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CHAPTER I.

IXTMDDCrOBT.

No apology is needed for the pnblica-

tion at this time of a History of Ogle

County. There are few who will not at

once recognize the importance of the work.

The following sketches, perhaps, can

hardly be dignified with the title of a

history, from a lack of order and arrange

mcnt which is almost unavoidable under

the circumstances; but such as they are,

we believe ihem to be accurate and relia-

ble. In looking to books for materials,

we have endeavored to find such as could

be relied upon for accuracy and impar-

tiality, while the accounts given by the

pioneers now living are from men who

can bo relied upon for probity and integ-

rity and a knoTledgo of the things whcre-

i
of they have spoken. We have consulted

Hakluyt's Voyages, Hennepin's Works,

Burnet's Notes, Bancroft's History of the

United States, Hart's History of the Val-

ley of tho Mississippi, Shcltuu's iliatory

of Michigan, Ford's History of Illliiuis,

Peck's Western Annuls, and many other

works, and in some instancus have adopted

parts of thorn aa best expressing vrhat wo

wanted to show.

We have coniniencod with a rapid

sketch of the I'arly Bottlcmcnt of tlio

.Northwest, which is inseparably connected

with the history of our own county. In

this we have drawn from the most autlieu-

tio sources such facts na presented thou."

selves to us as posses.^ing interest :uid

wore well sustained. Tlie pettlcincnt of

the entire Valley of tlie Mis.->iHsijipi, of

which this poctiou is a part, is so connoetod

with our own local history, that wc could

not in jui^tiee pass it by.

The Black ILi'.vk Wwr, in wlilcli utaiiy

of our citizens took a part, is a niattor in

which we have all felt a deep intere,-»t,

occurring, as it did, where our own fire-

sides are now located. Its history is full
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of incidents bordering upon the romantic,

and far more thrilling than the veriest

blood-and-thunder fiction ever published.

We have merely called our work a his-

tory for want of a better title. It is ne-

eeasarily written during a prassare of

mmltitttdinoui engagements, which pre-

ent onr giving these sketches an arrange-

ment and classifioation which wo oould

readily give were they all written previ-

001 to their publication.

CHAPTER II.

On Easter Sunday, in the year 1512,

Juan Ponce de Leon, a comrade of Chris-

topher Columbus, discovered the conti-

nent of America, near St. Augustine, and

named the new country Florida. The

causes whi::h led to this discovery were

the same which actuated scores of the

adventurers of that day, viz : a thirst for

gold and a desire to find the fountain, said

to exist in the wilds of America, which

was thought to have the power of renew-

ing the youth of those who drank of or

bathed in its waters. Though unsuccess-

ful in their own search after these objects,

the earlier adventurers bore back to their

native land marvellous tales of what might

be found, and thus stimulated others to

renew a search in which they had failed.

Among the most noted of thosewhom these

reports reached was Ferdinand De Soto,

who, in the month of May, 1539, or

about three hundred and nineteen years

ago, anchored his vessel near the coast of

the Peninsula of Florida, in Tampa Bay.

He was accompanied by a brilliant band

of followers, many of whom were of no-
ble birth, all of them eager to clutch
the golden treasures which were said

to exist in America. The career of
De Soto and his ill-fated band is fa-

miliar to all our readers. The ill suc-

cess of their search after gold, their fail-

ure to discover the fountain of youth, tho

sickness and wasting away of the troop,

and the death and burial in the Missis-

sippi of their high-spirited and energetio

leadeii*, are « familiar as household w«rds."

Of the " gallant six hundred " who ac-

companied De Soto in his setting-out,

about one-half left their bones to bleach

on the morasses and mountains of the

South from Georgia to Arkansas. This,

the first expedition of Europeans into the

Valley of the Mississippi, left no trace

behind it. They gained nothing for

themselves or those to come after them,

and the only effect produced was to em-

bitter the minds of the Indians and to

dishearten those who might otherwise

have attempted to explore this valley.

During the succeeding century not an

European made his appearance in the ter-

ritory now known as " the West/' In

1616, Le Caron, a French Franciscan, had

penetrated to the streams which run into

Lake Huron, and in 1634 two Jesuits had

founded the first mission among the rivers

|

f

and marshes of the region east of thatf

lake; but it was in 1641, just onef

hundred years after De Soto reached the jl.

Mississippi, that the first Canadian envoys
j

met the savage nations of the Northwestl

at the Falls of St. Mary, below the outletf

of Lake Superior.* It was not until 1659f

^Western AaqaU, p. 28 tt tcq.
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that even any of the fur-traders spent a

winter in the frozen regions about the

great lake, nor till 1660 that the un-

flinching devotion of the missionaries

«aused the first station to rise upon its

borders. The earliest of the lasting habi-

tations of the white man among the Indi-

ans of the Northwest was built in 1665

by Father Claude Allouez. After this

venerable man came Claude Dablon and

James Marquette to St. Mary's Falls and

there founded a mission. Nicholas Per

rot, agent) for Talon, the intendant of

Canada, explored Lake Michigan as far

«i Chicago in 1670. The year following

these explorations of Perrot, the French

formally took possession of the Great

Northwest, in the presence of an assem

bled multitude of the aborigines, who had

come from every part of the surrounding

country to witness the ceremony; and in

the same year Marquette gathered a little

band of listeners at Point St. Ignatius,

on the main land north of the island of

Mackinac . Unlike the ambitious De Soto,

who had found the Father ef Waters in

his search for the mystic fountain, mighty

cities and mines of gold, the heart of the

no less ambitious Marquette yearned for

the numberless hosts of the children of

God, who, he rightly faneicd, were living

upon its fertile banks, and upon whom the

light of the Gospel never shone. Pursu-

ant to the orders of Talon, on the 18th of

May, 1673, with Monsieur Joliet, of Que-

bec, and five boatmen, this noble man left

Michilimackinac in two bark canoes, with

a small store of Indian corn and jerked

meat, bound they knew not whither. The

first nation they visited bggcd them to

desist from their daring adventure; they
i

told them of ferocious savage* and blood-

thirsty warriors upon the " Great River,"

who would slaughter them with the least

provocation; of a demon, who engulfed

in the boiling waters around him any who

might come within the reach of hb fatal

power;* and should they pasi these dan-

gers, there were heats by which they moat

certainly perish. ; <v!!

"I thanked them," says Marquette,

" for their good advice, but I told them

that I could not follow it, since the salva-

tion of souls was at stake, f«r which I

should be overjoyed to give my life."

They passed through Green Bay and

entered Fox lliver, and after having cru-

elly cut their feet upon the stones, while

dragging their canoes through the strong

rapids, arrived at an Indian village where

the Miamis, Mascoutens and Kickapoos

lived together in harmony. Here Father

Allouez, of whom we have before spoken,

had preached, and evidently not without

some effect; for, to their surprise, Mar-

quette and his party found in the middle

of the town a cross on which had been

hung bows and arrows, belts and skins,

which " these good people had offered to

the Great Manitou, to thank him because

*The referenco here ia to the legend of Pia-

sau, er the monster bird that devoured men,

of which some rude Indian pai»tings were seen

thirty years since on the cliffs above the «ity

of Alton, and the Indiana, as they passed in

their canoes, made offerings by dropping to-

bacco and ether articles, valuable in their

estimation, into the river. John Russell, Esq.,

of Illinois, wrete this "Indian Tradition" into

a beautiful story that went the rounds of pe-

riodical literature in ISiO.— Western Annalt.
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he had taken pity on them dnring the

winter, and had given them an abundant

chase." Here was the bound of discovery;

not even the most dnring Frenchman had

ever renturcd into the wilds beyond. It

is not to bo wondcFcd at, therefore, that

the br.'iverv of those seven men, who were

casting themselves upon the mercy cf

fiavagoflj should excite astonishment in

the minds of those " braves," who better

knew the dangers beyond.

Leaving these hospitable strangers, with

two guides to lend them tiirough the lakes

and marshes which abounded in that re-

gion, they started for the Wisconsin river,

which, they were told, rose about t'j '^c.

leagues distant and fell into the Mis ,,-

fiippi. Strengthening their souls with

prayer to the Virgin Blother, th(y com-

mitted themselves to the hands of God

and tho bosom of a westward flowing

river. Although the Wisconsin is a

sand-barred stream, and hard to navigate,

their troubles were compensated by its

vine-clad islands, tho waving meadows

along its banks, tho graceful slopes and

music ringing forests. After floating

down the river for six days, with inex-

pressible joy they entered the Mississippi.

On they floated down the "Great River,"

with living things above, beneath, on

cither hand, but nowhere could be seen

H vestige of man, utitil the 21st day of

June, when a trail was discovered on the

nrcstcrii bixuk, which, Marquette and Jo-

liet following, led to an Indian village at

a short distance from the river. Here

they were hospitably received, and they

found themselves in a town of the

'• JlJinoi?," The rc5t of the company

were immediately brought, and after many
ceremonies, a feast wan prepared of not

exactly modern style, the first oonrse con*

sisting of hominy, the second of fish, tho

third of dog, and the last of roast buffalo.

Proceeding on theirjoomey, they found

the river all along, and on either side,

inhabited by these rude children of the

forest. '^ '.-../ .. j>..

They touched at points now wel! known

to every citizen of our State, till they

reached the Arkansas or " Akamsca,"

as it was called, when they determined to

return to the North, being dsterred by

the dangers which beset the route to the

mouth of the Mississippi; and on the

19th of July they commenced to retrace

their etcpa and turned towards the Lake,

and reached Green Bay in September

without loss or injury.

The circumstances attending the death

of the simple-minded Marquette were af-

fecting. In the month of May, in 1G75,

as he was passing with his boatmen up

Lake Michigan, he proposed to land at

the mouth of a stream running from the

peninsula, and perform mass. Imita-

ting the example of hir Master before

him, he " went apart to pray." Not re-

turning as soon as they expected, his

boatmen, remembering that he had said

something about his death being near at

hand, went to seek him. In the act of

prayer he had fallen asleep forever. In

the sands on the shores of the " Great

Lakes" this man of boundless sympathy

found a narrow home. A river in Michi-

gan bears the name of the missionary,

at tho mouth of which it is said his body

was buried. His remains were removed

s
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a year after, by the Indians, and convoyed

to his uiisajon at Mackinac. The place of

his death, however, lias never yet been

definitely ascertained, though several wri-

ters agree in fixing it at or neur the ukouth

of the Marquette lliver.

Among those who had listened to the

itory of Marquette's c.tpedition to the

west, was Robert De La Salle, Ho was a

native of Normandy, and having lost his

patrimony from some cause unknown to

as, came to the new world to seek his

fortune. He had long had in his mind

the project of crossing the continent, and

thus opening a shorter way to China and

the East. *GIad was he to receive from

Marquette the suggestion, that by follow-

ing up the Mississippi, or turning into

some of the rivers that flow into it from

the west, his end could be accomplished

without great difficulty. He immediately

laid before the Governor of Canada his

imbitious design. He proposed, as a

first step, to re-build Fort Frontenac, now

Kingston, Canada, (which took its name

from the Governor,) which proposition

he had good reason to expect would

meet the wishes of the Governor. Nor

were his expectations wrong. Fronte-

nac warmly endorsed his whole plan,

for he saw, if La Salle's project was

successful, that a chain of forts upon

the lakes and rivers which so won-

derfully unite the Great West should

link the Gulf of Mexico to Canada, the

power of France would be unmeasured,

and he himself would receive unequaled

jlory, if, as he hoped, all could be ac-

complished under his administration. By

liis advice La Salle at once started for

France. Tiio plans of the penniless ad-

votiturer were warmly approved of by

the French authorities. Jja Sullo waa

made a Cliovalior, and was invest'id with

the .seigniory of Fort Froiitenac, provided

ho should re-build it. Ho returned to

Canada and labored for nearly two years

upon the Fort, and then, in the year 1G77,

wont again to France to report progress.

In the latter part of September, 1G78, ho

returned to Fort Frontenac vested with

new authority, and having gained now

privileges.

On the 22d of January, 1676, the

docks for building a vessel were made at

two leagues above Niagara Falls, and on

the 26th of the same month, the keel and

some other pieces being ready, La Sallo

drove the first pin of the first vessel ever

built to navigate the Great Lakes of the

North and the Northwest. We may be

pardoned if we pause here to take a sur-

vey of the changes which have been made

in less than two centuries. It is with no

little pride that we point to the vast com-

merce whose sails now dot every portion

of these Lakes, and which is rivalling the

commerce of 'ha ocean. In a recent lec-

ture, Lieut. i>ia'(ry stated, on the authority

of Col. Graham's report to the department

at Washington, that the shipping and

commerce of Lake Michigan amount to

8218,000,000. Ho also stated that the

value of the shipping and commerce pass-

ing over the St. Clair Flats averages dail;//,

for two hundred and thirty days of each

year, $1,129,228. At this estimate, ono

hundred and twelve vessels, valued with

their cargoes $10,000 each, must pass

over the Flats daily. He stated the value

'I

hi:
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of tli« liiko coiiimcrco to be S2U0,0U0,OUO

to oach lake, except Lake Kric, which ia

cstimuted at ».{()0,OOU,UOO. Whtit a va»t

chuuge has been iiitidc .siiico the launching

of the (fi'iffm, two centuries ago!

On the 7th of August, 1771), La SuUe

with his little company, of whom one was

Louis Honncpin, a monk of the Kecollet

order, started for Illinois. On the 8d of

December, they left Fort St. Joseph, which

was built at that time by La Salle, who

left a garrison of ten men, and built Fort

CrevecGOucr, on the Illinois Kiver, early

in 1680. From Fort Creveeoeuer La Salle

returned to Canada, while Hennepin con-

tinued the exploration. On the lust day

of February, 1680, he started for the

Mississippi, which he reached after a

journey of seven days, and, by the 11th of

April had paddled up the Wisconsin. On

•the Ist of May ho reached St. Anthony's

Falls, where he was taken prisoner and

Temained three months. Hennepin re-

turned to New-France in November of

the same year, and published his first

work in 1684, in France.

We find La Salle again, in August,

1681, OQ his way up the Lakes, and on

the 3d of November at the St. Joseph's,

undismayed at the losses and ill fortune

to which he had been subjected. On the

16th of April, 1682, the Chevalier and

fliis party discovered the three passages

1)y which the Mississippi discharges its

iraters into the Gulf. La Salle here took

possession of the country for his king,

kbA erected a column bearing the arms of

France and an appropriate inscription.

Wo are compelled to pass over the

''haps and mishaps" with which this

lion-hearted adventurer nust, and »iiupl|

record his death by the haudi^ of his ow^

comrades, in li)S7.

Do Soto's dream of gold is realized*^

After the lapse of nearly three ccnturioi

and a half, we now, in this year of graof

1859, hear more reliable talcs than ht

did, of the discoveries of immonso heup^,

of wealth on the eastern slope of thi

Kooky Mountains. In the Valley of th(

Mississippi, where the bones of the a<

venturous Spaniard were laid, we find a]

that he sought, save the fountain of youthi

Populous cities and stores of eountlesf

wealth are on every side of us; while hf

who so bravely sought whatrwo now sef

and enjoy, sleeps in the busom of the Fi

ther of Waters, where no monumcni

stone shall over rise to mark his last real

ing-place.

CHAPTER III.

Although La Salle came very far shol

of a realization of his ambitious dreamj

he played no insignificant part in the earl

settlement of the Northwest. He estal

liahed several permanent forts, and thi]

opened the gateway for the tide of imi

griition, so that as early as 1693 we hed

of mission stations among the Illiaoi^

which were so permanent as to identil

the places of their location, and maoy

them are now flourishing cities. Kaska

kia, Cahokia and Peoria were promino^

points at the above date, although til

precifae time of their first settlement is nj

positively known, except it be that of Pj

oria, which is situated on the site of tl

old Fort Creveccour, which La Salle bui^

n'lli«rvUI(
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M we have said, in the isarly part of lOHO.

Those, however, must bu regarded as mis-

lion stations, where a few priests, under

the supervision of Father Gravicr, who

was the first to reduee the language of the

Indians to grammatieal order, miiii.stercd

to the spiritual wants of the nativcM, until

the year 1712, when they became known

u French settlements. Whatever be the

time of the first settlement of the three

pla;eii named above, it is evident that Kus-

kaskia comes first in order; very soon

after, Cahokia; and next Peoria.

La Salle's project, to discover and settle

[iouisiana by sea, was next undertaken by

D'lberville in 1G97. Like his predeces-

sor, he met favor in the court of Franco,

and with two ships, on the 17th of Octo-

ber, 1698, he left the court of France,

and on the 2d of March, 1699, he entered

the mouth of the Mississippi having ac-

complished with little difficulty what had

|loDg been regarded as almost an impossi-

bility. After dispatching one of his

ressels to France with the news of his

success, he began slowly to ascend the

rast river ; and after gaining a limited

acquaintance with its appearance for a

short distance above its mouth, he built

a fort near the mouth of the Mobile, and

leaving a suitable garrison, returned to

France. While he was gone, the com-

mander of the fort, being absent on an

expedition about the mouth of the Mis-

sissippi, met a British vessel carrying

twelve cannon. Assuming an imposing

authority, he informed his rivals that if

they did not leave the river immediately

he would bring to bear his forces, which

were pimply sufficient to oblige them to

do 80. This had its desired eft'oct, and

the IJritons left the French in (|uict pos-

session for the tinio being only, for they

believed their claim was paramount, and

they afterwards supported it with more

courage than upou this occasion, and it

was settled only at thu conclusion of tho

French war of 1756. D'Iberville re-

turned from France in January, 1700,

and having heard of the advances of the

British, ho formally took possossioo of

the great valley of the West, and built a

fort on the bank of tho river. He theu

proceeded up the river and laid tho cor-

ner stone of Fort Rosalie, where the city

of Natchez, Miss., now stands. Leaving

u mining company to search for cupperi

which company was not very successful,

he returned to France, but visited this

country again on the following year. Ex-

cepting a settlement on the Mobile, ho

effected very little. In the year 1708 ho

died, having written his name among

the successful adventurers of his age.

The French government, losing very

much of its confidence in these modes of

procedure to establish actual settlements,

and thinking that a single man, who had

his own pecuniary interests at stake, would

do more for her advancement, gave the

actual possession of Louisiana to Cro-

zat for fifteen years. Meeting with

nothing but loss, he surrendered his privi-

lege in 1797, having kept it five years.

In the month of June, 1701, Fort Pont-

chartrain was founded by Cadillac where

tho city of Detroit now stands. ;

The management of affairs in the west

now passed into the hands of the noted

Mississippi company, or Company of the

11
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West. Tlid government nllU^i^hl(l with

CTcry posHiblo cnro tlii.i clcmont «f niin,

authorizing it to boU its Hharcs for ptihlic

Block tnkoii ut p;ir, wliioh was scllitij; nt

60 to 70 p<;r cont. diHCount, •iviii^^cxclu-

ive riglit of tho MinsiHcippi cnvuitry tnulo

for twentj'-fivf yrnrH, the iioriopoly of tho

Canndian boiivcr trado niul tho tobnopo

trade, tlio ejcoln^iivo ricjht of tnulinf; in

Asia tind the Knst Indies, the farniin-^ of

tho public revi'nnoH, the oxclijf<iv« rii,'ht

of coininj' for nino yoars, &i'., iVo., until

in April, 1720, t1iost(jfk of tho Coiiipany

had risen to 20r»l) per cent., wliilo it Iiad

in circulation notes for !BiOO,00(»,Ul)0.

Then the bubble burst. Tho dcclino of

stocks bt'fijan in April, and in spite of tho

government, tho company was bankrupt

in May. Yet this strange mania was nni

without some benefits. It introduced tho

cultivation of tobacco, indigo, rice and

silk; it opened tho load miues of 31is-

souri, in the hope of flnding silver, an J

wheat, in tho Northern portions of tho

country, began to assume a place among

the commodities of tho day, and withal

the French settlements were considerably

•extended. " Law's Mississippi Scheme"

is now almost proverbial for tho magni-

tude of its promises and the aarrowness

of the basis on which it rested.

When the Company of the West gave

up Louisiana again to the French govern-

ment, it was determined to strike terror

into tho Chickasaws, who constantly inter-

fered with the trade on the Mississippi.

On the 10th of May, 1736, D'Artaguette,

governor of Illinois, and Viuccnnes, ap-

peared in the Chickasaw country, leading

a small body of French and more than a

thonsiiiid nortiioru Indians; but thuy were#

disappointed in not meeting Hicnville, the^

king's lioutonant, whom they uxpcctod.t

Th(!y waited ton days for his uppcaranoo^

wlien, fearf.il of exhausting tho pationc#

of his red allies, D'Artaguette ordorod %id

onset. Two Cliicka.saw ntationa were lao-r

fosnfully carried, but in atiaoking tk«l

third, the French leader fell, when tl

Illinois ilcd, leaving D'Artaguette aac

Vinconnos, who would not Isava hiui, io^

tho hands of tiie riiickasaws. Fire days^-

aftorvirardtt, Uienville appeared, but it wa

too late; ihu Chickasaws were ou their!

guard, and had so fortified their po8itioQi|

that the French attacked them in vain.

I

On tho 20th of May, D'Artaguette hac

fallen; on the 27th, liicnville bad Uilct

in his assault; on the 81st, throwing hi

uannon into thu river, he aud his whlto

companions turned to tho southward. The

successful Chickasaws danced around the^

ilames in which they burned D'Artaguette,

YinccnukS and the Jesuit Senat, a priest

who stayed and died of his own free will,

because duty bade him.*

In the year 172!) Louisiana became the

theater of a succcseion of tragedies at

once both sickening aud appalling, an(

between the inimical Indians aud. the

French, many scalps wore taken, aud muchl

blood was shed, until 1740, when a treaty!

of peace was concluded. f-

Very little is told us as happening be-i'

tweon the years 17-40 and 1750 in West^*

em history. We give below some ex-f

tracts from letters written by a missionaryf

among the Illinois, which will serve tor

show tho advancement of civilization ii

*Western Annals, pp. 62, 68, :
' '
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f •

Writifijj from •» Aux Illiimis," ' nn; nr.iiti nirt with; th« most consldera-

oiglitccii iiiiloH from Fort llokulio, on tlic bl(! in a oolony of (Joriuiin^i, noiiio ton

8thofJutie, 17.'>0, Vivior »ay.s: "Wcliuve leu^una up tlio river. At l*olnt (.'onpo©,

here, whittiM, nc^rous, and liidiniin, to niiy
j

thirty-fivn len^uoa above tho (.ieiiiiaii not-

nuthing uf thu croNH-brct^da There arc
j

tluuiont, is a tort. Alon^; horo, within

tivo French viliatjo.'s, utid tlirou villuLtoHol'

the natives within u Hpnco.of .1 leagues,

ituated between tlic .Mis.si:!it4ip|ii anduitu-

thor river called thu Kurkadiud ( IvankuH-

kia.) Id the five Fiouch villagcH uro

perhaps cloven huudrud wliitus, throo

hundred bluekn, and hooio Hixty rud KlavcH

or flaviijioa. Tho threo lllinwiij towiiH do

not contain more than eight huiidrcd

louls, all told."

Vivier mentions in another part of the

same letter Pooria, wliich probably con-

tained M many inhabitants as the other

three towna toj?ether. " Most of the

French till the soil," he continues; "thoy

raise wheat, cattle, pi<?3 and horses,

and live like princes. Throo times as

much ii produced as aan bo consumed,

and jrreat quantities of {jjrain and flour

are aent to Now-Orleans." Under date

of Notrembcr 17th of the same year, lie

wrU)8: "For fifteen leagues above tho

mouth of the Mississippi one sees no

dwelling, the ground being too low to bo

inhabited. Thence to New-Orleans the

lands are only partially occupied. Xew-

Orleans contains, black, white and red,

not more, I think, than twelve hundred

persons. To this point coma all kinds

of lumber, brick, salt beef, tallow, tar,

skins and bear's grease, and abore all,

pork and flour from Illinois. These

things create some commerce; forty

vessels, and mor«, have come here this

leasoD. Above New-Orleans, plantations

2

five or six leagues, are not Io^xh than sixty

habitations. Fifty leagues farther up in

tlie Natchez I'ost, whore wo have a garrU

son who are kept prisoners by their fear

of the (Jhickaaaws and other savages Hero

at J'oint ('oupcc, tliey raise excellent to-

bacco. Another hundred leagues brings

us to the Arkansa.«, where iro have al.so *

fort and garrison for the benefit of river

traders. Tliero were some inhabitants

about here formerly, but in 1748 tht

Chickasaws attacked tho post, slew inaiiy,

took thirteen priojiicrs, and drove the

rest i'lto the fort. From the Arkansas to

the Illinois, nearly iivc hundred Icnguos,'*'

there is not a settlement. There should,

however, be a good fort on the Ouabaohe,

(Wabash,) the only path by whieh the

English can reach the Mississippi. In

the Illinois are numberless mines, but

no one to work them as they deserve.

Some individuals dig lead near the sur-

face and supply the Indians and Canada.

Two Spaniards now here, who claim to be

adepts, sny that our mines are like those of

Mexico, and that if we would dig deeper

we would find silver under the l«ad. At

any rate, the lead is excellent. There

is also in this country copper mines be-

yond doubt, as from time to titne largo

pieces are found in the streams.

*ln most of till' anciont Fyoiu'li joiirnnlji,

(lisifince is •vcrrftUd, ns in tliii iiisiuiK-o. It

is nearer five bundled inilus than luugues.

)1
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Alleged Purehaiei at Logslown and Lwiciiater—Kcrfstcd by the Irmiuoia on the ground of Fraadl

CHAPTER IV.

We have Kerctofore followed the niovc-

mente of the French, who were making

bold advanceft and sustaining severe losses,

while the English, although they were

watohing with the most jealous careful-

ness the operations of the French, were

oomparattvely inactive. Previous to 1750,

ao Engltsk settlement had been made

West of the Alleganies, although Great

Britain claimed the territory from the

Atlantic to the Pacific, on the ground that

the right secured by the discovery of the

«oaf?t was a title of ownccship to the whole

country; and she also claimed the interior

by right of actual diseovwry and by her

purchase of it from the Indian owners.

Among the discoveries made by the En-

glish, we notice, first, that of John How-

ard, who, tradition says, left Virginia in

1742, crossed the Alleganies, and de-

scended the Ohio in a canoe of buffalo

skins to the Mississippi, where he was

taken prisoner by the French. This is

th« first well authenticated account we

have of the English explorations of the

Ohio and Mississippi. Six years after,

Conrad Weiser was sent from Philadelphia

to Logstown, an Indian village on the

Ohio, to gain the friendship of the West-

ern savages by pre6ents and professions of

;good will toward them. There had doubt-

less been English traders along the Ohio

•aeoio time previous to this expedition of

WttSer ; indeed, we have reason to believe

ithat .they had penetrated so far, as early

JIB 1725, although there is no evidence

^hich .fix£s the earliest date with any

«IJlt«iDtj^ The country west of the Al-

leganies had, for a long time, to a great

extent, been under the power of the

Iroquois, a combination of six nations,

who had by virtue of wsrr gained posses-

sion of what is now Kentucky, Indiana,.

Ohio, Illinois, Wisconsm, some of Bri-

tish America, and even beyond the Mis-

sissippi. In 1684, at a treaty meeting

helu at Albany, this confederacy plnccdl

itself under the protection of th6 British

government, and sold to the English a

vast tract of country south and east of

the Illinois River, and extending acro!»

Lake Huron into Canada."* The six

nations, also, in 1726, signed a deed which

placed their lands in the possession of

the British, "to be protected and defended!

by his Majesty to and for the use of their

heirs."t France by the treaty of Utrecht

had agreed not to invade the country of

Britian's Indian allies, and she certainly

was justified in expecting the French t(»

respect their obligations, and in claiming

her own even by force of arms. The

question of the extent of the possessions

of the Iroquois arises here, which, with

the claim of prior discovery by the French,

leaves it a matter of investigation, whether

or not the claims of the English were

right, which we purpose to leave to oth-

ers more curious.

Some of the country in question is said

to have actually been purchased by the

British, which fact was also put forward

to substantiate their claim. This pur-

chase was made at Lancaster, Pennsylva-

at a council which commenced its

#'

nia.

Western Annals.

fPowell's Administration of the Colonies,

page 267.
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PurchiMe of Luid by the CominlMienen from Blaryland—The " Ohio Company" formed to cokmiic the Wctt.

iression on the 22d of June, 1744, and

lasted until the fourth of July. At this

Convention the Commissioners from Mary-

land paid for the land purchased £220, in

Pennsylvania currency; and those from

Virginia paid £200 Id gold and as much

goods, promising more as settlements ex-

tctided.'" It was to fulfil this promise, as

well as to " prospect" for settlements in

the West, that Weiser made his expedi-

tion in 1748. France made every possi-

ble effort to drive back her rival without

resorting to open war. In 1749, M. de

Gallissoniere sent a party of soldiers under

Louis Celeron, to place leaden plates, on

which were inscribed at length the claims

of France, in the mounds and at the

mouths of the riversf iu the disputed

territories, which, with various other plans

to establish their clairas,proved unavailing.

Companies were formed to colonize the

West, which met with British support

without regard to French claims. In

1748, the " Ohio Company" presented

their petition to the king for a grant of

land beyond the mountaikft*, inf answer'to

which petition the Governor of Virginia

was directed to grant to the company a

half a million acre» of land beyond the

mountains, in the Virginia Province. We
find in the list of the members of this

company, the name of George Washing-

ton, then little knewn to fame. The

*The alleged purchase at Logstown was stur-

dily resisted by the Iroquois, as also the Lan-

cftiter treaty claim, as a fraud. It was never

admitted by the tribes of the Six Nations. Sec

a tract called >< Plain Thoughts."

fSee Records of American Antiquarian So-

ciety, vol. 2, page 535—41.

Loyal Company received a grant of eight

hundred thousand acres of land, on the

12th of June, 1749; and on the 29th of

October, 1751, the Green Briar Company
received a grant of one hundred thousand

acres.

Thus the clouds were gathering for the

storm, the conflicting elements in which

were none other than the two proildest

nations of the Old World, whose stage of

action was this whole broad continent.

The French fanned the flame already

kindled in the breasts of the red men
against their eastern invaders, while the

English showed that stern determination

which only is attended with success. The

French in 1759 began to strengthen cor-

tain points on the Upper Ohio, from

which the lower posts might be easily at-

tacked, and opened a line of communica-

tion from Erie to the Allegany, on which

road, at the head of French Creek, they

built a fort. Early in 1752, the French

demanded of theTwlgtwees,n nation fHend-

ly to the English, the surrender of some

traders who were established on the Mi-

ami, in the Twigtwees' country. These

Indians could not thus easily be fright-

ened to deliver their friends into the

hands of their enemies, and consequently

an attack ensued. Assisted by thei Otta-

was and Chippcwas, after a severe Wtle,

in which fourteen of the natireft were

killed and many more wounded,the Jhtw/k

captured the post and carried the traders

to Canada as prisoners.*

This was the result of the first attempt

of the English to establish a permanent

*An early writer, speaking of this nttatk,

gays the prisoners were bvuricd aliTO.

I

i
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eettlcnlcrtt west of the luountaius. Blond' tljeir services, history has not failed to men-

b«d,,bueD fihcd; the FreuoU grew moro

^ct^luuij to blockade every avquue of

appfpach, aud the British, with a luore

fixed dcteriuiDution, prepared for the

cotuipg contest. Cro#n Fqitit, Niaga-

ra, Iliviere de Btcuf and the juuction of

i]x9 -.Mouougahelu aud AHogany ilivers

iiuui94iatcly becatue the sites upou which

wefO; located Fronch forts, which were

spoudily garrisoned, and the Governors of

th^ Aiuorican provinces were counuandod

to 4^'ivc away- the French intruders from

tUe^e posts by force of aruin. In the same

yu^r, 1754, Washington, with four hun-

drejl; itieu, was sent from Virginia to es-

tablii^h Uiilitary works on the Lunks of

tho Oiiio. Every American history has

jjpjfrgod upon the achievements t,f this

period, Hiid it is scarcely necessary for us

t,o ronoii^t tUcm. General Bnidduck soon

^rfivod with a large force, and the seven

y^?<ws' warwas fairly commenced. Speak-

\u^ ill! this icouncction. Hart, in his "His-

tory, :<,if the Valley of the Mississippi,"

'''This "^ar "wris bsMnsibly b«guiv't 6 assert

tUo riglits af each nation to the territory «•««<

of the mountains, but it was, in fact, a contest

for supremacy throughout all the North Ameri-

can (loiiuiiions. It bvgan ami Jst the mountain-

passes of the Allcgitnics; it ended on the Plains

of 'Abraham. The struggle was not of long

<*Mmtion, bnt it was effectual, and afforded a

convincing proof of the valor and prowess of

tUa English soldiers, and their superiority over

^thoir JTrcnch opponents. Nor in this trial of

arms are wo to obliterate the memory of the

services which the otd English colonists of

AmeVich. Vendered to their ancestors in their

•ndeRydt-Ji
;
to destroy French domination in

this country. How far they were repaid far

tiou; and while the memory of their achicre-

ments will forev«r be fixed in the minds of

their countrymen, it will ba accompanied by

the melancholy reflection that they afterwards

met. with nothing but contumaly and insult

from that very power on whose behalf thay

were cnlis^ted. Tiie course of time and tha

progress of events have wiped away many af

those asperities which formerly existed bctwean

the people of America and the muther coun-

try ; and neither the one nor the other can ever

obliterate from the hearts of Americans tKa

memory of those unrequited services, which

their gallant ancestors rendered in behalf af

England in the wild solitude* of the West.

**lt was neither the 'Stamp Act' nor the 'Tea

Duty' which aroused the sense of wrong at tha

iiands of England among the American people.

Tiicsc may have been the proximate cause, but

there were others more remote which served

to increase ttiat feeling of indignation at the

evils they had endured from their hard ta»k-

mastyrs. The Colonists contracted a debt of

icn millions to assist England in the war of

1754, and, if we may judge from the reman-

stranccs of our ancestors, whose memorials

were sent home to the Britiuh Parliament, they

felt the ingratitude of England in withholding

payment of this debt, and the recognition of

n^orc brilliant ^g^loits they had perf«rme4 du-

ring the memorable period." , , . i. : ;

We have said that the " seven years'

war" was fairly commenced, and indeed,

it was, although not formally declared un-

til the following year, 1756. The story

of the arrival of Braddock, his assuming

command of all the British forces, inclu-

ding those of the colonies, his unskilful

management and unhappy feat, his

burial in the road, a.'though it forms aa

important link in our history as occuring

the year previous to the Declaration of

War, is too familiar to need delineation.
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The treaty ratified at Paris—KdrIhikI ]Maneasi>rof the Colonic* on the Atlantic, Cnnnda and part of Loulwna.
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Tiic destruction of life now becuine the

employment ot the living, and conspicu-

ous among the annals of this period are

the records of the gallant deeds of Wolfe

and his brave companions, the destruction

of Fort Duquesne, Washington's march

through the Chestnut Ridge and the hazar-

dous defeu'ce of Lewis and Bullitt, the

fall of Montcalm, one of the bravest and

iMi^lest Frenchman of the ace, before

British bayonets at Quebec, the surrender

of Montreal and the massacre of Michili-

mackinac—the details of these, time and

space forbid our repeating.

On the 16th oC;,|.^ebruary, 1702, a treaty

was ratified at Paris by virtue of which

England became possessor, not only of

tbe colonies on the Atlantic, but the Cana-

das and that part of Louisiana lying east

of the 3Iississippi, excepting the town of

New-Orleans and the adjSicent territory.

In consideration of Havana and a greater

part of Cuba, which the British had con-

(|uered, they, by the same treaty, acquired

the Floridas from Spain. By a secret

treaty of the same date, the country lying

West of the Mississippi, and which was

designated by the general appellation of

Louisiana, was ceded by France to Spain.*

It will be seen that this treaty, vague

ind ambiguous in its terms, gave rise to

constant collisions between the subjects

of the European governments, and was

the source of almost endless discussions

*The terms of this secret treaty have never

^^ been made known. On the third day of the

I preceding November, France ceded to Spain all

|; her territories on the west side of the river,

|,
including the island and town of New-Orleans,

p which cession was accepted by the latter power

§ on thel3th of the same month.—Hart's Jlittory.

between the authorities of our own gov-

eriiinent and Spain; for, by the treaty of

1702, (jrcat Britain ceded East Florida,

and guaranteed West Florida to th« erowa

of Spain. i wi! ,.? "*<«

Hart says: •'
''

'''•'••

"In the phraseology vf diplomatisti, notB

ing could have been more uncertain than the

limits assigned by the treaty of 1763. The

right of navigating the Mississippi was for •

long time a disputed point between England

and Spain, and the space of twelve years was

consumed in negotiating upon that and other

subjects of boundary. It appears strange,

that in the furthest recesses of the foresi,

where settlements originated out of that spirit

of enterprise and industry which animated tbe

bosoms of the early pioneers, their interests

should have IJeen so seriously affected by the

wily intrigues of skilful diplomatists, but so it

was ; and we have seen that even the case of

L.ingladc,* the English government had to

'•'Ktlieriiij,'ton, a llritish major, who was in posseasion af

Fort Mackinac, April, 1763, gave luitliority to the Langlade

family, of Frvncli descent, to make their permanent re«idenoe

at Green Day. Lieutenant Governor Sinclair repeated this

permission in 17S2. Founded under the auKptces of the

Trench government, encourazed and sanctioned by the rigor-

ous and arl)itrary power of tlie British crown, this, on intant

settlement of the now populous State of Wisconsin, became

so firmly rooted that to this day the descendants of Sleor Au-

gustin de Langlade, who became tlie principal proprietor of

the post of Green Bay in 1750, are living there ; and the

succeeding generations have preserved uncorrupted the pel*

ished manners and pure idiom of their native tongue, brought

hither from the French court by their educated and high-

minded ancestor.

We mention in this connection the settlement of Pridrie da

Chien, which, with that of Oreen Bay, dates its rise (hnn the

miilille of the eighteenth century, and the other setUemenU

of Wisconsin which wc have incidentaily or otherwise refbrre4

to, all of wlilch increased in wealth and population, and now

some of these are the most prominent locations in the State.

.Minnesota, too, the youngest member of our Confederacy,

was the wonted field of the pale-face, who wandered over its

fertile plains in quest of the prey which had long befn that

of the red man, and her earliest settlements date as far back

as I750,a few years previous to which time her soil was first bro-

Icen by L'Huiller on the bitnlts of the Mankato, who with the

pickaxe and spade undertook to find vast beds of copper which

' he imagined were lying under her surface. Captain Jona-

,1 I
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O'ltellly takei poHeuiori of the C'ulony—Tlir Frciicti King exi)reHC8 n dexlre for the proipvrity of the liihabliiuita.

grant pcrminHinn t* the Hubjcct. of a fut'ci^;!!

government to take up his nbodc on the shores

«f Lake Superior. The right of occupation.

acquired after long years of toil anil hardship,

was by tlieni considered subordinate to that

which had been gained in war and on the Ixit-

tle field.

"HaTc we not reason to be thankful for the

enlightened spirit and policy of our own free

institutions which guaranteed to the stranger

as well as to the native the protection of our

laws and government? Yet .such was the poli-

cy pursued by tlic European government in

many periods of their political existence, that

aliens were not allowed to abide in the country

without tlte special permission of the crown.

Such, however, does not seem to have been the

case under the cession of Louisiana to Spain. It

will be remembered that this secret treaty Avas

not the result of any warlike operations be-

tween the two governments, and thus the Co iho-

lics inhabitants of Louisiana seemed to be the

objects of the special care and solicitude of the

French monarch.
••In a letter signed by the French King,

dated April 21st 1764, addressed to M. D'Ab-

badie, Director-GcReral and Commandant of

Louisiana, he informs him of the treaty of ces-

sion, and directs him to give up to the officers

of Spain the country and colony of Louisiana,

together with, tlie city of New-Orl.eans! «nd all

the military posts. He expressed a desire for

the prosperity and peace of the inhabitants of

the Colony and his confidence in the affection

and friendship of the king of Spain, lie at

the same time declared his expectation that

the ecclesiastical and religious bodies, who had

the care of the parishes and missions, would

centinue to exercise their functions ; that the

Superior Council and ordinary Judges would

continue to administer according to the laws,

thaii Carver also explured this country in 1T6C, and claimed

a Bcttlenient from a ^'ift which he pretends to hare received

from the Indians ; and among those of tlia present century

whom we arc to regard as pioneers in promoting the early

and rapid settlement, and who are prominent among the

early explores of this territory, stand the names of Cass and

Schoolcraft, Nicolet, Kreuiont and Long.

f(irm» and usages of the Colony; that the in-^

liabitants would be maintained and preserved in ;

their estates,which liad been granted to them by
,

tho Governors and Directors of the Colony, aiid;'

that finally, all the.se grants, though not con-*

firmed by the French authorities, would beconJI

firmed by his Catholic Majesty. *

•Although this letter was dated April, 1764,1

it was not until the year 1768 that Spain exer-<i,

cised any permanent jurisdiction over the ter-]|

ritory thus acquired by her. m
•'In the year 17G6, Don Ulloaarived with td,

detachment of Spanish troops, and demanded^

possession of M. Aubey.the succeessor of D'Ab-r

badie, who was deceased. This functionary,^

aided by the people, opposied the design o^
Spain. They complained that a transfer with

out their consent was unjust, and, in a mo
ment of irritation, resorted to their arms, am

obliged the Spaniards to measure their stcpi

to Havana." ' f .

Oa the 17th of August, O'Reilly arrive

fvo-u the East and took possession of th

Colony without a show of resistance. B;

his authority six, of themalcontiints, wh

had been proiuinout io the measures o:

1706, were immediately hung, and si

more were doomed to the. dungeons

Cuba. • , 1 , ,.

The French established their settlel

ments in Upper Louisiana, on the wes

branch of the Mississippi in 1766, on

of which was the foundation of the pres

ont city of St, Louis; these were sub*

jected to Spanish rule in 1770. *

For years succeeding the signing of

the secret treaty, the government of Spaiil^

in the Southwest presents a series ol|

panoramic changes, interesting but pai"*

ful to contemplate, and which fall jusi

beyond the scope of our praseut uudwta|

king.
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Major Clark's treaty With l>MMtac—I>onllac>« <lec«plioti—Indians liMtnictc^l In tlic arts of Kur*]>e«ii Warfare.
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Baliinccd, as it were, between the two

great powers of Europe in the West, tlic

Indian tribes of this country had beau

flattered and coaxed, hired and befriended

hj both parties, each in the hope of guin-

iog a predominance of power by indu-

«ing them to become its allies ; and when,

for a passing period, either had been more

saccessful, it was not slow to place in

(heir hands European implements of

warfare, and to instruct them in Euro-

pean arts of destruction. When, there-

fore, Great Britain was the only power

to be met in the defence of their sacred

hunting grounds, and when they could

clearly perceive that, should that power

consult its own best interests, the final

extermination of their race must be in-

evitable, they were prepared to strike with

effect the blow, which, shuuld it be suc-

cessful, would leave to them tho bound-

less fields which the Crreat Spirit had gi^ en

them, niy did they count the cost of

measuring arms with the British Lion.

Pontiae, an Indian Chief, whose name

Till ever stand among those of Logan,

BlackTiawTj, Tocumseh, Philip and the

like, in the archives of American history,

succeeded, after the peace of 1763, in

iianding against the common foe, the Hu-

rons, the Ottawas, the Chippewas and

the Pottawatomies of the North, and the

Shawnees, the Sakies, the Oherokees and

several other prominent nations of the

South, to extirpate from the laud, whether

l)y fair or foul means, th<^se their ene-

ffiica "who had made such startling in.

roads trpon t'le interior.

The author of "Western Annals" says:

'^'The TUice oftheir sagacious chief was heard

in the North, crying, • Why,sajsthcG real Spirit,

do 3'ou suffer tlicsc dogs in red clolhiig to en-

ter your country and tnJ<e the land I have giv-

en you? Drive them (Voui it: drive them.

Wiien yoti aVe in distiMis, I will help you.
'

That voice wits lieard, but not by the whites.

The unsuspecting tradera journeyed from vil-

lage to village, the soldiers in tlie forts Hhrunk

from the sun of early summer, and dozed away

thedays; the front icr5ettler, singing in fancied

security, sowed liis croi^, or, watching tlie sun-

set through the girdled trees, mused upon one

more peaceful harvest, And told his children

of the horrors of the ten years' war, now,

thank Hod! over. From the Allcganies to the

Mississippi the trees had leaved, and all was

calm life and joy. But througli that country,

even then, bands of sullen red men were jour-

neying from the ceutial valleys to the lakes

and the eastern hills. Bands of Chippewas

gathered about Michilimackinac. Ottawa*

filled the woods near Detroit. The Maumco
post, Presque I.sle, Niagara, Pitt, Ligednier,

and every English fort was hemmed in by

mingled tribes, who felt that the great battle

drew nigh whicli was to determine their fate,

and tho possession of their noble lands. At

last the day came. The traders everywhere

were seized, their goods taken from them, and

more than one hundred of them put to death.

Nine British forts yielded instantly, and the

savages drank, 'scooped up in the hollow of

their hands,' the blood of many a Britoa.

The border streams of Pennsylvania and Vir-

giniaranred again. 'Wehear,' says aletterfrom

Fort Pitt, 'of scalping every Hour.' In 'West-

ern Virginia,twenty thousand people were driv-

en from their homes."

As speedily as possible, a force was sent

to the West under Maj. George Rogers

Clark, and with him Pontiac signed a treaty

of peace, which, however, on his part, was

only an act of deception. Despite his

tricks and traps, the three most promi-

nent forts of the West were unconquered
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1 he IntiMM Me r«r Peace—Pontlac killed Ht the " Orvat Council"—UU Son'* AildreM to the AiUltorltlei of VlrKiola.

ill th« fall of 1763 ; old animosities among

the lodiaDS revived
;
gradually their ranks

becaoio disjointed and broken, and Pon-

tine, ^ith a few followers, was incapable

of completing the task so sourngcuusly

began. The British government, having

taken conciliatory steps towards those

whom she ackDowledgcd, had, in many

CMOS been defrauded of their rights, a

treaty of peace wos concluded at Detroit,

on the 2l8t of Aug",st, 1704, when more

than twenty tribes were present, ail of

whom sued for peace. Subi^cquently

very little of importance was effected by

hostile Indians under the groat Chief,

while treaties were being made through

the whole Northwest by which peace was

being secured.

Pontiac was killed by a l^vaskaskiao

Indian while in the act of rallying his

diBmembcred array at a "'Great Council."

At the beginning of the difficulties be-

tween the Colonies and the mother cdub-

try, Shegenata, the sou of Pontiac, who

in bis youth had saved the life of a young

Virginian who had wandered in the

woods, and had lost his way, notwith-

standing the endeavors of Hamilton, the

"Governor of Detroit, to frighten him

from his purpose by telling him that only

assassination would await him, appeared

before the Virginia deputies, where, after

Tcciving many presents and warm pro-

fessions of friendship, he addresssed them

as follows

:

"Fathers, after the insinuations of the Com.

mandent of Detroit, I accepted your invitation

with distrust, and measured my route with

trvmbling feet towards this 'Council of Firo'*

*A Ooaneil where he had come to light the calumnet of

peace.

Your reception proves his falsehood, and tha|

my fears were groundless. Truth and iun

have been a long time entmies. My fath«

and many of my chiefs have lately tasted thi

bitterness of death. >!. i i.M'i/'n i ii |
The memory of this misfortune almost dtJf

stroys my quality of man in filling my eyetl

with tears. Your sensible compassion has re*

lieved my heart •f this heavy burden, and tb

remembrance will be transmitted to the re<|

motest posterity. Fathers, I rejoice at what

have just now hcnru, and I shall faithfully re

late it to- my nation. If for the future yo

wish to speak with me, I shall return wit

pleasure, and I thank you for my present invi

tation. The particular friendsliip which yr

expressed toward me, and tlie gun which yo

have givea me for the care I took of you

young friend Field, exact my most heartfeli

gratitude. I feel that I did nothing bm
my duty. He who simply docs hia dut

merits no praise. If any one of your natioi

should visit mine, either from curiosity or oi

business, or should be involuntai-ily thrus

among us by the strong hand of the conqueror

he will ever meet the same reception wbiel

your brother received. You have assured mi

that if my nations hould visit yours, they 'wil

be welcome. My fears have ceased. I hav(

no longer any doubts. I will recommend oui

young men to visit yours and make their ac'

quaintance. Fathers, what has passed thii

day is too profoundly engraved on- my heart fo;

time ever to efface it. I predict that the sun

eays of this day of peace will warm the chil

dren of our children, and will protect the

against the the tempests of misfortune. As

guarantee of what I say, I present you m
right hand—this hand, which has never bee

given without the heart consented, which hai

never shed human blood in peace, nor spared a;

enemy in war; and I assui-e you of my friend

ship with a tongue which has never jeste

with truth, since I have been of that age i'

know that falsehood is a crime."
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With tha

ever charac

of early his

ally pre«si[

Missis^iippi,

covenoi in i

of these are

whose expo

Elienezer, S

and somcwhi

Lowther, F
while, notwi

of peace, sit

Indians wei

tomahawk, i

clng civilizat

ment and ps

ecutivo of
I

Ileal the sotc

and Pittsbui

for the woun

liubitaots fi\

These were

natives again

life was taker

was not, how

led to the m(

tureoftheKa

as injustice o:

ward those It

ill a state o:

battle, wliich

October, 177

215 killed aiK

iriuy, inciudi

Colonels, five

iiits and sev(

jf the Indians

;ilie bodies of

:

itely thrown i

o



niflTORT OP OOLR COUNTY. 17

ProfreM of the Settlements—French Machinations anions the Indlan»—lleglnning of the Hevoluitoiit
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With that spirit of progress which has

ever characterized the English pioneers

of early history, bold luoii wore continu-

ally preusiag forward to the Ohio and

dlississippi, and making practical dis-

coveries iu the West. Anieng the earlier

of these are the names of Goo. Croghan,

whose expedition terminated iu 1705,

El)enezer, Silas and John Zanes of 1709,

aadsomewhat later, of liooue, Henderson,

Lowther, Finloy, IJullitt and McAfees;

while*, notwithstanding the Jiauy treaties

of peace, single and combined tribes of

Indians were holding in terror of the

tomahawk, the whole power of advan-

cing civilization. Drops of ink on parch-

ment and paper might conciliate the ex-

ecutive of governments, but could not

lical the sotcs that were made at Quebec

and Pittsburg, or render an equivalent

for the wounded pride of the French in-

habitants frou. the ''seven years' war."

These were continually instigating the

natives against the pioneers, and many a

life was taken to satisfy their malice. It

was not, however, French instigation that

led to the memorable battle at the junc-

ture ofthe Kanawha with the Ohio,so much

as injustice on the part of the colonists to-

ward those Indians with whom they were

in a state of professed peace. In this

bttle, which took place on the 10th of

October, 1774, there were no less than

215 killed and wounded of the colonial

army, including among the killed three

Colonels, five Captains, three Lieuten-

ants and several subalterns. The loss

of the Indians could not be estimated, as

tlio bodies of their dead were immedi-

ately thrown into the Ohio. It must, at

all events, have been much greater thaa

that of the whites, as they were at length

couipellod to seek safety in flight, which

they would have been the last to do, had

not their numbers been reduced to a

hopeless extremity.

Peace was effected by Lord Dunmore,

the traitor governor of Virginia, who was

smoothing the way, that he might suo-

cecd in the plot of uniting the Indians

with Great Britain against the Colonies.

<v

CHAPTER V.
ti-ifiil

The first echo of the BevoIutioBaiy

War had no sooner been heard from the

hights of Bunker ilill, thaa British

emissaries filled the West, and by pres-

ents, fair promises, stratagems, and what

not, endeavored to persuade the Indians

to join them in their unholy cause. At

first, the answer they met was

:

"Look, the flames of war are kindled be-

tween men of the sama nation. They ar« dis-

puting among themselves for the hunting

grounds which they have taken from U8. Whj
should we embrace their quarrels? And what

t'rieud, what enemy sliall we choose? When

the red men cany tn war, do the white mem

come among us to take part with one or the

other? No, they allow our tribes to bectme

weakened, and one to be destroyed by the oth-

er. They wait until the earth, bedewed with

our blood, may lose its people, and becem*

their inheritance. Let them, in their turn, ex--

haust their strength, and destroy themselves;,

wo shall then recover, when they shall ceast

to exist, the forests, tlie mountains and lake*,

which belonged to our ancestors."
^

But not thus easily to be defeated, ift
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tbeir project, the tools of Britain per-

Bistedy and finally succeeded with the

Iroquois, or "six nations," as well as

with other tribes of the Northwest. The

battle of Fort Stanwix, the rout of Ben-

ningtoD, the sad story of the almost en-

tire extermination of the "Six Nations,"

the inhuman butchery of the ponccublo

Moravians, the murder of Cornstalk and

its terrible results, the siege of Fort Hen-

ry, in which Captain Ogle rendered his

bravery and coolness so conspicuous,

when his numerous company fell around

liim, in the long and bloody conflict;

Clark's march across this State, and bis

novel mode of reducint; Kaskaskia, the

oaptare of Cahokia, the changing for-

tuBes of Fort Vincennes, and many other

movements of this nature, connect in

their narration the wily intrigues and

savage inhumanity of Indian warfare, and

examples of the most skillful generalship

that the world has ever known, with the

self-saorificing bravery characteristic of

the heroes of the Revolution. This

bravery was not unrewarded; for on the

19th of April, 1784, a treaty of peace

iras concluded, and the red lion sent home

to his den beyond the Atlantic. By this

treaty, the line of division on the west

xan through the center of the Mississippi,

ifrom ite source to its mouth. Now, that

this was effected, immigration began to

pour into the country west of the Al-

legauies at a much more rapid rate

than ever before, although single tribes

of Indians continued to harass the fron-

tiers, and every advancement must, as it

•were, be made in the face of death.

After Clark's successful march into the

West, ut which time many formerly hun-

tile tribes became voluntarily the warm-

est friends, disavowing all connection

with the British pnwcr, this country was

formed into a county by the Huuse of

Burgesses of A'^irginia, and called Illinois,

a name derived from a powerful tribe of

Indians which inhabited her boundlcsff

prairies, October, 1778. A company,

consisting of a few families from Vir-

ginia, made a settlement near Bellefon-

taine, in Monroe county, in 1784. 'This

was the first settlement made in the coun-

try by people of the United States. St.

Clair County may boast of the next

American settlements, two of which were

made previous to the year 18U0. Speak-

ing of pioneers, it may be pertinent to

mention the Pittsburg Gazette, which was

published in July 1788, being the first

newspaper ever printed in the North-

west, and Just eleven months later, the

Kentucky Gazette vraa issued at Lexing-

ton. Let posterity remember the name

of John Baptiste Tiudeau, the west-

ern schoolmaster, who flourished at St.

Louis as early as 1800. The honey-bee

appeared on the banks of the Mississippi

as early as 1792. In 1794, all the coun-

try east of the Mississippi and south of

Canada was ceded by England to the

United States. In 1800 Spain re-ceded

Louisiana, and all the country on the west

bank of the Mississippi, to the French

Government, and the Emperor Napoleon,

in 1803, disposed of it to the United

States for 1511,250,000. At the ceding

uf the Northwestern territory by "Virgin a

to the United States in 1784, that coun-

try was placed under territorial gov-

t
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orament, and General Arthur St. Clair

waa appointed Governor of Indiana Ter-

ritory, with which lUinoid was connected

for nine years.

It is impossible for us to give in detail

a history of the depredations of the In-

dians on the.frontier settlements, from the

close of the Revolutionary War to the

beginning of t' e War of 1812, although

it embodies a tale of tragedy and ro-

mance, interesting but painful; yet the

most prominent of these wc propose to

notice.

In the year 1804, was made the treaty

between the United States and the united

tribes of the Sacs and Foxes, and as the

memorable Black Uawk War of 1832 was

a violation of this treaty, we will give

some of its conditions.

By Article 1st "the United States re-

ceive the Sacs and Fox tribes into their

friendship and protection, and the said

tribes agree to consider themselves un-

der the protection of the United States,

and no other power whatever."

By Article 2d, "the general boundary

line between the lands of the United

States and of the said Indian tribes, shall

be as followA, viz : Beginning at a point

on the Missouri River, opposite to the

mouth of the Gasconade River; thence

in a direct course, so as to strike the River

Jefferson, to the Mississippi; thence up

the Mississippi to the mouth of the Ouis-

coosin River, and up the same to a point

which shall be thirty-six miles in a direct

line from the ujouth of said river; thence

by a direct line to a point where the Fox

River (a branch of the Illinois) leaves

the small lake called the Suckaegan;

thcuco down the Fox River to the Mis-

sissippi. And the said tribeo, for and

in consideration of the friendship of the

United States, which is now extended to

them, of the goods (to the value of two

thtjusand two hundred and thirty-four

dollars and fifty cents) which are now de-

livered, and of the annuity hereinafter

stipulated to be paid, do hereby cede and

relinquish forever to the United States all

the lands included in the above described

boundaries."
^

By Article 3d, "the United Statei

agree to pay to these tribes $1,000 yearlj

in goods suitable to their wants, foar

hundred of which is to be delivered to

the Foxes and six hundred to the Sacs."

By Article 4th, "the United States

agr«e never to interrupt the said tribes in

their peaceable possessions, but to protect

them in their enjoyment of the same. In

turn, theee tribes agree not to sell their

lands to any sovereign power but the Uni-

ted States, nor to the citizens or subjects

of any sovereign power, nor to the citi-

zens of the United States."

By Article 5th, "it is provided that for

misconduct, on the part of individuals,

there shall be no retaliation on the part

of said individuals,but all difiiculties shall

be referred to the proper authorities, viz
^

the Superintendent of Indian Affairs, or'

his Deputy, and the Chiefs of the said

tribes, whose duty it shall be to inflict

the necessary punishments, for the proper

fulfilment of which, the said Superin-

tendent, or Chiefs, were personally re-

sponsible."

Article 6th prohibits the settlement of

any white man upon the ladian territo-
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ry, and provid(!s for tho speedy removal

of any who uih^ht do .so.

Article 7th iu.surcs tho ri<,'ht of the

lodiuns to reside on the lands coded to the

United States, a.s lonj; a.s t!iose land.s re-

main the property of the United States.

In Article 8th, tho Indians pronii.sc not

to allow any trader to reside ainonj; them

without a license from the Superinten-

dont of Icdiun Affains, and also from time

to time to give account, to tlie Superin-

tendent or his Deputy, of such traders as

may bo among thera.

By Arti.le 9th, "the Government pro-

mises to establish a trading-house, where

the individuals of said tribes may bo sup-

plied with goods at a reasonable rate, and

thus be secured against the impositions

of traders."

In Article 10th, "the Indians promise

that a meeting of the representative

Chiefs of the Osagcs and of the Sa3s

and Foxes shall take place to bury the

tomahawk and renew friendly inter-

course, and thus to establish peace on a

firm and lasting basis between those na-

tions which have so long been at war."

Article 11th provides for the building

of military posts at the mouth of the

Mississippi, or on the right bank of the

Mississippi, and also secures the right of

persons traveling through their country,

to do so without molestation or taxation.

Article 12th states that thi.s treaty

shall be obligatory when ratified by tho

President and Senate of the United States.

Signed at St. Louis, Nov. 3d, 1804, by

William Henry Harrison, and the Chiefs

and head men of the said Sac aud Fox

tribes.

To these there is an "Additiimal Arti-

cle," whicii reads as follows: "It is agreed

that nothing in this treaty contained slall

affect the claim of anv individual, or in-

dividaals, who may have t)))tained grants

of land from tlu! S[)anish (lovernnicnt,

and who are not included within the gen-

eral boundary line laid down in this trea-

ty; provided tiiat sucii grants have at

any time been maile known to the said

tribes, and recognized by tliem."

Such is a summary of the treaty of 1804,

which we have given thus at length, in or-

der that it may be useful for reference.

A ten)porary peace having thus been

secured, the inhabitants of Illinois were

little molested until the outbreak of the

War of 1812, when the West again be-

came the theater of exciting action. Tc-

cumseh, a man far famed in history, see-

ing the foundation of existence for his

countrymen crumbling beneath them,

,

aware of the terrible results to the com-

mon foe of united effort, as cifected under

Poutiac and other renowned chiefs before

him, laid the foundation of a scheme,

which, if it had been successful in its ex-

ecution, would have lengthened out tho

being of that strange race, whose lastj|,,

feeble remnants are fast sinking away up-*

on the borders of the Tacific. His plai^

was, to unite in one grand compact all

those tribes which had any intercourso
|

whatever witli the United States; and his
|

object was, by this compact to proven

any sale of lands belonging to these tribesl

to the United States, and to introducol;

among the savages tiic arts of civilize

nations, and thus to obtain the sccurit

derived from civilization.
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|
loplici uml ihc Hiigc. TroNC-

whoin were hoHlilo to, uml liiid olU'ii bcoii iit lyics wi-ri' iiiiiliii licil. uml his loUowprs in-

war with fiiL'li otiior, in iliis gi't'iit iiiiil iiiipor- (ireiixt'd licyornl nil rnnucr t'Xuiii|ili!M. Ilvun

tant unileriiikinn, prijiiiiiors wore to Im- over- TciiiniHoli lici'iiiiu' 11 lifUovi'v: uml Hfizini^ upon

como, (heir original customs antl iimniicrs to 1)1' tin; jfolilcn <ip| 01 luniiv. lie iniiinU'J with Iho

re-estiiblislioil, the iiso of nnlcnt .spirits to bo pilpiims. won ilicm by his luhliPsH, und •»

abandoned, and all inioiToiirso wilii liic whites their »• iiiiii. k' iii a kiiowbdne tif hiu plan of

to be sus[iendcd. TUo task was lierciilean in

ita character, and beset with •lifiieiilties on ev-

ery Bide. Here was a licld (or a display of

the highest moral and intellocliial powers, lie

had already gained the reputation of a brave

and sagacious warrior, and a cool headed, up-

right, wise and ellicient counselor, lie was

neither a war nor peace (Miief, and yet he

wielded the power and influence of both. The

time haviii}^ arrived for action, nii<l knowing

full well that, to win savage attention, soriio

bold and striking movement was necessary, he

imparted his plan to his brother, (ho rniphet,

who adroitly, and without a moment's delay,

prepared himself for the part ho was appointeil

to play in the great drama of savage life. Te-

cumsch well knew that excessive superstition

was everywhere a proiniiieBt trait in the Indian
1 country, the old nieasurcs of (Jreat JJri-

conce/t and iiiii< 11 lo ih<- ino^i distant tribeH.

" The bodily niid inenlal labors of Tecumseh

now coiiiiiieiiccd. His persuasive voice was

one day lisleiifil lo by the WyaiidtiU, on th«

plains of Sandusky; on the next, his com-

mands were issurd on the batiks of the Wabash,

He was anon seen imddliiiK his caiioo across

the Mis^i."sippi; tiicn boldly rnnfronting the

Oovernor of Imllaiin in the (.'ouncil liouio at

^'ill(r('llnes: now cHnyiiig his banner of union

among the ("reeks and Clu'i-okies of the South,

und from thence to the cold and inhospitable

regions of the North, neither intoxicated by

success nor discouin^ed by fiiiliire."*

As the clouds of war atrain began to

gather upon the political horizon of our

character, and, therefore, with the skill of

another Cromwell, brought superstition to his

aid.

*'Siuddenly,hi.sbrother began todream dreams

,and see visions ; he became afterwards an in-

spired prophet favored with a divine commis-

sion from the Great Spirit—the power of life

and death was placed in his hands—he was ap-

pointed Agent for preserving the property and

lands of the Indians, and for reslorina them

to their original happy condition. He thereup-

on commenced his sacred work. The public

mind was aroused, unbelief gradually gave

way; credulity and wild fanaticism began to

to spread its circles, widening and deepening,

until the fame of the prophet, and tiie divine

character of his mission, had reached the fro-

een shores of the lakes, and overrun the broad

tain, which in the days^ of '70 covered

her noblest contjucsts with the foulest

stains, beuan ii<fain to be; put into opera-

tion, and throe years before the opening

of hostilities, Hriti.sh oflicers were again

stirring up to deeds of deep resentment

the red men on the frontiers, imd instil-

ingr into their minds the btdief that the

sovereignty over till the country not ceded

in the treaty of Greenville, ought to be

theirs. The minds of Tecumseh and the

Prophet were ripe for lessons of this na-

ture, for through them was opening up a

seaming foundation to justify the prosc-

Brown's History of UliuoU.
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otttioD of thoir daring project. Awako

to the kiudling flnmo, Governor Harrison,

iu an address to tlicflo two brotiiera, says

:

"Brother!, I am myself of tho Long Knifo

fire; as soon as they hear iny Toice, you will

•ee them pouring forth their swarms of 'hunt-

ing shirt men,' as numerous as the musquitoes

on the shores of the Wabash. Brothers, take

oareof their sting."

Treaties were effected and purchases

made so that our claims to the western

territory oiight be founded on principles of

equity. Of those from whom laud was

bought were the Chippcwas, Ottawas,

Pottawatomies, Wyandots, Shawnees, Del-

awares, Miaiuis, Eel River Indians, Weas

and Kickapoos.

The first battle, of very great impor-

tance, which occurred as the fruit of the

schemes of Tecumsch and the Prophet,

was that of Tippecanoe,on then ppcr waters

of the Wabash. The particulars of this

disastrous engagement are given at length

in almost every American History, so

that we need not recapitulate.

Tecumseh and his friends united with

the British in the War of 1812; and

fought and died with the bravery of des-

peration, for with the memorable defeat

of his army at the battle of Tippecanoe,

his hope of success in his uiu<;iiificciit

enterprise seemed to have died within

him, and we have good reason to believe

that the sequel would have proved far

more disastrous to the white!^,had he been

present in peri^on to superintend the

events of that period.

That country lying ^o the west of In-

diana, and known by the name of Illi-

noLs, was in 1809 formed into the "Illi-

nois Territory,"and Hon. Ni'iian Edwards,

then Chief Justice of Kentucky, was ap-

pointed Governor, and Nathaniel Pope,

Esq. of Kaskaskia, Secretary of tho Ter>

ritory.

The history of the government of I|.

linois, up to 1809, runs as follows : Origin-

ally, and under French control, lllinou

was a portion of ancient New-France.

About the year 1715 or 1720, it wsa

made a part of the colony of Louisiana.

By the treaty of 1703, in connection with

Canada, this country was ceded to British

authority. By authority of this power.

Captain S erling Cbtublished tho Provi-

sional Govcrnuicnt at Fort Chartrcs, in

1705. The following year, by virtue of

tho Quebec Bill, Illinois, and the whole

Northwestern territory, was placed under

the local supervision of Canada. Thus it

remained two years, when the conquest

of the country, by General Clark, placed

it under the jurisdiction of Virginia,

which, in October, 1778, organized the

county of Illinois. Tho country was

ceded to the Continental Congress in

1784, but the ordinance providing for a

Territorial Government was not passed

until 1787, and its provisions were not

acted upon until 1788 j and in 1789

Governor 8t. (]luir organized the county

that now bears his name. This had been

a part of Indiana Territory from 1800, at

which time the government was of two

grades; the first constituting the law

making power, and consisting of the

Governor and Judges; the second grade

was the Territorial L ^gislature, consisting

of a House of Representatives elected by

the people, and a Council appointed by

I
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1812, the Torrituriiil Qi)vc>riiiuent uf Illi-

nois was uf the fimt ;rruilc.

The year Hll is diHtiiitrtiisiici] an th«

one in which was built the Xrw-Orteaii^^

the first Bteaiubtiat over built bnymirl the

Alleganies. In 1817 thi- General t'ihr

was built. This steamboat, wliicli wns the

first to navi(i;ute the upper watorA uf the

Mississippi, arrived at St. LnuiN in the

year above mentioned; and in 1810 tlie

Independence was built tu ply on the

Missouri, and ascended ai far as Frank-

lin and Chariton.

On the 28th of Ap.-il, 1809, Nathaniel

Pope, aotin.; Governor, issued his procla-

mation dividing the Territory of Illinois

into two counties— llandolph niid St.

€lair. These were the only counties in tiie

Territory for the three years preceding

1812.

On the 14th of Fobruary, 1812, Gov-

ernor Edwards ordered an election to be

held in each county, on the second Mon-

day of April, that the people might de-

eide whether they would enter upon the

eeoond grade cf government. It was in

the power of the Governor to advance the

territory to the second degree, but he

ohese to be guided by the popular will.

The people, by a very large majority, de-

cided the question in the affirmative.

In September of the same year, the

Governor organized the counties of Madi-

son, Gallatin, 'Pope and Johnson; and at

the same time authorized an election to

be held on the 8th, 9th and 10th days of

October, to elect members of the Council

and House of Representatives.'*'

*WMterii Annals.

PuTNuant to tliu Govornoi'i proclama-

tion, the first ri^rritorial Loginlature aa-

seinblod at KaMkii.xkiu on the 25th of No-

voiiibcr, 1812. Henjauiin Talbot of Gal-

latin county, William Higas of St. Clair

county, Samuel Judah of Madison county,

and Pierre Menard of Randolph county,

took their seals as members of the Coun-

cil. The fMlldwin^ uontlemen took their

Heats OH Mienibers of the House: George

Fishtfr, Randulpli county; Philip Trom-

mel and Aloxiindor Wilson, Gallatin

c mnty ; John Grainmor, Johnson county;

Joshua Oglc.sby and Jacob Short, St. Clair

county, and William Jones of Madison

county.

On tho night of the 16th of Decem-

ber, 1811, commenced a series of earth-

(|it)ikes, which continued until the fol-

lowing February. In these, the town of

New-Madrid was almost entirely de«

stroyed; the banks of the Mississippi, in

Miany places, gave way in large masses

and fell into the river, while the waters

changed to a reddish hue, became thick

with mud thrown up from the bottom,

and the surface, lashed violently by the

agitation of the earth beneath, was cov-

ered with foam, which gathered into

masses and floated along on the trembling

surface. Its vibrations were folt all over

the valley of the Ohio, as far up as Pitts*

burg.*

In the year 1712 occurred the massa-

cre of Chicago. A small trading post had

been established at this point by the

French, but no village had been formed.

By the treaty of Greenville, in 1796, the

Indians had relinquished a piece of land

*Dt. Hildreth.
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The Mftiwacrd al Chicago—Dlsiifttchi'S from Gen. Hull—Attack hy the Iiidiaiif.

»ix miles sqiitirc, at tho iiiotuli of ('liioa-

go rivar. In 18(Jl, n sninll fort wa« erec-

ted here by tli« United iStiites (jovern-

ment,and called Fort Doaiixirn. In 1H12,

the furt was occupied by a small garrison,

few of the men bein<r effective. John

H. Kinzie and his family wore residing

at the fort, ns well as a few Canadians

and their wives and eliildren.

On the 17th of April, a band of Wi j-

nebagoes attacked .Mr. l^-e's .settJemei.t

at llardscrabble, about four miles from

Chicago, and killed a Mr. White and a

Frenchman in his employ. There were

8i"ns of hostile Indians for some days

after tiiis, but the wiioh' p-.issrd oil' in

quietnesis until all alarm had disappeared.

On the 17th of August, Winneuieg, a

trusty l*ottawatoniie cliief, arriv'cd at the

fort, with dispatches from (rcneral ilull,

the Couimander-in-ehief in the North-

west. From these dispat'-hes Captain

Ileald, con)n>ander of the fort, learned

that war had been declared between En-

gland and the United States; tiiat Gen-

eral Hull, at the head of the army in the

Northwest, was on his way from Fort

Wayne to Detroit; and tliat the British

troops had taken Mackinac. General

Hull's orders to Captain Ileald were, "to

evacuate the post, it practicable, and in

that event, to distribute the property be-

longing to the United States, and in the

fort, and in the factory or agency, to the

Indians in the neiglib.irhood."

After having delivered his dispatches,

Wintiemeg privately informed Mr, Kin-

zie that he knew their contents, and

strongly advised tiiat the post siumld not

be vacated. If it was to be done, how-

ever, he advised that it be done imme-

diately, as the Indians were ignorant of

hin mission, and a forced march might be

made througli their country. Captain

Ileald, however, disregarded this advice,

and resolveil to cnrry out the orders he

had received. By tiiis means the Indians

were itu'ormed of their intentioin, and

prepared to massacre them.

On tli« ioth, the good.^ wert distribu-

ted, the ( xtra aiiimunition being thrown

into an ohl well, and the epirits poured

upon the ground.

On till! nioniiiig of t'le loth of Au-

gust, the party sot out, accompanied by

five hundred I'ottawatoniies, who had

pledged their hoaor to escort thorn safely.

On reaching a range of sand hills within

the present limits of Chicago, the Pot-

tawatomies defiled to the right, so as to

bring the sand hills between them and

the Americans. They had marched a mile

and a half from the fort, when Captain

Wells, who, with his ^liamis, was in ad-

vance, rode back and exclaimed, "They

arc about to attack us; form instantly

and cl«.arge upon them." lie had scarce-

ly tinished speaking when a volley of

balls was showered upon them. The

troops charged up the bank, and the bat-

tle became general. The Miamis fled at

the first outset, though Captain Wells

used every endeavor to make them stand

their ground. Overpowered by numbers,

the whites surrendered after the loss of

two-thirds of their force, stipulating for

the preservation of their liv s and those

of the remaining women and children,

and for their delivery at some of the Bri-

tish posts, .iuless ranteomcd by traders in

tho Ind
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Btvenue of HUnoli In 1811-14—Adniiarion Into the Union—Jullen Dubuque—Treaty of 1804.
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these stipulations, the wounded wero hor-

ribly luutilutcd and inhumanly killed, and

the children, twelve of whom were placed

togtther in a baggage wagon, were butch-

ered by the merciless savages. The next

morning the fort was burned by the In-

dians. The prisoners were afterwards

liberated.

In the Territorial Legislature of 1814,

the Committee on Revenue reported that

from January 1st, 1811, to November 8th,

1814, the revenue from taxes received

was 84,875.45 ; of which there had been

paid into the Treasury $2,516.89, and

remained in the hands of delinquent

Sheriffs, $2,378.47. As a matter for

comparison, we may state here that the

total amount collected for the various

revenue purposes, in the State of Illinois,

for the year 1858, was $4,867,792.90 !

On the 18th of April, 1818, the people

of Illinois were authorized by Congress

to form a State Constitution, aud 42 deg.

and 30 min. north latitude was fixed upon

as the Northern boundary. For this pur-

pose a convention assembled in July

following, at Kaskaskia, where fifteen

counties were represented, viz : Johnson,

Edwards, St. Clair, Randolph, Madison,

Gallatin, White, Monroe, Pope, Jackson,

Crawford, Bond, Union, Washington and

Franklin.

CHAPTER VI.

At a council with the Indians in 1786,

Julien Dubuque procured a grant of 140,-

000 acres of land, including the present

city of Dubuque, near which lit the re-

mains of this hardy pioneer.

In the possession of this grant, which,

however, was to revert to the Indians at

his death, he married an Indian woman,

•adapted himself to their style of life, and

amassed immense wealth by mining and

trading with them. Dubuque's first visit

to the Upper Mississippi country was

made as early as 1786. He died in

1810, and was buried about a mile below

the present city of Dubuque, where his

grave may still be seen.

In 1804, General Harrison purchased

from the Sac aud Fox Indian tribes, trea-

ting with Quash-que-ma, or Pumpkin

Chief, a tract of land fifteen miles square,

on the eaut side of the Mississippi, where

the eity of Galena is now situated. For

this the Indians did not receive all their

pay until 1829, and in this negligence

may lie one of the causes which led to the

War of 1812. As this action of Quash-

que-ma was done without consulting

Black Hawk, the great chief felt himself

insulted ; for he, as he had been aid-de-

camp to the brave Tecumseh, was cer-

tainly a man of dignity, and was not

thus to be passed over as a cypher in the

prominent transactions of his nation.

Dissensions therefore arose, and a tem-

porary division was made. Keokuk, a

coteinporary of Black Hawk, became chief

of the southern portion of the nation,

Black Hawk retaining supervision of the

northern. They made yearly visits to the

diggings, and thus having a good oppor-

tunity, they could watch the movements

of the whites with all the carofulncsa that

jealousy might dictate. <
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TriidinR Pout no Fever River—DlieoT«ry of Oalcnn I<«ad Mines—Kwrly Ploneen in the Mlnini; K«|ff««.
I

About the month of April, 1819, Jesse

W. Shull established a trading post on

ao island a few utiles above the mouth of

the Mecapiasipo, the Indian name for

Fever liiver. He was soon after informed

that the Indians had discovered a lead

near where Galena now stands, and as

this promised to be something of impor-

tance—which proved true, as it turned

oat to be the noted "buck lead"—at the

request of the Indians he moved down to

the point. Here he was joined in the

following summer, by Mr. A. P. Van Me-

tre, and a little later by Dr. Samuel Mure,

who has the honor of giving Galena its

name.*

Previous, however, to cither of these, a

gentleman named Boutillier built and

occupied a shanty on the east side of Fe-

ver River during the summer of 1819,

and to him must be given the honor of

being the first white inhabitant of Galena.

In regard to the first settlements of the

city and its vicinity, we quote from the

matter-of-fact Red Clay correspondent of

the Galena Senfind, to whom we arc

indebted for much valuable information :

"In the fall

Captain D. G.

French crew,

sippi Lead M
the only way

burthens on

boutmen in

of the year 1819, our old friend

B. started fr*ni St. Louis, witli a

for Fever River, Upper Missis-

ines. His vessel was a keel boat,

of conveyance, then, for heavy

the Upper Mississippi, and

those d^ys were some of them

Doubtless from the Greek, Galanas, a name

applied to a "particular species of lead-ore."

Whether the luineral in the vicinity of Gale-

na is the same as the "particular specie" *•

which the ancichta applied this name, we art

untblt to say. '

'half horse, half alligator;' but the merry
French, after arriving off Pilot Knob, com-
menced their marcli for Fever River. Af-

ter a search of three days, they found the

mouth; and on tlie 17th of November, after

pusliing through the high grass and rice lakes,

they arrived safe at where Galena now standi,

where they were greeted by some of the na-

tives, from the tall grass, as well as by our eld

acquaintances, J. 13. SliuU and A, 1*. Van Me-
tre, wlio had taken to themselves wives of the

daughters of tlic 'and, and were traders for

their brethren. They wei'o received in the

true spirit of ihe age. As the French have

more tact with the Indian character than oth-

ers, they caused feasting rather than envy.

Dr. Mure, likewise, was just establishing a

trading house ; he had been induced, while in

the nrinj, to take a wife of the aborigines; as-

sociated with an Indian trader at Rock Island,

Davenport, they made up the principal headmen

and chiefs now in the diggins with unole Da-

vy's crew. Captain B., after disposing of er

leaving his cargo in excliange for lead, fun.

Ice, returned to St. Louis for another cargo.

"The next year he had awakened a spirit ef

enterprise. Col. J. Johnson, with no tmall

pomp, for those days, had procured per-

mission, either directly from the President or

Secretary of War—as the war department

sometimes assumes the prerogative here—(Mr.

Caliioun, I think,) Col. J. claimed almost the

exclusive privilege of mining. The Col. etart-

ed with two large barges and some seventy

rien. Our friend Meeker had procured per-

mission from headquarters to mine and smelt

about this time. Ho was accompanied by Mr.

Harris and family. B. Hunt, J. S. Miller and

fiiuiily, J. Smith, now at Dubuque. By thie

time our Capt B. has made a second trip, con-

cludes to scttle,turn into mining,merchandi8ing

and smelting. He formed an addition—Tou-

lison, a Frenchman, A. Farran, and perhaps

Harvey. They were closely allied te the In-

dians,and looked quite savage atJohnson's crew,

Lieutenant Burdwin«, having the appointment

•of Super
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The " Sucker*"—Dlacoverlcs by the Indluit—Jeaae W. Shull II*rKal»wHh Uinu to work the Mine*.
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•of Superintendent of Lead Mines, or acting

4JM Superintendent. Ou his arrival here, Col.

Johnson sent word to his cuuip, for him to re-

jpair to head-quartern. Uncle D. sent back

~word to Johnson, if he wanted to see him more

ithan he did, to call; he declined the summons,

:and soon a file of men came to command

hit presence. But as Uncle Davy was one of

those who had long been a boatman, he con-

•oluded to take his time. After dropping \\i^-

boat below the point, he deliberately, after

they had set up a shout that thoy liad left,

suddenly in the midst of their rejoicings, made

his appearance, and informed Lieut. Burd-

wine, if he had any commands fur him, he

was at his 'sarvice.'

"I havo been thus particular in the outset,

at the commencement as well as the present,

that my readers, if any, may see that at all

times there has been a little extra awell-^eork

•of this pretended soverrigntif. After a wliilf,

things settled down. Unole Davy unpacked

amd commenced.sales ; tea, $5 a pound, coffee,

$1, sugar, 75 cts. ; all other articles in pro-

portion.

"Now, I have got the early particulars of

this year. In '23 and '24, a few more came

—

€aptain Low, with a compouy of soldiers, sta-

tioned at Low's Point, from whicli it took its

name. Addition Ist. John Connelly, the In-

dian Agent, established liis oiBce licre. Some

mining had been done. Col. Johnson worked

*he old 'Buck Lead,' and sowed a great deal

of float, or gravel mineral, as I am told by his

inephew, Matthew, to get tlie miners further out

ttemine and prospect. Johnson sold out some

iprospeots—by it some leads were found. This

I name, just as I had it from him."

There are a kind of fish which, in the

spring of the year, run up the rivers and

fltreatus of our State, and often going as

far north as the very source of the streams

ia which they may happen to be. These

are ealled "suckers." So the people from

the southern tiortion of the State used to

come up to the Upper Mississippi with

provisions for the miners, reniaiiiinf;

through the anmuier, and returning in

the fail ; thcrefure,they wer* called "suek-

ers,'' which, growing in the extent of itti

application, became the general nanve qI

the natives of the State. t m. ..

Mr. Sh«ll, in the fall of 1825, was in-

formed by an Indian that he had found

traces of leal beyond the limits of tije

tract sold to the whites, aad that he would

disclose it to him,providing that he should

receive cottipensation for his services, and

the privilege of working. His proposi-

tion was accepted, but after visiting the

spot designated by the red skin, and find-

ing nothing particularly attractive, Mr,

Shull returned to Galtna, where he re-

main until the following spring without

taking any further notice of the Indian's

discovery. Then he returned and found,

after a little digging, an immense bed of

lead. One day, while intently at work

in his new-found mine, he happened to

raise his eyes from his work, when ho

discovered a troop of Winnebagoes, headed

by Wabokieshiek, the prophet, coming

toward him at full speed. They immedi-

ately commanded him to desist, asking

him how he had dared to leave the pro-

per boundaries of the whites, and tres-

pass on their grounds. They told him

that no one of their tribe had any right

to sell the property of the nation, but as

he was a friend, they would permit him

to dig with them if he chose. "With

this, they all set to work, and soon rolled

out several large blocks of the shining

ore. After some bartering, Shull suc-

ceeded in purchasing the land in 'that
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Land Tltlet—Troubleii wiUi the IndluiR—Vlrit to Wtnnediick Vlllnge—Treaty witii the Indiani.

vieinitj, and this was the comuieQccnicDt

of the "Shulisburg diggings"*

! the summer of 1826, Greorgo Fer-

guson and Robert Clayton discovered the

*<New Diggings," and in the full of the

samt yaar, "East Fork Diggings" were

found. Captain Thomas, in 1827, sur-

Toyed the village, and the government

permitted individuals to occupy and im-

prove lots, provided they would surrender

their claims on thirty days' notice from

the proper authorities. This was the only

title the citizens had for their land up to

the year 1838.

1^'

CHAPTER VII.

The same restive spirit which has

marked the character of the red man,

ever since the pale-face was planted on

American soil, was not yet quite asleep.

The number of miners had, in 1827, ir-

crcuscd to about sixteen hundred ; and,

proud of their numbers, they had com-

mitted some depredations well calculated

to kindle the smouldering fl ime, besides

trespassing beyond their own properly

prescribed limits. The whites and Indians

viewed each other with jealous eyes, and

the latter only waited for an opportunity to

show their ill-will. Finally, matters grew

worse. A keel boat was attacked while

passing down theMLssissippi. The Indians

murdered afamily at Prairie duChicn; and

when the murderers were demanded, they

refused to give them up. It suddenly

became apparent that a war could not be

^History of Stephenson County.

avoided, and the people in all parts of the

mining country began to prepare for de-

fence. Major General Gaines, in com-

mand of the regular troops, scoured the

country, in order to learn what to expect

from the Indians, and General Henry
Dodge raised several companies of volun-

teers, and assisted in this work. In one

of his expeditions, General Dodge visited

the Winneshiek village, situated where

the city of Freeport now stauds.and found

that the old chief, who had always been

firm in his friendship to the whites, had

gone with his band to attend the great

council whicli, it was reported, was bsing

hold on the Wisconsin.

At the time of General Dodge's visit,

the Winneshiek band numbered almost

two hundred. The chief himself was

near sixty years of age, and is described as

"a short fleshy man, very taciturn, very

hcnest, and, more wonderful than all for

an Indian,very temperate." Winneshiek

is still living at Blue Earth, Minnesota,

and is about ninety years eld. , ,

Finding effective measures taken against

them, the Indians began to retreat, as

was supposed, for the Chippewa country.

They were pursued up the Wisconsin to

near Fort Winnebago, where they were

overtaken. An attempt to meet the

whites in a contest would be useless.

They were more than a match for the In-

dians in arms and numbers. A treaty was

made, by which they were to receive $20,-

000 for the damages they had sustained,

and the whites were to be allowed to oc-

cupy a part of the mineral lands. Thus

ended the Winnebago difficulty. "About

a year afterwards, a large tract of mine-

ral COUE

diatts.

tending

rivers, fi

passage

Michigai

er reachi

•oonsin,

chased."'

When
they mu
some not

aissippi a

could nol

replied, «

we are no

selves; w
Those blu

echo far

while the

eeadcd to

Great Spi

But our b

is buried,

mounds

;

green turf

rows sleep

father, the

his wishes

The mil

and, as a c(

the provisi

They were

tremities,

gadon ope

As a com

by such lav

lar emergei

of any cria

*Hi«tory (



UISTORT OP OOLE COUNTY. 29

Country Purchawd—The Riurly Mincr»—Attempt to |K)wew Dubu(|uc's AHik^i*—Next Neigliboni.
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dia«8. Two sitrips of lund, the one ox- i ininisturcd such punishment us the cx-

tevding along the Wiscons^in and Fox
|
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rivers, from the cast to the west, jiiving a

passage across the country from Luke

Michigan to the Mississippi, and the otii-

cr reaching from lloek Ish'nd to the Wis-

<3onsin, were at the same time pur-

chased."*

When the Winnebagoos were told that

they must cross the Wiscousiu, and at

some n«t very far distant period the Mis-

sissippi also, because they and the white.<-

could not live in peace together, they

replied, "We have to do just as you say

;

we are now weak and cuunot help our-

selves; we once were a powerful nation.

Those blue hills you see vonder used t(>

echo far and wide with our war-cries.

while the smoke of our council-tires a.s-

ceadcd to the blue vault of heaven to tin

Great Spirit, the Father of the red man.

But our bow is now unstrung, our hatchet

is buried, our warriors sleep on yonder

mounds ; their leaf is withered, and the

green turf covers their bosoms; our ar-

rows sleep in the quiver. Tell our great

father, the President, we must submit to

his wishes."

The miners had no time to till the soil,

and, as a. consequence, were dependent on

the provisions brought up the Mississippi.

They were sometimes reduced to sore ex-

tremities, particularly when the navi-

gation opened very late in the Spring.

As a community, they were governed

by such laws as would suit their particu-

In 1829, an attempt was made by sorao

Galena miners to take poi^s€^sioD of Du-

buque's old mining grounds, but they

were frightened away by t<omc one from St.

Louis, who pretended to have claims

against Dubuque's property; hut when

they afterwards learned that at Dubuque's

death his interest there reverted to the

Indians, and uny other elaiui could not

be sustained, they returned to the works,

making such temporary arrangements

with the Indians as from time to time

might be required. Since the iirst move-

lucnts in the Upper Mississippi Lead

inines, a company had been formed con-

sisting of Faroham. Davenport and Far-

rar, the first of whom had located a tra-

ding post at Flint Hills, now Burlington.

The second, Col. Davenport, had estab-

lished a post at llock Island, and Farrar

was the manager of the interests of the

company, at Galena.

The next neighbors our Galena friends

had, south of them, at the period of which

we are speaking, were at Peoria; and be-

tween the two places was a vast wilder-

ness of uninhabited territory, to the set-

tlements of Yandaliaand the region just

about it. In 1830, this territory was

here and there dotted with habitations

which occupied the most attractive and

inhabitable situations along the banks of

the creeks and rivers. Settlers were

sparsely located along the Mississippi up
lar emergencies; for when the commission

I

to Galena, and even the rough country

of any crime occurred, they organized a

^History of St«ph»aaon County.

above, sometimes at a distance of a hun-

dred miles from each other; and, like-
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Early llaunboat N*vi(atlon—Hnt GrM Mill in (he Northweit—MaU»-II1nt Newtpapen—ProteiAaBt MlMisiiBrie*.
Oi

wise, ou the Illinois up to Chicago. The

ooQDtry lyiug between Galena and Chi-

cago, embracing nearly one-third of th«

State, and the part, too, which is now

regarded as most desirable for habitation,

was yet to be peopled.

As the West thus began to open her

resources to civilixatiou, the institutions of

civilization must of necessity follow in its

(rain. The old manner of navigation by

the slow and tedious keel-boats had to

give way to the steamboats, of which,

the first to ascend the river so far as the

Des .Moines Rapids, was the Western En-

gineer, in 1819. The Virginia was the

first steamboat to touch at Galena. Thus

early introduced, the navigation of the

Mississippi by steam became a prominent

feature of western improvement, and to

it we are not a little indebted for the rapid

8trid<d8 cf advancement in this portion of

the country. But, living in so rich a

country, it was poor policy for the miners

to depend entirely upon importation for

their subsistence. Grain was produce i

which must be ground, and consequently

grist-mills must be built; the first of

these erected in the Northwest, was at

Galena—a corn-cracker—the hopper con-

taining about a peck, and the building

containing it was a dry-goods box. Besides

the mail coming up the river from St.

Louis, a one horse mail was established

from Galena to Yandalia, (o pass over the

route every two weeks ; this was in 1826.

The Miners' Journal was published at

Galena, commencing July 4th, 1826, by

James Jones, who, in 1832, sold out to

Dr. Philleo, who changed the name to the

GaUnean. In 1829, Newhall; Philleo

& Co. commenced the publication of the

Galena Advertiser, which is still a suc-

cessful and popular newspaper in the

hands of H. H. Houghton. In the

southern portion of the State, the Yanda-

lia Intelligencer commenced its publica-

tion about the time Yandalia was made

the seat of government. Mr. Rice started

the first school in the Northwest, at Ga-

lena, in 1829. - ' '' •

Rev. A. Kent, a Presbyterian missiona-

ry, arrived at Galena early in 1829 ; and

about a week later. Rev. Mr. Dow, of the

Methodist Episcopal Church, also came,

and together they at once set about the

great work before them. Four years la-

ter, a missionary arrived at Chicago. At
their own expense, the early missionaries

traversed the wilderness, slept in the open

air, swam rivers, suffered cold and hun-

ger, traveled on foot and ou horseback, to

preach the Gospel, to establish churches

and schools, in short, to make the West

what it now is, so far as their exertions

have had any influence.

Rev. Mr. Kent commenced a school af-

ter two or three others had been start-

ed. He relates, as an incident of these

school-teaching days, that on one occa-

sion he had punished a girl for some in-

fringement of the rules, and was brought

before the usual tribunals on a charge of

assault and battery, but was triumphantly

acquitted. As an evidence that the

former animosities have died away, Mr.

K. says that he was recently called upon

to perform the marri?;,;' ceremony for the

same girl and her luver.

Chicago, up to 1829 or '30, was noth-

ing more than a military station and tra-

ding post
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!Il; CHAPTER VIII.

The first Governor of the State was

Shadrach Bond, who commenced his four

years' term in October, 1818. Ho died

about the year 1834, and the county of

Bond was named for him. Ex-Governor

Edwards and Jesse B. Thomas were the

first United States Senators from Illinois.

Elias K. Kane was appointed Secretary

of State, Daniel P. Cook was elected the

first Attorney-General, Elijah C. Berry

Auditor of Public Accounts, and John

Thi mas State Treasurer. Mr. Cook was

elected to Congress in 1818, and contin-

ued to serve in that body until 1827. To

his services we are indebted for the do-

nation by the General Government of

300,000 acres of land, for the construc-

tion of the Illintis and Michigan Canal.

As a fitting tribute to his memory, the

county in which Chicago is situated bears

his name.

The first State Legislature convened at

Kaskaskia in October, 1818. By the

journals of this Legislature, we find that

the committee appointed for the purpose

purchased a sufiicient stock of stationery

at a cost of ^13.50. One of the most

remarkable laws passed by this Legisla-

ture was that relating to negroes and mu-

iattoes, which contained all the most strin-

gent provisions of similar acts in the slave

States.*

*For a full summary of the provisions of

this Aet, see Ford, p. 32, tt teq.

The population of Illinois, in 1818, was

about 46,000, many of whom were de-

scendants of the old French settlers. la

1830, the population had increased to

157,447.

In 1827, an exciting election for State

Treasurer occurred in the Illinois Legis-

lature, in which the former incumbent

was defeated. Immediately after the ad-

journ meut of the General Assembly, and

before the members had time to leave the

house, the defeated candidate walked io

and inflicted corporeal 'punishment' upon

four of the members who had voted

against him. No steps were taken to

bring the offender to justice; but at the

same session he was appointed clerk of the

circuit court and recorder for Jo Daviesa

county, of which Ogle county then formed

a part.

In August, 1830, John Reynolds was

elected Governor. A new Legislature

was elected at the same time. Ex-Gov-

Reynolds was the candidate of the Bu-

chanan wing of the Democratic party for

Superintendent of Public Instructiou, in

the canvass of 1858.

CHAPTER IX.

In the spring of the year 1825, a Mr.

Kellogg started from Peoria for the Upper

Mississippi Lead Mines. Crossing Rook

River a few miles above the present lo-

cality of Dixon, he passed up through the*

prairie lying between Polo and Mounfr

Morris, touched the westero part of West

Grove, and continued northward to Ga-

lena. The way thus being opened, seve-
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Crossing Rock Klver—Uole»' Trail—Travel from Peorl» to Oalenu—Fintt >\ iilte Liliabltant of Ogle County—Dixon.

ral others, durinp: tlio fiumiucr and full of
j

In the season of 182(3, the travel over

the same your, sotiio with teams, more on
|

the country was abnut double that of the.

foot, all "canipinf^ out,'' passed over the
j

summer and fall preceding,

route traveled by Kcllo<;j?, and thus was
|

Trav 1 commenced again early in 1827.

made what in those early days was called
;

In the month of March of this year,

"Kcllocrg's Trail."
!
Klisha Doty, now a citizen of Polo, caiuc

The method of crossing Rock River up from Di.xon, attempted to cross the

without bridge or ferry was very simple.
I
river on the ice, but before he had pro-

The Winnebagoes and other Indians who i ceeded far the ice began io give way, and

were very numerous in this vicinity at the
!

he was obliged to give up the attempt,

time, were thickly settledalong the banks
i
lie says that while waiting on the bank,,

of the river, and were easily induced to
I
just before starting on his return, about

assist the whites. Two of their canoes,
j

two hundred teams had collected there,,

placed side by side, formed a ferry-boat,
j

all on the way to Galena. We naention

the two wheels of one side of the wagon

being placed in the one, and the two

wheels of the opposite side in the other

;

they were thus safely and easily trans-

ported. The horses were made to swim

over the river, and then all being safe on

the opposite side, they were hitched up

and proceeded on their way as before.

As "Kellogg's Trail" was somewhat cir-

cuitous, bearing too far east to be the

nearest route, a Mr. John Boles, traveling

across the country in the spring of 1826,

left the beaten track some distance south

of Rock River, crossed the river at Dixon,

just above where the bridge of the I. C.

R. R. is now placed, passed up through

the country about a mile east of Polo,

north, to White Oak Grove, a half a mile

west of Foreston, thence through Crane's

Grove, and so on to Galena. This being

much preferable to the old way, it imme-

diately became the traveled route and was

called " Boles' Trail " This trail was

used exclusively for the three years fol-

lowing, and may still be plainly seen a

few miles east of Polo on the prairie

tion this that a correct idea may be

formed of the amount of travel to and

fro through the country at this early pe-

riod. Nor was this the only line of travel

from Peoria and other southern settle-

ments to Galena. The »*Lewiston Trail,""

opened about the time of the ''Kellogg^

Trail," passed some distance west of our

county, and crossed Rock River a little

above Prophetstown, in Whiteside county.

Isaac Chambers, the first white inhabi-

tant of Ogle coupty, passing through the

country to Galena early in the summer, :

was struck with the b :auty of this par-

ticular vicinity, and determined to make

it his future home.

The place where Dixon now stands had

become a fixed place for travelers to cross

the river, and much incoDvenience was

experienced in getting across, as the In-

dians were not always at hand, and it was

unpleasant to be obliged to ford the river, i

which was often done, for at certain

times tlie water ran s© low that it could

be done with safety. Mr. J. L. Begor-

dis, of Peoria, resolved to build a ferry

i'enrjr nc
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there. Fur this purpose he sent up a

man, who built a shanty S by 10 on the

miles farther soutli to I^unushti, one of

the largest groves in tiio whulo country,

bank, and lived there until llogordid sent
\

lie prueccded to ic-'ke iirrangcniouts for

up a carpenter to make the boat, who ' building a house )ut thirty rods above

came a short time after. The carpenter, ' the old bridge, where was a uood place t.i>

Mr. Doty, father of }>lv. Elir-liii Doty of
j

oros.s the crook; and he hud in coutenipla-

Polo, and his assistant, set vigorously at
i
tion a plan to change the Hue of travel

work, and it was not long until the boat
|

from the prairie and have it pass tlirouj^Ii

was nearly half coniphstod, when the In- ' the grove, where he would build a "Imtel"

dians set tire to the boat, and informed
j

for the reception of travolors. While

them that they should not build a boat !
engaged in those }ii'eliuiinariis, lie was

there, and told them to jio to I'eoria. i
surprised by tlio apji'-'aranee of Jului An-

This peremptory advice they concluded to ' keny and lamlly, wlio had couio to take

accept with tiie best grace possible, doc
|

posses>iiun of his claim. .Mr. Aiihouey

Ogio, a [''ronchman, nuide the next at-
' was no h'ss surprised to iiml Lis claim

toiiipt in the spring of ISl'S. He was I
had be<M taken l)y Mr. (!iiambers.

an Indian internreter, had married an in- ! The surprise w.is uiU e.\aetly an a;.:reea-

dian woman, ami was hinis(!lf almost an

Indian from his long assoeiatiiui with

them, havin" ado'oted nianv of their so-

cial and domestic habit;:. Tlie red men

wore somewhat better pleased with him,

and concluded to let him remain.

John Ankeney came from tlu' sfiuthfrn

ble one to eitiier, altliough had cither

been so lortiuiati' to Imve had ciiiirc [los-

session it would have hev.u a long way t"

his nearest neigiibor. This consider.ition,

however, was a matter of no consequenc

to them, and Mr. Ankeney,! ii no agreeabh'

i!!ood, v;ei'.t .".bout a hundvcl n.us further

jiart of Illinois in the spring of jSi;!**, .imj ! down the stream, where he; prc/civJed to

made a claim at *' A'(';M/,sV/f/," or JJuHa'lo

(irove, by marking some trees on iniliahi

{ 'reel:. I'car wliere the liriilge on ti;i; •( iaic-

na lioad'' w.'.s at'terwai'ils built. lie riicn

returned for Ids fauillv and wliile iic wns

!;'om; IsaacChandjers canuidouii '.'rom (lah'-

)ui with his fa mi ly,and stopped at Whit i.'Oak

< Irove

—

asu;all patch of timber lying abi.ut

a hair a nile \,-i!St oi' the village,' of l-'orcs-

ton— wlu're he remaiiuMl only a siiort tim^'.

He was n.it e.\;!etly sati.-liod with this io-

(•ation, for he saw th.it in tliis country sni

timber land must be niore valuable tlian

11.^

ereot a "rublio House.'' aUUu'.iijh ther

was but on(! road in tin; whi !e L'ounlry,

.liMi t'nat one wr.s two mib^s ili;.-tant.

'L'hi'. luitols I

v\"ci'e luit exaotiy of lln- san.'- <.

;!;; many we ..i;i bja.~L ol' now-r.-days. Ii"

they i:;id any 'nip stairs,'' it v/;is only nc-

ces.siijii! i.iy nuMtis of ti.o .-h»M'.s that pr-

J
<" ..I 1,1 i I i.Mii I !l>: 1 uv.i..i_y

lU'V

to[i oi' tlie ho'.isi.— i.u"

into tiio log-i, and .^.)niclinu's by

a rou'.'.h hnMer imule with an ax'jand

tiio We.-i ill tlioso dav-

seription

ud fnnn tlie rudely c.in.-irueted eliim-

.vhii.-li r;in from the iire-plaoo to t!:r

1, ..,-• ,1- l,y jiiigs driv-

prairie, because of its scareiry. Il>^ pod auger. '•Trairie bedsteads," too, wen-

ihereforo left that region and came ten a pronri:eut feature of the age.

5

\ Sin-
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l^Ie poist was f'astciiod to tlie floor, which

wiis RoiiK'tiinos nothing nioro than the

b)\r«^ earth, without a carpet, about four

ft'cf I'roiii tho wall ; holes were borocl into

till! loiis of the side of tlio iiouse, and

Btieica (Irivftii into the holes and fa.^tencd

to the post, and then there were side rails

vunniii}.,' frouj the post each way, one to

one side of the house and the other to

the other si(h% shit« phued crosswise for

eovds and the bedsteads were completed.

All things beinp; ready, they wont to

Ogie's Ferry, and atakcd out each hit

road, the two Hues of stakes running par-

allel, being at no place more than half a

mile apart. Chambers' stakes of coursu

ran by his house, and Mr. Ankcney's by

ki» house. The lines intersected north

of the grove, and the main line, after con-

tinuing a considerable distance, again in-

tersected with the old "Holes' Trail."

No dillieulty was fjund in inducing trav-

Tlu'se bods wore often 80 made that by
\

elers to take one of the two proposed

plii-iiig Olio above another, one "bed post" 1 roads, but the ({uestion vrufi, which road

would sujjpoit twelve slewpeis. If the
j

should they taker* Each at once set at

family consisted of both sexes, curtains I work to mako his own house the most at-

n'i d^ter-skin or like material wore hung

bfitween the beds, or cl.se the light was

put out just before retiring; this w*s

done by covering up, or throwing water

on the tire in the lire-place, which was the

only light that could be aiforded, for those

were days of economy. Jjights were found

by striking flints and catching the sparks

on tinder.

Having erected their bouses, the next

business before Mr. Ankeney and Mr.

(chambers, was to survey the dividing

iin« between them. Tho other bounda-

ries need not b« formally lixed, for, if

they chose, the one could have Kock

Kiver on the one side and the other the

Mi5f<issippi on the opposite side. One

floar starlight niiiht, when the mootj did

tractive. Jealousy and rivalry arose be-

tween them, and were iiarbored as long ns

they lived so near together with such con-

iiioiing interests. Each used every means

in his power to injure the custom of the

other, by such acts as felling trees

across th»> other's road, in many other

equally irritating ways, which rendered

it quite ;'n unpleasant neighborhood.

Meanwirile Ogie and his wife were not

without their share of domestic difficul-

ties. As they had no neighbors near

enough to quarrel with, they managed to

stir up a quarrel between themselves

which resulted in the separation of the

family, and Joe was left to run his boat

and broil his broth al«ne.

Mrs. Ogie owned nearly one half of

not shine, and when there w«re no clouds
|

Paw Paw (xrove, which was an Indian

flouting across the sky, tlicy went out to- reservation, consequently, after their sep-

uothor to the soutli side of the gro\e, and

fruui a red-oak .stump thry started towards

tiio Xortli Star, hacking the trees which

stood in their way, the marked trees be-

iu'' the line between them.

aration, she was regarded as a ''rich icid'

010," and as rich widows are personally

attractive, it was not long before alio found

an admirer in the person of Job Alcott,

whom she married, and this couple sub-
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Flnt 8«ttlcment ti, Dixon—RMm of Ferriage—Kellogg buyi out Chamber ' «ri» Md 0«Ub».

8er|uently went to Kansas with her peo-

ple, the Pottawatuinics.

Early in 1828, a Mr. Clempson pro-

cured of the Stato Cuinniissioners the

contract for carrying the mail from I'ooria

to (lalenu, and he in turn gave the con-

tract to Mr. John Dixon, from whom the

town of Dixon took its name. iMr. Dix-

on's son commenced driving the >*tage

early in the spring, before Ogie'H furry

was in operation, lie often experienced

much difficulty in getting the Indians to

ferry him over the river, and was some-

times exposed to much danger in attempt-

ins to swim his team. C)gie liad been

running the ferry nearly two years; his

wife hud forsaken him, and withal he was

much disposed to change his course of

life, when, on t!ic 11th of April, 18.")U,

Mr. Dixon came with his family from

I'eoria and bought out his ferry, &c., and

took charge of it himself. The rates of

ferriage were such as to make it a profita-

ble business, for instance : For a yoke of

oxen and wagon, 75 cents; for a span of

horses and wagon, 75 eents; for a two-

horse pleasure wagon, 31 ; tor a horse and

gig, 50 cents. The annual income of

a ferry at these rates, when we consider

the immense amount of travel, mwst have

been very large.

At Burr Oak Grove, in the township

of Erin, Stephenson county, Oliver W.

Kellogg made a settlement in 1820. Here

he remained until the spring following,

when he removed to Buffalo Grove, where

it seems Chambers was getting worsted

ia his competition with Ankeney, so that

Kellogg and he were not long in making

u trade. Chambers removed to a iirove

about six niile^ further N ..th, whi W
came known as "Chambers' fJrovt \e|-

lugg moved into the house Cbamb hatl

occupied, and took up the old ^ 'U «f

hostilities with Ankeney.

(.)ne hour before tho arrival of 31 r.

Kullogg at Bullalo Grove, Mr. Samuel

Ueed and fnmily came. Mr. lleed pro-

ceeded to make a claim on the suutii side

of tliu grove, where he lived until iiis

death, wliieh was in August of 1S,'»2.

It was in May that Kellogg and lieed

settled here. In .June of the same year,

Messrs. JJush and Brooky, from Kent eky,

settiod on the farm which is now owned

by D. B. 3Iotlsit on the north side of the

grove.

In those early days a road or track

through llie country was (juitc as impor-

tant ns the railroad is now—indeed tlit.'y

were far more scarce; so, the road from

Peoria to Galena became well-known,

and settlers took up their abode at con-

venient places along its line. In 18.'j1,

there was a settler at LaSalle prairie,

about tiftcen miles north of Pooria. Joiin

Boyd lived about twenty miles above Ija

Salle Prairie, at what is now known as

Boyd's (jirove. A Frenchman, wliose

name was Bullbony, lived about eight

miles farther north. Henry Thomas lived

at the head of Bureau Timber,twelve miles

from Boyd's Grove. Tho next settler

was Joseph Smith, who lived at a grove

which was called "Dad Joe's Grovt;" in

honor of this early settler ; this is niiie'tccn

tiiiles south of Dixon. l'ixi;ii m.'s I he

next, then ]»uii'alo (irove. Inw Cnwn!,

who afterwards moved to Crane's (iiuve,

lived at Cherry Grove. Mr. John I'lack
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livil uii Ilu-<li (.'rtirk, iiii'l the noxt set-
|

by tlirit portion of the tribes thiit lin<l re-

tier north ut" IJiu-Iv ('rock was John Win- uiaiiu'd at itcaco with the I'tiitiMl States

tiMs, oil Apjili! Iilvcr, whi'iii Kli;'.:.b('th duriiij; thf: war of ]^\'l The; hnstilo

iiuw ,'tafnl.^. Mr. ^Villt^^s afterwards* part of the tribo {t.'xc'Opt IJlack Ifawk and

iihAid t'j IJuir.ilo (Irov(!. Xurtli of Ap- i a few di.satl'cftcd braves whom ho called

p!o Jliver, toward"* tialeiia, there were
,
aroiiiul him, nil of whom professed to lie

iiiily IW') III' thri'i^ iiiIiiiT.s' huts. One of IJritish subjects, and wi-nt toi'atiada,

tlii's.; bi longed {<> A\'il!inm l>urlcy, wlu» where they received iiresents,) conlirmrd

wii.i afl'..'rward.< shot by the Indians in the latter treaty in tliu followinj^ ye;ir.

.Still further ooiifirnnition was ,t;ivon by

another treaty made "with the (diief-i,

warriors and head men of the Sac and

Fo.v tribi's," at I'ort Annstronj;:, ( Koek

Island,) on the od of Se[iteinber, \>^-'J,

in wliijh the treaty of l'-<\)\ is refernidt*

and ratilied. On the 4th of Aut^ust.

ISlJI, a treaty was ni:ide at Washin^'ton.

by which tlie Indimis sold all their title

to l!n' nortiiern port:;!! of l^lissonri, tVnt;!

the Missi.-jsippi to tlic W(>stern boundary

of the State, and iho I 'nited States ;^'rant-

ed th(! strip of country between tlie Mi--

Kis.si{)pi and Des .Vloincs Rivers to certain

half breeds of the nation, and on all tie'

/.ti i ii'iM'i. V i

lands tiiev had claimed sanfh (tinl ecf^' ut
(. IJ.ll JLLi, \. I , ,.

-'

,
.

,

I

the line, tiiey were not to be iKirniitted t^'

We com ,' now to tin' jilaek Hawk scu!.' or hunt after January l.st. 18_'ii.

ir.atdv !l,i\vk ck'.imed tliat the eljl^'i's

IJulVulo (irnVi',

I'uriu''' this tiine, everv settlement in

th'.' fiuntiy had b^fii made in the midst

oi' liidi.iii>. The Winnc'i.'uoes had not

yet ji'li the euuntry, and the J'ottawato-

mies, v.'hn, !io\V''Ver, wi're a smaller triln-,

still liv.'d »u tluii' uld liuntini,-;j,'rounils.

'r.ii'V woi'i; very peaciild •, never even

ni;inii'c-tin:: a ili'po.-itiun to pilfer ij" per-

l-i',n any <;' tlm.-i: little irrih.itiiiL;' acts

wiiirii um d to be .-.o cn!onion vvitli some

Liiliaii' wiien thi'V wrre in a st;;te of pro-

fu.-s!.' 1 j^>)caec.

War. iJiaek lliwlc Iriii.eif was by birtli

(ne ii'. the S->r t::!'.\ bi'in;_r born v\\ l!v. •,•!;

ilivi'i' ill 1 r ^'. 'ill'' tiTiMt'O'v ofriipied

I,.,
.,,. y,,., .. .1... .:.... .. .^ ...:..

who made t!-..' treaty of ]<")[ we-'-,.' iiKel •

>lrniik while in Si. Iveiis, (whltlier they

tJKil ti;:;i- Ii ,d ori^in.-iily
j

had n-,,,i(> to p!Mc'u;\' tlir release of .-;eii,

! . :i the on j.Tty <[' the .S.(utt'u:.t (a ' of their nati.m who wero in jjritnn tcr

lo.-iiuh of tiio i't.ipii'Mva n-iti'M) and i nmrilcr,) and while intoxicated, th;\y wer.'

luv,:\>, aiid w.i.i v.re.vt^d iVowi tl-eiii by the ' iiidiiced to sell tin? lands of the tri!.).'.

:'ac-.. and e'^'.'-, who e:ime from Cai.ada.
: U'i,!cr this pretence fhat'cfio treaty v,-;-.

Ijv til.; tr<.'.i;y of 1804, {^tho provisions id'

which wo have heret.ilore jj,'iven,) thess

tribes ceded their lands to tlie United

State.-^. Thid treaty was confirmed at

i'uitaLie dcs Sioux, September loth, 1815,

void, ho re'.si.^ted the order for the remov-

al of his tribe beyond tiu> Mississippi, fn

the spring of iyol,13Ia':k Hawk and hi-

party returned to their former ;;'riucipu'-

villaee, to establish tlK:mse!,vcs ou thei^-

The Iiii
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tho guvu

tho lund
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TtM Indlaiu raturn to Uw Rock lUrtt OcunUjr—Driren Out—TrMty wltb DUcli Hawk—lu Obltitwloin vloltttil.

it luul re-

tod Stiitci

10 hoatili'

llriwk mill

lio calli''!

ssuil ti) !)'•

Crtiiiulii,

uDDtinncil

•iii^' yi!;ir.

jrivou by

tlu; cli'k'lV,

! Sue mill

nijf, ( Uuc'k

her, \^'1.1,

vclVrriid t*

f Auirust,

!\sliiiiu'tt»ii,

thotr titif

•(iiiri, tViiia

1 bouiidnry

fates i.'1'init-

11 tl'.O Mir^-

i to cortaiu

(»n ill! til
'

nnitti'd t'^

lit' c1jI";'-<

('!••.. inri'l
'

tliiT t!u-y

3 of :SO!n.'

il'i.-nll ti.r
j

tli:'y W(-i' • i

tl;L' tri!) .

tr.-.ity v,-i'.

[In.i iTiuo\

issippi- [n

,vk and li'-

i-
'-iriucipia'

s an tlici:-

iRoteiit huiitli ids, and found that.grouui

the f;ovuriiuio(it had aurvcyud utid sold

tho land it) .«i<Ului>t. llu vrua uovoin-

pitiiicd ill tlii.s (txptiditioii hy Huiiiu uf tliu

Puttiiwatoiiiics and Iviukapuas, niid some

threo huiiilrud warriors of tho IJritish

peace; and a treaty wns hero foriucd by

which the band Jijrreed to ivuiuin I'orevir

lifter on the west Hide <A' the river, unlcsM

permitted Ity tlie I'n'.sident or (Joveriiur

to crosH it. Thuis IMack Hawk and his

party ratified the treaty of lSU[, by which

band. The .jiiaw.s proeeeded to plant
i

tlii.s region of euuiitry was hnld to the,

their corn a . usual, wliieh ho amioyed
!
whites.

the whites that they jiluwed U|) the land
,

i\i)twith>tandiiii.' hi:, treatv nbli<;alions.

that had been planted, 'llie Indians retalia-
i
Ulaek Hawk nuide his appean'iice in the

tod with unnnyances wliii'h led the set- Rock Uiver eountry, in April. ls;;2, and

tiers to appeal to C»ov. Keynolds lor i»ro- prepared for war. Ho Imp.'d to make the

tt'ctiou. 'i'lie (Jovernor con.'strui'd niaek \Vinnebagoes and I'ottawatoniies lii^. al-

llawk'.s expedition into an iiivasiuii of l.es in thi.s exp^idition airaln.st the whites;

the eountry, and forlliwith wrote to (Jen. but in this ho was disappoint.il. ll<s

(iaineis of the United States Army, and
: reaeliod the month of Koek Itiver.and pro-

io (ien. Clark, .Superintendent of Indi.an ee-jdeil to aseend towards I'mphetstowii,

Ail'airs, reouesti'.it; tliem to do all they
i the hame of tliidr prupli. t, Walj-iki'j-hiok,

oould to procure the peaceful removal of or "The White Clouil." The Indians

the Indians, but at all events to protect tho
\
were .soon overtaken by an express from

iottlers who had purchased lands, (iun. ' (Jon. AtkiiLSon, then at Fort Ariustroni,

Gaines im.nediately repaired to Hock orderinj^ them to reliun to their homes

Island with a few compaiiios uf soldiers, on the west side of tho .MLssis^ipp^ but,

Findinu,' that tho Indians were determined
; they paid no attention to tIH^se order.'^.

upon war, he called upon (Jovernor lt(y-
, and tlu! party pressed on. liovernui

uold* for seven hundred mountetl volun- ileynolds, on learnini; of this new iuva

teers. The Governor made a call upon sion, made another eali for v .lunteor;

.

wmo of tho northern and central eoun- 1 which was responded to at iJeardstowi,

ties, and lifteon hundred volunteers ral- ! by about eiL;liti;eii Imiiered men. 'J'l.

lied at JJeardstown, and about the JOth
|
whole bri'^ade was put umier the rw.-.i-

of June were ready to march. On the
;
maiid of Major (leiural Samuel Wliil -

25th of the same month, the entire force ' side, of the State militia. Tlie ilistre,.,-

reachcd Hock Hiver, and tho next day, ment was commanded by Cul. J'cwitt, th*

when Gen. Gaines and his force entered .second by Col. Fry, the thir-i by (.',1

the villaj>;o, they found it deserted, the
i Thomas, the J'ourtli by Col. Tliompsoii.

Indians haviiii; cro.ssed the Mississippi

the same morninu'. JJy the threats of

;ind the spy battalion by Co!. J;i:!r..'S 1',

Henry.

Gcu. (jiuines to pursue them aoross tho I On tho 21sti of April, the army coui-

river, Black JHuwk and the chiefs and
I menced its march, accompanied by Gov.

braves of the baud were led to sue for
|

Keynolds. On their arrival ;ttthomou;:i
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Movementa of Uie Troop—Batlle of Stillmau's Run —Council of War—Remoral of the Settlers,

of Roek River, Generals Whiteside and

Atkinson agreed that the volunteers

should march up the river to Propliets-

town, and there await the arrival of the

regular troops. Instead of waiting at

that place, the men set fire to the village

and marched to Dixon, where they came

to a halt, and found two battalions of

-75 mounted volunteers from the coun-

ties of McLean, Tazewell, Peoria and Ful-

ton, under Majors Stillman and Bailey.

As these officers begged to be put forward

upon some dangerous service, they were

.sent up the river to spy out the Indians.

Major Stillman left the main body of the

army on tlie 12th of May, and on the

lith came to "Old Man's Hun," now

"Stillman's Run," a small stream which

rises in White Rock Grove, in this county,

and empties into Roek River near Byron.

He encamped here just before night,

and in a short time a party of Indians on

horseRack were discovered. Some of the

party, without orders, mounted their

horses and started in pursuit. They

were joined by others. The Indians fled,

hut were overtaken, and three of them

;-lain. Black Hawk and his main force

chanced to be near by, and they soon ral-

lied to the number of seven hundred

men, and turned the pursuing volun-

teers back upon their own camp. The

hitter broke through the camp at full

speed, throwing the entire force into con-

fusion,spreading terror and dismay among

the rest of the men, so that Major Still-

man was unable to rally them. A re-

treat was commenced, and the whites

scattered, straggling along in parties of

four and five, until they reached Dixon.

Eleven of Stillman's men were killed,

and under the circumstances wo may
well be astonished that the number was

not greater.

The greatest consternation prevailed

among the white settlements when the

accounts of this action reached them.

The reports, of course, greatly magnified

the extent of the disaster, and made
matters appear much worse than they

really were. The settlers began to build

forts and make preparations to defend

themselves. Some families in the vicini-

ty of the Indian camping ground were
ma'sacrcd before they could reach the

forts.

In the night, after the arrival of Still-

man's party at Dixon, General Whiteside
called a council of war at his tent, at

which it was agreed to march in the

morning to the scene of the disaster. It

was found that there were no provisions

in the camp, except in the messes of

some few of the men. Cattle and hogs,

however, were obtained of Mr. John Dix-

on, who was the only white inhabitant on

Rock River, so that in the morninir the

army were supplied with fresh beef, which

they ate without bread. On their arrival

at Stillman's Run, the volunteers found

that the Indians were gone.

Intelligence of this engagement was

immediately brought to Buffalo Grove,

and the three families living there left

for other places on the 15th—Mr. Samuel

Reed's family going to Dixon, and An-

kcney's and Chambers' (the latter living

at Chambers' Grove,) going to Apple

River Fort, now Elizabeth, while Mr.

Kellogg's family went south.

On til

an expn

for Dixi

ters, (no

ley, Hen

(now a
J

na,) Chji

On arriv

tion was

the timb

north py

feared ac

that they

of the w

a little gi

ly to be s

however,

rectly on,

iug the

them, anc

The rest '

good thei

through

his head.

spot wher

may still

at the hea

a little shi

placed the

grown an

first place

ten and v(

about two

another m
the efforts

dent of Bi

ting a subs

rebuild it.

On the i

tacked Ini



HISTORY OP OGLE COUNTY. 80

Shootlnj; of Durley at Buffalo Orove—Burial of the Dead at Stlllman'i Uiin—A new Army Ilaiied.
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On the ni rning of the 16th of May,

an express party of six men left Galena

for Dixon, consisting of John D. Win-

ters, (now iu California,) William Dur-

ley, Henry J. Morrison, Frederick Stahl,

(now a prouiiueut business man in Gale-

na,) Charles H. Bennett and Smith.

On arriving at Buffalo Grove, a consulta-

tion was held as to their best rout« through

the timber. Their road lay through the

north part of the grove, but some, who

feared an attack by the Indians, advised

that they siiould keep around the skirt

of the wood, which made the distance

a little greater, but was a route more like-

ly to be safe. This advice was overruled,

however, and the company proceeded di-

rectly on, when, just as they were enter-

ing the wood, the Indians fired upon

them, and Durley was instantly killed.

The rest wheeled their horses and made

good their escape. Smith received a ball

through his hat, just grazing the top of

his head. Durley was buried on the very

spot where he fell, and where his grave

may still be seen. A little pine stands

at the head of the grave ; it still lives

—

a little shrub, as though it had just been

placed there, for iu ten years it has not

grown an inch. The fence that was

first placed around it became old and rot-

ten and was fast falling to pieces, when

about two years since it was replaced by

another much prettier than the first, by

the efforts of Mr. Squire Bruce, a resi-

dent of Buffalo Grove, who, by circula-

ting a subscription, procured the means to

rebuild it.

On the 21st of May, the Indians at-

tacked ladian Creek settlement, fifteen

miles from Ottawa, and killed fifteen per-

sons, and took two young ladies, Silvia

and Rachel Hall, prisoners,who were after-

wards ransomed by Mr. (Jratiot, through

the Winiiebagoes.

General Wliiteside contented himself,

on his arrival at Stillmau's Run, with

burying the dead, placing tlicm in a

common grave, on a ridge of land near

the Run. He then returned to Dixon,

where he met General Atkinson with the

regulars. The army now numbered twen-

ty-four hundred men; but the volunteers

were anxious to be discharged. They

were finally marched to Ottawa, whore,

at their urgent request, Governor Rey-

nolds discharged them on the 27th and

28th of May.'

Orders had been previously issued for

raising two thousand volunteers, who

were to meet at Beardstown and Henne-

pin. In the meantime a regiment was

raised from the volunteers just discharged,

and Jacob Fry was elected Colonel, Jamos

D. Henry Lieutenant Colonel, and Thom-

as Fry Major. General Whiteside vol-

unteered as a private. The different

companies of this regiment were so dib-

tributed as to protect all the frontiers.

Captain Adam W. Snyder was appointed

to guard the country between Rock River

and Galena; "and while he was encamped

not far from Burr Oak Grove, on tlir

night of the 17th of June, his company

was fired upon by the Indians. The next

morning he pursued them, four iu num-

ber, and drove them into a sink hole,

where his company charged on them and

killed the whole of the Indians, with the

loss of one man mortally wounded. As

P
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Attack on Cniit. Pnyder's Party—Murder of St. Vrain—Attack on Ajiple RiTer Fort—Bmrery of the Wsmeii.

he returned to his camp, bearing the

wounded soldier, the men suffering much

from thirst, scattered in sear Ji of water,

they were sharply attat^kod by about sev-

enty Indians, wlio liad been secretly

watching tluiir motions and awaiting a

chief "Little Bear," who had previously

adopted him as a brotlier, and who treach-

erously murdered and scalped him and

all but two of his party when they had

confided tlieniselves to his friendship.

In the latter part of the month of June,

good op])ortunity." Tlie men were taken
|
]31ack IJawk, with about one hundred

by surprise and began a hasty retreat,
[ and fifty warriors, planned an attack up-

wiieii Capt. Snyder called upon General I on Apple Jliver Fort. As they were ly-

Whitcside i'or assistance in furming the
i

ing in wait for an opi>ortunity to make

men, wlut loudly declared that he Wuuld

.shoot the first man who attempted to run.

The men were formed into rank, and both

parties took position behind trees. Hero

an attack, six men— Fred Dixon, formerly

an Indian fighter in Missouri, Wm. Kill-

patrick, Walsh, Ifackclrodc

and two others—carrying an express from

(ieneral AViiitcside shot the loader of the
|

(pialena to Dixon passed them, and the

Indians, who then began to retreat. As
|

Indian sentinel indiscreetly lired at them,

they M'cre never pursued, the Indians'
j

wounding Walsli. Dixon immediately

loss was nut knuwii; the whites lost two
I

jumped kis horse over Walsh as the lat-

men killed iind one wounded."* i
ter lay upon the ground, and charged, sin-

On the 15th of June, the new regiment
I

gle handed, upon the Indians, at the same

arrived at the appointed places of rendez-
|

time calling to his companions to carry

vous, and were formed into three brigades,
j

Walsh into the fort. The Indians, sup-

under the coMimand of Gens. Alexander
j

posing, from Dixon's movements, that the

Posey, Milton K. Alexander and James

.1). llenr}'. Tho whole volunteer force

at this time amounted to three thousand

two hundred men, besides three compa-

nies of rangers. Many of the Pottawato-

mies and Winnebagocs, though profess-

edly at peace with the whites, were much

uisposfcid to join Black Hawk and his par-

ty, and it was hoped to overawe theni by

bringing so large a force into the field.

IJefofe tiie new army could be brought

into effective operation, several murders

had been committed by the Indians.

main body of the whites were close at

hand, momentarily retreated, thus giving

Dixon's companions an opportunity to re-

tire to the fort, which they did, bearing

Walsh with them. The alarm Avas thus

given to the inhabitants in the vicinity,

who rushed into the fort, which was im-

mediately attacked by the whole of ]')lack

Hawk's troop. The fight lasted four or

five hours, the whites bravely fighting to

the last. The women in the fort dis-

played a coolness and courage worthy of

the wives and daughters of the pioneers.

Among other.s, Mr. St. Vrain, the Indian
j

They run bullets, loaded the guns and

Agent for the Sacs and Foxes, was mur-
i assisted the men by every means in their

dered by a party under the lead of the

*Forcl's History of Illinois.

power. Ilackelrode, one of the express

party who escaped, was . landing with his
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The I>diauH attack Major Dement and his Party—A lIorRe':* Aversion to Indians.

back toward one of the port holes, while

Mrw. Armstrong was picking the touch-

hole of hi.s gun, and an Indian fired at

him and sliot him in the back of the neck,

killing him instantly. The whites finally

succeeding in repulsing the Indians, who

met with a heavy loss. Dixon's retreat

to the iort having been cut off after his

charge upoJi the Indians, he pressed on

to Galena, where, hov/ever, the news pre-

ceded him, being borne there by Charles

Bowers, Avho rode down the hill on the

cast side of (J^ilena lliver, screaming,

^'Indians! Indians I" with all his might;

and by the time that he had been ferried

across, over an hundred people had col-

lected on the levee to hear the news. (Jol.

Strode commanded at (.lalena, and in the

morning marched to the assistance of

tho;-o in the fort, but did not arrive till

the Indians had raised the siesio and

departed.

Having failed in this attempt, the In-

dians determined on their way back to

secure a small guard of soldiers who had

been left in charge of some military

stores at Kellogg's house, in Burr Oak

drove. The guard had been removed

before the Indians had reached the house,

but Major .lohn Dement (now a well

known resident of l)ixon) had shortly

before come into the neighborhood with

the Independent Spy Company attached

to the first brigade, and with his com-

pany had encamped in Kellogg's hoii.'^e

when the Indians reached there. De-

ment was not aware of the presence of

the Indians till near morning, when the

arrival of Captain Funk and a man named

Duval placed him on his guard. Capt.

Funk's horse had a very great aversion

to Indians, and would never remain in

their presence. Captain Funk couimand-

ed at Scales Mound, and on receiving the

news of the attack on Apple lliver Fort,

he started in the direction of Jiurr Oak
Grove with the hope of finding Dement.

As the captain and Duval passed a thicket

on the north side of the grove, the horse

began to manifest the usual signs of the

presence of Indian.s, and Fuidc was con-

vinced that there were some lurking by.

As soon as he found Dement, he told

the latter his suspicious, and a small par-

ty of men were sent to reeuniioilre, who

soon returned and reported having seen a

few Indians on horseback, who ri:treated

on seeing them. AVlien Deauiit's mei;

heard that there were Indians about, thoy

rushtd out pell-mell, and began twaddling

their horses as best they eouKl ; and some

of them came near being eaplured before

they could* get their horse^', which were

picketed at a conjsiderablc diritanco. Those

who pushed forward to the aliuck upon

the Indian? were repulsed v.-ith con.sidera-

ble loss. Wb.en the white.-; returned tu

the house i'or shelter, tlie LmliaLis cou;-

menced tiring on tlie house, and at the

horses which were la.'^teiied outride. l>e-

ment and .Puval were standing in tin

door together, wIhmi two of the Indians

came in sight, and before Duval couM

draw Di tiient's attention U) them, they

tired, one uf the bullets wiiiz/JtiL:; by Ihi-

val's ear and lodg ng in the tiiiibtU's oi

the house, while the other cut i.'onn.-nts

commission, which he carried In t'iO crown

of his hat.-'

""'History of Stephenson <'ouiity.
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81)urtly after, two men niountod their thriii, but was linally coinpwlled to retire

Mi,\

liorsi's and fxalloped to Jtuffalo Irrovo tor

rciiiforccnients. As soon as they wore

o>.t of roach, tho Indians started for

Uoek River, doubtless {j;ucssing their

objoet.

Tlio whitrs ]o8t five men in this action,

and the Indians left three dead warriors

behind them.

About thtt time of the attack on Apple

lliver J'ort, the Indians attacked three

n)eii near Fort Hamilton, in the Wiscon-

:»iH lead miiu*i, killing two of them,

while the other escaped, (rcn. Henry

l)odji,e, who chaiieed to arrive at the fort

soon after, in -comniand of twenty men,

started in pursuit, and chased the Indians

to Horse Siioe Hend, on the J*ecatoniya,

where tliey had taken shelter and were

awaitinj; an attack from the whitoB. Gen.

Dodji'O ordered iiis men to make a charge,

and as they approached the place where

the Indiana lay, they were fired upon.

Without giving them an opportunity to

reload, the whites sprang upon the sava-

ges, some of whom tried to escape by

swimming. Of the eleven Indians wIjo

formed tlie party, not one escaped. Four

of tho wliitos w re severely wounded at

the first iire, three of whom afterwards

lied from tho effects of their wounds, and

the other recovered.

About the 18th of June, a lot of horses

liad boon stolen from Apple River Fort

by the Indians, and ('apt. James W.
Stephenson, in honor of whom our sister

county is named, started in pursuit of

them. He surrounded them in a small

thicket standing in the midst of a prairie,

and made three .sucxsessive charges upon

with tlie loss of three men killed, and

himself, with several others, severely

wounded.

Tho Indians now held control of tho

country. Their war parties prowled

about every whito man's camp from (hi-

luna to C'hicago, and from tho Illinois

rivc^r to the boundary of Wisconsin.

They attacked every white man they

came across, and, Hushed with their vic-

tory, they were prepared for dcejxM" and

broader operations. Rut the position of

matters soon changed. On the 2()th,

iJIst and 2L'd of June. (Jen. vVtkiiison

took command of the forces assembled on

the Illinois liiver, and put them in

motion. i\lajor Dement, with a battalion

of spies, pushed forwar I and took position

at Kellogg's Cirove, in the heart of the

Indian country. Hearing, on the 20th

of .lune, that the trail of live hundred

Indians leading to the south had been

seen within a few miles the day before,

Major Dement ordered his whole com-

mand to be in readiness, while he with

twenty nun started to gain intelligence

of their movements, They had gone but

a short distance when they discovered

seven Indian, spies. Followed soon after

by some of the men from th« camp, he

formed about twenty-five of them in line

to protect the retreat of those in pursuit.

This had hardly been done when threo

hundred Indians came out to attack them.

Seeing himself in great danger of being

surrounded, tho major slowly retired to

his camp, closely followed by the savages.

The whole party now took possession of

stmc log hoHseS; which served them for a

fort, wh
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lllinuis

fort, wlicro they were vifjiorously iittiuikud

for Hourly an hour, when tho IiidiaiiH

retroat(!(l, loaviri^ uiiw nioii doad on t u

licld, und probably livo othors oarricd

uway. Tho whitos had livo inoii kilh'd

aud throt) wouiidod. An exprcsn had

boon porit to (Jon. IVmoy, vrho arrivtnl

with lii.s brigade about two hours aftor

the ludiaiiH had ^oiio.

,\ h(!ii the I1CW.S of this aetioti nwu^hcul

Dixon, where all tho fornea under (Jen.

Atkinwon were asHeinbUid, Alcximdfr'.s

brij^ado was ordered in the direction of

i'luni river, to intercept the Iiulians if

they attempted to eneapo by re-or(jssiii;j,-

tho river, (ien. Atkinson, alter w.-iitinc

for two days at l>ixon, inarehed up l{o(!k

River, acconinanied by (Jen. Henry's

brigade. (!ol. Fry and his repjinient v/r.vv,

8cut forward to meet sonic friendly I'ott.i-

watoniies.

]Jlaek iluwk continued to move up IIk?

river, but findinjj himself closely pursued

by the whites, he (jrossed over to the

Wisconsin lliver. On the 21st of .July,

a detachment of troops m rmitr for J'(trt

Wiuncbago to procuresupplics, discov(!red

the Indians not far from Blue Mounds,

siod immediately attacked them, routing

them and killing forty or fifty men. I'Ikj

whites had only one man killed and eight

wounded.

Gen. Atkinson, having been informed

that IJlack Hawk had fortified himself

with his whole force at tho four lakes,

determined to decide the war by a general

battle, and accordingly marched in that

direction with as much haste as prudence

would admit. On the !iOth of June, \\%

encamped at Turtle village, a town of the

WiiMMtbngoes, .nid (Micamped about a mile

above i(. He continued tho march tho

next day, and on arriving at liakt.> K\is-

kanong was joined by (Jen. Alcxainhir's

brigade. The country hereabout was

thorougiily uxaminud, and being cou-

vin(!e(l that there wctre no mivages about,

thf General niarctlit'd liis whohs force up

the fiist side of llDck lliver, to Hurnt

Village, another Winnebai^'o town, oil

Wliitcwater lliver, when; he was joiiUMl

by (Jen. I'osey's brigade and a batlalion

liom WiMconsin und(!r tho comiiiui»d cf

.\iMJor Henry Dodge.

The jiroirrcss of tlic! army, up to this

time, liad ttiuMi slow anil uniuirtain. TIk^

coimlry was almost an unexplored wil-

donie.«s, and tliere was literally no reliable

knowledge of the eMUutry among those

composing the army, tim) liic informution

to be gained IVom a lew WiniKiU'igoiJs

who hung aroimd the camp was d(;lusivc.

The fre(|uent stoppages whiciiwere neces-

sary in liie midst of so much uncertainty

only gav(! tin; savag(.s opportunities to

(ilude their pursuers.

Says (Jov. Ford :

"IliKltl. wtit'ks now wanlc'l away in I'niitless

Hearoli lor llio t'liciny, and IIm; (:i>iiiiiiaiiiliii;4

gciK-rnl scciiicil Cmllipr Croin llio iillainiiieiit

of Ills ubjccl than wIk;ii tlio Hct'oinl r(>(|uisitio

of troo|is WHS organi/.CMl. At tliat I inn; I'osey

anil AUiNaador ounnniuiilud oiioh n tliuiisaiwl

men, Henry took tlie field willi twelve Imii-

(Ireil ami nixly-lwo, and tlie I'c^jriilar foice loi-

der Col. 'I'liylor, now Major (leneial, iinioiinted

to four hundred and titty more. I5iit, t)y this

tliis time tho volunteer force wa.s rtiduced near-

ly one half. Many had entered the Hcrvice for

mere pastime. And u dcuire to piirticipatc in

the excellent fun of an ludiau cumpuign,
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looked upon as a frolic; and certainly but few

volunteered with well-defined notions of the

fatigues, dolays and hardships of an Indian

war in an unsettled and iinluiown coiin'ry.

The tedious niardics, exposure to the weather,

loss of horses, sickness, forced submission to

coinniand, and disgust at the unexpected hard-

ships and privations of a soldier's life, pro-

hiiuself fell buck to Lake Kuskanong,

where ho built a fort and gave to it the

name of the lake, and where he was to

reuiaiu until the volunteer pi'Mcrais should

return with supplies. Henry and Alex-

ander reached lAirt Wiiinebaii,o in throe

days; J)udui.! preceded tlu'iu n few hours

by niiikiiig a furced nitirch. Two days

wore uccupicd in i^ettiiij;' pruvisious, on

the last of wliieh the Wmncbaiio chiel's

duccd rapiil reduciions in the numbers of every

regiment. Tlie gre;U distiince from the ba--e

of operations; the <liriiculties of iransporta-

tion eitlior by land or water, niakiii;,' it impos-
i .1 . i„ , ,, ,

•11 , .• ,1 ,-„ „w,v,. .1,.,,. tvvnivn pi"*^**^"' reported that Jilack Hawk and
siblc at anytime to hi'\e move limn twelve

] ^_ ^

days' i.rovisi'uis bolorohniid, still further cur- !

^"^ f<Ji'(^^-' ^vcre eucampod at the Maiiitou

tailed the power of tlie conimandinjr: |,'cneral.
|
Milage, thirty-live iiiiies above (jlcn.

Hucli was ilie wasiel'ulness of the volunieers,
; Atkinson, oil lloek iiivcr. The coiu-

i,hal they were fre.iuenily one nr two. liys short
! ,„;i„(li„„. ocu-rals deteniiined to vioititt

of provisions before new supplies couM be fm-
|

^j^^j^. ^^^^'^^ ^,^^j ^^^.^^.^j^ ^j;^,^^^,^ ^^^^^^ ^j^^
nishcil. -u ii 1 r ^ 1

•'
! • 1

, . . ,, , ., ,, eiHMiiY witli the hupe ot tukiiiu- iiuu bv
"At tins tune tlicrc v.-cre not nuirc than lonr

;

' •

days' rations in the hands of the commissary. '
HiU'pnKC, or at k'a.vL cuttinir uW ins lurthcr

tlie enemy mitiht be weeks in advance: tlie
i

I'etreac to tlie nortli.

volunteers were fast melting away,( but the
|

Whtui they came to carry out this

regular infantry had not lost a man. Tocoun-
j
deteniuiiation, (Jen. Alexander's men

teraci these dinieulties,(.ieneral Atkinson fouml
I mutiuicd and refused to go on the service,

it necessarv to ilisiiorse his coiniuand. for tlie 1 i' j. 1 1

1

- -ii i.i' and soon miected Henry ; men with the

same spirit. All the olhcevs of Col.
purpose of prociiriiuv supplies."

On the lUth of July, the several brig-
; Try's regiment, except the Colonel hiin-

ades were jippointed to proceed to dillereiit self, presented to Oen. Henry a written

destinations—Colnnel Kwing's regiment ' protest against the projected expedition,

beitig sent to Jlixoii as an escort fur Capt.
j

The only reply made by the (juneral to

Dunn.''' who was supposed to bo mortally
j

this protest was to order the oilleers un-

wounded ; (Jen. Posey marehiiig to Fort I
der arrest for mutiny, and to tippoiut Col-

lltimiltoii, (miw Wyota, Wis.,) on the
j
lina' regiuietit as a guard to escort them

Peeatoniea; and II'.Miry, Akxaiulor and ! to (ieii. Atkinson's camp. This had the

])i>)dge being senL t*) Fort ^\'illlu;bag(), at -, eil'ect to bring tiie protesting oiiicers to

the I'ortage, betwccni the Fox and Wis- terms; tlicy humbly sued lor pardon, and

con>«iii rivers; wiiile Uon. Atkinson I were prorii;>e in their promises to return

! to their duty and never again to be guilty
* (,'apt. IJtmii has since l)ccu elected a iuil^e . n "i . riu \, 1 /• ,„' " ot like conduct. The General forgave

tliem, and they returned to their posts.

On the loth of July, Gen. Henry start-

in AViseonsin, and in liie campaign of IHoH

Avas the Den.ocratic candidate for Member of

Congress, against lion. 0. C. ^Vashbllrne, Re-

publican, / .,

file l!

I ed from Fort Winnebago to search for th«
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3hed withnccoinpunica by a nait-urcea to a close, and the men i:

named Pocjuette, and the "White Paw- i
bettei- spirit than usual. In the afternoon

noo," a Winiu^l !:;o chief, as guide.s. On of the first day, they wore ovevtukcMi by

voaehin;j; lluelc itivor, he was informed one of those fearful storms so comimm on

that niaclx Hawk was encamped at Cran-
|
the prairie; but in spite of the pelting

berry Lake, farther up the river. Rely- rain, the men pushed on, and dnrincj; thfc

iDg upon this informntion. Gen. llenry ' day marched upwards of fifty miles, the

deterniim-'d to make n forced march in \ ofliccr.s in many instanci's dismounting

that dlrecfioii the next morning.
|

atid giving tlieir horses to the men on foot.

... ,.,..,.,. 1 n- I'l'f' i'torm continued until two o'clock iu
'• Duclnr .Merniimn ol biinngtiolil, iiiidW.

, i
•

,,. ,,. I,
•

I p ,,• r . 1 1 the morning, the men slecpitig upon tlu-;W . W oDiihriil^e 1)1 U iscoiis:in, were (Ii>-|iii(c]ioil
'^' i .-> i

a.^ e.xi.iv,<su.-H to (lencr.il .Atkitisou. Tl.cy w(.t« '"U^ily ^I'l'th, eovtrcd with water. Th«

!ifci.iiiii!iiiic(l by a cliiof ciillod T.ittlo Tliiiinlcr, raiii prevented them building any fire tu

an iriiiiio; iuul iiavinj^ slurtcl aliout dnrk. ami cook their food, and they made their suji-

prooecMl,.,! on their perilous roiiti about cij,Mit ^,^,^. ^^^^^\ la-eakfast of some raw meat and
r,-.ilos .0 the sontlnvesl, they came ..i.ou the

^,j,„^, j,^,^^.,,^ ^.,^.,„^j ^^^ ^y^,, ^1,^^^^. j.^ j,,^.j,.

li'osh iiiaiti trail of tlic eiieiiiy, enileavoriiiji to , ,
"

, .
, i i •

i i

,. , ,, \ , ,
knapsacks becoming drenched with th«

*'si.' :•[)(• 1)/ \v;iy oi the I'oiir Jiakes acro-^s the '

•>Tis.u„.iu riv.r. At, the si;.;ht of the trail. '";""• '^^'"^ ^'^^'^^'^ l"''*-'^^ ^Ut little better

the hidlaii -iiiile was ssniek with tcn-or. anl ^iian the men.

withont poniiii-'t'ion retreat ed back to the camp. At daylight, on the l^Oth, the army waj

Merri'.naii undWooilbrliliro reiurncd alno, bur again on the march, a^'d after as hard a

uotmiiil J.ittlo TInmder had ain.ounce.l hi^ ,„.,j.j,jj ^^ ^ho one of the day previou!?.
discover^' hi tiic Indian tuni!,iic to hi.s coumi'V- ., i xi i i c i-

•' c J {ii^,y oncamped on the baiik.s ot one oi
iMOU, who vi-ere ill the vety act of making ihi.'ir ,",.,,,.. . ,

I
, 1 , ,r - ,r the lour lakes rormmg the source oi the

oscaii.', when u\:-v wevc stopped bv .Mnjor.Mur- "

r.y M,Cn.„K.ll. a:ul lakeu lo th./ieat of (Umi. ^ -'tfish Kivcr, in Wi.scoiisin, and near

tleiu'v. t > whom tiiey confessed that they had where the Indians had encamped tiiopre-

eoiiic into tiie camp only to p;ive false infornia- vious night. They had now traveled one-

fion. and favor the retreat of tlie Indians ; and iiumlred miles without tasting any cooked
nak. amerds^loi- liudr perfidy, and

^;,„a^ .,„j ^^.i.e,, they CM.ue ^to eat their

suppers, it was probably with a relish

they had ncv:,r before known. Tii.ey

slejit tii.it niglit on the earth, with (inly

the sky above them, r-Mid they slept soumi-

ly and well. The oenural expectation

was tliiit they Wduld overtake the Indiaii.-

ennibfousbagg'ge
i

t|^(j„(._.^t mta-ning, and all were in fin.

n ^ '''''^'''^'
;
Spirits. An alarm was giving during

ftesh trail inspired every one with tlie
^jjg „i„.ijt^ |,y o^,, of tlie sentinel.'^ firing

hope tliat tlie w ar would soon be brou.gl^it
|

r^^ ^^ Indkn who was stealthily approach-_
, The whole

tlliMl, to If

per'iai'S a;; tliey wore led to lielieve, avoid In-

st;!!ir (i '..ill, lliey dii-eh-.-'ed all tlioy kisew o

!lI.io!c :ia;\'';'s movetaen's. '"''

< ):i t'l'i miirniii!:;- of liu!I! IDth, everything

w>!s ill I'eadiiies.s at liaylight fe'r a lorcod

march.

< ieo. Atkiiiiion, and

Was thrdwii awav. The sicrht of the broad

viiether e.\pre.^s w;.'..s sent t(j

^Fur-r,- UHoiy of lUi::',ii.«. ins the shore in his -canoe.
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force were at once under arms, but noth-

ing niorw was discovered.

Eiiily in the morning of the 21st, the

march was continued us vigorously as be-

fore, the day's march being even harder

than any which preceded it. About noon,

the men in advance wore close upon the

roar-guard of the eneiii}', and the scouts

ahead came suddenly upon two Indians

and killed one of them as tliey were at-

tempting to escape. By making false

stands with a few warriors, a« if to bring

on a general battle, causing the whites to

lialt and make preparations to meet them,

the Indians gained time to reacli the bluifs

on the Wisconsin Iliver, by four o'clock

in the afternoon. At this time, the ad-

vanced guard were fired upon by a body

of Indian.? who had hidd.Mi themselves in

the high grass. Major Kwing immedi-

ately dismounted his battalion and formed

them in front, removing their horses to

the rear. Tiie Indians kept up their

firing from behind the fallen timber. Gen.

Henry soon arrived with the main b)dy,

when the order of battle was immediately

formed. Ewing's battalion and Jones'

and Collins' regiments charged upon the

Indians, who retreated before them and

concentrated their force in front of Major

Dodge's battalion. Col. Fry was sent to

reinforce Dodge, and a general charge

was now vigorously made along the whole

line. The Indians stood their ground

against Dodge and Fry and their men
until they came within bayonet reach,

when they fell back to the west and took

a new position in the thick tiiubor and

tall grass in the head of a hollow leading

to the river bottom. Ewi iig s battalion

and Collins' and Jooea' regiments drove

them from their new position and pursued

them for somo distance; but night com-

ing on, further pursuit was stopped, and

the troops slept upon the battle field. It

was a.sccrtained that the Indians left six-

ty-eight warriors dead upoD the field, be-

side a large number wounded, many of

whom were afterwards found dead on the

trail. The loss of the whites amounted

to one man killed and eight wounded.

Ki""ly next morning, the wliitcs reached

the Wisconsin Iliver, and found that the

Indians had crossed it and escaped to the

mountains between the Wisconsin : ud the

Mississippi. On account of the w^ant of

provisions. Gen. Henry determined to fall

back to the Dlue Mounds. They reached

their destination in two days, where they

met Gen. Atkinson with the regulars and

AIexander'^^ and Posey's brigades. After

spending two days in preparation at the

Mounds, the whole force, now under Gen.

Atkinson's direction, again started in pur-

suit of the Indians. They crossed the

Wisconsin at Wisconsin Hights, the scene

of the late battle, (now Helena,) and

struck the trail of the Indians among the

mountains on the other side. The troops

toiled sturdily in climbing the mountains

and pushing through the deep swamps.

The route was strewn with the bodies of the

Indians who had died from the effect of

wounds received at the late battle.

The misery of the Indians at this time

was very great.* Their provisions had

*Aftcr K'^''»K '^" nccount of the battle at tliu

nights, Gov. l''ordsays: '-That niglit, Henry's

camp Ma;? cli^tiirbcil by tlic voit'c of an Imliaii.

louiily f-omr.lhig froai a ilistant hill, as ii' giv-
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MiMry and Derdtuiioa of the Indians—Indians ihot by Capt. Throckmorton—A SucceHful Rule—liuUle of Dad-Axe.

Indinns crossing the river. Tn spite ofgiven out, and they were on the verge of

starvation. They were so closely pursued

by tho whites that they could hardly find

tiuio to cat such food as they were able to

procure. Tn addition to this, neglect and

want of care of the wounds they had re-

ceived brought disease, suffering and death

among them to an almost incalculable ex-

tent, thinning their ranks with a fearful

rapidity. A gentlemen who saw the In-

dians encamped at Rock Island, just after

peace had been made with them, tells us

a white flag raised by the In lians, Capt.

Throckmorton fired upon them, killing

twenty-three and wounding a groit mat/y

more. Immediately after this affair, the

boat dropped down to Prairie du Cliicn ;

and before its return the next morning.

Gen. Atkinson had arrived with his forces

and commcHced a g(Mieral battki.

Aware that the whites were in close

pursuit of them, the Indians seiit back a

small party to nicut the advancing trmips

that there was hardly a man, woman or
,
within three or four mile,* of their camp,

child among them, whose bones did not ! with instructions to retreat to a point

almost protrude through the skin, so euia- I three miles nhorc their place of rcMidcz-

<3iated had they become I

On the morning of the fourth day after

crossing the Wisconsin, the advance guard

of Gen. Atkinson's army reached the east

bank of the Mississippi, where the Indi-

ans had arrived some time before them.

This was at Uad-Axe, about forty miles

above Prairie du Chien. The steamboat

Warrior, under the command of Captain

Throckmorton, had descended to this

point the day before, and prevented the

ing orders or desiring a conference. It after-

wards appeared that tliis was the voice of an

Iiidian chief, speaking in the Winnebago lan-

guage, stating that the Indians liad their

squaws and families with them, and they were

starving for provisions, and were not abb to

fight the white people ; and that if they were

permitted to pass peaceably ovor the Missis-

sippi, they would do no more mischief. He
spoke tliis in the Winnsbago tongue, in hopes

tliat some of that people were with General

Henry, and would act as his interpretsr. No
'•Viiniebagocs were present, thoy liaving run at

tlie comiuenccment of the action ; and so liis

language was never explained until aflQr the

close of the war."

vous—with the intent to draw tin.' wliites

off the right trail. The ruse was sucee>ss-

ful, and (Jen. Atkinson j)ursut;d the re-

treating party with the wliolo army, ex-

cepting rietiry's brigade, which had been

left in the rear. When Gen. Henry came

to the place where the ruse had been

played, he at once saw how the command-

ing general bad been most egregiously

deceived by the stratagem of the savage.

By the advice of his officers^ Gen. Henry

was induced to inarch forward upon the

main trail. lie soon came up with the

Indians, and a general battle commenced.

The Indians were apparently taken by

surprise, but they fought bravely and des-

perately, though without any plan or eon-

cert of action. IJeforo Gen. Atkinson

could arrive at the scene of action, the

main work had been done. Henry had

driven the Indians into the river, and his

men were picking off the warriors who

were trying to escape by swimming. A
portion of the Indians had take, refuge

on a small willow island near the shore,
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liicUlont of the Huttlo—HniiawH iiml Chllilri-ii Klllftl—t'npturi' of lUiick lluwk ami Kndliiu of the Wur.

ivr.'l woro kccpinf,' up a Hevero lire upon
j

prisoners taken. The Americans hiul

tl)0 men on tlic sliore. They wore eliari-ed ' sovontcuMi men killed and twelve woundud.

upon by Honu! of th' troops, and the most
j

Witii this battle ended tho war. JJlack

irf them wtTo either killed, enptnred or i Hawk, who commanded in person the

driven into the water, where they met a party whoH(! movements had so deceived

j

(Jen. Atkinson, retreated to the Dalles onmore certain deutii.

Many incidents are related as liaviMi:- i the Wisconsin river. A party of 8ioux

occurred at the battle of lJa<l-Axe, which
I

and AVinnebaj^'oes, lu^adci by one-cyod

l)ecori, a Winnebniro chief, .startiul in

pursuit of them and captured tueiii high

up on the river. Amon<j; tlie prisoners

were a son of JJlack Hawk ami tlic I'ru-

phet, tho latti'r biiutr a noted chief who

formerly lived at l'iMpliet.«towi), White-

side county, and who was one of tiie prin-

iripal itisti uritors of tlie war. The parly

vrvv. il"!ivcr!'d tc. (ici:. Street, tiio Indian

'l!'i' r)(;<')>s v.riit down to Prairie dn

!]|iii I \ \vh(ire t!i«.y nut (!en. ;>cott, who

had hriiiiscnt to take the chiei' euinmaiid.

On their route up tl:e hikes, the troops

under his cominiiiid were afHieted witli

Asiatic cholera, which was then niakiii;:

.lev i!ic 'load nintlior, cnvrio'i it to tlio place for \
its iirst appearance on tho Cdiitinent. In

^urijicr.l iiiil. Tlic arm Vwis aiiii)u!;\tcil, ami the course of a i'vw wei'ks, tiri'vly tliVi''

auring tli() opcvatinu, the half starved child
1;u,k1,.^,,1 men had di.;d from li.i. discus,'

did u.il iTv, !)iu r-;it iiuii'ilv ca! iiiji; ;i idi'ci' id' ,. 1,1 it III!')' 1 • .'"
'

^
i'_ ,\ . ,

(jen. beott roaciied iioca l.Maiol in .vu

i»;ust, but not until t!i<! war i::Hi been tor

an; id' interest to the neneral reader. We
have room for but one, which w>' find in

a work Hpnii the JJhedc Hawk ^Var, by

IJeiij. Drake:

'•A vij:;ii!j; ^<|U!i\v was siaiidiiij:; in ilic ,\;rass.

!i :sli(irt distiMU'c ironi tliii Aiiicricaii liiii', iuild-

iiig li.'i' (diild, a liillo j^irl id' I'lUir yciirs (dd.

in hoi' nniH. In tlii-; iu'dtinn. a t'lll ^^trncl;

the i'i,-lit a;'!ii of lii- 'didd. J;;-; :i'n.)':c ;!\i> (d

liow, and '^liallcriM'^- tin' U iiu-. lui-s".' inio iii.

brtjii-t lit' i:s \ir;ii^- ia>llif". and ii<siaa;i;,

killed her. •jiie iidi ii[iiiii \\w •dilH and lmii

liaud it to the j;\'ouiid, Wlu'ii ili" IjuilU' \va-

nearly ovor, and ilio iiiiliaie^^ had Im'',mi 'Irivtai

to this |.iii!it, Ideiitt'iiaMt Aiid.'rsou of th-.'

I'liitt.'d Stati'S Army, liea\'in;i; the erics of t!i(!

child, wnt to tliG s|)ot, nu'i tnkin;^; it from iiti-

hard 'li-cMit. It was sent to 1' 'los

C'l andeali'.elvvt'ooN ltoiI Traia its wnMid.''
minaced bv the battle of liinl-.'ixo.

AVli.'O the tnions cliarixed upon the In-
;

0;i th*.'ir tiirival at I'l'aii'ii; ilu (jhioii,

diaus, thii si|uaws tmd children wero .so tlie vuluiitcers 'ivere oi'J'jri'd t^ putceed to]

clii.<(dy Ci)!!imli)Li'led with tlie ie,-t of tlie
|

i li.xou, v/hei'e they were ui,-ci)aru<!(!. Tiiei

Indians tliat <:;reat slauLditer took place
;
uu'ii then pn-a.-eedod to tiieir hmiirs. |

aniiiO'.i' them, the s(iuaws in ni;uiy cases
, jjlaclc Hawk and hi.s son. t!ie i'rophel,

|

beiiiL;' dr(:ss"d so nearly like tiie nudes and other l;i'ad men, aci-onipar.icd b_v|

that it vy-as inipossible to distinj;-uish them, mtiuy of tlio A\'iiineba';.'-n chiefs, were sent,|

'l!i.) [ndian loss in the battle of Bad- to Rock Tsland, wher; ii treaty nuxditi;:

I

A-^fi \vas about otus hundred atid lifty litid been appointed; but on tlieir arrival^;

^dlicd; as luaej u)"ro drowned, and fifty there, the cholera was so prevaieut amoni!;?
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Tivaly with llliick iliiwk miil hit I'ailv— llliiok lluwk Inkcli KimI^—dun. Atkiii.<ioii—'i'lmvwvll ftuti .lu UuvIcim (.'(iiiiitU'

UJ

oiina hud

wounduil.

ir. IJliick

orsDM tin;

(Idcciveil

Dallos on

! of Sioux

oiio-ojod

stavtud in

Liiom high

prisoiicrs

tho I'ru-

chiof v/ho

ni, Whitr-

if tiio j)viii-

Tlic party

tho Indian

Piaii'ii? du

8c'ott, who

i' cuiinuaiid.

, the troops
|

lietod witli ?

(Ml malciii'::

itilUMlt. Ill

r;>.rlv thiv
•

\i\•^ di.sei'.si'-

inl 111 .vil-

li iiceii tor-

l.'vXO.

ilu (Jhioii,

p;u(;Ood to
\

.v-od. Tlu:
;

lUlK'S,

u; i'roph(M|

Ipaiiiod by
I

f,
^vtre siMir,|

itv nu'ctiii

t!n! troops that (ron. Scott nnd Governor

'.tcyiiiiMs thuu'^iit it advi.(!ibh^ to drop

•lowii to J(dVt'r>o:i IJurracIcs, whoro a treaty

was I'uriiu'd liy \vltii;!i tho Sacs and Poxes

" (•i'(K;d to till' I'liit 'il States a hiry;o tra.-t

tory in his inovoments nt tho hc^innin;^'

of tho war, wlicii prompt ai-tiou would

have supprosijifd tlio uutlnoak and iMidod

tho distiu'hancos at oiicu. Ilia joidou*y ^

of till! voluntoor.s, as sliowii in liis ooii-

ni" l:!ii(l bordorin^ (Jii t'lo Missis.-ijjpi, from duct aft. t tho baltloof ^Viseoll^ill IIi;:lits,

'ho Do.sMuiiios t> 'I'Lirlioy liivLT, in llio v/a.s in tho hijrln'st d'".r;"<'0 duscrrditabio to

T-'rritory of io'.va." i'Hi' tho faithCnl
}

biiii as ;i man and !i soh.litu'. That ho was

r.Tf(iniia'.;i.'(' of tlio troaty, J!hic!: Hawk I in otlior re.-pi'cts a wortliy man and a biavo

and Ids >'v'o sons, Wnbidvio>hi(.'k, Xaopopi' | .soldiov, nonu will lo'iiy; and it itiwitli lo-

aud live ntl:fr Imstil.' riiiiaiis wcro liold
j
i;rct that wo mttution tiio above facts.

as Jio.-tai^U:!.

Ill lao spring, tho prisoners w^tu taken

K.i.st by order of tho i'rosidont, and after

ati iiitt'rviow nt WasliinL;t(oi, tho prison-

ers w.'M'o con<Uict?!d thrioi'.;h the Ivisteni

eitie,'!. with tho intention, (Oi tho part of

lie w'liles, of conviiiein^ them of tlu; ilioir

CllATTHU Xr.

Wo are now conipolled to po hacdc to

supply some facts which wore omitted in

liter inutility of tloir ciloris to drive

rho /, iiicricans out of too euuiitry. This

I'.ad the desired eli'eet. Jihick Hawk and

Vv'aboki'-sliiek professed iv desire to live

ill p'^aoo with t!ie wh.ites. Tho party

wore at leM!.»th taken to Fort Armstroii;;,

Vi'here they were formally liberated, after

proper order.

JMevious to 1S2'), Tazewell county in-

cluded tlic v.'hole northern part of tho

State, extending for a considerable dis-

tance .south of Peoria, wliicii was then

known ns Fort (!lark. On the loth day

of January, lS2o, an act was passed, set-

tiii<:r off Peoria county, which extended

.iviiig many assuraiiuci of lastiiiu- friend-
|
.-^uuth of Peoria and north to the northern

-hip tVe.* tlie whites. iJlaek iiawk re-

mained steadfast to these promises dnriiig

the rest of his life, and liis lodge was at

all times open to entertain his white visi-

tors, lie visited Washington again in

I^'jI ', but he was indifferent to all the

attentiou shown him. He died on tlie ']d of

f)ctober, 1840, at the age of oigl tv years.

boundary of the State.

Jo Daviess county wa.s formed by an

act passed on tii(! ITtli of February, 1827,

and includird all the territory lying be-

tween tlie following boundaries: IJegin-

iiing at the northwest corner of tho State;

thence, down the Mississippi llivcr, to the

northern boundary of tho Military Tract;

lieir arrivul|

iileut amougf

and was buried on the banks of t'uft 3Iis- i tiienco east, with said line, to the Illinois

sissippi. I Ulver; thence north, to the northern

The conduct of Gen. Atkinson in the houndarj of the State; thence west, with

Black Hawk War has been severely con- .«;aid boundary, to tlie place of beginning.

|| surcd. We find an opinion prevalent By reference to the map, it will be seen

among the early settlers, that he wasdila-
j
that this includes at present a large num-
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OiMwIiiK lloi'k lllrrr In I'sttT—liarKnlnlriB with the Indlanit—Tli« Darkey mid (he U«4*lhlM

bor of tho richu.Ht (.•uuntius iu thu uortli-

wcstiTii part of the State.

Hon. if. (lillcNpic, of I'lilwardsvillo, lias

funiiHliod na wiUi tho fulluwiiij,' iiitorost-

iii;^ sketch of hi.i oxpiMiuiieo in crossing

Kook llivcr at an early ilay:

"It WHS ahout tho r>»li dny of Murcli. IHU",

Unit thirlucii of us who hml met ln;^i>llu<r at

dillVnnt jiluci's ami I'oiiiii'il n, traveling coiu-

\»\ny lor tho lead mine*, reached tho banks of

lliick Uiver at tiio point, where, ncconllng to

i.iy recollection, Dixon now Ntands. It was

naked prairio ontiie south side, Imt there was

cxcoUent hickory timber on tiio opposite side

of tho river. A hand of Wiunchagoes were

encamped on tlic south side. It became ne-

cessary for a portion of our party to cross tho

river and prepare our encanipment, and make

fires in advance of tho rest, and a Mr. Heed,my
brother and myself were selected for that pur-

jioso. 'Vc liad previously bargained witli tho

Indians for tho use of their en noes to' ferry us

and our wagon over, and Imd given a lirge

amount of bacon ami corn menl in payment,

Tlio Indians, i>itli,jut ar.y reluctance, took

Heed, niy brother and K-yself ncross tho river

witli our oxen, and ns soon ns wo were sejiara-

ted from our companions, they started down

the river with tlioir ciiuoes. This operation

was likely to bo uttemlcd with much inconve-

nience, and .«on ' sufi'ering and exposure to us

who had cross 'd :lie river and werj without

provisions or bcil-clothes. Our friends fol-

lowed down after tho Indiiin^, who pretciideil

thiit iliey undurstood tlucouiract on their part

to have been fulKlleil. We knew thnt tiiey

were endeavoring to liv-cc us. It w;i« I'ound

iuipossibia to bring tluin in ugroo to our un-

m rhianiiin;^ of the bargain, and nothirg was

2 'tt I'or our side but to n>ake the best terms wo

could. They would not agree on any condi-

tions we could propose, to ferry our Avagon

over, pretending to believe that it would sink

their eanoes. There was in our company a

aegro, named Frank, from Kaskaskia, who had

joiMod us when tho company euniilMtcd of but

four |)ersons—old Mr. lleeil, his mou, my bro-

ther and myself; tho rest of the cou pany w«

|iicked up afterwards. Wo railier tonk care of

Frank, and protected liim when attempts wer«

made to impose upon iiini, for which ho was

very grateful. Frank was in great distress

when lie foiiml that three of liis frifnds wero

separated from tho conipany, and wero with-

out food or lied-clothes. He bail a black over-

coat, tho body of which was about of tho tex-

ture of an old slea/.y blanket, but tlu.- capes

wero really of first rate nmtcrial, ami wero

fastcneil to the ))ody with hooks and eyes.

One of tho Indians took n great liking to

Frank's coat, and a l)argain was struck on

about these terms: Frank was to givo tho In-

dian his coat and they wero to allow him to

bring us over bed-clothing and food, and also

to ferry tho wagon over the next morning, up-

«n terms to bo agreed on. Frank rolleil up an

auger in tho blanket to enable us to build a

raft in case it shouM bccomo neces.'iiiry, but

the Indians were too sharp for that. They

unrolled the blanket and contended that taking

over an auger was not in tho bargain, and so

Frank came over without it. When they arrived,

a great controversy arose between him and the

Indians. Frank contended that he was to give

only his coat, and they contended that he was

to give tho capo also. Wo had by this time

bccomo so incensed at the Indians that we felt

very little like obeying the scriptural rerpiiro-

ment— 'If any man will sue thee at the law and

take away thy coat, let him have tliy cloak al-

so.' So we docid«d in Frank's favor, and he

kept his capes. The Indians were very indig-

nant at Frank'.s intrict construction, and we

might have had trouble with ihem; but that

night it turned intensely cold, and by the next

morning the Indians were as torpid as s-nakes

in winter. They could not get out of their

wigwams, and our men helped themselves to

the canoes, and everything was pu.shed across

early in the day, I believe the Indians would

scarcely have aroused themselves if they had

I
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Ton>l<llty of the Ii.-dlAnii In Cold Wtkthor—VMttnit the BIck—fltUtomtnU at BuflUo Ororf—Thr Winncfcairocii.
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I am f*ati!'ri(!d tliat IndinnN HufTur more from

cold wcailiiT (clotlicd M thoy arc) than white

men. Wu experienced very little iuoonveuienco

from till' cold.

"Lent what I liavo stated might lead persona

to believe tliat all ilio Indi.uiH were thus kna-

vislily imliiu'd, I would remark that in cross-

ing the Wiiineliago Hwamjis some ton or fifteen

miles south of I{ock Ilivor, wc had grctit diffl-

culty, and would have had more but for some

Winneba;:o Indians who were encamped by

the awamjw, and who were exceedingly kind

and generous to us, and rendered us every nu-

distance in tlieir power.

".Vccording to my recollection, there was a

house about twelve miles nortliwest of Fort

Clark, (now Peoria,) at w^hich a man named

Thomas Cox was lying very sick. We all

called to soe liim, although not one of us was

acquainted with him; but hucIi was the cus-

tom (to some extent) in thoic days. 'I'his

house was the lant wc saw until wo iiched

Vinegar Hill, in the mines. Tlie intorvening

country wi\< one untrodden solitude. In most

places the country was, even in that season of

the year, of sui'passing loveliness. Seme of

the groves remindctl me of tiie description T

have read of liie fabled Elysium or of JIo-

hammeds Paradise (save the Ilouris.) The on-

ly iudi(.uiions we found that human beings had

been tiieic before us, were where the Indians

liad cut ofl' tlie branches of trees in whicli the

lioncy-bicf' had made their hives. The groves

tfeemed to liiive been almost alive with them,

judging; IVum tke number of trees from wliicli

they had been dislodged. Thelndians would not

cut down th<; treus, l)ut would climb up and

cut off the limb Tvhieii contained ll)e honey, or

cut into ti.e side of the tree wliere the hive

was in tho trunk. 1 have observed that for a

few years after the honey-bee makes its first

appearance, it inoreascs with wonderl'id rapidi-

ty, an<l aft<;r some ten or fifteen years begins

to decline. I am speaking now of the wild

hues. Thsy liad been but for a few years iu

tho country between the Illinois and lloek «W-

era when I passed Ihrougli. They hwl not ar-

rived in the mining ceuntry luitil about 18'Jt},

•r ])erhaps liio H|irlng of IH'2~. It m % f»et

puriuips not generally known tliat tlio honey-

bee is just in advance of tho white jiopulatioii

in the swttleiuent )f a new country, and its

first a))pearance is u cause of great anxiety (9-

the Indians."^

We find tliiit wc were in error iu gtatin':

tlint (). W. Ktllo;.'<jf uud Samuel llcctl ar-

rived at ]>uri'alo (Jrovo in llSliO. Thoy

settled here in 18151, one year later. la

the f<j)riti;,' of tlitit year, tho settlers broke

the prairie and planted corn. The " first

moon in Juno" wan tho time at which

the Indians held their annual council;

and when thej- met at lloek Island, it was

rumored that they were goinj^ to make

war upon thg whites. Deeming it im-

prudent to remain here, the settlers start-

ed for Galena. On arriving at Apple

Ilivor, their numbers were considerably

incrciiscd by the addition of several per-

sons from other points, and they coiieluded

to stop and build a stoclcade. They had

boon here just a week, and coiiimenced

*In a iint« nc nnpnnyliiK the »l)ove nkctcli, Mr. Gillespie

jajf : "In icfrurd ,•) llir Wiiiiii'tiiiKu Iiii\ian.- 1 would remurk

that from all I 'oiilil Iciii'ii lliey were reifarded by the

ntlier trllies In Ihe .k'hiity in iiilnidcri; thiit llieir laiiguafte

witS tjiitinly (lilVeiviit fiowi the siiiroumllng Indiuns, ami

ouulil not l)!- lu'iniireil liy Ilium; that iilioiit the time 1 liavB

jp ikeii of, lliey wfie iiurkini,' tlirir way rather eastwarilly,

limit they »i.i« iiitt l.y H'l* wlilte pninilalioii ooinliis West.

Ciu'Vfr, an ^,n^^li^hln»ll, wiio traveleil thronih this country

just lirfore tli(.' eni of our Indcpfudence, found thoni al>out

I'lairic ilu Chit'ti, wliero thoy were (,'ovt'nK'd by a (Juecii.

Tht'y liiid a tradilion nt that tiiui' tlial tliey had come from

WBSt i>f tho Hooky Mianitains; that they had attaclccd a

Hpani.-h cavalcade, or train, loadcil with while metal or sll-

vir, ,M\il liillcd the atlendaiUi, and were coiiSi'fiueMlly driven

ofl hy tho Spaniards. 1 nv,*Btio!i Ihe.'se circumstances aiereiy

from memory, not haviiif? seen Carver's Travehilnce I was

a boy, aud so I may b« itiivawbal vUtakea at tu what hv

Ill
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H.iily Urist IMills—Alaniis iimon^' tlie Settlor?—Thcj liiavo tliuir llumts—I'nenJly Indians give tliem W.wnins

cutting the limbers for the fort, when a

disputeU was received from lloek ishind,

informinij; them that a treaty liad been

made, and tliat they mi,i;;ht safely return

to their farms. On tlieir return, tlio

farms wcM-e fenced, in order to fjceure the

growing crops. ]3cforc the crops could

bo harvested, provisioris grew short, and

the settlers were obliged to go to Peoria

county for supplies.

When autumn came, the coru crop was

light and kite. After being harvested,

the grain was grated on a grater, to get

meal for bread, until it was too dry, when

it was pounded in a uiortar. The luortar

wa.s made by boring and burning the end

of a log prepared for the purpose. The

pestle was made by fastening an iron

wedge to a "spring-stick " attached to an

upright post, (much in the fiishioii of a

well-sweep;) handles were then put on,

wJien the operator commenced pound-

ing, the elasticity of the stick lightening

the labor by raising the wedge after it

had struck the corn. This rude mill was

generally used once a day. The Indians

who were thoir nearest neighbors supplied

them with venison during the winter, ro"-

ceiving corn and pumpkins for their com-

pensation. The winter was long and te-

dious, with deep snows and high winds.

.In April, l8o2, the settlers commenced

plowing. Tliey had heard and seen that

tlie Indians were goinj; up Ruck lliver, to

plant corn, as they SMid. One day, aom?

of their old Indian friends ci.iled upon

Mr. Heed's family with some fresh fish,

and one of them told the family that Gen.

"Whiteside was comir-ig up the river with

** heap Cheniokee man," to light the In-

dians. Said he, " You must go away

—

bad Indian kill you—me no kill you—bad

Indian kill you and your papooses." 3Ir.

Heed had planted his potatoes and about

two acres of corn; this had been done on

Saturday. On Sunday, there was a heavy

fall of rain, which nuide it too wot for

planting. Ou 3Ionday evening, the re-

port of liroarnis was heard in the direction

of Kellog^'s house, which, on account of

the nuinb«r of shots, greatly alarmed Mr.

Heed's family, (jen. Dodge, with a scout-

ing party, had Oiicampcd here, and had

fired Oil' their guns on arriving at Kel-

logg's house. The next morning, before

sunrise, a messenger from Gen. White-

side's camp arrived, with the news of the

battle of Stillmsin's Hun, and telling them

that they must immediately go to Dixon,

where the army was encamped. As soon

as possible, their "traps" were loaded,

and they started. After staying a few

days in Dixon, Mr. Heed's family went

to Peoria county v/ith a company of vol-

unteers who were gi ing south to get their

discharge. In September, the men re-

turned to their farms, letiving tiic v.'ouien

and children in Peoria county. After

plowing, sowing wheat and making hay,

they returned and again brought their

families to Hufialo Grove.

In ISoo, it was rumored that the Indi-

ans were dissatisfied with the treaty tliey

had uiade, and were bent on war. For

the third time the citizens of Jjullalo

Grove left their homes, taking tlicir fami-

lies with them to Peoria county. The

men immediately returned to cultivate

the crops; and before harvest time came,

th« families wore sent for. This wa»
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Flr»t Wedding iii Ogle County—Earliest Newspaper In Chicago—First White Child—First Beliool Taught.

IC Illdi-

ity tb.ey

For

lluftalo

if funii-

The

ultivjite

c came,

lis wa»

!

called "Mammy Dixon's War," from the

fact that t'lc alarm was caused by Mrs.

Dixon's overhearing a conversation be-

tween some of the Indians, in which

they expressed tlieir dissatisfaction with

the treaty. No outbreak occurred, how-

ever, and tliis was the last time the

settlers at Buffalo Grove were driven

from their homes by ''wars and rumors

of wars."

The first wedding ever celebrated in

this vicinity was at the house of John

Ankency, early in 1832, when S. M.

Journey was married to Ankeney's only

daughter. All the neighbors (except

Kellogg's family) for miles about were

invited and were present on the joyous

occasion; many persons from Galena,

Rush Creek and the southern part of the

State, were also there. The dancing and

fcstiviti(!s were kept up till near morning,

when the happy couple were put to bed

in real old-fashioned style. Journey af-

terwards went to California, where he still

remains, while his wife is living at Lyons,

Iowa.

"We may here remark that the first news-

paper issued ill Chic;igo was published on

the 20th of November, lS:j;j, under the

title of CliIc((ijo Drmucfut, by Jnhn Cal-

houn. In is:!;;^ John Wcntworth pur-

chased Mr. Calliouu's inteivst, and has

continued to put'hsh tl'c Di'iadcrnf from

that time to this—an exuiuplo of stead-

fastness; rarely to bo found in the history

of Wostcrn lU'WspaDor eiitur[)rises. ?.Ir.

Callioun died February 2!)tli, IS-IO, in

tlu! ;)!st: year ol' liis -A'pi. For umny vcnrs

the settlers in tliis softioii depoiided al-

most entirely upon the Drmorrnt for uov.'S

from the East; in fact, the Democrat and

the Galena Advertiser were for years the

only newspapers circulated in this region.

In 1834, Elisha Doty came from Peoria

with his family, and settled at IJuffalo

Grove. In the same year, Ankeny re-

moved to the farm now owned and occu-

pied by Harry Smith. In May of ibat

year, Albion Sauford and his family set-

tled here, and in the fall they were followed

by Cyrenas, Ahira and Harrison Sanford,

with their families. Mr. Cyi'enus San-

ford was the father of Ahira, Albion and

Harrison Sauford; he continued to reside

at Buffalo Grove, on the same quarter

section which he first " claimed " on his

arrival here, until his death, which oc-

curred on the 28th of May, 1858. In

1834, a Mr. Sackett became a resident of

Buffalo Grove. Pearson Shoemaker, now

a resident of Elkhorn Grove,near the Ogle

and Carroll county,line settled here in the

same year. On the 4th of Septcmber,1834,

Cyrus Doty, the first white native of Ogle

or any of the adjoining counties, was born

at Buffalo Grove, where he still resides,

having now a family of his own.

The first school ever taught ia this

countv was :!t 0. W. Kellofr<'''s house, in

]Juffalo Grove, in the winter of lk;o4-5,

by Simon Fellows. In 18:50, the build-

ing now occupied as a cliureh by the Uni-

ted j>re(laen, at ikdl'ii'.o (;irove, was

erected for tlie double purpose ol' a church

and school-house— being the first build-

ing erected auywhero in this vicinity, for

educational purposes. In tlie winter of

1^^)0, t'.iero was a singliig-school in thi.s

scliool-l.ouso. The building was built by

subscription.

i
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Town tf St. Marion (now Buffalo) Laid Out-FIrat Saw-Mill—Wllaon'i Mill—Buflulo In 1!»S7.

In 1835, the citizens of Buffalo Grove

received several accessions to their num-

bers, among whom were John D. Steven-

son, George W'^bster and the Waterburys,

all of whom arc now living in the vicin-

ity. Previous to 1835, the inhabitants of

the Grovo were obliged to go to Dixon's

Ferry for their mail matter. In the

winter of that year, a l*ost-Office was es-

tablished at the Grove and Elkanah P.

Bush appointed Postmaster. At this

time there was no Post-Office at Kock-

ford. Bush did not remain in office for

any length of time, but was soon removed

and 0. "W. Kellogg appointed in his

stead.

In 1835, 0. W. Kellogg and Hugh
Stevenson laid out what is now the town

of Buffalo, and called it St. Marion.

About this time, V. A. Bogue was the

only lawyer in the county, and to him

were referred all intricate questions of

law, his judgment being considered final.

The first crop of winter wheat raised

near Buffalo Grove was in 1834, from

which time up to 1845, very little spring

wheat was grown.

The first saw-mill erected in Ogle

eounty was the one now owned by John

D. Stevenson, at Buffalo Grove. This

mill was built in 1830, the proprietors be-

ing 0. W. Kellogg, George D. Wilcoxcn

and lleason Wilcoxcn.

Up to 1838, almost the only money in

circulation, was of the "red-dog" stripe.

Good money was very scarce, but these

pictured "promises to pay" were very

abundant in proportion to the scarcity of

gold and silver. The harvests were

Abundant, bat there was uo market^ ex-

cept in the lead mines. Cash had to be

paid for sugar—wheat not being consid-

ered equivalent to it.

It may be interesting to note hero that

the only member of O. W. Kellogg's

family now living, is his daughter,, the

wife of E. B. Baker, Postmaster at Dix-

on. Mr. Kellogg became involved and

lost his property, and, as a matter of

course, his friends deserted him when

his misfortune overtook him. He after-

wards became a Minister of the Gospel,

and died in Dixon. His wife, who was

in every way a superior woman, survived

him only two or thr«e years.

"Wilson's Mill" was begun in 1S35

by Joseph M. Wilson and James Talbot,

and commenced grinding oorn in June

1836. Wheat was ground tliere in the

fall of the same year. Phelps' saw-mill

on Pine Creek was running in 1830; it

is still in operation.

C. G. Ilolbrook, Esq., says: "When
we came from Dixon in 1837, and came up

on the rising ground three miles north of

that place, there was not a single foot of

ground to be seen which the hand of man

had touched. Men were located in the

country, but were in the hollows and

groves where they could not bo soon."

Since settlements have been uiado, many

of the prairie flowers have disappeared,

being destroyed by the cattle and the fires.

When settlers first arrived hero, there was

no underbrush in the groves, as the spring

fires always kept it down, and one could

sec almost as far in the groves as in the

prairies.

Lawsuits were commenced in 1836 and

continued until 1830^ growing ov^t gf the

in Bi
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Pint Settlement at Oregon—Organicatlon of Oglo County—Seat of Juattce at Dixon—Flnt KIcctlon.

pcaved,

e fires.

ere wa»

spring

could

in tho

original oiniins of Ankcnoy and Chambers

in IJuffttlo Grove. How tho suits were

decided is a matter of no particular impor-

tance to our readers, but it is interesting

to notice tho perpetuation of the quarrel.

J. W. Jenkins, in 1835, built thelirst

house in tko present town of Oregon. In

the year preceding, Martin C. Hills, Jc-

liiel Day and a Mr. (Joodwia made a

claim on the prairie bordering on the

river, and adjoining the village of Ore-

gon, on the south. In 18.']5, John

Phelps, now living in Texas, settled on

his farm a short distance from Oregon,

and shortly after, in company with some

others, laid out that town. Tliomas

Ford, afterwards Governor of the State,

arrived in 183G, and was soon followed by

W. W- Fuller, James V. and John Gale;

th' '-tt^r two are now the oldest settlers

r» a M; in the place. The first school

in uregon was taught by a Mr. Whitney,

in 1839. In 183G, there were no settle-

ments on the East side of the river from

Oregon to Inlet. In that season, how-

ever, a piece of ground was broken near

Washington Grove by a Mr. Stevenson,

another near Oregon by William J. Mix.

The country on the west side of the river

was being more rapidly settled.

At the session of the Legislature held

in 1835-G, Ogle county was organized,

and embraced the territory now included

in .the three counties of Ogle, Lee and

Whiteside. The county scat was located

at Dixon, and tho first Circuit Court con-

vened there in October, 1837, Hon. Dan-

iel Stone, Judge, presiding. William

W. Mudd was Sheriff, and William J.

3Iix was his Deputy. Smith Gilbraith,

of Dixon, was Clerk, and Thomas Ford,

Prosecuting Attorney. The name Oglo

was given in honor of Capt. Ogle, at tho

suggestion of Gov. Ford. During liis

lifetime, Capt. Oglo was a resident of

the southern part of the State. Among
the jurors chosen at the first Circuit

Court, will be found many familiar names.

Among the Grand Jurors were John

Whitakcr, Lester Kvarts, William Wams-

ley and G. D. 11. Wilcoxon; and amon<;

the Petit Jurors wo find K. Kimball, Jaro'l

Sanford, James V. Gale, Elisha Doty an<l

John D. Stevenson.

Thefirstclectionin Ogle county of which

we have any record was held at Oregon

on the 24th day of December, 1 830. The

following is the record, as we find it in

the County Clerk's office :

"At an election hsM aL tho house of .7o)»n

IMielpa in Oregon City, in tho County of Of;l<J

and State of Illinois, on the 24th ilay of De-

cember, 18!{0, the following named perHons re-

ceived the number of votes annexed to (heir

respective names for tlio following described

offices, to wit:

iHiinc llosccrana, for County Commlnsloncr i"!)

Kzrii Kuml, " " " 00
Will. .1. Miv, " " " M
Cynis C'liaiiiborliiln, " " m
S. ,St. .Tohii Mix, " " " W
V. A. lioguc, " " *' '.IS

Will. W. Miiild, for .'hcriir '.C)

.Tfii'iniiili Murphy, for SlifrKf il.i

liCslL'r 11. IsviutM, for CoroiiLT 'M

.liiiiit'.s V. (Iiilc, for Ucroidi'r 1"M

II. T. I'lii'liw, f»r Ki'cordcr IS

.Ioi)i!|ili Crawford, for purveyor, 1 !'.>

Will. .Siuiili'ison, for Purveyor *'>'

Certified by

Jamf.s V. Ciam;,

G. AV. lloSKCItANH,

Jonathan W. .Jknki.n's,

Judges of El'-ftlor/.

r

OEORaK Chandler,

S.MITII GlI.nUAITII,

Cli.'rka of Election.

It is related that a party of voters from
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Meeting of the Itonra of Coiunilgsioners—Fornmtioii of Election Precincts—Settlement of Byron.

Cunalo Cirovc lost their way on their re-

turn from attending the above election,

while in thcrffgiou of Pine Creek, and did

not roacli their lio'Jies till several hours

after their companions, who had preceded

them.
'' '"'"

i

---";'^-'

At this time, instead of the present

township organization system, the county

afliurs were principally administered by a

lioard of Commissioners. The first Board

chosen consisted of V. A. Bogue, (now

our County Judge,) S. St. John Mix

and Cyrus Chamberlain. The first County

Court was held by Commissioners Boguc

and Mix, at Oregon, on the 3d of Janu-

ary, 1837, Smith Gilbraith being Clerk.

The second term of this Court was held

at the house of F. Cushman, in Buffiilo

Grove, in the following March. At this

sitting of the Court, the county was di-

vided into election precincts as follows

:

Blooiningvillo, (now Byron,) Oregon City,

Grand Detour, Buffalo Grove, Dixon and

lulct.

A petition was presented by L. An-

drus and others, asking for the appoint-

ment of viewers to locate a road from

Dixon's Ferrv to Grand Detour; thence

to Oregon, on tlie west side of the river;

tiiencc to Bloomingvillo. The petition

Vv'as granted and the present road was laid

out shortly after. A licon.^e was also

urantod for establlshiug a ferry at Grand

Detour.

through which ho had passed, and es-

pecially of a mill site lie had found near

where Byron is now situated, he induced

Perry Norton and James Sanford to re-

turn with him. They, being as well

pleased with the country as he was, laid

claim to all the country in the vicinity,

according to the custom of those times.

3Ir. Norton is a native of New-York, and

at the time of which wc are now writing

had been visiting his brother at Galena,

whore he "hired out" to Germanicus

Kent, and had gone to 3Iidway, by which

name llockford was then known, to per-

form the work he had been hired to do.

Blr. Norton, in company with several

other young men who were at work with

him, came to Midway in the previous

fall, where they kept " bachelor's hall"

during the winter. Tn the spring, Mr.

Mr. Norton's family, which was the first,

came to Midway. At the time that

Messrs. Norton and Sanford left llock-

ford, there were but two families there.

In the fall of '35, P. J. Kinball and M.

M. York settled at Byron, and in the

spring of '30 came S. O'Brian, Asa Spald-

ing, Simon Spalding and James Spalding.

The family of Mr. Shepherd was the first

to come to Fairview, as the place was

cnlk'd before the name was changed to

JJloomingvillc. in the winter of '30-7, a

numbijr Of familios, including those of

Krastus Norton, S. St. John 3Iix and

The town of JJyron, which was early
I

'^"<-*''i« 1'^^"^' ^^"ttled in the place. The

called Bl ,omln..viilo, was first settled in
I

^'''^t school-honse in the plac > was built

1835. Jared 'Siinfurd came from the
j

<^^»'''"r'
this winter, and we believe the

"IMilitary Tract" in the month of June,
' ^''^^^ ^«''"^' ^^'"« taught in the summer fol-

in that year. On arriving at llockford,
;

^^^^ing.

by his pleasant story of the country
j
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Division of the County—Rcgulur PreachUiK of the GoB|)el—(!iui}n of Uugperudoea hi the Country.

in 1830, a great deal of excitement and We find in the Mt. Morris Gnzrftc of

strife ensued in regard to the county seat. July 17, 1851, a statement that tho first

The first Commis.sioners were favorable retjuhir preaching of the Gospel in this

to Dixon, and held their sessions there, region was in 18'J4-5, Ly Rev. 3Ir. >Sugg,

In 1838, the Oregon party succeeded in i a young Methodist missionary, who hert!

electing their candidates, and the county
|

began his mihistoriai labors. Before he

business was at once transferred to Ore- i had spent a single year in his Master'^

gon. The Commissioners soon made a ' service, he was called to his reward. In

contract for building a court house, and i 183.3, Rev. James M. Kean was sent into

thus Jirrd the county seat. As soon as : this field by the Conference. ]Mr. Kean

this was done, the people of Dixon com- ' died at Elkhorn Grove about two years

menccd agitating the question of a di- ' ago.

S. M. Bowman was the first man who

ever lectured on Temperance in Dixon.

It was at a Fourth of July celebration at

an early day. :

vision of the county. J(din Dxon had

posted, in Galena, notices of his inten-

tion to apply for the formation of a new

county—the propostd territory including

Oregon on the north. John Phelps, of

Oregon, chanced to be in Galena and dis-

covered the notices which Dixon had

posted, and he immediately posted like
\

notices of Jiia intention to apply for a di- ,

vision of the county, the southern line of
|
the northoni part of the State was in-

his county just including the present • fested by numerous bands of desperadoes,

town of Dixon. Learning this fac*
[

v, te principal business was robbery,

being fully aware that if Mr. olps' • hor,-?!.. ''.'aling and counterfeiting. .Many

project was successful, it w" . greatly I of theiu ranged" tlirnugh Ogle and tlit'

detract from the importance . his town,
|
adjoining jounties. Among the most

Mr. Dixon at once called upon Mr. notorious in tliis section were ^Villiam i\.

CHAPTER XIC. :

From 1835, for nuuiy years following,

Phelps, when a compromise was agreed

upon and the present limits of the two

]Jridge, the leader of the gang, Norton R.

Rnyee, Driskell, William Driskell,

counties were fixed, and a joint petition I Taylor ]>ri,skell, Chavky Aiken, Kicliard

was sent to the Legislature, the prayer of I Aiken, Jiroady and Hugh ]5r(jady

;

which was granted. The act for the sep-

arate oriranization of OliIc and Lee coun-

Rr idy's (jirove took its name from the

Rroadys. The depredations of this gang

ties, is dated Fthruary 'l~t]\, 1^30. Mo-
j

truubled the settlers to a groat extent,

ratio Wales, now residing at Pufialo So froouontly were thoir lawless acts eoin.

.

Grove, was the first Sheriff after the new uiitted, that there was no security fm

organization. In the spring of 1 S3!), the
j

property of any kind. About tlie year

first Circuit Court was held at Oregon,
j

184U, the desperadoes wore ,-o numerous

Judge Ford presiding. I as to be able to control eleelions i\i th.is

If
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Ihe Regvlatort—Buniiii( of the Court House nt Oregon—Eitreme Meararet—Judge ford.

county, and often procured some of their

own number to sit on juries, by which

means they were acquitted of all charges.

In the summer of 1840, a court house

was built, and tho people were congratu-

lating themselves upon having a proper

building for holding Courts. They had

long been harassed by tho gang of vil-

lains who rendezvoused at Washington

Grove, and they hoped that the now fa-

cilities they now had would aid them in

bringing the scoundrels to justice. In

this, however, they were disappointed, the

depredations proving more frequent and

being more boldly carried out. At last,

finding the law powerless in their defence,

the people formed a band of Regulators,

with the avowed intention of taking the

law into their own hands. The Regula-

tors were commanded by a Mr. Campbell,

a fugitive Canadian patriot, who was uni-

versally esteemed by his neighbors as a

man of sterling character.

The court house erected in Oregon was

never occupied for the sittings of Court.

On the night previous to the opening of

the Court, the court house was fired by

the desperadoes, in the hope of being

able, during the excitement of the fire,

to liberate some of their confederates who

were confined in jail. la this they were

frustrated, although they succeeded in

knocking the jailor down. Assistance

was promptly at hand, and the prisoners

.were safely removed.

Previous to tho formation of the band

of Regulators, Norton IJ. Royee had been

convicted «f counterfeiting and sCi... ed

to the Penitentiary. Judge Ford si-

ded duKJug the trial, and after th' pna-

oner had been sentenced. Judge Ford

remarked that he was then going away on

business, and should be obliged to leave

his family behind him; and should the

desperadoes dare to injure his family or

property during his absence, he would fol-

low them until he overtook them, when

the first tree should be their gallows; and

if the injury should bo done while he was

trying any ease, he would leave the bench

and follow them up till they were exter-

minated. Such language as this, from a

judge on the bench, assured the peopk

that Regulators had nothing to fear in a

Court presided over by him; and this

eventually led to the forr^^tion of the

Regulators.

A man namad Daggett had been horse-

whipped at Payne's Point in the spring

of 1841, and the notorious Bridge and

some others, obtained of Esq. Wood a

warrant for those who inflicted the pun-

ishment. The Sheriff being absent, the

warrant was placed in the hands of Coro-

ner James Clark, who, however, did not

succeed in serving it— and so the affair

ended.

One Daniel Ross was taken by the Reg-

ulaf ors and made to hold on to the limb of

a tree just high enough to allow his toes

to rest upon the ground. Whenever he

attempted to let himself down, the prompt

and vigorous application of the cow-hide

on his scat of honor, eompellod him to

take the old position.

These extreme measures of course

aroused the most bitter feelings among

the horse thieve? and their associates, and

they at once resolved to be revenged. One

Sunday, as Capt. Campbell and his family

01
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were passing from the gate to the house door

they chanced to look about , and saw two

men not very far from them. As they

discovered the men, one of the latter

drew up his rifle and shot Mr. Campbell

through the heart, killing him instantly.

Mr. Campbell's son—a "chunk of a boy,"

as he is described to us—ran into the

house for his father's rifle, and bringing

it out fired at the men, but they were out

of reach and escaped.

This outrage, connected with others

which had been committed by tlie gang,

roused the citizens to more vigorous

measures in self-defence. Old man Dris-

ion of the i' kell and his son William were suspected

of tho murder and were at once arrested

udgo Ford

ng away on

cd to leave

should the
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c would fol-

them, when

allows; and

hile he was
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were extcr-

this, from a
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10 prompt
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cd him to
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igs among

iciates, and

iged. One

bis family

and taken to Oregon. The Regulators

soon assembled en masse at Stevenson's

Mill, on the creek running through

Washington and Lafayette Groves, and

proceeded to try tho culprit. A tempo-

rary court was organized, counsel was

granted the prisoners, witnesses were ex-

amined and cross-exauiincd, and as fair

a trial awarded them as could be given

under the circumstances. It was decided

that they must be immediately executed.

A number of men with rifles were de-

tailed to carry the sentence into execu-

tion. One of the prisoners was led out

and shot, and then tho other was led out,

and after being shown the body of his

dead relative, he was exhorted to confess

that he had committed the crime charged

against him. This he refused to do, but

acknowledged that he had comniitted

other cjimes for which he deserved death.

The friends of the Driskells afterwards

prggured a biJJ of indictment against the

Regulators, charging them with murder.

The Regulators and their friends at once

procured similar bills against every per-

son who was present at the execution, the

whole numbering about one hundred and

twenty-five men ; and as all were under

indictment, it was impossible to find any

witnesses, and all were cleared.

The remedy adopted by the citizens

was a terrible one, but we cannot now

call in question its wisdom. We must

reficc. ' . judging of this matter, that

the desperadoes were the most numerous,

and wcro able to control the elections,

thereby placing their own friends in pow-

er and confiding to them the execution

•f laws intended as a defence against

their lawlos.snex.i. It was apparently the

oH/y remedy, and the early settlers showed

much courage iu making use of it.

CHAPTER XIII.

The first newspaper in this county w»s

the Ji»r/c River Jifi/istrr, the first No. of

wliicli was issue!*! in Mt. Morria on the

liist day of January, 1842, by Jonathan

Kno'Jk. Wo find in the first oohunn of

Mo. three, the earliest copy within our

reach, the following

:

TKIIMS,

I'rovkleJ 400 subscribers bo obtained

:

The lioek River Register will be neatly and

tnstffiiTly prinletl on » super-royal sheet of

good fpialily, ami pulilished T;e?kly iit Sl'.''')0,

in (ulrintec, per annum, or $•{, if not puid in:

adranee. SI. 50, in flrfy</nce, for six moiitlis:

—

otherwise no subscription will bo received fas

* less than a jeur..

I'

li

' B
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' TERMS,

Pl-ovMcil 000 subscribers be obtained:

$2, ill tiilrinirr; —^'IJA) \\\ postponement

' $1, in (idnincr, for six montliB.

'' J5^!iy"No paper discontinued until all arrear-

ages arc paid, but at tlio option of the pub-

lisher.

It was a small five-column sheet, prin^od

on paper of a very inferior quality. 'Ine

<jarly numbers contains a Thcrmometrical

llegister, an Almanac, Market Iveports

from Baltimore, Cincinnati, Chicago and

New-Orloans. In No. four we find the

following:

MAUUIKD.— In this place on Sund.-iy, .Jan.

1, by tiie llov. S. S. Waliicr, Michael Cunire,

to 3Iiin/eret McAllister.

I'lhere, tlint, .lanuary 11, A. 1). 1X42, (.t iht

Mt, Morris nui'TIAL ki'ocu Tkiit ik /ha Jir.it ca.sc

of Matrimony which has ever occurred in Mt.

Morris.'j

drawing and ornamental needlework; a few

'legal notices and newspaper propectuses

and at la.st tkc following auuouucemcnt

BOOKS,
W R I T I N (J PAP E R

,' " ! lie ceil

Q U I L L S, r L' .V 1 L S, W A F E R S £ ^,

Blue and ^Mack Writing Ink, and Inkstands

Percussion Caps, Matches,

&c. &c. ALSO,—
I ALMANACS

FoH 1S42.

FOU SALE AT THIS OFI'ICi;.

January 1, 1842.

) corrt'sprtii

itii on till I-

.-111 ;lliliiilnl

•nilciiicn \

. iiriiiiittoc,

jonsliaw an

ffiii;^ '.'ciii

I'Cftlve jirc

"Oregon

"l!louitiiii;

"lliryliui

'•I'.ufValo

•ales.

^i' ash in
ft-

4 "Grand D

The "mot'.o" of the Register was crcdl' ^'''1-

ited to Ilev. T. S, Hitt, and read.*!, "Wc
hope to be recognized as fellow-laborer! "i^''>'k'l<b'"

in the noble work of P"'''.:htening tlic
"'^'^"^•^"-

, • , ,,
"

"Tli« comi
human mind. *

Xo. o of the lirjjlsitef for January 15

Ijouiidary Quo.>itiun, to be held at Oregon

on tlie 'I'liX uf that month. A subsequenj

i.s«uc contains a report of the proceeding^

of tlie meeting, which, as a matter foi

We also find the business cards of Hen- I

^'" '''" ^"^ ^'^" ^^'^^^ "'""'•'• ^^ ^ubsequen

ry Kuberts and II. A. Mix, Atlurueys at
|

''^^"^
'""^^""f

'' I'^^P^'-t «f the proceeding

Law at Oregon ; James .1. l>;itty, IMiysi- !

1 L.

'

. Ml Ai •'
! I

reference, we copy here:
Clan and biurgeon, at xMt. JJurn.sj a uun

!

' ^J

from S. Cumiii.s, and froui the same gcH-

tleman a notic^j that ho has reimnHd to

his new brick store, ami has just rceeived

a larger and better stuck of guoils than is

lini ;

I,
, . , . ,.,._ ., ,. ,

. ,1 dii'Hcy (it iiuvi.-iii'!; and etlectini; a seiiaratioi:
round witlun nltv miles ut iiim ; an ad- . ,. . , , , „ , ,•' ^

()1 ii.i.-; .'^.'vtiou ol the Mate from i lie frtate o

vertisenicht ut a stray bull IVuin li^^i^iy hliiu.,;, „..l annexing the same lo Wisconsin.

Sharer; oni; of a stray heifer from Na-

thaniel Swiiigh'y; an admiiiistratur's nw- i

tice in the matter uf the estate of \\'\\\.
|

Th'iskell ; an ndvertiseiiK'iit (if bouts and
I

shoes from 0. V. I'almer; a nutiei; that I

T>. I'raytuu i!c Sun liave liave opened in

.1. Swan, w 10 retired fur that
\

Mt. Morris a large stuck of everything
| puH,

usually kept in a country store; one that I pose.

Miss yhepherd will give instructions in
I

"A central committcs of three Avcrc electe

onsretuiriei

" WuEiir.A

1812, contains a call for a meeting on tli(§ ,dinauco f(

islern T(irri

',• the (Jougr|

.uuld be fori

jl less than

id that in

iiiidi! of 01

rtned: An'

id de(2lared

tha boundai'

'ct so far to

lid it cxpcdl

inn one or t

erritory wh

, ue drawn tl

E

frttiiity of La

f xiiie c,f the

if Mickia;an

:
ive been f(

Vhercan, it i

ilinance afc

', (that \vhi(

' considsrec

;t,veen the <

"At a general meeting of the citizens of tli

county of Ogle and others, convened b^' publi

notice at Oregon City, on the 22d January

inst., for the jairjiose of considering tiic uxpe

"Tlie meeting was organized by the aiipoint'

iiicnt of Col. 1). Brown as Cliairman, tmd Jo

seph i;. lleiisliaw as Secretary.

" The Idllvjwiug gentlvmeu were then ap

poliiled ;i cuiumlitec to draft resoliiilons ex

jd-Lf^.-ive 111' the seiitimeiiis of i!-;e ni.'eting, viz

I

;^. N. S:-:ii.le. K. A, Ihird, D. T. Moss, W. W



•egoii.

dlcworlcj afoTi

;r propoctuscs

uuouucemcDt

PER,
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and Inkstaiuls

itches,
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ister was cred-

d reads, *'\Vc

fellow-laborer

yhteiiiug tlic

iirsTonv op oor.E counti. (il

CuDtral aiul Corre»|K>Ill1lll^' (.'(iininittetrx AT)[>oiiiU;il—I'rt'uinblc anil IWwIutioiut Aduptc<i,

covrcspoiul with other committcesi ami p«r- I Stiitws in tho bmilI leirilury, ami loicviv to re

11.1 on all suliji'cts of this luceling, willi puw- niuiu iiunlU'rulilo, wulos.-) by cuhiiiiuu c'iumjuI.

tonjuiolnt jirocinot coiuihiitiH'.-!. 'rh(;i'ii'.li)V.'in;^ "Tlitrcjore Jicfulral, Tliat in tho <,»iflni((ri ol'

.I'titlonien wiTC eli-ctcil lo cuiniioso tin; cciitrnl thld un'ciint; thai, Ihnt jiart (if tlii; Nuriliwcsl

jrninittec, viz: .TaTiics V, (Julo, Joscpli 1'..

Icn.sliaw ami V.. M. LcUukI.

"Tlio cfutral corniuiittMi nppoiiitod tln^ f«l-

,^-iiig ^cntlonien corrospDudfui.j nf llicir re-

I'cutivo iirt'ciiictH:

'•Uri'^oii I'rcciiict

—

Tl'o ('"Utral (.'Dinmittce.

'^ "i;ioi)iiiingvillo—11. Norluii and A. WiUnir.

"'ilaryland—N. Swiii^^Icy mid C .'dav^aall.

"l>iiftalo Grnvc—J. 1>. Stovcnsun and 1!.

rtk's.

( '-(.irand Dcloar—S. Cumina ftnd B. liutlov-

.'Id. ,,
;

r January 15

ncetiijg on tlu

eld at OrciToii

A subscqucn

10 procccdlnt;'

a luatter lb

citizens of tli(

'cnedliy piihli(

li2d January

•ring the uxpu.

ig a .scparatioi

nil I lie .State o

to Wisconsin.

ly the appoint

riuan, and Jo

were tlieu ap-

e.sohiiions exi

( ni '('ting, viz 1

Moss. W. \Vj

d for tliat pur'i

Avcro elected

"Tt'a.shington Qrovc—J. Day and (J. llicc.

"Urooklyn—D. liccd and U. Vouiig.

">!(inroe— H. Hill and f. Shearer.

"Tli« coinmitleo appoinh.'d to dr.-vft resolu-

ons returned and reported ilio fol'nwinp;:

'MViiKTiKAH, By an ordinance entitled 'an

.lilnaiK'c for tiie goveriinienl of the North-

«.«lernT(irritory,' ii was orilained and declared

) ilie Congress of the United Stales that there

lould bo formed in thoNoi'thwestern Territory

ot less tlian three nor more than five States;

id that in pv.rsuance of saiil ord";ian'.-e llio

lUnn of Ohio, Indiana aivl llliu.')is wire

rnied; And Wherens. it was also ordained

id detilared i>y the ordinance afor.-said, tliat

iha boundaries of liiose .'.''.ales .«huuld lie si;b-

•et so I'ar to be altered ihat if Congress should

id it expedient, they shall h!\ve authoiiiy to

rin one or two u^tates on thsit part of the said

eiritory which li(is north of nn east and west

ue drawn through the southerly bend or cx-

rtinity of I-ake Michigan;' .Ind W'hnrds, hy

'ri lie of the last lyentiuiied power the .State

.' Micliig;iii and the Terriioiy of V»iseonsin

ive been formed north of said line: And
'liernit.i, it is ordained and declared by tho

Jinance aforesaid, that tho fifth article there-

', (that which, defines the boundaries,) shall

; considsred one of the articles of corapact

!t,vceu the original States and the people and

Terrliory which lies north td' an 'east, and

west lino throi'.gh the southerly liend or ex-

treme of I.aho .Michigan' belongs lo and of

ri'ijlit ought to 1)0 a part of iho J'lale or ."-'tales

which have lieeii or may bo I'oiuied uotih oi"

sajil line.

••2d. JiC.i()lrf>\ That Congress iias cslabllshcd

by Siiid ordinance liie snullurn bouiiilary of

the State wiiich may b(! fornidl north (d' thi*

Slate (d' Illinois, and that line cannot, tie al-

tered without tiio consent as well »[' ttie origi-

nal .StfUes !is tho [leople in the s.iid Noriliwctjt

Territory.

"Od. licn'ib'i'd, That an part, of the people

of the said Northwest Territory, wo will not

consent to .'in aliei'tUion of said line ."O as to

place tis under the jurisdiction of a .State to

which we do not hiwfidly belong.

''lih. Resolved, That the IiikjS as origlimlly

established by (.'oiigress in the 'ordi)iance for

the government of tho Northwesterti Tcnitory"

are lietter suited to the gc(igrai>hical sli nation,

atid to the local inierosis of the said Territory

than !iny others which can now be maile.

"5th. l!'toh:i:d. That wc iiro decidedly op-

posed to alter tho lines as originally eslablishe-1

so as to place any of the territory north of the

dine drawn through the soutiiern extreii-ui of

.Lake Micliigan' within the jurisdiction of a

State south of said line, wiilujut the consent

of the people of the said Norihwcft Territory.

"(1th. Rei--olrcd, That it is expedient for the

people now inclmleil in tlio State and residing

north of a dine drawn through the southerly

extreme of Lakij Michigan' to claim to be in-

cluded in a .State to be formed from the terri-

tory north of said line.

"7th. Jlcnolfcd, That it be recommended to

the Legislature of Wisconsin to apply during

tho present sossiou of Congress to be admitted

into the Union, claiming as a southera boun-

d-iry of tho State '» lino drawn through the

I
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«oiitherly head or extreme end of Lake Miehi>

gati,' uiirl running due west (o the iMixfliMMppi.

•'Htli. I{f*olffd,TUfil the lUicral appropriation

of the FiCgiKlatiiro of the State of Illinois for

internal iniprovcnient.s within on.- iiistriut em-

brnciriR that part of the Nortliwostt Territory

clainit'il \ty IlIinoiH Avns made in (;ood faitli,

and thnt wo diiiclaiin any intention to abMolre

oufBelvt's from any pecuniary responsibility

oroated l)y the IiC»,is1aturc of llliiioiH for sueli

purpoHPH and hold sacred the legal obligations

of the State.

"IHli. I^molved, That a coniniittcc of nine

persons be appointed as delegates from tliis

county to proceed to Madison in the Territo-

ry of Wisconsin, with full power to consult

with the (iovernorand Legislature, or either

of them, of said Territory, and to take such

measures as in their opinion will most speedily

and cfTectually obtain the object of this meet-

ing.

"The resolutions having been read, were

fully debated, and respectively Adopted unan-

imously.

"Agreeably to the Otli resolve, a comniittco

WAS ajipointcd to nominate nine delegates to

the Governor and Legislature of AVisconsin or

either of them, who having retired for that

purpose returned with the following nemina-

tions, viz: AV. W. Fuller, Dauphin Hrown, .Jo-

seph 15. Henshaw, Jeliiel Day, .James Swan,

Spooner Kuggles, Samuel M. Ilitt, Henry Jlic-

Ktand, Angustis Austin.

"Tiio above nomination having been submit-

ted to tlie meeting, thoy were unanimously

elected as delegates with i)Ower to fill any va-

cancies ibat may occur in their number.

"It wiis unanimously voted that the pro-

ceeditigs of this meeting be signed by the

Chainiian and Secretary, and published i/.

the V/'iirdi/o American and Diiniocntl, Galena

Gazette, Hock River Jieijintcr, Jioe/c/urd Pilot,

and ilic Madison, Wisconsin, papers.

"DAUIMIIN lUlOWN, Ch'm.

".TosEiMi B. Hexshaav, ^ec'ij.

"Oregon City, Jan. 122, 1842."

No. of the lirgi'tter tpeaks of th«

Rocliford Pilut, twenty utiles up the

river, as its iicurcst newspaper ucighbor.

The same paper publishes the procceil.

in}j;8 cf ft meeting held at Oregon on the

22(1 of January, 1842, for the purpose of

forming .in "Ogle County Agricultural

Society." Spooner llugglcs was Chnir-

inun of the meeting, and ]). II. T.

Mos.s was Secretary. A constitution wan

ttdopted, II. Norton, Dr. A. llurd nnd

James ]J. llonshfvw being the coii'mittee

who drafted the document. In thi.s issue

arc given some retnarks made by llev. T.

S. Ilitt, at the consecration of Mt. Morris

Cemetery, February 2, 1842, and a list

of the letters remaining in the Post-Office

at Mt. Morris, January 31, 1842, signed

by John Sharp, V. M. This list contains

thirteen names I

In the Rnjiiitn' of F«bruary 2Gth, 1842,

is a notice signed "Many Citizens," to

the eft'ect that a petition would bo pre-

sented to the Jiegislature for a division of

the county by llock lliver, north and

south.

The same pnper contains the proceed-

ings of a meeting of the citizens of Ste-

phenson county, at McDowell k Stone-

man's, in Frccport, on the I'Jth of the

i uie month, "for the purpose of consid-

ering upsn the bi^st measjres to b«

adopted by the inhabitants on Avhat h

commonly called the * disputed territory,'

for the assertion and maintenance of the

rights guaranteed to them by the ordinance

of 1787. The meeting was called to order

by 0. W. IJrewhter, Esq., and on his mo-

tion, Maj. John Ilowe was chosen Chair-

man, and George lleitzell, Secretary.'

'
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stitution wai
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lie coiL'inittce

In this issuu

Ic by llcv. T.

)f Mt. Morris

if nuei A list

ic I*o8t-0ihco
^

Reiiort of the DclcfttM Mnt to WIkoiwIii—lUinovkl of the K«gitt«r to OrMHl IMour—Grand Uctmir in IMt.

This roeuting was addressed byM. P. iilwcct

aud 0. 11. Wright, uud passed u resolution

recommeuding that au uleotion be hold on

the 5th of Mareh, to decide whether or

uut the puuple ia the proposed territory

were desirous of forming an independent

State. J udgos of election were appointed

for the several precincts, who were to

niuko returns to the County Central

Comiuittco.

The question of boundary agitated the

people of this section for many years, en-

tering into tlieir political conflicts uud ex-

ercising au important lufluence. Many

of the old settlers, to this day, condemn

the act wliich fixed the present boundary

line. The grounds of complaint are

184:i si'Mied i V^^^^y ^^^^ ^^^ ^orth in the preamble and

3 list"'contain8 |
resolutions adopted at Oregon.

I
On the -dth of February, another meet-

'V ''Gth 1842 t
ingwashcMatOregon, to hear thereportof

Citizens "
to I

'^'^ Conuiiittee sent to \Vi.seonsin to con-

ould be pro- U^^^'
^^'''' ^''^ aathoritios of that Territory.

|- • • i'*'i'he Cuuiiiiiltee reported that tliey had

north and i
'"'-'i^'^ived assurances of the earnest co-ope-

I
ration of (Jov. Doty and the Legislature,

, , I who recounneuded that a census of the
the proceed- l

, ..,,.,.
., ci I several eounties in the "disputed terri-

zens or fete- | ,, , , . , . ,

,, ,, „ i tory bt' taken, with a view to the pre-
cll it fetone- r . ,. . ,, ^ ,

,,, , p , t seutatiuii 01 a petition to Loni^ress lor the
lUtli or the £.

. . ,. .,

°

formation oi a new btate.

Subso(|Ucnt is.sues give reports of

' IJoiiiKlary .Meetings" iu varioui^ parls

if Xortliern Illinois, showing the feeling

rtu be deep and wide-spread.

No. 1'2 of the ItcjiJcr bears the names

)f Knodlo k Stephens as publishers, aud

i^:innouncos the death of the Editor, Eman-

uel Knodlc, in the 32d year of his age.

On the 10th of July, the Rcfjiiter

5G of eonsiJ-

313 res to b«

on what is

bJ territory,'

iiancc of the

Ihe ordinance

llled to order

liosen unai

Secretary.

abandoned its neutral position and hoisted

the Whig flag, headed with tho name uf

Joseph Duncan for Uovcroor, in opposi-

tion to Thomas Ford, the Democratic

candidate, and denounced Judge Furd as

"uNurthern mac with Southern princi-

ples," inasmuch as he was opposed to ro-

moving the northern boundary of Illinois.

The issue for September 10 is dated at

Grand Detour, to which place it was re-

moved on accountof the mail arrangument.i)

—the mail atMt. Morris "being reduced

to a Kcv.khj lionchack'.'*

On tho 7th of October, tho paper was

dressed in mourning, on account of the

death of D. C. Dunbur, its Editor, aged

twenty-eight years.

In the issue for October 14, the Editor

writes of "Our Village," (Grand Detour.)

After boasting of tho healthiness of the

place and the energy of its citizens, he

says

:

"We have two stores, one of which has sokl

npwavils of thirty thousand dollars' worth of

goods the {last season, and furnished a market

i'or a largo tiuantity of wheat, pork and other

produce, and a third to be filled in two weeks.

One yood hotel; two black.smith shops; one

plow factory, tin siiop, cigar factory, one

painter and glazier, two coopt-rs aud two car-

penter shops, two shoemakers, cabinet shop,

broom factory, one wheelwright and wagou-

inaker's shop, one turning shop for both wood

and iron, one tailor, one physician, iScc. : om»

grist and flotiring mill, which turns out for ex-

port from six to eight thousand barrels of flour

per year; one sawmill, and one printing press.

Water-wheels are now lieing put down for ]iro-

pelling a carding and cloth-dressing machine,

and the manufacture of cloth.

"In addition, our water power, which is al-

ready sufficient for present purposes, can b«

I
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Or, iron—Northpni llllnoln—WntUlIc* of ()kU< County -Wlimi>ljiij{ii Kunim-dniiKl Dvtmir Miuiufnulurltut Cuiiniiitiy.

iiiiproVoiKviiliy cvlctil, lunl will 'h' liimllicrst h-
j

lil'ly in luiu' limuli'C'l tlioHMiuid bifln-lrj lo any

-iiii. W(' liimw (,r 111) lowii wlicrc l;l(•(•llllIlic.^ lire ii(iiliiii;j; (if oilior j,'rairi, purU, Ixm'C, ,^c. Tbo
'ictd-r pjifriinizcil tluui li^ro, nn I tlicro U "till

j
luiHnint of iimii-y palil into ilic l.uii.l Oilico

roomfor iHKrc, nrul flicir work \* nmcli i)imm|(jiI."
j

within ttio liisf ycnr, hj ouv nctiml foltlers, ig

Hot fur from Si(M).()(H».

Till' iic\t muiilc'i" iit\uouiH)f.s tlio di'uth

111" till! IJdcKi'ord I'ihit ami tlic dying con-

ditii'ii of tlio f'hiciiyo A)ii> i-hKti,

T!.c iiiliclo oil (jlruiid JJuloui* socma to

)iavo aroiK^cd u citizuii of Orc^dii, lor on

"III iiililiiidii tr> till! IHvev tl'iilu'i'. whIcJi

oxivml.'J IVdiu duo eiul of tim I'lmiuy lo tlio

oiluT, o:i L'i:lici' siilo of lliu Hi.!.'!' iIjT'j tu'o

t\vi.>;4iy-()iK' jrvovcs, contuiiiiiigr fVoin oii'-litilf to

I six scetioii;). or from tliroo Iiiui'lrc'l iiml lifty to

,

' llivoo tlioiis:i!iil oi^rlit liiiMilri'il uii'l foMv iicrcs

' '

_ _
()! tiuilur i'ii''ii ; ami f^o ili'-inlniU'il over flic

"imlliii,^'" lliat town. TIio wriUT givi's
| v.hole as u. accomuioaate ev.rv township in

tiic I'ollowiii"; liusiiicsri Htati>lics ot' tlio
| tiio coiiiiiy

i
wlii.li I'mliniccs twouiv-oui; lown-

jijavo : "One clock and watcliiuakcr, oiio i
sliiii^-inl iiiiiciy-figliL Hoi-iioiis, or (;:.'7Ji) ucrt's,

siiddlor and liarncs.s maker, tliroo carpon- ' ('vtiii'!' ^vc l.rli^'v« is loo lowfv.ii,, iji,. infonim-

torn, two cabinet makers, two iiiiintci's

uud j^laiiior.s, olio turner, oiio wliojlwri^lii,

two masons and jdaHter'-'rH, two fliuo-

inakcrs, one blacksmitli, one cliair maker,

tioii wo imvc lu'cn ul>l« to olitjiin.) ami distri-

liiilod as it ia, it pluc(*>< luvirly evL'vy f|!iartor

8cciion of ])iairio witliiii roaHomihlc iliili'iioc

of limlur, wliioli will _u,ivt' a'-ioiu osu' luro of

timber to every six of jiruiri'j. ^Vo (losigncd

three tailorrJ, ten barberr, two store.-', one
j

to fiiy Homotliiag of onr vilbi^-i's, whii'li aro

HC'Voii ill iiumb'.'r, but want of rtioin pruvente

u.: tlii.'< wo'.'k. Ttio ra;';il jciowlli aii'l seiik'-

iirocery, two taverns, and six iittoniey.s \x\-

law." '
'• - '

Nearly a month later, we lind jiw arti

clo boastiuij of Nortliorn lllinoi.'^, and set-
| couniry in the world."

nuMit of our coiiiily i« uiu^oul.tciHy without a

I

])aralU'l in tlic lii-story of ihe seitlomeul. of any

tint; forth its capiicities and «dvanta;j;es.

ill tlii« article is a stateinont thnt tVoin

•June, IS-U, to November, 1842, the Me-

tiers in this vicinity had paid at the L-uul

oiiico in J)i.\ou, about 5Jl'.<S0,UU0—show-

.iug a rapid progress, as the Hcttloinent oi"

tliis section had coiunicnced only live or

six years before.

The Itiyi's/er for December gives the

following statistics of Ogle county, which

may be well compared with thosw of ihe

present day:

"^Ve liaTC BCTcnteen fiaw-mills, two Dislil-

Icvies, one Seininury of learning, sixteen School

lloufcs and places of public worship, ten

iStoi'es. The estimated (luantity of wheat

raised the present year from three hundred and

The lirst iiumlierof the second volume

is dat;id Jaunary -7, 1S!!5, showing that

omissions had bcMi made during the pre-

vious yeyr. It also piavports to bo "pub-

lished by the Proprietors," bu'. docs uot

inform ua who the proprietors aro.

In February, wo find a notice of the

WinnclxKju Forum, a new Whig paper

then recently started at Ilockford. If

our memory serves us correctly, the Ftf

rum was the immediate predecessor of

one of the papers now published in that

city.

In the latter part of March, wo find an

act incorporating Solou Cumins, Wil-

liam G. Danu and Willard A. House, and

'
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their anHOoiiitos And suoooHsors, as the

** Urond Detour ManufaoturiDg Com-

pany," with a capital of ono hundred

thousand dollars.

On tho loth of Mny, tho names of

Charles II. Lamb and A. G. IIonderHon

appear in tho ptiper as proprietors. Jn

July, Mr. lIoHderson withdraw from the

concern, leaving Mr. hamb in sole eharcre.

No. 2ti, Vol. 2, of tho Jityintrr, dated

August 25, 1848, is tho lust ono wo can

find. No notice is given of its Kuspen-

«ion, and wc arc at a loi<s to know how

much longer it survived—probubly, how-

ever, but a short time.

Wo have before us No. 7, Vol. 1, of tho

llUuni\ Trihune, dated at Grand Detour,

iDeceiiiber 20, 1S44, nnd published by

John W. Sweetlaiid. As this is the only

number we have been nble to obttiiii,

we can give no further inivlligoiice con-

cerning it From its typographical ap-

pearance, w<? shoul J suppose it to be the

/i?'°<7i*,'<<er',? successor. It contains a notice

of the marriage, on the 19th of that month,

by Rev. D. J. Pinckney, of Henry A.

Mix to Miss Catherine J. IJennett.

In looking over the files of the Rorh

Jliver Rfiffister, we have found a great

jBKuny matters which would be of interest

if republished at this time, but our limits

forbid our copying them.

[Note.—The statement on page 51,

that the county seat was located at l)i>:an,

is somewhat erroneous. The fir.-t 'Jiicuit

Court was held there by direction of tlie

County Commissioners, they having the

power to direct where the courts should

be held. The struggle on the question of

a division of the countv. in 1838-9, was

animated and bitter. Potitioos and re-

monstrances were the order of tho day,

and much ill feeling was engendered,

which has not evuu yet died out. Aa
many of those taking part ia thu struggle

aru still living, we prefer to leave the

matter here, without " ruking up" any

old feuds.] . ...i . .. I . .

CIIArTEll XIV. ^,

In IRiJo, George H. Webster and Ste-

pV n Hull .settled in this vicinity. Sev-

eral of Ml. Webster's relatives have since

settled hi/e, a:d tlu; family i.s now quite

nunijrous. Mr. Ilul' .rtai;irge number

of daugliter.s. but ih- oiis. The daugh-

ters are nearly all iiiirri.ul, and now liv-

ing ill tills
,

;• inify.

In 18'{ft Jclin Waterbury nnd Solo-

mon Shaver came to this section to lonk

out a place for settlement. In the fol-

lowing year, they, with six other fami-

lies—those of Wm. Wamsley, Wtn. Nich-

ols, J J. Bcardsloy, Dnncan Grant, Abram

Schryvor andThos. Worden—numbering

in all seventy-two souls, left I^claware

county, N. Y., and came to liufFah'* Grove,

where they settled. They performed the

or ire journey with wagons, and were

seven weeks and two days on the route,

and did not sleep in a house from the

time of leaving home till they nriehed

this point. With the exception of Mr.

Bcardsley, now a resident of Iowa, they

are all still living in the vicinity uf Polo.

Since their arrival, four other 1;iiiiiliop of

Watcrburys have settled hero. Li point

of numbers, the Watcrburys, with their

>l|

r

11
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family connections, exceed any other

family in this section.

The first frame dwelling in Buffalo

<j!rove was erected by Wni. Merritt,

in 1830. This building now stands near

Hon. Z. Aplington's new residence, at

the north end of the town of Polo. The

iirst frame building was a store built by

John D. Stevenson, who brought the first

stock of goods in this section, in 18)};'),

lu LSIJI), .Messrs. Walo.'', Iluiin & Co.

brought aiinrlicr stock in hero.

The tirst blackHinith's anvil ever used in

the Kot;k lliver cuuntry is now iu the

possesaiou of lion. Z. Aplington of Polo,

himself a blacksmith, to whom it was

presented by the venerable John Dixon.

The settlement of the country pro-

gres.'ed but slowly fronj 1837 to 18-1(5.

The land sales occurred in 18-12-0, and

nearly all the money iu eirculalion was

paid out for land. Men were ^selected to

bid oif wUole townships for the settlers,

a:id had an^bouy bid over i|?J.2o [ler acre,

they would have been in imminent danger

of being shot by the pioneers.

The early settlers had mucli diflieulty

with their ehiims. The claims were

made by each one's staking out such land

as hu wanted—as tht! land wiis not yet in

market. A claim committoj was elected,

regulations adopteu for the government

ef the settlors, the clerk of the eommit-

tee keeping a let.ui-d ot' tht; dilferont

elaim.'^ made. The (iovernmeut had sur-

veyed thr land into township.', and the

people subdivided it l\»r themselves. The

liivt com uittee clerk wa« William liling-

wurth, whw was sucorvded by Zei-ias vVp-

lington. The claim committee were often

called upon to remove men who had

"jumped" claims. An old settler re-

lates an amusing story of a claim fight be-

tween V. A. lioguo and F. Cushman on

one side and H. Wales and O. W. Kel-

logg on the other side. Uogue and Cush-

man had drawn a lot of rails to the "dis-

puted territory," intending to fence the

land and thereby secure its possession.

Learning that this had been done, Wales

and Kellogg proceeded to remove the

rails, Kellogg carrying with him a "shil-

lalah." While they were loading up,

IJoguo and Cushman arrived at the scene

of operation. Uogue commenced throw-

inu; the rails off the wasron, while Cush-

man "pitched into" Kellogg and knocked

him down. Wales took up the reins and

•started on a run with his team, liogue fol-

h)wing and throwing oif the rails as last

as he could. Kellogg, as soon as lie was

knoekcd down, promised to leave tins

premises if he should be left alone, lie

started for his coat, whieli was lying on

the gra.s>i near by, beside which lay his

shillaiah. lacking it up, he gave Cush-

man a sound rap over the back. Cush-

man then ran to a pile of rails, and by

flourishing a huge rail about Kellogg,

ended the fight. The cjuarrel about the

claim was finally settled by arbitration.

At the i'l'st session of the Legiblatuvc

held after Jjoe county wr.s separated from

Ogle, a half range of tov.ns was taken

fronj Carroll county and added to Ogle

county on the west.

^York on the Illinois CJentral Railroad

was comuiCiiced in this county in 1852.

An the work progrcs^scd, and the prospect

of itB buiug finished became a certainty,
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business in this gectiou began to improve

at a rapid rate. Zcuas Aplington was the

contractor for the eight miles begiuuiug

one mile south of Polo and extending

seven miles north. In January, 1855,

when the Railroad was completed, there

Avere but five or si.v buildings in the pres-

ent town of Polo. From that time to this,

the town has continued to increase rap-

idly in population and importance.

In the month of October, 1850, the

J'oU) ScKtiiicf, the first Democratic news-

paper printed in Ogle county, was com-

menced by ¥. 0. Au.stin. It lived, how-

(!ver, but about threw nioiith.s.

In the winter of 1850-7, the Legisla-

tnri' passed un act incorporatin.: the tDWii.

The first IJoard of Trustees ci)n:>isted of

•J. H. M.nc,.S. K. Treat, Z. Aplington, (i.

11. Web.-terand (ieorgc SwiiigK^-.

Hon. Z. .Vplington, in 1S54, was the

owner of the principal part of the town,

and he it was who gave it its pnisent

tiunie, in honor of Marco Polo, the Veni-

tian tr.nveler. The name lias at least one

important advantage, in tluit there is not

another town of the same name in tlie

United States.

In June, 1857, the Polo JVaiiKcnpt

was .started by Ohas. Meigs, Jr., who con-

tinued its publication until about the 1st

of April, when the materials were pur-

chased by the proprietor of the Polo

Adviuitisku. On tiie 14tli of April,

1S58, was i«:.ued the first copy of the

0(ftt: Counti/ Banner, It. P. Redfi'.'ld,

Publisher for a joint stock company. On

the 0th of May, the first number of the

Adveutiseii* wub issued, since which

'*S«f udr«rtbKia«nt on second page of tiorcr.

time its publication has been contiaucd

without iDtermission. In January, '59,

Mr. Rcdfield purchased the Banner office,

and at once enlarged the paper. It is a

matter of no small credit to Polo that she

supports her two newspapers, and sup-

ports them well.
i

There are now in Polo two printing-

offices and newspapers, three hotela, nine

grain dealers, seven dry-goods stores, two

drug and book stores,two hardware stores,

two millinery stores, one melodeon fac-

tory, one wind grist-mill, one steals

planin*; mill, three blacksmith shops, two

bakeries, fifteen carpenters, four shoe

shops, three lawyers, two coal yards, one

wagon factory, one wood turner, three;

tailors, one cooper shop, three harness

shops, one tin shop, one paint and oil

store, two painters, two dentists, four

practicing physicians, one furniture room

j
and cabinet shop, four lumber yards.

In 1857, a large and commo iiou. :s-

byterian Church was erected at a cost of

about S10,OOU. It has a b ivcwien'c whi li

is used for the purpose of a lecture r. •. m

.

The upper part is capable of seating five

hundred persons. The building i.-i made

of brick, and is one of the first things to

strike the eye in approaching the town.

Rev. William K. Ilolyoke is the present

Pastor. In .June, 1^58, :i parisii was or-

ganized under the canons of the Protest-

ant Kpiscopal Ciiurch, and called Trinity

Church. It is the design of the Vestry

to erect a handaoite and couiiiiodious

church edifice during the coming sum-

mer. At present they have regular ser-

vices at Union Hall. Rev. Charles J.

Todd is Rector of the parish. The

I I

a
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Methodists have a church edifice at

Buffalo Grove, and hold services on alter-

nate Sabbaths at the school-house in

Polo. Rev. S. F. Denning is their Pas-

tor. Besides these, the Unitarians have

occasional services at Union Hall. The

Methodists, Episcopalians and Presby-

terians maintain hivuij and thriving Sab-

bath Schools.

There are la,i<rc and flourisliiiii; Lodges

of Odd Fellow , (Jood Toinplars and Free

Masons. The tiist-u mcd hold their

meetings at their cwn Ilnll oti Franklin

.street—said to be one of th ; finest in the

State. The Good Templars and Masoiia

hold their services in Uiiir)n Hall.

Among other advantagos possessed by

Polo we uiu^t not fail to notice its Young

>Ien's Association. The Association has

been formed but a short time, but hay

already acquired a I'brary of about one

hundred volumes, to which it is making

large additions. The number of members

is respectable, and constantly on the in-

crease.

There are now two free schools in oper-

ation, and the project of a graded school

is being agitated with a fair prospect of

success. As the town grows, educational

facilities must and will keep pace with

progress in other respects.

The papulation of Polo is now estima-

ted at from seventeen hundred to two

thousand. It is the coi.inerciiil center

of a large extent of territory, drawing a

heavy trade from more than one-half of

Carroll county on the west, and from a

large share of Ogle county on the east.

We know of one house alone whose cash

receipts amount to over fifty thousand

dollars per annum. The business of

Polo is well "backed up" by the sur-

rounding; country, an evidence of which

is found in the fact that there is no sta-

tion on the Illinois Central Railroad

which ships a larger amount of grain in

each year.

The maiiufiicturcH of Polo are just in

their aif;ijicy. During the year 1858,

.^Ic.ssrs. Goodwillie, Jiuimerson & Cairns

oii-ctc'd ii large steam planing mill and

.'^iisli, door and blind factory, at a cost of

.^4,000. In the fall, F. (). Wilder com-

nirncfd tlie manufacture of mclodeons,

pianos and harmoniums, and continues to

increase his business at a fait rvtc. ^lessrs.

(jleo. HujitlcyA: Co. are ..ooii to couimcncc

the maijufatture of ii. K. Frisbee's pat-

ent br<);.<lca,st sower and drill combined.

There i* iw place in tlu- West where a

manufj ctory of agricultural implements

will ^>.j// better than in Polo. An im-

mense number of implements are sold

here e.tch year, which could be as cheaply

manufactured here as elsewhere. We
have 1 10 doubt our citizens would furnish

a l^rg 5 amount of "material aid" to any

such (snterprise. Coal is easily obtained,

timber can be procured near by, while

provi sions and labor can be had much
more cheaply than in the large cities. A
woolun factory is much needed here, and

woul d prove a profitable enterprise to any

one ffho might engiige in it.

B adding materials are plentiful and

ehoj'.p. There are four stoii« quarries in

the vicinity, from which is taken first-rate

blue and gray limestone. Pine lumber

comes from Chicago, and is sold in Vq\o

at low r.i*'"^'

i

I



HIS'TOUY OF OOLE COUNTY. 69

Townsliip Organization—First Wblte Man iu Grand Detour—Hydraulic Company—Plow Manufacturing.
I

isinc3S of

r the sur-

of which

is no sta-

Railroad

grain m

re jast in

ear 1858,

& Cairns

mill and

a cost of

kler coiu-

iclodeons,

iitiimes to

'. Messrs.

;iiiniiicncc

heo'.s pat-

:!onibiued.

where a

jplenients

An ini-

are sold

IS cheaply

re. Wo
d furnish

to any

obtained,

yy, while

ad much

ities. A
lere, and

se to any

iful and

larrics in

first-rate

! lumber

in l*olo

The township organization law was

Adopted in this county in 1849, when

the County Commissioners went, out of

office a«d the roirrol of aflFairs passed

into Oiie hands of Lhe Board of Supervi-

sors. The last Board of Commissioners

•consisted of Wm. Wamsley, Willard P.

Flagg ixml S. W. Coffinan. Zcnas Ap-

lington was elected chairman of the first

Board of Supervisors.

Leonard Audrus was the first white man

•who set his foot upon the site of the pres-

•eBt towa of Grand Detour. He traveled

up the river from Dixon, in a canoe, in

1835, and made a claim at Grand Detour

in the following year. In that year, Mr.

Andrus and W. A, House brought their

fffcmilies to that place. William G, Dana,

Aboos Bosworth and some others arrived

in 1836. The na'ne Grand Detour signi-

fies Great Bend. Rock River forms here,

we believe, the largest bend to be found

a^Dywhcre between its source and its

m^oAtli.

In 1836, tiie Hydraulic Company was

formed for the purpose of improving the

water power and erecting mills. The

Company consisted of L. Andrus, A. Bos-

worth, W. G. Dana, W. A. House, R.

Green and D. ana M. Warner. They

first, in 18«J6, built the saw-mill on Pine

Creek about three miles from Grand

Detour, now known as Dana's Mill. In

^37, they eommeueed building a dam

acrosfi the river at Grand Detour, and a

grist and a saw-mill. These mills were

inot completfe'd until February, '88. In

the latter year, ihe Company made a di-

'vision of the property and started anew.

Solon Cumins, why arr.iypid in that year,

bought one-half interest in the concern.
|

When the mills were finished, Mr. Cum-

ins bought the other half, and has contin-

ued to hold them until the present time.

In the same year, and previous to Mr.

Cumins' making the purchase, the name

of the Company was shanged to Rock

River Mill Company. In 1835, when

Andrus and House arrived at this place,

they did their first cooking in the open

air, with Indians standing around them.

The village of Grand Detour was laid

out in 1836, when there were \mt a few

log cabins. In '37, three frame build-

ings were put up—one for a store, which

was occupied by a Mr. Palmer, which was

also purchased by Mr, Cumins in '38;

the other two were dwellings. There was

als* a store, started in '36, by House &
Green. The settlement of the place, du-

ring the years 1837-8, progressed very

rapidly. Mr, Cumins states that his

purchases of goods during the yeant

1839-40 amounted to #40,000. His

trade was very large, his customers com-

ing from Buff'alo Grove, North Grove,

Cherry Grove and the whole country

about.

In 1839, Messrs. Andrus & Deere

co:nmenced the manufacture of plows ou

a small scale. From that time to this,

the business has been rapidly growing,

until the Grand Detour Plow Factory has

gained a wide reputation throughout the

whole West, Some idea of tiie magni-

tude of their operations may be formed

from tho following statistics : Messrs. An-

drus & Bosworth, the present proprie-

tors, manufacture from forty to fifty plows

per day—making a total of twelve thou-

I

? I

'I
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Nnnd to iiftcon tliounnnd per annum, at a

flftily oxpenso of from J 150 to 1^175, ex-

clusive of stock uHod. Durinij thofinan-

t'inl orlsis of 18r)7, the factory was burned

ilowii and rebuilt in ninety days—an ox-

ample of energy rarely seen save in tbe

West. A market for tlioir plows is

found ill all piU'ts of the West, inolu-

(linej Texas and California; and tbe sitn-

ntion of tbe town, on Hock lliver, aflbrds

rxeellent facilities fttr sbipment.

Tbo (Hipsn/, tbe lirst steamboat on Rock

lliver, made a trip up tbe river in April,

IS;{S. In ISU, tbe LhjhU'r went up tbe

river to Janesville. iSbe made two or

tbree trips, earryinuj freij^bt mostly. So-

lon CnniiMs loaded ber once or twice at

(irand Detour, witb flour. Sbc brou<!;bt
. . .

i>'oods and groceries from St. jjouis.

Some seven or eiirbt years ago,a scbooner

built at Kisbwaukee,ran down tbe river and

cut all tbe ferry ropes. Tbe master was

prosecuted at Ryron, (Irand Detour and

Dixon, but defeated bis prosecutors on

tlio ij- unid tbat Itock River was a navi-

gable stream.

(rrantl Detour is admirably situated as

a manufacturing point. Its water power,

wbiob bas bardly begun to be developed,

is one of tbe bost in tbe State. Rock

Kiver affords excellent facilities for ship-

ping manufactured fabrics to all parts of

the West and Southwest, while, being

»nly four miles from Nachusa Station, on

the Dixon Air Line Railroad, shipments

for the East are readily made. The

steamer Rockford is expected to nmke

regular trips between Dixon and Rock-

ford during the coming season. As the

»»onBtry fills up, we expect to see Grand

Detour growing in size and importance

until it obtains even » wider reputation

than at present.

.\t an early day, Samuel M. Hitt and

Nathaniel Swingley, from IMaryland,

claimed large traetv of land in tbe vici-

nity of tbe present town of Mt. Morri.s.

They were both men of promiiience and

inflnentu', and by tbeir representations

soon induced a large lunnber of IMary-

lander.s to settle around them. They

were not without tbeir claim dilliculties,

however, and prominent among their

'Migbting men" was one iDavid Worden,

a brawny New-Yorker, who was always on

band at any claim tight, lie generally

managed to remove the ''jumpers" with-

out resort to violent means; but if tbe

latter became necessary, bo was certain

to carry his point. Worden is said to

have been a great lover of fair play; and

wluMi any poor man in this section bad

bad his claim jumped by an interloper,

Worden made it a point of honor to re-

ujove the trespasser—peaceably if he

could, but it must be done at any rate.

In the spring of 1830, Rev. L. S.

dark, Roreau and John Clark, a

committee appointed by tbe Illinois Con-

ference of the M. E. Church, located the

Rock River Seminary at Mt. Morris.

The citizens of the vicinity contributed

$10,000 in money and four hundred

and eighty acres of land in order to secure

the location of the Seminary in their midst.

The contract for erecting the building

was taken by J. R. Me(^oy, and on the

4th of July, 1889, the corner stone wag

laid. Dr. J. J. Beatty was Marshal of

the day, and Rev. Alexander Irvine anti

Dutric



HISTOllY or OOliK COUNTY. 71

Corner Stone I<att)~Mt. MorrI* Clktette—Northwcitirn Itepulillritn—Kork Mlvi-r Ht»iiilniirj';

iiportftncc

rputjition

Uitt anti

kliiryluiul,

ilu! vici-

t. J\Iorri.s.

ciice and

it'll tiltioilM

of IMary-

1. Tlu-y

iflicul til's,

njj; their

Wonion,

ahviiysoii

jroiKM'ally

r.s" with-

lit if tlic

.s certain

s 8aid to

hiy ; and

tion liad

itorloper,

or to r(s

y if he

y rate.

!V. li. K.

Clark, a

jois (jon-

Bated the

Morris,

itributed

hundred

to secure

nr midst,

building

[ on the

itonc was

arshal of

vino and

H. N. Hainpio, Esq., were the orntorn. At

that titno, ther« wns not a Bin|;lo human

hnbitation within a mile of the spot where

the foundation was laid. Mr. Mc(/oy,

who WBH to receive iM<»htcon thousand

(lollarH for the job, put tip a h)^ cabin for

the aocomiiiodation of hiF< hands, and this

was the lirst houHO tiroeted in tlio present

town of iMt. iMorriH. In tlio fail of the

Hucooodiiijj; year, the Seminary was opened

in tii« new lmildiii<!;, under the superin-

tcndoncc of Josejih N. ^Va.yjf^onor, I'rincji-

pal, iiyman (yatlin, A.ssiHtant, and MisH

Ooriiejia N. Ilussell, I'rccrjptress. IMr.

Watrcioner is now a bookseller and sta-

nt Oregon.) It npeaVs uIho of the 0(flr

Countt/ (lazfUf, noon to be fltnrted at Ore^

gon, and winhos it prosperity, iVc. No. 4

in dated tfuno 'J!<)th. it 1h handNoniely

printed, on new type, and is, typoL'niphi-

(tally, the most (;ri;ditabl(! Kpeeimon of au

Ojlle county newspaper thai we iiave yei

seen. The C/«;,r//^' only lived until nbovit

the close of the second volume, whcu it

went down.

'J'hti Norf/iwtittrrn Hepuhllran wiis coui-

iiienced in iSf).^), by Atwood k Williams

—at least it was under the control of thos*!

jriMitieiiKMi soiiKi time in tliiit year. We
believ<! tliev<> was a eliiuiLre in the ririii

tionor in (iiilena. Hcv. Joliii Sharp was i before tlu; ])aper wi:s sold. A litth; more

the first Steward of tlu; SiMoiiiary, am]
J

than thi'ee yeiirs niro, Myron S. Harnes pur-

tlio first i*ostmast(!r in the place. I''. (J.
|
chased tliecoiuM'ni and clian<:;i;d tin; name

J'otrie, Mr. Sharp's son-in-law, removed of the paper to huh pnufitit Wdichrnai'

,

to Mt. Morris with him, and for sometime ! which he still cuntinuch to publish,

lived in a barn built by iMr. Sharp. Mr. J*'or sook! years after the establisliincnS

Waf?}i;oiier was succeeded as Principal by
I
of thy institution. Hock Ilivcr Seminary

Prof. J. I). Pinckiiey, who held the post
j

was rather in a lai)iiuisliin;jc condition,

for a number of years.
|
The country was now, money was scarce,

Wc iiavo before us Vol. 1, No. 20, of
|
and the lack of pecuniary nwians mat(t-

thc Mt. Morris Oazcffa, datcid September riaily crippled tho protiress of the school

20, 1850, which would make its lirat is- Thanks, however, to the energy and per-

.suo date in April of that year. It was severance of its friends, prominent aiiiont^

published by J. F. (iroah and edited by was Prof. I'iiiekney, it was carried

Prof. D. J. J'inckney. No. 4;i of the

same volume, dated February 27, 1851,

is the latest i.ssue we can find under the

above "administration." No. i{ of the

second volume bears the names of Bray-

ton, Baker k (!o., as Publishers, and

Prof. Pinckney as Editor, and is dated

May 29, 1851 . It says that there were no

press, type, or printers iu Mt. Morris, and

though the paper was published there it

waspnnteoi somewhere else. (Weprcsumc

I!

r, I

through the "dark days," and is now on

a solid foundation. A new and commo-

dious building for the accommodation of

the school was finished in 185(5, which i«

full largo enough for its wants for ycai'3

to come. Its situation is a most desirable

one. It is is on the summit of one of the

highest elevations in that part of the

country, and from the observatory can bo

seen the town of Polo and much of tLe

surrounding country. Mt. Morris is n

J il
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quiet, ploasant aud healthy village, about

eight miles from Pulo, which is the near-

est railroad station. It is entirely free from

grog shops and tippling houses. The char-

acter of the school as nn institution of learn-

ing is one of the best in the country. The

library and apparatus, we believe, are all

that could bo desired. The Seminary

has probably d«ue more to educate the

people of the Northwest than any other

school in Northern Illinois, and we point

to it with pride as one of the most valua-

ble institutions of which Ogle county can

boast.

The population of Mt. Morris is stated

at from one thousand to twelve hundsed.

The inhabitants are principally from Ver-

mont and Maryland.

The earliest copy we can find of an

Oregon paper is No. 24, Vol. 1, of the

Ogle Count// Gazette, dated November

5, 1851, and edited and published by II.

C. Uurchell,(now Prosecuting Attorney.)

The materials used were the same cm-

ployed on the first volume of the Mt.

3Iorri3 Gazette.. At the close of the first

volume, Mr. BurchcU changed the name

of his paper to Oi/le County lieportcr,

the tiile it still bears. For some time,

the Gazette and Reporter furnished the

only newspaper advertising mediums in

the county, aud we accordingly find adver-

tisements from all parts of the couuty in

their columns.

The Ogle (bounty Agricultural Society

was formed on the 4tli of July, 1853.

The first officers were : Thomas Stinson,

President; E. P. Snow, Vice-President;

James V. Gale, Treasurer; Charles W.
Murtfeltt, Secretary; Henry Sharer, Clark

G. Wait, James W. Johnson, Charles C.

Burroughs, John Edmouds, Managers.

In January, 1854, Mr. Burchell sold

the Reporter establishment to Mortimer

W. Smith, (now Clerk of the Circuit

Court.) Mr. Smith continued its publica-

tion until July, 1857, when E. II. Leg-

gctt took chargo of the paper. Mr.

Leggctt is .still the editor and publisher.

Oregon is the county seat of Ogle

county, and is situated on the west bank

of Hock Iliver, very near the geographi-

cal center of the county. It is surrounded

by bluffs, making a beavtiful valley for

the town site. Its population is between

eight and nine hundred. A substantial

stone bridge is being built across the

river at a cost of nearly thirty thousand

dollars. The water-power here is very

good, though we believe that it has beea

applied only to the running of a saw-

mill. The location of Oregon is a beau-

tiful one, containing as iiuudsome sites

for residences ascan be found auyw here

in the county.

Brookville is the middle township of

the western tier, lying between Buffalo

aud Foreston. The village of Brookville,

0/ the extreme western edge of the town,

is quite a trading point. Close at hand

are Herb's saw and grist mills. From

Haldane Station, in this township, a large

amount of farm produce is annually

shipped. There is considerable timber

in the township and a plentiful supply of

water.

Woosung is the most southern I'ailroad

station in the county, lying just above

the line between Ogle and Lee, in Buffalo

towuyhip. A town was laid out here oq
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the oompIctiuD of the railroad, by 31e&sr8.

Ilocndy and Brimblecom.
{; ,.,

j

Laoc, which, next to Polo, is the most

importaut business point in the county, ii-

situated in Flagg township, in the south-

ern tier of towns, being next to the most

eastern town in the tier. It is twenty-

ty-twowilos from Dixou and eighty-tliree

Vrom Chicaj.'^o, on the Dixon Air Line

llailroad. Luue is one of thot^ lively

<railv(i)ad t "Wns which have spr«Liii^ up, as

it were, in a <Iay, On the compleition of

the Air Line lluad in 1855, the town was

laid out, since which time it has grown

at a rapid rate. Its population now num-

bers from twelve to litteen hundred, and

the ximount of business transacted has

shown a correspoiuliHg increase. The

Leader, tlio first newspaper on the »!ast

side of Hock lliver in this county, was

commenced by John R. Hewlett in the

fall of 1858. It meets with a good sup-

port—a fact no less creditable to the citi-

zens of Lane than to the publisher. The

country surroubdiug the town is well

fitted for farming purposes, being the

broad, rich prairie for which the en^re

Northern portion of Illinois is so famous.

Lane is making rapid strides, and we con-

fidently predict for her a brilliant future.

Dement, in the township of the same

name, lies in tlic extreme southeastern

corner of the county. Con-niderabie grain

and odior farm pruJuce is shipped from

here each year. The village was laid out

in August, 185;., ,l>y Anson Barnuiu and

T. D. ll(j.bcrts(jii, uud now contains u

population of iibmit three hundred and

fifty. It is situated about half way from

f'hieago to the 3Ii.«sis.sippi, on the Dixon

Air Line Iload, and is surrouuded by &
rich, beautiful and productive country.

Adeline, in the township of iMaryland,

in the northern tier of towns, is quite aD

important point. It is about four miles

from Foreston, on Leaf lliver, a small

stream emptying into Hock lliver about

six miles from Oregon. The village was

laid out about the year ISIG, but little

more was done till about 185U, when the

town started anew. I'hineas Helm was

the first merchant^ Julius Smith, now re-

siding at Byron, was ilvi next. There is

a good mill-privilege at ihe place, and a

saw-mill is in operation ihere. Fostler's

grist-mill is about a mile above the vil-

lage. The population of the phice is

about four hundred. The country sur-

rounding it is a high rolling prairie, well

interspersed with timber,, and is most ex-

cellent farming laud. The settlers in the

vicinity are principally from Maryland

and Germany, (jleorge Mitchell, Post-

master.

The town.ship of Foraston is the most

northwestern in the county. It contains

the village of Foreston, which is ten miles

north of Polo and twelve miles south of

Freeport, on the Illinois- Central Kail-

road. The village was laid out in 1854

by the A'ioe President of tlve Central

llailroad, Mr. Neal, who then owned the

town. Suoii after, John Hewitt laid oufe

.a large addition to the town, and com-

meueed selling lots. Four years ago, as

we are informed, there was uut a single

dwelling-house in the place. The llail-

road Company built a passGiigur depot,

freight warehouse and engin.(j' house be-

fore the road was completed.. Since thfe
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rotnplction of the railroad, the town lina

been growinf^ very rapidly. A large

number of dwellings, Btorcs, '.rarcliouflcs;

^c. were erceted in the summer of 185J5.

The country about Forcston is tho rieh,

high rolling prairie prevalent throughout

the county. We set Foreston down as

one of the most thriving and prosperous

towns in tho county. Samuel Mitchell,

PostmaHter; IMatthew J. Ulair, Justice

•of the Pcaco.

of timber, thereby obviating tho moat

plausible objeetiou made against emigni-

ting to the West. Everywhere, tho Boil

is u.Kcellcnt, as the abundant harvests

raised by our cntorprrHing farmers can

testify. Some of the largest yields ever

known in the world have given the soil

of Northern Illinois a name and fame*

abroad that is well deserved. The amount

of farm products annually exported from

' this county is cii'»rmou.«>, anr' .fith a ready

Thf population of Ogle countj in IS4() ' cash market near at home, with land so

was ;),4'7'.); in 1S,')0, it was 10,020; in
,

fertile and cheap, it is no matter for won-

]^^)i}, it wan 1(1, lo(); it is now cfitiniMtrd ' dor that our fanners are growing wealthy

flt over 22,(*IH). Clinrchos and school- at a rate that would astonish their down-
I

Jiouscs are plcntirully diitribnted fliron.:h past friends. The country they inhabit

the county, and twenty-four post-olhces is a rich and beautiful one. while the re-

furnihh snixW faoiliti'.'s.

Ogli' couiity is in no.\t to tho northern

tier of oouFitios. It is about fcvcnlv di-

.'iources of the soil aro not yet half de-

veloped. The countif's lyii;g betwoon

liock River and tho Mi,«;sis.sippi arc gen-

vided br/RoelL Hi vor, which, runs through ' orally esteiMoed as being richer than any

it from nort/h to south. Th.s river and

its tributaries furiii-ih honiv of the best

water powcrti in the We.^t, which have as

yet hardly 'btxsn touched. ^Vhen tliis

power shall •be used to its full extent,

Ogle wiHije found to be one of the best

inanufaetAmng counties in Illinois. The

bankfi of the 'river in many places are sur-

niountbd 'w.'kih blufl's, although in some

places are ifound beautiful, rich bottom

lands. iu:mcdiate!y after leaving the

river on oiihtvi- #1(1?, one coi»os to the

other portion of the State.

This country is as healthy as any por-

tion of tho world'. ('t)nsumption, the

griiii destroyer so dreaded in the Eastern

and Middle States, while fever and at •

is#lmost a thingof the past,, so that emi-

grants from the East need have no fear»

of this unpleasant visitor.

Men of small means, who aro not com-

pelled t« "rough it" on the prairies to

obtain a living, will find in Northern Il-

linois inducements which need only to be

broad prairie—-afi ri.<di prairie^ too, :iy the !
considered to attract them hither. Land

«un ever flkone rpcu

—

wIhto the i*oil h
deep awd stroMg, the: surface undulating

onougk -to ni-nkc it pieturost]ue and

'healthy, -while goo^i spring water is near

.%t hawfi. The fprairies iu this county are

ftbMiJjlyiatersgB-rrsedwiiiJi luxuriant groves I ted as the farmer on the raainUue of »

can be bought at low rates, a ready cash

market is found aft any of the naraeroua

railroad stations with whicli the country

is interspersed, an-d' in ali these respects,,

the owner of a farai hero is as well situa-
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The difference in yield makes an acre of

prairie land equal in value to an acre of

land in the Eastern States, while it can

Ut' purchased forone-half or one-third the

nominal price. Settlers hero find churches

and schools and nearly all the comforts

and luxuries of their eastern homes, at

much less cost. No State in the Union

affords equal facilitiis for the education

of thr fif.ofifr hhIWUw'xs', her Free Schoul

system is her j^reatcst pride.

We have endeavored in the preceding

sketches, to preserve our local nieuids ami

to set f(jrth the rapid prov;rcsfi of our

adopted State and county. I n f lie former,

we have done the best we could, tlioii,ii;Ii

no person can feel more keenly than wc;

do how imperfectly the task lui.s b('(Mi per-

formed. We have at leuMt the satisi'ac-

tion of knowina: that when, in tiie future,

some one iwore competent shall under-

take the task, our labor will not nave

been in vain, and that W(^ have done

something toward coUectincr the materials

for a History of Oqle County.

COUNTY OFFICERS, ETC.

tlfprfwiitAttrp In ConRrcM K. D. Wanhbum"
Stute Suimtar /. AplliiBton.

Iti-prcHrntiitlvc Joshua WhlU>
JikIki- of CtrcuU Court Juhii V. KuiUc^
JidIku of tlia County Court VirKtl A. Kogur.
Cl(>rk nt Circuit Uourt and lUcurdi-r. . . . Mortimer W. SmtUi
Cltrk of tlie County Court Kllu-rl K. Ughl.
Slate'n .Mtorncy Holicrt C. llurchcU

.

('ouiity Trviwurur AlU-rt Woodcoel*
ShtrllT rrfdcri«k O. I'clrle.

County Survdyor Anron Q. Alien

Scliool CuiuniijMiuncr Or. A. K. Ilurd.

Coroner Jolui H. Chapman.
MiiHtcr In Clianfory Jowph Seaw.

i'OST-OFFICFS AND POSTMASTKUS
IN OUI.H rui'NTV.

AiU'IiiiP (icorn* W. Taylnr.

Ilr.H)l»villr David HoOliint.

Kvron (itiirRB <1. Swan
lUvHTiiiu William J. Ml».

Dciiicnt- ThoiniiM Siiiitli.

Ka^'lo roiiit Iliuiipl \V. Fiiircliild.

Kit/. Ilriiry Fri'ciiiftii Woudk-ock

Ki)rc»ti>ii
-

'-
Sariuirl IMItdioll

.

Cimiid Detour Chiiricg TtiriM)p.

\\n\f ..loMluia Wliilr.

Killtmck.... Nutimn K. Ho!««

Kyti- IllviT AiaiiHon D. Clark.

I.liiilciiwoiil IXmlol (JIITord.

l,,i,ie Iprciiiiiih n. Iliirbfi-.

I,,.,. (iunrgo W. Northrop.

MoimlMorrlH Kdwiu-d Davl».

0(5le Aaron Weeki.

OrcfToii KdniiMul V. Sexton.

Piiviie's Point Wlilurd P. Biunp.

Poi.i Oi»r(?e n. U«'ad.

Tiivlor Dexter StocklnR.

\\ii\M Tliomrw niliai-

Whitr Uociv (Icorne Ambrodo

Woosungt William Drl«nblo«o«,
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Reduced Prices!
UMll^ t IMIEI

f
-I

Are now prepared to offer greater inducements
than ever to Oash paying customers, in the line of

READY-MADE CLOTHING,

WINTER DRESS GOODS,

WINTER SHAWLS, &c., &o.

Having just received a large invoice of4he
above goods, which must be dosed out to make
room for our stock of Spring and Summer
Goods, we have MARKED them down to AC-
TUAL COST. ^ :

- We still keep on hand a fine assortment of

GROCERIES, CROCEERT, HATS AUD CAPS,

BOOTS, SHOES, &c..

At such prices as to

T3efy Competition!
Bg^*^ Call and see—at the old stand of H.

Smith, Mason street. Polo, Illinois.
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