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“Contend earnestly for ‘the Faitk’ once delivered to the Saints.”

Vol. 1.

' Listowel, Ontario, Canada, December, 1888. - No. 11 and 12.

'The Gospel of the Nazarenes.

PART IV, CONTINUED.

e

Wherein ¥t differed from the GQreek Transla-
tion.

It may here be further remarked
that though Epiphanius in one part of
his work charges Cerinthus-and Carpo-
crates, who, he; says, used the same gos-
pel as the. Ebionites, . with having re-
moved the Genealogy from their copies,
yet in another place in speaking of
the views of these writers on the nature
of the Messiah, he says that they
argued from the Genealogy in the first
of Matthew’s Gospel, that Jesus was
by nature.only 2 man. From which

self contradictory statements .on the

part of this Catholic Father, it would
seem that he had: no personal: dcquaint-

ance with the actual contents of the]
Hebrew gospel, but inake: his atats:.
ments from the reports -of othérs, who

were the ayowed.enémies. of the Naza-
renes and their testimoby of Jesus.
And whatever differenice of -opinion

there may have existed between the
followers of Cerintbus, Carpocrates and
the Ebionite, it is evident that they
used the same gospel, which they claim-
ed were copies of the original document
written by the Apostle Matthew, and
transmitted faithfully to them by the
direct successors of the twelve apostles,
and that these copies of the Hehrew
Gospel contained the Genealogy of
Jesus, from Abraham to Joseph, and
that. the rest of the subject watter of
the two first chapters of the Greek ver-
sion were wanting in the Hebrew copies,
and this part which they avowed had
been interpolated, they repudiated, first,
‘on the grounds: that it violated the laws
of God established at Creation, and
embodied in the Ten Commauments
and other parts-of the “Laws of Moses”
and-the Prophets, which Jesus declared
he came not to destroy, but to fulfil; sec: '
ond, that it violated Jeliovah’s promise
to Abraham, and -cath to David, tbat
‘the Messiah should be their lingal des-
cendant; third, that it contradicted the

genuitie genealogy-of Matthew, foarth,
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that it was not supported by any of
the recorded facts of Jewish history;
fifth that it contradicted all the record-

ed statements of the Apostles regarding

the nature, lineage and paternity of
the Messiah, and 6th, that the doctrine
of the miraculous conception had long

been taughy by the pagan philosophers,.

and was a principle feature in the
mythology of the heathen world.

At an earlier date, Irenaeus, in com-
batting the views of the Ebionites, and

others, saye, “Those who are called

Ebionites agren that the world was
made (created) by God, but their opin-
ions respecting the Lord (Jesus) are
similar to those of Cerinthus and Car-
pocrates,  These represented Jesus as
having not been born of a virgin (by

the Holy Ghost) but as being the son

of Joseph and Mary according to the
ordinary course of human gonera$ion,
while he nevertheless was more right-
eous, wise and prudent than other men,”
and after some comments, he adds,
“They use the Gospel according to

Matthew only (i. e. the Hebrew) repu-:

diate the apostle Paul as an apostate
from the law, expound the Prophetic

writings in a singular manner, practice

circumecision, observe the things en-
joined by the law, and are so Judaic in
their style of life, that they even adore
Jerusalem as the House of God.” In
another part of his writings, however,

Irenaeus says that the Ebionites did.

not wholly reject the Gospel of Luke,
but only those portiv.. which they re-
garded as contradictory of Matthew’s
Gospel. -

Tt has been inferred that the Gospel

3

of Matthew referted to by Hegesippus,
in the second century, contained the
account of Herod the Great being
alarmed at the birth of the Messiah,
because in speaking of Domitian’s per-
secution of the followers .of Jesus, he
says, “This Emperv. was as much
alarmed at -the (repozted) appearance
(or coming) of Christ, as Herod,” but a
reference to the account found in our
Gospels regarding the death of John
the Baptist, and the remarks of Herod
the Tetrarch, when he heard of the
-preaching and- works of Jesus, shows
that it was that ruler, and not his
father Herod, to whom Hegesippus in
‘this passage refers. R

Long after - the formation of the
canon; we find that the Hebrew believ-
ers in the Messighship--of Jesus—of
whom Hegesippus was one-still re-
jected the Greek version, and repudi-
ated with scorn and contempt the dog-
may of the supernatural conception. of
Christ, which this interpolated portion
‘had been forged to support by some of
the church fathers. Speaking of these -

perly called Ebionites, by the. ancients,
-as those who cherish low and mean
opinions.of Christ, for they -consider
him a plain and common man, and
justified only by his advances-in virtue,
and that he was born of the Virgin
Mary by natural generation,” and “only-
using the Gospel according - to the He.
‘brews, they esteem the others as-but of -
little yvalue. They .also observe .the

Sabbath -and other discipline of the -
Jeows,. jnst like them, but on the other
hand they celebrate the Lord’s Day

people Eusebius says, “These are pro- -
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very much like us, in commemoration
of his resurrection. Whaenee, in conse-

Hebrew Gospel of Matthew, in its ori-
ginal characters and entive; and in an-

quence of such a course they have re-!other passage stated that the Ebionites

ceived their epithet, the name of‘

Ebionites, exhibiting the poverty of
their intellects, for it is thus that the
Hebrews call “a poor man.” and in anp-
other place, speaking of the books-ad-
mitted into the canon, he says, “there
are also some who number among these
the Gospel according to the Hebrews,
with which those of the Hebrews, who
have received Christ, are particularly
delighted.” We need not here inquire
why it was that the Hebrew converts
were so particularly delighted with the
Hebrew Gospel of Matthew, and “re-
garded the others as of little value.”
We have already seen what their views
were on the nature of Jesus, and the
unity of Jehovah, and the most ‘on-
vincing evidence is afforded that the
Original Gospel, after the Genealogy.
contained no account of Jesus until the
period, when at the age of thirty, he
came from Galilee to be immersed by
John in the waters of the Jordan,

which “happened in the days of Herod,

the Tetrarch,” and when Pontius Pilate
was the Procurator of Judea. In the
allusions made to this Gospel used by
the Hebrew believers, by Epiphanius,
he makes such contradictory statements
that it is evident that he had not him-
self examined the document, and he
slauders the work, and those who used
it, which has ever been a feature in the
character of the general order of the

Orthodox priesthood. Aund while this|

father in ‘one passage gives the Naza-
renes credit with having preserved the

also received the same gospel and that
they and the Cerinthians used u. viues,
and while ellowing that the latter
argued from the genealogy in the be-
ginning of that Gospel, that Christ was .
the natural offspriug of Joeeph and
Mary, yet in the same passage he con- -

tradicts his own statements and: falsely -

accuses those whom he “calls Ebionites -
with having teken away the Genealogy
from their copies of Matthew’s Gospel
and began with the subject matter of
what now forms the third chapter of
the modern versions.

gospel evidently mixes the accounts of
the baptism of Jesus, as recorded in

Matthew, with the accounts regarding -

John the Baptist, found in the opening
chapters of the Gospel of Luke, so that

but little dependance can be placed in .-

his statements regarding the character
and writings of those whom he calls
heretics.

Jerome, though in some matters re-

lating to the Gospel of the Nazarenes, .

makes mistakes, and is evidently in-

fluenced by the sentiments of Origen, .
yet as he read the document, in the :
original, his statements regarding its :
conbents, are more acctirate and reliable. ..
In his quotations from this Gospel :

relating to the baptism of Jesus;, he..:

relates that on hearing of the preach?-

ing and baptism of John the Baptist,

the mother and brethren of Jesus pro-
posed to him. that they also should go
‘and be immersed by the Baptist.

Bug

E piphanius also -
in his alleged quotations from the said °

N h]
W
}-
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Jesus replied to them, “In what have
I sinned, that I have any need to go
and be baptised byihim,” (then after a
pauge, he continued) “unless my saying
this proceeds perhaps from ignorance.” |
There seems no- reason to doubt that
this is a true-quotation from the origi-

nal gospel, and a -genuine saying of
Jesus, He'had been quidctly preparing
and patiently waiting for the time ap-
pointed by the Law, and in the Pro-
phets, for him to begin the publication
of his mission. But he was human, and
had the weakness of the fiesh common
to all humanity, and therefore liable to
be tempted and sin, and in order to
overcome, he found tkat submission to
Divine and parental law, was among
the first lessons to be learned and prac-
ticed. He had been-subject to his pa-
rents, and had faithfully kept the law
of God, and all its requirements. *He
sinned not, neither was guile found ir

his mouth.” He had learned obedience
by the things-which he had (mentally)
suffered. He ‘saw that he must soon
separate himself from home and kind-
red, and step down and out from every
worldly and political entanglement

‘Whatsoever: earthly goads and chattels
he owner were disposed of and given
to the poor;-and “though he- was rich,
yet (says Paul) for cur sakes be became
poor,” and t¢ the:same apostle who had’
attempted to walk the same eourse, but’
failed, the. Godliness -which e ‘mani-
fested in the fiesh,—or the -holiness of
hcaracter manifested—in this mortal pil-
grimage, ‘was a great mystery. Now
that the time was alwost comeé for

Jesus to begin his public. prqcla_mdtion

of.the “Glad Tidings,” 4nd knowing by
sad experience the very limited know.
ledge possessed by his nearest and dear-
est relations, as to the real object of

" I'that mission, and now that the preach-

ing and acts of John were causing
widespread commotion in the minds. of
all classes of his countrymen; Wxshmg
to teach his own household an impor.
tant lesson, and perhaps uncertain as to
how his future course of action might

‘become associated with that of the

Baptist, he spoke the words under
consideration. Then seeing the ne.
cessity of setling an example worthy
of imitation by others, on the subject
of Baptism, as well as of a holy
life, he probably, with many other
relations and friends, set out from
Nazareth to the particular part of
the Jordan valley, where John was
preaching the necessity for a reforma.
tion, and the near approach of the
Messiah, and requested his assistance in
perforining on his person the sacred rite
of immersion. But the Baptist, under the
influence of the Holy Spirit, recognised -
in Jesus—of whom he had probably
but a_very limited personal acquaint-
ance—a character of superior . holiness,
at fitst hesitated to coinply with the re-
quest of the young Nazarene.- But
upon Jesus urging the matter as neces-
8ary tv fulfil all righteousness, ot as the
gentence is otherwise rendered, “to es-
tablish every ordmance,” the Baptist
comphed and immersed Jesus beneath
the waters of the Jordan, not for the
embleimatic remission of his sins, for he
had never transgressed Jehovah’s laws,
but in- order to establish by his personal




THE NAZARENE MESSENGER. . 125

example the initial rite of the Gospel
dispensation which is yet to save from
sin and its effects, the ceekers after

truth, and finally to bless all the exist-

ing nations of .the earth. .
It would appear that the Baptism of

Jesus was accompanied by an extra-.

ordinary natural. phenomenon, such as
takes place in Oriental countries, espe-
cially in the early epringtime; such as a
sudden overclouding of the heavens, a

violent downpour of rain, accompanied
with terrific thunder aud vivid light-
nig, in which the electric element seem-
ed to flash along and mingle itse)f with

the waters “beneath, At such times the.
soul of .the seeker after God, .conscious.

of iis innocence, feels as though it were
1 the near presence of Deity, and to

be in communion with its Creator..

Amid such .scenes the Hebrew seers
felt the inspiring influence of. their
(}od” and ever regarded the display of

His precence, and at such moments,
from certain mysterious sounds econvey-
ed to their enraptured minds, interpret:
ed messages of importance. unrevealed
to other mortals,
reading of our Lnghsh versions of
Matthews Gospel, as soon. as Jesus
ascended from his baptismal bath, the
heavens opened and he saw the spirit
of God as a dove. coming upon him
and heard a voice from heaven saying,
“Thxs .is my beloved son, in whom [
am well pleased.” But Jerome, quot.mg
fxom the Hebrew Gospel,, gives the
fq‘lowmg account of the, occurrence:
“Tt.came, to.pass wheu the Lord (Jesus)
agpendegi, from,. the .watber, the whole

-

. According. to the| yaiyge a8 .his firgh

fountain of the Holy Spirit descended
and rested upon hiin, and said to him,
“My son, among (or during all the time
of) all the Prophets, I was waiting for
thy coming, that I might rest ugon
thee; for thou art my rest, thou art wy
first begotten son, who shall reign to
pverlasting ages,”
that the descending spirit iz dove zike
form, is. not mentioned in this account,
yet how the spiritt was manifested is
not here intimated, ‘but Justin Mar-
tyr,. evidently refefting to this gosgel
account, says, that at the bdptism of
Jesus a fire. was kindied in the Jordan,
aud, Epiphaniug, in a léngthy account
of this event, in which he claims to be
quoting the Nazarene gospel, says that
at .the descent of the spirit and the
voice from heaven, a great light ‘sud-
denly. shone ,around’ the place; and we

‘have historic testimony -that this was
| the belief of the early Nazarenes;, who

. , GE 1 (Gospel,
heaven’s fireworks as a manifestation of exclusively used the. Heprow. {1 ‘03B

and awmong the Hebfewa the pre-
sence. of Jehovah was . always sup-
posed, tgf be manifésted in the ‘ele:
ment of fire.

spirit.of God.claimed fo, hava begotten
gotten 80m, &
there is abundant evxdence, both T
scnpture anQ early er'elesmstzcal history,
that this was-also-an article of the:faith
of the early discipiés of. Jesus, who-sup;
ported their faith. by Matthew’s gekrew
gospel, and the:yords of. the, spmt-—ae
upted above——“amoqg or durmg all
t%e tima of), all “the" prophets, -1 ‘was
waiting for thy- coming,” .ssems. to',bs
gupported.as.the .trge. :reaq;ng by. the

statement:of Jokn in -the Revelation,

tha ‘(the Tesﬁxmonyxo Jesus is tﬁe
A

spmt of Prop ecy.

oy (z0 BE com'mt'm))

It will' be noticed

It wtll also be moticed
that it was at that. moment -tha$, . &he.

g
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1
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MNotes on the Apocalypse.

e

THIRD ARTICLE.

I will now endeavor to deal with the
four living creatures of whom the doe-
tor writes as follows :—

«These four living creatures must be

« gymbolical of those represented by
« the 24 elders, that 18 of the saints.
« The elders as we have seen () are
¢, representative of the saints in the
peaceful exercisé of their sacerdotal and
i pegal functions resting from their
« Jabors performed in the war of the
« great day of the almighty Deity,
« while four living ones represent
* the saints in co-operation with the
* gpirit catrying on the war to its vie-
« torious consummation.” Vol. 2,
Eureka, p. 37.

This is confusion worse and Worse
confounded. How is it possible fora
candid and impartial student of the
Apocalypse_ to-identify the four living
creatures with the 24 eldets I cannot
understand. Whoever they may re-
present it is a fact which cannot be
legitimately disputed that they do not
represent the 24 elders. The narrative
presents them at all times as being
geparate and distinct from. the elders,
and as giving thanksgiving and praise
to Godfand the Lamb in conjunction
with the. elders. It requires a great
stretch of the iraagination to. believe
they are one and the same individuals,
Mine, at all events, is not so elastic.
They appear full of eyes which Dr.
Thomas says is the symbol of intelli.
gence, each eye is therefore representa-

tive of a man, and as the four sing

“Thou hast redsemed us,” each eye is
symbolical of a saint. (Page 40,)

This reads very nicely, but then we
know on the authority of the best
MSS that the four do nov sing, “thou
hast redeemed us,” and therefore the
foundation of this pretty structure is
cut away. The doctur identifies them
with the four living ones Ezekiel saw
in vision. But by doing so he disposes
of his own argument, for Ezekial speak
of their fiesh (margin cap x : 12) says
“they must be raised and théen trans-
formed into spirit bodies. That which
is born out of spirit is spirit.” Then of
course it 1sn’t flesh. For t¢ my mind
thie idea of flesh in connection with
immortal saints does not present its-
self, and the theory of flesh endow-

-ed with spirit in lieu of blood is most

assuredly not scriptural. A theory it
iz and a theory it remains ao far as
proof is concerned.

if however the four living ones
Johp saw in his vision are really iden-
ticul with the four seen by Ezekial,
then I am content to receive the assur-
ance of the latter that they were cheru-
bims, “I knew (says he) they were
cherubims.” cap. x : 20.  And person-
ally I am satisfied with this informa-
tion. What the cherubims are it is
folly to speculate when God hae with-
held all adequate information. But be-
fore leaving this subject it may perhaps
be profitable to pursue the doctors re-
marks a little further. He labors tc
show they are symbolical of the “One
Body.” On page 38 after noting the
fact that though Ezekial refers to fows
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living creatures he speaks.of them as
one (cap x : 16.) Dr. T. says that the
“individuals of whom, this spirit manifes-
tation is composed ave, in the aggregate
what the voice issuing from their midst.
proclaims without intermission day and
night, namely the thrice holy Yahweh, l
the Omnipotent Deity. Rev.iv:8.
That is to say, the four living creatures
are tn reality Jehovah himself.  So we
must suppose from this that the great
auwd Eternal God is engaged giving glory
and honour and thanks unfo himsely,

Rev. iv : 9, nay, further, that the God
and Father of our Lord, Jesus Christ
actualy pays homage to the son whon he.
has exalted, because of course. the doe-.
tor has asserted it is the throne of the
Lord Jesus, not the throne of God,
which Johu sees in vision.

After this can we wonder at the su-
perstition of peor deluded Romauists,
who by their process of reasonirg ac-
tually make the second person of the
Trinity his own father ¢

“These,” continued the doctor, are
the one body,aearly all the atoms
of which are now in death, sleeping
in the dust. The spirit styles them
‘my dead body, and says ‘fthéy
shall arise’ and in view. of the re-
surtection exclaims ‘Awake and sing
ye that are in the dust.” When
they come forth from the dust they
are no longer the spirits dead body,
but become the spirits living one
and they can then say ‘I am the
First and last and the Living One,
« T was dead and behold I am living
¢ for the aious of the aious.” Jesus is
¢ the visible head of these. Without

({3
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“ him the Living one would be ia.
“ complete.” (ibid.). -

I scarcely know how to define lan:
guage of this description, The mystery
to me is that paople have been found
who apparently are not only able to
swallow but digest it.  First .of all the
four living creatures are representa,tive’
of Jehovah, now they represent the
Lord Jesus who of course claimed to be
the first and last and the Living One.
Rev. 1:18. Bat the four living crea-
tures do homage ‘o the Lamb also,
(Rev. v :8) who was and is pre-emi-
nently the Living One, 80, the cannot _
possibly be representative of the Lord
Jesus, for we cannot conceive him
doing homage to hxmse]f .and the fact
of them paying homage to both the
Deity and the Lamb, proves conclusive-
ly that they-are representative of nei-
ther the one hor-the other.

The manner too in which the gnota-
tion from Isaiah xxvi re the Spirits dead
body is dealt with not at all satisfac:
tory to my mind. The R. V. gives
“bodies” not body. “Thy dead ahall
live, my dead bodies.shall arise, awake
and sing ye that dwell in the dust,” i.e.
ye that are now humbled to the dust,
and existing pricariously.  The Septu-
agint reade “The dead shall arise, and
they that are in the torabe shall be
taised, (Joha v, 28, 29) and they that
are in the earth. shall rejoice, for the
dew from thee is healing to them, but
the land of the ungodly shall perish, »
My own opinion is that this ehapter has
nothing whatever to do with the church
of God—the body of Christ—of which
such glorious things are spoken, bu$
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«deals expressly with the resurrection off
restoration of the house of, Isfael, - m
accordance with' Ezekiel,

But thé most remdrksble portion of
the Doctor's‘languagé on the subject is
the last I have qituted, viz : “Jesu$ “is

the visible head of these (i.e. thé'spirits

dedd body) without him the living one
would be incomplete.” (pagé 38). ‘ Why
without thé Tord Jesus the body ' could

nét exist, for Paul “tells s he" is -the

life of the membere thereof as well as

the head.” THey have been raised’ with:
Fim, and 8it with him in the heavenlies

(Eph 2% 6), anid when bie i¢ imanifest-
ed(i.6 to the WOrld) ‘they will be mani-
fdsted with him in gloty, ‘Col.' TIL.

Beinig made 1iigh' 16 God by his precious

Blood thiey ate'abls "to approach ‘the
thione-of grace. " without * the ‘intérposi-
tiotiof a Mediator. *
beéh ‘made ‘accepied in'“the' beloved
(Eph. 1: 6) They ‘require a Mediator,
aid the Lord Jésus is the one ‘divinely
appomted i Tim. 2 : 5.
ever it Chrxst nothing can aeparate" 'us

f¥oni his' lovfe, for the foundation' of

God atandath -8ure, *“The Lord knoweth
thom ‘that a¥e his,” and f.hev partake
with him of all the ‘glories a léving
father has promiised. '

t'her Pitll, or ApoHos, or Cephas, (this

is not Peter) or tho world of hfe, or

déath, or thmgs present, or thmgs to
dotte, all ate yours, w}ule ye are Christs
aid Chnsb‘ is God’s.  1'Cor. III

“In' concluding” Yis ‘vemarks' bh this

4th chaptot of Reyélation" the ‘doctor
auggesbs “that 'the four facés of the liv-

ing creature_s are ‘representatiye of the

ARLITINN

“‘Before’they have'

Once how-|

ther 4" As’ the apostle
trdly says, “Allthings are’ yours, " whe-

‘four standards under which Israel was
afici.ntly divided and states (page 41)
“Apocalyptically, then, wé have the
whole mniltitude of résuiirected --and ab-:
‘cepted’ sdints niarshalled fiuto : four
cainps'and eircling -about ‘the throne, -
and-‘aceording to the law everip man’ of .
the children of Israel pitching by-his.
own staudard with the ensiyn of " his -
Sfather's house * % % % g]} ready
to go forth following the head to:the.
place ’it may indicate. - "In the new
song they sing they 'say “we shall reign
on’'the-earth™not “we do reign.” They-
go forth énergized-by the spirit to es-
| tablish thei# Dominion and to il the:
1 eartti-tvifhi gtory, o that‘ when: their-
viétory is compléte thiey may' as. royal:
priests of the Deity " cast - the -coronal-
wréiths they have acguired before - the:
‘throne, that he-who sits wpon-it- whom-
in"their wars they will have- followed
wherever 'he 1éd them ‘may receive
the glory and honor and power.”
‘Witheat ‘¢losely- instituting a com-
parison between the above and other
‘portions of thé doctor’s ‘work T have
‘quoted, I -would just point” out firstly,
T havae previously ' shown- the -song of
the livingones and the elders refér to
dnother dass, hot to themselvés, accord-
ing to the best XSS : seeondly on page
8 0f Eureka, (dlready  deali -witk) Dr.
T. states the Kingdom had already been
established, for-the vdice *Johnr heard
m"Cap.‘ iv' 1, saying “come up-hither”

"I Wwas an invitatioir to ascetid to+the- hea-

ven and to inherit thé -kingdom estab-
lished therd, so’that: cohséquently” the
daint$ iniiss hiave already ‘been- forth
and -~ established their “-dominion ‘and

e’

v’
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filled the earth with glory, for the sim-
ple reason that John sees the elders cast
their crowns before the throne. SoDr.
T. cannot say now that they are only
Just going forth : thirdly there 1s not
the slightest hint of the doctor’s fanci-
ful division into 4 camps, for as I have
before maintained and maintain agaiun,
the four living creatures are entirely
separate and distinct from the elders,
fourthly, I have also shown that the 24
elders have no connection whatever
with the priesthood, and fifthly, suppos-
ing for the sake of argument that the
" saints have gone forth, and retarned
crowned with victory—which I do not
admit—it is not the one sitting upon
the throne to whom they pay homage,
whom they have followed in their war
of conquest, for ttat is Jehovah, and
not Christ who is sitting upon the
throne.
GgEo. BRADFIELD.

(T0 BE CONTINUE®.)

Letters from Toronto.

Dear Bro. Krris.—Your welcome
letter to hand, as you say fhe cares of
this ovil world have prevented my writ-
ing to you before, I find it very incon-
venicnt corresponding to friends as I
have so much writing to do with my
pﬁtients. ete., and my time is fully tak-
en up between business and household
dauties. I will read your letter to the
brethren on Sunday next, so they may
take such steps to meet your wishes- as
they may deem best. We still meet
for breaking of tread at Bro. Skinner’s,
53 William street, on Sunday morn-

ings at 11 o'clock. Our numbers have
not incressed so far, nor do we expect
that they will increase very much, be-
cause the truth isnever popular, it is
not attractive to the carnmal mind, nor
inc harmony with the inventions of man’s
moral nature, which always substitutes
some roundabout scheme for the simple
and plain truths of revelation. We
alsg weet at my house, 274 Spadina
Ave., at 7 d'clock in the evening for
mutual conversation and interchange of

.thought on scriptural subjects. We

have nat the stereotyped form of preach
ing one to the rest, like the apostate
churcies, which have imbibed it from
the Apostacy, but we meet as brethren
of the same degree, equals in the house-
hold of God our Father. Lately we
have been investigating the almost un-
touched subject of woman’s salvation
and her place in the kingdom, When
this subject ie broached to a Christadel-
phian he always put off the subject
with that saying of Paul mn Gal, “In
Christ there is neither male nor fe-
male,” from which they infer that we
shall not be either male or female in
the kingdom but some kind of a new
creature, which they eannot define.
Now if they would look closely at the
subject they would see that Paul’s lan-
guage is nof susceptsble of any such
interpretation, but he is there showing
that the gospel call, places all peoples

.and classes of peeple on an equality,

there i no longer any middle wall or
partition and no separate court, but all
come together in one common brother-
hood to worship God, and not in one
patticular temple, but anywhere.and at
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any time. If that verse is used to prove
that there is neither male nor female in
the Kingdom, it will equally prove
that there is neither Greek mnor Jéw,
bond nor free, so that no one will be
there, as those terms embrace the whole
race. But we give thanks to God our
Father that we believe ourselves ealled
to partake in the kingdom of .his son,
and rejoice daily in the prospect of
bLeing delivered from all the sorrows,
vares, disappointnents and vexations of
this reign of sin and death, and look
forward with joyful anticipations for the
return of the master, who will give uuto
us a place and name in his everlasting
kingdom. Is not this prospect a glorious
one, calculated to rouse up all our ener-
gies to their utmost, striving to be wor-
thy cf this acceptance so that we may
be associated with him in the govern-
ing of mankind, in righteousness, truth
and love, and from whicl’ state there
will be no chauge. Not like the kiugs
of the present time, reigning in fear of
their lives, liable at any time to loose

their throne, and lives at the same time,
but our rule will be such, that iear to

disobey the just laws will be uppermost
in the minds of the people and most of
them will be so hoppy and free under
that administration, that they will de
light in striving to keep those just laws
which will be such a delightful change
from those they have been delivered
from. We are told that we are to be
“kings aud priests to God,” to reigr for
ever, under the whole heaven and as a
woman connot be made a king, nor a
priest, what is she going to do ¢ is the
question we have been dealing with,

A}

‘Adam and Eve were one, made in the
image of the angels “whatsoever that
God doeth he doeth forever,” he made
man (that is man and woman) as he in-
tended them to be, he cannot change,
e 1s perfect, and his work also, they
were pub into the garden together, to
dress and keep it, and together they
were given domimon over all the earth
and here is the type of the future, that
is the future.of man and woman. They
will rule conjointly as vne. there will be
no marriage in the case, as they will be
wade oune by their creator, marriage
pertains only to this transitory state. -
Adam was not married, but was one
with Lis wife nevertheless, and lived
and ruled with her. This is the true
position of the woman and the man in
the everlasting kisgdom of God. j
shall have to close as I bave already
taken up too much of your time, so 1
ennelude with love to you and all of like
precious faith.

A. Normax,
No. 4, Queen street, east, Toronto.

My Dear Bro. KeLLs.—I suppose I
‘must do as nearly all lebter writers do,
apologise for my neglecs in not writing
to you before this, but I have not been
well for several weeks past and when I
¢et home in the evening and have had
my dinner I seem to have no euergy to
think, much less to write, as procras-
tination is the thief of time, I confess
iy being guilty but will sttive to make
atrue repentance aad so merit your
forgiveness.

I was at Bro. Norman's the same
evening that he wrote his answer to
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your letter, which he read to me. I
must thank you for the expression «f
solicitude for my spiritual welfare, as
regards the reading of certain matter, it
is this that has made me hasten to as-
sure you that you need not fear as to
the results, You will remembr the old
saying, old birds are not taken with
chaff, T would like to convinee vou that
I am too old to be caught by the dry
chaff, or vaporings if you like, of the
wise philosophers and religious scien-
\ists of to-day.

To the law and to the testimony xf any
speak not according to this word, it is

becanse there is no tenth in them. Dear.

Bro. I desire you to feel that 1 speak
with no uncertain sound when quuting
this passage.

When the seed, the Gospel of the
Kingdom, was first sown in my mind
several years ago, it was planted by men
of good sterling qualities, by one in par-
ticular, 2 Bro. Townsend, who we had
used to.call father Abraham because of
his venerable appearance and one whom
I regarded as a giant in the scriptures,
and who exhibited to a high degree the
gentleness and meckness of the Mas-
ter. He was on2 of my examiners be-
fore being immersed into Christadel-
phianism, to that he held similar
thoughts concerning me, that yourself
entertaing you will readily believe when
I tell you that they put me through a
three hours drill before satisfying them-
selves I was a fit candidate for immer
sion. I would that Bro. Townsend was
alive that I could show him that though
1 have forsaken the name of Christa-

delphian and taken the name of Nazar-

ene, as ne more suvited to all who de-
sire to he the humble follower of hin,
to whom blind Bartemeus cried, Jesus,
thou Sun of David, have mercy on me,
I am confident t,h'lt the Father of our
Lord and the Father of all those who
hear his voice and fear his holy name
(for did not Jesus after his begetal from
the dead say I go to my father and tn
vour father) has especiaily blessed me
in opening my eyes to the truth con-
cerning Jesus of Nozareth, the Christ,
son of God, whom Paul declares to be
the seed .of David according to the
flesh, but whum Christians and philoso-
phers, of the early centuries in their
carnal mind, thought no doubt to honor .
by giving him a claim to the same ori-
1gin they gave to their Gods and great
men of Egyptian and Grecian mythol
ogy. Plato as an example who was

said to have been begotten by a God,
throunh a virgin and nut by Aristion
his father.

I feel myself more than blessed when
I think that I, one of the poorest and
humblest of God’s creatures, should in
his mercy be able to comprehend the
grandeur and wonder of his plan of re-
demption of fallen humanity, hy him,
whom he promised to the Israelites he
would raise up from among their breth-
ren like unto Moses. By him, whom .
he swore unto Abraham and David he
wouiG bring of the fruit of their loins
who should administer the hlessings of
Jehovah in the future ages. It is a
great honor to know that we have re-
jected all the doctrines of the great
Mother and her Harlote, and stand

alone as did the Nazarene with not &
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of believers to have the trie faith were
their interpretations and expositions
of God's word contradict edth other as
is the case with certain Christadelphian
correspondents of the Fraternal Visitor,
published at Birminghem, Eng. You
are aware that a Mr. Horsman has con-
tributed a series of criticisms on Bro.
Dealtry's book. Last week I had them
lent me and [ never was more surprised
and astonished than when I read them
especially the June number. T ecould
not have believed that the men who
are its editors (Messrs, Hadley & Bis-
hop) one in particular who stands at
the head of the reporting staff of the
laxgest daily in the Maitland counties
of England would have allowed such a
jangle of opinions to pass into print,

In one article the said Mr. Horsman
accuses Bro, Deultry of ingenuity and
dishonesty in his applications of scrip-
ture, and then immediately takes a
a passage and perverts it so badly that
the editor is obliged to call his attention
to tha fact thatit will not bear such a
trauslation, While another writer uses
the same passage in a directly opposite
sense. In another article Mr. Harsman

* declares that Paul, when quoting from
the 13th ebapter of Acts, the statement,
“thou art my son this day have I be-
gotten thee,” was not referring to the
resurrection. These are some of the
arguments used by a man calling him-

self a brother of Christ, while accusing
one who differs with him in opinion
of being ingenious and dishonest. There
ara saveral others but these will suffice
to show that no weight can be attached
10 such.

You will be pleased to know that our

friend in the world, but the father whom

Iseein a clearer and brighter light

since having learnt to understand the

importance of relying upon scripture

1testimony and rejecting anti-Christs
teaching on this question.

I think the fact alone of the miracul-
ous conception being held by the Pa-
pal church, which I believe to be that
whom Paul personifies as the man of
sin, should make every earnest believer
in God’s promises conecerning the future,
fight shy of it. The doctrine of the
Trinity cannot stand without it, so that
those who hold to it are lending sup-
port to the worst of all the papacy’s
teachings, inasmuch as it iz a libel on
the name of the God of Israel who de-
clared beside me there is none other
God.  If the brethren could only be
brought to s.e how necessary it is to
to rejet all and everything that has
eminated from the Harlot’s 1outh they
would not fail to see how much opposed
the two first chapters of Matthew are
to the other scriptures.

Ie not the miraculous conception doc-
trine a8 much as the immorality of the
soul, cne of the ingredients of the wine
with which she has made drunk the pa-
tions of the'earth ? Why retain this
one, whick is the greatest of her mys-
teries and reject the other ¥ Cun any
believer justly claim to be free from
her mark if he is still clinging to any
of her teachings

Ii we cannot please God by faith
without works neither ean we please
by works without faith, which must be
the true faith once delivered to the
saints, now it is impossible for any set
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little flock is still prospering, we have
the most enjoyable meetings, we still
meet at Bro. Skinners in the morning
to commemorate the greatest event in
the world’s past history and to exhort
each other in anticipation of the speedy
fulfillment, of God’s promises the call:
iug from the dust those who sleep in
Christ and gathering with them thiose
who are alive to see the bright and glori-
glorious rising of the sun, wbich for
them are found faithful will never more
set. In the eveniuyg we neet av Bro.
Norman’s spending a couple of hours
discussing any subject that comes to
our minds, We had your letter read
this morning and expressions of sym
pathy were given for your isolated posi-
tion and though you are comparatively
a stranger to ps, yet we would desire
you to feel that like Paul, though ab-
gent in body we are present with ygu
in spirit, I am afraid I shall have tried
your patience so I will close for the
present, Sister Evason, Bro. and sis-
ter Skinner join with me in sending
our loves and best wishes. Yours in
the hope of the promisez and the love
of Jesus of Nazareth.
JOEL Evason.

The Paternity of Jesus.

The following letter was written by
Bro. Charles Dealtry, Esq., of Chelten-
ham, England. to R. Roberts, Editor of
the Awmbassador, (now the Christadel-
phsan) and was published in the Dec-
ember No.—1867—of that Magarine.
Woe first saw the article in the spring of
74 and as it was the means of causing

4

us to investigate the matter, and soon
to reject the romish pagan dogma of
the miraculous conception of Jesus the
Messiah. We reproduce it here, hop-
ing it may also be the means of inducs
ing others to arrive at similar conclu-
sions,

DEear Sir.—*In the Ambassador of
this month you refer to me under the
head of “Whitby, Cheering News,” yon'
say Mr. Dealtry holds Jesus to have
been defacto the son of Joseph. You

-then inform us “that Mr. Shuttlewnrth

paid a visit to that town, and found
there certain believers in the Kingdom
of God, entertaining an error respecting
the sonship of the Ghrist, holding that
he was the son of Joseph, and that un-

'der his teaching it was speewily relin-

quished for the truth.,” You remark

““that no baptism can be worth anything

thing that is based upon a rejection of
Crist’s divine sonship—an uanscriptural
phrase, by the way. Now I trust that
as you have introduced this subjeet in
connection with me, you will allow this
to appear in your next issue. No bap-
tism would be worth anything that is

‘not based upon a beliet that Jesus is

the Christ—the son of: the living God :
I hold that Jesus is-the sor of Joseph
by natural descent, and the son of God
by his annointing and resurrection from
the dead. The Whitby brethren were.
immersed on this confession, as re-
gards the nature of Jesus. You say
this is heresy. Well, let us see, all
the Jews considered Jesus the son of
Joseph, and the evangelists so far
from contradicting the opinion appear
to have confirmed it, and to have be-
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lieved. it themselves. In proof of this
see the following passages : Matt. 13-
54 ; Mark 63 ; Luke 4-22—“Is not
this Joseph’s son ;" mark the answer
of our Lord in verses 23 and 24.
This is most certaiuly an acknowledge-
ment on the part of Jesus himself,
that he is the son of Joseph, but
nevertheless he is the Messiah, and
should be received as such in other
countries, although they, on this ac
count among his own kin and in his own
house might reject him. I might give
other quotations, but I coneeive these
quite sufficient to establish the point
that the Jews in general, and the evange-
lists in - particular, believed Jesus to be
the son.of Joseph, and upon an equal-
ty with his brethren iv all respects until
his baptism by John. For ii is to be
remembered that the evangelists wrote
their .gospels thirty years after these
events took place, and for the use of
Christians. If, therefore, at the time
of writing they knew that Jesus was not
the son of Joseph, it is utterly incre-

dible that they chould have suffered
this imputation to pass wlthout even a
single observation, and thus give their
full Sanction to the opinfon. If Jesus
was-niot the' son of Joseph, I ask, what
propriety .or . consistency can there be
in the appellation (which is perpetually
recurring throughout the New Testa-
ment “the son of Man”  Would the
same appellation be given to Adam. I
call your attention to Luke 3-23.  Ob-
serve en possent that this Genealogy as
well as that in Matthew, is the Gene-
alogy of Jesus, through Joseph, and
that if Joseph was not the father of

Jesug, ‘it iy not the Genealogy of .
The assertion of Luke is posi-!

Jesus.
. tiyc that he avas really the son of Jos-

epﬁ. I presume that it will be granted
thaf Luke when he wrote his gospel
knew whether Jesus was the son of
WJoseph or not, He certainly knew
that he was supposed to be the son of
Joseph, and always passed as such. If
then, he had intended to contradict
thie, he would have said, “not being
as was supposed to be, the son of
Joseph,” and his continuation of the
Gtenealogy would have been pmfecb]y
absurd. On the other hand you will
recollect that Luke composed his Gos:
pel for the Gentiles, that he states that
several spurious Gospels had begun to
be circulated, and that probably about
this time, these miraculous circumstan- -
ces (contained in some of these pre-
tended gospels) began to gain some °
ceedit. Luke knew this, and very
rnaturally introduces the passage which
completely contradicts this: opinion,
stating that Jesus actually was what he
‘was supposed to be, the son of Joseph.
In the original the language wore -
strongly affirms that Jesus was the son
of Joseph then is to be inférred from
our translation. The prophecies in the
0ld Testament gave every reason to
suppose that the Messiah would be in

all respects like other human_ beings.
He was to be of the race of David,
2 blood relation, *a prophet like unto
Moses.” I would here observe with
reference to the Genealogies that the
copies vary much in the order of the
names, that the Cambridge manuscript
contains the same Genealogy in Luke as
in Matthew. If you deny that Joseph
was the father of Jesus, how can -you
prove his descent from David ; you
cannot produce evidence — clear un-

doubted evidence—that Mary, his mot
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ther wus descended from David. But
if you could do' so, be it
ohserved  Jewish  Kings did ot
inherit from the female. The proba-
bility is that Mary was 2 Nazarene.
With the exception of the first sixteen
verses {which furnih us with the pedigree
of Jesus through Joseph, the first swo
chapters of the Gospel of Matthew ave
a gross fabrication.  The same may be
said of the first two chapters of Luie’s
gospel, savivg the proewm, or firss four
verses,

Perhaps there is nothing that was
ever written in all past ages which has
since met with so public and general
profession of belief, which is so ilt
attested as the wmiraculous conception,
and nativity of Jesus Christ. Epi-
phauius says, “that the Ebionites or
Nazarenes, held that Christ was the
son of Joseph.” Irenaeus testifies that
the Jewish Christians denied the
pre-existence, and divinty, as well as
the miraculous conception of Jesus.
The Jews possessed by far the best
opportunities of knowing what were
the resl doctrines and instructions of
Jesus and his apostles, and these Jewish
believers regarded their master as the
son of Joseph. It is granted that these
Churistiaus utterly disbelieved the story
of the miraculous conception, and
sternly held that Jesus Christ was be
gotten and born like any other child;
and yet they are never censured by the
apostles for so doing. It is marvellous
that (supposing your view is correct) no
mention is made of it, no allusion is
made to it, in any other part of the
New Testament. How do you account

for Mark neglecting ta record a fact so
extraordinary. Itisa comwonly raceived
opinion that Mark had seen the Gospel
of Matthew before he wrote his own,
and that this may be ‘consideredan
abridgement of Matthew’s. [f this
were the case, how shall we acsount for
the ommission of the narrative ¢ontain-
ed in the first two chapters. £ can éon-
ceive of only two suppositions. Either
Mark did not believe the narrative,or he
thought it of no importatce, or- his
copy of Matthew’s Gospel did not con-
tain it. The last appears to me to be
the most probable reason for the silence.
The first two chapters of Luke’s Gos-
pel were wanting in the cupies used by
Marcion in the second cemtury. I
again repeat, if the account of themir-
aculous conception of Jesus be true, he
could not be the offspring of David and
Abraham, from whom it was predicted,
and by the Jews expected, that the
Messiah should descend. Mr. Shuttle-
worth says, ‘amonyst other, I addressed
the pithy query put by Jesus to the
Pharisees, who apparently held a similar
idea, see Matt. 22; 41 to 46.
concludes proves that he is right and
I am wrong. Now let us look at the
question. It will be granted that the
Pharisees gave a scriptural reply to the
first question in verse 42. “They say
uuto him the son of David. They
made no answer to the second question
in verse 45. If David then called him
Lord, how is he his son? peither did
Jesus offer any explanation.

The scriptures, hcwever, afford us
the solution of this apparent difficulty.
Attention must be given to what is

This he ¢

A Ao
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said in verses 43 and 44. ‘‘How then
doth David in spirit call him Lord, say-
ing Jehovah saith unto y Lord, etc.?
Tf then David call him Lord, how ig
he his son? That is David’s Lord’s
‘son.  Jesus became David’s son Ly
natural descent through Joseph, and
his Lord’s son through suffering death,
resurrection immortalization, and the
will of his Divine Father, who made
him both Lord and Christ, see Acts
2; 30 to 36. He then beeame second
Adam, the head of a new family.
Thosze who hold the common opinion
about the origin and meaning of the
word Adam, will tell you that Adam

means “red earth,” and that the name i

was applied to the first man because
he was made out of the ground.
word is derived from a root which sig-
nifies to resemble, to be like, aud there.
fore Adam denotes similitude or resem-
blance. The first Adam was made a
living soul, the last (or second) Adam,
a life giving spirit. 'We have no intro-
duction to Jesus until we meet him at
his baptismm by Joun; then expired the
69 weeks, or 483 years of Daniel.
Up that moment no one knew that he
was to be the Christ. ‘“But when the
fulness of the time was come, (483
years) God sent to the Jews his eon,
(constituted his son by the anointing)
born of a woman. The phrase *‘born
of a woman” bears no allusion to the
supposed miraculous conception. It is
a common Jewish phrase to express a
proper human being; see Matt. 11; 11,
Job 14,1, and many other passages.
Born -is.a much more gensible and cor-
rect txenslation, in this verse then made.

The,

The verb is rendered born in Matt. 11;
11.  Why shoulé it be differently ren-
dered in Gial. 4; 43.  In conclusion let
me say that it is a source of deep regret
to me to differ from you all on this
question. I hold every other doctrine
in common with yourselves. ¢ I am
satisfied, however, that I am right, and
will leave in zontidence the decision to

Jesus himself.” I remain, dear sir, *

Yours sincerely,

CHARLES DRALTRY,

Whitby (now of Cheltenham.)
Nov. 8th 1867.

Letter from Fondulae.

DEeax Bro. KELzs—I received your
kind letter under date of Sept. 1st with
great satisfaction and plessure. You
stated therein that you had received my
manuseript, but I am sorry that you
will have to delay its publication for a
number of months, but undoubtedly
you have good reasens for so doing, and
in all probability the N. M. will be bet-
ter filled by others who are in the vi-
gor and prime of life. I will be 88
years old the 18th of January next, so
you see that my race must be nearly run
1, however, enjoy very good health and
always have enjoyed it, for which I
ought to be and I trust I am, very
thankful to a kind and munificient pro-
vidence. My parents were Congrega-
tionalists, my father died when I was
but 6or 7 pears old, but my mother
died when I was about 30 years old. I

joined the Congregational church
when I was  about  twenty
years old, The current theology ex-
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tant at that time was my guide,up to
1844. Proclamation of the snon coming
of Christ and its kindred doctrines
according to Peter’s testimony, (see ii
Peter) begun at that time. This pro-

clamation at once called me to a halt, ]

Christmas.

On the 25th day of December, the
last in the Roman year, occurs the
Gatholic “Holy Day” or festival of
Christmas or Christ-mass. That the

and turn my attentions from fables and ‘observance of this particular day is of

tradition, to The Word of Truth, But
it seems that L am constitutionally slow
to receive and digest new ideas, and as
a consequence, I have had to contest
the whole ground inch by inch as it
were, but for the last forly four years I
have studied the scriptures with a view
of ascertaining the truth—the truth
that will make one free indeed. My
progress, I regret to say has been slow,
but I trust however that it is sure.

You wished to know if there were
others holding our views with regard
to the sonship of Christ. I must say
that there are none in Fend du lac and
its vicinity. Nearly all the people are
orthodox, (self-styled) and the few,
only three or four, who style theiselves
adventists even, believe still in the
miraculous or popish, or fmmaculate
conception, although the doctrine, alias
dogma, of trinitarianism does not have
a8 strong a hold as formerly. It ap-
pears to them now somewhat shaky,
and in due time they may come out all
vight. But Brother, the field is at pre-
gent rather barren and forbidding, but
I will do the best I can, but probably-
that will not be much. Truth always
travels slow. Yours, waiting for his,
God’s son. from Heaven to establish
his kingdom on the earth.

M. 1. Lrwis.

Pagan-Roman origin, and was adopted
by the apostate church of Rome from
its pagan ancestors, our readers need
not be told We find no intimation of
the observance of such day in the apos-
tolic writings, nor in the ecclesirstical
history of the three first centuries of
our era, but towards the end of the
fourth century it is said to have been
instituted by Julius I, the then Catho-
lic bishop of Rome, upon an inguiry
instituted by Cyril, the apostate bishop
of Jerusalem, as to the time when the
Christ was born. But thers is not only
no proof that this day was the anni-
versary of the birth of Jesus of Naza-
reth, but on the contrary, all the evi-
dence that canr be obtained on the sub-
ject, both soriptural and ecclesiastical,
points to the time of the Hebrew Pass-
over, in the early springtime, as the time
when the birth of the Messiahtook place.
And though the observance of the 25th
of December, as the birthday of Christ,
became an established institution in
the Catholic Church in the fourth cen-
tury, yet the name Christmas was evi-
dently not conferred upon it uutil some
centuries afterwards, when the .doctrina
of the celebration of “Mass” for the
repose of the souls of the dead, be-
came a practice in the Romish church
And the changiug of the Birthday of
the Messiah from the day of the Pass
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over to the day that pagan Rome cele-
brated in honor of *‘the Sun: God,” is
evidently a fulfillment of the predic-
tion 1ecorded by the Prophet Dauiely
when in speaking of a certain anti-
Heobrew power that was to speak great
words against, and wear out the Saints
of the Most High; it is also stated
that this same great power would think
to change “Times and Laws,” and that
power to do this would be in its hands
‘until a time, times and the dividing of
times.,” This is but one of the many
predictions with which the word of
(God furnishes us, to prove that the
papacy is the Fourth beast of Daniel,
and the serpent power of the Revela-
tion, which was to wear out the Saints
of the Most High, and drive into the
wilderness the remnant of the woman’s
seed “which kept the commandments
of God, and had the testimony of Jesus
Messiah,” and history shows that these
predictions have been literally fulfilled,
and also where we are on the streamn cof
time, for the Papacy can change “times
and laws” no ivnger.” The observings
of Christmas as the natal day of the
Messiah is one of the distinguishing
marks of the beast,” and the disciples
of Jesus the Nazarene, who are slowly
hut surely emerging from the wilder-
ness, and directing attention towards
the restoration of Zion, and the near
approach of the Messiah, will be defi-
cient in duty if they fail to expose
“this mark,” and neglect to observe ‘as
a sacred season the time of the Pass-
over, once so solemly observed by the
church of God. That this period of

the year, in our northern latitudes,|

when the sun, the centre of the solar
system, the emblem of life and im-
mortality, is beginning to rise again
from the south, is a very proper time,
especially on the pars of the young, to
indulge in a little innocent and healthy
amusement and recreation, for the re-
union of friends and families, the ex-
pression of general thankfulness on the
part of all, and the exhibition of charity
towards the poor and suffering, we
¢ladly allow, but let it be observed as
the commemoration of the returning sun,
and the prospect of a renewal of lifc,
and not as the anniversary of the Mes-
siah, which it certainly is not. '

Valedictory.

‘With this issue, ceases for the time
being our management and publication
of the Nazarene MESSENGER, but it
will still continue to be published, and
its size increased, we understand, to 20
pages, without any increase in the sub-
seription price. Its place of publiea-
tion will, however, be changed to
Chelteham, England. Its new publish-
ers, with more time, talents, and the
necessary means to meet requirements,
will, we hope, svcceed in making suc-
ceeding volumes what it ought to be,
a first class Magazine, and the liberal
media of all seekers after truth, who
desire to sce the revival of the faith
and practices of the Nazarene Apostolic
church, and the establishment of the
Kingdom of the Messiah. 1In freely
transferring our interests in the MESSEN-
GER, we still retain a deep interestin its
future welfars, and propose tv act as its
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agent in Canada. 'We hope that every
person who has assisted, or sympathised
with us, will continuoe to give all the
support thut they possibly can to its
coming publishers. The addressof the
future publisher will be T. H. Phelps,
Springthorp, Cheltenbam, England.

The Chosen Feww.

ORIGINALL,

Oh Great Jehovah, hear our prayer,
Whien unto thee for help we call,

Oh thou whose spirit's everywhere,
1.ci: us not in temptation fall.

Ay though by foes beset around,
Who all our steps through life pursue,
Oh let them not our hopes confound,
But safely guard thy chosen few.

Remember Lord, thy Nazarene,
Whose blood was shed on Calvary;

Oh let thy presence, though unseen,
Guide us, like him, to follow thee.

May we, though of a wandering race,
The narrow way throngh life pursue,

That we may see Messiah’s face,
When He redeems Thy chosen few.

Keep us, O God, by Thy right hand,
Until we are by spirit born,

That we may with Messiah stand,
Upon the resurrection morn,

Deliver us from every snare,

And let us keep, “the hope” in view,
The Prophet’s saw, while yes afar,

And c’er has cheerad thy chosen few.

Watch o’er us in the sleep of death,
Amid the grave's unconscious gloom,
Revive us by Thy spirit’s breath,
And break the slumbers of the tomb.

Then may we sing the victor’s song,

When death’s departing shade’s we view,
And s~2 Messiah on his throne,

Surrounded by Thy chosen few.

Tlie Pazawene Blessenger.

PUBLISHER’S NOTES.

In this issue will be found a detailed
stutement of what monies bave been
received by us for the publication of
the NazareNE MESSENGER, with the
names of the subseribers and donors in
America.

forwarded the money to us. Besides
those who have subscribed, "we have
sent copies, and in many cases full sets
of the N. M., to various persons in
Ontario, Quebee, New Brunswick and
British Columbia, as well as to Oregon,
California, Colorado, Nebraska, Minne-
sota, Dakota, Jowa, Wisconsin, Michi-
gan, New Jorsey, New York city and
state, Pennsylvanis, Maryland, Con-
necticut, Massachusetts and Maine, be
sides England, Wales and Ireland, and
it is probable also that some copies
have gone to Palestine and Australia,
and may be other distant lands. Few
from the most of these places have
made any response, and to the majority
the N. M. will never come again, but
we still expect that 2 number will as-
sist to pay off the debts incurred in its
publication, but no dunning letter from
us will ever follow in the wake of the
NAZARFENE MESSENGER.

This iesue hag been much later than
we expected, owing to the pressure of
work in the *printing office, and the
nnmber being a double ore, we hope
the matter will in a measure compensate

for the unavoidable delay, and that the
fivst issue of the 2nd volume will soon
appear.

We have given the names’
of those only in England who haye
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The following extract of a report ofa
discourse delivered by Rabbi de Solo,
of the Jewish Synagogue, of Montreal
on the occasion of the Passover, is in-
teresting and impertant ; “That which
had been wmost effective in perpetu-
ating their ideuntity as a people had
been a belief in the advent of the per-
sonal Messiah. That was the great hope
which had nerved the Jewish martyr.
Had Judaism not taught this doctrine
so emphatidally eight hundred thous-
and Jows would not have left Spain as
an evidence of their faith. Had the
Messianic period been merely a figura-
tive exproesion to denote the material
prosperity of a giver community, this
heroic multitude would certainly not
bave sacrificed wealth and life,and have
left a country in which they enjoyed
the higheot material prosperity. To
abolish their traditional observances,
banish the sacred language and take
away the hope in the advent of a per-
sonal Messiah, Judeaism would die ;
ite followers beeome agnostics, not
christians, for experience taught that
thoss who destroy the props of Judea-
ism drift to infidelity, not to the domi-
nanpt faith. But Judesism had not
been preserved for thirty two centuries
to receive its death-blow at the hands
of modern infidelity, and its enemies
from within and without would have
no more power to destroy it in the fu-
ture than they had in the past. Positive
historical Judaism and Chriftianity had
a common interest ; both were assailed
by the infidelity of the day ; both look-
ed to the law of Sinai as the revelation
of the will of God; and, while they

might differ as to the person of the
Messiah, both taught the advent of a
personal Messiah of the family of
David. To deny the advent of a per-
sonal Messiah was to Le in fact, neither
Jew'nor Christian, and meant the den-
ial of the books of the prophets.

Owing to a mistake on the part of
the printer the columns on page 132
have been transposed.

Parties receiving the N. M. and de-
siring to express their views, and not
wishing to write to the new publisher
may still address me as ‘editor. Sub-
criptions may also be sent to me. Wm.
L. Kells, Listowel, Ontario.

Bro. H. P. Madill sends us a neatly
printed, and interesting booklet of 36
pages, on various scriptural subjects,
including the right of observing the
Hebrew Sabbath, being temperate in
all things, and he also holds the view °
that the Lord’s Supper should observed
on the fourtecnth dav of the first
month, Jewish time. Price 6 cents.

INTELLIGENGE.

NorwicE—Bro. A. J. Davis, writing
from this place, under date of Dec. 31,
1888, says he is much pleased with the
NazareNe MessgNeBr, and hopes it
will long continue, and he incloses his
subscription for Vol. No. 2. He also
states that Bro. Wm. McConnachie will
ab, a8 agent for it at that place, and
dp his best to extend its circulation.
We hope that the brethren at other
places will do likewise.
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StroupsBurG—In our latest com-
munication from Bro. Lavish, he speaks |
strongly in favor of the continuation of
_ the N. M. and promises all the assist-
ance that he can’ render towards sup-

pertiug it. !

ToronTo — Our latest intelligence
from this city is encouraging, the seeds
of the faith appears here to have taken
root in the hearts of brethren of the
right stamp, who will hold it fast, and
Jet the light shine. They still meet
each Sunday morning at Bro. Skinner’s,
and in the evening at Bro. Norman’s,
We are also #n receipt of a printed
tract by Bro. kivason, in which he puts
«A few plain questions” to the believers
in the miraculous conception, at the
end of which occurs the following pas-
sage: “The times are fraught with won-
derful events of momentuvus interest
to those looking for the fulfillment of
prophecy, it will be well to be sure that
we have the true Christ; better he suf-
for as the poor Nazarene and his dis-
ciples did, than to be like the five fool-
ish virgins, having lamps, but no oil,
when the bridegroom comes.”

BrieaToN— Writing from tbis place
under date of Nov. 28th, Bro. Herbert
Bloodworth says: “Dear Bro. Kells—
I have received the N. M. for Novem-
ber, from Bro. Phelps. Thanks for in-
" gerting the article enclosed by him for
me. 1 like the MESSENGER very much,
and I hope it will be continued....I
enclose Bs., and shall from time to time
subscribe.  There is no ecclesia in
Brighton, and at present I am alone,
there beiug none that I am aware of
holding the same faith with me in this
town. I get letters from Cheltenham,
from Bro. Phelps, and Bro. Price.
Wishing the MzssenaEr God speed, I

Forr Cosuins, Cor. Nov, 17, 1888.
Dear Mr. Kells, I am in receipt of eight
copies of your NazaReNE MESSENGER.
My warmest thanks for the - same, I
will be pleased to subscribe, as my wife
likes it very much. Much progperity
to yca in your noble undertaking....
Yours respectfully, Geo. ¥. BrenwIN-
GER.

Syracusg, N. Y., Dec. 10, 1888—
Dear Bro. Kells, inclosed pieass find
post office order for $5, for my papers.
Send them as you have done, and pub-
lish as often as yow.can. Give us all
the knowiedge you can; do not be
afraid of anyone. Yours as ever, in
love, waiting for our king, the king of
Israel, to come, H. FinN.

Bro. FinN—Many thanke for your
words of encouragement and your liber-
ality. 'We are pleased that our humble
efforts to impart knowledge is appreci-
ated, and while acting in a liberal
spirit towards all, we bave endeavored
to show no evidenceof fear of any mortal. -
Your liberality is in marked contrast
to the do-nothingness of many to whom
the NazaRENE MESSENGER has been
sent, but your name and acts will be
remembored by the friends of truth,
perhaps in distant ages, while those of
au opposite class, will be unknown, “as
the body without the spirit is dead, so
faith without works is dead also.—
James the Apostla. [Ep. N. M.]

Ni1scara — Our latest intelligence
from Bro. Lyon is to the effect that his
eye-sight is much improved, and that
he lectured at Buffalo in the early part
of this month.

CrerreNgaM—Our latest intelligence
from this place is to the effect that the
brethren have formed a publization so-
ciéty, and for that purpose have estab-
lisked a guarantee fund, which will

am yours in the hope of Eternel Life.”

enable the publishers of the Nazarene
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MESSENGER, in futuve to meet the cost
of publication, should the amount of
subscription not be sufficient for that
purpose. It is also purposed that the
next volume of the NazARENE MESSEN-
GER will be published at that place, and
be enlarged to 20 pages monthly. All
commuunications to be addressed to T.
H, Phelps, Springthorp, Cheltenhaw,
England. Bro. Dealtry had been ill,
but had been sufficiently recovered as
to be able to deliver several lectures at
their meeting place, a synopsis of which
was published in the Cbeltenham Iree
Press.

Eravare.—Dear Bro. Kells—I have
received a foew copies of The NAZARENE
MEeSSENGER. 1 am pleased to find you
discussing the all important question—
the sonship of Christ. I am at a loss
to know how Christ can be any more
free frum sin, than any other man, if
he wase a natural born sun as other men
of Adam’s race. begotten by human
agency as other men, how can such a
person be said to represent heaven. Was]
their not supernatural power mavifested
at the birth of Isaac, which would make
him supercede Christ in birth,as a calling
{rom Heaven, to my mind, taking your
field, and so long as Joseph was willing to
accept him ashisson,and honorhim above
all other men, as one from God, should
we not ascribe to him (Joseph) the
name of facher, or do we not well to do
30, and thus unite ourselves with heaven
and thus open up a way out of this sin-

cursed state,
H. P. MapiLr.

Nore—Some of the sbove communi-
cation is rather obscure, but in reply
we would remark, that while there is
Scriptural evidence to prove superna-
tural interferencs in the conception of
Isaac, thero 15 none whatever in the
cage of Jesus, the Christ for those por-
tions found in the synoptic gospels, pur-

porting to relate to such an event,
are spurious interpolations, forged long
after those gospels were composed, as
has been many times proved, and as to

the sinlessness of Jesus, though his nag
ture rendercd him liable to temptation,
and to- transgress Jehovah’s laws—for
sin is a transgression of the law—yet one
of the greatest triumphs of his life
and mission consisted in the fact that
he overcame the natural tendency of
his humanity, resisted temptation, and

“sinned not, neither was guile found

in his mouth., And in thus resisting,

and conquering the evil, or devil, in the

flesh, he rose superior to every other
offspring of Adam’s race, condemned sin

in the flesh, and became entitled to
eternal life, and he might have been

travslated without tasting of death—
like Enoch and E'ijah—if it had not

been necessary to set an example of
perfect obedience and submission,

amidst the trials of a lawless world and
that by his resurrection he would more
certainly demonstrate the possibility of
a future life by a raising again from the
dead, on the part of those who accepted
his gospel, and followed his example,

and thus by his victory of sin and

death, the grand object: of his first

mission on earth were accomplished,

and the salvation of God’s chosen ones,

and tha fenovation of the earth will be

more fully accomplished when he re-

turns to earth in all the "power and

glory of his immortal nature. It is a

great mistake to believe that all the

human race ars condemned to death on

account of Adam’s sin, and that Jesus
died as a snbstitute, or that his death

was a sacrifice to appease the wrath of

God and make an atonement for the

sins of men.

CaArDIFF— Dear Bro. Xells — We
have nothing new to report at present,
heyond the fact that we advertised the
Lecture on the Miraculous Conception
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of
some two months ago, offering to send
it {ree on receipt of & postage stamp to

Christ, in a local newspaper|ed attention. The speaker based his

remarks oa 1 Cor. 1: 18, ““For the preach-
ing of the cross is to them that are

any persons anxiously seeking for the. perishing foolishness, but unto us that

Trath.  Bro. Lawrence inserted the
advertisement for two weeks, and as a
result had 18 or 20 applicants for the
ecture.  Whether our efforts will be
crowned with sutcess or not we cannot
tell of course, but we have not heard
from anyore yet. All we can do is to
faithfully disseminate “the Truth.”
leaving the resuits in the hand of our
heavenly Father. I received the N.
M. for November from Bro. Phelps this
week, also a letter from hmn last week.
He thinks with us that the MEssENGER
should be kept in the field next year,
but should be enlarged to sixteen or
twenty pages, without raising the price
of it much, if possible. We therefore
hope that you may see the way clear to
continue the paper; but if not, that the
Cheltenham ecclesia will take the matter
in hand and publish a magazine of some
kind for the benefit of the brethren
scattered throughout the world. We
(the Cardiff brethren) would undertake
to refund the money for at least several
copies of the N. M., if continued, or
for any other paper printed by our
brethren, if the N. M. be discontinued.
However, we may shortly arrive a% an
nuderstanding upon the subject. With
fraternal love, I rvemain, yours in
Christ, C. Synonps.

Burraro—Bro. Davis, writing from
this city, Dec, 3rd, says: “We have
been holding our Sunday meetings as
usual. Yesterday our esteemed Bro.
Lyon was with us, and preached on the
subject, “What is it to preach the cross?
‘We opened service by singing the old

100th hymn, then after prayer 1 read:

the 72nd psalm, then we sung *“Hail to
the Lord’s anointed,” then Bro. Lyon
spoke for near an hour to an appreci-

ative audience, who listened with mark-

ure being saved, it is the power of
God.” (Emphautic diaglott.) The speaker
showed that to preach the cross was to
preach Christ the Nazarene who was
crucified on it, for claiming to be the
King of the Jews, which was the acecus-
ation writien over his cross in Hebrew,
Greek and Latin. He showed that be
was the legal heir 10 that throne
from the Divine record, (Psalms 89, 35
and 132, 11), and that Peter on the
memorable day of Pentecost applied
these predictions to Jesus, (Acts 2, 30)
he aiso showed that God had raised
him from the dead to sit upon the throne
of Israel. Referring to the cross he
said that oue arm pointed the past, the
other to the future; and while the foot
was planted in the earth, the top point-
ab heavenward, the seat of God’s
throne, from whence all our blessings
come. There is 2 thousand prophecies
applicable to Jesus in the Bible, and
only one hundred of these have been
literally fulfilled, we ave therefore to
look for the literal fulfillment of the
other nine hundred in the near future,
when Jesus shall come to reign from
the rivers to the ends of the earth.
We closed tkis meeting by partaking of
the memorial supper, there were eight
hrethren with us, who are beleiving and
lovking towards that glonous kingdom,
and the appearing of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus, the Christ, who we be-
lieve will fashion our bodies like unto
his own glorious body. Previous to
the meeting, Bro. Lyon distzibuted
cnpies of his pamphlet among the audi-
ence. Bro. Lyon’s sight has greatly
improved. We all spent Sunday at
Bro. Oakley’s which passed pleasantly
in interesting conversation. Bro. and
Sisver Oakley and family are well and
with us send their love to you and
yours, A. J. Davis.
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Detailod SAtatement of Remitances for
the Naxareno Messenger, with the names
and addressod of the remitters.

Exarawn.
C. A. Boulter, St. John’s Lane,

Clarkenwall, London...£1 5s. $6.09
T. H. Phelps, Springthorp,
Chelteham....cceveveresc £6 29.22
Chas. Symonds, Cardiff, South
Wales..veeerieees corenaennsads 1,00
F. W. Towndrow, 12 Orange St
Nottingham ..cceeevreeervacee 8 2.00

Herbert Bloosdworth, Brighton5s  1.20

Totalivsieer covee conemimiuirenons 20.39.51

URNITRED STATES.

Henry Finn, 107 and 109, East
Water St, Syracuse, N. Y....3 11.00
R. V. Lyon, Suspension Bridge
New York....ceerivans coreennes
J. D. Davis and Joseph W.
Oakley, 78 Congress, and 8

6.00

Arnold Sts., Buffalo, N.¥.. 3.00
‘W. B. Sornburger, Sanborn,

New York.....eet evevivennee o 1.00
E. C. Lavish, Stroudsbure, Pa., 200

and for Geo. C. Adams, and

J. M Allan..eeees veneieen 2.00

Total.. coanr ceaiiinenies ceneeeraansss23.00
CANADA,

Mzis. G. Buck, Collingwood, Ont.
L. Stapleton, Listowel...cocuun.e
T. S. Bullen, Sunderland. ........
‘Wn. McConnachie, Narwich. ..
A. J. Davis, Norwich, Ont.......
‘W. Platts, Clarkson, now Font-

1.00

1.00
1.00
1.00

hill, Ont. ceeveecccienvercecneceses 100
James Skinner, 55 William St.

Toronto..cceeeensininccrenirene.s  2.00
Addison Norman, 4 Queen St.

East, Toronto...cceee coaceraens 1.00

Joel Evason, 55 Bellevue Ave,

Total.cesrecosee corsessevasssesessensas 11.50
Total received on Vol. 1..........876.01

1.00.

Canadian Agents for the

“Paziownme Ressenger,”

WM. L. KELLS, Listowel,

Canada, -
WM. McCONNACHIE, Norwich, Ont.
ADDISON NORMAN, 4 Queen St. East,
'oronto.

NOTICH!I

‘We have still on hand over fifty sets of
Vol. 1, NAZARENE MESSENGER, omplete
volumes will be sent to any address, post-
paid, on receipt of 81. We still require
some $24 to meet the expense of publishing
this volume. We hope thst a number will
remit their subscriptions n receipt of this
number, and we hereby extend our warmest
thanks to each and all who have in any way
rendered assistance, We hope that all those
in America who have acted as our agents
will still act in that capacity for the new
publishers, and that other names will be
added. W. L, K.

P. S.—The unused MSS. will be sent to
the new editor.

Ontario,

LETTERS.

List of letters received since Nov. issue:
Z. B. Chase, T. H. Phelps, Mrs. E. H.
Lyon, E. C. Lavish, Geo. H. Brenninger,
Addison Norman, Joel Evason 2, John D.
Davis, T. H. Phelps, Herbert Bloodworth,
Charles Symonds, H. Finn, H. P. Madill,
R. V. Lyon, A, J. Davis.

MEETINGS.

Meetings are held in the Lecture
Room, St. George’s Place, Cheltenham?®
England, every Sunday Morning at 11
for fellowship and worship. In th:
evening at 6.30 the interested seeker
after truth is invited to listen to an ux-
position of Bible subjects. Wednesday
evening at 8 o’clock, for Bible Reading
and enquiry.

Meetings are held every Sunday
afternoon, at 3 o'clock, in Fraternity
Hall, corner of Main and Ferry streefs,
Black Rock, Buffalo, N. Y.  Object—
To preach the gospel taught by Christ
and his apostles. All welcome. Seats
free.
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