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Wings of Memory,

AUGUSTA HELEN THOMPSON,
—_—

I spread out my wings, and I quickly fly
Over years of struggle and pain,
And the joys I have known and the friends
I have lost
Are real and living again,

The wings carry me to a far-off life,
Where I try in vain to see

What I once ‘used to know so well, but now
The knowledge has gone from me.

FEBRUARY,

1903

—— ————————

The shadows around me are dark and deep,
But sweet sounds I have heard before,

I know not when and I know nct whiere,
Seem to come to me once more,

And through the mists I can sometimes see
A face or a flower that seems

To be part of a life that I lived long ago,
And that comes back in my dreams,

The mists become denser, No musical
sound,
No face, no breath of perfume,
Could pierce these dark clouds, and the air
all around
Is filled with a vague, dim gloom.

e

Then the clouds are all gone, and the faces I

see

Are those that T knew as a child,
I'live in the sunshine of school-girl days,
And fancies so glad and wild

But my toys become brokan, my school-
{ooks are lost,
And the dear eyes I loved so well
Are closed, and the secrets that they have
found out
The white lips refuse to tell,

Encugh, O my wings, I know of your power,
But the feelings you gis too great ;

The precious things of t < L believe,
Will come back to us so6n or late,

In some far, future life—I know not when
or where—
I shall see the dear lost ones again ;
Till then I have wings, but the joy they give
stings,
For memory is mingled with pain.
Clayton, B.C,
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After the Vote.

HE recent vote on prohibition in
Ontario shows the vast strides
that this cause has taken in the

last four years. Under unfavorable con-
ditions a vote very much larger was
recorded than that given under very
favorable conditions four years ago.
Most of our cities, though long the
strongholds of the liquor traffic, pro-
nounced strongly in its condemnation.
In the good work of creating popular
opinion and crystallizing it into votes
our churches and Sunday Schools and
Leagues have had an active part. Their
work is not done. We must not be satis-
fied till every scholar’s name is on a
pledge roll and till our youth receives
the protection for which we have asked.
We commend to the careful reading of all
our tedchers the admirable paper by the
Rev. George Williams, printed on another

i SUNDAY SUHOOL BANNER,

Sunday School Libraries,

F OR some months a Toronto Confer-
ence Committee on Sunday School
Libraries, of which Emerson

Coatsworth, Esq., is chairman, has held
many meetings in the office of the Rev.
A. C. Crews, Wesley Buildings, Toronto.
The members of this Committee have
8on» over publishers’ catalogues, dis-
tributed many books for reading, obtained
opinions as to their suitability for Sun-
day School use, and are preparing a
catalogue that will be of great service
to all schools wishing to supplement
their libraries. A great deal of thought
and time aad pains has been given to
this important work. We present on
another page two articles on this subject
which we commend to the careful atten-
tion of our readers.

New Year's Rallies.

HE New Year's Day Sunday School

I Rally has become a fixed institu-

tion in several of our cities. In
Montreal it has been observed for over
fifty years; in Toronto for nine years; in
Hamilton, Winnipeg, and Vaucouver, for
a shorter time. We believe that similar
rallies in our cities from St. John’s, New-
foundland, to Victoria, B.C.,, would be a
striking demonstration of the strength,
the unity, and solidarity of our great Sun-
day School interests,

The meeting in Massey Hall, Toronto,
Was, as usual, a brilliant success. About
four thousand teachers and scholars were
presenl. The addresses by the Honor-
able Justice Maclaren, Mr. Alfred Briggs,
and Rev. M. L. Pearson, abounded in
wisdom interspersed with wit. The
massed orchestra of about forty instru-
ments led the singing of our grand old
hymns which was like the sound of many
waters. Everything was bright and
cheerful, as the titles of the hymns will
Indicate : *“Sing to the great Jehovah's
praise,” “ A Better Day is Coming,” ** See
the Church of Christ Arises,” “ We have
heard the Joyful Sound.” The four
schools with the largest membership were
as follows : Wesley, 1,300; Metropolitan,
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1,070; Dunn Avenue, 1,035; Broadway
Tabernacle, 1,014

The largest Home Departments are the
Metropolitan, with 470; Trinity, 264;
Carleton Street, 135; and Broadway, 130.

The four schools raising the largest
amounts of money for all purposes are :
Wesley, $1,289; uentral, $1,263; Buclid
Avenue, $1,022 (nearly $2.00 per member);
Sherbourne Street, $983.

The entire membership of the forty-
three Toronto schools is 18,i40, with 1,514
more in the Home Departmeni. These
raised for all purposes in the year $11,845.
But who can tabulate the spiritual results
of the love and prayer and sacred toil of
the devoted teachers and officers of this
great Sunday School army !

Methodist Magazine and Review
for January,
FIFTY ILLUSTRATIONS.

This oldest Canadian Magazine begins
its fifty-seventh volume with a specially
strong number. A marked feature of
this ine is its pr d patriotic
character, special prominence being given
to Canada. “The Canadian Lumber-
man and his Social Betterment,” “ Paris
the Beautiful,” “Village Life in Nor-
way,” and “The Wild Welsh Coast,” are
handsomely illustrated articles. Char-
acter studies, with portraits, are given
of those great Nonconformist leaders,
Hugh Price Hughes and Joseph Parker
Dr. Chown has an admirable paper on
“Christian Unity,” Dr. 8. P. Rose an
instructive “ Study in Comparative Utili-
tarianism,” Dr. Jesse 8. Gilbert an amus-
ing sketch of that “ Famous Fop,” Beau
Brummell, and the Rev. W. H. Adams
“An Exhumed Canadian Romance,” the
record of the Rev. Cornelius Flumerfelt.
Stories by Frank Bullen, Ian Maclaren,
Maud Petitt, and well-illustrated current
notes, New Year’s pictures and poems are
also given. November and December
numbers, containing the initial chapters
of Frank Bullen’s strong serial, are given
free to new subscribers.

Toronto: William Briggs. Montreal:
C. W. Coates.  Halifax: 8. F. Huestis.
$2.00 a year; $1.00 for six months.

While waiting for the sclentists to tell
us something we don’t know, we might
spend the time profitably in practising
what we already know. :

The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes.

HE death of this distinguished
divine removes the most con-
spicuous figure in British Meth-

odism. Few men have accomplished so
much in so short a space of time. Few
men have reached such deserved promin-
ence—a president of the Wesleyan Con-
ference and of the Union of the Non-
conformist Churches of Great Britain,
the founder of the West London Mission,
the leader of the “ Forward Movement ™
in Britain, an eloquent preacher, an in-
fluential editor, an author of note, the
organizer of the Sisters of the Peopie—
his life, which was cut short at the age
ot fifty-five, was crowded with achieve-
ments for the betterment of man.

Hugh Price Hughes was of sturdy
Welsh descent, the son of a Wesleyan
minister. His fervid zeal and eloquence
made him the popular London preacher.
But fifteen years ago he felt that the
Wesleyan Church was doing little for
the unchurched masses in the most
crowded portions of the world’s greatest
city. In conjunction with his life-long
friend, the Rev. Mark Guy Pearse, the
well-known author of “ Dan’l Quorm,” he
founded the West Central Mission amid
the very centre of fashionable vice. The
services in St. James Hall, Wardour
House, in Somer’s Hall, built by Lady
Henry Somerset, in St. Luke’s House,
and other <cial centres, have brought
thousands into the kingdom, and brought
the light and liberty of the Gospel to
many darkened homes and hearts.

Hugh Price Hughes grappled with the
great social questions of the day and to
crowded audiences in the music hall and
to greater crowds of working men in
Hyde Park he demonstrated the power
of the Gospel to heal the moral maladies
of mankind. A converted socialist ex-
pressed the result of his preaching in
these words: “Before I heard Price
Hughes I used to say, ‘ Down with every-
thing that’s hup;’ but now I say, ‘ Hup
with everything tiat's down.’”

This great leader of men was instinct
with the fire and fervor of his native
Wales. He rivalled the founder of
Methodism, John Wesley, himself, in his
skilful organization and ful
leadership. He was “ever a fighter”
against the evils of the times. Up to the
day of his death he was engaged in an
uncompromising conflict with the Edu-
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cation Bill now before the British Parlia-
ment. No man contributed more to the
success of the Twentieth Century Million
Guinea Fund of the Wesleyan Church.
His great work, however, was the im-
pulse he gave to the “ Forward Move-
ment” not only in London, but in the
great cities of Manchester, Birmingham,
Leeds, Liverpool, and other centres of
population. Much of his work was done
under the pressure of ill health, but
“being dead he yet speaketh.”

The Rev. Joseph Parker.

ITHIN living memory, and each
in his own sphere, no greater
servants of God have lived,

and wrought, and passed to their
reward than Joseph Parker and Hugh
Price Hughes. It may be questioned
whether any such dual bereavement
has ever occurred in the history of
Nonconformity. As our life was made
richer by their presence, so it is made
poorer by their absence. Our whole out-
look is changed; we have to face our
problems and fight our battles without
their inspiration and leadership. - Dr.
Parker was a man who needed to be
known, for though he was always the
same man in public as in private, he was
liable to be misunderstood by those who
did not know him well. He was a won-
derful compound of inconsistencies, a
brilliant genius, not without some of the
eccentricities and limitations which
usually accompany the divine aflatus. I
knew his weaknesses—and who did not?—
but they never served to diminish my
regard for him nor my belief in the
Christian sincerity of his character. I
have been a guest in his home, and he in
mine, but I can honestly say that the
closer one drew to him the more one
found to love and admire. In fact, with-
out the weaknesses he might not have
endeared himself so much to those who
knew him best. There was so much of
the child about him that one was pre-
pared for impulses, surprises and unac-
countable moods. Though he *“ became
a man” he did not “put away childish
things,” and it was well he did not.
“He was like a bit of Cumberland
scenery, wild and rugged, sweet and
winsome, dark and stern, mild and tender.
His sensitiveness often threw him off
his balance and rendered him almost

morbid, and yet that sensitiveness was
in him compatible with a flerceness of
regentment that spared neither man nor
interests when he was roused against
them. He was a faithful friend, grate-
ful even to excess. No man was too
humble to live in his memory if ever he
had done him a kindness. He was cap-
able of unbounded affection, expressed
in the most unexpected ways. The key
to the purpose of his life-work ehould
be sought in his personal devotion to the
Lord Jesus Christ.

‘“As a pulpit orator he was without
compeer after the 4eath of C. H. Spur-
geon, but he ought not to be remembered
simply as an orator. He was a man who
saw visions, and his marvellous intuitive
insight into truth rendered him unique
among preseut-day prophets. It was this
which drew vast crowds to hear him for
80 many years. Preaching was his pas-
sion, his hobby, his life. When he ceased
to preach it was time to go home.'’—
Methodist Times.

The Mu_t?_ of Music,

BY ‘‘ERIB.”
It was a “ harp of thousand strings
Tuned by the Maker’s hand
To heavenly harmonies ;
For pl e high and lati 1 d,
And vibrant with unspoken melodies.

But unskilled fingers swept the chords,
Tense with a bursting life,
And through th’ expectant air
Sent shuddering a harsh, discordant strife,
While listeners fled the moans of dull
despair.

Unheeded, tuneless, long it lay,
Battered and cast aside ;
Tiil one day ing by
The Master with keen glance the harp espied,
And from one chord drew forth an an-
swering cry.

Slowly the slackened strings he tuned,
Touching with mute caress
The tightened chords, he drew
A witching melody, while crowds did press
To listen, wonder-wrapt and life renew.

But none enraptured ever knew,

As every joyful strain
Gave one of triumph birth,

It was the selfsame harp that mute had lain
Till wakened by a power not of earth,

L'M 15 1

West




oRNSERTOIO TS

t
.
d
0
e
e
8
r
-
d

i S 220

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER. v

Temperance in Sunday Schools and
Leagues.*

THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

HERE is peculiar pertinence in the
fon and jation of this
subject—*"* Young Methodism and
Moral Reform.” The organization of
young people and the recognition of tem-
perance have been invariably character-
istic of Methodism. The sanctified genius
of Methodism anticipated by some genera-
tions the institution of the Sabbath
School and temperance societies. As a
church we are uncompromisingly com-
mitted to temperance work, by convic-
tion and tradition. Temperance work
and the organization of youth are our
peculiar heritages. To ignore them
would be culpable creason. *“ Cannot be
legalized without sin,” is our apothegm.
The strategic point in all moral reform
lies in our youth, The child is father
to the man. The convictions of yeuth
are the principles of maturity. In our
Sabbath Schools we enjoy an absolute
monopoly of the invaluable rotential fac-
tor, and that at its most desirable period
—the formative. To-day society is, or
should be, a Sabbath School product,
and its expression in action generally
reflective of Sabbath School teaching.
Does modern life then justify the past
inculcation of temperance in our Sab-
bath Schools? Our consumption of liquor
is the least per capita of any civilized
people and our legislation (potentially)
the most advanced of any constitutional
land. Observe the social habits of our
people, their abstemiousness and sobriety.
Within a generation a moral revolution
has been effected and who can deny that
the greatest contribution hereto has been
made through our Sabbath School tem-
perance lesson? Like the coral insect,
these workers have secreted and de+
posited temperance truth in the minds
of our youth until there gradually arose
above the angry surf of national pre-
judice, social usage, and popular delusion,
a reef of conviction that secures for our
land unparalleled place and prosperity.
Temperance teaching in our Sabbath

Schools has passed beyond the specula-
tive and experimental period into the
demonstrated and accepted stage. No
proof is ded. It ir axi

But our wirk, though well done, i8 not
all done. We rejoice at 250,000 temper-
ance voters, and place them to the credit
of Sunday School work. What about the
141,000 opponents, and say 120,000 ab-
sentees? They too are Sunday School
graduates, ithey must stand to the debit
of our teaching.

Have we not regarded Temperance
Sunday indifferently, taught the lesson
prefunctorily and impersonally? Have
we not dealt too much on the scientific
and (oo little on tL, moral aspect? (]
may =afely leave the scientific to the day
schoo!l teacher (thanks to our progres-
sive spirit), who will more efficiently
present it than we can, but the moral
we can relegate to no one—that is the
“gine qua non” of a Sunday School
teacher.

The Sunday School must, on the
authority of its text-book, the Bible,
charge the individual conscience with the
moral claims of temperance. To some
it must be glorified into a cross, the
faithful assumption of which is neces-
sary to their salvation. Orly as we teach
our scholars that drink is immoral and
unchristian, and that discipleship in-
volves the sacrifice of prejudice and even
gratification, can we secure consistent
and satisfactory results. If liquor cannot
be legalized without sin no more can it
be tolerated without sin—that at least
should be the Methodist deduction.

All Sunday Schools should have a Band
of Hope, and every means possible should
be used to cultivate and strengthen the
moral sense of temperance among our
children. Train up a child in the way he
should go, and when he is a voter he will
not depart from it.

THE EPWORTH LEAGUE.

Temperance work is here imperative if
we would secure permanent and practical
results. Through circumstances that we
can do no more than note now our youth
graduate iom Sabbath School between
the ages of fifteen and eighteen years
With the assumption of freedom there
is the tendency to impulsiveness. Im-
maturity of judgment and experience is

* Synopsis of Rev. Geo. H. Williams’
(Delta) paper given at the Brockville Dis-
trict Epworth League Convention at
Kempville. From The Liberator.

iated with the responsibility of
suffrage. They hardly cease to be

students of history ere they become
makers of history. These facts consti-
»scent period as one of

tute the




SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

critical import to youth and society.
They now become also the legitimate
prey of the liquor interest. Youth's
minority shields it, but ¥ majority ex-
poses it to the sordidly malign influences
of this interest, whose affluence and
heartlessness enable them to appeal to
youth from every conceivable standpoint
with te speci

Conscientious scruples are met by
jocular buffoonery; inherited tastes are
appealed to by diabolic pandering;
natural timidity is offset by popular
usage. Our youths are lured among the
perils of their Charybdis and Scylla by
the siren voices of inhuman mercenaries.
Who will act the part of Orpheus and dis-
enchant them? The League is best quali-
fled to do this because of its sympathy
with youth, and consecration to them.
The League should supplement the tem-
perance work of the Sunday School by
urging the personal obligation of the
pledge. Many regard the pledge of youth
as a temporary bond, not a permanent
oath. Tt should be easy to convince them
that if a pledge were essential in the
secluded stage of minority, it will be im-
perative in the beleaguered experience of
majority. If an anchor be necessary in
the calm, it should be indispensable in
the storm.

The League should secure the eleva-
tion of every faculty and taste by its
Inspiring influence—rescuing from the
base degenerate plane of life by its
habit, not of looking on, but working up.
Our Anglo-Saxon youth can become as
steadfast in their resistance of seduction
and demoralizing customs and examples
as the Hebrews of yore. But is personal
abstinence merely the aim of the League
in its temperance work and not legal pro-
hibition also? then our work will be a
superfluity of selfishness, a redundancy
of effeteness. The constitution of the
League forbids that conclusion—* Lift
up,” follows “ Look up,” and the golden
link of both is found in the ideal resolve
—*“taking Christ as my example.”

Of the Christian dispensation it was
prophesied, “ Now is the axe laid at the
root of the tree.” Woe to that man who
would substitute the position of Christ’s
judgment, and remove the axe of destruc-
tion from the root of evil where Christ
placed it, to the leaf, where the devil
would have it. The liquor traffic must
cease, if Christian truth prevall, and
Leaguers must abolish it if Christ’s ideal
rules. The League is not merely a con-
servatory for the cultivation of morality,

but also a propaganda for the diffusion
of truth; not an observatory to facilitate
mediation, but a battery to aid assault;
not a city of refuge to which our youth
might flee merely, but the ark of the
Lord to go before us into battle.

The League should represent essential,
radicai, practical and enthusiastic Chris-
tianity. Its problem is to reduce the
pledge to practical citizenship, or exalt
citizenship to essential Christianity. It
should bring to this holy mission none
of the jealousies of partisanship or pre-
judices of ignorance, that too frequently
affect many existing organizations. With
a discrimination born of the inspiration
of ever looking up, they should dissociate
morals from every other issue, and refuse
to permit economics or politics to be as
much as named in connection therewith.
To them, a mercenary interest shouid be
inconceivable, a partisan bias impossible,
and they would no more compromise such
moral issues than they would Christian-
ity itself.

In view of our insidious and ominous
peril through strong drink the prevalent
babel of partisan econo’ (¢ quibblings
will to them appear as & nseless, diaboli-
cal, and criminal, as ‘.e discussion by
a life-boat crew of t! slor of teir uni-
form, when a hur reighted steamer
ig drifting to the 1ocks. When the devil
in solution—drink,—would bribe .such
morally trained youth, in the temple,
hustings, street, or parliament, with any
gpecious gift of crime, they will say to
these arch-traitors of country, home, and
God: “Get thee behind me, Satan,”
“Thy money perish with thee.” From
the prevalent narrow, selfish, political
lust of power and boodle, we shall be
saved to the higher, nobler, purer position
of Christian patriotism.

The sanctified culture of the Leaguer
should effectually deliver him from the
imputation brought by Christ against His
disciples, “The children of this world
are wiser in their generation than the
children of light.” Our seniors have not
been proficient in their methods of war-
fare, and their simplicity or apathy has
lost them many a victory. In the use
of constitutional means to crush the evil,
let us be wise as serpents—our opponents
are. '

The League being in intimate and sym-
pathetic touch with Christ, it should also
be with every voter; and then bring every
voter into just such sympathy with
Christ. It should be the Secret Service
Department or scouting party of the




SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

army of Jesus Christ, and be the most
effective source of men and material for
every phase of moral conflict, perticularly
now temperance.

Uader the infl of such h -
bora leaders of public conscience, as com-
pared with bribing and immoral party
bosses and machines, an election day
would not suggest the resemblance of
voters and citizens “to” dumb-driven
cattle going to the shambles, but rather
represent Christian heroes going to the
strife.

When our young people consecrate
themselves intelligently and loyally to
Christ and humanity, with those two dis-
tinet planks in their platform; “ The
New Commandment,” and “The Golden
Rule,” rejecting all not in harmony
therewith, when, not as slaves to vacillat-
ing politic Pilates, or mercenary huck-

" stering Judases, but as Christian patriots,

having no man master but Christ, and
making everything subservient to Him;
then, and not till then, shall we as Chris-
tian citizens, in election campaigns, com-
pass the defiant fastnesses of this modern
Jericho of drink and crime, with the
moral certainty of securing its destruc-
tion. Then legalized drink will be as
anomalous and inconceivable among us
as legalized murder, brigandage, or
larcency would be.

“Only be thou strong and courageous,
fear not, roither be thou dismayed, for
the Lord thy God is with thee whitherso-
ever thou goest.”

Methodist Literature for Methodist
People.

MODERN advertisement reads,
“Tell me what you eat and I will
tell you what you are.” Regard-
ing the mental food of mankind another
statement is true: “Tell me what you
read and I will tell you what you are.”
Thought is the father of the act and
reading feeds the mind for good or bad
character and conduct. The reading of

childhood days is the most lasting and
far-reaching in its character. Parents
and guardians of children should be ever
more careful of their mental than of their
material food.

How many even of Methodist homes
are devoid of sound literature, but are
too plentifully supplied with the light

reading of the passing day! Is it any
wonder that the children of Methodist
homes under such training are lost to
Chrict and the Church? John Wesley,
the greatest religious organizer since
the days of Jesus Christ, forced the sale
of Methodist literature throughout his
societies, and thus the early Methodists
grew up to love and maintain the doc-
trines and usages of the Church.

To-day how different things are along
these lines! Undenominational and un-
authorized literature threatens to super-
sede our own publications in many Meth-
odist homes to the great detriment of
progressive church work. In some of our
churches the number of denominational
papers taken is pitifully small. The
solution of the vexed question, “How
shall we give our conference claimants
a more adequate support,” lies largely in
a return on the part of all our people to
the patronage of our own church publica-
tions. The pastors of Methodism are
mainly responsible for the paucity of
church papers in the homes of their
people, as they, and they alone, are the
duly authorized agents of the Church and
as such agents they should press the
‘““battle to the gates.”

The late Rev. Dr. J. O. Peck was a
striking example of what a determined
Methodist pastor can do in the circulation
of church papers, If every Methodist
pastor was a faithful agent, speedily
would our Book Rooms grant larger divi-
dends to the annual Conferences for dis-
tribution among the Conference claimants
and our children from the reading of our
church papers and other Methodist litera-
ture would grow up to love and to sup-
port our various church enterprises.

As a Methodist pastor I feel it to be
my religious duty, as well as my
privilege, to circulate that paper which
is the exponent of Methodism in the
bounds of the territory wherein my
church work is located.

In this electrical age, where the large
majority of our churches will not tolerate
a long sermon, a wise pastor will ask
from his pulpit his people to read some
salient article from the Church paper,
which in so many cases is a complete
supplement of his sermon.

Beside this advantage of pastoral pul-
pit notice of the Church paper the
people themselves will begin to have a
keener relish for the reading of their
church paper and will thereby become
more liberal supporters of the causes
which their paper advocates.
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Too many, especially of city pastors,
are 80 engrossed in other phases of
church work that they neglect to make a
vigorous campaign for the extended circu-
lation of the church papers, and there-
fore but few, comparatively of their
people subscribe for a Methodist paper.

Because the day of superannuation
seems a long way off, these well-paid
pastors fear not the coming of the “day
of want.”

Even under apparently adverse circum-
stances a large advance can be made in
obtaining new subscribers for the local
church paper.—Rufus T. Cooper, in North-
ern Christian Advocate,

Bridge Street Sunday School
Anniversary.

The Sunday School of Bridge Street
Church, Belleville, recently celebrated its
eightieth anniversary, The history of
this Sunday School is woven and inter-
woven with the history of Belleville itself.
It is the mother of five other Sunday
Schools. Organized in 1822, when Belle-

ville was but a village, for some six or
eight years its membership was only
from thirty to forty. But in 1830 a per-
sonal canvass was made with the result
that one hundred and ninety-eight names
were added. These names have been
preserved, and five of them are still
living.

An interesting feature in the pro-
gramme was the introduction by the
Superintendent of three of those who
united with the school seventy-two years
ago. They were Mrs. H. K. Lyon, Mr.
Horace Yeomans, and Mr. Francis Wall-
bridge. They were received with the
Chautauqua salute. Another interesting
feature was the brief messages from ab-
sent members. In the course of its his-
tory the school has ministered to over
twenty-five thousand scholars, many of
whom now bear distinguished names,
One was a former Premier of Canada.
But they are most justly proud of the fact
that during the past year two hundred
and four of their members have united
with the church.

What matters happiness ?
Duty ! There's man’s one moment;
This is yours.

—Browning.

Sunday School Libraries.

BY THE REV. JOSEPH LAWTON GUERNSEY.

OOKS are plentiful. To say nothing
about private family libraries,
from which friends may borrow

books. School, club, public, and travelling
libraries are coming within reach of all
people who care to read. There is hardly
any limit to the variety of books that
may be procured from these sources,
Nearly all public libraries provide news-
papers and magazines on the reading-
room tables. In the midst of such an
abundance of literature what need is
there of the Sunday School library?
When we attempt to give our pupils

intelligent, individual, Christian train-.

ing the Sunday School library of the
right kind becomes indispensable. Start
with the boys and girls who are just be-
beginning to inquire for books. What
should they read? That depends upon
circumstances. Individual preference,
temperament, character, and past
religious education should be taken into
account. The present moral and spiritual
condition of the boy or girl should be
considered. Suitable books, interesting
books, books helpful to the individual
concerned should be suggested. But this
presupposes a personal knowledge of the
pupil and of the books at hand. Who
but the Sunday School teacher, assisted
by the librarian, can render this service?
In the great majority of cases parents
cannot do it. Public librarians cannot
do it. The public school teacher cannot
render this service in all its phases. The
Sunday School teacher, who is near to
the heart and thought of the pupil, who
holds the confidence of the scholar, who
wields a moral and spiritual influence
over the individual under his care—this
teacher is of all people the one best situ-
ated to suggest good books, calculated to
properly cultivate the taste, thought, and
character of the scholar.

Moreover, it should be the duty of the
teacher to inquire into the reading habits
of the pupil. If the boy cares but little
for reading the teacher should encourage
him to read, and should place suitable
literature in his hands. If his reading
has been of an unprofitable or question-
able character, the teacher should en-
deavor to counteract the evil effects with
wise counsel and with attractive books
of the best kind. Is not this work a
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most important phase of Christian edu-
cation? The teacher’s work does not
begin and end with the Scripture lesson
assigned for each Sabbath. The Sun-
day School instructor should strive to
aid the pupil in all matters pertaining
to temporal, moral, and spiritual im-
provement. The Sunday School library
should contain all necessary books of
every description to make possible this
work by the teacher.

Take the boys and girls who are suffi-
ciently advanced in years and under-
stand to think seriously of life. Books
treating on the great problems of char-
acter building and success are needed.
Perhaps such literature may neither be
discovered nor read unless the Sunday
School teacher directs attention to it and
explains its attractiveness and value.
Questions concerning the Bible, concern-
ing religion as related to business and
happiness, questions concerning indi-
vidual Christian experience, the de-
votional life, ete.,, will arise in the minds
of young and earnest Christians. Books
furnishing answers to such inquiries are
unknown to multitudes of young people.
Private and public libraries are often
without them. How important and how
practical is the mission of the Sunday
School library now! Books are wanted
treating on business and religion, on the
Bible and skepticism, on Bible history,
manners, and customs, and methods of
study; on the devotional life, on Chris-
tian biography, Church history, ete.

The Sunday School library should be
a treasure-house of religious literature.
One or two good commentaries on the
Scriptures, works relating to the various
benevolent enterprises of the Church,
books of suggestion to church workers
and prayer-meeting leaders—these and
kindred works, seldom found outside of
ministers’ libraries, should be kept for
the good of the church.

Yes, there must be works of fiction, too.
Not weak, sentimental religious stories,
but strong, inspiring, instructive novels
—historical novels, romance, religious
stories with the true ring of reality to
them; books well bound, fresh, attractive,
modern.

Means should be devised for the regular
raising of funds with which to rebind old
books and with which to add new books
monthly, quarterly, or yearly. In no

other way can the library be kept fresh
and attractive.

From time to time the pastor may find
occasion to refer in private and in public

to helpful books in the library. Such
references will stimulate interest in this
phase of Sunday School work, and they
will often prove helpful to the people in
guiding them to needed books.

The mission of the Sunday School lib-
rary is a mission of Christian training
and broad culture. If the Sunday School
has an important and peculiar mission,
the Sunday School library has a mission
correspondingly important and peculiar.

The books alone are not sufficient, of
course. We must have energetic and in-
telligent librarians and teachers to
handle the books and the pupils. The
Sunday School Board that appreciates the
importance of its library will not elect
to the office of librarian some worthy
young person who has no other qualifica-
tion than fitness to be kept in the school
by the attractiveness of office. The
librarians should be people of piety, who
know something of books, of human
nature, and of that which will meet the
needs of human nature. Those who hold
this office should make it a part of their
work to familiarize themselves with the
books of their library. This they should
do in order that they may be qualified
to assist the teachers in their part of the
work. The teachers should receive in-
struction in the teachers’ meeting or from
the librarians in private concerning
the character of the books and the use
of the library in relation to the educa-
tion and development of the pupils.

The opportunities for doing good which
are open to the Sunday School teacher
are among the choicest opportunities
known to man, and these possibilities not
only include works leading to reforma-
tion and conversion, but also that more
encouraging work of correct formation,
concerning which one has said, “It is
easier to form than to reform; easier to
mold molten iron than to file the cold
cast.” Teachers of primary and inter-
mediate classes have great opportunities
to assist their pupils in the formation of
right tastes, ideas, desires, and principles.
And the mission of the Sunday School
library is to aid these teachers, as well
as the teachers of more advanced classes,
in the thorough accomplishment of their
work. As long as this is the recognized
mission of the library it is worth all the
thought, labor, time, and money spent
upon it. If its mission falls below this
standard, what worthy place has the
library in the busy life and work of the
modern Sunday School?—Christian Advo-
cate.




Is the Sunday School Library Out
of Date?

BY CHARLES F. MILLIKEN,

SHALL never forget my first view
of a Sunday School library book
committee at work. That was

twenty-five years ago. Probably some
committees pursue a different plan now-
adays, but I am sure that even end-of-the-
century ingenuity has not devised a more
expeditious way of selecting the pabulum
on which the youthful Sunday School
mind is expected to feed.

This is the picture that memory gives
me of the committee referred to and its
work : Three women of middle age and
devout character, two of them spinsters
and one of them a childless matron, seated
on the floor in the centre of an old-fash-
ioned stuffy little parlor, and surrounded
with piles upon piles of books—and
the committee was in the red-handed
act of selecting a new library. The
work was completed in one afternoon,
the women, with that keen apprecia-
tion of the tastes and needs of youth that
often characterizes those who are with-
out children of their own, laying aside
for purchase two hundred or more of the
volumes possessing the most attractive
bindings and having the most edifying
titles. As to their contents—well, a pro-
per proportion were by ‘‘Pansy,” who
lived and wrote even in those days, and
all could be relied upon as being mildly
religious in tone and orthodox in doctrine.
I do not mean to intimate that there were
not good books, healthful books, in the
selection thus expeditiously made. It
was a conventional, entirely safe Sunday
School library.

That is how it was done twenty-five
years ago, and it is how it is done in some
towns and for some Sunday Schools to-

day.

The pabulum thus discriminatingly
selected is most of it healthful enough.
I have never heard of a malefactor who
wttributed his misfortunes to the goodest
of the goody-goody books. But, however
much it might have satisfled the appetite
of the youth of a former generation—and
I remember that one such boy didn't take
books from the Sunday School library
because he didn't like them—it certainly
palls upon the taste of the boys and girls
of the present day. Their stomachs
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fairly turn at thought of the dear little
boys who always did right and died before
they were out of their teens, or their
pantalets, in the hope of a blessed im-
mortality. They simply won’t read such
books, and who can say that their taste is
perverted ?

Wherever these books maintain their
place in the Sunday School libraries, there
it will be found that a large and con-
stantly increasing proportion of the schol-
ars ignore the libraries altogether, and
thus is lost a valuable opportunity to cul-
tivate the taste for good literature, and
to inculcate moral and religious truth.

To tell how this has been accomplished
in one school, the very school to which
the incident first recounted relates, is the
object of this paper.

The committee having in charge the re-
modelling of the library were unani-
mously of the opinion that the first de-
sideratum of a Sunday School library, as
it should be of any popular library, is that
the books of which it consists shall be
read. However carefully selected may be
the books, however elevating, if they are
not read they will do no good. The com-
mittee then negatived the proposition
often advanced as to Sunday School libra-
ries that the books should all have a dis-
tinctively religious tone. However much
the fact is to be deplored, the youthful
reader of the present day, any more than
the adult reader, does not care for
““ preachy " stories, or “labelled " virtues.
He is not less religious, not less an ad-
mirer of the great and good, but he pre-
fers to have his fiction and his religion
divorced and prefers to be permitted to
distinguish for himself the motives that
impel to self-sacrifice and heroic deeds.

This latter committee, having neither
the money nor the time to entirely re-
place the old library, had to be content
with eliminating the most flagrant ex-
amples of the old mawkishly pious stories,
and they pul in their places—first, the
classics in which the library had been
wholly lacking, “Swiss Family Robin-
son,” “ Robinson Crusoe,” “ The Pilgrim’s
Progress,” ‘“Uncle Tom's Cabin,” * Ben
Hur,” and “Tom Brown'; second, a
selection of the best and most popular
of recent literature for the young in fic-
tion, history, biography, and natural
science.

The changes in the library met with so
hearty a response from the children of
the Sunday School and their teachers that
the committee was continued in office,
furnished with more money, and for the
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four succeeding years has been able to
add from thirty to forty volumes each
year, until now, with most of the old
books weeded out, they have the satisfac-
tion of seeing on the shelves four hun-
dred healthful, helpful, and, what is
most important, well-read volumes,

Theoretically, the ideal way to select
books for a library is for the committee
to select none but those its own members
have read and approved. But, of course,
this is impracticable. Life is too short
for most of us to engage in such a task
as this would impose, Neither is it
necessary. The books of standard litera-
ture suitable for the purpose are already
presumably familiar to the committee,
As to more recent publications, especially
those of the present year, which should be
liberally supplied if interest in the library
is to be maintained, the advice of friends,
the announcements of the publishers, the
reviews in the papers and magazines, all
afford valnable information, Then there
is a class of writers for the young, like
G. A. Henty, Kirk Munro, Hezekiah But-
terworth, Everett T. Tomlinson, W, O.
Stoddard, Molly Elliot Seawell, J. T. Trow-
bridge, Mrs. A. D. T. Whitney, who con-
tribute annual and perfectly trustworthy
additions to that great volume of litera-
ture which is being written and printed,
and written and printed so well, for the
young. And it pays to get the latest
and best of these publications for the Sun-
day School library.

Keep it up to date. If the Armenian
massacres are fresh in people’s minds, do
not fail to include in the list of new books
some one that tells of Turkey and its
maltreatment of Christian subjects,
When the Chinese Boxers occupy the pub-
lic eye, provide a book whose reading
will answer some of the questions that
everybody, the children no less than older
people, are asking. When Frances Wil-
lard dies, add to the library her blography.
When the papers are discussing social
problems, buy Wyckoff’'s “ The Workers,”
and so on. Enterprise pays in the man-
agement of a Sunday School library.
Then encourage the growing taste for
books on nature study, not omitting the
absorbingly interesting stories contained
in the volumes entitled “ Black Beauty,”
“ Bob, Son of Battle,” “ Wild Animals I
Have Known,” and including Kipling’s
Jungle Stories, one of Gibson’s volumes
of delightful sketches, Mabel Osgood
Wright's “ Four-Footed Americans,” In-
gersoll’s “ Book of the Ocean.” For older
readers keep the library supplied with
such books as “Hugh Wynne,” “Tom

Grogan,” “ Richard Carvel,” and any other
books, whose aim is high, whose tone is
uplifting.

But of course such a library as we are
considering should include a large selec-
tlon of the historical stories and sketches,
and the biographies that are read with
avidity by younger readers, and selected
volumes from the works of the world’s
masters of fiction, Hawthorne, Dickens,
Trackeray, and Cooper. Francis Park-
man 18 a historian whose works are par-
ticularly enjoyed by young readers.

Do not, however, fail to include the best
of the books on missions, or such a frank-
ly religious books, as the “ Manliness of
Christ,” by Thomas Hughes, Having se-
cured the attention and enlisted the in-
terest of the scholars, such books as these
will be read, and you will find those
whose taste for the good things in books
will be so cultivated that they will be
constantly reaching out for the things
that are beyond and above,

The result of the plan thus outlined in
the case of the Sunday School library in
mind has been altogether satisfactory.
Of course, the committee is not infallible,
It has made some mistakes, It has put
into the library no book of vicious ten-
dency, but a few that are pronounced dull.
In one notable instance it was impelled
to withdraw a book, already labelled and
catalogued, on becoming convinced that
it was meat too strong for babes. But
every class in the school, in whole or in
part, “ takes " books, and there is mani-
fest a lively interest in the library on the
part of scholars, teachers, and parents,
and this even in the face of increasing
reading facilities presented by day school
and public libraries,

The old-fashioned Sunday School library
is perhaps out of date. The children
have learned with their parents to abhor
mawkish sentimentality, false ideals, sanc-
timonious piety. Keep the books thus
tinctured off the shelves. Fill their places
with virile literature. See that it in-
cludes none but books of worthy purpose
and pure morals, and that they are such
as make for the coming of the kingdom.
Then you will find that the Sunday School
library is not out of date, but that it
serves efficiently a very important pur-
pose in the economy of the Church of
Christ.—Pilgrim Teacher.

The Bible is the text-book of the Holy
Ghost. A faithful teacher does not waste
time trying to instruct a pupil who is
too lazy to bring his book with him.



Working for the Lord.

BY GEORGINA MAY ARNOLD.

I want to be a worker for the Lord,

I want to sow the seeds of love and truth,

I want to live and work for my Saviour
every day,

In the vineyard of the Lord.

Chorus—
I will live, I will work,
I will live and work, I will live and
work,
In the vineyard, in the vineyard of the

rd;
I will live, I will pray, I will work and
toll each day
In the vineyard of the Lord.

I want to be a worker brave and true,

1 want to work from morn till dewy eve,

I want to pluck away weeds and briars
every day,

In the vineyard of the Lord.

I want to find the erring ones who've
strayed
Far from the fold of God and lost their

way;

I want to bring them back to the
Saviour's fold again,

In the vineyard of the Lord.

I want to be a worker, help me, Lord;

I want to do thy will whate’er it be;

I want to gather sheaves for the harvest
by and by

In the vineyard of the Lord.

| want to feel thy presence ever near,
I want to feel thy hand clasped over
mine;
Then may we truly sing as we garner in
the grain,
For the kingdom of the Lord.
Grund, Man,

Book Notices.

“Donovan Pasha and Some People of
Egypt.” By Sir Gilbert Parker.
Cincinnati: Jennings & Pye. To-
ronto: William Briggs. Pp. xi-308.

If Kipling be the laureate of the Em-
pire in verse, Parker is its supreme
story-teller in prose. His tales of Can-
ada and its people have made our coun-
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try known throughout the world. He
has vividly presented the annals of the
Channel Islands, he has written also tales
of life in the Greater Britain of the
Southern Seas, and here he presents a
vivid picture of the transformation of
Egypt and its people under the control
of “Sergeant What's-his-name.” Donovan
Pasha is one of those heroic English-
men who stood for law and order and
liberty amid misrule, chaos, and wrong-
doing. He was incorruptible amid cor-
ruption, he stood between the Egyptians
and the oppression of the venal Khedive
Ismael. It stirs one's pulses to read of
the moral heroism of British officers
fighting cholera at the risk of their own
lives in spite of the ignorance and
stupidity of the native population. The
awful tyranny of the corvee and forced
military service is appalling. Mothers
put out their children’s eyes when they
were babes and mutilated their hands
to avoid the terrible service. From this
practice in ancient Rome came the word
“ poltroon,” pollex truncatus—the thumb
cut off to avoid conscription. Britain is
well described, as the John the Baptist
of the nations, the forerunmer of the
King of righteousness and truth. Some
of the seamy side of Egyptian life is re-
vealed, but it makes us proud of the
mission of Britain, a path-finder and a
road-maker for the reign of Christian
civilization in the oldest land on earth.

‘“Teacher Training for the Sunday
School.” By Rev. Chas. Roads, D.D.
New York: Eaton & Mains. Cincin-
nati: Jennings & Pye. Toronto: Wil-
liam Briggs. Pp. 95. Price 40 cents
net,

The growth of the Sunday School is
one of the most striking phenomena of the
nineteenth century. Nearly two million
teachers, without fee or reward other
than the joy of doing good, devote their
best thought and time and strength to
instruction in the nurture and admonition
of the Lord of the youth committed to
their care. The world never before saw
such an example of Christian love and
zeal. None are more conscious tham
these teachers of their own need of
training for their great work. Their
needs have called forth a vast literature
of lesson helps of which they eagerly
make use. This book is another help to
teacher-training. It embraces studies in
human nature, Sunday School organiza-
tion, and principles of teaching by an
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expert In these subjects. We commend it
heartily to our Sunday School teachers
everywhere. It will help to solve diffi-
culties of their work, to give both infor-
mation and inspiration as to its best
modes of succoss.

“Through Roman Spectacles.” By J.
Alexander Clapperton, M.A.,, Lon-
don: Chas. H. Kelly. Toronto: Wil-
liam Briggs.

We feel that this little volume merits
the highest praise. Christian workers
and students of the Bible will find in it
a most helpful friend because of the light
it throws on many passages that are
obscure merely because of their Roman
setting. Many who have been reading
the Bible for years will find fresh mean-
ing in some familiar passages that they
believed they fully understool. The
book is written in a condensed and fas-
cinating style, well bound and illustrated,
and in addition to the table of contents
has also a table of passages referred to
in both the Old and New Testament.

“Unto the End.” By Pansy. London :
Chas. H. Kelly. Toronto: Willlam
Briggs. Pp. 1v-320.

A new book by Pansy will be wel-
comed by many thousands of readers on
both sides of the sea. This author with-
out much literary genius, without in-
volved or sensational plot, has yet, by the
moral elevation and pronounced religious
teaching of her books, become the house-
hold friend of multitudes of readers.
Her books can unquestionably be placed
in avery Sunday School or family library,
which is more than can be said of much
of the flood of fiction which pours from
the press. This English edition of her
latest book is handsomely printed and
bound.

“ Brother Ben.” The Story of a Conse-
crated Life. By George W. King,
Ph.D,, author of *“The Moral T'ni-
verse,” etc. New York: Eaton &
Mains. Toronto: William Briggs.
Pp. 87. Price, 50 cents.

This is a sketch of a grand old Meth-
odist class-leader, a man in humble life
who was known as “ Whistling Ben.”
He won the love of Catholic and Protest-
ant, Jew and Gentile, and went home to
heaven in triumph. The popular esti-

mate of his character is expressed in
the saying, “ People who did not believe
in his religion believed in him.”

‘“Agnes Grant’s Education.” By Hope
Daring. Cincinnati: Jennings & Pye.
New York: KEaton & Mains. To-
ronto: William Briggs. Pp. 820.
Price, $1.00.

Hope Daring, a bright young writer, is
one of the contributors to our Methodist
Magazine. This is a wholesome, instruc-
tive, absorbingly interesting story. *It
not only,” says the Philadelphla Meth-
odist, “fascinates the mind, but cheers
and comforts the heart.” The story of
early school life, home life, and the story
of dawning womanhood, will enlist the
sympathy of every reader. An admira-
able book for Sunday Schools.

‘“The Price of Africa.” By S. Earl Tay-
lor. Cincinnati: Jennings & Pye.
New York: Eaton & Mains. Toronto:
William Briggs. Pp. 226. Price, 50
cents net.

In our day has been strikingly ful-

filled the Scripture, “ And Ethiopia shall
stretch out her hands unto God.” This
book records the stirring story of some
of the herolc men who have given their
lives as the costly price of Africa’s
redemption. The stories of David
Livingstone, Adolphus Good of West
Africa, Mackay of Uganda, and Cox of
Liberia, are an inspiration to consecra-
tion and zeal,

“Florrie’s Strange Guest and Other
Stories for Little Folks,” By Harry
Norton. London: Chas. H. Kelly.
Toronto : William Briggs. Pp. 96,

This is a dainty little well-illustrated
quarto with broad, clear pages, handsome
pictures and lively stories. It will
greatly interest the little folk.

“Temperate Zones.” By Willlam Cove.
Cincinnati: Jennings and Pye. To-
ronto: William Briggs. Pp. 87.
Price, 35 cents; postage, 5 cents.

This is a most pleasing little book on
such topics as Poverty and Riches, Home,
Work, Rest, Contentment, etc. Its tone
throughout is in distinct protest of the
spirit of grasping materialism. The
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literary style is excellent and the perusal
of the book will give one an uplift and
glimpse of better things.

“@od’s Goodness and Severity, or End-
less Punishment.” By Professor L.

T. Townsend, D.D, author of
“Credo,” etc. Cincinnati: Jennings
& Pye. New York: Eaton & Mains.

Toronto: Willlam Briggs. Pp. 165.
Price, 26 cents net.

This is another of the Little Books
on Doctrine of the Methodist Book Con-
cern. It treats with sympathy but faith-
fulness the solemn subject of retribution.
Its reading and study will remove some
of the difficulties felt by thoughtful minds
on this subject.

“The Little Organist of St. Jerome, and
Other Stories of Work and Ex-
perience. By Annie L. Jack. To-
ronto: Willlam Briggs. Pp. 91

These are charming stories of French

Canadian life by one who knows it well,

of blended humor and pathos. They

have borne the test of publication in

Harper's and other high-class magazines.

“ Feringhi and Other Stories of Indian
and Gipsy Life.” By Rev. A. Dum-
barton. Author of “Gipsy Life in
the Mysore Jungle,” London: Chas.
H. Kelly. Toronto: William Briggs.
Pp. xiv-205.

These are sketches of life in the
jungles of India, of perils by man-eating
tigers and other animals of prey, of suc-
cessful mission work among the Indian
gipsies.

“The Minor Prophets.” By Rev. John
Adams, B.D. Edinburgh: T. & T.
Clark. Toronto: Willlam Briggs.
Pp. 111. Price, 6d.

This is a concise but illuminating
study of some of the less known portions
of Holy Writ. It is one of the Bible
Class Primers edited by Principal Sal-
mond which contain so many admirable
aids to the knowledge of the Scriptures.

“ Notes on Bible Study.”
liam Henderson.
This is a thirty-six page monthly of
useful notes on the Sunday School les:
sons and the readings for every day in
the year. Price, 36 cents per annum,

Toronto: Wil-
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The American Institute of Sacred
Literature’'s new Quarterly Calendar con-
tains announcements of five new reading
courses for ministers in addition to the
ten already in progress in the professional
Reading Guild; a pedagogical course for
Sunday School teachers, which presents
popular work in Biblical Introduction,

. Sunday School Pedagogy, and the pastoral

side of the teacher’'s work; and a plan
for giving recognition and assistance to
Sunday Schools wishing to raise the
standard of instruction.

Adding One Hundred to a Class
Through Personal Invitation,

A year and a half ago Judge Going's
class of young ladies was formed, with
a teacher. and one pupil, as one of the
activities of the Belden Avenue Baptist
Church, of Chicago. During this brief
period it has had a remarkable growth.
The teacher, Judge Judson F. Going, and
the one pupil, decided on several distinc-
tive things as foundation principles on
which to build, and the first one was
obedience. The young lady agreed to do
anything her teacher asked her to do for
the upbuilding of the class, Then it was
decided that manners or dress of mem-
bers of the class should not be criticised,
that the good in each member should be
looked for and cultivated, and that kind-
ness should characterize one member’s
conduct toward another. With this as
the “ constitution ” of the class, the work
began in December, 1900. Teacher and
pupil began lcoking up new members not
connected with their own church. In a
few months sixty members were _enrolled,
and at the end of the first year over a
hundred had been gained. As to how
the remarkable work progressed, Judge
Going writes :

“ Our class has a somewhat remarkable
history, beginning with one pupil in De-
cember, 1900, and increasing in numbers
until to-day we have a hundred and six-
teen members enrolled. M has been re-
cruited entirely by canvassing outside the
church and Sunday School, seeking par-
ticularly to enlist the interest of young
ladies who were not attending any Bible
class regularly, The method employed
was to follow any clue which would lead
to the discovery of any young woman be-
tween eighteen and twenty-five years of
age. Having located such a one, she was
called upon and invited to join the class.
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After she became a member, the next
step was to induce her to co-operate and
do the same kind of work. One of the
most noticeable facts in connection with
this work has been that very few to
whom an invitation has been extended
have refused finally to join the class. Of
course, the manner in presenting the
work has had something to do in accom-
plishing the result. The efforts of the
original pupil and myself have always
been characterized by prayerful earnest-
ness, seeking each member, not for the
benefit of the class, but for the benefit of
the one sought. After the class passed
a membership of sixty, it was divided into
circles of seven, each with a leader,
whose duty it was to become perfectly
acquainted with the home life of her
circle, keep track of their attendance at
class, and report to me reasons for ab-
sences from the class or its functions.
The circles have just been reorganized, on
a basis of ten members to each circle.
Eight members of the class are now mem-
bers of our church,

“Every two weeks some social func-
tion, either at the home of one of the
members or at our class-rooms, is held.
Having outgrown any class-room avail-
able in our church, a building adjoining
the church, a three-story brick, stone
front, was purchased. The lower floor,
twenty-two by seventy feet, from which
the partitions have been removed, was
decorated, carpeted, and furnished, giv-
ing us an auditorium to seat a hundred
and fifty, and office, kitchen, pantry, and
bath-room. The expense of fitting up
the room has been borne by the class
treasury, to which contributions were
made by public-spirited Christian men, as
well as the members of the class. The
House Committee of the class have charge
of the rooms evenings, where music,
healthful games, books, magazines, fur-
nish a very open, pleasant evening’s en-
tertainment to the members of the class,
and a place to which prospective mem-
bers can be brought and made acquainted.
The class parlors are open also to all the
young ladies of the church.”—S., 8.
Times,

Extra School Work.

A great Sunday School in a certain
city has a savings bank, a literary
soclety, an employment bureau, and a
boys’ club, all of them week-day
auxiliaries of its work. Another has a

“Try Company " whose special mission
is to visit the poor and to relieve them.
The same school has also a young men's
society for literary and social work, and
a similar young ladies’ society, both
doing remarkable work for the commun-
ity. Many schools have flourishing tem-
perance societies. In adult Bible classes
especially very much Christian work for
each other has been carried out—the sick
visited, the poor relieved, the stranger
introduced, the workman and employer
brought together, reading of best books
promoted, bright boys and girls sent to
college, homes beautiful,, And best of
all, these very schools and classes are
doing far better than ordinary work in
Bible instruction and in soul-saving. The
outreaching movements seem to deepen
the school’s spiritual life.

Dr. Joseph Clark, General Secretary of
the Ohio Sunday School Association, as-
serts, with no chance of contradiction,
that the Sunday School is the greatest
temperance organization of the world.
Even without the specific formation of a
temperance society in the school, every
school is itself a temperance society.
Few can realize what a tremendous
agency for converting the coming genera-
tion to the support of all good causes of
social betterment is at hand in the insti-
tution of the Sunday School. In Ohio
alone there are 7,600 schools and 74,000
teachers.  Of the State’s population of
four millions, one-fifth is in the Sunday
School.  From the Sunday School there
are now coming annually into Church
membership twenty-nine thousand schol-
ars.  Dr. Clark quotes the frank words
of a saloon leader, speaking to a conven-
tion of liquor dealers, who said: * The

of our busi depends on creat-
ing an appetite for drink. We have an
open field among the boys, and there is
great need of mission work being done
with them. Nickels expended in treats
to boys return in dollars to your tills,
Above all things, create appetite.”

Dr. Clark thinks the great virtues of
self-control, sobriety, and abstinence
ought not to be presented simply once a
quarter, but every time there is a chance,
and that the principles of temperance
should be applied to all things. He be-
lieves in pledge-signing, thinking its in-
fluence like a marriage vow or the oath
of allegiance by a soldier to his country,
The Sunday Schools should be nurseries
of civic righteousness and Christian citi-
zenship.—Western Christian Advocate,
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pness. of unhealthful excitement. The “ blood-
Quality and Ches; and-thunder ” novel has no place in the
Sunday School. Sunday School papers
Does it make any d:ference what kind of  ghoyld contain something appropriate to
papers are put into the hands of Sunday  the purpose of a religious school. They
School scholars? Does it make no differ-  gy5y1q reflect the Sunday School, the
ence what kind of food is placed before  chyrch, and religion. What right has
children? Are the children to choose? unyone' to put into the school literature
Is it not the responsibility of older per- ipat does not do this? What right has
3 sons? Is bad beef to be offered them gnyone to take Church money which has
{ because it 18 lower-priced than 800d peen raised for religious purposes and use
{13 meat? What would be said of those who ¢ for the purchase of inappropriate, sen-
! present improper food when good food gational, and trashy papers when help-
can be secured at the same price? What  fy) and healthful papers may be secured?
of those who place before them poor food _g 8. Journal.
even if they could get it for nothing? il
The first thing is quality. Thought-food
should be wholesome as well as physical The school-room, located down in the
food. Sunday School papers hould not cellar, with dingy walls and broken plas-
be sensational, trashy, or suggestive of ter, is a poor drawing-card for active
crime or wrong-doing, or even of a life boys who love light and air.

—————

LESSONS AND GOLDEN TEXTS—FIRST QUARTER.

Studies in the Book of the Acts.

Lesson 1. Jan. 4. —PAUL AND SILAS AT Puiurrl. Acts Lesson 8, Feb, 22.—CHRISTIAN Love, 1 Cor. 13.

16: 22.34. S Acts 16: 16-34. Commit vs. 20-82. Commat vs. 13, (Read 1 John 4 : 7-21) GoLDEN Taxr

Acts 15 16: 40.) Goupex Texr: Acts 16: 31 1Cor, 18: 13. Now abideth faith, hope, charity, but the
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.  greatest of these is charity.

frinbicint
jan, 11, —CHRISTIAN 9, :

x 9. March 1.—PAUL AND AroLLos, Acts18: 24-19: 6.
or. 68, (Read the whole epistle Study Acts 18: 18-19: 7. Commit v, 4-0. GOLDEN

4. Rejoice in the Lord always, e, Luke 11: 18. 1f ye, then, being evi, know bow to

3. Jan, 18,—PavL ar T

. f . give T:Nd gifts unto your children, how much more

l;:.'“‘ :‘%‘s','"'g’: 1‘“" n: ord is & lamp ‘;nw ‘my feet, yo:rh i uyvenly father give the Ho‘y Spirit to them that
3 ask him

1106, Thy o
4. Jan. 25.—Pauw's COUNSEL TO THE THESSALONIANS.
1 Thess. 5: 14-28. Study vs. 1-28. Commit vs, 16-18, 10. March 8.—PauL AT Errsus. Acts 19: 1820, Stud;
Lmtud the epistle,) GoLbex Trxt: 1 Thess. 5: 21, Hold  vs 820. Commit vs. 18-20, GoupeN TExr: Acts 19: 17,
The name of the Lord Jesus was magnified.

is good.
e L PAUL AT AmiENs. Acts 17: 2034, Study 11, March 16.—Tus Riox At Erssce, Acts 19: 20-40.
e 108, Commit va. 28, 20. GoLvex Text: Acts 17:  Study va. 2141, GOLDEN Text: Psa. 51: 23. The Lord
18, He preached unto them Jesus and the resurrection.  preserveth the faithful.
6. Feb, 8, —Tue CHURCH AT CORINTH Fouspep, Acts18: 12 h 92.—Pau's M
111, Study vs, 1-17. Commit vs. 9-11. GouDEN TEXT: g !M, o S sl :"““h_” THE CE"“",“"'-
1 Cor, 8: 11, Other foundation can no man lay than that ‘gh. Geaten T tuc 3‘: h. whole chapter. ommit ve.
is laid, which is Jesus Christ. B Rl 2: 8. By grace are ye saved
7. Feb, 16, —CHRISTIAN SELP-CONTROL. (A Temperance roug! .
Lesson.) 1Cor. 8: 4-13. smd“y ‘the whole chapter, Cc.a- 13. March 20.—Review. Gouoex Texr: Matt. 28: 2.
mit vs, 8, 9. Goupes TexT: Rom, 14: 19. Let us there: Lo, 1 am with you alway, even unto the end of the
fore follow after the things which make for peace, world,

ORDER OF SERVICES—FIRST QUARTER.

Scnoon. And God, even our own God, shall bless us.

OPENING SERVICE. |
| ALL, God shall bless us ; and all the ends of the

1. SILENCR.
11 RespoNsive Sexrences. (Psa. 67.) earth shall fear him.
111, SIx@ING,

Sorsy God be merciful unto us, and bless us; | IV. Tur TeN COMMANDMENTS, OR THE Arosrues’ CREED,
|
|

Scuool. And cause his face to shine upon us. . :
Suer.  That thy way may be known upon earth, | V PravER, followed by the Lord's Prayer in concert.
thy saving health among all nations. | VL SixeiNa.
ScuooL. Let the people praise thee, 0God ; let all CLOSING SERVICE,
the peﬂph.pniu thee. “ & okt
Soer. O let the nations be glad and sing for Joy: | 1y gysponsive SexTeNcRs. (Psa. 72. 18, 10.)

Supr. Blessed be the Lorp God, d\e God of Israel,
SOHOOL. xvnl':’o lt:lnly doeth wondrous things.

Scuoow.  For thou shalt judge the people righteously, |
'l‘ suer, essed be his glorious name for ever :
|

and govern the nations upon 3
Suer. Let the people praise thee, O God ;
Scioon.  Let all the le praise thi

ee. Scioou. And let the whole earth be filled with his
Supr.  Then shall the earth yield her increase ;

glory ; Amen, and Amen,
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Tnternational Bible Ieséons.

FIRST QUARTER: STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF ACTS.

LESSON V.

Paul at Athens.

[Feb. 1.

GOLDEN TEXT. He preached unto them Jesus, and the resurrection. Acts 17. 18,

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
[Study also verses 15-21.]
Acts 17. 22-34.

22 Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars'
hill, and said, Ye men of Ath’ens, I perceive
that in all things ye are too superstitious,

23 For as I passed by, and beheld your devo-
tions, I found an altar with this inscription,
TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore
ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you.

24 God that made the world and all things
therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and
earth, Jwelleth not in temples made with hands ;

25 Neither is worshi with men’s hands, as
though he needed anything, seeing he giveth to
all life, and breath, and all things;

26 And hath made of one blood all nations of
men for to dwell on all the face of the earth,
and hath determined the times before appointed,
and the bounds of their habitation ;

27 That they should seek the Lord, if haply
they might feel after him, and find him, though
he be not far from every one of us:

28 For in him we live, and move, and have
our being; as certain also of your own poets
have said, For we are also his offspring.

[ Commit to memory verses 28, 29.]

20 Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of
God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is
like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art
and man’s device.

30 And the times of this ignorance God
winked at; but now commandeth all men every-
where to repent :

31 Because he hath appointed a day, in the
which he will judge the world in righteousness
by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof
he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he
hath raised him from the dead.

32 And when they heard of the resurrection
of the dead, some mocked : and others said, We
will hear thee again of this matter.

33 So Paul departed from among them,

34 Howbeit certain men clave unto him, and
believed : among the which was Di-o-nys’i-us the
Ar-e-op'a-gite, and a woman named Dam’a-ris,
and others with them,

AMERICAN REVISED VERSION.*

22 And Paul stood in the midst of the Areopa-
gus, and said,

Ye men of Athens, in all things I perceive
that ye are very religious. 23 For as I passed
along, and observed the objects of your worship,
I found also an altar with this inscription, To
AN UNKNOWN Gob. What therefore ye worship
in ignorance, this I set forth unto you. 24 The
God that made the world and all things therein,
he, being Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not
in temples made with hands; 25 neither is he
served by men’s hands, as though he needed any-
thing, seeing he himself giveth to all life, and.
breath, and all things; 26 and he made of one
every nation of men to dwell on all the face of
the earth, having determined their appointed sea-
sons, and the bounds of their habitation ; 27 that
they should seek God, if haply they might feel
after him and find him, though he is not far"
from each one of us: 28 for in him we live, and
move, and have our being; as certain even of
your own poets have said,

For we are also his offspring.

29 Being then the offspring of God, we ought
not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold,
or silver, or stone, graven by art and device of
man. 30 The times of ignorance therefore God
overlooked ; but now he commandeth men that
they should all everywhere repent; 31 inas-
much as he hath appointed a day in which he
will judge the world in righteousness by the
man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath
given assurance unto all men, in that he hath
raised him from the dead.

32 Now when they heard of the resurrection
of the dead, some mocked ; but others said, We
will hear thee concerning this yet again. 33
Thus Paul went out from among them. 34 But
certain men clave unto him, and believed ; among
whom also was Dionysius the Areopagite, and a
woman named Damaris, and others with them.

s; ':l.'hn American Revision, copyright 1001, by Thomas Nelsn &
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Time.—A. D, 52. Place.—Mars' Hill, the
meeting place of the council of Athens.

Home Readings.
M. Something new. Acts 17, 13-21.
T'u. Paul at Athens. Acts 17, 22-34,
W. Ignorant worship. Psa. 50, 1-16.
Th. Incomparable, Isa, 40, 18-26.
I". 'The great Creator. Rom. 1. 16-25.
8. Judgment by Christ. 2 Thess. 1, 1-12.
L. Jesus and the Resurrection. John 5. 24-30.

Lesson Hytans,

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 1.
Before Jehovah's awful throne,
Ye nations bow with sacred joy ;
Know that the Lord is God alone,
He can croate, and he destroy.

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 188,
Am I a soldier of the cross,
A follower of the Lamb,
And shall I fear to own his cause,
Or blush to speak his name?
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 138.
My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness ;

I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.

Questions for Senior Scholars.

What led to Paul's address in Athens? Where
«wand how did he speak? With what compliment
did he begin? (Revised Version.) What had he
observed in a public place? What doctrine does
he set forth? How does Paul emphasize the
brotherhood of man? Why should all men seek
the Lord? In what sense is God not far from
each of us? Was it right for Paul to study and
quote a pagan poet? How did the pagan poet
know that we are the offspring of God? Has
God's Spirit often worked beyond the bounds of
Judaism and Christianity? When is the time
of repentance? What does Paul teach concern-
ing the judgment day? Who will be the Judge?
Who will be judged? What is God's pledge of
this? What was the effect of Paul's argument
on his audience? What did Paul do? Were

there any converts?
Questions for

1. False Religion (v. 22, 23).—Who invited
Paul to speak? (v. 18.) Where was the address
made? What did he say of the Athenians?
What inscription had he noticed? What did he

propose to tell them?

2. The True God (v. 24-29).—Why did Paul
say God could not dwell in temples? What does

diate Schol
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God not need? What part of heathen worship
was thus condemned? What does God give to
all? What is said of the human race? What
has God done for the nations of the earth?
What does God desire that men should do? Give
the idea quoted from a Greek poet. To what
conclusion does it lead?

8. The Judge of All Men (v. 30, 31) —What
did God do when men were ignorant of him?
What command from God did Paul give? What
day is appointed? Who is to be the Judge?
How will he judge? What assurance of these
truths is given?

4. The Effect of the Sermon (v. 32-34).—
How did some receive the statement of the resur-
rection? What did some others do? What did
Paul do? Who went with him?

Questions for Younger Scholars.

Where did Paul go from Berea? What was
Athens called? The most beautiful city in the
world. What made it beautiful? [Its marble
temples, statues, and altars. Why did these
make Paul sad? Because they were for idol
worship. What kind of people were the Athe-
nians? What did they ask Paul to do? Where
did he preach? What was Mars' Hill some-
times called? Areopagus. What did Paul talk
about? What did he say that Jesus came for?
What did he say of all nations of men? What
did he quote from one of their poets? Who did
he say would judge the world? What turned
the Athenians against Paul? Did any believe
in Jesus? What were their names?

The Lesson Catechism.
(For the entire school.)

1. At what place in Athens did Paul preach
the Gospel? Mars' Hill. 2. Whom did Paul
declare unto the Athenians? THE UNKNOWN
Gop whom they worshiped. 3. What relation
do we bear to God? “We are his offspring.”
4. What does the Lord command all men every-
where to do? To repent. 5., What is our
GoLpEN TexT? “He preached,” etc,

The Church Catechism.

11, What are the works of God? The works
of God are the exercise of his glorious attributes,
ook 1t jon, providence, and redempti

Romans 11. 36. For of him, and through him,
and to him, are all things : to whom be glory for
ever. Amen.
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worship

Rt THE LESSON OUTLINE, S
] .wh.g The Fatherhood of God,
e earth? 1. Gob 18 THE CREATOR, I11. Gon's CHILDREN NEED Him, %
o? Give b He giveth to all life, and breath, and all In him we live, and move, and have our being,
To what things. v. 25, v. 28, «
In whose hand is the soul of every living My heart and my flesh crieth out for the
—What [ thing. Job 12, 10, living God. Psa. 84, 2. . a8
of h'lm'? b4 Of him, and through him, and to him, are All my springs are in thee, Psa. 87, 7. v
! What all things. Rom. 11, 36, IV. Gop I8 2 Spig.
® Judge? o Y.. Goo Longs ¥or His CHILDREN, We ought not to think that the Godheud is
of these i If haply they might feel after him, and find like unto man's dovice. v. 29,
4 ¥ him, v. 27, Shall a man make gods unto himself, and
32-34) — J If thou seek him, he will be found of thee. they are no gods. Jer, 16, 20, j
the resur- 1 Chron. 28, 9. They that worship Him must worship him
What did He careth for you. 1 Pet. 5, 7. in spirit and in truth, John 4, 24,
5 EXPLANATORY NOTES.
Vhat was g
ty in the When the Jews of Thessalonica stirred up opposition in Berea the Christians hastened Paul away. and
s marble ] he journeyed far southward, to Athens, where he waited for Silas and Timothy, The * Additional Study |
did these Verses " tell us that while he waited “* his spirit was stirred in him (Revision: was indignant] when he
for idot saw the city wholly given to idolatry [ZRevision: full of idols)”. Athens at this time contained over three
the Athe- thousand public statues, and the images withii the walls of private houses were countless. Most of these
? Where were of gods, demigods, and heroes to be worshiped. ** In one street before every house was a bust of the
[ill some- god Hermes. Another street was lined with tripods inscribed to deities, Every street, square, purlieu,
Paul talk gateway, and porch had its sanctuary or protecting god, and un anclent poet bitterly remarked that it was
rame for? easier in Athens to find gods than men.” Nevertheless, Athens was the center of the world’s best thought
1? What and taste. It wis the eye of Greece, ‘* the city of the violet crown,” the truest embodi of the msth
Who did feeling of the classic age. Near its center rosea low, rocky hill, the Acropolis or Citadel, which was crowned
at turned with a matchless temple of the goddess Athene (the Parthenon). To the northwest of this lay the Market
1y believe (the Agora), on the western side of which was the Painted Portico (Stoa Pacile), so called from its walls
being adorned with pictures of the battle of Marathon. Under this portico the Stoic philosophers held their
disputations, and from this they derived their name. South of the Market rose the Hill of Mars (the Areop-
5 agus), where the great Court had assembled 8o long that it had at length come to be known by the name of
> the bill. In Athens, Paul at once began to proclaim Christ. His labors were divided between the syna-
gogue, where he ** disputed ”’ with Jews and proselytes, and the Market, where, like a Christian Socrates, he |
ul preach reasoned with all that met him. At this time the philosophic intellects of the Western world were divided
did Paul b twc rival schools—the Epi and the Stoies. To both of these schools Paul, with his ** good
UNKNOWN news " of Jesus and the resurrection, was a y ; 80 ‘‘they brought him unto the Areopagus,” that he
t relation might there more formally exp d his “ new doctrine.” His exposition and its results are given in our
offspring.” s lesson.
nen every-
at is our i Verse 22, Paul stood in the midst of Mars’ the moral character of actions is to be judged
Hill [“the Areopagus”]. Whether Paul was by their results, and Pleasure seems to be the
brought before the Court, which, as we have test of Right; from the other standpoint the
seen, was itself also called “the Areopagus,” or character of actions is to be sought only in the
was merely invited to its meeting place, as offer- actions themselves, which seem to be governed
The works ing better i for profound di i by natural law. The highest representatives of
b than the crowded Market which it overlooked, is  these ient schools of phil by were noble ' |
o not made plain. The men of Athens whom he men, but both systems made possible the jus-
emption. dd! d were rep ives of two ing tification of gross abuses by sordid minds. Hu-
rough him, principles in dealing with moral questions; and man thought unassisted by divine revelation
o glory for it may broadly be said that nearly all thinkers inevitably tends to moral extremes and extrava-

have tended to range themselves on the Stoic or gances. Paul had come to Athens with a better
on the Epicurean side. Frow one point of view recipe for happiness than Epicurns had
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dreamed of and a nobler scheme for conduct
than the most virtuous Stoics had framed. 1
perceive that in all things ye arc too supersti-
tious [“very religious"]. “Hxceptionally divin-
ty-fearing.”  Their propensity to revere the
beautiful Paul regards as commendable, but, as
he preuoml_\' shows, it was sadly misdirected.
23. As | passed by [“passed along”], and
beheld your devotions [“and observed the objects
of your worship™] I found [“also”] an altar
_with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN
GOD |*To AN UNKNOWN Gon™]. There were
. UM several such altars in Athens. They seem to
i have had their origin in a solicitude lest in the
| multitude of superhuman Powers some one had
| been overlooked. Whom therefore ye ignorantly
worship, him declare I unto you [*“What there-
H o fore ye worship in ignorance, this I set forth
il  unto you"l. Dr. Hackett thus paraphrases
Paul's words: “You are correct in acknowledg-
ing a Divine Existence, beyond any which the
ordinary rites of your worship recognize, There
is such an Existence; you are correct in con-
fessing that this Being is unknown to you: but
you have no just conceptions of his nature and
perfections.”

24. [“The"] God that made the world and
all things therein. This harmonizes with the
timid popular apprehension of an Unknown God
in the background, and also with the philosophic
conclusion of the Stoics that a Supreme Being
permeated and vivified all creation. Seeing that
he is [“he, being"] Lord of heaven and earth,
dwelleth not in temples made with hands. The
Governor of the universe cannot be confined to
shrines, “Gods in temples must be less than
the places in which they were contained.”

25. Neither is worshiped with [“neither is he
served by"] men's hands, as though he needed
anything. The current pagan notion of obla-
tions and offerings was that the gods needed
human service and gifts; the Hebrew concep-
tion of an atoning sacrifice was not shared by
the Greeks and Romans. He [“himself"] giveth
to all life, and breath, and all things, The true
worshiper can say, like the psalmist, “All my
springs are in Thee.”

26. Hath made of one blood all nations of

_ men for [*he made of one every nation of men"]
o duell on all the face of the earth. The human
race is one. and God is one, therefore worship
should everywhere be essentially the same. De-
termined the times before appointed [“having
determined their appointed seasons”], and the
bounds of their habitation. “God has determined
. the dwelling of each nation of men according to
. both its duration of time and its extension in

PGSR RIS N e At
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space. They run their courses in a development
divinely ordered.”—Meyer.

27. For what purpose were men ereated, and
families, tribes, and nations developed?  For
what purpose has God's providence surrounded
and guided the several nations in their varying
circumstances? T'hat they should seck the Lord
[“God"]) if haply they might feel after him, and
find him. So Tennyson sings :

“I stretch lame hands of faith, and grope
And gather dust and chaff, and call
To what I feel is Lord of all.”

This assumes what our Saviour directly said,
“God is a Spirit; and they that worship him
must worship him in spirit and in truth.”! “God
is the Author, the Governor, and the dnd of the
world's history; it is from God, through God,
and to God.”"—Meyer. Though he be [“is"] not
far from every [“each”] one of ws. Karnest
sockers of God, even though in the dark, shall
cortainly find him.

“Speak to Him, he is near thee, and Spirit with
spirit will meet.

Closer is he than breathing, and nearer than
hands and feet.”

28, Ilere Panl quotes from Aratus, a poet of
his own province, Cilicia ; Cleanthes had uttered
a similar sentiment. e

29, Forasmuch then as 1we are [“Being
then”1 the offspring of God, we ought not to
think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or sil-
ver, or stone, graven by art and man's device
[“device of man™]. If without God we cannot
have life, or motion, or existence, Divinity must
be very different from what Athens assumed it
to be. Gold and silver and stone are inanimate
servants of humanity, If bumanity is to serve
(iod, God must be in proportion greater.

80. The times of this [omit “this"] igno-
rance [“therefore”] God winked at [“over-
looked"1; but now [“he”] commandeth all [omit
“all”] men everywhere to repent [“that they
should all everywhere repent”]. The phrase
wwinked at” is unfortunate. It means rather
“overlooked” or “passed by.” It would have
been unjust to judge the earnest idolatry of de-
vout but ignorant heathen according to rules
which apply to those who have been trained in
COhristianity.

31. Because [“inasmuch as"1 he hath ap-
pointed a day, in the [omit “the"] which he will
judge the world in righteousness. The new rev-
elation of God's person and God's grace makes
spiritual worship a manifest duty ; and God him-
self will insist on men performing this duty, and
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will bring each separate soul into judgment.
By that |“the”) man whom he hath ordained.
We have here in condensed form an argument
which evidently Paul delivered with sufficient
amplification. Whereof he hath given assurance
unto all men, in that he hath raised him from
the dead. 'This, like the last clause, is to he
regarded as the utmost condensation of a full
statement of the life and death and resurrection
of the Lord, with their consequences to the
human race.

32. When they heard of the resurrection of
the dead. As implied in the resurrection of
Christ just spoken of. Doubtless this was also
fully explained in detail. Some mocked: and
[“but”] others said, We will hear thee again of
this matter [“hear thee concerning this yet
again”]. It is supposable that the Epicureans
were the laughers and mockers, and the Stoics
the procrastinators,

33. So Paul departed from among them.
“Thus Paul went out from among them.” At
the first glance the Gospel opportunities of
Athens seemed to have gone,

84, Howbeit. “But.” Certain men clave

HOMILETICAL AND

1. ST. PAUL AT THE UNIVERSITY CITY OF ATHENS,

Paul came to Athens by sea, landed at the
Athenian seaport, the Pirmus, then walked along
the new road, called Hamaxitos, into the city.
Along this road altars and statues were erected,
He pushed his way through the innumerable
booths of olive, fruit, and fish dealers which
clustered round the entrance to the city, and,
after passing the temple of Theseus, entered the
Agora, This beautiful public square presented
to him on every hand frescoed porticoes, sculp-
tured col and ificent architecture,
In the Agora he met a mixed crowd of
people—citizens, slaves, strangers of many
nationalities. He remained in this cultured
city about six weeks. He spent his time
observing, listening, r ing in the sy 3
disputing after the Socratic method with any
and all comers in the Agora. He undoubtedly
appreciated the wonderful advantages to be ob-
tained at this great center of culture. The uni-
versity of Athens could proudly point to philoso-
phers such as Socrates, Plato, Aristotle. Paul
was shocked, indignant, and at last boiled over
because he observed that “the city was full of
idols.” The remarkable history, beautiful sur-
roundings, skill of the Athenian dialecticians
would have deterred most men from engaging in
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unto him, and believed. 'This meeting on Mars'
Hill was productive of more definite advantage
to the Christian cause than all the discussions in
the sy . Dionysius the Arcopagi One
of the judges of the Court of the Arxeopagus,
“Humanly speaking, his conversion must have
been an acquisition of great importance to Chrig-
tianity.” Legends say that he became the first
bishop of Athens, and later a Christian martyr,
A woman named Damaris, Yegends make her
the wife of Dionysius. Othexs with them. The
nucleus of a church,

Concerning the furrther labors of the apostle at
Athens and how long he stayed we are not in-
formed. “It is a serious and instructive fact
that the mercantile population of Thessalonica
and Corinth received the message of God with
greater readiness than the highly educated and
polished Athenians. Two letters to the Thes-
salonians and two to the Corinthians remain to
attest the flourishing state of those churches,
But we possess no letter written by St. Paul to
the Athenians; and we do not read that he was
ever in Athens again.”—Hows. Fine culture
is not always a religious help.

PRACTICAL NOTES.

public debate. Not so with Paul; he was con-
vinced religiously of the certitude of his knowl-
edge of God, and therefore spoke out boldly and
gave excellent reasons for his convictions. There
are those of modern times who keep silence, and
will not debate religious questions. It may be
that the deep, vital truth of religion is not in
their hearts. Paul knew he was right, and that
the culture of the university town was shallow,
leaving the people in ignorance concerning that
which was essential to man’s well-being, namely,
knowledge of God.

IL. PAUL'S ANTAGONISM TO GREEK ART.

Paul speaks against the use made of art. He
undoubtedly had an eye for the beautiful, the
inner msthetic sense of appreciation for architec-
ture, statuary, painting. Tt has been said that
Paul had no soul for art, that he was rude, un-
cultured, undeveloped on this side of his being.
We must, however, remember that his moral
sense was shocked by the idolatry witnessed at
temple, altar, shrine. The Athenians had skill-
fully and artistically fashioned marble and pre-
cious .metals to portray supernatural beings.
They had produced what Paul characterized as
“a work of human art and imagination.” His

Hebrew-Christian conscience was offended by the

Ze
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low concept which the Greeks had of God, “to
think the divine nature is like gold, or silver, or
stone.” Christianity is not opposed to art as a
means of culture. It is against that use of art
which enthralls man and holds him in the grip
of the sensuous image, thus preventing personal
spiritual communion and fellowship with God.

111, CHRISTIANITY AND PHILOSOPHY.
Paul's utterances in the Agora brought upon
him the contempt of the Epicurean and Stoic
philosophers. They used a slang expression of
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tion to the feast of words, and hurried to the
theater to judge as critics the choice of images,
and refinement of the style, and all the harmony
of balanced periods.” They were quite as eager
to make smart criticisms as to listen to the ad-
dress. These were like some modern hearers of
the word—the good word of life does not take
deep root in their souls, it touches only the
intellectual side of their natures.

V. CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHY.
Paul adapted his speech to the auditors. He

Athens calling the apostle a sper g

who had but little bits of learning, gathered here
and there, ized, hil hical
Paul knew that Stoicism failed to provide a
practical ethic for real conditions of life, that the
Stoic virtuous man wasa myth; and that con-
formity to nature became an impossible task.
Epicureanism, substituting happiness for virtue
as the summum bonum, equally failed to lift man
from the beastly degradation of natural and
fleshly lusts. He pointed out to them the weak-
. ness of their philosophies, neither of them in-
cluding the Deity as a knowable person able to
belp man in his struggle with sin.

The arrogance, pride of knowledge, self-
righteousness of these philosophers so aroused
the apostle that he gave them a very comprehen-
sive theory of knowledge, including in his affir-
mations the supernatural as well as the natural
world. He told them the “good news about
Christ and the resurrection.” We learn from
Paul's epistles to the Corinthians that the Greek
mind idered this phil hical, foolish,
“the preaching of the cross, unto the Greeks
foolishness.”

unsy

IV. ST. PAUL AND THE PHILOSOPITERS,

When Paul was taken before the council of
the Areopagus he was prepared to answer con-
cerning his doctrine. In verse 21 we learn con-
cerning the crowd of Athenians and resident
strangers who formed the audience that they
were interested only in saying or hearing some-
thing new and smart. Luke does not here de-
geribe the Athenian people in general, but the
particular circle of auditors who had followed
the apostle to the hill. The philosophers desired
a test as to the character and nature of his
teachings, but the crowd were newsmongers car-
ing little one way or the other for anything ex-
cept the pleasure or amusement of the debate.
“The people commonly were nothing loath to
hear ; they streamed as to a popular preacher in
our own day, or to an actor starring in provin-
cial towns. The epicures accepted the invita-

« is them for their religious and devout
attitude toward the supernatural. He is ‘not
overawed by their learning, and yet comes to
them with a positive declaration of good news—
knowledge of God. When the apostle spoke to
the Greeks they had reached that stage of knowl-
edge which somewhat resembled the position
occupied in our own day by the positivist philos-
ophers—quite willing to affirm knowledge of the
material universe, but agnostic concerning the
supernatural world. Paul calls their attention
to their ignorance when he says, “As I was
going through your city and surveying the monu-
ments of your worship I found also an altar
with the inscription To THE UNKNOWN Gon.”

The great good and characteristic mark of the
Christian system as against Greek philosophy is
found in this discourse. Paul has a conviction
—knowledge of the supernatural reality obtained
by immediate personal contact with God. He
affirms that God is known to him, and then pro-
ceeds to tell what he is and what he has done
and now is doing in the real world. The world’s
wisdom needed at that time just guch divine
wisdom as announced by Paul. In the midst of
our material life, education of the brawn and
brain, commercial activity and increasing wealth,
every Christian teacher needs and must have
this same conviction of the known God. Not a
dialectic about God, but a stromg, clear declara-
tion of positive knowledge of the one true God.
Science needs to learn that the man with a re-
ligious conviction of the personality of the Deity
cannot by a sneer be disposed of, nor by arro-
gant pride of intellect be brushed aside. He
must be reckoned with. His evidence is a part
of the real world, and must be accounted for.

Paul's address furnishes us with a sound
theism (verses 24, 25) : a world-wide principle
of true brotherhood, hence a correct anthropology
(verses 20-20) ; and at the close of his discourse
a Christology essential to the salvation of the
world. Man is the offspring of God, kin of God;
all men are brothers, being children of the one
Father.
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PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS,

1. The culture of the world is barren without
Christ.

2. Msthetic sense may be supersensuous and
refined, but let us not make the mistake of call-
ing it supernatural or divine.

3. A system of philosophy which gives us no
answer concerning another world than the
sense world is a hindrance to Christian experi-
ence,

4. A university town ignorant of God is a
bane and not a blessing to any ity.

5. Better have an open mind than belong to
the critical set. Critics of the Bible, of theol-
ogy, of the Church, are like the news-gatherers
of Athens.

G. Every sermon, every lesson, should have
something in it helpful to man's eternal salva-
tion,

Prismatic Lights on the Lesson.
BY BISHOP WARREN,
PAUL ON MARS' HILL,

Of all instances where one man has met a
crowd, and flooded its horizons and dome with
a sunshine of great ideas, this has the pre-
eminence, except similar instances in the great
speech of Christ. The fiery periods of De-
mosthenes on the opposite Pnyx, on matters
of mere national concern, were baby babblings
compared to the infinite sweep and everlasting
importance of the speech of the man on Mars'
JEIIN

The lone wanderer of a despised race speaks
with courtesy of their being of a religious na-
ture (verse 22), and unfolds to proud philoso-
phers more lofty truths than they ever dreamed.

What did he say?

1. He represented the world and all things
of the universe as an open book of God's
thought and an expression of his power (verse
24) ; the flowers of earth are his thought jewels,
and the sparkling stars are his name writ
large. No true man can look anywhere in
nature without seeing God immanent.

2. He declared God's unity, The myriads
of humanly imagined gods by a vast generaliza-
tion become one. It was a leap of thought no
man had ever attempted.

3. He showed God's relation to men, Crea-
tor, Giver of life and all things, providential
Determinator of the continental habitations : and
the end and purpose of all this manifestation
and care is that men might seek, know, and
love him (verse 25-27).

4. God's nearness, “Nearer than breathing,
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nearer than hands and feet” (verse 28). We
are his offspring.

5. The motive for high thinking and living is
the fact of a future accounting (verse 31). It
is proved by the resurrection of the sample Man,

6. The result: (a) Some joked. They were
too small to do anything else. (b) Some be-
lieved. They were large enough to fit the
thought (verses 82-34).

To the Teacher: 1t is well to give out these
several points to individuals on the previous
Sunday, that the pupils may think them over
and grow to a possibility of perceiving them.

Thoughts for Young People.
PAUL AT ATHENS,

1. What Paul saw at Athens, A city full of
idols, but the most civilized, best educated, most
artistic, and most intellectual city Paul had ever
seen—the city of Socrates, and Plato, and Peri-
cles, and Demosthenes—and idols. Paul saw at
Athens the absolute need of a divine revelation.
He saw that the highest intellectual training is
no security against utter darkness in religion.
He saw that the highest excellence in material
arts is no preservative against the grossest su-
perstition,

2. What Paul felt at Athens. He was stirred
with holy compassion. It moved his heart to
see 80 many myriads perishing for lack of knowl-
edge, without God, without Christ, having no
hope, traveling in the broad road which leadeth
to destruction. He was stirred with holy sor-
row. He was stirred with holy indignation
against sin and the devil. He was stirred with
holy zeal for his Master's glory. These feelings
which stirred the apostle are a leading character-
istic of men born of the Spirit,

3. What Paul might have done at Athens,
He might have reasoned with himself that he
stood alone, that he was a Jew by birth, that he
was a stranger in a strange land, that he had to
oppose the rooted prejudices and associations of
learned men, that to attack the old religion of
a whole city was to beard the lion in his den,
that the doctrines of the Gospel were little likely
to be effective on minds steeped in Greek philos-
ophy.

4. What Paul did at Athens. None of these
thoughts seem to have crossed the apostle’s
mind. He saw souls perishing, he felt that life
was short and time passing away, he had con-
fidence in the power of his Master’s message to
meet every man's soul, he had received mercy
himself, and knew not how to hold his peace,
He acted at once, and what his hand found to
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do he did with his might. From St. Paul's be-
havior at Athens we learn (1) that the grand
subject of our teaching in every place ought to
Ye Jesus Christ; (2) that we must never be
afraid to stand alone and be solitary witnesses
for Christ; (3) that we must boldly assert the
supernatural element as an essential part of the
Christian religion; (4) if we preach the Gospel
we may preach with perfect confidence that it
will do good. [Ryle.]

‘Teaching Hints for Int diate Classes.
BY REV. A, H, MC KINNEY,
NOTE.

We will use during this month the study and
teaching outline adopted for this quarter,
namely :

SURROUNDINGS.
INTRODUCTION,
LESSON TEXT.
APPLICATION,
STUDY IN ADVANCE.

SURROUNDINGS.
Time. A.D. 52, probably in November.
Place. Athens. Explain the meaning of the
word, and describe the greatness of the city.
Question the pupils concerning what they have
learned about the Athenians and their worship.
Person. Paul. Note what had become of
Silas, Timothy, and Luke. (See Acts 17.
1, 14.)
INTRODUCTION.
Bring to the class a picture of an altar or a
model of one, which may be made of pasteboard
- or of wood. Hold it up to gain the attention of
the pupils, and arouse their interest in it by
asking questions concerning it, or, better still,
if possible get the members of the class to ask
questions about it. When all are interested say,
Now let us turn to our

LESSON TEXT,
and see what it has to tell us about an altar.
The lesson may be taught under three chief
headings :

1. An Altar's Inscription, Ask: In what city
was this altar? In what part of the city?
Show a picture of the Areopagus (see Revised
Version) and tell why it was so called. What
was the inscription on the altar? Why was it
put there? Have some one read aloud verse 22
in the Revised Version.

2. A Sermon Thercon, Have the pupils take
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their pads, and as the teacher dictates have
them print the following outline of the sermon :

GOD

1S LORD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH.
MADE ALL THINGS.

GOVERNS ALL THINGS.

GIVES LIFE TO ALL.

DOES NOT DWELL IN TEMPLES.
IS NOT MATERIAL.

IS NEAR TO ALL.

COMMANDS ALL TO REPENT.
WILL JUDGE THE WORLD.

As these various points are printed question
the pupils to ascertain what is not clearly under-
stood by them, and give all necessary explana-
tions.

8. The Result. What did some of Paul's
hearers do? What did some of them say? What
did Paul do? Who followed Paul? Why?

APPLICATION,

Unless the teacher has clearly outlined in his
mind just what application he intends to make
he will find it extremely difficult to leave a last-
ing impression on the pupils’ minds as the result
of the study of this lesson. The crystallizing of
his thought so that he will impress his pupils
will depend mainly on three things: (1) Ilis
knowledge of this lesson text in its various bear-

ings; (2) his knowledge of the spiritual condi- -

tions of the pupils; (3) his personal knowledge
of God. Reading, hearsay, or theory will be of
little avail here.

Ask: What do men worship to-day? How do
they worship? Why do they worship? As the
various answers are given comment on them and
use them to lead up to these questions: Whom
should men worship? How should they worship?
Have some one read aloud John 4. 24, and ex-
plain its meaning. The teacher has here a golden
opportunity to teach a much-needed lesson on
true reverence and spiritual worship.

Finally have all print this prayer:

LORD, HELP ME TO

WORSHIP THEE

IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH

STUDY IN ADVANCE.

Ask each pupil to write out during the week a
short description of the city of Corinth as it was
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in the year A, D. 53, with especial reference
to the moral and religious condition of the in-
habitants thereof.

Review words “Athens” and “Worship,”

By Way of Illustration.
BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM,

The Athenians were very religious, Verses 22,
23. The craze for idols was so great that the
city was filled with them. 8o in India to-day.
In the Hindu pantheon there are three hundred
and thirty-three million gods, there being this
vast number so that by no possible means they
should miss of bringing their whole life under
the power and protection of some deity, When
they visit the temple of their particular god,
Vishnu, they will first offer their rice or oblation
of flowers, and then turn to every point of the
compass and scatter rice and flowers. This is
for all the other gods. Buddhism, which was
inaugurated as a protest against idolatry, has
become the most idolatrous of them all. You
may sail down a river for seven hundred miles
in India and never lose sight of idol shrines,

Paul’s point of contact was the altar. Jesus
went to the people at their point of contact, and
though a ecarpenter he never drew a figure from
his own calling, but always from theirs. When
he fed them he talked to them about the bread of
life,.  When he had asked the Samaritan woman
for a drink he told her about the water of life,
When one of their townspeople had given all
that he possessed for a famous pearl Jesus
talked to them about the “pearl of great price,”

The Salvation Army seeks and finds the de-
graded wretches of the slums not through a
map of Palestine, nor through the Catechism,
but theotigh that which is common to their ex-
perience—noise and racket, the bass drum and
the brass horn. The successful missionary is
one who, like Paul, draws his text from an
object of common interest,—Patterson Dubois.

“He hath made of one blood all nations of
men.”  One of the common errors of the heathen
growing out of their polytheism was tha# the
human family was not one but many, the differ-
ent branches of which sprung from different
gods. The Greeks would on no account admit
that the barbarian was of the same stock and
blood as themselves. So neither will the high-
caste Hindu admit that people not born Hindus
are of the same blood as themselves, and even
the high-caste deny equality of blood to the low-
caste man. So the Chinese of to-day regard all
other people as “foreign devils,” not simply as
people belonging to foreign countries, but as be-
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ing of devilish origin, just as they pride them-
selves upon being of celestial origin. But Paul
sets them right. God is the universal Father;
all men are brethren,

“I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the
Barbarians.” Paul in saying this recognized his
obligation to the cultured and intelligent men of
his day. In our cities and towns the “Greeks”
form a large percentage of nonchurchgoers, and
their children are infrequent attendants at Sun-
day school. They therefore stand in sore need
of the Gospel. Many a young woman will go
down into the slums of a Sunday afternoon and
teach in a mission school who would not think
of trying to gather together the children of the
“Greeks" moving in her own social circle who
suffer as much from neglect as do the street
Arabs in a mission district. Paul recognized his
debt to society as well as to the slums.—Edward
Sampson Tead.

Heart Talks on the Lesson.
BY MRS, J. H. KNOWLES,

Athens was beautiful. Art for the eye, music
for the ear, books for the intellect, luxury for
the body, culture to the full gratification of the
physical or wsthetic sense, distinguished its so-
cial life, But it was equally distinguished for
unscrupulous self-indulgence and wicked
Yet Athens was very “religious.”” Exquisite
images, wrought in perfection of art, stood before
every house, and in the public gardens. Worship
did not interfere with pleasure, nor pleasure
with worship. They were blended in a way most

tisfactory to the devot of both—a thing
quite possible in Christian Canada, where we
smile at Athenian superstition, while we our-
selves worship many heart idols, and very often
accommodate the worship of God to our selfish
pursuit of pleasure. How, do you ask? Well,
in the essential spirit of it, was the Athenian
idolatry worse than ours, when we “say our
prayers,” go to church as a matter of duty, or
because the music satisfies the msthetic sense,
and spend the rest of the Lord’s Day, and every
other day in the week, solely for our own ambi-
tions and pleasures? It may be well to consider
whether such heartless worship from us i% not
less pleasing to God even than that of the
Athenians ; for we have heard, as they had not,
that “God is a Spirit, and they that worship
him must worship him in spirit and in truth.”
Do you ever think how alike are human hearts
the world over? These Athenians are our
brothers. The wretched fakir sitting by the

roadside in India, holding up his arm for twenty




years until it is hopelessly stiffened, to please
his god; that poor Japanese woman digging a
well with her hands, or that other one pathetic-
ally holding before an image the garment of her
dead baby; or those Chinese scattering bits of
paper in the wind so that the departed spirit
of a friend may pay its way into some unseen
world—all the tired pilgrims and weary wor-
shipers at many shrines in many lands—are our
brothers and sisters, of one heart and one desire
with us, who seek to ease our pain or satisfy
our longings with anything less than God him-
gelf. They worship an “unknown” God—so do
we. Vainly seeking in penance, pilgrimage, and
gacrifice, they need to have revealed to them
“Him whom they ignorantly worship." For com-
fort in sorrow, for help in distress, for strength
to live, we, in this land of Bibles and religious
teaching, need the same revelation. It is an
“unknown” God whom many professing Chris-
tians ignorantly worship. To have him *‘de-
clared,” or made real, is the one great need of
humanity. If all could see him in the face of
Jesns Christ, the compassionate, loving, forgiv-
ing, righteous God, earth’s moans of pain would
be turned to preans of joy, and tears would be
wiped away.

A missionary was talking to a number of
Chinese one day about the one true God. A
man in the crowd called out gsomewhat impa-
tiently, “O yes, we know that; we believe there
is one great God above all gods. But will you
tell us how we can get access to him?’ This
is the cry of the heart: “O that I knew where
1 might find Him!" “Show us the Father and
it sufficeth us.” You will never be happy while
you worship an unknown God. You will be su-
premely happy when you know the true God,
and help others to know him too.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Make the story picturesque ; make the sermon
emphatic. .. .Study what Paul saw, felt, and did
at Athens. (See Tmoveurs ¥or YoUNG Pro-
PLE.) . ...Religion as represented by the unin-
formed worshipers at Athens contrasted with
revelation as represented by Paul. .. .An analy-
sis of Paul's sermon: 1. Paul declared to the
Athenians the unknown God in his relation to
nature. He is the creator of the universe. He
made the world in relation to its matter not only,
but also its laws. Having created the world, he
is still present in it as its sovereign ruler and
director. From this we are to learn two les-
sons : that God dwells not in temples made with
hands, and he does not need anything from men's
gervice, 2. The unknown God in relation to
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man. Paul begins by again affirming that God
made man. He proclaimed the unity of the
human race. Having made men, the Divine Be-
ing continues to rule them. He did not heart-
lessly fling them upon the world to be the sport
of chance, but determined the times before ap-
pointed and the bounds of their habitation. The
apostle announces a nearer relation still: he
declares God to be the Father of all men. “We
are also his offspring.” Since God is every-
where, we move, speak, act, think in God; we
work, we rest, we eat, we drink, we speak in
God. Even if we forget God and cease to com-
mune with him his eye is always upon us. And
all that we are and have and do is encompassed
by him. This fact contains all the blessedness
of heaven ; it has its awful sides also. One can-
not sin except in the presence of God. One can-
not turn away from God except to meet God.
Turn away from his love only to meet him in
his displeasure, Turn then in penitence and you
will meet him forgiving you.

Blackboard.

BY THOMAS G. ROGERS.

Among their “gods many and lords many” the
Athenians yet failed to find the one true Lord
of heaven and earth, and raised in dumb tribute
to his power an altar “to the Unknown God.”
1t was to Paul a pathetic appeal for knowledge
of the One whom he knew to be the Creator and
Father of all, and using the inscription for his
text he preached a sermon on the existence and
nature of God and of his dealings with mankind.
There are multitudes in our own day and land
who rear the conventional altar of respect to
One who is to them an unknown God. The
transient realities of earth are more real to them
than God himself, and he remains unknown and
unloved. A Christian’s obligation is to declare
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rather than convince, for some will scorn and
some will embrace the truth.

Coloring.—Clouds, bluish white ; light, yellow ;
altar, white and gray; words, deep blue and

~ orange in groups.

Library References.
BY REV. 8. G. AYRES,

PAUL AT ATHENS.—Alexander, St. Paul at
Athens, Davies, St. Paul in Greece, Ramsay,
Nt. Paul the Traveler. The various Lives of
St. Paul.

ATHENS.—Dyer, T. I, Ancient Athens,
Smith, Glimpses of Greck Life and Scenery.
‘I'he histories of Greece,

Aratus,—Farrar, Life of Paul, page 308.
Lewin, Life and Epistles of Paul, vol. i. Perry,
History of Greek Literature, pages T73-774. Me-
Clintock and Strong, Cyclopedia,

DIONYSIUS THE AREOPAGITE.—Contemporary
Review, May, 1867. Neander, Church History,
vol. iii, pages 169, 466. Gloag, Commentary on
Acts, chap. 17, 34. The Bible dictionaries.
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Verse 22.—Homiletic Monthly, vol. viii, page
249.  Preachers’ Magazine, 1805, page 125.
Verse 23.—Homiletic Monthly, vol. vii, page
249. Fiske, Baccalaureate Addresses, page 1.
Verse 24.—The Metropolitan Pulpit, vol. ii,
page 372, Verse 26.—Barnes, A., Way of Sal-
vation, Homiletic Review, vol. xxiy, page 92.
Veise 27.—The Treasury, vol. v, page 368.
Homiletic Monthly, vol. vi, page 272. Homi-
letic Review, vol. xiv, page 336 ; vol. xxxii, page
518. Bushnell, Living Subjects, page 129, Verse
28, —Homiletic Review, vol. xxxvi, page 143,
Blair, H., Sermons, page 02, Verse 20.—The
Treasury, vol. i, page 276. Verse 30.—Southern
Methodist Pulpit, page 177. Nettleton, Remains,
page 352, Barnes, A., Practical Sermons, page
132. Logan, J., Discourses, page 158. Barnes,
A., Way of Salvation, page 72. Davies, 8.,
Sermons, vol. i, page 357; vol. ii, page 291.
Verse 31.—Horne, Works, vol. ii, page 306.
Verse 32.—The Homilist, vol, v, page 418, Lan-
sing, D. C., Sermons, page 241,
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GOLDEN TEXT. O!hufmmdwmmmmhylhmlhathhu,whkhhlmm
1 Cor. 3. 11,

AvuTHORIZED VERSION,
[Study also verses 12-17.]
Acts 18, 1-11.

1 After these things Paul
Ath'ens, and came to Cor'inth ;

2 And found a certain Jew named Aq'ui-la,
wrn in Pon’tus, lately come from It’a-ly, with
iis wife Pris-cil’la; (because that Clau’di-us had
rommanded all Jews to depart from Rome:) and
rame unto them,

3 And because he was of the same craft, he
bode with them, and wrought: for by their
ccupation they were tentmakers,

4 And he r 1 in the sy every
jabbath, and persuaded the Jews and the Greeks,

5 And when Si'las and Ti-mo’the-us were

me from Mac-e-do'ni-a, Paul was pressed in
he spirit, and testified to the Jews that Je'sus
ras Christ,

G And when they opposed themselves. and
plasphemed, he shook his raiment, and said unto
hem, Your blood be upon your own heads; I am
Il:-nn: from henceforth I will go unto the Gen’-

08,

[ Commit to memory verses 9-11.)

departed from

7 And he departed thence, and entered into a

ertain man's house, named Jus'tus, one that
worshiped God, whose house joined hard to the
synagogue,

8 And Cris’pus, the chief ruler of the syna-
gogue, believed on the Lord with all his house;

AMERICAN REVISED VERSION.*

1 After these things he departed from Athens,
and came to Corinth, 2 And ke found a certain
Jew nawed Aquila, a man of Pontus by race,
lately come from Italy, with his wife Priscilla,
because Claudius had commanded all the Jews
to depart from Rome: and he came unto them;
3 and because he was of the same trade, he
abode with them, and they wrought ; for by their
trade they were tentmakers. 4 And he reasoned
in the synagogue every sabbath, and persuaded
Jews and Greeks.

5 But when Silas and Timothy came down
from Macedonia, Paul was constrained by the
word, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the
Christ. 6 And when they opposed themselves
and blasphemed, he shook out his raiment and
said unto them, Your blood be upon your own
heads; T am clean: from henceforth I will go
unto the Gentiles. 7 And he departed thence,
and went into the house of a certain man named
Titus Justus, one that worshiped God, whose
house joined hard to the synagogue. 8 And
Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in
the Lord with all his house; and many of the

* The Ammun_nmm;m copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelson &




and many of the Co-rinth'i-ans hearing believed,
and were baptized.

9 Then spake the Lord
by a vision, Be not afraid, but speak,
not thy peace:

10 For I am with thee, and no man shall set
on thee to hurt thee: for I have much people in
this city.

11 And he continued there a year and six
months, teaching the word of God among them.

to Paul in the night
and hold

Time.—A. D. 53. Place.—Corinth, one of
the most beautiful and wicked cities in the
ancient world.

Home Readings.
The Church at Corinth Founded.

1-11.

Paul’s teaching.
A free Gospel. 1 Cor. 9. 9-18,

Th. Danger of refusing. Matt. 10, 5-15.
F. A reminder. 2 Cor. 11, 1-12,

8. Be not afraid! Jer. 1. 7-19.

M. Acts 18,

Tu. 1 Cor. 2. 1-8.

w.

8. The true foundation, 1 Cor. 3, 9-15.
Lesson Hymas.
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 27.

The Church’s one foundation
Is Jesus Christ, her Lord ;
She is his new creation
By water and the word.
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 436.
All for Jesus ! all for Jesus !
All my being’s ransomed powers ;
All my thoughts, and words, and doings,
All'my days, and all my hours.
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 415.
Standing on the promises of Christ my King,
Through eternal ages let his praises ring ;
Glorg in the highest, I will shout and sing,
tanding on the promises of God.
Ouesti

Q for Senior Schol
From what place did Paul come to Corinth?
How did Aquila and Priscilla happen to be in
Corinth? What bonds of union were there be-
tween Paul and them? What evidence is there
that Paul supported himself by his trade at this
point? What was the theme of Paul's preach-
ing? What attitude did the Jews assume?
What was Paul's response? Where was the
house of Justus located? Who was the chief
convert?
Questions for
1. Paul at His Trade (v. 1-3).—To what
place did Paul go from Athens? Whom did he
meet there? From what place had these per-
sons come? What was their occupation? What
trade did Paul work at?

1 diate Schol
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Corinthians hearing believed, and were bap-
tized. 9 And the Lord said unto Paul in the
night by a vision, Be not afraid, but speak and
hold not thy peace: 10 for I am with thee, and
no man shall set on thee to harm thee: for I
have much people in this city. 11 And he dwelt
there a year and six months, teaching the word
of God among them.

2. Paul and His Countrymen (v. 4
what place did Paul preach? What did he try
to convince the Jews? Who came to him while
he was thus engaged? How did the Jews treat
his message to them? What did Paul do and
say? What Jew was converted?

8. Paul and the Corinthians (v. 7-11).—Who
opened his house for Paul to preach? What
success did he have? What did Paul have to
comfort him? What promises were made to
him? How long did he preach in Corinth?

Questions for Younger Scholars.

Why did Paul leave Athens? Where did he go
from there? What kind of a city was Corinth?
A gay city. With whom did Paul stay? What
did they do? How did Paul know how to work
with them? He was taught when young. What do
the Jews always do? Teach their children a use-
ful trade: What did Aquila and his wife learn
from Paul? The Gospel of Jesus. Where did
Paul preach each Sabbath? Why did he stop
preaching there? Where did he afterward
preach? Who came from Macedonia? What
Jewish family believed? How long did Paul
stay in Corinth? What did the Lord say to
him?

‘The Lesson Catechism.
(For the entire school.)

1. Where did Paul go from Athens? To
Corinth. 2. What did Paul testify to the Jews”
That Jesus was Christ. 3. Did the Jews be-
lieve? They opposed him bitterly, 4. What did
the Lord say to Paul in the night by a vision?
“Be not afraid, but speak.”” 5. How long did
Paul stay at Corinth? A year and siz months.

6. What is our GoLbEN Text? “Other founda- |

tion,” ete.

The Church Catechism.

12. What is the work of creation? The work
of creation is God’s making all things of nothing,
by the word of his power, and all very good.

Hebrews 11, 3. Through faith we understand
that the worlds were framed by the word of God,
so that things which are seen were not made of
things which do appear.
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THE LESSON OUTLINE,
Christ With Us Always.

~ L Wira Us IN PROVIDENTIAL GUIDANCE.

Found, came unto, abode with. v. 2, 3,

i The Lord shall guide thee continually. Isa.
yg 08. 11,
‘fg He will be our guide even unto death. Psa.
3 48. 14,

 IL. With Ug 1N PUBLIC CHRISTIAN SERVICE.
He reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath,
and persuaded. v. 4.

Where two or three are gathered together
in my name, there am I in the midst of
them, Matt. 18, 20,

All with one accord in one place were filled
with the Holy Ghost. Acts 2. 1, 4.

ITL "Wrrn Us 1N DEEP SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE.
Paul was pressed in the Spirit, and testified.
v. b.
The Holy Ghost shall teach you all things.
John 14, 20,
Hath given us the earnest of the Spirit in
our hearts. 2 Cor. 1. 22,
IV. Wit Us IN PERSONAL COMMUNION,
Then spake the Lord to Paul. v. 9.
Your old men shall dream dreams, your
young men shall see visions. Joel 2, 28.
The Lord spake as a man speaketh unto his
friend, Exod. 33. 11,

God doth talk with man. Deut. 5. 24.

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

Paul went directly from Athens to Corinth, which, like Athens, was in that day one of the sights of the
world. It was a new city, built on the ruins of its former site, most, of its magnificent structures dating
only from the time of Julius Csar. It was a rich and populous mercantile city, the center of commerce for
East and West, and derived additional importance from its selection to be the capital of the Roman province
of Achala and the residence of the proconsul. In Corinth there dwelt many Jews. Its population was in-

deed poli It was
in Corinth is noted in verse 11.

Verse 2. Found a certain Jew. *“A Jewish
guild always kept together, whether in street
or synagogue. In Alexandria the different trades
sat in the synagogue arranged in guilds; and
Paul could have no difficulty in meeting, in the
bazar of his trade, with the like-minded Aquila
and Priscilla.,”"—HEdersheim. Aquila. “Eagle.”
When this man with his wife Priscilla became
Christians we are not informed. But in Ephe-

Wsus they were Paul's “helpers in Christ Jesus,”

- Wand allusions to them in Rom. 16. 3 and 2 Tim,
‘4. 19 show that they continued faithful. Pontus
' Bwas a province of Asia Minor corresponding
nearly to the modern province of Trebizond. It
tretched along the southern coast of the Black
Bea., Strangers scattered throughout “Pontus”
~Swere among those blessed with the privileges
99f the pentecostal morning. The word trans-
ted lately is a medical term (or nearly so),
nd is one of numerous indications of the
riter's professi Claudius had nded
Il Jews to depart from Rome. Suetonius in-
orms us that Jews were expelled from Rome
pn account of the continual disturbances among
hem instigated by Chrestus. Whether or not
his refers to collisions between the Jews and
Dhristians it is impossible to say. We have
Iready noted the apparent scarcity of male
ews in Philippi, which was a Roman colony,
0 a large degree under the laws of the city of
Rome,

ly adapted to become a center of Gospel activity. Paul's lengthy stay

3. Of the same craft [“trade”]. “Whosoever
does not teach his son a craft is as if he brought
him up to be a robber,” said the rabbins. And
consistently all the great Hebrew teachers of
whom we have any knowledge worked at some
trade. Hillel was a woodcutter; Shammai was
a carpenter, so was the Lord Jesus; and Paul,
who doubtless was generally recognized even
by his enemies as a rabbi, was of the craft of
tentmakers. That is, either a weaver of the
cilicium (named from Cilicia, Paul's birth-
place), a goat’s haircloth largely used for tents,
or a maker of tents of this cloth,

4. He r d in the every Sab-
bath. We have seen in earlier lessons that the
ancient cities were so constructed that the
Hebrew synagogue was almost the only place
where a large religious congregation could be
gathered without symptoms of a mob. The
temples were not congregational halls, like our
modern churches. The worshipers gathered
around them, rather than in them. Market
places, forums, and other openings of the city
were nervoutly watched by the authorities, and
indications of turbulence were promptly sup-
pressed. But the synagogue was the one recog-
nized place of gathering where religious topics
could be legitimately discussed, and was largely
attended by botk Jews and reverent Greeks.
Some of the names of the converts are given in
Rom. 16. 5 and 1 Cor. 1, 14-16,




5. In Acts 17. 14 we were told that when
Paul was forced from Berea by persecutors he
Jeft Silas and Timotheus there. Irom Atnens
be sent for them. From 1 Thess. 3. 110 we
learn that when Timothy reached Paul in
Athens he was sent back again, probably with
Silas, to Macedonia, especially to comfort the
church at Thessalonica. Now the two rejoined
Paul in Corinth, The glad news that they
brought of the prosperity of the Christians in
Macedonia greatly elated Paul, and about this
time we may suppose he wrote his First Epistle
to the Thessalonians. Paul was pressed in the
spirit [“constrained by the word"), and testified
[“testifying”] to the Jews that Jesus was
[“the"] Christ. e was vengrossed by his
preaching.”  His relief from anxiety stimu-
Jated him to greater activity.

6. When they opposed themsclves, and
blasphemed. “Railed.” He shook [“out”] his
raiment. A symbolical act similar in import to
that of shaking off the dust from the feet
(Matt, 10. 14), and expressing the idea of the
words which follow. For a parallel act of
symbolism, see Neh, 5. 13. Your blood be upon
your own heads. That is, “for your destruc-
tion (personal and national), which is inevi-
table, you, and you only, are responsible.”
Bverywhere Paul had addressed himself to the
Jews first, and everywhere most of the leaders
were against him. I am clean. Innocent of
your ruin, even though I labor no more with
you. KFrom henceforth I will go unto the Gen-
tiles. If we study closely Paul's life as given
in the Acts and the epistles we find him long
after this arguing with the Jews, and even in
the synagogue at Ephesus. But from this time
on he recognized, and so did they, the national
rejection of the claims of the Lord Jesus.

7. He departed thence, probably from the
home of Aquila and Priscilla, and entered
[“went”] into a certain man's house, named
[*“Titus"] Justus, who was a Gentile, who had
become first a proselyte of the gate (implied
by the phrase one that worshiped God), and
secondly, we infer, a believer. This man's
house was next door to the synagogue.

8. Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue,
belicved on the Lord with all his house. “His
conversion to Christianity must have been very

HOMILETICAL AND

He departed from Athens. Paul made few
converts at Athens. A few weeks' residence
there seems to have been enough for the fiery
missionary of the cross. He knew when his
work was done, Fle moved on to the next field
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galling to the Jews.” He had heretofore pre-
sided at all their assemblics, interpreted the
law, punished the refractory, and excommuni-
cated the rebellious. His duty also was to
golemnize marriages and issue divorces. Such
a position as his must immediately be filled, and
(apparently) Sosthenes (verse 17) was chosen
as his successor, and we may well suppose that
Crispus  was excommunicated. Many of the
Corinthians hearing believed, and were bap-
tized, These men were pagans, and this was
probably the first great ingathering of Gentiles
who had not first become Hebrew proselytes.
9. The successive acts mentioned in verses

5-8 must have profoundly impressed the whole &

city, and they threw an awful responsibility on §

Paul. The encouragement given to him by the |
good report of Silas and Timothy, the increased &
vigor of his own ministrations, the rupture be- =

tween the Hebrews and Paul, and his publicly
announced determination henceforth to preach
to the Gentiles, the removal of his residence
closer to the synagogue, and the conversion of
the synagogue’s chief ruler, now culminated in
the conversion of many pagans, and the devel-
opment of opposition and hate; and Paul had
reached a point where he needed divine encour-
agement, Then spake the Lord to Paul in the
night by a vision. The frequency of visions in
the life of Paul has already been noted. Verse
10 intimates that his life was now in danger,
and without a divine communication he might
have left Corinth for safety's sake. Be not]

afraid, but speak and hold not thy peace. AN

command that Paul faithfully obeyed.

10. No man shall set on thee
[“barm"] thee, e might be attacked, but he
would be divinely defended. Paul had need of ¢
an assurance, but afterward writing of theses
days he says to the Corinthians, “I was with
you in weakness, and in fear, and in much™
trembling.” [ have much peoplo in this city.
Divine foresight. k

11. He continued [“dwelt"] there a year ani

sio months, teaching the word of God. .This a
was an unusually lengthy stay, and resulted in o

the establishment of one of the largest and mos!
flourishing churches in the first century.

For the Additional Study Verses se
TrHOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
PRACTICAL NOTES.
of labor and took another appointment. 1l

did not wait to be expelled from the city.
Neither did he stay because of the cultu

audiences, apt to appreciate his discourses. Wi
find him quite willing for the sake of results t
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change his preaching place and the style of his
sermons, intent only that the faith of believers
might stand in the power of God alone (1 Cor,
2.1,6; 2 Cor. 10, 3, 4).

He came to Corinth. Corinth was the capi-
tal city of Greece, situated on a narrow isth-
mus which just parted the Ionian Sea from the
Pel s and ¢ ling two celebrated
harbors—the one looking toward the east, the
other toward the west. It contained at the
time of Paul's visit a population of one half
million, made up of strangers from all over the
world, Romans or descendants of the Latin
race being in the majority., It was noted not
only for its commerce and art, but also ns being
the center of religious worship for the entire
Greek nation, Luxury and licentiousness at
Corinth were rampant, The infamous goddess
Aphrodite was here worshiped with sensual
rites of the grossest kind, having no less than
three thousand priestesses of loose character
ministering at ber shrine, Corinth instead of
Athens—some preachers would have preferred
to remain in the university city and preach
to scholars; not so Paul, he sought out Just
such a place of sin in which to establish a
church. He made converts of “thieves, covetous
persons, drunkards, revilers, extortioners.” e
is not dismayed at the magnitude of the task
which he has undertaken. He seeks to lay no
foundation of philosophical system; he is well
assured “other foundation can no man lay
than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ”
(1 Cor. 3. 11),

Found a certain Jew named Aquila, Aquila,
with his wife Priscilla, had been forced away
from Rome on account of the edict of Claudius
expelling the Jews from that city, They had
come to Corinth as a temporary residence,
They were tentmakers. Paul found an open
door at the home of Aquila and Priscilla, com-
panionship, sympathy, and work at his own
trade, that of tentmaking. It was a rule among
the Jews, which their high respect for trade in
all its forms sufficiently explains, that boys, in-
cluding the sons of the rabbins, should learn a
trade. It was fortunate for Paul that he could
thus earn his living by manual labor. The in-
crease of industrial schools in our own country
is one of the bright spots of our civilization,
The manual education is extended to girls as
well as boys, thus going beyond the wisdom of
the ancients. Paul's ability to make tents did
not interfere with his skill in argument when
before the council of the Areopagus at Athens,
A trade of some kind—education of the hand
and the head—is a good foundation for any lad,
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whether the child of the millionaire

or the
miner,

Reasoned in the synagogue. Paul's treat-
ment of the Jews at Corinth was intelligent
and wise. e used all the power, of which he
was a remarkable example, of logical argument,
He explained the Old Testament Seriptures and
showed to his hearers the proofs of the coming
of the Messiah. This kind of preaching was
continued until Silas and Timotheus arrived.
Then his preaching became more and more
definite concerning the Christ; there was re-
newed zeal on his part; he became absorbed in
his desire to convince the hearers of their errors,

Wise teaching will lay the foundation of
truth by careful statement of facts and patient
argument, but when the conclusion is reached,
an action on the part of the hearer is desired,
the character of the preaching must change,
Paul’s style of discourse was varied from Sab-
bath to Sabbath to suit the changing attitude
of the Jews of the sy . This precipitated
a contention, "aul more and more emphatically
setting forth the truth of the Messiah, Jesus
of Nazareth., At last the crisis was reached,
and many Jews began to blaspheme, Paul
then withdrew from their midst, and by a vio-
lent act of separation, shaking the dust from
his clothes, and by strong words of condemna-
tion saying, “Your blood be upon your own
heads; I am clean,” left them to the conse-
quences of their rejection of Jesus Christ. He
laid the whole burden of their guilt on the con-
sciences of those who opposed and blasphemed.
His conscience is now clean; he has fulfilled
his mission to them. He had been the true
watchman, such as is described in Ezek, 28, 8,
When the wicked man does not regard the
warning he shall die on account of his iniquity,
but his blood will not be required at the hand
of the watchman ; his blood, that is, his bloody
death, his punishment, his eternal destruction,
must be considered as altogether his own work.
There is great need to-day of such fearless,
clear ministration of the word of God. The
early history of the Methodist Church is full
of such instances of strong, clear presentation
of the truth of the salvation in Jesus Christ
and of the awful sin of rejection of such royal
overtures of mercy. Paul placed the responsi-
bility where it belonged, and so will every
divinely commissioned preacher. After declar-

ing the whole counsel of the Almighty, then let
the exhortation emphasize the guilt of the
blasphemer and that one who postpones salva-
tion. The Jews listening to Paul were ready
to commit spiritual suicide, and it was the
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horror of the situation which led the apostle to
use such strong language. The strength of
evangelical preaching must contain this same
abhorrence of the stubborn, hard-hearted rejec-
tion of the Carist. If they put away from
them the message of life, “how shall they escape
if they neglect so great salvation.” The closing
gcene in the synagogue brought Crispus, the
ruler of the synagogue to a decision. He felt
the force of these burning words of the inspired
preacher, believed on the Lord Jesus Christ,
was baptized by Paul’'s own hand (1 Cor. p H
14), and joined him in the subsequent labors
at Corinth.

Then spake the Lord by a vision. There
must have been great excitement and discussion
among the Jews of the synagogue. Bodily harm
and threats of different kinds were made to
Paul. He received earthly encouragement from
Silas, Timotheus, Aquila and Priscilla, Justus
and Crispus. There was something more, how-
evet, granted to him than this. Jesus directed
him to speak with freedom; no harm would
come to him. Blessed divine encouragément
given to every worker in the world’s harvest
fields. When the French were winning their
great victories under Napoleon it is said that
this phenomenal leader frequently encouraged
by his personal word of good cheer even the
common soldiers. Jesus, the Captain of our
salvation, chief leader of the army of Chris-
tians, gives the word of encouragement at
the right time to each of his workers. All the
reports from the returned missionaries from
China tell us of the sustaining power and per-
sonal spiritual encouragement which they had
during the times of bloodshed and death so
recently enacted in that heathen empire.

He continued there a year and siv months.
He was not allowed, however, to go on with his
work quietly. Such was his success that Sos-
thenes, the new president of the old synagogue,
together with the clamoring Jews, assembled
before Gallio, the proconsul of the Roman em-
pire, and accused Paul of acts of sedition
which were destroying their holy religion. The
Roman ruler would mot hear the case—the
Roman law taking no cognizance of such ques-
tions of religious order. Sosthenes persisting,
the officers of the court drove him and his co-
accusers out of court. Then the crowd of peo-
ple, Gentiles, incensed at the obstinacy, un-
yielding spirit of the Jews, set upon Sosthenes,
beat him, and maltreated the accusers of Paul.
Instead of harm coming to the apostle, the real
offenders are discovered by the crowd who had
desired but an opportunity to beat the Jews.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.
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The length of Paul's stay gives us an idea
of the need and reward of his preaching in
Corinth. The people were wicked, but more
liberal in their views about religion, and con-
verts were more numerous.

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

1. Paul was continually finding an open door
of Providence. He found Aquila and Priscilla.
God had directed these people to Corinth that
the apostle might have shelter, food, work,
companionship.

2, Dionysius and Damaris, converted at
Athens, were extremes of society brought to the
one fold by the great Shepherd.

3. If Paul could found a church at Corinth,
in that vile city of debauchery, we can surely
hold our own in great cities and even in the
downtown settlements.

4. As a practical preparation for life boys
and girls should be taught to use their hands
as well as their heads—tentmaking did not
interfere with Paul's theology.

5. Paul's text-book in the synagogue was the
Scriptures; our text-book is the Holy Bible,
containing the Old and New Testaments.

6. We should so study the Messianic truths
as to be able to give a reason for the hope in us.

7. Fearless preaching brought the people of
the synagogue to a decigion, Crispus was con-
verted, Sosthenes persecuted Paul., What re-
sults did you get on Decision Day in the Sunday
school ?

8. Special need of encouragement brought
Jesus unusually near to Paul, and the Master
cheered Paul. We may expect such help in our
work of teaching.

Prismatic Lights on the Lesson.
PAUL IN CORINTH.

The best man comes to the worst city. That
was the reason of his coming; so it was for
Christ’s. The whole need not a physician.

For the unutterable corruption and hastening
death what remedy had he? Not sanitation,
medical skill, nor legal enactments, nothing out-
side, but the Gospel—inward purity, the power
of God. Everything but this is woefully in-
efficient.

For the delivery of this message he was
“pressed in the spirit” (verse 5), or better ren-
dered “constrained by the word.” This “Woe
is me if I preach not the Gospel” is the preach-
ers or teacher's best preparation. Various

chemicals, separate, are inert; combined and
touched by fire, they are dynamite. The Gospel
is a fire shut up in the bones. He was so willing
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to preach that he was willing to support him-
self by the labor of his own hands, at tentmak-
ing. He did not need to have a church and
salary guaranteed beforehand.

Thus prepared, how did Paul apply this
remedy? How must we?

1. He reasoned and earnestly sought to per-
suade (verse 4). Preaching must be accom-
panied with exhortation. Religion is a reason-
able service, but every possible allurement is
needed to make the will decide to enter upon its
duties.

2. Result: (a) The Jews opposed themselves
as with an embattled front and even blas-
phemed (verse 6). (b) Paul would not add to
their sinful anger, so he departed (verse 5).
Angry oaths filled the air that had throbbed
with the melody of salvation. (¢) He went
to the Gentiles, and some believed (verse 8).
The church was founded, and the two epistles
to the Corinthians were made possible,

3. In the midst of some subsequent discour-
agements the Lord took up again his habit of
appearing to Paul in great crises. Elijah
thought himself alone in not bowing the knee
to Baal. But both he and Paul were encour-
aged (verse 9), and commanded to speak out
boldly. It is interesting that this encourage-
ment was not only against previous difficulties,
but also against coming persecutions (verses
12:17). The Lord does not wait till his Peters
are overwhelmed in the sea before he helps.
It is when they are “beginning to sink” that
he saves,

Thoughts for Young People.
THE STORY OF GALLIO (ADDITIONAL
VERSES ),

1. Gallio was a Roman of a gentler than
Roman type. His brother, the great Seneca,
speaks of the wonderful charm of his character,
and declares that they who loved him with all
their love loved him at best too little. It is well
for us to read in this conflict of description
the measureless discrepancy between man's
Gallio’s friends love him
for the sweetness which in God's sight is feeble-
ness; and Gallio the well-beloved, exposed to
the sunlight of Bible photography, becomes to
the Church of all time Gallio the indifferent.

2. In this particular instance Gallio was not
to blame. A stranger is dragged before the
vroconsul's tribunal on a charge which the
magistrate sees to be at once religious and see-
tarian. These Jews are trading upon toleration
to invoke intol, e. Their religion is recog-
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nized by the law, and they are to be judges of
the exact shape and color, the precise limit and
margin, of the protecting recognition. Ortho-
dox Judaism, yes; Nonconformist Judaism, no,
“This fellow persuadeth men to worship God
contrary to the law.” The magistrate inter-
poses. Without calling on the accused he dis-
misses the case. The decision was right, but
not the motive. The Searcher of hearts sees
not there the sentence of justice, but only that
utter indifference to truth and falsehood which
makes it as easy to be impartial as earnestness
finds it difficult,

3. We see indifference in a thousand forms .
and due to a thousand influences. (1) Some-
times we believe it to be an affectation ; (2)
sometimes it is the effect of early forcing ;
(3) sometimes it is the rebound and reaction
of earnestness; (4) sometimes it is the expres-
sion of suspense; (5) sometimes it is the in-
difference of disappointment, of unhappiness, of
sin. How shall we shake off this lethargy
which lies upon us all more or less? One mo-
ment of real, intense prayer, one supreme act
of faith, will do it [Vaughn].

Teaching Hints for Int diate Classes,
SURROUNDINGS,
Time. A. D. 53.
Place. Corinth,
INTRODUCTION,

Ask : What is the name of the wickedest city
of which you ever heard. Encourage the pupils
to speak freely. Ask: Did any of you write
concerning the wickedness of Corinth? Read
for us what you have written. Let the teacher
receive all that is given by the pupils, and be
prepared to supplement their writing by a
graphic description of corrupt, voluptuous,
licentious Corinth, which has been compared to
a cesspool into which flowed the filth of the
world.

Now ask: Would you like to learn how a
church was founded in this city? We find the
account in our

LESSON TEXT,

Let us look at the various elements which
entered into the founding of this church:

1. The Architect, Speak of the necessity of

the architect's work before a building is begun.
He has in his mind a picture of what is to be.
Have some one read aloud verses 9 and 10, and
ask: Who was the architect of the Corinthian
church? What did he see in Corinth? How
did he make known his will to Paul? Bxplain
what a vision is, and show how the Lord made
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use of one at a time when Paul was meeting
with opposition.

9. The Builder. Who was the human builder
of the Corinthian church? Where did we last
see him? (Trace on the map the journey from
Athens to Corinth.) With whom did he lodge?
Why? How did he earn his living while he
was building the Corinthian church?

8. The Foundation. Who was the founda-
tion of the Corinthian church? Have several
repeat the Golden Text. Bxplain what it
means, and try to show the pupils that one
reason why so much so-called Christian work
does not stand is because it is not based on the
only real foundation—Jesus Christ.

4. The Material. Ask: Who composed the
church? Verse 2 gives us the names of two of
the members, verse 7 the name of another, and
verse 8 the name of a fourth. Have the pupils
give these names.

5. The Method of Construction. Call the
pupils’ attention to Paul's twofold method of
building the church, namely :

(1) Teaching.

(2) Testifying.

Have some one read aloud verse 4, and ex-
plain what that means. Verse 11 tells us how
long Paul continued this work. Verse 0 gives
the subject of Paul's testimony. Have these
verses read aloud.

APPLICATION.

Ask: In erecting buildings that are intended
to last for a long time why are men so par-
ticular about having solid foundations? From
the thought of material buildings turn to the
thought of character building. Show that our
character is what endures forever, and that
therefore we should be most careful as to the
foundation upon which it is built. Have the
Golden Text repeated again. Give illustrations
of those who are building on Christ. Have
1 Cor. 8. 12-15 read aloud, and explain what
these verses mean. Then have all print this
resolution :

1 WILL BUILD ON

~The Oaly Real Foundation,

WHICH I8 JESUS CHRIST.

Urge all to make this resolution daily and
to pray for wisdom and power to keep it.

STUDY IN ADVANCE.
As next Sunday is to be devoted to our quar-

| terly Temperance Lesson, ask those of the

[Feb. 8.

pupils who have already signed pledges to bring
them to school on next Sunday, and ask those
who have not yet signed to obtain permission
from their parents to do so. Ask the pupils to
learn the same facts about the first letter to
the Corinthians as were studied in reference to
the other epistles from which lessons for this
quarter were taken. S

Review words “Corinth” and “Foundution,”

By Way of Illustration.

Aquila and Priscilla. There is, I think, a
beautiful illustration here of an overruling
divine Providence. Coming a stranger to this
Corinth, and on such a mission, Paul would
need first of all a congenial lodging place,
Much dependent on such things was the sensi-
tive apostle, Well, even the emperor Claudius
is concerned in opening such place for Iaul.
He does not know he is thus concerned. God
overrules his decree about the Jews in Rome,
and those who become among the apostle's best
and most helpful friends have a door ajar for
him at Corinth. 1 think this very beautiful.
To me it seems a kind of lens through which
can be described God's ways. We are of more
value than the lilies. God will take care of
us. He holds even emperors in his grasp.—
Wayland Hoyt.

“He abode with them, and they wrought.”
What makes the differences between the geologist
with his hammer and the man who breaks stones
on the road? between the work of caring for
old bones in the British Museum, and that of
the old boneman in the streets? It is the mind
and purpose they put in it, one working only
with his hands, the other by the same work
entering into the mind of the Creator, and read-
ing the history God wrote in the rocks long ago.
So the motive to do good, the desire for the
glory of God, the service of Jesus Christ, trans-
figures and transforms daily toil, like the sun
shining on the dark fogs and clouds of earth,
and making them radiant as the gate of heaven.

William Carey was a shoemaker, but the
salvation of the world so burned in his soul
that he had a map of the heathen world open
before him as he worked, and from it learned
much that men more learned than he had over-
looked. Ié was the father of modern foreign
missions, and his influence is still felt to the
ends of the earth. He said: “My business is
to proclaim Christ. T cobble shoes to pay ex-
penses.” You need not stop your daily work in
order to bring forward your Master’s kingdom.

When Silas and Timotheus were come Paw
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was constrained and testified. Verse 5. God
gave Paul a vision to comfort him, and also
comforted him through his friends who came to
his help. God knows how truly we are strength-
ened and encouraged by true friends. Emerson
says, “A friend is one who makes us do what
we can,” It is a gracious thing to be a friend
of such a sort. It is impossible to over-estimate
this chemistry of influence, this strong power
of persons over persons. Paul in writing to the
Corinthians tells how bitter his aflictions were
when he entered into Macedonia, and he says,
“Nevertheless he that comforteth ,the lowly,
even God, comforted us by the coming of Titus.”

“I have much people in this city.” We look
over a vast city or congregation and we see
people from the outside only. But God sees the
hearts, and he saw that in that city there were
many people who would receive the Gospel.
They needed Paul's testimony. God already
claimed them as his own. He who saw
Nathaniel before he was under the fig tree,
who saw the eunuch riding in his chariot
studying Isaiah, now saw many people in this
city of Corinth whose hearts were honest and
who would believe what they heard. So God
has his hidden ones in every city., Let this en-
courage us; though we do not see or know them,
God does, and he will bring them to the light.—
G. F. Pentecost,

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

It is Paul himself, not where he went nor
what he did, that greatly interests me as I read
of his journeyings from place to place. Now
he is in Athens, then in Corinth, then in Ephe-
sus, and the record is full of incident. But the
man himself is the chief study., He is as inter-
esting when he is making tents as when reason-
ing in the synagogue, Some people are never
interesting nor effective, no matter where they
20, what they say or do. They may talk from
the pulpit or in the Sunday school class; no-
body listens or cares, because the real inside
man or woman has little force, purpose, or con-
viction. Others make a stir, and move souls to
action, eithsi good or bad, wherever they are
or whatever doing, There is a farmer in Man-
itoba who carries a renovating force through-
out the neighborhood for education, temperance,
and high thinking—always interesting, always
influential in the field beside his plow, tossing
hay, reading the Bible at family worship, or
pleading for righteousness at public meetings.
“As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he
What you are makes you a person of influence,
not what you say nor what you do. Man re-
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gards the outward appearance, but the Lord
looks upon the heart. Science is revealing much
which illustrates and confirms what God has
spoken through his word; it will do S0 more
and more as we discover and comprehend its
laws—for there is one God of truth, whether
in science or in revelation, in the naturg) or in
the spiritual world, Psychologists—students of
mind—say that thoughts without vocal expres-
sion produce waves of ‘motion in a subtle,
ethereal atmosphere by which we are sur-
rounded. So that wrong thinking has an evil
influence, and right thinking a power for good.
It was the “imaginations of the heart” that
made the world so intolerably bad God Jhad. to
sweep it out of existence by the flood. L

But what has all this to do with Paul and
our lesson? Young men, young women, I speak
to you with a deep prayer in my soul that the
Spirit may teach you what he will from Paul
the tentmaker or Paul the apostle. " With
Aquila and Priscilla making good, honest ténts
that stood for all they seemed in the market, or
persuading Jews and Gentiles in the synagogue,
he was dominated by deep convietion and high
purpose. “To live as they do at Corinth” was
the equivalent of living in selfish luxury - and
licentiousness. Such a man as Paul coild not
be indifferent to the state of society about him,
and give his whole time and attention to tent-
making, though it was a necessary and horor-
able business. He had seen a heavenly" vision
once; had heard Jesus speak to him. His
conversion had so cleared his own vision that he
was “pressed in spirit” to bring others to*see
his wonderful Saviour. The thoughts of his
heart flowed in that direction; his real, inner
self was a force for righteousness, Corinth felt
his power, and “many hearing, believed.”

The Teachers’ Meeting, * '

The picturesque historic background : 1. The
journey from Athens to Corinth in the first
century—one of the most beautiful Jjourneys
possible, 2. The companionship of craft ; fellow
tradesmen; ancient guilds. 3. The . ancient
hatred of the Jews. 4. Paul's constant work for
the Lord among the “Jews” and “Greeks.”
5. Paul's encouragement. 6. Paul's discouiagé-
ment. 7. The Lord's revelation to Paul

e

Week-day work and Sabbath work interrelated ;
each helps the effectiveness of the other. .. “'Be
not afraid”—the most frequently repeated in-
Junction in Holy Scripture....Advantages to
the Gospel of opposition. The rupture with the
Jews caused many to take sides who until then
had not been decided. .. . Reasons for Paul's dis~
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couragement (1 Cor. 2, 3) Straitened cir- Blackboard.

cumstances ; 2. Implacable | 9. Aggressive
licentiousness ; 4. Failure in us. ...Duties
here presented : 1. Industry—P’aul a tentmaker;
2. Public worship—Paul reasons in the syna-
gogue ; 3. Testimony for Christ; 4. Communing
with Christ; 5. Trust in God.

Library References.

CominTi.—Ramsay, Nt. Paul the Traveler,
pages 203, seq.  Weizsiicker, Apostolic Age, page
303. Davies, St. Paul in Greece, page 164,
Fouard, St. Paul and His Missions (Index).
Gloag, Introduction to the Pauline Epistles.
Lives of Paul, histories of Greece, and Bible dic-
tionaries.

AQuiLa AND PrisciLrA.—Evans, Seripture
Biography, vol. ii, page 290. Lightfoot, Philip-
pians, page 16. Ramsay, St. Paul the Traveler,
page 207. Fouard, St. Peter, page 346. Lives
of I'aul and Bible dictionaries.

Criseus.—Farrar, Life of St. Paul, page 319,
Fouard, St. Paul and His Missions, pages 162,
262, The Bible dictionaries.

SERMONS ON THE LESSON.

Verse 1.—Homiletic Monthly, vol. viii, page

829. Verse b.—Homiletic Monthly, vol. ix, page

241. Verse T.—Homiletic Monthly, vol. vii,

page 21. « Verse 8.—Huntiogton, Nermons for

the People, page 208, Verse .—Doggett, Bishop,
RNermons, page 241,

OAE  aTION
Foui?
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To found a church at Corinth was like an-
choring a ship in a stormy sea. The restless
wickedness of that corrupt city would have ren-
dered the attempt useless ; but Paul made Christ
the foundation, and building thereon established
a circle of true believers who were to be the
nucleus of a Christian church. Beneath all the
development and activity of our church there
must be the vital principle of divine life and
leadership. or we cannot truly and permanently
prosper. We must have men as faithful as Paul,
as hospitable as Aquila and Justus, and as cour-
ageous as Crispus, and we shall then indeed be
“laborers together with God."

('olm:in_r/.—llnsonry, light brown ; lett rs, yel-
low: “C" and words, blue and white; upper
phrase, orange,
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LESSON VII. Christian Self-control.

|Feb. 15.

GOLDEN TEXT, Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace. Rom. 14. 19,

AuTHORIZED VERSION.
(Study the whole chapter.]
[ Commit to memory verses 8, 9.]

4 As concerning therefore the eating of those
things that are offered in sacrifice unto idols, we
know that an idol is nothing in the world, and
thag there is none other God but one.

5 For though there be that are called gods.
whether in heaven or in earth, (as there be gods
many, and lords many,)

6 But to us there is but one God, the Father,
of whom are all things, and we in him; and one
Lord Je'sus Christ, by whom are all things, and
we by him.

T Howbeit there is not in every man that
kuowledge : for some with conscience of the idol
unto this hour eat it as a thing offered unto an
_idol; and their conscience heing weak is defiled.

8 But meat commendeth us not to God: for
neither, if we eat, are we the better; neither, if
we eat not, are we the worse,

9 But take heed lest by any means this liberty

AMERICAN REVISED VERSION.*
4 Concerning therefore the eating of things sac-

rificed to idols, we know that no idol is anything b

in the world, and that there is no God but one.
5 For though there be that are called gods,

whether in heaven or on earth ; as there are gods 4

many, and lords many ; 6 yet to us there is one
tod, the Father, of whom are all things, and we
unto him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through
whom are all things, and we through him.
7 Howbeit there is not in all men that knowl-
edge : but some, being used until now to the idol,
eat as of a thing sacrificed to an idol; and their
conscience being weak is defiled. 8 But food
will not commend us to God : neither, if we eat
not, are we the worse ; nor, if we eat, are we the

."Ru American Revision, copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelson &
o
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of yours become a stumbling-block to them that
are weak.

10 For if any man see thee which hast knowl-
edge sit at meat in the idol's temple, shall not
the conscience of him which is weak be embold-
ened to eat those things which are offered to
idols;

11 And through thy knowledge shall the weak
brother perish, gor whom Christ died?

12 But when ye sin so against the brethren,
aud wound their weak conscience, ye sin against
“hrist.

13 Wherefore, if meat make my brother to
offend, I will eat no flesh while the world stand-
eth, lest I make my brother to offend.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

better. 9 But take heed lest by any means this
liberty of yours become a stumbling-block to the
weak. 10 For if a man see thee who hast knowl-
edge sitting at meat in an idol's temple, wiM not
his conscience, if he is weak, be emboldened to
eat things sacrificed to idols?
thy knowledge he that is weak perisheth, the
brother for whose sake Christ died, 12 And
thus, sinning against the brethren, and wounding
their conscience when it is weak, ye sin against
Christ. 13 Wherefore, if meat causeth my
brother to stumble, I will eat no flesh for ever-
more, that I cause not my brother to stumble,

Time and Place.—The First Epistle to the
Corinthians was written by Paul in A, D. 57,
from Ephesus,

Home Readings,
Christian Self-control. 1 Cor, 8, 1-13.
Helping by example, Rom. 14, 12-22,
Pleasing others. Rom. 15. 1-7.
Th. Temperate in all things. 1 Cor. 9. 18-27.
F. The mind of Jesus. Phil. 2, 1-11.
8. The best fruit. Gal. 5. 16-
8. Giving no offense. 1 Cor.

Lesson Hymnos,
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 64,
Yield not to temptation,
For yielding is sin,
Each victory will help us
Some other to win,
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 126.
Lord Jesus, I long to be perfectly whole ;
I want thee forever to live in my soul ;
Break down every idol, cast out every foe ;
Now wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow,
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 108,
A charge to keep I have,
A Guod to glorify,
A never-dying soul to save,
And fit it for the sky.

Questions for Senior Scholars,

What was the custom of offering meat to
idols? What disposition could afterward be
made of the meat? What does Paul affirm con-
cerning idols? On what does Paul base the in-
dependence of Christians in this matter? Should
one violate his conscientions scruples? What is
the duty of the intelligent Christian toward one
who is not well informed and has conscientious
scruples? In what truths is this a temperance
lesson?

Questions for Intermediate Scholars,

1. Christian Knowledge (v. 4-7).—What

Question was Paul to decide? What is an idol?

M.
Tu.
W,

10. 23-33.

What is the Christian belief about God the
Father? Who is the one Lord? What did
some in the Corinthian church think about eat-
ing flesh that had been sacrificed to an idol?
What was the result when they ate such food?

2. Christian Self-denial (v. 8-13).—What has
eating in itself to do with religion? What
liberty did some of the Corinthian Christians
claim? Why was it wrong to eat at a heathen
feast? Against whom was it a sin? What
might be the result? What was Paut's noble
resolve?

Questions for Younger Scholars,

How long did Paul stay in Corinth? A year
and half.  What happened after he went
away? Some converts ate meat that had been
offered to idols. Where? Probably at a friend's
feast. What did Paul do? By whom did he
send the letter? Four friends. What had many
of these Christians been? What was a common
custom? To hold feasts in idol temples. What
did Paul urge Christians to do? To deny them-
sclves, For whose sake? For the sake of the
weaker brothers. Why should Christians now
refuse to drink wine? For whose sake should
both the weak and the strong do right? How
can we help others when we do not speak to
them? Who lived a perfect life for us to
follow ?

The Lesson Catechism.

(For the entire school.)

1. What is said of knowledge and

charity?
“Knowledge puffeth up,

but charity edifieth.”

2. What is said of idols? “An idol is nothing.” '

3. If we sin against our brother what else do we
do? Nin against Christ. 4. What text in the
Bible is illustrated by this lesson? “Mor nome
of us liveth to himself.” 5. What does this
lesson teach? Regard for others. 6. What is

onr GOLpEN TEXT? “Let us therefore,” ete.

11 For through

"
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4 * The Church Catechism, Genesis 1. 27. 8o God created man in his own
18, In what estate did God create man? God image, in the image of God created he him ; male

ereated  man in his own image, after his likeness, and female created he them.

in knowledge and true holiness.

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
Three Essentials to Intelligent Christianity.

L. K~owLEnGE oF RiGiT AND WRONG. There is nothing unclean of itself. Rom.
To ws there is but one God, and one Lord 14, 14,
_ Jesus, v. G As he thinketh in his heart, so is he. Prov.
We know that an idol is nothing in the world. 28. 7.
v. 4 I11. SELF-DENIAL FOR THE SAKE OF OTHERS.
Teach me good judgment and knowledge. Through thy knowledge shall the weak brother
. JPsas 119, 66, perish, for whom Christ died? v. 11,
.. The knowledge of the Holy is understand- 1 will eat no flesh lest I make my brother to
.., ing, Prov. 9, 10. offend. v. 13.
I1. FrReEEDOM FROM SUPERSTITION. If any man will come after me, let him
Conscience being weak is defiled. v. 7. deny himself. Matt. 16, 24,
. Neither, if we eat, are we the better ; neither, No man put a stumbling-block in his
~if we eat not, are we the worse. V. 8. brother's way. Rom. 14. 13.

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

The epistle from which our lesson is taken is dated A. D, 57, at Ephesus, four years after the foundation
of the church at Corinth. This is made plain by a comparison of 1 Cor. 16. 8 with Acts 19. Itis well to
malke plain that the ““ subseription”” which is printed below the last verse of the epistle 18 in no sense part of
the text, and has no proper authority. In our last lesson we gl d at the peculi P which
beset the church at Corinth, Its members seem to have been firm in general moral principles ; but many
questions of ethies had arisen, some of them socomplicated that to answer them was not easy. The leaders
of the Corinthian church naturally turned to their founder for guidance, Paul has just given directions
concerning marriage, and now turns to the discussion of the scruples of i This d ion arose
about questions which long ago have died. But in its essentials it is as living and pertinent to everyday
conditions as it was when written, In the treatment of this lesson the teacher will have to decide whether
or not to study the lesson textually and verbally or to tell the story without close regard to the phraseology.
We have few lessons the phrases of which are so remote from our ordinary church life, and special expla-
nations would have to be made to even an intelligent class of the words and phrases of almost every verse.
‘Where the pupils are sufficiently advanced to th ghly und d and take in such expl i
it is well to give it. In younger or less well-developed classes it may be better to master the meaning of the
phrases ourselves and simply teach the essential. This essential is that there is none other God but
one, that primal truth on which Paul based his great argument in Athens, To the Athenians he deduced
the fact that the one God, universal Creator and Provider, ought not to be thought like gold or silver or
stone. Here to the Corinthians he shows that the personality of an infinite God excludes from possible
existence all other gods. But, he argues, since everyone does not recognize that, and since some are con-
fused in their minds and easily misled, it is well for us to act as scrupulously as if there were a great many
other gods and we had to choose Jehovah from among them. In other words it isan awful sin to let one’s
superior knowledge cause a person of inferior opportunities or abilities to perish, and it is the Christian’s
duty to abstain from the slightest approach not only to essential evil, but to all that appears evil even to
weak-minded people. The best illustration of this principle in Paul’s time was the meat offered to idols ;
its best illustration in onr time is the drinking of liquor. And yet on applying this lesson to the tem-
perance question we must be careful to make one distinction : eating sacrificed meat did no actual harm to
the Christian who ate it ; but intoxicating liquor is a positive damage to the bodies, minds, and souls of
‘men. In not many classes will this statement be disputed, and we will have the more time to emphasize the
great truth of the lesson—Christian self-control for others.

Werse 4. As concerning therefore the eating  subject in verse , but made a brief digression,
of those things that are offered in sacrifice unto  and now returns. We know that an idol is noth-
[“sacrifice] to"] idols. Paul began with this dng [“no idol is anything”) in the world, and
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that there is mone other [“no”] God but one.
Idols were symbols of divine beings. We know
that there is no divine being but the universal
God. A false god is, as Chrysostom says, “a
nothingness, a cipher, a vanity,” This was a
startling statement to some of Paul's readers
who had been familiar from infancy with the
names of gods and goddesses, and who, in com-
ing to Christ, were disposed still to regard them
as superhuman beings, though more or less evil
in character., The apostle elsewhere asserts
(1 Cor. 10. 20) that those who worship idols
worship devils, but that does not contradict the
present verse. The goddess Astarte, for in-
stance, never existed in heaven, earth, or hell;
but those who, out of deference to the concep-
tion of Astarte, gave themselves over to the sin-
ful indulgences for which she stood, in effect
worshiped a devil.

5. Though there be that are called gods, Fan-
cied divinities. Whether in heaven or in [“on")
earth. Both sorts were abundantly worshiped
in the ancient world—sun, moon, planets, and
stars; the earth, the ocean, rivers, and trees;
Jupiter, Minerva, and Venus; Hercules, the
Dryads, the Fauns, and the Satyrs. As there
be [“are"] gods many, and lords many. Nomi-
nally ; so called. The Revision makes this mean-
ing plain.

6. But [“yet"] to us there is but [omit
“but”] one God, the Father, of whom are all
things, and we in [“unto”) him. “Who produces
all things, himself uncreated and unoriginated,”
One Lord Jesus Christ, by [“through”] whom
are all things, end we by [“through”] him. We
are made for the glory of God as manifested in
the Lord Jesus Christ. :

7. Some with conscience of the idol unto this
hour eat it as a thing offered unto an idc!
[“some, being used until now to the idol, eat as
of a thing sacrificed to an idol”]. Paul, sure
that the god or goddess has no existence, seeing
that the idol symbolizes nothing at all, and that
the thing offered to the idol is given to Nothing,
might have a wholesome appetite for such meat,
considering it only as meat ; but others believing
in the existence of a god or goddess, and feeling

HOMILETICAL AND

The subject of the controversy leading Paul
to write to the Corinthians (chap. 8. 1-13)
might be classed by some as concerning the
things indifferent. Though the subject matter
of the controversy would seem to us to be trivial,
yet the importance of it was far-reaching. Paul
was laying down principles of action not only
for the strong brother toward the weak, but
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that the offering had been accepted by him or
her, could only eat it as a sacrifice, and this of
course would be a betrayal of the Lord Jesus.

8. In this verse Paul goes even farther, and
shows that this whole question of offered food is
a comparatively unimportant one, quite unim-
portant in God's eyes. But, as we shall see
from the next verse, it becomes of vital impor-
tance because of its relation to others.

10-13. Turning these verses into modern
words, the argument is as follows : “Some pagan
friends of yours might invite you to a dinner to
be served in the courts of a pagan temple. You
know that the food served has all previously
been offered to the idols, but you know also that
that is a meaningless ceremony, and so far as
you are concerned it will be a harmless, and
perhaps an economical and praiseworthy, thing
for you to accept the invitation and partake of
the dinner. But the consequences would be that
him which is weak, that is, the man who still
has beliefs in the truth of the pagan teachings,
will be builded up to ruin (that is the exact
meaning of the Greek phrase emboldened )—he
will be strengthened to become weaker; and
through thy knowledge shall the weak brother
perish.””  The dreadfulness of this is enhanced
by the thought that for this very weak brother
Christ died, and what we do to this weak brother
we do to Christ. Wherefore, 1, at least, Paul
says, will not only abstain from partaking of
the meats in pagan temples, I will abstain from
buying meats in the market which have been
previously offered to idols, and I will go farther
vet, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth,
lest I make my brother to offend, or “stumble.”

Here is the very strongest argument in favor
of strictly holy living, a manner of life which
would include total abstinence from all that
intoxicates, fcr the sake of the weak brother,
total abstinence from all questionable amuse-
ments, total abstinence from everything that
might make the weak brother to offend. The
teacher should beware lest the argument for
total abstinence seems to be founded only on
this reason. But here is one good reason ; there
remain innumerable others.

PRACTICAL NOTES.

also concerning the relation which the Christian
followers were to sustain to the great Roman
empire with its feasts, spectacular parades, and
exhibitions partly religious and partly secular.
On the one side of this controversy we find those
who knew that an idol was nothing and used

their liberty to buy and eat meat offered for
sale in the public market, which had been sacri-
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ficed to idols. On the other side were the
heathen converts to Christianity, who still had
superstitious notions concerning the influence of
the idols. They considered it wrong to partake
of the meat sacrificed to idols.

1. THE LIBERAL-MINDED.

The, liberal-minded man denied all existence
to “thé lords many and gods many.” Paui
agrees with them in this, there is but one God.
The real world does not contain any personality
such as was represented by the wood or stone
or metal idol—"an idol is nothing in the world.”
The man of knowledge would agree with Paul's
statement, “for though there be that are called
gods” (verse 5), giving an idol a high-sounding
title, naming a thing a god, did not thereby
endow it with the divine energy and person-
ality. Paul mentions several points of agree-
ment between himself and the liberal-minded
Christians of Corinth: belief in “the one God,
who is Father, source of all things; one Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we
by him." He also agreed with this class of
Christians that a man was “not the worse for
wot eating, nor the better for eating,” thus
acknowledging that the act as a thing in itself
was indifferent.

1. THE WEAK BROTHER.

There were Corinthian Christians who were
not yet set free from the religious convictions of
their old heathen state, and who were still in
the bondage of heathen ideas concerning idols.
The cause of the bondage is clearly stated: it
was lack of knowledge of the nothingness, empti-
ness of all claims wade for the supernatural
powers, of the idols. When these attempted to
eat of the meat which had been sacrificed at the
heathen altars their conscience condemned them,
“they were defiled,” they thought they were in
some measure communing with or acknowledg-
ing the god to whom the sacrifice had been
offered. The weak brother would imitate the
more liberal-minded, more enlightened, strong
brother, and, joining him “at meat in the idol's
temple,” at the festival held in honor of the
god, would thus be destroyed.

111, THEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL ETHICS.

Theoretically the meat offered to idols in it-
gelf was not different in its constitution from
any other meat. The liberal-minded brother
was in error because he was leaving out of the
question the element of his personal relation to
his fellow-men. He was striving on account of

~ his superior knowledge, for the individual right

v

[Fen. 15

of liberty of conscience, Paul calls his atten-
tion to the mistake which he has been making
when he writes, “knowledge puffeth up, but love
builds up.” Knowledge had created a pride and
obstinacy of action which in its very essence was
selfishness. Love builds up the weaker brother
and in kindness seeks only his good. Individual-
ism is intensified by knowlelge such as the
liberal-minded had at Corinth, Love thinks not
of her own, but becomes edifying to the other
person. Love breeds true Christian socialism ;
the strong think not of themselves, but of the
weaker brother. It becomes the highest Chris-
tian altruism. “But if anyone thinks he knows
anything he does not yet know it just as he
ought to know it.” There is a knowledge which
is deep and broad obtained through the emo-
tional nature—through love, We may think we
know our brother, and yet from lack of sym-
pathy or proper kindness and true spirit of help-
fulness we fall far short of really knowing him.
The Jewish Pharisee did not know the Gentile
world as he ought, being puffed up with Tal-
mudic knowledge and spiritual pride,

The true principle, guide to a practical ethic
in our relations with our fellow-men, is that of
love. The strong motive which Paul uses to the
Christians of Corinth is the love of Christ. The
liberty of the strong brother so operates that
“he who is weak is destroyed by your knowledge
—that brother of yours, for whose sake Christ
died.” Now, love builds up, saves, does not de-
stroy. Jesus did so much for the weak brother
to atone for his sins, sacrificing himself for the
weak one, surely cannot you forget your indi-
vidual rights and let the great law of love be
your principle of action toward your brother?

The interdependence and loving relationship
f men as brothers of the “one Lord Jesus
Christ by whose means everything exists, and
we as well” (verse 6), is beautifully stated by
the inspired writer. The end of man is not ther~
represented to be “the perfection of the indi-
vidual powers,” but care and consideration lest
we become such an offense—stumbling-block—
as to destroy the other man's salvation.

IV. A LIVING EXAMPLE.
After Joshua had urged upon the Israelites
the considerations why they should confirm and
ratify the covenar . which had been made be-

tween the chosen people and Jehovah he closed
his remarkable address with the words, “As for
me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”
Paul argues the whole question with the Co-
rinthians, and then closes by saying, “If what 1
eat is a means of offense to my brotber, [ will
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never in all the world eat meat, so that I may
not be a means of offense to him.” "I'he inspired
apostle thus places before them a concrete ex-
ample of righteous living. Good deeds become
the standard and rule of uction for many peo-
ple. The subtle arguments are not understood ;
the living man is known, revered, and becomes a
living standard of holy living.

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS,

1. To convince an-opponent we should seek
first for some common ground of agreement,

2. Practical ethics, good deeds, the strongest
kind of teaching for our fellows,

3. Love does mnot destroy any good, but
“builds up the weak.”

4. Individual liberty must be sacrificed for
the general good.

5. Responsibility for the sinning brother is
partly shared by the strongest.

6. No man liveth to himself. He must not
be a stumbling-block by which another stumbles
into destruction,

7. The law of love and love as a law opera-
tive in society for good in 1908 as in the first
century A. D,

8. Total abstinence from intoxicating liquors
is a great example of Christian love for our
fellow-men, [

Prismatic Lights on the Lesson.
PERPLEXITIES TO BE DISCUSSED,

The Corinthian church was only four years old
when great perplexities arose, To the everlast-
ing honor of Paul and the church, they were
not met in the spirit of authority, but by appeal
to individual judgment, enlightened by reason
and swayed by the example of the fit leader.
Discussion is life, Arbitrary authority is death
to those who stupidly submit.

The question in our lesson, sample of many
others to-day, was, Should worshipers of the
true God eat meat that had been offered to
idols?

Answer: Combine knowledge and love. Mere
knowledge makes man proud, a mere windbag ;
combined with love a solid structure of man-
hood is built (verse 1). Knowledge knows that
an idol is nothing (verse 4). It cannot even
taint meat. The one eternal God is not hurt
by the foolery of offering meat for nothing.
Such untainted meat does not condemn us be-
fore God, nor refraining from it commend us
to him.

But others do not know this. Their con-
science about the idol is not yet cleansed. What
about them? Be considerate. Do not make
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them to stumble by your knowledge and liberty.
Rather never eat any meat, offered to idois
or not, than have a weak brother perish for
whom Christ died (verse 13). Otherwise ye
become responsible, and sin against Christ,

This does not mean a placid yielding of any
principle of right, but only one of liberty, The
Bible is as full of Hebrew children who stood in
defiance of fiery furnaces and lions’ dens as it
is of Pauls who would surrender any liberty of
their own to save a weak brother,

This is the true ground in regard to temper-
ance, and things not wrong per s¢ to any par-
ticular individual, but which may be a snare and
death to others. A glass of wine, a card, a good
play is as nothiag in the world to some people.
But to others it is drunkenness, gambling, and
every earthly filth of lust made attractive and
alluring.

Paul did not hesitate to discuss these ques-
tions, thus setting an example to all teachers
and ministers. They are not to be referred to
the untrained judgments of young converts, or
those not converts, but they are to be considered
and illumined with all the light of knowledge
and experience,

The most ghastly evil of the world to-day is
the drink habit. It lowers health, wastes prop-
erty, corrupts the state, ruins character, and
damns the soul. The only true position for any
man seeking the best life is total abstinence for
self, and every infl e of le, ar
and legal restraint for others.

Thoughts for Young People.
THE LAW OF LIBERTY.

1. Paul's law is that liberty must be tem-
pered by love; that the individual must con-
sider the society of which he forms a part; and
that. after his own conscience is satisfied re-
garding the legitimacy of certain actions, he
must further ider how the ¢ i of his
neighbor will be affected if he uses his liberty
and does these actions. He must endeavor to
keep step with the Christian community of
which he forms a part, and must beware of giv-
ing offense to less cnlightened persons by his
freer conduct. He must consider not only
whether he himself can do this or that with a
good conscience, but also how the conscience of
those who know what he does will be affected
by it.

2. Paul emphasizes the sacredness or su-
premacy of conscience. + “Let every man be fully
persuaded in his own mind;” that is the one
legitimate source of conduct. A man may pos-

sibly do a wrong thing when he obeys con-._?‘
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science; he is certainly wrong when he acts
contrary to conscience, Ie may be helped to a
decision by the advice of others, but it is his
own decision by which he must abide., He must
act, not on the conviction of others, but on his
own. It is what he himself sees that must
guide him, He is bound o use every means to
enlighten his conscience and to learn with ac-
curacy what is right and allowable, but he is
also bound always to act upon his own present
perception of what is right. His conscience
may not be as enlightened as it ought to be.
Still, his duty is to enlighten, not to violate, it.
It is the guide God has given us; we must not
choose another.

8. Paul teaches that we must ever use our
Christian liberty with Christian consideration
of others. Love must mingle with all we do.
There are many things which are lawful for a
Christian, but which are not compulsory or
obligatory, and which he may refrain from do-
ing on cause shown. Duties he must of course
discharge, regardless of the effect his conduct
may have on others. He may be quite sure he
will be misunderstood ; he may be sure evil mo-
tives will be imputed to him: he may be sure
disastrous consequences will be the first result
of his action; but if conscience says this or
that must be done, then all thought of conse-
quences must be thrown to the winds. But
where conscience says, not “You must,” but
only “You may,” then we must consider the
effect our using our liberty will have on others.
We lie as Christians under an obligation to con-
gider others, to lay aside all pride of advanced
ideas, and this not merely that we may submit
ourselves to those who know better than we,
but that we may not offend those who are bound
by prejudices of which we are rid. We must
limit our liberty by the scrupulosity of preju-
diced, narrow-minded, weak people. We must
forego our liberty to do this or that if by doing
it we should shock or disturb a weak brother or

encoirage him to overstep his conscience.
[Dods.] .
Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes.

SURROUNDINGS.

The teacher should have clearly in mind the
answers to the questions councerning First Co-
rinthians suggested in last week's HINTS, so that
he can ask the questions in the proper place.

INTRODUCTION.

Bring to the class a bundle of letters similar
to those used in connection with the lesson for

~ January 25, and question upon them as sug-
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gested in the introduction to that lesson.
("Peacher, remember that a short, spirited re-
view is always in order and always very help-
ful.)

As it will take more time than is at the
disposal of the ordinary class to draw out the
lesson truths by questioning, the teacher should
be prepared to state concisely but comprehen-
sively the facts concerning the controversy that
was waged in the Corinthian church over the
sinfulness of eating meat offered to idols.

When this is understood tell the pupils that
we are to learn Paul's position in reference to
the question in our

LESSON TEXT,
to which all should turn in their Bibles. To
save time for the temperance teaching it will
be best for the teacher to summarize for the
pupils Paul's argument somewhat as follows :

1. Love is better than knowledge (verses 1-3).

2, There is but one God, therefore an idol is
nothing (verses 4-6).

3. Some do not
(verse 7).

4, Bating meat or refraining from eating does
not make us better or worse in God's sight
(verse 8).

5. A Christian should do nothing to cause
another to stumble (verses 9-12).

6. Therefore, Paul resolves to eat no meat, if
by doing so he causes his brother to stumble
(verse 13).

This conclusion is the part of the lesson text
upon which the teacher should spend the most
time. By various illustrations try to get the
pupils to understand what it means, because it
contains the germ of a principle the practice of
which is sorely needed in modern life.

understand this truth

APPLICATION.
When the vupils understand this truth, ask:
What has this principle to do with the matter
of drinking intoxicants? Teach:

1. Some say that they can drink wine or beer

or other intoxicating drink without injury to

themselves, which we do not admit ; but, even if |

this were so, still a Christian should not in-
dulge in these things, because by so doing his
example may lead some one else into sin. Illus-
trate.

2. Suppose a person is strong enough men-
tally and physically to drink intoxicants in
moderation, according to the scriptural idea he
has no right to drink them if by so doing he will
encourage some weak person to become a drunk-
ard. Tllustraie.
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3. Therefore, the only biblical position, the
only Christian position, is to refuse absolutely
to drink intoxicants, because it has been demon-
strated over and over again that millions of
persons have been led into sin and have filled
drunkards’ graves as the result of using them.

Note: The foregoing is in accordance with
our lesson text. In addition I would show the
young people that they have no guarantee that
they will not commit sin, that they themselyes
will not fill drunkards’ graves, if they begin to
taste that which has dragged so many splendid
men and women down to temporal and eternal
ruin,

Have all print

1 PROMISE TO BE
A TOTAL ABSTAINER

FOR MY ™Gw"™ SAKE.

If possible, have the pupils remain after
school for a short prayer service, during which
they shall be prayed for, and after which those
who have not yet signed a formal pledge to
abstain from intoxicants may have an oppor-
tunity to do so.

STUDY IN ADVANCE,

Ask the pupils to read 1 Cor. 13 and 1 John
4. 7-21 every day during this week. If the
teacher can procure for each member of the
class a copy of Henry Drummond’s booklet en-
titled The Greatest Thing in the World she
should do so, and urge each one to read it care-
fully and prayerfully before next Sunday.

Review words “Corinth” and “Abstinence.”

By Way of Illustration,

Knowledge versus Love, Knowledge without
love inflates the mind, but does not build up the
spiritual life; just as an excess of water in the
body causes a puffing up of the body, which is
quite different from that solid growth of flesh
which is a result of the healthful condition of
the blood. “The heart is wiser than the intel-
lect and works with swifter hands and surer
feet toward wise conclusions,” says J. G. Hol-
land.

The Decision of Love, Translate that injunc-
tion about the idol feast into modern life and
what does it come to but this—that the example
of some well-known professing Christian who
thinks he can take strong drink without harm
to himself, or go to a theater and come away
unpolluted, tempts others on the ice, who cannot
skate over the thin places as deftly, but break
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a hole and may be drowned? “Mr. Blank does
it; he is a Sunday school superintendent ;" or,
“He is a Christian; why may not 1?” No
Christian man has a right to consult only his
own inclination or capacity in ordering his life,
—Alexzander McLaren.

Verses 11-13. We are bound together. Going
up the Matterhorn we were all tied together. In
the perilous places, on icy slopes, clinging to the
face of rocky precipices, too faint to bear an-
other pound of burden, if anyone had slipped
or stumbled it would have involved peril and
almost certain death to all. In the first party
that ever got up young Haddon slipped, and not
only he fell over four thousand feet, but he
pulled three other men with him. No man
liveth to himself nor falleth alone. We are all
bound together. We are always on icy slopes,
and on the face of precipices, We have no right
to do what is even safe for us if it is dangerous
for others. We are each our brother's keeper.—
Bishop H. W. Warren.

The brother for whose sake Christ died. And
wounding their conscience ye sin against Christ,
Here is the structural idea of Christianity—the
cross, You cannot get the cross out of Chris-
tianity any more than you can get the backbone
out of a vertebrate animal. It is that which
differences and distinguishes him. If you would
have Christianity you must take the cross with
it. And the cross means service for others to
the point of sacrifice of the self. You cannot
wilfully harm the humblest and most ignorant
Christian, and not at the same time injure
Christ; for Christ is one with them. There
are thorns and nails for Christ still, when Chris-
tians drive them into their brother Christians,

It is the glory of Christianity that it teaches
its followers to live with the burden of all men's
well-being upon their hearts. We are proud of
the long leap forward sociological science has
taken in our day, but long before a single book
had been written on social science, before men
thought of studying men, Paul wrote, “If meat
maketh my brother to stumblé, I will eat no
flesh for evermore.”

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

The questions which troubled the conscience
of Corinthian Christians arose from circum-
stances quite different from ours, but were of
the same moral quality. So that the answer
for them is the answer for us. That is the
beauty of Old and New Testament. It is “up-
to-date” for spiritual teaching in any century
and every place. It was the custom in Corinth

on any family occasion of rejoicing, a marriage, ; ;
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birthday, or home-coming, to gacrifice in the
temple; and after certain parts of the animal
were burned as an offering to the god the guests
were invited to a feast at which the remaining
part was eaten. To a Christian convert among
heathen friends it was a question whether he
should break up the harmony of the family by
declining to attend the feast, or whether his
attendance would seem to prove him unfaithful
to his Christian faith. 1If it had been a clear
choice of whether he should go to the feast for
his own pleasure when by his presence there he
would countenance the worship of idols, there
would have been no room for argument.

We must choose decidedly between the world
and Christ. Jesus's word of authority is, “No
man can serve two masters: ye cannot serve
God and mammon.” But, having chosen. There
still are questions as to what one may or may
not do, which perplex the sincere young Chris-
tian. I say young Christian, because men and
women who have lived for years in fellowship
with Jesus as a Christian should live surely
should have clearly defined convictions and a
settled conscience on all such matters, But for
you, who, with sincere purpose, have just entered
the new life in Christ, there is a necessary edu-
cation and enlightenment of the conscience, and
St. Paul, who stands always for the highest
and truest liberty in the Christian life, clearly
defines the law by which that life should be
It is the law of love; the law which
controlled the life of Jesus on earth, and must
control all who would follow him. An idol was
nothing, only a piece of wood or stone; to an
enlightened Christian it would make no differ-
ence whether the meat he ate had been offered
to it or not. But here was another who still
had a conscience about it and might be hurt—
not displeased but seriously set back in his
Christian faith—by seeing this one eat. So,
St. Paul says, you must consider this thing not
from your own point of view only, but from the
point of view of your brother also. Is it not a
small matter to give up anything, whatever it
may be, though to you it is harmless, if by in-
dulging yourself you harm in the least one of
Christ’s “little ones!” Notice the reason: “For
whom Christ died.”” If he loved that soul
enough to die for it can you not love it enough
to deny yourself an hour's pleasure to build up
and strengthen its faith in him? May I dance?
May I go to the theater? How shall 1 spend
Sunday? May T indulge in this or that pleas-
ure? If you sincerely wish to know you may
find your answer :

1. Have a conscience,

Indifference and inds-
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cision destroy character. “Let everyone be
fully persuaded in his own mind.”

2. Consider others, and be careful of your in-
fluence over them, “If meat make my brother
to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world
standeth, lest I make my brother to offend.”
“Not seeking mine own profit, but the profit of
many that they may be saved.”

“Whether therefore ye eat or drink, or what-
ever ye do, do all to the glory of God." “The
earth is the Lord's, and the fullness thereof.”
He intends we shall possess and enjoy all that
is worth having. As for the “chaff which the
wind driveth away,” you do not want it, nor
do 1! AU

The Teachers’ Meeting.

The teachings of this lesson: 1. One God, the
Father, manifested to us in one Lord Jesus
Christ. All things proceed from God, and we
in all the departments of our lives live to him,
for his sake, on his account. 2. Other gods,
therefore, are excluded; there are no such
things, and temples erected to them are simply
erected and dedicated to nothing. It cannot be
intrinsically wrong to enjoy the shelter of such
a house or partake of the benefits of such food.
3. But there are people who mistakenly believe
such conduct to be deference to the idol, and
some of them would be led to imitate it, and
therefore would do their own conscience wrong.
4. Therefore the true Christian's law is to ab-
stain from everything that will injure others.
....What principles of this lesson apply to the
use of wine and other liquor, to our amusements,
and to our general aims in life?

Blackboard.

R ——

ABSTINENCE

The safest path to tread when there is any
question as to the propriety or benefit of a cer-
tain course is that of “abstinence.”” Should we
venture upon the indefinite and aimless path of
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“moderation” we may frequently find ourselves
on the verge of a moral precipice that startles us
with impending disgrace. If we continue long
in this road we will find it becomes wider and
less clearly defined, until we discover that our
moderation has grown by easy gradations to
“excess,” and we are left without the restrain-
ing influence of a conscience and a clear mind
and the strength of a sound body. What can
be the end of such a course but temporal dis-
aster and eternal ruin?

Coloring.—Ground, light brown ; path, cream ;
wording, white and yellow,

Library References.
THE EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS,
INTRODUCTION.—Gloag, Introduction to the
Pauline Epistles. Dods, Introduction to the
New Testament. Salmon, Introduction to the
New Testament. Godet, Introduction to the
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New Testament
Bible dictionaries,

CoMMENTARIES, —Edwards, First Corinthi-
ans (critical).  Beet, Hpistles to the Co-
rinthians (expository and eritical). Dods, First
Corinthians (expository ). Godet, First Co-
rinthians (critical).

SELF-CONTROL.—J ackson, First Things First,
page 1. Beecher, Sermons, vol. i, page 45,
Eaxcter Hall Lectures, vol, xv, page 69,

INFLUENCE.—Hillis, Investment of Influence,
Olin, 8., Works, vol. i, page 319. Bushnell,
New Life, page 186. Watkinson, Influence of
Skepticism on Character,

(8t. Paul's epistles), The

SERMONS ON THE LESSON.

Verse 5.—The Pulpit, London, vol. Ixvii, page
121.  Verse 11.—Homiletic Monthly, vol. viii,
page 3096, Beecher, H. W., Sermons, vol. i, page
325, Verse 13.—Chalmers, Thomas, Sermons,
vol. i, page 68,

LESSON VIIL

Christian Love. [Feb. 22.

GOLDEN TEXT. Now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three ; but the greatest
of these is charity, 1 Cor. 13, 13,

AUTHORIZED VERSION,

[Read 1 John 4, 7-21.]
1 Cor. 13, [ Commit to memory verses 1-8.]

1 Though 1 speak with the tongues of men
and of angels, and have not charity, I am be-
come as sounding brass, or a_tinkling cymbal,

2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and
understand all mysteries, and all knowledge ;
and though I have all faith, so that I could re-
move mountains, and have not charity, I am
nothing.

3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed
the poor, and though 1 give my body to be
burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me
nothing.

4 Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity
envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not
puffed up,

5 Doth not hehave itself unseemly, seeketh
no;l her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no
evil;

6 Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in
the truth;

7 Beareth all things, believeth all things,
hopeth all things, endureth all things.

8 Charity never faileth: but whether there be
prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be
tongues, they shall cease; whether there be
knowledge, it shall vanish away.

“t For we know in part, and we prophesy in
part.

10 But when that which is perfect is come,
then that which is in part shall be done away.

11 When I was a child. T spake as a child, T
understood as a child, T thought as a child : but

AMERICAN REVISED VERSION.*

1 If T speak with the tongues of men and of
angels, but have not love, I am become sounding
brass, or a clanging cymbal, 2 And if I have
the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and
all knowledge; and if I have alt faith, so as to
remove mountains, but have not love, I am
nothing. 3 And if I bestow all my goods to feed
the poor, and if I give my body to be burned,
but have not love, it profiteth me nothing.
4 Love suffereth long, and is kind; love envieth
not; love vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,
5 doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not its
own, is not provoked, taketh not account of evil $i
G rejoiceth not in unrigh but rejoicet}
with the truth; 7 beareth all things, believeth
all things. hopeth all things, endureth all things,
8 Love never faileth: but whether there be
prophecies, they shall be done away; whether
there be tongues, they shall cease ; whether there
be knowledge, it shall be done away. 9 For we
know in part, and we prophesy in part: 10 but
when that which is perfect is come, that which
is in part shall be done away. 11 When T was
a child, T spake as a child, I felt as a child, T
thought as a child : now that T am become a man,
I have put away childish things. 12 For now

* The American Revision, copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelsona
Bons. ¥




when I became a man, I put away childish
things.

12 For now we see through a glass, darkly;
but then face to face: now I know in part; but
then shall I know even as also I am known,

13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these

three ; but the greatest of these is charity.

Time and Place.—The First Epistle of
Paul to the Corinthians was written about
Easter, A. D, 57, from Ephesus.

Home Readings.
M. Christian Love. 1 Cor. 13.
Tu. A pleasant sight, Psa. 133.
W. Love your enemies. Luke 6. 27-38.
Th. Love exemplified. Luke 10, 25-37.
F. An example. John 13. 1-17.
8. Love in deed. 1 John 3. 10-18.
8. Love made perfect. 1 John 4. 7-21,

Lesson Hymas,

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 219.

More love to thee, O Christ,
More love to thee ;

Hear thou the prayer I make
On bended knee.

s

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 335.

Homes there are of want and sorrow,
Where th+ sunlight ne’er appears ;
Only grief, and woe, and pallor,
'Mid the flow of burning tears.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 435,
You're longing to work for the Master,
Yet waiting for something to do;
You fancy the future is holding
Some wonderful mission for you.
Ouesti

Q for Senior Schol

Give some general account of the First Epistle

to the Corinthians. Where written? What led
to the writing of this chapter in particular?
‘What does Paul here undertake to do? What
kinds of miraculous gifts does he mention?
~ What specific acts does he also mention? How
.~ dn these gifts and deeds compare with love?
What things are denied of charity? What things
aré affirmed of it? What additional quality of
love is named? How in this respect is it
rior to prophecy, and knowledge?

Qehnl

Questions for I Lot
1. Love the Best of Things Good (v. 1-3) .~
What excellent power of speech is mentioned?¥
What is its value without love? What special
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we see in a mirror, darkly; but then face to
face: now I know in part; but then shall I
know fully even as also I was fully known.
13 But now abideth faith, hope, love, these
three; and the greatest of these is love.

gifts are spoken of? What is he who has them
and has not love? What would the giving of
property or oneself amount to without love?
Why is love necessary with those things men-
tioned ?

2. Love in Everyday Life (v. 4-7) —How
many traits of love are given? What does love
not do? Can love exist and not be known?
Whom does love benefit? Is anything good lack-
ing in one who has perfect love?

8. Love Eternal (v. 813).—What is spoken
of that shall pass away? Why shall knowledge
pass away? What is said of our present knowl-
edge? What of knowledge in the future life?
What three graces are eternal? Which is the
greatest? Can you think why?

Questions for Younger Scholars,

When was Paul's heart full of hatred? Why
did he wish to harm Christians? How was his
heart changed? What did he then want to do?
Where did he get love? To whom did he write
about love? Why is the word “charity” used
instead of love? [t is an old name for love.
What is more than all knowledge or faith?
What is said about the nature of true love?
Why does it last forever? What are the three
things of the Spirit that will abide with us?
Which is the greatest of these three? Iow may
we have it in our hearts forever?

The Lesson Catechism.,
(For the entire school.)

1. When is one said to be nothing? When
he is without charity. 2. What is charity?
Love. 8. To what is our condition on earth
likened? To that of a child, 4. To what is our
condition hereafter likened? 7o that of a man.
5. What are the great Christian virtues, and
which is the greatest? GoLpEN TeXT: “Now
abidethk,” ete.

The Church Catechism,

14, Did our first parents continue in the estate
wherein God created them? Our first parents did
not continue in the estate wherein God created
them, but fell therefrom by sinning against God.

Romans 5. 12.

1I.

i
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I. THE INDISPENSABILITY OF LoVE.

Though I have all faith and have not charity,

I am nothing, v, 2.
Love is the fulfilling of the law. Rom.
13. 10,

Without me ye can do nothing. John 15. 5.

IL. Tue TRAITS OF LOVE.
Suffereth long, and is kind . .
evil, v, 4, 5,
Love worketh no ill to his neighbor.
13. 10.
Love covereth all sins,

Prov. 10, 12,

of religion,
to the miracul

gift of , some clai

for righteousness’ sake,

Verse 1. Though [“If"] I speak. Chris-
tianity has always placed a high estimate on
consecrated speech. The tongues of men and of
angels. The miraculous “gift of tongues,” like
most other spiritual gifts, had been occasionally
used for mere ostentation. Most that we know
of this early Christian phenomenon comes from
Luke's account of the pentecostal blessing and
from Paul's recurring allusions in his epistles,
The phrase “of angels” would indicate that the
words spoken under superhuman pressure were
not always in human language. Have not char-
ity. By a gradual change in meaning “charity”
now stands for love in endeavor rather than for
the principle or passion which starts the en-
deavor. \When our Bible was translated the
elder meaning was the popular one, and “char-
ity” here means not alms nor any sort of benef-
icence, but wvovs. Jounding bras»  ypecs
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. thinketh no

Rom.

love be wanting, present a beautiful picture of love,
ments with the permanence of the three graces, Faith,

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
A Study in Charity,
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III. Tne PERMANENCE OF Love,
Charity never faileth, v. 8.
Many waters cannot quench love. Sol,
Song. 8. 7.
I have loved thee with an everlasting love.
Jer, 31. 3.

IV. TuE GREATNESS OF Lov,
The greatest of these is charity. v, 13.
He that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God.
1 John 4, 16,
Everyone that loveth is born of God, and
knoweth God. 1 John 4. 7.

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

This lesson, like the last, is selected from Paul’
Corinth was torn by factions, and misunderstandings h
were in danger of dying away. Usually when Christians * lose their first love they do not become out-and-
out sinners ; and often *‘ backsliders " are the most eager and combative advocates of the forms and shows
It need not surprise us, therefore, that in Corinth some of the quarrelsome Christians aspired
d to be prophets and others to be miracle workers, some
made great sacrifices of worldly goods on behalf of the poor, and others showed eagerness to be persecuted
Meanwhile genuine Christian love was imperceptibly slipping out of their hearts,
Many a modern church has had episodes in its history like this of the church of Corinth ; and such episodes are
immeasurably perilous. The readiness of the Corinthian Christians to turn to Paul as arbitrator and re-
ligious guide was, however, a wholesome symptom. They seem to have formulated their troubles into a
series of questions which covered many phases of ecclesiastical, soclal, and domestic life.
these questions Paul evades nothing, makes clear distinction between his own judgment and
the divine 8pirit, and marshals his facts and arguments in masterly fashion,
cussion, he suddenly unveils the one essential trouble of the Corinthian church—Ilack of love,
of the debater soften as he chants this matchless psalm of love,
tian life. The chapter divides itself into three paragraphs, which prove the worthlessness of every virtue if
and contrast our progress through transient develop-
Hope, and Love ; *“and the greatest of these is love,"”

s First Epistle to the Corinthians, The church at
ad 8o multiplied that the graces of Christian character

In answering
revelations by
Then, in the midst of his dis-
The tones
Here is the underlying virtue of all Chris-

bronze or copper, Brass, as we know it, is a
modern invention. The allusion here is not to
musical instruments such as are used by our
“bands,” but to the unmusical noise made by a
large thin piece of echoing metal, A tinkling
[“clanging”] ecymbal, The metal cups called
cymbals when struck together give forth noise
rather than music. To no one without refined
musical taste would such similes as these be
apt to come, The entire verse may be para-
phrased as follows: “The highest eloquence
about the Gospel without love in the heart is
empty words.”

2. Prophecy. Inspired teaching, here as often
elsewhere including the foretelling of the future,
Understand. “Know.” Mysteries and knowl-
edge are a pair of phrases which together com-
prehend all the deep things of God. The false
vetlgionn of anticuity had thets “lsysterion” ar




v

which much was made in the classic age. There
was an “exoteric” belief and manner of life for
the multitude, and an “esoteric” life, a “mys-
tery,” for those specially initiated. It is in this
sense that Paul uses the word “mysteries.” He
regards prophecy and “tongues,” and all gifts
and graces which can be acquired only by the
special gift of God, as Christian “mysteries,” to
some slight degree analogous to those of pagan-
ism. As our Lord said, “These go mot forth
without prayer and fasting.” “Knowledge,” on
the other hand, includes those revealed truths
(and they are many) which await reverent
study. Like the philosophies of antiquity,
Christianity presents to its followers writings,
seriptures, which make the studious soul wise,
Faith as a dynamic force was unknown to
paganism, but Jesus and his apostles constantly
affirm that he who has it has all power. But
without charity [“love”] the Christian would be
destitute of spiritual life, and mysteries, knowl-
edge, and faith would be of no avail. The pupil
may ask, “Can a man have supernatural gifts
and not be harmonious with God?” He can.
Bal and 8 are e les from Bible
story, and parallels might be furnished from
modern Church history. “One may accomplish

. wonders in the Gospel, and yet himself remain

untouched by its power.”

8. If I bestow all my goods to feed the poor
without love, the recipient may be benefited, but
not the giver. Though [“If"] I give my body
to be burned. There is no account of a Chris-

“ tian having been put to death by fire as early as

the date of this epistle, but fanatical self-
sacrifices of this sort were known in the ancient
world. The phrase is Paul's way of saying
that one cannot earn goodness by penance; that
actions have mno intrinsic value; that the
“profit,” or goodness, of conduct depends on
motive.

4-7. Here we have a picture of Love at work.
1. It is long-suffering, patient, forbearing even
toward enemies. 2. It is kind; does not only
feel benevolently, but acts beneficently. 3. It
envieth not, We cannot be vexed at the success
of those we truly love, and we should love all
men and women. 4. It vaunteth not itself.
Does not parade before others its own supposed
superiority, for boasted superiority separates,
whereas love unites. 5. Doth not behave itself
wnseemly. True love will inspire true polite-
ness. “The man will make the manners” is a
better maxim than “The manners will make the
man.” 6. Secketh not her own, “Is not spe-
cially careful for 'er own things.” Love and
selfishness are incompatible. 7. Is not easily
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provoked. The Revised Version omits the word
+easily,” which is not in the original ; when love
is provoked to anger it is love no longer.
8. Love thinketh no evil. *“Taketh no account
of evil.” It sees the good of its beloved ones.
9. Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the
truth. It is not love, but envy, which is pleased
when a Christian falls or a rival makes a mis-
take. The “truth” here stands for the Gospel
and gospel influence. 10. Beareth all things.
“Covereth” all things. Is silent about wrong;
never retaliates. 11. Believeth all things, hopeth
all things, endureth all things, 1s confident in
the immortality of virtue.

In these verses “love is presented as the
spring and sum of all virtues—patience ; kind-
ness; freedom from envy; unostentatiousness;
humility; politeness; unselfishness; forbear-
ance; unsensitiveness; unsuspiciousness; pain
because of wrong; joy in truth; charitable con-
fidence; undying hope. All this springs from
love as an oak from the acorn. Character, like
trees, must be evolved out of the mystery of its
own possessed life.”

8-12. Here the apostle develops the idea of
the permanence of love, the excellences of which
he has described.
ecy, knowledge, deeds of heroism, deeds of
beneficence—all these are merely provisional;

they shall fail, ccase, vanish away; but Faith, i

Hope, and Love are permanent. The other gifts
are partial, too, as well as provisional.
know in part, and we prophesy in part. “As a
man lays aside the puerilities of his childhood,
so the spirit in its progress lets fall the rudi-
ments of the spiritual life in proportion as it
comes into the fullness of love.” - This is the
meaning of verse 11,

until he enters into the fullness of love. The
patriarchal revelation and the Mosaic law were
divine means for the training of the childhood of
the race, but full manhood in spiritual life as
well as in physical life puts away childish
things, Now we sce through a glass [“in a
mirror”]. Mirrors in Paul's time were by no
means the brilliant articles that we now have.
The metal was imperfect, the reflection was
blurred, and the Greek word for darkly might
be readily rendered “in a riddle;” *“confusedly.”
But then. 1In the fullness of love. Relatively
in this world, perfectly in the heavenly world,
shall I know fully cven as also 1 was fully
known (Revised Version).

13. The greatest of these is charity [“love”].
This verse should be drilled into the verbal

The gifts of tongues, proph- =

We

As a child is trained by
primers and childish conceptions, so man is
trained by prohibitions and commands at first -
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memory of every child in the class. Love is the
greatest of all virtues; greatest in extent, em-
bracing all things; greatest in endurance, last-
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ing forever ; greatest in manifestation, resulting
in fruits; greatest because embracing all other
graces,

HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

The “supremely excellent way” is that of
Christian love. It is love in the highest and
purest sense, embracing all things, including
God and man. The thirteenth chapter of First
Corinthians contains the highest Christian
ethics, comprehensive in quality, far-reaching in
time as to its principles, and adapted to every
condition of mankind.

1. LOVE THE ESSENTIAL ESSENCE OF ALL ETHICAL
EXCELLENCE,

Paul shows this by contrasting love with
various gifts. As he makes the comparison he
finds that the ordinary valuable possessions of
this life, either mental or material, are as noth-
ing compared to Christian love,

Though 1 speak with the tongues. Human
eloquence and angelic symphony he considers as
noise when compared with the harmony and
beautiful development of soul caused by love.
The angelic choir was not to Paul a mere mat-
ter of the fancy. Ile had heard the chanting
of another world than this. He had listened to
the soft, sweet, persuasive, eloquent addresses
of Greek orators. These gifts are inharmonious
as compared with the music of the well-balanced
soul brought into harmony with itself, its God,
and fellow human beings.

The writer then names a class of gifts higher
than mere art of expression. First the gift of
prophecy is contrasted with love. What though
a man be inspired, raised to an exaltation of
spiritual sight above his fellows, so that he can
prophesy, he may be as Balaam wishing to
curse rather than bless Israel. Caiaphas, with
hate in his heart for Jesus, yet uttered a pro-
phetic truth (John 11, 50).

He advances a step farther when he says,
“Though I know all the mysteries.” A person
could be something more than a prophet, a mere
flute or instrument used by God to convey mes-
sages to man. He might know the hidden
wisdom of the relation of God, to angels, to
men in the mystery of redemption, and yet if he
did not have love he is nothing. Satan has
knowledge of many mysteries hidden to man, but
in moral worth his value is as nothing. He
might be a great scientist, removed from per-
sonal contact with many human beings, pos-
sessing secrets of nature, of the rocks, of the
chemistry of plants. of the constitution of the
planets, of the reasons for the changes of the

seasons, and be without love for God or loving-
kindness to men. He might be a wonderful
philosopher, understanding the mind of man,
capable of formulating the laws of progress, able
to predict from “the spirit of the times” the
development of ci ilization, and yet, being with-
out “the supremely excellent way,” be as noth-
ing. He might be a huge intellectual machine, a
Frankenstein without moral worth. Though
one should have the power to remove mountains
—the miracle-working power—and did not have
love he would be as nothing in the balances of
heaven. Rk

Love is next compared with charity and mar-
tyrdom. Though one should dole out by little
portions vast estates or all his living and have
not the right motive, the true love for his fel-
lows, this kind of philanthropy would be as
nothing. Charity can be given to avoid annoy-
ance, from pride, or to secure favor in some
other direction from those who are benefited.
Later in the Christian Church there were some
who sought to be burned that they might have
the good will or approval of their fellows. There
appeared quite early in the Church a gloss of
the text in which were inserted after the words,
“and though I give my body to be burned,”
these words, “in order that I may boast.”
Martyrdom would not profit if love was not in
the heart.

IL. THE POSITIVE CHARACTER OF LOVE.

1. Suffereth long and is kind. There are
many occasions in everyday life when the
natural consequence of friction with our fellow-
men would lead us to be impatient, displeased,
or angry. The consequent indignation would
perhaps be justified by reason and the senti-
ments and laws of our time, but a great love for
humanity will cause us to practice self-restraint
and wait until some explanation or ameliorating
statement is made concerning the supposed
fault of our brother.

Love is kind. She does not merely withhold
angry feelings from bursting upon the guilty or
faulty individual; she becomes useful in deeds
of kindness, taking away the cause of our
brother's offense. There are a thousand ways
known to love by which she can become kind
and useful.

2. Rejoices with the truth. Truth
personified. and love rejoices with truth.

is here
Not
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the truth of the Gospel only, but all truth, She
recognizes truth as a blessed companion, helpful
in the moral world, and making for the happi-
ness and well-being of mankind., Every triumph
of truth is felt by love to be a positive gain, a
step advancing the race, bringing humanity
nearer God. For this blessed consummation of
maturity she with delight hails every victory
over darkness, error, falsehood.

3. Bears cverything. Love endures as the
sailor the ¢ voyage, or the watchman the
long waiting, or the pilgrim the difficult, rugged
pathway to the heights, or the soldier the hard
blows of battle, The Christians were perse-
cuted, tormented, maltreated, without just
cause, and love's attitude toward all this was
to be one of calm endurance. Love also endures
all the scorn, hardness of heart, ignorance,
which falls to the lot of that one seeking to
bring salvation to a world of sinners. The rude-
ness of the world, like an adverse wind to the
traveler, is received by love with patience,
“Whatever love may encounter from others that
is calculated to make it impatient, all this it
bears; whatever can make it distrustful, all this
it trusts for; whatever might serve to destroy
hope in a neighbor, all this it hopes for; what-
ever might cause it to sink in weakness, be-
neath all this it holds its ground in firmness and
endurance.”

4. Believes everything. Love believes in all
goodness ; has faith 1 human nature, in God's
goodness ; does not fret and worry like sad pessi-
mists, but has a wholesome healthy credence for
all the bright sides of the dark pictures of earth;
always sees “the light in the cloud.”

5. Hopes everything. Love is spoken of here
as actively hoping all things. Love is the spring
of all moral goodness for the soul. Love hopes
for the best in society and the universe. She
loves a mighty heavenly Father, and, believing
in him, hope is always cheering the soul onward
to a realization of some better thing.

1II. THE NEGATIVE SIDE OF LOVE.
Wars have been caused in
many instances by envy. Egypt wanted Pales-
tine, Babylon was willing to fight for it. Ger-
many desired Alsace and Lorraine, France ve-
sisted the envious claim. The United States
looked with longing eyes on New Mexico and
captured that country. Russia went to war with
China for Manchuria. Love keeps the peace by
not desiring another man's goods.

2. Boasts not. Love is beautiful in its sim-
plicity and humility. Not the Uriah Heep, sinis-
ter, hypocritical humility of selfishness, but the

1. Envies not,
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humility of the lily, the self-possession of one
who desires to be a helper and not a hinderer
in this world.

3. Is not conceited. There is no swelling of
pride at one’s own gifts and striving constantly
to gain applause for these talents,

4. Her conduct is not unbecoming. Walking,
talking, riding, sitting, public or private con-
duct is always seemly. She does nothing of
which she need be ashamed. She is decorous
and becoming.

5. Not sclf-seeking. She does not make her-
self the center of the universe and expect every-
thing in heaven and earth to come her way and
be helpful to her interests. There are some
who are so presumptuous that they try to compel
God to serve their ends here on this planet.
They so act and so pray. Love seeks not its
own pleasure or enjoyment, its own reputation
or advancement or honorable position.

6. Not easily provoked. Does not dwell on its
own wrongs ; is not easily irritated. Her anger
is kept down and not allowed to manifest itself
at every petty grievance, She does not brood
over the wrongs which have been inflictea upon
her, just though her cause may be. She looks
steadily at the blessings and not at the blunders
of society.

7. Taketh not account of evil. She does not
in a hopeless, melancholy way recount the evil
things which are sins. She does not “boast in
the triumphs of wrong.” She has too large a
heart to be glad when there is a downfall of the
mighty, the person who has won success by
wrong doing, and the change comes and they are
humiliated or disgraced. She does not say, “I
told you so;” the reversal of fortunes gives her
no personal satisfaction, The accounts of des-
peradoes and scandalous news of wrongdoers in
high society as served up by the morning news-
papers have no charm for her.

IV. LOVE 18 ETERNAL.

The flowers wither—*fail;" the leaves fall—
“fail ;" the limbs of the body grow weak and
“fail,” The original Greek word translated
“faileth” has the meaning of ceasing to be, non-
existence. Christian love never fails, never
ceases to be, We are in a changing world., The
great gifts of prophecy shall come to naught.
When all the prophecies are fulfilled there will
be no hidden mysteries, and hence no exercise
for such gifts. The gift of tongues and earthly
knowledge will not be needed in ‘“‘the age to
come,” hence will be as nothing. Even the best
and highest kind of knowledge is mixed with
images of this sense-world and imperfect.

to |
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“When the perfect has come,” then the tran-
sient, relative world of knowledge will pass
away. So, then, the abiding eternal virtues are
faith, hope, love, but the greatest of these is
love.

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS,

1. Eloquence is not a certain mark of a lov-
ing heart.

2. A rich vocabulary—a gift of language—is
not a sure sign of a heart full of love.

£, It does not certainly follow that because a
teacher unravels many mysterious problems
that there is love in the heart for the scholars.

4. The worldling becomes bitter under afflic-
tion, but love suffers and is sweet and kind,

5. Reserve energy in physical culture is nee-
essary for the next day’s development. Love is
the latent or hidden reserve energy for spiritual
development, -

6. All things change and pass away, but Love
abides forever,

Prismatic Lights on the Lesson.
THE GREATEST THING IN THE WORLD.

A thousand men have written about this chap-
ter. No one of them has ever approximated the
chapter itself. It is an echo of heaven's perfect
music. It is an expansion of that marvelous
condensation of the second commandment, It
is an expression of the essence of God. The
word occurs one hundred and fourteen times in
the New Testament, and should always be
translated “love.”

When God’s precepts were too vast for our
comprehension of their words he embodied them
in a life, When words would be cold and lifeless
his son acted tbem out in a thousand kindly
deeds. So this lesson presents the characteris-
tics of love, as a diamond, by its many facets
shows the prismatic hues of light.

Love surpasses human and angelic eloquence,
foreknowledge, science, all-moving faith, alms-
giving, voluntary sacrifice of self,

It is manifested in life by long-suffering, kind-
mess, absence of envy, humility, politeness, sur-
render of its own, genial temper, freedom from
suspicion, joy in the truth, protects all from
harm, never despairs, is in perennial flower,
The southern sky gleams with the galaxy of the"®
Cross. Every human sky may glow with a far
brighter galaxy of these stars, if love illumines
the heart,

Life is so arranged as to train us in every
one of these supernal excellencies. There is no
day that does not give opportunity to develop
and perfect these Godlike qualities. Tt leads up
to the perfect manhood. Tt is the first quality
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developed in the babe,
thing in the dying man,

In every other thing we are imperfect. The
eye has to be assisted for telescopic or micro-
scopic vision. The ear is susceptible to only a
few vibrations in the unlimited gamut. One's
personal equation varies with state of health. In
every physical particular we are imperfect. In
knowledge we are lamentably deficient, and in
judgment often perverse. But we may be made
perfect in love. Why? Because it is God's
fresh creation. He makes a perfect heart, But
can it remain so? Certainly, because it is ever
kept so by the constantly shed abroad love of
God in our hearts by the Holy Ghost.

No wonder it is the greatest thing in the
world. It is God.

Here is ideal manhood. Have we attained it?

It is the last surviving

Thoughts for Young People.
PAUL'S ESTIMATE OF LOVE.

1. Paul is here writing about love, plain,
simple love, such as we are all familiar with,
The Greek word appears one hundred and four-
teen times, and ninety-six times it is rendered
love. It is so rendered each time that it is used
by the Saviour and by John. It is so rendered
here in the Revised Version. All sorts of love—
paternal, filial, brotherly, social—are outgrowths
of this great possessing principle, They are the
leaves, the buds, the twigs, the brnnche_q,‘of the
“love that is of God.”

2. It is the greatest thing in the world. Ora-
tory was very powerful among Greeks, espe-
cially so at Corinth, but even an angel orator
without love would be a clatterer. Prophecies
were nothing; faith was a failure; charity
(giving one’s goods to the poor) was good for
nothing ; not even martyrdom by burning would
count. The perfection of morality is a failure,
But love is the fulfilling of the law. 1

3. Love is perfection. It is unselfish, does
not envy, or boast, or pretend, or grasp. It is
graceful, does not behave itself unseemly. It is
loyal to truth. It knows how to suffer long and
be kind. It is confiding. It is permanent.

4. We may all possess this love. Old tradi-
tion says that Joseph, when garnering the grain
of Egypt, scattered husks and chaff at foun-
tains, on streams, and before winds, that the
famine-stricken everywhere might know that
grain awaited them. We attain here only the
hint of pure exhaustless grain. Abundance
awaite all, and in perfection. All may begin

and grasp and hold this heavenly, Godliké love.
Faith enlightens, hope buoys, but love
goal and abideth greatest over all.

is the
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Hints for I diate Classes.

SURROUNDINGS.

The same as for the last lesson. A very brief
review of the guestions asked last Sunday con-
cerning the First Epistle to the Corinthians is
all that is necessary.

Teachi

INTRODUCTION,

This lesson is so familiar to the averzge
Bible reader that there is great danger that
both teacher and pupil will neglect to make
especial preparation for the class. The result
will be that the valuable study time will be
frittered away in talking commonplaces and
generalities.

The teacher who realizes how important is the
subject of our lesson, and how much is to be
gotten out of it, will put forth unusual en-
deavors to so master the

LESSON TEXT
that its teachings may be impressed in very
definite ways upon the hearts of the pupils. It
is suggested that the class teaching be along
the line of these four questions, which the
teacher shall propound to the pupils one at a
time :

1. What is love better than?

2, What does love do?

3. What does love not do?

4. What is love greater than?

Let the pupils print on their pads the answers
to each of these questions, using their Bibles to
find what to print. These answers will appear
somewhat as follows:

1. YOVE 18 BETTER THAN

(1) THE POWER TO SPEAK WITII TONGUES.
(2) THE POWER TO PROPHECY.
(3) THE POWER TO UNDERSTAND MYSTERIES.
(4) KNOWLEDGE.
(3) Farrm,
() FEEDING TIHE POOR.
(T) SACRIFICING ONE'S LIFE.
2. Love
(1) SUFFERS LONG.
(2) Is KIND.
(3) REJOICETH WITH THE TRUTIL
(4) BEARETH ALL TIHT
() BELIEVETH ALL THIN
(6) HOPETH ALL THINGS.
(7) ENDURETH ALL TIINGS,
3. LOVE DOES NOT
(1) Envy.
(2) VAUNT ITSELF.
(3) BEHAVE ITSELF UNSERMLY.
/4) SEEK ITS OWN.
(1) GET PROVOKED EASILY.
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(6) THINK EVIL.
(T) REJOICE IN INIQUITY.

4, LOVE IS GREATER THAN

(1) Farrm.
(2) Hore.

Perhaps the teacher will conclude after study-
ing this outline that the time at his disposal is
too short to go over it all in the class. That
will, in most cases, be a most wise conclusion.
It will be most profitable to take one question
(say question 1 or question 3) and have the
pupils print the answers to it, the teacher ques-
tioning on the various terws that form the
answer as the study proceeds. At any rate, the
result aimed for is not a large amount of ground
covered, but that which is gone over may be
understood.

APPLICATION.

After having each member of the class repeat
the Golden Text with the word love substituted
for charity have all print the following for the
purpose of looking at it and praying it daily:

LORD, GIVE ME

LOVE,

THE GREATEST OF ALL THINGS.
STUDY IN ADVANCE.

Tell the pupils that on next Sunday we are
going to talk about the Holy Spirit, and that
you wish them to learn during the week the
answers to the following questions concerning
him:

1. Who is he?

2, Where is he?

3. What is his work?

4. What will he do for Christians?

Review words “Corinth” and “Love.”

By Way of Tllustration.

Love is the soul, the life of Christianity.
Take a man and array him with every imagin-
able brilliant gift and every grace, leaving out
love, and you have but dressed up—nothing.
JT'he most brilliant eloquence is only noise and
not even music, but harsh clanging. Many an
orator, gifted with all gifts of speech and lack-
ing love, has been only too sad an illustration
of this. while some humble speaker, with no trace
of the other's gifts, has the indefinable charm
and power that conquers hearts. The gaudiest
flowers are not the sweetest-scented. Intellec-
tual force is precious, spiritual insight is even
more preci and a miracle-working faith 1s to
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be desired ; but what would these be if love were
absent? A long row of ciphers. I’ut the sig-
nificant figure before them, and they become
something.

Love cannot be defined. Love is a compound
thing, Paul tells us, It is like light. As you
have seen & man of science take a beam of light
and pass it through a crystal prism, as you have
seen it come out on the other side of the prism
broken up into its component colors—red and
blue and yellow and violet and orange and all
the colors of the rainbow—so Paul passes this
thing, Love, through the magnificent prism of
his inspired intellect, and it comes out on the
other side broken up into its elements. And in
these few words we have what one might call
the spectrum of Love, the analysis of Love.
Will you notice that these elements have com-
mon names ; that they can be practiced by every
man in every place in life. The Spectrum of
Love has nine ingredients: Patience—*Love
suffereth long.”  Kindness—"And is kind.”
Generosity—"Love envieth not.” Humility—
“Love vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up.”
Courtesy—"Doth not behave itself unseemly.”
Unselfishness—*"Seeketh not her own.” Good
Temper—*Is not easily provoked.” Guileless-
ness—"“Thinketh no evil.” Sincerity—""Rejoic-
eth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth.”
These make up the supreme gift, the stature of
the perfect man.—Henry Drummond,

There is no adequate substitute for love.
When Methodism came to England “as an angel
of rebuke” the cathedrals were well supplied
with clergy ; bishops, deans, canons stood spon-
sor for the religious life of a people whose faith
had been buried deep beneath the moldering
clay of form and of ritual; in the pulpits there
was eloquence; in the pews emptiness; two
hundred was a large congregation for a cathe-
dral, and fifty would not have been regarded
small. But just beyond the city limits in God's
own temple, the open sky for roof, the green
grass for carpets, ten and sometimes twenty
thousand people at a single service were listen-
ing eagerly to the homely souk-searching homi-
lies of Whitefield and Wesley. When dignitaries
of Church and State rode out in their crested
carriages to see what was the attraction they
found field preachers, many of whom lacked
rhetorical grace, but their souls were leaping in
every utterance, and the hungry-hearted multi-
tude hearing the beating heart behind the fer-
vent word was satisfied.—Nehemiah Boynton,

“Now we see through a glass darkly” The
rabbis had a saying which interprets this verse:
“Even as a king who with common people talks
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through a veil, so that he sees them, but. they
do not see him, but-when his friend comes to
speak to him he removes this veil, so that he
might see him face to face, even so did God
speak to Moses.,"—Marcus Dods.

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

It has been quite the fashion of late among
people who have the time—or take the time—to
read the published *“love letters” of various in-
dividuals, Here is the greatest love letter ever
written, Let it be our fashion to read it over
and over again until its words and its spirit
shall enter into our very hearts’ being. To tear
a beautiful rose apart, even to examine its per-
fect structure, seems almost a sacrilege. To
attempt an analysis of this eulogy upon Leve
seems presumptuous and useless, It is better
to look at it, breathe its perfume, keep it fresh,
let it fill our hearts with fragrance, as a rose
does a room. You cannot make a rose; you
cannot make Love. It grows from a root. It
has life in itself. The rose was put in the earth
by God, when he said, “Let there be the tree
vielding fruit after his kind, and God saw that
it was good.” Love was put in the human soul
by God when he breathed his own life into it,
and he “saw everything that he had made, and,
behold, it was very good.” But reses have their
thorns now ; and this beautiful creation of Love,
fairest of all that ever was made, is a broken
flower. What remains of it is still the loveliest
and best possession of the heart, but it is so
overgrown and tangled with selfishness and sin
that it can hardly be recognized, as it was at
first, as a part of God himself. But here is a
picture of the restoration; of Love in the heart
a8 God first made it and as only God gan make
it again—unselfish; pure in motive; iipd; mot
envious ; gentle ; courteous ; genereus’; orgiving ;
helpful ; cheerful; burden-bearing ; believing and
hoping the best for all men and all things ; never-
failing; through di g t, di i
ment, ingratitude, true to the uttermost. The
desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose
when love like this shall once more bloom as
long ago in Eden. There will be beauty and
fragrance in your life when love like this
blooms in the garden of your heart. But you
cannot make it. It comes from a root “whose
seed is in itself.” God is love; love is-of God.

He that loveth is born of God.

Go into your gorden when the earth is soft
after a rain, and plant the root of a rose tree.
Give it good conditions in which to grow—
water. sun, and proper soil—and soon you will
see for your delight a perfect rose. Plant in
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your heart, now, while the Spirit makes it soft
and receptive, the seed of a true repentance,
and faith in the Lord Jesus, your Saviour and
Deliverer from sin; give the proper conditions
for growth, by prayer and the reading of God's
word, and soon you will find this beautiful grace
transforming your nature, giving you a new
relation to God and to your fellowmen, making
this life really a part of heaven, where Love
abideth forever.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

The best plan for teaching this lesson is
.shown by the natural divisions of the chapter:
1. Begin by showing what is meant by charity,
which should read love, and show how love is
the controlling principle of the Gospel, its mo-
tive on the divine side and on the human. TIllus-
trate the evidences of God's love to man, and
of man's love in the Gospel....IL Next show
the worth of love by the contrasts in verses 1-3.
Explain the miraculous gifts, ete,, but do not
linger on discussions of them, as there are more
practical topics. Show how correspondent with
“tongues” is eloquence; with “prophecy” is in-
sight into truth, etc, making application to the
present time....ITL Present the traits of love
as here shown in verses 4-7, With each trait
let a suitable Scripture text be read. Karnestly
present these traits as our ideal in character:
1. Patience; 2. Gentleness; 3. Contentment ;
4, Humility: 5. Courtesy; 6. Unselfishness ;
7. Self-control ; 8, Charitableness in judgment ;
.90. Liberality of opinion; 10. Trustfulness ;
11. Hopefulness....IV. The permanence of
love, as the one grace (with faith and hope)
subsisting forever in the Church on earth and
in heaven. -

and .
MANIFESTATION .
OF A TRVE HEART

"For every kind and generous deed there is a
 motive deep in the giver's heart. The beauty
~ of a Christian life is the flashing forth of a
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heart irradiated with love. Like the ray of
light broken by the prism into its various ele-
mentary colors, God's love entering our hearts
is manifested in those virtues which are the
distinguishing characteristics of a Christian.
If our lives are without these graces let us ask
ourselves whether the love of God is shed abroad
in our hearts. The initials stand for patience,
kindness, generosity, humility, courtesy, unsel-
fishness, (good) temper, guilelessness, sincerity
—the spectrum of love,

Coloring.—*Love,” red; light and prism,
white: heart, pink; rays, red, orange, yellow,
green, hlue, indigo, and violet,

Library References.
COMMENTARIES ON THE CHAPTER.~Drum-
mond, Greatest Thing in the World, Dods, 8
First Corinthians.
Cuariry—Olin, 8., Works, vol. ii, page 440, |
Guthrie, Man and the Gospel, page 188, i
Farri—Merrill, W. I, Faith Building. =
Merrill, W. D—Faith and Sight. Vincent,
M. R., Faith and Character, Wise, D., Faith,
Hope, Love, Duty. Hare, J. C, Victory of
Faith, McCosh, Intuitions. Bibliotheca Sacra
July, 1860. Ewzcter Hall Lectures, vol. xx, page
119.

Hove.—Wright, Patience of Hope. Marten-
sen, Dogmatics, page 450. Wesley, J., Sermons,
vol. i, page 157. Bartol, Radical Problems, pag !
362, Liddon, Our Lord’s Divinity, pages 72-

SERMONS ON THE LESSON.

Verse 1.—Homiletic Monthly, vol. viii, page
446, Newman, J. IL., Sermons, vol. v, page 371. ;
Stockton, W. 8., Sermons for the People, page E
200. Wesley, J., Works, vol. vii, page 40. |
Verse 2.—Stockton, Sermons for the People,
pages 317, 332. Newman, J. H., Sermons, vol.
ii, page 850. Homiletic Monthly, vol. iv, page
141.  Verse 4.—Blair, Sermons, page 304.
Homiletic Review, vol, xvii, page 524; vol. xxxi,
page 509. Verse b, —Griffin, E. D., Sermons, =
page 189, Verse G.—Howe, J., Works, vol. ii, §
page 213. Verse 8.—Walker, J., Sermons, vol.
ii, pages 27, 00. Homiletic Monthly, vol. iv,
page 393. Verse 9.—Wesley, J., Works, vol.
vi, page 337. Homiletic Monthly, vol. ix, page
56 ; vol, xvi, page 436, The Treasury, vol. viii,
page 15, Saurin, J., Sermons, vol. viii, page
03. Verse 10.—Buckminster, J. 8., Sermons,
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tian Life and Truth, page 94. Blair, Sermons,
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Primavy Teachers’ Department,

Primary Teaching,

One of the most difficult and, at the
same time, important positions in our
Sunday School work is that held by the
primary teacher. We hope the time is
forever past when the idea prevails that
anybody can teach, the primary -class.
Speaking of primary teachers and teach-
ing, a writer in the Baptist Teacher says:

“What is a good primary lesson? To
my mind it is a lesson that attracts, in-
structs, jmpresses, and moves to action.
As teachers, our work is almost ex-
clusively with seeing and hearing. These
two bridges lead to the intellect, the
heart, and the will, or to the three pro-
cesses of the child’s mind—thinking, feel-
ing, and willing. Therefore, a good les-
son must give the child something to
think about, something to feel, and some
choice to make. We reach the intellect
through truths. By this we instruct.
‘We reach the feelings through experience,
telling our own or calling to mind our
pupilg’ experiences. By this we impress.
‘We reach the will by presenting the joy
or sorrow, the gain or loss of action or
inaction. By this we move to action. A
picture shown, or a story told, should
first cause the child to think, then feel,
and then the will should be reached. Un-
less teaching results in action, it is not
successful. Never leave a child im-
pressed, made thoughtful, without
crystallizing this emotion into action.
Fenelon, the famous French preacher,
sald: ‘State a fact, paint a picture, raise
a passion.’ "—The Evangelical.

Getting Ready.

For what, do you ask? And well you
may, for this is not a small matter. The
results may reach out into eternity!
Getting ready to teach your Sunday
School class next Sunday; that is all.

It requires a good deal of thought and
painstaking effort to get ready ‘to go
on a journey, yet here is a preparation

that may help or hinder young souls on
the marvellous j'ourney from earth to
heaven.

How much it means to get ready to
entertain distinguished guests! Have
you thought that the Lord of all, in the
person of his little ones, awaits your
coming to the class room next Sunday,
and will mark your spirit, your pre-
paredness to break the bread of life to
his little ones?

It is an important matter that we get
ready to meet the children. It cannot
be done in a hurry. Time, thought,
prayer, effort—all these must be freely,
lovingly given. It is not sufficient to sit
down on Saturday with a collection of
‘ helps,” no matter how good they may
be, and plan out the lesson for the next
day. The teacher who satisfies herself
with any such makeshift proves conclu-
sively that she has not yet seen the
dignity of her calling.

Use “helps” indeed, but
Bible your first help, and do not try to
find what another has gleaned from it
until you have yourself with care and
earnest thought found in its pages what
you feel will best feed your little ones.
Then turn to the ‘“ helps,” sift, arrange,
classify, condense, and make the lesson
your very own, adapted to your class.
God will help you if you ask him.

Is there a child in our class who can-
not learn a four-line stanza of the hymn
given in the Hymn Study each Sunday?
Teach the verse, giving simple explana-
tions as you go on, and each Sunday as
the month passes by review the work
done on the previous Sunday or Sun-
days. Before you know it your children
will be able to sing one of the good old
hymns of the Church, and you will have
planted immortal seeds to spring up and
grow and bring forth fruit you know
not when or where. Can you afford not
to give the little time required for this
exercise? .

make the -
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The Child as a Leader,
A little child shall lead them.”—Isa. 11. 6.

IT requires more than human understanding
to conceive of a little child possessing qualities
of leadership. A divine comprehension is
needed, and the prophet who foretold that this
should some day come to pass saw it as one of
the gracious developments of the Messiah's
reign—a reign of peace and righteousness,

There is no loving student of child nature
and child life who has not seen the truth of this
prophecy proven many times. If the primary
teacher be one who is truly called to the work
of teaching the little ones, she comes often to
the place where she is compelled to acknowledge
that the child is the teacher, and she is the
taught. As she goes in and out of the homes
she finds again and again that the little children
are powerful magnets, drawing world-worn and
weary hearts to the center of warmth and rest,

A true story of the way in which one of these
child leaders transformed a wretched home into
an abode of love and peace is told by one of the
wearers of the white ties in an Eastern city.
This deaconess is a kindergartner, and in the
poor neighborhood where she carries on her
mission kindergarten she is always on the look-
out for the little ones who especially need its
gracious help. One day she saw a sweet-faced
child clinging to the hand of a coarse, repulsive-
looking mother, who was even then somewhat
under the influence of liquor. The deaconess,
by arts known to her kind, secured the little
one for the class, and therewith began a series
of friendly calls in the home, which proved to be
a singularly wretched one, both father and
mother being given to strong drink. One steady
light from above shone upon their dark way.
The little child, an only one, was dearly loved
by both, and even when intoxicated they sought
to care for her with some degree of tenderness.

The kindergarten was all unconsciously to the
child the open door through which she began
the work of leading her parents into a new life.
She learned the games and songs quickly, and
not only practiced them on her dolls, but en-
deavored to teach them to father and mother.
‘When evening came, and the coarse meal had
been eaten, little Emma made her parents sit
by the table while she showed them how to play
the games and taught them to sing the songs.
“This is the mother good and dear” in the
charming finger play, and “This is the father
strong and wise.” Then the pretty songs
“Good Morning, Merry Sunshine,” and “My
Heart is God’s Little Garden,” and others must
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needs be sung, and with the sweet willfulress
of childhood she held them to the business of
learning all that she knew. In very shame the
mother began to clean up her room, and the
father to linger over the evening games which
gave 80 much pleasure to Emma, How could
the mother help but want to be “good and dear”
and the father to be “strong and wise"?

Within a year the family was living in a
clean, bright home, and all were happy mem-
bers of the mission,

Many a parent has been led to the house of
God and to a life of prayer by the death of a
dear child. There are many records which
show that the lives of these little ones are often
used quite as effectually in leading into the
ways of righteousness. And this should give
great encouragement to primary teachers.
Teach the little songs, tell the simple stories
over and over, and be sure that the child will
go home to repeat them,

‘What Shall I Do with Him?

THAT mischievous boy! Several teachers helj
solve the difficulty by their suggestive questions

1. Have you tried to see him during the week
and find out his personal interests?

2. Have you tried to get him to put some
drawing upon the blackboard to illustrate the
lesson?

3. Have you tried appointing him to keep a
boy smaller than himself quiet?

4. Have you given him any bit of work to do
for yourself personally?

5. Have you taken him with you to help
cheer some sick or disabled one?

6. Have you invited him to your house and
treated him like a gentleman?

7. Have you tried to love him and to have
him feel your love? 3

8. Have you made plain Christ's love for and
present interest in him?

9. Have you prayed for him especially and
asked your Prayer Meeting Committee to do
the same?

10. Have you let him know ycu are praying
for him ?—~Selected,

J. WILBUR CHAPMAN says: “My own con-
ception of a Bible study method for busy men
would shape itself under four short sentences.
First, study it thoroughly ; second, pray it in;
third, work it out; and fourth, pass it on.”
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Little Hymn Studies—II,

BY MARY A. LATHBURY,
(Itis uum‘euwd that five minutes be

iven each Sun-
day to the s mplifylng and singing of verse for the
day, reviewing the Preceding verse or verses ay the
weeks go by.)

THE PILGRIM'S SONG,

“Children of the heavenly King,
As we Journey let us sing;

Sing our Saviour's ‘Yorth&r pmlms’.
Glorious in his works ang ways.”

John Cennick, who died nearly one hundred
and fifty years ago, wrote a song for Christian
pilgrims which has been sung by them ever
since. You have heard of the old crusaders
and pilgrims, who used to make long journeys
to the Holy Land, thinking that it pleased God
to have them do 80, even though it left them
and their families in want, True Christian
pilgrims do not take such Jjourneys now. They
know that “the Lord looketh on the heart,” and
that living the Christian life, and trying to
make it like that of our Saviour, is the real pil-
grimage, and is the one that Christ, our Cap-
tain, would have ug take. We do not need to
80 to see his birthplace and his tomb to please
him, though we may do it to please ourselves,
if we can afford it. But he would have us look
to him through his word and in prayer, and
then joyfully and bravely try to live like him
every day, Every day that we try to be like
Jesus is a day’s march on our pilgrimage, and
after a while we ghall find ourselves at the
end of it, and at home with him in heaven,

*We are t.rnvelln'iehoma to God,
Inthe wlmmr fathers trod ;
They are happy now, and we
Soon their happiness'shall see,”

The pilgrims who once went in companies
b Palestine used to sing as they walked to make
fie rough way pleasanter, and they often
tlought of other pilgrims who had gone over
the same road before them, So in the true pil-
grmage, the following of Jesus in he Christian
lify it is good to sing hymns and songs of
prése, and remember those who have lived the
life before us, and have entered into the prom-
ise: land of heaven, They had their trials,
anc fears, and fights with the enemy of all
sous, but they also had their joys. They had
eye of faith within that looked above this life
to he place where Jesus, their Captain, stood,
sayig, “Follow me,"” “Because I live ye shall
livealso ;” 1 80 to prepare a place for you;"”
“I m with you alway, even unto the end of the
worl”  Jesus did for them all he had prom-
ised,and now they are at the end of their
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Journey, forever with their Lord. Some day we
also, if we are faithful to him, shall enter into
rest and joy with him and with them,

** Fear not, brethren, joyful stand

On the borders of ouy Tand ;

Jesus Christ, our Father's Bon
Bids us undismayed go on,”

Where does ,the Christian pilgrim learn hig
songs? The Bible is full of the songs of pil-
grims who passed through this life long ago
and are now with their Lord. Some of them,
like David, wrote the songs that the Lord
gave them, and they are used by thousands and
millions all around the world, David said,
“Thy statutes have been my songs in the house
of my pilgrimage,” and “He giveth songs in the
night.”  Singing the word of God and trusting
in him makes the heart strong and brave, The
old Israelites began to be afraid when" they
reached the borders of the promised land—Ca-
naan; but the Lord told their captain, Joshua,
to “be strong and of a good courage,” “for the
Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou
goest.” And they went on a dry road over the
river Jordan, and all the land before them
became theirs. The Lord made this very pic-
ture in history to show us, and all people of all
ages and nations, that the Christian pilgrim
may go bravely and joyfully toward the prom-
ised land of heaven, and nothing shall dismay
or make him afraid.

“Lord, nbedlemlf we'll go,
(Hmllcvhlelvlnx all below:
Only thou our Leader be
And we still will follow thee,”

A good little motto for every Christian child
who would be a pilgrim on the King's highway
is, “Trust and obey.” It is hard to obey a per-
son whom we cannot trust, Your mother has
told you that you must not trust a stranger,
who wight do you harm, but you do not find it
hard to trust your mother; and if you trust her
you ought surely to obey her, even when you
cannot understand why she asks you to do or
not to do certain things, She is older and
wiser than you, and she loves you, so you win
do well to obey her, as well as your father, in
all they ask of you, God gave us fathers and
mothers to trust and to obey, that we might so
learn how to act toward the Father in heaven
whom we cannot see. If your father or mother

should ask you to give away your dolls, or your
toys, they would probably have a purpose of
love in their hearts to give you something better.
8o when our heavenly Father takes away earth-
ly things it is to give us heavenly things, which
Can you trust him?

are far better.




fnternational Bible Lessons.
FIRST QUARTER.

LESSON V. (February 1.)
PAUL AT ATHENS. Acts17.22-34,

GoLoen TEXT: “He preached unto them Jesus,
and the resurvection” Acts 17, 18,

Primary Notes.

BY JULIA 11, JOINSTON,

\pproach,  Make life
the point of contact, Show
a stone and a seed.  Ex-
plain the difference, Stones
are dead; they grow big-
ger by having little parti-
cles of matter added on
the outside, Seed has life
inside, and when planted
grows, Which does a boy like better to play
with, a wooden toy, or a live dog or horse or
rabbit? Is a doll able to do #s much as a bird
or some flufly little chickens?

Two children had each a treasure, which
means something precious, The boy had a
jewel, a bright stone, such as is worn in a ring
or in a king's crown. It was worth much
money, but the boy could not play with it or
use it. Some one kept it safely for him for a
Jong time, and then in sending it from one safe
place to another it was lost in some way, and
that was the end of it. A little girl had a baby
brother. He made her life glad every day as
she watched and played with him, and he grew
and grew. He is living yet, a joy to her heart,
and his spirit will never die. The difference
between a jewel and a baby is that one has life
which can never go out, and a precious stone
has none and may be lost. Life is the most
precious thing—life that never dies, that is
always glad and always doing good. It is Jesus
who makes us live in the first place, and keeps
us alive, bringing our bodies back to life after
they sleep a while in what we call death, and
making our souls live always to be happy in
him. and with him, if we are his. Paul kept
talking about the life Jesus gives. He went
about a great deal, as a messenger for Jesus.
Last Sunday we found him at Athens writing a
Jetter to those people in Thessalonica whom he
visited before. Now we still find

Paul at Athens. Take a moment only to
show map and tell what a great, beautiful city
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Athens was, with its pictures and marbles, and
temples and  books, and people who studied
much and thought they knew a great deal.

But many, many of them knew nothing about
the true God, They worshiped idols, some of
them very beautiful, perhaps, but dead=—no life
in them. They thought strange beings lived in
the air and woods, gods of fruits and flowers
and harvests, but these were all make-believe,
They set up praying places, or altars, in the
streets and worshiped, and for fear of leaving
out some god they set up an altar and marked
it “To the Unknown God.” Tt grieved P'aul
when he saw, in passing by, this strange altar,
and thought how little they knew of the true
God.  Some who wished to hear this new man
preach took him up to a place sixteen steps up
a hill, where were stone benches around to sit
on, and in this court, ealled Mars' Hill (Mars
was god of war), Paul talked, and we have

Paul Preaching, 1t was a strange church,
but no matter, About whom did Paul talk?
Josus, What did he talk about? Life, He
anid he had seen that praying place to the un-
known god and he would tell them about the
true God whom they did not know. “He
preached unto them Jesus, and the resurrec-
tion,”  (Teach Golden Text.)

Emphasize these things which Paul did: He
made them acquainted with Jesus, who was un-
known before, He talked of life, which Jesus
gives, and how to pray, and worship, not with
hands, but hearts,

When Paul told of Christ's rising from the
grave they were astonished. Some would not
listen, some even laughed at it all, some said
they would hear him again, (nul others believed
and went with Paul, If you had been ther¢
what would you have done? What will you &
now ?

Forget-me-not Thought: Jesus Lives.  An-

ticipating Easter, make this the donnant
thought : Jesus is alive to save and help
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Thought for Teachers, More and more let
us try to think and feel upon the child's level,
putting ourselves in the children's places. What
would be the childish impression of this lesson?
How can we «smplify facts and teachings?
What idea has a child of Jesus? Let us strive
as never hefore to make him a Person, a living
Saviour, near and dear, every way real and
ready to help,

LESSON VI, (February 8.)

THE CHURCH AT CORINTH FOUNDED.
Acts 18, 1-11,

GoLpeN TexT: “Other foundation ean no man
lny than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ,”
1 Cor, 3. 11,

Primary Notes.

Approach, A little talk
about building. The Jap-
anese begin a house with
the roof, and set the frame
of bamboo on the ground,
but we begin with the bot-
tom and dig down in the
ground to lay the founda-
tion, or the beginning of
the house, Illustrate by telling the Saviour's
parable of houses built on the sand and on the
rock, and impress the need of a strong founda-
tion for any building, The piers of the won-
derful Brooklyn Bridge are laid down deep
under water, and how strong they must be to
hold up that bridge which has street cars run-
ning over it and,wagons and horses and hun-
dreds of people all at once,

In building everything depends on the be-
ginnings. If they are not sirong everything
will be weak. Now to-day we learn about the

Beginning of @ Church, A church is more
than a house, It is made of people who love
Jesus and pray and work together for him.
Before there is a house in which to pray and
sing, a house we call a church, there must be
people, and when people are gathered into a
church, or make up a church of Jesus, they
must be the right kind and they must begin
right. This church that was begun long ago
under the care of Paul was in Corinth. (Show
map.) Paul had come there from Athens.

This messenger of Jesus kept going from place
to place preaching. But he had no salary, as
we call the money paid to a man for his work.
He had tournlonmhln,tollnon. He had

TR gy bl vty
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learned to make tents, and finding a tentmaker
named  Aquila, with his wife Priscilla, who
loved the Lord Jesus, he lived with them a
while and worked at his trade of tentmaking,
I am sure they were good, strong tents, and no
cheating about them,

P'aul pleased God both when tentmaking and
preaching, for he did his best always. But he
worked so that he might be able to preach, and
every Sabbath he talked to the people in the
place where they gathered to hear. Some were
angry and wonld not listen; others believed
with all their hearts. These who rested on
Jesus, and put him first, made up the church
of Corinth. Jesus was the beginning or foun-
dation of all goodness, trust, and love, as a
foundation comes first in house-building. They
found Jesus so strong that resting on him made
them strong. So this church began, The only
way a true church can begin is to put Jesus
first and rest in him. (Teach Golden Text,)

God's Word to Paul.  One night in a vision,
or something like a wonderful dream, when he
seemed to see as if he were awake, God spoke
to Paul and told him not to be afraid, for no
one should hurt him. God said he had many
people in Corinth, who were to be gathered
together.  So with this wonderful word from
God the missionary Paul stayed a year and a
half with the people who made the new church,

Forget-me-not Thought : Jesus the Only True
Foundation, This thought belongs to the
Golden Text, so you can remember it. You
are all little builders. The thoughts, words,
and deeds of every day, the trust, hope, and love
in your heart, all make up the house of your
soul. Do you put Jesus first, as the house
foundation comes first, and rest everything on
him? If you rest on yourselves or anyone else
you can never be strong to do right. Jesus is
the only One,

Thought for Teachers. In our holy work
we do try to put Jesus first, as the toundntlon.‘ .
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bt how are we bnilding?  Ave we workmen
needing not to e axhamed?  Ave we using the
books, helps, applinnees, and, most of all, our
own study, in order to build well; and build
bettor and better?  The builder must have tools
and know how to use them,

LESSON VII  (February 15.)

CHRISTIAN SELF.-CONTROL. 1 Cor. 8
413

Gorpex Text: “Let us therefore follow after
the things which make for peace.  Rom. 14
1.

Primary Notes.

Approach,  Onee there
wae a heathen man in far
awny Korea who learned
1o love Jesus and keep the
Lord's  Day  holy.  He
wished to show hix hea-
then friends in some way
that things were different
in his house, and so when

Sunday came he put up a little white flag to

show what day it was and that he was keeping

it ax God said. A white flag is a sign of peace,
and Sunday was a day of peace to this Chris
tian Korean. When two armies are fighting, if

* one sends out a white flag it means peace, and
all the guns stop firing at once,

To-day we have for our Golden Text one that
might be called

A White Flag Teat. 1t is about peace, It
tells us to follow the things that make for peace,
and then, of course, there can be no fighting
and quarreling. Everything of that sort must
stop. (Teach Golden Text.) Teachers may
take a little white flag into class, to illustrate
and emphasize this truth, The won “peace”
may be written on it. A tiny home-made affair
will answer.,

A Letter about Peace. As Paul traveled
from one place to another he did not forget
those he had once visited and left behind. He
often wrote letters to these friends, and we have
part of one of his letters to-day, which was
written to that new Church founded or begun
in Corinth which we heard about last Sunday.

In this letter Paul says that those who love
Jesus must be careful not to hart others, es-
pecially those who love Jesus too, but may not
be very strong and wise. In those days and in
that place some of these weaker ones thought

it wrong to eat meat that had first been offered

to idols. The stronger ones knew that an idol
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wae nothing, and felt that there was no harm
in enting the ment,  Paul sald even iF 46 did
not hurt them they must not et it but glve it
up for the sake of those who thought It wrong.
They must keep  the peace, and not minke
trouble,

Things that Break Peace, There are many
things, but to-day we think about that dreadful
drink that makes so much trouble in the worll
Toll the ohildeen, and then deaw from them
agnin the fenrful effects of aleohol upon hody,
brain, heart, and temper, and how many fights
and hurts and even murders come from drink.
The pity of it that even little children have
a chanee to know so much about this!  Few
have not seen dranken men on the sfreefs,

There arve some people who perhaps might
drink  wine without being hurt by it They
might be strong enough.  But others who snw
them do it might say, “We can do it too, i
they do,” and these weaker ones might he
harmed dreadfully, Mo, the only safe way for
ourselves and for others to keep pence and help
people is not to touch the staff at all.

PForget-me-not Thowght: Follow Peace. 'The
gentle dove ix a hivd of peace and n wign of
peace,  The Holy Spivit once took the dove's
form and came down to rest on Jesus,  Then,
the olive branch was used as a sign of peace
long ago. Now, suppose you had the choice
between the wine cup and the sword, with all
the sad things that follow them, and the dove
and olive branch, with the peace they stand
for, which wonld you follow?

By being peaceful and gentle, by being tem-
perance children, growing up to be temperance
people, helping to keep others from touching
wine, and being kind and helpful to those who
have touched it, you can follow peace. Will
you?

Thought for Teachers, Deeply impress the

children with the thought that they must grow
up temperance boys and girls, and show it, as
the Korean showed by the white flag his re-
solve to keep the Sabbath day.
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LESSON VIIL (February 22.)
CHRISTIAN LOVE. 1 Cor, 13,

GO Texr: “Now apideth faith, hope, char
iy, these thy bt the grentest of these i
charity,”™ 1 Cor, 1L 1L

Primary Notes.

Approach, A little tnlk
nhont great things. Draw
out  childish  thoughts  of
Inrgeness,  power,  great
Take the physieal
firat, the power of a ginnt,
of n strong arm and hand,
of a great  woldier, of
stenm, of wator, like Ni-
ngara, of electeieity,  How much these can do!
Npeak of money and how much it ean do, Lead
on to powers of mind,  Ts not the courage and
the power that a grent genernl has to lend men
to battle gronter than the guns they earry? Iu
not the knowing how to use olectricity ns 1di
son - does more wonderful even than the light
ning? "Then the brain or the mind mny he
grenter than the body, But suppose o man hns
great strength in his body and in his mind, nand
yet haw wuch a monn, cold, stingy honet that he
never wishes (o help anyone, can he ovor he
renlly great?

There wis n mother once with her bahy on
hont that went to pleces in a storm.  Mother
and baby were thrown into the water. I'he
mother took the wee baby's dress in her teoth
and then with her hands held on to some flont-
ing bonrds, wo keeping hor child above water
till both were waved.  Now, wasn't there some

neRs,

thing in that mother's henrt that was even
stronger than her hands?  What was it?  How
did whe feel townrd her haby?  Would any-

thing but love have made her so strong? Then,
atter all, love in the henrt i strongest of all
and makes people do more brave, strong things
than anything else,

(Give other incldonts, if time allows, showing
mother love and father love, always ready to do
anything for the loved ones, no matter how
hard.)

The Love Chapter. Taul i still writing to
the people of Corinth, What he wrote in atill
called the Epistle, or Letter, to the Corin-
thinns. In this letter is what is called “the
Yove chapter.,” Tt is the thirteenth chapter of
this hook, Corinthinns, TIn it Paul writes what
Jesus wished him to tell about love, for with-
out love nothing else amounts to very much,

5y

Paul anid he might give awny il he had to
foud the poor, and if he did not love them truly
he was o better than o plece of hrass wiving
out n hollow sonnd when it was hinmmered,
He snld that wo matter how muel he knew or
how mneh he helioved he was nothing without
love, "Phis shows what Josns thinks of love,
for he hind this “love chaptor” put in the Bible
for us,

Ihree Things about Love,  Paul tells many
things nhout love, it we will try to remembor
theee, putting one on ench of the firet thres
fingers of the left hand, 8o we will enrry them
awny with us.  First, love is kind,  Hiustrate
hy every dny acts ot home, in achool, on the
atreet, at play, and at work, showing how the
truly lovitg honrt in kind and thoughtful, Hee.
ond, love seeketh not hor own; that is, love is
nnselfish, not looking out for self all the while,
not trying to get the best things and the first
place amd have it our own way nlways, Third,
love thinketh no evil. We think evil of people
when we make up our minds that they menn
harm or menn wrong, without giving a chanee
for them to show what they do mean. Think-
ing evil i believing the worst instend of the
heat of others, (Hlustrate by chitdish exper)-
ence of hasty judgment about injuries or Inten-
tions of playmates, ote,)

Porget-me-not Thought : Love in the Ureat-
st Thing in the World, What was it that
hronght Jesus from henven to give his life for
us? It was love, Could anything he greater
than that?  Jesus cnres more for love than for
anything elwe.  He wants n love that is obedi-

ent, kind, unselfish, and thinks no evil, This
in the only true sort,
Are we like Jesus? Then we nre woving,

Do we please Jesus? Then we must he loving.

Thought for Teachers, What we need in
more love—love for the work which Phillips
Brooks says i the consnmmate test of Otness ;
love for our scholars, whether they are lovely

or not ; and, most of all, love for our Lord. who
snys, “Lovest thou me? Feed my lambs.”



SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

The Child’s Heart,

Tue heart of a child,

Like the heart of a flower,
Has a smile for the sun

And a tear for the shower;
0O, innocent hours

With wonder beguiled—
0, heart like a flower's

In the heart of a child!

The heart of a child,
Like the heart of a bird,
With raptures of music
Is flooded and stirred;
0, songs without words,
0, melodies wild—
0, heart like a bird's
In the heart of a child!

The heart of a child,
Like the heart of the spring,
1s full of the hope
Of what summer shall bring;
0, glory of things
In a world undefiled—
0, heart like the spring's
In the heart of a child!
—English Paper.

‘Whisper Songs for February.

FIFTH LESSON.
The wise men may reject thee,
O Jesus Christ our Lord,
But we, thy simple children, may
Believe thy holy word.

SIXTH LESSON.
Lhou art the one foundation;
We build our hope on thee;
Thou art our temple and our home
Through all eternity.

SEVENTH LESSON.
e lamp that leads thy children
Lights up our church, our home;
And by its light a child may say
To other children, “Come !"

EIGHTH LESSON.
Love burns upon the hearthstone
Within our church, our home;
And by its warmth a child may say
To other children, “Come!”

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT.
First Quarter.
Doxorocy (said or sung). “Praise God,” etc.
Teacher. O God, thom art my God,
Class. Barly will I seek thee.
T. O thou that hearest prayer,
(. Unto thee shall all flesh come. |
7. 1 will lift up mine eyes unto che hills,
. Whence cometh my help.
CONCERT RECITATION.
(Class seated with bowed heads. and closed
eyes, recite in concert:)

Dear Lord, we come before thee now;
Our eyes we close, our heads we bow ;
Our great and kind and loving Friend,
Unto Thy children’s prayer, attend!

PrAYER. Closing with the Lord's Prayer in
concert.
Together:
Like a shepherd Jesus will guard his children,
In his arms he carries them all the day long;
Praise him! praise him! tell of his excellent
greatness,
P'raise him! praise him! ever in joyful song.
SinviNg. (A joyful song of praise.)
GIvinNG SERVICE.
Teacher., Who is the great Giver?
('lass. God, our loving Father.
T. What does he love to give to us?
C. All good things.
T. What is the greatest gift of his love?
(. Jesus, cur Saviour.
7. What shcnld we learn to do?
(. To freely and gladly give to him.
RECITATION.
Little childr:n, come and bring
Willing gifts to Christ your King:
Many offerings, though but small,
Make a large one from you all.
OFFERINGS received, followed by consecration
prayer.
BIRTHDAY SERVICE, with offering.
Hym~ StUDY.
MotioN EXERCISE.
Two little hands for loving labor given;
Two little feet to walk'the road to heaven;
Two little eyes to read God’s holy word;
Two little lips to praise the blessed Lord;
One little soul to serve with all its might;
So should we live, always in Jesus' sight.
Tur LeEssoN TAUGHT.
Ecno PRAYER.
SuortT REVIEW OF LESSON POINTS,
CrosiNng Worps, distribution of papers, ete.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

ﬂ\‘
MUSIC BQOKS

International Praise.

For the Sunday School and
Church,

Edited by E. 0. Excell.

Cloth, each, 35¢. postpatd.
Per doz., $3.00 not
Pprepatd.

Make His Praise
Gloriouns,

For the Sunday School and
Church,

Edited by E. 0. Excell.
Cloth, each, 35¢. postpatd.
Per doz., .&l‘;ﬁ not
prepaid.

_

The Master’s Call,

A Collection of New Songs
and Standard Hymns,

For the Use of Sunday
Schools, Young People’s So-
cieties, Devotional eetings,
ete.

By E. 8. Lorenz.

Each, 30c. postpaid. Per
do:.'. ‘&“l’:ol":).repnld.

e

Sunshine in Song.,

A Sunday School and
(,‘hurcl‘; Hymnal

By J. F. Kinsey,

b A4 ol
prepald,
‘\\
Kingdom of Song.

A Collection of Songs for
Sunday Schools, Youn
People’s Societies, and Aﬁ
Religious Services,

Edited by T. M. Bowadish,

Each, 30c. postpaid. Per
doz., $3.00 not prepaid.

RN
The Canadian Hymnal.

FOR

1903

Songs of the Century,

For Missionary and Revival
Meetin'gs. Sabbath Schools,
ll;l_d Young People's Soci-
eties,

Cloth, each, 30¢. postpaid.
Por den’, $3.00 not.
prepaid,

Bible School Songs.

A New Work of Great
Merit for the Work and
Worship of the Church,

Edited by A. F. Myers.

Each, 25c. postpaid. Per

doz., $2.50 not prepaid.
e
Melodies of Salvation.

Expressely for

488 Hymns,
Each, 50¢. By malil, 53¢,
e ST

Excell’s Anthems.
For the Choir,
Consisting of Sol Trios,
Choruses, Duets, Quar-
tettes, etc., eto.

By a Large List of Able
Contributors,

In SixTolumes.

Each volume, 50¢. tpald,
Per doz. 5,00 mot.

prepaid,

Winnowed Anthems,

For Quartette and Chorus
Choirs.,

Edited by M. L. McPhail,

Numbers 1 and 2.

Cloth, each, 60c. tpatd.
Per doz., ‘C.Ol:“-ol
prepaid.

Psalms, Hymns and Spirit-
ual Songs.

Editors: John R. Sweney,
Hugh E. Smith, Frank
E. Robinson.

Each, 35¢, postpald., Per
doz., $3.60 not Pprepatd,

The Male Chorus.

Compiled and Arranged b,
le D. Sankeg ngnd 5
Geo. C. Stebbins,

For Use in Gospel Meet-
ings, Christian Associations
a?d Oz?er sR;all lmﬁ° Ser-
vices, also a part-
ment for Hox?:?c and Social
Gatherings,

Each, 40¢, postpald. Per
doz, +» $4.20 not prepatd.

William Briggs, Publisher

C. W. Coates, SMontreal, P.Q, s.

Booksellers’ Row,

Richmond St. W, "Tot'onfo

F. Huestts, Halifax, N.S.
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Sunday School Helps

cEEeEeeeeeee

\kelcct Notes.

A Commentary on® thestitob
International Lessonssb st ottt

Studies in the Book of the Acts, chapters 16-28, and
Studies in the Old Tuumn'., from Samuel to

Bxphudm- of the Tex !J'ht from Man, Souoo:
ks and I!hun-. oImAn'lyﬂyltﬂll

Parallel vanlonl. Plans of the Lesson,

Teaching, Practical Applications, Suggestive l'llnn.n

tlons, References, Pictures, Mapd, Oharts, Diagrams.

By Ezv. F. N. Peioussr, D.D., axp M. A. PELOUSET.

TWENTY-NINTH ANNUAL VOLUME

Cloth, $1.10, postpaid.

Theeee
Thustrative Cesson Notes.

A Guide to the Study of the Iaternational
sqn School Lessons S S8ASRIR
lll' vy ‘fo‘r :ﬁahl‘;lm H;.nl‘?lo::w:g
:.-:m e
Eastern | References to

b Books, lhpl, ‘l‘:bl-, Pictures uul Diagrams.

. Rev. THOMAS BENJAMIN Nnu. D.D,, LL.D., axp
Rossrr ReMiseros Dowmrry, PR.D.

Cloth, $1.10, postpaid.

\
\

Golden Text-Book.

“nternational Sunday School Lessons and Bible
for Every Day in Year and also Fagts about
and other Impomn subjects.

By Rev, THOMAS Nmr, D.D., LL.D.

Wh, 3¢.; Per Doz, 35¢. ; Postpaid.

Ohb Homon- on t.hc International
or 1008, Oloth $1.25

WILLIAM BRIGGS

ﬂi '. COATES, Montredl, P.Q.

Yy

Wesley Buildings e

No. 1.—With

60 or less. .
100

P T
288TBIISEEES

Neo. 2.—With last
No. 3.—With Bible

Select Books for Young
Men

By J. THAIN Di\IIDCON. D.D.
Cloth, each, 60c. et ; per mail, 700.;
per set, $2.50 net, carriage extra.
\
A Good Ftart.
The City -outh.
Forewarned—Forearm

Talks with Young Men.
Sure to Succeed.

Pulhln’ to the Front; or,
culties.

The Secret of Achievement.
Talks with Great Workers.
Architects of Fate, $1.25.

By WILLIAM M. THAYER.
Turning Points in Successful O

TORONTO, ONT.

§. F. SUESTIA, ‘Halifax, N
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Epworth League Reading Cour:

our young people. It seeksto
ople who have a little time for

nination a

' is a substitute for aimless and
books at the same time, there

books have been selected :

1. The Young People's Wesle y. By Rev, W, M
account of the life and wo L of the illustrious

IL. Nature's Miracles. By /Klisha Gray.
_science. Accurate and up-to-date.

TII. A Help for the Commen Days. By Rev.ll.
helptul chapters on the fpiritual life. .. |

as well as entertai The price of these three vd
cents must be added -for es and| §
eoonomlcnlly by clu}.bmg tog her and hs ng the bpo

These books are equ;lly s\mable for young and dff

The following three

be found instructive
If aont hy Inﬂ, 20

Circles

C. W. COATES, Motreal, Que.

WILLIA llil“;’l -

-
Wesley Bulmnn, »

8. F. HU

i) B




GREATEST CONVENIENCE=—~SMALLEST COST

HOW LONG
WILL YOUR WIFE
CONTINUE TO USE

THE OLD TIME STOVE
LINE UP WITH TIME

Give yourwife a Souvenir

The! Gurney-Tilden Company! Kind

A Souvenir Range

with an aerated oven, that's the kind. Every
reliable dealer has them, and will tell you
why they are better than the old stove,
which is likely to cause ruin to your wife,
your stomach and your pocket-took. Itis
quite proper that you investigate this matter
before being convinced, but now is the time
todoit. No home should he without one,
and remember that our personal guarantee
goes with every stove.

The GURNEY-TILDEN CO., Limited

HAMILTON,2 CANADA

WHOLESALE SUPPLY DEPOTS

Toronto - — Montreal — Winnipeg — Vancouver

LEAST LABOR=—GREATEST COMFORT

e e e —




