&

Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original
copy available for filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographically unique, which may alter any of
the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming are
checked below.

/ .
Additional comments /

Coloured covers /
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged /
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated /
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing / Le titre de couverture manque
Coloured maps / Cartes géngraphiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black) /
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations /
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material /
Relié avec d’autres documents

Only edition available /
Seule &dition disponible

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion along
interior margin / La reliure serrée peut causer de
'ombre ou de la distorsion le long de la marge
intérieure.

Blank Ieavés added during restorations may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have been

-~ omitted from filming / 1l se peut que certaines pages

blanches ajoutées lors d’une restauration
apparaissent dans le texte, mais, lorsque cela était
possible, ces pages n'ont pas été filmees.

Commentaires supplémentaires:

This item is filmed af the reduction ratio checked below / .
Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

- 10x

14x 18x

L'Institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il lui a
été possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet exem-
plaire qui sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue bibli-
ographique, qui peuvent modifier une image reproduite,

ou qui peuvent exiger une mcd

ification dans la métho-

de normale de filmage sont indiqués ci-dessous.

Coloured pages / Pages de couleur
Pages damaged / Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated /
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed /
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached / Pagés détachées

Showthrough / Transparence

Quality of print varies /
Qualité megale de l’mpressuon

Includes supplementary matenal /
Comprend du matériel supplémentaire

Pages wholly or partially obscured by errata slips,
tissues, etc., have been refilmed to ensure the best
possible image / Les pages totalement ou
partiellement obscurcies par un feuillet d’errata, une
pelure, etc., ont été filmées a nouveau de fagon a
obtenir la meilleure image possible.

Opposing pages with varying colouration or
discolourations are filmed twice to ensure the best
possible image / Les pages s’opposant ayant des
colorations variables ou des décolorations sont’
filmées deux fois afin d’obtemr la meilleure image
possnble ‘

Cover title page is bound in as last page in
book but filmed as first page on fiche.

26x. 30x

12x 16x

20x

24x 28x 32x



NAVIGATION LAWS (NEW BRUNSWICK).

~ COPIES or ExTrAcTS of any CORRESPONDENCE,
Peritions or Memortarns relative to the
RerEAL of the NaviGaTion Laws, which may
have been sent Home by the Governor of New
DBrunswick. ‘ ‘

(Lord George DBentinck.)

Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed,
22 August 1848,

683.
Under 1 oz.



NAVIGATION LAWS (NEW BRUNSWICK).

RETURN to an Address of the Honourable The House of Commons,
© dated 21 July 1848;5—for,

* COPIES or ExTraCTS of any CoRRESPONDENCE, PrTiTIONS or MEMORIALS
" relative to the RepeaL of the Navicarion Laws, which may have been sent
Home by the Governor of New Brunswick.”

Colonial Office, Downing- etreet,} ‘ ‘ B. HAWES
21 August 1848. ) )

— No. 1.—

(No. 48.)
Copy of a DESPATCII from Lmutemnt-Governor Sir Edmund Head, Bart.,
to Earl Grey. :
‘ | - No.1
M Lor a, ~ Government House, Fredericton, 29 June 1848. gjﬁ“E‘é;;‘;:,";’;
J (Received 6 July 1848) ‘ Earl Grey.

I navE the honour to enclose a copy of the proceedings of a meeting held at 29 June 1848.
- Fredericton on the 16th instant, in favour of free trade with the United States.

T -, Enc,’
A still more important meeting of the same character las been held at St. wm\
- John’s, but the Resolutions pnsscd at it have not yet been transmitted tome in
any official shape. :

The trade of this Province is at the present moment in a most depressed state.

-1 have, &e.
(signed) Edmund Head.

Enclosure in N o. 1.

‘ - . County Court House, Frcdencton, 16 June 1848, -
A'r a Publlc Meeting of the Merchants, and other Inhabitants of Fredericton, held in the  Enpel. in No. 1,
County Court-house, in this City, on the 16th day of June, A.p. 1848, which Meeting : S
‘was called by the High Sheriff, in pursuance of a Requisition to him directed, to take‘
~into consideration the present’ depressed state of the Trade of the Provmce, and to.
~ devise means for extending our Commercial Relations, :

‘ Ox motion of James Taylor; Esq., . ».P. , Benjamin Wolhaupter, Esq., ngh Sheuﬁ' was. .
 called to the chair; 5 and Mr. William, Gnoor, appomted secretary.— The meeting bemcl
. thus organized, \‘
James Taylor, Esq e\plamed the objects of the requisitionists in applying to the High
- Sheriff to call the meeting, and the necessity of adopting some means by which'the preseut
distress might be allevxated and some other market found.for the smplus of our wood\
.‘goods after which he submltted the following Resolutions:—

' 1. Resolved, as the: 'opinion of .this meeting, That the recent chan«e in the policy of the
“British Government as respects the plotectmn of colonial goods in ‘the home mar ket, must
- be followed by the extension of the wood trade, particularly of that part of it which consists
of sawn lumber as respects the Province of New Brunswick ; and that itis therefore desir-
© able :that we should endeavour to extend our commercial mtercoulse, with a view to the
L consumption of such of our articles as cannot be exported to the mother country. '
This Resolution being put, was passed by a Jarge majority in the affirmative.

C’\Ir. Taylor then moved the followmg Resolutmn, wlnch was seconded by Mr.‘Robcrt |
Chesnut :—

- Resolved, as. the oplnlon of this meetmor 'lhat a free admlssxon of the ar tlcles heremafter '
: enumerated being the growth,. pxoductlon and manufacture of the United States into this
.. Province, would be’ ]uonly desirable and beneficial to the general interests; viz. “gtain and
~ bread-stuffs of all kinds, vegetables, fruits, animals, hides, tallow, wool, - honses, salted
+"and fresh, ‘meats, coals, ores of all kinds of  metal, timber, st'wes, weod and Iumber of all
. kinds’; provided the like articles, the growth, productlon and manuﬁlctuxe of thls Provmce,
[ w‘be allowed to come mto the Umted States on thc same telms Do S
0683: A . After




No. 2.

lieut.-governor
Sir E. Head o
Earl Grey.

3 July 1848.

Ymc\“s‘“e.‘

Encl. in No. 2.

2 CORRESPONDENCE FROM NEW BRUNSWICK ON

After a lengthened discussion, Mr. Taylor obtained leave to withdraw both of the above
Resolutions, and moved that the following Resolution be substituted in lieu thereof, which
was seconded by Mr. Robert Chesnut:— ‘

Alesolrved, That this meeting heartily concur in the Resolutions adopted at a public
nieeting of the merchants and mhabitants of the city of St. John, held on the 31st day of
May last, relative to the extension of our commercial intercourse, with a view to seek a
market for our exports. : : :

This Resolution being put, was carried by a large majority. . |
On motion of J. A. Beckwith, Esq., the Chairman was requested to leave the chair, and
Charles Macpherson, Esq. being called thereto, a unanimous vote of thanks to the Chairman

for his able conduct in the chair was passed ; and the meeting dissolved. ‘

(signed) B. Wollaupter,
Chairman,

Wm. Grigor,
Secretary.

—- No. 2. —
(No. 54

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Edmund Head, Bart.,
to Earl Grey. | =

M ‘ Government House, Fredericton, 3 July 1848.
y Lord, . N
(Received 20 July 1848.)

1. I mave the honour to enclose the Resolutions passed at a meeting of the
merchants and inhabitants of the city of St. Johin, held on the 31st of May last.
1 regret that I was not enabled to transmit these Resolutions to England so that
they might have arrived in time for the discussion of the Navigation Laws in the
Imperial Parliament, but the proccedings were communicated to me in an official
shape only on the afternoon of the 23d of June, after the English mail was
made up. ‘ ‘

2. 1 need not observe to your Lordship, that counter-resolutions and petitions
in a different sense may be expected from St. John’s, inasmuch as no place would -
appear at first sight more deeply interested in upholding the privileges of British
colonial shipping. Indeed, I perceive by the public papers, that a mecting opposed
to the Resolutions now transmitted has lately been held.”

3. Upon the whole, I think, the most intelligent men in this Province whom I
have had an opportunity of sceing, are of opinion that the city of St. John’s and |
the Provinee gencrally would gain more by opening the American market for
sawn lumber the produce of New Brunswick, than they could lose by any com-
petition with the American shipping. My present information leads me to think
that a ship can be built and rigged in St. Jolin’s at a cheaper rate than can be
done in any part of the United States, and therefore, with proper care in the selec-
tion of the masters and crew, I do not see that the ship-builders of St. John’s will
have reason to fear the competition of forcign vessels. Your Lordship knows,

however, that my experience in this Province is as yet very imperfect, and Ishould =

be sorry to speak dogmatically on so important a subject without more detailed:

information than I at present possess. o ‘ ‘
S - I have, &e. -

(signed)  Edmund Head:

‘ | _Enclosur‘e‘in‘ No. 2. o ‘ |
ATt a Public Meeting of the Merchants and Inhabitants of St. Jokn, called by the .
Honourable John Robertson, President of the Chamber of Commerce, on the 31st May
1848, in compliance with a requisition presented to him, the following Resolutions were
‘moved, and carried unanimously :— - S ‘ : ‘

1. Resolved, That the recent change in the policy of the British Government as respects.
the protection to colonial goods in the home market, has materially affected our trade with-
the mother country, and wholly destroyed that with the British West Indies ; it is therefore
desirable that we should endeavour to extend our commercial intercourse with a view toseek

consumption for our exports.

5. Whereas
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2. Whereas it would be highly beneficial to countries lying contiguous to and bordering
on each other, having a diversity of productions required by each, to have a fiee and unre-
stricted interchange of such articles ; therefore,~Resolved, as the opinion of this meeting, That
a free admission of articles the growth, production and manufacture of the United States
into this Province, would be highly desirable and beneficial to the general interests, provided
that ail articles the growth, production and manufacture of this Province were admitted into
the United States on the same terms,

3. Whereas it appears in the report of the proceedings of the Congress of the United
States, that there is a Bill now before the House of Representatives, to provide for the

2

admission into the United States free of duty, certain articles therein named, of the growth, .-

praduction and manufacture of the Province of Canada, provided that similar articles the
growth, production and manufacture of the United States are admitted into the Provinee of
Canada on the same terms; and whereas the extension of the same principle to this Province
would be highly beneficial to its trades and manufactures ; therefora,—Resofved, That an
Address be prepared and forwarded to his Excellency the Lieutenant governor, respectfully
requesting that such weasures may be adopted as will include this Province in any arrange-
ment made for the extension of the trade between Canada and the United States ; and that
a copy of such Address be forwarded through the prope: channel to his Excellency the

Governor general. :

4, Resolved, That a copy of the proceedings of this meeting be communicated to influential
members of the United States’ Congress, urging them to have New Brunswick included in
the Act now before that body to regulate the interchange of certain articles between Cunada
and the United States. - : . ‘

5. Resolved, That an Address, as read to the meeting, be engrossed, signed by the Chair-
man and Secretaries, and transmitted to his Excellency the Lieutenunt-governor. 1

. 6. Resolved, That the Chairman communicate with influential parties in other pbrtions of
“this Province, requesting them to call public meetings, and adopt such measures as they
may deem necessary for the furtherance of the objects of this meeting, *

(signed) . John Robertson,
‘ ‘ Chairman, |

‘ (True copy.) :
(signed)  R. Jardine,

e ,
James L. Harding,§Sccretaries.

L y - — No. 3.—
"~ (No. 6g.) - ‘ o o I
Copy of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Edmund Head, Barxt.,
R . to Earl Grey. L
S Government House, Frederickton, 19 July 1848,
My Lord, - ~ (Received 7 August 1848.)

I mave the honour to enclose for your Lordship’s information the Minutes of
the proceedings of o meeting beld at St. John’s, on the 26th June, to petition
Her Majesty against the proposed alteration in the Navigation Laws. .~

1 also enclose the Petition adopted at this meeting, together with the required.
transcript. - : S o e

o I have, &e. .~

(signed). - E(?pﬁﬂ;d H e?;d.

. En‘closure‘il;' in' No. 3 -

‘ P[iJ‘BLIC"ME‘[“!:'I‘IN‘G,' pur’s‘uant‘ to ﬂle ‘foll‘ow‘ipé Bequisitiqn‘a;ld‘ N btiéé_} viz. :
| To his Worship the Mayor of the City of St. Joln, &e. &e.

- Taz undersigned, inhabitants of St. John, New Brunswick, conceiving that. the measures = . .

~ now under consideration of the House of Commons, as introduced by Mr. Labouchere, are
~immediately ruinous to the British' as well as the Colonial ship-owners, and ultimately sub-

~versive_of British interests in this province, respectfully request your Worship to call a
. Public Meeting of the inhabitauts of this city, at an early day, for the purpose of conveying. '
- such opinion to Her Majesty the Queen, the Lords and Commons of the United Kingdom. . .

o ij.';‘Jql\il, 19 June 1848 AR

- No. 3.
Lieut.-govervor =
Sir E.Headto
Easrl Grey, .
19 July 1848. .

I Y
2

.

Encl. 1,in No, §.- -
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In compliance with the above requisition, I do hereby request the inhabitants of this city
to attend a Public Mceting, at the Court-house, on Monday next, the 26th instant, at one
o’clock, for the purposes set forth in said requisition. o

St. John, 20 June 1848, (signed) J. R. Partelow, Mayor.

A Public Meeting was held this day at the Court-house. -

In the absence of his Worship the Mayor, his Honor R. L. Hazen, the Recorder, took
the Chair, when the following Resolutions were moved by the Hon, John Robertson,
seconded by James Kirk, Esq., dind after discussion were udopted by a large majority.

Resolved, That in the opinion of this meeting, the measures now under consideration of
the House of Commons relative to the alteration or revision of the Navigation Laws, will
prove destructive to ship-owners, ruinous to ship-builders, and will generally affect the
welfare and prosperity of the British Empire, as there is no reciprocity or equivalent to be
found in the scheme introduced by Mr. Labouchere for the sucrifice of so great a boon
to the foreigner; and, moreover, that this province particularly being largely interested as
ship-owners, extensively engaged in ship-building, furnishing employment to thousands of
artizans, emigrants and labourers, would suffer most seriously il the alterations now con-
templated are carried, without immediately opening other channels in some measure to
compensate for the ruinous consequences that must inevitably follow. ‘

Resolved, That this meeting consider the abandonment of a system under which Great
Britain ‘has so successfully been enabled to compete with all the world in her mercantile
navy for so long a period, as unwise in principle, unsound in theory, and: dangerous in
practice, unless reciprocal advantages are obtained from foreign couniries for such a boon
conferred upon them by the sacrifice of the British shipping interest, created, fostered
and cherished by the most able and celebrated statesmen that ever wielded the destinies
of Great Dritain, of every political creed. ‘ ‘ - ‘ .

Resolved, That this meeting fcel deeply the influence that such a measure would pro-.
duce upon the feelings and attachment of the. people of this province, if left entirel
unprotected, and required to compete with foreign countries in the main staples of their
export, at a distance so much greater from their only market at present, and which
must lead to the abandonment of the province by a very large portion of ity inhabit-
ants, leaving behind them as valueless the result of the labour of a lifetime, and destroy
the prospenty of this once flourishing province of the British Empire, :

Theretore Resolred, That it is the opinion of this meeting that if the Navigation Laws
are altered as contemplated, nothing will prevent such a calamity to this province, as
heretofore  referred to, but the opening of other markets for their exports, the privilege of
selling their ships.in any market, the right of procuring registers in foreign countries,

erfect freedom in the employment of foreigners in the navigating of their slips, the privi-
ege of trading to and with all countries, coastwise as well as foreign, and the removal of all
restrictions in the conduct of their ships. ‘ S . ‘

Resolved, That the Chairman (Hon. R. L. Hazen), John Robertson, F. A. Wiggins, John
Owens, Lewis Burns, J. V. Thurgar, Edward Allison, John Wishart and John Duncan, be a
Committee to prepare an humble and dutiful Petition to Her Majesty, the House of Lords,
and the House of Commons, in conformity with the foregoing Resolutions, and that the
Chairman do sign the same on behalf of this meeting. ‘ a

St. John, 26 J une 1848. ‘ ‘ (signed)  R. L. Hazen,
‘ : Recorder of the City of 8t. John,

- ' ‘ ~ Chairman.
(signed)  R.Jurdine, la L
° James Robertson, | Secretaries.

Enclosure 2, in No. 3. .

Eucl. 2, in No.3. TO TUE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY.
S ‘ May it please Your Majesty, ‘ S :

The hun_xble :}ﬂd dqtif‘ul Pét‘itjdu‘ of the I\'IégiStrates; ‘Merchanfé aﬁd other Inhabitants of =
the City of St. Joku, Province of New Brunswick, duly convened at a Public Meeting
}mhm‘ the Court-house of the Cityand County of St. John, held on the 26th day of -

une 1848, = o ‘ o T

Humbly showeth, : SRR ‘ o . . o
Titat the occasion of this our humble petition is one of vital importance to the present '
and future intzrests of this province ; and confident in the hope that their claims, asnow pre-~
ferred for Your Majesty’s royal consideration, will receive that due deliberation which .t ey
conceive themselves justly entitled to, before the measure now. under discussion by Your
Majesty’s Commous in Parliament convened shall have passed into a law:. & - SERTRR

o 'Your
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Your petitioners humbly beg leave to represent to Your gracious Majesty, that they are
firmly of opinion, that the measures now under consideration of the Imperial Parliament,
as introduced by Mr. Labouchere, if they become luw, will prove generally prejudicial to the
British Empire, and particularly to this loyal colony, inasmuch as there 1s no reciprocity to
be found in the plan proposed for the alteration, or rather the abrogation, of the Navigation
Laws, and, moreover, that there is no equivalent provided for Your Majesty’s subjects n the
concession to be made to foreigners, for the privileges and benefits of the colonial and inter~
colonial carrying trade, as in fact they have none to offer, save and except the coasting trade

of the United States of America, which is not to be given up to British subjects, unless the

coasting
measure now under consideration of Parliament, ‘

Your petitioners humbly submit for Your Majcsty’s gracious consideration .the important
fact that, in this colony particularly, a large number of Your Majesty's loyal subjects have
emigrated and settled, and have invested their capital and industry in British tonnage, upon
the faith of Your Majesty’s protection to them as such; and, moreover, that a very large
amount of the labour of emigrants is absorbed in ship-building, constituting the greater por-
tion of the exports of this province ; and if the mcasure now referred to be passed, it will
wholly destroy the export trade of this province, in the production of which a very large
amouat of British manufactures is consumed, : : :

Your petitioners fecl deeply the influence that such a measure would produce upon the
feelings and attachment of the people of this province, if left entirely unprotected, and
required to compete with foreign countries in the main staples of their export, at a distance
so much greater from their only market, and which must lead to the abandonment of the
province by a very large portion of its inhabitants, leaving' behind them, as valueless, the
results of the labour of a lifetime, and destroy the prosperity of this once flourishing pro-
vince of the British Empire.

Your petitioners, in conclusion, beg respectfully to submit, that if Your Majesty should
deem it requisite for the general interests of the empire to alter the Nuvigation Laws, Your
Majesty will be graciously pleased to prevent such a calamity to the loyal inhabitants of this
province, as heretofore referred to, by refusing Your Royal Assent to any measure that does
not provide for the opening of other markets for their exports, the privilege of selling their
ships in any matket, the right of procuring registries in foreign countries, perfect freedom
in the employment of foreigners in the navigating of their ships, the privilege of trading to
and with all countries, coastwise as well as foreign, and the removal of all restrictions in

the conduct of their ships. -
© (signed) R. L. Hazen,

o trade of Great Britain be conceded to them, which is not contemplated in the

Recorder of the City of St. John, and Chairman of the Meeting, -

(signed) . R. Juardine,

James Robertson,}s%retanes.

ay



