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THE DEBATES

OF THE

SENATE OF CANADA

IN THE

THIRD SESSION OF THE SEVENTH PARLIAMENT OF CANADA, APPOINTED TO
MEET FOR DESPATCH OF BUSINESS ON THURSDAY, THE TWENTY-
SIXTH DAY OF JANUARY, IN THE FIFTY-SIXTH YEAR OF
THE REIGN OF

THE SENATE.
Ottawa, Thursday, January 26th, 1895.

, Tue SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.30
oclock, -

Prayers.

NEW SENATORS.

The following newly appointed senators
were introduced, and having taken the oath
Prescribed by law, and signed the roll, took
their seats .

Hon. Mackenzie Bowell.

Hon. Auguste Réal Angers
Hon. John Ferguson. i

Hon. Alphonse Desjardins.
Hon. Thomas A, Bgmier.

Hon. {ohn Nesbitt Kirchhoffer.
Hon. Clarence Primrose.

The House was adjourned during pleasure.
After some time the' House was resumed.

THE SPEECH FROM THE THRONE.

¥ His Excellency the Right Honourable Sir
"edel‘mk. Arthur Stanley, Baron Stanley of
Preston, in the County of Lancaster, in the
eerage of the United Kingdom, Knight
Grand Cross of the Most Honourable Order
ﬂof.the Bath, Governor-General of Canada,
being seated in the Chair on the Throne.
y The Honourable the Speaker commanded
1e Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod to
Proceed to the House of Commons and
zcguamt that House,—« It is His Excellen-
ix}: ihlilseﬁzzze.t’},ley attend him immediately
Who being come with their Speaker,
His Excellency the Governor-General was

then pleased to o i
. pen the Session by a gra-
cious Speech to both Houses. e

HER MAJESTY QUEEN VICTORIA

Honourahble Gentlemen of the Senate :
Glentlemen of the House of Commons :

In meeting you at the commencement of another
session of Parliament, it affords me pleasure to con-
gratulate you on the continued progress which the
history of the past year unfolds with regard to
Canada.

The increase in trade, as illustrated by the ex-
ports and imports during the period for which the
official returns have been prepared, has been most
gratifying, and that increase has continued down to
the present time, with promise that the volume of
trade during the current year will exceed that of
any year in the history of the Dominion.

The revenues of the country have likewise pro-
vided for all the services for which Parliament has
made appropriation, and the operation of the
Government railways has been less burdensome, as
regards the difference between income and expen-
diture, than has been the case for a long term of
years previously.

In Manitoba and the North-west Territories the
increase in immigration has been decidedly encour-
aging, both as regards the number of persons who
have come from other countries and as regards the
number of homestead entries made by settlers of
all nationalities.

Measures have been taken to carry into effect
the agreements arrived at with the United States
on the subjects of the boundary of Alaska, the boun-
dary line in Passamaquoddy Bay, and the preven-
tion of destructive methods of fishing, and the pre-
servation and increase of fish life. With regard to
weciprocity in wrecking and towing, a correspond-
ence has taken place whichindicates that privileges
are demanded tor United States vessels in Canadian
canals, which were not anticipated, but it is not
impossible that a satisfactory conclusion of the
discussion may yet be reached.

During the recess a friendly conference took place
between delegates from my GGovernment and from
the Government of Newfoundland on the questions
which were pending between the two countries.
It is hoped and expected that the interchange of
views which then took place will be productive of
beneficial results and lead to an amicable adjust-
ment of those questions.



The Statutes of 1887 relative to a Department of
Trade and Commerce and to the office of Solicitor-
General having been brought into force, the
appointments were made which were contemplated
by these Acts.

It is to be regretted that the Government of the
United States were unable to accept the suggestions
made by my Government on the subject of canal
tolls, and that the President should have thought
it necessary to impose exceptional tolls on Cana-
dians using the Sault Sainte-Marie Canal, which
has so long been free to the people of both countries.
My Government, while ready to consider in a
friendly spirit any proposals which may be made
by the Government of the United States, have
caused efforts to be made to hasten the completion
of the Canadian canal works, which will sooa
afford to the commerce of the Dowminion a highway
within our own country.

Measures will be laid before you for the improve-
ment of the Franchise Aect, for the amendment
of the laws relating to the Civil Service, and the
superannuation of civil servants, for regulating the
admission of evidence in causes and matters under
the control of the Parliament of Canada, for ex-
tending the system of voting by ballot to the North-
west Territories, and for simplifying the laws rela-
ting to lands and land transfers in the Territories.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

The Public Accounts of the past year and the
Estimates for the ensuing year will be laid before
you without delay, and [ trust it will be seen that
ample provision may be made for the public service
witl;mut increasing taxation.

Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the House of Comitions :
I have every confidence that all these matters
will receive your best attention and that your
deliberations will keep in view, above all other

considerations, the welfare and stability. of the
country.

His Excellency the Governor-General was
pleased to retire, and the House of Commons
withdrew.

BILL INTRODUCED.

Bill (A) “ An Act relating to Railways.”
(Mr. Bowell.) .

THE ADDRESS. .

MOTION.

The SPEAKER reported His Excellency’s
Speech from the Throne, and the same was
read by the Clerk.

Hon. Mr. BOWELL moved that the
Speech be taken into consideration on Mon-
day next.-

The motion was agreed to.

4 The Speech [SENATE] from the Throne.

THE COMMITTEE ON PRIVILEGES.
} MOTION.
Hon. Mr. BOWELL moved—

That all the members present during this session
be appointed a committee to consider the Orders
anfl Customs of this House and Privileges of Parlia-
ment, and that the said committee have leave to
meet in this House, when and as often as they
please.

The motion was agreed to.

The Senate adjourned at 4 p.m.

THE SENATE.
Ottarwa, Monday, January 30th, 189.3.

Tue SPEAKER took the Chair at three
o'clock.

Prayers and routine proceedings.

THE LATE SENATORS GIRARD,
GRANT AND STEVENS.

Hon. Mr. BOWELL-—Before the Orders
of the Day are called, it has been suggested,
and T think very properly, that reference
should be made to those members of the
Senate who have passed away since last ses-
sion. I can only express my very deep
regret that the first duty I have to perform
in this House should be to give expression
not only to my own feelings but what I be-
lieve to be the feelings of every member of
the Senate who has had the pleasure of ac-
quaintance with the late hon. gentlemen,
Messrs. Girard, Stevens and Grant. Per-
sonally, I have had more intimate acquain-
tance with the first-named gentleman. Ever
since he was appointed to the Senate, T have
had constant intercourse with him and T al-
ways found that the representative from
Manitoba had but one object ip view, and -
that was the lending and exercising of his
ability and talent, whatever they may have
been, in the interests of his country and
more particulary in those of Manitoba,
where he had lived for years. The other hon.
gentlemen are better known to you, with
whom they were associated for many years,
than to me, but knowing them casually, and
from the position that they held in the
country and in the particular localities in
which they lived, I am justified, I am sure,
in saying that all regret their death and that
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the Senate has lost in them, as well as in
the person of Mr. Girard, not only amiable
COmpanions but men whose great desire was
to see this Dominion prosperous. I shall not
enlarge upon this painful question, and T can
only repeat that it is with very great sorrow
and regret I feel that it has devolved upon
Ine, on my first appearance in this House, to

81ve expression to my own feelings, and as I

believe, the feelings of all who had the

honour and pleasure of knowing these gen-
tlemen.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—I cordially unite in
the expression of deep regret to which we
have listened, and appreciation of the char-
acters of the gentlemen who are no longer
members of this Chamber, who were with us

ast year and are now removed to another
sphere,

Intimately connected with all matters apper-
taining to the North-west. He had been
& resident of that country from an early
Period, since Confederation, and he invari-
ably took a deep interest in all that con-
cerned Manitoba and the North-west. The

other two gentlemen, Mr. Stevens and Mr.
Grant, we

wh
oh

wi

O Were not obtrusive, who did not often
trude their opinjons hefore this House, but
V10se judgment was always regarded as
:ﬁ\md and useful on the committees on which

ey served. Mpr. Stevens had a long and
Pbractical knowledge of banking, having been
ltr.’tlmately connected with banking institu-
llolns‘ He was a-man of particularly well
>alanced and intelligent mind, especially in
watters connected with finance. Mr. Grant,
unfortunately, for many years suffered from
eafness and was not able, therefore, to join,
as he otherwise might have done, in the
deliberations of this Chamber, being unable
to hear at times what was going on. He
Wi;n% @ man always respected, however, and
who earned the esteem of members of the
enate with whom he came in contact. I
am sure we all join sincerely in expressing

deep regret at ‘the deaths of these gentle-
men.

to Hon. Mr. PRIMROSE—I shall ask you
at t:l‘ With me for just one moment while
Jate £ ™pt to pay my humble tribute to my
Port riend fmd predecessor, the Hon. Robert
I (k €rson Grant, of Pictou. Iknew him long,
new him intimately, I knew him in

ohere.  Senator Girard, as the hon. leader !
of this House very properly observed, was |

re men of sterling character, men |

business relations and I knew him in social
relations, and, as I said to his widow, on
paying my farewell visit to her, when leaving
my native town, I wish here publicly, on the
floor of the Senate Chamber of the Dom-
inion, to state that if, when my own record
is done, if when to me the supreme hour
comes, I shall have retained in the same
measure as my late hon. friend and prede-
cessor did, the confidence, respect and esteem
of all who knew him and the love of those
who knew him best, I shall rest perfectly
satisfied. This much I deem it my simple
duty to say in regard to my late friend.

|
|

|

Hon. Mr. BERNIER (in French)—As
the successor of the late Mr. Girard in this
House, I feel it my duty, as it is my privilege,
to say a few words on this subject. I am
pleased to hear of the esteem in which he
was held in this House. -Our late friend
took a deep interest in everything that was
calculated to benefit the Dominion and espe-
cially Manitoba and the North-west Territo-
ries. I thank the hon. leader of the Senate
for hiskind references to my honoured prede-
cessor in this House.

THE ADDRESS.
MOTION.
Hon. Mr. FERGUSON moved : .

That the following Address be presented to His
| Excellency the Governor-General, to offer the
respectful thanks of this House to His Excellency
for the gracious Speech he has been pleased to
make to %oth Houses of Parliument, namely :—

{

To His Exceirescy the Right Honourable Sir

FREDERICK ARTHUR STANLEY, Baron Stanley of
, Preston, in the County of Laucaster, in the
i Peerage of the United Kingdom, Knight Grand
i Crbss of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath,
i Governor-General of Canada.

! .
i May 17 PLEASE YoUR EXCELLENCY :(—

. We, Her Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects,
the Senate of Canada in Parliament assembled,
humbly thank Your Excellency for your gracious
Speech at the opening of this session.

We rejoice that Your Excellency, in meeting us
at the commencement of another session of Parlia-
ment, has the pleasure of congratulating us on the
continued progress which the history of the past
year unfolds with regard to Canada.

We are glad ta learn from Your Excellency that
the increase in trade, as illustrated by the exports
and imports during the period for which the official
returns have been prepared, has been most grati-
fying, and has continued down to the present time,
with promise that the volume of trade during the
current year will exceed that of any year in the
history of the Dominion.
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It affords us much pleasure to hear that the reve- E Your Excellency may have every confidence that
nues of the country have likewise providedfor allthe ' all these matters will receive our best attention
services for which Parliament has made appropria- . and that our deliberations will keep in view, above
tion, and that the operation of the (Government i all other considerations, the welfare and stability

railways has been less burdensome, as regards the
difference between income and expenditure, than
has been the case for a long term of years pre-
viously.

We are also gratified to hear that in Manitoba
and the North-west Territories the increase in
immigration has been decidedly encouraging, both
asregards the number of persons who havecomefrom
other countries and as regards the number of
homestead entries made hy settlers of all nation-
alities.

We thank Youtr Excellency for informing us that
measures have been taken to carry into effect the
agreements arrived at with the United States on
the subjects of the boundary of Alaska, the boun-
dary line in Passamaquoddy Bay, and the preven-
tion of destructive methods of fishing and the pre-
servation and increase of fish life. We are glad to
be informed further, with regard to reciprocity in
wrecking und fowing, that though a correspondence
has taken place which indicates that privileges
are demanded for United States vessels in Canadian
Canals, which were not anticipated, it is not impos-
sible that a satisfactory conclusion of the discussion
may yet be reached.

We hear with great interest the announcement
that during the recess a friendly conference took
place between delegates from Your Excellency’s
Government and from the Government of New-
foundland, on the questions which were pendiu%
between the two countries, and that it is hoped
and expected that the interchange of views which
then took place will be productive of beneficial
results an { lead to an amicable adjustment of those
questiong. !

We thank Your Excellency for the information
that the Statutes of 1887 relative to a Department
of Trade and Commerce and to the office of Soli-
citor General having been brought into force, the
appointments were made which were contemplated
by these Acts.

We respectfully concur in Your Excellency's
regret that the Government of the United States
~ were unable to accept the suggestions made by
your Government on the subject of canal tolls, and
that the President should have thought it neces-
sary to impose exceptional tolls on Canadians using
the Sault Sainte Marie Canal, which has so long
been free to the people of both countries We hear
with satisfaction that Your Excellency’s Govern-
ment, while ready to consider in a friendly, spirit
any proposals which may be made by the Govern-
ment of the United States, have caused efforts to
be made to hasten the completion of the Canadian
canal works, which will soon afford to the commerce
of the Dominion a highway within our own country.

We respectfully thank Your Excellency for
informing us that measures will be laid before us
for the improvement of the Franchise Act, for the

amendment of the laws relating to the Civil Service |
and the superannuation of civil servants, for regu- |

_of the conntry.
|

{
| He said : In rising to move the Address

in reply to the gracious speech of His Ex-
cellency to both Houses of Parliament, I am
sensible of and profoundly grateful for the
high compliment that has been paid me. I
do not, however, suppose that I have been
chosen for this honourable duty, because of
any special fitness that I possess, but because
it is the time-honoured and courteous custom
of this honourable House to grant the
favour to one of its new members, and
while I am not altogether inexperienced in
parliamentary life, T could have heartily
wished that this mantle had fallen upon other
shoulders. I assure hon. gentlemen that I
approach this task with a great deal of hesi-
tancy, diffidence and trepidation, knowing
that T am addressing hon. gentlemen here
who have a wide range of knowledge and ex-
perience in all the avenues, not only of politi-
cal but of agricultural, professional and com-
mercial life, T therefore crave at your hands
' that kind indulgence, that generous consider-
ation which it is your custom to grant to
beginners. T may be permitted to say here,
that T thoroughly appreciate and very highly
prize the great honour that has been con-
ferred upon me by His Excellency in Coun-
cil in granting me a seat in this honourable
House, and I hope that the appointment will
ibe as satisfactory to the country as it is
|pleasant and grateful to me. I can
rassure you that the highest ambition
of my life in this new sphere will be to con-
{duct myself in such a way as not only to
| give satisfaction to the country, but to merit
|the respect, good-will and personal friend-
|ship of every member of this honourable
i House. Therefore, I repeat, I highly honour,
; prize and appreciate the privilege of sitting
| amongst hon. gentlemen of distinction such

{as this House holds. Before I proceed to

.the Address proper, may I be permitted to
|say to you that if report be true, and we
“hope that it is not true, we shall lose from
lamongst us in the near future that distin-

guished nobleman who has so wisely, pru-

lating the admission of evidence in causes and |dently and acceptably presided over us for

g‘mtu‘a}rs ;mder thed contrgl of the Parliament of  the last five years as the representative of

anada, for extending the system of votitg by | . :

ballot to the North-west '{‘erritories, and fo)x"fH?r, Ma.]esty the Quegn. I thmk'I am
i voicing not only the feelings and sentiments

simplifying the laws relating to lands and land ! .
transfers in the Territories, | of this House but the feelings and sentiments
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of this country, when I say that he will‘
Carry with him the high esteem and affec-
tlonate regard and best wishes of the people
of this whole country. We would ask His
Excelleney, on his return home, to convey
to Her Majesty the Queen this message :
Tha:t, the people of Canada to-day are her
dutiful and loyal subjects, notwithstanding
the groanings and croakings of pessimists
Who are among us. They are few in number
1t is true, but few in number often, like the
crickets under the fern, make a bigger noise
f'han the thousands of cattle that roam
its ﬁe!d in peace and quietness. Notwith-
standing the remarks of a few pessimists
We are, to-day, her dutiful and loyal
subjects, and we have reason to suspect,
and many do suspect, that these croakers
are under the baneful influence of designing

Persons having their abode in a foreign
country.

Now, the principal feature of the Address
which

I have to move to-day is that para-
%l?ph Wwhich deals with the prosperity of
allls :Ountry - T'am glad to say that we, with
thom?'l”;:’ismeSS, not only agree with, but
countrg 1y endorse the statement that the
are i SZ lal:ecll)msperous:' I grant you there
individuals ﬁaseS, In localities, amongst
but as o w’hwl O are not exactly prosperous,
and if '(l’e thxs. country is prosperous,
I 'lly ou will permit me for a few moments,

th _adduce the evidence in order to
ﬁs ablish the position that His Excellency
mfd taken in the speech that he has
e You know that prosperity is a
comparative word after all; if we are

as " welltodo as  our neighbours, or
g‘:reaps a little better off, we are consi-

prosperous.
have absolute wealth, absolute comfort,
absolute everything in order to be prosperous.
Ve must use the word in a comparative
Sense, and in this sense I propose to use it
gg@aﬁ - Why, hon. gentlemen, if we are to
c J;ll. ged from the stand-point of the credit
Oh this country every doubt that may rest in
the minds of hon. gentlemen present is dis-
gl‘sed.‘ The most sensitive test that can
h abI;Phed to the prosperity of any country
Now }imy individual, is that of credit.
the on. gentlemen take our credit in
and m‘;lney markets of the world to-day
that, Wf ere does it stand ? As high as
thot O any nation under the sun of a

usand years of age, or perhaps older !

It is not necessary to|

Why, hon. gentlemen, not only is our

credit high, not only is the interest we have
to pay low, but our securities are largely
sought after by the investors of the world.
This, I say, is the most sensitive test that can
be applied, and by this alone we are assured
that the progressive wealth and prosperity
of this country is beyond all disputation and
cavil. I will grant you that we are not to-
day individually piling up the large fortunes
that are being amassed by the people to the
south of us. The wealth of this country
is equally distributed. The great differ-
ences between extremes of wealth and
poverty are not to be found in this country.
In this, the greatest proof of our prosperity
exists. In order to establish the position
that His Excellency has taken, if you
will bear with me for a little while, T will
give you a few percentages. I am
quoting now from the records of the
country, and those records are open to the
public. We find the aggregate trade of this
country from 1869 to 1873 increased 66 per
cent. We find, and I point this out not for
a political purpose, but for the purpose of
showing you the sensitiveness of the test—
it is as sensitive as a barometer or a ther-
mometer that hangs on the wall--that from
1873 to 1879 the aggregate trade of this
country dropped off 41 per cent. From 1879
to 1882 that trade again revived and
increased 32 per cent. The increase of the
total trade of this country from 1869 to
1892 is 70 per cent. Now, everybody will
acknowledge that we had a great depression
in this country from 1873 to 1879. I do not
say that it was because any political party was
in power. But so sensitive is commerce
that during that depression the aggre-
gate trade of this country dropped of 41 per
cent. As soon as trade revived, it again
increased in 13 years 52 per cent. Now
let me take another test: it is stated by
Edward Atkins, the greatest living American
statistician, and perhaps the best authority
we "have on this continent, that the
progressive wealth of a country can be bet-
ter measured by the volume of fire insurance
than any other method. What amount do
we find at risk at different periods { In 1869
it was $180,359,809. We find that it in-
creased upto 1876, when it reached $454,608,-
000. Now, thesensitivenessof thistestisagain
illustrated. During the period of adversity
in this country it fell off to $407,000,000—
a loss of 47 millions. We find that in 1891
it rose by leaps and bounds until the amount



of insurance had reached the enormous sum
of 760 millions of dollars. The increase of
the amount as risk of fire insurance from
1869 to the present day is 300 per cent.
Measured by this acknowledged sensitive
test—the most sensitive that can be found of
the condition of a country the prosperity of
Canada ismarked. From'1881 to 1892,in ten
years, thistestapplied tothe progressive wealth
of this country showed an increase of 64 per
cent, while the populationonly increased 12 per
cent. Now let me apply another test : that
of life insurance. The great Mulhall,
who is perhaps the greatest statistician that
the world knows and one of the greatest
financiers, states that no better test of the
prosperity of a country can be found than
the volume of life insurance. In 1869 we
had only $35,680,000 in life insurance in
this country. 1In 1874 it had increased to
#85,716,325. Now, the sensitiveness of this
test is again apparent; and I ask you to
observe it. In 1878 the life insurance of
this country dropped oft to $84,751,937. In
1890 it rose up to $248,424,576; and in
1891 to the enormous amount of $261,500,-
000. According to this the onward pro-
gress of this country showed no less than
630 per cent of an increase. The increase
from 1879 was no less than 190 per cent,
andfrom 1881 to 1891 nolessthan 182 percent.
The late Lord Derby, one of thegreatest finan-
ciers England has ever seen, stated that na-
tional prosperity and progressive wealth is
shown by the consumption of tea, coffee and
sugar, perhaps better than by any other
standards.

Now,let us apply this test of national pros-
perity, taking periods of two and three years.
From 1871 to 1873 the average consumption
of coffee in this country was 1,970,000 lbs.
From 1874 to 1879 the sensitiveness of this
test was again displayed. The average con-
sumption dropped to 1,734,000 lbs. From
1890 to 1892 it rose to 3,298,000 lbs., an in-
crease of 91 per cent. The consumption of
tea increased 22 per cent from 1879. The
combined consumption of tea, coffee and
sugar in 1879 was 15,360,320 lbs. In 1892
it had risen to 25,541,000 lbs., an increase
of 70 per cent. Now, I am satisfied that
applying these tests of national prosperity,
which are acknowledged to be the most sensi-
tive and accurate that can be found to ascer-
tain the progressive wealth. of the country,
they will confirm the truthfulness of the sta-
tement madeby His Excellency to thishonour-
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able body and to the Lower House ; and for
this reason I use it, I have not done it for the
purpose of political effect, but when His
Excellency, the representative of the Queen,
makes a statement to Parliament I con-
ceive it to be my duty to confirm that
statement so far as it can be legitimately
and properly done by the records before us.
We have this prosperity in Canada with-
out the appalling, hopeless and degrading
poverty so prevalent in the country south of
us. This appears to be a startling state-
ment, but it is nevertheless true. I point |
you to the Arena of December, pages
49 to 55, on the authority of Mr. McCul-
lough, one of the best authorities in the
United States on such subjects, to show that
the neighbouring country is not the El-
dorado that it has been painted by some
of our people. In the city of New York
alone, there were no less than 29,720 evie-
tions last year, and 148,000 people homeless,
naked and starving on the streets of New
York, while within a few blocks lived twelve
individuals whose aggregate wealth amount-
ed to no less than 800 millions of dollars. He
states that 200 wealthy people in the same
locality control the vast sum of 3,000 mil-
lions of dollars, while under their eyes starv-
ing thousands are to be found. I point this
out to show that after all the United States
is not the country that many conceive it to
be. We find that the arrests in the city of
New York in one year ending September
lagt, amounted to no less than 88152, of
which number 24,350 were females. No such
degrading poverty is to be found in any
other civilized country in the world as is
found in the city of New York. T state this
on the authority of Mr. McCullough, who
lives there and is a close observer. What is
true of New York is true of other cities in
the United States. I know that it is so of
Buffalo and Chicago and other centres of
Ipopulation.  These vast fortunes in the
i United States to which I have referred, have
i been abstracted from the pockets of farmers
{in the Western States by bulling and bearing
‘agricultural products on the Chicago market.
Will you helieve me, when T tell you that
the 12 million families of the United States
have nine millions of mortgages upon their
i properties and almost six millions of chattel
; mortgages on their household furniture. Fif-
teen millions of mortgages—not money, but
mortgages—on the twelve million families
in the United States. I state this on the
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a.uthority of the Arena for January. In five ! in exchange for something else. Therefore,
States, llinois, Iowa, Missouri, Kansas und | I say it was wise and prudent on the part of
Nebraska, we find $1,174,732,741 mortgages ' the Government of this country to com-
dl{e upon the lands of these states and 783 mence the construction of a canal of our own.
millions in chattel mortgages, making a bur-, We all know that they are too liable in the

den upon the people in these five states of no " United States to allow their party politics to

less than almost two thousand millions of dol-
lars, They are mortgaged beyond all hope of
redemption; and in support of this state-
ment, I point you to the drene of Janu-

enter into the consideration of international
relations ; and as they have politics on tap
. there all the time, we do not know the
moment the lion’s tail might be twisted and

ary, pages 204 and 205. I do not mention |this coyntry deprived of the privilege of
those things exultantly. On the contrary, | using the Soo canal. T think, therefore, our
T deplore them. But as there are indivi- Government have done well to build a canal

uals who are trying to turn the people of this on our own side so that we may utilize to
country from their true allegiance, by point- | the fullest advantage the great water route
Ing to the United States as a land flowing | from the Atlantic to the head of Lake Supe-
with milk and honey, a veritable Eldorado, jrior. I visited the Soo last summer and in
where everybody is fed with a silver spoon imy humble judgment, and not only in my
and sups from a golden goblet, T feel it my judgment but in that of engineers and navi-

duty, on the floor of this Chamber, to call ;
the attention of the people of Canada to
the fact that such is not the case, and |
1 support of my statement, I call to wit-!
ness those great authorities from whom I,
have quoted, to show that pauperisim,
?}Tgl'aded poverty and crime are rampant in

at country and are to be found on every
o::-l - 1 call them to witness to prove that
and Pessumistic teachers are false teachers,
ho eaie not conveying the true message of
e Pe t0 the people of Canada. These pes-
simistic teachers, 1 fear, are under the in-
uence of designing individuals living
lll‘a. foreign country, and if such is the
(f{ase t-h.e people of this country ought to
now at. T will now turn my attention
to another clause of the Address — that
18, the Sault Sainte Marie canal. I con-
gratulate the Government of this country on
their foresight. They foresaw the difficulty
that must inevitably arise in the navigation
O.f the lakes, and commenced the construc-
thn" of a lock and canal of our own
at Sault Sainte Marie which they are
;‘&pldly pushing to completion. Un-
ortunately for us and for the world, to grow
great and not play the despot is a sublime
virtue not known to the people tothesouth of
:;’ da‘“d the only way to have enduring peace
to begOOd-wﬂl between the two countries is
ik 8o far as these matters are concerned,
° Pen‘dent, of them ; and such was the view

Oclll!' Government. If we were not inde-
fg:s?& Perhaps when the necessity arose
ANy time Soo canal, our neigbours could at
¢ 51)1 m}? cut us off, and extort double or
reble the value of the right to use the canal

gators whom I consulted, we will have a lock
there as substantial and as good, and owing to
the peculiarplan of itsconstruction andmode
of operating, as great in capacity as that of
our neighbours—though not so large, and is
being constructed at much less expense than
theirs is. If T may judge by the enormous
amount of plant that thecontractors haveput
on that work,and the vigour and energy with
which they are pushing it, we will have that
lock completed in a little over half the time it
took our neighbours to build theirs. It
is a matter of sincere rejoicing on our part
that the trade negotiations going on between
the Government of this country and the Gov-
ernment of Newfoundlandare likely toreach a
fairand justsettlement. Itistobehopedthat
the settlement of these questions will lead to
negotiations for the admission of Newfound-
land into the Confederation of Canada. We
would gladly welcome those people, who are
true and loyal British subjects into our union
in order to complete the confederation of
the British provinces of North America.

Our future is assured if we are only true to

ourselves. The gospel of hope and not the
gospel of despair is the true message to be
delivered to the people of Canada to-day.
Now that we have passed the infantile stage
of national existence ; now that we have got
past the diseases to which childhood is sub-
ject, are we to falter and stand stiil 7 I think
not. Politicians may talk, and pessimists
may croak and growl, but above them all is
heard the voice of enterprise and progress.
I have faith and confidence in the children of
those brave, noble-hearted men who laid the
foundations.of this great country broad and
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deep, they laid them in privation and toil and
difficulties. Why cannot their children, sur-
rounded by plenty and in the midst of peace,
carryonthisgood work ? Theywill doit. They

are prepared to doit. They have the courage !
of all people who are born in such a climate |

as ours, a climate that has produced the men
who for ages and centuries have controlled
the destinies of the world. T say these men
have the pluck, the energy and the determi-
nation to carry on this great work so as to
make this country the pride and glory of the
Empire of whichwearenowanhonoured part.
Now, hon. gentlemen, I will not detain you
longer, I apologize to you for having pro-
ceeded at such length. I have hastened
through because my hon. friend who is to
second this motion has engagements else-
where and wants to go away, and I always
endeavour to accommodate my personal
friends as far as I can. I apologize to you,
as I have said before, for having detained
you. I thank you most sincerely for having
listened to me so long and patiently. IfI
have said anything that is out of the true
lines of speech-making in this House, I beg
to apologize.

Hon. Mr. DESJARDINS (In French)---
I wish, in addressing this honourable House
for the first time, to express to you my ap-

preciation of the honour which has been

accorded me, not only in appointing me a
member of the first legislative body in the
Dominion, but in having for associates men
who occupy such prominent positions in the
publiclife of this country. Iregrettheabsence
of our late Premier, who displayed such tact
and ability at all times, and trust that he
may soon be restored to health and resume
his place amongst us. I feel it a privilege
to follow in this honourable House a leader
with whom I was associatedso many years in
another place. He brings to this House a
mine of information and the ready eloquence
whichdistinguished him in the other chamber.
I am sure he will not lose in the Senate any
of the popularity, the vigour and the energy
which he displayed as a leader elsewhere.
Beside the hon. leader we have in this
Chamber, T am happy to say, a Minister
who speaks our language. Since Confeder-
ation it was the good fortune of the prov-
ince of Quebec to have in the Senate at all
times until 1878 on the Treasury benches a
representative of their race and language.
In the Minister of Agriculture we have a
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gentleman who represents perfectly the aspi-
rations of the majority in the province of
Quebec, and one who will give expression to
our desire that justice shall be done to the
inhabitants of the Dominion, irrespective of
creed or origin. The House may feel assured
that these aspirations will not conflict with
the rights and privileges of any portion of
our people. His Excellency congratulates
Parliament on the prosperous condition of
the country. That prosperity is evidenced
by the increased imports and exports, all
showing the purchasing power of our popu-
lation. This pleasant intimation of His
Excellency, in his gracious speech, is con-
firmed by the published returns of the com-
merce of the country, and there is evidence
on every side that the judicious policy of
the Government has produced prosperity
throughout the Dominion. We have evi-
dence of the vigour and energy of the Gov-
ernment in their efforts to open up new
markets for the products of Canada ;
and in securing a rapid line of steamers
to ply between our ports and the
ports of Great Britain and France, and also
in the efforts they have made through the
{High Commissioner at London and our
representative at Paris to obtain for Canada
{the advantage of the ‘favoured nations
| clause ” which the mother country has made
in her treaties with foreign nations. We
have every reason to hope that these efforts
on the part of Canada will result in opening
up new markets and extending our trade
relations so that we can find ready sale
for the produce of our fields, our mines and
our forests. His Excellency also expressed
his gratification to hear that in Manitoba
and the North-west Territories there has
been an encouraging increased immigration
and settlement. Canada has spent enormous
. sums of money in opening up these western
I territories ; we have made great sacrifices to
i provide these territories with railway com-
‘munication, and to attract to them a tide of
{immigration, but these generous measures
on the part of the central Government have
been paralyzed by the action of the local
authorities in denying equal justice and
equal treatment to all classes of the people.
I believe I express the opinion of the vast
majority in this country when I say that
prosperity can only be maintained and pro-
gress promoted by doing even-handed justice
to all classes of the community. Many of us
who liveintheeastern provincesareconvinced
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tha.t,. an injustice has been done to a certain '
Portion of the population in Manitoba, but
we believe our constitution is sufficiently '
elastic to enable us to remedy the injustice
that has been done. 1t is in the interest of
all clasges and of all parts of the Dominion
that th}s should be done in order to promote !
good-will and good feeling, and to make our |
country attractive to the migrating masses
of Europe. My hon. friend from Niagara
expressed the hope that Newfoundland'
Woulq ere long become a portion of the|
]Domlmon. The population of Newfound-
and Sympathizes with us in our loyalty to!
the Brl.t,xsh flag. * Certain politicians on the
other side of the line endeavoured to bring
about a rupture between Newfoundland and
the mother country, with a view of promot-
}ng & movement for annexation, but New-
é)ll_nfiland preferred to remain under the
atrlst:;Sh ﬁag, The disastrous conflagration -
o John’s afforded our people an oppor-

unity of expressing their sympathy in a
Practical way, with the result that we have
corennmdl'&‘wn'closer together, and since then
the Is‘lmlfiatlons have taken place between
over :.n GOVerpment and the Dominion
ore lonmetr)w‘, Which T hope and believe will |
countrigs ','l“’}“g about a union of the two!
nefits fr e Islanders would derive many
enabled t0lr§ the Change.. They would be
with Gre (t’l‘s"{Pl‘f)Ve their communication
culties ﬁ. ritain find'overcome local diffi-
bt h}v ich they find insurmountable now,
Ut which could be removed by the united
action of the whole Dominion.
The other point to which the

gentleman attached
tions

hon.
importance is the rela-
Star between Canada and the United
. irit,s. We have in this country restless,
tg DS Who have no faith in the future of
1€ Dominion, or the stability of our federal |
lttllstltutlpgs. These people tell us that we'
:hg“{g Join the United States or that we'
=y u l‘Imake independence an issue of to-day.
€y Xnow very well that while Canada isa,
portion of the British Empire and can rely'
;;p::: lthe mother country for protection, it |
nat le €88 to talk of annexation, but unfortu-|
ately on the other side of the Atlantic these |
e‘:’tb. are not well understood, and thel|
pe(l)’l‘?sslllons of the few restless, discontented ;
Tar I;e lere may be taken for the voice of a!
mo%e oement of the population. Such|
i ments are ill-timed and ill-chosen. They l
produce an impression abroad that there is
no stab We should

ility in our institutions.

apply ourselves to the development of our
great resources. By the construction of our
public works we have promoted commerce
and industry, and we have proved our capa-
city to manage our own affairs. I believe
the sentiment of our people is that we should
maintain our existing institutions and do
even-handed justice to all classes in the com-
munity. By this means we will ensure the
prosperity of Canada, and remove anything
which would produce discontent in any part
of the Dominion.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—The hon. Senator who
proposed the resolution in answer to the
Speech from the Throne very properly pre-
faced his observations to this House by pay-
ing a tribute to the Governor-General. I
heartily join in the encomiums that he has’
passed upon that distinguished gentleman.
His Excellency comes from a long line of
ancestry who are intimately associated with
the history of England. The Lords of Derby
appear on many pages of history guiding the
destinies of the greatest empire of the world.
Since Lord Stanley’s appointment as Gover-
nor of Canada he has, I think, discharged
the duties in a constitutional manner. He
has visited the people of Canada in the vari-
ous provinces and has become intimately
acquainted with their various conditions,
has seen them in their homes, and I think we
can fairly conclude that His Excellency has
gained the esteem and respect of the people
of this country and that when he returns,
having completed his period of office, he will
be able to assure Her Majesty that the Can-
adian people, however they may object, many
of them, to the misgovernment, so to speak,
for the time being of the present Cabinet, are
yet loyal and true to the mother land. Speak-
ing for the Opposition, those who are recog-
nized, many of them, possibly as the pessi-
mists of this country, as the hon. the mover
has termed them, I think I may say
that they are as sound and as loyal
as the greatest Tory in the country, and I
think His Excellency will feel pleasure and
pride in so notifying Her Majesty when the
time comes for His Excellency to lay down
his term of office here. We shall all wish
him a pleasant and a happy life when he
returns to the old land, and it may not be
improbable that His Excellency may succeed
to the great House of Derby and that he
may one day or other be the Earl of Derby
and take the position which has been enjoyed
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by preceding statesmen of that great name.
We at all events must feel sure that His
Excellency, having gained a very intimate
knowledge of this country, will give us the
benefit of that information when he returns
to the mother land ; and here I may say that
I think it would not be proper to forget the
distinguished Lady who has dispensed the
hospitalities of Rideau Hall. She has taken
a warm and a deep interest in the people of
this country and has made herself beloved
all over the land. We shall, when the time
comes, express our great regret at their leav-
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sider himself a novice at parliamentary
work, having occupied a seat in the other
branch of the legislature for some consi-
derable time, and being familiar with the
various questions before Parliament. He
has given us ample proof of his skill in dis-
cussing the various questions from his stand-
point. I was rather surprised, indeed
astonished, at the manner in which my hon.
friend criticized the people of this country

. who were 50 pessimistic as to see nothing but

misery, sorrow and misfortune. I cannot
exactly follow him in what he says. He

ing and one and all from every part of tells us that there is a very despondent set
Canada will join in assuring them that they I in this country who can see nothing good in
have earned the esteem and the respect of .it. I do not agree with the hon. gentleman
. the people of this country. at all ; I do not think the hon. gentleman's

The hon. the seconder of the reso-!constituents agree with him either. Ithink he
lution has referred to another subject that: had rather an apt illustration that the policy
is somewhat personal, and that is the of the Government was not satisfactory to
absence of Mr. Abbott. We all deeply 'the people of this country at the last general
regret the cause of it. Mr. Abbott had,  election and the object lesson he received in
in the period when he led the House, gained ‘ the county of Welland ought to have
for himself the regard of every Senator inbeen a warning to the hon. gentleman that
it. He had very great consideration, not,the people of this country do not approve of
alone for the large following which he had | the fiscal policy pursued by the Administra-
in this House, but also for the very small:tion and that they do not regard this country
minority of the Opposition. He was exceed- | as having prospered to the extent to which
ingly kind and considerate, and it was very itought to have prospered. The hon. gentle-
pleasant also to have had interviews and|man is respected and beloved in his own con-
communications with him, either across this | stituency ; he is universally regarded there

Chamber or in any other way, and we hope
that his temporary sojourn abroad may
restore him to health, and that we may one
day or another see him again among us.
He may rest assured that his presence in
this Chamber will always be grateful to the
Senators who regard him so highly.

Now, before Iproceed to make any remarks
on the speech which His Excellency’s advi-
sers have provided for us, I wish to offer my
congratulations to the mover and theseconder |
of the resolution. They are gentlemen of |

as a man who is worthy of the highest posi-
tion, and the hon. gentleman’s county is one
of the garden spots of Ontario, the county
of Welland, one of the finest places on the
globe. T question if there are many places
on the face of the earth with superior attrac-
tions, and yet why was it that so many
people fled from that fair county, diminishing
its population between the years 1881 and
1891 by the enormous number of 1,000
persons? All the figures, statistics of life
insurance companies, fire risks and all the

very considerable experience, both of them | other figures which he quoted—which I do not
having enjoyed seats in another branch of | propose to follow—cannot take the place of
Parliament. They are familiar with the'the explanation which was due from the hon.
great public questions which come before gentleman of the fact that the population of
Parliament and we hope to avail ourselves that great county was reduced in the ten
of the judgment and the experience that|years by over 1,000. That is a fact that
they no doubt will be enabled to bring to|cannot be got over. It not only does not
the discussion of the various questions that |hold its own, but the people fled. Why
may come before us. The hon. mover of the ' should they flee from one of the finest pieces
resolution asked for the forbearance of this There must be

House as he was a new member. This!

Heuse is always glad to extend a cordiali

welcome and its forbearance to young mem-

I
bers, but iy hon. friend can scarcely con-lexcept for some grave cause.

of land on this globe?
something in it. People do not get dis-
satistied with their homes, do not depart
from the early associations of their lives
They love
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the old flag. A hundred years ago ma,ny}per cent in the last ten years? One Mari-
of our forefathers left their comfortable | time Province has fallen back, and lost popu-
4rms to the south of us, left the Ameri-ilation rather than gained. Look at the two

can flag, left Mohawk Valley and the

i

i

great provinces of Ontario and Quebec,

valley _of the Hudson and other choice whose increase of population has been but a
Places in the United States and came north tlittle over nine per cent. Look at the in-

to a wilderness. They did not want for
anything ; they had all that. The descend-
ants of the United Empire Loyalists are
abreast of any people in the world. Then,
why was it that this terrible despair went
all over the land, and people fled from the
most attractive sections of Canada? There
must be some cause for it. Is it not our
duty to find that cause, to ascertain the
oot of it? It cannot be accidental ; it did
hot exist in Welland alone. In almost
eévery other portion of Canada we find the
same state of affairs. Surely this is a grand
country, and the hon. gentleman has not
?amted the colours half brilliant enough ;
TOm my stand-point there is no place on the
globe that ig superior, few ate even the
‘:g“a) of Canada. There are few countries
; athave its broad acres where we could
eed the whole of Europe, there are few
‘s’:}llln:ll'les that have had such wealth and

1 have such wealth in their forest lands.

Year b

of prod

bl ucts of the forest, through good and

e seasons increase(.i until they reached
Ie theen twenty and thirty millions of dollars.
o €re a country on the face of the globe

at can compare with Canada in its fish-
eries, both of the Atlantic and Pacific,
and not alone those two great oceans but of
s huge inland waters— Lake Superior,
Lake Huron, Lake Erie? And the fisheries
of the great rivers of Canada ; T could not
enumerate them—it would take too long to

©80.  Our fisheries, our forests, our farms.
are not to be exceeded in any part of the
globe, and I may also say to you, hon.
gentlgmen, that our mines are second to none
on this continent— the mines not alone of the
east, but of the west more particularly. Re-
cent developments show that in British
Columbia the mines are quite equal to any
tl}"'? have been discovered either in the
Dmtgd States or in Mexico. Now, with all
that In view, hon. gentlemen must see that
there is something affecting this country,

;zmefthing appalling, when the population
¢ Irom it, Wh
from heseh y do the people go away

Let me speak to the hon. gentle-
men from the Maritime Provinces. Has

their population increased more than one

lable to retain its population.
Y year you will see that our exports | Fre

crease of other countries where there is a
natural migration also. Take England and
Wales for example. We find there a
population that cannot be supported on
the products of those countries. They are
beehives of industry that send forth the pro-
ducts of their labour all over the world. They
necessarily lose by migration, yet. England
and Wales have increased in population,
(taking into account the natural migration)
over eleven per cent-—two per cent more
than the great provinces of Ontario and
Quebec. I think that when that single fact
is demonstrated, when those figures are
given, we cannot deny that it is the duty of
this House, and the duty of Parliament, to
inquire honestly and fairly into the causes
thatlead to such extraordinary consequences.
Here is a land flowing with milk and honey,
that can afford homes to millions, nay hun-
dreds of millions of people, and yet it is un-
The people
flee from it as if it were swept by a plague.
What is the cause? We have not far to
look to see the cause. Hon.gentlemen have
alluded to the times of depression in Canada,
going back to the years between 1874 and
1879, yet we find the population increased
during those years seventeen per cent. The
census returns show that the population in-
creased seventeen percent during those years
of so-called depression. T say the cause is
not far to discover. It is this unfortunate
policy of the Government.

Hon. Mr. READ—They go to a country
where the taxation is double.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—I am speaking of the
fact that they leave Canada. ‘

Hon. Mr. MASSON —Will the hon. gentle-.
man make a comparisonbetween the increase
of population in our provinces and in the
adjoining states

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—You ask me to give
you a comparison of the increase of popula-
tion between the United States and Canada.
Let us compare them together and we will
see. Now,Iwilltake the provinceof Ontario
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and I will take the state of Michigan. They
are under conditions very nearly similar,
Michigan on the one side and Ontario on the
other. In 1880 the population of Michigan
was 1,636,937. It had increased in 1890 to
2,093,000. The population of Ontario in
1880 was 300,000 odd more than the state
of Michigan, yet at the last census it was less
than 7,000 more than the state of Michigan
—thatis, the state of Michigan had increased
300,000 more than the province of Ontario.
Now, I will take ths province of British Col-
umbia and T will take the state of Washing-
ton.

Hon. Mr. MASSON I am speaking of
old Canada.

Hon. Mr. POWER-—Why confine the
comparison to old Canada ?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-—I will give the hon.
gentleman all the figures he wants and per-
haps more than he would like, but he asked
me to give him the population of those states
that were bordering our country and com-
pare the increase of population on each side
of the line. That would be a fair standard
to judge by. Nothing could be more simple
or reasonable. Washington occupies one
side of the line, British Columbia the other
of the 49th parallel. British Columbia had
a settlement a quarter of a century in ad-
vance of Washington. That is, there was a
population there.

Hon. Mr. MACDONALD (B.C.)—That
is not correct.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—I am aware that
John Jacob Astor established a fur trade
there.

Hon. Mr. MACDONALD (B.C.)—Parts
of Washington were settled long before there
was any settlement in British Columbia.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—I will give you the
population as it was. The population of
British Columbia in 1880 was 49,000. The
population of Washington in the same year
was 75,000. The population of British Col-
umbia at the last census was 92,000, while
the population of Washington was 349,000.

Hon. Mr. McINNES (B.C.)—The hon.
gentleman has made a slight error in the
tigures he has given. The first return gave
92,000, but later returns made it 99,000.

+

| Hon. Mr. SCOTT—That would give an

|increase in British Columbia of 50,000 and
in Washington an increase of 250,000. The
| conditions of the two countries are very
jnearly similar, the quality of the land about
. the same and the mineral development about
iequal. I do notknow if the mineral develop-

iment is more advanced in British Columbia

than in Washington. Now, I will take Mani-
toba. We were told that Manitoba in ten
years would have at least a popailation of
half a million. Its increase, however, has
been less than 100,000, while the Dakotas
immediately south of Manitoba, not certainly
possessing as fine land, not certainly as
attractive for settlement, not certainly pos-
sessing the many advantages that Manitoba
possesses, have increased from 135,000 to
510,000. Now I think these figures are signi-
ficant.

Hon. Mr. ALMON---Will the hon. gentle-
man give us the figures of Vermont and
other eastern states and of our eastern pro-
vinces !

Hon. Mr." SCOTT—We are looking for
a greater growth in the west than in the east,
and it was the great west that was to build
up this country. Wehave spent a very large
sum of money in it and no doubt it is coming
up rapidly to the high level that we hoped
it would enjoy, but I hold that it would,
under better conditions, have grown more
rapidly than it has. I say that it ought to
grow more rapidly. Noonecan deny that. I
cannot be challenged as being pessimistic be-
cause I call attention to these figures. Tknow
it is quite usual, if a man questions the policy
of the Government, to put that man down as
disloyal. T think it is exceedingly unfair
and improper that gentlemen cannot call
attention to and illustrate the position of
this country by comparisons with other
countries without being called disloyal. Now,
as to this marvellous development and pros-
perity, I would like to draw attention to one
or two more facts. .

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON —May I ask the
privilege of the hon. gentleman from Ottawa
to interrupt him for a moment. If he will
Iremember, I said that the pessimists were
!few in number but like the cricket made a
i bigger noise than many.

| Hon. Mr. SCOTT—I ha,d not the hon.
I

[ gentleman in view at all when I spoke.
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know it has been the fashionfor Government
organs and Government speakers on various
Platforms to denounce the Opposition as
Ing despondent and given to crying down
t. € country because they give true illustra-
tlons' of Canada and the United States. I
acquit my hon, freind entirely of any such
Intention and I did not have him in view
When commenting on the course of other
gentlemen. Now we are asked to congratu-
late ourselves upon an increase in trade. I
desire simply to call attention to the fact
that as far back as 1873, 1874 and also 1883
e were rich enough to buy a very much
arger amount abroad than we were able to
uy last year. 'The value of our imports
during the last year was 127 millions in
round numbers. In 1873 our imports amount-
ed to 128 millions, Again in 1874 they
amounted also to 128 millions, and in 1883
we bl‘Ol‘lg‘ht as much as 132 millions worth,
five millions more than last year. The
eXport last year was no doubt large and gra-
tifying. T 'wish, however, that it had been
much larger and I think that if a different
E)l?ul:gl had been pursued it would have been
due? I“t"’ger- To what was that large export
North-w:af dIlle entirely to the farmers of the
er 5t 't was largely due to the great
ops with which Manitob and the North-
“}‘xeSt' were blest last year. Tt is due also to
tfe Increase of ‘two millions in the products
of the forest; it is due also to the cheese
md“s"‘_'y of Ontario and Quebec, one of the
great industries of this country. That is
P’}}atf 1t is due to, and although very grati-
ying, and I am glad to recognize that it is
80, I think under other conditions it might
h&Y’e been very much greater than it is. I
hotice that our exports of manufactures have
Increased. T was rather curious to know in
What way the exports of manufactures had
Increased, and on turning up the page I was
Surprised to find that over one million of
our exports of manufactures was due to the
exportation of the household effects of set-|
tlers.  Over one million of the total exports |
Was made up of the effects of settlers going
to the United States. That branch of it
Vas not a subject for congratulation. I
find that during the year preceding the
houfxehol}i effects of settlers who went to the
nited States was about the same figure. 1|
O 1ot think we can take very much credit
to ourselves for having exported as manufac-
tures the household effects of the people of

Canada who have had to fly to another land.

We are asked to thank His Excellency for
informing us that measures have been taken
to carry into effect an agreement between
the United States and this country in re-
gard to the boundary of Alaska. This
boundary of Alaska is a very old subject.
Tt crops up periodically. It was up some
fifteen or twenty years ago, and at several
periods since.  Alaska, as hon. gentiemen
probably know, is that part of the country
ceded by Russia to the United States on
this continent. By the treaty between
Great Britain and Russia in 1825, a boun-
dary line was established between British
territory and Russian territory on the west-
ern side of this continent, and I am sorry to
say that, as in the caseof a great many other
treaties where the lands of Canada were
made the subject of treaties by plenipoten-
tiaries from the nother country, Canada got
the worst of it. If any one looks at the
map he will see how very illogical it is togive
away, or to consent to a foreign country
occupying so much of the_ coast line of this
continent as Russia then insisted upon
occupying of our Canadian territory on the
north-west. But the boundary line between
the two countries was made rather a puzzle:
Prince of Wales Islands (strange to say, one
would have thought the very name would
have saved it as u possession of the British
Crown) was freely given away to Russia, and
the line was then run to the head of Port-
land channel and by a devious crooked line
to Mount Elias. It is that very devious
crooked line that is now engaging the atten-
tion of the two Governments. If I had any
advice to offer to the two Governments, 1
should say adopt a true line running straight
north, wholly irrespective of the height of
land mentioned in the treaty. Under the
treaty the line was to follow the height of
land. Where the height of land was more
than ten marine leagues distant from the
shore, then a line running parallel to the
shore and ten leagues from it was to be
followed. The mountains of course do not
follow the coast in a direct line, they bend
towards the shore, and they bend inland,
and so the line is an exceedingly difticult
one to draw. I think, therefore, that the
two Governments ought to agree upon a
degree of longitude, a straight line which
would run north to Mount Elias.

Hon. Mr. MACDONALD (B.C.)—That
has been proposed.
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Hon. Mr. SCOTT—The correspondence!year, when the papers were moved for ; but
came under my own observation many years [ felt then that if I did so, I should be
ago, when I had to do with these questions,  accused of playing into the hands of the
and that was my idea. The estimatesof the | United States. That is the line taken to seal
cost are, for the United Stat s portion of the | the mouths of gentlemen who desire to give
work of surveying the line, $1,500,000 ; for | their advice to the Government and to ex-
our portion of the work according to General | press their judgment on the various inter-
Cameron, something over a million dollars. | national questions which arise from time to

That would be a total of at least two and a
half millions spent  in defining a compara-
tively short line. It may be that the country
is worth such a great expenditure.
no doubt it has its value, but between

two sensible neighbours, the best way to,

settle the matter would be to fix an absolute
“boundary, irrespective of the height of land.
I am glad to hear that a friendly conference
has taken place between delegates fromn this
Government and delegates from Newfound-
land, and I sincerely hope that all causes of
difficulty between the two colonies will cease.
I think we ought to deal rather tenderly
with Newfoundland. It isa weak and a
poor sister, and Canada can afford to be gen-
erous. I did not myself approve of the policy
which was adopted two years ago in reference
to that colony.
question ; it is perhaps not germane to the
matter at present under debate, and therefore
I will not further allude to it, but I cannot
- certainly join in the hope expressed by the
-hon. the seconder of these resolutions, that we
may round off confederation by bringing
in Newfoundland. I think the confederation

is already rounded off sufficiently, leaving'

Newfoundland out, and it would be better for
both Newfoundland and Canada that the
former should remain outside of the union.
It is not easy to govern a country where cir-
cumstances are so dissimilar to ours as they
are in Newfoundland. 1 think they could
take much better care of themselves while
remaining a separate colony than by joining
the Canadian Confederation. We are asked
to concur in His Excellency’s regret that the
Governmentof the United States were unable
to accept the suggestions made by the Gov-
ernment of Canada on the subject of the
canal tolls, and that the President should
have ‘thought it necessary to impose excep-
tional tolls. T take issue with the hon.
mover of the resolution in the observations
he made upon this subject. I think that
anybody dispassionately looking at this sub-
ject, would have said from the beginning
that the Government of Canada were entirely
in the wrong. I should have said so last

I have,

I need not now discuss that |

‘[time between the two countries. Hon.
| gentlemen are aware that the use of the
jcanals by the two countries has its origin
in the Treaty of Washington. Under
.the twenty-seventh article of that treaty
we were to secure to the citizens of the
United States the use of the Welland,
St, Lawrence and other canals on terms of
equality with our own people. That was
what we agreed to do-—that they should
enjoy these canals on terms of equality. We
did give them that privilege for some years,
but unfortunately political influences were
at work to secure some advantages for the
people of Kingston, and an Order in Council
was passed giving Kingston the advantage of
transhipping grain to Montreal,  and the
grain transhipped at Montreal got a rebate
of eighteen cents per ton. On all cargoes of
' grain coming from the west of Canada there
i was a charge of twenty cents per ton, and a
| rebate of eighteen cents was granted to ves-
isels loading at Montreal. It is quite true
that there was no discrimination against
vesgels, but there was discrimination against
I the people of the United States. We dis-
criminated against Ogdensburgh, and in dis-
criminating against Ogdensburgh we discrim-
inated against the people of Ogdensburgh,
and in my judgment Canada failed to observe
the conditions of that portion of the Treaty
lof Washington relating to this question.
Now, I think that in regard to treaties we
ought to follow the example of the mother-
land. England has been exceedingly sensi-
tive on this question of treaties with foreign
‘powers. Wherever there was a doubt, un-
iless in matter of very grave importance, the
desire and disposition has been rather to
give the case away than make a casus bells
lof it—to have no friction with a foreign
country in any small or unimportant matter.
Yet here we find that Canada, in order to
favour a few traders, possibly not more than
a dozen persons, imposed a discriminating
tariff against the people of United States of
eighteen cents on every ton of grain going
through the canals. Our attention is called
to it and what do we do? In the presence of
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one of the gentlemen who carried on the
negotiation on our side, I do not desire inany
Way to increase the friction by referring to
my views of the situation. As reported
through United State sources it is very
ll‘nfol'tuna.te that when the attention of the
Government of Canada was called to it, the
course that they proposed to pursue was a
matter of dispute, to use the mildest term
—that the statement of Mr. Blaine, whose
recent death we must all regret, and of Mr.
Secretary Foster, of what took place at the
confere{lc.e was different from that of our
Own ministers. However, that is entirely
lmmaterial and I allude to it simply as
showing that in the minds of the American
people there was a belief that Canada was
gong to remove the cause for dissatisfaction
that had existed for some antecedent years.
Canada did not remove it last year, and
the Bltuation became graver. What the
ericans say, and I think it cannot be
contradicted, is that in granting a rebate of
eighteen cents per ton onall the grain coming
Into Montreal we sinned against that parti-
cular clause of the Washington Treaty which
governed the subject, in three different ways:
(1) In tha it makes the toll on grain for export

Wm Montreal and other Canadian ports east of

Montreal two cents per ton while the toll on grain

Or export from American ports is twenty cents per

ton : that is g0 say, that grain coming through the

Welland Canal and shi
pped to Ogdensburgh would
Pay twenty cents per ton, while if shipped to Kingg-

fon and reéshipped to Montreal i
h eal it would only pa;
two cents pefiﬂn. " i

In dlSCI'.iminating against Ogdensburgh we
%’“_’ly discriminate against the people of the
A nited States. They do not enjoy the privi-
eges of the canals on term of equality with
gs i we make the grain dealers of Ogdens-
dul‘gh pay eighteen cents more than Canadian
ealers who carry the grain to Montreal.

0;2- ) In that even the lesser rate is refused on grain

ohi ‘:intreal and ports east of it has been tran-

b lF!N“bea.t an American port, while it is allowed if
a8 been transhipped at a Canddian port.

If the grain even were going to Montreal and
1t were transhipped at Ogdensburgh, it would
stillbe charged twenty cents per ton, although
if transhipped at Kingston the charge would
Z}lly be two cents per ton, a clear discrimina-
ll‘i’n- No man can defend or justify it. At
2 events, the thing is not worth defending.

hy should we have this difficulty with the
great nation to the south of us about a small
matt;r of this kind, affecting the whole of

the United States, for the benefit of a few
elevator men at Kingston?. It is a pity that
all this friction should arise over so insignifi-
cant a matter.

(3.) In that the two cent rate is only levied on
rain from Montreal and ports east from any Cana-
ian Lake Ontario port, while the twenty cent rate

is exacted on grain for the same destination from
American Lake Ontario ports.

Hon. Mr. BOWELL—Will the hon.
gentleman kindly tell me what he is read-
ing from?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—I am reading from
“The President’s message on the canal ques-
tion,” a United States document.

Hon. Mr. BOWELL-—What are the
words of the treaty ¢ .

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—I will give the words
of the treaty :

The Government of Her Britannic Majesty
engages to urge upon the Government of the
Dominion of Canada to secure to the citizens of
the United States the use of the Welland, St.
Lawrence and other canals in the Dominion on
term of equality with the other inhabitants of the
Dominion.

The contention of our Government is this,
that they discriminate only against ports—
that they discriminate in favour of St.
Lawrence ports to the extent of eighteen
cents per ton. I say that they have no
power to do so under the treaty. It isin
direct violation of the terms of the treaty.
No nation sensitive about its honour ought
to construe treaties otherwise than fairly
and liberally towards its opponent, unless
in a matter of very grave importance. Isay
the fair and honourable course on the part
of the Dominion would have been to refer
the matterto the gentleman who was present
when the Washington treaty was framed, to
have referred it to a statesman who is now
a member of Mr. Gladstone’s Government—
the Earl of Ripon. That would have been
a very fair course. Canada might have
sta