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THI: MISSIONARY MEETINGS OF 1867-8.
We publish on another page the first list of missionary meetings for the

coming season, and will take the opportunity to offer a few suggestions in
refation to these appointments.

So far as we ure aware, there does not exist, in the Congregational Churches
out of Canada, an organisation a. all approaching to our own, in its volun-
tariness and completencss, for obtaining contributions for home missions. In
the United States, an agent or secretary is usually appointed, at s salary, for
-each State, to superintend both the missionary work and financial collections.
In England, county associations attend to the missions within their bounds,
‘but collecting is left very much to the zeal of the several pastors, stimulated
by special appeals at the association meetings. The amounts heretofore given
tave generally been wretchedly small, but under the stirring appeals and
‘encouraging liberality of the treasurer and seccretary of the general ome
Missionary Socicty, bave lately increased considerably. But a yearly visit to
-every Chureh, large and small, independent or aid-receiving—almost to every
station—Dby deputations consisting of the pastors of the district, with the
occasional valued help of a lay brother, familiar enough on this field in other

“‘bodies, is & new thing under the sun in Congregationalism.

There are two ways of looking at this matter, “as you view it.”” In one
aspect it seems too bad that these contributions should need so much plead-
ing for and going after. Christian liberality ought to come forth spon-
'taneously. There ought to be a regular setting-apart for religions and bene-
volent objects, an intelligent distribution of the amount among the several
causes, and punctual payment at regular seasons without solicitation. The

- dinning and diplomacy that are often resorted to, and said to be necessary,
10 seure charitable contributions, are so degrading to a cause that bears our
‘great Master’s name, that we are sometimes tempted to fly off to the other

~extreme. The success of George Miiller's Orphan Houses in Bristol, by

“whom over a million pounds have been received without direct application to
asingle donor, daily wants being laid in faith befere God in prayer, is cer-
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tainly surprising. Yet that instance does not prove so much as many thiok,
for the publication of the annual reports of the movement in an éindirect
appeal for aid. So long as the eighth and ninth chapters of Paul’s second
epistle to the Corinthians stand in the Bible, we shall feel that we are on
scriptural ground when we set forth the claims of a benevolent object, and
use every honest argument to support it, not shrinking to use, if we may,
the wisdom of the serpent as well as the harmlessness of the dove. The
Apostle, iv the pussage referred to, appeals to some things in buman nature
that are not the highest. But the ideal of Christian giving—the point
which we should ever be aiming to reach—is where the intelligence and
generosity of the giver outrun the appeal, and gifts are ¢ ready beforehand,
as a matter of bounty.”” It is saddening to think, that unless deputations
and collectors go their rounds, a great part of our missionary funds would
not be forthcoming ; not that gifts are extorted, but that there is a certain
indifference about the matter, which will not offer, though it may not refuse.
Would not a richer blessing come down on our missions, if the tithes were
brought into the storehouse ?

This is one aspect of the matter; but there is a brighter one. We attach
a high value to these annual services, as opportunities for fellowship and
meaus of grace. “Paul said to Barnabas, ¢Let us go again and visit our
brethren in every city where we have preached the word of the Lord, aund
sec how they do.’......And he went through Syria and Cilicia, confirming
the Churches.”” (Acts xv. 36, 41.) The association on these journeys of
isolated pastors, the exchange of domestic hospitalities, the pleasurcs and the
perils of the way, all form a healthy variation from the monotony of daily
life. ¢ As iron sharpeneth iron, so the countenance of a man his fricod”
Many a knotty question has been solved, many a trouble easzd by sympathy,
and many an impulse imparted to & right endeavour, as we have travelled
together on this good errand. Fer our own part, we will testify, that we
have always come home refreshed in spirit, with a livelier sense of brother
hood, and a deeper couvict’.m of the solid value of the work which our mis
sionarics are doing. No small measure of that more than common degree of
brotherly affection which prevails among us, may be traced to these joint
services, year by year. But there is room for a much faller development of
the same benefit. .

It is matter for congratulation, that the general tone of our missionary
meetings is worthy of the cause for which they are held. They are instruc-
tive, spiritual and grave. ¢ Jesting and foolish talking are not convenient”
Sometimes they-have been-occasions on which the deepest spiritual impressions
have been produced, and sonls converted to God ! Should not this be the
mark always aimed at—to revive the living, to quicken the dead? It s
worth some previous thought and pains, to presemt the cause in a mapuer
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befitting its importance, and likely to secure the end in view. The subjeets
of address appropriate to a missionary meeting are numerous and diversified,
covering o wide range of fact and principle. 'We have lately heard the sug-
gestion, and value it highly, that it would be most natural and interesting to
present on these occasions, the missionary work of the Congregational body
at large, in England and America, on the home and the foreign fields.
These are the only denominational missionavy meetings which our Churches
hold, and it is right to make them complete in their scope. They are capa-
ble of a vast educational influence.

We have often thrown out the hint, and to some extent it has been acted
on, that these anuual visits can be utilised as opportunities for communication
between the Society and the missionary churches, where anything has to be
said by either party to the other. The deputations may often do a uscful
service by conferring with a Church or its officers in a friendly spirit upon
their condition and affairs.

We wust not fail to call attention to the fact, that the pastors of our
Churches, with scarce an exception, are found so ready to undertake this
service every season. It ie honourable to their brotherly spirit and their
missionary zeal. We trust that the meetings of the coming winter will be
larger, more interesting, instructive and awakening, and more promotive of
liberality, labour and prayer, than those of any previous year.

One more word—Tlet us not fail to have prow pt and complete reports of
every meeting for the magazine.

A NEW-YEAR'S SUGGESTION.

The volume of the CANADIAN INDEPENDENT begins with the month of
July every year, but new subscribers are received at any tie., their sub
seriptions dating from the perind of remittance, or from the beginning of the
volume, in which case back numbers are supplied. Next month the second
half-year of our fourteenth volume begins, It is the beginning of the
calendar year also. Shall we not receive a long list of new names? Will
not canvassers, intending to go to work ¢ sometime,” do it now? Fifty cents
will secure the magazine till June, and a six month’s trial is a good introduc.
tion to future acquaintance. 'We must also reraind some that this is a good
time to pay what was due half a year ago, perhaps long before.

Q. What shall a teacher do when one young.man is continually talking and
laughing with the other members of the class ?

A.  Wait patiently, until that young man becomes quiet. 'He~will not continue
the contest long if the téacher patiently wails.
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CANADA IN THE ENGLISIT PRESS.

The Suturday Review recently pointed out a singular phenomenon in the
representation of the Colonies in the English newspapers,—namely, that, while
the Z%mes and other journals have their Own Correspondents in the Australian
Colonies, and allow ample space to the parlinmentary debites and cabinet
changes occwrring in that quarter of the world,—the older and more populous
Deminion of Canada is being allowed to enter upon its new existence, and
to develope its new and singular constitution, “ unchronicled, unsung.” i
true, ’tis pity; pity ’tis, ’tis true”” DBut why? Has the gold of Australia
dazzled and fascinated the eyes of Englishmen, so that they ean look no other-
whither ?  Or, does the fact that nearly every one there has gone from Eng.
land within a single gencration, make them more anxious to be heard “at
home,” and the “old folks at home’ more anxious to hear from them ? Qr,
does the feeling that it is the “ manifest destiny”’ of British North Awerica
to be swallowed up by the United States, make our British friends indifferent
as to what becomes of us meanwhile?

We call attention to the matter for the purpose of remarking that the same
difference is observable in respect to ecclesiastical matters, at all events so far
as Congregationalists are concerned. Iach of the Australian Colonies sup.
plies a correspondent to the English Independent, and not a month passes
without the publication of several letters, narrating politicul transactions, the
state of business, and church proccedings. The latter are deseribed with con-
siderable minuteness, even to tea-meetings, church annual reports, ete., ete
—But very little of this kind of matter appears from Canada. True, ther
is a correspondent in Quebec and one in Ontario, but their letters are it
angels’ visits, few and far between”” Not a word appears from the other
provinces. The English Independent gives usa good word now aud then
for our “ News of the Churches,”” but does not copy the items, never so e
densedly. And thus we remain unknown.

Has not this silence had 2 good deal to do with that misunderstanding «f
Canada, which has vexed us for so many years? We call upon all coneerned
to meud their ways for the future, and to let this rising Dominion, which i
fast becoming knit into national maturity, be spoken for in a way that shall
be worthy of her.

THE BAPTISM OF THE SPIRIT, THE TRUE BAPTISM.

Believers in the Lord Jesus Christ are distinet from the world, are actuated
by different motives, and have different aims, hopes, joys, and sorrows. lher
can bé no real fellowship between them and the openly wicked. ¢ Can tm
walk together except they be agreed?”” * What fellowship hath light with
darkness?” True believers are the body of Christ ; He Himself is the Head,
and the blessed Spiritis the all pervading soul, that which constitutes the
spiritual life of the body. The body of Christ is one; one with Him and it
members one with cach other. This unity is real, not necessarily denomir
ational and apperent; differences of education, reading, study, and ecircun-
stances, will result in different modes of thought, and produce variety I
what is merely outward and circumstantial, without affecting what is real aud
essential. .

The unity of the church is not a dead uniformity. Such a state of "things
would be anomalous. Variety is the law of the uaiverse, and can exist I
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the church without conflicting with a uniiy founded in love, sympathy,
cooperation and singlencss of aim. The Lord’s people have one Lord,—that
is Christ; one Faith,—belief in Him ; one Baptism,—the baptiam of the
Spirit. ¢ For by one Spirit we ave'all baptised unto one hody.” ¢ There is
one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling.”
Christians thén are made members of the one body by baptism, but not by
water baptism. Water baptism is an appointed rite, but it is only a rite. 1t
i3 not real baptism, but the picture of it; just as the slain lamb offered upon
the Jewish altars was not the real sacrifice for sin, but a type that symbolized
it; just as the bread and wine in the Lord’s supper, are not the Lord’s body,
but emblems by which it is set forth. As partaking of the Lord’s supper is
not really feeding on Christ, but a significant rite by which a spiritual act is
represented ; so water baptism represents purification, but it does not purify.
It is a rite or outward sign to set forth an inward cleansing.

Water baptism is inferior to the true baptism+ “Iindeed baptise you with
water,” said John ; *but He (Christ) shall baptise you with the Holy Ghost
and with fire””  The outward act of feeding on the emblems in the Lord's
Supper, does not make us Christ’s, but feeding by faith on the dear Redeemer
Himself. So water baptism cannot of itself unite one soul to Christ. Iu
makes no man better, purer holier, however the rite is performed. What
the individual is before he observed the rite, that he is afterward. This is
true, whether much or little water be used; whether the subject be plunged,
or soaked, or washed, or serubbed, or sprinkled, or the water be poured ou
him. The water does not change him, or make his heart clean : it is a symbol
of cleansing, nothing more. The real baptism that cleanses and makes the
Lord’s people one by uniting to the one body, is the baptism of the one
Spirit, by which ¢ we are all baptized into one body.”

Baptism is not a word employed to denote a mode, but the designation of
a christian rite setting forth a spiritual influence. We are not plunged into
one body, nor dipped into one body, nor sprinkled into one body, nor poured
into one body, but baptised into one body, that is, made one with the body
by the purifring influences of the Spirit. Seriptural baptism is not plunging,
nor sprinkling, nor dipping. nor pouring, but it may be symbolised by the use
of water in any of these ways. It matters little how we employ the symbol,
but it watters a great deal what we mean by its employment. There are
divers modes of symbolizing the one baptism. The important thing in
baptism is not a mode, but a meaning ; a setting forth of the influences of
the Holy Spirit.

Some may think it important that the type should correspond to the thing
typified; if so, we should prefer the Bible to the lexicon for deciding how it
should be made to do so. If the outward rite of water baptism should corres-
pond with the spiritual grace which it symbolizes—we do not aver that it
wust,—then let us consider carefully what the Bible teaches us about the
matter. All the cleansings by blood were typified by sprinklings. The
sprinkling of blood or water by the priest’s finger ora bunch of hyssop was a1
the law required. All the prophetic allusions to the influence of the Spirit,
intinate that they were bestowed by effusion. Thus, “I will pour water upon
him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground ; I will pour My Spirit
upon thy seed, and My blessing upon thine offspring. Then will I sprinkie
clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean : from all your filthiness, and from
all your idols, will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I give you, and a new
epirit will I put within you,” &e. ¢ And it shall come to pass afterward,
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that 1 will pour wy spivit upen all flesh; and your sons and your daughters
shall prophecy, your old men shall dream dreaws, your young men shail see
visions : and also upon the servants and upon the bandmaids in those days
will 1 porr out wy spirit.”” ¢ So shall he sprinkle many nations.”  Xven so,
the New Testament wrifers tell us the Ioly Ghest was ¢ poured out.”  See
espeeially the tenth and eleventh chapters of Aets, * And he U on all them
that heard the word.” His influences were “shed forth” in fulfilment of the
promise. ¢ He came on them.” When Peter began to speak, ““the Ioly
Ghost fell on them : then he remembered the word of the Lord, how that Ie
said, John judeed baptized with water, but ye shall be baptized with the Holy
(thost.”’

The only mode then, referred to in the seriptures, with respaet to the bap-
tism of the {Toly Ghost, Is that of ¢ poaring,’” ¢ falling upon them,” or being
«shed forth,” Those who follow the divine wodel in water baptiem, and
wake the symbol correspond with that which is intended to represent, will
pour ov sprinkle the water, in baptism, on these in respect to whow the shed-
ding forth of divine influcnees is. symbolized. It is, however, unwise to con-
tend for a wode, sinee it is the meaning which we attach fo the rite that
constitutes its value, and not the manner of its administration. 1If any man
think otherwise, then, there are but the modes meutioned above referred to
in the Bible, pouring, sprinkling, shedding forth, when the baptism of the
Holy Spirit is referred to.

The baptism of the Iloly Ghost is theshedding forth of His holy influences
upon us, whereby we are purified, sanctified, instrueted. When we receire
those influences, we are * baptized into one body,” whether the outward sym-
bol has been applied or not.  All who have the spirit of Christ, whether Jew
ar Greek, bond or free, whether they have submitted to the outward rite or
not, are wembers of Christ and of the “one body;” but “if any man have
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of Ifis.”

Any form of administering the outward rite which effects exclusivenes.
which breaks up the communion of the body of Christ, which separates the
Lord’s people, should not be regarded as christian baptism : since it isun-
doing what the Spirit of God bas done, and making a schism in the body
made one by the baptism of the Spirit. All believers are baptized by one
Spirit into one body, or communion. When water baptism is made to conflict
with the Spirit’s work, and to bring christians out of communion with one
another and the body of Christ. into a separate and eonclusive commiunion:
then it loses its christian character, being opposite in its tendency to the b
tism of the Spirit which makes all believers one. W. IL A

Paris, Ontario, Sept. 3rd, 1867.

MATERIALS FOR OUR CHURCH HISTORY.—No. VIIL
REV. ANDREW REED, D.D., AND TORONTO.

Mention has already been made, in Dr. Wilkes’ interesting recollection.
of the visit of Drs. Reed and Matheson to the Uuited States and Canadz 0
1834. (C. I for June, 1867, pp. 478-481,) The Memoir of Dr. Red,
which we have lately had thé opportunity of reading, supplies a lick in the
story of those early movements, which is worth preserviag, though a chaplt
of the history that might have been, rather than of that which was. Th
following extract will be read with interest. It is from the octavo edition of
the Memoir, pp. 276-279.
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Not long after the formation of the Colonial Society, an urgent applieation
came for an experienced minister in the important city of Toronto.  Dr. Reed
was very anxious about this vacaney. ¢It has been put,” he writes, ¢ to
several winisters ; but no one is found.” And while ke was recording the
fact, the invitation to go was on its way to his own hand. The honoured
names of Biuney, Morison, Vaughan, T. James, Tidman and Palmer, are
attached to the document which thus unexpectedly clnimed his consideration.
After n very natural reference to the missionary speech already mentioned
(in which Dr. Reed had said that he was prepared to go upon a foreign mission,
if his brethren so advised him) the address proceeds :—

# Personally, it would be with no little regret that we should witness your
departure from this country. We have a high regard for you, and greatly ap-
preciate your services, as o speaker and & writer, both to Christianity and to
Dissent.  We know the importance of the station you occupy, the largeness of
your church, the love of your people, the ties which bind you to institutions of
estensive usefulness, to have originated which, and to remain connected with
thein, must be admitted to be an object of pardonable ambitien. * * * * W
want & man whose high and established reputation shall make his appearance in

loronty weleomed by the people as that of an angel; whose talents shall secure

attention ; whose character shall command respect ; whose pieiy shall win love;
whose judgment shall eall forth confidence ; and whose powers to originate mea-
eures for guiding and governing other minds ehall capacitate him for combining
the moral onergies of the city and the provinee committed to his cultivation.
Mureover, we want a man whose departure from his present sphere shall be of a
character 80 new and impressive in the history of our churches, as to draw all
eyes, and produce a new order of feeling among ministers themselves, and thus
do more to advance the cauge of Christ than might otherwise be accomplished in o
century.”  *‘ Be assured. dear brother,” they conelude, * that we have spoken
rothing but the words of truth and soberness, although you may shrink from them
by imagining that we estimato too highly the effects that would flow, on buth
sides the Atlantic, from the consecration of your emergies to the cause of Christ
in the city of Toronto.”

On the receipt of this most honourable and weighty application, Lr. Reed
felt that his duty was plain. He immediately submitted it te Mr. Collison
(Tutor in Hackney Theological Seminary) who, somewhat reluctantly, called
a committec in reference to it; Dr. Reed having prepared the needful ma-
terials for judgment. ¢ The decision of this committee,” he remarks, ¢ is
certainly of great moment to me and wine ; but I can leave it with calinpess
in the hands of Providence,and would devoutly pray, not for any given issue,
but for a »iyht issue.”  This committee met in February, 1837, and came to
the following conclusion :—That, after carefully considering the whole case,
they could not commit themselves to the responsibility of recommending Dr.
Reed to comply with the request of the Colonial Committee. Their negative
rendered it almost impossible for him, as a prudent man, to go. The affuir
became very anxious and complicated. .

_“Ifound,” he writes, * that many brethren so little sympeathised with my
simple declaration of rendiness for foreign service, thet they could hardly think
it deliberate or sincere. My disposition hns been, by one ast, to convince them
of mistake and of uncharitableness; but I must not eater into temptation. My
sole reason for action must be the will of God ; and, by His grace, nothing shall
_ keep mo here if it appears my duty to go, and nothing tempt me te go if it
_ appears my duty to stay.”

The committee now proposed, as an intermediate step, that he might go
for two years, to set in order this important station. It is hardly surprising
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that he deelined this proposal, ag involving too long an absenco to bo consis.
tent with tho preservation of existing conncctions.  They then pressed him
to give his services for some nine or ten mouths, To this Dr. Reed inelined,
and agreed to submit it to his chureh, requesting Mr. Collison to preside
over tho church meeting. Tho result was considerable alarm nmongst the
members (of whom there were nearly 800 actually present) that, i their pastor
once left them on this mission, he wonld never return. Thoy pressed him
to abide with them, and to suggest other arrangoments for Canada.  Lhis
result was, in many respects, a disappointment to Dr. Reed, and involved 4
painful suspense of nearly five months duration, with some peril of division
i his congregation; yet, ho closes his remarks on the subject by saying,
“'The way of the Lord is right.  The conduct of my dear family-has heen
most grateful to me.”

Alter considerable exertion, he had the satisfuction of assisting to secure
the services of two singularly devoted men in the persons of the late My
Roaf, of Torouto, aud Dr. Wilkes, of Montreal, and says, “ T have laboured
for this as a good beginning; and it comforts me, that, if I may not go, 1
can help Canada from afar.”

1t is evident from the above, that the men who originated the Colonial
Mission, apprecinted with far-sccing sagacity the importance of having ¢ the
foundations of many generations” laid by the wisest master-builders ; and t
the great centres of provincial influence, would only send their best men
In such u spirit, also, they sent Mr. Stow to Adeclaide, and Dr. Ross t
Syduney, in Australia,

Another brief extract from Dr. Reed’s life (p. 199) shall be added.

“While in Canada, in 1834, ho had made himself acquainted with the grounds
-of discontent which showed itself everywhere in an ill-concealed hostility to the
British Government ; and when, in 1837, the news arrived in London that Canada
was in a state of rebellion, he was ready on the instant to urge tho grievances of
the Canadiang, who had never received tho redross which they were led to expect
through the commission of Lord Gosford. 1Iis evidence and opinions wero songht
by a distinguished member of the Government, Lord Glonelg ; and he correspon.
ded with some of the active politicians of the colony in reference to the demands
.put forth ot the time of the Durham Mission.”

@The Home Depurimend,

ARE THE CIIILDREN AT IIOME?

‘Each day when the glow of sunlight
Fades in the western sky,

And the wee ones, tired of playing,
Gotripping lightly by,

I stesl.away from my husband,
Asleep in his easy chair,

And watch from the open doorway
Their faces fresh and fair.

Alone in the dear old homestead
That once was full of life,

Ringing with girlish laughter.
.Echoing boyish strife,
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Wao two are waiting together;
And oft, as the shadows come,
With tremulous voice he enlls me,
“It s night! ave the children home ?”

“Yeg, love!” T answer him gently,
““I'hey're all home long ngo 3 "'
And 1 sing, in quivering treblo,
A song g0 soft and low,
Till the old man drops to slumber,
With his head upon his hand,
And [ tell to mysell the number
Home in the better land.

Home, where never n sorrow
Shall dim their eyes with tears!
Where the smile of God is on them
Through all the smmmer years!
T know t—ycl my arms are emply —
That, fondly folded seven,
And the mother-heart within me
Is alost. starved for heaven.

Sometimes, in the dusk of cvening,
I only shut my cyes,

Aund the children ave all about me,
A vision from the skics;

The babes whose dimpled fingers
Lost the way to ty breast,

And the beautiful ones, the angels,
Passed to the world of the blessed.

With never a cloud upon them,
1 sec their radiant brows ;
My boys that 1 gave to freedom,—
The red swords sealed their vows!
In o tangled Southern forest,
Twin brothers, bold and brave,
They fell, and the flag they died for,
Thank God! floats over their grave.

A breath, and the vision is lifted
Away on wings of light,

And again we two are together,
All alono in the night.

They tell me his mind is failing,
But I smile at idle fears,

e is only back with the children,
In the dear and peaceful years.

And still as the summer sunset
Fades away in the west,
And the wee ones, tired of playing,
Go trooping home to rest,
My husband calls from his corner,
“Kay, love! have the children come 2
And [ answer, with eyes uplifted,
“Yes, acar! they are all at home!”

—Atlantic Monthly. '
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[oriciNaL.]
MAGGIE’S LAST MESSAGE TO HER MOTHER.

It was a cold, dreary night, towards the close of November. The wind
was howling and sweeping in fierce, irregular gusts, threatening every mo-
ment to level to the ground a wretched and dilapidated tenement, situated
in a dark, gloomy street, in one of the worst localities of the city of R. In
a room belonging to this building, if a place presenting such a pictare of
utter misery and discomfort could be dignified by such an appellation, sat,
or rather crouched, a woman. Her face was buried in her hands, and she
scemed lost in reflections of a most painful and bitter nature.  As she raised
her head, she disclosed a countenance wearing an expression of hard, silent
grief—Ilike one upon whom some great sorrow had fallen, and who wus ren-
dered unnaturally ealm by the very intensity of the blow. There were ne
tears in her eyes, but they seemed to burn with a fierce, feverish light. She
rose from the crouching attitude which she had hitherto assumed, and draw.
ing out an old box, began carefully folding and arranging in it various little
articles of dress, which had evidently belonged to a child. It was with a
sort of deep, lingering tenderness, that she laid aside each little worn and
faded garment; for oh! with what a strange, mystic sanctity does the great
poet, Death, invest every object, however apparently trivial or insignificant,
that is associated with the memory of a loved one, who has crossed the durk
river! When she had finished folding the last article, she carried the box
to a closet that stood at the farther end of the room. No sound of <weeping
escaped her, as she consigned to their place of concealment those relics of
her lost little one.  Lost, indeed, to that poor mother, for no sweet veiee
whispered in her car those words of heavenly consolation, “Not lost, but
gane before,”” and to her there was no hope of a glorious reunion.  Mechani-
cally she took up a little well-worn bible, evidently with no expectation of
receiving either comfort or direction from its sacred teachings, but probably
in fulfilment of a promise made to her dying child. As she opened the
book, there fell from between its leaves a piece of paper. She was about
carcfully to replace it, supposing it to be one of her little Maggie’s marks,
when her attention was suddenly arrested by these words, traced in the ine-
cular characters of a child’s hand:  Mother, Jesus loves you ; won’t you
love him too, aud wmeet Mageic in heaven?” Again and again the poor
woman read those simple, childish words. There was nothing new in them.
ften and often had Maggie pleaded with her mother in those very wards:
hut now they seemed to come home to that poor mother’s heart with an irve-
sistible power, as if they were, through her child, a direet message from God
to her gailty soul. The fountain of her deep, stony griel was broken up;
the eyes, which had burned before, but refused to weep, were now straaming
in tears.

The one miscrable eandle, that had lighted her dreary room, had jong
since gone out, and the few scattered embers on the hearth had exhausted
themselves; but still she sat, heeding neither cold nor darkness, her whole
soul absorbed in the one burning desive to find the Saviour of her little Mag-
gie. During the hours of this dreary night every sin of her life seemed to
pass in dark array before her memory’s eye, and to overwhelm her soul with
the decpening thought that the love of Jesus could not embrace a siuner ¢

50 dccp a d_yc.,
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Ou the morrow, which was the Sabbath, the poor woman felt that she
could endure the burden of her guilt no lon-rex, and she resolved to go to the
house of God, where her child first learned to luve the Savivur, hopln" there
to at least hear whether hers was a case beyoud the power of Jesus’ love.
Her tears fell fast, as she put on her old thin shawl and faded bonunet, at the
remembranee of how often her little Maggie had pleaded with her to go to
the house of God, and at her own foulish and sinful remonstranee, that “<he
was not going to be looked down upon by the proud, dressed-up folks, who
went to church.” Ilow sad it is, it any fellow sinner, on entering a house
dedicated to ITis worship in whose pure eyes all are sinners, should ever feel
that he is made unwelcome on account of poverty or station in life. But
this poor woman had now no thoughts for how her personal appesrance mighs
strike any one, but with cager yet trembling steps entered the s sanctuary.
When the pre:xchcr at length gave out his text, she listened breathlessly, like
a condemned criminal at the bar of justice, waiting to hear the judge pro-
nounce his sentence; but the words of the text scemed to convey no ray of
light to her burdened despairing soul.  She felt ready to faint with the
sickness of dxcdppolntment so firmly had she expected to hear from God’s
messenger some message to her trembling heart.  The minister was just
closing “the bible when he repeated those wondrous words—so old, yet ever
new—= For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not per lah, but have ever !.\stxng life.” O,
«lorious, precious message! which, unaccompanied by the Spirit’s power, we
may listen to again and again with coldness or indifference, but when once
1lis heavenly beams have dispelled the seaies of darkness from our eyes, we
feel that of all the many great and frecivus words and promises which the
bool\ contains, it is of all “the maost precious, the glad tidings of great Joy

alost and ruined world! The prescher spoke, in a few closing words,
the boundless fulness and the glorivus freeness of the gospel provision. '1‘he
fnvitation was to ¢ whosoever,” and that ** whosoever’” embraced every living
human being on the face of the earth.  Before the close of the service, Mag-
gie’s mother was enabled to bring the whole burden of her guilt to the
Saviour, and to receive in c\ch.m:.:t, His spotless righteousness.

1t is needless to trace the history of this poor woman further; suffice it to
say. that the great aim and end of her life now was to spend and be spent in
s service, who had done so much for her.  * She loved much, for she had
keen much forgiven.”

This simple story affords much encouragement to all those who are working
fithfully for Jesus, not to be cast down, even although iu life no fruits of
their labour should’ appear.  Maggie was not permxtted to see that mother,
for whose salvation she so eamectly longed, hrought into the Saviour’s fold ;

. yet God used the last feeble message, .xhcr the litle hand that traced n
¢, was cold in death, to bring that poor sinful woman to His feet. Let us,
therefore, work chccdully on, with firm faith and sweet conﬁdence in Ilis
word, who has said that < in duc time we shall reap, if we faiut not.’

W. P.

A BYrocRITE may spin 8o fair a thread as to deceive his own eye. He may
admire the cobweb and not know himself to be the spider.

Three things to cultivate—Good Buoks, Geod Friends, Good Ilumor-
Three things to contend for—Honor, Country, Friends.
Three things to govern—"Temper, Impulse, Tongue.
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ONIE DAY 1Y A PASTOR'S LIFE.

Dr. Todd of Pittsfield, Mass., gives the readers of the Congregationalist
the fullowing account of one day in a pastor’s life.

It is Friday. 1aving been hindered all the week by extra calls, Iset apart
this day to writing a sermon, hoping to finish it before Saturduy night comes.

I rise at five o’clock. Let us sce; four letters to write betore breakfast,
and none of them on my own business. IBut postage is cheap if paperis dear.
One is to enclose twenty dollars from good Mrs. T. to the Traet Society—half
for soldiers and half for sailors in the navy. A real pleasure to write such a
letter! A second to a young man who writes me that I should sead him
five dollars, he being destitute, his home iu Maine, his father a deacon, his
mother very pious, and his minister’s nanze so and so, and he, too modest to
cull in person, and too conscientivus to work where people are wicked ! Ile
wants me to send it at once to the post-office ! I find that the man whom he
names is not the minister at that place. Does he think me a fool, or minis.
ters in general all fools?  Well, I have answered the letter, butabout the five
dollars, that is a seeret of my own. The four letters are answered, and now
breakfust and worship. I then go out to see my horse ¢ Billy,”” and examine
if he is all right. Ilardly out of the barn before I am called in - A young
mwan wants employment—bring good recommendations. I run around among
my friends without suceess. I then send him where I am sure he will get
employment.

Now for my study and sermen.  Wo, a gentleman from another town wants
to see me and ¢ talk over” about a supply for their pulpit. I mention the
best man I can and he is off at ten o’clock.  Now for the stndy. No, a man
from a distant part of the town sends me word that his child is sick, and wants
me to come and see itand the family. So ¢ Billy >’ has me help him on with
the harness, and we go and come. It is now twelve o’clock. I will have
onc hour to write! Hardly, hardly! My neighbour has a great swarm of bees
come out, and they are hanging on the tree, and won't I please come and hive
them, for he don’t know how to manage them?  Bee bonnet and gloves! I
go over, and mount the ladder, and saw the limb, and bring down the beesin
a scientific way, and get them housed in their new home. They are “beauti-
ful creatures, albeit their stings are awful. But, neighbour, why do you use
the old bux-hive, since Langstrotl's is s incomparably better?  Well, they
will do nicely now.

It is now one o’clock, and the dinner bell rings.  Can’t T eat very moder-
ately, and write this afteruoon on wy sermon - Ah, no! no! my famiiy tell
me that a young lady several miles off is to be burled at two o’clock.  She
belunged to another denvwination, but their minister is gone, and they want
me to © be sure and attend the funeral’””  Come, down with the dinner—
hurry, hurry, or I shall be tuo late ! * Billy, why did I take the harness off?
We must go ,again, Billy.”

What a funeral! A joung girl, beautiful and white as a lily, lies in that
coffin ! But what a respect paid to her ! She had been a teacher the Jast
five years—a natural teacher, who could subdue and draw all to her. Tlow
many young hearts have received impressions from her that will go down inte
the soul, and help form character ! ITow much sced hath her gentle hand
sown ! What a multitude to attend her funeral—at least ifty carriages of
one sort and another, and all the region moved, Shakers and all, to come
to her funcral.  Ilow much of character and respeet can be carned in a few
years, by a gentle, unselfish laborious spivit!  Many rise up and call her
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blessed. A beautiful flower, with the dust of carth shaken from it, aud now
transplanted to the garden of the Lord to bloom forever.

Well, I get through the services, come back, and then go up a mile north
to the cemetery, to be with thefamily when they deposit the dust there. It
is now nearly dark as I reach my home. How juded and exhausted I foel!
I wonder if other ministers get so tired and weary? We have tea and
worship, and before I have time to go into the garden, or to meditate over a
single thought, the Dbell rings for our evening meeting. I must go to that.
There will be just about fifty present—the same tried ones who are always
at our prayer-meeting.  Fvery one of that fifty will expeet me to meet them
as fresh as the morning and cheerful as hope singing at the gates of day.
They all suppose that thisis the only duty I have had to-day. How can L
be otherwise than cheerful, hopeful, instructive, and interesting, when they
cowe to receive the impress of such a spirit on theirs! Why need o town
pump ever to suck? Iow can a man who has nothing to do but be the
master of a great flock, and be at everybody’s call, ever feel weary?  Well me,
will ye?

\\')e]l, it’s half past nine in the evening! Anything more to-day? Yes.
A young minister has come in—a good felluw, (unly I wish he was a little
more 1) who wants a parish. I give him the best assistance in my power.

Now, here is the literal record of one day. Not one of the people with
whom T have labored, with the exception of Mrs. T. and her twenty dollars,
belonged to my flock! Aund I have not done one duty which I would not do,
and which I am not willing not do, cheerfully. But where, all this timne, are
my sermon and my studies? How little will my people understand, day after
to-morrow, why I can not and do not bring a sermon that is original, clear,
instructive, and impressive. They are not to blame that they can not ; bat
should they not believe that their minister dves all that he can, and honestly
intends to? I am not now speaking of my people, but of every congregation
who have a frail, imperfect man to minister to their spiritual wants.

THIE NEW BOOK.

It was a beautiful morning in carly summer; and Nelly, seated by her
chamber window, was thinking what a pleasant time she would have befure
school to read the tewpting story-book which came in the mail of the evening
hefore; but hardly had she finished the first page, when the dvor opeued, and
her mothor entered, holding in her hand her cmployment. She said, *“ Lam
satry to spoil your pleasure this morning, my child ; but if you will rua up
these scams, T think I can finish your dress to day; and it will be wy only
spare day this week.”

Her mother, laying the work on a chair, hastily left the room.

 This is just the way,” thought Nelly. ¢ It is cither work orlessons. I
never can have any time to read or tospend asIplease. And as fur the dress,
who wants a new dress? I have enough dresses; and, if I do need another,
there i« no hurry ; my white one would do one more Sabbath as well as this
barege ;> and a dark frown shaded the bright face.

Rhie happened to turn her head toward the little table by her side, and her
eves rested on the beantiful gilt-cdged and golden-clasped Bible, a preseat
from her Subbath-school teacher a few days before.  She remembered herlove
far her teacher, and the saducss of parting, even for the summer; and the
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thought of hier promise to read this Bible, and try to become daily more like
the Saviour, brought the tears to her cyes, aud she exelaimed, ¢ Oh, how
could T forget it so soon I’ and, taking up the little Bible, she clasped it lov-
ingly to her heart.  Then, kneeling by her bed, she prayed earnestiy—more
ernestly, it scemed to her, than ever hefore—for strength to guard againet
temptation, to conquer her selfish and sinful feelings.

With a happy face, she touk up the work which hier mother desired her tn
do; and, scating herself in the low rocking-chair, her busy fingers finished
the sewing just as the first bell rang for school.

Hastening to the sitting-room, she handed the uicely-fulded skirt to her
wother.

“You have done it very quickly, indeed ; and the neatly-basted heur is quite
a surprise, as well as a help,”” said her mother.  “ But L am more placsed at
the cheerful manner in which you gave up the greatly-anticipated pleasure of
the new book ; for I kuow it cost you a struggle.”

<O mamma ! said Nelly, «“if you know how wicked T felt at first, yon
would not praise me. 1 felt as if’ you were very unkind, and asif [never had
any pleasures, when I have so many.  Awd it was only when T happened to
see my beautiful Bible, and remembered my promise to my Sabbath-schooel
teacher, that I felt how wrong 1 was in indulging such feelings.”’

* You have gained a vietory over yourself, my darling,” said her mother;
«and you have learned your great need of constant watehfulness, aund firm
relianee upon a strength greater than your own.”” — Child at flome.

TO YOUNG MEN.

The Mercantile Times gives the fullowing scasonable rules for young meny
commencing business

The world estimates men by their success in life—and, by general consent

b D ]
suceess is the evidence of superiority.

Never, nuder any circnwstances, assume a respousibility you eau avoid con
sistently with your duty to yourself and others.

Base all your actions upon a principle of right; preserve your integrity of

Y P I ght; ¥ ant)
character, and in doing this, never reekon the cost.

Remember that self-interest is more likely to warp your judgment then ofl
other circumstances combined ; therefore, lovk well to your duty, when your
interests are eoncerned.

Be neither lavish or nigggardly ; of the two, avoid the latter. A mean man
is universaliy despised, but public favour is a stepping stone to preferment.—
Therefore, geuerous feelings should be cultivated.

Say but little ; think much ; and do more.

Let your expenses be such as to leave a balance in your pocket. Roady
money is a friend in need.

Avoid borrowing and lending.

Wine-drinking and cigar-smoking are bad babits.  They impair the porket
and mind, and will lead to a waste of time.

Never relate your misfortuncs, and never grieve over that which you et
prevent.
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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS.

The spirit of writing scems to have set in upon our friends with areat
power, at this season ; and we ave right glad of it. It does them good to
uiter their thoughts; and it dves their brethren good to read them. We
want to have the CANADIAN INDEPENDENT “racy of the soil”  But this
prolific condition compels us to say a new word on the old theme of breviry.
It is much casier to write a long article than a short one. It is much ecasicr
to say to an editor, “do as you like with it, cut it down at your diseretion,”
than to revise it yourself. IButa good mechanic would rather build a new
house, or make a new piece of furniture, than repair an old one: and we have
spent more time, in our excess of kindness, in licking into shape overgrown
or unshapely productions of contributors, than in penning our own. We do
not grudge this labour with young and inexperienced writers, but when it is
put on us by skillful penmen—we must “strike!”  Aun apology for undue
length does us very little service; it does not make roowm for those other
articles which are so urgent to get in, and the crowd of which, every
month, is so great, that “ we groan, being burdened ”” with the impossibility
of accomodating them. In our sancium, we are not in the mood of travellers,
who gossip with one another by the hour to wile away the time ; or of friends,
who want to have a long evening’s ¢ crack " together; we are in 2 business
ofliee, at the busiest hour of the day; and we want every one to say his say
in the briefest style possible, and then—malke room for his waiting ncighbours.
This, be it understood, not because we do not enjoy the first caller’s company,
but because we do not like to keep his neighbour waiting. The old rhetori-
dan’s rule—*¢ strike out every other word ’—is a pretty good one, especially
far those chatty writers, whose pens can caper over reams of paper without
thinking of being tired. Thisis the day of three-minute speeches, and of
ane-page articles.  The shorter the ““picce” the sooner it will get in. Tt is
not the wise man’s © voice,” that “is known by multitudes of words.” It is
just because we want to give every one a hearing, that hasa good word to say,
that we protest against stealing their time or space.

One word to those whose articles do not get in, especially to poctical contri-
butors. There are a score of reasons first for delay and then for omission,
which we cannot state here publicly, or by private correspondence. ‘Lime
fails for the latter, and the task is too delicate.  We must ask our friends to
attain as nearly as possible to that state of mind which Dr. Campbell, in a fit
of what Mr. Binney called ¢ sublime impudence,” inculcated upon his readers,
(we believe in the prefuce to a volume of th  Christian Wetness,)—* The
public creed concerning an editor ought to have but one tenct; and that vne
—INFALLIBILITY.”  “So no more at present from yours truly.”

CONGREGATIONAL (COLLEGE OF BRITISII NORTIL AMERICA.

Dear Six,~—I am not sure what subscriptions have been reported by me
for the jwesent year, but after the nceded letter of Prof. Cornish, and yonr
@wn notice of last wonth, it. may be well to shew cause of hopefulness. 1
therefore report in tabular form from the beginning of present year, what I
have reccived from the following churches, and against this I pluce lust year's
subscription, shewing the increase :—
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You must vot however imagine that this is all due to the strong represen-
tations made by yourself and Profl Cornish.  You will perecive that the fast
thivteen were taken up by Dr. Lillie and that up to this date auly two churches
have responded since the publieation of your urgent appeals. Rome people
are very diflicslt toawaken out of sleep. T they should be wide cnough awake
now 1o read ¢his, allow me te suggest that they appoint good collectors. Zim
church, Montreal, has neatly doubled just beeause their collectars have given
themselves to it, whereas heretofore it has been left to the < Free pew system,”
What you please and whoever pleases!  If the College or any other of our
institutions is {o prosper, it must be that our collectors be efficient and put
their shoulder to the wheel.

On another item of encourngement finzueiatly—{or that is all T am called
upon to say anything sbout—I wonld inform you that aveangements are st
Jength being perfoeted in the reconstruction of Zion Church by whick the
College will after this year be free of rent.  This will be a great saving.

Janmes P Crang,
Preasurer, Cong. Coll. B. N, A

Mountren!, Nov. 20, 1867.

MINISTERS STIPENDS AGALIN.

My prar Sir,—In the October number of the O. 1., notice is taken of the
action of the C. . Churcli in reference (o the stipends of their ministers, both
wissionary and independent, to sccure a minimum stipend of 600, with a
wanse, for cach minister.  Your significant ¢ Could we?” at the end lod
we to supply the cllipsis thus—Could we not do likewise ?

It is admitted that such a movement is necessary in the Congregaticeal
Churches of the Duminion, for churches, missionary committees and cditnts,
religious and sceular, with a host of said-to-be-able writers, with ene velee
declare that the salaries of the mujority of pastors ave utterly insuficient.
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Tt wae, then, in the nbsenco of “ ablo papers,” sy & fow words that iy
be applieabla to eur position v Canada,

Wor many yenrs havo § had deeply at heart the prosperity of our Congre-
gatioon]  Charches, bub for yonrs was puzaled and grieved that se wnuy
promising young men, cducated in our College, should teave the country snd
find homes and lickds of labor ¢ avross the line.”

A fow years in the pastorate revenls the mystic cause, for, from all that
| have been able to zather, innderquate support has heen the principal couse
of their remeval. 1 then, these brethren, yesss ngo, wers compulled to
vemove for this conse, why should it be thought surprising that latterly
othews have felt that they mast seek for fickds of lnbor where they would not
he crushed with oppressing and wearing suxicties to wake cnds meet 7 So
longg then as this pressare i {ult, a8 st the present timo in many «quurters,
will men be unsettled n their work.,  For theve is no disguising the fuct, that
if o pastor 19 havagsed to provide for bis houschold, be cannot give, as be
ought, a whalesauled attontic. to the duties of his saered office.

This is admitted  what then is the remedy 7 How nrve onr sninisters, ns
a budy, ta be botter puid ¢

Strike for Twdependence, and develope the rosourees of the churclies, say
the nltvas.  Cousolidation, envefnl bushanding of ciur menes, and judicious
getivns i wniting wenk Churehes with 2 view ta speedy independesscs, say
she moderate men; while the more consereative suy, Hold fagt what thon
hast, and be thankful - our fiiends acress the water are willing o help ug—-
they menn well, ouly they fike to worl in their own way.

Whow shall we follow 7 The firstemumed enn geareely expeet o sufliciont
tuerense of subscriptions from membess and adherents o justily such a step
as they propose, spucindly 3 nay should be so wicked as to compare their
siving with that of wihers. We koow men will do this, though they shonld not,

The second conrge ix move reasonable, yot in this theve is danger of injuring
twe eliwvehes by giving to ane pagtor the work of two, and in many cases
would, we believe, be stmply rainous.

The Iast-named have veason to helieve that the Colonial Missionary Society
and their newly-appointed secretary approve the pelicy, now seeking te aug-
ment. the stipends of Canadian Congregntionsl ministers.

{n the November numboer of this magazine, Dr. Wilkes sayy, «They
would have us continne fo encournge the Churches to pay their pastors
better, by granting aid ou condition of the Churches doing wmore for them-
selves.”  But there's the vub.  We believe that not a few of our Chuvches
are doing about alf that ean rensonably hie expected towards pastoral support.
Others, we helieve, ave fur from being up to the mark, and these, cither from
bad trainiug or early associntion with Inrger hodies, are the hardest to bring
tp Lo the proper stundard.

Uatil this iz done, we do not see, i the Saciety’s rale be carricd ont, any
immediate prospect of the desived inerense.  We ave thus placed in a dilemma
—how shall we get out of it? Surely, not by sleight of men or cunning
caftiness ; hat, by a steady purpose, keeping distinetly before us the grand
objeet of all our exertions, the prosperity of Christ’s kingdom, taking the
expressed desive of these who have helped us, and who are willing stifl to do
s0, as an indieation of enconragement, on vne hand, and on the other, using
all our endeavours to eduente the pesple in this duty.
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On this point two or three practical difliculties scem to be in the way of
attaining the much wished for end. Such as come to our mind we submit
with the utmost deference.  The most simple and satisfactory course would
be to inerease the income of our Missionary Society, add something to present
subscriptions for pastoral support, and claim the promised aid.  Failing this,
we turn to face the difficulties, and should some smile at them and thei
solution, let those who can suggest better remedies do so.

Fivst: in the rural (hurches a wrong impression prevails. 1t is this—that
the minister keeps a horse for his own benelit.  This costs from §60 to $T0v
per annum—a serious item out of $500 a year, to sy nothing of the purchase
of necessary vehicles for winter and summer use, with all the other items of
expenditure connected with the wear and tear of the same. Now if the
Churches would just think that it is for their benelit, and assume the res.
ponsibility of providing for their pastor’s horse, what an addition would the
pastor thus realize to his hitherto inadequate income.  This would not bea
heavy matter, it & proper arrangement were wmade placing equally on the
families of the eongregation this just responsibility.

Another difliculty is, that few of our Churehes have parsonages, hence i
many cases nearly one-funrth of the income is swallowed up in vent.  On this
point I wmust not enlarge, but T think that a determined clfort on the part of
the whole membership would in a few years avercome the diflienlty.

The other is the only additional diffieulty; we vefer to our Missionary
Society.  And we ask—instewd of the vule that now obtains favor conlil nat
one bo adepted, more likely to velieve the oppressed?  Could not the Socioty
say we maust yaise the standard of remuneration it we are to carry on onr
work vigorously 1

Seeing that our friends in Fagland have acknowledged that this veform i
needed, and that one in a rvesponsible position has said ¢ that he always
thought their stipends too small,” it does seem, sinee many have left us, and
that others have serious thoughts of following them, or consider themselves
as “ movenble,” that some bolder policy should be introduced,

If all our Churches were notoriously delinquent, then the rale that obtaias
would be just.  Bat if many of them are doing nearly their utmost in this
matter, it is hard to punish the innocent with the guiley.

In view of these facts, could not an advance be made, if not from las
year’s surplus, by a special application for that purpose? 1f this conld be
be done even to a small extent, coupled with the assumption on the part.of
the churches of the expenses already referved to, mueh of the present pres
sure would he relieved.

Bat if these suggestions are naught, then spare the oft-repeated note
concerning *+a smuller grant next year,” which thoungh addressed to the
Churches, and meant. kindly, falls nevertheless most keenly upon the pastor.

Praying that some definite and wise action be taken by our (‘hurches and
Missionary Society to keep the men we have, that brethren have patience to
do the Lord’s work in our growing country, and that many of our young wmen
way give themselves to the blessed work, I remain yours sincerely,

RicHARD LEWIS.
Lanark, Nov. 8, 1867,
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“NOVEL WAY OF COLLECTING PEW RENTS.”

Dean Sig,—Will you allow we to correct an error in your notice of the
paragraph in your last number, copicd from American exchanges.

You state that the plin adopted in Zion Chureh, Moutreal, has been
“adopted in many other churches and with {nvariable success.”  As amatter
of fuct, I know that two Montreal Presbyterian Churches, who tried the
scheme, bave long ugo given it up, as untenable.  In Zion Church itsell] «
very respectably signed remonstrance against the system, way lately presented
to the trustees.  So very doubtful is the success, and so many the drawbacks,
that T believe the trial would not be repeated were the church safely back to
old system  There is a smack of republicanism, however, about the view, that
pleases many ; the so-called ¢ free pew’’ catches the ear so pleasantly, hut
in reality the pews are less free, less under the control of the church and its
afficers, than under the old system.  Nor are they even so ¢ free to strangers.”
One might have come in olden times s a stranger for months, and have been
eratificd with a sitting, but under the new system a person has no sooner been
found out, than there is a desire to allocate him, the inevitable linen bag fol-
lows him from pew to pew with the request for a voluntary subseription,
pressed on by the wauts of the church, in 2 way that reminds one unpleasantly
of the cabmen’s well known, ¢ What you please, sir?”  But the pews are less
“free to strangers ” also beeause the allocated pew occupants hold to their
allocation with a tenacity greatly in cxeess of those paying a fixed rent.
There scem also to be more numerous causes for initation.  One does not hke
to sec the unoccupicd part of his pew, allucated to strangers.  The pew allo-
cator has to handle this matter with so much delicacy, he must solicit leave to
to allocate, where he knows there is plenty of room.  Then again, families hold
to the best pews in the church, which they should be no longer able to retain,
that is, il'n conscientious regard to the interests of the church were taken into
consideration. 1t is impossible, without offence, to convey to them what they
evidently have ignoved, that straugers ave kept out of the church, whe, not
heing sufliciently enlightened, deprecate the system. In short, * free to
strangers”” turns out in the working to be quite a fallacy.

That the plan should be incomparably more successtul than the old one,
in mising dollars and cents, the two Presbyterian Churches and others referred
to, having tricd both plans, now deny. 1t is however so low ground to as-
sume in o christian church, that I care not to dispute the point.

In correction of the paragraph commented on, however, I may be allowed
to say further, that it evidently owes much to the American editor’s gloss.
That we have ¢ all the children weelly contributors to the church,” is true in
no sense that would not be true under any system that passes round a colleet-
ing bag. T have this moment accidentally before me, a list of the contribu-
tors ; and not ouly are there no children’s names, but there are few, very few
of the names of the young of cither sex on that list. Again, ¢ little and often”
rag our motto, and many still couscientiously adhere thercto, but the number
is diminishing fast, aud annual subscribers and thuse in arrcars are quite
eonsiderable.

Permit me to notice one more objectionable feature in this novel way, and
itis the ol fact that while the allocated pew is held to be as much the pro-
perty of the alloeated person, or persons, and indeed after a lengthened oceu-
paney, is by them decmed almost inalienable property, yet, being unpaid for,
this tenure is, in cage of any just or unjust cause of offence, very lightly held.
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There are parties who aided by this slight tenure seem to hold themselves
always in readiness to * leavo the chureh.””  ‘This is a very sore evil, having
extensive ramifieations, but I will not enlarge oun it, lest any application of the
principle should give unmeant offence. I have alrendy written a longer let
ter than lintended. Tt is written in a shape that you may or may not publish
just as you think vight. T am aware that some who advoeate the novel way of
collecting pew reats, ave of opinion that anything that may be said on the other
side is not worth listening to, fur less of publishing.  Ishall be satistied with
having presented ray views on the matter, to you as my private friend, and 1
remain, very faithfully yours,
James P. CLaRK.
Montreal, November 20, 1867. :

[We must defer comment vn the above, and meanwhile shall be glad to
have other testimony as to the facts of the working of the plan. -1 ]

THE PURITAN DOCUMENTS.

Dean Sir,—1I am not sure that it. would be beneficial to anticipate the ex.
planations which Mr. Pullar's *“explanations’ certainly require  Tor many
reasons, it is to be wished that he perform his promise, respecting * argu
ment,” so we leave that for the present.

I beg however to remind the Puritans, that their giant tathers, and John
Owen among them, had no doubts on the Trinity ; none ou Total Depravity,
none on the Deerce of Persoual and liternal Klection ; none on the fallen dis
abled Will of Man ; none on the reality of Spivitual Regeneration; roue on
the nature and veality of Christ’s Sacritice.  T'his last was to them a saerifieil
bloody, viearious, redemptory Atonement, which purchascd a people peculiar
to Himself.  They did not waste words on its extent, for they knew that the
divine mercy is infinite in estent, and yet, in spite of hostile criticism, is
Uimited, and limited to believers.  Tts nature and reality weve the questions
then as now, and to this point L invite the attention of your correspondents,
who have houwoured my letters on Puritan Catechisms with their attention.
The Puritans were net Pelagians, they weve not Armivians.  Neither did they
consider such sentiments the Gospel, they did not bid them ¢ (od speed,”
nor receive them to their houses.

Your correspondents are severe on the old Puritans for believing that the
civil magistrate had anything to do with religion.  Would they find fanlt with
the civil magistrate for punishing by fine or imprisonment the public violation
of the Sabbath? Would they petition the civil magistrate to vestrain the
railway traflicon the Lord’s day 7 Tt would be curious to see how they would
do it.  Let them explain.

May I remind them of the good days of the great and good Oliver, the
Lord Protector? Tt was not his faith, and he was a Puritan.

May I remind them that the first thing the ¢ Pilarims ™ did iu Massachn
setts was to set up a stale chureh, and they were Purituus 7 Their® magistrates
often called their clergy togethér to settle the affairs of the church and state
too. Ne person could vote or hold office in the Commonwealth who was not
a member of that establishment. T'he Puritan church was supported by regu-
lar assessments levied by law upon the whole population indiseriminately;
several Quakers were banished or hanged for opposing it ; several Baptists, four
or six, I forget which, were publicly flogged by the common hangman, v
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front of Faneuil Hall, Boston, for the same oftence. 1 appeal to the Quakers’
and Baptists’ histories in proof of this.  Yet L do not take it on me to con-,
demn it.  Mr. Pullar need not vefer o Herod, this reference perhaps may do

As to Seotland, notwithstanding her attachment. to the Gospel, and her use
of the Puritan documents, 1 have yet to learir that trow that good day to this,
she has been remarkable for ignorance of the ovacles of God.

Yours in ('hrist,
Vankleek 1ill, Nov. 19, [867. Wa Lusspes.

THOSE PURITAN CATECHISMS.

My Deanr Simm—J\s the writer of the Univn Report, the paragraph in
which relating to the use of a eatechism, has ealled fnth so much animad-
vasion, T beg to say, that T had not the slightest idea of recommending the
introduction into our Sabbath Schools of ¢ the Shorter and Longer Catechisms,
bound up usually with the Westminster Coufession of FMaith,” as oue of your
covrespondents supposes. 1 am confideat, morecover, that the Union iu
adopting the report had vo such understanding of the puragraph T think 1
am as ardent an admirer of the Puritans as any man amongst us, hut T very
much doubt i they thought thewselves qualified to erect * standards” for
the Reformed Churches for all time to come.  Indeed, John Robinson
charged the first band of adventurers, who were about embarking in the
-+ Speedieedd,” at Delft Haven, for the shores of Awmerica, * to follow him no
further than he followed Christ; and if God should reveal anything to them
by any other instrament of His, to be as ready to reecive it as ever they were
to reecive any truth by bis ministry ; for he was very confident the Lord had
wore trath and light yet to break forth out of His holy Word”” And
afterwards, by way of enforcing his exhortation, he added, it is not possible
the Christian world should come so lately out of such anti-Christian darkness,
and that full perfection of knowledyze should break forth at once.”

Bishop Coxe, of New York, recently boasted that the standards of the
Anglican Chureh had remained the same for three centuries, while those of
all other communions had undergone wore or less of change.  Such a hoast
would be much more in place in the mouth of a Bishop of the Church of
Rome, for only an ¢ infallible” Church is competent to settle linally and
anthoritatively all questions of faith and polity for all future time.  Truth is
undoubtedly immiutable as its Author, but to suppose that the Th™~ty-nine
Articles, or the Westminster Counfession and Catechisms, contain all trath,
and nothing but truth, is to suppose that the Christian Church has learned
nothing duving the centuries which bave clapsed since they were first
promulgated.

[ cordially endorse, therefore, all the objections urged against the cate.
chisms aforesaid, by Mr. Pullar, and ¢ Minimo Minimus;"” for although,
taken ag a whole, they form a very valuable compendinvm of theological
teaching, and one that might »1vantageonsly be employed in Bible Classes
and in familics, by persons of intelligence and diserimination, [ should hold
up both hands against their being issued with the smprimatur of the Congre-
gational Union.

At the same time | think some other entechism, more in harmony with
the well understood views of the denomination, both in lingland and on this
continent, might be adopted by us; or if sugh could not ba feund, one could
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be prepared for us that would be very helpful in the instruction of the young
in the doctrines and dutics of the Christian religion.  Most of the leading
denominations of the Dowminion have their own catechisms, and although
that may appear to some minds & reason why we, who are aiming at more
catholicity of feeling than some others, should n«t have oue, I cannot help
thinking that such a systematic wicthod of teaching has grent advantages
where the spirit of sect is not allowed to 1ise above the spirit of Christ and
of truth.

Again, therefore, cormmmending the suggestion to the Churches and Pastors
for their consideration, I am, dear Mr. Iditor, yours cver,

Brantford, Nov. 19, 1867. Joun Woobp

Artevarp Hotices.

The October number of the Congregatinnal Review is a good one, well
written, and dealing with topies of the time.  First, by Dr. Bodwell, we have
' The Preachers demanded by the day, and how to secure them,” in which
the characteristies of the age are well set forth, and an earnest plea made for
strong and ready preachers, with some hard hits on common faults in seun-
nary-training.—Dr. W, Barrows countiibutes an article on * Jewish Baptism in
the time of our Lord, as related to Household Baptism,” in which, more
suecinetly and clinchingly than we have almost ever secn it before, the point
is proced, that, among the Jews, proselytes were baptised as well as (the
wales) cireumcised, and that when the head of a family was so baptised, all
his fanily were also. In the light of this practice, so perfectly familiar to
the Apostles and their contemporaries, he interprets the command, ¢ ’Teach
all nations, baptising them,” as conveying, to a Jew’s mind, the injunction
to baptise converts and their fumilies—so that a command to emit the chil:
dren would have been nccessary, not one to include them.—¢ I'he Cyclesof
History” are cloquently deseribed, in relation to Providence and Redemption,
by Rev. W. W. Andrews.—Writing on ¢ The Meeting-house and the Minis
try,” Rev. C. I.. Woudworth deals some heavy blows against the modern
New Eoglaud system of private proprictorship of pews and churches, as
excluding the poor and enslaving the ministry ; and pleads for the system,
to which most of us in Canada have attained, but which nevertheless leaves
us human nature to contend with, of having the house of God free to all, the
church managing all ccelesiastical affaivs without a ¢ society,” aud the sup
port of the Gospel provided for by a Weekly Offering.—*Johu lowe’s
Blessedness of the Righteous,” is in the worthy hands of Dr. Leonard
Withington.—The orvigin of ** The Douay or Catholic Bible,” its errors, aml
its inferiority to the Xnglish Authorised Version, arc ably shown by Rev A
P. Rich.—* Short Scrwons” and ¢ Literary Notices’” close the number—

The Congregativnul Revicw was established some ten years ago, as an
organ of the Old School among American Congregationalists. Tt now reeog-
nises the denominational unity of faith declared by the Boston Council. and.
haviog added to its staff some able men, cast and west, is doing a good work:
not so elaborately learned as the Billiotheca Sacra, nor yet, be it whispered,
quite so tough and out-of-the-world. (Buston, M. II. Sargent, $3; to 1lome
Missionaries, §2. Volume hegins with the year. Pp. 610.)
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An article in the Quarterly Review for October, on the Tulmud, aseribed
to Mr. Emmanuel Deutsch, of the British Museum, who has devoted a large
part of his Iife to the subject, has attracted very general attention and admira-
tion, as throwing a flood of light on one of the very few extant specimens of
Jowish literature; one that has heretofore Leing considered little better
than a string of ¢ old wives’ fables.” The writer of the article has acquired
an afluence of learning on a very recondite subjeet, familiar to very few of
even reputed Ilebraists, and sets forth the results of his investigations in a
style which literary grace and veligions earnestness combine to inspire with a
rare eloquence.  The word ¢ Talmud,” means “ study,” or ¢ learning,” aund
the books bearing the name ave the record of the traditionary expositions of
the law of Moses which had been gradually aceruing sinee the Captivity, but,
were not committed to writing till A.D. 200.

«The Talmud is the literature of the Jews for a thousand years, including all
the ¢lements of Babylonish, Persian, Greck and Roman culture. Though
not written till after the New Cestament, it is virtually intermediate between
itand the Old Testament. It tells us all that the Jews thought and did
during the most impurtant period of their history, for it is the great commen-
tary by which we may explain the New Testament. Tlow such a commentary
has come to be so long negleeted is simply a mystery anda marvel.”  The
Talmud contains as an esteric doetrine for the learned, those pure cthics and
that exaltation of the spiritual above the formal in religion, which our Saviour
and His apostles taught openly to the common people.  Hitherto, this treasure
has been hidden in a language little known, the text being found in scarce
manuseriptsand different versions.  Now, however, it will doubtless be thrown
open to biblical students, and will form another and most important link in
that series of seripture defences and illustrations, which, in an age when
scholarship is so hardly pressed into the service of unbelief, the good Provi-
dence of God has arranged that the buried monuments and literature of
ancient peoples, which are being exhumed at this time also, shall farnish for

His Holy Word.

The New York [ndependent has enlarged itself once more, by a columa to
every page, and promises that the increased space shall be given to readiag
matter, not to advertisements. It also announces a number of contributors,
new and old, to its pages, among whom are not only radical reformers of all
ereeds, but also several of thouse leading Congregational ministers in Illinois
and elsewhere—Dr. 1. Beecher and Dr. J. P. Gulliver fur instance—who so
lately venounced the fndependent, and aided in setting up the Advance in its
sead. It is stated clsewhere that the publisher, Mr. Henry C. Bowen, has
recently paid a visit to Chieago, and held a conference with svme of these
gentlemen, and here we have one result. The editor, Theodore Tilton, in
anuouncing these arrangemeunts, reaffirms as the religious basis of the paper
the command of love to God and our neighbour, which, some months ago,
was declared to be one which a Jew or Mohammedan might set forth, and,
standing aloue, to amount to a denial of Christ and Hiwm crucified. He also
ways that the journal will have much to say on religion, something on pulities,
but nothing on theology, which he will leave to the theolugical seminaries. He
ight as well have said that he would have much to say on politics, nothing
ou law, which he would leave to Congress and the Courts. Probably, how-
ever, the regained contributors have assurances that nothing will be said
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“ against the Truth.””  We know that one of most popular writers for ils
columns takes the ground, that such a power as the /adependent, read in the
highest places, and penetrating into circles which no denominational news.
paper can reach, is a pulpit not to be given up to errorists and doubters.
Since the overhauling it has lately received, it has certainly become more
religious than it was for some months before. '

Prayers from Plymouth Pulpit, (New York, Seribner, 31 75,) form an
almost unique publication, being stenographie reports of some of the prayers
offered by Rev. H. W. Beecher in the services of his church. He has con
sented to the issue of this volume, but has not revised it for the press.  There
are many that think that Mr. Beecher, wonderful as he is as a preacher, is
stil more wonderful in prayer. It has not unfrequently happened, that
strangers who have stumbled and been scandalized at his utterances to men,
have been meited and won by his addresses to God. In these, there is ne
levity ; yet the Beecher-mind is not pre-emivent for reverence; and thus free-
dom and boldness especially mark the prayers offered in the Plymouth pul-
pit. They are constructed on no recognized model ; they are not a system of
theology in the seeond person singular—as too many prayers are : but they are
the unconstrained outpourings of a heart lowving and trusting God, uttered
in that rich language and through that exuberant imagery in which the
author thinks. Not the least source of their ¢charm and their power to help
other souls to pray, is that unreserve with which “the deep things of a man ™
are spoken.  We are speaking, however, not of the book, which we have not
yet seen, but of our personal recollections of the things which it contains
Though we shall enjoy reading it, it will not be without a shudder at the
thought of carrying reporting for the press to such a length. A wman must
have marvellous self-command, “simplicity and godly sincerity,” who can
pray “in spirit and in truth,” when he hears the seratching of the phono-
grapher’s pencil.  The silent congregation often seems too wnch like an
“ audience :” but the thought of cvery word going into type musc immensely
aggravate the danger. We would by no means advise—we would carnestly
dissuade from—the adoption of these prayers as ¢ forms™ by any leader of
public devotions, or any imitation thereot; but they can Le read and stndied
to great advantage, personally and oflicially.

We helieve that nearly everything that Rev. Newman Hall has published.
has been reprinted in Ameriea, but he has not received one ceut from the
several societies aud publishers. We presmme that a different arranwement
has been entered into with Megsrs. Sheldon & Co , of New York, for whom
immediatelv on his retnrn to Bngland, he is to prepare for the press a volume
of sermons, which will also include an account of his labours amang the wark-
ing classes in Kogland.

Dr. Murphy’s (of Belfast) Critical and Eregetical Commentary on Exo:
dus, (reprinted by Draper of Andover,) worthily follows up his kindred work
on Genesis.  Both are learned and able, fearlessly face the difficulties raised
by the Colenso and other schools, and meet the wants of the present time in
a spirit of manly reverence.
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Mr. John Murray advertises among his ¢ New Works for November,”
Lifein the Light of God’s Word, by the Archbishop of York; the Conti-
auily of Scripture, by Viee-Chanceellor Sir W. Page Wood ; istory of the
Massacre of St. Bartholomew, from the Archives of I'rance, by Mr. Henry
White; the Zluguenots tn Ingland, by Mr. Smiles; and the History of
Latin C)Iw‘istiam'ty, by Dean Milman (popular edition, nine volumes post Svo.,
§s. cach).

Brrhisly and Forewgn Hecord,

GARIBALDI AND THE PorE— Everybedy by this time knows the story of
the Italian patriot’s last futile attempt upon Rome. e do not therefore tell
it again, but such an event wmust be interpreted as we arg able. The heart
canuot help warming towards the hero who has shown himself so brave in
fight, and so matchlessly disinterested in vietory. There is no doubt that the
Roman people are most miserably misgoverned, or that Italy needs to be
completed.  The enterprise was one which suceess would have fully sanctified
in the judgment of posterity. But, apart from its lawlessness and bad man-
acement, we must confess that our desire for the liberation of Rome is rather
secular than religious. We do not expeet great things from the destruction
of the Temporal Power. We think it would ¢ eventuate” as the separation
of Church and State has done. So long as the Church is a stipendiary of
the State, it is under bonds for good behaviour ; witness, France. Where it
is free, it plays fantastic tricks; witness, Ireland and Canada. So the Lem-
poral Power keeps the Pope among the Sovereizos, and he is hemmed in on
this side and that. Let him be a Spiritual Ruler only, and we' apprehend
that, as such, he will be stronger than ever.  Still, for Italy’s sake and Rome’s,
may they soon be one!

Exarisu Uxron MEETING AT MaNcnesTErR.—Last month we were able
to sketch but a part of the proceedings of this important meeting.  Chapel-
building, the Romish tendencies of the age, and Missions, were severally
discussed injthe later sessions. T'wo effective meetings were held with work-
ing-men, and another for the advocacy of Congregational principles. A
sermon was preached to the young by Rev. II. Batehelor.

EptcaTioNaL CoNFERENCE.—~During the sittings of the Union a confer-
ence was held on the Education Questivn, of very unusual interest. Twenty
vears ago, when Grovernment aid to cducation in England began to assume
1ts preseut character and dimensions, there was a division among our brethren
on the subject,—a large and influential party taking up these positions with
great carnesgness, viz.: That education, to deserve the name, must be religi-
s ; but if religious, the State must not give it, or it would be teaching
:ehgxon, a course fundamentally at variance with the voluntary principle.
Alr. 1. Baines, Mr. 8. Morley and Mr. J. Crossley, were among the leading
lymen who held this ground, with such ministers as the late Dr. R. W.
Hamilton and John Ely. On the other side, however, were Mr. Binney,

r. Vaughan, and not a few others. The anti-government educationists
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carried the day, so far as to prevent the adoption of a State-aided system by
the body at large, and did much to frustrate any comprchensive plan for the
nation as a whole. But their work, in its constructive department, must be
prouounced a failure, and it is now seen that Churchmen are carrying off the
public grants aund the children, that schools which are made the means of
inculeating serious cerror are often the only ones that can be sustained, and
yet, that large masses are growing up in ignorance. The public school
system of America has meantime become better known, and that of Upper
Cauada has received especial commendation, so that gradually the miuds of
Isnglish Cungregativnalists have been coming round, with a laree measure
of unanimity, to thé conclusion, that they ought, not denominationally, but
in their places as citizens, to favour some general measure whereby all the
youth of the nation may reccive clementary instruction, the charge being borne,
in part at least, by the public, governiment inspection allowed, but local manage.
ment being insisted on. When such men as Mr. Baines, Mr. Morley, and
My, Miall, are compelled to such a conclusion, the drift of public opinion
must be overwhelmingly strong. Doubtiess the passage of the late Reform
Bill has expedited these conversions. The people who now have the power
to vote, were not getting cducated under the existing system, but educated
they must be, even if some cherished theories have to give way.

Tne WorvernamproN Cnurcit Coxgress.~—We are somewhat late in
noticing this remarkable meeting, yet we will nat fail to call attention to it,
as a noteworthy sign of the times. A Congressis just another name for
what e, on this side of the Atlantic, call a Convention. DBut a Churdh
Congress is not a gathering of representatives of all denominations, but of
Cliurehmen only, all parties and schools ameag them, however, being equally
weleome. It consists of clergy and hity, and the highest dignitaries take
part in the procecdings.  As far as we can gather, the meetings are apen tr
all who constitute themselves mewmbers, but. the proceedings are regalated
befvrehand by a Committee. I'apers are read on practical subjects eonneeted
with the work of the Church, and while stiictly doctrinal discussion is
avoided, the body does not shrink from handling some delicate and diflicu:
matters.  For exawmple, at the recent meeting, doutk sides of the Ritualistio
question were ably argued, and in an amieable temper. The best ways of
winning back Nonconformists occupied attention during one session ; and tho
kindly and respectful tone in which Dissenters were generally spoken of. was
quite a refreshing contrast to the superciliousness so long in vogue.  Bsperial
hope is entertained of regaining the Wesleyans, but these do not seem t
listen to the wooing. Very few of even the most intelligent and candid
churchmen at all understand the deep religious necessity for separation, that
presses upon myriads of the followers of the ejected of 1663, for they scem
to think that a few modifications would meet the case. The relations and
conflicts of science and religion were discussed in a healthful spirit at Waolver-
hampton.  Altogether, the free, manly and outspoken tone of this unafiicial
meeting is singularly unlike the helpless strivings for vanished power of 1
Convocation, or the secret debates and vague and stilted uttorances of the
Lambeth Conference, as the Pan-Anglican Synod is more correctly and
cuphoniously termed. The life-long captives of state-conncction do enjoy
a bit of liberty as much as any school-boys let loose.
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Trne REuxron or CHRISTENDOM is certainly the order of the day. Not
only are prelatical churches feeling their way to it, and Methodists of various
connexions talking over the matter, but even Presbyterians, whose sense of
the value of every pin of their tabernacles is usually so deep and indestructi-
ble, are beginning to feel that the dead controversies of two centuries or half
a century since ought no longer to keep them rent asunder. In Australia
and British North America good progress has been made tuwards reuniting
those who, holding one standard ot faith, one form of polity, and practising
but slightly different usages of worship, are only distinguished by variations
which, to outside speetators, gencrally seem very recondite.  In Scotland the
United Secession, composed of once separated bodies, is now negotiating
terms of union with the Free Church. While in the United States not only
do the Old and New Schools scem more likely to become one again, after
thirty years of standing apart, but a convention has lately been held in Phila-
delphia of representatives of various Presbyterian Churcles, who, after much
prayer and free counsel together, agreed to recowmend to the * supreme
judicatories” of their several churches, to unite on the common basis of the
Bible, the Confession of Taith, and the Presbyterian polity.  But a still more
remarkable circumstance was, that at the svme meeting a delegation was
received from a meeting going forward at the same place and time, of the
Evangelical Episcopalians, in which Bishop McIlvaine, on the one side, and
Dr. Hodge, of Princeton, on the other, gave utterance to their fraternal
feclings in 2 manaer that melted every heart in a great assembly.  The said
evangelical party are taking a bold stand in favour of their own liberty to
preach wherever the door is open, and of recognising the ¢ orders”” of other
Protestant Churehes.

Arvuxt InstiTuTe.—One of the best of the new ideas to which the seil
of the prairies has given birth, has sprung up around the Chicago Seminary.
Ounce a year, for ten or twelve days, the old students come back to Alma
Mater, to go to school again. A full programme of studies is circulated some
time beforehand, and everyone is espected to be ready with his task. The
professors lecture to them, and they instruct one another, upon the originals
of the Seriptures, doctrinal questions, preaching, pastoral life, church-work,
and a score of things that every young minister wants to know a great deal
more about after he has been u year in the work. We have been favoured
with a copy of the bill of fare for the meeting for October 21-31, 1567, and
oh! how it maketh our mouth to water! Oue little serap from a lecture by
Professor Bartlett, on Habits of Study for the Pastor, we will find room for,
hoping that our clerical readers will profit thereby :—

_ " Let me suppose the time of the Autumnal equinox, a medium-sized parish
in the eountry, 2 minister in fair health and a family man, with a weekly prayer
meeting on Wednesday evening.

“Tor the forenoons of the first week, except Monday. At 6 a. ., ready fer
work,  Cemmit a Seripture text and work about house.  From 6} to 8} (or 8% ),
treakfast, prayers, miseellaneous work or “ chores.”  From S} to 9, Icbrew Bible.
From 9 to 1, sermon ( arrested fifteen minutes before 1 for vigorous exercise ).
At 1, dinner, followed by * chores,” newspaper, ete. Monday forenoon, from 8%
w9, review Ilebrew of previous week. Remainder of forenoon, miscellancous
work in the garden, at the wood-pile, helping the wife, round to the stores ; write
letters ; general errands and arrangements for the week.  Svme time on Monday
fix on the subject for sermon.
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« Afternoons. Tuesday, Thursday, and (if need be ) Saturday, from dinner
till tea, parish calls including errands. Visit the sick, Tuesday ( some prefer
Monday ; but better on one of your visiting afternoons ). Monduy, Wednesday
and Friday, at home. Family ¢ chores;”’ then general reading and study ; bug
more or less by system.  Monday, more miscellaneous, periodicals, ete.

“ Brenings ( except Wednesday and Friday ). At 63, tea; and prayers while
the family are wakeful. Social time afterwards; talk, play, sing with the chil-
dren till 8 o’clock. TFrom 8 to 9 read with your wife. At 9 do what you please,
except hard thinking. At 10, go to bed, or soener if you need it. Wednesday
evening, meeting ; make some use of the Scripture you bave studied. ( If you
have district meetingg, hold them on the day of your parish calls, and take tea
with your parishioners.) Friday evening, at home—reception ( for old people
and children, if necessary, in the afternoon too ). Invite your people; and while
happy to see them at other times, let them know they will then find you at home
and expecting them.

“The evening readings with your wife may follow some method. Your own
afternoon and evening readings should follow a plan, of which the details must be
left to the individual.

¢ Bach alternate week substitute the Greek Seriptures for the Iebrew ; and, if
you choose, to some degree ulternate your general reading and study in the after-
noon and evening,

¢ A plan like this ensures the study of the original Scriptures six days in the
week, gives five long forenoons to the cumposition of sermons, provides for family
duties and enjoyments, arranges amply for parish visiting and for receiving calls,
leaves, if we include Monday, the principal part of three afternoons and a portion
of four evenings & week for general reading and improvement. The afternons
might be given to heavier reading, and the evenings to lighter literature.

This plan may at least answer for a hint.; If you do not adopt it, then devisea
better, and, by all means, adopt thut. You will be interrupted often, not to say
constantly, in its exccution. Yield pleasantly to all such interruptions asare
manifestly providentinl; and just as soon as they are past, come baclk invaridiy
o your plan, and adhere to it.  In due time you will reap the {ruic.”

@ffraal,

Sermons on Temperance,—DBrethren will please bear in mind the resolu
tion of the Union, requesting the ministers of our churches *“to preach on the
subject of Temperance on the Sabbath preceding the 25th December next, with
the view of stirring up the people to the great importance of total abstinence from
all intoxicating drinks.” .

Let me also commend to their attention, as well as that of all teachers and
superintendents ot Sabbath Schooels, the resolution adopted by the Provincial
Sabbath School Convention at its late meeting in Loronto, viz. :

*“That this Convention, viewing with distress aud apprehension the fearfel
ravages of intemperance in our land, and believing that it is both safe and
Seriptural to abstain from intoxicating drinks, earnestly recommends to the
teachers and managers of Sabbath Schools the inculcation of the principle of
total abstinence upon the young, as one of the most effectual remedics for this
parent evil.”

In no way can this be better done, perhaps, than by the organization of a Band
of Ifope in connection with every school ; and as I have had sume little expert
ence in the management of such a juvenile Temperance Society, £ propose nes:
month to give some such hints with reference thereto as may enable any one why
is desirous of doing so to carry one on.

Brautford, Nov. 19, 1867. Joux Woop, Sec. C.U. of Canade.
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Central Association.—The winter meeting of this Association will be held
(D.V.) on Wednesday, the 15th of January, 1868, at Pine Grove. The following
s the ovder of subjects for the meeting, viz. :—

1. Plan of sermon from all brethren on the text, Matt. x. 16 ; the plan not to
ceupy mors than five minutes in reading.

2. A Paper, by Rev. B. W. Day, on the Study of the Bible.

3. A Paper, by Rev. F. IL. Marling, on the History of Religivus Awakenings.

Brethren are requested to come fully prepared, that the meeting may be both
pleasant and profitable.

B. W. Day, Sccretary.
Stouftville, Nov. 17, 1867 .

Widows’ Fund. -- Rev. A. Duff requests me to alter announcement last
month, thus:—

Sherbrooke ........ Geesateaseicsacseannssiessosssssrsacsvasssntases [PTORTPRRR

LennoxvVille cioieeiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiieiianiisnsertessnacasesonsn
Received since my last:—

A\ 2T o 1 | -SSR .3 298

Varwick .oooeeeeee . . . 415

Toronto, Bond St. ........ veesesrioas reemeeesnansanes eersessestroratrenenannn 10 00
Montreal, Nov. 20, 1867. J. C. Barron, Treasurer:

MISSIONARY MEETINGS—1868.
MIDDLE DISTRICT.
B";{}:f;ﬁf‘} Jun. 14, Tu. Revs. T. M. Teikie, R. Hay, B. W. Day & J. G. Manly
Pine Grove... ¢ 15, W. Revs. J. Wheeler, J. Sanderson, F. II. Marling.
Klineburg ... ¢ 16, Th. Revs. J. G. Manly, B. W. Day, C. Spettigue.
S Andrews.. 16, Th. Revs. ¥. 1. Marling, T. M. Reikie.
BoltonVillage *¢ 16, Th, Revs. J. Unsworth, J. Sanderson and 1. Denny.
e The bLrethren will exchange pulpits, as they can
19, Su. . . =
arrange with each other.

.................

Sm(g?lcdrnl ‘: %?’ 1.}.1“ Rev. T M. Reikie, J. Unsworth, J. Wheeler.
. Caledon ... 21, Tu.
Georgetown... ¢ 22, W. ” Revs. F.IL Marling, ' M. Reikie, J. Wheeler, IL. Denny
Churchiil ..... « 23 Th. Revs. J. Wheeler, II. Denny.
Trafalgar ..... « 24 Tr. Rev. IL Denny.

Stoutville..... ¢ 20, M.
Markbam ..... ¢ 2], Tu.  Revs. Sanderson, J. G. Manly, C. Spettigue.
{J’ninnvillc.... « 99 .

Th G o9 o

Dowwdiiies « o, . | Revs. K. Ilay, B. W. Day, J. G. Manly.
Manilla ...... “ 27, M. ~ Revs. R. Hay, B. W, Day.

Rugby..eeeeens « 28, Tu.

00 e 29, W,
Vespra v 30, T
Newmarket... ¢ 31, Ir. |
l(!)olpoy&s‘ Bay. ¢ 21, M.

Sound. ¢ 292, Tu. !
et o ¢ 23, Yy, Revs: I Kribs, Tt Robinson.
Kincardine... ¢ 24, Th.
Osprey ........ “ — —. " Rev. D. McGregor.

1. The * Central Association” will mect at Pine Grove, at halfpast 2 p.m. on
Wednesday, the 15th January. It is hoped all the brethren will be present.

2. The brethren will try to have all the monies collected before the Deputation
visits them. J. Uxswortu, Secrelary.

o —

Revs. R. Hay, C. Spettigue.
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ebos of the Churchyes.

St. John, N. B.—Our St. John correspondent informs us thit the Unim
Street Congregational Chareh, has been much improved in appearance during the
past season. The singing gallery behind the pulpit has been taken down, ac con-
siderable expense, and the organ placed on the platform behind and almnst on a
level with the minister. Rev. Mr. Ilastings, the pastor, has held open air services
nearly all summer on Sabbath afternouns, which were attended by large anii-
ences. On Sunday the 20th October, he commenced a series of lecturos in the
Theatre. The following accouns of which appears in the Morning Journal :

¢ Suxpay Turarricans!”—So one might bave exclaimed on Sunday afternony
on seeing the eruwds pressing into the Theatre in King’s Square. They were,
howerver, going not to a play but to a sermon, the Rev. Frederick Hastings being
preacher, e addressed a very large, a very miscellaneous, and a very well be.
baved audience. DMany of them did not look like church going people, but being
all on an equal footing in the Theatre, they seemed to be quite at homs, Mr,
Hasgtings’ subject was ¢ A Bad Bargain,” and his text, ¢ What shall it profit a
man if he gain the whole world and lose his ownsoul?”  IXe first treated of bar.
gain making, showing that people liked “to get o good bargain” e then
brought outand applied the ideas in the text in a plain, pointed, and kindly way,
fitted to do a great deal of good. Some of the audience said on coming out that
“thesermon was first-rate.”” 1t would strike any one on hearing an address of this
kind, that the preacher is compelled by the nature of t.ae audience to be moredi-
rect and brief and to speak in plainer language than is usual in ovrdinary discurses
from the pulpit. It might be well to see such services sustained by several min-
isters. It i3 too much for any one minister, who preaches two sermons every
Sunday in his own pulpis, to keep them up.  Mr. Hastings has done well to com-
mence these sermouns.  Ile formerly preached occasionally in the Square in the
open air. There is to be a service at the same hour on Sunday next.

Tha Rev. d, Elliot, Congregational Minister, in this City, has intimated to
the Church and Congregation his intention of removing, in the Spring of next
year, to Salem Chureh, Ialifax, N. S., in connection with the London Colonial
Missionary Society. The departure of the Reverend gentleman, from Cuaws,
will be deeply regretted, not only by the members of his own congregating, bur
by a large circle of friends and admirers of other denominations. Duaring his
stay in Ottawa, in connection with the Londun Culonial Missionary Shciety, Mr.
Elliot has proved, in all cases. zealous in the discharge of his duties, a hearty
sympathizer with the uufortunate and distressed, and a true preacher of giad
tidings and good will to all men. In his new spherc of action he will, we are
sure, prove as useful and win as kindly feelings as he has done here.— Oltaus
Citizen, Nov. 13.

Mr. Elliot’s removal from this ¢ity will be regrettesd, not only hy the members
of his own congregation, but by the whole community. TFew clergymen have,
during their. stay in our midst, won for themselves suzh universal regard and
csteem.  While we congratulate our Halifax fellow-subjects on the acquisition
of a preacher of no ordinary merit, a gentleman whose Christian walk and
conversation have endeared him to all who knew him, we do so with feelings of
no ordinary regret that their gain should be our loss. During his residence
amongst us Mr. Elliot has not been an idler in his Master’s vineyard, Aside
from the faithful performance of the arduous and more immediate duties of Ius
calling, he has been a ready helper of every good work. And when he leaves
our ¢ity he will carry with him the heartfelt wishes, for his future welfare, of all
who had the privilege of knowing bim,.—Oltawa Daily News, Nov. 12,
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Juvenile Temperance Meeting and Presentation, at Brantford.
—The Publie Meeting of the Band of Llupe in connection with the Congregational
Sabbath School, held on Wednesday evening last, was a decided success, the
Church having been filled to its utmost capacity, some six or seven hundred per-
sons having been present. One interestinz feature of the meeting was the presence
of tho Band of Hope connected with the Primitive Methodist Schoul, who came
in & body, under the leadership of their Pastor, the Rev. S, P. Lacey. The exer-
cises were commenced with prayer by the Rev Mr. Wood, the organizer and
Superintendent of the Band, who presided on the occasion. The programme
consisted of recitations, dialogues, &e.. interspersed with appropriate pieces of
musie, which were much appreciated, and one of which,—a solo, duet and chorus
entitled, “ Where do you journey, my brother ?''—wag repeated by request.
The recitations were generally very well rendered, and were enthusiastically ap-
plauded by the younger portion of the audience, but ag they embraced a great
variety of subjects, by over twenty members of the Band, it would be impossihle
to particularize them. They were all of them, however, of & practical and useful
tendency, and we “ave no doubs will be long remembered, and do great good
among the young. Not tho least interesting item in the evening’s entertainment
wag an episode at the intermission, not in the prugramme, and of which the Rev.
gentleman knew nothing. My, Goold having announced that some of the mem-
hers of the Band wished to say something to their Superintendent, Master William
Harper stepped upon the platform and began to read to Mr. Wood the following
address, while Miss Lizzie Sears held in her bands the writing desk which accom-
panied it :

¢ Rrantford, Oct. 30, 1867.

“To the Iev. John TWood, Minister, Congregational Church :

“Dear Sir,—We, the members of the Band of Hope, feeling grateful for the
edvantages which you have so kindly placed within our reach, would vespeetfully
tender vur thanks to you for your unremitting exertions on vur behalf.  And we
hope you will accept the accompanying Writing Desk as a token of our appreei-
ation of those benefits, and of our good feeling towards yourself.”

Mr. Waod briefly returned thanks for their beautiful present, which was, he
said, entirely unexpected 5 but which he should ever keep in remembrance of
them, and value for their sake. Ile bad fels a growing interest in the work, and
had engaged in it, not frum any hope of reward, but from a conviction that it anv-
thing effectual was to be done in the way of arvesting the tide of intemperancein
our land, it must Le by pledging the young to total abstinence; and he hoped
therefore they would all be faithtul to the pledge they had taken. After the pro-
eramme had been eompleted, the Rev. S. P. Lacey made a short but stirring ad-
dress, the Band sang the National Anthem, and the Rev. Mr. Lowry offered
wrayer, and pronounced the benediction, and the meeting clused.— Expusitor, dvv. 1

Politics in the Pulpit.—The Puys complains of the abuse of their pusition
Yy the clergy to promote the interests of one political party and to belie the other.
ltsags the clerical journals do not meet its arguments, and dare not defend the
cinduct of the bishops and curds, which it exposes ; but anly heap abuse on the
Rouges and their journals. It gives an account of some of the sayings of M.
Dupuiz, curé of St. Antoine, who, it says, for three months before the election,
preached little but politics, and who, on one occasion, gave his parishioners the
following remarkable precept, which we have not met with in Scripture :—
“Remember, my brethren, that if theft is a great sin, and adultery a greater, to
vote far u Ronge would be even a greater sin than both the others.” M. Dupuis
sill further said: “Those who have voted for the bad party cannot reccive
absolution without promising to leave it; and if you go out of the parish to seek
absolution you will have stolen your absolution.” Nor was this a mere threat
on his part ; for, when some Liberal parishioners of St. Antoine went to_confess
to him, he asked them a question he had no right to put; namely, * Did you
vote for the bad party?” The penitont replied, ““I voted for M. Geoffrion.”
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The curé insisted that he should promise to leave the bad party. Tho penitent
replied that he conscientiously believed he belonged to the good party. The
confessor refuged absolution and shut the grating of the confessional. ¢ What
abominable conduct!’’ exclaims the Pays, and adds that thero is still worse to he
told.  *The wives of some of those who had been refused absolution were also
refused, because their husbands belonged to the bad party.” Rev. AMr. Ricard,
of Acton, said, on a recent Sabbath, to his flock :—** Remember what I told you
bofore the elections. I will stick to it. Whoever has voted Rouge will not get
absolution unless he admits, before two witnesses, that he was wrong, and
promises to renounce the Rouge party for ever.” The Pays adds that the Bishaps
will not expressly sanction such language but neither will they interfere with
the curés who use it Another curé told his people that if any of them vuted fr
a Rouge, and took the Sacrament without confessing that he had done »u, Lo
would have committed an enormous eacrilege, and that < it would be hetter tn
puta mateh to his neighbour’s harn than to voto fur an excommunicated candidate.”
The Minerve—>Mr, Cartier’s organ—justifies the priests in the abuve condudt, and
thinks it an honour to them to have the opposition of the Duys.—Montreal Welness.

Young Men’s Meetings :—The pastor of Alesander St. Baptist Church,
Torontn, has started one of these meetings with encouraging prospects of success,
1i ts held every Monday evening in the basement of the house of worship, from 7}
to 9 p.m.  Brother Alexauder of Montreal has infurmed our readers from tim
to time, of some of the excellent resnlts produced by the Young Mens’ Mecting of
his congregation, ard we would 1ecommend the establishment of similar meetings
in conneetion with other congregations. There are three prominent oljects, the
attainment of which is sought through this instrumentality. 1lst. The cultiva-
tion of the gifts of the young men by participating in devotional exercises. 2nd,
Their inerease in seriptural knowledge by the careful study of a purtion of Gud's
word, and 3rd, the development of plans of usefulness whereby each member of
the ““meeting” may bhave a work assigned him in the perfurmance of which be
may eontrihute his quota of service to the Master and Ilis cause, more efficiently
than by fitful and ill-arranged schemes. Rev. Newman Ilall in bis recent visit
to Toronto, stated that in the church assembling in Surrey Chapel, it was a settled
principle that each new recruit should have work assigned him. Is not ora
reason of the weakness of the churches to be found in the fact that they centiin
so many silent, idle members?  Come, let ns all set to work systematically, vigr
ously and prayerfully for the Master, and e will give an abundant inecreiwse.—
Canadian Buptist.

Rev. Henry Ward Beecher’s visit to (anada, at this time, had, for its
object, a mauter of business; namely, to obtain a copyvight for his celebrated
novel ** Norwoud.”  Such a right can only be obtained by a native or resuent
of Canada: but the length of residence is nnt specified, so that a single day may
suffice. Mr. Beecher improved his business journey, however, for the purpuse
of seeing as much of Canada as the limited time that he could be absent from
his own pulpit (a single Sabbath) would permit. Ie visited Quebee, examined
objects of interest about Montreal, climbed the mountain, accompanied by Mrs.
Beecher, to sce the almost unrivalled view from its brow,—a sight which mnety-
nine in a hundred of the visitors to this ¢ity miss. DMany of our citizens called va
bim, and he had pressing invitations to lectare and preach, which he dechned.
There was a private gathering of a few ministers and other influential ciuzens
to meet him vu the eve of his departure, hy train on Monday night, for Turunte,
At this private gathering, which, notwithstanding its interesting character, we
cannut of course report, several of the gentlomen present greeted Mr. Duecher
with a few words of kindly welenme to Canada, and an invitation to return whea
he could spare more time, and allow his voice to he heard in public. To thes
greetings, Mr. Beecher replied with corresponding heariiness, stating that ke
had hitherto known and thought little about Canada, but he found on this his
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first visit, that he should have known it earlierand better, Ile purposed, however,
to come again, when he would have more leisure to respond to such invitations
a3 he was obliged to decline this time.—Monireal Wilness, Nov. 12.

¢ Lincoln Memorial Tower ” for Surrey Chapel.—Rev. Newman Ifall
received in Boston six hundred dollars for the Memorial Tower!! The Congre-
gationalist accounts for the miserable meagreness of the sum by the suggestion,
that it was felt to be not a fit and delicato thing for Americans to go over to Lun-
don, to build & monument to their martyred President.  That work, in that place,
belonged to Englishmen. An appeal, on the ground of what had been dune in
Suirey Chapel for America during the war, our cuntemporary thinks, would have
brought thousands of dollars into My, IIall’s lap, Certainly, these circumstances
are a lesson as to the way of  putting things.” In Canada, it was necessary to
separate our contributions from association with the late President’s name, on
necount of its being so complicated with United States politics. Mr. Hall preach-
¢d four times a day on two Sabbaths in New York and Brooklyn, one service in
each city being in an Episcopal church (Rev. S. IL. Tyng’s jun. and Dr. Thrall’s.)

Rev. T. L. Cuyler, in a letter to the Congregationalist, referring to the above
sugzestion, proposes that the American people build the tower and schuul reums,
as a testimonial of gratitude to the working classes of England, and tu the pastor
of Surrey Chapel. The sum he mentions is $14,000, or $10,000 in gold, that is,
£2,000 sterling. Mr. Cuyler goes on to say : ** Certainly we can never repay this
noble and beloved messenger of Jesus for the precious gifts he has broughs to our
pastors and our churches. Ile has dune the mightiest ninety-days’ wurk ever
achieved by a Christian minister in America. Last Sabbath (10th Nouvember) he
addressed five crowded congregations in Philadelphia. one of them was an audi-
ence of negroes, and they shouted and sang most vociferously under his moving
cloquence.  IIe will probably preach befure the ITouses of Congress on the 24th
instant. Yesterday he passed at Princeton, as the guest of Dr. Hudge, addressed
the theological students, and spoke four times within a few hours! Old Lyman
Beecher never surpassed this, in grit, or grace. No man could stand such hercu-
lean efforts, who had not an iron frame, teetotal habits, a happy temperament, and
an easy style of elocution. Oh, for more Newman Halls!”

In the Christian World, a London weekly religious newspaper, non-conformist,
but unsectarian, published at one penny, the pastor of Surrey Chapel is reporting
his observations during his American tour. The following brief reference vceurs
in one of his letters, dated Sept. 29, to his visit to Toronto.

“On Thursday we reached Toronto early enough to inspect the University of
Upper Canada. Here the advantages of study and degees are enjoyed by all,
irrespective of religious differences. In the evening, two large congregations
met in the largest Presbyterian and Methodist churches. To each, both my friend
and myself preached. Yesterday morning at nine o’clock another church was
well filled to hear addresses from us respecting Christian work in the old country.
1 cannot adequately describe the affectionate greeting wo received or the regret
with which we parted. Many accompanied us to the ship.”

Canadian Baptist Foreign Mission.—The aoniversary of the Canada
Auxiliary to the American Baptist Missivnary Union, was held in Ingerscll on
the 27th October. The Auxiliary was formed but a year ago, and the first anaual
report stated that $2,000 had been raised, of which $700 were fur outfit. Mr.
A. V. Timpany, an alummnus of the Woodstock Institute, had been accepted as a
missionary, and received an appointment to the Teloogoos, in the Presidency of
Madras, British India. Ilo sailed from New York a week after. At the annual
meeting, it being found that $50 were still wanting to complete the missionary’s
outfit, the spirit of liberality was so remarkably awakened, that, ere the meeting
closed, over $1,000 were subscribed! 'The work has evidently taken deep hold of
the hearts of the denomination.
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A Regular Baptist Tract Society was formed during the Inte annunl
mesting of the * Missionary Couvention West? of that hody, at Tngersall,
There is to be a depositary for each Joesl association. Rev. dnhn Bates, of Wond.
stock, iy the Chairman of the Committee of Pablication, The Executive Com-
mittee are Revs. Dr, Caldicott, G. A. Macnutt and I, Lioyd, with A. 1. MeCord
Beq., Treasurer. \

The Baptest thus defines the scope of this denominational movement ;—

It is very far from the design of the originaturs of this muvement to restrict the
supply of tracts, to such as are esclusively denominational.  The impenitent
sinmer has to be directed to Christ, the Door of Salvation, thevefore, awakening
and practical tracts must alike be found in their budgets; hus we would not have
them bound by thuse * Union " fetters, whereby Baptists are constrained to shin
** to declare the whule cvunsel of God ” concerning the constitution and brder of 3
New Testament church. Better to have union tracts exclusively, and union Sah
bath Schouls, than not to have any, but the delicacy or charity which would shrink
from circulating the truth regarding baptism and the Lord’s sapper is not to be
admired. We are Baptists because we believe that our views are sanctioned by
the divine example of Jesus, confirmed by his express command, and illustrated
Ly the pracuce of the primitive church, and we should be prepared to give gand
reasons fur vur belief whenever it'is called in question. It would be very unwice
in the distributor to go forth as a controversialist, but it would be consistent and
highly desirable that whenithey find those who wish to know what Baptists ba-
lieve, and why they believe it, they should be ahle to place a good treatise in the
enquirer’s hand.  Our desire is not to proselytize but to have ** the ancient latd-
marks 7 restored.  We want to see the secandalous union ot choreh and state dis.
solved. 'We long fur the spread of correct views regarding a converted chureh
membership. We are anxious for the day when all the professed followers of
desus shall he loyal to the ** One Lord,” beactuated by the ** one faith,” and wewr
the badge of the ““one baptism.” Callthis bigotry, sectarianism, what would you
will.—We see no reason why we should feel ashamed to avow it, or should eease
from urging upon the Baptist churches of Canada the duty of makiug siwmultane
ous, systematie, perseveriug, prayerful efforts for its acomphishment.”

Conseecration of 8 R. C. Bishop.—The first consecration of & bishop that
has taken, place in Toronto, was held on Sunday, 10th ult., in 8t. Michael's Cathe.
dral, when Viear General Walsh wag elevated to the prelatical rank. ‘I'ho gervices
began at 9 a. m. and continued till 2 30 p. m,, five hours and a half! The Arch
bishop of Quebec and eight other bishops were present. All possible pomp was
given to the ceremonies, at the close of which a number of Catholic and Profes
fant citizens were enterteined at dinner by Bishop Lynch at the Palace. A con-
ference of the assembled prelates was afterwards held, for what purpuses, and
with what results, we must of course wait to hear.

The Wesleyau Missionary Society held its annual meeting in Whithy,
on the 10th uls. and following days. This Sveiety has charge of all the missionary
work of the Uonnexion—English, Indian, French and German. The revenue fir
the past year was a little over $70,000, and the expenditure about the same. 1 he
Society has an old debt of $20,000.

The Church of Scotland, in Canada, has loat heavily by the failure of the
Cummercial Bank, $144,000 of its Temporalities Fund having been invested in the
stock of that institution, At a meeting of the Commission of the Synod, it was
stated by Dr. Cook of Quebee that they had been receiving £1,900 annually from
the bank, and proposed that the ministers not affected thereby and the laymen
should divide the loss between them, each giving one half of the deficiency. 1t was
finally concluded to appeal to the Church at large for special subscriptions to
meet the nest two half-yearly payments.
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A New Bethel Church:—The Thorold Puiriof says :—A very excellent
movement has been made by Mr. 'Thomas Cooley, the agent for the St. Catherines
Seamen’s Friend Society, toward the getting up of a Seamen’s Church at Lock Mo
18.  The method adopted is rather out of the urdinary way of getting along with
such matters. Ile caﬁs upon the captains, mates and erews of the different ves-
sels which are passing through the eanal, who responded to the call with 2 gene-
rosity equal to the undertaking. No better plan could have been adopted, as the
seaman will look upon it as his own Church, and will not be subject to that
peealiar reluetanee which scamrn generally entertain in going juto strange
churches, Jack will find himself at home, and we have no doubt that much
good will result from this righteous effort.

Dr. Tomkins in Brooklyn,—A Brooklyn letter to the Congregationalist, says
that the evening after Mr. 1all addressed a eruwded audience in Mr. Beecher's
chureh, on European sentiments concerning America, a meeting was held at the
same place under the auspices of the Young Men’s Christian Assoeiativn, tv hear
Dr. Tumkins. * The meeting was not large. The Mayor who was tu preside,
was unable to be preseat, and nune of the advertised American speakers made
their appearance. Dr. Tomkins, the Englishman who presents the scheme, o
minister, physician, member of the English bLar, newspaper currespoudent, Sec-
retary of the Freedman’s Aid Society of England, &e. &c., spoke ut sume length,
and tho result of the meeting was a seb of reselutions.”

An Awfully Great Question.—A writer in the Canadien Churchman
reverently discueses the question ‘‘ whether o dean’s Zat is entitled tv cords 27
He quotes authorities to prove that bishops are entitled to wear on their hats four
sitk eords, deans two silk cords, and proctors and archdeacons two also, * but of
worsted dyed black, with sosettes.””  And he quotes an authority to prove that these
badges * eaused that the Chuteh’s chief officers were held in great revereace by
the people.”  Truly, and so they might! 'Those cords in the hat should be fully
upderstond.  What an increased effect they must give to the Gospel! But what
about the New Testament plan ?— Christian Guardian.

@bty

THE ION. AND RIGIT REVEREND JOIIN STRACIHAN, D.D,
Lorp Bisnor or ToroxTo.

The death of the venerable Bishop of Turonto, which occurred ou the 1st
ultimo, in the ninetieth year of his age, is an event which caunot be passed by
insilence in the pages of this Magazine. Yet it is difficult for those of utterly
antagonistic views, on so many subjects, to do justice to such an occasion. On
the one hand, the fuct that an old uppunent lies dead, and cannot raise Lis voice
in self-defence, stays our sharpened pen. Fur the same cause, when he can
harm us no more, we do not peed tu stand in a defensive attitude. Morevver,
long before his death, he had retired from that political arena, where he vnce
was omnipotent, and where he tried to fasten upon uns **a yoke which neither
our fathers nor we were able to bear.”” And again, every added year of life, and
all larger experience of men, makes us more and more guarded in dealing with
any man’s personality, 'The public side of & man is so small & part of him, and
that is viewed through spectacles so strongly coloured by our own feclings, that
we may often do great injustice to one of the contrary part. When men die,
when their memoirs are written, when their outer and inner life on all sides
becomes known, those who bave said bitter things against them often find cause
forshame. Qught not Christion men, desirous above all things to ** speak the
truth in Jove,” to do for men atill living what they will do for them when they
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are dead ? and at a newly opened grave shall they not speak much under the
influence of the Roman maxim : De moriuis nil nisi bonum,—* Concerning the
dead nothing but what is good ?”

But on the other hand, this rale, if followed exclasively, would make history
impossible, and deprive us of some of its most valuable lessons. And in the
present case, the late Bishop was so lung aud so much a pulblic persen, and 4
man of character so transparent and so outspoken in his likes and dislikes, that
there is less of scruple in speaking of him as he seemed to our eyes. We sha)
therefors give somo outline of his career, Learing in mind the rule, * Nuthin;
extenuate, nor aughs set down in malice.”

To thuse who never saw Dr. Strachan, we may say, that in person he wis
under the average height, and appeared still shorter from a slight stoop 3 his
frame was evidently robust, though not stout; his Llue eye was clear, and bis
complexion fair, fresh, and bright, a ine prouf of a healthy old age.  There v
not much dignity in his bodily presence, and even his episcopal cnstume gav-
him little of the aspect of the priest; but he lvvked like a well-preserved olf
gentleman, and a shrewd man of the world,—as he was. In his pereonal habir
he is said to have been very abstemious,—ho worked hard all his life long, and
enjoyed work,—he was full of indomitable pluck, and could enjoy a hearty
laugh. It wasa sign of the buoyancy and boyishness of his nature, that he
used to go about the streets whistling, of course, unconsciously. In his speech,
he was incurably Scotch, and Aberdonian at that, pronouncing * glorify,” fir
example, as *‘ glawrifee,”—and yet he thought he had got rid of the diale:
entirely, and used to quote his own example to his students, in proof that are
early habit of that kind could be overcome, saying these very things in te
broadest Doric all the while! Strange example of the capacity for impusing o
himseif that is often found in a very clever man,

In 1778, at Aberdeen in Scotland, and of puor parents, Julia Strachan we
born. Iiis futher died when he was young, and assoun as the scn complered his
education at the University of Aberdeen, at nineteen years of age, he ascumel
the support of his mother and sisters, by taking charge of the Parish Sehool o
Kettle, Fifeshire. Ile was on the puint of being appointed assistant tn Profeser
Browr in the department of Natural Philusuphy, Glasguw University, Lut the
arrangement was not carried into effect. In 1799, when only twenty-oue years
of age, he was invited by Col. Simcve, Licutenant-Governor of Upper Canada, =
organise and superintend a University in that Provinee; but upan his arrinl,
after a tedious voyage, he found that the Guvernor had returned to England, arl
that no provision had been made for his suppurt or work. At this paint, a M
treal tradition relates that he could have had a call to the Kirk Congregation in
St. Gabriel Stroet, but was dissatisfied with the remuneration offered. 8 farte
was a Presbyterian, though not educated fur the ministry of the Chureh f
Scotland. In the family of Mr. Cartwright, of Kingston, a lag-memher of t»
Church of England, he found a hospitable home, as well as congenial emplayment
in the education of that gentleman’s sons. There, also, under the directing «f
Rev. Dr. Stewart, he prepared himself for “ holy orders,” which he receised frn
the Right Rev. Dr. Mountain, Bishop of Quebee, in May, 1203. It is an interest:
itz circumstance, and comforting to other beginners, that he felt eveoedinglr
agitated on "preaching his first sermon. Upon his entering Priest’s arders, in
1804, he was appointed to the mission at Cornwall, where he also t 1ok chargeof
a grammar school, at which the late Chief Justices Robinson, Macanley and
McLean, -and other Provincial celebrities, were among his pupils. 1le sl
performed a good deal of missionary work in the surrounding country. In st
he was appointed to the Rectory of York (as Toronto was then called). and
continued to reside in this city for the remaining fifty-five years of his life. In
1825 he became Archdeacon of York, there being then but one Bishop over the
whole of Canada, Dr. Mountain of Quebec. In 1839 the Diocese of Toronto wss
constituted, and Dr. Strachan became its first Bishop, holding the cffice till bis
death.

In the good old times of Colonial government, when legislative and executist
material was scarce, the chief ecclesiastical and legal authorities of a colony
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were always called into the Governor’s Council. Thus, in Upper Canada, Dr.
Strachan, while still a simple Rectur, became « member of the E<ecutive Council
in 1818, and continued to serve in that capacity for fully twenty years,
that is, until the introduction of Responsible Government, Ile was alsv a mem-
ber of the Legislative Council, or Upper House, numinated for lifo by the Crown.
In thise days, the British system of holding Colunial Ministers of the Crown
responsible to the Colonial Parliament was denvunced as * republican” and ** dis-
“disloyal””  The Governor was held to be responsible to the Suvereign, through
the Suvereign’s advisers, to the Imperial Legislature; bLut that he should act
only through a mimstry able to command & majority in the Canadian Ilvuge of
Assembly, was the most horrible political heresy. Among the upholders of
Preregative against Responsibility, no one was more inflexible, buld, and dester-
ous than John Strachan. Rightly or wrongly, he had the credit of being that
“power behind the throne greater than the throne itself.” Successive Lieuten-
ant-Governors, strangers to the country, were as clay in the hands of the potter
under his firm will, local knowledge, and personal influence. It mattered not
what measures were passed by the lower house of Parliament, or how faithfully
they represented the people; the Legislative and Executive Councils would
throw out every liberal measure without mercy. Even Guvernurs and Secreta-
ries of State for the Colonies sometimes remonstrated in vain, This unrelenting
obduracy doubtless provoked the Upper Canadian rebellion.

Among the measures forced by the power thus usurped upon the peuple of
that Province, there were none on which the late Bishop’s heart was mure set
than the establishment of the Church of England as the Church of the Colony,
and the Lringing of all the institutions of higher education under its centrol.
The Clergy Reserves, that is, one-seventh part of the lands of Upper Canada,
reserved out of all government surveys of wild lands, * for the support of a
Protestant Clergy,”” under an Imperial Act passed in 1701, were placed, in 1419,
oue year after Dr. Strachan came into the Lxecutive Council, under the care of
the Episcopal clergy. It was assumed that the eaid clergy were also fully
established in Canada, and, so late as 182§, a non-episcopal minister was impri-
suned for marrying a ccuple, while all ““ Dissenters” were told that they were
merely ¢ tolerated” in the country. ‘The ministersof the Church of Scoutland, as
Lelonging to a body that was alsv established, and elaiming thag this was not an
English but a British Colony, persistently urged their demand fur a share in the
proceeds of the Reserves, but it was a long time befure the demand was conceded.
In 1824 or 1826 the Anglican clergy obtained the right to sell the Reserves,
and a few years after certain portions of those lands were set apart as permaneunt
endowments of Rectories in variqus parts of the Province. The Licutenant-
Governuy, Sir Jobn Colborne, just before returning to England, wus about
to sign, privately, the patents tor the endowments of a hundred Rectories, aud
had pruceeded as far as the fifty-seventh, when the matter came to the ears of Peter
Perry, of Whitby, a Radical Member of the Assembly, who at once brought the
suhject before that body, then in session. The storm of indignatiun that arose
preveated any more patents from beiog issued, but the fifty-seven have been con-
firmed as legal by the courts of law. Among them is that of the Rectory of
Toronto, now said to be worth £2,000 a year, Several others are of cunsiderable
value. It was intended to bave had * parishes’ endowed in every part of the
Province. As it is, the wealthiest inhabitants of many cities, towns und town-
ships have their clergymen provided fur them out of the public demain.

Another kindred project was the monopolising of the funds set apart for
University education. ‘I'be munificent endowment provided for a coullege at
Toronto was attached, by Di. Strachan’s management, to an institution as
thoroughly Episcopalian as Oxford or Cambridge, more so than those ancient
seats of learning have now become. Little by little, he was furced to let go his
hold ; and when, at last, in 1849, the desectarianising of the University was
complete, he shook off the dust of his feet for a testimony against it, as a ** Gud-
less” establishment, and at seventy years of age betook himself once more to
Britain to secure funds for the endowment of Trinity College, of which every
Professor and every graduate must sign the Thirty-nine Articles. Well do we
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remember the indignant energy with which he declared, at a weeting of the

Synod of his Diocese, when some recent proposals for & joint University wope

gn;licr diicussion, “ ’ll never consent to be vamped up with 2 parcel of other
ollegres.’

Bistop Strachan was donbtless an ardent educationist, but it was upon the
highest Church principles, schools being regarded as an adjunct to the chureh
and under its control. e never tosk kindly to the unsectarian Common Schant
gystem, bus to the last claimed for ¢ The Church” the right to educate at least its
own children in its own way.

When, after the Rebellion, the two Canadas were united, and Responsihie
Government beeamo the recognised principle of Colonial administration, the
Bishop rotired from political life, and confined himself to his episcopal duties
In these he was vigilant and laborious. Ile was by nature a ruler of nwen-
keenly sagacious, strong-willed, and—for a man of opinions so decided—unuen.
ally just. IIe had no sympathy with “Evangslical” views; but Evangeliny
clergvmen had a fair propertion of the ** patronage” in his handa. One of thow
now Dean Grasett,. was his curate and successur in the Rectory of Yark, and
one of his chaplains. We believe that he was kind and censiderats to 1he
inferior clergy, though impatient of contradiction. e lived to see his Dineace
divided into three, by the separation from it of that of Iluron, to the West, an}
Ontario. to the East, with voluntary endvwiients of 340,000 each for the suppn
of the Bishops. Ilis own salary {of £1,200) was provided by the Ymperint
Goverpment, under & system long since abandoned for new Calonial Episen
pates. In 1853, foreseeing the impending secularization of the Clergy Reserves,
and the final extinetion of his early dream of the national establishment of hic
belaved Church, he tock steps for setting his house in order under the new
condition of things. Protesting to the last, almost passionately, against the
“epoliation” of the Church, he now contended that as the State waould no langer
maintain neither should it control her; and began to lay the foundations of thar
system of self-zovernment by Diocesan and Provincial Synods, which has spres
with remarkable rapidity into other Colonies. It was with ‘¢ trembling steps aud
slow?” that the earliest movement wrs made upon this untried path.  The consii
tution of the Church in England, bound hand and foot by the Royal Supremaes,
afforded bas little aid ; that of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United
States was much more closely followed. The Bishop had the good senset
inelude the *“ ordey” of the Laity in the composition of the Synod; rightly jude
ing, that, if the Church must henceforth depead chiefly upon the liberality ofits
members, the old cry of *“ no taxation without representation,” would be heard
again. A purely clerical body, like the English Convocations, would never
enlist popular sympathy and co-operation. And this idea was nat merely taken
~—in form~from the American Synuds, but ackuowledged to be found—in b
stance—in the Primitive Christian Church. The infusion of so much of Crngre
gationalism will doubtless work for goad among those who cast ont our name s
evil. Yet the deceased prelate took care that his own office should bhe sharnef
none of its dignity and power; for the consent of the three orders Bishop,
Clergy and Laity, is necessary to the adoption of any measure by the Synod «
that * his Lordship” has o veto upon everything. When the proposal wss
mooted to give, a8 in the American Church, the other oxders power to carry sny-
thing over the Bishop’s veto by a certain majority, he put his foot upon it and
crushed it to death, saying, * I'll never sit here as Moderator of a Presbyterian
Assembly ¥  When the Synod of the Toronto Diocess was formed, the Royal
Supremacy was supposed to estend to the Colonies, and Royal Patents tor
Bishopries were suppoged to be in full force. Al such rights were therefor
carefully reserved in the preliminary Declaration adopted by the Synod. Bu
ere Bishop Strachan died, he presided at the conseeration of his condjutor and
suceessar, chusen by the Synod, instead of being nominated by the Crown, ad
made a Bishop, not under Her Majesty’s mandate, but that of the Metropohtan
of Camada. These results of the Colenso judgments he and his brethren samels
receive nob only with submission, but even with thankfulness and joy in ther
new found liberty.
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Whereahouts the late Bishop stood, ductrinally, we cannot very yrecisely
define.  Ile was a thorough Iligh-Churchman, holding to Apuvstolical Succession
and Saeramental Grace, most tenacivusly 3 and teachiog that men came to Christ
and were connected with Iim through the Church. TFor the rest we should eall
him an orthodox believer of the churchly stamp.  Apart frum their sacramenta-
rian quality, such of his sermons and ritings as have fallen in our way seem to
be marked by & zood deal of what is known, thevlowgically, as the ¢ legal” element.

1lis public addresses were of a rubust and manly sort, with a great deal that
was whelesowme and seasible in them, all expressed in good language. When he
had veeaxiva to strike, be strack hard blows. There never was any mistake
wbout what e meant to say.

Bishep Strachan must have had many personal qualities that won the hearts of
those who had personal intercourse with him. Ie was hospitable and genercus,
ready to help & stranger or the poor, public-spirited and loyal. 1le was a dvoghiy
combatant as long as the battle wag uncertain; but when he was beaten, he did
not sit dvwn to ery, but retreated in good order tu the next line of defence. He
was nota polished courtier, but his kindness of heart and bluff vutrightuess made
yut sure that as much as he said he meant. Perverso as his ccelestastical prin-
ciples and puliticnl conduct appear to us, most ruinvus to pablic liberty and con-
trary to seriptural teaching, be was at leass consistent in them to the last.  With
a Bishup’s leaning to a Bishop, he always cultivated friendly private relations
with the Roman Catholic prelate in the same city; and the story gues, that an
invitatiun aud aecceptance were couched in these forms: “The Lord Bishop of
Tenmto presents his compliments to Dr. Charbunnel, and begs the henor of his
eompany to dinner, on the —— inst., at o'cluck.””  *The Lord Bishop of
Taruntn presents his compliments to Dr. Strachan, and will Le happy to accept
Lis invitation to dinner on the instant.”  Whether such hospitalities wae
estended to any ¢ Dissenters,” we know not.  Ile was on pleasaut, neighbowly
terms with many of them, clergy and laity, With his felluw-student, Dr. Chal-
mers, he maintained a correspondence as long as that lustrious friend lived.

But never, fur a momeunt, vr by any act, did he recognise as * vahd » the ** orders™

f any minister ovtside of his own choreh.  * In all the British colunies,” said
Le, in a Charge (1847), ¢ we alone are entitled, as holdiug the Divine commissivn,
to break the bread of life to the people.”

Of late years, the infirmities of extreme old age gradually impaired his physical
and mental energies, hut it was only just in time to prevent the sce frum lying
wreant at his death, that he consented to have an assistant Bishop, the chuice ot
who, after a’proteacted eontest, fell on his devoted friend, Archdeacon Bethuue,
But at length the aged Bishop dropped his staff, and * fell vn sleep.” The
animosities of former years had well nigh died away, and the citizens attended
to the grave, with every demonstrations of respect, one whuse name will fitl o
larger place in the early annals of Ontario than any other. The funeral pageant
parteak largely of & military character; and we could not but think that such a
feature was appropriate at the obseguies of one who, in life, had proved himself
to belong t0 the * Church militant,” Under the altar of the fino Cathedral of
St. James, at which he ministered for more than half a century, were reverently
laid to rest the mortal remains of the oldest man in the Anglican Episcopate,
saving one, whom he much resemsbled, Henry of Exeter.

Vevver Tovouxs.—When I was o boy, I and a number of my playmates had
rambled through the woods and fields till, quite forgetful of the fading light, we
found ourselves far from home. Indeeed, we hadlost our way. It did so happen
that we were nearer bome than we thought ; but how to get to it was the questiun.
By the edpe of the field we saw a man coming along, and we ran to ask him to
tell us, Whether he was in trouble or not I do not know, but he gave us some
surly auswer. Just then there came along suother men, a near neighbour, and
with & merry smile on his face. ** Jim,” said be, ** a man’s tongue is like a cat’s;
138 either a piece of velvet or a picce of sand paper, just g8 he likes to use or
to make it ; and I declare you seem to uee your tongue for sand paper. Try the
welver, man, try the velvst principle. —Biind Amos. .
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Gleanings.

Kirry’s Jor.—* Why go happy, little one ? "’ said a gay lady of the world toa
child whose face was shining with peace.

“ Because God makes me so; and how can I help it? ” said itty.

“T wish I were as happy as you, ”” said the lady.

“You might be, I am sure,” said the little one. ¢ God wants you to be hagpy
too.”

“T suppose it is because you are so good that you are so happy ? ”

“No, indeed,” said Kitty., “Iam not good atall; Iam very bad, and have
got a bad heart.”

“ ITow, then, are you so happy ?"”

‘ Because God has forgiven all my sins,” said the little one; “and I amss
happy 1”

“ How did gou get this 2”7 said the lady.

“J just went to God with my sins; and he took them from me; and Thave heen
so happy since ! ”

“Tlhien you don’t care about being good 7”7

“ Indeed I do, ” said Kitty. ** I never cared aboust being good till 1 got my
sins pardoned ; and now that I know that God loves me, I would do anything w
please him. But I did not get pardon by beiug good ; I got it by just guing o
God for it. ’— Young Pilgrim.

Vorraire oN Marr1age.—Voltaire said: ‘The more married men you have,
the fewer crimes there will be. — Marriage renders a man more virtuous
and more wise. An unmarried man i8 but half of a perfect being, and’
it reguires the other half to make things right; and it cannot be expected that
in this imperfect state he can keep the straight path of rectitude any more tha
a boat with one oar or a bird with one wing can keep a straight course. In nine
cases out of ten where they commit crime against the peace of the community,
the fuundation of these acts is laid while in a single state, or when the wife s,
as is sometimes the case, an unsuitable match. Marriage changes the currentof
a man’s feclings and gives him a centre for his thoughts, his affections and his
acts. Ilere is a home for the entire man, and the interest of his better half keeps.
him from erratic courses, and from falling into & thousand temptations to whick
he would otherwise be exposed. Therefure the friend to marriage is the friendto
society and to his country.’

A Worp 1o Parexts.—Robert ITall’s love of sincerity in words and actions was
constantly apparent. Once while he was spending an evening at the house of:
friend, a ludy who was there on a visit retired, that her little girl of four yeax
old might go to bed. She returned in atout half an hour, and said to a lady nea
her, *“ She has gone to sleep. I put on my nighteap, and lay down by her, and
shesoon dropped off. 7 Mr. Hall who overheard this, said : ‘* Excuse me, madam;
do you wish your child to grow up a liar ?”  * Odear, no, sir; I should be shock
ed at such a thing.”” * Then baar with me when I say, you must never act s li¢
before her. Children are very quick observers, and soon learn that that which
assumes to bo what it is not is a lie, whether acted or spoken.” This was utterel
with a kindness that precluded offence, yet with a seriousness that could not be
forgotten.

It was the memorable petition of a godly banker, as, morning by morning, b
went to his place of business, *“ Lord, give me the faith of Abrakam, the wisdoz
of Solomon, and the patience of Job.”

Weartn does not always improve us. A man, as he gets to be worth mor
may become worth-less.



