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I’hea'\pommof ﬂ\iv‘- it Hm
permps surptiss -apmd b thdé&"ﬁ‘@ho';f
it may be sent, and its mngmﬁcant di-
mensions may disconcert others, who may
think the educational interests of Nova
Seotiz rather pomly represented by a
sheet so paliry.

‘Che reasons for its present publication
are, the difficulty of reaching the teackers
of remote districts lhmuoh -the ordinary
advertizing nedia, and “tho importance
of some regular means of communication
botween the Superintendent and the com-
inissioners and Teachers,

The design of issuing an Fducational
Joaraal, has long been entertained by the
Supennlendcnt, but the migratory nature
of his occupalxon has hitherto prevented
itsexecution. Now, hewever, 1t is hoped
that it will be possible to issue a nunsber,
aither in Ialifax or Pictou,at intervals of
sbout two,months, during the present year,
and that the officers who may be at the
head of tho Educational interests of the
Provinco upder the new law, may be go
aituaizd as to bo ablo to continue its issuo
regulary; and by ohtaining sulscribers, to

The Journal of Education, therefore,
will for the present year be sent gratis to
Commissioners and ‘Feachers, and will be
issued as regularly as circumstances will
peemit. Tt is hoped that in 1he next
No. its dimensions may Le enlarged. It
should be stated that for alarge portion
of the extracts in the present No. we are
indelted to the Journal of Education for
Upper Canada.

PUBLIC MELETINGS AND INSTL
TUTES.

The work of holding public education-
al meetings, lecturing and visiting  schaols,
has been prosecuied vigorcus'y during the
past three months, in the Western Coun-
tics. Resolutions, favorable to a measure
for general Assessment, were passed at
respectable  meetings in  Bridgctown,
Kentville, Digby, Yarmeuth, Barrington,
Lunenburgh, and  Eastern  Hants,
—The project for establishing a
Normal School, is, aslast year, every-
vhere vavorably received.  Thengh there
2restill in many disteicts too much apathy
and carclessness, there aro also some
cheering signs of improvemeat. Better
methods of teaching, Repisters of er-
rors and merits, Blackboards and other
spparatus, have been introduced into many
schools, and in several, new and improved
desks and seats have been put up, afier
the model given last year in the pamphlet
an School Architecture. It ia o be hoped
that such changes will now go on with
increasing rapidity.

In the present No., meetings are ad-
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Counties, w:ll bear in mind that an ex-

pression of op.nwn on Assessment, and

othe: important improvements,is expected, |
in view of the cnactment of a now Edu- |
cational Law in the next session of the

Legislature.

An Institute of tho duration of une
weelk, and attended by 40 teache,s, was
held ia Horton Academy in April, and
tiiree othors of the duration of one day
cach, have since been held in Yarmouth,
Sheiburne and Lunenburzh.  ‘L'wo others
are now advertised for Sydney C. B., and
Port Iood, and it is hoped that the Teach-
ers of Cape DBrcton will avail themselves
of these opportunities of improve-
ment; moze especially as provision will be
made, in the caso of the first of these In-
stitutes, for the payment of their board
while attending.

The meetings and School visitations
for the Counties of Pictou, Colchester and
Cuemberland, will take place in October
and November, and will bo duly adver-
tised.

, "“""i. Twgr aa
THL \’ORMAL SLHOO.J BILL
The present Superintendent of Educa-

tion, has from the first, regarded his office
as in its nature temporary and preparsto-
ry; as intended by the fiamers of our ed-
ucational law, to pave the way for an
improved and more cflicient system of
popular instruction.

Visitation of schonls, diffusion of in-
formation regarding ‘Teaching, School
houses, &c., Public meetings, Institutes
and Associztions, all tend in this direction,
by clevating the character of public instruc-
tion, and the popular estimation of its va-
lue. There are huwever two great general
improvements, to which,influenced by the
experience of the best educated couatries,
the wanifest wants of this Pruviuce, and
the nearly unanimous opinion of the friends
of popular education, he has given the
greatest prominence.  These are the

laries of {hadeathetd Appie
1y 10 the tryevaluc of the services \ldy.

ate eapected 10 Yendor. Both of these

;lmprmcmuns tend to cause the real im-

portance of sound popular instruction to
be more fully realized, and to make it be
wore extensively and pmcucall) recoghise
cd as one of tnemost valuable branches
of the public servico,

Of theso two projects the Normal
School shonld be first in tho order of
time, for the following reasons:i—1st, ln
order to induce the people to acquiesce iu
assessment, we ought to be propared to
assure them that the means of traruing
teachers possessed by other countrics in
which assessment prevails, are within theic
reach; —2dly, the Normal School can
searcely be in efficient operation till the
lapse of nearly a year after it shall havo
been estabhished by the Legisiature; and
trained pupils éaunot be obtained from 1,
or in other words its przctical benefits
cannot be experienced, till ncarly two
years after the passage of a il for s
ercuion.—Sdly, ‘The new Jaw to be pass-
ed in 1852 should establish a permancnt
system of Education, aud therefore should
A Rebreve ;i fnpaniblerpeevision both, for a
Normal Schoot and Assessment.  In or-
der however that these two great im-
provements might be introduced simulta-
neously, it vas absolutely necessary thatz
law authorising 1the furmer should be
passed in the late sessivn of the Legisha-
ture.

Influenced by thesc considerations, and
after having consulted 2 large number ot
the ablest educationists of theProvince,and
carefully examined the systems in use in
other countrics, a schemno was prepared,
suited to the circumstances of a poor and
amall Province, and sanctivned in all its
deiails by experience abrvad, to provide
at once for supenntendence, district 1i-
spection and the training of from 50 t.

100 teachers anattally, at a cost, including
interest of cost of buildings, &c., notex-
ceeding £350.  This plan was faverably
received by the Commitiee on Education,

Establiskment of a Normal or Training,or at least by those members who could

School, for the better instruction angd pre-| find time to attend its mncetings.

It was

paxalion of ‘Teachers, and the suppurt of | explained to members of the Legislature,

Schools by a General, Compulsury and.

Equitclie Asscssment.

The former is intended 1o elevate the
character and public estimation of the
Teacher, to give to tcaching the rank of
a profession, indircctly to raise its remu-
neration, and to give to the peuple 3 sa-
tisfaclory guaraniee for the qualifications
of the persons employed 10 instruct their
children.  The sccond is intended
make the Schools frecto all, 10 enable the
poorer and middling classes of society to
ceducate their children at a lower rate than
at present, to cqualize the burden of sup-

xestised for the Countigs of Sydney,

porting ke schools, and to make the 53+

not only in the printed report, but in an
address delivered to the commitieein pre-
sence of the public, and in the appendia
to the Roport of the Committee. A Bil’
was prepared, embodying thuso parts of
the plan on whickh action was required
hefore the next meeting of the Legislature.
There seained few indications of opposi-
tion, and it was hoped that power would
have been given to the Government t¢ e~
cct in the present yeargthe nceessary build-
dings, chunse tho men fitted for carrying
on the work of Superintendence and Nor-
mal Instruction, and give then time to

prepare for their dutics, 20 that the presest
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Superintendent might, at the elose of the
existing law, have handed over his work to
a body of officers ready to take it up, withe
out any interval of educatjonal anarchy ;
and that a pov eefal fmpetus would by this
great leguslative stap ho given to educa-

tisnal improvement n every other diroetion '
~—in short, that u nvcleus of a eound}

educational organization had been prepar-

year could easily gather sraund it the other
elements necessary topesfect its atabaity
and symmetry. ‘Cheso hopes wore disap-
pointed.  The Bill, attar passing in com-
mittee, was Joat in the I{ouse; and though

Tha examinations shall be)

manner; and pupils who, at the close of
their term of study, are found to be in-
competent 1o act as teachers, may be dis-
misscd, o¢ reccive instruction for a second
terin, at the discretion of the Principal.

8. That each Board of Coumissioncrs

"shall have the right of sending to the
ed, and that the exertions of th . resent

Neormal School, at the commencement of
auy of its torms, one pupil for each £100
of Provineial aid received by the Board ;
aud if necessary to aid snch pupils in
paving their traveiling expenses, 1o and
from the school, tothe extent of not mure

the vote was aflerwards rescinded, tho . than £2 tor each pupil. Provided that
frionds of the measuce felt that it would ,such pupils shall not bo less than 17 years

be unsafe againto bring it forward.
It is now nceessary, without any recri-

of 150, aud of good moral charaster;
and that they shall give to the mincipal

mircation 13 to the past, and loaving thejof the Normal School, written pledges
responaibility of vhe delay to reat vith that they wiil teach for at least three
those who caused it, to du the best that, years within the provinee; and that on

esn be done to repair the injury that edu- |

cational impravement has ¢xperienced, and
to make mure certain tho passare of 2 si-
milar Bill in the ensving session.  With
thisobject the plan propesed last winter
18 now re-printed for the information of
the peaple, that they may unaderstand its
naturg, and make known to their ropra-
aentatives their wishes in relation to it.
DPian for the Estallisiment of a Provine

cial Normal S:linsl, in conncction 1with

an improved systeat of Superintendine;

of  Schools, end the appantment of

District Tnspictors.,

1. That in ozder to sccure a conatant
supply of competent male and female
wachers, and to enable the teachers al-
rcady employed to extend and improve
theie professional knowledae, a Provincial
Normal or Training School for Teachers,
should be established in some central and
convenient part of the Province.

2. That a building, provided with the
nenessary farniture, hooks and apparatus,
ne arected for thy accommodation of the
school, at an expense not exceeding £900
i all, including the cust of ground.

3. ‘That tha Teachers of the Normal
School bg, a Prinzipal, appointed by the
tiavernor in Council, with a aalary of
£300 per ananm, and w, Assistants,
with salariss of 100 cach per annum,
appointed by the Principal, with the ap-
provai of tha Gavernors of the School,

1. That the course of Instriuction he
sttilar to that in the Nuormal schools of
Voper Canada, New York, and Massa-
~hwactte, ar as nearly apjirosching 1o this
as the circumstances will parmit,

3. That the necessary arrangements he
wle with the Trastees and inhabitants of
the pizce in which the school shall be
located, 10 enable its district schools, or
same f them, 10 be connected with the
Normal Schow, as Mol Shools, in
“hich the pupils of the Normal School
may practice the art of teaching.

3. That the annual tean of instroetion
ahall be ninc months ; and that no pupil,
nat previously a licensed teacher, shall be
satitled ta spply for examination to
wraduate as 3 teacher, withuut haviag
=tudied for that period. *

7. Thatall pupils ahall be cxamined by
tho Principal, afier having studicd for nine
wmontis; and if competent, shall reccive
settificaivs aa qualifind Common School

heingy oxamined by him, they shall prove
tv have received an ordinary common
school education.

9, That the Principal of the School
tnay receive an additional number of
pupils, not exceeding twenty, on their
applying to him, and giving the necessary
pledges.  All licensed teachers to have
fr2e access to the achool at all times, and
to ha entiled to apply for examination
afier having studied three tnonthe.

10. Instruction, and the use of text
hooks, to he free to all persons admitted
in the ahave ways.

11. That any teacher holding a centifi-
cate from the Principal of the Norma)
Schoo, shall be entitled to receive a com-
mon school licence from any DBoard of
Ccmmissioners, unless the holder of such
certificate become of bad moral character,
in which casa the Commissioners shall
make known the fact to the Principal, who
shall erase his name from the list of gra-
duates,

12. The governors of the Normal
School shall be, His Excellency the Lieut.
Governor, and the members of the Exe.
cative Council, with such other persons as
His Excellency may appoint; and the
Principal of the schoeol shall, with the
consent of the governors, frame the ye
Laws and Regulations necessary for its
management and that of the model schools,
and shall carefully watch over the conduct
of the pupit teachers in attendance,

13. The Principal of the Normal
School shall be 1he Provincial Supriaten-
dent of Education. In this capacity he
shail receivs the Reports of Commission-
ers of Schools, Trustees of Academies
and District Inspectors ; sapply teachers to
districts whose Trustec may apply to
him: diffuse educational information;
spend at least one month in each year in

holding mectinas and delivering lectutcsl

in the principal places in the Commission-

tion to the Commissioners and Superinten
dent; such Inspsctor to be one of the Cem
missioners or their cletk, recommended by
the Uoard and appointed by the Superin.
tendent.  13ach Inspector to receive from
the treasury five shillings for each schonl
visited and reported on by him. The
sums requited fue this purpose to bedeawn

{ from the treasnry by the several Buards

of Commissioners, at the cluse of essh

school yoar,

Tho above plan in all its parts should
be ready to go into vperation on the first
of May, 1853.

Estimate of cost of Normal School, with
Superintendence and Inspection,on the
above plan.

ORIGINAL OUTLAY. ’

£750 6 0

Building and Ground,
Apparatus and Books, 15000
Total, £800 0 o

ANNUAL EXPENDITURE.

Salary of Principal, £300 0 0
Do,  twn Assistants 000
Repairs, Fuel, Books, &e., 100 0 ©
istrict Tnspection about 210 0 0
Total, £840 0 0

Deduct cost af present system

of Superintendence, 350 ¢ 0
Total additivnal expenditure, £490 0 o

J. W. Dawson,
Sup’t. of Education.

By the ahove scheme, about one hnn.
dréd teachers could be annually trained,
which waould be about a sufficient number
to replace those now annually leaving the
profession from various causes; and would
therefore gradually introduce improved
methods and wiity of system, without
causing any injurivus competition with
the teschers previously employed. Ua-
limited nieans of improvement are alse
afforaed to teachiers already licensed.
Provisivn is made for making the benefits
ef the school sufficiently accessible to the
districts most distant from it, and also for
effectual superintcndence and inspection.
It may require some medifications—mcre
especially since so much delay has oe-
curred in carvying it into exccution ; but
in its general vuline. it is believed that it
will recommend iteelf to all who live
any acquaintunce with the nature of sueh
izstitutions.

TEACHERS® ASSOCIATIONS.

These valuable institutions,so conducive
to the establishment and maintenance of
mutual good feeling, professional spirit,
energy aud progress on the part of tesch-
ers, have now been established ina num-
ber of Jocalities. In 1850 the superinten-
tendent found but one in operatioa, that ot
Stewiscke. Halifax took the lead in ee-
tablishing new associstions; and other an-
cieties of 2 similar character,centering a1

ers’ Districts; report annually to _hisl])nrham. Bridgetown, Digby, Yarmoath,
Exceilency the Licutenant Governor on ! Liverpool, Lunenburgand New Glasgow,

the state of Education; and in general
exert himself to improve and extend the
educatinn of the Province.

11. In each Commissioners’ district
there shall be an Inspector of Schools, who
shall visit each school annuslly, under the
direction of the Superintendent, (by whom
he shall be farnished with blank forms of
qucstions,) and ehall veport on ite eendi-

have been organized, ov are believed te
be in process of organization.

The officers of all the Associations
that are or may be established, are vo-
quested 0 forward to the superintendent
copies of their rules, that a selection from
them may be givea in the Educativnal Re-
port of tho present year. Arrangements
will be made for procuring for sash Asee-
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«iation. so forwarding its rules,before the
ond of Septembes next,a cupy of the
Journal of Educstion for Upper Canada
fur one year.

CHEMICAL APPARATUS.

A few additional sets of apparatus for
teaching Agriculural Chemistry, have
been imported for distribution in the pre-
eent yeat. Any Hoard of Commissivners
dusiring to have ono of thess, as part of
#s share of the appropriation for Dooks
and apparatus, is requested tosply to the
Superintendext of Education, before the
15th of September; as it is expected that
the whole of the supply of Buoks and
Apparatus will be ready for being forward-
«d to the several counties about that tiwe.

0" Teachers who may not receive
enpics of tho Journat, will obtain this
Nu. and have the subsequent Nous, sent to
them, hy sonding their names and address
sos, froe of expense, to the Superintend-
ont, or t0 tho clerks of their districts.

Arrangements hase bden made for fur-
nishing the several Boards of Conimission.
acs with theiv supplies of books for poor
Schuols, and 2lso with the Schoo} Libra.
ries purchased with the grauts fur 1850
and 1851, about the middle of Sep-
tember.

——

NEW ASSOCIATION.

A number of teachers yesident in the
Yownship of Egerton, having met by
sppointment, on the 22nd May last,
in tho school house, at New Glasgow,
for the purpuae of waking into consider-
ation their own position as teachers, as
well a3 the educational interests of the
Township generally: after consulta
tion, they agreed to form themselves
into a society, to be designated the Eqer-
ton Teachers® Associatiun,” having for
ita object, their mutual improvement, and
the clevation of their profession ro that
staius in society which, from its import-
tance, it ought ta accupy.

‘They adopted the following rules as
she basis of their association.

1st. That no teacher shall bea member
of this sacicly whu is not competent 10
wach all the branches requirad by law.

34. Thatevery membar shall pay one
shilling and threepence entrancs fee; and
sixpence quarterly.

3rd. That the members of this Society
shail meet on the first Tuesday of every
month, for the abave spocified purposes.

4th. That the presidont, secretary,
aad treasurer shall beelected annually,

5th. That a- committee chosen by the
seciety shall visit all the schools twice s
sour, and report to the Society.

Besides the ahove, the asscciation have
sdopted a cade of Bye-laws for their spe-
«in! regulation.—(Chronicle.

17 Commissioners and Clerks 1o whom
seversl copies of the Journal are sent,
will oblige by circulating them in situa.
nons where they may be likely 10 do
geod, and especially by supplying teach-
srs whomay aot have received oapios.

e ———

Teachers are requested to give notice,
a8 fully as possibie, to the peuple of theie
districte, of the meetings advertised in the
present No.

PRACTICAL HINTS TO TEACH-.
ERS—READING.

It hae often justly been observed, that
very few persons read well. To read
simply and naturally, with animation and
expreasion, is indeed a high and rare
atsinment. To attain a c¢orrect pronus-
ciation, a proper toue of voice, and the
right inflections, such as will convey
cleatly to the minds of those who listen,
the veal sentiments and ideas which the
writer intendeil should be conveyed, is a
degree of perfection in the art of reading
that few, very few, ever arrive at.

Bosides, what is by many called goud
reading, is far frum it. We mean that
which calls the attention of the listener
from the subject of the discourse, to the
supposed taste snd skill in pronouncing
it.  As the best window is that through
wkich the light passcs most freely, anl
aflurds the most natusal view of the land-
scape without, so is he the best reader
wlio brings befure us the mind of the
auttor, unencumbered hy the tints and
tracery of his own styloand manner. Siill
it must be remembered that with most
persons  reading is an art, Tho best
readers are those who have most ditigently
studied their art; and yet studied it so
well that you can scarcely perceive they
have studied it at all.  You so thorongh-
ly undeistand, and so sensibly feel the
force of what they read, that you never
think Aow they are saying it.

The principal reason why there are no
more good read~rs is owing to defects in
education. The crror begins with teach-
ing the alphabet. ‘This is often an yn-
meaning excreise; nay, in the great ma-
jority of schuols it is a tedious affair 1o
cluldren. The child is called out and
required to repeat the alphabet from A to
Z,and from Z 10 A, alternateiy, day afioe
day, week after week, and, in many in-
stances, tnis is continued for months;
after which the pupil is set at reading
“bla, ble, bli,”’—those unmearins and
warse than useless monosyliables, Instead
of this the child should be taught jdeas,
and wayds which convey ideas, at first.—
For example, the pupil should bo tanght
the lolter 0, then the letter &, and next the
word 0z, At the next lesson he may be
taught aq, ¢, and then the word axe; ord
and y. which, with o, learned at the firsy
lesson, form the word loy. Thus he
learns words that convey thoughts to hia
mind, and from the conversation of the
teacher concerning them, and the ques-
tions asked, he finds, at the first lessons,
that learning the alphabet ard learning to
read are not dull, wnonotunous, meaning-
less tasks. He becomes at once iuter-
ested ; hence cannot fail to improve ra-
pidly.

It is during the early training of chil.
dren that the greatest fault in teaching
reading consists.  Bad habits then formed
are cxecedingly difficult 10 get rid of.
But as teachers will not only have scho-

lars who Liave net been taught at all, but

those who have been taught badly, the
jnquiry nsturally arises, “How can we
make good readers of thuse who new
read badly, a8 well as thoss who cannot
read at all?’!  In reply, we give a fow
sules, which, if observed, will be of much
service in suggesting modes of teaching
reading successfully.

Desure that the pupil thoroughly under-
stands what Ae veads.  Probably there san
be no one direction given, which is of
more imporisnce, especially in teuching
children than this, Attention to it will
sweep away those unmeaning combina-
tions before alluded tn, such as *‘blo, ble,
dac, hec,” and all the reat of this ridicu-
lous tribe, found in ncarly every spelling
book. It is in reading these that a habit
is formed of separating the sight and
sound of words from the sense; and this
habit once formed, clingsto the mind long
after the years of childhood have passed
away,

Here. then while teaching the firet
principles of reading, is the place to
commence the observance of the above
rule. This is absolutely essential to
success. Indeed, it is during the child’s
first instruction that the habit of fully
comprehending in the mind that which is
presented to .he eye, must be formed.
So with the more advanced pupils, if you
wuould have them read well, they smust
understard what they read. How can a
person be expected to express the lan.
guage of a thonght properly, if he docs
not comprehend the thought itselft 1f,
therefore, you would have a sentence well
read, read so as 1o be understood and
felt by the hearer, take care that the
reader himself both undersiands and feels
it

Romember that the tones and emphasis
which we use in conversation, are those
which form the lasis of cowp BLoCUTION.
Childzen should therefore he instructed 1o
vead as they talk ; particularly in regard
to eainphasis and inflection.  But there are
some children who talk sv badly that they
can scarcely be nnderstood. This is owing
to defects m  articulation. Te remove
this habit, we know of no better way
than thorough ¢rilling in uttering the ele-
mentary sounds of the language. Tais
may be practised at first, by the class in
cancert, then by cach pupil singly.

The first exercise should be pronosn
cing the word, then the vowel soundir
the word, ss follows: ale. 2; ann, a;
all, asat,azeat, e ice, iz ete. Thm
the sub-vocals should be spoken in the
same manner, thus : ebb, b; odd, d ; him,
m; buzs. 22 Then the aspirates : up, p,
it, t ; sin,8; thin, th. When these havo
been well learned, words should be pro
nounced and spelled by sounds, 28 @
m...a...n—man ; d..a..y—day: e. 2.2
—cat. These exercises will give com-
mand of the organs of articulation, and
teach the hibit of speaking distinctly.—
{Student,

HOW TO TEACH CHILDREN.

If you find an enor in the child’s
mind, follow it up till ke is rid of it. If
2 word is spelled wrong, be sure that the
clas is right before it is dismissed. Re-
peat, scd £ix attention on the expot erton
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till it can never be committed again. One
clear and distinet idea is worth a world of
misty ones. Time is of no consequence
in comparison with the object  Give the
child possessiun of one clear, distinot
truth, and it becomes to him a centrs of
light, In all your teaching, no matter
what time it takes, never leave your
pupil till you know he has in his mind
vour exact thought.

LOVE, HOPE AND PATIENCE IN
EDUCATION.

O'cr wayward childhiood would'st thou
hold firm rule,

And sun thee in the light of happy faces ;

Love, Hope, and Patience, these must be
thy graces,

Andin thineheart let them firnt keep school

For ns old Atlas on his broad neck places

Heaven's starry globe, und there sustains

1ty 80
Do these upbear the little world below
Uf Fducation—Patience, Love, and Hope,
Methinks I sec them grouped in secmly
show ;
‘The straitened arms upraised, the palns
aslopo,
And robes that touching as adown they flow
Distinetly biend, like snow cmbossed in
Snow ;
Oh, partthemnever! If Hope prostrate lie,
Love too will sink and die.
But Love is subtle, und doth proof derive
From her own life that 1lope is yet alive :
And bending o’cr, with soul-transfusing
eyes.
And the soft murmurs of the mother

ove
Woos back the flecting sprite, and half
supplies ;
Thus love repays to Hope what Hope
first gave to Love.
Yet, haply, there will come a weary day,
When overtasked at length
Both Love and 1upe benezth the load
give way,
‘Then with a statue’s smile, a statue’s
streagth,
Stands the mute sister Patience, nothing
loath,
And both supporting, docs the work of
both !
[Samuel Taylor Coleridge.
A Pawrosorniear. Sexrivent.— Go-
vetnor Wright, of Iudiana, advocating
the establishment of a commun school
system in that State, says : “If we do
not pay fur education of the boy, we
shall surely pay double {or the ignozance

ofthe man.”
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FAMILIARSKETCH OF A COMMON
SCHOOL IN GERMANY.

The following familiar sketch of the
every day routine of 2 German clementary
school, from Dickens® Household Words,
is intended as a keen sative upon those
persons who are satisfied with the worst
and cheapest description of school houses
and achool masters for their children :—

Just step into the interior of one of
these same German schools, and see what
manner of outlandisk work is going: on.
There! Did you ever ses the like of
that! Call that u achoul! The boys
are comfurtably secated, and the mastes
atands!

Moan-spitited fellow, there he stands,

as though it were he who had the hardest
work to do!  The room is loRy, airy, snd
well warmed ; the children sit, I do be-
lieve, in ahsolute enjoyment of the lesson,
No other sound interrupts the teacher and
his clasa ; the other classes are under the
same roof in other rooms. Ruined by
luxury, there sit the children—with 8
a grown man, and what's worse, a traived
and edncated man, standing before them,
pouting out his enargies, He ion't heat-
ing them their lessons ous of a book ; the
lesson they have learned out of a book,
he is explaining with all the art of a
lawyer, enlivening with anecdotes, sprink-
ling about with apt questions. The chil-
dren are all on the qui-vive, and awking
questions in their turn~~why don’t he
knock ’em down for their impertinence !
See! Now he asksa question of the
class—up go two dozen little hands !
The owners of these little hands believe
that they can answerit.  There! he selects’
one to answer, who looks pleased at the
distinction. When the next question
comes, he'll tackle some one clse.

Now comes a lesson in geography, He
takes a piece of chalk, and turas to the
blackboard, Dot..dct..dot. There is a
range of mountains, Assoon asitsshape
is defined, the children eagerly shout out
itsname. In five seconds the names of
five rivers are indicated, and named as fast
as they are drawn, by the young vaga-
bonds, who watch the artists hand.—
Down go the rivers to the ses, and-—
dot..dot..—a dozen and a half of towns
are indicated, every dot named in choras.
Then comes the coast line, boundaries of
countries, provinces and othertowrs. In
ten minutes there is on the boaid & clever
imprompta map of Germany, and the
children have shouted out the meaning of
every dot and stroke as it was made.—
They thiuk it better fun than puzzles.
Very pretty.

Now thers ho is, beginning at the
school-yard, talking of its size; then
advancing toa notion of the street ; then
of the town, then of the pruvince, and
leading his pupils to an idea of space,
and the extent of country indicated upan
such a map. ‘Trmly abominable all this
is! Where's the discipline, 1 should
like to know? If a school ia not made
the preliminary Hall of Sorrow, how are
men 1o grow up, abls to endure such a
House of trouble as this world notori
ousty is? How can the mind be streagth-
ened more effectually than by giving it at
first the daily task to lexrn by rote, an
exercise of simple memory?! The less
the task is underatood, the more the
memory is exercised in leavning it ; and
20 tho better for the child. What will
tecome of 3 man whose ears whea he
was young were never boxed-—whose
hands when he was young were never
bruised by any ruler—who in his child-
hood regarded canes 1n no other light than
38 objects cf botanical curiosity ! What
T aay of a boy is, that he ought to be
thrashed. My ndtion of education—and
1 believe the Blitisa nation will bear me
oot in what I say—my rotion is that we
ought to have a decidedly uncomfortable
achool room—ver7 hot—a good diszy,

‘-leoyy place, with lots of repetition of the

Y

same thing, to inpure monotony~—and that
the children should leatn by heart every
day a certain quantity of print out of
school books.

That they should show that they have
learned it by repeating it bLefore their
teaclier, who mustsit duwn and look big,
upon a stool or a chair, and have a cane
or ruler on the desk before him. Tha
while saying their Jessons, they should
stand uncomfortably, and endure, Spartsn
like, the wholesome discipline of fatiguve,
blows, bodily fear, snd great mental per-
plexity. That’s the way to learn. It’s
well known. Do'nt we remember that
we learnt that way? The teacher whe
has only to hear whether certasin words
printed befure him ate repeated accurately
—10 detect, perhaps, if he donr’t mind
that trouble, errors in a sum—to direct »
writing class—the teacher who can read,
write tolerably, add, subtract, multiply
and divide with tolerable currectness, and
who has the knack of filliping upon the
liead, with a stern manner, for the sske
of being what is called a strict discipli-
narian—that's the jockey to manage chil-
dren,

But those Germans, who wiite three
hundred volumes on the science of teach-
ing for every une we get in England on
this aubject, think otherwise. Tn all theiv
states by practice, and insome by special
law, the knocking of heads, the pulling
of ears, and all such wholesome pleasures
are denied the schoolmaster. Flogging
is restorted to most rarely. The following
is a school regulation of the Guvernment
of Austria,—Austria my English fricnd !

“The tescher must carefully avoid
hastily resorting to the rod; he must
neither box a child’s ears,ner pull or pinch
them; nor pull its hair: nor bit on the head
or any tender part; not use any instrumest
of punishment than & rod or slick; and
thatonly for great faults. Even this
kind of punishment may only be resorted
10 after having obtained the consent ofthe
Landrath, and of the paients of the child
and in their presence,”

A

Educational Mcetlings.
JULY, AUG'T., & SEPT'R.

N accordance with the 23rd see-

tion of the Act for the cocouragement

of education, Educational Mectings will
be held in

Glenclg, on Thar, July 31, atlla. m.
Antigonishe, Thur, August 7— same hour,
Gaysboro' Tuesday Augt, 12—same hour
Asichat,  Taesdas Ang. 19—same howr
Syduey, Mon. Aug. 25—sam:e hoar
Forks of Margarie R., Fept. 4—same howr
Port Hood, Monday Sept. 8—same hour

A Teachers® Inetitute will be held in
Sydney, on Taesdny, Wednesday and
Thursday, August 26, 27 aad 29; and in
Port Bood on Tuesday Bept 9. Teachers
from a distance will be awded in prying the
sxpenses of attendance.

jr7 Schools will be visited aud evea.
ing lectures delivered by the Saperintea-
ent in pluces not visited in his tour of last

year.
J. W. Dawson.
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