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PUBLISHED UNDER THE DIRLCTION OF A COMMITTLL OF WESLEYAN MINISTERS AND FRIENDS IN LOWER CANADA,
IN CONNECTION WITH THE BRITISH CONFERENCE,

aptensepan:

 LET US CONSIDER ONE ANOTHER TO PROVOKE UNTO LOVE AND TO GOOD WORKS."—HrBREWS X. 24,

MONTREAL, TUESDAY, OCTOBLR 6, 1810.

i

DISSOLUTION OF THEUNION BLTWEEN
THE BRITISH AND UPPER CANADIAN
WESLEYAN CONFERENCES.

PROCEEDINGS AXD DECISION OF THE CONFERENCE
ON MATTERS RLLATING TO THE UNION WhETWEERN
THE DRITISI CONFERENCE AND HHE LITER CA-
FADA CONFEREACE, AND T0 OUR MISSIUNS 1A
UPFER CANADA.

TO TUE LDITOR OF THE WESLEVAN.

Dran Sir,

‘The following statement, taken from the minutes
of the Wsleyan Methodist Conference, held in
Newsastle-upon-Tyne, in July Let, 15 an outhine
of the proceedings of that Venerable Body, with
reference to the Union which lately subsisted be-
tween the British and Upper Canada Conferences.
A more detailed account ofthe causes of difference
between the two Confercnces above referred to,
will be published in ashort time.  But as many
of our friends in the Upper and Lower Province
are anxious to ohtainsome infermation on the pre-

“sent state of our affairs, 1 deem it necessary to
place before them, for their immediate considera-
uon, this brief statement of the course pursued by
our fathers and brethrun in the Jate Sessivu,

These documents wiil sufficiently prove that
the British Couference has spared 1o pains i en-
deavouring to adjust the differcnces which have
unhappily arisen between the two bodies, and
that when thear reasonable proposels were rejected
by the Representatives of the Upper Canada
Confesence, they were reluctantlly led to the con-
clusion that any further univn than that of a
frieadly reletion, such as ought to eaist between
2}l parts of the Wesley an family, coald no longer
continue with satisfaction to eather party.

Believe me,
Dear Sir,
Yours respectfully,

Joseri Stinsox.
Montreal, October 3, 1810.

Tie Conference last year appointed a Special
Committee to decide finally in all matters relating
to the upion caisting bitwen the Brtish Confer-
ence and the Upper Conada Conference, and
to ourIndian Missions in Upper Canada. A large
Committee was also this year appointed by the
Conference, to investigate the proceedings of the
aforesaid Cdhmittee of last year—to consider the
Resolations which were adopted by the Upper
Canada Conference of 1810—and to recdive the
communications of the Rev, Egeiton Ryerson and

Rev. William Ryerson, the Representatives de-
puted by the Upper Canada Coafetence to at-

tend the Butish Corference.  The Comniittee
last named sat several days, and a length pre-
sented a copious Report to the Conference, which
Report received a few verbal alterations and ad-
ditions, and on the whole of which, as thus
amended, the decision of the Conference was
then given.

L. Tuw Repont or Tue CoMMITTEE.

During the long and carcful examination of the
important subjects referred to the Committee,
vanous Ducuments were read or dacgely quoted,
and oral testimomes received, comptising the fol-
lowing Articles :—

1. Dr. Alder’s Statement df the Procecdings of the
Comnuttce appointed by the Brtish Conference for the
Affairs of Upper Canada in 1839

2. Articles of Union between the British Conference
and the Conference of Upper Canada, degwn up in 1833,
3. ‘The Rev. John Beecham’s Statements and Ex-
|\¥aualions in illusiration of the aforesaid Articles of
Union.

4. ‘The Rev. Georze Marsden’s Explanatory State-
ment respecting the Note appeaded by the Upper Ca-
nada Conference of 1833 to the 5th clause of the Gth
Article of Union, and.the first Payment of the Governs
ment Grant for our missions in Upper Canada.

5. Statements of the Rev. Edmund Grindro@, Rev.
William Lornd, aud Rev. Joseph Stinson, who have been
Presiucnts of the Upper Canada Conference  and also
of the Rev. Matthew Richey.

6. Letter from the Rev. Egerton Ryerson to Dr. Al-
der in 1834,

7. Extracts from the Minutes of the Upper Canada
Conference, held in Torento in 1837, on Gorernment
Grants for rcligious purposes—nvohing principles
which might have Leen pleaded By the Govermncut as
a rcason for wiitiolding from the Wesleyan Missjonary
Socicty theGrant pledged to that Socicty from the Casual
and Territorial Revenue for the support and extension
of our Missions amongst the Indians and destitute Set-
ters in Upper Canada; and which, in point of fact, did
induce the Lozal Governinent to decline for a time to
renew, in conformity with the instructions of the Scere-
tary of State for the Colonics, the payment of the sus-
pended Grant.

8. Extracts from Lctters of the Rev. Joseph Stinson,
under dates October and November, 1838, and Jan-
uary, 1839—shening that the peace of our Sociclics
in Canada was disturbed through an haoitual and zcal-
ous interference with secular and party politics by the
 Christian Guardian 3" which paper, being the avowed
and oflicial organ of the Upper Canada Conference,
virtually involved the British Conference, during the
subsisting Union, m a common responsibility as to
principles and cousistency.

9. Dr. Alder’s Letter to the Rew. Joseph Stinson,
dated London, January 13, 1839, on the subjects re-
ferred to in the aborve named Letters of Mr. Stinson.

10. Letter of the Scerctaries of the Wesleyan Mis-
sionary Socicty to the Licutenant Governor Sir George
Arthur, dated London, Febraary 8, 1839, announcing
the mission of Dr. Alder to our Socictics in British
North Amcrica, and to the Lpper Canada Conferepce,
disclaiming, on the part of the Weslcyan Missionary
Socitty, all participation in the responsibility attached
to certain publications on questions then agitated in
Canada—and cxpressing their anxicly to mantain the
honour and consisteney of our relizious character, and
1o preserve ““a'l the Socictics, with whom they are in
any degree identificd, in habits of Joyalty and peace, and
of exclusive devotedness, i their collective and ecele.
siastical relations, to the great work of protoling the
spiritual and cternal interests of mankind.”?

11. Letter of the President of the British Conference,
the Rev. Thomas Jackson, 1o the Rev. Egerton Ryer-
son, complaining of Lis official advocacy of principles
in the Christian Guardian, iticcnsistent with, and op~
posed to, the principles held and often declared Uy the
British Coafcrence.

12. Extract from the Minutes of the Upper Canada
Conference, held at Hamilton, in June, 1839, contain-
ing the scitlement of matlers in disputs up to that
period, and an smicable arrangement fur the {uture.

s

13. Extracts fivin the Chrslian Guardian on the
same subject.

14, Dr. Alder’s Letter to the Rev. Joseph Stinson,
dated New York, October 9, 1839,

15. Extracts from the Letters of the Rev. Joseph
Stinson and Rev. Matthew Richey to Dr. Alder in 1839
and 1840, '

16. Memoris! addressed to the Governor General by
the Rev. Joscph Stinson, Presidant of the Upper Canada
Conference, and Superintendent of our Missions In
Upper Canada, and by the Rev, Matthew Richey, Su.
perintendent of Toronto,

17, Letter to Dr. Alder from Mr. Vernon Smith,
M.P., Under-Sceretary of State for the Colonies, dated
BDowning Strect, 1840, caclusing, by order of Lord
Jolin Russell, an important communication of the Rev.
Egerton Rycrson’s to the Governor General, and which
Mr. Vernon Smith’s Letter deseribes as respecting the
Grant to the Wesleyan Missionary Society.

18. Dr. Alder's fctter to the Righit Honowralle
Lord Julin Russcll, Her Majesty's Principal Sceretary
of State for the Colonics, in reply to Mr. Vernon
Smith’s communication.

19. Resolutions of the Committee appointd Uy the
British Conference of 1839 to decide sinally on all mat~
ters relating to the Union existing Letween the British
Conference and the Upper Canada Conference, qud to
our Indian Missions in Upper Canada, held at 77,
Hatton Garden, London, on \Weduesday, April 29,
18405 which Resolutions specify the three diskinct alle-
gations or wmatters of complaint, to which reference §s
made in the Resolutions of this Committce hercinallet
inserted.  (Sce Resolution 1.)

20. Correspoudence of the Rev. Bgeston Byerson
with the Goscrnor General of British North America.

21. Resolution uin Government Grants for Religious
Purposes, submitted by Dr. Alder to the Upper Canada
Confcrence at Hamilton, in 1839

22. Addresses of Upper Canada Conference, held at
Belleville, in Junc, 1840, to the British Conference.

23. Resolutions. in accordance with the sicws of the
British Conference, which were proposed to the Upper
Canada Conference an 1840, and negalived by a large
majority.

24. Resolutions of the Upper Canada Conference in
1840, carmied by a large majunty, after thosc laste
mentioned were negatived.

25, Report of the Conumitee on Pritish Canadian
Affairs, hld at N cncastle-upon-Tyne, on Friday cven-
ing, July 31, 1810,

In connection with the recital or quotation of
the preceding documgnts, the Rev. Egerton Ry-
erson and Rev. William Ryerson, as lepresenta~
tives of the Upper Canada Conference, were also
heard at very great length; and every other me-
thod was used, at several successive Meetings, to
obtain a full exposition of the case. After all
which, the Commiltce agreed to recommend the
following Resolutions to the Conference,

I. That the three allcgations, or matters of
comnplaint, contained in the Resolutions of the
Comnmittee on Canadiun Affairs, at their Meeting
on the 29th of April last, and forwarded by that
Comumittee to the Upper Canada Conference, are
regarded as fully proved : and that, after seriously
considering the explanations and defence of the
Rev. Egerton Ryeison and Rev, William Ryer-
son, the Representatives of the Upper Canada
Conference, on these points, and giving them the
full weight to winch they migut be deemed to be
entiticd, the Committee :\?\gccidcdly of opinign
that the Representatives of the Upper Canada
Conference have entirely foiled to establish a
justitication ; inasmuch 2s it appears that, not-
\\‘ilhstandinyj all they have stated and cxplained,
there exjsted,— .

1. A fractical supersedingeof the Rev. Joseph
Stinson, as President, by communicating with the
Governor General separately, and withonut his
knowledge, and by acting without himn, and with
out the Committee of thie Upper Canada Confer
cnce,—of which Committee Mr, Stinson was a

Member, end Chaitman, (€z-v] .o, —0n matters



42

TIIE ‘VESIoE!.J&No

T ——— R ——

——

aflecting the permancncy of the Government
Grant to the Wesleyan Missionaty Society,

2 A violation of the obligations arisinig from
the Union, innot opposing, but rather counte-
nancing, the payment ofour Girant m a cettan
contingeney, wot to us, but fo the Upper Cuada
Cunference, for other and different purpascs.

3. The decidely and prominently l.uhlicul cha-
racter of the ¢ Christain Guardian,™” in violation
of pledges wiven to us and to the Upper Canada
Conference from 1833 to 1839,

18, ‘That, atier a most careful examination ot
the compliceted and diflicult subjects which have
cngaged the attention of the  Comuuttee appoint-
ed by the British Conference of 1534 to dedide
finally in all matters relating to the Union existe
ing between the Biitish Conference and the Up-
per Canada Conference, and to our Indian  Mis-
sions in Upper Canada, and after having, in the
course of a very protracted discussivn, had abiun-
dant proof of the wisdom, care, aud Linduess
which the aforesaid Committee heve manitested
i relation to the affairs of Upper Canada, the
present Committee are unamintously of opinion
that the members of the Committee on Upper Ca-
radian affaits, particelarly in the Resolutions
adopted at their Mecting in London, on Wdnes-
day, Apiil 29thy 1810, and transmitted to the
Upper Canadian Conference, have stisctly adher-
cd to those great principles which have always
guided the Wesleyan Body 5 and that they ate
therefore entitied to the thanks of the Conference
for the important services which they have renw
dered to the common cause of Wesleyan Me-
thodism.

111, After a close consideration of the Resalu.
tions of the Upper Canada Conference of 1810,
in answerto the Nesolutions of our Committee on
Upper Canada affairs at their Aleeting on April
29th, 18140, it was resolved,—

1. That this Committee iv most happy fo per-
ceive that one of these Resolutions, which deter-
tines that the ¢ Christian Guardian™ shall cease
ta be apolitical paper, and shall be contined to
purely religions and literary subiects and articles
of religious intelligence, 1s to that extent sa-
tisfactory : but that the unqualified rescrvation of
the ¢ Clergy-Reserve Question,—a reservation
alresdy so construed and shused as to be pleaded
in justification of an almost unlsmited discussion
of gieat and gpeneral principles on Jeclesiastical
Volity, heid sacred by this Body ;—and the ab-
sance of any adequate sccurity for a more faithful
observance of this Resolution than hias been main-
tiined with respect to similar pledges repeatedly
wiven from 1833 to 1839;—in connexion with
the fact that a direct negative was simultancous-
ly given to another serics of Resolutions, which
would have been much mote explicit and satisface
tory ou the several subjects referzd 2o j—are tit-
cumstances which the Cenmmittee deeply regret,
and caunot but regard with distzust and and dis-
2pprohation,

2. That on the other important topics cinbraced
in the Itesolutions of our Committce on Upper
Canada Affaire, dated April 29thy 1840, the Re-
solutions of the last Upper Canade Conference
appear rather to imply an acquiescence in the
evils complained of, and an oflicial adeption of
them, than a cordiul determination to prevent
their future recurzence by substantiz and cilicient
measures s and secin to evinze thet there is a de-
cided difference between the two Comferences on
the coustraction of the Aticles of Unien, in re-
ference to fandamental puinciples essential to the
good working of the Union, and which the Com-
anittece 2rz of opinion that the British Cenference
cannot abandon whitout compromising its own
consistency and public reputation, inasmuch asit
cannot safely be identified in views and respea-
sibility with any Body, however respected, over
whose public proceedingsit is denied theright and
yower of exctting any official influence, so as to
securc a reasonable 2nd necessery co-osdinate but
efiicient ditection, during the continuance of the
Uniot:.

IV. That,in the judgment of this Committee
nothing has occurred,in the whole course of these
negotiations, to shake the contidence of the Con-
fetencein the Rev. Joseph Stinsonaud Rev, Mat-
thew Richey ; 2nd that the membersof the Com-
miltee cannot hut express their hearty esteem and
approbation of the ability, fidelity, and diligence,
with which these respected brethren have per-
forrmed the dutics officially confided to them,

V. That, notwithstandinz the wrounds of griev-
ance and complaint on which the Conaittee have
felt it to be their duty tu express so strong an opd-
nion, they are aware of the desitableness of main-
taning the existing Union between the two ho-
divs, tor rocosons which relute to the general int -
tests of vur common Chiistianity, and to the conti-
nued conzes ton of the Provinee with the Muother
Countty.  Yety in their judgment, that Union can
be advantageonsly mzintained only by the strict
aad undevistine adbiesence of onr Upper Canadian
brethren to the ollowing pinciples ! pe sula-
tions i —

1. That the continuation of the Government
Grant to the Wesleyan Missionary Sveiety be
cordially assented to and supported by onr Upper
Canadian bretliren, even o tts payment shoukd be
eltimately transteired, as proposed in the * Cler-
ay =Reserve Bl lately passed by tie Dinperial
Pattivinent, from the Casual and Turritorial Re-
venae. on which it is now placed, to the Clergy -
Reserve Fund in that Province; and that, a8 it
appears that the payment of the Grant has actuals
Iy been azuin suspended, and is ut present witi-
hieldy to the great inconvenience and cmbarrasse
ment of our Missions 3a Upper Canada, the Rev.
Ereiton Ryerson shall address a letter to foord
Juan Russetl, disclanning any imtention or wish to
depiive the Weslevan Missionary Society of the
Grant of L7t4 per annum, secured to that Socie-
ty asa fixed charge Sor Missionary purposes in
Upper Canada—requesting that its regular pay-
ment way be continued—and assuring his Lowd-
ship that any other construction which may have
been put upon Lis letter to the Governor-in-Chief,
was founded in a misapprehension of his meaning.

2, That the s Christian Guardian,” or whate-
ver newspaper or pesiodical may in future be re-
cognised as the Otlictal Organ of the Upper Canu-
dan Conference, shall entirely abstain from all
patly political reasonings and discussions, confin-
ing its expressions of epinion to seligious and lite~
rary topics.

3. That suzh Officizl Organ admnit and maintain
all the acknowledged priuciples of the Wesieyan
Mcthodist Conneaiony und that, in seeking fur a
right understanding on this pointy the Committee
have especial reference to that principle of our
Body, which zsserts it to bhe the duty of Civil
Governments to employ their influence, and a
pottion of their resousces, for the suppoit of the
Christian religion.

The Coumittee recommend, in conclusion, that
the Conference now remit the whole afuir to the
management of a Special Committee, whose duty
itshaﬁ be to draw up a statement, in a more de-
tailed manner, of the points on which full satis-
faction will be expected from the Conference of
Upper Canada, and to make such a Repo:t of the
Resolutions of that Body ther-upon as may encble
our neat Conference, asscinbling in Manchecter,
‘0 determuace tinally the cousse which, in refer-
ence to this Umion, it may then appear proper to
adopt in the scitlement ef the whole affair,

1I.—Thus: Drcistox o 1:18 CONFERTNCE,

The Report above inserted was presented to
the Conference, and read in the heasing of the
Rev. Egetton LRyerson and Rev, William Ryer-
sony, Repiesentatives of the Upper Canada Con-
ferences They destred a copy of ity which was
accordingly hended to them; and they retired to
examine sts several partse  When they returned,
they were again heard at length, and mutual ex-
plenations were made on several points to which
they demurnred.  Ia the end, they frankly and
explicitly declared it as their opinion, that the
Upper Canada Conference, of which they are the
Representatives, would never be induced to ac-
cede to the views which are contained in the
aforesz2id Reporty, and concetning which such
serious misunderstandings have arisen and that
the waintenance of such views on the pattof this
Body would be regarded by the Upper Canada
Conference as 2 virtual dissolution of the Union.
Upon hearing this, the Conference was reluctaantly
led to the conviction, that a continuation of the
more intimatc conncxion established by the .Arti-
cles of 1833 is quite impracticable. The Con-
fercnce could not overlook the fact, that the
pacific Resolutions which had already been pro-
posed to the Upper Canada Conference of 1810 by
some of its Mecmbers, were negatived by a Jarge
majotity 3 and that, fiom the statement of the
Rev. William Ryesson just made, the same dis-
position evidently remains, and clearly precludes

ppaue——— T T e ——

a father perpctuation of the Unions But the
Conference wishes to express its fiaternal and
affoctionute feclings towards the Upper Canadian
Brethiren, whose continued and increasing pros-
ity i the enjoyment of & alt spiritual bless-
mgs,? and in the eatension of all beneficial spi-
titual inllaence, it carnestly disites ; and wlile
the rebation subisisting butwieon L.e two Confe-
rences may bhenceforth be simply that which
marks tivo inde e mlent sections of the great Me-
thedist Pamily, it is devoutly iopud, and implor-
el at thy hanas o our nost mergiful God, that
they, and all uther paits of the same Family, may
alwags proserve tonards each other such senti-
ments of sincere Cliristian friendskip as become
those portions of the Chutch of Christ which agree
i meny points of Ductiine and Discipline, closely
bearine, “as they firn'y believe, ca the Lost inte-
rests of mankind, And a0 orderthiat every arrange-
ment may be anade in the Kindest and  ost
affectionate  manner, the Conference  deems
it tight to cunfide the whole atlarr to a Special
Comucitee, whoshall e mvested with full autho-
rity to acty during tias tune and the neat Cenfe-
retee in Monchester, inall matters connected
with this subject, and especially to take mea-
stires, in conjuaction with our General Missionary
Committes, for the future proseention of our work
m the Uinted Provinee of Canada, and of our
Missions among the Aborigines and Destitute Set-
ters 3—with power also to add to their number,
and to appuint from among themselves such Suh-
Committees as may be thought advisalle. 1t is
likewise recommended, that the Rev, Egerton
Rycrson and Rev. William Ryerson he invited to
attend the said Committce, or any Sub-Cominit-
tee os Deputation whichmay be a pointed by it,
with a desien to render overy plan and dispo-
sition of affuirs as amicable as possible. On the
whole subject, thercfore, the Confercace resolves,
UNANIMOUSLY g

1. That the finst four Resolutions contained 1
the preceeding Report of the Commiltee, as those
Resolutions are revised and amended, be received
and adopted by the Counference.

11. That asy for the reasons ubove suzgested, a

retpetuation of the Union between the British and

pper Canadizn Confesences is judged to be ime
practicable, the fifth Resolution contaired in the
aforesaid Report, under all the circumstances in
which the subject is now presented for the deci-
sion ofthe Conference, cannot be received and
adapted 3 but that the following Committee be
appointed, with all the powers alrealy mention-
cd, to take the most judicious and Christian mea-
sures, in conjunction with the Rev, Egerton Ry-
etson and Rev. Williany Ryerson, as Representa-
tives of the Upper Canadian Conference, that the
formel dissolution of the Union nay not be accom-
panied with anything that might produce embit-
itered feclings, or injure mutual charity : viz., the
Presudent and Sccgetary of the Conference, the
teve Messis. Richard Reece, Richard Tieflry,
‘I'homas Jackson, John Scott, John P. Hiswell,
Edmund Giindrod, Thomas Galland, James Dixon,
Juseph Taylor, Peter M¢Owan, Matthew Richey,
Joseph Stinson, George Marsden, William Lord,
Robert Wood, Barnard Slater, John Rigg, Wile
liam Pennett, Williaan M. Bunting, Jolin bavis,
sty Jolin Bowess, William  Atherton, Richard
Waddy, lsaac Keeling, Timothy lugle, Joha
Masou, Jun., Samucl Jackson, William Vevers,
Joseph Fowler, William Barton, Francis A. West,
Samuel Do Waddy, together with the Missionary
Sccretarics,

11, That the above-named Commiitee shall
hold its fisst Mecting in Manchester, on Wednes-
day, August 19th neat, and its subsequent Meet-
ings as may be found convenient or necessary.

TIE ANNUAL ADDRESS OF THE CONFE-
RENCE OF THIE METIIODIST SOCIETILS.

Drany pELoved Drurnaes,

Brixa permitted by a gracious Providence to
sce the conclusion of the first year of the second
century of our connexional existence, we praise
God, and cungratulate you on the glad occasion.
‘I'he prominent place which Newcastle holds in
our caily history naturally disposes our minds to
revert to the tine when Methodism was as € a
grain of mustard-seed, which is the least of ull
seeds 3*? and it would have ¢ florded us pleasure to
trace the mcaus by wkich that secd waxed a
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great treey sa that it now affords shelter und hcnl-! bour, or to the church of God.  On the coutrary,
ing to tens of thousands in diflerent pasts of the | it is destined, thiouzh the preaching of the cross,
carthe  The increase which hus tuhen place in| to subdue, uiltte, and fehicitate the whole famtly
our socicties of this town is a fawr type of our ia-jol man,  “That you may e cnabled 10 exemphly
credte inmost other places where Gie Ministers it your spmcfn, Moar tempers, and in the gene-
of our Body have laboured for any length of times, ral tenor of yoar coniducty at Lome and abroad,
Bul we ate preventad from entering on such ajtow ards fisennds and foes, see that you abide in the
teview by the pressing claims of subjects con-; Suay seck to be lihd with the Spint, aud use all
nected with our present cuadition and fulure the ordinances of G.l

prospects. Lo some of thesey therafore, without,  We greatly rgace, brethron, that, while Wealeyan
fasther prefuce, we duvite your praycelul atten-) Methodism has buidly Lied its voie, wnd funidessdy
tion. 1t will be admatted that the present are; evertud its envrgios, azatust cssential cstur, dnd L
eventiul times ; and the position which we occu. j Yorious fuitis v, “"u“’"'.'”j‘:’l‘l‘_"‘_‘“ whnay Y ‘“"l‘l o t“j
v, 652 reliios Commanity, i comanding, por| TR i, rsgpinal th: cous Dol
culiary and earfully responsible, I tom the ln:-: rity,” Conectning L Pioty sant seetions of the church
ginning we have sood pledsed 1o the wold’s! oo, whether” Epocopatian, Peesbyterian, or nde
convession to the fiith of Christ; Lut by a series, peadaing, vur matto s boen, *¢ P taads o G Ui
of recent events we have of late been bmll@'hl‘ ciietnies oF nonc”? 1o Lacuang uer consaissiun of
into more diteet collisivit wath Popery, Sozinian-, ey to a Just wuild, vie by fouad such atmple oucus
ism, infidehity, and idolatey, in vadous pait of the, paton fur vur torts, aud have bren bleesed with such
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worlde  Azast these diversified torms of error)  degi of suteess, that we hase Lud neither tine nor

we bave dravwa the aword, and we tnust throw
away tha scabburds  The praze for which e und
our fellow-Christians of othier denominations have
to contend, is not truth, civil and religious fiee-
doin, peisonal salvation, the evangelization of the

iuchuation to distued Lae peace ur alienate the tneasbers

j of uther charches, 10 we have ever wiclded the weae
| poas ot poleiie wartare, it has boen in sclt-defence 5
| and even theny winlo wid e hand we have gras,

ped
the sword witn the uibier we bave * buidded the \\uil."
We nih we could say that our furbicarance hal been

worldy and the gloty of Gudyseparately CU.;siqu',‘ reclprocated by the diiciaat dunsanations in the fand:

but all of them together,  In addressing ourselves
to this great cuterjnise, we st make God our
refuge, and aun ousclycs with the saine mind that
was in Cust.  Not only will worldly wisdom, and
a time-serving expediency, be insutlicient to
swide us, and mete natural courage insufficient to
sustain us; but the picty, the zc.ﬁ, and the intel-
ligence of former times will full short of $lie eare
gencivs of these latter days,  ‘The entire sanctifi-
cation of body, soulyaud sprit, the unreszived
cousecration of our time, taleuts, and influence, to
the interests of our Redeemer’s kingdom, and the
compiete subordination of yolitics, science, and
comwercial puisuits, to the glorious realities of
ctemity, must become the objects of our steady
aim, and the attainments of cach member of our
wilitaut host.

We give glory to God on your account, breth-
ren, that, thiough grace, you have alteady enter-
cd ou this higherstyle of holy liying, and of disin-
terested labour. Deeds of spontaneous benevo-
lance, unparalleled in the annals of our religious
comubity, have beenpetforined by you in connex-
ion with our Centunary servicesj and they arc
tecorded on eaith and in hieaven as tokens of your
gratitude to God for his formner fuvours, and as
pledges of your fidelity to his cause iu fature
yeatse The same spisit of zcal end grateful be-
nevolence which animates our socictics at home
imbues our Missionary churches abroad § and the
accounts which we have received of their Cen-
tenary mectiags prove that the charactery pinci-
Ples, spirit, and operations of Wesleya s Mctho-
disin are the same in ail the caith.  With decp
humility and glowiag gratitude we cry: ¢ The
best of all is, God is with us.?” And while we
continue to honour bim by uncivided ascriptions
of praisey by the chieerful consccration to kim of
our substance, and by a free, fall, und prayertu
declatation of bis love in Chnsi Jesustoa lost
world, he will not fail to honour us, by strength-
ening our union, establishing our peace, enlarg-
ing our borders, and wultiplying our converts.
‘The increase of moral and spiritnal power with
which be has invested the Conneaion, by means
of thhe Centenaty movements, has greatly aug-
mented our responsibility : st is designed as @
aon to the world 3 and instead of being self-com-
placent, we must lakour to smprove it by enlarged
cndeavours to promote the salvation of all for
whom our Saviour died.  With such responsibili-
Ucs resting upon g, and such a sphere of labeur
before us, it 18 ground of thankfulness that we
enjoy peace in all our borders; that no doctrinalor
disciplinaty controversy distracts uss but that o
teuder and fratemmal sympathy prevails thiough
the whole body. May the centary on which we
lave just entered Le one of uninterrupted peace,
aad of unparalicled prosperity ! That this is the
will of God, nonc can duubt; and each of you,
Jear drethiten, may contrilmte somewhat towards
its realization. Religionislove, pure love to God
aad man ; and he who permits this holy prnciple
10 cngross his affcctions, to constrain his will, and
10 command the entire energics of his nature, for
the service of his Redeemncr, i3 sure to le, niot
only safe and happy, but useful also, in his geie-
ration, Love worketh no ill citler to its avigh-

but we dare note The suibbulutl of pacty is stll
fearned 3 and in certam quaiters s preanunciation is

| tizorously unforced us the only condian on wluch the

aght hand of fullowainiy ean be extendeds We nedd
1ot say thut we deplore this as u violation of the luw of
love, and as u peactical renunciation of the fundamental
winciples of the Relormation. By many our catho-
lwity has been rechoned vur infirnatyy il not our sin;
and fience thie cousures which lave been hicaped upor
us because of vug independent posiivn with rosgect to
the Establinhed Church on the voe haud, atd to the dif=
ferent clusses of Dassenters ou the others  but Lang
fully persuaded tiat the Most Hizh has choseu our
pusitivn, and assigicd us our work, which is to spread
sceiptura) Clirbstianity through tie worid, we trust
that neither ceusures nor thecatenings, ncither honour
nor disl ry, will ever induce us 1o Jend oursclves to
mere party purposcse  While we Lewail the recent re-
vival of Py as a natjonal caluwity, we are ncither
surprised nor grcatly alarmcd ut the pupulanity tv wheh
it has attained. 1o the excreise of its aucicnt ¢ deccive
ablencss of unrighteoustiess,” it hay assumed the garb
of liberality, s cluims to be the friend of cducution,
and the advocate of ¢qual justice. ‘t'he profcssion is
novel, and is therefore liked 3 the lic is buld, and is
therefore belicvod ¢ the mask 1s fair, and it passes with
many for her true features.  But others, utuble 1o fure
zet, and unwilling to deny, the concurrent tetimony of
lustory, belicve that bier delight in proscription, her
hatred of ihe truth, sud her cunity to civil aud religis
ous freedoin remaia utichangeds “The Lrand of Antis
christis upon hice.  For she stifl mzkes void the luw
ol Gud by tier traditiong, She auvests hee Prcsthiocd
with the precogatives of Clirist, and then iuterposes
tnat Priesihood Uetween Llim and the puople 5 not as
mecans of Jeading thoan 1o 1iun as thar dav.eur, but
to teach thew, that 2a immediate application to Lun is
in a greal incasure unticcessary.  She fosl duvests the
sacraiticnts with the power of conlerring grace ard sale
vation, not sediately, o0 through faith, but necessas.ly.
and as athing of course; and having done this, she
places them betwween our Saviour.and his disciples, not
us a means of introducing thetn wore fully into an acs
quaintance with his love, and power to save, Lut as
substitutes i his steads  Lu thesc particulans, lopery,
amd the scanelopery which 1s advocated Ly serverul
Divines who bear tie name of P'rotestant, are abhes
and it'cithier be true, we tust not only Jay sxide the
scriptural pliraseoluzy which we have hitherte used, in
decluring what God hath dunc for_our souls § but we
must alo Llot out a great part of the I'sals, and of
the apostulic Epistics, and reuounce the obvious mean-
ing of the Scriplures generally.  Atcording to both ayse
teiny, there s, in reality, no Justiication by faith, no
wilness of the Holy Spirit assucing the believer of fids
adoplion, no regencration fur the adalt transgressor who
may have boen baptized in infancy, and 1o scriptural
hape of fuat salvatian for suy persons whoe havesol see
ceived the sacraments from u wan wWho has been Epis-
capally ordained. Bt Lrethiren, whiie weregad these
systems os essentinlly opposed to the truth, and as
forming an cnormous bareicr to the cvanzelization of
the world, we rejoize that Irotestanusm is wrought
into the very core of vur nativnal constilution, uid
is decprscated in the afiuctions of the suass of our po-
pulation ; that the Bible has found its way inle e
mansions of the rich, and the cottages of the poor 3 and
that scriptnral cducation is spreading through tie land.
Belicving that our evangelical theology, our concentrate
cd agency, and our constitutional loyalty, qualify us
(or cffective service in this war of principles, we unireat
you, in your respective ucighbourhaeds, and to the
utmost of your power, 10 circulato our religivus tracts;
10 befricud the Bible Socicty 3 10 promote the attcndance
of the poor on the ministey of the word ; and by the
peayee of fajth, 2nd an unflincling maintcrance of the
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truthy to seek to dethrone Antichrist, andto effiet the
cubvaision of the whole world to God.

On the great sabyect of educativn, we are happy to
announee 0 you, bretheen, that the nuwber of wue
Week-day and Infaut Schoo!s has been considerubly
incteased during the past yoar 3 cod thateheg happicst
results hase folluned wherever well-qualificd Tedehers
tiave been employeds  Uf these, however, there §s o flt
deficicaey it the body 3 and our Lducational Comont-
le . have Do fustruetod to divise imcasutes for steuring
asupply.  From the deep antercst which our people
aenerably dtake dn this matter, aud the preparations
which ate made ia many Cureuitsy, we are induzed to
lope that ere long cveey considercbic chapel in thy
Councxion will bz associsted with a well-conducted
day-schocd 5 in which the Jetcuts of useful knowe
Llze, at least, shall be taught, ju union with *¢ the
wisdum which cometh from sbuve, and on such terms
as the puerect of cur people may rezel, Lot 2s this
perivd Las nut 3¢ anived, ponnit us Lo caution yYou
Azditist the popmdar eorory that the clucation of youth
may, without risk, be dissuven ! train the inculeativn of
divitie teuthy, the pefurmance of duvotivual aercises,
aud the cnlorcemunt of rldigivus obligations. ‘e
Scriptures enjoiny, that we bring up otr chilloun 1
** the purture und admonition of' the Lurd”  They
teach, that relizion is tie one thing needful 3 that ¢ the
lawof the Lord ™ 15 the way i wineh our childien
should g0 5 wud that the Christian salvaticn only can
tare ther cpintoal d seases, supuly theie wants, and
qualify tien fur bearag the ufllictious and peiforinng
the datics of'lifte  “The Lurd Jusus has sand, ¢ Le that
i3 ol nitlime s agwnst jue; and he that gatheseth
ot with me seattercth  ‘This declaration applics to
every order o human ageney 5 but it is especially ape
plicable to the instructors of youth. ‘Their intlucuce
over their pupdds, whetlier for good or ovil, is al} bat
terisistille.  Those puarcnts, therclure, incur 2 fearful
res, Onsbility who place theie chitdren, cither as schols
ars 0f appreaticesy under the taition of individuals who
who are seeptical in their views, or Jax in their tiorals,
‘The yrineiples of our creed siccessarily inluence our
practice 3 and he who hates the truth will 210t hiesitate
to udvocute error. A profeesed indiffercuce to all rel
&ious opinions is only a ma.k for sceret infidedity ; and
the master who does tiot opeuly avow Lis faith in the
Gospel ¢annat do otherwise than weaken the principles
and shame the profussion of the young who are undes
his care. 46 Every tece is known by hiis own frult; foe
of thorus meut do st gather igs, nor of & bramble-bush
gather they grapcs. A good man out of the goud treae
sure G hus beart bringeth forth that which is good ;
and an evil man out of the cvil trcasure of his heart
bringeth forth that which is evil.?? ¢ The blessing of
the Lord i in the house of the righteous.” But in
those houscholds and scuiinuries where there is 1o ree
coguition of Providence, no faith reposed in our Ree
deciner, and 1o stated worship offered 10 God, their can
acither be Llessing tor rightcousncss, but * confusion
and every evil work.?  As ye, therefore, brethren, des
sire te salvation of your childsen, give all ditizence to
make them acquainicd with the truth us it is jn Jesus s
enjoitt-tpon e a daily perusal of the Seriptures in
provate; and rest not satisticd till you sce them sas.
ingly brought ta Cod.  Being red } by the preei
bluad of tiie Sou of God, and baptized in his name,
they have a right 1o the Llessings of the covenant, and
mad, with the first dawamgs of reason, reccive the
zract of the Holy Spirit.  When circunstances require
that they quit the pateraal roof, be serupulously careful
u place tacn eader the care of those whose hearts are
ustabilished in the fanth of the Lord Jesus, and who will
sceure their alteadance at the family altar, and on the
oidinances of the sanctuary.  To do this in the name of
*he Lonl, is to plant them by “the rivers of water;?
aad having dunc this, you may confidently hope that
U.cy wilt bring forth fenit in their scason j that theie
“leal shall uet wither 3 and that ¢ shisteoever they
do shall prospes.”

While we me most ansious to ece religious day-
schwols multiplicd, we cannot join in the language cf
depreciation which is often levelled agzinst Sunday-
schools. Many speak of these institutions as if they
nad proved failures 3 as i€ they Lad done little or no
good, aud were unsinited 1o the preseut times.  To such
sweeping conclusions we wre decidedly oprosed. On
the conbiary, it is our op'nion that. apart frum ke miue
istry of the word, and the vthier erdinances o the Gos-
pely 10 dustrumentality wow in operation has cffected
tait'the goud that these schools have dune; and as the
Minsters of Chiristy appointed especially to care for
sour interests, we ficl indebled 1o those of you who
have, in thetn, devoled so much of your time and atten
ticn to the cducation of the ristug race.

In the mean time, we suggest, Ut the formation of
Pibic classes, tnder expericneed and intelligent Teachs
crs, ought forthwith to be atiempted on a fnr;e scale.
The number of our schiolars capable of appreciating ine
struction abiove the common course of Sunday-school
tustion, is very great; and e cbjects dusired in refere
cnice 10 thewn are, o sctain thom in the schools 3 10 in.
ercase teir Luowledze of the word of God; 1o guide
and geatify thicie thirst for gereral informations 10 at.
tach them to our ministey ai:d worship 3 and, ultimate-
1y, 10 effect tcic consccration 10 God, and union with
the chiuzch,  These cuds, it v:ill be zdmiticd, are vaste
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Iy important 5 amd by the bldwing of God they may Le
accomplished.  The great attention which other come
munities tow fay to their Sunday-schools, reguires that
the pious and ftuential among us shonld more fully
identily thamscdves with ours. “Fhe altered circumstan.
ces ob souety. loo, render this necessary. Fornmerly
infidel prineiples were found chiedly among the lughes
and cdueated classes 3 but now the hoambl st mechame
is heard dunying the immortaldy of 14e suul. the anspi-
ration of’ the Scriptures, and, in facy, all religious amd
moral obligation,  Many factories are, to u greater or
Yess eatent, nurscrics ol sedition and buresy 3 and insome
of sur latze tonne, neary escry street can furnish oras
cles ol atheism, and malignant jmpugners of revealed
religiov.  Lectures are supported, and publications are
eirculated, the direct tendency of winehis to blaspheme
Gadl, p embirute man, aud o subvert the foundation of
civil and rehigious gocicly, By these ancans the best
interests of our youth are endangered, and unless we
can male them acquainted with the evidenees of Chins-
tiamty, and other sutyects allustrative of the Scriptures,
and eonfirmatory of the Clnistian faith, need we wondur
it they be led anay by the crror of the wicked 7 W hule,
then, worldly politicians are pressing e claims of a
godlees literature on the altention ot the nation ; and
while the patrons of infldelity arc labouring to bring m
a state ol things, in which there shall be no worship
paid to Giod, no Sabbath sagctificd, no marriages solems
ized, no tighte of property respeeted, and 1o punishe
ment inflicted on evil-doers § surely st is the imperatine
duty of all whe love God, religion, truth, their country,
or thar fillow-men, to bestir thansclies, to disinter
their talente, to throw a defence around the rising ge
neration, and by every means promote their instruction
in the truth,  Exccpt in a sery few instances, Sundaye
schools among us are no longer raised into ri\'alsl‘:gx
with the Christian ministry, the public worship of God,
or the sanctification of the Sabbath 3 so that the greatest
edioontes of good order need not dread embarking in
their scrvice.  Brethiren, there arc tens of thousands of
Sildren in the mamfacturing districts espeeially, who
must be taught on the Sunday, or they will grow up ute
taught 3 who must be acquamted with the principles
evidenees, and cluims of Christianity in your Sunday~
schools, or they will be made acquainted with inidehty
elsenhicre; and who must obtain profitable and ct.ter~
taining books of your ochool-libran'cs. or they will read
p-l;;cs which pollute, and books which tcach the way to
el

Another subijcet 1o Which we car: ~stly invite your at-
tention, Lrethren, is the sanctification of the Sabbath.
Our proncuess o forget tns duty 1s presupposcd sn the
preface to the e dent, ¢ § bee the Sabbath
day, 10 Leep it holy ;" uud our apiness to evade its
restr.clions i3 placed under chicch by thie minutetiess of
ite ingunctions. ‘T sovercizh authority and the patere
nal fure of Gud shuse most conspicuously an thes law
for while he commatids the highest o respect his exame
ple, and worship lumy he goves the meanest servant a
chattered right to a weeldy rest, on the ground that
stch a pause in worldly tuil is no less necessary to the
recruiting aud physical cucrgics, than to the refreahe
went and rencval of lus soud an nghtcousnces.  “Fhat
we might Lie saved from guestiomeg its davine origin,
Gud spake ail the words of thus Law wath tius own hips,
and wrote themn ®ith his own * finger 5 10 teach usits
perpetuisl oUhZat on, b wrote it in ** tables of stone 3™
atd to shew its conneaiun and hartnony with the ceos
nowgy of grace. it was “sprinklid wath bloed,” luid up
in ¢ the ark,”? covered with ¢ ihe merey-seat,®® and
overshadoned with “he glory of the Lord®? The
J.o1d Jesus niot only fulilled i, but hic magnitied it, and
made it honourable, by adopting it as part of the law
of his kingdon 3 and uppomted that his Spirit should
weite 1L upon the hicarls of his people.  He called hin
selfy ¢ Lord of the Sabbath 3" 2d by transferring the
festival to *“the first day of the week,’ thereby render
ing it commemora:ive of Jus censing from the lubours
of our redemption. he made it (2istian 3 and at the
sane tine furnished additional motives why we shonld
call it “a delight, the Loly o the Lord, honoursble; ?
and should “lonour him, not duing our oun ways,
nor finding our own pleasure, sior speaking our owy
words”

Sce then, Beloved brethren, that You, vour sons, and
vour dauzhicrs, vour inan sunsuis, and your mnaid-
scivants, and the stranger that is wathin your pates,
¢ retncinber *? 1o keep tlus day holy.  Vadeavour to
close your business-nfinirs, and to complete sayr doe
mestic arrangement3, in such time, that Saturday ese-
ning may be a season of hallowed preparation.  Risc
carly, and fol'aw our zood (Iﬂ*! custu, of attending the
morning prayer-mecing. your Gonily worship, be
solemn, fervent, and full: sufler nothing, public or
private, Yo induce you to hurey over an exercite which
necessarily affects the vers core of personal and domes-
tic rcligion.  In youfautcndance 52 the hiouse of God,
be punctual; and religiously suard against late atten.
dance.  Eaite hicartily in xinging the high praises of
God j pray in the Poly Ghost; hear the word with do-
cility, and in the exrcise of an appropriating faith,
Improse the intervals of worship by Scripture reading
and rcligious conversaticn 3 = cither in the afternoon
or the evening. eaterchise and pray with your children.
Suffcr neither newspayers, history, nor bovks of science,
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, 10 form any part of your Sunday reading. Sacredly
alistain from teading-journcys and pleasure-excutsions;
, and nather read nor write lutters of business,  Ihs-
countenance Sunday visting, and shut out pohtical
, conversation. 1€ any of you are connccted with Rail
, road or other Companies, who prostitute the Sabbath
, 1o purposcs o wordly pleasure or gain, we charge you,
belure GGod, to tahe the first opportunity of prowesing
, agninst the inpicty.  The loss of moncy must not be
, putin companison with the favour of God. We are
, strongly improssad, that the present unparallded com-
mercial distress 18 an iutimation of the divine displea-
. surey and is desizued 1o tuen us from our natwnal sins,
j of which Sabbath-breaking is ones  The Sabbath is
y dear to God 5 atis esscnuialy conneeted with the honour
, of his pame, and the contmuanee of s worship 3 nor
y Wil lie peont nations or individuals to profanc it with
impumtye e s now visiung us fur these things 5 and
, @ tender regard for hie glory, the good of our country,
. .'|u(|' the salvation of your famili s, constrains us to say
, againy ** Remember the Sabbatheday, 10 keep at holy.’
{  Connccted with tins sulyject is the evil of embarking
i extrasagant business speculations.  “The folly of this
t has been made paantuity apparent by numerous instane
cces of faslure s all parts of the kir -dum. But it is
importard that you, und all who are called by the holy
1 name of Jesus, hould be fully aware of ite sinfuluess,
. Such speculations obviously smply a making haste to
- be rich 3 and they argue a want of contentment with
; such things as we haves  They are the uatural inanifese
tations ol pride and covetousness 3 aad arc directly op-
postd to the apostolic nyunction, ¢ Love not the wold,
neither the things that are an the world 5 for all that is
m the world, the lust of the flesh, and the Just of the
eyes, and the prude of hife, is not of the Father, but js
of the world.””  When such speculations succeed, they
infatuate and estrange us from Givd and hs people.
When they miscarry, they bring on agzravated distress,
and perhaps sink us into the sorrow ol the world, which
worketh death. 1€ they are undertaken with our own
n:oney, we cannot be said to glordy God with the sub-
stance w0 employed s and we lay ourselves open to
temptations to wrong the poor and the causc of God
"'by s0 locking up vur property as to make it difficult, it
1 ot uupussnﬁ’!c, to meet their clajms. But, generally
» spealiang, they are undertaken to a great extent with
the propetty of others; and when this is the case, it
implics a wanilest breach of the fove we owe to our
ncighbour, and a deliberate departure (com the way of
Providence ; for God can never direct a man to do that
which itnplics 2 violation of his own law. The money
borrowed for such purposcs is alinost invariably obtain-
cd by fulse pretensions, and without a fair probability
of paying it; and as s the sin, such are its consequen
ces. ¢ Jhey that will be rich (all into temptation and
a share, aud anto many foolish and hurtful Justs, which
drown micn in destruction and perdition.  For the love
of toney isthe root of all evil 3 which while some
coveted afler, they L.ave erred from the faith, and picre-
cd themsehes through with many sorrows.”

Bui, beloved, we hope better things of you, and
things which accommpany sulvation, though we thus
s.cak.  Wlfe others are idolizing the talent of wondly
soud, sce that you faithfully improve it to the glory of
tiod, and the good of your fellow-creaturcs, Keep in
memory that you are only stewards of the nanifold
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hundred and iRy-one. O this jucrease, sixteen thoye
sand, aeven hundied and seventy-four have heen added
m Great Bestam and Iredand, and five thousand seven
hundred and scienty-scven on the Mission stations.
For this great ducrease we glorily our gracious Lord.
But hvang 1 a world of change, and alhed to a dying
race, necessity i lad apon us, that we mingle the note
of surrow with our songs of praise.,  During the past
year, tweutyescven of vur esteemed l‘{u‘llncrs and brethreq
have departed lus hife.  They died i the Lord, and the
vuice from heasen pronounces them * blessed 3 for
“thy reat from ther Jabours, and ther works follow
them.”

In a great Connesion like ours, .nany mcmbers
neeessanty change their place of residence in the covrse
of' g year, and the schedules of nearly all the Circuits
show a considerable deficit in members reccived, as
compared with those that are removed,  The benefits
of Christian fellowship are invaluable under any cire
cumstances 3 but they are peeuliarly =0 when we have
to dwell among strangers. We are therefore at a foss
fully to account fur the fuct that so many of our people
who manifeat great esteem for the means of grace when
at home und surrounded by fricnds, shoutd, on going to
a distance, negleet to apply for the usuul “ note of pe-
moval.”  Leaving thewr sespective neighbourhoods
without this, they lay themsclyes open to suspicion 3
they deprive themselves of an honourable introduction
to the Ministers of the place where they settle ; and, as
hundreds of instances annually prove, they run great
hazard of sinking into a state of estrangement frqm
God, and the ordinances of his house. This, brethren,
i3 unprolitable for you, and it is grievous tous, We
therclore entreat that in future you will neither suffce
business, nor tenptation, nor adverse circumstances to
keep you from applying, cither perstnally, oe by youe
Leaders, for the certificate of your membership, which
it will always afford us pleasurs to supply.

Qur present Conference has been au eminently happy
one. The Lord has been in the midst of ns ; and his
Holy Spivit has come down upon our assemblies. ‘The
word has heen preached with power ; and we have np
doulit that our beloved rle in Newesstle, and the
neighbouring towns, whosé liberality and kindneas have
Leen above all praise, will fong remember their firt
Conference as a season of special refreshing to them
and their familics,

Admonished aml encouraged by these events, we
now address ourselves, in the rmme of our Lord, to the
work of the ensuing ycar ; and we are deeply solicite
ous that it may be ¢ year distinguished by a super-
abounding blessing from the Lord. Some churches,
regard revivals of religiun as gracious singularities in
their history; we regard them as essential to owrves-
isience. 1M a regular sorics of divine visitations, issue
ing in the conversion of sinners, be not vouhsafed 10 us,
we must cither change the spititual constitution of oue
discipline, or we Ml pine anay from among the tribes
of Gad’s Isracl.  But we have hope in God, though we
thus speak.  The world is redeemncd ; God ¢ will have
ull men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of
the trath 3 it is promised that the Holy Spirit shall be
¢ pourcd upon all flesh 37 the Lord Jesus has declared
that he will be with hix servants even to the end. “All
things arc ready 3 and He who cannot lie hoh said

mercies of God 3 aud that laying uptrcasure ou carth is
ascleardy prolbited, as 1s the squandering of our Lord s
£00ds by riotons hving.  ‘Fhe Funds of ou Connexion
are all important § and the efficicnt suspart of cach i«
cssential to the prosperity of the great’ work in which
we as a people ure ewmbarked.  But our Missionary
Fund ut present claims particular attention.  The Hea-
then are not only perishing, but perishing with the cry
fur help on ther lips.  Ethiopia is stretching out her
hands 1o us, as the almoners of Gud; not only that we
snay protect her from those that enslave and oppress
her, Lut also that we may bless hee wath the Gospel of
peace.  The fickds, in all parts of the world, are white
unito the harvest 5 and there are labourers, lingering on
our shores, and longing, in the true spint of Christian
enterprise, 0 preach the Gospel in the regions beyond.
But we want the meaus of sending them forth, ~ Qur
very suecesses embarrass us. A wide and cfiectual door
is sct before us; and,, though there are many adversas
ries, they are restrained. Brethren, our Missionary
Cowmmittee are in o great strait.  The cause is ours as
much as theirs.  Let us inquice whether we have fully
discharged our obligations to God and his cause T whee
ther our rate of giving be in strict accordance with our
vows, our income, the injunctions of Seripture, and the
necessitics of oue perishing fellow.men ?

At no former period have we had greater encourages
ment to ahonnd in the work of the Lotd than at present,
Onc hundred and three younz men hare licen 2pproved
as Candulates for our ministry 3 an@ g ~ing frcm the
recommendation  given Ly the District-\i- etings, they
promisc to Le blcasings 1o our socictics,  Filly-four
Jjunior Preachers, having honourably fulfillcd the term
of their probation, hase been admitted into full con-
nexion jand we carnestly commend them to your
praycrs.  The number of members in onr socictics
throughout the world is four hundred and tventy-cight
thousand scven hundred and twenty-nine ; being an in-
crease, during the year, of twenty-tivo thousand five

to his disciples, ““ I two of you shall agree on carthas
touching any thing that they shall usk, it shall be dune
for them of my Father which is in heaven ™ Brethren,
let us “sive ?? ourselves * to prayer;” aud let us live
in the confident expectation that God will do as he hath
said. 1€ he sends down ¢ the furmer and the latter
rain * on a village, a town, or a Circuit, let us rejoice 3
but Jet us not be satisfied till it takes the sweep of the
couutry, of the kingdom, of the world, ¥or all former
cflusions of thy Hloly Spirit, we praise thee, O Lord!

Bbut now, by thy mighty hand and out-stretched arm,
and for thy own name’s sake, cast down thy ancient foe.
Thou hast given thy Soa the Heathen for an inherite
ance, and the nttermost parts of the carth for a posses~
sion. ‘Thy people have brought the tithes into the
storchouse, and there is meat in thy house; and now
we huinbly prove thee herewith, and wait to sce if thou
wilt nob open the windows of heaven, and pour us out
a blessing, that there shyll not be room enough to.re-
ccive it.  Amen.

Signed, by order of the Conference,
ROBERT NEAWTON, President,
JOIIN HANNAH, Secretary.

Newcasticeupon- T'yne, JAugust 15th, 1840
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