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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

e Wednesda_y, Srd: Febmry 1880. o

Resolved, That the Petmon of William Lampfon, be. referred
toa Cmmmttee of five Members, to examine thie contents' theteof
‘and to report thereon with dll- convenient fpeed, with- powerta.,
sénd for perfons, papers and reeords. ,

kS ' “ )
. . ‘Ordered,- -That Mr.. Neilfon, Mr Duval, Mr Laternere, Mr. L
'V"ge& auer. Tremam do co:ﬂpoﬁe the faid Comxgttee. c "

: ,;\ . Attest.
R (Svgned) W B LIND%?I‘:Y {I"‘
- _ A y

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,

. COMMIT‘ITEE Room.
TR
) R "
In Commxtte on the Petmon of leham Lamp(bn. S o

& Pmsm:r .-Meﬁi-s Neﬂfon, V‘ger, Latemére, Tremam and
uval. LT .

“: M, Nenlfon called fo ‘thié Chaxr. DRI T
Read the Order of Reference and the Petition.

Mr: Neilfon moved that Mr. Lampfon be called before the
Comtmttee to-morrow at ten o’Clack.

* . -

‘The Committee divided :
" Yeas 8
Nays 2
... Adjourned till tosmorrow-at ten o'Clock, A. M.

" Friday -

Taesday, oth Feby: 1sso. N
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) Frzday, 12h ﬁebraary 1830‘
Pnnsm'r .-Meﬁ'rs Nedﬁm, Viger, La:éthere and Duval
NS ‘, Mr. NexlfonmtheChaxr. o :_‘ T ’

4

, M Wilham Lampfon was called in and exammed. O

Q You are the prefent Teniant of the King's Poﬁs oni the; )
-North Shore below Quebec ? )
. A: Yes3 Ihad the léafe from Mr., McDouzll 1 have a tanf

“for of the original leafe to'the late Mr.. Goudxe who transferreé "‘;
to Mr. McUouall and others, . - .

. Q I—Iave you ever been recogmfed by govemment as the‘ '
‘ Leﬁ'ee 7
. A, Yes; they have. receured the rent ﬁ'om me for the la{t two
yeax:s at tweIVe hundred Pounds pex: apnum..

Q. You complzm of i m;nnes dofie yun as Leﬂ'ee under the au-

" thority of the Leglﬂa‘:m'e and the - Government, what are tl;ey 2.
Al Icomplam, . ) -

le? That a_light Honfe i erected w:thxn the hxmts of my\ N

- Léafe ‘

. 29° That ‘the Perfons employed or refortmg to the plaoe for -
etecting the Lxght-Houfe, trade with the, Indxans in contravenuon
to.my-exclufive privilege. -

., 3% That the'dangers to thé trade occaﬁoned by the refort-of

_ thefe perfons to the faid place, has actually compelled me to empldy -

" an- additional Pe:fon to watch them, at the rate of. oue hunére
Pounds per annuni. .

Q ‘Have you. detected any of them ? ]
A. We mifled fome Furs Iaft fummer and fall, but no mdm-*
dmﬂ has been detected in that neighbourhood ; they have a pre-
text to hover thereabout, being employed-at the L1ght—Houfe,

© . and: bexng there they feel themfelves protected. ‘

' Q. You fiate in ‘e P'etmon that you have {uﬁ'ered in your
: ¢2c'fuﬁve right of - ﬁﬁ:m , by the feals bemg driven ﬁ*om C;% des -
: onts
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.- ‘Moats, bv the prefence of people employed about the nght-Houi'e, ' ,

i$ that the cale?
A. The feal fishing i is-during the winter Teafon, and 16 winter

\ has intervened fince the: -people were- ‘employed about: the Lxght— B

Houfe I fpoke of the injury that I wtlk fuﬂ’er.

Q Upon what grounds "do."you fuppofe that you, ‘will fuﬂ"cr
" fuch injury

"A. I know that the erection of a - Lxght-houfe will - ennrely de-

‘ troy the' Seal’ Flshma‘ there.

" 1
H

Q Why wﬂl it’ deﬁroy xt> R

‘A. Thefe animals will not frcquen: any place where d:er:e ‘ )

T fmoke or buﬂdmgs erected

Q What has been the, annual proﬁt of :he Seal FlSl’)lng
_ there?

A 1 thmk I may fafe‘y fay Tbree hun&red pounds.

, Q Is'xt probable if the Seals are dr:Ven from Cape des Mcms
. they will not' refort to ﬁ)me other places w;tbm your excluﬁve o

privilege ?

A. It isnot at a!l probable : there is not' wubm our lumts-

_ anothier place which-is convenient for the refort of Seals ;. we

" have another place ta which the Seals refort, about fotty leagues o
. above Cape des Monts 3 thefe two places are the.on! y ongs ; they .
are pointsof rocks where the ice breaks off everytide, and leave, o

' the shore naked for the Seals to come our and {un tlkemfelves

’ \‘Q And are the_re o other fuch pomtc where the Seals re('ort e
* . within_ydur limizs ? - )

A. -None that 1 am aware of nor do Iknow ofany ﬁshmg for

R %eals being | a&abhshed in any other part thhm the ‘King’s .
» Pofts, -+ - . . )

,,_ [ . . ..

Q Have you any other complamts 0a the fubject of the erec- c

© tion of the Light-houfe. -

A. Yesy the great liability that rherexs of the people empioved '

“there fettmg fire to the woods' whien ‘employed -in. cutting and -

‘bringing:timber and fire-wood. Sothe years ago a fire occasioned

" "'by- perfons frequenting near the’ Seven Iflands, fpread over about
a hundréd leagués of country, dentroy‘ng all rimber and the wild
animals,. where skms form a prmc:pal article of ‘the traffic for
. * which

, e e s, T -

2
b
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wfneh Ihold a leai‘e 'I‘he Indxans have expreﬁ'ed to me per~ .

. fonally their apprehenﬁuns that. the introduction of ‘other whites -
.. will injure their huntiog' grounds. ‘They have told me since thé
-commencemeut of the erection of the Light-honfé,- dnd that after

.., delibération in council, that- fecing .other whites could remain

within the limits of my leafe, thiey felt that they were no longer

_ " held to' an, exclufive trafde Wlth me, "

Q. What is the capxtal actually emp oyed by you in the buﬁneﬁ

of the King’s Povts ?

A. About forty thoufand Pounds

P

Q How many hands do you" emplov in :ﬁe fummer feafon.
. Aboist two’ huudred and fixty, In the winter from fixty to

R feventy, b

Q How many Veﬁ"e s d . )
'I‘hree Schooners and abom: twenty ﬂve or thlrty Boats. o

Q Inw h'!hs thc ‘capital mvc<ted> -

A. Veflels, boats, canoes, crafts, fifhing apparatus, kettles,
furniture and goods for the Indian-trade for which there are ten
Stores within the limits 3 viz: Seven Iflands, River Merfey, Gou=
debout, Jérémie, Tadoufac, Chicoutimi, Chepthaw, I.ake St.
John, Aflouapmoufoin, Ou.aguat[huan.

-Q. What number of Indians do you fuppofe there are in the
who'e territory within the limirs of the Pofts ?

A. I fhould think probabiy between twe've or fiftcen hundred
fou's,

Q. Have youapp'ied to the Gouvernment on the alledged in-
jury fuftained or hikely to be fuftained by youin confequence of
the erection of the Light-Houfe ?

A. I have, in 2 memorial to the Governor ; I objected to the
erection of the Light-Houfe within the lxmm of my leafe; he
fubmitted it to the Attorney Gencnl whofe opinion was trani-
mitted 1o me in writing. I again memorialized the Governor
to allow me to bui'd and light the Light-Houfe during my leafe ;
offering to do it at five per cent I than the offer which mlth: be
made by any other perfons, this was referred to the Trinity
Houfe ; the anfiver was that they could not accede to my
propofal.

Have



Q Have you ever taken legal advxce asto your ‘recourse against
Govemment o

‘A. Never; my own opmxon was thatl had no recburfe, but by peti-
txon to the Legxslature 3.and’ the uﬁxal approbanon was obtained
from the Governor.

Q. Will. you gwe in copies of the Proclamatxon yoia refer toin
.your petition, with the copies of .your leale; 'your memorial and
letterto His Excellency the Govemor, and the answersyou receive
ed, and from the Trinity Board 7, .
. YesyI'now deliver them.. .
Adjourned to the ¢all of ’he cham )

Saturday, 15”: Februar 1y, 1830,
- PRESENT ——Meﬂi's. Neilfon, Duval and nger
"Mr. Neilfonin the Chair.

Mr. Francois Bélanger, of St. Thomas, Tanner, appeared before
the Committee and was examined :

Q. Have you frequented for a long while the King's Pofts, be-
low Quebec ?
A. 1 have lived there twenty feven years.

Q. Did you trade with the Indians ?
A. Yes, I was a Clerk to the Company, at firft for Mr, Peter
Stewart, and afterwards for the North We(t Company.

Q. Did you ferve asa Clerk in different parts of the Pofts ?
A. No, I have been only at the Poft Goudebout, two lcagues
this fide of Cap des Monts, I left there four years ago.

Q. Have you any bufinefs or intereft in the Post now ?
A. Noneat all

Q. You have no intereft wuh Mr. Lampfon ?
A. Nonc.
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bout ?. .
A. The trade thhthe Indxans. c

- Q Dxd A great manv Indmns refort thxther. .
B, Sometimes about thu-ry famxlxes. : .

. Q. Was there a feal Imur.mg takmg ?lace at Cape dés Monts 9
- »A. Yes. 0.0 , PR

' 'Q What quanmy of oit was’ made in the courfe oi one 3ear ?'.
:From ﬁfty to fixty hogsheads S R

A
i Q What| price wasthat Oxl ﬁvld there ¥
CoAL F rom _thirty! to ﬁxty Doﬂars a hog{head, varying yearly. -

Q. WVhat proﬁt was a&'orded by that Oil ¥

‘A. We bought it frour theé Indiins, we paid firft one fhlllmg for
' 2 meafure of two gallons, and a half ;. twenty-five of thofe meafures

filled a_hogthead, and befides that; we fupplied the-Indians with

prouﬁons, drmkmg and 1mplements ag long as the huntmg__

lzﬂ:ed

Q 'How long dxd the huntmg la& >

“AL It began n the’ Fall abonrtbe momh of t)ctober, and ceafed o~

ln' 3prll uN,

Q How many people werg. emp!oyed i it 7

- A. Twenty five families, conﬁ(’tmg each of three or four mdz- L.

vxduals. !‘.lh NM%_,‘,/, .

! Q What do’ you, ik was fhe va.ue of what you gave them
' each day withdur. getting paid: for'?-

' A. About one fhxllmg adzy each mdmdual, and often morg . .

—ﬁxan that.

Q Do you beheve tlnt the erection of aL:ght Houi'e at Cap S

des Monts would be injurious to that hunting
A. Ido. . ..

Q Is it true that fire and fmoke drive the '*‘-eals from the place . :

.. they frequent ?
A, Yes, aﬁ'uredly, it-is a . remark made by xhe Indians, who;

- ereét

- .
LL)

Q What kmd of trade was camed on ehen at the l’ost Gonde- -

S
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. erect then' huts three or four ‘acres m the interior of the woods, f'o‘

5 thattheir fire may not be feen .bythe feals; the ‘Tndians hunt, - )

them only by day]xght in order that the ﬂaﬁx of thexr gu-:s be not -
feen by. the feals. AT

Q Are there feveral pIaces in the ng’s Posts reforted to byr L.
Seats ‘50 as to afford an ‘oppartunity of hunting them ?* - -
- A There are three places, but that at Cape. des Momts is the ’
beﬁ, the.other places are the feven Iflands and Bon Désir, each of
the two'laft, places: may ‘produce .about half the qnanmy “of ol

+ made’at Cape.des Monts. . Formerly.Bon Désir was as importaat -
-as' Cape des Monts, but it -has. decreafed by bemg fo much fre- x
quented by Pilot Boats, S )

.75 Q. Do you thmk that the Indians wxll be mclxned to’ refom to -
the Light Houfe at Cape des Monts, to trade with the perfons em- .
ploye& there? - -

. A..Yes; they wou]& be very g‘rad ‘of the occaﬁan, they ire ever
mdebted, and are. very anxxous to trade with people to whom they
owe nothing. - , , JYR '

Q Isit-an ab{olute neceﬂity ‘that advances be ;nade to the .
Indxans to enable therp to go'a hunting# . . . e
N A Yes, otherwxfe they wop!d not be ablg to go, T
Q Theyaﬂe very poor thens DU LT
_ .« A. They are ever in debt ; however’ they are szays well pro- :

vxded vhth ‘the neceﬁ'arxes of Ixfe by tneans of thofe advances. o

g, Snppofe the trade th the Indxanar wweré to ‘become ﬁ'ee -
for every body; what do you think would be the refult ? . B

" A, T think they would be annihilated ina fhort time ; the thing -
Imppened in the Pofts of Labrador, every body went there, .
liquors were given to the Indians and they perithed, and the few
who remained have all come to the ng 5 Poﬁs ;

. Q. ‘How many Indxans do you thmk there are.now, at the ’

ng’s Pofts?™- ° - i
.-A.. Lcanfiot say ;. I thmk there are at mof’c one thoufand or T
twelve hundned of them. . : . e

L ﬁq.f What kind of people are. thofe Indims? .
A They are uncommonly good people, and generally’ honeﬁ,
. buc ;

,,,,,

P
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but they are anxtous to trade Wxth every body and are eaﬁly de-

- N o T
- K !
10
\ o P . . - =~

* cexved

-
N

Q Are they xnchned to dmnkenne&” R -
- A Yes, whenevet they can procure lxquors* thete are fome

exceptxorm

0 From the knowledge you have of the Indxans and the Poﬁsf, .
do you “think that if you were the Leflée of .the- Poﬁs, the erec- .

- :tion 'of a Light Houfeat Cape des Monts would be mjurmus to,

yourintereft? - )
> A. At the time I lived there I wounld not hava had one in iy

neighbourhood for two hundred pounds, for I am sware thzt I
ih ould have loft more than that fum. PR ‘

Adjourned tothe call of the Chair.. = . a CL e

.

f
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. Tuesday, 16tk February, 1830, "'
Ppssnu'r .-»Mcﬁ'rs. Neilfon, Viger, and Duval SO . N
Mr Nexifon in the Chair. -~ ’ L
Davxd Stewart, Efquxre, was cailed in and examined :

Q It~ is underﬁoad that you have long ref ded in the Country

: included in the fimits of the " Leflee of the King’s Pofts, and have

- been acquainted: with-the nature of the trade carried onthere ?
«A. Irefided therefix years ; I had the charge of the trade dur-

L ﬂ' mo-tbe two firfl 3 yeats.

Q Are you of opinion thatthe. erection of a . Light Hoofe'at |
Pomt des "Monts, would. bei m_;unous o theftrade camed on'by the g
Leﬁ'ee ? .

‘AL Yes, n feveral ways.

Q In ‘what particular ways ? ’

- A. Firft ; Point des Monts isin the refort of the Indians for
hummg Seals during part of the fummer feafon, and the Seals are
- of that nature that their {cent is equally acute with'that of Deer,

and by there being an eftablishment they will leave that refort.

Q.
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Q Would not they go o i'ome othex‘ place wzthm the hmxts of ‘
) the Poft 2~ ‘
A They might, but the Indnans would not go after them. I
' x,would willifigly engage to light the Lxght Houfe as completely as ..
- ahy other.in the.-River fornothing,’ merely .on’ account of the

chance that I would have ‘of trading with the Indians, who will- ~

very generally refort there in. tonfequence of the eﬂ;abhﬂament. g

Q If the leafe of the ng’s Pofts'were fiow to be iold, how,

"much lefs wonld yo ‘give farit in confeyuence of the Lnght Houi'e o
. bemg eﬁabh:{hed at Point.- des Monts ? - o
. A, I'would give ﬁVe hundred Pounds Ieﬁ for it 2N ‘
CQ Would thers be nopofﬁbxhty of preventmgthe perfons re-_~ "
" forting to the. Light Houfe from trading with the Indians 7. ‘

" A. T think not ; i would be haunt for pilots and a prefexr. '
for hovering near the coaft there for all manner of perfons: The
Indians from mere cuoriofity and expectation” of rum, ‘will refort °
| the&e and negle& thexr huntmg, which will be alfo a lofs to the
» Le ee,

H

ERR R " . rm'a s 19th Febmarz/ lsso

Par-:ssm' --—Meﬁi-s» V:ger, Duval Nexlfon, Latemere, and,". A
. Trema;m\ . , 2

s v N -3

Mr. Ne;tfon m xhe Chaxr. : S 3
The‘ Chmrman prépofed the- followmg Repm, P e

i Yom' Committee- havmg conﬁdered the allegations of the Pe-
. titioner and the’ evxdende, -and the opinion given by Mr. Belanger
and, David ‘Stewart, Efquire, two. disinterefted gentlemen examiri=
‘ed before your Commmtec, ard well acquainted with the King’s
Polts, the character. of ‘the Indians and the nature of the.trade
. cafried on with them, are of opxmon : N
rre, That i mjury has alteady refulted to. the Petmoner as.
Leﬁ'ee to the!King’s Posts, in confequenice of the commencement
of the srection of a Light Houfe at Pointe des Monts.

That
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That the erect:ort o£ the: faid Light Houfe. will heteafter be fe—v
- t;ouﬂy injurious. to thé intereftof the Leﬁ'ee, durmg the tontmu. .-
_ ance of hxs excluﬁve prmlege g .
Your Commntee cani have no doubt of the right of the Sovereign. |
and the Leglslature to. erect Light Houfes whereveritmaybetound.
c neceﬁkry, but they conceivé that if any injury is occaficned there~
<. bytoan individul holding “rights previously guaranteed by the -
* government, that individual is equitably entitled to have his cafe
“conﬁdered with-a vxew to allowmg him a fuitab'e indemnity, -

The excluﬁve trade of the King’s Pofts has been. let out by the " -
Government of Canada from the time of the firft fettlement down |,
' to the prefent. day, and the erecfion of Light Houlcs _within the. :
.. limits couldhardly be co:rtemplated when the, Petmonev purcha(‘ed ‘
the leafe, . L. . 8

How far the exc! uﬁon of the trade and mduﬁry of Hxs Ma- K
jefty s fubjects from the vaft extent of coaft-and territory mciudecl.
in the faid leafe is expedient or lawful, your Committee” does not
conceive themfelves called ‘uponto give an oplmon. :

. ¥our Cormitree would recommiend ‘that the clalms o}‘ the Pe-

) Jmm'ner should’ be fubmitted to ‘two arbitrators to.be. named, one

by himfelf and oneby theGovemor, with power to calt in a third,
“with a view to afcertain the real éxtent of.the injury -to- ‘the, Pet'~
. txoner and the amount of an eqmtable mdemmty,
. Your committee. concexvs however that the moft advantageous
.. arrangement for the Provincé, would be one whereby the Leflee
* should relinquish - ‘his. leafe which., will ‘expire in the year 1842,
. with a view of throwing open the Terrxtory to.the trade &mduﬁry
;of all His Majefly’s fubjects. .

And the quefiion being put, the Compmittee dmded s
" Yeas s .

_ ; Nays 2 - ’

Ordered, That the Chazrman leave the Chau- & report. )

‘ ‘ ' AH whxchts neverthelefs humblyfubmxtted

vt AT 1. NEILSON’
e T CREE T Chaxrmau.



