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THE DIVINE POWER OF THE GOSPEL.
By REev. J. S. Gonrbox, B.A., Mount Pleasant, Vancouver, B.C.

¢ For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Chuist ; for it is the power of God
uuto salvation to every one that believeth ; to the Jew first, and also to the
Greek.'—~Rom. §. 16,

In our consideration of this passage, it will be well to place
ourselves as nearly as possible in the position of the inspired
scribe who first penned these words. Let us, therefore, sce
him as he writes. Let us understand the circumstances under
which he wrote, for, only by so doing can we appreciate as
we should the truth contained in the text—only by so doing,
can we form a correct cstimate of the force of the arguments
he advances.

Carry voursclves back, in imagination, to the end of the year
38 AD.. or the begimning of 30 A.D. Go to the city of

Corinth, and there, in a certain house, on a certain street, vou
S
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will sce a man, small in stature but great in mind and greatet
in soul, with pen in hand, writing a letter to a people of the
most cultured city under heaven. This man is the world’s
greatest missionary. [For years he has been travelling and
preaching the Gospel in Asia and parts of Europe. His efforts
have been crowned with success; and now, feeling that a great
work might be done in the city of Rome, he writes to the
people there, expressing his intercst in them, and declaring his
intention of visiting them at his carliest convenierce.

It would seem, from the opening sentences of his letter, that
it had been meanly insinuated, if not publicly affirmed, that
Paul was afraid to teach in Rome.  And, that such insinuations
or affirmations would be made, we may readily believe. With-
out much stretch of magination, we may fancy we hear the
worldly wise men of Rome declaring: “ Oh, it is all very well
for Paul to preach his doctrines to the ignorant and uneducated,
but he will never venture 1o palm off his crude ideas upon us”;
while Paul, resenting such a charge, declares that oftentimes
he had purposed to come to Rome, and that he would have
come, had circumstances permitted. “I am ready,” he writes,
“to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also.”

And in our text he gives his reasons for his readiness to
preach. In this short sentence he defends himself for preach-
ing, and defends the gospel which he ever delighted to pro-
claim.

Let us consider then this defence of Paul’s. Like him, we
need to be able to defend ourselves for preaching as well as
to defend the gospel we preach. It wifl be well for us, therefore,
to consider his defence, and to ascertain whether we can meet
and successfully contend with the opponents of Christianity
by using the weapons he employed.

You will notice he opens his defence with a direct statement.
He wastes none of his energies in preliminaries. He says: “1
am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ.” This is his reason
for being ready to preach even to the elite of Rome. Is the
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reason a good one? All will depend upon the person who
uses it.  We find people to-day who will do most contemptible
things and then defend themselves by saying: “I am not
ashamed of what I have done.” The slave of strong drink will
spend his money in that which brings untold wretchedness to
himself and others, and say: ” I am not ashamed.” The gam-
bler will empty his neighbor's purse, the slanderer will filch
from you your good name, young and old will engage to-day
unblushingly in pursuits which, in their days of comparative
purity and innocence, they would have scorned, and they defend
themselves by declaring: “ T am not ashamed.” Lack of shame,
however, in such cases, is a mean apology for those who do
such things. It is rather an argument against them.

May the same be said of Paul's defence ?  Was his lack of
shame due to a blunting of his moral sensibilities by long con-
tinuance in a course which he formerly felt ashamed to adopt ?
Or was it the result of early training which biased him in favor
of Cliristianity ? Or did his lack of shame arise from inability
to judge of the merits of the gospel he proclaimed ? In reply
to all these questions, we answer: No !  Whatever Paul’s weak-
ness was, no one can accuse him of adopting a course the pro-
pricty of which he doubted even in the least. Indced, he was
characterized most distinctly by the very opposite of this. He
was, of all men, most scrupulous, most conscientious—a man
who strove to know the truth and to do it. We cannot say,
thercfore, that his pride in the gospel was duc to a lack of moral
sensibility.

Nor can we attribute it to his carly training. He
was a Pharisee, the son of Pharisees, a Hebrew of the
Hebrews, trained in the conservative school of Judaism. All
his early training was such as to develop within him a hatred
of the gospel rather than an admiration of it—to make him a
persecutor of Christians, rather than a preacher of the gospet
of Christ. So, we conclude, Paul was proud of the gospel of

Christ, and ready to preach it, not because of carly training,
but in spite of it.
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As a last resource, can we say Paul was an incompetent judge
of the merits of the gospel he preached? By no means! \We
have seen that his keen moral sense qualified rather than dis-
qualified him for bringing in a true verdict on such a question
We have seen also that, to take the stand he did in reference
to the gospel, he'must have risen superior to his natural bias
against Christianity produced by his carly training. This in
itself indicates the man’s greatness.  Moreover, it is worthy of
note that Paul's past experiences as well as his present attain-
ments, amply qualified him to judge of the merits of the gospel
of Christ. He was a profound scholar and a clear thinker. lle
had felt the power of the gospel teaching in his own life. T or
thirteen years he had been proclaiming it in Asia and Europe,
and noting its results on those who believed it.  Where, then,
can we hope to find a man better qualified to form a correct
estiniate of the gospel message than this apostle of the Gen-
tiles 7 And with what overwhelming power of conviction come
the words, 1 am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ,” from
a man scrupulously conscientious, untrammelled by prejudice,
and well qualified both by natural endowments and by sur-
rounding circumstances to judge in such a matter !

Unlike most people who endeavor to justify themselves for
pursuing a certain course by declaring they are not ashamed
Paul proceeds to give us his reason for his attitude.  The
drunkard, the gambler, the slanderer, the vile declare: “We
arc not ashamed;” but they stop there. They do not tell us
why they are not ashamed, for they cannot or dare not. How
unlike Paul, who atfirms: “1 am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ: for it is tlic power of God unto salvation to every one
that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” He had
expericaced its clevating and transforming power in his own
life. He had seen the wilderness of Asia and Europe rejoice
and blossom as the rose wherever the gospel was accepted.  Fe
had seen the master kinder to the servant, the servant more
lovingly obedient to the master; the rich more considerate of
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the poor, the poor less envious of the rich, wherever the gospel
nmessage *had been received.  And, in the face of all these
facts. the noble-minded, generous-hearted Paut could well say,
“T am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ; for it is the power
of God.”

We may conclude, thercfore, that these argunients, coming
from such a man as Paul, in defence of himseli as well as of
the gospel he preached, were most conclusive.

But have they still the same force as an apology with us ?
When we who believe and teach the gospel, defend it and our-
selves as Paul did, by saying: " 1 am not ashamed of the gospel
of Christ,” what weight does our statement carry with it?
Just the weight of our own character-—no more and no less.
Coming from somg, it is uscless: coming from others, it is un-
answerable.  Can we, who say: “1 am not ashamed of the gos-
pel of Christ,” go further and give as our reason for being
proud of it that it is the power of God unto salvation to every
one that believeth™  We certainly can.  The centuries, as they
have rolled by, have strengthened rather than weakened the
force of this argument. They have added fresh evidences of
the gospel's power. \Where all down the centuries has the
pcewer of sin been most overcome ?  Without a shadow of
doubt, it has been where men have heard and believed the
gcspel of Jesus Christ.  Where have ignorance, want, sorrow,
misery, wretchedness and sin most prevailed 7 Has it not
been in lands where the gospel message was unheard, or, if
preached, was mixed with so much rubbish that few could find
the kemel of truth hidden amidst the chaff?>  Who
fill our jails, our penitentiarics, our houses of correction
to-day > Tt is not the men and women or boys and girls who
have heard and believed the gospel of Christ. It is those
who have not heard that gospel, or who belicve not, if they have
heard. In what lands to-day are sorrow and sin miost con-
spicuous? Is it not in those where the gospel has never been

heard ? .
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We thus sce clearly, from these facts, that Paul’s old defence
of the gospel, instead of being weakened, in the lapse of centu-
rics, has been strengthened. Paul, after witnessing the infiuence
of the gospel on men for a few years, and experiencing its
transforming power over himself, could find no better apology
for preaching it than declaring it to be “ the power of God unto
salvation.” And . 100 we, after witnessing the influence of
this same gospel in the world for past centuries, and, at the
preseat time, over greater arcas than Paul ever dreamed of,
and experiencing its influence in our own lives, can find no
better defence of it than the words of the apostle.  The un-
believer, with his sophistry and his philosophy, falsely so
called, may meet us. He may raise many difficulties which we
cannot solve in connection with Christian teaching. e may
wcrry us considerably.  But, if we meet him with Paul’s argu-
ment, he is silenced, if an honest man. No honest man will
deny that virtue is better than vice; and if we, as honest, truth-
ful men, can declare to him that, by accepting the gospel as
true, our lives have been changed, that a consideration of God’s
love in giving His Son for s has filled us with purer motives
and nobler aspirations, that, as a consequence of our belief in
Christ, we delight to do right; and hate to do wrong, how dare
he say anything against our belief? When we point out to
him the transformation in the lives of men and nations that
has followed the preaching of aund belicf in the gospel, how can
he, as an henest man, urge us to cease proclaiming it?

Thus far, for the defence of the gospel. I know of no better,
nor do I ask for better. It is one calculated to strengthen
the faith of those who already believe the truth. It will also
serve to silence the opponents of our faith and to bring them,
if they dre really honest seckers after knowledge, to a know-
icdge of the truth.

In the second place, we are taught in our text the prominence
that should be given to the gospel message in our preaching
and teaching. Paul was not ashamed to preach it continually,
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and why should we ? It may not tickle the ears of the popu-
lace nearly so readily as an oration on some other themes.
The minister who advertises as his topic for next Sunday
evening some political or social question, may have more
hearers than he who announces as his theme, God’s love to
man; but we have no reason to believe that he will do more
good, or even as much good. to the many who throng his
meeting-house and are convinced that all he has said is true,
as he would have done had he led a single soul to believe the
gospel of Jesus Christ.

We read “ The gospel is the power of God unto salvation.”
We nowhere read, " Social science or political economy or poli-
tics is the power of God unto salvation.” A well delivered
discourse on " Man's duty to the state” may make a man a
better citizen. An cloquent oration against “monopolies and
corruption in high places ” may arouse men te work against
these, while they remain out of sympathy with other reforms
which are equally important. The frequent delivery of tem-
perance discourses may make a man a temperance enthusiast
or even a temperance crank, and still leave him more un-
truthful, more dishonest, and less honorable than many a bar-
tender. What is needed to produce an all-round character—
to enlist the sympathies of men in every needed reforni—is
to preach the gospel to them, and if possible get them to accept
it. If the people of our land can only be brought to believe
thoroughly in the love of God as it is set forth in the gospel
story, there will be little difficulty in putting them right on all
the questions of the day. The man who once comes to realize
how God has loved him will in turn love God and all that Ged
is known to love. For such an one to deceive his neighbor
habitually, or wrong him in any selfish way, is morally im-
possible—as impossible as it would be for a fresh water foun-
tain to send forth salt streams. If the heart be purified by the
love of God, the acts which flow from it will be pure.

Thus far we have seen the apologetic value of our text and
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the warrant it gives us for making the gospel story the main
spring of Christian teaching.

There is another important truth in the text which we must
not overlook. *The gospel is the power of God unto salvation
ta every one that believeth.” -~ You will notice that the gospel
must be believed if its power is to be felt. The gospel mes-
sage, proclaimed in your hearing from time to time, is not
going to act as a charm to make you better men and women
whether you wisl it or not.  God is not going to force you to
do right against your will; but he has provided the means to
lead all men to right thinking and right living if they will only
be led.  Of all these means, which he is pleased to use in lead-
ing men into His Kingdom, none is more potent than a procla-
mation of the gospel of Christ, for it has proved to be “the
power of God unto salvation to every one” who has believed it;
whether old or young, educated or uneducated, Jew or Greek,
bend or free.

Now, if the gospel has proved the power of God unto salva-
tion to cvery one who has believed it; if it has ennobled the
Hives of men in all ages and in all Tands, why should we not
cach and all believe it?  Why should it be thought a thing in-
credible that “God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not
perish, but have cverlasting life” ? This is the cssence of the
gospel.  This, indeed, is the gospel which is preached, and
which all are asked to believe. It is belief in this great and
glorious truth that wiil free you from the power of sin and
Satan, and make vou an honored servant of God to do His
will.

In conclusion, let me ask vou, my hearers: Is the gospel the
power of God unto salvation 10 vou ? If nof, why not?
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THE TEMPTATION OF CHRIST.
By 'ror, J. Charg Murray, LL.D.

An Address delivered at MeGill University V.ALC.AL, on Sunday,

October 251h, 1896.

In the 15th chapter of st Corinthians, at the 22nd verse, are
these words: “As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all
be made alive.”

s

Adud

You miy remember that not only in this passage, but in

several other parts of the writings of St. Paul, a certain ana-

logy is drawn between the first man, Adam, and the second
man, Christ. [ need not remtind vou, moreover, that in the

"

short narrative which we have in regard to Adam in the begin-

ning of Genesis, there is but one very prominent cevent related,

Py

and that is the temptation 1o which he was exposed, and to

which he el a victim; so that we are almost forced to find the
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analogy and the contrast hetween the first and the second Adam

I8

in the temptations to which hoth were exposed, with the very

XS

different results which occurred in the two cases.  The two

-

storics, therefore, of the temptation of Adam, and the tempta-

%

tion of Christ, have {frequently attracted the contemplation of
Christian thought.  The fact is that they combine all the
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chzrms that we find in the highest tragedy. It was remarked,

Ao
Thppisnss

I think, by Coleridge, that all tragedy is derived from one or

other of two sources: cither from representing a victory of cir-
cumstances over man, or from representing a victory of man
over circumstances. Certainly, these two forms of tragedy
Tave never been exhibited to the human mind in such a vivid
and forcible shape as in the two temptations to which I have
referred. In the one you have the first Adam, the type and

P T e e AR

progenitor of our lower animal nature, exposed to the seduc-
tion of that nature, and falling a victim to their power.. In
the other story you have the more invigorating tragedy of
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man’s conquest over circumstances in the most glorious fornt
in which that tragedy has ever been achieved. There you have
the second Adam, the type and inspiration of our highest spirit-
ual life, a man of like passions with ourselves, tempted as we
are, yet conquering His teniptations, and becoming through
all history the immortal type of the conquest oi temptation to
the whole human race. Is it wonderful, therefore, that these
two stories should have been chosen by one of the greatest
English poets to make the subjects of two of the greatest Eng-
lish poems ?  Undoubtedly, Milton's “Paradise Lost” and
“ Paradise Regained ¥ will furnish a far deeper insight into the
spiritual significance of the temptation of Adam and the spiritual
significance of the temptation of Christ than you will find in
almost any commentary on the Bible.

I have quoted to you a remark of Coleridge in regard to the
sources from which tragedy derives its pathos. He has also
remarked that the tragedy of the ancient world draws its pathos
almost, if not entirely, from the former of the two sources men-
tioned, viz., from exhibiting the victory of circumstances over
man, while modern tragedy, he contends, exhibits to us rather
the more encouraging form of tragedy that displays man con-
quering liis circumstances. Perhaps this observation of Cole-
ridge’s is one of those sweeping assertions that are to be taken
as merely true on the whole, true on the general average, though
they do not admit of being applied to cach individual case. ¥
dare say it would be quite possible to find, both in ancient
and in modern literature, specimens of both forms of pathos.
There are tragic storics which exhibit a man or a woman gra-
dually shut in by the force of external circmstances to a fate
against which all the inclinations of nature rebel, and yet by the
sheer force of moral resolution. ~onquering all the untoward cir-
cumstances in which they were placed. Let me take, for ex-
ample, the familiar story of onc of Sir Walter Scott’s well-
known novels, “ The Heart of Midlothian.”  There you have
a poor Scottish girl placed in the terrible dilemma of requiring
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cither to tell a lie or to be the means of bringing her sister o
the scaffold. You can scarcely imagine circumstances that
nature would rebel against more violently; and yet you have
the strong force of that Puritan morality that has been deve-
leped among the best of the people of England and Scotland,
accepting the situation and conquering it by force of moral re-
solution.  Placed in the witness-box, she refused to perjure
herself, and heard her unfortunate sister condemned to death.
She immediately set out for London, and pleaded her cause
before the Queen so eloguently, that she succeeded in obtaining
a pardon. She saved her sister without surrendering the per-
fect uprightness of her own character. I repeat, therefore,
that vou may find, all through literature, tragedies in which
both sources of pathos are combined: yet probably the saying
of Coleridge is true, that with the ancient world tragedy im-
plied mainly a man overcome by circumstances, while the mo-
dern world is rather inspired by the nobles tragedy that repre-
sents man as conquering the circumstances in which he is
placed. Now, the storv of Adam’s temptation and fall may
be taken as a type of ancient tragedy in genecral. In the ancient
world man had not yet learned te worship as the ideal of his life
the conqueror ¢i temptation, the great Captain of our Salva-
tion, who fought temptations and beat them down under His
feet. In the modern world, on the other hand, civilization
has been inspired by Christian ideas and sentiments; and how-
ever poorly the modern world may have acted up to the ideal
of Christ, it is the ideal that it professes to worship. Conse-
quently, it is not unnatural that man in the modern world
should not fecl irrecoverably crushed under the force of external
circumstances, he should feel, with the example of Christ before
him, that he is capable, by Christian inspiration, of conquering
any externai fate.

Nouw, if the ideal of Christ is to have full control over us, it
is important that we should consider the significance of this
story of His temptation. I nced scarcely say to those who have
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interested themselves in the criticism of the Bible, that a grea
deal of labor has been expended over the external form of the
narratives in which the temptation of Christ and the temptation
of Adam are told. 1 shall not take up our time with any dis-
cussion upon mere critical questions as to the external form
of those temptations.  Goethie has said, in the " mystical
chorus,” wlich closes the greatest of his works,
“All thatis fleeting
Is but a symbol.”

That is to say. evervthing that is transitory in human history
finds its value. not in its transitory form; it finds its value only
when we break through the shell of fleeting incident, and reach
the kernel of imperishable truth of which it is the temporal
symbol.  Now. whenever we throw aside questions of mere
criticisin, we find that not only the story of Christ’s tempta-
ton, but that of Adam’s temptation also, has a meaning that is
cternal.  Let destructive critics do their very worst on the
external form of these stories, we shall still find that they re-
present to us just such transactions as may take place any day
in the lives of men. Have any of us escaped from the tragedy
of Adam’s temptation and fall > Have any of us gone through
life without being brought into the presence of forbidden fruit?
Have we not all heard an cvil spirit. with the subtlety of a ser-
pent, suggesting 1o us 00, ~ Surely God cannot have forbidden
yvou—it cannot be so very bad—to take just a little taste of that
iruit.  Sec what a delight it is to the cves, how desirable it is for
the purpose of making once wise. Don’t be a milksop in your
innecent ignorance of the world. Go ow' and see somcthing
of life. that you may get an insight into its evil as well as its
good.” Have we not all listened to such subtle suggestions of
an evil spirit. aad taken a taste of the forbidden fruit, just like
Adam and Eve?  Nay, have we not sometimes felt a certain
glory in our daring adventire, exulting as if we had become
like gads. knowing both good and cvil.  But, ah me! who
would not willingly give up all the insight into life, which he
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has gained by such knowledge of its evil, if he could only return
to the innocence which vanished from life with his fall 7 Dut
he looks back, and over the gateway of his carlier life he sees
the cherubim of evil passions and the flaming sword of a guilty
conscience guardmg the way of return to the paradise he has
forever lost.

That story of temptation and fall is repeated in the life of
every man.  Well would it be for us if we could imitate
Christ’s temptation and victory. \We may do it. Iossibly
most of us have done it to a certain extent, and it is desirable
that we should do it alwavs.  DBut if we do it, we must achieve
cur victory through the same spirit by which Christ achieved
Iis. \When we comie to think carcfully over the story of His
temptation and triumph, we shall find that it indicates to us,
in a most striking manner, precisely how we must act if we
would achieve a similar triumph for ourselves. )

To understand well the story of Christ's temptation, .iotice
first the period at which it occurred. He had just been with
the Baptist, and it is evident. on any theory you may have
formed of the life of Christ, that the events which took ].)]acc
at the Jordan where He was baptized by John, had a very im-
portant influence on the life of the Master. From that time
the work of His life scemed to become clearer to His own
mindy the work of His lifc became to His mind onc that He
must set about at once. Millon is justified in represeanting

Jesus as
* Musing and much revoiving in s breas,

How bhest the mighty woik e might begin.™

Now, when any man, especially any young man, would for:
plans for his life, s not that precisely the moment when the
spirit of evil is ready with its suggestions to dissuade him from
cverything that is good, temipting him to everything that is evil?
Whenever Christ hegan to look forward to the life which He had
undertaken to live, and the death which e had undertaken 0
dic, is it wonderful that, with His dclicate human sensibility,
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He should have shuddered at the sight of what He had under-
1aken, should have shrunk for a moment from.the bitterness of
the cup which He had undertaken to drink? Tt is fortunate for
us that the church rejected any theory of Christ’s nature that
would represent Him as other than a true man, with a real body
and a reasonable soul. of like passions with ourselves. We
must therefore conceive of Hini as having the same sensibilities
as those by which we are led and misled. It is a very familiar
fact that just in proportion to the refinement of man’'s nature
in generai is the delicacy and acuteness with which his sensi-
bility quivers under any pain to which it may be exposed. We
must therefore suppose that that beautiful nature, which stands
for us as an ideal of all that is periect in our own, must have
trembled at the thought of all He had to endure in accomplish-
ing the work He had undertaken to do.

He went up from the Jordan, awayv into the silence of those
Tonely hills which rise from the river's banks, and there com-
muned with His own spirit and the Eternal Spirit too. DBut
the spirit of evil then met Him. and evidently the temptations,
which the evil spirit suggested. are to be interpreted as at-
tempts to dissuade Him from the work which He had under-
taken, the work of founding the Kingdom of God upon the
<arth, the work of sacrificing Mimself to death that He might
win salvation for His fellow-men.

The tempter begins as if he did not understand the nature
oi the being whom he was tempting.  He begins in a clumsy
fashion by appealing to His animal nature :—* Turn thesc
stones into bread.” as much as to say, ~ Never mind the pur-
[rese for which you have received the powers with which you
are cndowed, prostitute these glorious powers in the gratifica-
tien of your lower nature.” Is not this temptation one to which
we are exposed every day in our lives? Who does not feel its
power? Now., how is that temptation to be met? Christ
does not meet it in any way in which we may not meet it.  He
appeals to the fact that man is not 2 mere animal, that “ man
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<loes not live by bread alone,” that man is endowed with a
higher nature ‘than that which physical bread can satisfy ; a
nature which can be satisfied only by the word, the truth of
‘Ged.  If you tread the animal nature, with its seductions, under
you, whenever they interfere with your higher life, then you
realize that you are something higher than an animal, that you

-tao are a son of God. Tt is only when you realize that you

cannot be satisfied with pleasure that is merely sensual, it is
only then that you can overcome the temptations of such
pleasures as Christ overcame.

The tempter scems to have realized that this was a somewhat
clumsy attempt on his part, that the great heing whom he had
attempted to win by such inducements had a higher nature,
which must be appealed to, and then he strikes on a different
tack. “ Granted that you have a higher nature,” he seems to
say, “if you be the Son of God. if vou have any real glorious
mission, then you may despise this lower nature with all its
laws: vou may throw yourself down from this temple, and the
angels of God will take care of you.” This is thrown into an
cxtremely Oriental form, and we must fire our cold Western
imagination before we can penetrate beyond the Oriental ex-
pression.  But if we catch something of its real significance,
is this after all, a temptation that is unfamiliar ? It seems, in
fact. a temptation to which students are apt to fall victims more
readily than others. A student, is almost forced by the work
in which he is engaged to realize the higher nature with which
we are endowed. Looking forward, also, tg a profession of
noble character, he may very naturally and very recasonably
feel that the work of his :"f¢ is to advance the Kingdom of
God, and he may think that, having such noble work in view,
it is quite legitimate for him to set at naught the laws of his
lower physical nature. Is it not unfortunate that many ardent
students have wrecked their physical lives at the very beginning
of their career 7 They have, in fact, cast themselves down in a
very reckless and foolhardy manner from the pinnacle of the
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temple of learning which they hoped to climb. Tor is there
any lesson that study should impress upon the mind more
deeply than the truth that, if we are to accomplish anything
in this world, it is not by defving. but by obeying, the laws
by which God governs the world? Some of you, I
presume, arc students of science; is there any fact
impressed upon you in your studies more deeply than
this, that you can manipulatc nature to your pur-
poses only by obeving her laws: and what are her laws but the
ferms by which the will of God is expressed? And so it is
only by obeying the will of God that you can achieve any-
thing. Take an engineer who has a vast engineering work
to construct; does he not know that, if he is not carefully at-
tentive to all the chemical, physical and mathematical laws that
arc called into play, his structure will be of comparatively little
value, and its value may be measured with mathematical exact-
ness in proportion to the loval obedience which he has dis-
played to the laws of nature, which express the will of God.
So it is in the practicc of medicine. Every medical practitioner
knows that he can e successful only preciscly in proportion
to the completeness with which he observes, and induces his
patient to observe, those laws of health and of life by which
the plysical nature of man is governed.

Thus, a second time the tempter is baftled, and he seems to
sec again that he has not understood the nature of the being
with whom he deals. Consequently, he rises at last to the
highest stroke of temptation; he appeals to the highest ambi-
tion which a great intelligence is likely to feel. “Iook at all
the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them. You, with
vour splendid abilities, have all this in your grasp—provided
only vou fall down and worship me”™ Such language, with
very little alteration in its form, may be heard at the meetings
of political partics in our own day. If any more genercus
adherent of a party pleads that bribery and other corrupt prac-
tices shall be avoided, he is likely enough to meet with the




S aas ki

L

PRI

P

T Ey e e YT

TEMPTATION OF CIIRIST. 103

reply, “ We must fight the devil with his own weapons.” Is not
that a spirit of evil suggesting, * Only fall down and worship
me, and I will guide you into power.” How many politicians
give way to this temptation, accept the devil’s terms, and get
into power as their reward > I presume that many of you, I
hope all, will take an interest in the political life of your coun-
try; and you will then perhaps be placed in the position de-
scribed.  You may be tempted, not indeed by the glory of all
the kingdoms upon earth, but by the glory ofi ruling at least
our own Dominion, if yvou will only fall down and worship the
devil, if you will only use his weapons to accomplish your pur-
pose. Refusing to accept these terms, you may have the mor-
tification of heing left out in the cold. Do not give way to
despair under such circumstances. Never, even in your mind,
allow to yourself that you have been really beaten. You would
have suffered a real defeat if you had given or taken a bribe
or spoken a lie; but if you have not done that—if you have
refused to wheedie the electors with lies, if you have scorned
all the methods of electoral corruption, then vou may be beaten
at the polls, but you have triumphed in the only way in which
God requires you to triumph, and you can leave the result to
His government of the world.

In military life, also, we find men falling victims to the
same kind of temptation. There have been men of splendid or-
ganizing genius—Alexanders and Caesars of the ancient world,
Charlemagnes and Napoleons of the modern world—men of
such genius that if they had only had a deeper moral insight,
they might have helped at least to establish more thoroughly
the Kingdom of God upon the carth; and vet the mere bauble
of military dominion, the mere bauble of empire founded upon
military conquest and political expedients, was too dazzling
for their spiritual sight. Does not all the splendor of the world’s
pomp and power pale before that splendor which was never for
a moment dazzled by the glitter of all the kingdoms of the world

and the glory of them? The Great Captain of our Salvation
9
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saw that the Kingdom of God was to be established by totally
different means. By enduring the cross and despising its
shame, Ie has been set down at the right hand of the Throne
of God. 1s not that a historical fact, is it not a historical fact
that by rejecting the splendor of an earthly kingdom, He has
been set down at the right hand of the Throne of IHeaven ?
We are apt to fancy that the truly great men of 1800 years
ago were the great soldiers and poidticians and literary men
that were gathered about the Imperial palaces of Rome, and
undoubtedly they fancied themselves to be the true rulers of
the world.  \What is the influence these men are exerting now
upon the civilization of the world 2 It is almost as if they had
ncver lived.  On the other hand, the life which was spent in
beautiful teachings, in deeds of quiet benevolence in the ob-
scure hamlets of Galilee, and which was closed by death upoa
the cross, has been the dominant power of civilization all these
cighteen centuries.  That is the life which is remodelling the
world at the present day. That is the life which vou find thril-
iing in cevery fibre of yvour moral being, from which you derive
all that is best in your life at the present day.

Science is beginning to teach us that the significance of
Christ’s life throws its light upon external nature as well as
upon its history. History, I have said, is an establishment of
the fact that Christ is set down at the right hand of the Throne
of God, because he endured the cross, despising its shame; but
science is awakening to the same conception. We have heard
a good deal in recent years about one force that is said to pre-
dcminate all nature, a selfish foree. causing what is called “ the
survival of the fittest in the struggle for existence.” I cannot
help feeling, looking at recent literature, that many of those
who have been speaking in these phrases are beginning to rea-
lize that this force has not been truly or fully interpreted, and
that there is something more in this universe than a mere
selfish struggle for individual existence. Here and therc vou
find a scientific man point to the fact that it is not a competition
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of individuals that is the strongest power in nature, but that,
on the contrary, it is when individuals combine and sink their
selfishness and work for a common cause, that they become the
fittest to survive in the struggle for existence. And so it is
in human life. One of the most interesting works on social
evolution in recent times is ‘designed to shew, what has been
more or less familiar, that it is those societies in which there is
the most disinterested: spirit of patriotic devotion that are the
most successful.  That has long been a familiar fact, even if
its full significance has not been completely interpreted.  And
what is that fact > It is only another way of stating that the
power which is set down at the right hand of the Throne of
Ged is not the power of every man for himself, not the powcer
of every man selfishly competing for what he can gain for his
own aggrandizement, buc rather that power of unsclfish sacri-
fice for the benefit of others, of which Christ’s life is the im-
mortal type.

I may say in conclusion that we cannot notice the facts of
industrial life at the present day without secing that a complete
revolution is in progress. The scientific writers who have dealt
with the subject of industrial history in the past, have preached
of the benefits of competition in trade, and have scemed to think
that the principle of selfish competition is the source of all the
splendid progress in wealth that the modern nations have made.
But more recent writers and profounder thinkers on the sub-
ject have not only questioned the benefits of competition in
trade. but are quite openly contending that, if the wealth of the
world is to be advanced as it ought, and if every industrial
worker is to enjoy a fair share of the wealth which he helps to
produce, it can only be by men totally abandoning the selfish
plan of competition; it can enly be by men adopting the spirit
of Christ in trade as in every départment of life, by working for
others, and not merely to accumulate wealth {or themselves.
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THE OLD TESTAMENT AND THE NEW SCIENCES.

By Rev. Prok. SCriMGER, D.D,
IL—GEOLOGY.

Geology is essentially a modern science, being at the our-
side not more than a century and a half old in any form. The
ancients gave abundant attention to astronomy and studied
the stars with the greatest eagerness, if with little profit. But
they hardly thought of enquiring how the carth’s crust had
come into its present form, and had no theory of any kind
regarding it. The commonest facts seem to have almost alto-
gether escaped their observation, except as isolated phene-
mena without general significance. Even in modern times
the fossil forms so frequentiy found in the rocks were thought
to have been produced by chemical action, and so having no
bearing on the past history of life on our planet. The true
science of geology began when attention was called to the fact
that the crust of the earth, where it could be observed from
cliff faces above ground or from mining shafts below, was
cevidently formed of deposits of different materials which had
been laid down at successive periods, and subjected to various
irfluences. In some instances their present condition was
manifestly due to the action of heat and in others to mere pres-
sure, either of water or of superincumbent layers of earth and
rock. The conclusion was thus reached that the surfaces
formed by these deposits had been alternately depressed below
the level of the sea and raised above it more than once in their
history, and that the successive layers often belonged to
periods widely separated from each other. Some of these
contained fossil remains of animals and plants belonging to
species still flourishing on the earth. Others contained those of
species no longer to be found anywhere, though often akin to
existing ones, while others still contained only forms widely
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differing from anything now known to the naturalist. The
conclusion was irresistible that the various processes of change
on the carth’s surface which are now going on, had been going
on for an indefinite period of time hefore man’s appearance on
it, and that the world, instead of being a few thousand years
cold, had really existed for long ages, so long that thev could
hardly be estimated.

It was natural that this conclusion should be compared with
the Bible, and the moment the comparison was made difficulty
arose. The first ‘chapter of Genesis gives the account of the
creatinn of the world, especially of the steps by which the earth
was prepared for man, and the whole is represented as taking
place within six davs, by the direct command of God. The
antagonism seemed to be so sharply marked that many in-
sisted the Bible was utterly discredited, and made this the
excuse for repudiating the claims of the Christian religion
altogether.

No scientific thinker of any account takes that position now,
nor indeed is any one much troubled by the apparent contra-
diction. As in the case of astronomy, the conflict betiveen
the Bible and geology is practically a dead issue. The only
difference is that as yet there is not complete agreement as to
the mode of reconciliation which wiil be found permanently
most satisfactory.

The methods suggested for removing the difficulty have
been various, and the history of the discussion is instructive.

1. Omne large school insisted for a long time that the con-
clusions of geology were far from being certain, that the sci-
cnce was still too young to speak with authority as having
reached finality; that there were too many different opinions
among geologists, even on matters that were elementary, to
make it necessary for the theologian to deal with the difficul-
ties they raised, and that when they agreed among themselves
it would be time cnough to consider what answer was to be
made.
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This position continucd to be taken by some as late as thirty
years ago, and is found, for example, in the English edition of
Keil and Delitzsch’s Commentary, published in 1869. But the
great majority carly felt that this was not satisfactory. The
length of time required to explain the geological changes
might be undetermined, and perhaps undetcrminakle, but it
was at least certain that a much longer period must be allowed
than the few thousand years which have elapsed since man’s
appearance on the earth, plus six days. Man’s appearance in
nature occurs, not near the beginning, but at the very close of
the geological ages.

2. The second method proposed was to insert a long period
of time as left unmentioned between the first and second
verses of the first chapter of Genesis, that is, between the
original creation of the heavens with the earth and the state
of chaos out of which the existing condition of things was
brought into form.  This period was left unmentioned as
having no human interest, but during it the animals and plants
now found in the rocks flourished and passed away. It was at
length closed by a great catastrophe, which reduced everything
on the earth to chaos, when a new order of things was intro-
duced in connection with man, all brought about in six days
as described in Genesis. This is the view substantially ex-
pcunded by the distinguished Dr. Chalmers and widely held
among his contemporaries. ’

Though I came across this view a few days ago in an anony-
mous pamphlet dated 1891, this in turn must be declared un-
satisfactory, and is now almost entirely discarded. It allows,
indeed, all: the time necessary, however long a period may be
called for by geology, but it lies open to other objections. It
ignores the fact that the existing species of animals and plants
are all very much older than man geologically. It supposes
a universal convulsion of the earth’s surface at a point of time
immediately before man’s appearance, for which there is abso-

)
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lutely no geologic evidence. All the evidence is indeed the
cther way. And it postulates a rapidity in God’s action at one
particular point of time without parallel clsewhere in geologic
history, either before or since. It is not to be wondered at
that before such objections as these the.theory has practically
disappeared from:view and is no longer seriously discussed.

3. A third mode of reconciliation is to take the creative
days, not as ordinary days of twenty-four hours each, but as
geological periods of any required length, during which the
creative process proceeded step by step until at last man ap-
peared.

This view of the creative days was suggested as far back as
the fifth century by Augustine, long before the scientific diffi-
culty was felt at all. It was revived in modern times to escape
the apparent contradiction by the celebrated Hugh Miller. It
is still the view held by many theologians and by many scien-
tists avho are desirous of putting themselves into harmony with
Biblical teaching. It is the view which perhaps has done more
than any other to relieve the tension of the populan mind on
the question. And certainly a good deal can be said in favor
of it. There is no strong philological objection to it, for the

Y

Hebrew word for *day ™ may be taken, il necessary, in that
broad sense without any great violence to its usage clsewhere.
There is undoubtedly a general correspondence between the
order of creation as given in Genesis and that accepted by
science—rising from lower forms of life to higher until man
is reached. In fact, some have gone so far as to claim for it
that it is a Dbrilliant and inspired anticipation of the latest
science.

But when the comparison between the two records is closcly
pressed difficulty arises. IFor example, according to Genesis
all forms of plant life are represented 2s appearing on the third
day. all marinc animals and birds on the fifth day, and land
animals of cevery kind on the sixth. Palacontologists would
probably all agree that plants must have existed before animals



N

110 THE PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE JOURNAIL.

and that marine lifc ante-dates the land fauna. But they would
not agree that all forms of vegetable life came in before any
animals appeared at all, or that the world of marine life was
completed before any land animals came into being.  The
lcwest forms of animal life, both in the seas and on land, must
have appeared before the higher forms of plant life. In fact
the three forms of life rise to a large extent concurrently along
parallel ascending grades. Then the question arises as to
what we are to make of the evenings, when nothing seems to
be doing at all. Some have supposed these to represent great
upheavals, by which the long periods of slow change were
separated from cach other.  But science knows nothing of any
such convulsions as were simultaneous or nearly so over the
whole carth, or anything that might correspond to such
breaks in the continuity of creative action. If what we have
i the first chapter of:/Genesis is an anticipation of modern
geology, then it must be read in such a broad and generous
way as would make it equally harmonious with scientific views
widely different from those generally held at the present time.
The rapid sketch must be composed of broad lines consider-
ably idealized for the sake of simplicity and artistic effect. The
lines arg indeed so broad that no one would ever discover the
veal facts from them, until first these facts had been ascer-
tained in some other way. Scientific anticipations of that sort
are really of no value, and the claim for their existence is rather
embarrassing to inspiration than otherwise.

4. Hence many are now disposed to adopt a different method
and to hold that the first chapter of Genesis was never in-
tended to be taken as giving a literal cosmology at all, but
1s simply a poem of creation arranged on the days of the week
as a convenient framework, so as to be more casily remem-
bered, not intended to teach anything; regarding the time oc-
cupied in creation or even as to the order of it, but mcant only
1o teach the great truth that all things were created by the one
true God. who alone, therefore, is to be worshipped as divine.
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This was the one thing in which the writer was interested and
which he sought to impress on the minds of his readers. If
he refers to the separate parts of the world in detail, it is not
to give us scientific information at .all, but only to cut the
ground clear away from underneath the various forms cf
nature-worship which had grown up among men, and he refers
to them only so far as is necessary for his purpose. The order
of creation is a purely ideal order, without any scientific sig-
rificance at all.  Substantially the same order is found in the
older Chaldacan account of creation recently deciphered on
the clay tablets of Nineveh and Borsippa—an account so out-
rageously polytheistic that no one for a moment would think
of taking it as inspired. The Biblical writer may very well
have adopted the order traditionally current among Semitic
1:ations as the one best suited to his purpose of correcting the
polytheism that had become associated with it, without in-
tending to vouch in any way for its accuracy. In truth, strict
accuracy in minor matters of fact is about the last thing with
which the poet concerns himseli.

It may perhaps swprisc some to have the first chapter ol
Genesis treated as a poem. DBut the example of the 1c4th
Psalm shows that the creation was regarded as a fit theme for
poctic composition, and a single glance at the Genesis story
reveals that it has both the artificiality of form and the cleva-
tion of thought which are the universal characteristics of
peetry in every age. For strong dramatic power and scenic
cffect, the instantancous results of the creative fiats of the
Alnughty have never been surpassed in the whole range of lit-
craturc. Sarely with all our boasted advance in culture and
litcrary discernment we have reached a stage where we can
recegnize a genuine pocm, even though imbedded in a prose
narrative, and interpret it accordingly. No onc has ever had
any scientific quarrel with; the 104th Psalm, because that is
feund in a confessedly poctical collection. Once we ifrankly
regard this as poetical 100, geological objections to its accuracy
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becomd mere trifling and foolish quibbling. One might as
appropriately criticize from the scientific standpoint the glori-
ous visions of Lzckiel or the splendid imagery of the Apo-
calypse.

But what, it may be asked, becomes, in that case, of the
authority of the Sabbath which is heretrepresented as based
upon the divine example of rest after six days’ labor ? The
question of the Sabbath! is too large a one to be discussed in
the closing paragraph of this article, but the bearing of this
mode of interpretation on that invaluable institution has not
been overlooked. The question of the ground on which the
authority for it must be based is not casy on any view of this
chapter, and does'not press in any special way against the one
here adopted. \Whatever method of explanation is adopted,
even if it be the most literal, the sanction which is here sug-
gested is rather of the:nature of a popular sentimental argu-
ment than onc that can be put in legical form with success.
There are good reasons for the observance of the Sabbath rest.
All experience goes to show ihat it is necessary, both for man
and laboring beast. in order that they may Femain at their
best. It is therefore a lTaw written in nature by the finger of
God himscli.  In fact, we might put it more strongly, and sav
that it thus becomes a law of God's own action, not at the
beginning of the world only, but throughout all time; jor every
law ¢f nature is a law by which God has so far bound himself.
And in ihat nawural necessity, as a rule of the diviane procedure,
the real reasen for the institution must always be found by the
philosephic mind.  But it could not be expected that the
popular mind. especially in early days. should comprehend this
consideration and fexl its force. The average mind cannest
be made 1o do so even yet.  The Mosaic reason is sufficiently
in harmony with thig reason 1o leave room for it whenever the
world is ready to take it in, but it puts the matter in a way
which has been practically far more cffective in securing its ob-
servance.  We Christians, to-day observe the first day of the
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week as our day of rest, owing to its sentimental association
with the resurrection of Christ. We need not be surprised
if the Mosaic legislation placed the observance of the seventh
upon a sentimental religious basis in like nianner.  Once that
is admitted, the mode of interpreting the creation story no
longer possesses any moment as affecting its authority. and
leaves us frec to adopt that mode which will best suit the
other conditions of the problem.
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MUSIC.

Life has such longings, bitter-sweet,
And yet so few it satishies,
That man fain dreams life is complete

Only bevond the skies.

And. like the mystic cloud of fire,
That guided Ismacels way by night,
IEvery unsatisfied desire

Leads man towards the night.

Arvound him, mingled with the dust,
Youth's pure ideals, shatteved, le;
Rope, virtue, charity and trust,

Amid hie’s deserts dic.

Fade aspirations. fades cach dream
Of gooduess, honor and renown:
Man floats: on a polluted stream,

Wiich fain would drag him down

But Music, like the nightingale
That sweetly sings in wayside brakes,
When hope and trust and virtue {ail,

Nau's nobler nature wakes.

Ouly in Music doth man find
Au eche of the dreams of youth,
When hie saw gods among mankind.,

In woman only truth.

Moatreal. ArtTonrr WEIR.
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anodern English [Pocts.

————

MATTHEW ARNOLD.

For the last half-century there has heen prominent in the
domain of English letters what may be called the school oi
culture.  OF this school NMatthew Arnold was the founder and
the high priest. He is the apostle of ideas and culture, spirit-
ual freedom and classicism.  The mention of his name calls
up certain words and phrases which his critical genius coined
(in their new sense), and his knack of persistent repetition
made current. Such are: “ barbarian,” applied to the members
of the English aristocracy, whom he was inclined to regard
as coarse, stupid, frivolous, proof against ideas; “ Philisting,”
applied to the members of the English middle class, and signi-
fying that they were narrow in their views, vulgar in their
manners, and ignorant in their artistic tastes; “ the children of
light,” his own party, the friends of culture who make for the
Promised Tand; “sweetness and light”; “lucidity” and “ dis-
tinction” in literature. Some of these, although used in the
best of good humor. sufficiently indicate the fearlessness of
his criticism, which serves as a salutary antidote to John
Bullism. Characterized by gravity of mind and comprchen-
siveness of view—umimpassioned, cool, deliberate, judicious—he
will have nothing to do with what is provincial, partial, or
untrue. He does not helieve that the nineteenth ceniury is
perfect, and he tries it by the ages that have gone.  In the pre-
face to his poems published in 1854, he tells us: “ In the sincere
endeavor to learn and practice, amid the bewildering confusion
of our times, what is sound and true in poeticai art, I secemed
to myself to find the only sure guidance, the only solid footing,
among the ancients.  They, at any rate, knew what they wanted
in art, and we do not.” His prosc is written in the Attic style,
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and the classical influence is even more marked in his poetry.
His father, the Rev. Dr. Arnold, master of Rugby, had made
him familiar in boyhood with FHomer and the Greek tragedics,
and the best literature of Christendom, and he continued to
study these throughout his life. e made them the standard
of poctical composition.  The best lines of Honier, Dante, Mil-
ton. and Shakespeare he had at his fingers’ ends and used as
touchstones to try all poetry.  And this study and practice will
tell more and more in his favor as time goes on, for it helped
to make him what by nature he was already fitted to be—the
poet. not of a particular age. or of special social conditions,
or of a peculiar intellectnal or aesthetic cult, but of universal
Art. avhich reached its highest development in Greece more
than two thousand vears ago—-of Art, which is perennial as
love and unchangeable as truth,

Just how great Matthew Arnold is as a poet it is difficuit
as vet to say. It is safe to affirm, however, that he is much
greater than he is gencerally supposed to be. In our estimate
of poetry, one of the first things to possess ourselves of is the
principle that contemporary opinion means almost absoclutely
nothing. Byron was the rage, then Tennyson, now Browning.
But Shakespeare made no hit in his day, and we have no
1cason to believe that omer did. The extravagant judgment
ef Tennyscon which prevailed in the popular mind five and ten
vears ago is alrcady, onc is tempted to think, in process of re-
version. Tennyson was a great poet in the eyes of the Eaghish
—almost, in fact, a poet of the first rank—Dbut never so great
in the cves of other peoples, the French, for instance. And
posterity will likely decide that the world is larger than Eng-
lish manners and English tastes and English theology in the
latter half of the nineteenth century.  The more thoughtful of
Tennyson’s readers, while none can ever become indifferent to
the charm of his poetry. have in great measure deserted to
Browning. And why? Becausc Browning is stimulating,
ind people with healthy minds want siimulation.  And good
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peetry will always be stimulating.  But it will be sémething
more.  What it will be is summed up in the word * classic.”
I'apular it never will be until it is forced upon the imb]ic Ly
the operation of the law of the survival of the fittest.  Matthew
Arnold is classic.  His work deals with what is fundamental
in the being of the race, and it is done in the style of the mas-
ters of literature in all ages. He is akin to Flomer and Dante
and Milton and Shakespeare.  And although it might scem
foolhardy to make the prediction, it may be suggested as a
passibility, that to many future observers upon the mountains
of criticism, John Keats and Matthew Amold will be the bright
particular stars in the poetical firmament of the nineteenth
century.

Tntellectuality is perhaps Arnold’s chief characteristic as a
poct. Ilis work may be said to lack spontancity, but thought
in him is almost as ardent as passion in other writers, The
ardor of his thought makes up for the restraint of his passion.
He was not a romanticist.  He could not have been one. The
least successful of his poems is that one in which he deals with
the Arthurian story, “ Tristram and Iscult.” His poetic
theory as enunciated by ‘himself was that of epic or classical
abjectivity. Fe owes his success more to clearness of mind
and cultivation of taste than to natural gifts. Te had not
naturally the lyrical faculty or the power of melody; vet, what is
more finely lyrical than “ Philomela,” or more melodious than
the concluding lines of the blank verse poem, * Sohrab and
Rustum”?  If he was wanting in quality and lightness of touch
by nature, he has almost concealed the defect by study of the
best models and patient practice.  The word “ perfection”
Dest chrracterizes the exccution of his verse. Every line he
has given us is well worth preserving. - Nor is the finish the
cold finish of a Greck statue. In pocms of the affections, like
“ Indifference,” “ JFaded Leaves,” and “ Calais Sands,” there is
deep emotion as well as Iyrical fluencyv. In “The Youth of
Nature,” “The Youth of Man, and “The Future,” the reac-
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tion from over-culture is exhibited in strong n(ltlll‘é-\\’l'iting.
In pieces like “ The Buried Life,” and * A Summer Night,”
the poet forgets his theory of epic or classical objectivity and
writes subicctively.  Iis work throughout has the merit of
the best kind of subjectivity.  One feels that the writer is near
to him, that he lived among men, and thought their thoughts
and bore their burdens.  Ile saw life steadily and saw it whole.
1t is likely on this account that he has been, as has been pointed
out, ecminently useful to his students.  His poctry has been
full of consolation to thosec who have read it appreciatively.
He sought the best.  The best was good enough for him, he
used to say. The best of evervthing for everybody was his
principle. He was intolerant of everyvthing but the best.  Pre-
eminently sane and severe, he had no place for the trivial, the
one-sided, the fantastic, the sickly. There is a power in his
poctry due to something more than strength of thought and
clegance of form, which assuredly it shows. Mr. Augustine
Birrel, who is certainly« & man of taste, has said: ““To open
Mr. Arnold’s poems is to escape from a heated atmosphere
and & company not wholly free from offence, even though
composed of those who share our opinions—from loud-
mouthed. random-talking men, into a well shaded retreat
which seems able to impart, even to our feverish persuasions
and crude conclusions, something of the coolness of falling
water, something of the music of rustling trees.”

Our poet. as we have seen, has his limitations.  But his
greatest limitation is one more serious than any that have been
suggested. There is in him a lack more fundamental than the
lack of the Ivrical faculty. It is the lack of faith. Matthew
Arnold lacked faitiv: and without faith no poet, no man, has
achieved greatness of the first order. The fanatic works better
than the sceptic. Mr. Moody and his covenant theology bring
a broad smile to the face of the apostle of culture and classical
restraint.  He savs it is all wrong. But though we may be of
his way of thinking. we cannot help fecling that Mr. Moody
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has the best of it—that Mr. Moody is the happier man and is
doing the more good in the world. It is of Heine that Goethe
is supposed to have said, “IIc¢ had every other gift, but wanted
love.”  Similarly, of Matthew Arnold it may be said, Ie had
cvery other gift, but wanted faith. Te was rendered incapable
by his mental constitution of accepting the Christian dogma
as fact, and he was oo real to assume in its place that vague,
superficial attitude of mind on religious subjects which deals
with sublime generalizations, an attitude of mind which it is
fashionable nowadays to call faith, but which is merely an
apology for agnosticism. Ilc could not accept the Christian
dogma, and yet he could not let it alone and accept somethingy
clse.  To no writer of our time has the religious faculty been
given in a greater degree than to him, and no writer of our
time scems to have derived so little satisfaction from religion
as he did. No man has wished more earnestly to believe and
has so signally failed. And this failure is the weakness which
in one way and another makes itself most felt in his poetry.
Homer had faith, Dante had faith, Milton had faith, Shakes-
peare hadl faith; but Matthew Arncld had not faith, and he is
not of their company.

‘The compass of this paper will not permit us to attempt
anything like a complete analysis of Mr. Arnold’s poetry. We
shall endeavor merely to glance at a few of its aspects.

His literary kinship with Wordsworth, potentially the great-
est poet of the century, whom he resembles in his philosophic
appreciation of nature and the common things of life, is evi-
denced by many of his nature poems, as well as his poems on
pet animals. " The Youth of ‘Nature” bears traces of the in-
fluence of Wordsworth. The last lines of “ The Buried Life”
recall even the phrases of Wordsworth. The stanza in “ The
Author of Obermann,”

Too fast we live, too much are tried,
Too harassed to attain

Wordsworth’s sweet cahm, or Goethe's wide .
And luminous view to gain.

10



-~

120 11 PRESBYTRRIAN COLLEGE JOURNAL.

suggests Wordsworth'’s famous sonnet beginning':

The world is too much with us ; late and soon,
Getting and spending, we lay waste our pow'vs,

To illustrate fully his attitude towards modern life would
be to quote a large portion of his poctry. It appcars pro-
minently in the *“ Obermann™ poems, where the phrase, “the
hopeless tangle of our age,” occurs, and also in “The Grande
Chartreuse,” where to the heroic dead he says, “The eternal
trifler breaks your spell,” and expresses the hope that

Years hence, perhaps, may dawn an age,
More fortunate, alas ! than we,

Which without harduess will be sage,
And gay without frivolity.

But this feature probably finds its best expression in “The
Scholar Gipsy,” a poem in which he reaches his high-water
mark of melody, vigor, and imagination, from which to quote
would be like transplanting a tree from a landscape. It is
possibly his best poem.

His criticism of Iingland appears in the poem entitled
“Heine’s Grave.”  Heinrich Heine could not abide the
Anglo-Saxon.  He regarded \him as stupid, arrogant, and
hypocritical.  And George IEliot and Matthew Arnold agreed
with him. It was Feine who said he believed God would
rather hear a :I'renchman curse than an Englishman pray.
In “ Heine's Grave™ the following lines occur:

T chide thee noy, that thy sharp
Upbraidings often assail’d
England, my country—for we
Heavy and sad, for her sons,
Long since, deep in our hearts,
Echo the blame of her foes.
We, ton, sigh that she flags;
We, too, say that she now—
Scarce comprehending the voice
Of her greatest, golden-mouthed sons
Of a former age any more—
Stapidly travels her round

Of mechanic business and lets
Slow die out of her life,

Glory, and genius and joy.
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A further illustration may be found in “A Southcrx} Night,”
in the stanzas commencing, “In cities should we English lic.”

[lis relation to Christianity may be gathered from “ Ober-
mann Once Aore,” “Progress,” ““ Fast London,” and “The
Better Part.”

In the above quotation no attempt has been made to show
Matthew Arnold’s power as a poct. To appreciate this, such
pieces as “The Scholar Gipsy.” " Rugby Chapel,” “ Myceri-
nus,” “Thyrsis,”” “Sohrab and Rustum,” must be read over and
over. [t would be difficult to find anywhere a poem more
beautiful than “The Scholar Gipsy,” or one more affecting
than * Rugby Chapel,” which was written in memory of his
father.  “Thyrsis” is an clegy which makes a third to “Ly-
cidas™ and “ Adonais.”

W. AL MACKERACHER.

[From the Dalhousie Gazette.]

MATTHEW ARNOLD.

Well dost thou laugh! Thy chicfest cnemy

Is fatlen, Vulgarity ! With his whole heart

He scorned thee, and oft spedi a stinging dart
Into thy grinning. low-browed company.

His home was on the heights, whence he did see
Clearer our nature’s goal, and he would start
Full-visioned. down ‘mong men of toil and mart,
And sav, “Come yonder awhile, and live with me.”
TFor he who once has breathed the mountain air,
And felt the glory of the infinite sky,

Melting the soul to moods that cannot dic,—
What to him is a hoard of wealtih and cave,

And petty honors and delights of sense ?
Henceforth from these he hatli a sure defence.

Troymas A. LEPAGE.
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INOTES FROM ABROAD.

Mr. Editor :— '

You ask for a few pages from my Note Book regarding
my movements since I left home in the beginning of June last.
My experiences since then have been .remarkably varied and
profitable. T have travelled and rested as inclination and com-
fort seemed to dictate, and have found very much to think
about and to enjoy in Scotland, England, Wales, Holland,
Germany, Switzerland, Italy and France. You must not, in
this brief communication, expect me to trace my steps through
all these countries; and the difficulty \is to select some spots
or topics upon which to record my impressions. I give you a
few jottings at random.

Aftera tedious and stormy voyage across the Atlantic, I reach-
ed Glasgow in time for the meeting of the Pan-Presbyterian
Council and in due course read my paper on “The relatior
This was the sixth of these

between Theology and Philosophy-.’
great gatherings of which I have been a member, so that I am
scmiewhat familiar with their ways. This meeting was large and
enthusiastic, and its proceedings proved highly suggestive and
stimulating.  The dominant spirit was admirable, and the
papers read and addresses delivercd were not inferior to those
of former Councils. It was delightful to witness the uniform
harmony and brotherly love which was manifested by the re-
presentatives of twenty millions of Presbyterians.  Their
general fidelity to the interests of truth and of the Kingdom of
God throughout the world was unmistakable. We are learn-
ing slowly the truth of what I said in the Philadelphia Council,
that “the weakest pért of every man’s creed is that which he
holds alone, and the strongest part that which he holds in
common with Christendom.”

A vast amount of valuable information on a great variety




e 3N

R Sy BV Lt AT Ssiier il 5 M AL AL 40 i i 2y Ot

NOTES FROM ABROAD. 123

of subjects of prime importance was presented at this Glasgow
meeting, and the volume of proceedings should be read by all
our people. * It will prove instructive and helpful, especially to
persons of pessimistic tendency, who are prone to think that
Presbyterianism is waning and has seen its best days. No,
these are yet to come, when our polity and doctrine are tho-
rcughly purged from impurity, and their apostolic catholicity
and spiritual power are more widely felt and acknowledged.

With so much to commend in the late Council, it may seem
ungenerous to mention drawbacks.  There were sucly, however,
and they are here named, not for the sake of fault-finding, but
in the hope that they may not be repeated in future.

The great St. Andrew’s ITall. admirable no doubt for musical
festivals, was anything but comfortable for speakers and hear-
ers. It deserves, in this respect, to rank with Exeter Hall,
London. Owing to imperfect acoustics and feeble and not too
articulate enunciavion, excellent speeches were lost in a large
degree to the bulk of the audience.  The time allowed
for discussion was altogether too limited. This was
a great disappointment’ and hardship to members who
had travelled thousands of miles to express their views, as well
as to citizens who wished to hear them. Some valuable time
was unhappily consumed in hearing and disposing of objections
to instrumental music.  The upshot was that an overwhelming
majority of the Council magnanimously, as it was said, yielded
to the scruples of a small handful. The organ was silenced
and the choir disbanded. The discord which followed in the
service of praise I shall not attelpt to describe. To persons
of musical taste and culture it was simply distressing, and how
such singing could be edifying to any is beyond my compre-
hension. Is it right to allow the scruples of a few wel-mean-
ing brethren to rule rather than sanctified common sensc ?
Majorities have surely rights and sensitive consciences as well
as minorities.

The subject which elicited the keenest interest was that of
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the Armenian atrocities. Tt was dealt with by the unanimous
adoption of a resolution carcfully framed by the Business
Committee. Tt is sad to think that these atrocities have since
become more horrible.  Tor diabolical cruelty they have no
parallel in modern history. A country five hundred miles long
and three hundred miles broad, has been utterly laid waste by
the inhuman deeds of lawless soldiers and brigands. It is
almost impossible to get thoroughly reliable information re-
garding their criminal work; but it is estimated that ffty
thousand men have perished, while half a million of women
and children are now in a state of starvation, and what the sui-
ferings and mortality of the present winter may be no onc can
tell.  Forty-seven thousand houses have been plundered and
burned. and forty-one thousand persons have been forced,
through {ear of torturc and death, to abjure Christianity and
embrace Islam. A nationj of three millions has been reduce:l
to onc million by the most fiendish methods of extermination.
CAnd what have the “Great Powers™been doing meanwhile?
Calmly looking on, for the most part, and watching cach other.
Their representatives have met, from time to time, and offered
mild remonstrances to the murdereus tyrant who has permitted
and apparently directed the atrocious work of slaughtering
Christians.  Surcly something more than this should have been
done to check and punish the brutality of the Turk. By the
Treaty of Derlin in 1878 the irresponsible despotism of
Turkish government was made subject 1o the scrutiny of the
Powers, but this would scem to have meant practically the sub-
stitution of a committee of inspection for Russian single-handed
supervision, without taking into account how conflicting inter-
ests would affect the action of the several members of com-
mittee.  The Tumentable result is that the Powers recognize
the rottenness of Turkish rule in Armemia, but camot agree
upon the remedy. Doubtiess Russia would gladly take the
matter in hand if England would only let her, but England
cannot do so, for that would make Russia too powerful in Asia.
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The honest and hearty agreement of England and Russia as
to what should be done weuld speedily terminate the tyranny
of the Sultan. Until this takeg place he can do pretty much
what he pleases. But surely the God of Justice will ere long
make an end of what has been for centuries a dark blot ¢n
human history.

I must not take leave of Glasgow without expressing ny
very warm appreciation of the generous hospitality of its Pres-
byterian citizens. Evervthing was done that could be desired
for the comfort and enjoyment of members of Council. Ve
were welcomed with open arms in the magnificent homes of
princely merchants. The public reception the first night, the
trip down the Clyde, the 1'c¢cption at the University, the enter-
tainment at Lord Overtoun’s mansion, the visits to the ship-
vards and to Paisley, were cvents cver to be remembered with
delight.  OQur American cousing, o justly proud of the scenery
of the Hudson and the Adirondacks, were consirained 10 ac-
knowledge that my native country, Scotland. presents scenes
oi surpassing loveliness, and. what is better, every foot oi it
has heen rendered sacred to Scottish hearts by heroic deeds on
the battle fields of truth and freedom.

From Glasgow T passed to Chester. to me one of the micst
imeresting cities ol Old England.  Its quaint architecture
comands the attention and admiration of lovers of the antigue.
Its Reman antiquities, cspecially the great wall still intacs,
carry one back into the historic past. Its huge cathedral, so
well restored by the persevering efforts of the late Dean How-
son. is daily frequented Ly tourists who gaze with wonder at
peculiar monuments and landatory inscriptions setting forth the
virtues of the dead whose dust reposes within its walls.

It may be remarked in passing that the musical and ritualis-
tic attractions furnished by the great cathedrals of England
do more than a litéle to render the work of Nouconiormist
ministers difficult and discouraging. It is none the less neces-
sary ou this account. There is something grand and inspiring
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to right-minded men in the thought of toiling amid adverse
circumstances and making even the hostile environment yield
to the power of grace and truth.

Qur College is well represented in Chester by the Rev. J.
Cairns \litchell, B.D., who, from the date of his graduation
with us, has been Pastor of the congregation of the renowned
commentator, Matthew Ifenry. In addition to his successful
ministerial and pastoral work, Mr. Mitchell has found time to
become eminent in astronomy and cnjovs the distinction of
being a Fellow of the Royval Astronomical Society of Britain.
It was a great pleasure for me fo occupy his pulpit two Sab-
baths, while, in company with other astronomers, lic went on
his holidays to make special observations in thie Land of the
Alidnight Sun. \While at Chester we visited the palace and
grounds of thie Duke of Wesiminster, and the mansion and
castle of Hawarden. The sail up and down the Deeis enchant-
ing, and the palace of His Grace, externally and internally, is
the most costly and magnificent modern dwelling in England.
One wonders as he views such mansions and grounds, when
the gencral consensus of Christian thought will pronounce such
lavish expenditure unnecessary and unjustifiable to provide a
home for one houschold.

We rested at Chester, hefore going into North WVales, three
weeks, during which, in addition to enjoving short excursions
into the country, I found some leisure for reading and writing,
and sent a critique on “ The Mind of the Master™ to the “ Cana-
da Presbyterian.™ T sce the author, Dr. \Watson, will have
read “two unpublished annals of Drumtochty™ to a Montreal
audience before you receive theser notes.

Here T must close. having already, possibly, exceeded the
Timit of space in the pages of the ¥ Journal” at vour disposal
for correspondence.  Letters and papers have just now reached
me, giving an account of the successful opening of the Cal-
lege session, in which T greatly rejoice. I shall await with
deep interest the arrival of vour first issue, when I shall have
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the pleasure of reading the names of the students who have
jeined our ranks this winter. as well as of those with whom 1
have had so much happy intercourse in the past.

I hope, in the good providence of God, to see you all before
the labors of the session are ended. Later I mav send you
notes on educational and other subjects to which I have given
some attention in mingling with the people of the old world.

Wishing the “ Journal” increased prosperity and usciulness,
and prayving that God may grant his abundant blessing to pro-
fessors and students,

N Yours very truly,
D. H. MACVICAR.

Paris, 21 Ave. de 1a Grande Armée,
October 22nd, 1896.
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HOME MISSION WORK.
SOME WESTERN. MIsSION FIELDS.

The last issue of the “Journal™ contained a sketch of the
work done under the auspices of the Students’ Alissionary
Society. In this number we continue the series by giving a
report of those western localities in which some of our stu-
dents were engaged during ihe past year.

Before entering upon this paper we desire to express our
regret that the name of Mr. H. I Murray was omitted irom
the report of Lochaber Bay Mlission. in the “Journal™ for
November.

We may now turn our attention to the western part of the
Dominion. The future of Canuda depends a great deal upon
the character of the settlers in British Columbia, and in what is
somewhat indefinitely called the = Great North-\West.”  From
time to time the “ Presbyterian Dishop™ of that immense ter-
ritory, Dr. Robertson, visits the difierent theological colleges
in the cast, and sceeks to impress upon the students the luty
which they owe, not only to their church, but also 1o their
ceauntry.  And vet, it is a duty which falls not upon the stui-
dents alone. but upon tire church at large as well.  They, too,
are citizens.  They, 100. owe a debt to the Kingdom of Christ.
Henry Ward Beecher, in one of his many terse remarks, said,
“\When a lion cats an ox. the ox becomes lion, not the lion,
ox.” And so, il we are to be a nation, prosperous in the
highest sense. the church must keep pace with the increasing
needs of an ever-growing population. It is jor her to say
whether she will allow Cheistiar vitalite to lapse into stolid
paganism: whether she will waste energy at honie and abroad
by squabbling over, not too much charity, but too many
charities: not over too much work lieing done, but over who
shall do it. The permanent vitality of the future of " The
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West,” the force of morality in that land of which we aré justly
proud, nay, the future of our so-called IForeign Missions. de-
pends to a very great degree, upon the acceptance or the re-
jection of the present duty we owe to these our younger sisters
who belong to the common parent of us all, our beloved Ca-
nada; and those who seek to serve these pioncers of western
civilization, earn for themselves the crowns which the first
missionaries won by their sclf-denial for the sake of the carly
colonists in the older provinces.

Our college has fifteen graduates in these regions, and each
summer a number of men, some of whom remain for a vear,
o out to do mission work. We are glad to welcome back to
our midst Mr. W. M. MacKeracher, who, for the past vear,
has beea preaching at Kaslo. on Kootenay Lake. in the Sel-
kirk Mountains. B.C. This place, although only fowr vears
old, has alrcady a population of fiftcen hundred. The incs-
timable richness of the Slocan region, and the channels of
intercourse by steamboat and railway, point to a great future
for Kaslo. Three steamers call morning and cvening, and here,
also. is the outer terminus of the Kalso-Slocan Railway.

Viewed from a moral stanpoint, however, Kalso is not a
model town.  The peonle are largely miners who nave scen
much of one side of life while knocking about from one
bhoeming camp to anotner: and young men who find here none
of the restraims of the castern homes from which they have
broken away. Money is not scarce.  Those who have @t
helieve in enjoving life as they reckon pleasurc—a reckoning
indeed, but one which somctmes counts more by blights tnan
by blossoms.  There is guite a sufficiency of allurements pro-
vided in the twelve saloons open dav and night all the year.
in the gambling houscs. in tie variety theatre. and in the other
evil resorts. \What vice there is. however, is practiced openty,
and hand in hand with it goes a good deal of frankness and
ingenuous virtue. They have no objection to attendance at
chureh, if it is understoord that thev are not thereby making
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a profession of righteousness. Indeed, last year several parties
of yvoung men were accustomed to drop their cards at seven
o'clock on Sabbath evenings, to “ go and hear what the parson
had to say.” But they resumed their cards after the service
was over. .

When Mr. MacKeracher went to Kaslo, the congregation
was entirely without organization. There was no communion
roll, no session, and no board of management. A board of
managers, however, consisting of four energetic and loyal
voung men, was elected, and at the communion in January,
sixteen persons united with the church, twelve of these by
profession of faith. On the departure of Mr. MacKeracher,
the work was taken up by an alumnus of our college, the Rev.
David Campbell.

Petrel is situated seven miles north of the flourishing little
town of Carberry, near to the main linc of the C. P. R,, in that
fertile district of Manitoba known as the Carberry Plains.
Afr. J. R Elmhurst worked in this desirable mission field
which belongs to the Brandon Presbytery. The farmers are
engaged principally in wlieat raising, and last fall their efforts
were rewarded by an abundant harvest.  This is a compara-
tively old scttlement, as it is about sevenleen years since the
first scttlers dared to brave the wilds of the winter, and the
Joneliness of the plains. Now, however, it is quite thickly
settled, and chiefly by people attracted thither from the high-
lands of Scotland, and from Ontario.

One vear ago, owing to the largeness of tl.e district, a division
was cffected.  The former pastor, who for ten years had
Tabored successfully amidst the difficulties incident to a new
country, retained a portion of the ficld, while what is now
known as the Petrel and Summerville Mission was plaged
under the care of Mr. Elmhurst. At these two places, weekly
services were held, and also a Sabbath School during the fall
months.  Bright prospects for a flourishing congregation and
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an encouraging interest and attendance, made work a pleasant
duty.

Jgnace Mission is two hundred and ninety-six miles long
and four and one-half feet broad. At Ignace, Mr.J. W. Brunton,
who had charge of this railroad mission, held service every
Sabbath evening. Tere, a Sabbath School and Bible Class
were conducted, while from station to station all along the
line. he held week night services.  In this way every night
of the week was occupied. The majority of those with whom
AMr. Brunton came in contact were railway employees. These
men have much to contend against, yet they are good citizens
and strongly  support churches, schools, and bhenevolent
societies.

At Barkley a sustained cffort is being put forth to establish
a settlement.  This place is of special interest to us, as all the
settlers who have come in are Presbyterians. They are much
interested in temperance and other church work. The great
drawback here, as at all the other places, in this mission, with
the exception of Ignace, is the lack of a school. Let us hope
that. this drawback may soon be removed.

The interests of the Springbank Mission were lonked after
by Mr. Stephen Young. This place is about sixteen miles
west of Calgary, and in appearance about ten from the Rociky
Mountains, although in reality these are sixty miles away.
The people are chiefly engaged in raising cattle and horses
for the Scoteh and English markets.

Five stations were under Mr. Young’s circumspection, su
that a good part of his time was spent on horseback—allGiw-
ance must be made, of course, for such time as was spent in
the recapture of a spirited broncho when it had grown tired of
its rider. With the exception of one place the services were
conducted in the different schoolhouses.

Ainsworth is one of the most promising mining camps in
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the neighborhood of Kootenay Lake. [t is heautifully located
on the western shore of the lake, about twenty miles from Nel-
son. and fourteen from Kaslo, while on the eastern shore, nine
miles away, is Pilot Bay. In this field Mr. J. M. Wallace
labored. At No. 1 mine, five miles away from Ainsworth,
there was a meeting every Wednesday night, andi at Wood-
bury, a mining camp. about three and one-half miles up the
lake. a weekly service was conducted on Tuesday cvenings.
TDescribing this field geographically, we might say it is ten
miles long, six miles wide, and two thousand cight hundred
feet high.

The mining outlook of this region is bright, as the rich
depesits of silver ore in the surrounding country and the
shipping facilitics of Kootenay Lake make the increase of its
present imiportance almost a certainty.  I‘rom a missionary
point of view, as well, the outlook is encouraging. Neglect
for the past vear or so, on the part of our church, has thrown
the field into a somewhat disorganized condition.  The people
* had got out of the way of going to church.,” Some of them
had never got into the way. Sunday work and Sunday whis-
kev are the great obstacles.  But while smelling does seem to
be a necessary work, whiskey selling is a violation of the pro-
vineial law.  There are many, however, who appreciate church
privileges, and who cheer the missicnary by hearty co-opera-

vion and helpful words.

P. A, WALKER.
Presbyterian College.
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Partie JFrancaise,

NOTE DE LA REDACTION.

Tl » a quelques années, une prime de cinquante dollars fut
offerte @ celui des étudiants en théologie du “ Dominion” qui
présenterait le meiileur Essai, en anglais ou en frangais, sur
Pusage des hoissons alcooliguies dans ses rapports avee la mo-
rale et la religion. ‘

Nous sommes heureux d'offrir & nos lecteurs, avec le présent
numeéro, la premiére partie de I'intéressant travail du vainqueur.

M. J. E. STUART.

La mort a passé dans nos rangs !

Le matin du 13 Novembre, elle nous arrachait M. J. I
Stuart, étudiant en deuxiéme année des arts. Il avait vingt-
deux ans. Ies habitudes de travail de celui qui n'est plus
parmi nous, sa gaicté franche et son agréable conversation iui
avaient gagné une trés réelle estime au collége. Nous con-
serverons de lui le meilleur souvenir.

Il aimait notre langue, et il I'étudiait avec ardeur et succés.
Clest qu'il espérait sans doute amener au pied de la croix
quelques-uns de ses compatriotes d'origine frangaise. Dieu
en avait décidé autrement, et notre ami a été emporté par une
mazladie d’'une semaine !

La FFaculté et es étudiants en théologie ainsi que les aspirants
«du McGill au baccalauréat és arts 'ont accampagné jusqu’-
a la gare.  Les funérailles, auxquelles assistaient deux délé-
gués du collége, ont eu licu chez ses parents, & Athelstane, P.Q.

* Bienheureux sont les morts qui meurent dans le Seigneur.”
De la couche dargile ot il repose, notre ami entendra un jour



134 1HE PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE JOURNAL.

la voix du Fils de Dieu appelant les morts hors de leurs sépui-
cres. Il n’est donc pas perdu.
Nous présentons nos sincéres condoléances 4 la famille

E C

affligée.

DE L'USAGE DES BOISSONS ALCOOLIQUES DANS
SES RAPPCORTS AVEC LA MORALE ET LA
RELIGION.

Pour atteindre la fin que Dieu lui a assignée, 'homme doit
faire une application consciencicuse de tous les moyens qu'il a
regus dans ce but.  Etudier ces moyens, les conserver reli-
gieusement, les améliorer avec soin, les accroitre, les gouver-
ter, les employer conformément aux  desseins suprémes, telle est
la série des devoirs que lui prescritla morale et qu’il doit rem-
plir pour réaliser sa destinée.  Nais il faut que le flambeau de
la religion répande une vive ct bienfaisante lumiére sur le but
de la vie, afin qu'il ne le perde pas de vue ct qu'il ne s'égare pas
dans les basses régions de la matiére.

Lec seul sentier par conséquent qui conduit 'homme au som-
met sublime de ses destinées inmmortelles est celui que trace la
morale; et on ne le peut suivre ‘d'un pied ferme et droit que
soutenu par la religion.

Voila ce qu'il cst bon de rappeler a notre siécle épris des mer-
veilles de la science et de I'industrie et par suite trop disposé a
placer le tout de Fhomme dans I'enivrement des plaisirs du
mende.

Voulons-nous que humanité poursuive sa marche ascendante,
qu’elle fasse des progrés dans la voie de ses nobles destinées en
s’approchant de plus en plus du bien idéal, de la perfection, de
Dieu méme? Il faut alors chercher a faire vibrer dans les
cocurs de nobles et généreux sentiments; il faut opposer au
culte envahissant des puissances matérielles les interéts supé-
rieurs de lavie morale et de la religion, et combattre vaillam-
nient tout ce qui peut rendre les hommes impuissants a remplir
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leurs devoirs cnvers eux-meémes, cnvers leurs semblables ct
envers Dieu. :

Or de toutes les causes qui apportent aux facultés physiques,
intellectuelles, morales ct religicuses de 'homme cet affaiblisse-
ment qui le frappe d'impuissance en face de ses devoirs, 1a plus
redoutable de nos jours est sans contredit 'abandon a cette pas-
sion infime qu'on appelle l'intempérance, vice dégradant que
produit 'abus des boissons alcooliques.  Oui, c'est linten-
pérance qui peuple nos hopitaux, qui remplit nos prisons, qui
conduit des milliers de nos semblables dans la voie de Pexil et
de T'échafaud.  Clest la Délila moderne qui aprés avoir avili
le genre humain le livre sans force ct aveugle entre les mains
de son plus cruel enemi, Satan.

I1 ne faut donc pas s'étonner que les boissons alcooliques
soient devenues un objet de répulsion presque pour tous ceux
qui se réclament du beaw nom de chrétien ou qui professent
avoir & cocur le bien de leurs semblables et la prospérité ma-
tériclle et morale de leur patric.  Si, & la parole éloquente d'un
Bernard, on a vu une grande partie de I'IEurope se lever comme
un seul homme ct aller, malgré mille obstacles, 4 la défense
d'un sépulere; on comprend que quand ce n'est plus le sépulere
vide du Christ qui est menacé, mais que c’est le Christ lui-méme
qu'on insulte, que ce sont les ames rachetées au prix de son
sang qui sont en péril, que c’est Ja marche méme du Christia-
nisme qgui est entravée, on comprend, dis-je, que la sainte et glo-
ricuse croisade de la tempérance ait enrolé sous ses drapeaux
tant de coeurs généreux. Clest avec une profonde reconnais-
sance qu'on aime d porter sa pensée vers ces héros si dignes du
noble nom de citoyen et de chrétien, qui n’ont pas hésité non
sculement & suivre mais encore a diriger et a accélérer, par lenr
exemple et leurs efforts, ce mouvement régénérateur qui tend a
faire disparaitre le plus grand fiéau qui ait jamais afflgé 'huma-
nité. It cest un sujet de joic de pouvoir constater que la
phalange de ces ames d’'élite, qui ne balancent pas a faire le sa-

crifice de leurs golits et de leurs habitudes, quand il s’agit de
n
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travailler au relévement de la race huwmaine, regoit tous les
jours de nouvelles recrues.  Puissions-nous voir bientét 'au-
rore de ce jour glorieux ou tous les efforts que font les amis
de la noble et sainte cause de la tempérance seront couronnés
d’un plein suceés ! Alors disparaitront bien des maux qui ont
‘couvert la terre de ruines et qhi I'ont arrosée de larmes.

Cest parce que nous désirons hiter de nos voeux
et de nos faibles efforts lavénement de ce jour béni
que nous écrivons ces quelques pages, dans lesquelles nons
voulons examiner, a la double lumiére de la morale et de la reli-
gicn, les tristes effets de 1'abus des boissons alcooliques.

Voyons les ravages que fait cet abus en tant qu'ils at-
teignent la vie physique, les facultés intellectuelles et morales
et le sentiment religieux proprement dit; et puisque 'on con-
nait I'arbre & ses fruits, nous serons & mémes de juger si I'alcocl
n’est pas plus pernicieux que cet arbre stérile dont parle le Sau-
veur et qu'it noud dit de détruire.

Le premier et le plus élémentaire des devoifs que nous pres-
crivent la morale et la religion c'est de protéger et de conserver
notre vie et notre santé.

Le corps nous étant donné pour étre Finstrument, Porgane
de 'dme, et un haut degré dc force et de santé nous €tant né-
cessaire pour &tre 3 méme de remplir nos devoirs multiples
sur le terre, ce corps réclame donc les soins les plus intelligents;
car ame scrvie par des organes sains est seule dans une situa-
tion normale. Il faut donc travailler a la conservation dc
notre santé, en maintenant dans un état normal chacun de
nos crganes physiques dont le jeu merveilleux est calculé
pourjdes fins suprémes.

Drailleurs, la Parole de Dieu ne nous enjoint-elle pas de pré-
senter nos membres en sacrifice vivant et saint a Dieu, qui veut
bien: faire de nos corps le temple de son Saint-Esprit?

Or, rien ne tend plus a détruire ce temple, 3 profaner ce ta-
bernacle que I'intempérance. Elle engendre ou aggrave toutes
les maladies auxquelles Fhomme est sujet.  Prenez le
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long catalogue de la nosologie, on I'on voit défiler le lugubre
cortége de maux qui forment le triste apanage de la misére hu-
maine, et demandez i 'homme de science quelles sont les
sources impures de tous ces maux; il vous répondra que la plus
féconde est I'alcool.  “Grice au progrés de hygiéne, les épi-
démies deviennent de plus en plus rares et de moins en moins
meurtriéres.  L'alcoolisme, au contraire, poursuit sa marche
envahissante, menagant lindividy, la famille, la société, et Uon
peut dire qu’il est devenu la plus grande cause des maladies, e
la misére et des crimes de notre siécle.” (1)

11w’y a pas lieu de s'étonner que l'alcool produise de si fu-
nestes ravages dans 'organisme du corps humain, en en chan-
geant I'état-normal et en en arrétant progressivement les fone-
tions, puisque c'est un poison violent. Ce fait est attesté par
tous les chimistes et les médecins.  Christisan, la plus haute
autorité en cette matiére, dit que “l'action sédative de I'alcool
sur le cerveau est cclle d'un puissant narcotique.” Ce témoi-
gnage est confirmé par le Dr. Lees qui déclare que “lalcosl
est un poison si virulent qu'on ne le peut prendre que sous la
forme diluée des spiritueux.” Citons encore les paroles de Sir
W. Gull, médecin de la Reine : * Je sais, dit-il, que I'alcool est
un poison trés délétére. Un grand nombre de personnes
meurent tous les jours empoisonnées par l'alcool, bien qu'elles
ne s'en doutent pas.”

Mais qu'avons-nous besoin d'interroger la scicnce sur la na-
ture de Yalcool pour connaitre son action meurtriére sur la vie
humaing quand on en abuse ?

De tous les points du pays la voix de grandes multitudes de
malheurcux s'éléve pour le dénoncer comme la cause de leurs
maladics et de leurs souffrances. Demandez aux relevés sta-
tistiques des hopitaux 1’étendue de ses ravages et ils vous diront
que plus d'un tiers des misérables habitants de ces demeures de
ja douleur v ont été jetés par I'abus des boissons alcooliques.

(1) Dr. A. Jausen.
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Interrogez le sépulere et il vous dira qu'il sappelle légion le
nombre des victimes de FPalcool qui viennent dormir leur der-
nier sommeil dans son sein glacé.

Clest aprés avoir constaté de pareils faits que naguére jusqu’a
deux mille médecins d’Angleterre, cette terre classique de
Fivrognierie, ont déclaré que le' banissement des liqueurs fortes
serait d'un immense avantage pour la santé publique; que leur
cmploi journalier affaiblit au licu de fortifier et qu’il donne lieu
d une infinité de maladies.  Cette voix autorisée d'outre-mer a
trouvé un écho en Amérique. Ln 1878 les médecins de Mont-
réal, au nombre de 90, effrayés & juste titre des maux que Fabus
des boissons cause & notre patrie, ont signé unce déclaration
que je crois devoir transcrire ici : “ Nous, soussignés, membres
de la profession médicale de Nontréal sommes d'avis.

1. Que l'usage des boissons alcooliques comme breuvage est
la cause d'une grande partie des miséres humaines, de la pau-
vreté, de la maladie, du crime;

2. Que Tabstinence compléte des hoissons cnivrantes, fer-
mentées ou distillées est non sculement favorable d la santé et a
la vigueur physique et mentale. mais qu'elle contribue essen-
ticllement & les angmenter ;

3- Que Tabstinence des liqueurs cniviantes  favoriserait
grandement fa santd, la morahté et la honheur du peuple.”

Mais la sanction des lois divines ne s'exerce pas seulement
sur les ivrognes: clle atteint aussi leurs enfants. Darwin
affirme que toutes les maladies produites par Iabus des spiri-
tucux sont hérdditaires, transmissibles méme jusqu’a la troi-
sitme génératien, ¢t quiclles saggravent peu i peu quand la
cause persiste, jusquit ce que la famille s'eteigne.

On compromzt donc sa santé, on attente donc a ses jours et
a ceux de scs enfants en sadennant & Fabus dces hoissons.

J. L. MoRriN.

[ suivre.]
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LA VRAIE EDUCATION.
(Allocution prononcée i L’Union Chrétienne des Jeunes Gens.)

“Tnstruis Ie jeune enfant selon la voie qu'il doit suivre; lors
ni¢me qu'il sera devenu vicux, il ne s’en éloignera point.”
Prov. xxii, 6.

Un philosophe chrétien doit avoir dit quelque part que la
vraic éducation pour les jeunes gens consiste * & leur enseigner
ce quiils devront connaitre quand ils scront devenus hommes.”™

On peut donc se demander: Quiest-ce que les hommes
doivent connaitre ?

11 me semble quiils doivent d'abord apprendre & étre natu-
rels, @ étre eux-mémes pour ainsi dire; 4 étre nobles, loyaux et
francs dans le vrai sens de ces mots.  L’¢ducation qui n'en-
seigne pas cela, a4 mon avis ne vaut que peu de chose.

I1 vaudrait mieux ¢.c le jeune homme ne conniit pas une
scule Iettre de Talphabet, mais qu'il it droit et integre, plutot
que d'¢tre versé dans toutes les sciences humaines ct, ecn méme
temps Ctre faux, trompeur, malhonnéte.

Ah! jeunes freres dans la {oi chrétienne, je vous e¢n prie,
apprenez, par-dessus toutes choses, que la vérité est plus précieuse
que les richesses, plus haute que la science, plus gloricuse que
les titres et les dignités. plus grande que les honneurs les plus
¢levés auxquels Thomme puisse prétendre ici-bas.

Oui, enscignez-leur par linfluence du Saint-Esprit  quils
peuvent perdre feurs biens terrestres; mais quavee le travail et
la persévérance, ils peuvent les recouvrer; uils peuvent perdre
leur santé, mais quavee un hahile médecin, ils peuvent se ré-
tablir; que sils perdent meme lear réputation, ils peuvent né-
ammoms, apres un long temps dépreuves et par une honne
cenduite la réparer: mais que £ils perdent leur. ame, clle sera
perdue. hélas ! pour Féternite 1!

En sccond leu, ensiguez aux jeuncs gens a étre purs dans
leurs pensces, dans leurs paroles et dans leur vie, 4 Uexemiple
de Jesus-Christ, le Sauveur du monde lorsquiil a passé sur Ja
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terre. IEsi-ce trop demander de vous, jeunes gens ?  Je nele
crois pas.  Et aussi a linstar du Christ tenez vos corps purs
etsaints. N'est-ce pas ce que celle qui doit étre votre compagne
un jour, et qui vous jure fidélité, exige aussi de vous >  Ce nest
donc pas trop exiger. Car I'homme impur, jeune ou vieux,
empoisonne la societé. Il deévient, par son language ct ses
actions, une plaic morale.  Clest un I1éprenx spirituel que 'on
devrait traiter comme les Iépreux d'autrefois ¢ue Ion bannis-
sait du sein de la société afin de la préserver de la contagion du
mal.  Iélas, que ces lépreux sont nombreux de nos jours !

En troisi¢me lien, enseignez aux jeunes gens le désintéresse-
ment, ce sentiment qui porte 'homme a aimer Dieu pour lui-
méme, sans égard 4 la récompense.  LEnseignez-leur a étre
polis, bienvaillants, car la grossiéreté n'appartient pas d notre
siccle.  Oh, enseignez aux jeunes gens & étre grands, géné-
reux, pleins de déiérence pour la vieillesse, peur les choses sa-
crées, pour Dieu et sa Parole, pour ses serviteurs, pour le Christ
et I'Eglise.

En quatriéme lien, enseignez aux jeunes gens & compter sur
cux-memes, ct ccla dés leur bas age.  Qu'ils deviennent labo-
rieux, économes ct bientst en état de gagner leur vie.  Quiils
apprennent quune vie oisive et sans but est unc vie honteusc.
Ah! enscignez-leur que fa jeuncesse doit se préparer i 'école du
Christ afin de pouvoir lutter contre les difficultés & venir; que
Iage mur doit s¢ préparer  celles de la vieillesse, et que la vic
tcute enticre doit ¢tre une préparation pour entrer au ciel par
JTésus-Christ crucific. Qui, enscignez-leur donc le salut per-
senmel par Jésus-Christ qui seul peuat sauver.

Enscignez-leur 4 le regarder aussi comme leur ami intime ct
fidcle, le seul qui les accompagne partout. Chers amis, n’ou-
bliez pas non plus que lut seul est Tappui par excellence &
I'heure de la mort, et quil peut guider infalliblement les ames
jusqu'd son éternel trone, et donner & chacun avec la couronne
gloricusc des rachetés la félicité sans fin de la patrie céleste.

Quand les jeunes gens auront mis cn pratique ces quelques
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humbles conseils; quand, par le priére, ils s¢ mettront sous le
regard de Dicu, ils pourront alors dire sans crainte quils ont
appris quelques-unes des choses les plus nécessaires et les plus
importantes dont ils auront besoin quand ils deviendront
homimes.

Avec ces quatre grands principes bien enracinés dans leurs
ceeurs, il leur sera facile d'apprendre & trouver ce qui reste
faire. Ouij, je le dis sans hésitation, quand méme aujourdhum
ils seraient au plus bas échelon de la société chrétienne, ils s'¢-
léveraient jusqu’au sommet avant de quitter cette terre, s'ils sunt,
& partir de ce moment, justes devant Dieun et devant les hommes.

I. P. BRUNEAU, pasteur.
_Québec, P.Q.

PRIERE DU SOIR.

La nuit s’approche c'est heure de la priére,

De la campagne, les chants joyeux sont éteints
On nentend plus 1 refrain de la bergére,

Mais le tendre murmure d’un ruisscau voisin.

La nature dans ce repos éphémeére

Aet dans chaque ame la soiff du mystéricux,
La détache pour quelque temps de la terre

Et 1a remplit du désiride songer aux cieux.

Précicux silence ! ot loin des bruits du monde,
L’homme peut en paix parler a son Créateur,
Sois toujours ces hieures calmes ct fécondes,
Ou T'ame sabreuve aux sources du Sauveur.

O vous gqui marchez dans des sentiers de roses
Fuvez ces joics qui ne désaltérent jamais,

Loin du monde, i heure on tout repose.
Venez an Chirist, il donne & tous la paix.

Douce solitude, toi qui remplis le cocur,
ID'amour céleste, des choses qui sont en haut,

Puisses-tu aussi étre la divine lueur,
Quiinspirent & Pame, le vrai, le bien, le beau !

. JEAN REY.



.

142 IHE PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE JOURNA L.

College Mote=1500R.

STUDENT LIFE.

The sad duty of recording the death of one of our own
students falls to our lot this month. Mr. J. T. Stuart, haviug
received his preliminary education at Huntingdon Academy,
passed the Higher Entrance Examination at McGill last ses-
sien, and was accordingly in the sccond year of the Arts
ccurse at the time of his death. Ie had been troubled with a
slight hemorrhage for some time, but on November 7th it
became so bad that he had to be taken to the Victoria Hos-
pital, where, notwithstanding the most efficient medical attend-
ance, he breathed his last on the morning of November 13th.
A funeral service, conducted by the Rev. James Fleck, assisted
by the professors of the Presbyterian College, and attended by
a large body of students, was held in the Morrice Hall on the
afternoon of the same day. IBeautiful floral wreaths from our
college, from the sccond year Arts, and from St. Gabriel's
Young People’s Society, lay on the casket. The procession
to the Windsor depot, whence the remiins were conveyed to
Athelstan, was a very impressive sight; the MeGill students,
attired in academical costume. led ; then came the students
oi the Presbyterian College, and at the rear the professors.
Messrs. M. I. Maclntosh and Idenry Young, President and
Vice- President of the Students’ Hall, represented us at the
funeral at Athelstan, where, although the weather was un-
favourable, a large concowrse assembled. The service was
conducted by the Rev. A. Rowat, assisted by our representa-
tives. Tt will be some comfort to Mr. Stuart’s sorrowing re-
lations to know that evervthing was done for him that human
skill, prompted by sincerest sympathy, could suggest.

It was not told by the chronicles of history, and ceven the
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romantic pages of Henty knew it not. But that it happened
is now verified, as the men of the Morrice Hall and :the resi-
dents of a certain street, the name of which suggests sport,
can bear witness. Were we called upon for a title we would
suggest, and with all humility, “ Qut in 43, or a Tale of Three
Jacobites.” Students of history and lovers of romance have
watched the episoac with peculiar interest. Tt was strange,
passing strange, that men so retiring should try to surpass
their ancestors” gallant deeds.  Shades of him who fought at
TFalkirk and was bascly betraved by Alonteith, look down on
that descendant who bridged a wall and found the barrel of
mystic apples on the other side, and who accomplished this
while zealously safeguarding from the clan of Mac the wavds
that were intrusted to his care.

Tell it softly, whisper it low. where Donaldas most do con-
gregate, that he whose people onee persecuted the Covenant-
ers. and hunted in darkness on the muirlands, wanders under
cover of the darkness still, but not alene.  But further we must
not speak, for deep are the wavs and cunning the craft of the
philosopher. \When he chooses to step (h)in to the light we
will be satisfied.

Is it a wraith that looms up amidst the mists of the hills
The tartan plaid, the scowling look, the hand that wanders to
the cver ready dirk »  Perhaps not, but it might be excused it
it were.  Oh, child of the Macs. why did you do it? "Tis truc
that for many a long vear no suspicion would be attached to
vou. Tis truc that vour circumspect wallks were once a lesson
to the juniors—no longer now. How suddenly and complete-
Iy you fell! 'We hoped for other things. Alas, the ™:pe!
Closc the record. Tt is enough.

AMr. G D. Ireland, B.A.. is giving a course of lectures in
English literature at the city Young Men's Christian Associa-
ticn. Mr. Trcland, it will be remembered, was editor-in-chiel

of the Journal last session.

A large number of the students accepted the invitation of
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St. Gabriel's Young People’s Society to attend a social, and
they were not sorry they did so. There were many interest-
ing features on the programme and in the rooms; the’ oration
of a former student was especially appropriate to the time and
place. We wish our kind friends at St. Gabriel's every success

during the winter.

A number of our men who are in the Arts course show
promise of becoming first-rate football players.  This is a good
beginning; who knows, perhaps there is a worthy successor o
the great Guthrie in our midst. But before anything effec-
tual can be done in athletics there must be steady, faithiul
practice, and that under the eyes of men who know something
abeut training. It is a thousand pities we have not something
in the line of a gymnasium in our own college.

The following conversation was overheard on the Dean’s
Flat recently:—

1st vear Theolog. (ingenuously)—There is a vacant congre-
gation at my home which would suit you exactly.

3rd year Theolog. (sarcastically)—What are the people, all
farmers ?

1st vear Theolag. (blandly)—Yes.

And G— is still wondering what ¢n earth the fellow meant.

The farewell social given to the Rev. W. D. Reid, B. A,
B.D., by the congregation at Victoria Town was a most suc-
cessful affair. Though the church is some distance from the
college a large number of our men were present and contri-
buted songs and addresses which were well received. We
wish the genial ex-pastor of Victoria Church don wapage and

a safe and speedy return to his native land.

Hallowe’en passed pretty quictly, all things considered. The
Freshmen obeyed inexorable custom and produced the inevit-
able barrel of apples, but the New Building was not as well
represented as of yore, and the North Flat had it, or might
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have had it, all their own way. Gilmour and Biron, repre-
senting the New and Old respectively, gave, to the de-
light of the crowd, a nice exhibition of wrestling as it is not
done.  Both gentlmen confessed to a tired feeling next

morning.

Messrs. LEdgar W. Pack and Archie G. Cameron have,
under medical instructions, given up college work for a time.
Mr. J. E. Menangon also, is on the sick list.

Tt is a mistake to suppose that J. C. R. is attending lectures
in architecture purely from a love of the subject (of architec-
ture); the reason is that the lecture room—vell, we'll keep it
dark, J. C., but don’t do. it again.

J. L. J—"Say, Thom, have you a Greek Lexicon *”
Thom.—* Yes. Do you want to buy one ?”
J. L. J—"No. I just want to look up a word.”

Thom.—" Five cents.”

The friends of Mr. George Weir, B.A,, and their name is
legion, are congratulating him upon the outcome of an inter-
collegiate debate, in which a student of the Wesleyan Coilege
and he proved themselves able platiorm speakers.  NMr. Weir
modestly attributes the success of his side to the ability of his
confrére, but we are inclined to think honors were casy.

It is bad enough to be “between two fires,” it is still worse
10 have your head in one; morcover, it is no consolation to be
reminded that you succeeded in unseating a trumpeter, and it
is adding insult to injury to throw pans of water at one’s
head. It is bad enough to be sent to a lecture half an hour
before the regulation time, it is worse to have the fact of the
existence of your idiotic alarm-clock forced upon your atten-
tion at uncarthlv hours by uncarthly agencics. One might
very well “speak out.”

We have read of the vendetta, we have followed with admir-
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ing awe the gestures and words of the master tragedian as he
depicted the passion of revenge, we have been present at a
championship lacrosse match, but, over and above all this, we
have witnessed an old-time New versus Old Building fight.
It was glorious ! It was almost worth while losing the gloves
in the first instance and sleeping on the hard, hard floor in
the last instance, to have been privileged to participate in such
a holocaust—not that the victim was burnt at all, indced, he
came much nearer being drowned. Ontario did bravely on
that eventful night, and dear old Scotia put on a bold front;
the Persia-Ircland combination had practised assiduously for
weeks, but came out second best after all. The picturesque
garb of the Turk made a fine target; next time he turns out
he will attire himself in darker hues. A set of gloves and a
feather pillow have changed sides, but more than that, the
sleeping woli has been waked, and we are able to look forward
to merry times in the intervals of study for the remainder of
the session.

Pepper and Cress:—

Prof. —:—"Alr. Young Again.”

TLord Byron.—" Awl roight.”

AMcGinnis—“I got enough at noon.”

S. Y.—"“The Third Year live for those who love them.”

H. H. T—" Game is scarcc to-night. Confound the Gle
Club.”

W. W, McC.—*The verses given unto me are—"

W. D. T—"Chestnuts ! Chestnuts ! Ten cents !”

Dsecronian.—"1 was sawked.”

J. G. STEPHENS.
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The second regular meeting of the Philosophical and Lit-
«crary Society was held on TFriday cvening, October 3oth, the
President in the chair.  After preliminary exercises, the min-
utes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. Mr.
Murray’s motion, which had been laid over from the last meet-
ing. was considered by the Society, and an amount, cqual to
that paid in former years, was voted for thg procuring of pho-
tographs of last year's Journal staff.

The Corresponding Secretary then read a communication
from Knox College Theological and Literary Society, invit-
ing our Society to send two representatives to take part in a
public debate, to be held in Knox College, on December the
4th.  This invitation was accepted, and Mr. . W. Gilmour
and: Mr. N. D. Keith, B.A., were chosen to represent us on
that occasion.

The debate, which proved to be extiremely interesting, wis
then proceeded with.  The subject chosen for discussion was,
“ Resolved, that it would be wise for England to undertake
alone the scttlement of the Armenian question.”  Ar. Mac-
Keracher in an able and cloquent address, opened the discus-
sion.  He pictured very vividly the crimes and atrocities per-
petrated by the © Unspeakable Turk,” and denounced England
and the other Christian nations because they bave not taken
steps to defend the down-trodden and oppressed Armenians.
He was followed by Mr. J. C. Robertson, leader of the nega-
tive, who maintained that any interference on the part of Eng-
land alone would result in a European war, and in the trans-
ference of suffering from the Armenians to the British army.
The sccond speaker on the affirmative was NMr. Dseronian.
Being a native of Armenia and deeply interested in the welfare
of his country, Mr. Dseronian discussed this question in an
exceedingly interesting and impressive manner. e consid-
cred it the duty of England to protect the persecuted Arme-
nians. and to securc for them that freedom which he himself
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now enjoys under the British flag. Mr.-Murray, the second
speaker on the negative, then made what was, in many rcs-
pects, the speech of the evening. In an able manner he de-
fended the stand whic¢h England has taken, and adduced many
reasons to show why she should not undertake single-handed
to settle the Armenian question.

After Mr. Gilmour had briefly criticised the evening’s pro-
ceedings, the meeting came to a close.

The Canadian Inter-Collegiate Alissionary Alliance met in
its eleventh convention from November 5th to November 8th.
The meetings were held in the Convocation Hall of this Col-
lege. Notwithstanding the small attendance of delegates, the
sessions were rendered most interesting by valuable papers
and discussions on missionary topics. The social featurc of
the convention was a reception tendered the visiting delegates
in the Morrice Hall on the evening of opening, November 5th.
Space will not permit more than a passing reference to the
proceedings, but few who were present will soon forget the
stirring addresses of the Rev. Mr. Davis of theCanadian Baptist
Telugu Mlision, and of Bishop Baldwin of Huron.  This
sketch would be incomplete if mention were not made of two
excellent papers—one by Miss Ross, on * The Kindergarten as
a IFactor in Mission Work,” and the other by Mr. A. A. Gra-
ham, B.A.,, on "The Qualifications of a Missionary.” Our
College was represented by a strong delegation, one of whom,
Mr. J. ML Wallace, B.A., was president of the convention.

The -Philosophical and Literary Society held its regular
mecting on Friday evening, November 13th, the President in
the chair. After the opening exercises and the reading of the
minutes of the previous meeting, the programme was pro-
ceeded with. The first item was a rcading byMr. Walker,
which was well rendered and much appreciated by those pre-
sent.  Mr. S. MacLean then rcad a carefully prepared essay,
which proved to be a most interesting feature of the pro-
gramme. There followed an interesting and practical discus-
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sion on the subject, “ Resolved, that the restrictions against
Chinese immigration should be removed””  Mr. McIntosh
opencd the discussion on the affirmative, His speech was
able, his arguments forcible and carefully arranged.  He
characterized all discriminating restrictions against Chinese
immigration as being unjust, inhuman. unneccessary, and in-
jurious to our country. Nr. Murray, as leader of the negative,
replied to Mr. MacIntosh's speech and advanced some strong
arguments to show that the unrestricted immigration of Chi-
nese would be detrimental to the best interests of our country.
He was followed by Mr. MacGregor, who, in an able manner,
supported the affirmative. A neat speech by Mr. Young, fol-
lowed by a summing up by the first speaker, brought the dis-
cussiont to a close. Mr. Gilmour then gave his critique, after
which the meeting adjourned.

The second regular meeting of the Students’ Missionary
Scciety was heldi on I'riday evening, November the 2oth, the
President in the chair. After the meeting had been opened
with devotional exercises, the minutes of the previous meeting
were read and confirmed. In view of the fact that the pro-
gramme was to be of more than usual interest, all husiness
matters which would have come before the Society were laid
over until the next night of meeting. The programme on
this roccasion consisted of an address by the Rev. Murdoch
MacKenzie, a graduate of this College, who has labored for
some years as a missionary in Honan. After being introduced
by the President, Mr. MacKenzie delivered an extremely in-
teresting and instructive acddress on “ Mission Work in China.”
He contrasted briefly the general appearance of the country
where he had labored, with our own land, and referred to some
of the many things which strike the missionary as being pecu-
liar, upon first entering China. There the people are all con-
gregated in villages, town and cities. In that country there
are no cemeteries, but scattered all over the country, which is
remarkably flat, may be seen innumerable small mounds of
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carth, which indicate the last resting place of departed heathen
people.  Their homes, which are scarcely worthy of the name,
arc destitute of all those comforts which are regarded as abso-
Iutely necessary in the homes of our civilized land. e also
referred to some of the difficulties which the missionary en-
counters whilst endeavoring to advance the interests of Christ’s
Kingdom among this benighted people. Their language is
difficult to acquire , vet the difficulty of acquiring and under-
standing the language is insignificant when compared with
the difficulty ¢f understanding the Chinaman himselfl.  And
cven after he has mastered the language, the missionary expe-
riences great difficulty in making” these ignorant and irreligious
people understand the ideas which he wishes to present to their
minds. Tt is only by placing himself side by side with the
Chinaman: by endeavoring to think as he thinks; by-looking
at matters from his point of view, and by making use of the
simplest illustrations drawn from his daily life, that the mis-
sionary can hope to make him grasp those great and impor-
tant truths which he wishes to impress upon his mind.

But although the work in Fonan is beset with many diffi-
culties, it is not “all cloud and no sunshine.”  The mission-
arv's heart is gladdened by the results of his labors. Never
were the hopes of Christianity brighter in Honan than they
are to-day, and never were there as many cvidences of its
Divine power. Men are being raised from the lowest degra-
dation, and freed from the thraldom and slavery of sin and
vice by the power of that truth which alone can make men
frees

The address was intensely interesting throughout, and we
hope that the Society may be favored with similar addresses
from time to time. Such addresses cannot fail to prove an
“incentive to remewed consceration,” and tend to develope
a deeper missionary spirit among the members of the Society.
Dr. Scrimger, being present, spoke bricfly and congratulated
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the Socicty on being favored with such an interesting address
as that delivered by Mr. MacKenzie.

The meeting closed with the benediction pronounced by
Mr. MacKenzie. D. M. MACLEOD.

OUR GRADUATES.

The Rev. D. J. Fraser, M.A., B.D., who has lately returned
from his travels in Germany, spent a few days with us. We
have just heard that Mr. Fraser has reccived a unanimous call
from Knox Church, St. Thomas, Ont,

The Rev. D. Guthrie, B.A., of Walkerton, Ont., resumed
his labors last month, after an illness of some weeks.

At a mecting held by some citizens of Ottawa, the Rev.
W. T. Herridge, B.D., was elected president of an association,
liaving as its purpose the establishment of a home for Art at
the Capital.

St. Paul's Church, Prince Albert, N.W.T., has recently ob-
tained the services of the Rev. A. Lee, B.A. His eloquence
and kindliness have won for him the csteem, not only of his
congregation, but of the citizens in general.

The good worle of the St. Johin’s IFrench Church of this city
still goes on.  Among those added to the church at the last
communion was one convert from Romanism. The pastor,
the Rev. Dr. Amaron, has taken a trip to England to solicit
aid from f{riends there for his new church.

The Rev. D. L. MacCrae, M.A,, Ph.D., of Collingwood,
Ont., gave an intellectual treat to the people of Creemore not
Iong ago. In his lecture he explained how those who give,
get in the same proportion. Mr. MacCrac is the cditor of a
religious weekly, “The Northern Presbyterian.”

Yery encouraging reports reach us from Bristol, Que., where
12



152 THE PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE JOURNAL.

the Rev. T. A. Nelson is laboring. The congregation there
hcld Jubilee Scrvices on the 22nd of November, which were
conducted by the Rev. Dr. Wardrope, and the Rev. Messrs.
Lochead and Scott, who also gave interesting addresses on the
day following.  The pastor and congregation have good
causc to rejoice.

The Presbyterian congregation in Sudbury, Ont., as well as
the citizens gencrally, greatly regret the resignation of the Rev.
S. Rondeau, B.A. He is a scholarly and earnest preacher, and
¢ faithful pastor. Previous to his departure, he was presented
with a beautiful clock of onyx, mounted in gold, by the Free-
masons of that place.

The induction of the Rev. J. H. Graham, B.A,, into the pas-
terate of Avonton and Carlingford, took place on the 13th of
last October. The service was held at the Avonton Church.
The Rev. M. L. Leitch presided, and the Rev. J. Kay addressed
the minister, while the Rev. J. W. Cameron addressed
the congregation. A tea meeting was held in the evening,
at which speechest were made by the clergymen and others.

At a meeting held under the auspices of the “ Gaclic Society™
in Toronto, an interesting and able lecture was given by the
Rev. J. A. Morison, B.A., of Oak Street Presbyterian Church
of that city. Ilis subject was “ John Knox and his Times,”
and in the course of his lecture, he traced the eminent Scotch-
man's carcer and life work. He also showed that the spirit
of Knox still lives on in his countrvmen.

The resignation of the Rev. A. S. Grant, B.D., of St. An-
drew’s Church, Almonte, Ont., was accepted with great reluct-
ance, at the June meeting of the Lanark and Renfrew Pres-
bytery. A, Grant was presented with a bicycle and an address
inn which thc congregation expressed their high esteem for him
as a man and minister.  Mr. and Mrs. Grant have made many

fast friecnds and loving acquaintances in Almonte
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We have to report two happy events which took place, last
spring in conncction with graduates of "935. In the month of
April, the Rev. P. D. Muir, B.A,, was married to Alexina,
daughter of Mrs. R. MacLachlan, of Lochaer Bay, Que.
In June following. the Rev. Jas. Taylor, B.A., was united in
marriage with Aliss Jeanie Ramage of Roberton, Lanarkshire,
Scotland. The ceremony was performed at the residence of
the bride’s brother, Petite Cote, Montreal.  We extend our
cengratulations.

Pleasing accounts come to us of the Rev. J. H. MacVicar,
B.A,, of Fergus, Ont. He is becoming very popular with the
people of that place, both as a man and as a preacher of the
Gospel. Ide is ably assisted in his work by Mrs. MacVicar.
At a recent meeting of the W. F. M. Socicty, at Seaforth, she
gave an interesting address on Chinese homes and customs.
She told of the darkness and superstition in which the heathen
live, and of the tact and kindness necessary to win them to
the Gospel.

St. Giles Presbyterian Church, Montreal, has recently been
eilarged so as to scat six hundred. On the 11th and 18th of
October, services were held appropriate to the occasion, when
interesting addresses were delivered by the Rev. Dr. A. B.
Mackay, and the Rev. Messrs. A. J. Mowat and James Fleck.
It is just two years since this church was organized, being
formerly a mission of Knox church. Now it is scli-sustaining
and very prosperous.  There are about two hundred and
twenty-five church members, and the same number of Sundax
School scholars. The Rev. J. R. Dobson, B.D., has a happy
scttlemeit, as pastor of this church.

A special meeting of the Presbytery of Montreal was held
in Knox Church, of this city, to consider the resignation of
the Reve W, D. Reid, B.D,, of Victoria Church, Point St
Charles. In a letter read to the Presbytery, the congregation
regretted the prospect of losing Mr. Reid, who believed it to
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be his duty to prosccute his studies abroad. Mis resignation
was reluctantly accepted.  There was a large attendance at his
farewell service on October 25th. At this meeting he touch-
ingly referred to the past years of kLis ministry, and com-
mended his congregation for-its faithful work. During tiwe
past five yvears, the Victoria Church kas grown from a mission
with few members, to a large and flourishing congregation,
with many active organizations.

Jo A MeGERRIGLE.

REMEMBRANCE.
From the German of Frederich Matthisson.

I think of thee

When from the brake

The nightingales sweet music make,
When dost thou think of me?

T think of thee

By the shady well,

Under the twilight's glimmering spell.
Where dost thou think of me?

I think of theg,

With pleasant pain,

With longings. while the hot tearsi rain,
How dost thou think of me?

Oh, think of me,

Till in some star

We meet again. However far,
1 think of none but thee.

Voatien', ArTnur \Wem,
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Editorials.

We are given to understand that some discussion has arisen
regarding the fees of the Arts course at McGill, and that there
is a proposal 1o raise them to fifty dollars a session.  The Arts
Faculty, the oldest in the University, has seemed at times in
dimger of hecoming the least in importance, and that merely
ior lack of funds.  While Medicine, Science and Law have cach
received new buildings and additional professors and lecturers,
Arts, for lack of means, has had to content-herself with very few
changes. both: in teaching staff and equipment.  Apparently
while these other faculties have cach their benefactors. Arts must
depend on her own resources and meet her expenses by a gen-
cral raising of the fees of her students.  This proposed increase
touches us very nearly, and we therefore feel quite justified
in giving the question a place in our columns.

We cansider the proposal hoth suicidal to the Arts Faculty
and somewhat harsh towards theological students who are
attending: its classes.

Some thirty vears ago there were in the hands of College
benefactors a number of schelarships. one for every thousand
dollars given \MceGill. Nany of these had been placed at the
disposal of our Faculty by those of the benefactors who were
Presbyterians. A like arrangement had come about in the
case of the other affiliaied colleges.  As these scholarships
were so numerous as really to admit all theological students
free of charge. to the Arts course, it was suggested that the
formal presentation of the list of students to whom they had
heen granted should be done away with. A resolution was
passed by the McGill authorities admitting all theological
students free 1o the Arts course.

Shortly after thig the benefactors were asked privately 1o
give up their right to these scholarships, the reason urged being
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that the college was in great financial difficultics.  All but 2
very few complied.  When they had done so, the resolution
exempting theological students was at once annulled, nd they
were admitted only on payment of the regular fee. That was
four ycars ago. Since then the number of undergraduates
frem the affiliated colleges has fallen off rapidly, until now
there arc only about half as many as there used to be. It may
well be asked, was the paltry addition to the college funds
worth the sacrifice that bougat it ?

“Tis vet to know, which, when we know that boasting is
an honor, we shall promulgate,” that the Arts IFaculty would
he well repaid were it 10 offer special inducements to theologi-
cal students to attend its course as undergraduates.  Our men
have reflected some honor on Mc¢Gill in the past and might
well be expected to do so in the future.  But enough of this;
the records. speak for us.

What we have said of the affiliated colleges applies equally
to Science and Medicine.  Very few, comparatively, of those
who enter these facultics, take with them the Arts degree.
There is a feeling that the Arts course is only so much time
wasted for those entering these professions.  We are well
aware that the proportion of Arts graduates in the Law Faculty
is still very large, vet we cannot but suppose that anyv change
such as this one proposed would have a very decided influence
upon the number of Artsmen from this faculty also.

In a word, the difficultics are already great enough, and any
raiging of the fees would be @ very serious addition to them.
We ventire to say that at present scarcely fifty per cent. of
the undergraduates in Arts are from outside. Montreal.  This
was truc in the case of last year's graduating class, and it seems
equally true of the present sccond and third years, while in
the fourth year the proportion is seventy-five per cent. It is
not long since the proportien was just the reverse.  Surely it
is conclusive evidence that students from the country are find-
ing it impossible to attend, and that presently the Arts FFaculty
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will have to depend on city men only. We consider that any
thing which would hasten such a condition of affairs, is greatly
to be deplored. If McGill is to uphold and add to her fame,
she must draw her students from all over the Dominion, not
alone from the city of Montreal. We think it will be admitted
that those who come to college from the country, and have
definitely in view some onc of the several professions, are as
a body, older, more earnest, and therefore more successful
students than those who come up from the city schools with
the intention of taking the Arts course before entering busi-
ness.  There can he no doubt that the stability and fame of
the college rest with this former class, and that anything
which tends to lessen its numbers will very soon be found a
grievous mistake.

We arc fully alive to the important changes which Principal
Peterson has introduced, and are glad of this opportunity to
express, on behalf of our own Artsmen,-what has alrcady been
so well expressed in the pages of the “McGill Fortnightly,”
namely, a keen appreciation of the thorough and excelient work
Leing done by the new classical lecturers, Prof. Carter and Mr.
Slack. We can quite understand that such additions to the staff
must strain the present resources of the college to their utmost.
and that more funds are absolutely necessary to carry on the
work properly. We trust, however, that hefore the question
is definitely settled, the McGill Corporation wiil consider care-
fully the very serious results which are likely to follow any
decision along the lines of the proposal before them. Surely
there can be found some one who is willing to follow the ex-
ample of Mr. MacDonald and Sir Donald Smith, and furnish the
Arts Faculty with a building and an endowment which will
put it on a fooling with the other departments,

It has long been the hope of many interested in the Arts
Faculty, that the fees for that course might be altogether
abolished. May that day come speedily. Then in greater
aumbers shall students flock to MceGill, and leaving, carry away
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with them kind thoughts of their Alma Mater; and none shall
be more leal and true to her than those who pass from her halls
to thosc of the Presbyterian College.

IN MEMORIAM.

Occasionally some student overtaxes his energies, his
strength fails, the doctor gives his imperative command, and
scrrowfully he packs his books and turns his face homeward.
To our fellow-student, J. T. Stuart, the call came to go to his
“long home,” and he, too, said “Good-bye” and departed.
He entered upon his college work a short time ago full of
energy and hope, but already a dread disease had marked him
for the tomb. He has been cut down in the flower of youth,
on the brink of lif¢’s work, and our lips form themselves to
utter the words, “ How untimely?”  Untimely ! was it after all
untimely ?  True it has not been granted to him to scrve the
Aaster here, but are we not told that in the Holy City where
flows the pure river of water of life, there “ His servants shall
serve Iim.” There are spheres of service for young servanis
farther on.

On such an occasion as this we not only mourn our own
broken ranks, but we also sympathize with the bereaved
family and friends. As we think of our own homes far away,
where there are hearts that love us and cherish hopes that are
centered in us, our deepest sympathy goes out to that rural
home where the first break has been made in the family circle,
and fromr which the “college boy” went forth to return no
more. May the God of all consolation comfort the sorrow-
ing hearts.

LIGHT BREAKING.

If we look at the map of the world we at once see that those
nations are most enlightened, progressive and happy, where.
the Bible is placed in the hands of the people, and where edu-
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cational initerests receive most attention. When we turn to
regard our own country the truth is borne in upon us rhat,
in our chain of fair provinces, there is one that has fallen far
behind her sisters in the march of prosperity and progress.  1i
we inquire the reason, we are reminded that the French-Cana-
dians are a priest-ridden race, that to them the Bible is a pro-
hibited book, and that their children are trained under a sys-
tem of education with the inarks of medievalism upon it. The
French-Canadian “habitant ” is naturally conservative, and so
long as he is kept in ignorance he is content to toil on in his
narrow circle, knowing little except what the priest teils ham,
following closely in the footsteps of his fathers. He knows
of nothing better, he hopes for nothing better.  The meve-
ments of intellectual and commercial progress lic beyond the
bounds of his horizon.

Men arc now anxiously asking “Is not the light breaking
over Quebec? Are not the morning streaks of a new day
appearing ?  Are not the discouraging labors of yecars zbout
to bear fruit?” The “Canada Revue” made a noble struggle
for freedom of speech and educational reform, which doubtless
influenced the minds of many; the French Evangelization
Board has sent its missionaries through the province distri-
Luting books, teaching the truth, poi Hng out the path of pro-
gress; but mightiest of all perhaps has been the influence of
that liberal minded statesman whose bold and enlightencd
utterances in regard to political and religious freedom. chal-
lenge the respect of all Canadians who hold dear the cause of
liberty and progress.

The gencrous and equitable settlement of the Manitoba
School question, and the knowledge which has been dissemin-
ated by the long agitation, have produced a public sentiment
pregnant with possibilitics for the future of Quebec. French-
Canadians have helped to, secure national schools to the Fro-
vinee of Manitoba; they have been awakened to the necessity
of the “ reorganization of public instruction” among their con-
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patriots in the West, and may we not hope that they will now
strive to sccure like precious privileges for their own children,
and that the time is near when the clear cry will be raised,
* National schools for the Province of Quebec !”

OUR FOREIGN MISSIONARIES.

Truly the church at home owes much to the foreign mission-
aries. Their labors and sufferings are the strongest evidences
of Christian sincerity in our day. Their self-sacrifice, their
faith and courage inspire the church with brighter hopes and
deeper zeal.  The stories which they bring back, of the wondrous
pewer of the Gospel of Christ to lighten dark idolatrous hearts
and to change vile heathen lives, confirm the faith of many a
doubting and hesitating Christian in the power and divinity of
his religion. The foreign missionary is the great apologist
of our faith.

Recently we had the pleasure of listening to an address from
a foreign missionary who went forth from our own college,
and who has done honor to his Alma Mater. The Rev. Mur-
dock MacKenzie is now in Canada pleading the cause of
China’s millions, secking to arcuse the sympathy of the Chris-
tians of Canada in favor of that land to the service of which
he has devoted his life.

BUSINESS.

We are pleased to acknowledge the encouragement which
we have received from our friends during the past two or three
weeks, by the prompt payment of subscriptions for the present
session.  As the entire revenue of the Journal is devoted to the
purpese of maintaining and improving its form and charac-
wer, and as there is no reserve fund, it is a matter oi vital im-
portance that its friends should not forget its financial needs
at the beginning of cach session.
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TALKS ABOUT BOOKS.

A good many years have passed since Dr. Paton J. Gloag
and the Talker contributed articles to the defunct British and
Foreign Evangelical Review of Leondon. My quondam fcl-
low-contributor has kindly remembered me with his latest
book, Introduction to the Synoptic Gospels. Other writings
-of his arc A Commentary on the Acts of the Apostles, and
Introductions to the Pauline Ipistles, the Catholic Epistics,
and the Johannine Writings. The Introduction to the Sy-
noptic Gospels is an octavo volume of 298 pages, in T. & T.
Clark’s best style. All who are acquainted with Dr. Gloag s
abundant and accurate scholarship need hardly be informed
that his latest volume is a monument of wide and diligent
research.  IEvery help that the most recent bibliographical finds
can contribute to his task he has freely availed himseli of.
Every question connected with authorship and dates, language
and composition, the whole apparatus criticus of friend and
fee, he passes in review. But there is no overloading of
learning, nothing either dry or oppressive in style. IHowever
lcarned, the author’s pages abound in brief yet clear statement
and argument, simply and naturally expressed, so as to appeal
to the sympathies of the youngest student and the lay reader,
cqually with those of the veteran investigator of Sacred Truth.
While Dr. Gloag is fairly conservative in his criticism, he is
as far as possible from being a mere traditionalist.  ITe believes
in an original Flebrew or Aramaic Gospel of Matthew; in the
superior antiquity of Mark and its integrity, and agrees with
Julius Africanus, whom the Biblical History men know that
the Tatker follows, in regarding Matthew'’s gencalogy of Jesus
Christ as that of Joscph, and Luke’s as that of Mary. In
regard to the Sermon on the Mount, Dr. Gloag contends that
Matthew, disregarding chronological order, has brought to-
gether in onc place, the substance of our Lord’s discourses de-



)
\

162 TIE PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGHE JOURNAL.

livered at various times, vet under similar circumstances. Were
T as short of literary material as the gentlemen who write many
paragraphs on one book in the Saturday issues of our better
newspapers, a great many very interesting points might be
made out of Dr. Gloag’s lucid and pleasing chapters; but I
had rather simply direct the attention of students to the general
excellence of his Introductiens, in the hope that they may
place them on their bookshelves, ‘whether the volumes be
placed on the theological curriculum or be simply recom-
mended asi worthy of study.

A distinguished graduate in Divinity of this College is the
Rev. . R, Beattie, ID.D., Ph.D., Professor of Systematic The-
clogy and Apologetics in Louisville Presbyterian Theological
Seminary.  The most recent of his many works in various de-
partments of theology is The Presbyterian Standards, an Ex-
position of the Westminster ‘Confession of Faith and Cate-
chisms.  This well got-up valume of 431 pages is published
by the Presbyterian Committee of Publication at Richmond,
Virginia.  After two lucid and interesting chapters dealing
with the Great Christian Creeds, and the Nature and Uses of
Religious Creeds. Dr. Beattic procceds to take up seriatim
the dectrines of the documents which form the subjects of his
work. This he does in a very thorough way, so that his
book really constitutes an claborate system of dogmatic the-
ology. Thuse who are perfectly satisfied with our subordinate
standards and see no need for their revision, will hail the
Louisville professor’s contribution to theology as a logical
and timely confirmation of their views. Dut, in these times
through which the most earnest theological thought that the
world has vet scen is j.assing, there.are thousands of devoui
minds that cannot accept all the rigid logical Calvanism of
the Standards as literally interpreted.  They will not agree
with Dr. Beattie’s unrelenting advocacy of every jot or tittle
in the Coniession and Catechisms.  When he says that “the

creed is of much value in enabling the Church to deal in a
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satisfactory .way with cases of heresy,” he is guilty of a con-
struction which the compilers of our Standards never contem-
plated.  Dr. McCrie. in his Annals of English Preshytery,
quotes Dr. Anthony Tuckney, who had a principal share in
their compilation, as opposcd to subscribing them as a term
of ministerial communion.  * For the matter of imposing
upon,” says he, “I am not guilty. In the Assembly I gave
my vote with others, that the Confession of JFaith: put out by
authority should not be required to be either sworn or sub-
scribed to—our having been burnt in the hand by that kind
before.” The Assembly itself said, * Our brethren (the inde-
pendents) misinterpret our intentions; for we desire no more
impesed on our peopld than they in that case do in theirs,
namely, that they appear to us to be orthodox.”  Richard
Baxter wrote, “ T hope the Assembly intended not all that long
Confession and those Catechismis to be imposed as a test of
Christian communion, nor to disown all that scrupled every
word of it.  If they had I could not have commended it for any
such use.” Referring to old minutes of Presbytery dealing
with ordinations, Dr. McCrie says, “ Neither in this nor any
other document of the period does it appear to have been the
practice of IEnglish Presbyterians to exact from ministerial
candidates a subscription or formula of assent to the Confazs-
sion of Tfaith or other Westminster Standards. In place oi
this was substituted the personal confession of the candidate.”
Struthers, in his llistory of the Relief Church, savs, *The
common mode of signing the Confession of Faith at that
period (1718-50) was in a very general way, and the subscriber
was not understood to be bound by cvery iota which the Con-
fession contained,” of which he gives illustrations.  There is
thus ample precedent for protesting against Dr. Beattic’s in-
terpretation of the use of subordinate standards.

Dr. Deattic echoes the harshest and most mechanical of ec-
clesiastical utterances when he says, “if you arc dissatisfied
with these standards, leave the church or procure their revi-
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sion.” To leave the church is schism, a far worse sin than
doubt the infallibility of the Westminster Divines. To ask
for the amendment of any article of the Confession, with n.s
rigid adherence to it, is to expose one’s self to a charge ot
heresy. To call a man dishonest and disloyal, because in
maturer years he departs in a measure from all that he avowed
in youth, is to brand with infamy all progress in theological
research and Christian experience. Qur ministers, as a rule,.
do not believe in preterition. Why should an unjustifiable
conservatism compel them to say they do and thus become
liars by law established ? There i3 one great omission in Dr:
Beattice’s book: he furnishes no Scripture proofs for the dogmas
of the Standards, not even the chief proof text in the Confes-
sion of that Divine Sovercignty on which he logically bases
his whole system. That proof text is found in Daniel iv., 35,
and the author of it is that holy prophet and reverend divine,
Nebuchadnezzar. There is no evidence of soul in “The Pres-
byterian Standards.” The scheme of it is logically consistent,.
thorough, and it is written clearly and pleasantly enough, but
it bears the impress of hard, idolatrous, unprogressive, mid-
iaeval, Southern Presbyterian unthought. What is the use of
the New Testament at all, if this heartless, unfeeling piece of
consistent dialectic is to fetter .the preacher of supposed
abounding grace? How different the words of Baillie, the
Scottish commissioner to the Westminster Assembly: “ That
excommunication in Scotland is inflicted on those who cannot
assent to every point of religion determined in their confes-
sion, there is nothing more untrue; for we know it well that
ncver any person was excommunicated onlv {or his difference
oi opinion in a theological tenet.” Slavish adherence to the
letter of the Confession only developed itself when the majority
in the ministry of the Church became spiritually cold and dead.
" There are 462 small {olio pages, 60 plates and 330 wood-
cuts, in the Thirtecenth Report of the Bureau of Ethnology at
Washington. In addition to the report of the Director, Major
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Powell, it contains six valuable treatises. The first is on
Prehistoric Textile Art, of the Eastern United States, by W.
H. Holmes, which gives evidence of much research, literary
and archaeological. Gerard Fowke next treats of Stone Art
in the same region and beyond it, but-hardly adds the know-
ledge of any forms new to the explorer of Indian antiguities,
Aboriginal Remains in Verde Valley,. Arizona, by Cosmos
Mindeleff, deals with architectural ruins of an ancient people
allied to the Zunis. The Rev. J. Owen Dorsey writes instruc-
tively on Omaha Dwellings, Furniture and Implements. Once
more Cosmos Mindeleff describes the Casa Grande Ruin in
Scuthern Arizona ; and finally, Frank H. Cushing gives the
mythology of the Zunis, under the title; Qutlines of Zuni Crea-
tion Myths. The student of aboriginal life on this continent
will appreciate this varied and interesting volume. Especially
will the investigator of ethnic religions rejoice in Mr. Cush-
ing’s unique contribution.

The Proceedings and Transactions of the Royal Society of
Canada for 1895 begins a new series. The size of the volume
has been reduced from a quarto to a royal octavo of no fewer
than 848 pages and many illustrations. The section of French
Literature is represented by four papers; Mr. Benjamin Sulte
on Morel de la Durantaye; the Abbé Gosselin on the Jesuit
P. de Bonnécamps; M. Napolecon Legendre on Our National
Literature; and M. du Dufau de Maluquer on the Family of
Abbadic de Maslacq. In the corresponding English section,
the papers are seven in number; the most important of which
is a Haida Grammar by the Rev. C. Harrison, edited by Dr.
A. F. Chamberlain. Dr. Bourinot, the Secretary, comparcs
Canadian and Australian politics; Mr. Horatio Iale treats of
the Iroquois Condoling Council; the Talker discusses the
Present Position of American Anthropology; Dr. Douglas
Brymner tells how the Jamiaca Marcons came to Nova Scotia;
Mr. W, F. Ganong presents a plan for a General History of
New Brunswick; and Mr. C. IHill Tout discusses Later Pre-
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historic Man in British Columbia. The scientific sections
present many papers of varying interest by Sir W. Dawson and
his son, Mr. W. Bell Dawson, Professors Harrington, Callen-
dar and Wesley Mills, Dr. Ills, Mr. Whitcaves, ete.  Alto-
getirer, it is a very creditable volume, and will not disgrace
Canada among our exchanges in other lands.

Nir. Chapman, of 2407 St. Catherine Street, .sends four
books, one of which, Sir Walter Besant’s Master Craftsman,
has been already noticed. Another is Mark Twain’s Personal
Recollections of Joan of Arc, a very handsomely printed and
bound volume of 461 pages and 36 illustrations, published by
FHarper & Brothers, of New York; the price of which is two
dollars and a half. This book,. purporting to be by the Sieur
Lcuis de Conte, the page and companion of the Maid of Or-
leans. is an entirely new departure for the author of The Inno-
cents Abroad.  The author has laboriously consulted a number
of Frénch and Inglish authorities on the subject of his ro-
mance, which is written more in the historical style of Stanley
Wevman or Conan Doyle, though with little humor, than in
that burlesque form of composition for which Mark Twain is
famous. 1t is well written, although a little long drawn out,
and its tragedy is so well known that one feels forgiven by
one’s eonscience any lack of enthusiasm in the perusal of its
many pages.  Nevertheless, it is an clegant gift book for a
yeung person of cither sex, and cannot fail to be useful as pre-
senting a fairly accurate picture of the times of the Pucelle.

Another of Mr. Chapman's contributions is A Lover in
Homespun and Other Storics, by ]. Clifiord Smith, a Cana-
dian author. It is published jor fifty cents by William Briggs.
Toronto, and containg 201 pages in 2 plain manilla cover.
Alr. Smith has made the mistake of putting his poorest story.
in which there is no plot and little incident of value, in the
most prominent place.  Some of his tales are really good.
such as Narcisse’s Friend. and they are told in good language,
alihough the humor and pathos are alike somewhat common-
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place. Fowever, they present fairly correct sketches of Canadian
life, hoth cast and west, and cannot but be of interest to those
who look for trices of romance and adventure on our soil.

A fourth volume from the same source is in the Coloniul
Library of William Meinemann of London, and the copy
before me is in paper cover, price seventy-five cents.  In cloth
cover its value is onc dollar, but the American edition sclls
at hali a dollar mare.  Itg pages are 335 and iis title in
England is INumination, in the United States, The Dammnation of
Theron Ware. This remarkable book, which has reached a
sale of manv thousands, is written by Harold Frederic.  Its
joint her.s and villain is an IZpiscopal Methodist parson, raw,
simple m:nded, cloquent and ambitious.  Conference does not
recognize his merit, and sends him 1o a manufacturing town
where the denomination is weak. Theron has a good wifc,
quite his equal, and he has three trustees, one of whom is a
good man but not a church member.  The mean ways of
AMethodist trustees are well shown up, and, in connection with
the visit of a man and his lever wife, revivalists and debe-
raisers, the general ‘untruthfulness, trickery and galvanized
cmotional sham of religious life in a place called Ociavius.
Theron, anxious to raise money to buy his wife a piano and
procurc other comforts, determines to out-rival Farrar and
more celebrated men by writing a Life of Abrahaim,only to find
out that he knows nothing about him. Accidemally, he is
brought into contact with a cultivated and far from ascetic
Roman Catholic priest, a sceptical scientific doctor, and a
charming and wealthy yvoung Trish-American Roman Catholic
lady. They all take to the Reverend Mr. Ware, because of his
delightiul simplicity, and invite him to their houses. The
wealthy lady buys his wife a piano. and makes a kind of flir-
tation with him. Then his simplicity takes the jorm of the
worst kind of cgotism. ITe becomes a sneerer at religion
through abounding hypocrisy. then a hypocrite through policy
taught him by the debt-raisers. and finaliy a libertine.  Such
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a bore does he develope into, that the doctor and the priest
shut their doors upon him, and the invalid brother of the
Catholic young lady tells him unwholsome truths. IFinally,
hearing that the young lady and the priest are going to New
York, really on an errand of mercy, his jealousy leads him to
desert his wife and follow them. There he finds himself in
universal contempt, gets ingloriously drunk, and is saved from
destruction by the crafty but good-natured Soulsbys, the debt-
raisers, who send for his wife, and export the pair to Scattle
to start life anew ,in the lay clement.

This is a poweriul book, showing what cleverness of a cer-
tain kind without culture may lead a man to. Theron was
not a bad fellow as yvoung parsons go. Ile was originaliy
honest and simple-hearted, but he failed to realize that what
drew people to him was this very simplicity and a natural kind-
ness. Knowing nothing of the wavs of society, he took all
kind attentions as tributes to his attractions, and, yielding,
proved in his cgotistical laisser aller, false to cvery principle
of honor, virtue, temperance, and faith. Nor is it recorded
that he made real repentance.  On his way io Seattle, his only
thought was that he might by his abilities as a speaker become
a member of Congress and finally entertain his friends the
Sculsbys, at the White House.  Young ministers of all denom-
inations, all the world over, may learn a uscful lesson from
the Damnation of Theron Ware. Egotistical ambition, unac-
companied by solid merit and honorable action, will, in the
Church at least, and in recally good socicty, land its owner in
universal contempt.  Yet the ways that are dark of ccclesias-
tical politicians make Theron Wares.

Marshall Brothers of Keswick House, London, publish
Ways to Win. a small book of 96 pages, by the Rev. Dyson
Hague, of Halifax, which Mlessrs. Drysdale sell for thirye
cents. It i9 a treatise of six bricf chapters on personal cffort
for souls, and coutains some cxcellent, if not novel, counsel
to thosc interested in the salvation of others. ost people
arc open to the influence of a.manly or womanly Christianity,
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appearing cither in precept or in example.  Mr. Hague shews
very pertinently that a worker must first have in himscli'thc
faith with which he would inspire others, and sets forth the
necessity for a warm, sympathetic heart in those who labor to
bring disciples to Christ. He is himself an carnest worker in
the vinevard, and as such has claims on the attention of all
who would be the same.

A very different book is J. M. Barrie’s Sentimental Tommy,
the Story of his Boyhood. It contains 478 pages and 11
illustrations, and, in the Toronto, Copp, Clarke Company
edition, in cloth. sold by Messrs, Drysdale, its price is a dollar
and a half. Sentimental Tommy and his younger sister. Els-
peth, were the children of a broken-hearted Thrums woman,
who, against her better judgment, had married a masterful man
that brought her only sorrow until his death released her, and
she lived a poor life in London with his son and posthumous
daughter. Ier pride led her, in correspondence with Thrums,
to romance in a ludicrous way’ regarding her circumstances,
especially for the benefit of her old lover, Aaron Latta.  Tom-
my inherited his mother’s imaginative vein, and, when the
faithful Aaron took him and his sister to their dead mother’s.
native place, his spirit of feigning was developed by novel
recading into a life of harmless unreality, not destitute of a
sense of chivalrous honor. The book ends with Tommy's.
fallure as a scholar and his condenmation to be a herd-boy to-
a farmer at the Dubb of Prosen.  The incidents of the loves of’
Jean Nyles and Aaron Latta. of the painted lady and her
daughters, of Miss Ailic and the bachelor, impart a living,
though often painful, interest 1o the pages, that tell the tale
of Tommy’s unrcal existence. The sincere affection of the
young hero and his sister for each other is one of the most
pleasing features in the nevel. and. through its many grim de~
lincations, flows an unfailing stream of the cream if human:
kindness which coustitutes the book's chicf charm.

The genius of Barrie appears, not in gilding vice. nor in
justifving falsity. hut i setting forth a faithful picture of @
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peculiar side of human lile, in which, as in all sides, the good
and the evil are more or less mingled.  Unblemished saints
and unmitigated sinners are rare in civilized life. As to the
Jatter of truthfulness, the so-called saint is often guilty of
grceater “lefect than the sinner, because he has an external re-
putation .o “eep up.  Every human being possessed of an im-
agination, romances,  Romancing or day-dreaming is one of
the hopeful charms of hie, and, unreal and unprofitable as it
may be, is infinitely better than treacherouns scheming to make
i real and lucrative. The Talker once had a lad in his em-
pluyment who had a large streak of Tommy in his composi-
tion.  Being set to the prosaic task of cutting high grass with
a sickle, he viewed the stalks of timothy and other gramincae
as ranks of deadly enemies, which he attacked in magnificent
stage-fashion. slashing and drawing back for a breath, then
re-advancing with a heroie spring 1o the charge and deadly
hack and hew. e made an awiul mess of the grass, but, on
the whale, was a more honest and faithiul servant than' many
who have done better mowing, and he now occupies a far
superion position. What, after all, are many of the loftiest
thoughts of pocts and philosophers but day-dreams 2 They
are injurious when simply selfish and paralyzing to energy,
but if they stimulate to a higher life through God and God’s
love heing in them. they hecome divine.

Finally. the Tditor in Chief has handed to me Green's Greek-
English Lexicon of the New Testament, published by H. L.
Hastings of Doston. in paper cover, for thirty-five cents. It
has a preface by M Hastings, and a supplement by Dr.
Thayer of Harvard. and contains 216 well-printed pages. It
scems 1o be very complete and carefully edited, aind is a perfect
marvel of cheapness.  Mr Hastings is a zealous defender of
the faith, sometimes 1ou zealous, but no one can take excep-
tion to this contribution.
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