B0 UV o B £

Vol. X1V,] [New Series.

VOL 17.]

MARCH, 18

—

TABLE OF CONTENTS.

Paok.
How Much Owest Thon Unto My Lord. 65 Only One
The Sabbath-School 65 Eoiroriars ........
The O1d Way-Trai 5 Thasperintendent’s Work
Library ool 36 Groat Influence of Little Things ......
Style of I g « 8 Boex Noricrs
How to Teach « @ (
Teacher's Pers nal Character ..

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER

IS designed to afford aid to Sunday-school Teachers and [Teads of Families in t?la religious

training of the young, and to excite throughout the country a deeper interest in
Bunday-school work.

Published Monthly, 32 pages, at the low rate of

SIXTY FIVE CENTS per Annum, invariably in advance, free or Postage.

Single copies, 10 cents. Over Six copies to one address, 60 cents each.

Address—
WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 & 80 King Street East, Toronto.

TORONTO:
WILLIAM BRIGGS, PUBLISHER.
HALIFAX: MONTREAL:
8. ¥. IIUESTIS. I C. W. COATES.

)




This World-ncnomed Sewing Machine

Is manufactured jn Montzea] ag well ag in the State of New York, and jq extensively golq in all
i in E here are more machines of 1}jg 'attern sold thap of

TLLIAMY' Sing g is 1ow admitted by all
Si € in the Mmarket, Qg the
dy who Lag used one of gy

L:ul.xxvn.u, Toronto, J-nunry 27, 1881,
MR, Groreg Dawson ;
DEAR Sir,—]p reply to your inquiries re arding {he Williams’ Singer N,
purchased froyy, the (‘nm,vany twelve y ayy ago, f

a first.clagy article jn €very respect, | bas been ¢
years, and hag dope all kindg of SEWing with peif,

ct satisfaction, Worka ag wej) to-day a9
When first used, g9 is Bothing the woyye of the wear yet, MRS, GEORGE LEFLIE
—

In consequence of the rapiq increase of our businegy We have been oblige,
our Toronto Omce to largeor and more Commodioyg Premiges in the new buil
ing the Mail offige,

D, GRARAN, Managor,

Toronto Office, 8BS King Str'eeL,'West, ;
GEO. DAWwWsoNn Agent,




pe

Vorune XVIL]

‘““How Much Owest Thou unto my
Lord.”
BY FAIRELIE THORNTON,

Waat will you do for Jesus,
Oh, you for whom He bled ¢
Will you do anght for Jesus,
Who suffered in your stead t
To-day He asks your service,
Will you not heed the call ?
‘What will you do for Jesus ?
Will you not yield Him all ?

What will you give for Jesus,
Who gave His life for thee ?
Will you not give your lifetime,
Though short that life may be ¢
O can you spend in pleasure
That life redeemed by blood ?
To-day He asks his lawful right,
0 will you grieve your God ?

What will you say for Jesus ?
Your lips are not your own,
And they must speak for Jesus
If they are His alone.
Must speak, though it may cost thee
Reproach, and shame, and loss ;
Fear not, trust him, and obey,
And take up thus the cross,

What can you bear for Jesus,
‘Who bore so much for thee t
Can you bear ought for Jesus,
Or do you trials flee t
Oh would'st thou be like Jesus,
Thou must not fear to bear
The cross which He shall give you,
Which He with you will share !

MARCH, 1883.

What will you yield to Jesus !
Ob, fix to-day your choice,
And make a full surrender
Of heart, of hands, of voice !
Half-hearted, cold, and faithless,
He will not have you be ;
Yield, O yield yourself, your all,
To serve most willingly.

To-day give all to Jesus,
All—all you have to give ;
Why should you fear to trust him,
And dread His life to live?
For the service is not hard,
Which full surrender needs :
"Tis but to trust Christ fully,
And follow where He leads.

——p—

The Sabbath School.
BY MRS. SIGOURNEY.

Group after group are gathering, such as prest
Once to their Saviour's arms, and gently laid
Their cherub heads upon His shielding breast,
Though sterner souls the fond approach for-
bade ;
Group after group glide on with noiseless tread,
And round Jehovah's sacred altar meet,
Where holy thoughts in infant hearts are bred,
And hely words their ruby lips repeat, s
Oft with a chasten'd glance, in modulation
sweet,
Yet some there are upon whose childish brow.s
Whan poverty has done the work of care ;
Look up, ye sad ones ! "tis your Father's house
Beneath whose consecrated dome you are ;
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More gorgeous robes ye see, and trappings rare,
And watch the gaudier forms that gaily rove,

And deem, perchance, mistaken as you are,
The *“coat of many colours ” proves His iove
Whose sign is in the heart, ar1 whose reward

above,

And ye, blest labourers in this humble sphere,
To deeds of saint-like charity clined,

Who from your cells of meditation dear

Come forth to guide the weak, untutor'd
mind—
Yet ask no payment, save one smile refined
Of grateful love, one tear ot contrite pain—
Meckly ye forfeit to your mission kind
The rest of earthly Sabbaths, Be your gain
A Sabbath without end, 'mid you celestial
plain,

———————
The Old Way-Train,

THE old way-train does not make much of a
show beside the * lightning express " that comes
with a shriek and a dash, and almost takes your
breath away as it goes shooting by, crashing—
and sometimes smashing—down the track, The
lightning express has all the latest improve.
ments, the most recent touches of the painter's
brush, and the most distinguished freight. But
the way-train Jjogs leisurely along, low as an old
stage-coach among the March ruts sometimes,
It is made up of the cars whose upholstering is
worn and fm{uxl, and as for impruvcments, who
expects them ! But that old Way-train, stopping
at 80 many stations to take breath, picks up
many passengers. We have seen an ““express
that went lightlly loaded, but the old way-train
often goes crowded,

We thank God for the express-train men in
the Church, They do conspicuous  service,
though their “Jatest improvements” are not al-
ways wise. Bat the old way-train men, slower
in action, old-tashionad in talk and dress, do
take many passengers to heaven, They call at
80 many humble little stations that you may not
nm)rauinte their work, but it tells, and when the
old way-train rolls and thunders into the station,

be assured there will be passengers on board, —
8. 8 Journal,
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kets, the secular holiday, fiction-loving class of
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init; a smack, perchance, of weak

1t is introduced,

maxims, worldly pleasures, an worldly
There is too much of this literature,
sorry enough for it, and we warn all

Sunday-school  superintendents and  parents

t.  Let their eyes be open.

But why join in a general denunciation of al]
fictit.ous literature, and wh ridicule the *Sun-
day-school library " ag g w hole ?
bad books. Point them out.  Warn

Put a ban on
people
hem. Let the Sunday-school library be
of the goo, strong, earnest, pure liter-
ich such houses as the Methodist Book
the American Sunday-scho 1 Union,

Carter Brothers, the Presbyterian Board of Pub.

and other houses, supply.

It is absurd to denounce all preaching because

extravagant and sensational men iy the

ulpit ; to repudiate all Synday-school music
because, for example, there is poor poetry set to
poor music, Let us have sense, Let us di ri.

e fault of the Standing Committee on
ry if a weak book finds place on the

shelf. It is the fault of the Pastor if the Stand-
ing Committee be not rightly constituted, or lack
i 3

—8. 8. Journa
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Tae following plan for conducting a teacher's

is a good one, Of it the Sunday

School Journal says ;

ie opening prayer, and the reading of
by the teachers, al] possible questions

concerning the lesson which may occur to the

teachers are suggested, and taken down in writ-
ing by the lemf

er of the meeting, The verses
up, one after the other, and every

question elicited which can be thought of—

which the teachers themselves desire

toask ; questions which scholary might ask for
the solution of difficulties, for geographical and
historical facts involved, for doctrinal inferences,

I questions have been asked, they are

then taken up, one by one, and answered by the
teachers, and the answers written down,

In this way the interest of all the teachers is

R i 4 i licited ; their difficulties, or the possible diffi.
WE are growing tired of this incessant tirade | elicited ; i 3 ¥
against Sunday-school literature, Our wearines | CUlties of their classes, scated ; and, however

arises from no personal sensitiveness, however,

library ; have none on the stocks

unable the leader of such meeting mav be to give
We never wrote a book for any Sunday-school | "¢V ideas, he thereby puts into

active operation

; mever expect the knowledge and t inking power of his whole

to burden the press or the public witl, any, We | board of teachers,

believe, moreover, that some of the literature

published by outside and non-religious houses for
the Sunday-school market is weak, disuiputing. i

think that ““any thing is good enough for chil-
dren, only so it is simple,” i

ng the

here,

L —

——
TuE Chinese Sunday-school in Chicago has

ncreased from twenty-nine pupils to sixty-five
and demoralizing, [tg authors and publishers duri

present year. One member has re.

turned to China, to engage in missionary work
It is Pernicious, | t
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Style of Teaching.

I Seriptural instruction, as well as in every
other branch of learning, much of the success of
the teacher depends upon his style. However
interesting the subject, and however correct the
information imparted, if the style be formal and
stiff, but little impression of a lasting character
will be made ; while, on the other hand, if the
style be graphic and lite-like, the subject will be
invested with interest, attention will be excited,
and a permanent impression produced.

The oft-told anecdote of the preacher and the
actor will illustrate this point, ‘‘How is it,”
said the preacher, ‘* that we who represent truth
produce so much smaller results than {ou who
represent fiction " *“Because,” replied the
actor, *‘you represent truth as if it weve fiction,
while we represent fiction as if it were truth.”

Sunday-school teachers should endeavour to”

acquire and adopt such a graphic style in their
description of persons, places, or incidents, as
shall convey a bold, attractive, and life-like
ilu{:ression of the subject under consideration.

hey should present to their scholars mental
pictures, in which the facts are brought out with
such life and power as to give striking and cor-
rect ideas of the scenes depicted —pictures which
represent facts, not in their isolated character,
but in combination with the attendant circum-
stances —pictures which in some cases will owe
their effectiveness mainly to the extent of the
teacher's knowledge, and in others to the
power of his imagination, but which in either
case will be rendered so beauteous and life-like,
that the facts will seem to stand out before the
minds of the scholars in bold relief. They will
seem to see the very spot, behold the man, hear
his words, become acquainted with his doings,
and thus receive an impression at once agreeable,
vivid, and permanent.—Hartley's *‘ Pictorial
Teaching.”

—_—————
How to Teach.

SoMmE teachers and leaders of normal classes
and teachers’ meetings are so liberal with what
they know about the subject or lesson before
them, that they scarcely allow any one in the
class to contribute anything to the occasion.
They begin at the beginning, and close only with
the close of the meeting, their Jrocess of giving
forth their own knowlegge. We do not say this
in a censorious spirit, but simply to call atten-
tion to a style of teaching which we do not con-
sider the best.

The better way is, for each one in the class to
have an opportunity to contribute to this fund
of knowledge before the teacher or leader tells
all he or she may know about it.

“PASS THE HAT.”

Just as the steward passes the hat or basket to
each one in the congregation, so let the teacher,
by personal questions, give each member of the
class an opportunity to say something about the
lesson, or any of the circumstances connected
with it.

For instance : a description of the Sea of
Galilee is desired ; here each one can state some

fact in reference to shape, size, depth, surround-
ings, ete. ; and thus a pretty complete descrip-
tion is given on the contribution plan. The
same may be done in reference to the teachings
of the lesson text, and any point connected
with it.

After all these collections are made, the leader
can add to the stock by illustrations, or a short,
pointed lecture, that will fix each mina upon the
most salient points,

Thus the teachers’ meeting and the normal
class can be made 8o interesting, that it will not
be difficult 15 sustain them.—Evangelical S. 8.
Teacher,

—_—— ~,e—.—————

Teacher's Personal Character.

Sam Rowland Hill: ““That man is a bad
preacher in the pulpit who is not a good one out
bt . . . We should preach by what
we are, as well as by what we say.” This is an
apt statement of a very important truth. A
high standard of religicns and moral character
is properly demanded of those who stand before
the people as teachers of God's truth. Any one
who cannot meet this requirement ought to step
down and out of the ministry.

But does not this apply with as much force to
the Sunday-school teacher, as it does to the
preacher of the gospel ¥ If not, why so? Their
work is essentially the same, Both are teachers
of God's truth. One is as really a preacher of
the gospel as the other. Neither can instruct
cthers into the ways of truth successfully, with-
out walking therein himself. .

The importance of the teacher’s personal char-
acter has not been lost sight of altogether by
Sunday-school workers ; but the standard of it
has not been high enough, nor has the insistance
upon it been as vigorous as it ought to be.
Many persons are allowed to occup{ the position
of teacher in the Sunday-school whose religious.
character and life are not what they ought to be.
Many are in this position who are not even
Christians. This is wrong, even if it is the best
that can be done in some cases. The teacher
teaches by his personal influence, by the general
flavour of his character. Unless these are right,
he is wrong  The best of teaching in the class.
—as teaching is often judged—will be more than,
neutralized by a bad influence and example away
from it.—Baptist Teacher.

—— -
Only One.

OXE thinker can think out a thought that
gives light to a multitude. One voice can fill a
room crowded with people with glorious words
full of wis#¥h and power. One determined will’
can provide a plan and a place, a purpose and a
desire, out of which good influence may grow.

One person can keep up a Sunday-school all'
winter. He can open the’school-house, build a
fire, welcome each pupil, urge them to come
again and bring others with them. One soul
can thus serve and inspire other souls.

Are you the one who ought and does not t—
8. 8. Journal.
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The Work of the Sunda.y-Bchool
Board.

ABOUT once a month the Executive of the
Board are called together by the Secretary, who
reads the applications and letters, and t' en the |
Committee muke as liberal grants ag its finances
will allow, and the necessities of the case seem
to requize.  Many of the letters are very inter.
esting,  We take the liberty of quoting from g
eouple of them from the remote East. QOpe
Brother writes ;—

‘! Many thanks for the vapers so kindly sent
us during the Past year,  We all Jike them very
much. They certainly are the bost that can be
had for Sabbath-schoo work,
of other denominations are attending
for the purpose of obtaining our nj

I send you a small order, the best we
at present, as times are hard here, .
buiﬂling having failed, and many of the hus.
bands and fathers being absent in

.......... 0 39 | are quite poor,

0 25 | on the other side, thirt
++ 0 20 | s00n to have more, We should like
...... 0 20 [ some books, but there

.. 0 30 [ with other places, the
-+ 0 25 | winter, carried on foot,
« 022
.. 020

Several children mitted ; and it w
our School | easier and much

pare a much larger volume, could they h
can do | justified in so doing,

duce a sufficient number of
retain a fair Proportion of ol
many hearts ; to provide for the m

0 | After receiving the circular from the Executive
8 | Committee of the 8, S. Board, I stated at the
School that we migl
would try to help ou
next Sabbath to receive taeir gifts toward this
object,  Although the amount is small, it is
large for those wﬁo gave it, as the people here
We have, as You see by answers
-six scholars, and hope
to have got
is no way of getting them
but littfe communication
mail being, part of the

here now, as there is

Many similar applications are received, The
new paper, Home axp Scnoor, is very highly
commended—very many single subscriptions are
received for it, and in many places it is the only
Methodist or religious paper the people can
afford to take, The connexional intvlligcnce,
and portraits and life sketche, of connexional
leaders are much approved, and (hejr continua-

tion is requested, We sha'l endeavour to give
additional portraits,

—, e —— P

The Dominion Hymnal,

Tue new Sunday-school H

It contains 302 hymn
best book, for its desigr
We are acquainted,
bestowed a great
and to him is du,

ymnal is now ready.
5. We consider it the
ned purpose, with which

The Rev, Dr, Sanderson has
deal of labour on the book,
e its admirable arrangement
and the exceedingly appropriate mottoes or texts
for each hymn, We quote the following

remarks of the preface, which is also from his
graceful pen :—

or Sunday-schools throughout
It is the joint product of earnes
workers, both clerical and lay, in the Sunday-
school department of Christian effort, Not less
than ten thousand hymns have been examined
by the committee to Which this work wag com-

‘ould have been to them an
more satisfactory task to pre-
ave felt

*“To keep within reasona

ble limits ; to intro.
new hymns, and yet
ones, dear to
ore thoughtful,

e
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and not utterly exclude all hymns of a lighter
type ; to meet the wants and tastes of teachers,
adult scholars, and children of different grades,
down to that of the infant class ; to provide for
the numerous anniversaries recognized by the
Churches; to introduce nothing of doubtful
theology or tendency, and to make the Hymnal
suitable for social services withont damage to
Sabbath-school interests, were among the many
considerations steadily kept in view by the
committee,

““ A Tune Book, with a tune adapted to every
hymn in the Hymnal, has also been prepared
by another committee. The music is issued
simultaneonsly with the publication of the
hymns. In the examination of the music it
will be very apparent that the right hand of one,
who by previous musica! compilations placed the
Church under no small obligation, has not forgot-
ten its cunning. Both Hymnal and Tune Book
are so paged as to make it easy to find the hymn
in the one and the music in the other, without
reference to Index. May this volume, prepared
and published by authority of the General Con-
ference of the Methodist Church, be rendered
a great blessing to thousands throughout the
Dominion of Canada.

—r————

We beg to acknowledge, with many thanks,
the receipt of Sunday-school libraries for dona-
tions to poor Schools, from the Walkerton
Sunday-echool, per E. H. Sheffield, Sec'y, and
from the Burford Sunday-school, per Rev. W.
Hayhurst,

-

The Superintendent's Work.

1. Berorg the lesson : To be present ten min-
utes before the time of opening. To greet the
teachers and scholars before school.  To provide
substitutes for absent teachers. To huve the

arts of the programme filled out, appropriate

Kymnu selected, ete. To make the opening ex-
ercises short, and vary them occasionally. To
call for the text of the morning sermon, and
where it is found.

2. During the lesson : Avoid walking about
and interfering with the teachers. Have an eye
to order See how the work is being done.
Keep everybody away from the classes, Watch
for good appointments for new teachers, Gently
tap the lx-‘l five minutes before the close of the
lesson. Note any indica ions of special spiritual
interest in any c'ass,

3. After the lesson: As soom: as attention is
secured, be ready to proceed, Review the lesson
briefly, but pointedly, using questions, previ-
ously prepared, calculated to elicit ready an-
swers. Scek to impress the truth taught by the
teacher, rather than to dissipate it by striking or
sensational efforts, which display the superin-
tendent’s avilities as a blackboardist or other-
wise. As far as possible, let the closing hymn
be petitional in its character, and in harmony

w.th the teachings of the lessons. The snperin-
tendent, having carefully observed during the
teaching of the lesson any special interest in
any case, or special lack of it, should endeavour
to speak sympathizingly and helpfully with the
teacher before leaving the room. The superin-
tendent onght to observe and speak appreciative-
Iy to those who have made special ('Hurh to be
present. See that the spirit of reverence is
maintained by every one up to the moment of
leaving the room.—R. W. Woodward.

Great Influence of Little Things.

Tur man who wrote the four simple lines be-
ginning with “*Now I lay me down to sleep,”
seemed to do a very small thing. He wrote four
lines for his little child. His name has not
come down to us, but he has done more for the
good of his race than if he had commanded the
victorious army at Waterloo, The little fires
which the good man kindles here and there on
the shores of time, never go out ; but ever and
anon they flame up and throw a light upon the
}»ilgrim's path:  There ie hardly anything so
earful, to my mind, as the mind reaching down
into the coming ages, and writing itself upon
the minds of unborn generations. We know
not whose hand held the pen that wrote the
Arabian Nights: but what a book ! How £ &
are the children who have not sat spell-bound at
the feet of that enchanter !

ook flotices.

Farrar, D.D., F. R, 8., Canon of Westmin-
ster ; author of *“ The Life of Christ,” *‘The
Life and Work of St. Paul,” etc. 8vo., 664
ages.  Price, 40 cents, paper ; 75 cents, cloth.
kuw York : Funk & Wagnalls; and Methodist
Book Rooms, Toronto, Montreal, and Halifax.
This great work, which is issued in one vo
ume. with all the Notes, Appendix, Index, ete.
the samie as the Five-Dollar Edition, throws a
flood of light on The Acts of the Apostles, anp
should he in the hands of all preachers who lec-
ture or preach on the Sunday-school lessons, and
of all Sunday-school Superintendents and teach-
ers, and of Advance Bible Cluss Scholars. The
marvellously low price puts it within the reach of
all.
¢ It describes the deeply interesting events of
the early days of the Christian Church, and the
state of politics and society in which the Church:
grew up. An account is given of the lives and
writings of the three pillar apostles, St. Peter,
St. James, ar Tohn, with an exrllnation of
their Epistle of the Apocalypse. The-
social and poliical conditions of the Roman.
Empire, and the relation of the Church with it,
are treated with Canon Farrar's well-known
learning and eloquence, The glowing and rapid
style for which gnnon Farrar has been so much
admired carries the reader easily through the
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difficulties of textual criticism, and nothing in
the work is more remarkable than the happy
combination of minute scholarship with the
graces of a literary method, and at timey the
rhetorical fervour of an advocate,”

The Bodley Books, By Horace E. Scunper,
6 vols , 5. 8vo. Boston : Houghton, Mifflin
& Co. Toronto ;: Wm, Briggs, Price, $1.50
per vol,

from the glowing pages of Motley, and is beau-

tifully illustrated by numerous engravings,

The illuminated cover is really a work of fine art,
——

The Dominion Hymnal—A Collection of Hymns
and Music for Sunday-school and Social Wor.
ship, pp. 30, Price,” single copy, 60c.; per
dozen, $6,

This is a Laok for which our Schools have long
been waiting—and it js worth waiting for, It iy
one of the very best Sunday-school Hymnals
extant.  What strikes one in opening it is the
exceedingly clear and legible type of hoth music
and words, Every page has heen electrotyped in
copper, and is as sharp and clear as copper-plate
engraving,  Of the music we are personally
incapable of judging, but from the distinguished
reputation of the musical Editor, the Rev, Dr,
Williams, who hag prepared some of the most
successful music hooks ever published in the
Domininn, We are confident that it will meet the
Just expectations of all lovers of good musie,
Now that our Schools have an authoy ized hymnal

The charm about these books is, that while
capital holiday and birthday gift-books, they are
equally suitable for use al] the year round, " We

10w of no similar series in which instruction
and entertainment for young pvnrle are 80 admi-
rably blended, Mr. Scudder, the Editor, is a
gentleman of fine literary taste, and has that
skilled tact whicl, enables him to communicate
historic and usefy] information in a remarkably
interesting manner, The volnmes are independ-
ent of each other, but since the characters are
the same in al] of them, there jg a natural con-

nection and unity in the series, They are copi- [ of unsurpassed excellence, we that the
ously illustrated from the ample resources of the great variety of unauthorized an, ferior ones
Breat house whose name they bear, and are Will speedily be superseded by . Dominion
printed with all the mechanical excellence for Hymnal, :

which the Riverside Press is famed. The fine e

selection of some of the noblest poems of the Adventures in Cmnadn ; or. n the Wonds,
language, with admirable illustrations, gives the Edited by Jony (, Grik p. 408. Phila.
books a marked educational value, delphia ;" Porter & Coa Toronto : W,

Vol. L., The Doings of the Bodley Fumily in
Town and Country, is one of the best, with 77
engeavings, and 250 pages. It describes life
about Boston, and gives “The Piper of Hamlin,”
“The Heir of Lynn,” «1pe Hunting of the
Cheviot,"” and other classical English poems,

Vol I1., 74 Bodleys Telling Stories, describes
certain historic buildings, with thuirnssuvinlions,
a visit to Cape Cod, and gives a charming French
Christmas carol and Story of Bethlehem.

Vol. IIL., 7%, Bodleys on Wheels, records a
family Journey through the old historic towns of

alem, Newburyport, Cape Ann, Marblehead,
anl other places, which have been made famous
in song and story.  Longfellow's poems are laid
under tribute, and beautiful story by Ruskin
is given,

Vol. IV., 7%, Bod'eys Afoot, deseribes a trip
down the picturesque Valley of the Connecticut,
to Hartford, New aven, and on to New York,
with sketches of Yale College,

Vol. V., i, Bodlry Abroad, records the expe-
riences of that gentleman in Scotland, the Low
Countries, and Switz«-rlaud, elrlgantly illustmtutl,
together with the adventures of the young folk
at home,

Vol VL, is 7% Bodleys in Holland, They
went to study history, geography, and customs,
not in great libraries, but in the people’s faces

and houses and qa]) the curious things in that
old-fashioned country. Mr. Scudder has a de.

Briggs.  Price 81,00,

It may not bhe generally known that the dis.
tinguished Dr, J, Cunningham Geikie the author
of one of the most learned and sneeessful Liveg
of Christ ever written, of Hours With the Bible,
and other valuable books, was for a long time
resident in Canada, first ip Canada West, then
in Nova Scotia, and one of his brothers still
lives in thig city—a successful physician, In
the book under notice, Dr, Geikie gives an ac.
count of his bayhood's adventures in the Canada
of some thirty “years g0 ; of his voyage across
the Atlantic; his landing at Quebec ; his Jjourney
to Toronto, and westward to his new home on
the 8t. Clair river ; and of his subsequent ad.
ventures in the country. He gives a graphic
account of bush life—of hunting and fishing, of
wolf and bear stories, Indian ndventunm, anec-
dotes of Canadian social life, a description of 5
visit to Niagara Falls, an account of the of].
wells, of life in Torouto, and other things that
all Canadian boys will like to read

The Apollo, o Journal of Musie, Boston : I, E,
Whipple, 495 Washington St. g1 o year,
This is a new and handsome musical maga.

zine, with copyright music, reading matter, ete,

This is a cheap way to gt good musie,

Jonx W, Lovewr, Co., have arranged with

the Rev. R. Heber Newton, to publish in their

popular ““ Lovel]'s Library,” the SEIMons row in
the course of delivery, “on ¢ The Right and

Wrong Uses of the Bible.”  The whole series of

sermons, seven in all, will be issued in one vol-

time, printed from large type in neat 12mo form,

Paper covers, for 20 cents,

St 2o

th
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.

FIRST QUARTER—STUDIES IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES.

MARCH,

Nore—The verses to be

to memory are

113,

A. D, 30,

by an index [ 247 at the side.
March 4.

LESSON 1X.—PERSECUTION RENEWED.

Acts 6. 17-82.

17 Then @ the high-priest rose up, and all
that were with him, which is the sect of the Sad-
ducees, ) and were filled with @ indignation,

aChap. 4, 1. 2——a Or, envy,

18. And b laid their hands on the apostles,
and put them in the common prison.

b Luke 21, 12,

19 But ¢ the angel of the Lord by night opened
th}zlpriaon doors, and brought them forth, and
Bald

o cPsa. 34, 7; Acts. 12. 7; chap. 16. 26; Heb. 1, 14,

20 Go, stand and speak in the temple to the

people d all the words of this life.
dJohn 6, 63; 17. 8; 1 John 10, 11,

21 And when they heard that, they entered
into the temple early in the morning, and taught.
¢ But the high-priest came, and they that were
with him, and called the council together, and

all the senate of the children of Israel, and sent : the world, as men realized that the Gospel was

to the prison to have them brought.
e Chap 4.5, 6.

22 But when the officers came, and found
them not in the prison, they returned, and told,

23 Saying, The prison truly found we shut
with all safety, and the keepers standing with-
out before the doors : but when we had opened,
we found no man within.

24 Now when the high-priest fand the cap-
tain of the temple and the chief priests heard
these things, they doubted of them whereunto
this would grow.

JSluke 22 4; chap 4. 1,

25 Then came one and told them, saying, Be-
hold, The men whom ye put in prison are stand-
ing in the temple, and teaching the people.

26 Then went the captain with the officers,
and brought them without violence : ¢ for they
feared the people, lest they should have been
stoned.

g Matt. 14, 5 ; 21, 26,

7 27 And when they had brought them, they
set them before the council : and the high-priest
asked them,

#ar 28 Saying, h Did not we straitly command

ou, that ye should not teach in this name? and,

hold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doc-
trine, and 7 intend to bring this man’s blood j

hChap. 4. 18 ;——iChap, 2. 28; 8.15; 7, 62—
J Matt. 98 85: 27, 25.

& 29 Then Peter and the other apostles
answered and said, ¥ We ought to obey God
rather than men,

kGal. 1, 10,

80 The God of our fathers raised up Jesus,

whom ye slew and hanged 7 on a tree.
1Chap. 10, 89 ; Gal. 3. 13 ; 1 Peter 2. 24,

31 Him m hath God exalted with his right-
hand to be # a Prince and a o Saviour, p for to
give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins,

m Chap. 2, 23; Phil, 2, 9; Heb. 10; 12
nlsa, 9. 6; Ezek. 34, 24; Dav. 9,25; ¢ 3
{lcl\‘ 1. 5,——oMatt, 1. 21,—pEph. L 7; Col

32 And q we are his witnesses of these things ;
and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath
given to them that obey him,

qJohn 15, 26,

GENERAL STATEMENT.

Two results followed God's judgment upon
Ananias and Sapphira : the standard of purity
was raised in the Church, so that no man dared
to unite with it from selfish motives ; and at the
same time there was an increase of power over

under a divine protection. The twelve apostles
were held in honour, and multitudes thronged
around them to listen to their words, and to
receive their healing influence, Such throngs
gathered day by day in Solomon’s Porch, that
the rulers again became uneasy and alarmed. A
brief consultation was held by the leaders ; the
a}:ostles were suddenly seized, and thrust into
the common prison of the city for the night,
until action should be taken on the morrow.
But that night, while rulers and guards were
both asleep, there was a rustle of wings over the
prison, noiselessly the iron doors swung open,
the chains fell off, and the apostles walked forth
free. At daybreak their voice was heard once
more in the temple proclaiming the words of
eternal life. The council of the Jews met in
their hall ; the officers were sent for their pri-
soners, but returned in terror, declaring that
while they found the doors shut and the keepers
on guard, within they saw no man. A ltnngu
terror, a deep consciousness began to grow in the
minds of the rulers that they were fighting against
God’s plan, and they feared what the result
might be, yet would not confess themselves
guilty of their Redeemer's blood, and seek his
mercy, Suddenly appears in their presence a
man just from Solomon's Porch, bringing news
that the men who but yesterday were committed
to prison are there preaching to the people. The
captain of the temple and his guards surround
the place, and arrest the twelve, but in no rough
manner, for they are warned by the ominous looks
of the people that the persecution is unpopular.
The apostles are now in a body before the coun
cil of the Jewish people. Again the high priest,
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Annas, sternly rebukeg them for thejr conduct lege higher than belongs to the angels of God,
in Proclaiming the forbidden name, and with n the temple The post of duty, the place
white lips declares, « Ye intend to bring this where they hafbe

man's blood upon us " Boldly Peter answers | tre of the opposition to the Gospel, Al
for his brethren that they are but the messengers thi i

of the God of Isracl, who has raised hig Son
from the dead as Pringe and Saviour, and that
they dare pot withhold the message of thejp
King,  The enraged council ape ready to order
them to death, hut calmer counsels prevai] ; the
apostles are beaten, but not slain, and bear the
tlmin and shame witl, Jjoy, glad to bear testimony
or their Master,

21. They entered into the temple.
The place wag probably Solomoy’s Porch. on the
ast of the eoypt of the Gentijes, Ver. 12,
Barly in t; © morning. Rey, Ver., “about
daybreak,” They went at once, ag 800N as re.
leased, ang were there in time for the morning
sacrifice, gt Sunrise, Qp account of the Leat of
the climate in Palestine work beging with
the first light, in the cool of the mornin , and
the hot noon time g taken for rest, igh-
priest came, For the purpose of holding
the trial of the apostles, in the hall Gazith, the
session-room of the Snnhedrin, in the courts of
Israel and of the Priests, iy the temple, They

at were with him. Hijs immediaty
friends and partisans, who haq called the peet.
ing of the entire council, © council. ...
and all the Senate. The two words mean
about the same, the repetition being for the sake
of emphasis, Sent to the rison. Where
they had committed them o the day before, and
Supposed them now to be,

EXPrLAy \Tonry AND I’IIA(‘TICAL
NOTEN,

Verse 17. The high-priest, *robably
Annas (as in Lesson VL,) who was regarded by
the Jews ag the true high-[nil-st, though his sop.
in-law Caiaplias held the office,  Roge up.

1 eXpression meaning that thoey were aroused
to action by the pr minence which the new gos.
pel was obtaining, an| the power which it wag
ferting. ~ All they that were with him,
Not all the Nanhedrin op supreme council, Jyy¢
those leaders who were iy sympathy and affilia.
tion with the high-priest, ect of the 8ad.

UCees, The smyjjep in number of the two
Jowish sects, phy¢ more largely represented in the
ofﬁcu-hohling class than t}e Pharisees, They
were rationalists, denying the resurrection an
the future life, and hence were offended at tho
prean:hing of the apostles, ndignalion,
Angry both at the fact of the apostles preaching
after they hag forbidden them i and at the doe.
trine which they preached, L. The boasted Jil.
erality of skepiics is 5 myth.  None are more
bigoted than unbelievers,

18 Laid thejr hands.  Seizg them
roughly, by thejy police, Qp ¢; 8 apostes,
Probably a]] the twelve were this time arrested,

n the common prigopn, [, the public
Jail of the city, in company with the lowest and
vilest rl‘i!m'nuls; and, according to Oriental
usage, left to starye unless supplied by thejp
friends wit), food. 9, But uoufa may be freg
while bodies aye chained,

19. The angel. Rather, g4 in Reviged
Versinn, “an angel.” It g evidently related as
& supernatural event, though some Writers sup-
Pose that it wag through the agency of a friend

23, 23 hen the officers came,
The eivi] officers of the S:unhcdriu, who were t,
execute its orders, The priscu....shut,
The heavenly visitant had not only opened the
doors, but closed them again, anq 80 quietly that
the escape of twelve men K been unnoticed,
Keepers standing Without. Iy b,
East the guards stand outside the entrance to the
Jjail.  No man within, The may have
been the only prisoners, op the words may mean
“n0 man of "those whom we were seeking, "

24. Captain of the temple. The chief
of the Levite police in the temple quarter,
Chief riests. The leaders of the Priestly
order. whethey from rank op force of character,

oubted of them, Were much, perplexed
concerning them,” Rey. Ver, They coulq not
understand the events nor thejp cause : and por.
haps a fear and aye of the Supernatural aroge i,
their minds, W éreunto thig would
8row.  They f aped the results (a4 might
come to pass, in the ﬂtrmlg(houiug of the Gospel,
and the loss of their own influence, 6. God's
Ways are ever a marve] to men,

25, 26. Then Came one. From gol,.
mon's Porch into the Hall Gazith, Within the
aren of the tomple, Standing in the tem-

le. “Near ot hand, in thig very building,»
geaohing the people. Showing therel,
no intention ofohe_\'ing the orders of the couneil,

rought them withoyt violence. The

at wm'k. in behalf of his peo le, Opened
the prison doors, 4, [, and walls qre
o barrier jy the way of God's purposes,

miracle was not without jtg effect in the milder
treatment of tle apostles,

20. Go, stand and speak, The angel
opens the prison ang bids the disciples Preach,
but does not preach himself, ¢ o the divine
plan that men, and pot angels, shall call their
fellow.men to Tepentance, 5, We have a privi.
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their teachings. The persecution was entirely
instigated and maintained by the rulers, Lest
....stoned, Stoning was the expression of
the popular alhoirence especially against acts of
treason or blaspl . It was appointed in the
law as a method of execution, because it was the
act, not of an official, but of the people in a
body.

27, 28. Set them before the coun-
cil. This was the second appearance of Peter
and John, but the first of the other apostles,
Hifh-priest asked. It was the office of
the high-priest to examine prisoners. Did not
we straitly command you? Rev. Ver,
“We straitly charged you.” Straitly means
“strictly.” We would rather expect the first
question to be ‘“How did you escape?” but
indignation at their disobedience and the'r
teaching of Christ was uppermost in the feelings
of the priest and the rulers. In this name.
In all their wrath they carefully avoid mention-
ing the name of Jesus. Filled Jerusalem,
Not that all the people had become believers, but
the fame of the Gospel had filled the city.
Your doctrine. hntlwr, as in Rev. Ver.,
“Your teaching.” This man'’s blood
upon us. ‘“You intend to hold us up before
the peop'e as answerable for the blood of Jesus."
Yet, a }ew months before, they had said, * His
blood be on us!" Matt, 27. 25. 7. Sin looks
very different before the crime and after it.

29, 30. Peter and the other apos-
tles. Peter as the leader answering for the
rest. 'We ought. 8. Oh, theweight of that
word ‘““ought " No stronger impulsc than duty
can control action. Obey God rather
than men. The logic of the speech is: (1)
We ought to obey God ; (2) God has raised up
Jesus, and (3) Made us witnesses of the fact ; (4)
We cannot, therefore, refuse to bear testimony,
Hanged on a tree. The word signifies
**wood,” referring to 1he er«ss, and it is notice-
ably one used by Peter, both in his discourses
and his epistles. 1 Pet. 2. 24,

81. God exalted. Jesus, lifted up from
a cross to a kingdlom. With his right
hand. This may read, as in margin of ﬁev
Ver., ‘“at his right hand,” the place of honour
and Hmwrr. To be a prince. The word
strictly means *‘chief. or leader, one who leads
the way.” 9. Where Jesus leads we may follow.
To give repentance. Repentance comes
through the Spirit which is given as the effect of
Jesus' appearance. Forgiveness. Which is
r;]ldel possible through the shedding of Jesus'

ood.

32. We are his witnesses. It was to
testify to the ‘‘Christhood” of Jesus, to the
facts of his resnrrection, and to the truth of the
Gospel, that the apostles were appointed. Of
these things, Literally, *‘these sayings,”
that is, ‘‘these things which we have just spo-
ken.” Holy Ghost, The Spirit of God,
writing his testimony on the hearts of disciples.
Given to them that obey him. A
promise implied that if the council themselves

will obey the voice of the Spirit they will have
t}lc same assurance as that enjoyed by the ajos-
tles.

GOLDEN TEXT.
':;9.'.' to obey God rather than men, Acts

OUTLINE,
1. In the Prison, v.17, 18,
2, In the Temple, v. 19 25,
3. Before the Council, v. 26.32,

HOME READINGS,

M. DPersecution renewed. Acts 5. 17-32.

Tu. Persecutions expected. 2 Tim. 3. 1-12,
W. Enduring persecution. 1 Pet. 4, 12-19,
Th. Persecution a blessing. Matt, 5, 3-16.
F.  The affliction light. 2 Cor. 4. 6-18.

S, Patience in trouble. Psa. 87. 1-11.

8. Deliverance from trouble. Psa. 34, 1-16.

1 ESSON EHYMNS,

Know, my soul, thy full salvation; 8, 7.
Rise o'er sin, and fear, and care ; |
Joy to find in every station ‘
Something still to do or bear.

Think what Spirit dwells within thee ;
‘What a Father's smile is thine ;

What a Saviour died to win thee :
Child of heaven, shouldst thou repine?

No. 461, New Hymn Book. S.M.

Angels your march oppose,
\‘tho ltl?il in ntrengtl} m-l,
Your secret, sworn, eternal foes,
Countless, invisible :
But shall believers fear ?
But shall believers fly ?

Or sce the bloody cross appear,
And all their powers defy

Jesus' tremendouns name
Puts all our foes to flight ;
Jesus, the meek, the angry Lamb,
A Lion is in fight.
By all hell's host withstood,
We all hell's host o'erthrow ;
And conquering them, through Jesus' blood,
We stih to conquer go.

No. 777, New Hymn Book. 78 & 6s.

Stand up ! stand up for Jesus !
Ye soldiers of the cross !
Lift high his royal banner ;
It must not suffer loss ;
From victory unto victory
His army will be lead,
Till every foe is vanquished,
And Christ is Lord indeed.

Stand up ! stand up for Jesus !
The strife will rot be long ;
This day the noise of battle,
The next the victor's song.
To him that overcometh
A crown of life shall be ;
He with the King of glory
Shall reign eternally,
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ime.—A, D, 30, TexT?  How did he proclajm Jesus to them ¢
Place.—Jerusalem,

What did he say that Jesus wij) give ?

’I'EA(,'IIINGU OF Tmg I:EUSO-V.
Where in thig lesson do we find—
L. How God takes care of his people ¢
2. Whom we ought to ohey ?
3. What Christ &ives to men ¢

The Lesson Catechism, —(For the entire
&chool.) 1, Where Were the apostleg put by the
rulers ¢ In the common prison, 9, How were
they set free ¢ By an ange), 3. What diq they
then do ? They preached in the temple, 4,
Before whom were they again brought ¢ Before
the council, 5. What wag their testimony cop.
cerning Jesus before the council ! That he was
Prince anq Saviour,

onnecting Link. —Many mirgcles
Wrought by the apostles, Actg 5, 12.16,
Exp]anations. — The ligh-priest — Prob.
ably Annas, ag iy Lesson V], They that were
with him—Hig friends, many of whom were
rulers,  Saddyep, $—A class of Jows who did 1ot
believe in the resurrection of the dead.  Figloq
With indignation— Eupm'in”y because the apostles
Preached the rising of the dead through "Jesys,
“ut them in the COmmon prison— [y, the jail of the
city, where criminals wepe confined, 77, angel
—God’s angels are ready to help God's people,
Opened the, . . - doors—With ont the knowledge of
the jailers, Ver. 23, Go, stan Land speak—The
three comman g to God'’s People everywhepe, In
the templ:—W |yope the people met together,
Words of this life—The life of the Gospel, which
esus came to bring, Early in the morning —
Thus meeting the pPeople who came attend the
early sacrifice, Called the council—The great
council of the Isl'm-lin'ﬂ, called the Sanhedyiy,
Senate—The elders and rulers. 77, officers—
Those who Waited on the council,  Nomay wilhin
—The ange] way stronger than the bars,  Hearq
these things —That the apostles had escaped,
Doubted  of them—Were erplexed aboyg the
apostles, “'Imrnm[a {18 would grow—How the
Inatter would e, Standing in 1, temple—
Showing thyg that they g not hidden iy feqy,
Without violence—N of in chains, op dealing
roughly with them, Feared the ople—The
People” were friendly to the apostles for thejy
Miracles of help and healing, anq would have

Docrrinay, SL’«;(:HsTmN.—The royalty of
Christ,

l'l'EB'l‘loNl For NENIonr NTI'DEN’I‘#.

1. Before the Council, v, 24.33, What
was the mannep of the re-arrest ! State the
charges made against the Prisoners, Wt
authority did Petey recognize Wit crime did
he charge upon the counei] ¢ What office and
work did he claim for the risen Chrigt ¢ What
proof of his assertion did Potep offer ! How
may the witness of the Holy Spirit be obtained ¢

2 In the Temp]e, V. 1925, How Were
the imprisoneq apostles delivereq 3 What other
instances of deliverance through angelic aid haye
wel What command was Jaiq upo;

Why was the council called together again ¢
What strange news perplexed thep ¢

. In the Prison, V. 17,18, Whe joined
the high-pries; i this persecution 7 What at.
tempt was made to silence the apostles? What
had " Jesug foretold shoylq befa'l them 7 Luke
21. 12,

ion the name of Jesus,
—Thi means *¢tego},.

ing.” " 7nis man'y bluod—Mnking the people be.
lieve that they had murdered Jegyg, Obey God
rather thay Men—~When God's commands ap
men's are opposed to each other, anged on q
tree—The crogg is thus spoken of, 7, give re-

PRACTYTICAL, TEAC
pentance—To make it possible to re

A o A s Where do we learn—

Y sending the Spirit upon Sitners,  So iy fje = i : .
Holy Ghost—T)e Holy Ghost bore witnesg by That deliverance from danger i not deliver-
miracles wrought through the apostles, ance from duty ¢

1at divine truth iy weak hands jg able to

QUESTIONN FOoR HOME STUDY, overthrow the mighty ? " ) 4
. That God witnesses for those who witness or
1 In the Prig V. 17, 18. Wheo were [ ). %
wt in the Prison? Djq 'thuy dl"ser\'c to go there ¢ him
I i '

hat is. said in 1 pet, 4.16¢

Who put the
n{mstles In prison ? Wit made the,
the

That only the highest duty claims the prefer.
’
m angry at THEE

ence of our geryje

QUESTIONS For YOUNGER SCHoOLARS,

Why were the chief priests angry at the apos.
tles ! " Because of their great works, How did
they try to Stop them? Ry putting them jp
prison. * Did Gogq belp them ? ‘o sent his ap.
gels to set them free.  What command did the
angels give ! T, 8o and preach iy the temple,
What were they to preach 7 Eternal Jife through
faith in Christ, \{"hat astonished the Jjudges ¢
That the apostles would dare to disobey i Whe
again arrested them ¢ The ('u}-tnius and officers,

i No ; for fear of the peo.
ple.  What question did the bigh-priest agk ¢

2. In the Temple, v, 19.95, How diq
the apostles 8¢t out of prigon ¢ How did the

this fulfi] Psa, 34, 74 What three
did the angel give ¢ What did the
hat took place in the counci] ¢
feelings of t‘le rulers ¢
- Before the Council, v, 6.5, Who
were brought before the council, and how ¢ Wh
were they brought go carefully ¢ Whyt did the
high-priest Say to them ¢ 7T, what ““ name » did
nswer in the GoLpgy

commands
apostles do ¢
What were the

s

P

b
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“* Did we not forbid you to preach about Jesus 1"
What was their reply ? [l{erem. GoLpex Text.]
What did the chief priests fear? That the peo-
ple would accuse them of killing Jesus, hat
do we learn from these things? The power of
God. What else? The weakness of his enemies,
Of what may we be sure? That God will take
care of his friends, How should that encourage
us? To stand up for Jesus.

WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLE.

The Holy Spirit is given—To them that obey
God. To them who declare what he has done
for them. To them who stand up for Jesus when
others are silent. To them who deny self that
they may please Jesus.

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,
How God Helps his People In Persecution.

I. By ANGELIC MINISTRY.
The angel of the Lord by night. v. 19.
“ The angel of the Lord .... round
about.,” Psa. 34. 7.
1I. By DELIVERANCE.
Opened. . . .doors,and brought them forth.
v. 19.
“Doors were opened . ... bands were
loosed.” Acts 16. 26.
II1. By DIRECTION IN DUTY,
Go, stand and speak. . . .words of this life.
V. 20,
“What I tell you....speak ye in light.”
Matt. 10. 27.
IV. By FEARS OF ENEMIES.
They doubted . ... whereunto this would
grow. v. 24.
“No wisdom nor understanding ....
against the Lord. Prov. 21. 30.
V. BY THE RESPECT OF THE PEOPLE.
They feared the people, lest. .stoned. v. 26.
“The common people heard him gladly.”
Mark 12. 37.
VI. By IMPARTING COURAGE.
We ought to obey God rather than man.

V. 29,

“What the Lord saith . ... that will I
speak.” 1 Kings 22. 14.

VII. By THE TESTIMONY OF THE SPIRIT.

The Holy Ghost, whom God hath given.

v. 32
“Power .... the Holy Ghost . ... upon
you.” Acts 1. 8.

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,

1. Those who work for the cause of Christ
must expect to meet with opposition and
endure persecution. v. 17, 18,

2. Persecution generally comes from the
rulers in religious matters, rather than from
the secular powers. v. 17, 18.

3. The common prison may become a
palaace when one enters it for Christ’s sake.
v. 18,

4. God always aids his people in trial,
sometimes by imparting strength, and some-
times by giving deliverance. v. 19,

5. Persecution should not cause God’s
workers to cease their testimony, but should
make it more pronounced and bold. v. 20, 21.

6. God’s persecuted saints often have all
the greater power with men because of their
trials. v. 26.

7. God’s will is to be wrought even when
persecution lies in the path. v. 29.

CATECHISM QUENTION,

15. How ought you to speak: of God?

1 ought to speak of God with reverence and
praise,

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy
God in vain ; for the Lord will not hold him
guiltless that taketh his name in vain.— Exod.
20. 7

God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of
the saints, and to be had in reverence of all them
that are about him.—Psalm 89, 7.

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES.
BY SARAH GERALDINA STOCK.

IN turning over the pages of a magazine
published for boys one is sure to find two or
three pictures of a highly sensational and
attractive type. I use the word sensational
in no ill sense. I merely mean that the
pictures are of a nature to draw attention
and excite in the beholder the desire to know
how the persons therein delineated got into
the condition in which we see them, and,
perhaps, yet more, how they ever get out
again. Here is a shipwrecked crew, tossing
in a small boat on the rough waves ; a hun-
ter, struggling in deadly conflict with a
savage beast ; a fugitive, hotly pursued by
the enemy ; and others of a similarly excit-
ing nature. And the young reader hastens
to find out all about the shipwreck—how the
hunter got into that dangerous position—
and whether the fugitive escaped in safety.

Now there are no less than three pictures
in the verses for to-day’s lesson, the same
persons being drawn over again in each, only
the drawing is with the pen of the writer in-
stead of the pencil of the draughtsman. And
they are pictures which ought to be full of
interest to the youthful mind.

The first picture presents to us twelve men
fast shut up in prison ; the second shows us
these very prisonersin full liberty,surrounded
by crowds who listen to their teaching ; the
third displays the men who had regained
their freedom once more in the hands of
their enemies. Now, the questions which

arise at once are : first, how did these men
get thrown into prison? secondly, how did
they manage to escape? and thirdly, how
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nesses,” v. 32.. .. ILLUSTRATIONS. Courage.
It was said over John Knox's coffin by the
regent of Scotland, “ There lies one who
never feared the face of man!”, .. .Duty to
God, v. 29. Socrates’ answer to his judges,
* 1 honour you, O judges, but I honour God
more !”. .. Faithfulness. Said Anacharsis
to his enemies, “ You may break the bones
of Anacharsis, but you cannot break his
will 17

References. FOSTER’S CYCLOPEDIA OF
ILLUSTRATIONS: Ver. 17: Prose, 4405. Ver.
19; Poetical, 119; Prose, 136, 11191,
Ver. 20: Prose, 9135. Ver. 24: Prose, 7132.
Ver. 28: Prose,7133. Ver. 29. Prose, 2297,
10178. Ver. 31: Prose, 7143. Ver. 83
Prose, 2052, 2054 ..FREEMAN'S HAND
BOOK. VER. 17. The Sadducees, 695. Ver.
17: The Sanhedrin, 718. Ver. 26: The
* captain,” 787.

Primary and Intermediate,
BY M. V. M.

INTRODUCTORY. When we see an engine
at work we know there is power somewhere,
though it may be out of sight. So the people
saw the wondeiful acts of the apostles, and
felt sure that God must be doing these
things, and the Church grew very fast. Tell
how the apostles lived, and what they did.

LESSON THOUGHT. “God grealer than
all” To be taught : Why the apostles were

persecuted. How God showed himself to
be on their side. How they showed their
faith in him.

1. Show what persecution is. A little boy
who had been taught to pray went to a large
school. At night he knelt by his bed in the
long dormitory where the boys slept to pray.
The boys laughed, called him names, threw
things at him, and tried in every way to keep
him from speaking to God. This was per-
secution. Show that they persecuted him
because his act reproved them. It was so
with the priests and rulers. If the apostles
were right, they were very wrong, for they
had killed the Jesus, who these men said
was the Son of God !

2. Teach that the pri-
son could not hide the
apostles from God. He
can enter the darkest
prison as he can the dark-
| est heart. He wanted
these men to be about
| his work, and he took

them from the prison,
and put them in his temple to speak about
him. Show that God thinks about us when
we are in the darkest places. Print on the
board “ Words of Life,” and give the angel’s
command, “ Go, speak.” He did not say,
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“ Speak the words of this book, of this
Church,” but “of this life.” Show an empty
purse. Can I give money to a beggar from
this purse? No, because there is none in it.
So we cannot give this life unless we have
it. Show that it is the life of Jesus, and to
be had by all who ask for it.

3. Tell of the surprise of the priests when
they heard that the apostles were preaching
again, and the conversation that followed.
Teach that God is over all, and that the
apostles really believe this, for they said
they must obey him. Where do we find his
laws? Compare this world’s rulers with
God, showing that everything of this world
dies, while God never changes. Make plain
the truth that God is a real Being to be
obeyed and loved more than even father and
mother. Show that his laws are wise and
good,and lead to life.  To follow this world’s
laws may lead away from God, and to sin
and death,

Biackboard.
BY J. B. PHIPPS, R8Q.

This diagram illustrates the suffering ot
the apostles for the sake of Christ. Their
path of duty was made the path of persecu-
tion. It led to the prison door. If the
blackboard is large enough write the Golden
Text over the top. The words suffering and
persecution may be red, the other words in
blue or yellow ; the stone wall in brown,
and the prison door in white outline.

THE APOSTLES HAVE 1
OBEYED GOD
RATHER THAN MAN?t

GOD’S LOVE
TAKES CARE OF
HIS APOSTLES, | You.

Though cast down, never forsaken,
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Lesson Word-Pletupes, gliness of the place. The keepers
Night around the o]q Prison | Dingy, | :&f;ﬁe,bﬂ:{;‘t:‘e Rloom

dirty place, the moon jg trying to drape jts :

ugliness itk its silver veil,
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LESSON X —THE SEVEN CHOSEN,
Acts 6, 1.15, t
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self-sacrifice of the apostles, who harmonize all
the elements by giving to all a share in the
government of the Church. Among the seven
appointe.. to the new order of deacons, there is
one most prominent, Stephen, whose greatness
causes even the apostles to sink out of notice,
To him it was given, first of all, to catch a
glimpse of the Gospel for all the world, Gentiles
as well as Jows, and to preach salvation for all
mankind., He sees the Christianity of the future,
not a mere sect of the Jews, but a great world-
religion, binding into one all races, and uniting
the kingdoms of the world under the throne
of Christ. His bold enunciation of the truth
stirs up strife, and awakens the dormant spirit
of persecution. The adversaries who cannot
answer his words, nor resist the divine Spirit
which dwells within_him, seize him and drag
him before the council. The elders of Israel in
their hall hear the charge of blasphemy against
the law and the temple, and then look upon
the face of the azcused man, which they behold
lighted up with the power of grace within, and
with the glory already beaming around the first
martyr of the Church.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL
NOTES,

Verse 1. In those days. An indefinite
term, which may refer to several years. Was
multiplied. Rev. Ver., ‘“ was multiplying: "
by a constant growth. A murmuring. Not
an open quarrel or complaint, but its foreshadow-
ing in whispered discontent. 1. Small fault-
findings, if not checked, soon grow into great
strifes, QGrecians. Frequently called Hel-
lenists, Jews belonging to *‘the dispersion,” or
descendants of Jewish families in foreign lands,
who had lost the Hebrew tongue, spoke Greek
as their native language, and, though true
Israelites, were less narrow than the Hebrewg,
who were Palestinian by birth, clung to the
Hebrew, (though they spoke only its Aramaic
dialect,) and were extremists in their hatred
of all foreign customs. Between these two
classes there was a constant rivalry, Widows,
In the East, a very desolate class, since they
were entirely dependent upon the relatives of the
deceased husband, and often suffering extreme

verty. ‘Were neglected. Those who
distributed the bounty, being Hebrews, might
not learn readily of cases of need in the other
class. Daily ministration. Greek * diia-
conia,” or deaconship. There was probably a
daily distribution of food to such as applied for
it, and the cases were not carefully examined.
2. How much of trouble comes to the Church
from its secular relations! 8. Since there was
selfishuess and clannishness even in the pente-
costal Church, let us not look for the perfect
Church on earth, but wait for it in heaven,

2. Then the twelve, They were wise in
preventing evil by meeting the complaint in the
spirit of conciliation. Called the multi-

tude. A public meeting was held, where all
had the right of attendance; but it is not
necessary to suppose that all, or even a majority,

were present. It is not reason. ‘It isnot
fit,” (Rev. Ver.) Leave the word of God.
Cease from the preaching of the Gospel. Serve
tables, Attend to the details of business ;
which in the East is mostly done sitting at a
table. 4. The spiritual work of the Church
is far more important than its secular concerns,

3. Brethren, Though apostles, they did
not disdain to regard all the disciples of Christ
as their brothers and equals. Look ye out.
Their method of selection is suggestive, but not
authoritative, to us, for it is not given as a
command. The body of the disciples chose the
officers, but the apostles confirmed the appoint-
ment, and inducted the appointees ; so that both
laity and clergy were united in the action,
Seven men. Seven was a well-known number
to the Hebrews, and would naturally suggest
itself. Perhaps one was chosen to act on each
day of the week. Honest report. Not
only men of upright character, but of spotless
reputation ; men in whom all won!d have confi.
dence. Full of the Holy Ghost. Men of
spiritual endowments, and with a rich personal
experience. ‘Wisdom. Intellectual capacity
and business ability. 6. Note here the three
elements in the character of an official member $
(1) Uprightness ; (2) Spirituality ; (3) Executive
ability, 'Whom we may appoint. As
the funds had been given to the apostles, it was
necessary that they should have a voice in
appointing the stewards,

4. We will give ourselves to. Rev.
Ver, ‘“We will continue steadfastly in,”
Prayer. Both the public worship of the

Church and the private communion with God
which gives it all its power. Miniatry of
the Word. Literally, “‘i\he deaconship of
the word,” as in verse 2, While the seven were
to serve in one form of deaconship or ministry,
the twelve were to serve in another, 6. Sacred
and secular is all one in God's work,

5. Pleased. The spirit shown by the apostles
healed the growing tendency to separation,
They chose. These men are generally called
deacons, but the name is not applied to them
here or elsewhere in this book. ’I\Iwy are spoken
of as ‘“ the seven,” Acts 21. 8, All have Greek”
names, but it is not certain that all belonged
to the Grecian or Hellenistic section of the Jews.
Only the two first-named are mentioned in the
after history. Stephen. From the manner
in which his name is presented, he would appear
to have been a leader, and his character is indi-
cated hoth in the brief clause full of faith
and of the Holy Ghost. He was, perhaps,
next to his successor, Paul, the greatest man
in the early Christian Church, the first to catch
the thought of salvation for the Gentiles, as
Gentiles, and the first in the noble army of
martyrs. His only remaining discourse, de-
livered without preparation and before enemies,
is a model of compactness of plan and of power,
and not without good reason is it the most fully
reported of any address in the New Testament,
save the Sermon on the Mount. Philip. A
few events of his history are given in the next
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chapter. Driven out of Jerusalem, he preached
in Samaria and along the sea-coast, until he
settled at Cesarea, where, long afterward his
former persecutor, Saul, met him as Paul the
apostle.  Nicolas, the proselyte, The
proselytes were people who had abandoned the
worship of idols and adopted the Jewish faith,
Those who simply accepted the Scriptures without
becoming Jews were called ““proselytes of the
Gate,” that is, outside the door of the temple ;
while those who had received cireumcision were
called ““ proselytes of righteousness,” To this
class Nicolas belonged, He was the first person
not of the race of Abraham admitted to the
Christian Church. Antiogh, A Syrian city
near the north-castern corner of the Medit r-
ranean Sea,

6. Set before the Apostles, For their
approval. ‘When they had Pmyed For
divine direction in the choice and for a blessing
upon the men chosen. 7. All work should be
sauctified by prayer. Laid their hands on

hem. A ceremony here mentioned for the
first time in the Christian history, though sug-
gested by the Old Testament. It was a symbol
of the endowment of one with the power poss-
essed by another by a divine influence,

7. Word of God increased. By the
rapid growth in the number of disciples ; as
a result of the healing of dissensions, a more
thorough administration and oversight, a better
division of labour, and a general spirit of work
for Christ. Disciples here means believers in
Jesus simply, not all of whom possessed a living
personal experience of salvation, or an enlarged
view of the Gospel, Company of the
priests. Various causes way be given for the
adhesion of the priests to the Gospel : (1) There
was a standing antagonism between the priests
and the scribes, and as the latter were opposed
to the Gospel, the former would be all the more
favourable. (2) The priests were very uumerous,
were poorly  supported, many were in deep

poverty, and oppressed by their rulers, the chief

riests, and would gladly welcome a change. (3)
’ll'he preaching of Stephen might have presented
what Paul afterward taught —the passing away
of the ritual and the institution of something
better,

8. Stephen. Peter sinks to the hm-kgmund,
and Stephen comes to the front. He was a
Grecian Jew, holding broad views, and proclaimed
the truth in a new light, as may be seen from
the charges preferred against him. No doubt he
struck the key-note of Gentile salvation, as ma

ascertained by close study of his speech

and its purpose. (See next cha oter.) Full of
faith 5

. ‘‘Grace” [Rev. Ver.] is the better
rendering. Power. The divine influence ac-
companying his ministry. Wonders and
mim{es Though appointed for a secular
work in the Church, he at once began to preach,
and the same results attended his labours as
those of the apostles,

0. Byna,go @. The place where the Jows
met for the reading of the word and worship,
but not for sacrifices. There were more than
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three hundred synagogues in Jerusalem ; Jews
of each nationality and of every shade of views
holding services apart. Libertines, Freed-
men.” Jews whose ancestors had been slaves,
taken in war, and afterward set freo, They
came mainly from Rome, Cyrenians. Jews
from Northirn Africa, Cilicia. The land of
the young Saul of Tarsus, who in this synagogue
doubtless met Stephen.  Agia. Not the con-
tinent, but Proconsular Asia, embracing the
three provinces of Mysia, Lydia, and Caria, on
the western end of Asia Minor,

10, 11. Not able to resist. He showed
the truth by the Scriptures, and with such
arguments and egprnestness that his antagonists
were silenced, 'he Spirit. Here, not na.
tural ability, but the divine influence accom.
panying his words. Suborned men, Hired
men to give false or perverted testimony,
Blasphemous words, Words intended to
pervert men from the worship of God and obedi-
ence tc the law, Against Moses. Against
the laws of Moses, 8. Persccution is ever the
resort of those who have no arguments,

12. Stirred up the people. Thus far
the opposition had come from the rulers ; now,
as the Gospe! for the Gentiles begins to appear
iu the teaching, all the pride and hatred of the
Jews toward other nations make them the
enemies of the new truih, Elders and the
soribes. The rulers and the masses joined
hands in common cause against the Gospel,
Came upon him. Sudden] y, While in the
act of teaching, Brought Lim to the
council. Without formal arrest, or delay for
investigation, he was dragged before the San.
hedrin in their session in the temple,

13,14 False witnesses. Fuls in their
spirit, and distorting his words, but not telling
absolute falschoods, This holy pla e. The
temple, Destror this place He had un-
doubtedly repeated Clhrist's prediction of the
destruction of the temple and the city, and may
have declared that the Gospel was not an instity.
tion dependent upon holy places, Change
the customs, Perhaps a perversion of a
statement that Christ hm‘ made an end of the
law and the minute regulations of the scribes.

15. All that sat. As they sat in a double
semicircle, with the accused man in the centre,
Saw his face. Thisis Paul’s reminiscence of
what Saul saw: a memory of a face that was
ever in his mind, The f'a.ce of an angel,
Lit up with a strange beauty, a joy of the heart
within shining upon the countenance. 9. Oftener
than many suppose, the inner character looks
out of the face, and stamps its impress on the
Personal appearance,

GOLDEN TEXT,

Seven men of honest report, full of the
Holy Ghost and wisdom, Acts 6,3,

OUTLANK,

L. The Seven, v. 1.7,
2. Stephen, v, 815,
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HOME READINGN,

M. The seven chosen, Acts 6. 1-15.

T'w. Bishops and deacons, 1 Tim. 3. 1-13.

W. Duversities of gifts, 1 Cor, 12, 1.13.

Th. The building of character, Eph. 4. 1.16,
F. The use of endowments. Matt, 25. 14-30,
N, Stephen’s address. Acts 7. 1-16.

8. Stephen's rebuke. Acts 7. 44-53

LESSON HYMNS.
No. 441, New Hymn Book. S. M.

A charge to keep I have,
A God to glorify,

A never-dying soul to save,
And fit it for the sky :

To serve the present age,
My calling to fulfil ;

O may it all my powers engage
To do my Master’s will !

Help me to watch and pray,

Andpon thyself rely ;

Assured, if T my trust betray,
I shall for ever die.

No. 778, New Hymn Book.

What a Friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear !

‘What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer !

O what peace we often forfeit,
O what needless pain we bear,

All because we do not cariy
Everything to God in prayer !

Are we weak and heavy-laden,
Cumbered with a load of care ?

Precious Saviour, still our refuge,
Take it to the Lord in prayer.

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee ?
Take it to the Lord in prayer ;

In his arms he'll take and shield thee,
Thou wilt find a solace there.

No. 774, New Hymn Book.

Take the name of Jesus with you,
Child of sorrow and of woe ;
It will joy and comfort give you ;
Take it, then, where'er you go.
Precious name, O how sweet !
Hope of earth and joy of heaven.

Take the name of Jesus ever,
As a shield from every snare ;

If temptations round you gather,
Breathe that holy name in prayer.

O the precious name of Jesus,
How it thrills our souls with joy,
When his loving arms receive us,
And his songs our tongues employ !

Time.—A.D, 85. There is some reason for
supposing that this lesson embraces a period of
two years, from 85 to 37 A.D.

Place.—Jerusalem,

Connecting Links. — 1. The advice of
Gamaliel. Acts 5. 33-39. 2. The release of the

88 & 7s.

8s & 7s.

apostles. ch 5. 40-42,

Explanations. — In those days— Perhaps
even a few years after the events of the last
lesson,  Multiplicd—While the Church was
growing rapidly. 4 murmuring—A complaint,
which might have risen to a quarrel. Grecians—
The Jews who were of foreign birth and language.
Hebrews—Jows native to Palestine,  Widows
were n glected--Being foreigners, were apt to be

assed over,  Daily ministration—The supply of
0od given, perhaps every day, by the Church.
Twelve—The apostles. Multitude of the disciples
—The great body of the Church. Not reason—
Not fitting or suitable. Leave the word—Stop
rrvm-hing in order to give alms. Serve tables—
3y doing the work for the poor. They felt that
their time should be given to God's work. Seven
men of honest report—Men who were known to be
good.  Wisdom—They would need wisdom for
this work of caring for the })oor and distributing
the Eiftu of the Church.  We will give ourselves
—The apostles would do nothing but pray und
preach. - They chose—Stephen and Philip are the
only ones of whom anything is known. Prose-
lyte——One born a Gentile who had become a Jew.
Laid their hands on them—S8etting them apart to
their office. Word of God increased—That is,
the number of those who believed in the Gospel.
Pricsts were obedient—Many Jewish priests be-
lieved in Jesus. Stephen .. . did great wonders
—By his faith he wrought miracles. 7he syna-
gogue—A place where Jews met to worship, but
not like the Temple, where sacrifice was offered.
Not able to resist—Stephen preached with such
power that none could answer him. Suborned
men—They persuaded or hired men to speak
falsely about him. Blasphemous wordt-“}:r:h
which would show contempt for the law of God.
Before the council—The body of men which ruled
the Jews. This holy place—The Temple, wnere
the council met.  7%e law—The law of God as
given by Moses. Destroy this place—Jesus had
said that the place would be destroyed on account
of the sins of its people. Change the customs—
The laws and usages given by Moses. Fuce of an
angel—Shining with glory given by the Lord.

QUESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY.

1. The Seven, v. 1.7. What trouble arose:
in the Church? Who were these two classes of

ople?! What was the cause of the trouble!
Whnt was this daily ministration? How was.
the muwimuring sto ? What spirit did the
apostles show ! ho chose the seven men !’

hat were they choser. for! What is said of
these men in the GoLvEN Texr! What was.
done with these men? What was the result to
the Church ¢

2. Stephen, v, 8.15. Who was Stephen,.
and what was his character ! What did he do "
How was Luke 21. 15 fulfilled in him? What
did his enemies say against him ' What did they
do, and for what purpose? What four ch
did they bri iust him ! How did this fulfil
Matt, 10. 17 hat had Jesus said in Magt.
24. 2, and John 4. 21! How was this a false
witness ‘rimt Stephent How did Stephen's
face look Y How did this show the- truth. of"
2Cor. 8. 181
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they bribe to aceuse him? Bad men, who were
liars,  What giq they expect t That Stephen
would be afraid, What (“ti they see ? His face,
like that of ay angel,

TEACHINGS OF THE 1,
Where does this lesson show—

1. How to prevent quarrely ?

2. How to work for hrist 7

3. How Christ's glory is shown by
ples ¢

ENSSON,

his disci- WORDS wirn LATTLE PROPLE,

Christ will choose you for his friend—g¢ ou
are prayerful and obedient, you are wiliing
to do his work before Yours. If you think of
others before gelf

The Lesson Oatechi-m.—(For the entire
school.) 1, For what work w,

ere the seven ap-
pointed ! To help the poor. i

and wisdom, 3 Wi, was the leader among the
Seven ! Stephen, 4, What did he do
the Gospel with Power, 5. What did pj
mies do?  Accused him to the council. 6, How
did his face appear before the council?  Like
that of an angel,

Docrrinay Svo(;zs'rmx.—Tbe organization of
the Church,

QUENT

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL oUTLINE,
The Christian Worker,
I. His Uprigyr CHARACTER,
Men of honest report, v, 3,

“ He must have a good report.” | Tim.

37
IL. His SPIRITUALITY,
Full of the Holy Ghost, v, 3

“ He shall baptize you with the Holy
Ghost,” Matt.*3, 1y,
IIL. His Farry,
Stephen, a man full of faith, v,
“Faith by the same Spirit,”
18,

1ONS FoR SENIOR NSTUD
1. The Seven. v. 1.7 Who are meant
by the “*Greciang " What grievance had they ¢
What ekcuse did the apostles urge? What pew
arrangements diq they propase for the churches
and what for themselves ¢ hat action e
taken by the Church ! What qualifieations dj
the seven deacons Possess ¢ [§
How were they ordained 1 W
this action
2, Stephen, v. 8.15.  Whepein lay the
reason of Stephen’s Success ! With what Opposi-
tion did he meet ? What baffleq his opponents 1
To what artifice did they resort ¢ V{’mt false
charge did they maket When had imi

ehlrﬁe been made against Jegyg ¢ How diq
8tephen receive the accusation #

PBAO’I‘IUAI.
What will result from
dutiess

ENTS,

1 Cor. 12,
IV. His EARNESTNESS,

Full of faith anq Power, great wonders, v.8,

“Fervent in SpIrit, serving the Lord.”
Rom, 12, 1y,

V. His INsiGut INTO TRUTH,
Not able to resigt...... wisdom......spirit,
1

e¢ GOLDEN Texy,
hat succesy followed

% 10,

% Knowledge of his will. . . . spiritual un-
derstanding." Col. 1. ¢

VI. His COURAGE.

His face Seevunnthe face of an angel. v, 3,

' Thé face strong against their faces.”
zek. 3. 8,

ADDITIONAY, PRACT)
The Requirementy for
Chure)

T.ACIIINGU.
undertnlu'ng too many

What should be the characterigticg of those
who fill the offices of the Church ¢
hat is o resistless Argument against fy]ge
aceusation

Where do we learn that 8y!
effort for Jegus blesses the Chy

AL LESSONS,
.lte Growth of the
.

I. The growth of the Church requires a
spirit of unity and mutya) conciliation on
the gart of the varied elements in the mem-
bership, v, 1, 2,

2, g‘he growth of the Church requires
that its secular and financia] interests be
hat complaing organized, directpd, and administered ag

carefully as jts Spiritual interests, V.23

Church re, uires

Positions should

stematic, earnest
rch t
QUESTIONN FOR YOUNGE.
Ivll“l.‘.ﬂ.
Did God rosper the work of the Apostles? The
number of EE“EVGHRNW daily, w, .
was now made ¢ t some of the
ﬁ:ctod What is meant by ““the Ministration p»
o

giving out of money and of food, What did
the apostles do ¢ Call

meeting of the be. | be upright, consecrated, and wise jn admin
]ievery. For what Purpose ! To chogge men to | istration, v, 3
flo this work, How Iany were chosep, 1 Seven, | The growth of the Church requires a
:;:55‘ v"’l;o,m T‘;:y ﬁ?fhﬁf.; L ‘:’h-t :dh'dm Niae ministry in fellowship with Gog and faith-
n 1 n i
rayer.  What wonderfy] thi:gpohn pened ? fulsly P e hing the word. v,

- The growth of the Church uires
St:;\:c';f‘::nh "p;::fl;";,';"“” i.‘:’h': that the lay-forces, as wel] as the mrie:m
was full of faith and th

ews, What | 7,8 £
provoked their anger y That Stephengwas wiser | 6. The growth of the Church js fostered
than ;h.{ hat did they do ith him? | by a broad ang liberal
rought

interpretation of
Im before the council, Whom did | truth, v, 8.14.

h

hi
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The growth of the Church is aided

‘ere
:f’e" when those who labour for the Gospel show

courage in dying for it. v. 15.

CATECHISM QUENTION,
ou 1. Do you know what you are ?
':# I know that I am a creature of God, for he
made me, both body and soul.
Thus said the Lord,—I have made the earth,
and created man upon it.—Isaiah 14, 11, 12,
Thou hast clothed me with skin and flesh, and
hast fenced me with bones and sinews.—dJob
10. 11,
i The Lord formeth the spirit of man within
him,—Zech. 12, 1.

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES,

i I wAS speaking last time of the pictures of
wonderful adventures generally found in per-
iodicals published for boys. No doubt such
pictures and the stories that accompany
them excite in the minds of many young
people a desire after the marvellous and
strange, and make the round of daily life
look dull in comparison with such thrilling
narratives. And even our Christian boys
and girls are apt to weary of

“The daily round, the common task,”

and to think they might do great things if
their lot were only cast in different scenes
and more stirring circumstances. Where is
there room for the exercise of faith, love,
zeal, devotion, courage, in the quiet and
almost unvarying routine of daily duty?
What opportunity has that boy in the store
or in the workshop, or that girl who has to
sweep the rooms or mind the baby, of serving
and glorifying God ?

Our lesson to-day supplies an answer. We
are ready to look upon those early days of
the Church in Jerusalem as very stirring and
very important ones. So they were. Among
the multitudes in Judea (not to speak of the
great world around) those few thousand fol
lowers of Jesus were but a handful. The
work before them was great, sufficient to
rouse all the energies of a noble spirit, and
more than sufficient to daunt any whose
trust was not in the divine power and pres-
ence of the risen Lord. They were wonderful
days truly. But human life was as common
and as needy a thing as ever, and there were
ordinary duties to be fulfilled, and ordinary
wants to be met, just as therearenow. And
the peace and love and unity of the early
Church were first threatened by a question
which concerned just these ordinary wants
and duties.

Whether the Hellenistic or “ Grecian”
widows had really been less cared for than
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the Hebrew widows we do not know. At
any rate it was supposed that they had. It
may be that the work of distribution to the
needy had been done hurriedly and without
due consideration—perhaps by some who
began to grudge giving their time to these
minor matters. Anyhow a jealousy arose,
which broke out into open murmuring, and
must have marred the testimony borne for
Christ by the Church as a whole.

So the affair came under the notice of the
apostles. Did they content themselves with
condemnation of the sin, and exhortation to
contentment and mutual forbearance? No,
the thing must be remedied, and men chosen
todoit. Did they then propose to put it
into the charge of those who were the least
gifted, as work that might be done by any
one?

Look at the direction. The assembly
were to choose seven men, not merely “of -
honest report,” but “ full of the. Holy Ghost
and of wisdom.” The work to be done was
not that to which the apostles had been
called. Theirs was the ministry of “the
word.”  This was the ministry of  tables.”
But for a man to perform it rightly in the
sight of God he must have the Spirit of God
like Joseph in Egypt, (Gen. 39. 2; 41. 38,5
and like Israel's workers of old. Exod. 36.
I, 2 And he must not only have that
blessed Spirit, hallowing his mind and sanc-
tifying his conduct, but he must have wisdom
by means of that Spirit, such wisdom as to
guide him in every step of this daily recur-
ring work, that it might be done fairly, lov-
ingly, and without causing offence. ’

these seven, all of whom would be par-
ticularly acceptable (as we gather from lﬁ:lr
Greek names) to the Grecian members of
the community, there are but two of whom
anything further is told us.  But their work
generally seems to have been attended with
blessing. They left the apostles free to
preach the word without interruption ; they
removed the discontent which had begun to
clog the spiritual life of the Church ; life and
growth, ion and consi y, (ver. 7,)
were promoted by means of their ministry.
Here was a work which, though it looked at
first sight ordinary ennugh, was worth
doing, and could not have been done but by
men who had the Spirit.

But to Stephen there sqon came yet
larger opportunities. His “faith and power ”
went beyond the ordinary duties of his call-
ing, de showed themselves in “ signs and
wonders.” Next he had to defend the doc-
trine of Christ and speak boldly for his Lord
against angry and cavilling opponents. And
then h‘,wu called, like the apostles them-
selves, To the bar of the council, to answer a
charge even more serious than the one
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|
a part in such work, and that there are many

things to be given which do not cost money,
such as love, kind words, cheerful help, etc.
Ask how many would like to be little dea-
cons, and serve God by serving the people
whom they meet ?

3. Print “ Stephen” on the board, and
tell that he was a wonderful man. Show
two cups, one much larger than the other,
and show that both may be full, and yet
one holds much more than the other, and is,
therefore, worth the most as a cup.  So all
the deacons were good men, ani full of the
Holy Ghost, yet Stephen was a larger man
in soul, and, therefore, could hold more love
and faith. Tell that he worked miracles,
and that this made the enemies of Jesus hate
him.  Tell that they brought him to trial,
and found men to tell lies about him, and
that when they looked at him they saw his
face shining like that of an angel. Teach
that a great faith is a great belief in God,
and this fills the heart with hope and joy,
which shines out in the face.

Blackbonrd.
BY J, B, PHIPPS, B8Q.

ITNESS

FOR
A

The Church is here represented as a col-
lection of separate pieces, bound together
by love and labour, that is, a spirit of love
for Christ and his people, and a spirit of
work that makes all willing to labour for the
Master in whatsoever capacity he or she

e e——

A. D, 37,
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may be called. There can be no unity in
the Church if any wrong spirit is kept
therein. It must be cast out and destroyed.
Our duty is to work and witness for Christ.

IF I WOULD }'))8 BIY I\IISSION ORK

I MUST ASTER'S YV ILL.

Lesson Word-Plctures.
O solemn hush attending that first ordina-

tion to the diaconate of the Church of Christ !
There are the seven to be set apart—how
many of them to death ! They stand before
the apostles, Peter, James, John, and the
others. We hear the voice of prayer, and
then the seven bow as the hands of conse-
cration are laid upon them. As we recall
ordination scenes that we have witnessed,
the look backward through the glass of
memory is extended far away till our vision
seems to reach this chapter in Acts, and we
stand amid the early Church, see the bend-
ing forms, and hear the consecrating prayers
at this first ordination. Upon Stephen is
set conspicuously the seal of the Holy Ghost,
to be seen ere long in his very face. He
disputed with “ certain of the synagogue ” of
| the Libertines and others. It was a hot dis-

pute. It may have been kindled in the

synagogue itself with its two divisions of
male and female worshippers, its seats of
honour for elders, doctors, and others, its
leader at his desk going before the people in
their prayers.
may have swept out to the street-corners,
the city gates, the temple-courts, burning
wherever Stephen and his opponents met.

The flame of controversy

They are embittered by his skill. They

make a bloodhound of 1ulers and people,
and set it springing upon him. He is
hustled before the Sanhedrin. Around him

is a gabbling mob of false witnesses and
their adherents, while it is a mob before him
though in high judicial positions—two mill-
stones waiting to turn and crush him. And
yet his face was “as it had been the face of
an angel.” Upon it was already falling the

everlasting light of that Presence before

whom he was quickly to be ushered.

March 18,

LESSON XI.—THE FIRST CHRISTIAN MARTYR.
Acts 7. 54-60.

85" 54 When they keard these things, they
were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him
with their teeth,

#@ 55 But he, being full of the Holy Ghost,
looked up steadfastly into heaven, and saw the
glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right
hand of God,

&4 56 And said, Behold, @ I see the heavens
opened, and the b Son of man standing on the

right hand of God.
n Matt. 3 16.——b Dan. 7. 18; Heb, 9. 24
#a@ 57 Then they cried out with a loud voice,

and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with
one accord,

&% 58 And ccast him out of the city, and d
stoned him : and ethe witnesses laid down their
clothes at a young man’s feet, whose name was

1

Saul.
¢ lm_n’, 18. 12.——d Lev, 24, 16.—e¢ Deut. 18. 9;
7

£ 59, And they stoned Stephen, calling upon
God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive fmy spirit.
f Pua. 81, 5.

&% 60 And he kneeled down, and cried with a
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loud voice, g Lord, lay not this in to thei

r | vinces, bug Wherever they go the word
charge,  Apg when le had gajy this, he 4 fe]] With them, ang the light quenched in Jerusam
asleep, or a time soop

o Matt. 5, 4,

4; Luke 6, 95 ; g3, 34.—A 1 Thess,

4. 13; Rev, 14, 13, :

1 And i 8au] wag consenting unto his death,
And at that time there was great persecution

ppears shining frop

I lew centreg
in other lands,

EXI'IANATOII' AND prg
Verse 54. When they. The Jewish
council or Sanhedpjy, before whiich Stephen wag
standing on tria), These things, "Both the
severe denuncigtj s fi

ACTICAL NOTES,

excepttheapostles,
¥ Chap. 7, 68, —j chap, 11. 19,
2 And devont men carried Stephen to hig the logical drift of the entj
buriui, ;::lmk;n:;lu great lamentation oyep him, the ﬁqg.rt. Literally, «
3 As for Saul, { he made havoe of the church, ;r,:l;)zl;gh'\\'itm;uf; nasg
3::':';:;5;;:3';;:3 t';:)"l:::eiom:r'ilm:i?]l"g 1 i im, Their faces showed thejr uncontrollable
1 Cor. 16, 9; Gal. ' 18; Puil g 8:1Tim. 1,15, | hate aud murderous dotermination,
4 Therefore 1, they that ‘were scattered abroaq 65, 56, Full of the Holy Ghost,
went everywhore Preaching the wopq, Contrast the scowling faces of the crowd anq the
" Matt, 10, 23, chap. 15,19 ; 1 Cor. 14, 31, ahining face of Stephen ; the Spirit of Satan in
GENERAY, STATEmENT, one, and the fullnegs of the Holy Spirit in the
Stephvn. with his radiant face, stands in the 3:5:-:; wn%?r?lfﬁg hll:\lr)t 3,‘%?353:“{& 5211:’
couneil hall, while before him gjt in array the with the outward eye, yet it wa]s none the lesg
seventy.two elders who are to Pass judgment Y ¥ y
upon him, The witne,

sses have presenteqd their | real. Sa.w the ?lory of God. The visible
testimony, falge i, 8pirit rather thap in w manifestation of ¢

ecause

The address of Stephen, his

oni recorded public utterance, g5 tmgmen_t, the hereafter, n of
. man, e gives hig dying testimony to the
truth of the (fog l messa, s that Jesus g the
Son of God ; nmﬁ:e uses tg: term which Jesug
had himse]f used, ““Son of man,” in reference to
his office ag mediator ; term which, g not again

48 to show that God's
plan wag larger than the limits of I’ules!ine,
embracing a]] the world ; that frop, the begin.
ning it had beey opposed by the unbelief ang

perverseness of g people, and that Jesus wag | Used by others jn Speaking of him,
the fulfilment of a line of diving indications, 57. They cried out,
is i the wrath of of the rulers, ‘and probably,

Both the couneil
al:wo, the rabble in

topped thejr 6ars. As if
refusing to listen to such blas

dphemy. Ran
upon him. This wag the wild act of 4 mob,
not the fulfilment of & sentence by o tribuna],
The formg of trial were not obser:
condemnation of
Roman Bovernor was pot at tha
city to enforce orde,
68. Cartshim out of the city. The
Jewish custom Was to execute death sentences
outside the wa]) of the city, The place of
Stephen’s death i
point near what ig now

Gate, on the north of the city
north of the temple are,

scowling faces, and
Shechinuh, and beside j¢ the form of his Saviour
Standing to weleope him, Wit}
beaming upon his sight, the
in spirig by the angry ¢ rong, who drag him un-
resisting without ¢

forms of

n a sufferer

mingling with,

en’s dying prayep for his ene-
of

the pentecosta]
0 his rest, while

ooks on in misguided satisfaction, "The erse-
i i urated is pursye with vigour,
i ror at the murder lay

Damascus
i and to a gate
8, leading into the valley
phat, called gy, Stephen’s Gate,
toned him. This wag a common form of
execution among the Jews, especially upon those
guilty of blnsphelny. All the dutnis}: of the
i in the law, and even
in the murder of Stephen
fully *observed,

Young Sau]

oody work, scattering

the assemblies of disciples, scourging the beljey. e h
Synagogue, dragging blameless [ who had given the testimony in chap. 6. 13, 14,
te women to prison, striving to [ ayq Were required to cagt the first stone upon
'Y name of Jesus, The dispersed | the condemned map, d down their
refuge in other cities nnse Pro- | clothes, Their loose outer Barments, whyeh

men and delica
root out the v

disciples find

O g
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would have encumbered them in their work.
At a young man's feet. He may have
been about thirty-five years old when he took
this active part in_the persecution. Whose
name was Saul. This was the first appear-
ance upon the scene of one who, next to the
Saviour, did more to establish the Gospel and
save the world than any other man in Listorr.
He was born at Tarsus, brought up in the study
of the law at Jerusalem, but was probably ab-
sent during the ministry and death of Jesus.
There is some reason to suppose that he had
known Barnabas before he became a disciple,
and had other friends in the Church. But he
was himself opposed to the new religion, and
strove to stifle his own convictions by persecut-
ing it. 4., See how Christ shows his power in
transforming his bitterest enemy into his great-
est apostle,

69. They stoned Stephen. Perhaps
showing by the repetition of the verb that the
stones were falling while the martyr was pray-
ing. Calling upon God. [Rev. Ver,
““calling upon the Lord.” Stephen, while full
of the divine Spirit, and privileged with a view
of the unseen, addresses Jesus as God, and calls
upon him as no saint or angel is addressed in
Scripture. Lord Jesus, receive my spi-
rit. He calls upon the Lord Jesus, as the
dying Jesus had called upon his Father (Luke
23. 46,) showing that he regarded Jesus as God.

60. He kneeled down. Dying not as
a malefactor but as a saint, in calmness, and as
if unconscious of the scene around him, Cried
with a loud voice. Which never ceased to
echo in the cars of at least one who heard it.
Lay not this sin to their charge.
Literally, *“ Weigh not against them this sin.”
The dying saint follows the example of his dy-
ing Saviour in a prayer for his enemies (Luke 23.
34,) showing at once a knowledge of the events
of Christ's death, and a recognition of himself
as dying in some sense like his Master, 5. Even
in death the thoughts of the saint are upon his
Saviour. 6. He who has lived like Christ will
have his spirit in death. He fell asleep.
The usual Christian expression for dying ; inrr'-
cating that his end was peaceful even though
stones were falling and angry voices were sound.-
ing around him,

1. Saul was consenting. Literally,
‘““was taking pleasure in.” Not a malignant,
frenzied pleasure ; but the satisfaction of one
who felt that he was doing his duty, however
unpleasant. At that time. [Rev. Ver.]
“'Fhere arose on that day.” The murder of
Stephen was the beginning of a period of trial
to the Church, for the thirst of the mob was
but excited by the blood of the first martyr,
They wereall scattered. Not that every
disciple was driven away, but the assemblies

* were broken up, some of the believers were

scourged and imprisoned, and many more were
driven out of the oity. It is not known that
any others besides Stephen were put to death.
Regions of Judea. In the villages of the
entire province, as the persecution was at first
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only local to the metropolis. And Samaria.
Now first mentioned in the history of the Chris-
tian Church. At first a refuge, it soon: became
the planting ground of a new Church. .Alread
the traditional enmity between Jew and Samari-
tan was being overcome by the Gospel. Hx-
cept the apostles. Itis a suggestive fact
that the twelve remained in the city. Perha
it was in obedience to their Lord’s command ;
perhaps because the persecution was directed
mainly against those who were in sympathy
with Stephen's advanced views concerning the
Gospel for the Gentiles, which the apostles had
not yet fully adopted.

2. Devout men. This is an expression
used not of Christians, but of Jews wlm were
faithful to their own religion. They thus
showed their admiration for his character, their
protest ugainst his tumultuous and illegal mur-
der, and the fact of a sccret sympathy with the
Gospel, toward which they stood as Nicodemus
and Joseph of Arimathea had stood toward
Christ. &a,rried Stephen, ete. ** Buried
Stephen,” [Rev. Ver.] Ordinarily one stoned
to death was buried without honour, or left dead
under a heap of stones. Made great lam-
entation. ‘‘A great beating,” (literally), as
the mourning was accompanied with beating on
the breast ; not a dignified Christian mourning,
with an undertone of peace. 7. Christ's people
sorrow not as do others, without hope,

3. Havoc of the Church. “Laid waste.”
[Rev. Ver.] An expression generally used of
wild beasts or hostile armies ravaging and de-
stroying. Hntering into every house.
Rather *“from house to house,” violating the
sanctities of home, not content with breaking
up the assemblies of believers. Haling.
An old word, akin to *‘hauling ;" meaning an
arrest by judicial authority, but made with vio-
lence. *omen. Thus, by his treatment of
women, showing unusual vehemence and bitter-
ness in his persecution. Committed them
to prison. Some were scourged in the open
synagogue ; some were threatened with death,
and some were induced to disown Christ. (See
Acts 22. 4, 19 ; 26. 9-11, and other references.)
Doubtless to many it seemed to forbode an end
of the Church and the ruin of the Gospel, yet it
was God's plan for its enlargement,

4. Therefore Because of this persecu-
tion, which was thus made to minister to the
success of the truth. Scattered abroad.
Though scattered they still clung to their faith
and their testimony. Went everywhere.
As yet in Palestine and Syria only. h-
ing. Not in set sermons, but in every form of
utterance. The word. A term, doubtless in
constant use in the early Church, meaning *! the
word of the Gospel of Christ.” 8. All that
enemies can do is to extend the sphere of the
Gospel. 9. See how God makes even his ene-
mies do his work !

GOLDEN TEXT,

Be thon falthful unto death, and I wHr
give thee a crown of life, Rev. 2, 10, 5
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OUTLINE, Mad; exceedingly angry, Fu;l of the H éy Gﬁod
54-56, — What a contrast between the face of Stephen
l: ::::I' :.?I"ﬂ:.-‘;..'v.v b7-60, and those of |,
Saul and the Church, v, 1.4,

is enemies ¢ Saw the glory of God
—The brightness which was the token of God’s
Presence. Jesys standing—The ascended Saviour,
rising to meet hig faithful discip]e, Son of Man
—A name which Was used only by Josyg himself,
Cried out—To ghow that they regarded his wordy
as blasphemoug and wicked, Stopped their ears—
As if unwilling to heap such words, p,

him —Turning from a council into g murderous
mob.  Cust him out—The Jewish custom required
that stoning to degyl, should take place outside

HOME READINGS,

M. The first Christian martyr, Acts7. 54-58, 4,
Tu, Warning of persecution,  John 15, 19.97.
W, Warning the persecutors, Matt, 23, 27-39,
Th. Parable of the vineyard, Luke 20. 9.18,

God's messengers slain, Hel,, 11. 3240,
8. Forgiveness for the persecutor, 1 Tim, 1,

12-20,

8. Endurance of persecution, Rey, 8111,

LE~soN HYMNS, 8. M
My soul, be on thy guard ;
Ten thousand foes arise ;
The hosts of sin are pressing hard
To draw thee from the skies,

O watch, and fight, and pray ;

The battle ne'er give o'er;
Renew it boldly every day,

And help divine implore,

Ne'er think the victory won,

or lay thine armour down ;
he work of faith will not be done,
Till thou obtain the crown,

No. 746, New Hymn Book.,

Onward, Christian soldiers, marching as to war,
king unto Jesus, who is gone before !

Christ, the Royal Master, leads against the foe ;
Y i is banners go.

soldiers, marching as to war,

king unto Jesus, who ig gone before |

" Like a mighty A4rmy, moves the Chupel of God ;
Brotbers, we are treading whepe the saints have

tiod's

were required to cqgt
their clothes—Thejy outer garments, that the‘y
might be free to do the work, 4 Young man’s
Jeet ~Who took care of them, Saul—Afterward
he became the apostle Payl, Calling upon God
—This should read, *“Calling upon the Lord,”
that is, Chrigt, Receive my g, irit. — He called
Upon Jesus ag Jogyg while dying haq called upon
his Father, Luke 23, 46, Kneeled
offer hig dying Pprayer,

help and sanction to jt, great persecution.—
The murder of Stephen led" to other acty of
violence, 4z Scatlered—The Chypely was broken
up and disciples driven away. Exeept the apostles
—~Who remaineq in obedience to Christ's com.
mand.  Deyoyy Men—This meang good men whe
were Jews, hut not Christiang,

! izing, dragging
away ; an old wopq for hauling, Everywhere

We are not divided, all one body we, cution only spread the
truth all the more widely,

One in hope and doctrine, ane ip charity,
Onward, Christian soldiers, ete,
No. 746, New Hymn Book.,

11s,
Crowns and thrones may perish, kingdoms rige
and wane,

Bat the Church of Jesus constant will remain 3
Gates of he]

an nover 'gaingt that Church
prevail ;
We have Christ's OWn promise,
fail,

QUESTIONS FOR Homg STUDY,

1. Jesus ang Btepben, v. 54-56, W]
was Stephen at thig time ! How diq the counei]
feel towarq him ¢ What made them angry at
him ? v, 51, 52, What diq Stephen see ? Where
was Jesus ! What did Stephen say to the coun.
cil ! What jg said of Jesus ip Heb, 1. 39

2. St?bon and Saul, v, 57-60.  What
Wwas the effect of Ste hen’s words on the eounci] ¢
What three things l}id the council do to Stephen?

10 were the witnesges 1 Acts 6, 13, 14,

which can neyer

Onwnrd, Christian soldiers, ete,

Onward, then, ye People, join onr happy throng ;
Blend with ourn'i'our voices in the trinmph song,
Glory, raise, an honour, men and angels sing,

g yin,
rollg;:"g.the countless ages, unto Christ the words were thege like ? Luke 23 34,46, W 4
Onw:rd, Christian soldiers, ete,

is said of Stephen’s end of d

8. 8aul anq the Church, 'y, 1-4. What

Time.—A.p, 37, seven years after the cruci.

fixion of Christ,

ace. —Jemnlem, and the land of Judea,
Connectin Link. — The address of

*Stephen, Acts 7, 1.53,

xplu.nations.—rlmc things—The words
-of Stephen in verses 51, 52, Cut ¢ the heart—

V
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TEACHINGS OF THE LESSON.
Where in this lesson may we learn—
1 How a Christian should suffer wrong ?
2. How a Christian should meet death ?
3. How Christ's cause may be helped by per-
eecution ?

The Lesson Catechism.—(For the entire
#chool.) 1. What did Stephen see as he looked
up to heaven ! Jesus on t{le right hand of God.
2. What did the council do when they heard his
words? They stoned him. 3. For what was
the last prayer of Stephen? For forgiveness to
his enemies. 4. Who took part in the murder
of Stephen? A young man named Saul. 5.
What did Saul do afterward? He persecuted the
Church.

DoctriNAL SveGEsTION.—The exaltation of
Jesus,

QUESTIONN FOR SENIOR NTUDENTN,

1. Jesus and Stephen, v. 64-56. Why
were the council angered at Stephen's sermon.
What gave esrrcial power to Stephen in his trial ¢
What especial privilege was granted him ¢ What
was his testimony in regard to this? What
similar vision did a prophet see

2. Stephen and Saul, v. 57-60. How
did the council vent their ra‘e upon Stephen?
For what offence did the Mosaic law make this
punishment a penalty ! Lev. 24. 16. Who were
the real blasphemers? What part did Saul take
in this service?. What words of faith and hope
did Stephen utter? In what did he imitate the
dying Saviour? To what is his death compared ?

8. 8aul and the Church, v. 1-4. How
did Saul regard the death of Stephen? What
treatment did the disciples receive? What tri-
bute was paid to Stephen’s memory? What
part did Saul take in the persecution ¢

PRACTICAL TEACHINGN,

Where do we learn—

That heaven may open to the dying Christian ?

That dying testimonies may lose their force
with sinful men !

That blind zeal may lead men into cruelty and
orime ¢ 1 2

That the Gospel is spread through the peril
and distress of J:: Church ?

QUESTIONS FOR YVOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

How did Stephen answer his false accusers?
Boldly, and without fear. What did he call
them? Murderers of Jesus. Did this make
them sorry ! It made them very angry. What
vision did Su[;hrn see ! Jesusstanding at God’s
right band. What did it mean to Stephen?
That Christ was ready to welcome him, hat
happened to Stephen when he spoke of his vi-
sion ! He was cast out of the city. What sin
did the witnesses commit ! They stoned him to
death. How did Su{l‘}ien die? He fell asleep,
like a little child. What was his last prayer?

ho en-
Saul, of

That his enemies might be forgiven,
couraged the murder of Stephen !

Tarsus. What was he at thistime? An enemy
of Jesus. What else did Saul do? He perse-
cuted all who believed in Jesus. What did this
lead the disciples to do? To go abroad preach-
ing Jesus, &'hnt, then, did Saul's hatred ac-
complish ? It helped to spread the truth. What
is waiting for all who gnve and obey Jesus?
Eternal life with him. [Repeat GoLpEN TEXT.]

WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLE.

What true faith gives—Peace of heart in out-
ward storms, Eyes that see Jesus at the right
hand of God. A spirit of real love for enemies,
A willingness to die rather than deny Jesus.

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,
The Martyr and the Persecutor,

I. THE MARTYR SPIRIT.
1. Courage. “Heard these things.” v. 54.
“ Be strong in the Lord.” Eph. 6. 10.
2. Insight. “Saw the glory of God.”

V. §5.
“Ye shall see heaven open.” John 1. 51.
3. Faith. “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”

V. §59.
“ A man full of faith.” Acts 6. 5.
4. Forgiveness. “Lay not this sin to
their charge.” v. 6o.
“Pray for them which....persecute
you.” Matt. 5. 44.
II. THE PERSECUTING SPIRIT.
1. Hatred. “ Gnashed on him.” v. 54.
“They gaped upon me with their
mouths,” Psa. 22, 13.
2. Violence. “Ran upon him with one
accord.” v. §7.
“Their feet are swift to shed blood.”
Rom. 3. 15.
3. Murder. “ They stoned Stephen.”

V. 59.

‘“Some of you shall they ....put to
death.,” Luke 21. 16.

4. Cruelty. “Haling men and women.”

V. 3
“Punished them oft in every synagogue.”
Acts 26, 10,

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,
The Dying Saint.

1. The dying saint’s countenance shines
with the consciousness of the Spirit’s in-
dwelling presence within him.

2. The dying saint enjoys the manifesta-
tions of the Spirit, and a special insight into
heaven. v. 55.

3 The dying saint enjoys the communion
of his spirit with his Saviour, whom he be-
holds ready to welcome him. v 5.

4. The dying saint gives a joyous and
glorious testimony of his fellowship with
God. v. 56.

5. The dying saint looks to Jesus as his
Lord, and intrusts his soul to his care. v. 59.
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a likeness to
his last utterances, and the spirit
of Christ is praying for his enemies, v, 6o,

7. The dying saint Passes away in peace,
and falls asleep in the arms of his Savioyr,
v. 6o.

8. The death of the saint, though mourned
by men, is Precious in the sight of God, v, 2,

e
lY\’l'B('Illﬂ:'l QUENTION,
2. What is Your body ¢
My body is this outward frame,
3. What is your soul p

My soul is that Within me which thinks and
knows, wishes and desires, rejoices and is sorry—
which my body eannot do,

There is a Spirit in map ; and the inspiration
of the Almighty giveth them understanding, —
Job 32, 8,

Who teacheth ug more than the heasts of the
earth, and maketh yg wiser than the fowls of
heaven.-lob. 35. 10, 11,

o —
ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES,

TH@ word “marpyy » is so connected in
our minds with suffering, and is so often
faultily used o designate a mere sufferer,

formerly oc-
Rev, 17, 6, Stephen is
now simply calleq the witness,” (Acts 22,
20,) an Antipas, “my faithful witness,”

. The word “martyr,” however
will always mean, first and chiefest, one who

their lives for the Master they serve, al| may
learn something from the history of this first
“martyr,”
Let us ask four questions,
I. To what diq Stephen bear witness ?
(2) 70 unseen things. He testified, like
the apostles, of « Jesus of Nazareth,” who
had been crucified—testified of him as liy-
ing, and ruling, and working—ag the Lord,
aving power to order his Church, power to
Power to save,

THE SUNDAY SOHOOL BANNER,
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souls of his servants into glory. This is the
witness needed in the world, * We al) know
something of thethings round about us here,
of worldly work and wages, demand and
supply, profit and loss, pain angd rleasure.
But these things are temporal, |t s the
unseen things that are eternal. 2, Cor, 4.18.
At death we must part with the things seen.
Men, and women, and children want some
one who will tell them of the unseen, eterna]
things,

() 7o things of which he kimself had ex-
Derience, Hearsay is of little use when we
come to things unseen, The question is,
Do I know something of Him whom none

Has He revealed himself to my
Has He saved me, blessed me ? If

witness of Him, But not other-
Geographers at home
the interior of Africa as they Supposed it to
e.  But their witness wag

borne by Stephen ?

There will be but one answer to this, |y
was not his eloquent speech, nor his con.
vincing arguments, [t wag not even the
signs and wonders done through his instru-
mentality, What js j¢ that arrests our
attention as we read his story i
“angel face” i opposed to the
frowns of his enemies. It js the calmness
with which he met their fury, |y is the
steadfast look up to heaven, which wag
rewarded with that wondrous sight of the
Lord in glory. It is the confident “ [ ,orq
Jesus, receive my spirit.” It is the p
offered up with his latest breath for those
who had murdered him.  In a1 this there
Was no learning, no talent, no skill, no
imellect; i

be borne but by the ower of the Spirit,
Stephen “being fyl] otP
looked up steadfastly into heaven,”

Many who will never be called to actual
martyrdom may bear this witness,
suit the home, the school, the workroom,
the crowded street, or the chamber of suffer-

of a musical instrument, but the Sweetness
and fullness of jis tone,
skill of the maker,

3- How was the witness of
ceived? With opposition,
tion, with anger, with fury,

Stephen re-
with contradic.
with stopping of
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the ears (ver. 57,) with a cruel death. And
all this was followed by a hot persecution of
other witnesses. Does this look discourag-
ing? It is just what our Lord had foretold.
“ When the Comforter is come....ye also
shall bear witness. . ..they shall put you out
of the synagogues,” etc.  John 15, 26, 27 ;
16. 1, 2. The world is slow to accept testi-
mony, even on earthly matters. It has
calumniated and persecuted those who saw
further than their fellows into the mysteries
of science, such as Roger Bacon, Galileo,
and others. Shall we wonder if it rises up
against a testimony to unseen things which
brings all its own reckonings to nothing—if
Christian meekness, patience, and forgive-
ness are branded by it as weakness, coward-
ice, folly ? Rather beware of a supposed
witness-bearing which calls forth no oppo-
sition,

4. What was the fruit of Stephen’s wit-
ness ? First, The dispersion, by persecution,
of believers, and the preaching of the word.
Second, The career of the great apostle of
the Gentiles. Third, The voice which
proceeds from that death-scene, sounding
out to all ages an echo of the Lord’s words,
“ Be thou faithful unto death, and I will
give thee a crown of life.” If a believer will
witness truly and faithfully for Christ, Christ
will take care of the fruit. It will come in
his own good time. A brave English officer
half a century ago refused to pay homage to
some idolatrous form of Hindu worship.
For this he was dismissed from the service !
But his witness bore fruit. The wicked
custom that demanded the payment of such
homage by our soldiers in India was from
that time laid aside. The world needs more
martyrs of this sort, And Christ will own
them when he shall come “in the glory of
his Father with the holy angels.”

BEREAN METHODS.

Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the
Class.

Begin with the picture of the scene : Coun-
cil with angry faces in a double semicircle,
sitting ; Stephen standing with face of an
angel ; Saul in the crowd looking on. ... The
purpose of Stephen’s speech. (See General
Statement.)....The facts of the lesson......
The place of Stephen’s martyrdom ; Jraw
map and show traditional localities. . . . Show
to the class the picture of Damascus Gate in
Lesson Commentary....The method of
stoning amongst the Jews....A second
word-picture, the scene at the stoning—
Stephen ; crowd ; witnesses ; Saul ; above,
the opened heavens....The spirit of Ste-
phen as here shown—what traits?....The
Spirit of the slayers....The spirit of

young Paul : 1. Energy ; 2. Leadership; 3.
Perverted conscience ; 4. Determination
.+..The third word-picture: the Church
after Stephen’s death—slaughter, scattering,
etc.....What blessings of persecution are
here shown?. ...ILLUSTRATIONS. Instances
of martyrs in the Bible —Zechariah. 2 Chron.
24. 20-22; James the apostle. Acts 12....
Instances of persecution— Jezebel, Manas-
seh, Herod, etc. ...In the Tower of London
may be seen instruments of torture used in
the ages of persecution. . .. Accounts of mar-
tyrs in the Reformation— Ridley, Latimer,
Cranmer, etc....Hymn No. 231, Methodist
Hymnal, is the one sung by Jerome of
Prague at the stake....Persecution is the
wind which scatters the seed of the word,
and gives it space for greater growth.

References. FOSTER’S ILLUSTRATIONS.
Vers. 55-60 ; Poetical, 4018, 4019. Ver. 56:
Prose, 1718, Ver. 58 : Prose, 4398. Ver.
59 : Prose, 10,133, 11,827. Ver 60: Po-
etical, 3741 ; Prose, 1350. Ver. 2: Prose,
7803, 10440. Ver. 4: Prose,9160....FREE-
MAN : Ver. 55 : Testimony given standing,
661. Vers. 55, 56: Post of honour, 686.
Ver. 58: The outer garments, 205. Ver.
58 : Executions outside the gate, 727.

Blackbenrd,
BY J. B. PHIPPS, BEQ.

FOR

A,
\wr\‘.j,( yHRISTiAN
‘\'7 ‘ Dr‘:,nn

HIM

Draw the crown with yellow crayon, the
name of Stephen in red. The words “he
died for” and “died for him” should be of
one colour. The letters forming the name
of Christ will look best made with white
crayon shaded with blue; all the other words
and letters should be one colour.

Another blackboard design, and one for-
merly published in the BANNER, is a cross,
and above it a crown. The word “ here” is
written before the cross, and the word
“there ” before the crown.

Primary and Intermediate,
BY M, V. M,

LESSON THOUGHT. “ He that loses his
life shall find it.”
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INTRODUCTORY, Tell that we have a
lesson to-day about a man who lost his Jife
for Christ’s sake. Recall the trial.  Who
Wwas the chief of the deacons? Before whom
was he brought for trial?  What kind of
works had be been doing ?  Who was killed
before Stephen for doing good works? Tel
that Stephen spoke bold, trye words to his
judges. " He told them that they had mur-
dered the Son of God, which makes them

Ask children if they want self or Christ to
be most to them,

Lesson Word-l‘lcl-rn.

The high-priest was there that memorable
day in the Sanhedrin to put the question to
the accused, “ Are thege things s0?”  Sye.
phen looks UP to answer. He gees the
seventy judges sitting ina semi-circle, digni-
fied, stern, forbidding. The president is in
the middle of this stony arch, Stephen sees

THE HApPpPY MARTYR,

Tell what it is to bea
nlr:myv, explaining a little
about the martyrdoms in

SN SAke the early Church. Recall

Stephen’s shining face,

and ask what made it

shine.  Show that the
shine comes through the

A globe of a lamp becayse

a light is burning inside, and read from Acts

- 5, “ Step en, a ma; h,”etc, The

that charge against the Lord’s betrayers and
murderers, What a change in that dignified
row of judges ! They now have the faces of
beasts halting before a spring from the
doors of their cages ! Onealmost hears the
"gnashing ” of their teeth.  And then to
comfort him, O marvellous vision of his
faith, that opening heaven, that glory of God,

very right hand of God, the Lord Jesus
hrist, not sitting, but standing as ‘if to

h Ty heart, | succour his persecuted servant and to re-
} and will jf e let hi Stephen | ceive him 1"« Blasphemy | blasphemy 1 »
| looked whep men 8ing against him, | is the derisive cry we hear welcoming ‘the

and what he Saw there. Te|] upon whom he
called when they were stoning him, anq his
not himself.  Agl

! what this shows, and ‘teach that self-love
thinks firgs of self, and that the only happy

People are thoge whose hearts are large

enough to Joye and bless even those who do

them harp, Make vivid word-picture of

the _scene—Stephen, calm, angelic, happy ;

the Judges with rage and hate in thejr faces,

€re was the rage and hate besides in
their faces ?

THE UN. HAPPY JUDGES.

Talk about the Sanhedrin, and who com-
Pposed it, They had plenty of money and
power, but they had not love, Stephen had
no money or worldly Power, but he had love.
Make a Pair of scales on the board, and let
children te] which will weigh the heavier,
OVe or power, Talk about happiness and
unhappinen, and by questions and examples
lead (l‘:e thhe thought that only love and truth

story oftha.t manifestation, Stopping th_eir

1s murderers run toward him, hurling those
sharp, merciless Stones. Itijs only a hideous
Catapult—at work on every side, letting fly
those missiles of death, Stephen falls,
rises, falls—his [ace still toward the sky as

i
and what he gained. The Jjudges of Stephen | he commends his spirit to Christ, He gets
saved the life of their bodies, but what did | upon his knees once more and his voice is
they lose ? Show that we try to save life | heard for the last time as he breathes out a
when we seek our own pleasure and way, | prayer of forgiveness, His murderers’ re.
and that we giy., up life—the self-life, when | sponse is another shower of stones on that
We deny self and seek the truth and love, scarred, bleeding face, but he heeds them no
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more than do dead leaves the rain beating
them down. He has fallen asleep in his

Lord. His body stirs not beneath the stones |

piled upon him. His murderers scatter, but
people come in groups to look at the dark
heaps. Loving hands come also that gently
lift the stones and bear the body away to an

honoured burial. Dark days for the Church
now ! Saul is conspicuous in its persecution,
like a whirlwind driving men and women
before him into prison. Does not the plead-
ing face of the martyred Stephen sometimes
haunt him ?  Will not the dying prayer for
the murderers touch Saul’s heart ?

P cm——"

First Quarterly Review—March 25.

HOME READINGS,
M. lessonl. Actsl 1.14,
. Lessons II. 111, Acts 2, 1-16; 37-47.
. Lessons IV, V. Acts 3, 1-11; 12-21,
. Lessons VI VII. Acts 6, 1-14; 18-31.
F. Lesson VIII. Acts5. 1-11.
S. Lesson 1X. Acts 5. 17-32.
8. Lessons X, XI. Acts 6. 1.15; 7. 54-60 ;
8. 1-4.

To THE ScnoLAR.—[1. Read over the lessons
of the quarter carefully, as they are given in the
Home dings, a part each day. 2. As you
read each lesson, see how the questions upon it,
given below, are answered. 8. Learn the Title
and Golden Text of each lesson. 4. Review all

our work on Saturday, and once more on
Eumhy.]
QUESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY.

Lesson I.—Tne AscexpiNe Lorp.—[Acts 1.
1-14.] How long was Jesus seen after his resur-
rection { By whom was he seen ! What did he

romise? Give an account of his ascension !

What is the Golden Text? Where does this les-
son tell us that we should be witnesses for Jesus ?

Lesson II.—THE DESCENDING SpPIriT,—[Acts
2. 1-16.] When did the Spirit descend ! Upon
whom? Where were the disciples ? What was
its effect upon them ! [Golden Text.] How did
they speak ¢ How does this lesson show that we
shiould pray for the Holy Spirit ?

Lesson III.—TuE BELIEVING PEOPLE.—[Acts
2. 37-47.] Whose address led them to believe ¢
What did Peter tell them to do? How many were
added to the Church ! How did they show their
faithfulness afterward? How does this show
that we should receive the word!? [Golden
Text.]

Lesson IV.—Tue HeALING PowER.—[Acts 3,
1-11.] Where was the healing power shown?
Upon whom ! Whose words caused the healing t

at followed the healing? What is the
Golden Text?! How does this show that we
should praise God for his bleuin%:!

Lesson V.—Tue PriNce or LiFe.—[Acts 8
12-21.] Who sKoke of Jesus h{' this name?
Where and to whom did he s t What did
he say that thay had done to Jesus? What did
he urge them to do? What is the Golden Text ?
Where does this lesson teach us that we may
have our sins blotted out !

Lesson VI.—NoNe OTHER NAME.—[Acts. 4.
1-14.]  Who came upon the apostlest What
did they do to them t What did they ask them ?
How did Peter answer them? What did Peter
say about the name of Jesus? [Golden Text.]

h whom does this lesson teach us that we
should seek to be saved !

| 18:31.] Who showed courage ?

Lesson VIIL—CuRISTIAN CoURAGE.—[Acts 4,
Before whom
did they show it? What did they say? What
did they do when set free? How was the Spirit's
presence shown ? Repeat the Golden Text. How
may we show our courage !

Lesson  VIIL—ANANIAS AND SAPPHIRA.—
[Acts 5. 1-11.] Who were they? What did
they do? What was their crime? How was it
discovered t How was it punished? What is
the Golden Text? What should we always
speak ?

Lesson IX, —PERsECUTION RENEWED, —[Acts,
5. 17.32.] By whom was it renewed? What
was done to the apostles? How were they set
free? What did the officers find? Where and
how did they bring the apostles? What did
they say ? [Golden Text.] Whom does this
lesson teach us to obey ?

Lesson X.—THE SEVEN CHOSEN.—[Acts 6,
1-15.] Why were they chosen ! For what were
they chosen ! What was their character? [Golden
Text.] Who was the greatest among them?
What did hedo? What was doneto him? How
did his face look? How does this lesson teach
us to be helpful in God’s cause ?

Lesson X1 —THe Finst CHRISTIAN MARTYR.
—[Acts 7. 54-60 and 8. 1.4.] Who was he?
What was his vision ? What were his prayers ¢
Who helped in his murder? What then came
upon the Church? What is the Golden Text?
For whom does this lesson teach us to pray ?

REVIEW SCHEME FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

I. Repeat the TiTLEs and GoLpex Tex7s for
the first quarter,

II. State the DocTRINAL SuGeEsTIONS, and
show their relation to each lesson,

II1. Show in the lessons the risE and pRro-
GRESS OF THE CHRIXTIAN CHURCH among the
Jews :

Lesson 1. Waiting for the Spirit.
Lesson 2. Receiving the Spirit,
Lesson 3. Power through the Spirit.
Lesson 4. Healing by the name.
Lesson 5. Proclaiming the name,
Lesson 6. Defending the name
Lesson 7. Suffering for the name
Lesson 8. Purified from falsehood.
Lesson 9. Loyalty to duty.
Lesson 10. Helping the needy.
Lesson 11. Dying for the truth.

IV. 8how how the lessons present the follow-
ing PracricAL Duries :

Lesson I. Preparation for work,
Lesson 2. United prayer,
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Lesson 8, Rej ntance, Lesson 9.—How diq the rulers try to stop the
Lesson 4. He; Ping the helpless, work of the apostles? By putting them in
Lesson 5, Courageous Witnessing, ison. How did God show his care for them t

6

7

8

Lesson 6, Confessing Christ, 'y sending angels to free them,
Lesson Prayer in trouble,

Lesson 8, Truthfulness, : Leuon. 10.—What 8ood man did great works

Lesson 9. Cleaving to the right. in Jesus' name ¢ Stephen,  What did the

Lesson 10. Pruviding for needy believers, rulers and Jews try todot To make him afraid

Lesson 11, Forgiveness of injuries, to speak about Jesus, How did they succeed ?
He obeyed God rather than men,

SPECIAL QuARTERLY Snuvml-:.—'l‘opic: The | _Lesson ll.—HowdidSt»].»hen suffer for Christ 1
Family, 1, The divine institution of the family, | The angry Jews stoned him to death, What
2. The importince of religion in the family, | should we b willing to give for Jesus? Qur

he
8. The relation of the family to the Church, lives, if need be,

REVIEW SCHEME FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS, Blackboard,

See if you can repeat the GoLbEN Texrs for BY J. 8. PHIPPS, msg,
the quarter,

1. And when— 7. If God—

2. And they were— § Lying lips—
3. Then they that— g, We ought—
4. Then shall the— 10 Seven men—
5. In Him— 11. Be thou—
6. Neither—

REVIEW QUESTIONS,

Lesson 1,—-Who Wrote this book we are
studying ! Luke, Who was Luket A physi.
cian who believed in Jesus, What promise did :
Jesus leave to his disciples ! To send the Holy D"‘: the arch in wh
Spirit upon them. Where did he bid them wait | 8ssembles,
for1t? "In Jerusalem,

Lesson 2. —When diq God fulfil his promise ?
On the day of Pentecost, What
John's was fulfilled ¢ Matt. 3. 2, To what did
the Holy Ghost inspire them ? To preach to all
the people about Jesns,

Lesson 3 —How many believed under Peter's : - 133
preaching I Three thousand, How did they " O utpouring Spirit,
show their faith ¢ They were baptized in the . WU nited Christians,
name of Jesus. How diq they worship God. . IR iches of grace,
Daily in the temple together, . 88 acrificed, saving One,

- A saving name,
. 'V aliant apostles,
- X niquity Ppunished,
Lesson 5.—What did Peter beg the eople to b O b.edle.nco 8 duty,
do? To repent, and be converted, \%mt did 10. 0 nity in the Chaurch,

he promise ! That God would blot out their 11,
sins,

F " Underneath the arch a heart nay }, d
Lesson 6.—Why did the rulers imprison the nay be drawn,
apostles ! For preaching about Je-f-. What [ ©F the names of the three mouths may be placed.
Were they unwilling to geet The power of i
hoig! e
J°;:' i ';“’:v';"’:‘:'d P e IESNONS FOR APRIL, 1nvg,
sson 7, — Al 1 e rulers for e
disciples to do ? Preach about Josus, Dig 1 Arare & Simon the o erer, Acts 8, 14.25
apostles obey them ! No, they kept on preaching | o b1 g P and the Opian. Acts
boldly, and'without fear. AruiL 16, Saul's Conversion, Acts 9, 1.15,
Lesson 8, Who tried to deceive the apostles? |  Apmiy, 22, Sau] Preaching Christ, Acts 9,
Ananias and Sapphira. How did God punish | 19.31, [32-48,
8.

them? With in-tant death. Rev. 21, 8, APRIL 29, Peter Working Miracles, Acts 9.

“ IR eceive my spirit,”
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Review Service for First Quarter.
BY REV. J. L. HURLBUT.

LEADER, Where are the lessons of the past
quarter found !

SonooL. In the first eight chapters of the
Acts of the Apostles.

LEADER. V\,)l‘:lt is the subject of this book ?

Scnoor. The Acts of the Apostles tells us the
early history of the Christian Church, from the
ascension of Christ to the imprisonment of Paul
in Rome.

LeAbER. Who wrote this book !

ScHooL. The evangelist Luke, the beloved
ph[uicinn and friend of the Apostle Paul.

EADER. How long a period of time is em-

braced in the lessons of this quarter ! »

ScuooL. Perhaps seven zeurs. from the found-
ing of the Church to the death of its first
martyr, Stephen.

LEADER. In what place did most of the events
of these lessons take place !

Scroor. In the city of Jerusalem.

. SivorNo. S8.M.
I love thy kingdom, Lord,
The house of thine abode,
The Church our blest Redeemer saved
With his own precious blood.

1 love thy Church, O God !
Her walls before thee stand,

Dear as the apple of thine eye,
And graven on thy hand.

LeADER. Let us now repeat the Golden Texts,
and notice some of the principal facts of the
lessons. The first lesson—The Ascending Lord.

Teacuers, And when he had spoken these
things, while they beheld, he was taken up.

Scroor. We see the risen Saviour appearing
through forty days to his disciples, instructing
them in his kingdom and its laws, and finally
ascending to hie throne in heaven, leaving the

romise of his coming. The disciples meet
n the upper room, with unceasing prayer for
the promised Holy Spirit.

Leapgr. The second lesson—The Descending
Spirit.

p’l‘ucuns. And they were all filled with the
Holy Ghost.

Scmoor. The day of Pentecost comes, the
Spirit of God falls upon the company of dis-
ciples, and Peter preaches the first discourse

the new Gospel to the assembled multitude,

LeAper. The third lesson—The Believing
People.

Teacuers, Then they that gladly received
his word were baptized.

Scroor. Under the word of the Apostle Peter
three thousand souls are won, and unite to form
the Church of Christ, whose members show love
for u:h other, faithfulness to their Lord, and

wth in grace.
'“i.nnn. The fourth lesson—The Healing
Power.

TrAcHERS. Then shall the lame man leap as

s hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing.

- —,___

Scuoor. Peter and John while entering the
temple to worship, meet a lame man at the
Beautiful Gate. At the apostle’s word he is
healed, and leaping and praising God, is seen by
all the people, who are thus prepared to hear
with eagerness the preaching of the Gospel.

Leapgr. The bfth lesson—The Prince of Life.

TeAcHERS. In him was life, and the life was
the light of men,

8cHooL. Peter preaches in Solomon's Porch to
the throng gathered around the healed cripple.
He proclaims Jesus, crucified by men, but raised
from the dead, as the worker of the miracle and
the Saviour of the world, and he exhorts the
people to repentance and faith in Christ.

LeADER, The sixth lesson—None Other Name.

TeacHERS, Neither is there salvation in any
other, for there is none other name under heaven
given among men, whereby we must be saved.

Scuoor. The address of Peter is interrupted
by the officers of the temple, who seize the two
apostles, and put them under guard for the
mght. The next day they are brought before
the council, and, in the presence of the rulers
who crucified Jesus, Peter proclaims him the
Christ of God, the King of lsrael, and the only
Saviour of men.

LeApkr. The seventh lesson — Christian
Courage.

Teacuers. If God be for us, who can be
against us?

Scroor. The rulers forbid the apostles to teach
the Gospel of Jesus, or even to speak his name
in public. But Peter and John declare that
they will obey God rather than men, and the
threatenings of the council do not move them.
They are set free, and with the Church rejoice in
God their helper.

Leaper. The eighth lesson — Ananias and
Sapphira.

: 1 :Aculns. Lying lips are abomination to the
Lord.

Scroor. In the comlnny of believers are a
guilty couple who seek to gain honour for
generous giving while deceiving the Church of
God by withholding a part of their offering.
Their crime is uvuleﬁ by the Holy Spirit
through Peter, and they both fall dead as its
penalty, hringin% warning to the Church and
fear upon the world.

Leapgr. The ninth lesson—Persecution Re-
newed,

TeacHERs. We ought to obey God rather than
men,

Scroor. Once more the apostles are seized and
imprisoned. But at night God's angel opens the
door and sets them free. They are again brought
before the council, again rebuked for preaching
Jesus, and again declare that He wgom they
have crucified is the Prince and Saviour, to give
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.

LEADER. The tenth lesson—The Seven Chosen.

TeAcHERS. Seven men of honest report, full
of *he Holy Ghost and wisdom.
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ScrooL. In the rapid growth of the Chureh
rties are formed and discontent arises over the
istribution of gifts to the poor. The gathering
storm is averted by the wisdom of the apostles,
Seven men are chosen to take charge of the
ifts, and one of them, Stephen, soon mes a
ﬁmder, with broad views and mi hty words,
He is seized by enemies, and stands before the
council with face glowing from the indwelling
presence of the Spirit.
LEADER. The eleventh lesson—The First
Christian Martyr.
TeAcHERS, Be thou faithful unto death, and
I will give thee a crown of life,
ScHooL. Stephen, the earnest preacher, falls
as the first martyr, offerin, prayers for his
enemics and commendin, ﬁil spirit to his
Saviour. A young man, Saul of Tarsus, holds
the garments of Stephen’s slayers, and leads in
a bitter persocution, dispersing the Church of
Jerusalem through all the and ; but while
scattering the Church, sending the seed of the
Gospel all the more widely,

SiNciNG, 8, 7.

Know, my soul, thy full salvation :
Rise o'er sin, and fear, and care $
Joy to find in every station
omething still to do or bear,
Think what Spirit dwells within thee ;
What a Father's smile is thine ;
What a Saviour died to win thee ;
Child of heaven, shouldst thou repine !

[4 class of siz scholars come Jorward.]

LrADER. Let us now listen to some of the
promises found in the lessons of the quarter.

FIrsT ScHOLAR. This same Jesus, wkich is
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in
like manner as 'ye have seen him go into heaven,

SECOND ScHOLAR. Ye shall receive power,
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon {:u.

THIRD ScHOLAR. Repent and ptizod
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive
the gift of the Holy Ghost.

Fourtit ScuorAr. The times of anlhinﬁ
shall come from the presence of the Lord, an
he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was
preached unto you.

Frerr ScnoLar. Him hath God exalted with
his right hand to be a rn’nce and a Saviour, for
to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of
sins,

Sixte Scmorar. Behold | see the h

(4 class of eleven scholars come Jorward. )

LEADER. Let us now see what these lessons
teach us by way of an pl

First ScHOLAR., From the waiting Church in
the upper room we learn our rivilege of prayer
with God for the fultilment of his Ppromises,

SECOND SCHOLAR, From the descending Spirit
on the Day of Pentecost we learn that we may
enjoy the Holy Ghost's presence in our hearts,
and his power upon our words,

Tuirv ScroLAR.  From the believing people
we learn our duty to unite with the Church of
Christ, and to tind our highest joy in the gather-
ings of his people,

FOURTH SCHOLAR., In the cripple at the
Beautitul Gate we see our condition as sinners,
anl our privilege to be saved from the power of
sin and made strong and glad by faith iu Christ,

Fiern ScmoLakr. In Solomon's Porch we
learn that we should seek every opportunity to
exalt the name of Jesus as the Redeemer trom
sin, and the hope of the world,

SIXTH SCHOLAR. Peter and John before the
council show us that we should be bold in our
testimony to Christ, even in presence of his
enemies,

SEVENTH ScHOLAR. From the conduct of
the apostles when th d and p d, we
learn that we should be steadfast in following
Christ, and rejoice when we are compelled to
suffer in his cause,

Etouti ScHoLAR. 1In the fate of Ananias and
Sapphira we see how high is the standard to
which Christ’s people are held, and we rejoice
with trembling as we remember to what faithful-
ness and sincerity we are called.

NINTH BCHOLAR. As we see the prison doors
pening before the disciples, we see our rivilege
to enjoy the ministration of God's angels, while
we are in the way of duty.

TENTH SCHOLAR. in the shining face of
Stephen before the council we see how that the
grace of God and the presence of the Spirit within
the heart causes the auty of the Lord to beam
from the face.

ELevENTH SeHorAR. In Stephen's dyin,
vision we learn that he who has given us strengt
to live and labour in his cause will welcome us
into glory when we pass through the waters of
death,

AL  Now unto him that is able to kee you
from falling and to present you faultless before
the presence of his glory with exceedin Joy, to
the only wise God our Saviour, be gqory and

A i

opened, and the Son of man standing on the
right hand of God.

SiNcING, 7s.

jesty, ion and power, both now and
ever. Amen,

SiNeiNe. 8. M.

Him though highest heaven receives,
8till he loves the earth he leaves ;
Though returning to his throne,
8till he calls mankind his own,
Saviour, parted from our i, ht,
High above your azure haiét.

Grant our hearts may thither rise,

O watch, and ﬁaht, and pray ;
he battle ne'er give o'er ;
Renew it boldly every day,
And help divine implore,

Ne'er think the victory won,
Nor lay thine armour down :
The work of faith will not be done,

Folluwing thee beyond the skies,

Till thou obtain the crown,

od

P

th
an
of
el

N

L]

E



CANON FARRAR'S NEW WORK,

THE EARLY DAYS OF CHRISTIANITY,

AUTHOR'S EDITION,
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edition. No abridgement whatever. Piinted from the English plates,
CONTAINING NEARLY 700 PAGES.

Paper Covers, 40c. net; post paid 45¢. Cloth, '76¢c. net; post-paid, 8le.

** It describes the deeply interesting events of the early days of the Christian Church, and
the state of politics and society in which the Church grew up. An account is given of the lives
and writings of the three pillar Apostles, St. Peter, St James, and St John, with an explanation
of their epistles and of the Apocalypse. The social and po itical conditions of the Roman Emypire,
and the relation of the Church with it, are treated with Canon Farrar's well-known learning and
eloquence.”

** One of the.most learned and ingenious, yet candid works ever written in comment upon the
New Testament."—Good Literature.

Library Edition.
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Fine Edition.
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Also, by the same Author:
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than those in the previous volume, and they are consequently fewer in number, A large part are
here printed for the first time, and the rest is almost exclusively from fugitive sources, very few of
the Outlines having appeared in book-form.

Price: Crown Svo, cloth, 3300 pages, $1.50

ALSO ON HAND, VOL. L,
Three Hundred Outlines of Sermons on the New Testament.
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Toronto Selected Libraries, Nos. 1 and 2.

All these Books are selected from the * Winnowed Lists,” and put up in a Hundred Volumes Ex
in each Library, uniform in binding, and enclosed in a neat wooden case. Owing to the very

large purchase which we have made of these valuable Libraries, we are now enabled to offer
them at the low price of $25.00 each, net to

Sabbath-schools, These are decidedly the best Th
Libraries that cax

1 be obtained in this country for the money. Sold only in sets at these prices,

Toronto 8. 8. Library, No. 5,

One Hundred Volumes for $25.00 net.  Put up in a neat wocden case.

Economical 8. 8. Library—« A » -

50 Large Volumes, 16mo., bound in extra cloth, in uniform style, and put up in a neat wooden U
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60 Volumes, 16mo., well printed on tinted paper, bound in excra cloth, in uniform style, put
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with each set, Sold only in sets, Price §7.50 net. Price of the same books separately, §12.,80,
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strawboard in the covers, and put in a
averaging nearly 250
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clear, strong paper, bound in best cloth, with no
nice chestnut case, 12,329 ]mf;es, fully illustrated,
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| “THE STORY OF MY LIFE" | ™
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LATE DR. RYE RSON,
THE
EDITED BY
| REV. 8. 8. NELLES, LLD., REV. JOHN POTTS, D.D,, EAST
| AND
[ . ) EAST
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. . ; , 86. 0 Ri
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and 7 wood engravings,
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| introduce this valuable work to every family in Canada Agents’ first reports are 67, 30, 25, 17,
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{
|
“T have no hesitation in saying that the work entitled, *The Story of my Life,” being 16 Eas
memorials of the character and career of the late Dy, Ryerson, cannot fail to. be both intun'sling NE
and profitable. The period embraced in his public labours includes the rineipal changes in the
history of our country, Feclesiastical, Educational, and Political, The m{iling of the work by Dr,
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Every family should possess a copy.” Rev. WiLLiam Scorr,
Address, for Circulars and Terms,

: REV. WILLIAM BRIGGS,
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78 & 80 King Street East, TORONTO,
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‘ “A LIBRARY IN ITSELF.” AUTHOR'S NEW [ s
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the whole family.—S, S, Herald, in various editions, ha: a‘:n‘;enl
G.&C. MERRIAM & C0., Pub'rs Springfield, Mass, OHARLES FOSTER, 118 h
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Bound in Limp Cloth, 10cts, per cop

$1 per dozen ; § per hundred,
|

““T have examined with great thoroughness the 0 VINION ITY LN A L, recently published
by the Rev. W, Burces, and have no hesitation in declaring that, in my Judgment, it iy by far
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