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the near future. Port Arthur is the place of transfor from
rail to water, and should necessarily be the point where
+ vain men and other shippers will congregate to move the

W estern the same systemn of financing should be
, is being carried out in Duluth, Chi.
:ﬂ 1 Mw over grain in eclevators and

.gy water on the opening of
and as that requires much larger banking facili-
ties wo have here at present, other monetary insticu.
R, shere s "ok capita will be puuinad

A amonnts of capital wil uired

gwein trade and other p,:lmluotl of r\:‘mru

ocentre. It is well-known that large
have been sent fromCanada to American
Weatern brokers to be invested in
nt;th this system ‘:lkn;c aummfm ully
e the necessary ng facilities 7
to be just as fic ns theirs,
writer, will moro exten-
why then cannot the option system be
ucted here, thus kceping the capital ot
ithin our own territorys The establishment
banking facilities should receive your immediste
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CANAL ENLARGEMENT

the attention of both Eastern and West.
and the necessity of the

8t. Lawrence cauals should be strongly
\ Governwent this Session of Parlisment, to at
» uniform size with the Welland conal, the locks of
which are at present 270 feet lung,4b feet wide with a depth
of water 14 feet. Conmsiderable work has u.n doma ir ari-
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the greas necessity of completing the enlargement of the
A uce canals at the eatliest date possible. The
zﬁmity of the 8t. Lawrence system is imdvu
the vast wheat shivments of the Wea: for 1888, ere
these canals enlarged, grain could be carried from this port
toMontreal at the saxe rate as it is now carried toKingston,
“ﬁ.-viuuhu‘ WO cents bushel now paid to the

American grain and flou d to Europs from Dulnth,
wn&oﬂm A"' m which . yow " passes.
h thie Erie eaml vis Now wonld find its wag by ,
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the 8t. Lawrence route to the sea cheaper and more ex-
peditiously than any other way, thus making Canadian
| territory the highway for American exports, and Montreal
{ one of the principal sea ports of America ; this would give
i the Western fariner ‘wo cents per bushel wore for his grain
| and turn the tide of trade through Canadian territory.
i CANAL -TOLLS 5
which were rccently abolished by the State Legislature of
New York allowing all products t¢ pass free to sea naviga-
tion through theiv system of canals, was also tempornrily
abolished by the Canadian Government, but from recent }
Government reports, the toll system isto be renewed
againby the Canadum Government, duriag the coming
season, thus discriminating against our shippers to the
extent of 20 cents per tonor 2 of a cent per bushel on
‘ grain ; this important matter should be attended to at once

I
i
by Canadian shippers supported by the Boards of Trade of
‘anada and the Vestern Provinces mpccialliy, and pressure
brought to bear on the Government to abolish canal tolls
{ throughout our whole water system. Canals should be free

and no embargo should be imposod on cargoes passing
through them. The American canals are free, we have to
compete with thew, therefore, our shippers should have a
fair start.
THE MINERAL RESOURCES OF WESTERN ALGOMA
are now beveming well-known, ns alveady stated, to capi-
talists throughout Canada, Urited States and Great Britain
and through the recent developments of many of our leading
mines and veine their perinanency and depth have boen
- fully established.  The development of our wines is still in
1s , yet sufficient work has been dose Coring 1887 to
prove the great mineral wealth of WerternS&lggma.  The
new minerl region lying between Port Arthur and the
International Boundary of Ontario and the State of Minne-
sota was first discovered in 1885, and was perfectly
sstounding to the expldvers, whose success led them on to
a more extensive search, the recult being that now wo have
one of the richest mineral districts in America, tributary to
Port Arthur. The principal ores e silver, (both native
and in the sulphides), gold, (free and in the sulphides), and
the recently discovered iron beds in the vicinity of Guntlint
Lake and Hunter's Island are already proving themselves to
be as vich as the famcus Tower mines, adjoining our terri-
tory in Minnesota, which shipped 350 thousand tons of ore
during the season of 1887 to Two Harbors, near Duluth.
The principal silver mines ncw being worked ave theBeaver,
Badger, Rabbit Mouatain, Silver Mountain, Poreupine,
Crown Point, Jeroux, West Silver Mountain, as well as
- many ' other rich veins not yet sufficiently devel to
prove their permanency, but the surfice indications of
! whicl are , and I have no doubt but many of them wmil
fully ua ricl-as their sister lodes on which more work
a8 boen done, Lookingover the shipments of silver ore
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singe 1880, I see there has been nearly half o willion d.l.
lars worth exported up to the presont date, and the United
States Consular Agent at this informs me that during
the seasun of 1887, there has shi $£250.000 worth
of silver ore to the United States, ant of railway com-
munication and roads have so far been a great drawback in
the development of our gold mives, aud only one, the
Huroaian, has been worked to any exteat, it having -bia
some $7,000 worth of gold concentrates. Had there
railway communication established throughout thie rich and
comparatively unknown part of Ontario, I have no doubt
but that the output of both silver and gold frow the rich
veins of the newly discovered district would huve lwen four
times as great as it is now. Suffice it to say the richness: of
our mineral wonlth has been established and from it alono a
great source of revenue must flow into this town. The
energy and influence of tlus Board of Trade should be
pushed to effect the establishment of railway communicatio
with this district.

DUTIES ON SOFT COAL

sheuld be abolished in order to foster the industries of
Western Canada, as it is well known that the daty which is
now 6J cents per ton on soft coal affects all manner of man-
ufactured goods, from Prescott on the dt. Lawrence m the
East, to the Province of Manitoba in the West. It also
affects the shipping interestsof Canada on the lakes, and,
in fact, discriminates against all Western Canadian indus-
tries,without benefitting the coal interests of NovaScolin,any
of which is seldom seen West of Montreal.  Were soft coal
free tbenuld not possibly affect the Eistern Provinees of
Canada, @8 American coal cannot be brought successfully
into competition with Nova Scotian from Montreal, Kast.
I'he duties op hard eoal were abolished during the last
Saession of Pusligment which may bo considered a luxury
whilst the duti men sofv coal is still retained, which atfects
the intevests of Bhe country at large.  Strong efforts should
be made during the ensuing Bession of Parlinment by tho
manufacturers and shippers to abolish the 1uties ou sult
coal which shpuld also be free.

THE PORT ARFPRUR, PULUTH & WEITERN RAILWAY CoMPANY

is now in o fair way to complete at least 50 miles of the road
from Port Avhur, West, during the coming scason, afer
the opening of navigation. They have already ten miles
graded, 7 miles cleared and grubbed, with sufticient Lridge
timbor and ties for at least 15 miles ; the greater part of
the surveys are completed showing casy grades and curva-
.ures, light work not exceeding ten *housand yards to the
mile, and no rock work for the first. 50 miles.  The surveys

on the last 30 miles of the Western end have not yet been -

completed, *ut sufficient preliminary work has been doue

to establish the fast of its being easy, with little or no rock-

excavation. . The whole length of the road is 86 miles fiom
Port Artirur 1o Gunflint Lake, where the company purpose
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joinin, the Duluth & Iron Range roud on the International
Boundary., A charter will be procured during the ensuing
Session of the Dominion Parlinment to cover the whole line
from the points before mentioned, and the bonus of 86
miles already voted by the Government will be arranged to
apply on the new charter. This Legislation and
a new charter from Ontaric must be obtained
before the bonds can be placed on the English market. To
the great necessity of this railway through our new minin
territory, I wonld especially call the attention of the Ruus
of Trade and Municipal Council of Mdrt Arthur ; it is of
the most vital importance t » the town and should be recog-
nized by it in some substantial way. Tt 18 the artery by
which all the resources of the new territory must flow to
Port Arthur  Of its mineral wealth in silver, gold and
iron, of itslarge areas of timber, aggregating over eight
hu million feet of pine alone, besides other valuable
woods. and of its agricultural resources which have already
been ro&;mdon by & Provincial oficer. Strong efforts
should be made during thio present Session of the Ontario
Legislature to get aid for this road. The Lacal Government
have obtained sums of money for the mineral lands
througl. which it will pass, aad 1t would still obtain much
larger sums were the ruad in operation, for the timber slone
to which the road would give access would amount to at
least two million doliars, judging from the timber sales
which recently took place in Eastern Ontario. Our Local
Government act as , or mearly so, as the
Government of the border States to the Bouth of us, name-
ly, ng Dakota. Jln those States in order :o
up its ted territory, the Government gave lu'gc '
3’ its wl;ld lands to aid State railways. The Manitobs M".
and the Northern Pacific, and the Duluth & Iron Range
received large gifts of wild lands to the extent of over twelve
thousand acres to the mile, were our Provincial Govern-
ment to give one-fourth of the number of acres orits equiv
alent in money to the Port Arthur, Duluth & Western, we
should have no trouble in financing it, and at present there
would be large amounts of capital invested in the country
which is now kept out for the want of railway communica-
tion. This important matter should receive special notice.
THE EXZORTS T0 THE UNITED STATES OF OUR NATIVE PRODUCTS
for 1887, taken trom a statement handed me by the United
Consular Agentat this port, look very creditable, and prom-
ise well for Jhe hhn..poel‘ll{ when we can get easy access
to the interior of the country by railway and other means.
This statement of course only gives the exports to the Unitod
States of our native indust: and are as follows, Fish,
{mh .::d salt, $32,375, nw.m $3,388, .-{lvu r::ad
nore concentrates, ( general me! J
33,021, Wuum $4,370, naking a total of $317,720,
The wheat oxports ng from the West through, and

shi on American vessels via Buffalo amounted to over
000. I would purticularly eall your special attention




L

to the strmgency of the Fishery Act now in fovce, which
compels fishermen to lift theirnets on the last day of Octo-
ner, and compels them t» remain idle untilthe last of
November, thus ahutting them out of the fall cateh, for
after the close season expires, us it now stands, the weather
is too cold to fish ; the close season should commence the
last day of October and end on the 15th day of November.
ft is well-known that the spawning is over on Lake Superior
on the 15th day of November, Your attention should be
]mrticularly cailed to this branch of our native industry, and
ave it properly represented to the Government. Were
the closo season to end on the 15th day of November, the
fishing industry would more than double itselt
APPROPRIATION FOR GOVERNMENT RUBS[DIRS
should be urged by your Board during the coming Session
of Patlinment, and the attention of the Government
directed to the necessity of an appropriation for dredging
the shallow spots in our harbor so as to make an uniform
depth of seventeen feet of water, also an appropriation for
the extension of the Western portion of the breakwater.
During the session of 1887, an appropriation v 1 made of
ten thousand dollars to apply on & suitable building to be
used as Customs House and Post Office, this should be
largely supplemented during the coming session, and the
necessity of the work being proceeded forthwith urged.
THE FINANCIAL CONDITION OF THE BOARD
which is in a very fair condition, considering the time we
have been organized, will be secu by referring to the Secre-
tary's statement.
FUTURE PROSPECTK,

In conclusion, 1 may say that the past year has been a
most eventful one in our history, the success of our Western
wheat cropand the development of our mineral and agricul-
tural resources warrants the future of Port Arthur and the
prospects for the ensuing year are more promising than
ever, ]

T have the honor to be, goutlemen,
Your obedient servant,
THOS. MARKS,
Port Arthur, Ont., PRESIDENT.
January 26th, 1888,
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