A Summary of the

Work of the

Canadian Christadelphian
Standing Commiitee
1917-18-19




For Private Circulation Only. No.7 4 .in official record.

1 Thiscopybelongsto...,‘,./—.. ALk, . AX%. . A bt e b,
[ “A Christadelphian”

A SUMMARY

OF THE WORK OF THE

Canadian Christadelphian Standing

~ Committee
1917 —1918—1919

SHEWING
The Christadelphian Church’s experience under ‘‘The Canadian
Military Service Act 1917,”’ during the
Great War with Germany
AND
The success of the Committee’s efforts, in obtaining recognition
by the Government of Canada, for the Christadelphian
body to be entitled to claim exemption from
all forms of Military and Naval Service
for its bonafide members

With an Appendix Consisting of

-

Copies of the Christadelphian Constitution and Articles of Faith,
also the Official Ecclesial Rolls of Membership, and
other evidences the Committee filed at Ottawa

TORONTO
1919

PUBLISHED BY THE
CANADIAN CHRISTADELPHIAN STANDING COMMITTEE

GEO. WAITE, W. R. HALL,
Chairman. Secretary.
MEMBERS OF COMMITTEE
James Price John Parkin Wm, Ebbs

Alex. C. Renshaw Robert C. Baillie Edwin Hill




PREFACE

It is desired that every Brother and Sister who gets this book be
in a position %o realize and appreciate fully, God’s great mercy in the
deliverance {rom cruel military experience, of Christadelpnians in England,
United States and Canada.

It was eighteen months from the date our English Brethren presented
their petition to Parliament to the time the “Military Certificates” were
provided, granting exemption from “Military Service” conaitional upon
them entering into work of “National Importance” to Christadelphians
who joined the Church before the War, and those imprisoned were re-
leased; the others remained in prison, many of whom endured their full
sentences, varying from eighteen months to two years.

In Canada “The Military Service Act 1917,” which was supposed to
follow the English Act No. 2, did not make provision for Religious Ob-
jectors being given alternative work of a non-military character, and from
the date of presenting our first petition till the Deputy Minister of Justice
sent on to the Military Department for approval, the provisions for the
release of Conscientious Objectors, contingent upon them entering upon
work of “National Importance,” was seventeen months. The termination
of the War, Nov. 11, 1918, closing out the necessity of the same being put
into effect, our Brethren soon afterwards were released from prison and
all duties, by a Government Commission which inquired into their cases,
and who were adjudged by it to be genuine Conscientious Objectors, none
suffering imprisonment for longer than eleven months and most for a
much shorter period of time; this clemency was extended, also, to our
Brethren who joined the Church after the Military Act came into force.

In the United States, almost in every case, exemption was granted to
Christadelphians, civilian farm work only being imposed upon them in
lieu of military duties.

Nothing in this book is to be construed as discounting British Citizens’
obligation to fight for their country; it is their duty to do so. But for
Christadelphians to fight is quite a different matter.

The true Christadelphian attitude in relation to the question of “Mili-
tary Service” has been maintained at all costs, which attitude has been so
emphatically vindicated by the successes which crowned Christadelphian
efforts in England, the United States of America and Canada. Evidences
of the most demonstrative character have been offered to the world and
“The Powers That Be,” that while Christadelphians must be, as a matter
of duty, subject to “The Powers That Be,” they are citizens of a Kingdom
“not of this world.” That they are simply “strangers and pilgrims” until
their Lord returns from Heaven, and till then they are neutrals who
observe the injunction—‘"Servants of the Lord must not strive.” They
take no part in politics: they do not vote, and therefore British institu-
tions do not consider such liable to be called upon to fight. In every
other respect, however, they are submissive to the Laws of the Land.
Nevertheless, a “Bona-fide Christadelphian,” though not permitted by his
Lord to fight, is enjoined to “Bless and curse not,” and, “as ye would
that men should do to you, do ye also to them.” He will therefore always
do his best in a civilian occupation—by choice or at the behest of the
State—to help his fellowman in the hour of his distress,
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PART 1.

That a summary of the Canadian Christadelphian Standing Com-
mittee's work should be compiled has been conceded by the Committee,
but on account of the voluminous quantity of appeals and letters, it has
been difficult for us to know what to put before the Brethren and what
to leave out, so as to presert a connected summary of the actual work
done. Regard has only been given to those features which in time to
come may be used as valuable evidence shewing the Christadelphian
body’s indisputable aversion to participate in warfare, on religious grounds,
also its attitude and disposings towards our fellowman, In its readiness to
do useful work of a civilian order which would alleviate the distress
brought about by war.

Our work actually developed under three heads:

1st. Appeal to Government before, also after the Military Service
Act, 1917, became law, seeking such amendment thereto as would
admit of works of national importance being given Christadelphians
in lieu of military service, the Act, as it stood, providing only military
non-combatant service for a religious objector to military service.
2nd. To secure official recognition of the Christadelphian Church
of Canada as being entitled, under the existing Military Service Act,
for its members to be exempt from military service.
3rd. To secure from the Military Service sub-Committee, failing

other avenues, provision for Christadelphians to be freed from mili-

tary service on same plan as obtained in England,

There were 73 Brethren who came under the operation of the Military
Service Act; 49 of these were exempted from combatant service—some
because of religious belief, some because their occupations were consid-
ered of importance to the State, others being medically unfit; 2 renounced
their faith to join the army, 2 permitted themselves to be persuaded to
join non-combatant corps, and lost their place among the faithful; 19
brethren suffered imprisonment, being refused (by the Tribunals) ex-
emption from combatant service—two of these were ruthlessly shipped
overseas, suffering many and varied punishments and imprisonment, two
confined for several months in cells at Hamilton gaol, three were sen-
tenced to serve, in Kingston Penitentiary, for long terms; one contracted
influenza of the severe type prevalent at the time and died in the Military
Hospital, and one was removed to an asylum and died there.

This Committee represented 1,002 Christadelphians tn Canada, being
the members of the undermentioned recognized Ecclesias as appeared
on official membership roll filed at Ottawa— (the full roll appearing at the
back of this book):—

Page of Roll

20, 21 Brantford, Ontario Recorder Bro. H. W. Styles
16 Bronte o v “  Robert Morris
5 Collingwood *“ Y “ W. L. Hamilton
14 Doon o o “ W. D. Harris
11 Galt 5 o “ Geo. E. Matthews
12 Galt 0 g “ C. R. Brice
4 Guelph v S “ John Hawkins
5 Guelph " L ‘“ E. H. Chart
22 Hamilton iy o “ Ed. Parkin
32 Hamilton . “ “ J. W. Hannaford

30 Hardisty, Alta.
30 Hatfield Point, N.B.

T. P. Richmond
J. 8. Ricketson

13 Innerkip, Ont. o *“ Jas. Laird
59 Isolation, Brethren in

12 Kithener, Ont. 2 “ G. S. Jones
31 Lethbridge, Alta. ¥ “ J. B. Allan

17 London, Ont,
18 London, Ont.

F. Welshman
Jos. Beasley



Page of Roll

49 Merna, Alta. Records Bro. P. S8impson

2 Moncton, N. B. N “ Geo. B. Harrop
3 Montreal, Que. - “ J. 8. Richmond
48 New Norway, Alta * “ A. E. Trussler

36 Onoway, Alta, - “ W. G. Crawford
10 Ottawa, Ont. el “ J. 8. Westmoreland
17 Popular, Ont. o “ W. H. McLenon
8 Preston, Ont. : “ J. D. Calvert

47 Richard, Sask. o “ Fred Wm. Jones
60 Regina, Sask. “ “ Frank G. Guest
15 St. Catharines, Ont. . “ Harry V. Sparks
1 St. John, N.B. ” “ Archibald Dunca
27 Toronto, Ont. d “ C. E.Rutland

38 Toronto, Ont. " “ W. R. Hall

9 Trout Creek, Ont. e “ Roland Trussler
50 Vancouver, B.C. L “ G. A. Birkenhead
62 Vancouver, B.C. - “ David Hall

54 Vancouver, B.C. - “ W. B. Fenn

61 Victoria, B.C. < “  Geo. Bone

57 Victoria, B.C. g “ A, J. Watkins
10 Wingham, Ont. * “ E. M. K. Ell

35 Winnipeg, Man. o “ R. L. Davis

36 Winnipeg, Man. g “ Wm. T. Turner,

Early in the spring, 1917, it was authoritatively stated that, owing
to the necessity of prosecuting the war to a successful issue, Canada
would have to supply more men than was forthcoming from ordinary
enlistment, and that 100,000 men would, that, year, have to be raised by
gelective conscription,

The Christadelphians of Canada, by this Committee, at once peti-
tioned the Canadian Parliament, claiming that on account of religious
belief we prayed to be relieved from military service. This petition was
on the same lines as the first petition, Christadelphians in England pre-
sented to the British Parliament, and was presented through the good
offices of Sir George Foster, also to the Clerk of the Canadian House of
Commons.

To the Honorable, the House of Commons of the Dominion of
Canada in Parliament assembled:

The humble petition of people called “Christadelphians” praying

for the exemption of Petitioners from compulsory military service,

showeth as follows:

1. That your petitioners are an organized body of religious peo-
ple, known as Christadelphians. The name “Christadelphian” was
adopted in 1863 as a distinctive appellation for a body of believers
who for religious reasons were seeking exemption from military
service during the American Civil War.

1I. That they are conscientiously opposed to the bearing of arms,
on the ground that the Bible, which they believe to be the Word of
God, commands them not to kill. But they recognize and discharge
the duty of submitting to the laws enacted by the Government,
where these laws do not conflict with the laws of God.

III. In view of a probable resort to conscription, they there-
fore pray your Honorable House to grant them a legal exemption
from military service.

1V. That the conscientious objection to military service has been
a principle of your petitioners since the beginning of their exist-
ence as a body, and is not an opinion professed to suit an appre-
hended emergency.

V. That your petitioners have proof of this last statement in
their literature of many years standing, and that they were granted
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exemption from military service in the American Civil War of
1860-4, and also in the present war by the British Government.

VI. That your petitioners humbly beseech your Honorable
House to grant their prayer, that they may live quiet and peaceable
lives in obedience to God, to whom they will pray for the guidance
of your Honorable House in the conduct of public affairs.

To this were attached the signatures of the Christadelphians of
Canada, members of the several recognized Ecclesias heretofore referred
to.

At Midsummer, 1917, Canada had on the statutes a fullfiedged Con-
scription Act, known as

THE MILITARY SERVICE ACT, 1917,
the same to come into force at any time or occasion by proclamation to
be made at the discretion of the Governor-General of Canada.

The Duke of Devonshire, the Governor-General, did on the 12th of
October, 1917, issue a proclamation under the Military Service Act, 1917,
calling up men for immediate milisary service, stipulated as Class 1,
between the ages of 20 and 45, unless married or a widower having a
child dependent upon him, and who could not prosecute a claim for
exemption provided in the Act.

By the good offices of a certain Brother who had secured from
Ottawa a number of copies of the Military Service Act, we were able to
study critically what provision the Act contained for those to be exempted
from military service, whose religious belief forbid them entering into
the service of the Army and Navy.

The grounds of exemption provided in the Military Service Act, 1917,
were as follows: (Section II.)

“No. 1 (a) That it is expedient in the national interest that the man
should, instead of being employed in military service, be
engaged in other work in which he is habitually engaged;

(b) That it is expedient in the national interest that the man
should, instead of being employed in military service, be
engaged in other work in which he wishes to be engaged,
and for which he has special qualifications;

(¢) 'That it is expedient in the national interest that the man
should, instead of being employed in military service, con-
tinue to be educated or trained for any work, for which he
is then being educated or trained;

(d) That serious hardships would ensue if the man were placed
on active service, owing to his exceptional financial or
business obligations or domestic position;

(¢) 111 health or infirmity;

(f) That he conscientiously objects to the undertaking of Com-
batant Service, and is prohibited from so doing by the
tenets and articles of faith, in effect on the 6th day of July,
1917, of any organized religious denomination existing and
well recognized in Canada at such date, and to which he
in good faith belongs;”

“And if any of the grounds of such applicant be established, a certi-
ficate of exemption shall be granted to such man.”

“No. 2 (a) A certificate may be conditional as to time or otherwise,
and if granted solely on conscientious grounds, shall state
that such exemption is from combatant service only.”

Your Committee was greatly perturbed at the knowledge the above
supplied. It was seen at once the Act fell away behind the English Army
Act No. 2, whereas we had felt assured Canada would not inact provisions
inferior to those of the Mother Country. The Canadian Act, as it stood,
provided the granting of absolute exemption from all military service for
all and every consideration but religious, conscientious objection; which,
from a Christadelphian standpoint, means there was to be no exemption
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at all, for it is a well-’known fact, that in the army, “non-combatant ser-
vice” is a mis-noma, every man is a soldier and must fight when called
upon to do so.*

We were confronted with a difficult situation; we must petition the
Government for a provision to be made to cover our case, but we knew
Governments do not immediately make amendments to the Acts they
pasg, besides we knew that in the inflamed state of public opinion against
granting exemption to religious bodies, which arose when the Act was
published, the Government would hesitate before adding another religious
body, along with the Doukhabors and Menmnonites, to be entitled to total
exemption, from total military service.

However, we had a duty to perform, namely to secure absolute ex-
emption from all military end naval services for “The Christadelphian
Church in Canada” and to secure recognition by the authorities that we
were “an organized religious denomination existing and well recognized
in Canada” within the meaning of the Act. We had no organization.such
as is common to religious bodies; this gave us no little anxiety, we assure
you, because we saw that this Military Act, which was supposed to have
been brought into existence for this war only, yet, in reality, it is to be
the permanent Military Service Act for all time to come, and can only be
repealed by a special Act of Parliament. We foresaw in it a permanency
not generally understood. The most to be expected would be that addi-
tions to the Act wouid, from time to time, be made. Therefore for the
good of our future, there was this one thing standing out clearly. We must
find means of getting official recognition of “the Christadelphian body in
Canada” as being a recognized “religious denomination.” This seemed
to us extraordinarily important, because the Act shows that a man's own
individual conscientious objection to combatant service would not avail
him anything unless he was a member in good faith of a recognized re-
ligious denomination; so that every means we knew had to be bent to
this end particularly; and eventually to secure absolute exemption from
naval and military service.

In the meantime a Brother had cabled Bro. F. G. Jannaway to supply
us with all data he thought would be helpful, as to what had been done
for Christadelphians in England. This greatly helped us to steer a course.

It was then decided to petition the Government in person, to put
before it the religious needs of the Christadelphian Church and its col-
lective disposings towards the country in the present distress brought
about by the war.

On request a telegram was received from Ottawa stating that a small
committee of the Government would receive a deputation from the
Christadelphian Church of Canada on the following Monday or Tuesday.

On Oct. 30th, 1917, the Premier and Minister of Justice received the
deputation, whose appeal and chairman’s remarks addressed to the Gov-
ernment, were as follows:

THE APPEAL.

WHEREAS the Christadelphian Church in Canada petitioned the
Honorable the House of Commons of the Dominion of Canada in Parlia-
ment then assembled, 1917, by the good offices of Sir George Foster,
praying to be exempt from compulsory military service, and

*In addition to the Military Service Act proper, there came into ex-
istence on October 7th, 1917, an appendix to the Act—the War Time
Elections Act, 7-8 Geo. V.—containing a clause 67A, 2, stipulating that “all
those who vote at Dominion elections subsequent to October 7th, 1817, shall
be held ineligible and incompetent to apply for or to be granted exemption
from combatant military or naval service on conscientious grounds.” This
did not affect true Christadelphians, but it does enlighten us on the view
taken in governmental circles that those who participate in governmental
affairs by voting at elections ought to and would be compelled to fight.
England and the United States avoided such extreme enaotments as this,
In fact, the Act seems to have been designed all through to avoid the
possibility of a conscientious objector in Canada claiming exemption even
from combatant military service.
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WHEREAS His Most Gracious Majesty our King has in his wisdom,
by and through the counsel of His Ministers, enacted the Military Service
Act, 1917, and

WHEREAS in the said Act provision was made whereby exemption
may be granted from combatant service only of His Majesty's Army and
Navy to recognized religious denominations established prior to July 6th,
1917, and

WHEREAS in said petition our reasons were recited explaining our
deep religious and conscientious convictions of being opposed to war on
the ground that the Bible, which we believe to be God's Word, com-
mands us not to kill; and that we also recognize by the same Bible and
God's Word to be commanded to discharge the duty of submitting to all
laws and ordinances enacted by Government where these do not conflict
with the Laws of God.

THAT NOW, THEREFORE, we, the undersigned, are enjoined to pre-
sent to you the difficulty of the Christadelphian’s case as, by the said
Military Service Act above referred to, the Tribunals are not permitted to
grant exemption from military and naval service to us, and it is our duty
here to-day to, by these presents, plead with you, on behalf of our Church,
so0 that provision may be made whereby we may be granted exemption
from service in the Army and Navy in all branches.

THAT, believing God's Grace will be extended unto us by the clem-
ency of your hand and commands, the said Military Tribunals will be
instructed forthwith so that they may have power to grant us total ex-
emptions from under the Military Service Act, now and in future calls,
upon the same considerations as are allowed in Great Britain,

THAT, recognizing by God’s providence, we have been permitted till
now to live peaceably and in assured tranquility under the British Con-
stitution, whose beneficence and tolerance in matters pertaining to re-
ligion is known to all men, we do, therefore, the more readily undertake.
on behalf of all our members and adherents, that they will willingly ren-
der any service or work of a civilian character which may be helpful and
of national importance, the same as is done by our Church in England.

SIGNATURES AND ADDRESSES OF THE DEPUTATION.
JAMES LAIRD, Innerkip, Ontario.

- 3 OF ~ Acting Chairman for George Waite.
Mh“:gwibn?;“’r“h (absent through illness)
CHRISTADBLPHIAN GEORGE CADDICK, Hamilton, Ont.

STANDING 1 E. H. CHART, Guelph, Ontario.

COMMITTEE (for James Price)

WM. EBBS, Toronto, Ontario.
WM. SMALLWOOD, Toronto, Ontario.

BF&T(‘;H:ESSER@ JOHN PARKIN, Hamilton, Ontario.
AND OFFICERS JOHN P. KIRWIN, Hamilton, Ontario.
OF THE WALTER HINTON, Hamilton, Ontario,
I JOHN HAWKINS, Guelph, Ont.
it ALEX. BIGGS, Burlington, Ontario.
IN CANADA EDWIN HILL, Port Credit, Ontario.

REMARKS BY CHAIRMAN OF DEPUTATION.

These brief remarks of mine are made with a deep sense of gratitude
to you; that we are permitted to speak with you, our Sovereign's First
Minister, face to face, and express our sincere sorrow that the British
Empire should be afflicted by so terrible a war. This is an added reason
why we should, with all readiness of heart and goodwill, offer our services
in all matters and work of national importance other than in the branches
of the Army and Navy, and I feel assured that as soon as you are seized
with the sincerity of our very deep religious conscientious convictions
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against being engaged in warfare you will promptly so ordain that we be
granted total exemption from military services.

Our attitude in this regard is not, therefore, a mean attempt to evade
the claims of a national obligation, and we hope you will be mindful that
obedience to conscience is a primary duty in Christian ethics. To us,
this by far outweighs reasons of a temporary character, such as the
importance of “habitual occupations,” *“special qualified tradesmen,”
“education or training,” and “financial obligations,” or “serious hardships
owing to exceptional business obligations,” “exceptional domestic posi
tion” and “ill health,” as reasons why one should not be drafted into the
Army and Navy. Indeed, this deep religious conviction is not only dearer
to us than all these reasons combined, but dearer than life itself, and,
strange as it may seem, it is of knowledge to all men that actions moved
by deep religious fervor are more potent and more irresistible than they
are by any other cause, and yet the Act provides power for the Tribunals
to grant total exemptions from military services for any or all of the
lesser reasons referred to, as is set forth in Exemption Claims 1 to 7,
inclusive. But only partial consideration has been given to this great im-
pelling factor in human experience—deep religious conviction and fervor;
from only one branch of the service has exemption been granted to such
men. This, manifestly, is going to be a great injustice to us and will help
the state in nothing; we shall not even be able to help our country in
labor of national importance; we shall become criminals in law. Our
faith and convictions are such that we have only one status as Brethren
and Servants of Christ, we cannot go to war. Other considerations are
immaterial to our claim to Yull exemption, yet our Tribunals are going to
grant for these immaterial things full exemption, and deny it to those
who have that faith in Christ that has, in the past, moved or disnlaced
mountains, i.e., nations.

When speaking in the House, and referring to the exemption clauses
of the Military Service Bill, you were generous to say:—

“It has been the purpose of the Government to make these
provisions absolutely fair. If any suggestion is made to the Gov-
ernment by which its provisions can he made fairer, or more
effective, the Government will be glad (o listen to such sugges-
tions when the Bill is in Committee.”

But the Military Service Act as we understand it now is dissimilar
to the English Army Act, and, therefore, as it affects the Christadelphian
Church in Canada, it is not so fair and generous.

Section II. of the Canadian Military Act, sub-section 2, specifically
states:—

“A certificate (of exemption) may be conditional as to time
or otherwise, and, if granted solely on conscientious grounds, shall
state that such exemption is from combatant service only.”

Now, while the English Army Act nominally stipulates exemption
from “combatant service only” for conscientious reasons, yet the Act fur-
ther provides:

“In exceptional cases every consideration shall be given to the
man whose objection genuinely rests on religious convictions;
whatever may be the views of the members of the Tribunal, they
must interpret the Act in a broad and tolerant spirit, in which
the genuine convictions and circumstances of the man are such
that exemption from combatant service, nor conditional exemp-
tion adequately meet the case, absolute exemption can be granted
in these cases, if the Tribunals are fully satisfied of the facts.”

The Christadelphians in England were very grateful for so fair and
liberal provisions having been made, in respect to “exceptional cases”
like ours.

Then, when the English Army Act came into force, our Church in
England was requested by the War Office’s Military Representative to
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attend the Central Appeal Tribunal in London and state the Christa-
phian position at the hearing of what was to be the test case of the
Christadelphian body, and which is now referred to as “Test Case No. 2,
Circular R-77,” the Marquis of Salisbury being chairman. At this sitting,
and before the Local Government Board, it was explained that Christa-
delphians are simply “Strangers and Pilgrims,” whose kingdom is not of
this world, but are waiting until their King, the Lord Jesus Christ, returns
from Heaven, at His command they will then be ready enough to “take
the sword,” but till then they know that the servants of the Lord must
not strive; they are neutrals, they never vote; and, as such, the British
Constitution says, “they are not liable to be called upon to fight. In all
other respects they have to be subject to the laws of the country, honor
the King; and thus every bonafide Christadelphian, although not per-
mitted by his Lord to fight, will do his best in civil life to help the land
of his birth in its hour of distress.”

“AN ADMIRABLE OFFER.”
So said the Right Hon. Walter Long, M.P.,
(President of the Local Government Board. 1916)

After hearing fully our reasons why being drafted into the non-com-
batant sections of the Army and Navy did not meet our exceptional case,
full consideration was given our plea with absolute exemption from mili-
tary service in all forms being granted to Christadelphians, and our
Brother, Mr. F. G. Jannaway was chosen to co-operate with the War
Office officials in testing the claims of those asking exemption on the
ground of being Christadelphians.

We in Canada will be pleased to assist your military authorities in
like manner.

A careful record is kept of all our members. It is not easy to become
a member of our body; candidates must have a studious knowledge of
the Old and New Testamentss, and be well grounded in Christadelphian
doctrines. The man who shirks his duty to his country cannot find un-
worthy shelter by joining our body. He has to appear before a competent
Board of Examiners after we have knowledge he has been a Bible student,
or educated in the home of a Christadelphian, or is one of our Sunday
School scholars. There need not, therefore, be any fear that the enforce-
ment of the Military Service Act will add unusual numbers of adherents
to our body.

Further than this, we again offer to serve the State in any capacity
for which we are qualified, and pray that you will see that such provision
is made as will enable us to render alternative service as evidence of our
bonafides.

In further support of our position shewing that the attitude of Christa-
delphians is, and has always been, the same in all parts of the world on
the question of military service, we file herewith valuable evidence, as
BExhibits 1, 2 and 3.

Hoping for the clemency of the Government, and trusting to have
the generous advocacy of your good offices on behalf of the Christadel-
phian body, I am,

Most respectfully yours,
JAMES LAIRD,
Acting Chairman for George Waite,

Chairman of the Canadian Christadelphian Standing Committee.
as also of the Deputation presenting this appeal.

P.S.—We affix hereto a copy of the exemption certificates issued to
(Chistadelphians by the British authorities
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“COPY OF CERTIFICATE GRANTED CHRISTADELPHIANS
IN THE BRITISH ISLES.

CERTIFICATE OF EXEMPTION.

This is to certify that
....................... residing at
a Christadelphian and a recognized conscientious objector to military
service will not be called upon to join the Army provided he is engaged
in work of National importance, such as
Agriculture, Forestry, Mining, Transport, Education, Public
Utility; or such other work as may be approved of by
the Committee on work of National Importance.
26 Abingdone Street, Westminster.
and that he notifies in writing that he is so engaged, on the first of every
- month, to the undersigned at the undermentioned address.
If the holder of this certificate cease to be engaged on work such as
stated above, this certificate will not be valid and he will then be called
up for militia service.”

There was filed with the above appeal The Christadelphian Statement
of Faith, 1886, published 1903, by C. C. Walker. The publication “Christ
and War,” and a booklet entitled “Evidence Extending Over Half a

- Century” that the Conscientious Objection to Military Service is a
denominational characteristic of the Christadelphian body of bhelievers,”
as Exhibits 1, 2 and 3, and also extracts from “The Shield,” an Austral-
ian Christadelphian magazine, to emphasize our statement that Christa-
delphians everywhere were actuated by the same characteristics and
disposings towards governments.

The Premier, after hearing our appeal, left the deputation in the com-
pany of the Minister of Justice, who, after asking various questions, re-
quested us to supply him with copies of the appeal to help him study
our case with his confreres. These being supplied, he dismissed the
deputation, telling us to further communicate with him 1f we wished, and
said our Committee would hear from the Government at an early date.

Soon after we were advised that the Government had created a Mili-
tary Advisory Committee, being a branch of the Department of Justice,
to deal with matters arising out of the Military Service Act. And in
reply to a pressing night telegram we had sent to The Honorable C. J.
Doherty, Minister of Justice, on Nov. 11, 1917, we received a telegram
from this newly created branch from which we learned that our petition
had been referred to it for disposition, but it appeared to us from this
telegram that our case was not understood properly.

The matter was urgent, as by this time the Military Service Act was
in full swing, and we decided at once to get in personal touch with this
Military Advisory Committee (later this committee was reorganized with
additional powers and known as the Military Service Council, Branch
of the Department of Justice).

To our request we received a telegram Nov. 27, 1919, reading “Mili-
tary Service Council will be pleased to meet your deputation at twelve
noon Friday at offices, 130 Sparks Street, Ottawa.

Brethren Edwin Hill and John Parkin were appointed to do this work.

The Council consisted of E. L. Newcombe, J. H. Moss, K.C,, Lt-Col.
H. A. C. Machin, E. J, Loranger, K.C., and O. M. Biggar, K.C. All were
present except E. L. Nowcombe, Deputy Minister of Justice. Our whole
case was reviewed, submitted in writing, and we filed with this Council
copies of everything we had hitherto presented to the Government, in-
cluding copies of letters.

The interview lasted fifty minutes. A sympathetic manner was shown
towards our cause, it was said when Parliament met again our matter
could be dealt with, as Mr. J. H. Moss, K.C., explained the Government's
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policy in regard to works of national importance would be then considered
and enjoined on us to keep in touch with them so that we might come to
Ottawa again.

0. M. Biggar, K.C., said if our young men complied with the Act we
need not be anxious, as their policy was, as J. H. Moss, K.C,, had ex-
plained, none for the first six months would be called except for combatant
service.

Fearing that the Tribunals would, through public prejudice and per-
sonal disinclination, refuse the claims of our brethren to benefit under
the Act for religious belief, the same as hanpened at first in England, we
endeavored to enlist the Government's willingness to accept the Church’'s
certificate of membership as to bonafides, but this was disallowed.

Lt.-Col. H. A. C. Machin, whose manner towards conscientious ob-
jectors impressed us most, said he had that morning been with the Minis-
ter of Justice, who had spoken to him concerning us; that the Minister
was impressed by our Church being willing to enter upon works of
national importance, and that he would speak to the Central Appeal Judge
in our behalf when we were pleading our cause for recognition as
being “an organized religious denomination existing and well recognized
in Canada.”

While the result of this interview did not materially help our feelings
and misgivings, yet we knew that this Council, which was now properly
informed concerning Christadelphians, would be filling a very important
function during the continuance of the war, and with which we would
have much to do.

Shortly after, on our mext visit to Ottawa, we became confirmed in
our opinion that the real friend at Ottawa of the genuine conscientious
objector was Lit.-Col. H. A. Machin. He spoke firmly in his opinion as to
what ought to be done on their behalf, and deplored the rardiness which
had arisen in bringing about necessary provisions for alternative works
of national importance.

1t was clear to us from what we learned from him, owing to the mass
of work which would fall on the Government, that unless we pressed our
case at Ottawa, it would be snowed under and forgotten, and, further, for
the Military Service Council to do anything now, instructions must first
come from the Government.

Our first step decided upon was to get a ruling at once that our
Church was one which would be recognized as “an organized religious
denomination, existing and well recognized in Canada” within the meaning
of the Act.

A certain Brother cabled to Bro. F, G. Jannaway to send, if possible,
by first mail, original copies of the “English Act.” Bro. Jannaway, who
had mislaid the address, sent them to another Brother, who kindly sent
them on. We found these very useful in pleading our case at Ottawa.

On consulting the Military Service Act, and being informed by the
Military Service Council, which kindly gave us an official copy of the Act
and regulations governing its application, we ascentained we were to go
to the Central Appeal Judge direct, by permission of the Minister of Jus-
tice, and this being graciously provided for us by the Military Service
Council, we were duly notified that Justice Duff, the Central Appeal Judge,
would hear our cause on December 29th, 1917; then a recapitulation of all
our appeals and letters to the Department of Justice was compiled and
sent on beforehand for the benefit of having everything concisely tabu-
lated before the Judge.

Our interview with Mr. Justice Duff took up most of the forenoon
and afternoon of the 29th of December, 1917. Surprise was expressed that
a church should have such tenets as to prohibit its members participating
in war and politics. On the morning of the 30th the Judge intimated that
the claim of the Church for recognition would be allowed, though it
seemed to him that in organization it lacked cohesion, yet he was im-
pressed with the evidence we put before him to the effect that the
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primary object of the Ecclesias was the assembly for common worship.
This feature, he said, was so proved to his satisfaction, by the evidence,
whereas another Church, whose claims he had just disposed of, failed.

Our aim now was to get a ruling from Justice Duff that our Church
certificate was paramount evidence of the bonafides of membership and
that our young men should not be subject to the caprice of a judge who
was first to be satisfied that the applicant himself had a conscientious
objection to war. We reasoned that that feature is better determined
by the Church, and the fact that the applicant had established to the
satisfaction of the Church that he is and has been a fit person to be a
member thereof should entitle the applicant to exemption; a tribunal
composed of men who ardently believed in war as a religious national
duty, never would concede that a man had such a conscience. This was
not conceded by the judge.

We reasoned also at length that we believed from the structure of
the Military Service Act and the regulations governing its administration
admitted tribunals granting absolute exemption, and sought the judge to
so decide. The following letter was sent to Mr. Justice Duff to emphasize
our contention along these lines.

“Ottawa, December 31