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ON the seventh day of Affgust, 1679, two centuries ago, a
small vessel left her anchorage near the foot of Squaw Island,
and gscended the strong rapids of the Niagara into Lake Erie.
'She was a peculiar craft, of foreign model, full rigged and
equipped, having 1ﬁ;1n_v of the appointments of a man-of-war.
A battery of seven small cannon, with some musquetry, con-
stituted, herarmament. A flag, bearing the device of an eagle,
flpated at her mast-head, and on her bow she bore a tarved
if§A, in honor of the arms of Count Frontenac, then Gover-

neral of Canada. By the aid of a strong northeast wind,

she endeavored to pass up the channel between the bold l/lulf

now crownedy the ruins of Fort Porter, and the focky 4slet,

since. knoewn by the name of Bird Island. Being unable to
overcome the rapid curyenty a dozen men were landed on the

sandy beach which bordered the castern. shore, and with tow
NoTe.—This paper was originally communicated to the Buffalo Historical Society, Feh-
ruary 3d, 1863., Since, then, it has been revised and e»nl.n‘;w/l. with a view to ihh publica-
tion among the Collections of .the Socicty. ‘
I'he present month of Apgust completes two hundred yea®R since the Gr2fon sailed from
the Niagara to the Upper l@kes, This has been, tor lh.l: reason, considered the appropriate
month forthe appearanec of this paper. K.

.
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lines, drew her; by main force, up the streanm. A Lroup of
swarthy Senecas watehed her movements, shouting their ad-
miration at thewstrange. spectacle, j D

When the vessel hid reached the lake,-the men on shore

N -
embarked—the 7% Deum Xas chanted by the grateful crew—

their artillery-and fire-arms were discharged—and the vessel,
turning her prow toward.the southwest, boldly ploughed, with-
out chart or guide, the untried waters of the lake.*

“T'hat vessel ®as the Griffon, and her projector and builder
the adventurous Cavelier de Ta Sajle.

This distinguished explorer wagf born in Rouen, France, on
the twenty-second day of Novefber, 1643.  Educated by the
Jesuits, he became, for a short time, a member of their Order,
He came to America in 1666, and soon after visited and de-
scended the Ohio: and, as some claim, anticipated Jolliet and
Marquetfe in the discovery of the Mississippi. ~ His western
explorations révealed the value and foreshadowed the growth
of the fur trade, then dependent for transportation on the bark

canoe, or the stuggish pirogue of the Indian.  The discovery

of an overland route to China, and the development of the

copper mines of the Interior, were additional stinfuli to draw
_him from the luxury and ease of Europe, to share in the hard-
ships and |vrir;1finh> of savage hife amonyg the lakes and rivers,
forests and prairies of the Northwest.  Fort Frontenac was
chosen as the base of his operations: and he agreed to rebuild
and maintain it at his own c\pﬁhw. provided the French gov-
epment would grant him certain exclusive privileges. Thes
wert accorded in May, 167547 He immediately took possession
of the fort, the foundations of which had been laid by Count
Frontenac two vears hefore, and enlarged and strengthened its
defences,

In l(‘)j(\'. a brigantine of ten tons had been built for the use

‘
4
* Hennepin, Louisiana, p. 2. Henneping Nouvvelle Decouverte, poorro.
couvertes, vol. 1, p. 443 . '
4 s 1 R . .
Margry, Devouve, volo 1 pp. 333. 437.
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of the French on Lake Ontario.*  T'o facilitate hienyerprises
further west, it became necessary for La Salle to biM a larger
vessel above the Cataract of Niagara.— He first glis'p;m‘hcd a
party of fiftecen men by canoe to the Upper Lakes, with goods of
the value of six or seven thousand francs.  ‘They had grders to
establish friendly relations with the Indians; to eollect pro-
visions for the use of the contemplated expedition, and to
gather furs for the return voyage.t He also sent carpenters
and other ;1rl.i.s;ms, under charge of the Sieur de la Motte, to
build a fort at Niagara, and the vessel above the Falls.}
“The chief companions he scly-(‘tc(l to aid him in these under-
takinds, were the Chevalier Henry de ‘Tonty, the Sieur la
Motte de Lusgiere, ;N'ul Father Louis Hennepin.

Tonty was a Neapolitan by birth.  Having fled from the
Revolution of Naples, he entered the French Marine in 1668,
in which he served four years.  Having lost his right hand at
Vintimille by the bursting of a grenade, he supplied the de-
ficieney by a metallic arrangement covered with a glove.|
This he used w i't‘h marked effect in his encounters with the
Indians, and thus obtained the sobriquet of the “Iron Hand.”
He jomed La Salle in s last voyage from: France, in July,

\ 1673.%% and faithfully adhered to the fortunes of his chief, until
the death of the latger in 1687, He was distinguished for zeal,
courage and capacity, He commanded the reinfordements
which were brought from the West to aid De Nonville in his
expeditgn against the Senccas, in 1687, He died at Fort St
[.ouis, on Mobile bay, towards the close of the year 17o4.
His father was the author of the financial scheme, called

after him *Tontine,” which was adopted in France, and sub-
sequently inmﬁluu-(l into America.tt

[.a Motte de

.

assicre was a captain in the celebrated regi-

*Hennepin, NL Do pl 72, d
t Menneping Lae, p.oras Le Clerg, Evabe de L Foig volldin, p.orgr.
* Margry, Decowy ., voll i, pp. ) 575
l.a Potherie, vol. i,
*x NMuargry, Decouvy |8 )
tFMargry, Memoires Inedits, p. 3.
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ment of Carignan-salicres, and accompanied I.a Salle on his

first visit to Ameriea.* He proved, in the sequel, unfaithful

to his commander by adhering to hjs enemies.t .'\\t‘er some
I

experience he found himself unfitted to cndurc'thc ardships
of the New World, and gladly returned to civilized life.}
. Louis Hennepin was d Flemish Recollect of the Franciscan

Order, and came to America in 1675 with Bishop Laval. He

established a Mission at Fort Frontenac, where he remained ~
two and a half years. He then returned to Quebec, and after
undergoing the necessary religious preparation, reascended
the St. Lawrence to Fort Frontenac, and joined the expedition
of La Salle. He was proud of his association with his dis-
tinguished chief, and devoted“as much game to his service as
he could well spare front the duties of his priestly office.  He
was ambitious and unscrupulous, and after the death of lLa
S \llc, endeavored to appropriate some. of the honors which the
latter had acquired by his celebrated discoveries in the West.
He publisiied two works, one of which is styled-** Description
‘de la Louisiane,” printed in 1683, and the other “A New.Dis-:
covery of a Very Vast Country, Situated in America, Between
New Mexico and the Frozen Ocean,” printed in 1698. ‘The
first is less in detail, but more reliable than the second. It
account of the building and voyage of the G ifon, is, for the
most part, a bold plagiarisme from the official record of that
enterprise, which had been communicated, either by La Salle
himself, or through his instrumentality, to the French Minister
of the Marine, in 1682.  Nearly all of Hennepin's account is a
verbatim copy of that record; with here and there a slight
variation, occasionally relieved by an original paragraph.
Twenty-onewout of thirty-two pages of his *‘ houisiane,” re-
lating to the Geiffon, are copied aimost literally from the official
document above referred to, now deposited among the Clair-

)

* Hennepin, La., p. 15.
+ Margry, Decouv.g vol. ii., p. 230,

3 Margry, Dcecouv,, voloii., p. o; Hennepin, No Do, 76,
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ambault Collections, in the National Library. of Paris.*  His
narrative requires close scrutiny, especially in thoge particulars
in which he was neither actor nor eye-witness. He betonged
to that class of writers, which is said to speak the truth by
accident and to lie by inclination. I.a Salle calls him a great
exaggerator, who wrot\s\lly)rc in conformjty with his wishes
“than his knowledge.t ‘

- ‘T'he expedition sent” forward from Fort Frontenac, was un-
dér the immediate charge of the Sieur de la Motte; who was
accompanied by Hennepin and sixteen men. ‘They embarked
on_the eighteenth of November, 1678, in the brigantine before
mentioned.}

N o
The autumnal gales were thcngwcepmg-over the lake, and

the cautious Qa&igators, fearing to be driven on the south shore,
avoided the usual course, and coated timidly under shelter of
the Canadian headlands. Having advanced as far west as the
site of Toronto, they sought refuge from a storm in the mouth
of the river Humber. “Grounding three times at the en-
trance, thcy were forced to throw their ballast overboard and to
land fourtec;f of their crew, before the vessel could be made to
float. The inhabitants of an Iroquois village near by, called
Zai-ai-a-gon, were greatly surprised at their strange visitors,
and generously supplied them with provisions in their ex-
tremity. ‘The vessel narrowly escaped being frozen in for the
winter, and was only released by being cut out with axes. ||

On the fifth of December the wind becoming favorable, they
left for the south side of the lake, riding out a boisterous night
about twelve miles from the mouth of the Niagar:i. On the
sixth of December, St. Nicholas' day, they entered what Henne-
pin calls “ the beautiful river Niagara, into which no bark similar

1 M ¥k%

to ours had ever sailec Religion and commerce had joined

* Compare Hennepin, La., pp. 41-73, with Margry, Découv., vol i, pp. 441-451.
+ Margry, Decouv., volo i, p. 250, =~
4+ Hennepm, La , p. 20, Ih. pe 21,
L.e Clerq, Etab. de la Foi, vol. ii., p. 141,
** Hennepin, N, Do, pp. 744 75.
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in the enterprise.  The noble Ambrosian hymn “7¢ Dcum
Laudambs,” arose from the deck of the gallant bark, chanted
by the crew in recognition of their escape from the perils” of
a wintry navigation, and of their safe arrival in so desirable and
commodious a harbor. Near by their am‘}‘mmgc were a few
cabins, temporarily,occupied by the Senegas for shelter during

their fishing seggon.  Our voyagers were abundantly supplied

by the natives with white-fish, three hlmdrcd of which they
~ caught in a single cast of the net. Such unusual luck was
ascribed to the auspicious arrival of *the great wooden canoe.”*

A party was now organized for exploring the river above the
Falls, in search of a suitable site for building the projected
ship.  On the seventh of December, Hennepin, with five com-
panions, ascended two leagues in a bark canoe, as far as the
Mountgin Ridge. Here their progress was arrested by the
rapids which rush with impetuous force from the gorge
above; and they landed on the‘Canadian shore. Prosecuting
their search on foot, they ascended what are now known as
‘(Queenston Heights, and followed the river for three leagues,
until they reached the mouth of the Chippewa creek. This
.stream is described by Hennepin as emptying into the Niagara
from the west, a league above the great Fall. Being unabfe to
find any land suitable for their purpose, they encamped for the
night, first clearing away a foot of snow, before their fire could
be kindled.

On their return the next day, herds of deer and flocks of
wild turkeys met them on the way, giving promise of abund-
ant game for the subsistence of the party during their con-
templated sojourn on the Niagara.t

On the eleventh of December, they celebrated the first mass
ever said in the vicinity.

The next three days wefe passed at Niagara, the wind being
too unfavorable for the bfirk to ascend the river.

* Hennepin, La., p. 23,
+ Henneping No DL p. 76,




F'OYAGE OF THE GRIFFOWN. 239

On the fifteenth, Hennepin toak the helm, and with the aid

of three men towing on shore, reached the foot of the rapids,
and moored the bark to the American shore, below the pre-
cipitous cliffs of the Mountain Ridge. ‘They employed the
seventeenth and the two following days in constructing a
cabin on the site of l.ewiston, to serve as a storehouse fur‘
th€ use of the expedition. They were obliged to thaw the
frozen ground with boiling water, before the palisades could
be driven. ’

On the twentieth, and the next three days, the ice came

down the rapids with such force, and in such quantities, as to
~ threaten the safety of their bark. To guard against the dan-
ger, the carpenters, under the direction of lLa Motte, made a
capstan, with which they endeavored to draw the vessel into a
ravine; but the strain on the-cable broke it three times. They
fll\“.l”)' passed it around the hull, and succeeded, with ropes
attached, in hauling her to a place of safety.* .

A further advance by vessel or canoe "having been checked
by the rapids, a portage around the Falls must now be made.
Hennepin's reconnoissance, as before seen, had proved the one
on the Canadian side to be unsuitable. It now remgined to
explore the other. Before doing so, it became necessary to
consult La Salle, who had not yet arrived from Fort Fronte-
nac, and also to conciliate the neighboring Senecas. The
preparations made by la Salle to build a fort at the mouth
of the Niagara, and a vessel above the Falls, on the terri-
tory claimed by the Senecas, had aroused the jealousy of
that ])roud people. Attempts had been made, with some suc-
cess, to propitiate those residing in the small village on the
western bank of the river near its mouth.t It was deemed
expedient, however, to send an embassy to their capital beyond
the Geneseée, before pro(:ccdil\\g with the enterprise; and to

wegotiate, with the usual presents, for the required permission.

* Hennepin, N Do ppe 77, 28." Marary. Découv., vol. i, p. 8.

/

t Hennepin, N. Do pl 23 v
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Hennepin, never idle, was busy in the constructiop, of a bark
chapel for Divine service, when lLa Motte invited him“t() join
in the proposed empbassy.  As the friar had ingratiated himself
with the Iroquois, and possessed some knowledge of their
language; his co-operation was deemed important. At first he
feigned reluctance to g(), but finally .consented.* I.eaving a
portion of their party at the foot of the Mountain Ridge, l.a
Motte and Hennepin, with four French companions, left on
Christmas day, 1678. ‘

Thus, in mid-winter, with blankets, warm clothing and moc-
casins for protection, they boldly plunged into the depths of
the cheerless forest. The distance to the Seneca village was
estimated at thirty-two leagues, or about eighty miles. Five
hundred pounds of merchandise for Indian presentg and some
sacks of parched corn, were distributed among the party.
‘Thgir provisions were increased on the way by an occasional
deer, and a few black squirrels procured by the Indians. For
five weary days they followed the Indian trail through the
frost-bound wilderness; sleeping at night in the open air, with-
out shelter, except what chance afforded.

On the last day of December, they reached Tagarondies,
the great village o} the Senecas, situated on what has since
been known as Botighton Hill, near Victor, in Ontario county.t

'I‘h‘ey‘were redeived by the Senecas with marked considera-
tion, and conductéd to the cabin of their principal chief, where
they became objects of curiosity to the women and children.
#W'he young men bathed .their travel-worn feet, and anointed
them with bear’s oil. 'The next day, being the first of the year,
Hennepin celebrated mass, and 'prca(:h‘cd the mysteries of his
faith to the mixed assembly of French and Indians.

Fathers Julien Garnier and Peter Raffeix, two Jesuit mis-
sionaries, were found residing in the v'il]ngc at the time of
their visit. The former was the first Jesuit ordained in &an-

) ‘

* Hennepin, N. D, p. 79. Magary, Decouv., vol. i, p. 443.
t+ N. Y. His. Collections, yecont series, vol. i, p. 1to.

”
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ada, and the last missionary of that Order among the Senecas.®
He commenced his labors amongy the Oneidas in 1668, at the
age of twenty-five, and in the same year visited the Ononda-
gas and Cayugas. In 1669 he had charge of the Seneca mis-
sion of St. Michael, and thegfollowing year that of St. James.
In 1671 he conducted the three missions among that’people.f
He died at Quebec in February, 1730, having devoted upwards

of sixty years to his missionary work. He was acquainted

with the Algonquin language, but better versed in Huron and
Iroquois.} His companion, Raffeix, join€d him in the Seneca
country in 1672. He was ehaplain in the expedition of Cour-
celles against the Mohawks, in 16661& "He was soon after
chosen for missionary work among the Cayugas, and labored
among them and the Senecas until 1680. The writer can find
no later notice of him than 1703, at which time he was living
at Quebec.** ~

“After Hennepin had concluded his religious services, the
grand council was conyened. It was composed of forty-two
of the elders among the Senecas. Their tall forms were com-
pletely enveloped in robes made from the skins 3f the beaver,
wolf and black squirrel. With calumet in mouth, these grave
councillors took their seats on their mats, with all the stateli-
ness and dignity of Venetian senators. b

At the opening of the council, L.a Motte, suspecting ‘Father
Garnier of hostility to La Salle, objected to his presence. At

A

the request of the Senecas he withdrew. Hennepin, consider-
ing this as an affront to his cloth, retired with him. ILa Salle
was eVer suspicious of the Jesuits; believing them to be op-
posed to his enterprises, and inclined to influence the Indians
against him.

The council was informed, through Brassart, the interpreter,

* Shea's Catholic Missions, 294, N.

t Jesuit Relations, Quebec, ed. 1668, p. 17: 1669, p. 12; 1670, pp. 60-78; 1671, p. 20; 1666, . 9.

+ Jesuit Rel., ed. 1606, p. 6. Parkman's Jesuits, p. s4.
b., ed. 1666, p. q.

** Shea's Catholic Missions, 2,4, n.
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that the French had come to visit them on the part of Onnon-
tio, their governor,.and to smoke the calumet on their mats;
that the Sieur de la Salle was about to build a great wooden
canoe above the Falls, in which to bring merchandise from
Ewrope by a more convenient route than the rapids of the
Saint Lawrence; ‘that by this means the French would be
able to undersell the English of Boston, and the Dutch of New
York.*

This speech was accompanied with four hundred pounds

L

weight of presents, consisting of hatchets, knives, coats, and a
large necklace of blue and white shells. Pothions of these
were handed over at the end of each proposition.  This mode
of treating with the Indians by bribing their chiefs, has, unfor-
tunately, continued to the present day.

Among other inducements, La Motte promised to furnish,
for the convenience of their whole nation, a gunsmith and
blacksmith, to reside at the mouth of the Niagara, for the pur-
pose of mending their guns and hagchets. Several coats and
pieces of fine cloth, iron, and European merchandise of great
rarity among the Indians, and of the value of four hundred
francs, were added, as weighty reasons, to influence them in
favor of the French. ‘“The best arguments in the world,”
says Hennepin, “are not listened to by the natives, unless ac-
companied with presents.”t -

On the next day, the Senecas answered the speech of lLa
Motte, sentence by sentence, and responded by presents. As
aids to the memory, they used small wooden sticks which the

speaker took up, one by one, as h}:q replied, seratim, to the

several points in the speech of the day previous. Belts of wam-
pum, made of small shells strung ’n fine sinews, were presented

e

after each speech, followed by the exclamation ** Ni-a-ona,”

signifying approval, from the whole assembly.  'T'his, however,

C* Alluding to the plan of LaoSalle to send merchandise to the Niagara by the way of the
Mississippi and the lakes.
t Henneping No Dop. 33
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proved an insincere response in *the present instance; for lLa
f\[ot‘c, with his specious reasoning, made no impression on
these shrewd children of the forest. They knew that the Eng-
lish and Dutch had greater facilities than the French for sup-
plying them with merchandise, and could outbid the latter in
trading for their furs. They received the offered presents
with apparent acquiescence, and after the customary salutations,
the council broke up. Before it ended, two prisoners of war,
who had been tal»:cn near the borders of Virginia, were brought
in; onof whom, out of compliment to their guests, was put to
death wWhth tortures, such as Indians only in their savage state
can invent and inflict. '}'hc French, unable to bear the sight,
and willing to testify their.abhorrence of the cruelty, withdrew
from the scene. \So the embassy left for their quarters on the
banks of the Niagara; which they reached on the fourteenth of
January, 1679, thoroughly exhausted with their toilsome expedi-
tion. They were in some measure solaced on their arrival,
with the abundance of white-fish, just then in season. ‘The
water jn which they were boiled, thickened into jelly, reminded
them of the savory soups to which they had been accustomed
in their father-land.*

The side of the Niagara on which the vessel for use on the
Upper Lakes could be most conveniengly built, was as yet unde-
termined. The Canadian side had been examined, as already
noticed, and found unsatisfactory.t Historians have widely
differed, not only as to the one finally selected, but also as to
the precise point where the keel of the historic bark was laid.
The solution of these questions involves interesting topograph-
ical investigations. -

Governor Cass, in his address before the Historical Society
of Michigan, maintains that “the Griffon was launched at

Erie.”t  Schoolcraft says, “near Buffalo.”| Bancroft, in, the

* Henneping N. DL opp., 78 ot )
+ Hennepin, N. D). p. 73 :
3 Historical Disconrse at Detrait, p. oy,

Tour to the Lakes, p

v
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first edition of his History of the United States, says, **at tﬁc\
mouth of t{hg Tonewanda creek.”*  Dr. Sparks, in his “Life of

La Salle,” says, #at Chippewa creek, on the Canadian side of
the river;"t and his opinion was followed by Parkman in his
Life of Pentiac,} ahd more recently by Doctor Abbott in his
“A‘dventZres of La Salle.”| What is still ‘more remarkable
and inexcusable, the new History of the United States,’bearing
the endorsement of the lateAVilliam Cullen Bryant, states that
the Griffon was built at Fort Frontenac, which it locates on
L.ake Erie! Such is history. - ]

In an’ article published August 22d, 1845, in the Buffalo Com-
mercial Advertiser, the writglﬂaimed that the vessel was built
at the mouth of the Cayuga creek. T ‘

Since that publicatign, Mr. Bancroft, in later editions of his
History,** and Mr. l’a?&w
accepted Cayuga creek as the true site of the dock.

an, in his more recent works,tt have"

As some doubts, however, still exist, and erroneous locations
continue to be repeated, the subject has been re-examined

~

in the light of the evidence afforded by the valuable documents\ _

lately published by Mr. Margry, under the auspices of the

American Congress, and with the aid of other historical material

recently discovered. ; . d

The portage around the Falls, and the site of the dock, must,
necessarily, have been on the same side of the river. The
American portage would naturally be chosen as the shortest
and most f&asible route ; its length being two and a half miles
less than the Canadian, ewing to the configuration of the river.

That the French actually useéd the American side during
and subsequent to the building of the Griffon, clearly appears
from the testimony of Henncpiﬁ and l.a Hontan.

In his notice of the point where the river issues from the
" * History of the United States, vol. iii., p. 162. !

1 Life of La Nalle, p. 21, .
+ Parkman’s Life of Pontiac, first ul.ﬁ\, 52. -

Abbott's Adventures of La Salle, p. 8.  —=
AN

** Vol i, p. 162, sixteenth ed.

.t Discovery of the Great West, p. 133, Life of ]‘\nli.u’. sixth ed., vol, i, p. 58.

v .
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mountain gorge between Lewiston and Quechstoln, Hcm{cpin
mentions a ‘“‘great rock "’ avhich rose to a considerable height
above the water, “three fathoms from thé Canadian shore.”
Also, “three mountains " on the American side, “opposite't
great rock.”* In describing his return from his westerf{ dis-
coveries, after the loss of the Griffon, Hennepin says, “we
carried our canoe from the great Fall of Niagara to the foot
of the three motuntains, which are two leagues below, and
op{)(')v.itc the great rock.”t This locates the portage used l)\
Hennepin, on the American side.

The#aron la Hontan, who visited the Falls in 1688, only
ninc,k_\'curs aftep the (jr('[fm//\\'us built, says, in his “Voyages to
North America/’ published |in 1703, I went up. the Niagara
three leagues from its mouth, to the et of navigation. We

were obliged to carry our ca 10 from a league and a half bglow

the Falls, to a half a league above them.,  We asc ended the three
mountains beforé€ finding the w ay smooth and level.”}  On' the
map whu I)J ac (onf")amcs his ‘travels, La Hontan places the

“ three mofintains "’ ummstnkahb on the American side of the

river, just' s()uth of the site of Lewiston.

From the prec e ding quotations, it is evident that thcd“g/rcatf
rock,” is referred to as on the west or Canadian side,.and the
““three .mountains” on the opposite or American side of the

Niagara. .
‘.

This “great rock” tas long a coMspicuous object near the

shqn and ('m; still be seep under the western end of the old
\uspcmon l)rld("L‘ the ruins of- which now span the river at
that point. \\.1th-m the memory of the early settlers, boats
could readily, pass between the rock and the adjacent bank.
‘The debris from the precipice above, thrown down in*the con-

struction of Yhe:bridge, has nearly-filled the intervening space.
chm]un dese¢ ribes the rock as very high;| but time, and the
LI
. .

* Hennepin, N. Do, pp. 45, 77, 1137452,

+ Hennopin, N. ., p. 4356,

4 La Hontgn's Voyages, Eng. ed., vol. i, p. &1,

Hennepimm, N. D, p. 432.

4
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sactidn of the ever-flowing current, have reduced its dimensions,

and pettled 1t in its river bed. It stull lifts its dark head
above the surrounding waters, an abiding witness of the accu-
racy of this part of the Franc iscan's narrativ ¢, and perpetuates
his memory under the namé’of * Herinepin's l\m k.”

The **three mountains ™ on the American side can casily he*

’ %% , o ;
recognized-1n the lofty ridge, composed of three- terraces,

‘causéd by the geological f()n‘?mion of the bank, which rises

four \humlrcd feet. dbove the surface of the river. The
rav mc into~ which the brigantine \erzlwn by La Motte, to ‘
protect it from the ice,\gs before stated, is plainly to be seen
near the foot of the Moungain Ridge, on the Amgerican side of
the river, a short distance above Lewiston.  This ravine, in the
absence of any on the Canadian side, proves the site of the
]mlif)“adcd storchouse, and the. commencement of the portage,
to have been on the eastern side. '

"The proofs egtablishing the particular s/z¢ where the vessel

was l)uilt,,\\'il‘] ow be considered. © Hennepin describes the
\ - =

" portage as passing over beautiful meadows, and throwgh groves |

of scattered oaks and pine. “We went, " osays he, “two
leagues aboyve the great Fall of \| gara, "and ghere built some
‘stocks for the construction of Ilk vessel nudcvnr qur \‘n'\';lg\'.‘
We could not have chosen a more convenient Nace. It was
near a river Which empties into the strait between ™eke Erie
and the great Fall.”™* .

Two leagues abov e thc Falls would be .llmul five miles. At

-that distance we find the Cavuga creck, a “tream which answers

perfectly to Hennepin's description.  Oppostte its mouth, an
island of the same name eics parallel with the shore, about a
mile long, and two or three hundred yards wide, It is Lscp:x-
rated from the main-land by a narrow branch ot the river,
called by the ecarly inhabitants,” * Little Niagara;” widg¢ and
deep enough to float a vessel of the tonnage of the Ghigfon.

* Hennepin, N. D., p. 04.




gﬁ | VOVAGE OF LHE GRIFFOL. 267
4 :' ' . -

Into this channel and u]»pmltc the middie of- ll’u island,” the
Cayuga cretk: empties.  On the main share; just above the

muuth of the creek, and undcr shelter of. the island, 15 a

favorable: \](L h)r a ship- \.ml S0 chgxf'u is the position,

that it was selected by the United States ;‘m('rmmnt in the
carly part of the present century, as- a suitable point for
building ofi¢ or mote vessels for the transportation of troops
and supplies, to Ihi western posts.  For that reason it was
known in carly times, as the “old ship-yard;” and local
traditions have been |>rqu\ul i th¢ memory of the carly
plonpeers, of its anterior occupancy, for tlu same purpose, by.
the French.®

Investigation among the archives of the l/////\/u, de la Ma-
rine in Paris, have brought to light the existence of thredmanu-
St r|1>t maps, n -;1r]y (’ntvmlu)r;l.ncnu\ with the constructi
the Griffon. "The first two were made by Jean Bapyhte Louis
Franquelin, Hydrographer to Louis X1V, and th redecessor
of Louis Jolliet in that pthee. (L~

The carliest of the three 1s a map of North .~\m\cri(':1, pur-
porting to have been *drawn in 1688, by ordet of the Governor
and Intendant of New I rpnee, from \1\Iun years observations
of the autfor.”™ Itis five ?ut long, and three feet wide, 1. akes
Ontario .md rie, with the adjacent country, ar¢, for thgt L-lll\
day, remarkably well ulm/tul The Niagtra river and
Falls are distinctly represented, with a*porMge road around
the latter; on the American side. A fac-simil®of that pertion
of the map which embraces the Niagara gifer, reproduced
from a gareful lmr-ing over the original, 1s (\Ln on the fol-
lowing page.

[ts most interesting feature is the design of a cabin,
castern side of the river, midway th\\'gv\n the two lakes, wi
nscription : * Cabane oi le S” de la Salle a fait faire une baryue.”

S(Cabin where the Sicur de la Salle caused a bark to be built.)

: N

* Mashdll's Niagara Fronter, p. o,
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. gw, GriffonJwas built; but the inscription differs slightly, it
eing, Chantier ou le S de la Salle a S S une barque”
_ (Stocks where the Sieur de la Salle caused a bark to be built.)
The third map, drawn after Franquélin in 1699, has, unfor-

tunately, been so closely trimmed for binding in atlas form, as

o
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partly to cut off the Niagara river; but the inscription, indi-
cating, as on the other maps, that the vessel was constructed
on the eastern side of the river/was left untouched, and is as
follows : *“Chantier de S” de {a Salle pour sa barg.” (Stocks
for the bark of the Sieur de la|Salle.)
" This dock w&s referred ‘to by the Marquis Denonville in a |
i{rua‘s-re;-/ml, or act of taking possession of the territory of the
senecas in 1687; only eight years after the Griffon was bmlt.
He says: ‘““La Salle built a bark two leagues above the, grcat/
Fall of Niagara, which navigated Lakes Erie, Huron and Illi-
nois (Michigan), #he stocks of which are still to be L\‘e"v//."* It
will be noticed that Hennepin and Denonville agree in the
distance of the dock above the Falls,
The proofs now exhibited remove all d8ubts as to the site
where the Griffon was built. The mouth of, the Cayuga creck
is, unquestionably,.the true locality.,  In commemoration of the

.

event, the name, ** La Salle,” has appropriately been conferred
on the neighboring village.

L.a Salle, who had remained at Fort Frontenag, for the pur-
pose of procuring supplies and materials for the proposc$
vessel, embarked with his lieutenant, ‘T'onty, on a brigantine o
twenty tons, and sailed for Niagara, by the south shore of the
lake.t When near the mouth of the Genesee river, he landed
by canoe, and went to Tagarondies, which he had visited with
the Sulpitians, Dollier and Gallinée, ten years before.] Ata
council, supplementary to the one just held by L.a Motte and
Hennepin, he succeeded, by his personal address, in gaining
what they had failed to obtain—the full assent of the Senecas
to the execution of his enterprises. || _

Re-embarking in his. vessel, he sailed  westward toward
Niagara. When about twenty-five miles east of that river—the

wind having failed—he left the vessel, and, accompanied by

Margry, Decouve, vol, b, p. 575,
Margry. Decouvo, voloag, p. 127,
Hannepin, N, Do, p. 111,

*N. Y. Col. Doc., vol. ix., p. 335.
}
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Tonty, pursued his way to Niagara by land. He left instruc-
tions with the pilot, that if the wind, should blow from the
northwest, he should steer for Niagara; and if from the south-
westy he should seck shelter in the river of the Senecas.®

On the eighth of January, 1679, the pilot and crew, while
waiting for a favorable breeze, left the vessel at anchor, to sleep
on shore.  The wind rose so suddenly, that they were unable
to embark. T'he vessel dragged her anchor, struck on a rock,
and became a total wreck.t This gust have heen at or near
whatis now known as Thirty-mile Point, being that distance cast
*By this misfortunc; a large amount of material,
designed for the construction of the Grzfon, including several
bark canoes, was lost. Nothing was savaed hut the anchors and
cables.  To replace the loss, much valudble tune would now: be
required, in transporting provisions and supplies for the use
of the men ¢mployed in the work.}

«La Salle and "Fonty reached the mouth of the Niagara on the
evening after they had left the vessel. The Indians residing
on. the western side of the river, answering their summbons,
ferried them over to the village in their wooden canoes, -apd

hospitably received them imo their cabins.| Nothing could he
. 1
|

had for ther refreshment, hut the usnal Indian dict of white-

fish and corn soup. This seenved, to Tonty's palate, harbaroug

& .
andunsavory.  Nevertheless, hunger compelled him to partake

of it. without the relish of hread, wine, pepper or salte Such”

was the roush life of the French explorer: subsisting on gane
fish, and Indian corn, and inadequately protected trom the
weather by radely construeted cabims of hark. ‘

At midnight, the restléss La Satle set out hy moonhght with
Tonty, expecting to join La Motte in his cabimn at the foot of

the Mountain Ridge. ™ They found he was sull absent with

]
* (renesee river, ) ~
Y Margrey Deconve, volo i, pp. 4420 47
3 Margry, Decouv,, volliin, p. 2207 dleuneping La., p. g1,

Margry, Découve, volo ., p. s76.

K4




VFOYAGE OF THE "‘/‘)//&"i(p‘\:
»
Hennepin, on their embassy to the Senecas.  Leaving Tonty
to await his return, La Salle proceeded the next day further
up the river, in search of a site above the Falls, convenient for
building the projected vessel.  Having found one, he trans-
fegred to the location some of his men, for the purpose of

constructing a dock, and beginning the work.  Returning to

Niagara, he waitéd im|w;i(1\\29.\'- for the arrival of La Motte and

Hennepin, News reached him while there of the loss of his
vessel on Lake Ontario: and he repaired at once to the wreck,
in order to rescue what might be useful in the construction of
the new bark.

On the twenty-second of JTanuary, La Salle, Hennepin and
Tonty repaired to the site which the former had chosen for
the dock.® - On his way there, Ta Salle turned aside to view

great Cataract; the first engraved view and detailed de-
seription of which are given by his companion, Hennepin, in
his ™ New Discovery.”™  LaSalle had passed within_fifteen miles
of 1t ten vears before, as he was coasting by canoe along the
southerly shore of Lake Ontario, but this was his first visit.$

Tonty was now given the command of the working party.,
A 1»].11 ¢oWas (lv.n'\‘(l'ft)r the stocks. The woods: l‘\‘\()lfl](lk‘(l
with the strokes of the axe, that pioncer of western civilization,
Oaleswere felleds and converted into plank; and their branches
fashioned into ribs and knees, to conform the siTip to ashapely
YII'J‘T\'].

On the twentv-sixth, the I was Laid: and evervihing heing

. X o R : o
l.aSalle sent the carpenter to imvite Henne pin to sirike

nrst hiow for the commerce of the Ia The maod of
the wood father for once overcame his ambition, and he de-
climed the profiered honor.  La sSalle -then promised  ten
[.ouns (i‘v)l‘. LO N Ourage the carpenter to hasten il]\‘ \\l)l'l\."

[t now Decame necessary for La salle to return to Fort

).

“NMuarary, Deconvoovoll by ppeszo, 5720 Hennepin, N 1%
v Margry., Decoun ., vl 5,.',n, ) O

+ Hennepin, N. 1, p.ogs.
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Frontenac, to obtain supplies for his proposed ship, and to
appease the clamors of his importunate creditors. It was about
the first of ?cbruary, and the snow still lay deep in the leaf-
less 'woods. His bark had been wrecked,.and the lake was too
treacherous for a wintry voyage by canoe or brigantine. Noth-
ing, howeveread repress his untiring energy.  Setting out on
snow-shoes, with only two men for his companiops, and a dog
to draw his baggage, he traversed the frozen routefof over eighty
leagues, to Fort Frontenac. He took no provisions but a bag
of parched corn, and even that failed him before he reached
his destination.*  Hennepin and Tonty accompanied him as
far as Niagara. While thgre, La Salle traced a fort, which,
after the prince of that name, he called Fort Conty. " In
order to deceive the Senecas, he pretended it was for a build-
ing he had promised them for the blacksmith.

L.a Motte lost no time in commencing a house on the site,
and fortifying-it with palisades, for the protection of the party
and the storage of their supplies.t  Jhus were laid the foun-
dations of that renowned fortress, over which, after passing
successively under French and English control, now floats the
standard of the American Republic.

Affer La Salle's departure, Tonty and Hennepin returned to
their duties at the ship-yard. Two bark cabins, including a
chapel for the special use of Hennepin, were built with the aid
of the Indians. Divine worship was regularly observed; and
on Sundays and'fete days, the sombre woods were vocal ,\\'it‘h
the Gregorian chants, sung by the devout Francisgans.

Fortunately they were not interrupted by the Senccas:
most of their warriors being absent on an expedition be-
vond Lake Erie. The few that remaimed frere less insolent
through their weakness.  However, they/often visited  the
camp, and exhibited dissatisfaction at the progress of the work.

* Muargry. Decouve voll o, pp. 442, 577 Hennepmy No DL s,
4+ Hennepin, L, pe 0.
3 Margry, Decouv,, vol. i, 577,

/




POYAGE OF TIHE (//f//”/"(l\'. 273

One of them, feigning intoxication, attempted to kill La Forge,

“the blacksmith, who vigorously repulsed him with a hissing
bar of red-hot iron. This, added to a reprimand from Henne-
pin, caused him to desist. The timely warning of a squaw,
holding friendly relations with one of the workmen, prevented
the destruction of the vessel; the Senecas having planned to
burn it on the stocks. Only the strictest vigilance saved it
from the torch.* So great was ‘l'onty's fear that an attack
would be made upon the camp, that he sent La Motte on a
second visit to the Seneca village, to avert the design. He
was not only successful in his mission, but secured, at the same
time, much needed supplies of corn for Fort Frontenac, and
for the party at work on the Griffon.t

While La Motte was absent on his mission, Tonty repaired
to Niagara, and launched the brigantine, in order to save what
he could from the unfortunate wreck.  But a storm arose, and
the wind and ice forced him to come to anchor. The cable
parted, and, after encountering great peril and fatigue, he suc-
ceeded in reaching the mouth of the Niagara, without accom-
plishing his object.  After the storm had subsided, he em-
barked, by canoe, to regain his lost anchor; and met La Motte
on his return from the Senecas. Leaving the latter to fish up
the anchor, Tonty returned.to the dock.}

The frequent alarms which they experienced, the fear that
provisions would fail them by reason of the Toss of the lark,
and the refusal of the Senecas to sell them supplies, greatly
discouraged the carpenters.| ‘They were otherwise demoralized
by the attempted desertion of one of their number to the Dutch
in New York,  Hennepin assumes the credit of allaying these
fears, and of stimulating the men to greater diligence, by his
timely exhortations on Sundays and festivals, and assurances

that their work would redound to the glory of God, and the
‘ .

* NMargry, vol. 1., p. . Henneping N Dy pay7.

Vo NLareeryty vols 1o Do 578: B, ls 1.,

% Miirurys couvi, vol, 1y P. 577,
Margry, couva, voll by pe 444
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welfare of the Christian colonies. ™ Hazm.ulc frequent trips to
Niagara, carrying his portable chapel strapped to his shoulders:
cqually ready to discharge the functions of his holy calling, or
to aid in the temporal work which La Saile had undertaken.
The Senccas called him  Zockitagon, sigmifving basre-fect, in
allusion to the custom of his Order in wearing sandals.t

I'wo Indians, employed as hunters, supplied the party wigh ven-
ison and other game.t  The work went on, and the winter wore
away, without remarkable mcident. Spring succeeded, and in
the month of May the vessel was nearly ready for launching.
Its formidable hull, looming up on the stocks, continued to ex-
cite the jealousy of the Sencecas, and thev again threatened to
burn it.  Fearing this, it was deemed advisable to launch it at
once.||  This was done with due formalities. .\ blessing wad
invoked according to the usage of the Roman Church—a
salute was fired—the Zv Deunr was chanted, anfl the vessel
safely floated in the Cavugg channel of the Niagara.  She was
named " Le Grirrox,” in compliment to Count Frontenace, on
whose escutcheon two winged  griftins were emblazoned  as
supporters,  The Frenchmen cheered as the vessel entered the
streath, and swung securely at her anchor. A party of stoical
Iroquois, who were returning from the chase, could not repress
their astonishment at the unusual spectacle. The skill of the
Frenchmen, able to build such a moving fort, in so short a
time, excited their admiration, and  they called them Of-4oun,
signifyving, according to Hennepin, penctrating minds#  The
Senecas willingly joined in celebrating the launchy freely par-
taking the brandy which was hiberally distributed on the jovtul
occasion.

The overworked Frenchmen, released from their toil, and

*Henneping N Duopa o5,
¥ Henneping N I).. 1 27
o4 ”(*m\("-in. N I PP- s, .
Muargry, Decouv., vol. 1, p. 444.
¥ Nargry, Decouv., volo i pogeq. Ot=-konis a Mohawk word, taken by Hennepin fi
Bruvas' Dictionary of that Lincuage. The corresponding word in Senecaos Of=go/e, and
signifies supernatural beings or spirits, Bruyis” Mohawk Dictionary, p. 120.
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relieved from their painful vigils, gladly exchanged their cheer-
less quarters on land, tor the deek of the Grigfon, where they
swung their hammocks: secure, for the first time, from the
jealous owners of the soil.*
While these events were transpiring under the supervision of
Tonty, La Salle, whose duties detained him at Fort I‘'rontenac,
was harrassed by his ereditors, clamorous for the payment of
their dues.  All his effects at Montreal and Quebec were at-
tached, even to the bed of his secrefary ; notwithstanding his
interest in Fort Frontenac, alone, was ample security for all his
debts, without relying upon returns from his western venture,
These hostile proceedings originated, in part, from jealousy of
the man.  They did not, however, modify his purpose, but
stimulated him to prosecute his enterprise, regardhess of the
machinations of his enemies.t
The Griffon being safely moored in the river, and the time

approaching for the commencement of her western voyage,

Hennepin, in order to ascertain the feasibility of taking Kerwp
’ \

the Niagara into Lake Erie, was djspatched on a reconnoissapee.
A\‘('('um]mniul by a single Indian in a bark canoe, he tlice
poled up the rapids, as far as the lake: sounding their depth,
md estimating their force. He reported that no difticulty
existed n the undertaking, if the Griffon should be 1‘.1\'urul/
with a fresh north or northwest breeze.

Soon after the vessel was completed, she sailed up the castefn
side of Grand Island, overcoming the current with her sails :
alone.  She dropped anchor below Squaw Island, in ten feet Nee-
water, two and a half miles from the lake, where she could ride
secure in any weather. ||

Hennepin now repairedsto Fort Frontenge for the purpose
of obtaining, from hi”xﬁ’yn there, some frompanions to aid
him in his proposed missid® to the areat West.  Leaving the

»

“Henneping N D poroo. Mardey, Déconv., voll i pa 44,
# Margry, Decouv, ovolin, peoggg. - Henneping NoDupp. 1o, 102,
N 3 Henneping No Do pe102, -
Henneping No Do pe1o3. -
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Griffon at her anchorage, he descended the river by canoe,
with two assistants, as far as the landing just above the Falls.
From thence they carried their canoe over the portage; and
launching it again at the foot of the Mountain Ridge, proceeded
to Lake Ontario. Here they found the brigantine which the
Sieur de la Forest had brought from Fort Frontenac. After
spending a few days at the mouth of the river in trading with
the Indians, they sailed for the Fort. 'The sea-sickness of a
party of squaws, who embarked with them to save a journey of
forty leagues, by land, to their village, rendered the voyage quite
disagreeable, particularly to Father Hennepin, who emphati-
cally expresses himself qujte disgusted with his fellow voyagers.*’

Kfter touching at the mouth of the Oswego river, where
they traded with the Iroquois, exchanging brandy for furs (a
proceeding strongly condemned by Hennepin), they crossed the
lake and landed on Gull Island, called by Hennepin * Goians,”
one of the group whi(\Q lies off Point T'raverse in the castern,
end of lLake Ontario.\ This island was so named from the
gulls that frequented it in great abundance. They deposited
their eggs in the sand, and left them to be hatched by the sun.

‘“

Hennepin states that he “gathered and carried away a large
quantity;. which relished well in omelette.”t

On arriving at Fort Frontenac, Hennepin was welcomed by
his Franciscan brethren. Two of the Order, Gabriel de la
Ribourde and Zenobe Membre, where chosen to accompany
him in the memorable voyage of the Griffon.}

On the twenty-seventh of May, while the party were at Fort
Frontenac, La Salle, in recognitiog of the servides of the
Franciscans, conveyed to the Order eighteen acres of land
yordering on the %ake-near the Fort, and about one hundred

in the adjacent forest. He also decreed, by virtue of his

* Hennepin, N. Do, pp. o4, 103,
tHennepin, N Do plo1o6
+ HennepingeN. Do p.o1o7.
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authority as governor and proprietor of the Fort, th?u no other
Order should be established in its vicinity. ;
After visiting the neighboring Indians, the Franciscans em-
harked iy the brigantine, for Niagara.* 'They landed first at
the moutl} of the Genesee river, where they traded with the
Senecas; p\chasing furs and supplies, with guns, knives, po\-v-
der, lead ‘and\ brandy; the latter being the most in demand.
Hennepin seclided himself from these distractions, by retiring
some distance i the woods; where he built a bark chapel for
religious observances.  While they were thus delayed, La Salle
arrived at the end of eight days, on his way to the Seneca vil-
lage.  On reaching the latter, he made some presents to attach
the Indians to his interest, and to counteract the prejudices

which his enemies had secretly excited against him. These

negotiations detained them so long, as to prevent their reaching
)

Niagara before the thirtieth of June.

On the fourth of July,t Hennepin and Sergeant la Eleur set
out on foot to rejoin the Griffon. "Fhey visited the great Catar-
act on theiy way, and stopped at the stocks awhere the vessel
had been built, and which Hennepin locates at six leagues from
Lake Ontario. While resting there, two young Indians seriously
incommoded the fathers, by slyly appropriating all their pro-
visions. Here they found an old bark canoe, much “dilap-
idated, which they repairtd as well as their conveniences
allowed. In this, with extemporized paddles; they risked the
voyage up the Niagara, and were cordially welcomed on board
the Griffon, stil] swinging at her anchors, in the current below
the rapids.f A party of Iroquois, retarning with prisoners
from a western foray, \'hitcd the ship on their way, and were
struck with amazement that the,materjal for her equipment,
including such large anchors, could have heen brought up the
rapids of the St Lawrence,  ** Ganioron ! they exclaimed, in

* Hennepin, N. DL, pp. 103

""“'i 1 \_l'.;. o

tes i Hennepim's narrative
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their astonishment; an expression in their language for, *“Won-
derful.”™*  Leavingfnstructions with the pilot, not to attemypt the.
ascent of the river, Hennepin returned to Niagara on the six-

teenth, and brought pp the brigantine in which theyv-had come

- . . - . ~
from FFort Frontenac/ @ far as the Great Rock: and anchored

her at the foot of thd Three Mountains.t

The munitions of war, provisions and rigging with which the
brigantine was loaded, were now carried over the portage by
the crew, aided by the Franciscans, involving many a weary and
painful journey of twolong leagues.  Father Gabriel, sixty-four
years old, went up and down the Three Mountains, three several
times, with remarkafle activity and endurance. It required four
persons to carry the Jargest anchor: but a liberal distribution
of brandy encouraged the men, and lightened their labor.}

The transportation of their effects being thus ;u‘rmnplijml,
all_ repaired to the (nll]z-t of Lake Erie, and waited for the sail-
ing of the Griffon.  Hennepin took advantage of the delay, to
make another visit to the Falls, in company with La Salle and
Father Gabriel.|  He was so charmed with the fine seenery,
the abundant fishery, and the beauty of the river, that he pro-
posed to La Salle to found a settlement on its borders. By this

means, he claimed, the Indian trade could be monopolized, and

at the same time\the interests of religion e promoted. ™
But La Sae wds in debt; depending for the liquidation of

§i> liabilities jon tl

West.  This considd

furs he expected to realize from the far
‘;ltiun‘rulll)lwl with an imtense desire to
explore the interior of the continent, prevented his listeming to
the entreaties of Hennepin., ‘

Everything being ready for the voyage, several fruitless at-

~
-

* I'his is not a Sgneca, but o Mohawk word, Tt was evidently horrowed by Hennepin
from Father Bruyas” manuscript Dictionary of the Mohawk Pancuage, which the forme
consulted in America. The corresponding word ip the Sencea diddect,is Ga=io-o, which
signifres lterally digieult ov cxtraordinary.  Broyas” Radical Waords O the Mohawk

Language, p. 83.

t Hennepin, Ny Dy plons,
tHenndpin, N Do p.o11y.
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»
‘tempts were made by the Greffon to ascend the rapids into

Lake Erie. The winds were cither adverse, or too light. Whike
thus \\‘.li{in;_:. a part of the crew cleared some land on the Cana-
dian shore! and sowed several varieties of garden seeds. *This,”
Savs H('nncl)in, “was done for the benefit (i)h().\c who should
be engaged in maintaining, grer the portage, the communication

Ve

between the vesselsnavigating dhe two lakes. They dis-

covered some wild //;/w//‘\ml quantities of Spanish garlic,

-

(roscambole) growing there spontancously.t

The crew had been reduced, by leaving Father Mehithon and
athers at the ytocks above t~hv FFalls. A\ portion of the remain-
der encamped on shore, to lighten the!vessel in its attempts to
stem the rapid current,  Divine service was daily observed on
board, and, the preaching on Sundays and festivals could casily
- be heard l)_\' the men on .\Imrc.}

On the twenty-secondyof July, Tonty was sent forward with
five men, to jom a company of fourteen, who had, some timc
before, beem ordered Dy La Salle to umlu\mklt the mouth”
of the Detroit river.||

length the wished-for wind from the northeast arose; and
the pagty, to the number of thirty-two souls, including the two
Recolkels who had rec ently ydned them from Fort Fronte-
nac, embayked; and, contrary to the predictions of the pilot,
succeeded/in ascending the rapids into the lake,** as heretofore
“deserthed. -

It was a moment of rejoicing and profound  gratitude, re-
leiously acknowledged by the happy vovagers, ag the vessel
Hoated on the hosom of what Hennepin .\l)&ﬂ\', “the beautitul
lake Erie.”

She now spread her sails to the auspicious breeze, and
commenced her adventurous vovage.  The vas®inland scas

HemnSping No Do op.onis.

b Judge Clinton sayvs, that the chervil was probab!y the sweet cicely, and the roscambole
cither the leek or carlic. '

¢ Hennepin, N. T p
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over which she was about to navigate, had never been explored,
save by the canoe of the Indian, timidly coasting along their
L shores.  Without chart to warn of hidden dangers, she boldly

yloughed her way,—the humble proneer of the vast fleets of our
1 g ) ]

modern lake commerce.

A moonless night succeeded. They had Dbeen told that

Lake Erie was full of shoals, fatal to navigaNon; so they

tiously felt their way, sounding as they went.

* A thick fog now settled on the lake. Suddenly, the sound’
f breakers was borne to the ears of the watchful crew, on the
k and murky night. All but La Salle were sure it yas the
noise of the waves, occasioned by a change of wind. \!\;yl I.a
Salle had seen the rude chart of Gallinée, made ten years be-
fore, containing a rough outline of the northern shnr‘:‘i.\h()wing
Long Point, advancing southc;\st\(ur(l across the pathway of
.+ the Griffon. Suspecting they were approaching this danger, he
?/ ordered thg pilot ta change the course to east-northeast.  They
( oceeded i that direction, under a light breeze, for two or
— g three hours; hearing the same noise, and_sounding constantly,
without finding bottom. An hour later, the depth suddenly
diminished to three fathoms. + All hands were aroused, and the
course changed. At length the fog lifted, and Long Point lay /
- directly before them. ILa Salle’s conjections proved «correct.
v . His caution and vigilance had saved his bark from probable \4
wreck.t  On the next day, they doubled the dangerous head,
land, which‘t'hcy named Saint Francis;} now known as lng
Point. ‘ \
At sunset, they ha@*already sailed forty-five leagpes from the
outlet of the lake. After another anxious night, they reached
‘ the widest part of the lake; from the shores of which, on either
' hand, stretched interminable forests, unbroken by the faintest

signcof civilization., Westward the course of Empire was now

J .
3 .

* Henneping N Do pLorer.,

t Margry, Decouve volo i po2 0. M ’ i)

+ Henneping No Dy paze.
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4 (
taking its way, under the flag of France, gallant]y borne by
her adventurous explorers, of which the prOJutor and builder
of the Griffon was the chief.

France was thus laying the foundations of her dominion
over Canada, the Northwest and Louisiana; soon to be wrcstcd
from her by the more powerful grasp of Pngland—thc latter,
in her turn, compelled to yield the fairest portion of her con-
quest to her rebellious colonies. . )

On the ninth, the winds being favorable, and the lake
smooth, Pointe au Pins and Pointe Pellée were dQubled, on the
right; and on the tenth, early in the morning, pasping between
Lointe Pellée and the Bass Islands,, they reached the mouth of
the Detroit river.® ,

Here they found Tonty and his men, waiting f'r the ship.
They had encapped on a narrow beach at the mouth of the
strait, with the river in front and a watrsh in the rear. A fresh

. . L ] - .
hortheast wind had, during the night, so suddenly raised the

water at that «:né.nf the lake, that it surprised and threatened

to overwhelm them, in thgir slumbers. At bregpk of day, the
Griffon appeared—a welcpme sight.  They sighaled her with
three columns of smoke, §She came to anchorsat the summons,
and received them on®idard.
the eleventh, she entered the rl\ er and sailed up between
‘osse Isle and Bois Black islands. Hennepin was even more
imprcsscd with the beautiful scenery of this river, than by that
of the Niagara. Following the official account, he describes
the strait as thirty leagues long; bordered Jy low and level
banks, and navigable throughout its entire length.  That'on
cither hand were vast ])rnirfcs, extending back to hills covered
with vines, fruit trees, thickets ;11)(] tall forests, so distributed *
as to seem rather ghe work of art, than of nature. -AH kinds of
came abounded, including many species new to the travelers,

The awnings which covered the deck of the Griffon, were gar-

H« n!u’pi: NG I 122,
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. . . . ) ‘ ?
nished with carcasses of deer, killed by thé crew. Abundance

of all kinds of timber, suitable for building purposes, was
growing on shore; also fruit-bearing ggees, including the wal-
nut, the chestnut, plum anda apple;, together with wild vines,
loaded wlth grapes, from which they made-a hittle wine.  **The
inhabitants,” says Hennepin, * who will have the good fortune,
some day, to'settle on this pleasant and fertile strait, will bless
the memory of those who pioncered the way, and crossed Lake
Erie by more than a hundred leagues of an untried navigation,”*

Hennepin had failed to induce La Salle to found a colony
on the banks, of the Niagara,  He now set forth the superior
merits of the Detroit river for such an establishment, pressing
its cothmercial advantages; while his real object, as avowed in

his narrative, was to advance the interests of religion, under

‘cover of secular considerations.t &t he made no impression

on the fixed purposes of La Salle, who resolutely pursued his
way in the Griffon, intent on the accomplishment of the yreat
enterprise he had inaugurated. |

On the tenth of A\ugust, the festival of Saznte Clare, they en-
tered and crossed the lake, which lhc; named after that mar-
tyred saint.  In zlltcmw to pass from }h\- like intq the
river above, lh\‘_\ ¢neou red the same obstacles, which, after
the lapse of l\\\) centuries, confront the mariners of the present

dav. It T reproi h to the yn[u'!;riw of two powerful com-

mercial. nations, that they should suffer such a bharrier to exist. .

for a single season, in the great highway bettveen the East and
the West. In deseribing it Hennepin safs: *We found the

mouth of the St Clar river divided imto many narrow channels,

full of sand-=bars and shoals.  After caretully sounding them

4 - -
all, we dise u\('l'w[ avery fine one, two or three fathoms «]L'L}'.
and almost a league wide, throughout its entire length.”™} ¢

b .

* Henneping No Dy 1240 Margry, Déconvg vollin, poo445.

* Hennepin, N. Do, p. 105,

+ Hennepin, NUDoopoazs. Muabery, Decouve, voll b, peog46. The ficures in the test
are greathy v'\.l;\'x'(*l('iL Necither of the chuannels through the St Clair flats, are over halt
aomile wide, and therr average depth s less than ten feet,

- r‘
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Contrary winds deladed their. progress ghrough the St. Clair
river for several days. At length tifey were enabled to ap-
proach T.ake Huron; but the violent current, increased by a
‘northerly gale, prevented their advancing. . The wind shifting
to the south, lhéy succeeded, with the aid *of a dozen men
towing on shore, as at the outlet of Lake Krie, in surmounting
the rapids, which were pronounced by Hennepin almost as strong
as those of the Niagara,  They entered the lake on the twenty-
third of Nugust; the Franciscans hanting the 7 Dewm for the
third time, and thanking the Almighty for their safe navigation

~Yhus far, and for the sight of the great bay of Lake lln)‘;»;ﬁ’nn
the castern shores of which their brethren had established the
camiest missions in North America, sixtv-four yvears*hefore.®
- As soon as they entered the lake, a fresh wind drove them
rapidly along its castern shore until evening, when it changed
violently to the, southwest.  The Grigfon then tacked to the
northwest, and, running on that course all night, crossed the great
bav of " Sakinam™ (Saginaw), thirty miles in width, and which
penetrates twice that distance into the heart of the Michigan
Peninsula. When morning came, they wege running in sight of
land, qn northwesteriy conrse, paralliel with the western coast,
This comguedyuntil evening, whien thev tere becalmed in two
fathoms water, ymong the Thunder Bav Islands, They sought.
' during a part of the next
wind increasing

-

from tie west, they steered-'orth to cam on oting, sounding

11

1
md waiting for fhe dak. Asatleshaving discovered

1
personai

f the pilot, took |

supervision of the lead duving the remainder of the vovage.t
On the twenty-fitth, they were hecahined until noons when,

favored by a southerly wind, thev steered !1(\1]]\\'(‘\[, Suddenly,

thq wind veered to the southwest, At midnight, they changed

thel course to the north, o avold a caje, since known as Presqud

* Hennepin, NL Dypoazg, \
+ Manzry, DPecoan S . )
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A
Isle, which projected into the lake. Handly had they doubled
this, when a furious gale compelled them to beat to windward
under main and foresail, and then ta lie to until morning.*

" On the twenty-sixth, the violence of the gale obliged them to
send down ‘their topmasts, to lash their yards to the deck, and
drift at the mercy of thc storm. At noon, the waves ran so high
and the lake bec ame so rough, as te compel them to stand in
for the land.t

At this juncture, as related by Humqnn I.a Salle entered
the cabin’ in much alarm, exclaiming that he commended his
enterprise to the Divine protection. “We had been accustomed,™

o

says Hennepin, “during the entire voyvage, to fall on our knees
morning and evening, to say our prayvers publicly, and sing some
hymns of the church.  But the storm was now so violent, that
we could not remain on deck. In this extremity, each one
performed his devotions independently, as well as he could, ex-
cept our pilot, who could never be persuaded to follow our
example. He complained that the Sicur de la Salle had brought
him ‘thus far, to lose, in a fresh-water lake, the glory he bad
acquired in many successful voyages by sea.”}

In this fearful crisis, La Salle was induced, by the importunity
of*the Recollects, to make a special.vow; and, taking Saint An-
thony de Padua, the tutelagy saint of the sailor, for his patron.
he promised, that if God \\oukl deliver them from their present
peril, the first chapel erected in Louisiana should be dedicated
to the Temory of that venerated saint. The vow seems to
have met a response, for the wind slightly decreased.  They
were obliged, however, to lie to, drifting slowly all nigL}t, unable
«to find either anchorage or shelter.

On the twenty-seventh, they were driven nmth\\uurl\ until
evening; when, under favor of a light southerly breeze, they

rounded, Point St. Ignace, and anchored in the calm waters

* Margry, Decouve, voli i, p.og47.
+ Margry, Deconv. voloag, p. 447. i
3 Henneping N. Do p.a;e ' P
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of the bavoof “Misstllimackinae,  desceribed  as a sheltered

harbor, protected, on all sides, except from the southeast.®

»

Here our vovagers found a settlament, composed of Hurons
' ‘

(A iskakons), Ottawas, and a few Frenchmen, A bark-covered
chapel bore the emblem of the cross, ergeted over a mission
planted Dy the Jesuits. Lake a dim taper, it shone, with
feehle lij_‘h‘l. in a vast wilderness of pagan darkness, -Here 1t
was that Marquette and Jolhet, priest and lavman, organized,
sixovears hetore, their memorable vovage down the Mississippi;
and here the bones of the honored lili\\i1llﬁ;lll')' found a grave,
until rided by somesacrilegious relie hunter. A few fragments
that were spared, have been gathered and preserved with pious
care, soon to be deposited under a monument, which will be
visible far and wide, oxer land and water: and show, to coming
cencrations, where the thrice-huried remains of the heroie Mar-
apuette have found a final resting place.

The safe armval of the (Z77f0n i this secure haven, Avas the
occasion of great rejoicing to the weary vovagers, A salute
was tired from her deck, and thrice responded to by the fird-
arms of the Hurons on shore. Mass was gratetully ccelebrated
by the Franaiscans, ing the chapel (]’ the Ottawas,  La Salle
attended, robed in fine L'I(blhc\ e I(lil\:_( a scarlet cloak bor-
dered with gold Tace: Tis arms being laid aside in the chapel, in
charge of a sentinel.  In the distance, the Griffon lay at anchor;
presenting, with her fine equipment, an iImposing appearance.
More than a hundred bark canoes gathered around her, attrac-
ted I)_\‘ the novel s])u'l;n'lc.i’

I.a Salle found, at Missillimakinae, a part of the fifteen men
that he had sent forward from Fort Frontenac to trade with the
[hinois Indiansy and whom he supposed were already among
the latter. - They had#listened to reports on the way, that the
plans of La Salle were visionary, and that the Grifon would
never reach Missillimackinac,  La Salle seized four of the de-

Muargry, Decouve, voliiy, p. 447 )
*Hennepin, N. Doop.orase Margry, Decouy. voll b, pp. 4400 5700
4 . i
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serters; and, learning that two more were at the Saut Sainte
Marie, he despatched Tonty on the twenty-ninth of September,
with six assistants, to arrdst them.

As the season was rapidly passing away, he was unable to

wait for Tonty's return, and gave orders for the departure

of the Griffon.  On the twelfth of HL']J[('H‘II)CI‘, five days before
Tonty's return, she sailed out of the straits, into Lake Michi-
gan, then named Hlinois.® A prosperous run brought her to
an island since called Washington Island, forty leagues from
Missillimackinace, inhabited by the Pottawatamies. It is situa-
ted at the entrance of Za Grand Paie, a name sinee corrupted
Into Green l!:l)'. Some of the party were found there, who
had been sent forward by La Salle to the Ilinots, the year
])I'C\inll\'. 'l'hc'\' ]q];ld collected a l.ll';(' '|llillllil}' of furs, to the
amount of 12,000 pounds, i anticipation of the arrival of the
Griffon.  Our navigators found sceure shelter ina small bay,
now known as Dectroit harbor, on the southerly side ot the
island, where they rode out, at anchor, a violent storm of four
days duration.t

S\s winter was now approaching, La Salle loaded the Groffon
with the furs which had tﬂl»ccn collected; intending to send
them to the storchouse heohad built above the Falls; from
thence to be transhipped to Fort Frontenace, in satisfaction of
the claims of his creditors, His own purpose was to pursue
his route, by canoe, to,the head of Lake Michigan; and from
thence to the country of the Iflinois.  Being unable to obtain
more than four canoes, which’ were wholly insufficient to con-
tain all the merchandise and the various articles destined for
his southern enterprise, he was obliged to leave a portion of his
goods in the Grigfon, with directions to the pilot to deposit
them at Missillimackinac, until the vessel should call for
them, on her return voyage.} '

* Margey, vol. i, p.gs0. Hennepin, La., p. 68 Henneping NU Do p.orgo. Hennepin

says, the Grdgzon left Missillimackinae on the second of September.
t Margry, Decouv., vol. 1., p. 450, Hennepin, N, D, p. 140.

3 Margry, Decouv. vol 1, p. 450.
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The Griffon sailed for the Niagara on the eighteenth of Sep-
tember, but without La Salle; a fatal error, which probable
caused the loss of the vessel, her cargo and crew. A favorable
wind bore her from the harbor; and, with a single gun, she bid
adieu to her enterprising builder, who never saw her again.
She hore a cargo, valued, with the vessel, at fifty or sixty thous-
and franes, obtained at a great sacrifice of time and tredsure.
She was placed l‘ln(lcr the command of the pilot, Lue, assisted

by a superctirgo and five good sailors; with directions to call

at Missillimackimae, and from thence proceed to the Niagara.

Nothing more was heard of her.  On the second day after she
satled, a storm arose which lasted five davs. It was one of
those destructive gales which usually prevail at that scason
over the northern lakes,  Shevis reported to have been seen
amonyg the islands i the northerly end of Lake Michigan, two
davs after satling, by some Pottawatamies, who advised the
piiot to wait for more favorable weather.  They last saw her
halt a league from the shore, helplessly driven by the storm
upon a sandy bar, where she probably foundered; a total loss,
with all on bhoard.*

A hatechway, a cabin door, the truck of a flag-staft, a piece of
rope, a pack of spoiled heaver skins, two pair of Tinen hreeches
torn and spoiled with tar, were subsequently found, and recog-
nized as relies of the ill-fated ship.t

The day after she sailed, La Salle, with the Recolleets and
fourtcen men, left in four bark canoes, laden with a forge and
its appurtenances, carpenters’, joiners’, and sawyers’ tools, with
arms and merchandise, and pursued his way along the western
shore of Lake Michigan, and entered the Hlinois and Mississippi
rivers, in the prosecution of his enterprise. After leaving
Gireen Bay, he had hardly crossed half way from the island to
the main shore, when the same storm in which the Griffon was
wrecked, burst upon his party, in all its fury.  They succeeded

Hennepin, N Doop e Marary, Decouv, voll in, pp. 430, 451,
t Margry, Decouvayvolo i, p. 74.
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.

in landing in a small sandy bay, where they were detained five
days, waiting for the abatement of the tempest. In the mean
time, La Salle was filled with anxious forebodings as to the
safety of his vessel®  Many months clapsed betore he heard
of its loss. 1t was not the only disaster, but one of a series,
which Defell this enterprising explorer. Yet his iron will was
not subdued, nor his impetuous ardor diminished.” He con-
tinued to prosceute his discoveries, under the most dishearten-
ing reverses, with a self-reliance and energy that never faltered.
He was equal to every situation, whether sharing the luxuries
of civilized hfe, or the privations ot the wilderness: whethier
contending with the snows of o Canadian winter, or the hurn-
ing heats of Texas; whether paddling his canoce along the north-
ern lakes, or seeking, by sea, for the mouth of the Mississippi,
His eventful life embodied the elements of w grand epic poem,
full of romantic interest and graphic imcident: alternating in
success and failure, and culmimatng in a travic death.

France and America, in friendlv and honorable rivalry, are
now sceking to do justice to his fame, The rehearsal of the
story of the Greffon, the butlding ot which, through his enter-
prisc, was the carliest event of historical interest on the Niagara
fronticr, seems, on this hi-centennial anniversary, an appro-

priate tribute to his memory.,

* He nl,-;fm. N. Do p.o1gg. Marery, D




