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PREFACE TO THE ENGLISH EDITION.

TuE value of a history of the rise and progress of Newfound-

land depends upon the qualifications which its authors possess
for the treatment of the subject, the trustworthy character of
the data upon which their treatise is founded, and the literary
experience which they bring to bear upon the exposition of the
materials they have collected.

As these are the first points that seem to challenge criticism,
a few words of explanation, as to the character, purposes, and
raison d'étre of the present volume, will save time and may
prevent misunderstandings.

Apart from the many varied sources of knowledge which
have been examined in connection with the following pages,
I would lay particular stress upon the capabilities of my
collaborator. A scholar and a traveller, he has probably seen
more of Newfoundland than any man who has contributed to
the literature of its history. A resident in the Island for a
quarter of a century, he has coasted round it, explored much
of it, visited its ports and cities, studied its natural history,
mixed in its social, religious, and political movements, and
generally mastered the subject “Newfoundland” in all its
bearings. A recognized. local authority on all matters per-
taining to the history of the country and its future possibilities,
the Rev. M. Harvey is known to the learned societies of
London and also to the general world of letters.!

! Mr. Harvey's contributions to natural history, especially in conncetion with the gigan-
tic cephalopods, or cuttle-fish, which he was the first to discover and déscribe, excited
much interest in the scientific world a few years ago. He is the author of a popular
volume on literary subjects. He has written the article “ Labrador” in the new edition

of the “Encyclopdia Britannica,” and has in preparation for the same work a descrip-
tive essay on Newfoundland.

(iif)




PREFACE TO THE ENGLISH EDITION.

It will, therefore, be hardly necessary for me to say that, in
the literary partmership involved in this history of Newfoundland,
the Rev. M. Harvey contributes the largest share of authorita-
tive work. For myself, I have brought into the collaboration
a careful revision of facts and opinions, some special investiga-
tions of historical data, and such editorial skill, as is necessary,
for the transformation of unsystematized MS. into the form
and shape of a comprehensive and methodical record. I have
to thank the courteous officials of the British Museum for their
assistance in facilitating my examination of MSS., maps, and
other documents that make up the curious chronicles of the
discovery and early government of the oldest British colony.
London is the centre of stored knowledge. In the production
of this volume it has been found important to have one of its
authors engaged within hail of the British Museum ; while the
other labored amidst the scenes to be described, a living
witness of many of the facts hereinafter narrated. On his side,
by the courtesy of Sir William Whiteway, the Premier of
Newfoundland, Mr. Harvey has had full accessto the archives
of the local government; on mine K have had London as a
Library of Reference. f

It éncoumge(l me greatly, in regard to the necessity and
profit of our joint labors, when the first results of, my inquiries
about Newfoundland proved to be of a very limited character.
I found the Island almost a terra incognita to the majority of
the persons whom I should have supposed to be best actuainted
with it. The latest history was issued in 1863,! and this,
though an excellent work in itself, neither dealt with the
fisheries, the agriculture, nor the mineral resources of the
country ; nor did it attempt to cover the unoccupied ground
of topography; physical geography, and other features of the
Island, necessary to a comprehensive treatment of the subject.

I do not offer these remarks as any reflection upon an
admirable work, but only to emphasize the fact that its scope
was limited, and that, even as an historical record, the chroni-
cle ended with 1860; while to the last decade belongs the

! The * History of Newfoundland,” by the Rev. Charles Pedley. Tondon: Longmans,
18G3.
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most important udvz&cc which Newfoundland hjis made during
its long and singular existence as a of the DBritish
Crown. ”

The story of Newfoundland is one of the most remarkable
episodes in the history of the British Empire. It presents us
at our worst and at our best. Strange instances of bOfficial
tyranny blur the chronicles of the Island’s rise and progress.
On a smaller field Freedom has had almost-as hard a battle in
Newfoundland as that which was necessary to establish her
supremacy at home. Not that the islanders fought and bled for
the privileges they now enjoy. They did not win their liberties
with pike and gun. The pomp and circumstance of war flung
no halo of glory about their political achievements. Toiling
and suffering, they bore their many ills with a patiengloyalty to
the HHome Government that deserved the quick reward which it
did not receive. To-day, however, no English ministry can
look back upon the maladministration of the country, without a
desire to redeem a past of cruelty and neglect, by a present
conciliatory watchfulness over Newfoundland’s future interests.
The special grievances of the people, the unique position of the
colony, the attempt to make it a mere fishing-station and
training-ground for the Navy, the curious anomalies of the
local and imperial laws under which the people labored ; all
these subjects are considered and illustrated in the following
pages.

In the active efforts that were made, for more than a century,
to suppress the colonization of Newfoundland, coercive laws
were supplemented by libels on its climate and soil. The
English merchants, who used it as a fishing-station, published
it abroad as a land given over to sterility and fog. Officials of
the Home ‘Government encouraged these reports, When, in
spite of them, infatuated emigrants found their way thither,
they wereforbidden either to build on the land, or to obtain any
proprietary rights in the soil. Every summer the Fishing Ad-
mirals took possession of the Island, with incontestable power
to use or to destroy any huts, stages, or buildings, which the
inhabitants might have erected near the coast. In the autumn
the fishing-fleets sailed away. On arriving in the English ports
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the captains were punished if they did not bring home again as
many men as they had taken out.

During the pleasant days of summer the Fishing Admirals
and their crews made the country a howling wilderness. Win-
ter found it a solitude and a desolation. Yet, strange to say,
there were people who clung to its inhospitable shores. Such
Law and Justice as existed there at all, went aw ay every
autumn, \\1tll the migratory merchants and admirals. The

“Freedom of License reigned one half the year, the Tyranny of
Irresponsibility the other. Justice was held in greater respect,
wln-u Law was absent, thgn when ignorant and interested skip-

pers ‘administered it on the quartcrdccl\s of their commercial

ships.

Men flying from troubles at home, unfortunate traders, exiles
for conscience’ sake, adventurers to whom settled government
means chains and shackles ; these and such like found shelter in
Newfoundland. By degrces, as the laws relaxed in regard
to settlement, and the tyranny of the Fishing Admirals waned,
the population grew from a few hundred families to a few
thousands. With the broadening of the opportunities of labor
and enterprise it increased, from eighty thousand in" 1814,
to something approaching, at the present time, two hundred
thousand. - Little better than a mere fishing-village up to
the end of the last century, Newfoundland is to-day a thriving
community. The time is not far distant when it may rival,
in wealth and status, the most important of Epgland’s colonial
possessions.

Discovered three hundred years ago, Newfoundland has only,
in these latter days, been explored. Thé result of scientific

investightion proves that it is endowed with all the possibilities

of mineral and agricultural wealth. The geological survey,

condugted over a period of seventeen years, dissipates the libels

of those conspirators of the past who wished to keep the Island
as a mere curing stage for cod. Rich in useful minerals, New-
foundland has fertile belts second to none in the New World.
Seventy years ago it was unlawful to build a house on the
Island without Government permission. _It is within quite a

recent date that s'(el(ling there and cultivating the s¢il have been
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tolerated
structed |

“name, fr

of years
has made
more tha
satisfactic
of the clc
with. the
required.
At that
which to |
of the rap
date of t
recprd, fo
more, it i
hitherto n
ocean-trav
centres of
able, the
the junctic
America,
counting 1
forty-eight

. which are

landers ar
intelligent
promised t
As a fie
labor and
advantages
surveyors,
is no doubf
the cultivaf
grazing lar
of acres of

I8 neggessar,
~ way systen

)




me again as

g Admirals
ess. Win-
1ge to say,
res. Such
way every
irals. The
['yranny of
ter respect,
ested skip-
commercial

lers, exiles
rovernment
1 shelter in
in regard
als waned,
to a few
s of labor

in" 1814,
o hundred
e up to
a thriving
may rival,
I’s colonial

d has only,
[ scientific
ossibilities/
ul survey,

s the libels

the Island
rals, New-
w World.
ise on the
in quite a
have been
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tolerated. Half a century ago there were no regulatly con-
structed roads in the country, and hardly a house worthy of the
‘name, from an English point of view. It is within 4 score
of years that anything like commerce, outside the fish-trade,
has made a mark on the rising towns and cities ; and it is little
more than a year ago that, in a journalistic capacity, I had the
satisfaction of cabling from New York {0 London the first news
of the closing of a definite agreement for providing the Island
with. the one great factor of commerce which her organizagign
required.

At that time Newfoundland had no railway. . As material on
which to base prediction of future success, and as an example
of the rapidity of modern progress, I am informed that at the.
date of these introductory words to an interesting historical
recprd, forty-five miles of road are open and at work. Further-
more, it is probable that the time is not far distant when this
hitherto neglected English colony will be the half-way house of
ocean-travel between the Old World and the great industrial
centres of the New, -The. resting-place of the, first Atlantic
cable, there is every reason to believe that it is destined to be*
the junction of sea-travel and land-transit between England and
America, sh’rtening the ocean voyage to four days, and dis-
counting the present time between I']nglm‘)d and New York by
forty-eight hours. =~ Given these probabilities and ‘thé certainties

. which 4re already historical, it will be seen that the Newfound- *

landers are oh the high road o that good fortune which every
inte]ligent traveller, uninfluenced by political interests, has
promised them.

As a field of emigration, more particularly for investment of
labor and money in agricultural pursuits, Newfoundland has
advantages which are set forth on the suthority of ‘practical
surveyors, mineral and agrictltural, in succeeding pages, - There
is no doubt as to the excellence of the soil, in the interior, for
the cultivation of agricultural products ; while the value of the
grazing lands, that are scattered here and there over thousands
of acres of fertile valleys, is equally beyond question. All that
is nggessary to their development is the completion of the rail-

» way system now in course of constyuction, which will bring
/

)
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Newfoundland farms neaé, by several days to the markets of
England, than any other competing districts of the American
continent. The /mineral prospects of Newfoundland are mnot
hehind those of agriculture. It is already the fifth on the world’s
list of copper-exporting countries. Holding a foremost place
among fishing industries, its coasts are the theatre of exciting
adventures belonging to the garnering of the ocean harvests.
Ardent sportsmen seek its forests and streams in pursuit of  fin
and fur.” The geologist is busy among its hills and valleys. Min-
ing prospectors are examining the tracks of the Government sur-
veyors. The first locomotives are running from the capital to
the adjacent towns. A tide of emigration is evidently on the
eve of setting in upon its shores. No complete survey of its
history and condition, its physical geography, its fishing and
other industries, its mineral and agricultural resources, its
government, its laws, manners and customs in the past and
present, its prospects in the future, has ever before bheen
attempted. The book now presented to the reader is therefore
a cultivation of hitherto unoccupied ground. The result may
not be in all vespects satisfactory. But as a pioneer volume it
is entitled to friendly consideration. Apart from studies made
for it upon the spot, almost every known work, printed or in
manuscript, relating to Newfoundland has been consulted in the
course of its preparation for the press. These have included
Parliamentary papers and Government despatches in the archives
of the British Museum and Record Office, journals of the
House of Assembly and Customs’ returns at St. John’s, news-
paper records, and private letters. No source of possible in-
formation has been overlooked. To gather the facts thus col-
Jected into an interesting shape, and within reasonable compass,
has Ween no light task; with which suggestion of excuse for
any shortcomings the authors present to the world this new
history of England’s oldest colony.

JOSEPH HATTON.

Loxpox, January, 1883.
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PREFACE TO THE AMERICAN EDITION.

Tue proposal which has been made, by Messrs. DoyLE AND
WiarrrLE, of Boston, Mass., to reprint “Newfoundland — the
Oldest British Colony”— has been to me a source of much
gratification ; and it is with pleasure I accede to their request,
to sanction their enterprise by writing a preface, and revising
the text of the English edition.

It may be well to state that the request referred to has been
made to me on the ground that the principal portion of the
labor in preparing the volume, of necessity, devolved on, me,
being a resident in Newfoundland and  acquainted with the
country ; while my able and esteemed collaborator, Mr. Hatton,
aided in the way which he has described in his preface to the
original edition.

To have their works republished in America is, at the
present time, justly regarded by English authors as one of the
highest honors which can be conferred on them; and is also
generally accepted as a proof that the work to which such a
compliment is paid must be possessed of some especial merits.
In the case of the present volume, which has been favorably
spoken of by the leading literary organs in England, and so
well received:there that a second edition will soon be neces-
sary, it is specially gratifying to me and my colleague to
find that, a few months after its appearance in England, an
American edition is projected. In order to recommend that

(ix)




PREFACE TQ THE AMERICAN EDITION.

edition to the attention of the American public, I have carefully
revised, not only the descriptive and statistical portions, but

also the historical section, with the view of rendering the
volume a reliable book of reference on all matters connected
with the country of which it treats. I have brought down the
various returns and statistics to the latest dates, and I have
added an Appendix, in which will be found some valuable in-
formation not contained in the English edition.

It will be to me a matter of great satisfaction if the present
volume should prove instrumental, to any extent, in making
known to the people of the Great Republic of the West, the
condition and capabilities of an island which, though so near
their shores, is so little known, or rather is so generally mis-
known, not only in America, but also among the people of
England. The preparation of the book, which involved no
small amount of toil, has been to me a labor of love. Should
it aid in attracting attention to the splendid natural resources
of the country, and thus promote their development, and tend
to advance the prosperity and happiness of its people, I shall
be amply rewarded. I can truly say that I have spared no
pains in securing accuracy in the various statements and details
which relate to the resources, the trade and industries, and the
general condition of the island. My aim has been to present a
full and trustworthy account of the country at the present time,
and also to trace back historically the causes which have
operated to bring about the condition of things which we
now find to exist.

Newfoundland is united by many ties to the Republic of
America. When .dire calamity had overtaken its capital, by
the ravages of fire, the people of Boston and other places sent

prompt and generous aid, —a deed of kindness which is still

gratefully remembered. In her dark and suffering days many
of her children sought and, found a refuge in the United States ;
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and now, in most of the great cities of America, Newfound-
landers are to be found, many of them occupying positions of
honor and trust, and still cherishing kindly remembrances of
the sea-girt isle in which their early days were spent. The ties
of commercial interest, also, are eonstantly extending. At the
present time Newfoundland imports from the United States
products of various kinds to the value of $2,214,000 per
annum, and sends thither annually fishery products valued at
$300,000. More than fifteen per cent. of the entire volume of
her trade is with the United States.

Newfoundland has now entered on a course of self-develop-
ment, and has at length got fairly into the groove of progress.
Her prospects were never so bright and cheering as at the
present hour. She has at length obtained the grand lever of
all progress, —a railway, which will extend year by year,
open up the fertile lands for settlement, and produce a material
and social revolution which will be conducive to the advance-
ment of her ‘people. Mining is rapidly extending and home

industries are multiplying. A considerable rill from the great

stream of emigration rushing past her shores to the West will
P o »

speedily be directed to her fertile valleys. She is now free and
self-governed, and her people feel that their destinies are in
their own hands. What her political future may be, in the
ages to come, it would be vain to conjecture. The duty of the
present hour is to turn to account those great natural advan-
tages which have lain dormant so long, and thus raise the
country to a higher level,of prosperity and social progress.
Should this volume help forward such results, in any humble
measure, the labor bestowed on it will be more than recom-
pensed. For many years I have been endeavoring, through
the medium of the periodicaldpress of the day, to dispel the
false impressions which have been so generally prevalent re-

garding the country, and to make it known as it is. The
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L]
results of many years’ study of the country are now collected

in the present volJme; and my earnest hope is that it may
prove useful, not only in- diffusing correct and reliable infor-
mation abroad, but also in leading the people of Newfound-
land to think more_ highly of the land of their birth or
adoption, to entertain a firmer confidence in its future, and
to cherish more warmly that patriotic spirit which is the

mainspring of all true progress.

M. HARVEY.

St. Jonx’s, aniouxnunn,
August 23, 1883.
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NEWFOUNDLAND.

PART 1.

HISTORICAL RECORD.

CHAPTER 1.
FROM THEIDISCOVERY OF THE ISLAND TO THE FIRST
ATTEMPT AT SETTLEMENT.
[1497-1583.]

Discovery of Newfoundland — The Cabots and Columbus — Unrecorded advent-
ures — Royal parsimony — Sebastian Cabot’s last hours — Holbein's portrait
of the great navigator — Sir Humphrey Gilbert’s expedition — Taking pos-
session of the island in the name of Elizabeth — Fatal conclusion of the

enterprise — Loss of the ‘‘ Squirrel” with Sir Humphrey Gilbert and all
hands.

At daybreak on the 24th of June, 1497, the welcome cry
of " Land ho !” from the masthead of the * Mathew ” of Bristol
proclaimed the discovery of what is to-day England’s oldest
cotony. The warning of the look-out was responded to by a
round of British cheers from thé dedk below. The tight little
pioneer ship, one-of the small cur%vuls of those days, was
manned by West-Country sailors. Her commander was John
Cabot. His first officer was his worthy son Sebastian. At this
period Amerigo Vespucci, whose name was to give a title to the
New World, had not yet made his first voyage across the Atlantic.

The importance of Cabot’s discovery can hardly be overrated.
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It gave to England her claim to' the sovereignty of a large
portion of North America. It inspired her first impulse of
colonization. - But for the Cabotsy Spain would no doubt have
monopolized discovery in N()rtll)ns well as South Awerica.
It is worth while inquiring how they were led to this grc:?
achieveément. '

The close of the fifteenth century was marked by the grand-
est event of modern times —the discovery of the New World
by Columbus. The news broke on men’s minds with startling
effect. The noblest and the most daring spirits of Europe
were stirred to their depths. The impulse to explore the won-
ders and the mysteries of the land, the outer curtains of which
Columbus had just raised, fired thousands of brave hearts.
Among’ those who felt this kindling impulse most keenly were
John Cabot and his son Sebastian. The fathey was born of
Italian parents. Venice was probably his native city. There
are those, however, who claim this honor for Bristol. At all
events, he lived there for many years, and his son Sebastian
was born and bred in that ancient port.! Of this great navi-
gatory little is known beyond the fact that he was a thoughtful
man. Ambition led him far beyond the mere routine of busi-
ness. The maritime discoveries of the time engrossed his
constant attention. His son Sebastian, who with his father
was destined to achieve a fame second only to that of Colum-
bus, inherited his father’s predilections, and entered at an
early age on a seafaring life. When the news of the famous
Spaniard’s great discovery flew from nation to nation, filling all
Europe with wonder, it inspired the ambition of these two men
with a desire to rival his achievements. Pondering the sub-
ject deeply they came to the conclusion that, by taking a
north-west course, instead of following the track of the great

1 ¢ What countryman originally was John Cabot? As we have scen, he only becomes
a Venetian citizen in 1476. 'Was old John Stow right in calling him a Genoese, or was
he after all an Englishman, who for some service had this honor conferred upon him,
even as William Gold had ? For aught that appears to the contrary, I,(}. himself might
have been born in Bristol; and not many years since we were assungd there were several
deeds in the muniment-chest of St. Thomas, in this city, of Henry VIL's reign, which
were attested by some of that name. Unfortunately, and though most diligent search has
been made after them, it has been hitherto unsuccessful.” — *“ Life of Sebastian Cabot,”
by J. F. Nicholls, City Librarian, Bristol.
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DISCOVERY OF THE ISLAND.

navigator, which led him to San Salvador, they would discover
new lands, and perhaps find a shorter passage to the Cathay of
Marco Polo, one of the leading objects of maritime adventure
in those romantic days. When the news of Columbus’s discov-
ery reached England, Henry VII. must have been sorely
chagrined to find that he had missed the proffered honor of
having his name transmitted to posterity, as the patron of the
illustrious navigator, whose discovery would have entitled his
Majesty to be proclaimed, as Spain was, master of a new
world beyond the western seas. When, therefore, John Cabot
and his son proposed to the king a voyage of discovery, from.
the port of Bristol, to regions far north of those which Colum-
bus was then exploring, the English monarch lent a willing ear
to the offer. The ambitious navigators were speedily granted
“letters patent,” sanctioning their undettaking. This legal
instrument, however, shows that the parsimonious monarch left
the whole expenses ,of the expedition to be borne by the Cabots
and their Bristol connections.! Being competent to meet such

a heavy expenditure is a proof that they were not only pos-

sessed of considerable wealth, but were ready to adventure it
with their lives for the glory of their adopted country.

Early in the month of May, 1497, the Cabots took their
departure from the port of Bristol, turning the prow of their
vessel to the north-west, and traversing seas before unfurrowed
by European keels. Never, perhaps, was a voyage of discov-
ery, the consequences of which. were so far-reaching, entered
upon with less pomp and circumstance. The voyage of Colum-
bus has had thrown around it a glamour of poetry and romance.
History has carefully gathered into her golden urn every inci-

'The Sir Peter Thomson MSS. in the British Museum mention a third son of John
Cabot in connection with the first expedition. The terms of the entry are as follows : =

“Anno 1495, TInd King Henry VII. Letters Patent were granted to John Cabot of
Venice, to Lewis, Schastian, and Sancins, sons of the said John, and to their heirs and
deputies, to sail with five ships upon their own proper cost and charges to seek out,
discover, and find whatsoever isles, countries, regions, or provinces of the heathen which
before this time hath been unknown, to cause to set up our ensign there and reduce them
to our jurisdiction,” They were restricted to sail from Bristol and only to arvive at that
port (*“ one-fifth part of the net profits of such voyage or voyges for the King's use "),
while others were prohibited from attempting such discoveries on forfeiture of their ships
and goods, and the king's subjects and officers were commanded to give good assistance
to the said John Cabot and his sons as well on land as on sea,
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dent connected with the great undertaking, and eloquent pens
have told the thrilling story in every variety of picturesque
detail. . But of the voyage of Cabot, fraught with such vast
consequences, we know almost nothing. No diary was kept on
board * The Mathew.” The records of the enterprise which have
come down to us were written long afterwards, and are of the
most meagre and unsatisfactory description, *The English,”
says Carlyle, " are a dumb people. They can do great acts, but
not describe them. "Like the old Romans and some few others,
their epic poem is written on the earth’s surface : England, her
mark.” Without flourish of trumpets, Cabot and his English
seamen sailed away into the unknown waste of waters. Of the
difficulties and hardships which they encountered in crossing
the Atlantic in much stormier latitudes than those through
which Columbus’s course lay, we know absolutely nothing.
The commander gave to the world but little account of what
took place beyond the bare results of his voyage. We do not
know much more of it than may be set forth in the laconic rec-
ord that on the 24th day of June following the departure from
Bristol, the glad cry of “ Land ho ! ” was heard, and that Cabot
named the headland which he saw, “ Prima Vista.” A Bristol
manuscript, which has survived the wrecks of time, chronicles
the discovery'in the following curt terms: “In the year 1497,
the 24th of June, on St. John’s Day, was Newfoundland found
by Bristol men, in a ship called " The Mathew.” The ancient
historian does not even mention Cabot. Such is fame among
contemporaries! A new continent is discovered, and the
chronicler of the day is careful to record the name of the ship
in which the discovery was made, but of the commander,
whose genius and courage directed the enterprise, he says
nothing.

An interesting inquiry here presents itself: What part of
the New World was first seen by Cabot, and named by him
“Prima Vista”? The common account is that it was some
part of the island of Newfoundland, most probably Bonavista,
now the northern cape of Trinity Bay, in latitude 48° 50/ N.,

the name “Prima Vista” having been afterwards changed to
onavista.” In confirmation o is view it is stated tha
“B " Rl firmat f this view it tated that
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DISCOVERY OF THE ISLAND.

there is a small rocky islet called Baccalieu off this part of
the coast, and that Cabot, according to Peter Martyr, called the
countries adjacent to the fishing-grounds Baccalaos, from the
local abundance of codfish, for which this was said to be the
native term. This, however, is now known to have been a
mistake. The aborigines of the continent called codfish apagé,
while those of the island named them bobboojoret. Baccalaos was
the name given to it by the Basques long afterwards. In the
second chapter of “Don Quixote” the word occurs in the fol-
lowing sentences: “That day happened to be Friday, and
there was nothing in the house but some fish of that kind
which in Castile is called abadexo, in Andalusia baccalao, and
in some parts curadillo.” *The landlord produced some of
his ill-soaked and worse-cooked baccalao.” The old Basque
name for dried cod was therefore in general use in the days of
Cervantes. Another account is that the land seen by Cabot
was part of the Labrador coast, and that “the island opposite
to it,” mentioned in an inscription on an old map, was that
part of Newfoundland near the northern end of the Straits of
Belle Isle. The doubt and difference of opinion regarding this
point have arisen from the imperfect character of the contem-
porary records. Happily, however, for students of American
history, all doubts on this subject have been removed by the
discovery a few years since of a map made.by or under the
direction of Sebastian Cabot, and bearing the date of 1544, This
valuable chart, as will be seen by the accompanying illustra-
tion of a section of it, places the * Prima Vista ” near the east-
ern point of the present island of Cape Breton ; and as the Gut
of Canso had not then been discovered, the island on the map
forms a part of the present Nova Scotia. As Sebastian Cabot
was his father’s companion and assistant on this voyage, and
was famous for his skill in chart-making, this map must be
considered as the most trustworthy of the earlier charts of the
coasts.” It is probable, from a letter of Lorenzo Pasqualio, a
Venetian merchant then residing in London, which contains
the best account extant of Cabot’s first voyage, that after
passing * Prima Vista,” the eastern point of Cape Breton, he
steered in a, north-westerly direction, passed through Nor-
thumberland Strait, round Prince Edward Island (which is
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laid down quite correctly in the map), sighting the coast near
Miramachi, then turned his prow north-easterly till he fell in
with the Labrador coast, passipg-t6~the north of Newfound-
land, homeward thmu;_:l}ﬂié Straits of Belle Isle. In this
map, by Cabot, Newyfoundland is laid down as a group of
islands, possibly from imperfect sights of its high lands ob-
tained in foggy weather, which would make it appear to a
voyager a cluster of islands rather than a single one. The
fact remains, however, that Cabot was the discoverer of the
island on his first voyage; and also of the continent of
America.

On the 3d of February, 1498, the king granted a new patent
to John Cabot, authorizing him to sail with six ships “to the
lande and isles of late found by the said John in oure name
and by oure commandement”; and ordering “all and every
oure officers, ministers, and subjects to succour the said John,
his deputy,” etc. This second patent does not seem to have
been designed to supersede or revoke the former in any way,
but merely to have been a supplementary commission. John
Cabot did hot go out on the second expedition, which was en-
trusted to Sebastian, then but twenty-three years of age, and
who from this time took the place of his father as a discoverer.
According to Peter Martyr, on this second voyage he sailed
along the coast of Labrador, to the latitude of 60° N., where
he says he found the longest day eighteen hours. Deterred
by immense masses of floating ice and by the intense cold,
Sebastian turned his course to the west, refitted at the Bacca-
laos, or Codlands, which embraced Newfoundland, Nova Scotia,
and Cape Breton, and coasted south to the 38th degree, whence
he returned to England. Thus, by right of discovery, this,
oreat man secured for England on this voyage “a claim to
the whole coast of America from the burning sands of Florida
to the ice-bound shores of Hudson’s Bay.” In a third expe-
dition he is said to have sailed as far south as Cuba. Colum-
bus gave to Spain® domains ten times greater than her own;
but the voyages of the Cabots must be ranked as of equal
value, as far as the interests of England were concerned.

It is curious to note how the news of these discoveries of
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the Cabots was received in England. On théeir return from
the first voyage the king presented John Cabot with a gra-
tuity of ten pounds. In order that posterity might not forget
his liberality, he made an entry of it in the privy-purse ac-
counts in the following brief words: * August 10th, 1497 —
To Hym that found the New Isle, 10.” The most careful
researches in the English achieves have failed to bring to
light any other official notice of the discovery. It is but fair
to state that, in purchasing power, ten pounds were then equal
to forty pounds in our day, though it must be allowed a con-
tinent was cheap even at that figure. In this confused world
genius must usually be content with other rewards than fame
or money. What renders Henry’s stinginess more flagrant
was the fact that in the patent he granted to the Cabots he
stipulated that the enterprise should be carried out “ upon

. their own proper costes and charges”; but that “the foresaid

John and his sonnes and heirs be bounden of all the fruites,
gaines, and commodities growing. of such navigation, to pay
unto us, in wares or money, the fifth part of the capital gaine
so gotton,”!

-If Henry knew how to drive a bargain, His Majesty’s sub-
jects seemed to have properly appreciated Cabet’s setvices.
An old letter has been brought to light in Milan, written by
Lorenzo Pasqualio from London on the 23d of August, 1497,
a few days after Cabot’s return to his brothers in Venice, in
which the writer says: “ This Venetian of ours, who went in
a ship from Bristol, in quest of new islands, is returned, and
says that 700 leagues hence he discovered terra firma which is
the territory of the Great Cham. The King is much pleased
with this intelligence. He has also given him money where-
with to amuse himself, and he is now in Bristol with his wife,
who is a Venetian woman, and with his sons. His name is

! Messrs. W. C. Bryant and 8. H. Gay, in their excellent * History of the United
States " (1876), take a more liberal view of this entry in the privy-purse expenses of the
king than other historians; and, while we hgve followed the beaten track in this respect,
we are inclined to think there is much justice in the opinion that it is probable the entry
does not refer to Cabot; but that “it is quite likely-the King should have sent or given
with his own hand such a reward to a sailor who.from his faithful watch at the masthéad
was the first to cry “Land ho!’ on the coast of Nerth America.”
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DISCOVERY OF THE ISLAND. ; 9

Zuan Cabot; and they call him the Great Admiral. Vast
honor is paid him, and he dresses in silk; and these English
run after him like mad people, so that he can enlist as many
of them as he pleases.”

There is no record of John Cabot after this period. It is
probable that he did not long survive his first famous voyage.
His son Sebastian remained for a number of years in England,
but at length he entered the service of the King of Spain, and
again engaged in maritime discoveries. Exploring the Plata
and Paraguay rivers, he discovered Brazil. When Edward VT.

SEBASTIAN CABOT.

A

ascended the throne he returned to England, and was appointed
chief pilot of the kingdom. For many years he was the life
and soul of British maritime enterprise. In company with
others he first opened up the trade with Russia. He died in
his eightieth year, in London, but no man knows where his dust
reposes. The only record we have of his closing hours is by
his friend Richard Eden, who tells us that when bound for that
country where there is “ no more sea,” “ the ruling passion” was
“strong in death.” It would appear from Eden’s
narrative as if he had loved the sea so well, and played with its
wild waves so long, that even in his last moments the music of

in his case
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the ocean was in his ears. In the wanderings of his fevered
fancy he spoke of a divine revelation to him of a new and infal-
lible method of finding the longitude, which he was not permitted
to disclose to any mortal. The dying seaman was again, in
imagination, on his beloved ocean, over whose billows his in-
trepid youth had opened a pathway, and on whose mysterious
secrets he had pondered for threescore years. Then he entered
the quiet haven where the storms are hushed for evermore.

No monument has ever been erected to perpetuate the
memory of one of the noblest and bravest men who ever trod

JACQUES CARTIER.

the deck of an English ship. He gave a continent, to Envland
and in all that wide region tlncle is not a cape, cha(ll-md
harbor called by his name, except one small ishand off thc
eastern shores of Newfoundland, which,*a few years Apr(), by an
act of the local government, exchanged a very vulgar\name for
the honored one of Cabot’s Island. <The navy nnd cpmmerce
of England received from him their first onward m)p\llw but
no one can point to the few feet of earth which, in refurn for
all his services, EnZland gave as a resting-place for his ashes.
His maps and discoveries, never publhh(,d to the world, were
allowed to sink into oblivion. There is still in one\of the
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private collections of England, a portrait of Sebastian Cabot,
painied for Edward VI. by Holbein. It was published some
vears ago by My, Nicholls, of the Bristol Library, in a tributary
brochure to Cabot, and the accompanying engraving is a partial

reprodection of it. ¢ N

'or alinost a century no attempts were mﬁdu by Englishmen
. o]

to follow up the discoveries of their countrymen in Newfound-
land. They did not even share in the harvests of the local seas.
They were at that time engaged in a lucrative fishery on the
coasts of Iceland. The Portuguese were the first to turn their
attention to the northern regions discovered by ®abot. Gas-
pard Cortereal ranged the coast of North America in 1500, djs-
covered and named Conception Bay and l’ortug!!an’c,M-w-
foundland, and established the first regular fishery of its shores.
Seven years after Cabot’s discovery, the fishermen of Normandy,
Brittany, and the Basque Provinces were engaged in the cod
fishery, on the banks and along the coasts of Newfoundland.
The Basque fishermen gave the name Cape Breton to the east-
ern promontory of the island, which afterwards extended to the
whole. In 1517 forty sail of Portuguese, French, and Span-
iards were engaged in the cod fishery. In 1527, John Rut, an
English captain, wrote a letter which is still extant, to Henry
VIII., from the haven of St. John's, Newfoudland, in which
he says that he found there eleven sail of Normans, one*Breton,
and two Portuguese barques.* In 1534, Jacques Cartier, the
celebrated French navigator, whose enterprise discovered and

. secured Canada for France, circumnavigated Newfoundland,

explored the Bay of Chaleurs; unfurled the lilies of France at
(raspé, and in a second voyage ascended the St. Lawrence as
far as Montreal. It was on this second voyage that he and
Roberval, his assistant in the enterprise, met in the harbor of
St. John’s. In 1578, according to Hakluyt,' the number of

'The Hakluyt MSS. in the British Museum contain the following interesting state-
ment ; -

‘“In the year 1536, 28th of K. Hen. the 8th, Master Hore and divers other gentlemen
made a Voyage to Newfoundland their Names were as follows.

‘ Master Wickes a Gentleman of the West Countrey of 500 marks by the year.

‘ Master Tucke a Gentleman of Kent.

“ Master Tuckfeild
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vessels employed in the cod fishery had increased to four hun- and {1
dred, of which only fifty were English, the remainder being Bom

French and Spanish. A et
Up to this time no attempt had been made to colonize New- har 1
P ichborine ls S. v N o g

foundland or any of .the 1.10.1011 boring lands 'I:he ?mrd) fisher for At
- men of various nationalities, among whom Englishmen were dia o0
now much more numerous than formerly, were in the habit of captai
frequenting the shores of the island during the summer, and RRAE

using the harbors and coves for the cure of thelr fish, returning e
h()me with the products of their toils on the approach of winter. beots
Eighty-six years had passed away since Cabot’s discovery, and in the
we now arrive at the year 1583, a memorable date in the history seund
of Newfoundland. On the 5th day of August in that year, wearii
there were lying in the harbor of St. John’s thirty-six vessels trunk.
belonging to various nations, Portuguese, Spanish, French, and of ool
English, all employed in fishing. In addition to these there } sther
were four English war-ships, which had arrived the day before. of De
They were the “ Delight,” the “Golden Hind,” the * Swallow,” ' 't() ol
“ \lmur Thomas Buts t‘xc son of Sir Willm Buts Knt of Norfolk wcl, is yet alnc aad B
(15689) and from whose mouth I wrote most of this relation. Saliida
“ Master Hardie 'ﬂ,“““, k
“ Master Biron ' Body wl
“ Master Carter v 'im )
“ Mastér Wright ¢ lﬂvm _‘

“ Master Rastall Serjant Rastall Brother Oration
¢ Master Ridley and divers others which all were in the Admiral called the Trinitie a ”“im m'
ship of 140 Tons wherin Master Hore himself imbarked. book o
“In the other ship named the Minion went Master Armigil Wade a very learned ni"'l\n th
Gentleman, Father to Master William Wade now clerk of the Privie Counsell. lh:‘ Polii
“ Master Oliver Dawbeney merchant of London. Vitaling
“ Master Joy afterwards Gentleman of the King’s Chnppell with divers other of St ‘lvc:
good account. The whole number that went in the above two ships, were about 120 h(‘lulw.ir
persons, wherof 30 were gentlemen. they cmbarked from Graves End the End of April men ;f'
1536. In about two months sailing they fell ip. with Cape Breton — from thence they Bathe. a
sail'd N.E! to Penguin Island wch is very full of Rockes and stones and great Birds white lmn-'u‘r.
and gray colour as big as Geese. they took some of the Birds and killed some Bear's. himklill
this Island is in the Lat of 50 d. Master Oliver Dawbeney inform'd Master Ri(jhmwl Hakluyt
Hakluyt the followg particulars. that after their arrival in Newfoundland and having from l;ii
bene there certain days at Anchor He saw a boat with Savages, rowing towards them to “Th
gase upon the ship and our people. they manned their ships boat in order to have taken of this ¢
them. but they fled to an Island in the Bay and escaped our men — they found a fire and necessity
a side of a Bear on a Wooden spit. also a Boot garnished on the Calf as it were with raw own pun
silk. also & great Warm Mitten. “Whilst they lay there they were in great want of provis- “Kin
jon and that there they found small reliefe. more than that they had from the Nest of an by our
Osprey (or Eagle) that brought hourely to her Young great plenty of divers sorts of 4. ster]
fishes. But such was the famine amongst them that they were forced to eat raw herbs Reign 1!
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FIRST ATTEMPT AT SETTLEMENT. 13

and the * Squirrel.” Early on this morning boats were lowered
from the English ships, and the commanders and officers went
on shore. Soon a goodly company had assembled on the beach,
then lined by a few rough wooden huts, and “flakes ” or stages
for drying cod. The rough inmates of these huts gathered round
the company that had landed from the English ships; and the
captains and officers of the other vessels were there by special
summong, very curious and motley group was that which
then stood on the beach of¥8t. John’s harbor —swarthy,
bronzed sailors and fishermen of Spain, Portugal, and France,
in the costumes of the sixteenth century. Soon a circle formed
round one commanding figure—a man of noble presence,
wearing the richly slashed and laced doublet, velvet cloak,
trunk-hose, and gay hat and feather which constituted the dress
of gentlemen in the days of Queen Elizabeth/ This was no
other than Sir Humphrey Gilbert, one of the gallant knights
of Devonshire. - He unrolled a parchment scroll, and proceeded

“to read the royal patent authorizing him to take possession of

and Roots. which they sought for on the Maine; But the reliefe of herbs being not
sufficient to satisfie their craving appetites. when in the deserts in search of herbage: the
fellow killed his mate while hee stouped to take up a root, and cutting out peices of his
Body whom he had murtheréd, broyled the same on the coals and greedily devoured them.
by this means the company decrcased, and the officers knew not what was become of
them — the reason wherof was at last discovered. Upon which the Captain made Notable
Oration, containing how much these dealings offended the Almighty &ec. &c. he exhorted
them to repentance and besought all the Company to Pray. that it might please God to
look on their present miserable state, and such was the mercie of God, that the same
night there arrived a French ship in that port, well furnished with Vittaile, and such was
the Policie of the English, that they became masters of the same, and changing ships and
Vitaling them, they set saile for England. they saw many Islands of Ice and arrived at
8t. Ives in Cornwall the latter End of October. from thence they departed to a castle
belonging to Sir John Luttrel. where M. Thomas Buts and M. Rastall, and other Gentle-
men of the voyage were very friendly intertain'd: after that they came to the Earle of
Bathe, at Bathe. and thence to Bristol, so to London. M. Buts was so changed with
hunger and misery that Sir William his Father and my Lady his mother did not know
him. till they examined a Wart he had upon one of his knces, as he told me Richard
Hakluyt of Oxford himself to whom I rode 200 miles to learn the Truth ef his Voyage
from his own mouth as being the only man alive that was in this discoverie.

“The French-men complain’d to K. Hen: the 8th in a few months after their arrival.
of this affair. and the King hearing the great distresse his subjects were In. and the
necessity there was to do as they did. paid the French-men full recompence out of his
own purse. vide pa 519.

“King Edward the 6th for the gheat and acceptable service done and to be done, unto us
by our beloved servant Sebastian Cabot. settied an Annuitie or yearly revenue of £160 13s,
4d. sterling on said Sebastian Cabot. dated the first of January in the 2nd year of his
Reign 1548,
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Newfoundland, on behalf of his royal mistress, and exercise
jurisdiction over it and all other possessions of the Crown in the
same quarter. Twig and sod were presented to him in feudal
fashion, .and, in the name of Queen/ Elizabeth, he solemnly
annexed the island to the British Elni)ir@. The banner of Eng-
land was then hoisted on a ﬂ:lgstu/ﬁ, the royal arms, cut in

/

SIR HUMPHREY GILBERT READING HIS COMMISSION.

lead, were affixed to a wooden pillar, near the water’s edge, and
the ceremony was complete. The grant gave Sir Humphrey
Gilbert jurisdiction for two hundred leagues in every direction,
so that the limits included Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, part
of Labrador, as well as the islands of Newfoundland, Cape
Breton, and Prince Edward Island — a right royal principality.

This Sir Humphrey Gilbert, the first settler in Newfoundland,
who, with some two hundred and fifty followers from Devon-
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shire, had arrived with the view of making the western wilder-

tness a home for Englishmen, was a son of Sir Otho &Gilbert, of

‘ompton Castle, Torbay. His mother was a’ Champernoun of

urest Norman descent, and * could probably boast of havine in
] g

jer veins the blood of Courtneys, Emperors of Byzant.” Sir
I

Otho had three sons by this' ladf, John, Humphrey, and
/

Adrian, who all proved to be 1{«\ of superior abilities. They

were all three knighted ’hy Eligabeth, a distinction which, com-

SIR HUMPHREY GILBERT.

‘
ing from the hands of the great queen, marked its recipient as
a gentleman and a brave warrior: Sir Otho died, and his
widow -married Walter Raleigh, a gentleman of ancient blood,
but impoverished, and at the time living at Hayes, a farm in
the parish of East Badleigh, Devonshire. To her second hus-
band the fair Champernoun bore a son whose fame was destined
to be world-wide ; and who, in a period more prolific of great
men and great events than any before or since, played a gal-
lnt part, and was also knighted, as Sir Walter Raleigh, by
|
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Queen Elizabeth. Not many women could boast of being the
mother of four such sons. Thus, Sir Humphrey Gilbert and

Sir Walter Raleigh were_half-brothers. Raleigh was brought

up at the farmhouse of Hayes, while Gilbert and his two
brothers lived in Compton Castle, near Torbay, and were
trained in the simple and manly yet high-bred ways of English
gentlemen. When Humphrey Gilbert grew up he embraced the
profession of arms, and won high distinction in continental and
Irish wars. At length, in his mature manhood, he and his distin-
guished half-brother, Sir Walter Raleigh, formed the design of
first colonizing Newfoundland, and then the neighboring islands
and continent. Hence we find him on the 5th of August, 1583,
standing on the beach in the harbor of St. John’s. Sir Walter
Raleigh had embarked on the same expedition, but a Iontngious
disease broke out on board his ship which compelled his return.

The enterprise of Sir Humphrey Gilbert was worthy of a
heroic and patriotic nobleman. It was, nevertheless; doomed to
end in disaster and death. In prosecuting further explorations
one of Sir Humphrey's vessels was wrecked and the whole
crew perished. The little fleet had struggled with contrary
winds for many days. Eventually the * Delight,” the largest
vessel, drifted into the breakers on a lee shore and struck upon

the rocks. She went rapidly to pieces. Seventeen of the

crew got into the long-boat, and, after seven days, fifteen of
them reached port. But the captain, Morris Browne, refused
to leave the ship. * Mounting upon the highest deck,” says the
ancient chronicler, “he attended imminent death so unavoid-
able.” The other vessels stood out to sea and saved them-
selves. As winter was approaching and provisions getting low,
Sir Humphrey deemed it wise to steer for England. He had
planted his flag on board the " Squirrel,” a little cockleshell of
ten tons, and though earnestly entreated to go on board the
larwer vessel, the “ Golden Hind,” he refysed to abandon his
brave comrades. A great storm overtook them near the
Azores. The “ Golden Hind ” kept as near the * Squirrel ” as pos-
sible, and when in the midst of the tempest the crew saw the
#allant knight sitting calmly on deck with a book before him.
They heard him cry to his companions, *Cheer up, lads, we
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are as near heaven at sea as on land!” When the curtain of
night shrouded the little bark, she and her gallant crew disap-
peared beneath the dark billows of the Atlantic. Thus per-
ished Sir Humphrey Gilbert, scholar, soldier, colonizer, philos-
opher; one of the noblest of those brave hearts that sought to
extend the dominion of England in the New World. '

WRECK OF THE *‘‘ DELIGHT.”

To Newfoundland this sad loss was irreparable. Iad Sir
Humphrey lived to reach home, no doubt he and Sir Walter
Raleigh would have renewed their efforts at colonization ; and,
profiting' by past errors, would have settled in the island men
of the right stamp. Sir IHumphrey Gilbert’s failure was the

result of a succession of uncontrollable disasters. Fully ap-

preciating the immense value of the fisheries of Newfoundland,
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he seems to have been thoroughly impressed with the idea that
the right way of prosecuting those fisheries was to colonize the
country, and conduct them on the spot, whereby he would
have established a resident population, who would have com-
bined fishing with the cultivation of the soil. It was a depart-
ure from this policy, and a determination, at the behest of
selfish monopolists, to make the island a mere fishing station,
that postponed for many weary years the prosperity of the
colony, blighting the national enterprise, and paralyzing the
energies of the people.
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EARLY STRUGGLES IN PEACE AND WAR.

CHAPTER II.

EARLY STRUGGLES IN PEACE AND WAR.
_ [1683-1697.)

Famous adventures on sea and land — Raleigh and . Drake — Lord Bacon
declares the Fisheries to be ‘ more valuable than all the mines of Peru " —
“ Whitbourne’s Discourse and Discovery of Newfoundland” — Lord Balti-
more’s settlement — Curious association of a myth of the Middle Ages with
the New World — Sir David Kirke clears the French out of Newfoundland
and captures Quebec — *‘ Settling” under difficulties — Barbaric laws —
Struggles between the resident and floating populations — French and Brit- 4
ish rivalry — * Between two fires.”

'

UxpeTERRED by Sir Humphrey Gilbert’s disaster, the indomi-
table Raleigh (who had only been prevented from sharing in
his expedition by a contagious disease which broke out on
board his ship and compelled his return) was soon at work
with fresh undertakings.! In 1584 he obtained a patent from
Queen Elizabeth very similar to that which had been granted
to Gilbert, and, having fitted out two ships, he sailed for North
America, where he planted a colony, called Virginia, after the
maiden queen. Some twenty-five years afterwards the Pilgrim
Fathers landed on Plymouth Rock, and laid the foundation of
the New England States. Thus was the work of colonization,
begun by Sir Humphrey Gilbert, energetically carried forward
by those who followed in his footsteps. Massachusetts, Mary-
land, the Carolinas, Pennsylvania, New Hampshire, and Maine
followed in due time as seats of colonization. Let us see,
meanwhile, how Fortune dealt with Newfoundland.

For twenty-seven years after the failure of the Gilbert ex-
pedition no fresh attempt was made to establish a colony in the
island. During this interval fishermen of various nationalities

! Sermon by Canon Farrar on unveiling the Raleigh window, presented to St. Margaret’s,
Westminster, by American citizens, May 14, 1882.
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continued to frequent its shores, attracted by the finny treasures
of its surrounding seas. In 1584 the bold sea-rover, Sir
Francis Drake, was despatched with a small squadron to New-

‘foundland, where he made prizes of a number of Portuguese

vessels laden with fish and oil, and carried them to England.
The attention of English adventurers in connection with the
fisheries was once more directed to the island. There is a
record of one Richard Strang, of Apsham, who, in 1593, fitted
out two vessels for the purpose of taking walruses on the south-
west coast, where at that time these animals were met with in
great numbers, though they have long since disappeared. In
1597, or exactly the centenary of Cabot’s discovery, we find
some London merchants fitting out two armed vessels, which,
after fishing for awhile on the Banks, arrived at the island of
Ramea, on the southern shore. Encountering here several
French and Spanish vessels, they fought and took them, and
carried one of them to Gravesend with a valuable eargo of fish
and oil.  One of the English vessels was wrecked off Cape
Breton.

While England was laying the foundations of the New
England colonies, France was extending her sovereignty over
Canada, together with the sea-bordering countries of Acadia
(Nova Scotia) and Cape Breton. Newfoundland, lying in the
immediate track of these French possessions, and being the
first land usually seen by vessels sailing thither, very early
attracted the attention of the French, who made many attempts
to plant settlements on its shores, although the sovereignty of
the island rightfully belonged to Great Britain. The French
were actively engaged in the prosecution of the fisheries in the
neighboring seas. Their success in this direction strengthened
their desire to gain possession of Newfoundland. Hence it is
that in the history of the country France has always been an
important factor. Having from time to time held possession of
various points of the land, England’s persistent rival in these
latitudes has given names to many towns, villages, creeks, and
harbors. To this day Newfoundland has not completely shaken
off French influence, as by virtue of ancient treaties they still
enjoy certain fishery rights on part ‘of jts shores. French
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colonization in North America began in the reign of Francis I.,
who gave a commission to Roberval. Sully, the able minister
of Henry IV., saw the advantages likely to flow from coloniz-
ing Canada, and he renewed Roberval’s commission in favor of
the Marquis de la Roche, who was appointed the king's licu-
tenant-general in Canada, Newfoundland, Labrador, and the
Bay and River of St. Lawrence. After him came Chauvin anil
Champlain, who, in 1608, founded Quebec, the capital of “ New
France.”

SI0 WALTER RALEIGH.

Two years later, in 1610, another attempt was made to plant
a colony of Englishmen in Newfoundland. John Guy, a mer-
chant, and afterwards mayor of Bristol, published=in 1609
pamphlet on the advantages which would result to England
from the establishment of a colony in the island. This publi-
cation made such a deep impression on the public mind that a
company was formed to carry out the entérprise it suggested.
The most illustrious name on the roll was that of Lord Bacon,
the apostle of experimental philosophy, of whom Macaulay
says, " turn where you will, the trophies of his mighty intellect
are in view.” The importance of Newfoundland, as a site for
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an English colony, did not-escape the wide-ranging eye of
Bacon. He pronounced /its fisheries “ more valuable than all
the mines of Peru,” a jqﬁigmel‘lt which time has amply verified.
With Bacon there were associated in this enterprise the Earl
of Southampton (Lord Keeper), Sir Daniel Doun, Sir Percival
Willoughby, and a number of other noblemen and gentlemen.
To this company James I., by letters patent dated April, 1610,
made a grant of all the part of Newfoundland which lies be-
tween Cape Bonavista in the north and Cape St. Mary. Mr.
Guy was appointed governor, and with a number of colonists
he landed at Mosquito Harbor, on the north side of Conception
Bay, where he proceeded to erect huts. He behaved with so
much kindness to the aborigines as to completely gain their
confidence. We have no authentic account of the progress of
this settlement, begun under such favorable auspices, but it
proved unsuccessful from some unexplained cause. Guy and
a number of the settlers returned to England, the rest remain-
ing to settle elsewhere in the New World.

Five years afterwards, in 1615, Captain Richard Whitbourne,
mariner, of Exmouth, Devonshire, received a commission from
the Admiralty of England to proceed to Newfoundland for the
purpose of establishing order among the fishing population and
remedying certain abuses which had grown up. Such an ap-
pointment clearly indicates that the trade and fisheries had now
fallen chiefly into the hands of the English, as the Admiralty
would not take cognizance of abuses and crimes committed by
the subjects of another king. On his arrival in St. John’s,
Captain Whitbourne held a Court of Admiralty, and received
the complaints of one hundred and seventy masters of English
vessels of injuries committed in trade and navigation. This
furnishes trustworthy evidence of the flourishing state of the

English cod-fishery at this early period. It was shown that

there were upwards of two hundred and fifty English vessels,
having a tonnage of fifteen hundred tons, engaged in the fish-
eries along the coast. Fixed habitations extended at intervals
along the shore from St. John’s to Cape Race. Paths cut
through the woods enabled the people to communicate with the
harbor of St. John’s, where vessels from England supplied the
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people with provisions and other necessaries in exchange for the
produce of“the fisheries.

Captain Whitbourne is a noteworthy character in English
maritime history. He was one of the race of seamen who,
in the days of Elizabeth and James, laid the foundation of
England’s naval supremacy, and opened a way to those distant
lands which are now the happy homes of millions of men and
women of English descent. A brave man, he was just as ready
and willing to fight as to sail a ship. When the Spanish Ar-
mada invaded England, he fitted out a vessel for the defence of
his native land at his own cost. He was one of Elizabeth’s gal-
lant band of Devon captains who dashed out of Torbay into the
very midst of the Spanish galleons as they passed. He had
spent forty years in trading to Newfoundland, and had formed
an almost romantic attachment to the country. He was present
at St. John’s when Siir Humphrey Gilbert took possession of the
island on behalf of his sovereign. Having done what he could

“during the active part of his life to promote its interests, on his

return to England, in his advanced years, he wrote an account
of the country, entitled, “ A Discourse and Discovery of New-
foundland,” with the view of inducing Englishmen to settle
there. The shrewdness, honesty, and good sense of the writer
are apparent on every page of this book. He was almost’the
first to say a kind word for Newfoundland, and to make known
to Englishmen the natural capabilities of the island. His book
made & great impression at the time, and gave a strong impulse
in favor of settling in the country and working its fisheries by
means of a resident population. So highly did King James
think of the volume that he ordered a copy to be sent to every
parish in the kingdom. The Archbishops of Canterbury and
York issued a letter recommending it, with the view of encour-
aging emigration to Newfoundland. Thus two hundred and
sixty years ago, Newfoundland was a name on the lips of
Englishmen. The island loomed large and important in the
eyes of statesmen. Whitbourne, in his little book, told the
people of his day, very truly, that the soil of Newfoundland
would grow abundantly * corn, cabbage, carrots, turnips, let-
tuce, and such like,” when cultivated, and that it yielded spon-
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-

taneously “ fair strawberries and raspberries, and many other
delicate berries,” in great abundance. He further told them
of the immense herds of deer that roamed over its hills and
valleys ; of hares, beavers, foxes, otters, bears ; of plump par-
tridges and wild geese and dudks; but above all of the “pen-
guin,” as big as a goose, which, in vast flocks, covered many of
the small islands and were met with in large numbers as far out
as the Banks. The last reference is to the * great auk,” now
numbered among the extinct birds, but in Whitbourne’s day it
abounded in the Newfoundland waters. For the last eighty
years not a single specimen of the great auk has been seen, and

there are but a few skeletons of this singular bird in all the-

museums of the world. Of the abundance and excellence of
the fish Whitbourne wrote in rapturous terms ; and then, waxing
enthusiastic, he asks : “ What can the world yield to the susten-
tation of man which is not to be gotten here? Desire you
wholesome air, the very food of life? It is there. Shall any
land pour in abundant heaps of nourishments and necessaries
before you? There you have them. What seas so abounding
with fish? What shores so replenished with fresh and sweet
waters? How much is Spain, France, Portugal, Italy, and
other places beholding to this noble part of the world for fish
and other commodities ! Let the Dutch report what sweetness
they have sucked from thence by trade. The voices of them
are as trumpets loud enough to make England fall more in love
with such a sisterland. I am loath to weary thee, good reader,
in acquainting thee of those famous, fair, and profitable rivers ;
and likewise those delightful, large, and inestimable woods ; .and
also with those fruitful and enticing hills and delightful valleys,
there to hawk and hynt, where is neither savage people nor rav-
enous beasts to hinder their sports.” ! The official circulation of

1t is only during recent years that a geological survey of the island has been made;
and it is as curious as it is satisfactory to know that scientific investigation has substan-
tially demonstrated the truth of Whitbourne’s representations in regard to the natural
resources of the country, which he gave to the world two hundred and sixty years ago.
Only of late have people been convinced that the island contains fertile belts, noble pine-
forests, extensive coal-fields, and vast mineral treasures. To take a single example, it was
not till 1871, when Mr. Murray, the director of the geological survey, made it known that
the valley through which flows the largest river in the country, the Exploits, is capable of
maintaining in comfort a population of seventy thousand. He describes it as being sev-
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Whitbourrie’s book made a deep.impression on the public mind
in England, and probably led to the next attempt at colonizing
the island. -

A year after the departure of Whitbourne, in 1623, by far
the most skilfully-organized effort to carry out the. settlement
of Newfoundland was made, under the guidance of Sir George
Calvert, afterwards Lord Baltimore. He wasa Roman Catholic
gentleman of Yorkshire, educated at Oxford, and for many
years a representative of his native county in Parliament.
Advanced to the honors of knighthood under James I., he
discharged the duties of one of the Secretaries of State with
universal approval. His capacity for business, his/ industry
and fidelity, are acknowledged by all the historians of the
period. He shared largely the popular enthusiasm of his coun-
trymen in favor of “ plantations” in America, and when Secre-
tary of State he obtaineda patent conveying to him the lordship
of the whole southern pgninsula of Newfoundland, together with
all the islands lying wi}jlin ten leagues of the eastern shores, as
well as the right'of fishing in the surrounding waters, all
English subjects having, as before, free liberty of fishing.
Being a Roman Catholic, Lord Baltimore had in view to pro-
vide an asylum for his co-religionists who were sufferers from
the intolerant spirit of the times. The immense tract thus
granted to him extended from Trinity Bay to Placentia, and
was named by him Avalon, from the ancient name of Glaston-
bury, where, it is believed, Christianity was first preached in
Britain. It is curious to find in Newfoundland a trace of one of
the myths of the Middle Ages. The tradition ran that Joseph
of Arimatheea took refuge in Britain from the persecution of the
Jews, carrying with him the Holy Grail, *“the cup, the cup
itself, from which our Lord drank at the last sad supper with
his own,” and that he arrived at Avalon, afterwards Glaston-
bury, in Somersetshire, and there founded a church, on the
site of which the great abbey of St. Albans was subsequently

enty miles in length, and from two to ten miles in breadth ; almost free from swamps and
boulders, having forests of pine, birch, and fir of the best quality, its soil, in most places,
being equal to the best of Lower Canada. Mr. Murray may be said to have discovered
this fine valley, through which the railway from St. John’s to Hall's Bay is to pass; for
previous to his description of it no one knew or cared anything about its capabilities.
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erected. Here stood the ancient Roman town of Verulam. To
perpetuate the memory of these traditionary events in the New
World, Lord Baltimore called his Newfoundland province
Avalon and his first settlement Verulam. The latter name, in

course of \time, became corrupted into Ferulam, and then into

the modern Ferryland. At this spot, on the eastern coast of
Newfoundland, about forty miles north of Cape Race, Lord
Baltimore planted his colony, and built a noble mansion, in
which he resided with his family during many years. He also
erected a fort for the protection of the settlers. The utmost

JAMES 1.

care was taken in selecting emigrants, and in promoting among
them habits of economy and industry. No expense was
spared, £30,000—a large sum in those days — being spent in the
settlement. But the high expectations thus awakened were
doomed to disappointment. The soil around Ferryland was
unfavorable for cultivation, and the settlement was incessantly
harassed by the attacks of the French, who had now obtained a
footing at several points in Newfoundland. Lord Baltimore, at
length wearied out by these adverse circumstances, quitted the
shores of the island, and returned to England. He speedily
obtained from King Charles a grant which led to the coloniza-
tion of Maryland, where he founded the city of Baltimore. The
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charter of this new colony, drawn up by himself, showed that
in wisdom, liberality, and statesmanship he was far ahead of his
age. The Catholic Lord Baltimore was the first to establish in
Maryland a constitution which embodied the principle of com-
plete liberty of conscience and the equality of all Christian
sects, together with popular institutions on the broad basis
of freedom. What is more, the colony actually did adhere
strictly to these professed principles.

Soon after the departure of Lord Baltimore, Viscount

¢

Falkland, Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, hoping to permanently .

increase the scanty population of Newfoundland, sent out a
number of emigrants from that country. At a later date, these
were so largely reinforced by settlers from Ireland that the
Celtic part of the population at this day is not far short of
equality in numbers with the Saxon portion. In 1638, Sir
David Kirke, one of Britain’s bravest sea-captains, arrived in
Newfoundland, and took up his abode at Ferryland, where Lord
Baltimore had lived. Sir David was armed with the powers of

"' Count Palatine over the island, having obtained from Charles
I. a grant of the whole. He took with him about one hundred
men, as the nucleus of a colony. Before leaving his native
land, he formed a company to carry on fishing operations in his
newly-acquired territory. Several patriotic noblemen person-
ally shared in the work and aided him with money.

Sir David Kirke had previously won high honors in the
service of his native country. At Gaspé Point he had, with
a squadron of three ships only, captured twenty French ves-
sels, under the command of the renowned De Roquement. In
a second expedition he made a clean sweep of all the French
settlements in Canada and Acadia, and took Quebec; yet,
through the imbecility of Charles I., who reinstated the
French in the positions they had thus lost, England had to
reconquer Canada at an immense expenditure of blood and
treasure, and to capture once more the city of Quebec, — this
time with the loss of the gallant Wolfe. Kirke's reward for

his bravery was knighthood and the grant of the whole island’

of Newfoundland. He governed wisely, and used every effort
to promote the colonization of the country. His settlement
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prospered greatly. The Civil War, however, broke out in
England, and Kirke, being a stanch loyalist, all his possessions
in Newfoundland were confiscated by the victorious Common-
wealth. By the aid of Claypole, Cromwell’s son-in-law, Kirke
eventually got.the sequestration removed, and, returning to
Ferryland, died there in 1655, at the age of fifty-six.

At this time Newfoundland contained a population of three
hundred and fifty families, or nearly two thousand inhabitants,
distributed in fifteen small settlements along the eastern coast.
These constituted the resident population; but, in addition,
there was a floating population of several thousands, who fre-
quented the shores during the summer for the sake of the fish-
eries, which had now attained large dimensions. As early as
1626 one hundred and fifty vessels went annually to the island
from Devonshire alone ; and the French were even more active
than the English in carrying on the fisheries. While the inex-
haustible wealth of the adjacent seas added greatly to the
importance of the country, in another way it proved to be
locally injurious. Yt retarded for more than a century the
settlement of the island, and gave rise to social disorder and
flagrant misrule. The fisheries, as far as the English were
concerned, were carried on by merchants, ship-owners, and trad-
ers residing in the West of England. They sent out their ships
and fishing crews early in the summer. The fish caught were
salted and dried ashore. When winter approached the fisher-
men reémbarked for England, carrying with them the products
of their labor. They considered it their interest to discourage
the settlement of the country, as they wished to retain the
harbors and fishing-coves for the use of their servants while
engaged in curing the fish. All settlers on the land were
regarded as interlopers. The most strenuous efforts were made
to keep the resident population within the narrowest possible
limits. In this way there sprang up a strong antagonism
between the merchants and traders resident in England, whose
servants were sent out to prosecute the summer fisheries, and
the few settlers who were striving to cultivate the soil. The
struggle between these contending interests forms a dreary
chapter in the history of Newfoundland. The wealthy mer-
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chants, baving the ear of the Home Government, were able to
gecure the enactment of unjust and - oppressive laws which
effectually prevented the colonizafion of the island, and pre-
served it as a mere station for the cure of fish. Under the plea
that the fisheries must be preserved as a nursery of seamen for
the British navy, the various successive governments, at the
instigation of the fishing merchants and traders, promulgated
laws prohibiting settlement within six miles of the shore, for-
bidding any one to proceed to the country as a settler, and
ordaining that all fishermen, at the close of the fishing sea-
son, should return to England. Masters of vessels were com-
pelled to give bonds” of £100 to bring back such persons as
they took out, and "all plantations in Newfoundland were to
be discouraged.” This oppressive policy went on for more
than a century. Even so late as 1797, we find the governor
for the time being sharply rebuking a sheriff for having, during
his absence, permitted a resident to erect a fence, and order-
ing certain sheds, designed for the shelter of the inhabitants,
to be removed, and prohibiting others to “erect chimneys to
their sheds, or even light fires in them of any kind.” With
such laws in force, the wonder is, not that the colony did not
advance, but that any resident population should have been
found to occupy its shores. Progress, of course, was out of
the question. The ill-used residents could not legally enclose
or till a piece of ground, or repair a house without a license,
which was rarely granted. They were thus compelled to look
to the stormy ocean as the sole source whence they could draw
a scanty subsistence. Yet, in spite of all these difficulties and
discouragements, the sturdy settlers clung to the soil, com-
bated the *adventurers,” as the merchants were called,
increased in numbers, and eventually obtained freedom of
settlement and a relief from oppression. In the teeth of unjust
laws, designed to degrade a fine island larger than Ireland to
a mere stage for the curing of fish, the population increased
tenfold in ninety years. But if, as in the case of the neigh-
boring provinces, colonization had been helped and encouraged
from the outset, Newfoundland would to-day be in the front
rank of British colonies. Only seventy years have elapsed
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since the repeal of the oppressive enactments under which the
country suffered, and the progress of the colony in that time
has been most satisfactory. Still, the injury inflicted by the
unhappy policy referred to, was felt long afterwards, and in
many ways. A state of antagonism and embittered feeling
between those desirous of permanent settlement, and the fish-
ing-merchants who wished to keep the country and the fisher-
ies as a profitable monopoly in their own hands, was thus
fomented during a long time. Misrule, anarchy, and turbu-
lence, spread among the people who were outside the pale of
law, and all attempts at civilization were steadily discouraged.
From self-interest, those who wished to prevent colonization
systematically misrepresented the natural resources of the
country. They proclaimed to the world that it was a barren
rock, fit only for fishermen’s accommodation in drying their
nets and curing their fish. Even to this day such an idea of
the country is largely prevalent, and it is only of late that cor-
rect information has been obtained and diffused.

The policy of repression and discouragement began in 1633,
its source being the notorious Star Chamber. To this court
the merchants and ship-owners of the West of Enghfnd, who
wanted to keep the island as a preserve of their own, addressed
a petition, requesting legal enactments to preserve order and
repress crime. The Star Chamber proceeded to legislate, but
their enactments were altogether one-sided, being directed to
conserve the interests of the merchants and ship-owners. Nei-
ther the personal nor the material received the smallest con-
sideration. The code by which Newfoundland was to be
governed, among other things, enacted that *if a man killed

other, or stole to the value of forty shillings, the offender was
tad be brought to England, and the matter was to be tried by the
Earl Marshal, and if the fact was proved by two witnesses, he
was to suffer death. No person was to deface or spoil any stage,
cook-room, or other building. The master of the ship that
first entered a harbor was to be admiral of the same for the
season. No person was to steal any fish, salt, or provisions
belonging to the fishing-ships, or rob the nets. The company
were to assemble themselves on Sundays to hear divine ser-
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vice. The mayors of Southampton, Weymouth, and certain
other towns were to take cognizance of all offences or crimes
committed on the soil of Newfoundland.” This last enactment
is a curious specimen of the jurisprudence of those days, and
shows how scanty was the amount of justice meted out to the
resident population. In 1660. the same court confirmed the
enactments of 1633, and made the following additional provi-
sion: “ That no master or owner of any ship should transport
any persons to Newfoundland who were not of the ship’s com-
pany, or such as were to plant or settle there.” In support of
this provision the Lords of the Privy Council issued an order
to the magistrates of the western ports to take care that no
shlpmusfers carried any but the ship’s company to Newfound-
land, or those engaged in the fisheries.

Repeated efforts were made to have a governor appointed
for the island. The merchants and ship-owners vigorously
resisted the proposal, and succeeded in preventing any such
appointment. It suited them much better to have the control
of the fisheries in their own hands without any interference.
A governor might possibly side with the resident population,
or disturb their pleasant monopoly. Petitions from the mer-
chants and traders, and counter-petitions from the settlers,
continued to be sent to the committee of trade on this and
other subjects, but without any favorable result as far as the
interests of the resident population were concerned. At
length, in 1696, the Board of Trade was constituted, and a
fresh set of petitions were presented to the new authority. In
answer the settlers were informed that “planters, in a moder-
dte number, were at all times convenient for the preparation
and preservation of boats, stages, and other things necessary
for the fishery, but that they should not exceed one thousand.”
Such was the utmost concession that this Board, in their
wisdom, were prepared to grant. The existence of a resident
population to ‘the extent of a thousand was to be sanctioned,
but only for the purpose of taking care of boats and fishing-
gear during those winter months when the true owners of the
island were in England.

Another source of trouble to the resident population, and
one which greatly retarded the prosperity of the country, was
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the presence and continual encroachments of the French.
Their rule at-this time extended over Nova Scotia (Acadia),
Cape Breton, and Canada, and their ambitious commandants
and governors in America boasted “ that they would soon be
able to drive the English colonists into the sea.”

The struggle between England and France for dominion in
North America now commenced in earnest. It soon became
evident that one or other of the contending powers must be
driven from the New World. The conquest of Newfoundland
had long been a favorite object with French statesmen. Not
only would the possession of that island have enabled the
French .to control the valuable fisheries, but it would have
placed in their hands the key to their transatlantic possessions,
as it commanded the narrow entrance to Candda, the most valu-
able of them. In 1635 the French obtained permission from
the English to dry fish on the shores of Newfoundland on pay-
ment of a duty of five per cent. on the produce; and in 1660
they founded a colony at Placentia, an admirably chosen site
for such a purpose. They fortified the place with powerful
works, and they occupied other positions along the southern
shore. With Cape Breton in their possession they commanded
both sides of the Gulf of St. Lawrence. In 1675 Charles II.
was induced by Louis XIV. to relinquish the duty of five per
cent., which had been paid hitherto as an acknowledgment of
the British sovereignty. From this date the encroachments of
the French grew in boldness. Within a few years they had
established their dominion over a territory of two hundred
miles in extent, their head-quartprs being at Placentia.

On the accession of William III. to the throne of England
hostilities broke out between the rival nations. In William's
declaration of war aguinst the French, Newfoundland holds a
prominent place among the alleged causes which led to the
rupture of pacific relations. The grievance was tersely set
forth in the royal manifesto: "It was not long since the
French took license from the Governor of Newfoundland to
fish upon that coast, and paid a tribute for such licenses as an
acknowledgment of the sole right of the Crown of England

to that island; but of late the encroachments of the French,,
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and His Majesty’s subjects trading and fishing there, had been
more like the invasions of an enemy than becoming friends,
who enjoyed the advantages of that trade only by permission.”

Newfoundland now became the scene of military skirmishes,
naval battles, and sieges by land and water. The first opera-
tion was an attack on Placentia, by an English squadron, under
Commodore Williams, in 1692. The French were strong in
pumbers and fortifications, and the attack was unsuccessful.
Four years later, in 1694, the Chevalier Nesmond was ordered,
with a fleet of ten ships, to join the Rocheford squadron to
proceed to Newfoundland. They were instructed to drive the
English out of the island ; and, having accomplished this part
of their programme, they were to sail for Boston and destroy
it, together with the peighboring settlements. Nesmond arrived
at Placentia. From®hence he made a descent on the harbor
snd town of St. Joht’s. He was repulsed, and instead of
going on to Boston he returned to France.

A more determined effort at conquest was made later in the
same year. The new expedition was under the command of
Iberville and Brouillan, the former being at the head of a
Canadian force. The garrison of St. John's was weak in
numbers, and, in want of military stores, could only make a
feeble resistance ; capitulating on easy terms, the troops were
shipped to England. The fort and town were burned to the
ground, and the victors next proceeded to destroy all the
other adjacent English settlements; Carbonear and Bonavista
alone proved too strong for them. The English Government
at once commenced dispositiohs for dislodging the invaders ;
but before anything was attempted, the treaty of Ryswick was
signed, in 1697. This treaty proved most unfortunate for
Newfoundland. It revived in the island the same state of
division between France and England which had existed at
the beginning of the war. The enemy retired from St. John’s
and the other settlements which they had forcibly occupied.
Their claims upon Placentin and all the other positions on
the south-west coast were, however, confirmed. The British
inhabitants of Newfoundland were, therefore, once more left
open to French attacks should hostilities be again renewed
between the rival powers.
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Tae thirty years which followed the Treaty of Ryswick ‘llmgu

constitute the darkest and dreariest period in the annals. of
Newfoundland. The difficulties and sufferings of the resident
population were such that it seems marvellous they were not M
driven to settle in some more favorable region. Their miseries sock
arose partly from the Government system of rule, and partly In
from the attacks of the French, who never ceased to harass &ie
their British- neighbors in continuous acts of plunder and date
destruction. Before referring to the various skirmishes and all
naval engagements of which Newfoundland was the scene at Bank
this period, we propose to glance at the internal condition of
the island, and endeavor to convey to the reader some idea of
the social and political struggles which characterized this
season of anarchy. of in

In the last chapter we touched upon the notable enactments to th
of the Star Chamber in the reign of Charles I., by which it
was ordained that if a person in Newfoundland killed another,
or stole to the value of forty shillings, the offender was to he
sent to England, and, on conviction of either offence, to be,
hanged. Another memorable enactment of this arbitrary tri-
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bunal was that the master of the first ship entering a harbor
was to be admiral therein for the fishing season, and have ju-
dicial powers over the district. Groaning under the rule of
these chance-appointed, ignorant skippers, who decided all
questions regarding property, and all other disputes, without
any responsibility, and often for their own private benefit, the
inhabitants petitioned the Home Government for the appoint-
ment of a governor and civil magistrates. The ship-owners
and merchants had, however, sufficient influence to prevent
the passing of a measure which would have been a recognition
of the island as a colony and a direct encouragement to settlers.
Blinded by self-interest and a short-sighted policy these men
strenuously endeavored to keep the country in the state of an
unreclaimed wilderness; while the delusion (for such in the
end it was discovered to be) of training seamen for the navy
by means of the Newfoundland fisheries, induced the rulers of
Britain® to repress colonization by legal enactments, and to
attempts to drive out by harsh and oppressive laws such as
had obtained a footing in the country. Another method by
which the ship-owners sustained their monopoly was by rep-
resenting the country, in regard to soil and climate, as incapa-
ble of successful cultivation. They described it as a barren
rock fitted for nothing better than a depot for curing fish.
In the graphic language of an Under Secretary, in his evi-
dence before a committee of the House of Commons, at a later
date: “The Island of Newfoundland had been considered in
all former times as a great English ship, moored near the '
Banks during the fishing season for the convenience of the
English fishermen.” The governor was regarded as the ship’s
captain, and all those concerned in the fishery business as his
crew, and subject to naval discipline. To prevent the increase
of inhabitants on the island, pesitive instructions were given
to the governors not to make any grants of land, and to reduce
the number of the people who were already settled there. A
certain Major Elford, Lieutenant and Governor of St. John's,
even many years after the period we are discussing, strongly
recommended to the ministers of the day, “to allow no woman
to land in the island, and that means should be adopted to
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remove those that were there.” This was, indeed, going to the
root of the matter. No more effectual method of averting
colonization could have entered into the fertile brain of the
most rigid obstructionist.

In 1698 the British Parliament turned its attention to New-
foundland and fts fisheries. The result was the passing of
Acts 10 and 11 William III., ¢. 25. This statute, memorable
in the annals of the colony, was entitled, * An Act to encour-
age the trade to Newfoundland.” It might, with better show
of reason, have been entitled, “ An Act to discourage Coloni-
zation.” All its provisions were directed to the maintenance
of the island as a fishing-station. The baneful effects of this
statute of William III. were felt for nearly a century. It con-
stituted the charter of the monopolists, on the authority of
which they resisted every attempt to introduce any measure
calculated to secure the rights and liberties of a resident pop-
ulation, or to grant them the same privileges as were enjoyed
by other British colonists. Every improvement had to be
fought out in the teeth of this statute ; every successive amelio-
ration in the condition of the people was bitterly opposed as
being inconsistent with the principles of this oppressive law.
We have seen that, previous to this time, the country was
ruled by a set of regulations which rested on the questionable
authority of orders in Council from the Star Chamber. The
effect of the statute of William was to give the force of law
to these tyrannical regulations, under which the resident pop-
ulation had suffered so long, and to embody in an Act of
Parliament (the Parliament of the Revolution) nearly the
whole of the old barbarous code. No wonder that the monopo-
lists, year after year, were loud in their praises of a statute
which secured for them complete ascendency over the resident
population, who had no choice but to submit to their hard fate,

The provisions of this Act seem to us almost incredible in
the present day. The fishing admirals of Star Chamber origin
were reinstated, and with almost unlimited powers. Nct only
was it enacted that the master of the first ship arriving at the
fisheries from England should be admiral of the harbor in
which he cast anchor, but the masters of the second and third
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following vessels were to be vice-admiral and rear-admiral, the
first having the privilege of reserving to himself so much of
the beach as he required for his own use. The arrangement
was evidently based on the principle of ignoring a resident
population, and providing merely for the fishermen who annu-
ally migrated from England. Each autumn, at the close of
the fishery, the admirals, and all under their immediate charge,
disappeared. The inhabitants were left without even the sem-
blance of law or order to pass the winter as best they could.
As a class, these masters of fishing-vessels were rude and
ignorant men, utterly unfitted to be the judges in matters so
vitally affecting a large and important trade. Moreover, as
servants of the merchants, they were themselves personally
interested in the questions which arose regarding property.
They were closely indentified with the capitalists who carried
on the fisheries from England, and were, for this and other
reasofis, utterly unqualified to dispense justice between their
empl(\)%crs and the people born or resident in the country.
Inquiries, instituted afterwards, have shown what kind of
justice was metéd out to the poor inhabitants, who were re-
garded as interlopers by these rough sea-captains. Under
their rule the most frightful abuses were perpetrated, and the
most tyrannical practices were universal. The powers with
which they were endowed enabled them to drive the inhabi-
tants from their houses and fishing-grounds and gardens, to
make room for themselves and their friends. In their eyes
the highest misdemeanor a resident could be guilty of was the
cultivation of a portion of the soil. - They had no hesitation in
levelling the house of any resident, or appropriating it for
“the use of the fishery,” which ﬁtnt for their own use. In
a representation addressed to the Home Government in 1715,
by a number of residents, the following language is used:
“The admirals prove generally the greatest knaves, and do
most prejudice, being generally judge and party in hearing
suits for debt ; and when they have served themselves, then
they will do justice to others. So it will be requisite to have
a civil government, and persons appointed to administer justice
in the most frequented places, that we may be governed as
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Britons, and not live like banditti or forsaken people, without
law or gospel.”

In Chief Justice Reeves’ excellent history of the government
of Newfoundland, published in 1793, we have a striking picture
of the condition of the country under the fishing admirals : * It
has been too often stated in the course of this historical inquiry
to need repetition that the admirals were the servants of the
merchants ; that justice was not to be expected from them ; that
a poor planter or inhabitant, who was considered little better
than a law-breaker in being such, had but small chance of
justice in opposition to any great West-Country merchant ; that
they have been in the habit of seeing that species of wickedness
and - anarchy ever since Newfoundland was frequented, from
father to son. It was favorable to their,old impressions that
Newfoundland was theirs, and that all the planters were to be
spoiled at their pleasure.” The same authority shows that the
inhabitants were entirely at the mercy of the merchants and
adventurers ; that these were the importers of all articles of
domestic necessity, as also such as were needed for the prose-
cution- of the fishery, and that they sold their goods on their
own terms on credit to the planters, well knowing that the
products of the fishery would reimburse them. When any
difficulty arose about the payment of debts, it was not unusual
for the agents of the merchants to seize whatever fish they
could lay hands on, leaving the unfortunate fishermen without
wages or any means of support, “salt provisions and craft” be-,
ing, according to existing regulations, payable before wages.
The fishing admirals were not only overbearing, they were
venal. Their judicial decisions were occasionally influenced by
gifts. The inhabitants were, by the express terms of the Act,
prohibited from taking up any beach or place until all the ships
arriving from England were provided for. If any stage, cook-
room, or beach had been taken possession of, they had to quit
it forthwith for the use of the migratory fishermen. The light
in which the unfortunate residents were regarded by the mo-
nopolists may be gathered from the cool reply of the latter to
an invitation addressed to them by the Board of Trade to com-
municate their views regarding what could be done for the
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'
furtherance of the fishery. They suggested the uﬁp()iutmeut of

justices of the peace to act in winter, during the absence of the

admirals ; but they added that the best interests of the country

would be promoted if a resident population were wholly dis-

pensed with. To securé this happy result they proposed, with

disinterested benevolence, that the existing settlers (about

three thousand men, besides their wives and children) should

be encouraged to emigrate to Nova Scotia, where inhabitants
were wanted.

Notwithstanding these oppressive and unjust laws, the resi-
dent population continued to increase. This fact may be taken
as illdstrative of the singular attractiveness of the island from
a colonist’s point of view. The height of prosperity Newfound-
land might have achieved under the fostering care of a wise and
generous government may be easily imagined. Among the
arly settlers who fought and ultimately won the battle against
enormous and cruel odds there must have been many men of
great vigor of character and solid worth. We have proof of
this in the fact that, finding there was no redress of their
wrongs to be expected from the home "authorities, the inhabi-
tants of St. John’s organized a local parliament, composed of
the more intelligent and influential of their number, including
the commanders of merchant-ships and 3ome of the merchants.
In this assembly, after long debates, continued through several
sessions, sundry laws and regulations were passed “for the
better discipline and good order of the people, and for correct-
ing irregularities committed contrary to good laws.” Fifteen
articles were finally adopted by this voluntary assembly, which
must have proved very serviceable in preserving order under
tife misrule of the fishing admirals. -Doubtless, too, this
attempt at local sclf-government was the germ of that reform-
atory movement which afterwards increased in volume, and
finally gave to the island a settled government and just laws,

In the commodores and commanders of the royal ships who

periodically visited the island, the oppressed inhabitants found
their best friends and helpers. These officers were unprejudiced
observers of the disorder and injustice which prevailed. From
time to time they made representations on the subject to the
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Imperial authorities, and urged, the necessity of a new system
of government. The monopolists, however, having the ear of
the Board of Trade, possessed sufficient influence to counteract
the efforts of the naval commanders. They, too, preferred com-
plaints to this Board ; but all their petitions had reference to
their own interests, taking no account of the inhabitants. They
complained that New England men were allowed to import rum
and tobacco into Newfoundland, to the detriment of their own
traffic, and asked that “none should be allowed to retail these
articles but to their dwn servants.” They asked that the com-
modores should not be allowed to interfere with the decisions
of the fishing admirals ; they demanded that the encroachments
of the inhabitants on the harbors, to the detriment of the ships
from England, should be checked ; and they suggested that the
fishing admirals * should have power to inflict corporal punish-
ment on all persons profaning the Lord’s Day, and all common
drunkards, swearers, and lewd persons; and that a sufficient
number of ministers should be sent and paid for by England
to instruct the people.” There was indeed no limit to the
arrogance of the monopolists.

At length there came the dawn of better days for the resident
population. In the year 1728 the commodore in charge of the
station at Newfoundland was Lord Vere Beauclerk, a nobleman
of considerable talent and.weight of character. Strongly im-
pressed with the evils of the system of rule in forcefin the
island, he made such strong representations to the Board of
Trade, that the Home Government were at length induced to
send out a governor with-aséommission to establish some form
of civil government. The appointment was conferred on Cap-
tain Henry Osborne, of His Majesty’s ship “Squirrel.” Thus
commenced the naval government of Newfoundland by captains
and admirals of the: British navy, which was continued for
many years. This was not only a social boon, but it was
virtually a recognition of Newfoundland as a colony of the
British Empire. The change did not, it is true, for a length-
ened period accowplish anything for the \ settlement and
colonization of the country, because the obnoxidus " Statute of
William IIL.” was left unrepealed, and the governors were in-
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structed to enforce its provisions ; but the new form of govern-
ment proved to be a great improvement on that of the fishing
admirals. Although these officials were not abolished, their
operations were under something like control. In the appoint-
ment of a governor the germ of local civil government was
obtained, and, though its growth was slow, it eventually be-
came a living power. More than sixty years elapsed from the
seed being sown before the constitutional harvest was gathered.
It came in the establishment of a Supreme Court of Judicature.
Twenty years after that it was permissible to build houses with-
out a special license from the governor. So tenacious was the
grasp of the monopolists on the country, and so pertinaciously
did 1(!:3 oppose all efforts for its colonization, that the good
intentions of the Home Government in the appointment of a
governor were for a long period rendered almost nugatory.
This arose partly from the limited character of the powers con-
ferred on the first governor and his successors. His commission,
according to Reeves, gave him authority to administer the oaths
to government officials, and to appoint justices af the peace,
with other necessary officers and. ministers, for the better
administration of justice and kceping the peace and quiet of the
island. But neither he nor.the justices were to do anything
contrary to the Statute 10 and 11 William III., nor obstruct
the powers therein conferred on the admirals of harbors or cap-
tains of the ships of war. The justices were required to be
niding and assisting the commodore or commanders of the ships
of war and the fishing admirals in putting in execution the said
statute. The governor was to erect a court-house and prison,
All officers, civil and military, were to aid and assist him in
executing this commission,” We shall see presently the evil
effects of leaving the fishing admirals with unabated power to
paralyze the action of the governors,

Before closing this chapter we must revert briefly to the
troubles through which Newfoundland had to pass during this
period, owing to the encroachments of the French and their
ceaseless endeavors to obtain entire possession of the island.
We have seen tliat the treaty of Ryswick, in 1697, left the
French in possession of Placentia and various other places along
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the southern shore. From these points of vantage they carried
on an extensive and lucrative fishery in the Gulf of St.
Lawrence and around the northern shores of Newfoundland.
When war between England and France broke out afresh in
1702 a squadron wag sgnt out, under Captain Leake, with orders
to drive the French out of Newfoundland. The attack was
partially successful, as various French settlements on the northern
shore were destroyed, and the fortifications on the island of St.
Pierre were dismantled ; but the French were still left in possession
of their chief stronghold in Placentia. An unsuccessful attempt
was made to reduce this fortified position in the following
Then in their turn the French again became the aggress
With a strong force they marched on St. John’s. They were
victoriously repulsed. Turning their backs on St. John’s, how-
ever, they fell upon the other English settlements along the
coast, destroying many of them and carrying off a large number
of the inhabitants into captivity. At a later date, in 1708, the
French again assailed the capital. The garrison was taken by
surprise, and the enemy obtained possession of the place.
They at once proceeded to dismantle the fortifications and de-
stroy most of the houses. Cawbonear alone was again able to
resist the French, and for several years this was the only town
on the island where the flag of England was not hauled down.
Newfoundland for a tinde was lost to the British Empire. In
the glories of our military and naval triumphs in other parts of
the world the loss was easily forgotten. At length Louis XIV.,
who in the greater conflicts of the time had sgen his territories
gradually diminished and his strongholds flying hostile banners,
was glad to accept terms of peace. The well-known Treaty of
Utrecht was concluded in1713.  Certain of its provisions mark
a great era in the history of Newfoundland. The whole coun-
try, with the adjacent islands, was declared to be the possession
of Great Britain. Placentia and all other places were ordered
to be surrendered. Thus the exclusive sowereignty of the en-
tire island was secured to England. A very important reserva-
tion was, however, made in favor of the French, which was
destined fo be a source of trouble for more than a century and
a hilf, and which prevented the British subjects of Newfound-
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land from settling and colonizing more than half the island, and
this by far the better half in regard to soil, climate, and natural
capabilities. By the Treatysof Utrecht, though the French
were excluded from all territorial rights in Newfoundland,
they were secured in the privilege of fishing, concurrently with
the English, along more than half the coast, and also permitted
to use the shore of this portion of the island, so far as it was
needed for the prosecution of their fisheries. This unfortunate
concession led to endless disputes. The French persistently
contended that the provisions of the treaty gave them, not a
concurrent, but an exclusive right of fishing on this part of the
coast, and also that the use of the shore for fishéry purposes
forbade the settlement of this region by British subjects. Both
these interpretations were repudiated by the people of New-
foundland, and were never admitted as being correct by the
Imperial authorities. Nevertheless, successive English Gov-
ernments left the matter undecided, and refused to place this
portion of the coast under the jurisdiction of the local govern-
ment, or to sanction its settlement, so sensitive were they in
guarding the treaty rights of the French. The consequence
has been that, practically, the inhabitants of Newfoundland
have been excluded from half their own territory, which is still,
to a great extent, a mere wilderness; and that a population of
“squatters,” without any title to their possessions, and living
outside the pale of law, was allowed to grow up there without
any civilizing influences. This was a standing grievance gen-
eration after generation; and so slow has been the march of
civilization in these latitudes, that “ the squatter” has only been
brought within the pale of law and order during the past few
years. It was not until the year 1878 that a magistrate was
appointed, with the concurrence of the home authorities, to
have jurisdiction in the forlorn district just described ; and it
was only as late as 1881 that the local government was em-
powered to issue grants of land and mining licenses for this
same locality.

]
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CHAPTER 1V.

THE FISHERY RIGHTS OF FRANCE.
(1728-1798.)

Fifty years of agitation — The pioneers hold their ground — Establishment of
a Court of Oyer and Terminer — Warlike operations against the French in
North America — End of the Seven Years’ War — Social disorders and
religious persecution — British and French concurrent rights of fishing —
The condition of Labrador — The war between England and America and its
influence on Newfoundland — The peace of 1782 — Chief Justice Reeves
— Disputes over the Treaty of Versailles — Landgrants and mining licenses.

Tue history of Newfoundland during the next fifty years
presents a series of constant conflicts between the new order of
things introduced by the appointment of a governor, together
with the rudiments of a local civil government on the one side,
and the old régime on the other. For many years the govern-
ors found themselves almost powerless to introduce any amelio-

rations, owing to the notorious statute of William III., which °

was still in force, and the determination of the monopolists and
the fishing admirals not to recognize the newly-created author-
ity, or to abate the exercise of their arbitrary powers. The
appointment of a governor and justices of the peace alarmed
the monopolists, whose most strenuous efforts were now directed
to prevent any lawful authority from taking root in the island.
The conflict between these opposing forces lasted for more
than half a century. Happily, the British governments were
now firm in their determination not to withdraw the small
measure of civil government which had been granted to the
colony, though the adherents of the old system never ceased
their hostile representations regarding it, and their petitions to
the home authorities to have it altered or extinguished. Slowly
the rfght prevailed ; step by step improvements came. Mean-
time the suffering people had to suffer on, under a cruel and
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flagrant misrule. Life was hard and bitter for the poor * toil-
ers of the sea,” struggling to obtain a footing in the new land.
. Existing on sufferance, forbidden to cultivate the soil, prevented
even from erecting a stage for handling their fish, until their
lords and masters from England had been accommodated, they
were obliged to mortgage their industry for advances of the
necessaries of life, and bend their backs to a burden of debt.
Still these sturdy pioneers held their ground and increased in
numbers. At the close of each fishing season, some who had
come out from England were sure to remain behind, in spite of
the utmost vigilance of the captains of the fishing-vessels. How
the women were smuggled into the country remains a mystery.

iment of
‘rench in
ders and

ishing — The very hardships of a Newfoundland career had possibly at-
205 tractions for some of these early colonists. There was a spice
of adventure in the work of the time, and none of the restraints
; of civilization. The sense of freedom, the rich treasures from
7 years the encompassing seas from which occasionally vast prizes were
rder of drawn, the bracing climate, even the dangers which they had
»gether constantly to confront in their avocations, followed by the sea-

¢ Reeves
licenses.

1e side, son of idleness and rough enjoyment in winter when their toils
fovern- were ended, were romantic attractions in the eyes of many a
unelio- hardy fellow in those early days of travel and adventure.
, which - Captain Osborne, on his arrival, set to work vigorously to
sts and carry out his instructions. He divided the island into districts,
author- and appointed in each of them justices of the peace and constT™
The stables, selected from ‘the best classes of the people. To de-
larmed fray the cost of building a prison at St. John’s and at Ferryland,
lirected he ordered a rate to be collected, which was assessed on the
island. boats and ship-rooms. He erected several pair of stocks as a
r more terror to the more turbulent and disorder]y of the population.
ts were This was the work of one season. At ifs close the governor
» small returned to England to spend the winter, —a practice which was
to the followed till the year 1818 by these naval authorities, who gen-
ceased erally arrived in July or August, and left in the latter end of
ions to October. The presence of a governor only during two or three
Slowly months annually was a serious drawback to the proper working
Mean- of the new system. The' magistrates, who were in many in-
nel and stances ignorant men, and all of them new to such duties as
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they had undertaken, were found to be obedient to the orders
given them only so 1ong as a superior was at hand. It was also
speedily found that the captains of the fishing ships, the fishing
admirals, and the traders were fiercely opposed to the exercise
of authority by the justices whom they regarded as usurpers
of their own offices. They used their utmost efforts to bring
the magistrates into contempt, and to impress the people with
the idea that their appointment was illegal. The justices of St.
John’s presented a memorial to the governor, complaining that
they were obstructed in their duty by the fishing admirals, who,
taking upon them the whole powel and authorlty of the justices,
even dlsputed the governor’s authority in appointing them.
In this conflict, which went on for years, the West-Country
merchants and captains supported the fishing admirals, and the
governor stood by the justices. A fatal mistake had been
made by the introduction of the new system, through “an Order
of the King in Council,” instead of obtaining for it the sanction
of an-At of Parliament. The fishing admirals pointed to the
statute of William as the source of tholr authority ; whereas they
alleged the justices were merely the creation of an Order in
Lounul The home authorities being appealed to by both
pmtms, the law-officers of the Crown were called on for a
decision. The opinion of the attorney-general of the day was
that the whole authority granted to the admirals was restrained
to seeing the rules and opders contained in the statute, concern-
ing the regulation of-thd fisheries, duly executed ; whereas the
authority of the justices extended only to breaches of the peace ;
s0 that there was no interference with the powers given by the |
Act to the admirals, by those which the commission conferred ¥
on the justices. Thus there was assigned to each a separate
sphere of action. The difficulty was to define the bounds of
each jurisdiction. The contest went on for a long period. At
length the monopolists and the admirals became convinced that
the limited civil government granted to the inhabitants would
not be withdrawn, and their clamor and opposition in a great
measure ceased. From this time henceforth the fishing ad-
mirals gradually gave up the contest, and eventually their
claims of authority fell into well-merited contempt.
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The year 1750 witnessed another important step in the ex-
tension of civil government. Various governors had repre-
sented to the Board of Trade the great inconvenience resulting
from sending over to England for trial all persons charged with
having committed capital felonies. *In such cases,” says
Reeves, “the witnesses were glad to keep out of the way.
The felon was sent to England, without any person to prove
his guilt; a great expense was incurred; justice was disap-
pointed ; or, if the fact was proved, the poor witnesses were
left to get back as they could, with the expense of their voyage
and residence, and the certain loss of one season’s fishing.”
The representations of successive governors on this subject at
length resulted in a change for the better ; and the commission
given to Captain Francis William Drake, in 1750, contained a
clause empowering him to appoint Commissioners of Oyer and
Terminer, before whom felons might be tried within the bounds
of the colony. With what a sparing hand this measure of jus-
tice was dealt out may be estimated from the restrictions at-
tached to the exercise of it. The governor was prohibited
from holding more than one Court of Oyer and Terminer in a
year, and .that only when he was resident in the island; and
from executing any sentence till report of it was made to the
king. Further the power of trying or pardoning treason was
not entrusted to the governor, or any court appointed by him.
Notwithstanding these restrictions the court was regarded as a
great advance, and it proved a valuable boon. The first of a
series of important reforms, it inaugurated a new era of civil
progress, — a progress which came slowly but surely.

In 1754 Lord Baltimore presented a claim to be put in
possession of the southern portion of the island, known as the
province of Avalon, together with all the royal jurisdictions and
prerogatives belonging to it, as secured by the original grant
of 1623. The claim was disallowed by the law-officers of the
Crown, on the ground that there had been no actual possession
of the province by the Baltimore family since 1638, and that
subsequent legislation was inconsistent with the claim now set
up. The somewhat ridiculous demands of Lord Baltiinore,
thus disposed of, were never renewed.
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During these years war had been raging between England
and France, and at length the tide rolled near Newfoundland.
The commanding genius of Pitt discerned the vast importance of
striking a blow at the powerof the French in North America. The
famous expedition of 1758 against Louisburg, then the capital
of Cape Breton, and a strong fortress held by France, was com-
pletely successful, and the island was yielded to England. In
this operation Wolfe was second in command, and greatly
distinguished himself for skill and courage. In the following
year, an expedition for the conquest of Canada was organized,
and the supreme command given to Wolfe. There is no
brighter page in the military annals of England than that which
. records the capture of Quebec and the heroic death of the
English general. The power of France in the New World was
now entirely broken. The whole of North America passed
into the possession of the British Crown.

Though the conquest of Canada was now complete, France
still clung to the idea of seizing and retzining Newfoundland.
The commercial value of its fisheries, and the opportunities it
afforded as a training-school for seamen, were fully understood
by the French authorities. It was in the year 1762 that France
made another determined effort to gain possession of the island.
A naval expedition, fitted out at Brest, succeeded in eluding
the Dritish cruisers, and a strong force was landed at the Bay
of Bulls, twenty miles south of St. John’s. Thence, by a
march overland, the enemy surprised and overpowered the
garrison. They then proceeded to strengthen the fortifications®
of the city, and to secure themselves in their possessions, The
governor was absent during this victorious adventure of the
French.  On his return voyage to the island he was met by a
sloop, carrying information of what had happened. By this
sloop he sent despatches to the commander at Halifax, Lord
Colville, who immediately sailed with a strong naval force to
St. John’s, and blockaded the harbor where the French fleet
lay. Meantime, the governor, Captain Graves, landed at
Placentia, and put the fortifications there in a proper condition
of defence. Lord Colville was speedily joined by Colonel
Amherst, at the head of eight hundred men, most of them
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Highlanders. These gallant troops were landed at Torbay,
seven miles north of St. John’s, and had to fight their way
through a very rugged country in order to assail the French
garrison who held the capital. But nothing could withstand
the ardor of the Highlanders. Signal Hill, which overlooks
and commands the city, was carried by assault. The French
fleet were shut in the harbor by Colville’s blockading force.
A storm, however, arose, which drove off the English ships.
Favored by a fog,-the French put to sea and escaped. The
garrison, after a brief struggle, surrendered, on condition that
the troops should be conveyed to France. The French were thus
for the last time summarily expelled from Newfoundland.

The same year which saw the French both triumphant and
defeated at St. John's, inaugurated negotiations for peace
between the two Great Powers, and on February 10, 1763,
the Seven Years’ War came to an end with the famous Treaty
of Paris.

An opportunity was now offered for terminating the fishery
privileges conceded to the French, on a:portion of the New-
foundland coast, by the Treaty of Utrecht ; but, unfortunately,
instead of securing the island ta Great Britain, free from any
use of its shores by the French, the Treaty of Paris confirmed
and extended the rights of the French granted by former
treaties. The islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, on the coast
of Newfoundland, were transferred to France, as a shelter for

‘her fishermen, on condition that no fortifications were to be

erected; and that only a guard of fifty men, for police purposes,
should be maintained there. This perpetuated much of the old
mischief, and strengthened the hold of the French on the island,
in connection with their fisheries.

It is worth recording here that on board one of the vessels of
Lord Colville’s fleet, when it came to recapture Newfoundland
from the French, was the afterwards famous Captain James
Cook, who was destined to hecome one of England’s greatest
sailors. Ile had entered the navy as a common sailor, and had,
at this time, risen to be master of the ** Northumberland.” Cap-
tain Graves, then governor of Newfoundland, formed a high
opinion of Cook, and secured for him the conduct of a naval
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survey of Newfoundland. This appointment was confirmed in
1764, under Governor Sir Hugh Palliser. As marine surveyor
of Newfoundland and Labrador Captain Cook spent three
years in making charts of the coasts and the surrounding-seas.
These charts are found to be marvellously accurate, even when
the work is done over again with the improved instruments of
the present day. In this arduous service Cook won his first
laurels, and proved himself an able mathematician. He left
Newfoundland in 1767 to take charge of an expedition to the
South Seas. His subsequent career as a courageous and skilful
navigator and explorer is well known.

By the treaty of 1763 Great Britain acquired a totality of
empire in North America extending from Hudson's Bay to the
mouths of the Mississippi. In order to establish a free fishery,
open to British subjects, upon the coast of Labrador, the whole
of that coast, from the River St. John’s to Hudson’s Straits,
was placed under the care of the governor of Newfoundland,
whose title henceforth was to be " Governor and Commander-
in-Chief in and over the island of Newfoundland, in North
America, and of all the coast of Labrador, from the entrance
of Hudson’s Straits to the River St. John’s.” This addition
conferred increased importance on the government of the
colony.

A census was taken at the close of the year 1763, from
which it appeared that the total population of the island was
13,112.  Of these, 7,500 were persons who resided permanently
in the island, and 4,795 of them were Roman Catholics, most of
whom had emigrated thither from Ireland. The increase in
the resident population, in spite of all discouragements, was
very marked. The cod-fishery was in a thriving condition,
386,274 quintals of cod having been made in that year, of
which two-thirds had been caught and cured by the resident
inhabitants of the island. Besides, 694 tierces of salmon and
1,598 tons of train-oil were exported. Four hundred sail of
vessels carried on the trade with the mother-country and British
America. The intercourse with Ireland at this time was
considerable, and large quantities of fish were sent to Bel-
fast, Cork, and Waterford. A whale and walrus fishery was
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od in carried on in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and upon the coast of
Labrador.

t(l?rz: While the resident population was thus increasing, the civil
—y government received some very important additions calculated
when to strengthen the colony. In 1764, on the representation of
ts of the Board of Trade, a collector and controller of the customs of
first Newfoundland was appointed ; and in the following year the

| left navigation laws were extended to the island, and it was now
y the formally declared to be one of His Majesty’s * plantations,” or
dilful colonies. This was a fatal blow to the old system, by which it

was kept merely as a fishing-station, for the use of the fishery
y of monopolists. Those interested in sustaining the old order of
y the affairs made a stout resistance to this innovation, questioning
lery, its legality on the ground that it did not rest on the authority
heole of an Act of Parliament, and was opposed to the Statute of 10
aits, and 11 William III., which made it a free fishery. Petitions and

and, memorials were poured in by the merchants against the pay-
ider- ment of custom-house duties ; but the Home Government was
orth firm, and their clamor had no effect, though it was kept up for

ance many years. The establishment of a custom-house and the
ition enforcement of the navigation laws proved to be two important

the pillars added to the civil government of the island.
The social condition of the resident population at this period,
‘rom though somewhat modified for the better by late enactments,
was was still deplorable, and calculated to retard settlement in the
ntly country. The administration of justice, especially in the out-
t of lying places, was characterized by gross partiality, the resident
e in magistrates being, in many cases, incompetent men, and too

was often open to bribery. The fishermen obtained advances in
ion, supplies of necessary articles of food and clothing ut the com-

. of mencement of each fishing season, the charges being so high
dent that at the close little remained of their wages to carry them

and through the winter. Another source of demoralization was
1 of that employers freely supplied their own servants with intoxi-
itish cating liquors at a high price, taking care to reimburse them-
was selves out of their wages for these articles, as well ds for
Bel- neglect of duty which such practices rendered extremely fre-
was quent. When accounts were balanced between masters and
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sérvants, at the close of ‘the fishing season, the latter too often
found themselves in debt to the former. Being without em-
ployment, and utterly destitute, many took advantage of trad-
ing vessels from New England, to leave the island for the con-
tinent of America; whijlst those who remained were often
tempted by want to cqmmit thefts or acts of violence, or
obliged, if they could find masters, to hire themselves on any
terms for the ensuing season, in order to obtain the means of
subsistence. It was a common practice at this time to attach
or stop therservants’ wages in their masters’ hands, at any time

during the fishing season, for debts contracted to the publicans,

or for balances claimed by their former employers.
To these social disorders was added the bitter ingredient of
" religious persecution, directed agaipst those who held the
Roman Catholic faith, and who now formed a very considerable
proportion of the-populition. The intercourse with Ireland
had led to the settlement in Newfoundland of numbers of Irish,
who had fled from the oppression of the penal laws. To the
shame and disgrace of Protestantism these exiles arrived in
Newfoundland only to find that the spirit of persecution was
rampant even in that distant colony. All government officials,
before being installed, were obliged to sign a declaration in
which they abjured the distinctive tenets of Catholicism. In
1755, Governor Darrell, finding that numbers of people ‘still
continued to arrive from Ireland, issued a proclamation com-
manding all masters of vessels, who brought out Irish passen-
gers, to carry them back at the close of the fishing season. A
special tax was levied on Roman Catholics, and the celebration
of the mass was made a penal offence. A few disguised
priests had come out in fishing-vessels to minister in secret
among their co-religionists; but, owing to the strict surveil;
lance of the local government, they had no fixed abode, and
could not safely remain. The severity which Roman Catholics
experienced at the hands of the authorities will best be under-
stood by a reference to some of the legal records of the period.
A court was held at Harbor Main, ‘September 25, 1755, at
which an order was issued to the magistrates, commanding
that a certain individyal who had permitted a Roman Catholic
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7

priest to celebrgte mass in one of his *fish-rooms or store-
houses, he l)uu" present himself, which is contrary to law, and
against our sovereign lord the King, should be fined in the
sum of £50, and tlmt the fish-room in which mass“was said
should be demolished, and that the owner should sell all his
possessions and quit the harbor.” Another who was present at’
the B3ame celebration was fined in the sum of £20, and had his
house and stage Hurned to the gr6und. Others who, though
not present at mass in Harbor Mfain, avowed themselves Roman
Catholics, were fined £10 each, and ordered to leave the settle-
ment. The same~ penalties were inflicted elsewhere, and
wherever it “known that a mass had been celebrated the
place was ordero‘l to be burned or demolished, as though a
curse clung to the Yty walls., We need not be surprised at
these manifestations of the spirit of religious persecution, when
we remember how little the principles of religious freedom were
understood or practised in Great Britain at the same period ;
and how, under the penal laws in Ireland, Roman Catholics
were prohibited from educating - their children, or acquiring
freehold property, and were excluded from all the liberal pro-
fessions ;* while, if the son of a Catholic became a Protestant,
he could dispossess his father of the fee-simple of his estate as
a reward for his conversion. Persecution was the vice of the
age, and was practised by all parties in turn when the oppor-
tunity offered. This licensed hostility towards Catholics in
Newfoundland continued for nearly balf a century, and was at
length ended by a toyal proclamation in 1784, whereby liberty
of conscience was granted, and the free exercise of modes of
religious worship. But the spirit of religious intolerance did
not die out at once. Six years after this-gproclamation, ‘in
1790, we find Governor Milbanke.making the following reply
to the Rev. Dr. O’Donnell, who applied for leave to build .a
Roman Catholic chapel in :m\()utpol't : “The Governor acquaints
Mr. O’Donnell that, so far from being disposed to allow of an
increase of places of religious worship for the Roman Catholics
of the island, he very seriously intends next year to lay those
established already under particular restrictions. | Mr. O’Don-
nell must be aware that it is not*the interdst of Great Britain
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to encourage people to winter in Newfoundland, and he cannot
be ignogant that many of the lower order who would now stay,
would, fif it. were not for the convenience with which they ob-
tain aliolution here, go home for it, at least once in two ot
three years; and the Governor has been misinformed if Mr.
O'Donnell, instead of advising his hearers to return to Ireland,
does not rather encourage them to winter in this country. —
On board the * Salisbury,” St. John’s, November 2d, 1790.”
Such was the condition of society in Newfoundland only ninety-
two years ago! Settlers were still regarded in the light of
. intruders, religious toleration was only beginning to dawn.
The stormy ocean alone was free to the people, and on its pre-
carious harvests they had to subsist. The wealth which their
toil won from the deep did not remain in the island, but went
to enrich other countries. We cannot but admire the energy
of a people who, amid these discouragements and tyrannies,
continued to cling to the soil, bravely pioneering the way for
happier generations to come.

The years following the Treaty of Paris, in 1763, were marked
by a decided increase in the products of the Newfoundland
fisheries, which, in 1765, amounted to 493,684 quintals, being
an increase in two years of 145,360 quintals of codfisfh. In
1764, Newfoundland was fortunate enough to have appointed to
the governorship, Captain, better known as Sir Hugh Palliser,
who presided over its affairs for four years. A man of capacity
and conscientiousness) he devoted himself earnestly to a study
of the fisheries and the condition of the inhabitants. * He soon
recognized the sufferings to which the resident population were

sthected and his humamty led him patiently to investigate ,

the causes and to devise remedies for them. His first care was
to regulate the relations which existed between British and

Fronch subjects, who had a concurrent right of fishing in the »

waters of the same coast, the sovereignty of which belon(ved
to Britain. While he secured the French in the exercise of all
the rights and privileges acquired by the Treaties of Utrecht
and Paris, and ordered that they were to be allowed to pros-
ecute the fishery, within the limits assigned them, without
molestation, he also clearly recognized that within these limits
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they had no superiority over Bfitish fishermen, and no exclusive

right whatever. He successfully regulated the salmon fishery,

which subsequently increased greatly in extent and value.

The condition of Labrador also engaged his attention. A

number of Europeans had taken up their abode in a part of

this territory, and by wantonly injuring had alienated the

natives ; while at the same time much confusion had :u‘iscl{(
from some, Canadians who claimed to have vested rights ()vct\
certain tracts of land. He personally surveyed the district,!
and by various wise measures he greatly modified these local

troubles, and received the thanks of the merchants and their

agents on the coast of Labrador. Sé many, however, were

the difficulties and disputes arising from the former connection

of the country with Canada, that, in 1773, it was deemed advis-

able to restore Labrador to the jurisdittion of that province.

Previous to this ‘stef, Governor Palliser, who took a warm

interest in the Esquimaux of Labrador, issued a passport to

four of the. brethren of the Unitas Fratrum, or Moravians, who
wished to establish missions among these savages, with a view

to their conversion to Christianity. All His Majesty’s subjects

were commandéd to render-every aid and friendly assistance to

these excellent men, whose labors have been attended with a

great amount of Christian good amongst the Esquimaux of

Labrador.

Governor Palliser’s interest in Newfoundland did not termi-
nate with g#e expiration of his term of office. He was succeeded
by the Honorable Captain John Byron, who in his turn was
followed by Commodore Mullineaux, afterwards Lord Shuldham.
But on Palliser’s return to England he was called upon to aid

"in drawing up an Act, now loudly called for, to remedy some
of the more crying evils of the old system. This new Act was
passed by-the British Parliament in 1775. It is entitled Stat-
ute 15 George III., c¢. 31. In the island it is known as Pal-
“liser’s” Act. Its design was not to abolish the obnoxious
Statute ¥0 and 11 William III., but to remedy some of its
defects, and enforce ‘its provisions under special penalties. Tt
still aimed at keepirfg alive the principle f a ship-fishery, car-
ried on from England. In order to secure the return of the
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fishermen to England, it empowered the masters to detain forty
shillings out of their wages for paying their passage home. It
forbade masters to suffer seamen to take up more than half
their wages in articles of supply, and obliged them to pay the
other half in cash or good bills on England or Ireland. It gave
the fishermen a lien on the fish and oil for their wages, and
provided bounties for the encouragement of industry in the
taking of fish. These were undoubtedly great improvements,
“4nd helped to terminate the contentions between masters and
servants, securing to the latter their wages at the close of the
fishing season.

The records of this period show that the resident population
went on steadily augmenting. In addition to the natural in-
crease, Ireland continued to send emigrants to Newfoundland in
considerable numbers, notwithstanding the disabilities under
which the adherents of Catholicism still labored. Harsh regu-
lations against the Irish were enforced by successive governors,
One of these was that not more than two Roman Cathclic men
should dwell in one house during the winter, except such as had
Protestant masters ; and another that all Roman Catholic chil-
dren, born in the country, should be baptized according to law.
These stringent regulations, howevér, failed to deter Irish emi-
gration from the old country. Not only men, and women
under the protection of their husbands, but even women by
themselves arrived at St. John's every summer.

In spite of these new-comers, it must be noted that whatever
improvements had hitherto taken place, the country was still
regarded by the government in the light of a mere Fishery.

There was as yet no legal provision for the acquisition of prop--

erty in the soil. Only the temporary use of portions of the
shore for fishery purposes was allowed. No one could lawfully
own any portion of the land for the purposes of cultivation.
It was, nevertheless, found to be altogether impracticable to try
and stop some of the settlers from enclosing plots of ground for
gardens or pasture. Not a few favored individuals eventually
succeeded in obtaiming a recognition of their right of property,
in such enclosures, from the governors. fter a time, a con-
flict arose between these: so-called priva® rights and those of
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wty the masters of fishing-vessels in regard to. their respective

It houndaries. The result was an order from Governor Palliser,
alf disallowing any titles to land, and declaring that “ no Governor

the or other person having been empowered to parcel out and divide
ave lands, or to pass patents or grants for lands in this country, the
and whole must be deemed, according to the Fishing Act, a public

the common, and free to all persons to cut wood for the uses of the
nts, fishery, for fuel, etc., or to turn ‘cattle upon, or to cut grass.”
and Further, it was ordered that “if any person hereinafter shall
the presume to fence or to enclose any lands, contrary to this
order, all persons are at liberty to take down such fences or
ion enclosures.”
in- A new source of trouble now presented itself, entailing severe
din sufferings upon the whole population in connection with the war

der ; between Great Britain and her revolted colonies in North
gu- America. This war which, raging for seven years, terminated
s, in 1782 with England’s recognition of the independence of the
nen United States, was seriously detrimental to the interest of New-

had foundland. The first Congress passed a decree, on the 5th of
hil- September, 1774, forbidding all exports to the British posses-

aw. sions, This blow fell with special severity upon the resident
mi- inhabitants of Newfoundland, as well as on those who carried on

nen the fishery from England, as for a lengthened period they had
by been accustomed to obtain their necessary supplies from the
New England States. A sudden arrest of this commercial in-
ver tercourse threatened the colony with absolute famine. To meet
still the difficulty vessels were at once detached from the fishery and
ry. sent to Ireland, in ballast, to procure provisions. Gloom and
op- . despondency prevailed throughout the island, coupled for a time

the with scarcity and want. American privateers appeared off the
ly coasts, and, entering the harbors, destroyed a great deal of
on. valuable property. They were eventually held in check by the
try English cruisers, which captured or burnt not a few of them ;
for but the war, nevertheless, inflicted great hardship and inconven-
lly ience upon Newfoundland. To add to the trials of the people,
ty, in 1775 one of the most severe storms ever known in those lati-
on- » tudes swept over the island. Hundreds of fishing-boats were
of destroyed, many great ships went by the board,”and not fewer



58 NEWFOUNDLAND.

than three hundred men perished. The sea suddenly rose .

twenty feet above its usual level, causing immense destruction
on land, as well as in the harbors. . To this distress, arising from
natural causes, were added sufferings from the want of sup-
plies which had been cut off* by the war.

The attention of successive governors was mainly taken up
in providing for the safety of the capital, and the protection of
the country generally. In this they were loyally aided and
supported by the great majority of the people. At various
points which were specially exposed, they constructed batteries,
mobinted guns and manned them. The defences of St. John'’s
were greatly strengthened. A new fort, called Fort Towns-
hend, was erected on a height commanding the harbor from its
north-western side. The garrison consisted of 459 regular sol-
diers and 200 volunteers, and 1,500 stand of arms were sent
out from England, and distributed in the various harbors, so as
to enable the people to defend themselves. Ships of war were
kept constantly cruising around the coast. When, in 1778,
France joined the United States, and agreed to support them in
their struggle for independence, Rear-Admiral Montague, then
governor of Newfoundland, captured the islands of St. Pierre
and Miquelon, and sent 1,932 of the French inhabitants home
to their native country.

The unhappy war between England and her North American
colonies terminated in the peace of 1782, and the acknewledg-
ment of the independence of the United States. This intro-
duced a change for the better in Newfoundland. Its trade and
industries revived. The population were no longer harassed by
privateers and the dread of invasion. Vice-Admiral John
Campbell was appointed governor., He proved to be a man of
an enlightened and of a liberal spirit. To him the people were
indebted for terminating religious intolerance and persecution.
In 1784 he issued an order, addressed to the magistrates
throughout the island, which left no room for doubt or cavil.
“ Pursuant to the king’s instructions to me,” ran this manifesto,
“ you are to allow all persons inhabiting this island to have full
liberty of conscience, and the free exercise of all such modes of
religious worship as are not prohibited by law, provided they be
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content with a quiet and peaceable enjoyment of the same, not
giving offence or scandal to Government.” ‘The year which
saw this happy change bhrought the Rev. Dr. O’Donnell, a
Roman Catholic clergyman, to the island, with full liberty to
perform all the rites and ceremonies of his church. For a
number of years he was the only Prefect Apostolic, that is, a
priest exercising episcopal jurisdiction, in Newfoundland ; and
f'"d it was not till 1796 that Dr. O’Donnell was consecrated Vicar
s Apostolic of the island and Bishop of Thyatira in partibus.
He was the first regular authorized Roman Catholic missioner in
the island after it became a purely British settlement.

In 1786 Rear-Admiral Elliot was appointed governor of
the island, and in the same year His Royal Highness Prince
William Henry, afterwards King William IV., visited New-
foundland in His Majesty’s ship “ Pegasus,” of which he was
captain, and which lay for some time in the harbor of Placentia.
The expenses of the civil government of the island at this time
were very moderate, amounting to no more than £1,182 per
annum, of which £500 was appropriated as the governor’s
salary.  The fisheries meantime were increasing, the return
for 1785 showing that 591,276 quintals of dried codfish were
shipped to foreign markets. Commercial intercourse with the
United States of America was résumed at this time, and an
Act was passed permitting the importation of bread, corn, and
live stock from the States, but only in British vessels.

We have seen how the authority of the fishing admirals
gradually came to an end; the commanders of the king’s
ships, who visited the island in summer, assuming the admin-
istration of justice, and holding courts in which all causes of
complaints were determined. The governor gave to these
commanders the title of Surrogates, their office implying that
they had been legally deputied by the governor to act as his
deputies. Under this character the authority of the governor
was beneficially exercised. The Courts of Session, composed
of the justices of the peace for the several districts, adminis-
tered justice in the absence of the commanders during the win-
ter season. The Vice-Admiralty Court, established in 1765,
'y be had been gradually extending its jurisdiction, till it assumed
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the right to adjudicate in matters of debt and others of a civil
nature. A new ActWas now passed (26 George III., c. 26),
continuing the bounties on the fisheries for ten years, and
abridging the powers of the Court of Vice-Admiralty. To the
latter arrangement a bold and pertinacious resistance was
made ; and at length it was found necessary to put an end to
the whole of the judicature of Surrogates, Courts of Session,
and Vice-Admiralty, which rested on very weak foundations.
After a variety of imperfect attempts, an Act was passed in
1792, creating a Supreme Court of Judicature of the Island of
Newfoundland, with full power to hold plea of all crimes and
misdemeanors, and to determine suits and complaints of a civil
nature, according to the law of England, as far as it was appli-
cable.  This court was to be under a chief justice appointed
by His Majesty. Power was also given by the same Act to
the governor to constitute courts of civil jurisdiction, to be
called Surrogate Courts, in other parts of the island. Chief
Justice Reeves, a man of sound legal knowledge and extensive
acquirements, was sent out to open the Supreme Court. He
was instructed to report to the British Government on the con-
dition of the country, 50 as to furnish faa%s and figures which
might be useful in future legislation. He published a work
under the title of “ A History of the Government of Newfound-
land,” which is, as far as it goes, the ablest and most trust-
worthy book on the country. The outcome of his reports was
another Act of Parliament, passed in 1793, by whichthe
Supreme Court was established, and in 1809 was made perpet-
ual, together with the Courts of Judicature instituted under it.
The constitution of a Supreme Court marked a new era in
Newfoundland, and terminated that confusion and continual
contention which had previously marked the administration of
justice, and been productive of innumerable evils. Among the
benefactors of Newfoundland, Chief Justice Reeves deserves to
hold a foremost place. In his masterly history of the gov-
ernment he faithfully and fearlessly laid bare the causes of the
evils which afflicted the country. He proved, with conclusive
logic and apt illustrations, that the ascendency so long main-
tained by a mercantile monopoly, for narrow and selfish pur-
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poses, had prevented the settlement of the country, the devel-
opment of its 1'('s0uries, and the establishment pf a proper
system for the administration of justice. No other British
colony had ever been dealt with on the cruel lines laid down
for Newfoundland. Chief Justice Reeves exhibited that fact in
strong colors. He showed also that the administration of its
internal affairs had been of the most inefficient description,
because the merchant adventurers wished to keep all power in
their own hands, and to exclude all competition from without
or within. The changes Chief Justice Reeves effected in the
administration of justice were most beneficial ; but custom is so
difficult to change that it was not till 1824 that an Act was
passed completely abolishing the old anomalous Surrogate
and Sessions Courts, and appointing two judges to assist the
Chief Justice. The island was then divided into three dis-
tricts, in each of which a court was appointed to be held every
year.

Before passing on from this period it is important to recall
the fact that the Treaty of Versailles, concluded in 1743,
effected an important change in the boundaries of that portion
of the coast of Newfoundland on which the French possesséd
certain fishery privileges by virtue of the treaty of Utrecht.
All the stipulatjons of the latter agreement were confirmed with
one exception, namely, that the King of France renounced the
right of fishing from Cape Bonavista to Cape St. John, granted
him by the Treaty of Utrecht, so as to prevent quarrels which
had hitherto arisen between the two nations of France and
England ; and agreed that henceforth the Frenth fishery should
commence at the said Cape St. John, situated on the eastern
coast of Newfoundland, in about fifty degrees of north latitude,
and going round to the north, and down the western coast of
Newfoundland, should have for boundary the place called Cape
Ray, situated in forty-seven degrees fifteen minutes of north
latitude. By the same treaty permission was given to the citi-
zehs of the, United States to fish on the coasts of Newfound-

land, o1 théformer footing ; but they were allowed to cure and
dry only “in the unsettled bays, harbors, and creeks of Nova
Scotia, the Magdalen Islands, and Labrador.” So far as New-
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defining the limits within which the French were to exercise
their privileges, removed a source of contention arising from
uncertainty of boundaries, and ended the incessant quarrels
which had ‘been going on regarding this point. Unfortunately,
however, the ambiguity of the language used in another part
of the treaty gave rise to even more serious misunderstandings,
which continue to this very hour, and have been the source of
constant contentions between the French and Newfoundlanders.
The stipulation referred to ran as follows : “ And that the fisher-
men of the two nations may not give cause for daily quarrels,
His DBritannic Majesty was pleased to engage that he would
take the most positive measures for preventing his subjects
from interrupting in any nianner, by their competition, the fish-
ing of the French during the temporary exercise thereof, which
is granted to them upon the coasts of the Island of Newfound-
land, and that he would for that purpose cause the permanent
settlements ‘which should be formed there to be removed, and
that he would give orders that the French fishermen should
not be incommoded in the cutting of wood necessary for the
repair of their scaffolds, huts, and fishing-boats.” ‘

This is the celebrated section of the Treaty of Versailles
over which volumes of diplomatic correspondence have been
written, and countless battles fought without any satisfactory
result. The French hold that, from the phraseology employed,
the treaty gave them an extension of their formgl privileges,
by securing to them an exclusive right over the coasts and
waters in question. But neither by any British government,
nor by any gavernment or legislature in Newfoundland, has
this claim been allowed. The Crown law-officers of England,
when the matter was referred to them, declared as their inter-
pretation®of the language of the treaty, * that if there be room
in these districts for the fishermen of both nations to fish,
without interfering with each other, this country is not bound

. to prevent her subjects fishing there.” The French have clung

to their treaty rights with deathlike pertinacity. England,
while maintaining that her subjects have a right to ﬁs!ll] concur-
rently with the French in these waters; has always ‘held this
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right in abeyance, and discouraged the exercise of it ; ar ,'until
1881, refused to recognize settlers on that portion of thg coast
as subjects entitled to the protection of law and representation
in the local legislature. Happily this %()licy is now reversed.
Territorial jurisdiction over the whole island is conceded to the
Government of Newfoundland; the power of making land

. grants and issuing mining licenses is accorded, and representa-
tien of the inhabitants in the local Parliament is secured, the

SFrench fishery rights being, of course, strictly recognized. It
now remaips for diplomacy to close, in an equally satisfactory
manner, the conflicting claims to exclusive and concurrent
rights of fishing.

In 1785 the estimated resident population of Newfoundland
was 10,244, of whom about 1,600 were resident in St. John's. .
This shows an increase of 2,744 over the previous twenty-two
years. ‘

In 1787 a bishop of the Church of England was appointed
for Nova Scotiu, and Newfoundland was attached to his see.
The administration at this time was of so primitive a char-
acter thatishe governor regulated the price of food, and fixed
it by proclamation. The trader who disregarded the official
tariff was liabld to the infliction of a heavy fine. Newfound-
land, even when it had power to act offterwise, elected to

* pass through many of the curious stages which the mother-

country had tfaversed during her own slow but glorious march
of constitutionhal liberty.
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CHAPTER V.

“ THROUGH THE FIRE.”

2 [1793-1861.]

The last French attack on the Island — Newfoundlanders not allowed to acquire
land or build houses — Strange examples of the rigor of the law of Wil-
liam ITI. — Refugees from Ireland — Roman Catholic disabilities — Mutiny of
the Royal Newfoundland Regiment — A landmark of Improvement — Houses
built without Imperial permission — The first newspaper — The Red
Indians — A tragical expedition — Governor Duckworth’s enlightened admin-
istration — The rise of St. John’s — A period of inflation — The Treaty of
Paris — The great fire of 1816 — Proposals of depopulation — Agitation for
local Legislative power — Expansion of popular ideas — Representative
Government conferred on the Island in 1832 — Hostility between the two
Chambers — Religious and political rancor — The fire of 1846 — Twelve
thousand people homeless — The proposed Anglo-French Convention of
1857 — Riot and tumult — Peace and progress.

Tue French Revolution culminating in a declaration of war
against England, made the year 1793 one of especial impor-
tance to Newfoundland. Preparations were again active in
anticipation of a descent upon the island. Admiral ,Wallace,
the newly-appointed governor, maintained the small force
under his command at St. John’s in the highest state of efficiency.
The forts were strengthened, the batteries made ready for action.
Volunteers flocked to the national standard. A spirit of loyalty
manifested itself on all hands. In addition to the formation of
a volunteer force, the governor was authorized to raise a New-
foundland corps of six hundred men, a step which was attended
with great success. In September, 1796, a French squadron
appeared off the harbor of St.,/John’s. The fortifications were
manned, the gunners at theirposts awaited the expected assault,
the British flag flew defiantly over the town. More than once
in its previous history St. John’s had proved to the French a
difficult nut to erack. On this last occasion of their hostile sur-
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vey of the place they passed on without even challenging a

shot. The settlement at Bay of Bulls, a short distance south
of the capital, however, felt/the power of the enemy. They
burnt the defenceless place’and plundered the vessels that lay
at anchor off the coast. Satisfied with this small exploit,
the squadron put to sea and disappeared. Notwithstanding the
gigantic struggle between mother country and France, that
went on for many years after this incident, Newfoundland was
leftat peace ever afterwards. _No other force hostile to England
has since these exciting days fired the warlike ardor of the isle,
or threatened the repose of its rising settlements.

1 to acquire

law of Wil- Admiral Waldegrave became governor in 1796. He proved
- Mutiny of to be a very humane and enlightened ruler. Finding many of

1t — Houses the people in very poor circumstances he organized a plan
~The Red Fadi :

it for relieving their wants by means of a voluntary annual sub-
ened admin- S g - A 2
e Treaty of scription among the wealthier inhabitants. There was a turbu-

gitation for lent spirit as well as much undeserved poverty in the island,
’T‘;;:“"{“‘“ the result of a lax government, which was more particularly
e (&) wo S -

., weak during the winter months. An order was therefore ob-
6 Twelve o]

wention of tained for the Chief Justice to winter in the island. With the
governor, this high functionary was in the habit of spending
the winter in England. The times were everywhere troublous,
sl fmpor- :1!1(! the governor felt the nec'es.sity 9f vigi!unc.e on the part of
ke 6 civil power in the proper adm!mstrfltlon of justice and the pres-
Wallace ervation of order. At the same time he showed a keen sym-
pathy for the local fishermen, whose condition was at this time
very deplorable. In one of his despatches he speaks of the
conduct of the merchants at Burin, who had complained to him
of the emigration of some of the inhabitants to Nova Scotia, in
terms which demonstrate only too clearly the social state of the
people. “One point seems clear,” he says, “and this is, that
unless these poor wretches emigrate they must starve ; for how
can it be otherwise while the merchant has the power of setting
his own price on the supplies issued to the fishermen, and on
the fish which these people catch for him? Thus we see a set
of unfortunate beings worked like slaves and hazarding their
lives, when at the expiration of their term (however successful
their exertions) they find themselves not only without gain,
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but so deeply indebted as forces them to emigrate, or drive kiowlsdaed
them to despair.” He further relates how the merchants re- employeg i
fused to allow a tax of sixpence per gallon on rum, to help to 10 and 11
defray administrative expenses; and he describes them as from  fosime
“opposed to every measure of Government which a governor BR—

may think proper to propose for the general benefit of the the vemsOvE

island.” e doubt assis
It seems strange that it did not occur to the governors that No less i

the right way to relieve the fishermen from their poverty and for three y
serfdom, was to encourage the resident population to cultivate sheriff proh!
the soil, as a means of adding to their comforts, and securing
their independence. It must be remembered, however, that a fence,- on
the governors were naval men, who were inclined naturally to sovernor of
sustain the old theory, that the island was to be preserved as a Ead built *s
fishing-station and training-port for seamen, not as a home for a { the sheds ta
civilized community. Even under Waldegrave all grants of chimneys,
land were sternly refused. The shores were declared to be for the shetiff w
the use of the migratory fishermen whe came from England, ° sbout to ‘tal
and no local appropriations could therefore be allowed. This N Gt
policy, enforced by law, and cordially approved by the mer- land, save o
chant class, was carried out by successive naval governors, with not to be hé
the sternest quarter-deck discipline. Two instances may be | e
quoted by way of illustration. In 1790 Governor Milbanke siderably in
discovered that a certain Alexander Long had, without per- o T 65 i
mission, erected a house. He immediately wrote to the magis- dent popula
trate declaring that * it must and shall come down.” In vain each year.

did the builder plead ‘t)ét “it was only a covering for his potato ton b tha 1
cellar.” The sharp-eyed governor surveyed the structure, and end of eack
found, he declares, that * it had a complete chimney, if not ytwo, ' sonhe i
and lodging for at least six or eight dieters”; so that if was might be pi
clearly intended for ‘a human, habitation, and must be pulled *
down by the sheriff. To remove all doubt upon the matter, he
announced, in the same letter, that if in futare any building
should be erected, except for the salting and curing of fish, “it the combervy
must “unavoidably be taken down and removed.” He added: in spite of
“ It may not be amiss at the same time to inform you I am also The first to |
directed not to allow any possession as private property to be
taken of, or any right of private property whatever to be ac-
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rive knowledged in, any land whatever, which is not actually
£o- employed in the fishery, in terms of the afore-mentioned Act,
p to 10 and 11 William III., whether possessed by pretended grants

as from former governors, or from any other (no matter what)
rnor unwarrantable pretences. The sheriff will have directions about

the the removal of the house above-mentioned, which you will no
» doubt assist him in executing.”

that No less rigorous was Admiral Waldegrave, who was governor
and for three years ending 1799. « He had issued orders to the
ivate sheriff prohibiting any erections during his absence in the winter.
wing Finding on his return that a Mrs. Gill had audaciously erected
that a fence, on the plea that she had received a grant from a former
ly to governor of a piece of ground, and that two other individuals
as a had built “sheds,” he sharply rebuked the sheriff, and ordered
for a the sheds to be taken down ; and at the same time he prohibited
s of chimneys, or even the lighting of fires in sheds, and threatened
3 for 4 the sheriff with dismissal if such deeds were repeated. When
land, about to take his departure, he put on record, for the benefit
This of his successor, that he had made no promise of any grant of
mer- land, save one to the officer commanding the troops, which was
with not to be held by any other person.:

y be These restrictions pressed so hardly on the people, now con-

anke siderably increased in numbers, that even the merchants began
per- at last to see that it wodld be for their advantage to have a resi-
1agis- dent population, instead of bringing out fishermen from Britain

. vain each year. They petitioned Governor Waldegrave for a relaxa-
otato tion of the rule requiring the departure of all fishermen at the
, and end of each season. They even went so far as to suggest that,
two, in some cases, the enclosure of portions of unoccupied land
b was might be permitted with advantage. The governor did not

wlled
i, he
lding
h, it
Ided :

1 also

respond to their representations. It is evident, however, that
new ideas were fermenting in the minds of men, when such
sweeping changes and daring innovations were advocated by
the conservative class. The memoéry of Governor Waldegrave,
in spite of his eccentricities, was long deservedly respected.
The first to institute charitable societies, he fostered education,
to be and secured the erection of a new church in St. John’s. Not-
e a0 withstanding the conflict raging between England and France,
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- Newfoundland went on increaging in population and wealth, home for 1
All competitors in the fisheries were swept from the seas. The this robus
fish-markets of Europe were exclusively in the hands of the from the ¢
merchants of this country, so that fish rose to an unprecedented consequen
price. When Governor Waldegrave took his departure, in \ safe from
1799, there were four hundred vessels engaged in the . trade of drove man
the country, and about two thousand boats. The export of with them
codfish reached half a million of quintals. The capital invested from Irels
in the fishery of cod, s{;lmon, and seals was not less than a mil- refuge am
lion and a half pounds\sterling. This degree of prosperity was Newfound|
reached, although settlement was prohibited, and those who re- supplied fi
mained in winter were chiefly persons connected with the trade ! prosecute
of the country, or those who were too poor to make the annual fishing sea
voyage home. The vast wealth realized by the fisheries all the increas
went to enrich other lands. None of it was spent in the other class
improvement of Newfoundland, or in the promotion of civiliza- As popr
tion among the resident population. ‘ drawn to t

When-the social disadvantages under which the population ‘ of Englanc
was gradually forming are taken into account, it is not wonder- the Gospel
ful that disorder, immorality, and crime should have prevailed tered child
more or less. Indeed, all things considered, the wonder is to faithfully
find such a degree of order and respect for law, and for the places. A
rules of morﬁlity, among a people for whom so little was done duced, anc
in the way of education and religious instruction. In many of toleration
the smaller and more remote settlements, successive generations Rome appe
lived and died without education or religious teaching of any devotion a
kind. The lives of the people were rendered hard and often and privat
miserable for the express purpose of driving them away. The the educati
governors”of those day considered that loyalty to England churches.
rendered it imperative on them to depopulate Newfoundland. better amo

In the face of all these severe discouragements the setflers— Such wa
held their ground, increased in numbers, and improved their serious ala
social condition. However slow their progress, that they among the
advanced at all furnishes abundant proof that among these Royal New
hardy pioneers there were men of the right stamp for building from amon
up a new community, men of moral worth and force of char- had sympaf
acter, who saw, in the midst of their rough surroundings, that ignorant of
here was a spot which might one day be made into a desirable cert with tl




“THROUGH THE FIRE.” - 69

lth. home for themselves and their children. No doubt, along with
The this robust element there was a baser intermixture of people
the from the old land — spendthrifts and criminals flying from the
ted consequences of their misdeeds to a country where they were
, in \ safe from the arm of the law. Debt, want, and oppression
e of drove many to emigrate in those troubled times. They carried

t of with them the embittered memories of their wrongs. Many
sted from Ireland, especially after the troubles of 1798, found a

mil- refuge among their kindred or countrymen on the shores of
was Newfoundland. The Saxon strength of the settlements was

) Te- squplied from England, numbers of those who came out to
rade prosecute the fishery remaining behind at the close of each

nual fishing season. The advancing prosperity of the colony, and

3 all the increased value of the fishery products, tended to attract

the other classes of emigrants.

liza- As population increased the attention of the churches was
drawn to the spiritual destitution of the people. The Church

wtion of England, acting through the Society for the Propagation of

ider- the Gospel, ende: uoud to provide for the wants of her scat-

ailed tered children. Clergymen left the old country, and labored
is to faithfully in St. John’s, Harbor Grace, Trinity, and other
r the places. As early as 1786 Wesleyan Methodism was intro-
done duced, and gradually attained a vigorous growth. Religious

y of toleration being proclaimed, many priests of the Church of
tions Rome appeared in the island. They toiled with commendable
" any ‘ devotion among their flocks, loyally battling with hardships
often and privations. Secular and bunday schools were opened for
The the education of the young, in connection with the ;dlﬂt‘l(‘l)t
rland churches.  These influences gradually effected a change for the
land. better among this long-neglected people.

ttlers— Such was thc condltlon of things when, in the year 1800, a
their serious alarm was crgated by the dlsco\ ery of a mutinous plot
they among the soldlc}lst.moncd in St. John’s, composing the
these Royal Newfoundland Regiment, which had been enlisted chiefly

1ding from among the populace. The conspirators appear to have
char- had sympathizers and adherents among the more turbulent and
. that ignorant of the lower classes, who were prepared to act in con-
rable cert with the mutineers. It was believed that a secret society

b |
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was at the root of the mischief. The plan of the mutineers
was to desert with their arms, and, being joined by their friends
outside, to plunder St. John’s, and afterwards escape to the
United States. Had the conspiracy not been detected in time,
serious results must have followed, involving robbery and
assassination, not alone in St. John’s, but throughout the
island, wherever disaffection spread. The discovery of the plot
was made by the Roman Catholic bishop, Dr. O’Donnell, who
promptly informed the commanding officer, Major-General
Skerret, of the impending peril. This loyal prelate had
already exerted his influence among his own flock to counteract
the evil influences that had been at work, and to prevent an
outbreak. The commanding officer acted with great prompti-
tude and decision in dealing with the soldiers, some of whom
were tried by court-martial and executed. The regiment was
relieved by another from Ilalifax, and the alarm speedily sub-
sided. All classes felt an:] acknowledged the debt of gratitude
due to Bishop O’Donnell for his conduct on this ocecasion.
During the whole time of his residence in Newfoundland this
excellent man labored to advance the best interests of the
people, to promote harmony and kindly feeling between Prot-
estants and Catholics, and to counteraet sectarian animosities.

To mark their sense of his patriotic services the British Gov-
ernment bestowed on Bishop O’Donnell a pension of £50 per
annum — a more munificent gift than that bestowed by James
on “him that found the island,” it is true, but inadequate as a
reward for distinguished service, and hardly worthy of the dig-
nity of a British Government.

Admiral Gambier was appointed governor in 1802. At this
date the population of St. John’s was 3,420 of whom 1,139
were Protestants and 2,281 Catholics. Governor Gambier
endeared himself to the colony through his benevolent efforts to

ameliorate the condition of the people, by the introduction of
sanitary arrangements in St. John’s, and the promotion of chari-
table institutions for the relief of the poor. He worked hard to
increase the number of the clergy, and the establishment of
charity schools. During his administration, for the first time
one of the native Indians was brought to St. John’s. This was
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an Indian woman who had been captured by a fisherman. She
is described as having been of a copper color, with black eyes,
and hair like that of a European. After spending a winter in
St. John’s, and being treated with great kindness, she was sent
back to her tribe in charge of her captor, with conciliatory
presents of various kinds ; but nothing more was heard of her.
It appears from a proclamation issued in 1769 that great cruel-
ties had been practised on the aborigines by the rude fishermen
of those days, who often destroyed them without provocation
or excuse. A proclamation denounced these barbarities, and
threatened heavy penalties on any who should be guilty of such
crimes. Strenuous efforts were made afterwards to open com-
munications with the natives, but without result.

It is significant, regarding the system which still prevailed,
to find that on his return to England Governor Gambier had to
ask indemnity for granting a lease of cighty acres of waste
ground for pasturage for sheep and cattle for the convenience
of the people of St. John’s. He was succeeded in 1804 by Sir
Erasmus Gower, during whose adminstration a most important
work was carried out, He found that the waterside premises
in the harbor of St. John’s, designated ships’ fishing-rooms, to
the distance of two hundred yards from high-water mark, were
nominally reserved for fishery purposes, but that the principal
buildings of the town had literally been huddled into this space ;
there being no permission to erect permanent houses elsewhere.
He succeeded in obtaining the consent of the British ministry
to a new arrangement, by which the ground contiguous to the
water was reserved for the purposes of a mercantile port, and
the land higher up was sold in small lots for the erection of
houses. A new road was laid down parallel with the harbor,
at a distance of two hundred yards. It was not, however, until
seven years afterwards, in 1811, that ships’ fishing-rooms, now
utterly disused for the original purposes, were finally abolished,
and let for building purposes.

The annual rent of the ground thus disposed of by public
auction, on leases of thirty years, amouBted to £1,600 — a
proof of the increasing: wealth of St. John’s. Thus the old
system of prohibiting the erection of houses without a written
permission from the g})vernor at last received its death-blow.
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The improvement of the town dates from this event. Pre-
viously, owing to the instructions against building, and the
irregularity in erecting some kind of shelter for the rapidly
increasing population, the wooden huts were huddled together
in such a way as to presept a continual danger of fire. With
the exception of one house the town was built entirely of wood.
The principal thoroughfare was in one place not more than six
feet wide. All the streets were narrow, unpaved, and un-
lighted. It is noteworthy to find the merchants of St. John's
in a memorial presented to His Royal Highness the Prince
Regent, expressing their great * surprise ” that  an Act had been
passed for taking away the public use of certain ships’-rooms in
the town of St. John’s,” complaining of * the exorpitant ” terms
of the leases, and asking that the rents should bé appropriated
to the improvement of the town and harbor ; a request which
was not complied with.'

In 1804 the resident population of Newfoundland was found
to be 20,380, to which may be added 4,000 employed in the
fisheries, who returned to the United Kingdom at the close of
the season. Of the resident population 12,345 were returned
as Protestants, and 8,035 as Roman Catholics. The quantity
of codfish taken was 609,684 quintals. The seal-fishery had
now attained considerable dimensions, 106,739 seals having
been killed in 1804. The salmon-fishery yielded 1,197 tierces.
Three years later, in 1807, the population of St. John’s had
risen to 5,057. The immigration from Ireland had added con-
siderably to the number of the inhabitants.

A very serious grievance, connected mainly with the out-
port population was brought under the notice of Governor
Gower by a petition from the inhabitants of Fogo Island, in
which they complained that *through the imposition of the
merchants or their agents in Fogo by their exorbitant prices on
shop goods and provisions, they were from year to year held
in debt, so as not daring to find fault, fearing they might starve
at the approach of every winter.” They further stated * that the
said merchants arrogate to themselves a power not warranted
by any.law, in selling to us every article of theirs at any price
they think fit, and taking from your petitioners the produce of

the whole )
short, let it
themselves
think most
evils of the
by which t
the fisherm
ment at the
endeavored
tion “requ
before the |
delivery, ti
them, and 1
schedule tk
stores.” It
little effect.
The part:
the subseq
people, gav
began to fe
were not m
ment of an
because of 1
was a firm «
1805 and
of two of
and a news|
conveyance
had no bacl
carried the
Gazette.”
istence. T
days. The
mit, prior t
paper to the
insert in the
the opinion
ITis Majest)




Pre-
. the
idly
sther
Vith
ood.
1 SIX

un-
hn's
'i“(,‘(‘.
heen
18 in
Trms
ated
hich

wmand
the
e of
rned
itity
had
ving
ces.
had

con-

out-
rnor
I, in

the
8 on
held
arve
; the
nted
H‘i('n
e of

“THROUGH THE FIRE.’

the whole year at whatsoever price they think fit to give. In
short, let it suffice to inform Your Excellency that they take on
themselves to price their own goods and ours also, as they
think most convenient to them.” This petition accentuates the
evils of the system of credit at this time universal in the colony,
by which the supplying merchant made advances in goods to
the fishermen at the commencement of the season, taking pay-
ment at the close in the products of the fishing. The governor
endeavored to mitigate this cruel abuse of power by a proclama-
tion “requiring the merchants to make known to their dealers
before the 15th day of August in every year, or at the time of
delivery, the prices of provisions and other commodities sold by
them, and the prices they will give for fish and oil, and to fix a
schedule thereof in some conspicuous part of their respective
stores.” It is to be feared this well-meant regulation had but
little effect.

The partial removal of the old restrictions on settlement, and
the subsequent improvement in the social condition of the
people, gave the settlers new hope and fresh courage. They
began to feel that brighter days were in store for them. They
were not misled. From this time may be dated the commence-
ment of an era of progress. The advance was slow, no doubt,
because of the numeyous obstacles that stood in the way, but it
was 4 firm onward movement that has never halted. The years
1805 and 1806 witnessed the introduction into Newfoundland
of two of the great resources of civilization, a post-office
and a newspaper. Previously letters ‘were sent by any casual
conveyance ; now a postmaster was appointed, but as yet he
had no backing of subsidized mail-steamers. Merchant vessels
carried the letter-bags.  The first newspaper was “ The Royal
Gazette.” It was published by John Ryan, and is still in ex-
istence. The liberty of the press was rather restricted in those
days. The publisher was bound, under heavy penalties, to sub-
mit, prior to publication, the contents of each number of his
impcr to the magistrates in the Court of Sessions, and * not to
insert in the said paper any matter which in their opinion, or in
the opinion of the governor, may tend to disturb the-peace of
Iis Majesty’s subjects.” With such a curb to wear it is likely
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that “The Royal Gazette” proved a very mild and harmless
journal. It was the precursor, however, of a long array.of
newspapers, which appeared in due time and claimed and
exercised sufficient * freedom of the press.” Another hopeful
symptom was the formation of the Benevolent Irish Society, its
object being to relieve the wants and distresses of Irishmen.
In due time the other nationalities represented in the population
followed with the St. George’s Society, the St. Andrew’s So-
ciety, and the British Society, all existing to-day, well managed
and useful institutions.

Admiral Holloway was the next governor. He arrived in
1807, and one of his first acts was to tighten the reins on “The
Royal Gazette,” one of the conditions on which he permitted its
publication being, that nothing should appear in its columns
“indicating anything inflammatory against the Government of
Great Britain or its dependencies ; and never to give or suffer
any opinion to be given upon the policy of other nations, but
to confine the paper solely for what was to the benefit of com-
merce, and the inhabitants of this Government and others trad-
ing with it.” Some of the most noteworthy events during the
administration of Governor Holloway were the reannexation of
Labrador to the Government of Newfoundland in 1809, and the
permanent establishment of the judicial system which had
already been in operation for some years, and which had been
found to work well.

When, in 1810, Sir John Thomas Duckworth became
governor, his commission appointed him Governor and Com-

mander-in-chief over the Island of Newfoundland and the islands °

adjacent, including the Islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, and
all the coast of Labrador, from the river St. John’s to Hudson's
Straits, the Island of Anticosti, and others adjacent. Gov-
ernor Duckworth proved to be a ruler possessed of activity and
intelligence. In order to make himself acquainted with the
condition and wants of the people, he made a voyage, which
extended to the principal northern settlements and also to’
Labrador. When in the latter region, he addressed a procla-
mation to the Micmacs, Esquimaux, and others, assuring them
of the protection of the king, and his readiness to redress their

grievances, ¢
exhorted the
of violence a
Indians of 1
Buchan, R.N
Exploits. 1
met with the
miles into tl
fears, he ind
in order to r
as hostages ¢
the presents
marines lyin,
Their treach:

During C
was erected
sickness, pa
classes, whic
ment of one
shilling annu
needless to s
from time to
of the city a
strumental |
referred to -
wharves and
istration in 1
Britain, and
appeal to for
Old forts w
but happily
cruising in
hopeless.

In the rep
Imperial aut
fully pointed
had now co
administratic



nless
y.of
and
veful
7, its
men.
ition
)} So-
aged

d in
"The
d its
mns
t of
uffer
- but
>0Im-
rad-
- the
n of
| the
had
been

ame
Jom-

ands

and
50N’s
F0V-
and
the
hich

310"

yela-
hem
heir

“PHROUGH THE FIRE." 75

grievances, and do them any service in his power. He further
exhorted them to live peaceably together, and avoid all causes
of violence and bloodshed. He took a great interest in the Red
Indians of Newfoundland, and sent a party qnder Lieutenant
Buchan, R.N., to open communications with a tribe on the river
Exploits. The expedition had a tragical termination. Buchan
met with the Indians after a march of one hundred and thirty
miles into the interior. Having succeeded in calming their
fears, he induced four of them to return with him to his camp
in order to receive presents, leaving two marines with the tribe
as hostages and pledges of good intentions. On returning with
the presents to the Indian camp he found the bodies of the two
marines lying on the ground, pierced with arrows and headless.
Their treacherous murderers had fled.

During Governor Duckworth’s administration a hospital
was erected for the benefit of the laboring classes in times of
sickness, partly by voluntary subscriptions among the wealthy
classes, which the working people aided by a voluntary assess-
ment of one penny in the pound on each servant’s wages, and a
shilling annually from each seaman coming into the port. It is
needless to say that the hospital, which has since been enlarged
from time to time, has proved an inestimable boon to the poor
of the city and its suburbs. Governor Duckworth was also in-
strumental in carrying out the great improvement already
referred to —the leasing of the ground around the harbor for
wharves and sites for mercantile premises. During his admin-
istration in 1812, the United States declared war against Great
Britain, and the governor met with a ready response to his
appeal to form a volunteer force for the protection of the island.
Old forts were repaired and guns and ammunition supplied ;
but happily no enemy appeared, the powerful squadron then
cruising in the surrounding waters, rendering any attack
hopeless.

In the report which Governor Duckworth presented to the
Imperial authorities on the close of his term of office, he faith-
fully pointed out the fact that the circumstances of ‘the colony
had now completely changed, rendering an alteration in the
administration of the laws imperative. The resident popula-
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tion, he stated, had increased so largely that the fisheries were in extent, we
mainly, carried on by them, and it was'now vain to attempt subject to a «
lessening their numbers or checking thesncrease. He therefore acre to ten
suggested that the antiquated statutes should be abrogated ; these unfavo
that the ships’ fishing-rooms reserved for the use.of fishing-ves- land was gre
sels from England, should now be thrown open to the inhabi- usage was ti
tants ; and that all impediments to the cultivation of the soil British Gove
should be removed, so that the increasing numbers of the boring provi
population might provide for their wants{'by agricultural pur- Millions of n
suits, as well as’by the fisheries. . Like seyeral of his predeces- the settlemer
sors, he had to complain of the conduct of ‘the merchants, who offered free |
strongly opposed a duty of sixpence pe“r‘ gallon which he penses were
imposed on rum, and one shilling and sixpence on other - till the lafd
spirits. On this subject he said: “The merchants of St. - constructed ;
John’s have formed themselves into a society, and are making and fortified.
continual efforts for the acquisition of a power which ought given to Nev
not, in my opinion, to be vested™in them.” patches of la

These honest and enlightened representations were not with- accomplishec
out their effect. When the next Governor, Sir Richard Keats, not only wit]
was appointed, in 1813, he was authérized to make -grants of policy of the
small portions of land to industrious persons. The traces of able, and in
the old policy which doomed the island to perpetual sterility, liable to be ¢
did not, however, soon disappear; and the fhfluence of the at the termir
merchant class was long felt in retarding the cultivation of the on payment
soil by absurd restrictions, prompted by a fear that the people was continue
would be drawn off from the fishing industries, the source of tions of suc
their own wealth. From the earliest period their traditional when the o«
policy had been to represent to the parent Government that the local self-go
severity of the climate and the sterility of the soil presented spatches, tol
insurmountable obstacles to cultivation. Even in these present grown into 1
days similar representations have been repeated, to the injury tants ; that -
of the country.p So strong was the feeling against Newfound- greatly need
land at the da® referred to, that permission to cultivate the that a thouse
soil, for which the people had long been begging, was at first and many m
granted reluctantly, and accompanied with such restrictions, vegetables ¢
that it was impossible for agriculture to make any great town,” he ad
advances. There were no roads, nor any prospect of any ing, present
being constructed ; and only small plots of ground, four acres tive little fai
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in extent, were granted on leases of-twenty or thirty years, and
subject to a quit-rgnt of from two shillings and sixpence per
acre to ten and even twenty shillings per annum. Despite
these unfavorable conditions, the number of applications for
land was greater than could be met. In contrast to this hard
usage was the policy pursued, at the very same lime,‘{{y the
British Government, in promoting the settlement ot the neigh-
boring provinces of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Canada.
Millions of money were lavished by Government in promoting
the settlement of these colonies. Large grants of land were
offered free o}' charge ; settlers were advertised for; their ex-
penses were paid; means were provided for their subsistence
till the lad made returns; hundreds of miles of road were
constructed ; canals were made, and harbors were improved
and fortified. On the other hand, not only was there no help
given to Newfoundland, but a heavy rent was charged for small
patches of lahd, let on short leases. Every improvement was
accomplished by the hard toil of the poor settlers themselves,
not only without assistance, but in opposition to the wretched
policy of the Government.  Theii labor rendered the lands valu-
able, and in return they were obliged to pay a rent, and were
liable to be dispossessed of the soil reclaimed by their industry,
at the termination of their leases, which could ouly be renewed
on payment of a heavy fine. This cruelly obstructive policy
was contipued for many years, notwithstanding the representa#
tions of successive governors, and was only effectually ended
when the colony obtained a legislature and the privilege of
local self-government. Governor Keats; in oné of his de-
spatches, told the parent Government that St. John’s had now
grown into a large commercial town of ten thousand inhabi-
tants ; that the operations of the farmer and gardener were
greatly needed, and were extending in spite of all restraints ;
that a thousand acres around the town were under cultivation,
and many more enclosed, and that crops of hay, potatoes, and
vegetables of all kinds were raised. “The environs of the
town,” he added, *the natural beauties of which are very strik-
ing, present to view several neat, well-cultivated, and produc-
tive little farms.”
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Another delusion that had long possessed the minds of permam’:nt
British statesmen received at this time a complete extinction. had realize
The old theory, on which the preservation of the island as a lands, and
fishing-station had been urged, was that these fisheries were an was ma'd(? t
mvaluable nursery for Brltlsh seamen. Now it was discovered ot strivin,
that, in the case of ships of war visiting the island, the deser- lation had :
tions of the seamen were more numerous than at any other dependfant.

_place ; and at the same time the immunity from impressment and artificis
- was a temptation to men in the United Kingdom, who dreaded way for the
such a measure, to transfer themselves to Newfoundland, where and for tw
they were safe. Thus, so far from being a narsery for men to which the ¢
take service in the royal navy, the island was discovered to be The trea
a refuge for those who were unwilling to serve. conflict, fol

While these changes were slowly working their way, and an abrupt |
these improvements taking root, Newfoundland, was.enjoyinga tended the
period of unexampled prosperity. During the long wars which the provisic
followed the French Revolution, the Newfoundland merchants . banks of N
were relieved — first from the competition of the French, and - placed upo
then from that of the Americans. One after another the Con- greater pri
tinental markets opened to them a complete monopoly. The the Amerip
fishing-seasons, too, were generally favorable. At the same the fisheries
time fish rose to three times its usual price, reaching at length a system of
forty-five shillings per quintal. The wages of the fishermen time secur
increased, and, in consequence, large numbers of emigrants, markets, b
many of them from Ireland, sought a home in Newfoundland. The result
In 1814 seven thousand arrived, and in the following year, can fisherie

when a crash was impending, there came four thousand more. to them.
From 1812 to 1816 St. John’s doubled its population, though JOAr Sow fi
therg was not a proportionate increase of houses for the accom- foreigners »
——modation of the new inhabitants. Princely fortunes were made met theirs !
by the capitalists engaged in the fisheries, some of them secur- been mad.e
ing from £20,000 to £40 000 profits in a year. The value of years whic|

the exports rose to £2,900,000 per annum. But if wages were bringing rt
high the necessaries of life reached an enormous price. Flour'.-- chants ““d_
was £8 per barrel, and pork £12 per barrel. The fishermen twelve shi
spent their earnings lavishly at the stores of the merchants, never firms becar
dreaming that the good times were near their close. Of all the property re
great accumulation of capital at this time no part went to the managed t
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permanent improvement of the country. When the capitalists
had realized their fortunes they retired to enjoy them in other
lands, and the country was no richer than before. No effort
was made to open up roads or extend agriculture. Everybody
was striving to make money out of the fisheries. A large popu-
lation had accumulated in a few years, and these were wholly
dependent on an industry which now enjoyed an exceptional
and artificial prosperity. Allghese circumstances prepared the
way for the collapse which folldwed the termination of the war,
and for two or three years of disaster and suffering through
which the colony had now to pass.

The treaty of Paris, 1814, which ended the long European
conflict, followed by a treaty of peace with America, brought to
an abrupt termination the abnormal prosperity which bad at-
tended the prosecution of the Newfoundland fisheries. By one of
the provisions of that treaty, the French right of fishery on the

. banks of Newfoundland and en the coast of the island was re-

placed upon the footing on which it stood in 1792. Even

- greater privileges of fishing in British waters were conceded to

the Americans. Thoroughly impressed with the importance of
the fisheries, both the French and Americans at once established
a system of bounties for - their encouragement, and at the same
time secured to their own fishermen a monopoly of their
markets, by a prohibitory duty on the import of foreign fish.
The result was a rapid development of the French and Ameri-
can fisheries on the Banks, and on the part of the coast conceded
to them. Those who had been reaping rich harvests year after
year now found themselves competing, on unequal terms, with
foreigners who were sustained by bounties, and whose products
met theirs im all fish-consuming countries. No provision had
been made in prospect of such a change during the prosperous
years which preceded it. The crash came at the close of 1815,
bringing ruin and bankruptey to a large proportion of the mer-
chants and planters. The price of fish fell from forty-five to
twelve shillings per quintal. Numbers of large mercantile
firms became hopelessly involved. Others realized whatever
property remained and retired from the country. Only a few
managed to weather the storm. The system of credit on which




RS

e

80 NEWFOUNDLAND.

business was conducted added to the disaster. No less than
nine hundred cases arising out of extensive failures came before
the civil courts. It was estimated that bills to the value of a
million pounds sterling were returned protested in the disastrous
years of 1815, 1816, and 1817, occasioned by the insolvency of
houses engaged in the fisheries. The workingand middle classes
suffered with the rest. Supplies for the fisheries were suddenly
cut off or curtailed. Multitudes were thus deprived of the
means of earning their bread ; while many, by the insolvency
of their employers, failed to receive the wages earned during
the summer. “Nor was this all. The planters ard fishermen
had been in the habit of leaving their savings, during prosper-
ous years, in the hands of the merchants. The greatei' part of
this hardly won money was swept away by the insolvency of
their bankers. . !‘

It is estimated that the working class lost a sum little short
of £400,000 stegling. The large population, attéacted by the
exceptional prosperity of previous years, could not now, in
their present depressed condition, be sustained by the fisheries.
Large numbers were left unemployed, dependent on the

charity of their neighbors. It became absolutely necessary to

remove some of them. At the public expense many of the
most destitute were shipped to Ireland, and over a thousand
were sent to Halifax. ‘Had the policy of colonization been fol-
lowed in preceding years, and a portion of the vast profits
realized from the fisheries spent on the encouragement of agri-
culture, the disasters would have been greatly mitigated. The
bitter fruits of the old restrictive system were now to be
gathered, and the innocent had to suffer with the guilty.
One calamity now followed close on another. In February,
1816, a terrible fire broke out in St. John’s, which destroyed
one hundred and ‘twentjghouses and left fifteen hundred per-
sons without a home. THp loss of property was estimated at
£100,000. The distress opcn.éioned by ‘this disaster was aug-
mented by the inclement season in which it occurred. The
fishery of the following summer was very poor, and the price
of fish low. The spring seal-fishery of 1817 was a failure, and
the summer one of the gloomiest ever known, as regarded the

business of
what seem
the 7th of
away one
wharves,
pnulids st
the 21st N
buginess p
and seeme
of heart-re
left' withou
sessed. A
visions we
from starv:
large cargc
is still gra
Goverpnrel
merchants,
utmost tor
were some
trying sea:
ities with
the dark
commencel
remarkabl)
were consi
enced all
Newfoundl
where visil
plan, and
fire. The
buildings
furnished |
Admiral
tous years
formerly b
and left fo
they were



“THROUGH THE FIRE. 81

 than business of the country. In November of the same year came
vefore what seemed to be the crowning calamities of the colony. On
»of a the 7th of that month another terrible fire in St. John's swept
strous away one hundred and thirty houses, besides stores and
ey of wharves, destroying property- to the value of half a million
lasses pounds sterling. This was followed by a third great fire on
denly the 21st November, which destroyed a considerable part of the
f the buginess portion of the city spared by the former conflagrations,
vency and seemed to complete the misery of th® inhabitants. Scenes
luring of heart-rending distress followed. Two thousand persons were

PR left' without a home, many of them having lost all they pos-
per- sessed. An appeal for help met with a liberal response. Pro-
art of |*  visions were despatched from Halifax to save the inhabitants
cy of from starvation, The people of Boston loaded a vessel with a

large cargo of food of various kinds, —an act of generosity which
short is still gratefully remembered in Newfoundland. The British
oy the Governnrent sent prompt and liberal aid. The governor, the
W, in merchants, and the wealthier classes exerted themselves to the
eries. utmost to-relieve the wants of the inhabitants. Though there

1 the were some disturbances caused by want and misery during this

ary to trying season, yet, on the whole, the people met their calam-
f the ities with fortitude and patience. It was not long before §
usand the dark hour passed away. The year 1818 witnessed the
'n fol- commencement of a reviving prosperity. The fisheries were

profits remarkably successful, and the prices of fish in foreign markets

- agri- were considerably enhanced. A favorable change was experi-

The enced all over the commercial world. The courage of the
to be Newfoundlanders revived, and industrial activity ‘'was every-
y. where visible. St. John’s was speedily rebuilt on an improved

ruary, plan, and precautions were taken to prevent a recurrcnce of

royed fire. The streets were widened, and solid and substantial

1 per- l»uil(lings replaced the crowded wooden erections which had

ted at furnished fuel to former conflagrations.

b aug- Admiral Pickmore had bedg governor during thése calami-
The tous years. He was the first resident governor; the practice
price formerly being that the governors :1r|'ivc(} in July or August,

e, and and left for England in October or November. Henceforward

od the they were required to reside constantly in the island. Gov-
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ernor Pickmore died in St. John’s, in February, 1818, and his
remains were sent to England. He was succeeded, in July of
the same year, by Sir Charles Hamilton.

During the darkest year of this period of distress the mer-
chants applied for aid to the British Government ; and through
their earnest solicitations a select committee of the House of
Commons was appointed to “inquire into the state of trade in
Newfoundland and into the situation of that settlement.” The
committee met in Juide, 1817. The merchants proposed two
modes by which aid might be given. One was the granting of
a bounty, to enable them to compete with the French and
Americans, who were sustained by bounties ; the other was the
transportation of the principal part of the inhabitants, now
numbering 70,000, to the neighboring colonies of Nova Scotia,
New Brunswick, or Canadd. True to their traditions, the
merchants attributed the present depressed state of the fisher-
ies mainly to the increase of the population and the settlement
of the country. This was not the first time they had proposed
the deportation of the inhabitants. In 1670, “the merchants,
owners, and masters of ships, and the inhabitants of the west-
ern part of the kingdom, adventurers to Newfoundland, peti-
tioned the king (Charles II.) that the resident inhabitants
and-- their families, then amounting to 3,171, should be
removed to Jamaica, St. Christopher, or some other of His
Majesty’s plantations.” Now, in 1817, the population being
70,000, they actually ‘proposed their removal as the means
of their own relief. Their traditional attachment to their old
monopoly blindél them to all other considerations. The com-
mittee of the House of Commons, naturally enough, inquired
whether, as the fisheries were insufficient for their support, a
portion of the inhabitants could not find profitable occupation
in the cultivation of the soil. The reply made by witness
after witness was that the agricultural improvement of New-
foundland was utterly impracticable, and only one merchant
urged encouragement of agriculture as a remedy for the pov-
erty of the people. The result was that no effort was ‘made to
open the country for agricultural settlements, and things were
left to right themselves as best they could. It is satisfactory,
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however, to find that the merchants failed to obtain bounties —
the thing they were really aiming at. At the very time that
they were thus trying to depopulate the country, the local
authorities in Massachusetts were giving a bounty for each
Newfoundland fisherman brought into the State. How utterly
unfounded were their representations regarding the sterility of
the soil and the severity of the climate appears from the fact
that .eighteen years afterwards, in 1836, notwithstanding the
restrictions on the cultivation of the soil, the census gave the
value of the annual produce at £191,234 for the land then
under cultivation. In the census of 1845 the estimated value
of land in cultivation and of agricultural stock is given at
£677,040. In fact, wherever ordinary skill and industry have
been exercised in the clearance and cultivation of the soil, it
has never failed to repay the labor expended on it. .The agricul-
tural populations of Newfoundland are more comfortable and
independent than those exclusively engaged in the fisheries. -

Though the colony had begun to recover from the seveye
blows inflicted on its prosperity by thd events referred to, yet
the effects of those three years of adyersity were felt long
afterwards. The heavy losses sustained by the working classes
impoverished large numbers. of them, and the precarious re-
turns of the fisheries kept them in a state of poverty. Dur-
ing each winter season many were dependent on charity. The
evil, however, did not fail to spread, until many had fallen
into a state of chronic pauperism, needing relief every recur-
ring winter. The recklessness and improvidence, generated
by dependence on public charity among this class, proved to
be one of the greatest difficulties that the governing powers
had to contend with. It'is not wonderful, however, that such
a condition of things should, exist, when we remember how an
artificial prosperlty had attracted emigrants in large numbers,
and that a sudden collapse plunged tllc country into almost
universal bankruptey, disarranging its entire business from one
end of the island to the other. This was followed, as we have
already seen, by desfructive fires, which devastated the capi-
tal. The pauperism created by these calamities was long a
heavy burden on the resources of the country. It is impossi-
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ble indeed to withhold our admiration at the fortitude and
patience with which such severe sufferings were borne by the
speople, and at the energy and spirit they displayed in sur-
mounting the difficulties they had to encounter.

The grievances which still pressed on the colonists, and the
imperfect administration of the laws, began at length to sug-
gest to them the necessity of seeking for the acquisition of
institutions for the self-government of the country. An
agitation for local legislative power was commenced in 1821,
but it took more than ten years to wring from the British
Government the concession of a representative government.
The reply to petitions from the inhabitants was that the colony
was not yet ripe for it; that the revenue was insufficient ; that
trouble and disorder were likely to arise by the outcome of the
changes that were asked for. The supporters of the old des-
potic system, as a matter of course, were on the side of the
English ministers ; and it was only when the pressure of pub-
lic opinion became overwielming that the much-needed legisla-
tive power was granted to the colony.

The year 1824 witnessed the introduction of a very important
measure for the better administration of justice in the island,
the defects of the existing incongruous system being very great.
Diserderly practices had crept into the courts, and loud com-
plaints of the decisions of the surrogates especially were made.
To remedy this an Act was passed by the British Parliament
providing that the Supreme Court should be held by the chief
judge and two assistant-judges, and that tHe colony should be
divided into three districts, in each of which a Circuit Court
should be held annually by one of the three judges, an appeal
from the decisions of which was permitted to the Supreme Court.
The same act gave the governor power to institute a-Court of
Civil Jurisdiction on the coast of Labrador. This act with the
royal charter issued in consequence of it, has formed the basis
of an excellent system of jurisprudence in the colony, and
secured for the people the greatest of blessings — the pure admin-
istration of justice, on the principles of English law.

The. commission given to Sir Thomas Cochrane as governor,
in. 1825, ordered that a Council should divide with him the
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and responsibility of his government, former governors having been
y the autocrats, acting on their own discretion. This Council, nomi-

sur- nated by the Crown, consisted of the Chief Justice, the two assist-

ant-judges, and the commander of the troops stationed in St.
1 the John’s. It may be regarded as the first step towards a repre-
sug- sentative government. Sir Thomas Cochrane proved to be an
n of energetic governor, deeply -interested in promoting improve-

An ments, and specially anxious to encourage the cultivation of the
1821, soil. He was much more liberal in making grants of land than

ritish his predecessors, though even his leases were still clogged with
nent. unwise restrictions. He saw the necessity of roads, if agricul-

rlony ture was to make progress, and his Government was rendered for-
that ever memorable by the construction of the first roads ever made
f the in the island. One of these extended to Portugal Cove, nine

des- miles distant from the capital ; another to Torbay ; and another
f the to Waterford Bridge. Along these highways settlements and

pub- cultivation crept steadily, and neat farm-houses were erected.
zisla- A foundation was thus laid for future improvements. Up to this

date, though the country had been inhabited for centuries, the
irtant construction of roads had never been attempted, as it was con-
land, sidered that for fishing-stations the sea furnished sufficient means
rreat. of intercommunnication, and the settlement of the country was
com- not contemplated. Governor Cochrane also commenced and

nade. completed the erection of a new Government House, on such a
ment grand scale that it cost the British Government £30,000. The
chief ideas of the people began to expand, and the desire for represent-

1d be ative institutions now extended to all classes. Public meetings
Court were held ; petitions to the Imperial Parliament poured in, and

ppeal at length the pressure became irresistible. In 1832 the great
lourt. boon of representative government was conferred on Newfound-
rt of land. The island was divided into nine electoral districts, each
h the of which was to have one or more representatives, according to
basis the population ; and every man twenty-one years of age, who
, and had occupied a dwelling-house for one year immediately preced-
lmin- ing the day of election, was entitled to a vote. The first local

legislature was opened, with all due pomp and ceremony, by the
rnor, governor, on the first day of the year 1833, which marked a new
a the . era in the history of the colony. The people had now obtained
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" the power of regulating their own affairs, expending the revenue,
making all internal arrangements, and enacting laws. Their
destiny was in their own hands, and such a power, once con-
ferred, could never be permanently withdrawn. It was certain
ultimately to secure responsible government, with all its rights
and privileges.

Sixteen years had now elapsed since the troubles and losses
of 1816-17 had brought down the fortunes of the colony.
These dark days were now forgotten. Trade was once more in
a flourishing condition. Nothing is more striking in regard to
the business of the country than its elasticity. In 1834 the
value of the exports was £826,659 ; the value of the imports was
£618,757. No less than 888 British vessels, carrying 105,570
tons, and 20 Spanish and American vessels, carrying 2,979 tons,
were employed in the trade. The spring seal-fishery had now
attained large.dimensions, and employed nearly 3,000 men from
the port of St. John’s alone, and 125 vessels. Conception Bay
sent out 218 ships, manned by 4,894 men ; and many other out-
harbors sent large contingents to this lucrative though dangerous
industry. The population of the island was now about 75,000,
and that of St. John’s 15,000. The years which followed the
introduction of representative government were anything but
haleyon days. Political conflicts arose, and were carried on
with much virulence for many years. In the heat of party passion
men forgot the ordinary courtesies and amenities of life. Ran-
cor, hatred, and all the selfish passions had full swing, and the
press teemed with fierce and unscrupulous manifestoes. Unhap-
pily, religious animosities mingled in the strife, and added the
bitterest ingredient to the contest.

From the very first the legislative machinery was found to be
defective, as there was no arrangement for securing a harmoni-
ous codperation between the two Chambers. The House of
Assembly was composed of representatives of the people, who
naturally supported popular rights, and claimed to exercise the
same functions as those of the British House of Commons. The
Council was composed of nominees of the Crown, selected ex-

clusively from the merchant class, who exercised all executive

functions, and held the principal offices of emolument ameng
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enue, themselves. The House of Assembly, in which the executive
Their was not represented, found themselves to possess powers of
con- debating, passing measures, and voting moneys { but the Coun-

srtain cil could throw out all their measures, and were irresponsible to
ights the people. Assembly and Council were at once found to be in

antagonism, the one passing bills, the other swamping them ; so
08ses that the new Constitution was out of gear from the first. Har-

lony. monious action under such an arrangement was almost impossi-
yre in ble.

rd to To these elements of discord were now unhappily added ani-
4 the mosities arising from religious and sectarian divisions, which
8 was ushered in a dark and troubled period in the history of the colony.
5,570 When the religious element is allowed to mingle in political

tons, strife it is sure to take a rancorous form, and bring countless evils
now in its train. The population at this time was composed of one-
fron half Protestants and the other Roman Catholics, the latter being
1 Bay Irish or of Irish descent. Hitherto they had lived in harmony

r out- and mutual good-will. The Catholics had at one time been

erous harshly persecuted, but perfect freedom of worship had been con-
,000, ceded in 1784, and in 1829 they were' finally relieved of all civil
d the disabilities. The introduction of representative government
7 but proved to be the apple of discord among the churches. Old

d on jealousies and distrusts were revived. The memory of ancient
\ssion wrongs and grievances awoke. Each sect dreaded the political
Ran- ascendency of the other, and strove to gain the controlling power.
d the Protestants and Catholics were arrayed against one another in
ahap- the political arena. The press stimulated the strife by violent
d the and vituperative attacks on individuals. The worst passions
were evoked. Politics destroyed even the peace of social and

to be cogmercial life. In two instances outrages of a revolting char-
noni- acter were perpetrated, which added fuel to the flame. Violent
e of scenes at elections were common, and popular commotions had
who to be held in check by the troops. The agitation extended all

e the over the country, and continued, though in a mitigated form,
The for some years. Over this period of political and religious ran-

1 ex- cor it is best to draw a veil, and to consign the memory of it to
utive oblivion. It produced only evil results, which retarded the im-
neng provement of the colony, and wasted energies which should have
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been devoted to the social interests of the people. Happily the
strife has long since ended, and both parties have learned the
bitter but wholesome lesson that there is no good, and may be
much harm, in bringing purely religious questions into political
conflicts.

The height to which the political fever ran will be understood
when it is seen that even the Chief Justice became involved in
party conflicts. Chief Justice Boulton was charged before the
Privy Council by the House of Assembly with being a political
partisan, a corrupter of justice, and a magistrate who endangered
the Constitution and peace of the community. The Privy
Council acquitted him of these charges, but recommended his
removal for having indiscreetly permitted himself *so much to
participate in the strong feelings which appeared unfortunately
to have influenced the different parties in the colony.”

Notwithstanding the antagonism between the House of
Assembly and the Council, the benefits of self-government soon
became apparent in the passing of many exceedingly useful
measures such as were impossible under the old »égime. Acts
were passed for the erection of light-houses at various points
along the coast. An Education Bill sanctioned an annual vote
of money for the promotion of education. Boards were appointed
to cafry out its provisions in each district. Another measure
provided for the establishment of an academy in St. John’s for
the promotion of higher education.

Sir Thomas Cochrane was succeeded, in 1834, by Captain
Prescott as governor. He made liberal grants of land to
hundreds of poor families, and encouraged agriculture so effect-
ually that during his' term of office large quantities of land
were reclaimed from the wilderness. The House of Assembly
appropriated £30,000 for roads and bridges, and wherever
these roads were opened persons were soon found to settle
upon the adjacent lands.

In 1841 Sir John Harvey assumed the government. Having
resided long in the neighboring: colonies, he had a perfect
knowledge of their soil and climate. Setting himself the task
of acquiring accurate information regarding the agricultural
capabilities of Newfoundland, he was soon able to pronounce the
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7 the local soil and climate not inferior to those of Nova Scotia, New
1 the Brunswick, or Canada. He used the most strenuous efforts to

1y be improve and extend agriculture and promote the settlement of
itical the country. He founded an agricultural society, and opened

“its proceedings with a speech which went far to dispel existing
stood prejudices. In his speech before the legislature, after having
ad in resided a year in the country, he said : * Both as respects climate
e the and agricultural capabilities Newfoundland, in many respects,
itical need not shrink from a comparison with the most favored prov-
rered inces of British North America. Its summers, though short,

rivy enjoy an extraordinary degree of yvegetative power, which only
1 his requires to be duly taken advantage of ; its winters are neither
ch to ,unusually long nor severe ; and its autumnal seasons are as open
ately and fine as those of any of the surrounding colonies. In point

of rich natural grasses no part of British North America produces
y of greater abundance. Newfoundland, in fact, appears to me to

soon be calculated to become essentially a rich grazing country, and
seful its varied agricultural resources appear only to require roads and
Acts settlements to force them into highly remunerative development.”
oints He also urged the construction of highways into the fertile belts
vote of the interior, in order to promote settlement. In response to

nted his recommendation the legislature voted £40,000 for roads and

isure bridges, a proof of the wonderful revolution men’s ideas had
s for undergone in regard to the character of the country. The value

of land rapidly increased under Sir John Harvey’s administra-
rtain tion, particularly in the neighborhood of the capital and around

1 to other populous settlements. A most important measure was
Tect- passed during his government, by which it was enacted that all
land Crown lands should be sold by auction at a moderate upset
nbly price, in lots of not modre than a hundred acres, and the proceeds
ever applied to the internal improvement of the island. This was

ettle one of the greatest boons yet obtained for the settlement of the
colony.
wving In consequence of the discord which still prevailed between

rfect the two Chambers, the Imperial Parliament, in 1842, passed an
task “Act for Amending the Constitution of Newfoundland.” The
tural amendment consisted in the abolition of the Council as a distinct
s the branch of the legislature, and in authorizing its members to sit
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and vote in the House of Assembly, where they constituted two-
fifths of the whole. Thus was formed what was known as
“The Amalgamated Assembly,” which continued till 1849, when
the Constitution was restored.

It is but right to state, lest undue importance should he
attached to these political commotions, that it was chiefly at the
Pperiod of each quadrennial election that scenes of confusion took
place, and that the stormy passions then engendered subsided
as quickly as they arose. There was no tendency manifested
to serious crime or chronic social disorder among either of the
two opposing parties. Sir Richard Bonnycastle, in his excellent
and impartial work on the colony, tells us that “scarcely any-
worth mentioning in the way of riot or breach of the

once, at Carbonear, in 1840, although, at the last election in the
capital it was deemed requisite to keep the troops on the alert.”
. « . "The Irish are an excitable race, which they themselves
do not affect to deny ; they are easily led, but difficult to drive.
But ‘the good qualities of the Irish peasant abroad are very
prominent.” . . . “A more peaceable, respectable, loyal, or a
kinder-hearted race than the Newfoundland English and Irish,
whether emigrant or native-born, I never met with; all they
want, now that temperance has so beneficially operated upon
them, is education, agriculture, roads, .and the quiet which a
firm, decided, and impartial Government promises to have in
store for them.” When it is remembered that, at this time,
half the population were Irish or of Irish descent, among whom
it might be expected memories of old-world strifes, wrongs, and
oppressions would be rife ; and that the other half were Prot-
estant and of English descent, accustomed for years to hold
the ascendency, and headed by the wealthy mercantocracy, who
were not inclined to give up their time-honored claim to rule,
it would not have been wonderful to find, in such a society,
atrocities and crimes abounding in a country where the arm of
the law was felt but feebly. “So far was this from being the
case,” says Sir Richard Bonnycastle, “there has not been a
case of capital punishment for years; the people are very
orderly and respectful to their superiors; temperance has
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enrolled under its banners the greater proportion, and house-
breaking and serious crimes are actually unknown; and it is
universally admitted that there is no country in the civilized
world, where greater simplicity of manners or less crime exists,
than in Newfoundland.” *._

The foregoing statement in regard to the peaceable character
of the people is as true to-day as when it was made by Bonny-
castle forty years ago. Now that the memory of the political
conflicts of bygone years is fading away, the people seem to
have learned this great lesson, that the country must not be
governed in the interests of a class or party, but for the benefit
of the whole; that offices of trust and emolument must be
equally open to all, without regard to religious or other
distinctions ; and that the ascendency of any one section,
whether denominational, mercantile, or national, to sway’the
destinies of the country, cannot be tolerated. The baneful
effects of religious animosities in the past lead all intelligent
and patriotic men to resist their introduction into future
political contests. "

Under the progressive government of Sir John Harvey the
colony advanced greatly. Agrfculture made considerable strides,
and the staple industry of the fisheries also extended. Postal
communication was improved. In 1840 a mail sailing-packet
was appointed to ply fortnightly between St. John’s and
Halifax ; and in 1844 this was followed by-the first steam-packet
bearing a mail for Newfoundland.

It was in 1846, the last year of Sir John Harvey’s adminis-
tration, that St. John’s passed through perhaps the most terrible
trial to which it had yet been subjected. On the 9th of June a
fire broke out in the western end of the city, which swept every-
thing before it, and, before night closed in, three-fourths of this
wealthy and populous city were a smoking niass of ruins. The
rapidity of the terrible conflagration was owing in part to a
high wind which prevailed at the time, and which hurled the
blazing brands far and wide, and also to the fact that the greater
part of the houses were wooden. Even the mercantile establish-
ments, built substantially of stone and brick, presented no
impediment to the progress of the fierce conflagration, and with
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a single exception, they were totally destroyed. Nearly all the
public buildings, except Government House, perished. The
Post-Office, Savings-Bank, Bank of British North America,
Custom-House, Police-Office, Exchange Buildings, Ordnance
Store, and several others were burnt to the*ground. To add to
the terrors of the scene, while the red tongues of flame were
leaping from street to street, the huge oil-vats on the side of
the harbor took fire. Liquid-flames spread over the whole
surface of the water and set fire to a number of vessels. Before
the day closed twelve thousand people were homeless, and {
property valued at a million pounds sterling was destroyed.
Still there was no abject despair among the people. Vessels
were at once despatched for provisions. When news of the
terrible calamity reached England a sum of £5,000 was sent for
immediate.relief, and Parliament voted £25,000 more. To this
was added a very large sum collected in the churches, under the
sanction of a letter from the Queen to the Archbishops of
Canterbury and York. The neighboring colonies sent liberal
contributions. Cheered by this generous sympathy, the inhabi-
tants at once set to work to rebuild their city. A law was enacted
prohibiting wooden houses in the business part of the town, and
enforcing increased width of the streets. Some years afterwards
an aburilant supply of water was introduced, so that now St.

John’s is as secure against fire as any other city of the New

World. A recurrgnce of such a terrible conflagration as that
of June 9, 1846, may be regarded as impossible.

Yet another calamity was destined to mark that memorable
year. On the 19th September a storm of unexampled severity
swept over the island, causing an immense destruction of ship-
ping, houses, fishing stages and flakes, fences and bridges, and
engulfing in many instances the fruits of the fishermen’s toils

during the previous summer. These two calamities in a single
 year were a disastrous drawback to the prosperity of the colony
for a long time.

In 1847 Sir Gaspard le Marchant was appointed governor.
Previous to his arrival a strong agitation had sprung up, having
for its object the attainment of a more complete power of self-
government than the Constitution of 1832 had secured. The
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appointments to the principal offices in the colony were still
held by the Crown. The demand now made was for what is
known as *“Responsible Government,” under which all such
appointments were to be at the disposal of the party which
secured a majority in the legislature. This boon of government
according to the well-understood wishes of the people; or, in
other words, executive responsibility, had been already con-
ceded to all the North American colonies; but the ipperial
authorities, notwithstanding petitions from the people and
the amalgamated legislature in favor of it, withheld it from
Newfoundland for a number of years, fearing that the colony
was not prepared for complete self-government. The agitation,
however, in favor of it increased in intensity, and at length, in
1854, it was conceded. Charles Henry Darling, Esq., was
sent out as the successor of Ker B. Hamilton, Esq., to inaugurate
the new system. ’

The importance of possessing those institutions and that civil
administration now granted became especially apparent when,
in 1857, the British Government entered into a convention with
that of the French, for the purpose of settling matters long in

¢ dispute regarding the fisheries of Newfoundland. When the
terms of this convention were made known in the colony they
were found to be unfavorable to its fishing interests, and calcu-
lated to inflict loss, if not ruin, on the main industry of the
country. A storm of opposition was speedily raised, and all
parties joined in denouncing the convention. ~The legislature
appointed delegates to proceed to London and represent the
opposition of the colony to/the propesed arrangement. Other
delegates were sent to the neighboring provinces to invoke their
sympathy and help. Thé British Government, having already
bestowed complete self-government on the colony, yielded at
once, and the obnoxious clauses were withdrawn. A despatch
was sent by the Secretary of State for the Colonies to Governor
Darling, which gave universal satisfdction, and which is regarded
as the palladium of ‘the colony’s liberties in regard to its terri-
torial and maritime rights. It contained the fol]ow& words :
“The proposals contained in the convention having been now
unequivocally refused by the colony, they will, of course, fall

’
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R

to the ground ; and you are authorized to give such assurance

as you may think proper, that the,consent of the community of

Newfoundland is regarded by Her Majesty’s Government as the
essential preliminary to any modification of their territorial or
maritime rights.” This, of course, put an end to all doubt
regarding the power of the colony to regulate its own affairs in
all time to come ; subject, of course, to the rights secured to
the Frenchi by treaty, in connection with the fisheries on the
coast. e

The three years following were fairly prosperous ; the fisheries
were productive ; the populatfon increased ; the revenue was in
such a condition that the legislature was enabled to undertake
works of public utility. The light-houses on the coast were
increased in numbers; steam communication was improved,
both interral “and foreign ; education was fostered; and a
telegraph line was extended across the island. Responsible
government worked well, and introduced many needed improve-
ments. The erection of a telegraph line connecting the island
with the continent of America suggested the bolder project of
laying down a submarine cable from the .eastern shores of
Newfoundland to the Irish coast, a distance of 1,640 miles.
On the 5th of August, 1858, this great historic enterprise was
accomplished, éind the first message between the Old and New
Worlds was flashed across Newfoundland. In 1860, His Royal
Highness the Prince of Wales visited St. John’s on his way to
Canada, and met with a loyal and enthusiastic welcome from
all classes of the people.

In the same year, however, political troubles clouded the
horizon. The old religious dissensions unhappily once more
broke out, in connection with the elections, bringing in their
train some unhappy resulgs/ The party who had been most
energetic in securing responsible government held the reins
of authority for some years. In the session of 1861, however,
a misunderstanding arose between Sir Alexander Bannerman,
who had _been appointed governor in 1857, and Mr. Kent,
the ColofMl Premier. Into the merits of thi§ misunderstanding

it is not necessary to enter, but the result was the dismissal of -/

the ministry by the governor, and an invitation to Mr. Hoyles,
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leader of the Opposition, to form a government. This was
followed by a dissolution of the House of Assembly, and a gen-
eral election in the latter part of April, 1861. The old political
passions, in which religious animosities unfortunately played
a prominent part, were once more aroused into action. The
election presented scenes ?f tumult and violence in several
localities. Protestants and Catholicswere once more arrayed
against each other in the political conflict. At Harbor Main
a life was lost, and at Harbor Grace the disorder was so great
that an election was found to be impossible. The result was
that the new government obtained a majority, the action of the
governor in dismissing his ministry and dissolving the House
being thus sustained by the voice of the people.

When the new House of Assembly was opened, in May,
1861, the political excitement ran high in the capital. The gov-

" ernor received, from a menacing crowd, an ungracious recep-

tion when he arrived to open the legislature. Later in the day
there was a riot. The houses of two obnoxious individuals
were attucked by’the mob. The soldiers of the garrison were
called out to quell disturbances which the police were unable to
suppress. A sad and deplorable scene followed. The mob
assailed the troops with volleys of stones. The commander of
the force ordered a number of his men to fire. Three persons
were killed and several wounded. It was no doubt a fearful
expedient to which the commanding officer had recourse, but on
investigation, the authorities exonerated him from all blame.
The employment of the military in aid of the civil power,
in quelling popular disturbances, is'always hazardous, and can
only be justified in extreme cases.

Thé memory of these unhappy events has gradually faded
away. To-day a nobler and more ﬂutriotic spirit animates
political action, which is now chieﬂj( directed towards the
development of the best interests of the community at large.
There is every reason to hope and believe that religious animos-
ity and persecution are dead in the oldest British colony.
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CHAPTER VI.

“AFTER DARKNESS —DAWN.”
[1861-1882.]

Demoralizing systems of pauper relief — Proposed confederation of Newfound-
land and Canada — Impoftant discovery of copper ore — Geological survey
of the island — Mr. Alexander Murray’s reports — Important revelations
Opposition and defeat of the projected union with Canada — Establishmefit
of steam communication with England — Development of mineral and agri-
cultural resources — Proposed railway — Sir John Glover on,the possibilities
of the country — Government charter granted to the Newfoundland Railway
Company — Turning of the first sod and construction of the first part of the
first railway in 1881 — Prosperous condition of the colony — Final settle-
ment of the French fishery question — New railway projects, with per-
spective plans of increased rapidity of transit between the Old World and
the New— New fields for emigration— A country one-sixth larger than
Ireland, with a population less than two hundred thousand.

U~propucTIvE fisheries and a wide-spread destitution marked
the figst eight years of the decade ending in 1870. A system
had grown up since 1855 of distributing relief among those of
the people who were needy and in want, during the winter
season. The effect was most demoralizing. Many persons who
could have made some provision for the dead season took no
heed whatever of the morrow. Pauperism increased ; reckless
and indolent habits were engendered ; and ere long nearly a
third of the entire revenue went in charity. So many were left
in a condition of semi-starvation, whenever a failure of the fish-
eries occurred, that government found it impossible to dis-
criminate between the applicants for relief. So general was the
distribution of relief that a great majority of the industrial
population soon learned to disregard the stigma qf pauperism.
They claimed public assistance as a private righvt. This con-

- dition of things was a result of the old fatal policy of repressing

colonization, and failing to afford facilities for the people to set-
tle on the land and cultivate it. The population had now
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greatly multiplied. When the hshcrles failed they had 1
other resource on which to fall back. The credit system was
also a factor in the general demoralization. It had existed for
more than a century, and had become part and parcel of the
customs of the country. The effect of issuing supplies, at the
beginning of each fishing-season, to be paid for in kind at the
close, was unfavorable to the formation of habits of thrift and
industry. The returns of the fishermen’s labors were also seri-
ously discounted by the high prices they had to pay for the
supposed privilege of credit.

Governor Bannerman, when opening the legislative session
of 1860, dwelt forcibly or this unfavorable feature of the social
condition of a portion of the working-classes. He urged that
“no pains should be spared to give encouragement to agricult-
ure, and to every other source that can give employment to the
laboring classes, to prevent, as far as possible, their resorting to
pauper relief.” In every succeeding year the warning was
repeated in his speeches regarding tlm dangers of increasing
pauperism, and the nccessity of prmldmg cmploymcnt for the

people outside the fisheries, which could no longer sustain the

numbers who were now engaged in them. The revenue of
1861 fell to £81,000, and the public debt, which had been
mainly incurred in meeting the necessities of the destitute, now
amounted to £180,000. In 1863 the governor’s speech again
proclaimed “ wide-spread pauperism,” in consequence of the
failure of the previous year’s fisheries. A committee of the
legislature was appointed to inquire into the condition of the
fisheries. Their report showed that there had been no actual
decline in the cod-fisheries, the average from 1840 to 1862 hav-
ing been occasionally a little under a mllhon quintals annually,
and at times somewhat over that amount. This national indus-
try was found to be stationary, but the population had increased,
80 that the same amount of produce had now to support a much

larger number. Another committee was appointed to report on-

the agricultural capabilities of the country. They reported
strongly in favor of the encouragement of agriculture, as a
means of repressing pauperism. The soil and climate were
pronounced to be well adapted to the requirements of the
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farmer. The want of roads, however, pre\i’ented any immedi-
ate efforts to settle the fine valleys of the interior. No one as
yet dreamed of a railway as the means of opening up the coun-
try and settling a population in the interior.

In 1864 Mr Anthony Musgrave was appointed governor.
Each year, in opening the session of the legislature, he repeated
the same sad tale of pauperism, and sumrcsted the old remedies.
During this trying period larﬂre numbcrs of the people emi-
grated to the United States and Canada. In 1866 the fisheries
were again unsuccessful. The usual distress and misery
followed. The governor advised the union of Newfoundland
with Canada. He stated that it was greatly desired by the
imperial authorities. The years 1867 and 1868 showed no
improvement, and the financial condition of the colony grew
worse and worse. The governor’s speech, which, of course,
expressed the opinions of his ministers, announced that “year
after year it is more clearly demonstrated that, in the altered
circumstances of the community, the one enterprise and
occupation to which our people are accustomed, is inadequate
to meet the wants of the increasing population.” A gleam of

" hope, however, began to dawn for the people at this time. In
the north of the island copper ore had already been discovered,
and mining was beginning to create a new demand for labor.
Ere long it became evident that the island, so long pronounced
worthless by prejudiced or ignorant persons, was rich in
minerals. This new industrial departure was the first sub-
stantial aid brought to the suffering people. ~ The prospect of
Newfoundland becoming a mining centre gave them fresh hope
and courage. Efforts were renewed, again and again, by the
legislature to obtain from the imperial powers a removal of the
restrictions which prevented land grants or mining licenses
being issued on that part of the coast where the French had
fishing-rights. This embraced half the island, and the better
half, as far as climate, soil, and minerals are concerned. These

applications, however, did not secure the desired concessions.

The people were practically excluded from their own shores.
The effect of this injustice, while repressing enterprise,

deepened the sense of wrong which the English colonists had-

borne with patience though not without protest.
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The commericement of a geological survey of the island, in
1864, under the auspices of the Government, must be reckoned
as one of the most important measures yet introduced for
making known and developing the natural reseurces of the
country. Sir William Logan, the eminent geologist, who had
long been at the head of the geological survey of Canada, was
requested to nominate a competent person to take charge of the
survey of Newfoundland. He selected Mr. Alexander Murray,
who for more than twenty years had been associated with him in
the survey of Canada, ahd whose experience and ability fitted
him specially for this important work. Entering upon his duties
in 1864, he has prosecuted the work till the present time with
commendable zeal and energy, and with important results.
For the first time the resources and capabilities of this neg-
lected country were ascertained and reported on by compe-
tent scientific men. As, year after year, Mr. Murray’s reports
were published, it was at first with.a feeling of doubt or
incredulity that the people heard of the natural riches of the
interior ; of extensive pine forests; fertile valleys, in which
many thousands might find a home ; of carboniferous regions,
containing coal-beds; and immense mineral tracts, which the
labors of many generations were not likely to exhaust. His
survey showed that on the west coast there were 1,320 square
miles of fertile lands, admirably adapted for settlement ; and in
the valleys of the Exploits, Gambo, Terra Nova, and Gander,
not less than 3,320 square miles, equally fitted for agricultural
operations or cattle-raising, much of these regions being
covered with splendid forests —in all nearly three million
acres of fertile land. He further found that the island presents
large developments of “Quebec group,” which is’ the great
metalliferous formation of North America, and therefore might
be expected to be found rich in minerals — a prediction which
has been amply verified. It is much to the credit of successive
governments that the geological survey has been continued
since 1864, and is still going on. The knowledge of t
country obtained through this agency has been gradually
diffused by different writers, and made known in other lan
It can be no longer doubted that Newfoundland now presents a
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promising field for mining enterprises; and that it contains
enough of fertile land to sustain in comfort a population of
s¢veral millions.

The year 1869 brought a turn in the tide of affairs, in the
shape of abundant fisheries, the first for many years which
could be called successful. Many of the people had bheen
devoting themselves more to the cultivation of the soil, and the
harvest this year was good. In 1868 the government had at
length grappled with the system of able-bodied pauper relief,
and cut it off; and the comparative prosperity of the next few
years rendered it possible to enforce this wholesome enactment.
A general election took place towards the close of 1869, which
turned on the question of union with Canada. The result was
a return of a large majority of representatives pledged to oppose
confederation with the Dominion, to. which it was found a large
proportion of the people were opposed. So emphatically did
public: feeling show itsclf in opposition to confederation that
the question has since heen entirely laid aside. Sir Stephen
John Hill succeeded Sir Alexander Bannerman in 1869.

The following years witnessed successful fisheries, accom-
panied by a rise in the price of the products in foreign markets.
Harvests, too, were fairly good, and the revenue derived from
duties on importations rose as the people were able to purchase
more freely the necessaries and comforts of life.

In 1871 the revenue reached the unprecedented amount of
£207,790, which enabled the government to remit some duties
which bore heavily on the working-classes, and also to devote
certain sums to public works. Great numbers of mining
licenses were taken out, and the new industry advanced
rapidly. The expenditure of money, in the shape of wages in
connection with mining, added considerably to the means of

=
the laboring class. The improved condition of the revenue

ermitted increased grants for the construction of roads, light-
o (]

houses, and other works of public utility.

In 1873 direct steam communication with England and
America was established, a contract with the Montreal Steam-
ship Company having been entered into for the conveyance of
mails, passengers, and goods. The arrangement was for fort-
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nightly calls, both of homeward and outward bound ships of *
the Allan Line, at St. John’s, during nine months of the year,
and monthly trips, vid Halifax, during the remainder. The
trade and commerce of the colony were greatly benefited by
this improved means of communication with the outside
world.

A petition was presented to the imperial authorities by the
legislature, asking for the introduction of a judicial system on
the so-called “ French shore ” ; the appointment of magistrates,
the establishment of custom-houses, and the removal of
restrictions on the territorial rights of the colony. In this
petition it was stated that there had grown up, on this part of
the coast, a large population who were outside the pale of law,
so that life and property were insecure, and the means of
civilization entirely absent. Meantime local steam communi-
cation between St. John’s and the principal settlements was
improved and extended to Labrador Channel, St. George'’s
Bay, Bay of Islands, and Bonne Bay. The revenue did not
show any further expansion, and in 1874 was £209,531.

The knowledge of the great natural resources of the country
which had mow been diffused, tegether with the necessity
of providing new means of employment for the increasing
. population, had secured the attention of thoughtful men, who
saw that, for any further progress, the construction of a
railway, to open up the country to industrial enterprise, had
now become a necessity. For some time the idea had been
fermenting in the public mind, but in a country where the
people were but little accustomed to entertain great national
projects, the majority, especially of those whose capital was
invested in the fisheries, shrank from the proposal as visionary
and beyond the means of the colony. Still the question pressed
for a solution: *“What are we to do with our increasing
population who cannot find sustenance from the employment
furnished by the precarious fisheries?” At length, in 1875,
the government resolved on a movement designed to secure
the introduction of a trunk-line of railway. Their ideas were
embodied in the following passage from the governor’s speech
in opening the session of the legislature : “The period appears
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to have arrived when a question which has for some time
engaged public discussion, viz., the constructionof a railway
across the island to St. George’s Bay, should receive a practical
solution. Independently of the benefits to flow from opening
up the great resources of the interior of Newfoundland to the
industry of its people, there is the well-founded expectation
that this line of railway would attract to our shores the mail and
passenger traffic of the Atlantic, for which this island would
afford the safest and most expeditious route between the
Eastern and Western hemispheres ; and thus would be secured
those vast commercial advantages which our geographical
position manifestly entitles us to command. As a preliminary
to this object a proposition will be submitted to you for a
thorough survey, to ascertain the most eligible line, and with a
view to the further inquiry whether the colony does not possess
within itself the means of inducing capitalists to undertake this
great enterprise of progress.”

The result of this proposal was that the legislature voted
the sum of money required for a preliminary survey of the line
of railway, which was completed in the summer of 1875, under
the direction of Mr. Sandford Fleming, C.E., an eminent
engineer who was at the head of the railways of Canada. Mr.
Fleming had, some years previously, published-a pamptlet in
favor of a railway from St. John’s to St. George’s Bay, with a
view of establishing over this line the shortest route between
America and Europe. The survey showed that a favorable
line could readily be obtained, presenting no serious engineer-
ing difficulties.

On reviewing the operations of the previous year at the
opening of the legislative session of 1876, the governor
announced that the fisheries had been but partially successful,
but that enhanced prices had rendered them moderately
remunerative. “The cultivation of the soil,” he said, “had met
with an extraordinary degree of success.” . . . *‘Mining pur-
suits,” he declared, * have acquired an importance rapidly on the
increase.” A large number of mining licenses and grants had
been issued within the year, and Tilt Cove and Bett’s Cove
mines were worked with great success. The government
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brought in a measure to revive the cod fishery on the Great
Banks, by bounties to be continued for five years. This effort
proved highly successful.

The fishery commission in connection with the Treaty of
Washington met in Halifax in the summer of 1876, the Hon.
W. V. Whiteway being the delegate from Newfoundland. The
commission awarded five and a-half millions of lollars as com-
pensa‘’on for fisheries rights extended to the United States
by the Treaty of Washington. Of this sum Newfoundlard
received one million dollars. -

In 1876 Sir John Hawley Glover was appointed governor,
and when opening the legislature in 1877 he said that “mining
eterprise was advancing with rapid strides, and that the
production of copper ore would soon take rank as a staple
resource of the colony.” The revenue was found to be over
the estimate, but the cod-fishery.had heen below that of any |
recent year.

During the session of 1878 the Hon. W. V. Whiteway,
premier, who had taken the lead in introducing the first
measure in connection with the railway survey, moved a
series of resolutions offering a subsidy of $120,000 and a lib~
eral grant of Crown lands to any company that would con-
struct and work a line of railway between St. John’s and St.
George’s Bay. The proposal was cordially agreed to by the
legislature.  Arrangements were made for advertising this
offer, but the British Government refused to sanction the line,
on the ground that its terminus would be on the so-called
“French shore.” The concession of appointing magistrates
and establishing legal institutions and custom-houses on the
western coast had been made in 1877 ; but the imperial author-
ities considered that as negotiations with the French regarding
this coast were then in progress, their sanction of a railway
must be left in abeyance for the present.

After waiting two years it was found that the difficulties
referred to had not been removed, and that the necessity for
opening the country by a railway was. every day becoming
more urgent. Sir John Glover made a journey across the
island from Hall’s Bay to Bay of Islands in the autumn of
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1878, and also visited the mining region. In his speech on
opening the legislature the following year he said: “ My visit
forcibly impressed me with the rich agricultural resources of
this portion of the island and the value of the forest lands —
provisions of nature destined soon to attract and reward large
numbers of industrigus settlers. The long level tract of country,
from South-West Arm, in Notre Dame Bay, to Humber Sound,
affords such facilities for the construction of a main highway
that this great work might be accomplished at a very moderate
outlay.” _

At length, in the session of 1880, the Hon. W. V. White-
way, premier, moved that, as the difficulties in the way of a
line to St. George’s Bay had not been removed, the colony
should now, out of its own revenues, proceed to construct a
railway of about three hundred and forty miles in length, from

" St. John's to Hall's Bay, the centre of the mining region, with
branches to Harbor Grace and Brigus. Such a line would

open some of the most fertile lands in the valleys of the
.Gambo, the Gander, and the Exploits, and would reach the
mining region, and afford vast facilities for carrying on mining
enterprises ; it would also unite populous districts with the
capital. The premier pointed out that there was a continued
recurrence of pauperism in certain districts, when the fluctu-
ating fisheries failed, and that it was necessary to draw the
people more to the cultivation of the soil ; and that the present
time was propitious, as there was now virtually no public debt,
and the financial position of the colony was highly favorable.
The question was referred to a joint committee, composed of
s members of both branches of the legislature, whose report was
highly favorable to the construction of the railway referred to.
It dwelt on the increasing numbers of the population, and the
constant recurrence of destitution with every failure of the fish-
eries, which were precarious and showed no tendency to ex-
pansion. The great mineral wealth of the country, as now
ascertained beyond a doubt, and “ the vast stretches of agricult-
ural land ” which the railway would open were referred to, as
well as the excellent local markets for agricultural produce,
while the facilities for raising and exporting cattle were also
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insisted upon. To develop these rich resources, the com-
mittee considered a railway indispensable, and recommended
that a million pounds sterling should be borrowed on the credit
of the colony, in annual sums of half a million dollars, and the
work at once commenced. The ]cgisluturé‘vdopted the report,’
and authorized the required loan. An engineer-in-chief was
selected, and the survey of the line from St. John’s to Harbor
Grace was completed in the autumn of 1880. .
The legislative session of 1881 proved to be a*ery important
one. The summer fishery of the previous year"had not been
successful, and the usual amount of suffering and privation had

followed in certain districts. The revenue had fallen somewhat

below the estimated amount. The competition of the products
of the Norwegia fisheries in several foreign markets had told
upfavorably i regard to the exports of Newfoundland. In
opening the legislature the governor announced that the govern-
meht had received offers for constructing the line of railway for
which provision had been made’during last session, and that this
proposal would be submitted to the House of Assembly and the
Council at an early date. \ When the matter was introduced by
the premier he moved for & joint committee of the Legislative
Council and the House of Assembly to consider these proposals,
which resulted in the ratification of a provisional contract. A
charter was granted incgrporating the shareholders under the
title of “The Newfoundland Railway Company.” The leading
features of the contract were that the company bound themselves
to construct " a substantial, reliable, and efficient road, subject
to approval by a government inspector,” in accordance with
certain specifications which were named in the agreement, and
to complete it within the period of five years; also to equip,
maintain, and operate the railway when constructed. The
government agreed to pay the company an annual subsidy of
$180,000, the proportions of this subsidy to attach while the
road is in course of construction on the report of the government
engineer as each five miles are completed. Further, the
Government bound themselves to give the company land grantg
along the line of railway to the extent of five thousand acres of
land for each mile of railway built. These land grants are to
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be in alternate blocks of good land: along the line, as far as
practicable, in quantities of one mile along the line by eight
miles in depth, provision being made for obtaining elsewhere,
as the company may select, other lands in connection with
reserves for the Government, to make good the stipulated
amount when this cannot be obtained -110n<r the line of road.
All irticles for use in the construction and maintenance of the
line were to be admitted duty free. The railway and its capital,
stock, and lands were to be exempted from exceptional taxation.
The payment of the subsidy was to.continue for a period of
thirty-five years.

The 9th of August, 1881, was an important day for New-
foundland. It saw the first sod of the railway turned, The
colony now entered upon a new era of industrial enterprise.
The utilization of the great natural resources of this fine island
was commenced in earnest. The fertile lands of the interior
have now the prospect of being settled and cultivated. The
forests, hitherto allowed to rot or to be destroyed by fire, will
be added to the resources of civilization. Vast mineral lands
will be explored and made to yield their treasures. The rail-
way work that promises to enrich Newfoundland can hardly fail
to prove renumerative to those who have embarked tbelr capital
in the undertaking.

So onertrotlc.nlly did the Newfoundland leway Company
prosecute their labors, that at the close of 1881 about twenty
miles of the line were graded, and the rails were laid along the
first ten miles. A substantial wharf was built in the harbor of
St. John’s, and the track was carried along waterside premises
occupied by the company, at which four or five large steamers
could load at the same time, when piers are ereoted This
Targe wharfage will be of great value in the future. Over two
hundrod thouszmd dollars were distributed by the company in
the shape of wages during the working season, and materials to
the value of half a million dollars were purchased and partly
transported to the island. Large contracts for cutting sleepers
were taken, and thus remunerative labor was provided during
the winter. The wages received by the working population
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added greatly to their comforts, while the trading classes shared
the benefits. :

When the legislature met on the 16th of February, 1882, Sir
F. B. Carter, who acted as administrator of the government in
the absence of Sir Henry Maxse, the governor, announced in
the opening speech that the leading industries of the country
had during the previous yesfeen prosecuted successfully on
the whole, and that " mining ‘showed a considerably enlarged
export of copper ore, and prospects of a further development in
the immediate future.” He referred to the railway as progress-
ing satisfactorily in-construction, conferring important benefits
on the people, and causing a “large m nemr} expenditure in
the country.”  This * great work,” he said, is an enterprise
which, in the increase of commercial apd social communication,
and the development of .eur-agricultuyal and gnineral resources,
contains the elementg of solid and~ tin%gsperity for New-
foundland.” :

The revenue was found to be in a very flourishing condition,
amounting ‘to* $1,003,803, being the largest ever received.
This furnished fhie best proof of the generally prosperous con-
dition of the cdlony. The speech, however, contained another
announcement, sbcond in importance only to that regarding the
railway. The administrator informed the legislature that the
imperial authorities had at length authorized the local govern-
ment to make land grants, and issue mining licenses on that
part of the coast on which the French have fishery privileges.
This was the boon for which the colony had been pleading in
vain for many years. Its importance to the people of New-
foundland can hardly be overrated. It is a virtual settlement
of the vexed " French Shore Question,” and a removal of a'serious
and long-standing grievance. It opens the half of the island
which had hitherto been closed to the people, to settlement and
industrial enterprise. It enfranchises the population of this
part of the island, who are in future to have two representatives
in the local legislature, and removes all restrictions on the
exercise of territorial rights. The administrator very justly
connected this concession with the name of Sir William White-
way, to whose able and persevering representations the country
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is largely indebted for a settlement of this vexed question,
“The coincidence,” said the administrator, *of the improved
conditions to which I have adverted with K{he inauguration of the
Newfoundland railway, marks an era pf progress which is a
meet subject of congratulation to the cquntry.”

Two other important events marked)/the legislative session of

1882.  The first was an application to the legislature for a

charter of incorporation of a company under the title of “The
American and European Short Ljhe Railway Company.” The
objects of the company-are desetibed in the following terms:
“You are already aware, from communications placed before
your Government, that it is the purpose of our company to
construct a line of railway from a point or points on the east or
sauth-eastern coasts of Newfoundland through and across the
said island,  to a point or points on the west coast of Newfound-
land, and from the western terminus to connect by steam-ferry
with the railway to be corstructed to a point at or near Cape
North, in the island of Cape Breton ; thence by said railway to
the Strait of Canso; thence along the north shore of Nova
Scotia to a junction with the Intercolonial Railway, by which
line we make connections with the railways communicating with
Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Montreal, Chicago, St. Louis,
and San Francisco. It being our purpose to construct without
delay the necessary links to complete this proposed trunk-line,
when this line is completed, passengers may take cars at New
York or Montreal, and run through to the east coast of New-
foundland. From the east shore of Newfoundland the company
will establish a fast despatch line of steamships, to sail between

that point and the west coast of England or Ireland, there con-,

necting with fast express trains to London and all European
cities, thus forming a great international trunk-line across the
island of Newfoundland that will absorb and facilitate the trans-
portation of the mails of the governments of America, Europe,
and Asia, as well as provide the shortest, speediest, and safest
route for passenger traffic. The line, when comp]eted'} will
bring Newfoundland into daily communication with the great
centres of trade and civilization of Europe and America. The
average time saved by this route between London and New
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estion, York will be-not less than two days to the traveller over any
proved other exjsting line or possible route between the two great

1 of the commercial centres. The short ocean voyage, the great saving
h is a in time, together with the superior comforts and safety of this

line, will soon make it the most popular route for first-class
sion of trans-Atlantic travel ; and will also attract a very large part of

y for a the emigration that now gees direct to New York and other

f *The -United States and Canadian ports. ~Thus will the great tides
o W of emigration, flowing to the ,United States and Canada, be
terms: largely diverted across your territory ; and many emigrants will
before find homes in the rich fertile valleys of your island. The pro-
any to posed line will pass through parts of your territory very rich
east or in mineral and agricultural lands, capable of supporting a large
)88 the population ; and when this line is open to travel, the Great
'found- Valley of the Exploits, St. George’s ‘Bay, the Gander River,
n-ferry and the Codroy will soon be busy with the hum-of agricultural,
r Cape mining, and mechanical industry, where(all is now a silent, tep-

way to " antless, and comparatively unknown wilderness. The railroad
f Nova * . we propose will be, in every respect, a first-class road, and the
* which . equipment of the highest standard of excellence.”

1z with The great enterprise which is defined in the foregoing extract
Louis, is not only of colonial, but of imperial and international impor-
without tance. In Newfoundland it has met with an enthusiastic approv-
ik-line, al. The charter sought for has been granted ; and, no doubt,
at New in due time the colony will render substantial aid to a project
f New- which would benefit the island more than any other country.
ympany . The legislature of Nova Scotia has also warmly approved of the
etween " enterprise, and promised assistance. That this will be the great
re con-, travel-route of the future between the Old World and thé New

(ropean can scarcely admit of a doubt, for it has been marked out by
oss the the hand of Nature.’

» trans- The second proposal that came before the legislature was for
Jurope, a charter to incorporate a company to construct a dry or
| safest graving dock in St. John's harbor. The dock is to be of such
dPwill * dimensions that it can accommodate the largest oceanic steamers,

» great _ being six hundred feet in length, one hundred feet in breadth,
The and twenty-six feet in depth. The government have agreed to
d New give a subsidy of $30,000 per annum for forty-five years, thus
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securing interest at five per cent. on $600,000. The total cost
is estimated at a million of dollars. This dock will be of vast
importance to-disabled steamers and vessels requiring repairs,
great numbers of which seek this port from all parts of the
Atlantic. It will also serve for the repairing of the fleet of
twenty-five steamers, and the large number of sailing vessels,
which are connected with St. John’s itself.

It seems clear from all these facts that Newfoundland has at
length fairly moved into the path of progress, and has a bright
and prosperous future opening before her. Her great natural
resources will now be turned to account, and her inhabitants
will advance in the arts and appliances of civilized life. The
population, according to the last census, taken in 1874, was
161,000 ; it is now probably 185,000. This small population
is sprinkled round the shores of an island one sixth larger than
Ireland, and having an area of 42,000 square miles. That it
will become an attractive field for emigrants cannot be doubted,
when once the interior valleys are rendered fairly accessible by
road and rail.

-

A stepping-stc
among th
bound shy
and othe
Humber ¢
of a hur
Indian Ls

IN regar
highest deg
imagine a
island, ancl
its farthest
as it were,
New. It'l
future betw
the Gulf o
northern ar
huge bastic
which, if d
of the sum
peaceful in
between tw
At its south
of the islan



al cost
if vast
epairs,
of the
eet of
pssels,

has at
bright
)atural
yitants

The
l, was
1lation
r than
That it
ubted,
ble by

PART 1II.

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY AND
TOPOGRAPHY.

CHAPTER 1.

SITUATION, MOUNTAINS, AND RIVERS.

A stepping-stone between the Old World and the New — Rank of Newfoundland
among the islands of the globe — Breeding-ground of the cod — An iron-
bound shore with a fertile interior — Picturesque water-ways — Long Range
and other - mountains — The Exploits River — The Grand Falls — The
Humber and Bay of Islands — Lakes and ponds — Grand Lake with an area
of a hundred and ninety-two,square miles — Great pine forests — Red
Indian Lake — Virgin lands or ** forests primeval.”

IN regard to geographical position Nature has dealt in the
highest degree favorably with Newfoundland. It is difficult to
imagine a more commianding position than that of this great
island, anchored off the American continent and reaching out at
its farthest point towards the Eastern hemisphere, thus forming,
as it were, a stepping-stone between the Old World and the
New. It has been marked down as the travel-route of the
future between the two hemispheres. Stretching right across
the Gulf of St. Lawrence, to which it affords access at its
northern and southern extremities, it might be compared to a
huge bastion thrown out into the North Atlantic, the capital of
which, if duly fortified, might be converted into the Sevastopol
of the surrounding seas. It is no less adapted to serve the
peaceful interests of commerce, to facilitate communication
between two continents, or become a place of arms and defence.
At its south-western extremity it approaches within fifty miles
of the island of Cape Breton, while its most eastern projection

: (111)




112 NEWFOUNDLAND.

is but 1,640 miles distant from Ireland. When these two
watery intervals are bridged by steam-ferries, the shortest and
safest {ransit between Europe and America will be secured,
Had it not been for the facilities afforded by the splendid
geographical situation of the island for experiments in length-
ened ‘submarine telegraphy, it is doubtful whether telegraphic
communication between the two worlds would have been
established to this. day. The short distance between Newfound-
land and Ireland and the great level submarine plain, a
thousand miles in width, between the two countries, suggested
the trial, and literally paved the way to success.

In another respect Nature seems to have marked out the
island as a centre of commercial activity. A glance at the map
shows that its-coasts are pierced by numerous magnificent bays,
running, in some instances, eighty or ninety miles inland, and
throwing out numerous smaller arms in all directions. Thus
the ocean penetrates the land deeply, bringing with it that sea-
harvest which is reaped without the preliminary labors of
ploughing and sowing. The same watery highways, reaching
inlind in all directions, afford unrivalled facilities for the
transport of the products of the fisheries, the riches of the mine
and 'the forest, and the agricultural productions which will yet
be derived from its hitherto untenanted plains. In those noble
bays, moreover, are some of the finest harbors in the world,
with countless coves and creeks, where the fishermen’s craft
find safe and easy shelter. To such an extent are the shores
indented that, though the island is about a thousand miles
round, measuring from headland to headland, were its bays
circumnavigated, the operation would more than double that
extent of mileage. In fact, it would be difficult to find any-
where an equal land-area presenting such an extent of frontage
to the sea.

According to the latest and most accurate surveys, New-
foundland is situated between the parallels of 46° 36/ 50" and
51° 39’ north latitude, and between the meridians of 52° 37
and 59° 24’ 50” west longitude. Its greatest length, from
Cape Ray (the south-western extremity of the island) to Cape
Norman (the farthest northern land) is 317 miles; and the
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greatest breadth, from Cape Spear (the most easterly point) to
Cape Anguille (the most westerly) is 316 miles. The total
area is estimated by Mr. Murray, of the Geological Survey, at
42,000 square miles. - The size of a country counts for a good
deal, and in.the long run becomes a measure of political power.
We obtain the best idea of the size of the island by comparing
it with other countries. Ireland contains 32,500 square miles ;
s0 that Newfoundland is more than onc-sixth larger than that
country. It also contains 12,000 square miles more than
Scotland. It is three times as large as Holland, and twice as
large as Denmark. Taking for comparison two of the neigh-
boring provinces of British America, we find that it is twice the
size of Nova Scotia, and one-third larger than New Brunswick.
Among the islands of the globe it ranks tenth in regard to size.

Its figure approaches an equilateral triangle, having a wide
southern base between Cape Race and Cape Ray, and a narrow
apex towards the north. Two large peninsulas project from
the main body of the island. One of these points northerly

and is long and narrow ; it is called Petit Nord by the French.

The other is the great peninsula of Avalon, pointing south-east,

and almost severed from the principal portion of the island by

the two bays of Placentia and Trinity, on opposite sides of the

island, the connection being a narrow isthmus, in one place but

three miles in width. The Avalon peninsula is further divided

by the two noble bays of St. Mary’s and Conception. On its

eastern side is situated St. John's, the capital; and on the

northern shore of Conception Bay, Harbor Grace, the second

town of the island. Owing to its extensive frontage on the

Atlantic, its many fine harbors, and its proximity to the best

fishing-grounds, Avalon is the most thickly-populated and by

far the most commereially important part of the island.

Within a degree of its shores is the greatest submarine island
of the globe —the Grand Bank of Newfoundland, which
extends for a length of six hundred miles, with a breadth of
two hundred miles. The great breeding-ground of the cod,
these submarine hills and valleys are alive with inexhaustible
stores of this noble fish. Around the shores of Avalon are
countless smaller submarine elevations, where colonies of cod
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are located, and where fishing has been carried on for centuries green fo
without any diminution of the supply. Hence, though the soil islands o
of Avalon is as a whole poor, and in many places barren, the Busy bos
great proportion of the population is clustered round its shores, hamlets |
but they look mainly to the ocean as the source of their subsist- _ for landi
ence. The various harbors of this peninsula present also the ~ villages ;
most favorable points from which to carry on the seal-fishery in soil from
the spring. and exhil
The first sight of the coasts of Newfoundland impresses the There ar
voyager unfavorably. Dark frowning cliffs ; miles on miles of or a hunc
rocky walls, from two to three hundred feet in height, with but surpassed
. On pas
of the isl
no great
tracts of ¢
presentiny
On proces
like that
plateau, t
surface b
marshes,
as it has
crossed, i
who descri
. _ lakes and
little verdure crowning their summits ; bold promontories and ing plains
headlands, sculptured into grim and fantastic forms by the compact |
blows of Atlantic billows ; shapes massive and awe-inspiring in mosses, ar
their stern grandeur. Such is the general picture that meets hill-ranges
the eye‘of the voyager at almost all parts of the island. The south-west
iron-bound shores present no pebbly beaches on which the features, s
waves break in softened music. The island is defended by similar tre
rocky ramparts, dark and lofty, repelling the watery battalions this peculi
that rush upon them under pressure of the tempest. Such is l!}e wester!
the seaward aspect. Should the traveller, leaving the coast, rivers shov
sail up one of the fiords which at intervals cleave the rocky northerly,
walls, he will ere long, if the season be summer, find himself -ri\’cx's that
amid scenes of rare beauty. The shores are dotted with dark- forest-grow

HEART’S CONTENT HARBOR AND*VILLAGE.
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ituries green forests that sweep down to the water’s edge. Verdant
he soil islands of all shapes and sizes stud the bosom of the estuary.

m, the Busy boats dance here and there on the bright waters. Fishing-
hores, hamlets line the shores, with their rough stages and fish-flakes

nbsist- for landing and drying the cod. The clearings around the

so the ~ villages show how little has yet been done in reclaiming the
iery in soil from the primeval wilderness. The atmosphere is balmy

: and exhilarating. The sky is blue and serene as that of Italy.
ses the There are, in those deep bays which pierce the land for eighty

iles of or a hundred miles, varied scenes of beauty, such as are rarely
th but surpassed in the world’s most favored lands.

On passing from the rugged coast-line to the outer interior
of the island a hilly country presents itself, with eminences of
no great elevation. Around the heads of the bays are large
tracts of excellent land, generally covered with fine timber, and
presenting every facility for agriculture and grazing purposes.
On proceeding further inland the interior proper is reached, and,

oS like that of Ireland, is found to consist of an elevated undulating
plateau, traversed here and there by ranges of low hills, the

B surface being diversified by valleys, woods, lakes, ponds, and
% marshes. Of the interior itself hardly anything is yet known,
e as it has been examined only at a few points, and has been
crossed, in 1822, from east to west only’ by a single traveller,

who described much of it as a savanna country, having countless

lakes and lakelets, with brooks, woods, and vast green undulat-

es and ing plains, These savannas are composed of fine, black,

by the compact peat-mould, formed by the growth and decay of
ring in mosses, and sustain countless herds of reindeer. All the great
. meets hill-ranges traversing the country take a north-easterly and

The south-westerly direction, and all the other great physical
ich the features, such as the bays, lakes, rivers, and valleys, have a
ded by similar trend. No doubt glacial action has been the cause of
ttalions this peculiar conformation. The highest land is found along
Such is the western and southern shores. The course of the principal
y coast, rivers shows that there is a gradual slope thence, easterly and

, rocky northerly. It is along the valleys traversed by the various
himself rivers that the greatest extent of fertile lands, and the heavy
h dark- forest-growths are found, and these valleys are destined to be
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5

the seats of a large agricultural population, when rendered
accessible by road and rail.

The principal mountain range is called the Long Range,
which extends along the western side of the island f01 nearly
its entire length, huvm" peaks mare than two thousand feet in
height. It commences at Cape Ray, runs north-east till it
reaches the head of St. George’s Bay, then turns north-east
again, and terminates, after a course of two hundred miles,
the Petit Nord, or great northern peninsula. Outside of thc
Long Range, but parallel to it, and nearer the coast, is the Cape
Anguille Range, running from Cape Anguille to the highlands
of St. George’s Bay, with summits nineteen hundred feect high,
and the Blo-mi-dons, extending along the south coast of the
Humber Arm, Bay of Islands, and occasionally reaching a
height of two thousand and eighty-five feet. These two ranges
are of quite a different geological age from the Long Range,
and present separate and independent features. Another range
stretches across the country between Fortune Bay and Notre
Dame Bay, and is known as Middle Range. Black River
Range runs from Placentia Bay to Clode Sound, in Bonavista
Bay. The Avalon district is very hilly, there being two
remarkable ranges, each abont thirty miles long.. One of these
.commences at Renews, fifty miles south of St. John's, and
terminates at Holyrood, in Conception Bay, having at each end
a rounded hill called the Butterpot. The other begins at St.
Mary’s Bay and terminates at Chapel Arm, Trinity Bay. Some
of the summits in this range reach the height of one thousand
five hundred feet. In .lddmon to these well-marked ridges, the
country is remarkable for a number of isolated and sharply-
peaked summits, bearing the local name of Tolts, which spring
abruptly here and there out of the great central plateau, and serve
as landmarks. Som@ bf the more conspicuous of these Tolts are
Spread Eagle Peak, south of Chapel Arm, Trinity Bay ; Powder
Horn Hill, Bay of Bulls Arm, in Trinity Bay ; Hodges Hill, on
the Exploits (two thousand feet high) ; Mount Peyton (sixteen
hundred and seventy feet), west end of Gander Lake; and
Lobster House, near Hind’s Pond.

Compared with the size of the island, Newfoundland has few
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ndered large rivers ; but the want of these is amply compensated for by
the numerous bays which penetrate the interior in all directions.
Range, One cause of the scarcity of large streams is the broken hilly

nearly character of many portions of the country. Down the small
feet in valleys flow the streams from the pond, or set of ponds, in their

till it neighborhood, forming numerous brooks, which thus find. the
th-east , nearest course to the sea. It is a mistake, however, not un-
iles, in common, to suppose that the island is destitute of large rivers.
of the
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Rocky River takes its rise in Ilodge Water, a large lake in'
the peninsula of Avalon. After a course of about twenty miles,
in which it receives a number of tributaries, it falls into the
>owder Colinet arm of St. Mary’s Bay. The road between Salmonier
I_i”» on and Placentia crosses Rocky River near its mouth, nine miles
sixteen from the former place, by a bridge in the midst of scenery, un-
surpassed for picturesqueness in the whole of Newfoundland.
On reaching the summit of a hill on this road, overlooking the
valley thrpugh which Rocky River tlows, the traveller obtains

e; and

1as few
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a beautiful view of the Salmonier and Colinet arms of St. Mary’s
Bay. The road then winds down through thick woods, with
their overhanging branches, past silvery lakelets and over
“barrens,” till Rocky River is reached. .Standing on the bridge
which spans the stream with a wide arch, some 80 or 100 feet
above the water, and looking up the river a series of foaming
cascades is seen, at a short distance, flashing under the sun-
beams. Then the river winds among heavy woods, till at
length it rushes beneath the bridge, and. forms another splendid
cascade below, and finally leaps into a huge round basin, the
surface of which, continually disturbed by eddying currents, is
always white with foam. Lofty cliffs enclose this whirlpool,
out of which the river is seen quietly pursuing its way to the
sea.

~ The Exploits River is two bundred miles in length, and
drains an area of between three thousand and four thousand
square miles. It is a mile wide at its mouth, and gradually
narrows to an average of half a mile, which it maintains for ten
miles. The first ten miles is studded with islands, one of them,
Thwart Island, being nine miles in length. Fourteen miles
from the mouth are Bishop’s Falls, a succession of cascades, the
total height being about twenty feet. The scenery here is
greatly admired. Some twenty miles higher up the river the
Grand Falls are met with, presenting one of the finest and
most picturesque scenes in Newfoundland. Captain Kennedy,
of H.M.S. “Druid,” describes a visit he made to the Grand
Falls in the following terms: “We found ourselves at length
directly above the Fall, and a glorious sight met our view. I
must confess that we were prepared for a disappointment after
many of like nature in this and other countries, but the scene
now before us fully answered, if it did not exceed, our expecta-
tions. Looking upwards, to the right hand was a mass of
foaming eddying - torrent, with black rocks interspersed.
Abreast of us, the stream was divided by a thickly-wooded
islet, whereon many sea-gulls had built their nests. The
parent birds flew round with loud and discordant screams,
adding, in the roar of the waterfall, to the weirdness of the
scene. DBelow this islet the waters met, and wedged in by
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Mary’s precipitous rocks on either side,”plunged in a succession of
i, with cascades into the seething caldron beneath.  Seating ourselves

l over heside the Fall we contemplated this fine sight, not a living
bridge soul to interfere with us. Possibly with the completion of the

10 feet railway we shall have a station at Exploits River and a hotel at
‘aming the Grand Falls ; but for the present let us-rest content that we
B SUle have seen, without question, the finest picture in Newfound-
till at land, untouched by the hand of man. A very fine view must

lendid be obtained from above the Falls and also from below ; but the
n, the limited time at our disposal prevented our doing more than

nts, is resting for a short half-hour on the spray-covered rocks, and
"Ipool, taking a sketch of the scene before starting on our wearisome

to the walk back. The whole height of the Falls ii given at one
hundred and forty-five feet; of this a good deal is broken
1, and water. I should estimate the largest Fall at not more than fifty

yusand feet, and perhaps as/ many yards across the gorge; but the
dually beauty of the Fall is ot so much in its height as in the immense
or ten body of water comprgssed into the space, and in the general

them, wildness of the place.” The railway now under construction

miles from St. John’s(to Hall's Bay will traverse part of the. noble
s, the valley of Exploits, and there can be no doubt that its splendid
ere is ' scenery will {_"/ve attractive to tourists and sportsmen, as it is
er the one of the fifest salmon streams in the island. At one point

t and the railway will come close to the Grand Falls. The banks of
nedy, the river are clothed with lofty pine, together with birch, poplar,
Grand aspen, etc., at intervals. The soil is fertile, and capable of
length yielding crops of all kinds, including oats, barley, and wheat.

.k “The Exploits River,” says Mr. Murray, of the Geological

 after Survey, “ rises in the extreme south-western angle of the island,
scene and within twelve miles of the southern coast, near La Poile,
necta- and, flowing in a north-easterly direction, terminates in the Bay
ss of of Exploits, Notre Dame Bay, the distance from the sources to
wrsed. the outlet measuring nearly two hundred miles in an air line.

soded The upper waters flow in two minor branches, the Exploits
The proper and the Victoria branch, of about equal size, both of
eams, which empty into Red Indian Lake, which itself is thirty-six

f the miles long, with an average width of about two miles, and very
in by deep, whence flows the main stream for seventy-two miles to
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The normal surface of Red Indian Lake is four
hundred and sixty-eight feet above the sea, and its total area is
sixty-nine square miles, There are numerous tributaries to this
great rivar, some of which might with justice be termed rivers
themselvel ; and the whole arca drained by the Exploits Valley
is nothing under three thousand square miles.” '

The next largest river is the Humber, falling into the Humber
arm of the .Bay of Islands, on the western coast, after draining
an area of two thousand square miles. The main branch of the
Humber rises about twenty miles inland from Bonne Bay, and
after a circuitous course falls into Deer Lake. The other

the sea.

WIGWAM POINT, EXPLOITS RIVER.

branch rises north of Sandy Lake, and flows through it into
Grand Lake; thence by Junction Brook it joins the main
branch, six miles above Deer Lake. From this lake, which is
sixteen miles long, the Humber flows majestically into the Bay
of Islunds. The scenery.of the Humber is among the grandest
in the island. At certain points in its course perpendicular
rocks, several hundred feet high, spring from the deepest water,
forming caiions. At the mouth of the Humber, marble beds, of
almost every hue, are found, and in the Blo-mi-dlon Hills a
copper mine has been recently opened.

The Gander is the third of the large rivers of the island, and
drains an area of two thousand five hundred square miles, fall-
ing into Gunder Bay. Its principal branch rises near Bay
D’Espoir, on the southern coast, and running north-casterly
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falls into the Great Gander Lake. The other, after a very
meandering course, falls into the same lake, whence the united
stream runs easterly for thirty-one miles into Gander Bay.
Gander Lake has an area of forty-four squarc miles, and is thirty-
three and one-half miles long.

These are the three main arteries; but there are numerous
smaller streams, most of them rising at right angles to the
course of the larger streams, which have comparatively short
courses, and rush in turbulent torrents to the sea. The Gambo
is a small stream flowing from Gambo Pond, and having some
splendid pine timber growing on its banks. Terra Nova River
is a considerable stream, noted for its rapids, falling into
Bonavista Bay. Colinet River falls into St. Mary’s Bay. The
Codroy River rises in the Long Rangé Mountains, and flows
through a valley containing the finest land in the island.

One of the most remarkable of the physical features of the
island is its immense number of lakes and ponds. They are so
numerous that, were the island mapped out in detail, more than
one-third of the whole surface would probably be represented
by water. They are found in every possible position: in the
mountain gorges ; in the depressions between the low hills ;
the valleys ; 'and frequently in hollows near the tops of the
highest eminences.+ They are of all sizes, from tiny pools and
lakelets to sheets of water nearly sixty miles in length. From
the tops of some of the highest hills from sixty to one hundred
and fifty ponds and lakes have been counted. They form a very
beautiful feature in the landscape, in many districts, as the eye
anges from the hill-top over an expanse of country having these
bright gems, overhung with thick woods, dotting its surface.
Nearly all of them are well stocked with trout. There can be
little doubt that these lakes and lakelets are relics of the Glacial
Age, and have been scooped out by glaciers when the island
was under an ice-mantle, two or three thousand feet thick,
Greenland now is, and down its mountain gorges, huge glaciers
were throwing off myriads of icebergs into the encompassing
seas,

The largest lake in the island is Grand Lake, fifty-six miles
in length, with an area of one hundred and ninety-two square
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miles. TIts surface is but fifty feet above the sea level, while,
at its deepest portion, the bottom is more than three hundred
feet below the level of the sea. Many brooks empty into it,
but it has only one outlet — Junction Brook, which joins the
Humber. The south-western extremity bears about north-east
from the head of St. George’s Bay, from which it is distant
about fifteen miles. Seven miles from this end it divides into
two arms, each about a mile wide, enclosing an island twenty-
two miles long and four or five broad, to which the name Sir
John Glover’s Island has been given of late, in compliment to
the late governor, who, in 1878, visited and explored the lake.
From the island the lake runs in a north-eastern direction, and
widens to a breadth of five or six miles. The shores are densely
wooded to the water’s edge, in some places precipitous, in others
presenting a gentle rise. The scenery in summer, when the
trees are clad in * living green,” or still more in autumn, when
the leaves are russet, orange, and gold, is magnificent. The
island is covered with valuable timber, but what the character
of its soil may be is yet unknown. It is a favorite resort of the
reindeer in summer, and the shores of the lake opposite to it
present the best gl'ound for deer-stalking in the island, as the
deer swim across when setting out on their southern migration,
and collect in’ herds on the “ barrens ” near the lake.

The next largest lake is Red Indian Lake, through which the
River Exploits flows. It is thirty-seven miles long and from
half-a-mile to three miles wide, with an area of sixty-four square
miles. Around its shores are forests of fine timber, indicative
of a fertile soil. Great Gander Lake is thirty-three miles in
length, with an average width of two miles, and covers an area
of forty-four square miles. Its banks, and that of the Gander
River which flows through it, present immense tracts of the
finest agricultural and timber lands in the island. Deer Lake,
through which the Humber flows, is but ten feet above the high-
tide level, and has an area of twenty-four square miles. The
land around it is fertile in the highest degree. Sandy Lake,
Victoria, Hind’s, Terra Nova, and George IV. lakes range next
in size. : ‘

As yet the shores of these great lakes, the valleys through
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which these noble streams flow, are absolute solitudes, without
a single human inhabitant. “The magnificent pine forests are
left to rot, or perish by fire. The soil is fertile enough to sus-
tain many thousands of people in comfort, but it is as yet
untouched by plough or spade. The “ forests primeval ” show
no clearings won by human industry. All is primitive wilder-
ness. It may seem surprising that such should be the case in
an island only five days’ steaming distance from Great Britain,
and with thousands of emigrants passing these shores every
day to seek a home in the far west of America. But it must be
remembered that until recently the very existence of New-
foundland’s fertile lands and valuable forests was unknown.
Now that the great revolutionist, the railway, is about to render
her solitudes accessible, a portion of the great stream of
emigration will ere leng be diverted towards these untenanted
wastes, which, by human industry, may be made to * blossom
like the rose.”
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CHAPTER ‘1L

)
ST. JOHN'S, THE CAPITAL OF NEWFOUNDLAND.

The site of the city — The Narrows — Character of the local buildings — The
new dock — Water supply — Protection against fire — Churches and chapels
~— Government offices and banks — Population and its religious denomina-

tions.

AvrL travellers who visit St. John’s admire the striking and
! picturesque approach to the harbor, and the fine view on enter-
ing its waters. In a lofty iron-bound coast, whose grim rocks
frown defiance on the billows of the Atlantic, there suddenly
presents ‘itself to the voyager a narrow opening in the rocky
wall, as if, by some convulsion of nature, the rampart had been
rent asunder, and the sea had rushed in. Hills from five to six
t \ hundred feet high guard this opening on each side, and, as the
‘ vessel glides through, the traveller looks up, not without a feel-
. ing of awe, at the great cliffs of dark-red‘sandstone piled in
' broken masses on a foundation of gray slate-rock. On his right
Ire sees an almost perpendicular precipice, three hundred feet in

| height, above which rises, with almost equal steepness, the
cregt of Signal Hill, five hundred and twenty feet above the level
the sea, on which stands the * Block House,” for signalling
vessels as they approach the harbor. On the left hand the hill
rises still higher by a hundred feet, picturesque, rugged, and
broken. From its base a rocky promontory juts out, forming
the entrance of the Narrows on one side, on the summit of
which is Fort Amherst Lighthouse, where is heard the hoarse
roar of the restless Atlantic, as the waves break on the rocks
beneath. It is a scene which for grandeur and sublimity is not
surpassed along the entire American coast. Formerly batteries,
armed with formidable guns, rose one over the other amid the
clefts of these rocks ; hut years ago the garrison was withdrawn
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and the cannon removed. The Narrows leading to the harbor
are nearly half a mile in length, and it is not till two-thirds
of them are passed that the city itself opens to view, as, at the
termination of this channel, the harbor trends suddenly to the
west, thus completely shutting out the swell from the ocean.
In ten minutes after leaving the Atlantic a steamer is safely
moored at the wharf in the still waters of a perfectly landlocked
harbor. Vessels of the largest tonnage can enter at all periods
of the tide, the rise of which does not exceed four feet. The
entrance of the Narrows, between Signal Hill and Fort Amherst,
is about fourteen hundred feet in width ; and at the narrowest
point, between Pancake and Chain Rocks, the channel is not
more than six hundred feet. The harbor is about a mile in
length, and nearly half a mile in width. It is deep, with a mud
hottom, having from five to ten fathoms, and in the centre it is
ninety feet in depth. Of its size it would be difficult to find a
finer harbor.

The city is built on the northern side of the harbor on a site
which could scarcely be surpassed. From the water’s edge the
ground rises with a slope till the summit is reached, where there
is a large level space. Along the face of this slope the main
streets run, and the city is rapidly extending itself in all direc-
tions beyond. The facilities for drainage are all that could be
desired. Three principal streets run parallel with the harbor
and with one another th¢ whole length of the city, and these
are intersected by a nymber of cross-streets. The former
follow the sinuosities of the harbor, so that they are irregular
and winding. Otf¥ghe south side the hills spring so abruptly
from the water that only a sufficient site for a range of ware-
houses and oil factories could be scooped out. From the
waters of the harbor the city presents a very picturesque
appearance, climbing the slope of the hill, which is crowned by
the Roman Catholic cathedral, a noble structure, which over-
looks the whole. There is ample space in every direction for
expansion.  Already, on the summits overlooking the business
part of the city, houses of a superior description are erected ;
and these will ere long grow into crescents and squares, and
form the fashionable quarters. Water street, the principal
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business street, presents a very substantial though not hand-
some appearance, the houses being of stone or brick. Shops,
stores, and mercantile counting-houses occupy the ground-floors,
while the merchants and shopkeepers live in the upper stories,
The fish stores and other warehouses and the wharves project
from behind, on the side next the harbor. Many of the shops
present a very handsome appearance. In other parts of
the city the houses are for the most part built of wood, and
many of them are dingy and commonplace. Of late years,
however, taste has been developing and houses have heen huilt
of a superior description. Gradually the wooden buildings will
be replaced by houses built on the best models, Increasing
wealth and the growth of the middle class will lead to greater
regard for appearances. More attention will be given to the
condition of the streets and sidewalks, now too much neglected ;
to the proper lighting and cleansing of the city ; and a corpora-
tion, the want of which is now felt severely, will take charge
of all urban matters, and carry out improvements of all kinds.
In due time St. John's will be transformed into a handsome
city, for the magnificent site it occupies admits of the introduction
of the best improvements of modern times. ' As it is, business
engrosses the thoughts of all;; and perhaps there are few towns
of equal size in which so much business is transacted and money
made in the course of a year.

Already the want of more harbor accommodation is felt, and
it will soon be found necessary to deepen and extend the harbor
at its western extremity, so as to admit of an increase of
wharfage. The want of a graving-dock is at length to be sup-
plied. Last session the legislature granted a charter to a com-
pany who have contracted to build a dry-dock of such
dimensions as to be able to receive the largest steamers afloat.
The length of its floor is to be six hundred feet, the width at
top one hundred feet, at bottom eighty-three feet, and the
depth twenty-six feet. Such a dock will be equal to anything
on this side the Atlantic. The cost is estimated at a million
dollars. This great public work will give an immense impulse
to the business of the port. There are how a fleet of thirty
steamers and a large number of sailing vessels connected with
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the port of St. John’s, the bulk of them engaged in the seal-
fishery. Their owners will have the great advantage of getting
the repairs done on the spot. St. John’s lies far out in the
Atlantic, near the track of all the great trans-Atlantic lines of
steamers ; and when the dock is completed, the port will become
the great harbor of refuge for any that meet with accidents or
become from any cause disabled. Hence this dock, capable of
accommodating the largest steamers, is really of international
importance. On the security of the colony the necessary funds
have been already obtained, and the work is now well under way.

St. John’s enjoys the immense advantage of possessing an
abundant supply of the purest water. The terrible fires which
devastated the city again and again taught an impressive les-
son in regard to the importance of a good supply of water as
a security against such calamities, to say nothing of sanitary
considerations. The cost of the water-works, commenced in
1860, was considerable ; but the saving effected in the reduc-
tion of insurance rates, by the introduction of the water sup-
ply, more than covered the city taxation for the payment of the
interest on the investment ; while, at the same time, the publie
health has been improved, and habits of cleanliness promoted
among the working-classes. St. John’s is rarely visited with
epidemics, and is one of the healthiest cities on the American
side of the Atlantic.

The supply of water is obtained from Windsor Lake, four
and a half miles distant from the city, and standing at a height
above it of five hundred feet. The pressure is thus so great
that water from the hydrants can be thrown over the highest
buildings. In case of fire there is no need of engines, the hose
being at once attached to the hydrants, whence water in abun-
dance can be poured on the conflagration. The area of the
lake is over two square miles, and, were it necessary, the flow
of a stream which runs out of it could be arrested, and a sup-
ply of water equal to the consumption of a city two or three
times as populous as St, John’s could be obtained. As it is
the supply is abundant, and the consumption unrestricted.
Three millions of gallons are run off daily in the city. The
water is soft, pure, and excellent for all household purposes.
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The lake has a shingly bottom, and no mud. There are in the
city forty street-fountains, and nearly two thousand service-
pipes. Water from a seven-eighth nozzle can be thrown from
a hydrant to a distance of one hundred and fifty feet along the
street, and to a helrrht of fifty feet against a wall. The fire
brigade consists of one hundred and ten men, all volunteers.
No fire of any considerable extent has occurred since the intro-
duction of the water, and few cities enjoy greater security
against fire, notwithstanding that two-thirds of it consist of
wooden houses. The water-works have been constructed by a
juint-stock company, with a capital of $400,000, the interes on
which is guaranteed by government at the rate of five per cent.

The water-rates are fixed so as to meet the interest on the capi-

tal stock of the company, together with the working expenses.
The amount of revenue collected annually is $33,600. The
annual working expenses amount to $6,340. Three rates are
collected to meet interest and expenses : the first, on freehold
property, for protection against fire ; second, on the occupier,
which is the consumption rate; and third on vessels entering
the port, five cents per ton once a year, and also twenty cents
per ton on all coal landed in the town. The rate is moderate.
A house, the rent of which is $160 per annum, will pay as
water rate about $18, and others in proportion. The poorer
classes are supplied at public fountains without charge. The
business of the water company is conducted by three directors,
who are appointed by government.

The churches in the city are the Roman Catholic Cathedral ;
St. Patrick’s Church; Church of England Cathedral; St
Thomas and St. Mary’s Churches, belonging to the Church of
England ; Gower Street, George Street, and Cochrane Street
(Wesleyan) ; St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church ; and the Con-
gregational Church.

The most conspicuous building is the Roman Catholic Cathe-
dral, occupying a commanding site on the summit of the hill
on which the city is built. It is richly ornamented with statu-
ary and paintings, and over the gateway and near the entrance
are some fine pieces of sculpture. The cathedral is built in
the form of a Latin cross, the entire length being two hundred
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and thirty-seven feet, and the length of transepts one hundred
and eighty feet. The two towers in front rise to the height of
one hundred and thirty-eight feet. The exterior facings are of
limestone and Irish granite. The stone of which it is built was
obtained principally in Kelly's Island, Conception Bay, and

ROMAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL.

was all carried and brought to the spot by voluntary labor.
It was opened for worship in 1850. Close beside the cathedral
are the episcopal residence, the Catholic College, and the Pres-
entation Convent and schools.

The Church of England Cathedral, when completed, will
rank among the finest ecclesiastical edifices in British America.
The nave was completed and opened for service in 1850; and
the transepts, chancel, and tower are now in course of erection
from a design of Sir Gilbert Scott, and will probably be fin-
ished in two or three years. Its length, when completed, will
be one hundred and twenty feet; its width fifty-six feet, and
its tower and spire one hundred and thirty feet. It is of the
pointed Gothic or ecclesiastical style of architecture; and the
workmanship, externally and internally, is beautifully finished.
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Its lofty pointed windows are filled with fine examples of
stained glass.

The three Wesleyan churches are tasteful and commodious
erections. St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church is a handsome
brick and stone structure in the centre of the city. The Con-
| : gregational Church is a plain stone building which was opened
i in 1853.

GOVERNMENT HOUSE.

Among the public buildings, Government House and the
Colonial Building, or Parliament Iouse, are the most impor-
tant. Both are situated on the plateau stretching inland from
the termination of the sloping declivity on which the main
portion of the city stands. Government House is a plain,
substantial, and spacious building, without any architectural
pretensions ; but in regard to internal- accommodation and
comfort it is all that could be desired. Its erection, in 1828,
cost the Imperial Government £30,000 sterling. The grounds
around it are tastefully laid out and planted. The Colonial
Building is one hundred and ten feet in length, and eighty-
eight in breadth, and was erected at a cost of $100,000. The
white limestone, of which it is built, was imported from Cork.
It has a stone portico, supported by six massive pillars, thirty
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feet high, of the Ionic order, resembling strongly the front of
the British Museum on a small scale. The foundation-stone
was laid, in 1847, by Sir Gaspard Le Marehant, who was then ,
Governor, and it was first occupied by the legislature in 1850.
The building contains chambers for the two branches of the
legislature, each thirty feet by fifty ; and the whole of the gov-
ernment offices, with the exception of that of the Surveyor-
General, which is -now removed to the Athensum.

One of the handsomest and most conspicuous of the public
buildings is the Athenum. The foundation-stone of this erec-
tion was laid, in 1875, by Sir Hugh Hoyles, Chief Justice. It
was completed and opened in 1877, the total cost having been
$58,000. It is owned by a joint-stock company, and is so
well managed as to pay a fair dividend to the shareholders.
The building comprises a public hall, handsome and well-pro-
portioned, in which concerts, lectures, and public meetings of
all kinds take place; capable of accommodating a thousand
persons ; a reading-room and library, rented by the Athen@um
Literary Institute — the former supplied with the leading news-
papers and periodicals of Britain and America, and the latter
containing five thousand volumes of well-selected books. The
ba\uws-l}nnk the office of the Surveyor-General, the Geologi-
cal Suncy office, the office of the ColoMial Railway Ln"lnecr.
are also in the same building. The Atheneum building is a
credit to the city in its appearance, external and mternul and
serves important purposes of public utility. .

St. Patrick’s Hall, lately completed and opened, is still larger
than the Athenseum Hall, and is a building of noble proportions,
substantial, handsome in appearance, and admirably arranged.
The hall occupies the entire second story, and on the ground-
floor are the spacious school-rooms of the Christian Brothers,
in which about four hundred children are receiving an education.

The Union and Commercial Banks are both fine ornamental
buildings, #nd admirably adapted to the purposes for which .
such institutions are designed. The Court-House, Police-Office,
and Post-Office are under the same roof, and little can be said
in commendation of this building. An Act has been passed
authorizing the erection of a new Post-Office, which is greatly
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needed. In addition to the foregoing buildings there are
convents, academies, and schools. The Penitentiary, a solid
granite building, and the public hospital, are on the outskirts of
the city, Both these institutions are creditably managed, and
will compare favorably with those of any of the neighboring
colonies. The Lunatic Asylum is a handsome building of brick
and stone, possessing a picturesque and beautiful site, about
three miles from the city. It is also well arranged and under
excellent management.

St. John’s has of late years made respectable progress in
manufactures. It has three iron foundries, two well-appointed
machine-shops, a large boot and shoe factory, an extensive
farniture factory, two tobacco factories, soap and candle works,
a woollen factory, and a tannery. A factory for the manufacture
of ropes, twine, nets, seines, etc., is also in course of erection.
Now that a railway and a dock are going forward, a great
impulse will be given to manufacturing industry of all kinds.

Since 1836 St. John’s has doubled its population, which is
now estimated at 30,000, or a sixth of the entire population of
the colony. The last densus, taken in 1874, gave the popula-
tion of the city proper as 23,890. The religious denominations
of the city then stoolgl as follows : —

Roman Catholics " . > . . 15,719
Church of England . . v . 4,658
Wesleyan Methodists . > & i : ‘2,360
Presbyterians . 5 5 " " A 715
Congregationalists . . ; . . 437

There were 3,907 inhabited houses, and 4,570 families.

The city is in latitude 47° 33’ 337 N., and 52° 45 10” of
west longitude. It is 10° 52/ east of Halifax, and stands on
the most eastern portion of the American land, Cape Spear,
five miles south of St. John's, alone projecting a little farther
towards the Old World. It is a thousand miles nearer England-
than New York, and but sixteen hundred and forty miles from
the Irish coast. ;

’
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BAYS AND HARBORS.

CHAPTER III.

BAYS AND HARBORS.

8t. John’s — The Narrows— Round about the island — Placentia Bay — Burin
and St. Pierre — Fortune Bay — The Penguin Islands — Cape Ray — On the
banks of Bay 8t. George — Discovery of lead and other minerals — Marble
beds in the Humber — The Straits of Belle Isle — The Bay of Notre Dame
and Bett's Cove — ** The beautiful Conception Bay.”

Tue harbor on which St. John'’s, the capital, is built, is
situated in the centre of the Avalon peninsula, and is spacious
and well sheltered.

Leaving the capital for a rapid excursion round the island,
in order to form some idea of the bays and harbors, let us turn
southward. At the distance of twenty miles from St. John’s
we pass Bay of Bulls (a corruption, probably, of the French
Bay de Bois, Bay of the Woods), a fine harbor and an impor-
tant fishing-station ; and twenty miles farther Ferryland comes
in sight —one of the oldest settlements in the island, founded
by Lord Baltimore in 1623. Here are'some ancient ruins and
the remains of fortifications. Sixty miles south from St. John’s
the well-known Cape Race is reached — the south-east point
of the island, where the land trends to the westward. The
coast here presents a grim, repulsive aspect, and is associated
with many a tale of shipwreck and disaster. St. Shotts,
twenty-five miles farther, is the most dreaded and fatal spot
on these shores, where many a gallant ship has met her doom,
and many a mariner has gone down "unknelled, uncoffined,
and unknown.” .

The cause of many of these marine disasters is the indraught
of the great bays, and the irregular current and undertow -
caused by two tidal waves which are here confluent. St.
Mary’s, the first of the great bays, néw opens, being twenty-
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five miles wide at the mouth, and running thirty-five miles
inland. The splendid arms of this bay, Salmonier and Colinet,
reach still farther into the land ; and here are some of the finest
salmon fisheries in the country; while their heavily-timbered
shores, with a fertile soil, present most inviting locations for

PLACENTIA.

settlers. Trepassey, between Cape Race and St. Mary’s is an
excellent lmrlgo{, and has a productive fishery. St. Mary's,
with a popdlatioy of seven hundred, has an extensive shore
*cod-fishery, and js somewhat of a farming district. After
passing Cijpe St." Mary we enter the Bay of Placentia, the
largest in the island. It is fifty-five miles wide at the en-
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trance, and has a depth of ninety miles. Its fisheries of cod(‘/
herring, and salmon are unsurpassed, and its scenery is ren

}lcrcd more picturesque by the numerous islands which stud)
its teeming waters. The town of Placentia, built at the head
of a magnificent harbor, is a place of histoFic interest. It was
long held by the French, and was founded in 1660 under a
grant from Louis XIV. of France. Its site is ¥ery peculiar,
as it is built on a beach of coarse gravel, and two considerable
arms of the sea extend inland several miles beyond the town,
adding greatly to the beauty and interest of the scenery. It
has a population of upwards of a thousand.

Burin, in the same bay, occupied by two thousand three
hundred people, is situatetll on one of the finest landlocked
harbors in the island. It has-eytensive fisheries, and a large
trade with St. Pierre. Next in position is Fortune Bay, which
is about twenty-five miles wide and seventy in length. This is
one of the principal seats of the herring-fishery. Great num-
bers of American vessels visit Fortune Bay for bait. = At Long
Harbor, in 1878, some Newfoundlanders interfered with the
operations of a number of American fishermen, who were, as
they believed, violating the local laws in regard to the time and
mode of taking herring. This petty squabblé was magnified
into an international difficulty. After lengthened diplomgatic
correspondence, the British Government agreed te pay £15,000
as compensation for damages alleged to have been sustained by
the Americans. At the entrance of Fortune Bay are the two
islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, ceded by treaty to France
for the shelter of their fishermen; and now the only relics of
the vast possessions once held by France in North America.
Fortune Bay has several picturesque arms, the largest of which
are Bay D’Espoir, Hermitage Bay, and Connaigre Bay. From
Fortune Bay thereé is a straight line of coast called the * west-

ern shore,” which is upwards of one hundred miles in length,

and terminates at Cape Ray. It is indented with numbers of
small bays and harbors, the largest being La Poile and Rose
Blanche Bays. There are also numerous clusters of islands,
such as the Penguin Islands, so called from the multitude of
birds of that name which were formerly seen there, and the
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Burgeo Islands, from the largest of which Captain James Cook,
the celebrated navigator, observed an eclipse of the sun in 1765,

Cape Ray is the most western point of the island, and oppo-
site to it, at the distance of ahout fifty miles to the south-west,
is Cape North, in the Island of Cape Breton. These two capes
guard the entrance of the Gulf of St. Lawrence. It is across
this narrow strait that the Great American and European Short
Line Railway Company propose to establish a transit by swift
steamers. At Cape Ray commences what has been popularly
called the French Shore, from the fact that the French have
certain fishing privileges secured to them here by the treaties
of Utrecht, Versailles, and Paris. The coast included in these
treaties extends from Cape Ray around the western and north-
ern shores, and terminates at Cape John, on the north-east
coast. It includes the best part of the island in regard to soil,
climate, timber, coal, marble, and gypsum beds. " The effect
of these treaties, though they conferred no territorial rights on
the French, was virtually to prevent settlement, as no titles to
lands or minerals were granted. Last year these restrictions
wene removed by the British Government, and now the so-
called French Shore is as open to settlement as any other
portion of the island.

From Cape Ray to Cape Anguille the coast is singularly
wild and unhospitable, varied only by Little Harbor, which is
five miles from the former. The Great and Little Codroy
rivers discharge their waterk between these two points, They
flow through a valley which redeems the barren appearance of
the shore. It is forty or fifty miles in length, and for fertility
of soil could scarcely be surpassed. Bay St. George, on the
banks of which two thousand nine hundred persons are settled,
comes next in our survey. It is a noble bay, some forty miles
wide at the mouth, and stretching far inland, with a good
harbor at its head. Around its shores are some of the most
fertile valleys in the island, but almost without a human inhabi-
tant. Fine forests of timber, and a coal-field of large extent
await the hand of industry and enterprise. Lead and other
minerals have been found here, and also in the peninsula of
Port-a-Port, which extends to the north-west of St. George's
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Harbor, and is joined to the mainland by a ‘narrow isthmus
called the Gravels. On this side of the island the climate is
much superior to that of the southern and eastern shores. Fogs
are unknown, and the effect of easterly winds unfelt.

Bay of Islands (population fifteen hundred) is next met with,
having three magnificent arms running twenty miles inland, one

BETT'S COVE HARBOR, NOTRE DAME BAY.

of which receives the Hlumber river, the second largest stream
in the island, It is the seat of a winter herring-fishery of great
value, and a place for the exportation of lumber. Extensive
marble beds are found at the mouth of the Humber. As the
name indicates, this bay contains numerous islands. Bonne
Bay, farther north, has two long arms, communicating with
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lakes at some distance from the coast, by means of their respec-
tive rivers. Other bays on this coast are Ingornachoix Bay,
divided into two arms, in which are Hawke’s Harbor and Port
Saunders ; St. John’s Bay, which receives the waters of Castor
River, the size of which is considerable for fifteen miles inland.
Along the Straits of Belle Isle the coast is uniformly straight,
and at some points is but nine miles distant from the opposite
coast of Labrador. Cape Norman is the north-west point of the
island, having on the east Pistolet Bay. Cape Bauld, with
Quirpon Harbor and Island, is the north-eastern point of New-
foundland. Hare Bay is a deep and wide gulf, reaching up more
than two-thirds of the whole breadth of this part of the island,
which is very narrow, and branching out into arms and bays,
which are sheltered by lofty hills* The French have numerous
fishing establishments on this part of the coast, Passing Canada
Bay, where fine marble beds are found, and White Bay, we reach
Cape St. John, the termination of the French Shore.

The magnificent Bay of Notre Dame now opens up before the
gaze of the voyager along the coast. It is more than fifty miles
in width at its mouth, and with its numerous arms it reaches
seventy or eighty miles inland. Its shores are now famousas
the great copper-bearing region. Here are situated Tilt Coyé,
where the first copper mine was opened, in 1864 ; Bett’s (fove
Mine, the most productive yet discovered ; and Little Bay Mine,
which was commenced in 1878, and appears to be one of the
finest copper mines in the world. The whole cqast here, for
miles inland, is covered Wwith mining grants and licenses, and
mineral indications are met over an extent of country forty or
fifty miles in length.

Notre Dame Bay contains. numerous islands, the most impor-
tant being Twillingate Island, where there is a population of
three thousand engaged in fishing ; and Fogo, with a population
of eight hundred ; Herring-Neck, New World Island, with a
population of one thousand.

Coming south, the next large bay that claims attention is
_Bonavista, extending from Cape Freels to Cape Bonavista,
having numerous groups of islands, arms, and inlets, and pre-
senting some of the fines scenery in the island. The land in
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many of these islands and around the head of the bay is very
fertile. The town of Bonavista is beautifully situated in a fertile
district, and has a population of three thousand. It is one of the
oldest settlements. Greenspond is an island on the north side
of this bay, with an extensive fishery, and a population of six-
teen hundred. The whole population of the bay numbers thir-
teen thousand.

CONCEPTION BaAY.

Catalina is a harbor of refuge at the entrance of Trinity Bay,
a magnificent shéet of water running up seventy or eighty miles
inland. The town of Trinity lies at the base of Rider’s Hill, on
one of the finest harbors in the world. On the south side of
this bay is the well-known harbor of Heart’s Content, where the
Atlantic cables are landed. A population of fifteen thousand
is clustered around the shores of Trinity Bay.

Random Sound and Island, from the fertility of the soil, will
yet be the garden of Newfoundland.
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We now arrive at the last of the great estuaries, the beautiful
Conception Bay, the most populous and commercially important *
of all the seats of population, containing forty-one thousand
inbabitants, and many thriving towns, villages, and settlements.
Harbor Grace, on its northern shore, is the second town in the
island, with a fine harbor, a population of eight thousand, and
an extensive trade. Carbonear is a thriving town, with a popu-
lation of five thousand. Other towns and villages are Spaniards
Bay, Bay Roberts, Cupids, Port-de-Grave, and Brigus, near
which gold has recently been found. Passing Cape St. Francis,
at the entrance of Conception Bay, we once more reach St.
John's, twenty miles farther south, after having made a round
of the island.
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THE INTERIOR.

CHAPTER 1IV.

THE INTERIOR.

The harvest of the sea — The Geographical Survey — Vast tracts of country still
unexplored — An adventurous traveller — First impressions of a new coun-
try — Cormack’s description of the new-found country — Extinction of the
aboriginal Indians — Abundance of game — Beaver and venison — A paradise
for the sportsman — A vast grazing country — A friendly Mountaineer — The
island crossed from east to west.

Tue seats of population, it will be noticed, are all situated on
the various bays and harbors, and the whole of the inhabitants
are sprinkled round the sea margin. There are no settlements
in the interior or at any distance from the sea-coast. Along the
roads connecting the different settlements are farm-houses and
cottages at intervals, and a small portion of the soil is cleared
and cultivated. On the harvest of the sea, however, the great
bulk of the people are dependent for their subsistence. Thesea -
is their bountiful mother, by whom they are clothed and fed.
It is also the grave of many of their kindred. Tales of wreck
and disaster form no small part of the fishermen’s talk around -
the winter’s hearth.

The geological survey has now been going on for seventeen
years, so that Newfoundland is no longer the terra incognita it
once was. Large sections of it have been carefully explored by
scientific men, and the information they have accumulated, And
which was long neglected because buried in their reports, has
now been to some extent popularized and diffused. The survey
has been conducted along the line of all the great rivers and
lakes, and many of the smaller ; around the shores of the bays,
and among some of the island groups. Special attention has
been given to the extent of land suitable for cultivation, and to
the mineral and forest wealth of the country. Invaluable addi-
tions to our knowledge of the island have been made by the
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geological survey, and the information thus gathered is thor- whos
oughly trustworthy. of n
Still it is true that a vast extent of the interior, at a distance streti
from the shores, and from the great lakes and rivers, is yet givin
unexplored ; and what this may contain of good soil or of ten 1
mineral treasure has yet to be determined. Much is known, singl¢
but far more is still unknown. An adventurous traveller, Mr, The
Cormack, a Scotchman, crossed the island in 1822 (accompanied seami
by a single Micmac Indian) from the head of Trinity Bay in the adver
east, to St. George’s Bay in the west. He was a man of ability the w
and education. The narrative of his journey throws much light wrote
on the condition of the interior proper. According to his domir
account the first portion of his journey lay through dense carrie
forests of pine, spruce, birch, and larch, and proved to he a were
uniform #scent, till at length he reached the summit of an that tl
elevated ridge, which served as a barrier between the sea and her st
the interior. From this summit the vast and mysterious birds
interior, on which the eyes of a white man had never before other.
gazed, broke on the view of the traveller in all its magnificence. : own.
He describes the sight as grand and almost overpowerjpg. did n(
Far as the eye could reach a vast basin spread out in a “suc- everyt
cession of green plains, marbled with woods and lakes of every untrod
form and extent. It must have been a rapturous moment for as wel
the traveller, more than enough to repay him for all his toils . the obj
and dangers, when his eyes first wandered lover this expanse, the Inc
untrodden by the foot of man, now for the first time disclosed Desc
in its beauty and sublimity to an appreciative observer. It coast, |
sarried the mind back to the ages when primeval man took be leve
possession of his fair heritage and gazed with wonder and peat-my
worship on the green earth and its glorious canopy of light coverec
and blue. How different from the picture which Ignorance and savanny
Prejudice had so long been painting for us, on platforms, in adornec
despatches, and in newspapers! Instead of impassable to a e
morasses, grim rocks, stunted woods, scowling deserts, a scene commo;
of striking beauty and mysterious grandeur met the eye. The to park
soft breezes came laden with the scent of the wild flowers. - and-dee
The great plain was alive with a vast variety of birds and impossi
beasts, whose movements gave animation to the landscape, and which +
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whose t‘-nncm-sséhowod how innocent they were of the designs
of man'the hanter. North and south, in undulating . beds,
stretched the vast savannas, lakes, brooks, and skirting woods,
giving variety to the scene. Here and there, for more than
of1 or of ten miles, a yellow-green surface was spread out without a
s known; single rock or shrub, or any inequality in the unbroken steppe.
iler, Mr. The deep-beaten deer-paths were seen, ‘liké a vast net-work,
seaming the surface in all directions. The courage of the
adventurous traveller rose, and a passionate longing to penetrate
the unknown land took possession of him. “A new world,” he
wrote, “seemed to invite us/miw:u‘d, or rather we claimed the
dominion and were impafient to take possession. Fancy
carried us swiftly across the island. Obstacles of all kinds
were dispelled and despised. ” It was manifest on every hand
that this was the season of the year when the earth here offers
her stores of productions. Land-berries were ripening, game-
birds were fledging, and beasts were emerging to prey on each
other. Everything -animate and inanimate seemed to be our
own. There was no will but ours. Thoughts of the aborigines
did not alter our determination to meet them, as well as
everything living that might present itself in a country yet
of every untrodden and before unseen by civilized man. I now adopted,
ment for as well for self-preservation as for the sake of accomplishing
his toils . the object of my excursion, the self-dependent mode of life of
the Indian, both in spirit and action.”

disclosed Descending from this mountainous belt which encircles the
It coast, Cormack -entered this open interior, which he found to
man took be level plains or savannas, composed of fine black compact
nder and peat-mould, formed by the growth and decay of mosses, and
+ of light covered for the most part with wiry grass. He describes these
‘ savannas as being in reality “ magnificent natural deer-parks,
adorned by woods and water. The trees here sometimes grow
to a considerable size, particularly the larch; birch is also
common. The deer-paths are countless, trending from park

is thor-

, distance
'8, 18 yet

smpanied
iy in the
of ability
wch light
g to his
rh dense
KV to be a
it of an
y sea and
ysterious
rer before
nificence.
owerige.
in a ‘suc-

expanse,

rver.

rance and
forms, in
npassable

3, a4 scene

ye. The to park through the intervening woods, in lines as established
| flowers. and-deep-beaten as cattle-paths on an old grazing farm. It is

birds and impossible to describe the grandeur and richness of the scenery,

cape, and which will probably. long remain’ undefaeed by the hand of



144 NEWFOUNDLAND.

man.”
route. The aboriginals are long since extinct.
It took the traveller a month to cross this savanna country,

which was about one hundred and fifty, miles in breadth, the

length being unknown. The progress was slow, as, in order

to examine!?\‘he country, he did not follow a direct course
while to find game, and to get round the extremities of woqds
and lakes, he had frequently to adopt a circuitous courge.
There was no deficiency of game — deer, beaver, geese, dugks,
and trout from the ponds and brooks constituted their food.
Wild berries ingreat variety were in prodigal abundance. Cor-
mack says that for the first ten days after the stock of bread he
carried was exhausted, he felt a longing for it, but after that
did not miss it. The venison he found excellent, the fat upon
the haunches being often two inches in thickness. He had no
trouble in supplying himself with deer’s flesh. “The leading
stag of a herd,” says Cormack, "is generally the fattest. He
is as tall as a horse, and must sometimes be shot at full speed,
sometimes by surprise. The ball having pierced him he
bounds, gallops, canters, falters, stands, tosses his antlers, his
sinewy limbs quiver, unwillingly bend, and he stretches out his
graceful corpse. - Should the ball have passed thyeugh his
heart he falls at once, probably balanced on all-fours. . There
is regret as well as triumph in taking possession of the noble
vanquished.” Beavers were found in great abundance, also
black ducks, the finest of table-birds. So unsophisticated were

the trout from their being unacquainted with man that they

took the artificial fly merely by holding out the line in the hand
without a rod. *“No country in the world,” says the traveller,
“can afford finer sport than the interior of this island in the
midst of August and September. The beasts of ‘the chase are
of a large class, and the cover for all game excellent.” Here is
a new gnd boundless hunting-ground for sportsmen when the
railway has pierced these solitudes and rendered this savanna
country, with its abundance of game, accessible.

The countless deer-paths proved that the whole of the
interior is amply stocked with caribou, which migrate to the
north-west in spring, returning to the south on the approach of.

Not a trace of the Red Indians was found on the whole
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1e whole winter. No such herds of reindeer are to be met with in any

part of continental America. It is not uncommon to meet with
country, specimens weighing six and even seven hundred pounds.
adth, the Were these rcmdeer utilized, as in \()r\mv and Lapland, vast
in order benefits might be realized. They are easily tamed when
, couryd, young, and could be conducted from pasture to pasture, by
of woqds qualified herdsmen. There can be no doubt that this savanna
. courge. soil could be reclaimed by drainage and tilling, so as to yield
e, dugks, green crops, —a process which has been carried out in Scotland

eir food. and other countries. A Vast grazing country, it may be safely

e,  Cor- predicted, will- one day be found where now these deer
bread he solitudes extend. The climate is far superior to that of the
after that regions along the eastern shores. Fogs are rare, and the

fat upon summer warmth is delightful. During the two months he
e had no spent in the interior, Cormack mentions that there were but

o leading eight rainy days, four foggy, and forty-one bright days. The
est. He pleyallmg winds were W(,aterly; frosts did not set in till the
il speed, second week of October. ¢

him he When near the centre of the island, one hundred and twenty
itlers, his miles inland from the head of Trinity Bay, and after crossing
es out his about ninety miles of the savanna country, Cormack and his
pugh his Indian were fortunate enough to meet, in those solitudes, with
3. . There a mountaineer Indian, from Labrador, who was out on a hunting
the noble excursion. The mountaineer, who 'was accompanied by his wife

mce, also only, had erected his wigwam on a small island in a lake, nine
ated were miles i 2.4 ength, called 1)) the Indians Crooked Lake, but which
that they Cormack nanﬁd Jameson Lake, after Professor Jameson, of
( the hand Edinburgh. Observing, to his great delight, a slender white
traveller, column of smoke on this island, an mdlcatlon of human beings,
nd in the ' Cormack fired his gun, and presently another gun was heard in
chase are reply. *“Soon afterwards,” says Cormack, “to my great delight,
Here is there appeared among some woody islets in front, which pre-
when the cluded the view of the other side of the lake, a small canoe
|8 savanna with a man seated in the stern, paddling softly toward us, with
an air of serenity and independence possessed only by the Indian.

e of the After a brotherly salutation with me, and the two Indians kissing
ite to the each other, the hunter proved to be unable to speak English or
proach of French. They, however, soon understood one another, for the
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stranger, although a mountaineer from Labrador, could speak
a little of the Micmac language, his wife being a Micmac. This
wis his second year in Newfoundland, his only companion heing
his wife. He invited us over with him in his canoe, to rest a
day at his camp (where, he said, he had plenty of venison)
which was readily agreed to on my part.

“ The island on which the mountaineer’s camp was lay about
three miles distant. The varying scenery, as we paddled
towards it, amongst innumerable islands and islets, all of

granite, and mostly covered with spruce and birch trees, was

beautiful. Hijs canoe was similar to those described to have
been used by the ancient Britons, on the invasion by the
Romans. It was made of wicker-work, covered over outside
with deer-skins ‘sewed together and stretched on it, nearly of
the usual form of canoes, with a bar or beam across the middle,
and one on each end to strengthen it. The skin covering, flesh
side out, was fastened or laced to the gunwales, with thongs of
the same material. Owing to decay and wear, it requires to be
renewed once in from six to twelve weeks. It is in those tem-
porary barks that the Indians of Newfoundland of the present
day navigate the lakes and rivers of the interior. They are
asily carried, owing to their lightness, across the portages,
from one water to another, and, when damaged, easily repaired.

“His wigwam was situated in the centre of a wooded islet, at
which we arrived before sunset. The approach from the land-
ing-place was by a mossy carpeted avenue, formed by the trees
having been cut down in that direction for firewood. The sight
of a fire not of our own kindling, of which we were to partake,
seemed hospitality. It was occupied by his wife, seated on a
deer-skin, busy sewing together skins of the same kind to renew
the outside of the canoe which we had found required it. A
large. Newfoundland dog, her only companion in Jher husband’s
absence, had welcomed us at the landing-place wifh signs of the
greatest joy. Sylvan happiness reigned here. His wigwam
was of a semicircular form, covered with birch-rind and dried
deer-skins, the fire on-thg foreground outside. Abundance and
neatness pervaded the d\?‘:lmpment. On horizontal poles over
the fire hung quantities of venison steaks, being smoke-dried.
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The hostess was cheerful, and a supper, the best the chase
could furnish, was soon set before us on sheets of birch-rind.
They told me ‘ to make their camp my own, and use everything
in it as such.” Kindness so elegantly tendered by these people
of Nature, in their solj}udv, commenced to'soften those feelings
which had been ?ﬁiﬁvd against receiving any comfort .except
that of my own ddministering. The excellence of the venison
and of " young beavers could not be surpassed. A cake of hard
deer’s fat, with scraps of suet toasted brown intermixed, was
:aten with the meat ; soup was the drink. Our hostess, after
supper, sang several Indian songs at my request. They were
plaintive and sung in a high key. The song of a female, and
her contentment in this remote and secluded spot, exhibited the
wonderful diversity there is in human nature. My Indian enter-
tained them incessantly until nearly daylight with stories about
what he had seen in St. Johin’s. Our toils were for the time for-
gotten. The mountaineer had occupied his camp for about two
weeks ; deer being very plentiful all around the lake. His larder,
which was a kind of shed erected on the rocky shore for the sake
of a free circulation of air, was, in reality, a well-stocked butcher’s
stall containing parts of some half-dozen fat deer, also the car-
casses of beavers, of otters, of musk-rats, and of martens, all
methodically laid out. His property consisted of two guns and
ammunition, an axe, some good culinary utensils of iron and
tin, blankets, an apartment of dried deer-skins to sleep on, and
with which to tover his wigwam, the latter with the hair off; a
collection of skins to sell at the sea-coast, consisting of those of
beaver, otter, marten, musk-rat and deer — the last dried and
the hair off; also a stock of dried venison in bundles. Animal

flesh of every, kind, in steaks, without salt, smoke-dried on the
Aire for forty-eight hours, becomes nearly as lightqand porta-

ble as cork, and will keep sound for years. It thus forms a
good substitute for bread, and, by being boiled two hours,
recovers most of its original qualities.

“We left the #eterain mountaineer, James John by name,
much pleased with our having fallen in with him. He landed
us from his cange on the south shore of the lake, and we took
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our departure for the west coast along the south side. Truly
could this man proclaim :

““I'm monarch of all I survey;
My right thére is none to dispute;
“From the centre all round to the sea
4 I'm lord of the fowl and the brute.”

One more feature of the interior, as described by Cormack,
deserves notice. After nearly a month’s travel over the savanna
country, the traveller reached a hilly ridge to the westward,
(which he named Jameson’s Mountains. This ridge proved to
be a serpentine’ deposit, including a variety of rocks, all lying
in nearly vertical strata alternating, “The mineralogical ap-
pearances,” says Cormack, * were altogether so singular that I
resolved to stop a day or two to examine them. All the
highest parts of the ridge were formed of this metalline rock,
and were extremely sterile. The other rocks were noble ser-
pentine, varying in color from a black-green to a yellow, and
from translucent to semi-transparent, in strata nearly a yard
wide ; steatite, or soapstone; verde antique; diallage; and
various other magnesian rocks. Sterile red earthy patches,
entirely destitute of vegetation, were here and there on and
adjacent to the ridge; and on these lay heaps of loose frag-
ments of asbestos, rockwood, r()ckhorn/, and stones, light in
the hand, resembling burnt clay, cum multis aliis, the whole
having the appearance of heaps. of rubbish from a pottery, but
evidently detached from adjacent strata and veins. I could not
divest myself of the feeling that we were in the vicinity of an/
extinet volcano.”

This range is about twelve hundred feet above the level of
the sea. The serpentine deposits of which they are formed
separate the low slate country, covered with savannas, through
which the granitic rocks occasionally peep in the east, from a
high granitic country that appears in the west. This spread
of serpentine, which Cormack describes, is highly important,
because it is in this formation that copper ore is found in this
island, and wherever it comes to the surface copper ore may be
looked for with a probability of success. This serpentine,
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therefore, in the centre of the island, which occurs again in Bay
of Islands and Bonne Bay, may on examination be found
metalliferous ; and corroborates the opinion that the serpentine
rocks from Notre Dame Bay run across the island, coming to
the surface at intervals, the strike being south-westerly.

After crossing the granitic country at the west the daring
traveller with great difficulty, and amid many perils and hard-
ships, reached St. George’s Bay, both he and the Indian being
in the last stage of exhaustion. His" bold achievement of
crossing the island from east to west at its broadest part, with
only his gun to depend on, has never been repeated since. To
him we are indebted for all we know regarding the central
interior. His journey from Trinity Bay to St. George’s Bay
occupied a little over two months. His success, he says, was
in part owing to the smallness of his party. *“Many together
could not so easily have sustained themselves. The toil and
privations were such that hired men or followers of any class
would not have endured them.”
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CHAPTER V.
GEOLOGY.

Jukes, Logan, and Murray — Eighteen years of surveying — Coal deposits —
“The Quebec group” —The great ancient rock systéms represented in
Newfoundland — More than half the island found to be Laurentian, and the
highest series of rocks carboniferous — Geological demonstrations of the
capacity of the country to sustain a large population.

.

Tue late J. B. Jukes, who was for many years at the head
of the Irish geological survey, was the first scientist who was
employed to examine the geological structure of the island.
When a young man he spent the year 1840 in exploring the
country, having been engaged by the government for that

purpose. In such a short time, and having-great disadvantages
to contend with, he could accomplish lrt little. His work,

however, was far from being fruitless. Ale 1)ul>]ishvil, in two
volumes, “an account of his explorations, which is highly
interesting in many respects, and though the result of a short and
superficial survey, and its information imperfect and frequently
erroneous, it can still be read with pleasure and profit. Mr.
Jukes’s work had the effect of drawing attention to the ishand,
and proved to be the preliminary step to a thorough geological
survey at a later date.

In the year 1864 the government of Newfoundland took up
the subject of a survey of the island, and opened a correspond-
ence with Sir William Logan, who had been long engaged on
the geological survey of Canada. The result was the appoint-
ment of Mr. Alexander Murray, C.M.G., F.G.S., to take
charge of the important work. He had been for twenty years
a colleague of Sir William Logan in the Canadian survey, and
was strongly recommended by him as an able and experienced
geologist. The result has amply justified the high opinion Sir
William had formed of his qualifications. - Mr. Murray has now
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spent eighteen years in the work, aided, during the last dozen
years, by Mr. James Howley. He has prosecuted the survey
with unremitting zeal and energy; and to hih we are mainly
indebted for th(tt reliable information regarding the agricultural
and mineral résources, and the forest wealth of the island
which has entirely revolutionized people’s views on these points,
and is now leading to enterprise and the application of capital
with a view_to the colonization of the country and the develop-
ment of its great natural capabilities. Mr. Murray’s reports
i have been collected and reprinted in a handséme volume,' and
un, and the those who wish to obtain accurate information regarding the

‘l\'pn\'il# -

ons of the geology of the island and its character as a field for colonization,
will find in this book the results of patient scientific observations

p 1 ' y ¥ r VIR ' » Are 1 e » 1 ‘K
the head extending over many years. We are indebted to his work for

who-wis the following sketch of the geology of the island. For obvious

reasons minute scientific details are avoided, and only the
A . . .

general outlines are indicated.

v island,
ring the
fob that A geological survey is something more than a purely scientific
vantages study of the various formations of a country. It has a gpactical
s \\'(;l'li, bearing, and is designed tp throw light on its economics, and
1, in two to determine whether heneath its surface mineral treasures, coal,
s hichly marble, gypsum, or other materials of value may be searched
it an for with a probability of success, and in what quarters. It also
equently takes cognizance of the extent and character of its agricultural
it M, lands and its forest wealth. The bearing of geology on these,
o istand, and its value in determining them, are now so well established
that the governments of all civilized countries are engaged in
carrying out geological surveys, as the best means of promoting
the development of their natural resources.

When the survey of Newfoundland was initiated under Mr.
razed on Murray, Sir William Logan pointed out two things that were
appoint- to be specially kept in view. One of these was {o determine
to take whether 4’ continuation of the rich coal deposits of Sydney, in
tv vears the Island of Cape Breton, might bhe searched for in the
‘,Z,\f‘ and c:u‘boniferodl\xs areas of Newfoundland, along thdc shores opposite
sstonoed the. coal-béaring strata of Cape Breton, with a probability of

sological
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.

success. As there was a general analogy in the character of
the measures on the opposite sides of the water dividing them,
it was for geologists to determine whether the attitude of the
strata in Newfoundland warranted the expectation of finding
there coal-beds that would be available for commerce. To what
extent this has been determined we shall see when the mineral
resources of the island come to be dcscril)cg. The other
important point to be kept in view was to determine to what
extent the-mefalliferous zone of North America was developed
in Newfoundland. This is called in Canadian geology the
Quebecgroup, its middle division, the Lauzon group, being rich
in metalliferous deposits all over North America. It was,
therefore, of primary importance, to find whether there was a
spread of this formation in Newfoundland and to what extent,
as its importance as a mining region would dependlon this,
The serpentine”in which copper ore has been found at Tilt Cove,
Bett’s Cove, and other localities, belongs to the Lauzon
division of the -Quebec croup, so that an examination of it
becomes of the first importance in determining where minerals
may be looked for with a hope of success. *“The scattered
facts already known,” said Sir William Logan in 1866, * prepare
us to expect a great development of the metalliferous division
of the group in the southern as well as in the northern portion
of the island ; convincing me that a thorough knowledge of a
great portion of the mineral wealth of the province will be
greatly promoted by a careful and connected eyploration and
study of the Lower Silurian series.” We shall see that the
hope thus expressed has been largely realized in the-carrying
out of the survey. It seems highly probable that there are vast
tracts on both the sides, and also in the centre of the island,
which contain ores of great value and importance, chiefly
copper, nickel, lead, iron, while in several localities indications
of gold and silver have been found.

All the great ancient rock systems between the Lower
Laurentian and the Coal measures are more or less represented
at one part or another of the island.

According to Mr. Murray the following column is the
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racter of descending order of the different series that have been
ng them, recognized : — ’
le of the
f finding Carboniferous :

To what Coal measures.
e mineral Millstone grit.
he other “Carboniferous limestone, Gypsum, Conglomerate.
to what :
eveloped Devonza‘n: -
logy the Gaspé sandstones, etc.
gt Middle Silurian :
‘ t ,“ as, Clinton.
t“;\‘:(‘;[“ Medina.-
;

o0 this, Lower Silurian:
ilt Cove, (Trenton group.)

Lauzon Hudson River.

on of it _ : Utioa.

minerals Teisnton.
‘:‘cattcrod Bird’s-eye and Black River.

prepare .

division y (Quebée group.)
1 portion Serpentines, Chlorite slateg, Diorites, etc.

dge of a 3 Sillery sandstone. o~

will be . Levis.
tion and Calciferous.
that the Potsdam.

C:ll‘l‘}'in"_’ Primordial.

38;:11:1‘13% Huronian : .

chiefly Huronian.

lications Laurentian : \ ; ,

Upper and Lower Laurentian. \

- Lower - \
resented The Laurentian system has an immense sprea(i‘ in the island.

It constitutes the principal mountain ranges, coming to the"
is the sunface through«the more recent deposits, on the. axes of
‘ anticlinal limes, or~brought up by.great dislocations, most of
/
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which trend nearly parallel with each other in a general bearing
of about N.N.E. and S.S.W.  The Laurentian gneiss of the

. Long Range, on the western side of the island, extends in a
nearly straight course from Cape Ray to the head-waters of the
Castor on the great northern peninsula. On the south-west
extremity of the island these rocks occupy the coast from Cape
Ray to La Poile. They are largely exhibited on the Grand
Lake, running in a spur from the Long Range, between it and
“the Red Indian Lake, and bearing for the south-eastern shores
of Hall’s Bay. The central portion of the northern peninsula
is Laurentian, which also spreads over a wide expanse of country
between Grand Lake and the Humber and Exploits Rivers, and
shows itself on the coast between Canada Bay and White Bay.
Another range of Laurentian comes up in the district of Ferry-
land, and shows itself occasionally on the coast between
Holyrood and Manuel’s River in Conception Bay. Thus more
than half of the island is Laurentian.

Three-fourths of the peninsula of Avalon are Huronian
(equivalent to the Cambrian of English geologists), a formation
which does not extend west of Fortune Bay. The Huronian
here consists of a set of slates with conglomerate bands,
diorites, quartzites, and alternating green and reddish hard
silicious and clay slates, surmounted by ‘a great mass of thick-
bedded green and red sandstones, the latter passing into a
moderately coarse conglomerate, with many pebbles of red
jasper at the top. These are the * Lower Slates” and " Signal
Hill sandstones” of Jukes. They occupy by far the greater
portion of the whole peninsula of Avalon. “The town of St.
John’s, and in fact nearly all the settlements between Fortune
Bay on the south and Bonavista Bay on the east, are built upon
this formation.” Signal Hill, overlooking the harbor of St.
John's, is capped with the sandstone of the Huronian formation,
which is largely used for building purposes. Veins of white
quartz are abundant, and in many instances are impregnated
with ores of copper, lead, or ifon; but, with the exception of
the lead ore, these have nef hitherto given much promise of
economic importance, Still it is quite possible that a more
extended research may find deposits of minerals of great value
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]
in these rocks. The whole Huronian system is not less than
ten tHousand feet thick, and has been cut through by denuda-
tionte the Laurentian flpor upon which+it has been built. The
rocks of the Primordial Silurian age are spread uneonformably
over the area thus gravnd down. ‘These evidences of
denudation and reconstruction are very clear in Conception Bay,
where the rocks. of the intermediary system have been ground
down to the Laurentian gneiss, and subsequently the submarine
valley thus formed has been filled up with a new set of sedi-
ments, the remains of which are still to be found skirting the
shores of the bay and forming the islands in its midst. :

Regarding the spread of rocks of the Silurian age the most
extensive is on the peninsula of Cape St. Mary’s, on the west
side, and around the head of Trinity Bay. These belong to the
Primordial -Silurian group. The same rocks come out on some
of the headlands of Conception Bay and form the islands of that
bay. The lower Silurian rocks have a large development, and
it is in these that the metallic ores occur which seem destined ta
render the island a great mining centre. This formation is
largely developed on the western side of the island, the great
northern peninsula, the peninsula of Port-a-Port, and other
regions. The Lauzon division of the Quebec group, which is
the true metalliferous zone of North America, has an immense
spread in the island. Mr. Howley, assistant geologist, says
of this formation : It comes in at Bluff Head, on the east side
of Port-a-Port Bay, and has a considerable extent between there
and the Humber Arm, Bay of Islands. The entire western
coast from this bay to its northern limit, the whole of the
north coast and the eastern coast of the northern peninsula, as
far south as Canada Bay, is occupied by the same series, the
Lauzon division being well displayed in many parts of their
distribution, especially near Bonne Bay, Pistolet Bay, and at
the head of Hare Bay:” A small portion of the'series comes in
on the west side.of White Bay, in Bay Vert, around the shores
of Notre Dame Bay, and in many of the islands of that bay ;
the Lauzon division, in particular, is very largely displayed
here. - Rocks having all the characteristics of this latter division
were recognized on the Gander Lake in grcut‘vuluuw, and
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. again on the head of the Bay East River; and there is reason
to believe they occupy the most of the intervening country
between these two latter localities. The Lauzon division of the
Quebec group, consisting of serpentine rocks associated with
dolomites, diorites, etc., is well known throughout North
America to be usually more or less metalliferous, and in this
respect the Newfoundland rocks are no exception, but, on the

contrary, give evidence of being rich in metallic ores. Hence

it is only reasonable to infer the probability that many parts of
the island are destined to become important mining centres.”

The middle Silurian division of rocks is also widely spread ;
and the most fertile belts of land and the most valuable
forests are nearly all situated on the country occupied by this
formation. The great ¥alley of the Exploits and Victoria
Rivers, the valley of the Gander, the country ardind Gander
Lake, and several smaller tracts, belong to the Middle Silurian
formation.

The carboniferous series, in which the coal-beds are to be
found, occupies a large area on the western side of the island,
in the neighborhood of St. George’s Bay and Grand Lake.
There is a section of the carboniferous strata between Cape
Anguille and the Little Codroy River of about three thousand
feet in thickness ; but it belongs to the lower and middle part
of the series, and contains no workable seams of coal. But
higher measures, containing several workable coal-seams,
whose extent is not yet determined, occupy all the country on
the south-east side of St. George’s Bay, between the Long
Range Mountains and the sea, “ extending in its line of strike
from the mouths of the Codroy Rivers to Flat Bay.” Thisis
the true coal area of the island, and the results of explorations
here will be described in the chapter on the mineral resources
of the island. On the north side of St. George’s Bay there are
two smaller troughs of the Carboniferous rocks. A much wider
spread of the same series occurs along the valley of the Humber
River, around the shores of Deer Lake, the eastern half of
Grand Lake, and as far as Sandy Lake. *“Coal,” says Mr.
Howley, “is known to exist at several places in this series;
and seams apparently of workable thickness, judging from the
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R ———
is reason outcrops, occur on the Middle Barachois, and Robinson’s
; country Brooks, in St. George’s Bay. It may also be reasonably ex-

iion of the pected in some parts of the Humber River trough. The best
ated with land and the finest part of the country will be found supported -
ut North i by the rocks of the Carboniferous age.” -, 5

id in this It will thus be seen, from the gebldgicaxl record, that the

at, on the highest series of rocks in the island .is the Carboniferous, and

Hence _ that this is confined to the westérn side; while the middle,
r parts of eastern, and southern portions are occupied by Silurian,
ntres.” Huronian, and Laurentian formations. On this point Mr.
7 spread ; Murray remarks: “It would appear that while the ancient

valuable Laurentian continent was long submerged on the eastern side
d by this of the island, on which the intermediate system was deposited,

Victoria it was not until towards the Primordial, or perhaps the Potsdam
| Gander epoch, that it began to subside on the western side; and these

y Silurian ‘stibsidences must have continued, with many intermediate
oscillations and interruptions, until a comparatively late date in

are to be » the Carboniferous era.”

e island, The geological structure of Newfoundland, as shown in the

id Lake. foregoing brief sketch, presents us with a country admirably

en Cape adapted to sustain a large population engaged in a great

thousand variety of pursuits. The encompassing seas contain the largest

ddle part and best fishing-banks in the world, abounding in cod,
al. But herring, etc.; in the rivers and estuaries salmon and

il-seams, herring fisheries are carried on with success. These fisheries
untry on are now the principal means of support for the present popula-
ne Long tion of Newfoundland, amounting to about 185,000. But the
of strike character of the island, geologically, shows that it is fitted to

This-is sustain a very large agricultural population; that many
lorations thousands might be employed in lumbering and ship-building ;

esources and that its undeveloped mineral wealth is such that a vast
here are number will probably one day be employed in working its
ch wider mines.

Humber In connection with the geology of the country it may be
| half of mentioned that a great dislocatién, or fault, has been found,
ays Mr. running in nearly a straight line from near Cape Ray to White
j series; Bay.

from the

— .-...-Nu-'ﬂv.!“"
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CHAPTER VI

CLIMATE.

Popular fictions —The/ Gulf Stream and the Arctic current— Fogs almost
unknown in the intL:rior—Compnrud with Canada and the United States —
Meteorological bbservations — Average temperature and rainfall — ¢ A
silver thaw " — The robustness of the people quoted by authorities in favor
of the climate.

3

Erroneous ideas regarding the climate of Newfoundland
~have been quite as prevalent as the delusions in reference to
its soil. These mistakes are not diffcult to account for. The
climate of the Banks of Newfoundland, a hundred miles distant
from the shore, and of the southern and south-eastern seaboard
which are affected by the sea fogs, has been taken by voyagers
or casual visitors as indicative of the climate of the whole
island. Hence it has been concluded that the country is
enveloped in almost perpetual fogs in summer; and, on the
other hand, an impression has grown up that it is given over
to intense cold and a succession of snow-storms in winter.

The Arctic current, rushing out of Davis Straits, washes the
eastern shores of Newfoundland, and in spring bears on its
bosom those ice-fields and icebergs which obstruct navigators
crossing the North Atlantic. This current has a chilling effect
on the g¢limate of the eastern coast, and frequently retards the
advent of spring. Meeting in its southerly course the warm
waters of the Gulf Stream the Arctic current mixes with the
. heated “river in the ocean” and thus enormous masses of
vapor are generated. This is the cause of the fogs which in
summer frequently overhang the banks where this “meeting of
the waters” occurs. When southerly, or south-easterly winds
blow, the fog is rolled in on the southern and south-eastern
shores of the island, covering the bays, creeks, and headlands
with a thick curtain of vapor. The fog seldom penetrates far
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inland. Hence the saying of the fishermen that “the land eats
up the fog.” While the coasts are shrouded in vapor the sun
is shining brightly inland, and the atmosphere is dry and balmy.
It not unfrequently happens that at St. John’s a dark wall
of fog is visible a few miles out at sea while sunshine and
genial weather prevail on shore, and during southerly winds
the great bays on the southern coast become receptacles of the
sea-fog. It often fills up Placentia Bay, where it drifts over
R the narrow isthmus into Trinity Bay, while Conception Bay is
ted States — comparatively clear. The fogs are thus but partial in their
Mnfall —* A influence, being confined to the southern and south-eastern
ol shores and bays. On the western shore, after Cape Ray is
passed, fogs are almost unknown. The samhe holds good of

foundland the northern and north-eastern coasts, as far south as Bonavista
ference to Bay. In his journey across the interior Cormack experienced
for. The but four foggy and drizzly days during two months; forty-one
les distant were bright and only eight rainy days. Mr. Howley, assistant

1 seahoard geologist, says : “I myself spent four months during the past

' voyagers season in the interior without experiencing a genuine fogg

he whole day, until reaching within twenty miles of the southern side
ountry is of the island. During the entire months of July and August
d, on the the weather in the interior was delightful, while fogs prevailed
iven over at the same time along the southern shore.”

1 winter. It must also be remembered that it is only during a portion
rashes the of the year, and when certain winds blow, that the fogs engen-
rs on its dered on the Bank are wafted shorewards. During three-fourths
1avigators of the year the westerly winds carry the vapors across the
ling effect Atlantic, and the British Isles get the benefit of their moisture.

stards the In winter there is little fog on the banks, as the Arctic
the warm current then is stronger, and pushes the Gulf Stream more to
with the the south ; while in summer the latter spreads its warm waters
1asses of nearer the shores of the island, and thus creates the huge
volumes of vapor which often envelop both sep and shore.
However unpleasant and gloomy these fogs may be, it must
be remembered that they are not prejudicial to health.
Taken as a whole the climate of the island is more temperate
readlands and more favorable to health than that of the neighboring
trates far continent. The fierce summer heats of Canada and the United
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States, and the intense cold of their winters, are unknown in
Newfoundland. It is but rarely, and then only for a few hours,
that the thermometer sinks below zero in winter; while the
summer range rarely exceeds eighty degrees, and for the most
part does not rise above seventy. Like all insular climates,
that of Newfoundland is variable, and subject to sudden changes.
The Arctic current exerts an unfavorable influence along the
eastern coast; but as a compensation, it brings with it the
enormous wealth of cod and seals which has rendered the
fisheries the most productive in the world. Only in cold water
are cod and seals at home and abundant. The Gulf Stream,
which creates the fogs, modifies the cold ; and, if it darkens the
skies, it paints the cheeks of the people with the rosy hues of
health. The salubrity of the climate is evidenced by the
robust, healthy appearance of the people. Their clothing in
winter does not require to be much warmer than that worn in
Britain at the same season of the year. Open fireplaces are
sufficient to warm the houses, and free exercise in the open air
is attainable at all seasons.

The following extracts from a table showing the average of
certain ‘meteorological quantities for a period of eight years,
from 1857 to 1864 inclusive, will furnish reliable data regarding
the climate. The observations were taken by Mr. E. M. J.

- Delany, C.E., at St. John’s: —

Year, Mean temperature Mean height of
for year, barometer for year,

1857 . . . 42 degrees . . 29-31 inches.

1858 . ‘ . 41 ' . 295

1859 . ‘ . 44 . . 2979

1860 . . . 41 ‘ . 20-60

186 . . .. 0 .. 29:40

1862 . . : 41 . . 20-50

1863 . . N 44 . . 2960

1864 . : ‘ 37 . . 2940
Average mean temperature for eight years, 41-2 degrees.
Average height of barometer for ¢ight years, 2937 inches.

The average maximum height of the thermometer for the
eight years was 83 degrees; the minimum, 7 degrees. The
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aknown in average number of days on which rain fell during the eight

fow hours, years was 105:07. The highest range of the thermometer was
while the on July 27, 1857, when it reached 89 degrees; the lowest
r the most was on February 11, 1858, when it marked 2 degrees.

¢ climates, The observations taken in 1879 gave the following results : —

n changes. Mean temperature for year . . . . 40-2 degrees.
along the Absolute maximum temperature . : PRvE Wi S

rith it the Absolute minimum temperature . o R | s SR
dered the Highest temperature, August 3d . 5 ‘. oo
cold water Lowest temperature, December 22d . Y | P
If Stream, Mean height of barometer for year " . 29-998 inches.

arkens the

As to the rainfall, the following observations will show the
3y hues of

average depth of rain, in inches and tenths, during the years

d b}’ tl?e named : —
slothing in Depth in

& Year. inches and tenths.
it worn in T s R e

places are . AR SRR
® open air R e S .
1878 A . . . . . 46-47
The latter two, for 1877 and 1878, include depth of rain and
melted snow. During the eight years, from 1857 to 1864, the
average rainfall was 6352 inches.
In the “ Tables of Aqueous Precipitation for Series of Years,”
collected by the Smithsonian Institution, United States, and

werage of
ght years,
regarding

E. M. J.

ﬁfsﬂ.}ﬂﬁ“yf’-:r. published in 1872, the average fall of rain for Newfoundland is
31 inches. reckoned at 58-30 inches.

5 In order to compare St. John’s with Toronto, Canada, in regard
79 to temperature, the following records will be serviceable : —
60 - TORONTO.

0 - Vo oo

50 1875 . . . . . 40:77 degrees.

60 1876 . . . . . 4898 °

40 1877 . g . ; . 4610

grees. 1878 . ! . : . 4709 *

 inches. ) SRR PR 3 T
er for the Average temperature in Toronto for thirty-nine years, 44:12
ees. The degrees.
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In the foregoing returns it should. be remembered that the
observations in Newfoundland were taken at St. John's, which
is the point in the peninsula~of Avalon which stretches farthest
eastward, and is, therefore, moé’l’%{;osed to the chilling influ-
ence of the Arctic current. The climate of St. John’s, there-
fore, is an unfair standard by which to measure that of the
whole island. At the heads of the bays, in the interior, and
on the western coast, the climate is much warmer than at St,
John’s. The following comparative table, for 1874, will fur-
nish a fair basis on which an estimate may be founded : —

Mean tempera- Lowest
ture per year. temperature.

St. George’s Bay, Newfoundland . 438 degrees. 15 degrees,
Windsor, Nova Scotia . . ek ¢ L e W
Toronto : K ‘ : : "4y " Ty
Winnipeg, Manitoba . : . 308 i 43 ©

The rainfall of each place is, when compared, favorable to
Newfoundland : —

Total days of rain in four months,

St. George’s Bay . . ‘ . . 34
Toronto . ' ‘ . . 47

Winnipeg . . . " . ‘ . 5%
Truro, N.S. > . " i : s 68

Thus, in the American sense of the word, Newfoundland is
by no means a cold country; but it partakes of the general
character of the North American climate, and is therefore much
colder than in the same latitude of the Old World. Its latitude
corresponds to that of France, but its climate is very different.
Winter sets in, as a ruale, in the beginning of December, and
lasts till the end of March or middle of April. The frost is
occasionally broken by southerly winds and bright warm days,
and much of the snow is melted. Then it returns, and fresh
falls of snow are experienced. The frost rarely penetrates the
ground to a greater depth than a few inches, whereas in Canada
it has been known to go down three feet. During winter there
are often heavy gales of wind, which, however, do not extend
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far out to sea. The cold is, of course, fe]t more intensely in
consequence of these gales. Snow-storms are not uncommon ;
and when the'icy particles are hurled on the wings of a fierce
north-wester it is safest to keep within doors. Such storms,
however, do not often occur, nor, as a rule, do they last long.
Winter is the season of social enjoyments of all kinds, and is
far from being unpleasant. Nothing can be more exhilarating
than the bracing air of a fine winter’s day, with the hard crisp
snow underfoot and a bright sun overhead. The musical tinkle
of the sleigh-bells when driving over the frozen snow, and the
purity of the atmosphere add to the charms of the scene. In
fact, winter is regarded as the most enjoyable part of the year.
The snow preserves the ground from the influence of the frost,
and when in April it melts, the fields soon become fit for the
operations of the farmer. It is true the spring is late, and
often

“Winter lingering chills the lap of May.”

But once vegetation sets in it progresses with marvellous' rapid-
ity, and crops grow and ripen much quicker than in the Eastern
hemisphere. The autumn is usually very fine, and is prolonged
often till November. The frosts of winter, too, aid the opera-
tions of the husbandman, and help to pulverize the soil. Thus
there is nothing in the climate of the country to interfere with
agriculture. The destructive tornadoes that often spread havoc
in certain portions of the American continent are unknown. in
Newfoundland. Thunder-storms, too, are very rare, and when
they occur seldom prove injurious.

A curious phenomenon, called in Newfoundland “the silver
thaw,” is often witnessed in winter, though seldom seen in
Canada. When rain falls with a low state of the thermometer
near the earth, it is congealed as it descends, and thus a regular
deposition of ice takes place on the branches and the smallest
twigs of trees and shrubs. The layer of ice goes on increasing
till it attains a thickness of half an inch or more. A magical
transformation is wrought. The trees are hung with glittering
jewels, even the smallest twigs being loaded, and the branches
bent to the earth. When the sun shines a scene of dreamlike
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splendor is presented. Each tree has the appearance of a great
chandelier of crystal, the play of the sunbeams on myriads of
prisms producing a dazzling effect. The weight of the icy
. jewellery often breaks the thickest branches. Sometimes the
wind rises suddenly and speedily unloads the jewelled trees.

Another phenomenon witnessed in perfection in Newfoundland
is the aurora borealis. At certain seasons the play of the
northern lights presents occasionally one of the grandest sights
in the world. The whole heavens are lighted up with the
brilliant display, and flame-curtains of all hues seem to wave
over the vast concave. The auroral phenomena are finer here
than even in the Arctic regions.

It may be desirable to cite the opinions of a few intelligent
persons who, from experience, have been enahled to form an
opinion of the character of the climate. That famous ancient
mariner, Richard Whitbourne, who spent many years in voyag-
ing to the country, and also made it his residence for a length
of time, about 1615, was an enthusiastic admirer of the island.
In his book, after many encomiums on the country and its pro-
ductions, he says: “What receive we from the hands of our
owne country which in most bounteous manner we have not had
or may have at hers? Nay, what can the world yield to the
sustentation of man which is not in her to bee gotten? Desire
you wholesome ayre (the very food of life)? It is there.
Shall any land powere in abundant heaps of nourishments and
necessaries before you? There you have them. What seas so
abounding with fish? What shores so replenished with fresh
and sweet waters? - The wants of other kingdoms are not fel
heere ; and those provisions which other countries want are from
them supplied. How much is Spain, France, Portugal, Italy
and other places, beholding to this noble part of the world for
fish and other commodities (it is to be admired). Let the
Dutch report what sweetness they have suckt from thence by
trade thither, in buying fish and other commodities from our
natipp; and (albeit all the rest should be dumbe) the voyces of
them are as trumphets, lowd enough to make England fall more
and more in love with such a Sister-land.

“I am loth to weary thee (good reader) in acquainting thee
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thus to those famous faire and profitable Rivers, and likewise to
those delightful large and inestimable Woods, and also with
those fruitful and enticing Hills and delightful Vallies— there
to hunt and hawke, where is neither savage people nor ravenous
beasts to hinder their sports. - They are such, that in so small a
piece of paper as now my love salutes thee with I cannot fully
set them down as they deserve ; and therefore I doe intreat thee
with judgment, with patience, and with true desire for the bene-
fit of thy dread Sovereign and Country, to reade over this dis-
course which (I trust) may encourage thee to further so hopeful a
Plantation as it appeareth to be, and also I trust give thee
ample satisfaction and just cause to answere opposers, if any
out of ignorance or any other sinester respect should seek to
hinder so honourable and worthy designs.”

Sir Richard Bonnycastle, who spent some years in the
country, in his interesting work on Newfoundland (1842),
says, regarding the climate: “We find that the extremes of
temperature in Newfoundland are trifling compared with those
of Canada. There the thermometer falls as-low as twenty-seven
degrees below zero, and even lower at times in winter, and rises
to ninety in summer. Here the lowest temperature in winter
sgarcely exceeds zero, or eight or ten degrees below it, except-
ing upon rare occasions ; and in the height of summer, does not
attain more in common years than seventy-nine degrees. Win-
ter may really be said to commence here towards the latter end
of November only, though fires are comfortable adjuncts during
most of that month; and its severity begins after Christmas,
runs through January and February, and becomes less and less
stern until the middle of April, when it ceases altogether. In
the winter of 1840 ploughing was going on after Christmas.

“It is generally supposed in England that Newfoundland is
constantly enveloped in fog and wet mist; nothing, however,
can be further from the truth. The summers are frequently so
hot and dry that for want of rain the grass perishes —} the spm-
mer of 1840 was one of these —and the nights are unusually
splendid ; whilst in winter fog is very rarely seen.”

He kept a register in regard to foggy days, from which it ap-
pears that in 1841 there were only seventeen and a half days
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of thick fog in St. John’s, *which is more exposed to the
“bank weather,’ as it is called, than dny other part of the isl-
and” ; and light fogs were prevalent only nineteen and a half
days — giving thirty-seven days of foggy weather on the shore
throughout the year. He remarks further on the light clothing
with which the laboring classes went about in winter, and on
their robust appearance, and pronounces the climate salubrious
in the highest degree.

The Rl"ht Rev. Dr. Mullock, in one ¢f his lectures, says re-
- " garding Newfoundland “ We never hav%tbe thermometer down

to zero, unless once or twice in the yean, and then only for a
few hours, and for a few degrees, three, four, or perhaps ten;
while we hear of the temperature of ten and twenty below zero
in Canada and New Brunswick; and this life-destroying .cold
continuing for days, perbaps weeks. Then see another effect
of this — the Canadians and other North Americans of the same
latitude, are obliged to keep up hot stoves continually almost in
their houses, while we have open fireplaces, or at most Franklins ;
our children, I may say, are lightly clad as in summer, spend a
large portion of their time in the open air; and thus while our
neighbors have the sallow hue of confinement tinging their
cheeks, and their children look comparatively pale and delicate,
our youngsters are blooming with the rosy hue of health, de-
veloping their energies by air and exercise, and preparing them-
selves for the battle of life hereafter, either as hardy mariners,
or healthy matrons — the blooming mothers of a powerful race.”
“I may remark that by the climate table furnished me

by Mr. Delany, I find that the highest temperature was ninety-
six degrees on the 3d of July; eight degrees on the 3d of
March ;~and the mean temperature of the year (1859) forty-
four degrees; mean maximum pressure of barometer 29-74;
rain 63-920 inghes, for the year ; maximum quantity in twenty-
four hours, 2089 inches. Wind, N.N.W. and W.N.W. two
hundred days; N.E. twenty-five days; W.and W.S.W. thirty-
eight days; S.S.W. and S.E. one hundred and two days;
thunder and lightning five days ; rain fell on one hundred and
ten days; snow fifty-four days.”

In reference to the high temperature of ninety-six degrees on
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ed to the July 13, 1859, mentioned in the foregoingextract, Mr. Delany,
of the isl- in a foot-note to the table, remarks that it was probably owing

wd a half to a large portion of the woods being on fire on that day, in the

1 the shore neighborhood of /St.~John’s. Such a temperature is never

it clothing reached except under exceptional conditions.

r, and on Sir Stephen Hijll, formerly governor, says in one\ of his de-

salubrious spatches, after-4” description of the country and the seasons :
“ Before quitfing this subject, I would observe that the climate

ly SAYS re- of Newfoundland is exceedingly healthy. The robust and
eter down healthy appearance of ‘the people, and the advanced ages which
mly for a many of, them attain, testify to the purity and the excellence of
‘haps ten ; the air which they inhale, and the invigorating qualities of the

elow zero bree#Zés of British North America.”

ying .cold Mr. Murray, geological surveyor, says: ¢ In other respects
her effect the climate of Newfoundland is, as compared with the neigh-

f the same boring continent, a moderately temperate one. The heat is far
almost in less inténse, on an average, during the summer, than in any
‘ranklins ; part of Canada, and the extreme cold of winter is much less

', spend a severe. The thermometer rarely indicates higher than seventy
while our degrees Fahrenheit, in the former, or mueh below zero in the
ing their latter ; although the cold is occasionally aggravated by storms
| delicate, and the humidity consequent on an insular position. The cli-

ealth, de- mate is undoubtedly a very healthy one, and the general
ing them- physique of the natives, who are a powerfully-built, robust, and
mariners, hardy race, is a good example of its influence.”
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CHAPTER VII.

THE ABORIGINES.

Human relics — The American Indian skull — ¢ Survi‘vﬁ'i‘i”—The Bethuks —
Cartier on the natives of his day — Whitbourne's description of ¢ The
natural inhabitants” — Early experiences of the settlers — Invasion and

retaliation — British intervention — Indians captured and taken to St.

John’s — Disappearance of the native tribes — Modes of sepulture — Cor-
mack’s expeditions — Wigwams and deer-traps — Indian vocabulary.

Ix the Museum of St. John’s there is preserved a human
skull, to which a curious interest attaches. It is the only cramium
known to be preserved of the once numerous and powerful
Bethuk or Bwothic tribe of Red Indians, the aborigines of

Newfoundland — a race now extinct. It was found in a grave
in Greenspond, together with a thigh-bone, a shoulder-blade,
and a few other smaller bones; the remainder of the skeleton
having been probably carried off' by the wolves or foxes. The
skull is in a good state of preSexvation, except that the cheek-
bone and the lower part of the socket of one eye are broken.
Underneath where these remains lay was a circular hole, lined
with birch bark, about twenty inches in diameter and ten inches
in depth, at the bottom of which were two pieces of iron
pyrites. In the grave was also found the shaft of a spear
stained with red ochre. The skull and bones are the only
relics of the kind which remain of the vanished Bethuks, once
lords of this large island. Diligent search has been made
within the last few years, by more than one traveller, in the
burial-places of the tribe around Red Indian Lake and else-
where, for skulls or other bones; but, so far, nota frggment has
been found. A few of their arrow and spear heads and stone
implements of various kinds have been dug up in, varigus
places ; but only a solitary skull remains to tell us what was the
configuration of “the dome of thought ” in which beat the brain
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of a Bethuk. Even this relic was in danger of being consigned
to the dust-bin through carelessness, when the present writer
rescued it, and placed it in the local museum.. It has been
since photographed, and formed, together with stone imple-
ments, the subject of a paper by Mr. Lloyd, which was read
before the Anthropological Institute of Great Britain and Ire-
land, and printed in their Journal. The peculiarities which
stamp the American Indign skull are discernible —the vertical
occiput, the prominent v.g'tex, the low defective forehead, the
square form, the quadrangular orbits, and the massive maxilla.
It is the cranium of a savage,” but not one of a low type.
Around the skull in its present place of repose are appropri-
ately grouped various Indian implements of stdne which were
found in the island. One of these is an oblong vessel of soft
magnesian stone, hollowed to the depth of two inches, the
lower edges forming a square of three and a half inches in the
sides. In one corneris a hollow groove, which apparently
served as a spout. There are also arrow-heads of a hard gray
cherty stone, an axe-shaped tool of felsite slate, and a finely-
worked and highly-polished gouge-shaped implement of chert,
nine and a half inches in length. No little skill and patient
labor were needed to form thiese poor implements of stone.
They were the best which heads of the type here presented
could devise to help them in their hard " struggle for existence.”
With these poor implements they were perhaps hunting and
fishing when our own progenitors in Europe had not got far in
advance of the red men.

Ethnologists are generally agreed in regarding the aborigines

“of America as but a single race, from Cape Horn to the con-

fines of the Esquimaux, around the Arctic circle, divided into
an infinite number of small tribes, presenting more or less dif-
ferences one from the other. Dr. Morton separates them
broadly into two great families : the Toltecan nations —embrac-
ing Mexicans and Peruvians — and the barbarous tribes,
including the whole remaining inbabitants of the continent.
The barbarous tribes have been arranged into five groups:
First, Iroquois; second, Algonkin and Apalachian; third,
Dacota ; fourth, Shoshonees ; fifth, Oregonians. The question

\

RR———— |
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is to which of these groups did the red men of Newfoundland . by th
belong. Some writers have regarded them as being Esquimaux, are fe
and others as Micmacs; but for neither opinion is there any and w
foundation. ‘ faces,

The Esquimaux are looked upon by some recent ethnologists the is
as the “ survivals” of the Cave Men of Europe. If this theory and i
be correct, then the Cave Men were gradually driven farther have |
and farther north by new arrivals in Europe, until they were pugsu
pressed within the Arctic regions. But when the Bethyks are : thous:
compared with them there are no points of resemblance. They bounc
are also quite distinct from the Micmacs, another tribe of red migra
men. Latham, one of the highest authorities in ethnology, re- ping ¢
gards the Bethuks of Newfoundland as a branch of the great which
Algonkin tribe of North American Indians. : plumj

In his * Varieties of Man?” he says that all doubts on this met W
subject have been set at rest by * 4 hitherto unpublished Bethuk they s
Vocabulary, with which I have been kindly.furnished by my comm
friend, Dr. King, of the Ethnological Society. This marked venis(
them a separate section of the Algonkins, and such I believe the s
them to have been.” The evidences we are about to furnish The
seem to point to the same conclusion. Thus we may safely are ve
classify them as a branch of the wide-spread and warlike ; ance
Algonkins, whose area embraced the whole of Canada, Nova voyag
Scotia, Cape Breton, New Brunswick, Labrador, and part of where
Hudson’s Bay Territory, together with a large portion of the Cabot
United States. In fact this tribe were distributed east and west, *The
from the Rocky Mountains to Newfoundland, and north and beasts
south, from Labrador to the Carolinas. The Bethuks came ofa | we di
good stock of red men, and if they were unable to retain a spear
footing in Newfoundland before the advancing tread of civiliza- In
tion, they have only anticipated a little the inevitable doom voyag
which awaits their racg in continental America. Engls

At what time the BetByks found their way to Newfoundland three
from the shores of Canada or Labrador is, of course, utterly in the
unknown. When Cabet discovered the island, in 1497, he which
found them in: possession. No doubt for many centuries pre- like 1
viously they had been fishing in its creeks, har[)ors, and bays, king |
hunting the caribou over its plains, and erecting their wigwams
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. by the placid waters of its inland lakes. At this day there

are few better hunting-grounds than those of Newfoundland ;
and what must they have been before the coming of * the pale-
faces,” with their destructive fire-arms! One can fancy that
the island, with its abundance of wild creatures of all kinds,
and its shores and countless lakes swarming with fish, must
have been the very paradise of the red men. Unmolested, they
pugsued the game over a country having an area of forty-two
thousand square miles. Countless herds of the finest reindeer
bounded over the savannas of the interior, in their annual
migrations ; and who more skilled than the red men in entrap-
ping and slaying the lordly stag, in capturing the beaver, with
which the ponds were lavishly stocked, or in bringing down the
plump ptarmigan, of which vast flocks were everywhere to be
met with? We can hardly doubt that when *monarchs of all
they surveyed,” and with all the resources of the island at their
command, the Bethuks revelled in a savage luxury, feasting on
venison, and clothing themselves in the rich furs which were
the spoils of the chase.

The early historical notices of the red men of Newfoundland
are very brief, but serve to give us some idea of their appear-
ance and habits as they presented themselves to the egrly
voyagers. The-earliest reference met with is in * Hakluyt,” !
where there is an account of the discovery of Newfoundland by
Cabot. \ Of the aborigines, Cabot is reported to have said:
“The inhabitants of this island use the skins and furs of wild
beasts for garments, which they hold in as high estimation as
we do our finest clothes. In war they use bows and arrows,
spears, darts, clubs, and sling®.”

In “Kerr’'s Travels” it is stated that Cabot, on his second
voyage, brought away three of the aborigines, and took them to
England. “In the fourteenth year of the king (Henry VII.)
three men were brought from Newfoundland, who were clothed
in the skins of beasts, did eat raw flesh, and spoke a language
which no man could understand ; their demeanor being more
like that of brute beasts than men. They were kept by the
king for some considerable time, and I saw two of them about

1Vol. iii., p. 27.
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two years afterwards, in the Palace of Westminster, habited
like Englishmen, and not to be distinguished from Englishmen
until I was told who they were.”

It may be doubted whether this account is correct in all
respects, as Cabot does not appear to have had much to do with
Newfoundland after its discovery. The red men referred to
may have been natives of Cape Breton or Prince Edward
Island. ) ,

Jacques Cartier, in 1433, described the aborigines of New-
foundland as *of indifferent good stature and bigness, but wild
and unruly. They wear their hair tied on the top like a wreath of
hay, and put a wooden pin init, or any other such thing instead
of a nail, and with them they bind certain birds’ feathers.
They are well clothed with beasts’ skins, as well the men as the
women ; but the womén go somewhat straighter and closer ix
their garments than the men do, with their waists girded.”

Hayes, who was second in command to Sir Humphrey
Gilbert, about 1583, and whose narrative has been preserved
in the Hakluyt Collection, says: “The savages are altogether
harmless.”

Captain Richard Whitbourne, 1622, gives much fuller ac-
counts in his interesting book on Newfoundland. He tells us
that “the natural inhabitants of the country, as they are but
few in number, so are they something rude and savage people,
having neither knowledge of God nor living under any kind of
civil government. In their habits, customs, and manners, they
resemble Indians on the continent.” He further describes them
as ingenious and tractable, full of quick and lively apprehension ;
willing to assist the fishermen in curing fish for a small hire.
He shows that “in their habits they resemble the Canadian
Indians, as they constructed canoes with the bark of birch-trees,
which they sew v@ry artificially and close together, and over-
lay every seam with turpentine.” He also tells us that they
were able to “sew the rinds of spruce-trees, round and deep in
proportién, like a brass-kettle, to boil their meat in”; and on
one occasion he says three of his men surprised a party of them
enjoying themselves in a sumptuous manner. *They were
feasting, having the canoes by them, and had three pots made
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of rinds of trees, standing each of them on three stems, boiling,
with fowls in each of them, every fowl as big as a pigeon, and
some as big as a duck. They had also many such pots so
fowled, and fashioned like the leather buckets that are used for
quenching fires, and were full of the yolks. of eggs that they
had taken and boiled hard, and so dried small, which the
savages used in their broth: they had great store of the skins
of deer, bettners, bears, seals, otters, and divers other fine
skins, which were well-dressed ; as also great store of several
goots of flesh dried; and by shooting off a musket towards
them, they all ran away naked, without any apparel, but only
their hats on their heads, which were made of sealskins, in
fashion like our hats.” We are greatly indebted to this quaint old
skipper of the days of Queen Elizafeth for preserving these
details, and thus supplying the only picture we have of the
domestic life of this extinct tribe. They evidently knew how to
appreciate the good things around them, and had very fair
ideas of cookery. :

The friendly relations which at first existed between the
white and red men in Newfoundland, did not continue long.
The savage people began speedily to,exhibit a tendency to
annex the white man’s goods whenever opportunity offered.
Such objects as knives, hatchets, nails, lines, or sails, pre-
sented a temptation which to them was almost irresistible.
Their petty thefts were regarded by their invaders as crimes of
the darkest dye, quite sufficient to justify the unsparing use
of the strong arm for their extermination. = The rude hunters,
trappers, and fishermen in the more distant settlements in the

. north of the_island were rough men outside the control of law,

and but little disposed to try conciliation or kindness on a tribe
of savages whose presence in the country was felt to be an
annoyance. - That they treated the poor Bethuks with brutal
cruelty admits of no doubt. In fact, for a long period they
regarded the red men as vermin to be hunted down and de-
stroyed. We can hardly doubt that such treatment provoked
the red man to deeds of fierce retaliation, and that at length
“ war to the knife ” became the rule between the two races. The
savages, at first mild and tractable and disposed to maintain
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friendly relations, becam