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EDITORIAL JOTTINGS.

ATTENTION is called to the official nosice of
last month, that the third quarterly meeting
of the Executive Committee of the C. C. M.S.
will be held in Montreal on April the 8th.
Churches requiring the services of students
for the summer vacation should send their
applications to the secretary, Rev. Dr. Jack-
son, Kingston, at once.

THE treasurer of the C.C, Missionary So-
ciety will make out his annual statement for
the auditors not later than the first week in
May, therefore the accounts for the year 1883-4
will have to be closed by the 15th of next
month. Those churches which have not
already sent in their anuual collections with
the lists, should take notice of this and for-
ward at once. Itis very important that all
sums belonging to this year should appear in
the treasurer’s statement, as the Colonial
Missionary Society base their grant of twenty
per cent. on the amount reported by the Cana-
dian churches.

WE see by the Montreal papers that the
Montreal Loan and Mortgage Company, in
which twenty-two out of the twenty-four
thousand dollars of our Provident Fund seem

seemed to offer an exceptionally high rate of
interest, but to insist that the annuities must
be first made good. We therefore appeal (on our
own editorial responsibility) to the churches,
that they set themselves at once to work to in-
crease their contributions to this branch of de-
nominational work, so that those whose very
bread may be dependent upon a supply that
for a time may fail, shall not miss their already
too small, but very much needed quarterage.
In other words, to the rescue first, then wisdom
for future management and repairing any
losses that may be. We promise to double
our contributions. Who next?

CREED making in this restless, eritical, hasty
nineteenth century is not the easiest task for
even consecrated intellects. It is well known
that great diversity of opinion obtains even
among churches that openly accept a definite
creed. Would any one, strange to our ecclesi-
astical evasions, dream that the author of the
“Fourfold State” and the writers of “ Scotch
Sermons ” owned allegiance to the same
confession of faith? The former pure, bold,
i pronounced Calvinism ; the other — well,
i broad enough for the broadest Unitarian, if
not for the Agmostic. The theologies of the
i late Dean Stanley and of Cannon Liddon are

to have been invested, is in difficulties. There ; divided by the whole domain of dogma; yet
is talk of a reduction of stock, twenty or,the one was Dean of Westminster, the other
twenty-five per cent. ; of liquidation even. The ' Canon at St. Paul's. Many earnest men, by
Presbyterian and Methodist colleges have | no means rationalistic, would gladly see the
heavy interests also. We, at this distance, | creeds of the Reformation period, which bind
know little of the true inwardness of this | so many churches, simplified. yet fear to take
financial perplexity. We draw attention to; up old landmarks, uncertain where the new
the fact chiefly for this reason: Seven of the ; would be placed. Who can formulate a con-
widows and three of the children of our de- i fession representing, even substantially, the
parted ministers are depending upon their  belief of Christiandom to-day? We pub-
annuities, the very smallness of which makes : lished, August, 1882, an abbreviated confession
it all the more imperative that the doie should . for the use of the missionaries of the Presby-
not fail. We do not desire to diseuss with terian churches of old Seotia, in which not one
the afterwise the wisdom of investing eleven- of the distinctive features of Calvinism was
twelfths of a trust fund in one institution that . found, and where the question of eternal pun-



96 THE CANADIAN

INDEPENDENT.

ishment was commuted to “ being condemned,
shall suffer the punishment due to their sins.”

It has been often felt that the Congrega-
tional body, without a subscribed creed, has
been dogmatically at loose ends, and its pul-
pits eminently uncertain in their sound. On
the other hand, if their theory of church
volity be capable of material manifestation,
freed from traditionary bonds, animated by
the true life of all churches, the Spirit of
Christ, it ought, before all others, to be able to
present for acceptance a living, unequivocal
statement of those things which are niost
surely believed amongst them. The men who
formed the National Council, which assembled
in St. Louis in 1880, accepted the task, and
appointed a commission to draw up such a
statement, not fo this Council, but to the
churches and to the world through the public
press.  The commissioners were selected, it
will be remembered, by a committee appointed
by the Council for this special purpose ; and
after careful deliberation, cfer a statement to
the churches worthy of their acceptance, and
which,isdesigned,not as an authoritat®ve creed,
but to “carry such weight of authority as the
character of the commission and the intrinsic
merit of their exposition of the truth may
command.” In addition tothe “ Statement of
Dectrine,” the commission report a brief and
simple confession of faith for the use of the
churehes in the admission of members. The
applicant agrees to accept, according to the
measure of his understanding of it, the “sys-
tem of Christian truth held by the churches
of our faith and order,” and repeats the
Apostles’ Creed.

The commission represented men on either
wing, the Conservative and the Liberal, the
Old Theolgy and the New, of which Dr. Dex-
ter and Dr. Lyman Abbott may be taken re-
speetively as representatives. They have
agrecd, and given to us, not a knotless thread,
but a precise statement of evangelical truth in
the living words of to-day, and yet words that
do not part company from the expressed faith
of the Christendom of the past; for the
church of to-day can only, if true, be the con-
tinuation of the church of the past. The state-
ment will not esecape criticism. We venture,
however, to express our conviction that as an

epitome of Evangelical truth it stands unex-
celled, and that it gives a fearless and honest !
expression to the dogmatic faith of the great!

body of Congregational churches on the
American continent. As such we commend
it to the prayerful study of our Canadian
Churches.

‘“ STATEMENT OF DOCTKINE:”

‘1. We believe in one God, the Father Almigaty,
Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible
and invisible ;

““And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who i8 of one substance with the Father; by whom
all things were made :

““And in the Holy 'Spirit, the Lord “and Giver of
life, who is sent from the Father and Son, and who,
together with the Father and Son, is worshipped and
glorified.

¢ 1I. We believe that the providence of God, by
which he execuces his eternal },ursoses in the govern-
ment of the werld, isin and over all events ; yet so
that the freedom and responsibility oi man are not
impaired, and sin is the act of the creature alone.

““III, We believe that man was made in the image
of God, that he might know, love and obey God, and
enjoy Him forever; that our first paronts by disobedi-
cuce fell under the righteous condemnation of God ;
and that all men are so alienated from God that there
is no salvation from the guilt and power of sin except
through God’s redeeming grace.

¢ IV. We believe that God would have all men
return to Him ; that to thisend He has made Himself
known, not only through the works of Naturs, the
course of His providence, and the consciences of men,
but also through supernatural revelations made es-
pecially to a chosen people, and, above all, when the
fulness of time was come, through Jesus Christ, His
Son.

“V. We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and
New Testaments are the record of God’s revelation of
Himself in the work of redemption ; that they were
written by men under the special guidance of the
Holy Spirit ; that they are able to make wise unto
salvation ; and that they constitute the authoritative
standard by which religious teaching and human con-
duct are to be regulated and judged.

“VI. We believe that the love of God to sinful
men has found its highest expression in the redemp-
tive work of His Son; who became man, uniting His
divine nature with our human nature in one person ;
who was tempted like unto men, yet without sin ;
who by His humiliation, His holy obedience, His
sufferings, His .eath on the cross, and Hie resurrection,
became a perfect Redeemer ; whose sacrifice of Him-
self for the sins of the world declares the righteous-
ness of God, and is the sole and sufficient ground of
forgiveness and of reconciliation with Him.

““VII. Webelieve that Jeaus Christ, after He had
rigsen from the dead, ascended into Heaven, where,
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a8 the one Mediator betweea God and man, He carries
forward His work of saving men ; that He sends the
Holy Spirit to convict them of sin, and to lead them
to repentance anl faith ; and that those who through
renewing grace turn to righteousness, and trust in
Jesus Christ as their Redeemer, receive for His sake
the forgiveness of their sins, and are made the chil-
dren of God.

¢ VIII. We believe that those who are thus re-
generated and justified, grow in sanctified character
through fellowship with Christ, the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit, and obedience to the truth ; that a holy
life is the fruit and evidence of saving faith; and that
the believer’s hope of continuance in such a life is in
the preserving grace of God.

¢“IX. We believe that Jesus Christ came to estab-
lish among men the Kingdom of God, the reign of
truth and love, righteousness and peace; that to
Jesus Christ, the Head of this kingdom, Christians
are directly responsible in faith and conduct ; and
that to Him all have immediate access without media-
torial or priestly intervention,

¢¢X. We believe that the Church of Christ, invisi-
ble and spiritual, comprises all true believers, whose
duty it is to associate themselves in churches, for the
maintenance of worship, for the promotion of spirituai
growth and fellowship, and for the conversion of men;
that these churches, under the guidance of the Holy
Scriptures and in fellowship with one another, may
determine—each for itself—their organization, state-
ments of belief, and forms of worship, may appoint,
and set apart their own ministers, and should co-
operate in the work which Christ has committed to
them for the furtherance of the Gospel throughout
the world.

“X1. We believe in the observance of the Lord’s
day, as aday of holy rest and worship ; in the minis-
try of the Word ; and in the two sacraments, which
Christ has appointed for His church ; Baptism, to be
administered to believers and their children, as the
sign of sleansing from sin, of union to Christ, and of
the impartation of the Holy Spirit; and the Lord’s
Supper, as & symbol of His atoning death, a seal of
its efficacy, and a means whereby He confirms and
sirengthens the spiritual union and communion of
believers with Himself,

“XIL. We believe in the ultimate prevalence of
the Kingdom of Christ over all the earth; in the
glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour
Jesus Christ ; in the resurrection of the dead ; and
in a final judgment, the issues of which are everlast-
ing punishment and everlasting life.”

Julius N. Seelye, D.D., Charles M. Mead, D.D.,
Henry M. Dexter, D.D., Alexander McKenzie, D.D.,
Jas. Gibson Johnson, D.D., George P. Fisher, D.D.,
George L. Walker, D.D., George T. Ladd, D.D.,

Samuel P. Leeds, D.D., David B. Coe, D.D,,
William M. Taylor, D.D., Lyman Abbott, D.D.,
Augustus F. Beard, D.D., William W. Patton, D.D.,
James H. Fairchild, D.D., Isracl W. Andrews, D.D.,
Zachary Eddy, D.D., James T. Hyde, D.D., Alden
B. Robbins, D.D., Constance L. Goodell, D.D.,
Richard Cordley, D.D., Geoge Mooar, D.D.

OLp prejudices die hard, and yet in such
a respectable body as the Convocation of
Canterbury, one would think that a mere
reference to a fact in history would have been
allowed. At a late meeting, Archdeacon Far-
rar, speaking on a purely Church question,
said he would illustrate his point by a saying
of Cliver Cromwell’s, he was interrupted by
cries of “Oh” and murmurs of disapproba-
tion from all parts of the House. Dr. Farrar
insisted that he was not ashamed ever in that
house to quote the words of one of the greatest
of Christian rulers, and the words were these :
“If any man soever thinks the interest of
Christianity is separate from the interests of
nations, I wish that my soul may not enter
into his secret.” We appreciate Dr. Farrar's
courage. Ecclesiastical perverseness never
showed & ruore diabolical spirit than when it
taught the nation Cromwell first made re-
spected as well as feared among the thrones of
Kurope, to call their benefactor an usurper, and
the restoration of the infamous Charles “ an
unspeakable mercy.” What has the Convoca-
tion of Canterbury done for England’s great-
ness compared with Cromwell's sword and
Milton’s pen ?

“ CHINESE GORDON ” is again to the fure,
and the eyes of the civilized world are turned
towards his mission. Of this remarkable
Scotchman we subjoin a brief sketch from our
contemporary, the English Nonconformist,
assured that our readers will thank us for giv-
ing its appreciative remarks:—“ Chinese Gor-
don began his career as a lieutenant ot artil-
lery before Sebastopol. His earnestness and
devotion there led to his appointment on the
survey to seftle the new Russian boundary
after the war. He was with the allied armies
before P<king, and made an adventurous jour-
ney right across the heart of China to the
Great Wall. In this journey he manifested a
fearlessness, a fertiiity of resource, and a tact
in dealing with alien races such as marked him
out for the special missionhe afterwardsunder-
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took. The Chinese themselves were quite un-
able t. put down the Tae-ping rebellion. For
years it had been slowly eating like a cancer
into the vitals of their empire. In this ex-
tremity they humbled themselves so far as to
invite the aid of foreign genmerals, and the
place of one of these having fallen vacant,
Major Gordon, as he then was, receivedan ap-
pointment, on the recommendation of the
British Ambassador. He held this post for
little more than a year, and during that -time
he accomplished what others had been striv-
ing in vain to achieve for many years previ-
ously. That he showed military skill is not
to be questioned. But in his case, as in that
of Oliver Cromwell, strategical genius was
quite subordinate to the wonder-working
power of moral inspiration. He speedily
established a personal supremacy such as
secured discipline with a minimum of severity.
He manifested an utter disregard for his own
safety ; and still more for all pecuniary inter-
ests. He perscnally led the way in the hot-
test fights, unarmed, and carrying only a small
cane, as though he were the conductor of a
concert rather than a military leader. Yet he
was never wounded but once, and his Chinese
soldiers came to regard his safety as a manifest
miracle. They would follow him anywhere ;
but sometimes in the deadly breach, while
storming a fort, he had to seize bis subordin-
ate officers by the arm, and pull them forward.
In a word, he quelled the rebellion, and
secured, for the time, at least, the Chinese
Empire.

“For a few years after this he was employed
at home in his own branch of the service. But
in 1873, having met Nubar Pasha at Constan-
tinople, and having learned that an European
officer was required to take charge of a dis-
trict in the Soudan, he offered his services to
the Khedive and was accepted. In the more
difficult enterprise on which he now entered,
he pursued precisely the same policy—if policy
it can be called—of relying entirely on truth,
right, and justice, combined with personal
energy. We have mentioned above one of
the points of resemblance between him and
Oliver Cromwell. The comparison might be
carried very much farther. Not only is he a
man of prayer, as Cromwell was, but he holds
as strongly as the great Puritan hero to
the superintendence of a special Provi-
dence and the ordinatior of everything by

Divine decrees. From the slaughter of a stray
detachment of soldiers to the loss of a valued
rifle, he consoles himself for every misfortune
by the reflection that it has been ordained of
God. In his former work in the Soudan he
cast aside every thought, every hope, every
speculation, in the concentration of all purpose
upon the achievement of the duty immediately
before him. He had to organize chaotic dis-
tricts, to establish communications, to pacify
hostile tribes. In the course of twelve
months he succeeded so far that for hundreds
of miles along the Nile, where an army had
been necessary to convey stores, a couple of
unarmed porters could travel with security
What pleased the late Khedive most was that
Gordon sent him more tribute from his district
than any other officer had done. Under such
circumstances, there is little wonder that he
afterwards received a higher commission, and
was entrusted with an embassy to Abyssinis.
But he altogether despaired of any righteous
government by Egyptian rulers, and itis this
very despair which makes him now the right
man in the right place. For, so far, as we
understand him, he thinks the only thing to
be done for the Soudan is to restore it to its
ancient tribal independence.”

It is known that as there arzadded to the
Old Testament what are known as the Apoch-

phal Books, so also there are what are
called Apochryphal Books of the New Testa-
ment. Such a book is the Epistle of Clement,
which was read in some of the early churches,
and is found in the Alexandrian Codes. The
Pastor of Hermas is another instance forming
a part of the Codex Sinaiticus. Some of
these writings are known only by name, Jike
the Acts of Peter, and the Gospel according to
the Egyptians. Among the list of those whose
name only was known stands “ The Doctrines
of the Apostles” Clement of Alexandria
‘AD. 200) quotes the work as seripture.
Other writers of the early age mention it. A
Bishop of the Eastern church {Nicomedia) has
apparently discovered and edited a Greek
text of this very ancient work, which has been
given to the world in a German translation,
from advance sheets of which the Neww York
Independent gives an English translation.
This document is of capital importance in the
study of Ante-Nicene days, and seems to throw
some light ou many vexed questions of church
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polity and doctrine. There is no allusion to
infant baptism. though the absence of such an
allusion is no sure indication of its being un-
known or discllowed; there are distinct
statements as to the baptism of converts,
which plainly indicate that the mere mode
was of little account. The Independent gives
this translation :—

‘7. But as to baptism, baptize thus: Baptize after
thou has imparted all the above doctrines vhe (moral
teachings of chaps. 1-6), in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, in flowing
water. If, however, thou hast not flowing water,
then baptize with other water ; if there be no cold at
hand, with warm, But if thou hast neither, then
sprinkle the head three times with water, in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.
But before the baptism, the baptizer and the baptized
are to fast. Thou shalt command the baptized to fast
a day or two beforehand.”

The Lord’s day is viewed as an existing
institution, and the practice of the early
church regarding its pastors is unmistakably
indicated in such words as these: “Choose
for yourselves bishops and deacons, who are
worthy of the Lord, gentle and not miserly,
and upright and proven men; for they per-
form also for you the service of the prophets
and the teachers. Despise them not.” There
is no mention of Presbyters, from which we
nay safely infer, in accord with the constant
testimony of the earliest days, that the bishop
and the presbyter were one. There is little
theology proper in the bouk, but directions
for a simple, earnest, practical polity, and a
worshipful and a holy life. We shall wait
with interest the arrival of the publication.

MoxTtrEAL and Toronto have been favoured
with a visit from Rev. R. Winsor, Missionary
of AB.CFM., at Sirur, Bombay Presidency.
We had the pleasure of listening in the North-
ern Congregational church to his most inter-
esting account of mission work in India. He
said that the effect of Christianity had, with-
in the past few years, been felt through the
length and breadth of India. Ifa small body
of Hindoos were to come to this country and
make their influ 1ce felt in the Legislatures
and among the young men of the country,
they would think that these people were a

great power. They might then imagine the
difficulty of a small band of missionaries going |
into a country inhabited by two hundred and !

fifty million people who were without Christ,
with an alien belief, and reflect on the wonder
that in so short a time so much had been done.
The Hindoos were an intensely religious
people. A Hindoo did nothing that was not
religious. They ware divided in four castes.
The low caste people would not enter the high
caste, because each thought the division a
divine order. The fourth class were the ser-
vants of the higher classes, and were content to
remain so, as their forefathers had done two
thousand years before them. When a man
was a blacksmith or a tailor it was not from
choice, but simply because his ancestors
before him had been blacksmiths or tailors, as
the case might be, and because he thought it
was a matter of divineordinance. To bring
one of those Hindoos over to the Christian re-
ligion was to make him lose his trade, for the
people who had hitherto given him their sup-
port immediately withdrew their patronage
from him. An article of their sacred books,
taught in childhood as a vital principle, is
that “ To leave your own religion and accept
the religion of another is sin.”

This Mr. Winsor graphically illustrated by
a letter he had received from a friendly Brah-
min, to whom he had said there was no God
like to the Godof the Christians. The Brahmin
expressed a belief in one God supreme over
all, whom Chastians and Hindoos alike wor-
ship. He worskLipped him as a Hindoo, and
would ever do so. To change the religion in
which one was born was a sin. He did not
ask the Christian to change—why should he
turn !

There were two facts which Mr. Winsor's
visit brought more vividly before us than
hitherto. The first, the present attitude of the
Government in India towards Christian mis-
sions compared with its really hostile aspect
under the East India Company. Mr. Winsor
testifies to the favourable attitude of - the
authorities in his sase. Though the English
authorities maintain striet impartiality to-
wards the native inhabitants, they place no
obstacles in the way of mission schools, they
even encourage the missionaries in their en-
deavours to give to the natives the advantages
of an European education. This is a great gain
over the time when Christian imissionaries
were treated by the rulers of a Christian land
with suspicion.

The other fact is the true Catholicity of



100

THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

Christianity. The great Missionary Societ
of the United States maintaining e¢n British
soil a Christian mission for British subjects.
Long may the Anglo-Saxon race unite in the
noble work of the world’s evangelization.

Valuable testimony was borne by Mr. Win-
sor to the general contentment of the people
as a whole under British rule, which they ac-
knowledge to be just and benign. They feel,
it is true, the burden of taxation, but in the
security and peace enjoyed find more than
counterbalancing advantages. We would de-
sire that Mr. Winsor should visit us during
our Union meetings. An impetus would thus
be given to our incipient Foreign Mission
scheme.

POWER.

The truths and reflections I shall endeavour
to present for your acceptance and earnest
consideration are such as presented themselves
to me in an endeavour to lessen the distance
between the ideal of Christian life and work,
and the actual condition found immediately
around ; an attempt, as the apostle exhorts, at
self-examination, proving ones own self, know-
ing that Jesus Christ is in us, unless indeed
we be reprobate ; confident that where Christ
is He cannot be hid, painfully conscious too
of the comparative poverty of results in con-
verted lives and manifested righteousness as
indicated by effects upon the world around
of our Christian endeavour. The enquiry
therefore presses: Why our straitness? What
continues the huge distance between our
actual and our ideal? Why do churches
languish 2 Why tarry the wheels of that
chariot which bears righteousness and joy and
peace ?

To put the matter plainly. The theory of
our Congregational churches is that they are
formed of living men, not dead in trespasses
and sin, but quickened by the spirit which
wrought such wonders at Pentecost, and sent
forth faithful men with power to shake the
nations and plant the cross “in every nation
under heaven.” And yet we seem scarcely to
be holding our own, and are making compara-
tively little impression, at least as from a
denominational standpoint viewed, upon the
mass inert and corrupting around. Nor does
the progress others mark appear successfully
to stem back the tide of worldiness, vice, ruin.

Fro.n all the churches there is an undertone,
even Rome joins therein :—*“ The ways of Zion
do mourn, because none come to the solemn
feasts, her gates are desolate, her priests sigh,
her virgins are afflicted, and she is in bitter-
ness.” *Turn thou us unto the land, and we
shall be turned; renew our days as of old.”
I was at first tempted to make use of statistics,
and found as the thoughts came upon me some
ready at hand, e. g.: A reported membership
of nearly 400,000 in our American churches
gave a net gain during the past ecclesiastical
year of but 3,500. Experience, however, does
not give confidence in religious statistics—
someone has said with equal force and truth
that nothing can lie like figures—and appear-
ances are not always to be taken at their face
value. Conscious of this I, therefore, left all
debatable or doubtful grouud, and took my
stand upon what even though we approach
with different spirit we all will readily acknow-
ledge—our work—gospel work—does not pro-
gress in our hands even as we ourselves could
desire—granted our own standard -we do not
attain chereunto. Is there a cause ?

Musing thereon, it seemed to me, that with-
out depreciating what has been or is being done,
without fault-finding, which both embitters
and distracts, without discussing comparisons,
a few reflections on some first principles might
do much to put usin a right attitude to receive
the uiessings we professedly believe the Father
has in hand ready to bestow, when faith im-
portunes and perseveringly waits atthe throne.
And one word came prominently before me,
which in its varied connexions may lead us to
a more vital apprehension of privilege and
life than at present realized. When a human
home was to bear the presence of the Great
One, Son of the Most High, to the destined
mother it was said “ the POWER of the Most
High shall overshadow thee.”—Luke i. 35.
What less than that overshadowing strength
could enable a frail daughter of Eve to fulfil
the mission. Mother of Him to whom nation
and prophetic word ever pointed as the Christ,
the Jesus, who should save his people from
their sins, He came, the home received Him,
from that home he went forth to fulfil all
righteousness and to be tempted in all points
like as we are, that as a merciful and faithful
high priest he might abide. Temptation tries,
“ When he hath tried me, I shall come forth
as gold.”—Job xxiii. 10; and from that vie-
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tory over all temptation which assures us of
victory in Him, “Jesus returned in the POWER
of the Spirit, and he taught in their syna-
gogues, being glorified of all.”—Luke iv. 14.

The possessed stood before him “ What have
we to do with Thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth ?”
(Luke iv. 36) eried the demon, but Jesus of
Nazareth came to deliver the captive, and
“with authority and POWER he commanded,”
his command was healing. This term is not
designed to be vague, for “the POWER of the
Lord was with him that he should heal”
(Luke v. 17) implies a special grace or gift as
wndicated when the apostle writes concerning
the diversities of spiritual gifts; “ to another
the gift of healing by the same spirit. ”—1 Cor.
xii. 9.

And now the earthly ministry of the Re-
deemer must end : “It is expedient for you
that I go away, for if I go not away the
PARACLETE will not come unto you, but if I
go1 will send him unto you.”—dJohn xvi. 7. We
cannot separate this promise from those words
spoken during the resurrection days. “Ye
shall receive POWER when the Holy Ghost is
eome upon you, and ye shall be my witnesses”
(Acts i. 8) ; where the promise of the Spirit
is the promise of POWER, and that POWER in
exercise is witnessing for the risen Christ.
The risen Jesus now ascends, and his seat of in-
tercession is on “the right hand of THE POWER
OF GoD.”—Heb. vii. 25 ; Luke xxii. 69. Thus
the heavens receive him until the time of
restitution of all things—Aects iii. 21 ; never-
theless that POWER has not been taken from
earth, for on Pentecost’s day of power it was
declared, “ Being at the right hand of God
exalted, and having received of the Father the
promise of the Holy Ghost, He hath poured
out this which ye now see and hear.”—Acts
ii. 33. We need not be surprised then to read
that “with great POWER gave the apostles
their witness of the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus "—iv. 33 ; or that the protomartyr
Stephen was ¢ full of faith and of PoweRr,”—
vi. 8 ; as he witnessed of Messiah found.

At the risk of seeming tedious and pedantic
T will further follow this conception of power,
e.g., an apostolic benediction reads thus: “Now
the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace
in believing, that ye may abound in hope, in
the POWER of the Holy Ghost”—Rom. xv.13;

thus the gospel is declared to be unto those
‘world will always win, as against the shilly-

being saved “the POWER of God ’—1 Cor. i.

18; and the same apostle declares his preach-
ing to have been “not in persuasive words of
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit
and of POWER, that your faith should not stand
in the wisdom of men, but in the pOWER of
God”—1 Cor. ii. 4; and the kingdom of God
is declared to be “ not in word but in POWER,”
—1 Cor. iv. 20 ; “the PowER of the Lord
Jesus—1 Cor. v. 4.

There is a branch of science known as
“ dynamics,” which treats of the action or
movements of physical force or energy.
Science loves learned names. In that word
“ dynamics ” we recognize “dunamis,” the
same that we have lLeen following in our
English dress as “ power.” There is a science
then of “ Christian dynamics” or power. And
ifin the estimation of any the use of the word
“dynamics ” would invest the subject with
greater dignity or deeper interest, by all means
dynamics let 1t be.

A vessel has to be built for ocean transit,
DYNAMIC laws, or laws of POWER are studied;
so much water has to be displaced, so much
resistance overcame, engines, furnaces, Jines,
are built accordingly. A column has ¢o be
reared, so much HORSE POWER is required to
put it in place. A gradient is guaged by
the capacity to drag the load up its steep.
Laws of resistance and power are madein the
engineering department subjects of .areful
study. There is work to be done, resistance
to be overcame, progress to be made in the
world of gospel endeavour. What is needed
to accomplish the same ? What are the laws
of Christian power, the principles of gospel
dynamies ? A negative principle meets us at
the very threshold, and that presented by him
who next to the Master he served has left the
impress of his work upon the Christian pro-
gress of the centuries. *The weapons of our
warfare are not of the flesh but mighty
(dynamic) before God to the casting down of
strongholds”—2 Cor. x, 4; for “our gospel
came not in word only, but also in POWER and
in the Holy Ghost and in much assurance (or
fulness)—1 Thess. 1. 5; “ the demonstration of
the Spirit and of POWER, that your faith should
not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the
POWER of God.”—1 Cor. ii. 5. They engaged in
the prosecution of gospel work need not endea-
vour to compete with the world in striving for
success. The thorough going worldliness of the
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shally half-hearted conformity to its ways
which tries to serve God and not offend Mam-
mon. The power of Christian work is not to
be found in truckling ways. The mere politi-
cian may find it necessary for the success of
his party to play the demagogue and allow
his principles to set loosely upon him, not the
statesman whose endeavour is his countryls
good. It is a most desirable thing that the
wealth and influence of society should be on
the side of Christianity, but if to gain that
desirable end, Christianity deems their want as
fatal to success, it ceases to he Christianity in
the sense of a spiritual PGWER, and becomes a
mere bidder at the devil’s auction mart for the
wares and vanities of earth. Wealth, influence
social worth, however influential and desirable
never vet wnconsecrated, regenerated a so-
clety, saved a soul from death, or covered
life’s multitude of sins from heaven’s lightning
curse, whilst notably some of Christianity’s
most decisive triumphs have been achieved, not
only without, but against their influence, and
this leads direct to the great lesson we would
press, that Christian life, Christian church
life is entire dependence upon the quick-
ening spirit which baptized the Redeemer
Himself with power to heal and rise, and
clothed the apostles with converting power.!
The true church is neither organization, ritual |
nor creed, neither is it the absence of them.
No definition that answers to either or all
these outward manifestations, asserting or
denying, can define the source or depository
of this POWER which may make effectual the
gorgeous services under the mighty dome
which renders enduring Michael Angelo’s fame,
or the baldest, coarsest service of the most !
despised conventicle. The presence of the,
Spirit is to be assumed, or like the ark of the|
covenant at Aphek, our ..ganizations andi

t
i

forms are destined to be but the spoils for the:
enemy, not the means and symbol of victory.
And the Spivit's presence, power, is the.
Father’s gift in the Saviour's name—John xiv.
26, which presses this consideration. Christi--
anity--Christian power, is Christ, and Christ is
a person. One of the great writersof the day has-
thus written : “Ideasare often poor ghosts; our
sun-filled eyes cannot discern them ; they pass-
athwart us in their vapour, and cannot make
themselves felt, But sometimes they are made’
flesh ; they breathe upon us with warm
breuth ; they touch us with warm, responsive
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hand, they look at us with sad, sincere eyes,
and speak to us in appealing tones; they are
clothed in a living human soul, with all its
conflicts, its faith, and its love. Then their
presence is a power; then they shake us like a
passion, and we are drawn after them with
gentle compulsion, as flame is drawn to flame.”
“ The Word,” God’s power, by which he made
the worlds, “was made flesh and dwelt
among us;” hence the power of Christianity
is not in a philosophical or theological
school. Christ does not say “ Accept these
ideas,” but “accept ME!” Islamism says:
“There is a heaven, this is the way.” Christ,
says: “He hath eternal life that believeth on
me.” It is Hisinactual possession. Buddhism,
which men are fond in these days of setting
alongside Christianity, says: “Seek rest by
utter seli-forgetfulness.” Christianity says :
«“ Bear your cross and follow me.” “He that
hath the Son hath life, and he that hath
not the Son of God hath not life "—1 John
v.12—“but the wrath of God abideth in him.”
—John iii. 36.

Our earthly loves and friendships teach us
in a measure what devction to a person may
be. Let us so by prayer, waiting upon the
Word and its ministry, yielding up of ourselves
to the gracious influences of the Spirit of God,
and readiness to follow the enlightened dictates
of our conscience, grasp the truth of Christ’s
reality, that His person and presence may
inspire guide and confirm us in the work of
righteousness and the way of peace. Let us
also feel that His is the kingdom of right, and
as faithful liegemen we fight that He may
reign. Let us not strive to find any other
source of regenerative power than that which
is in Christ, the way, the truth and the life.
We cannot create the power we need, nor
think ourselves into it ; we cannot drift into it
by “taking things easy.” We nee to wait
upon him as the early disciples in the upper
room in Jerusalem, suffering “His love to
charm us into a kindred love; laying our
hearts close beside His that they may learn to
beat with the same metion ; our wills near His
that they may fall into its harmony.”

OpPExN rebuke is better than secret love.

“TRUST in the Lord with all thine heart;
and lean not unto thine own understanding.
In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He
shall direct thy paths.”—~Prov. iii. 5, 6.
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FOR THE BOYS. ‘

“ DARE TO BE TRUE.” |

They were leaving school together at four, when |
Tom Bruce proposed that they should all go over to
his father’s barn, and make their plans for a grand |
skating match, to be held on the mill pond, on Satur- |
day. Each boy wanted to be on the committee, and .
each wanted to know all that was to take place, so |
when one shouted ‘Oh yes! come along and we'll !
settle everything.” Fred did not stop tu think that |
he had promised mother to hurry home and shovel E
snow, nor Will to remember thai his father needed !
him—John quite forgot his errand to the village, and |
Charley the message he had for Mr. Brown, so they %
all trooped off together. They were almost to the,
barn, and tongues were busy proposing 2ll manner of |
wonderful feats on skates, when Harry Bain came to |
a sudden halt and exclaimed : Oh! I say, boys, T
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keeps his word is the right kird of boy, and I say we
have a ‘“Dare to be True ” club. When Harry called
at Mrs. Drummond's that afternoon, Tommy was
better, and Harry thought what a good thing it was
that he had not broken his promise, and how sorry
and ashamed he would have been if Tommy had
suffered through his carelessness. Mr. John Frost
gave the boys his best ice for Saturday afternoon and
king Sol beamed brightly on the best carnival of the
season. Harry's heart were light, and his face bright
because he had not allowed giddy Miss Pleasure and
wily Miss Forgetfulness to get the better of him and
his skates flew over the ice as if he were chasing all the
naughty faults that had ever troubled him.

A FRIENDLY LETTER ADDRESSED TO
QUARRYMEN, COLLIERS, &c.*

My Dear Frienp,—1 like this definition of the word

can't go to the barn, Mrs. Drummond is all alone | sympathy, dow’t you: A fellow feeling for a fellow
with little Tom who is sick, and I promised to call | creature?” Yes, how true it is that one touch of
every night after school and see if she wanted any- ' nature makes us all akin. T want now to establish my
thing done.” The boys looked blank, for Harry was i claim to this “ fellow feeling ” for you, as one of your-
always the moving spirit of the games; no cne else : selves. It isnot only that the house that shelters me
had so many new ideas or planned and carried out | i8 made of Bath stone brought from your quarries, the
things so well. Tom Bruce said (rather impolitely) : | fire that warms me is of coal dug out of your coiliery

¢ Nonsense ! Bain, you've been to Mrs. Drummond’s
three times this week, and she did not need you once ;”
and Fred Grey chimed in ¢‘Iheard that Susy Drum- !
mond was to return from her vicit this morning, so .
you'll not be needed anyway.” Harry stood still on
the roadway facing the barn ; the big doors stood in-
vitingly open, and inside the hay offered a very
tempting meeting-place. He was not long deciding.
Turring his back to the barn he said : ‘“ Boys, I made ,
a resolution this year to be truthful, and took for my -
motto ‘“ Dare to be True.” If I break my promise to
Mrs. Drummond I shall tell a lie, so you must have
your meeting without me ; ‘‘ and off he started in the -
direction of Mrs. Drummonds. Just then John Bell
spoke out : ‘I move that we postpone the meeting
till further notice,” but Fred Gray said “ If we do
that we can’t have the match this week—I move that .
we bring our lunches to-morrow and settle it at noon
hour.” The motion was carried and the boys dis-
persed. Harry hastened to Mrs. Drummond’s and
found her anxiously watching for him. Tommy was
worse and the doctor was needed. He ran all the
way to make up for lost time, happy that he had not
broken his promise and hoping that he would not
miss the doctor. Fortunately he did not. At the
noon-hour meeting everything was settled to the com-
plete satisfaction of the boys. When they heard
hat Harry had been needed, they feit rather guilty
that they had tried to make him break his promise
and John Bell remarked, ‘“after all the boy that

! pit, and the friends that cheer me come on lines laid
' down by the hard-working navvy—but because for
' many years I have myself been engaged in mining
operations underground—digging and pegging away

. at a material which is, I make so bold as to say, far
. tougher and harder than any of your stone, and blacker

than any of your coal (Isaiah li. 1., and Romans ix. 27).

“Is not My word a hammer ¢ saith the Lord.”
Well, then, as we can none of us say, like the unjust
steward, ‘1 cannot dig,” may we not gain mutual
benefit from considering each other’s work ? Shall we

. therefore, see what lessons we can learn—

I.—From a lump of coal—one of God's most useful

, gifts to man ? I like to see men taking a pride in their

work, thoroughly understanding and knowing all about
it. This black mass, then, geologisis tell us, once
formed part of a fern-like tree, waving in some prim-
eval forest long before man walked the earth, hut
the united action of moisture, jressure, and heat in
God's wonderful laboratory convertea it into the use-
ful substance which you brave men run so many risks
in order to obtain for us. That poisonous intlammable
gas, too, that issues from coal, and that has slain so
many of you, is of great use also, on account of its
light and heat. From it, coal tar is distilled. and this
on re-distillation will give us a host of useful substances,

* We gladly insert this, the latest production of Miss
Skinner's pen, both for its own intrinsic worth, and as
a continued example of the unquestioned ‘‘Ministry of
Wonen.”
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such as artificial asphalt, creosote, napthalim, bensole,
and analine, from which is produced so many beauti-
ful dyes, mauve, magenta, solferino, etc. From tol-
ule, also another product of coal tar, come those sweet
scents with which Dr. Hoftinan has enriched the per-
fumer's stores, thus bringing the scent of the rose and
the violet from a place where the rose and violet never
grew.  Ah ! but thank God, brighter lights have been
seen in coal mines, and sweeter odours wafted to the
throne of God, than any of these.

It was said of some miners who perished in a fear-
ful colliery accident svine years ago, that whenever
the mine was entered, they would be found at their
post. Accordingly, they were all found lying at the
pust of danger, but the post of duty—the furnace.
In the memorandum bovk of one of them was the
following touching record :—

** Friday Afterncon, half-past 2. —E——and others took
extremely ill. We had also a prayer-meeting at & quarter
to 2, when T——exhorted us again, and L—also.”

Thus, in the time ,of their own deep need, there
were those who were enabled to comfort their com-
rades and to commend their departing souls to God
in prayer.

Another affecting story was related, concerning the
men in the cage which was ascending at the very time
of the accident. Four of them were knocked out of
the cage into the pit, and one of the pitmen, sliding
down the ropes, found their bruised and wounded
bodies, from which the breath of life was fast ebbing
away. Those who were able, joined with him in
prayer, and while imploring His mercy on their souls,
three of their numbar yielded up their breath to God
who gave it.

At another similar accident a noble man said to his
companion, when it jwas found that only one of the
two could be drawn up alive, ‘“Escape ! I shall be in
heaven in a minute,” and jumped instantly out of the
cage down to certain death, in order to save the life
of his friend. Indeed, I do not know where tu urn
for so many bright examples of Christ-like unselfish-
ness, patient suffering, and heroic endurance in order
to save others, as are to be found in the annals of
cval mines.

II.—4 block of stone.  That mass of masonry, with
its pillars and arches, its tracery windows, etc., is built
up of countless numbers of stones. Some are large,
and cost skill and time to carve and mould into form ;
some are mere fragments, packed in to fill up crevices,
or to eke out the mortar. Yet each has its own ap-
puinted place, not one could well be spared ; each has
its own share to do in unholding, in ornamenting, or
in merely filling up. So with us. You may say you
are only a quarryman, working in an out-of-the-way
pit—that you are weak and ignorant, and so can do
hittle in God's service. That is no business of yours.

If God had wanted someone else different from you
He would have created that someone else, but He has
created you and placed you in exactly the place He
requires to be filled. Do your duty prayerfully,
bravely, honestly, and then, perhaps in future years,
instead of only a fragment, you may find yourself one
of the large stones carved by God’s hand, to fill some
honoured place in His temple.

The beloved William Pennefather, during a visit to
the famous slate quarries in Wales, thus wrote :—

““It wag in one of these quarries (many hundred feet
below the surface of the ground) that two men agreed to
pray together at the dinner hour. A work of wide-spread
revival began with the umited prayers of these two men.
At last 50 many men wished to joir in the prayer-meeting
that there was not room enough in the quarry, and they
agreed to hold their next meeting on the top of the moun-
tain, People living in the villages round, heard of these
meetings, and many thousands flocked to the mountain to
worship God. It makesme happy to think of these quarry-
men, When I hear the loud esplosion of gunpowder as
they are blasting the rocks, and remember the dangers to
which they are exposed, I know that many of the dear men
are safe beneath the wing of their God and Saviour.”

I11.—The human heart. ‘¢ Deceitful above all things
and “desperately wicked,” is God’s account of this
material on which, as I told you, with His heip, I am
at work. So black and so hard is it, that those Christ-
like graces which adorned the brave colliers and
querrymen mentioned above, could not grow there by
nature, any more than coal will yield beautiful dyes
and sweet scents without distillatron, or a magnificent
cathedral be formed of rough blocks of unhewn stone.
The precious blood of Jesus did for them what distil-
lztion does for coal-gas, or the saw and chisel do for
the storie. ¢ He brought me up also out of the hor-
rible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon
a rock, and established my goings.”

Two miners, travelling together, were once listening
with startled atiention to a passenger who told them
of the love of God and the story of the Cross. When
he was showing that Christ was ‘“thc end of the law
for righteousness to every one that believeth,” and
that God could ‘‘be just and the justifier of the un-
godly that believeth in Him,” one of them brought
down his hand with greal force on his companion’s
knee,.and said, ‘I tell thee, Jem, that’s not sand, it’s
rock !” He repeated again and again, ¢ It’s rock.”
When the journey came to an end, he said to his new-
found friend, ¢* I'm sure I've got something that will
do me good all my life.”

It is my earnest prayer that every one who reads
this letter may find the same solid Rock to rest upon,
both for time and foreternity. *‘None but Jesus can
do helpless sinners geod.”

Believe me,
Your faithful friend,
V. M. S.
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@Rission 1) otes.

WHAT HAVE MISSIONARIES DONE?

The indirect effects of missionary labour in spheres
concerning which all men 1nay judge, have forced
themselves on the observation of a reluctant world.
In regard to geographical discovery, missionaries have |
been the pioneers in strange and inhospitable climes.
The wonderful explorations in Central Africa, for in-
stance, were stimulated by the example and the spirit
of David Livingstone. In botany and other branches
of science many names of missionaries have taken

their place in the roll of useful and accurate vbservers. -
It is in the field of language, however, that perhaps :
the most marked services have been rendered by the \
messengers of the churches. Many rude and difficult |
languages have been mastered by them and reduced
to a written form. They have become able linguists
while they aimed at being faithful preachers. In not |
a few instances the difficulties presented by strange i
and uncouth tongues have been so formidable that no |
motive short of the passion for saving souls would i
have animated men to undertake the task of endeav-
ouring to subdue them. It has been to reach thel
understanding and the conscience that the language |
has been thoroughly studied ; and to place the Scrip- |
tures in the hands of the heathen that our alphabet |
has been fitted to tongues which had till then been {
merely spoken ~ Insome of these languages we believe
that at the present moment no book [exists but the
sacred Scriptures in whole or in part. It has been re-
marked that the languages of the ancient world have
perished, with the exception of the two which were
employed as the vehicles of revelation. Hebrew and
Greek, which were used to convey the truth of God j
to men, have derived a perennial existence from the |
noble purpose they were selected to subserve.
Whether i.is possible or desirable for the multitude l
of tongues into which the Bible has been translated to !
endure, we cannot!say. This, at any rate, is certain,
that a good work for the souls of men has been effected
by such *ranslations ; and that, moreover, philology :
lies under great obligations to missionary zeal for what '
has been accomplished.

In another point of view missionary labours have
justified themselves. The Gospel has been the pio--
neer of civilization. The islands of the|Pacitic, which '
were not long ago the haunts of barbarism and habita-
tions of cruelty, have become scenes of tranquility,
enlightenment, and comfort. Had it not been for
Christian missions the inhabitants of these islands !
would probably by this time have been exterminated.
The Gospel has kept them alive, and given them order,
peace, and happiness. It is amusing to find thegRev.
Moncure Conway, who lately touched at Hawaii, com-

" sent in his resignation.

,and faithful.
_office and the generous salary connected with it, on

plaining that the place was ‘‘paralysed by piety.”

With his ¢ liberal "’ views we do not wonder he did
not relish the strict Sabbath-keeping of those islanders.
But his testimony is of value to show the immensity
of the change which the missionaries have effected.
Captain Cook would not now have any reason to fear
the club of the savage. What neither conquest nor

. commerce could effect, the ‘Bible and the missionary

have accomplished.—Qutlook.

THE following items culled from exchanges have
their interest, and may tend tv keep our mind full of
the Foreign field :

ONE of the oldest missionaries in Japan expresses
the opinion that Japan will be a Christian nation
within ten years. Another missionary of long experi-
ence allows fifteen years. Can it be wondered at,

' that with such a prospect before them, the call for

instant help, in all possible ways, is most pressmg?
Another friend writes : ‘I think there are mission-
aries on the ground who will see the time when our
usefulness, save in exceptional cases, will be at an
end ; when the native church will have assumed such
a position of strength and independence, that it can
work better, in most cases, without the foreign ele-
ment than with it.” DBut this is the time when foreign
helpers are greatly needed for the development of
native evangelical agencies.

AN interesting case has recently occurred at one of

. the outstations of the American Board’s Mission in
! Japan.

1t appears that an officer in the police force,
corresponding perhaps to our police captain, became
very much interested in Christianity and eventually
declared himself a Christian. He was very active in
Christian work, as well as constant in his attendance
upon the Christian services. When this came to the
notice of the Prefect of the province, he privately

. sent him word that he must give up his Christianity,

or else resign his office. The captain remonstrated
and maintained that, so far from his relig’ n having

; interfered with the discharge of his dut. :, it had
. made him more faithful.

His remonstrance proved
unavailing and he was again informed that he must
resign. This time, thinking there was no escape, he
So far as appears, there was
no attempt made to show that he had neglected his
duty or was in any respect an inefficient officer. On
the contrary he was regarded as thoroughly competent
His prompt decision to give up his

account of his religion, has made a deep impression
on all that region and has led to a great increase of
interest in Christianity. Another officer, of weaker
faith, has been induced temporarily to sever himself
from the Christians because of the pressure brought
to bear by the Prefect, fearing that his family would
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be deprived of their support. He asserts, however,
that he is still & Christian, and, with tears in his eyes,
told the evangehst that he is praying for strength to
meet his great trinl. In the same tewn a brewer of
wide reputation has decided to abandon his business,
which has been in the family for generations, because
of his faith in Christ. In these hard times it is not
eagy for a man to make a new business for himseif,
and the self-denial which such a course entails is a
very impressive argument in favour of Christianity—
one, indeed, which its opponents cannot well answer.

Since July of last year there appears in Jerusalem
a small monthly called Tidings from Ziown, which re-
ports the progress of the work of the London Society
for Jewish Missions. In a late number we read of an
interesting experiment that is being made with a num-
ber of refugee Russian Jewish families, whom the late
anti-Semitic persecutions drove from the land of the
Czar, and who, after many wanderings, found their
way to the land of their fathers. The Jewish
Refugeers’ Aid Society of London, under the pres-
idency of the Earl of Aberdeen, has purchased for
them the small village, Artuf, which is situated about
half way between Jaffa and Jerusalem, and about
three miles from the public road between the two
cities. Five thousand acres-of land are included in
the purchase. Architect Schick, who has been in offi-
cial position in Jerusalem for many years, has proved
that the position of Artuf is the same as the locality
mentioned in the history of Samson, in Judges xiii. 25.
On October24th formal possession was taken, and forty
families made their home in the new settlement. Every
family receives a tract of land and a dwelling, imple-
ments, seed, and a working animal. Of the income,
vne-tenth goes to the government taxes, and a per
centum must be paid to this society on the capital in-
vested. The cost price is to be paid in twenty-one
annual installments. The experiment is certainly a
risky one, considered from a business standpoint, as'
heretofore all attempts to induce the Jews of Pales-
tine to devote themselves to agriculture have signally
failed.

WHOSE SCISSORS DID IT ?
'T was winter, and gay Jack Frost had flung
His sparkling jewels on the fields of snow—
While over the way his icicles hung
From the edge of the roof, in an even row,

My little girl looked across the way,

At the Irozen fringe which was Langing there ;
And then in soft tones I heard her say :

I wonder who banged that house’s hair? ™

—RBessie Chandler, in the St. Nicholas for Masrch,

BAD times during the two past years have told upon the
consumption of wine in Ergland, which is now upward of

i it will lead) that they are not.

3,000,000 gallops less than it was in 1873, ten years ago,

SALVATION ARMY EXPERIENCES.

Mr. Eprror,—One Sabbath afternoon, I was up
among the praying-circle at the front (and they don't
look for anything to lean on, but just drop down on
the floor anywhere). From there I got my eye un a
man T thought I could influence, a little afraid to
make the attempt, for fear I should lose what little
influence I had over him, T bowed down my head
again in prayer, that God would strengthen me and
give me arguments, and incline iim to listen. There
was somebody earnestly praying aloud ; and the man
was evidently listening ; for when I looked up again
there were tears glistening in his eyes, I felt that
my prayer was answered, and that this was the sign
of it to me ! I went straight and sat down beside him.
‘“ Well, Mr. P—— you and I are getting old. We
must soon be face to face with the question of etern-
ity 1”

‘“ Yes, that is true, we shall.”

¢ And how important to be ready! To have our
sins washed away by Christ, and ready to meet Him,
I am ready ; I don’t know whether you are.”

““Not as ready as I would like to be !”

¢ Well now, I'll stick by you; T won’t leave you.
Come up to the front, and let us kneel down together,
and pray for a blessing. Come!” And he just
came up like a lamb ; and we knelt down together at
the ¢* penitent-bench.” I prayed; and soon he prayed
and with a little instruction as to Chrigt’s atonement,
and willingness, and power, he then and there gave
himself away; and said he ‘ could trust His soul
with Him now !” And at the end of the meeting, the
man’s wife came up and joined him, radiant with
happiness.

One learns how to speak tc the impenitent. One
good way of approaching them, is to ask them kindly
‘“Are you serving God?” They are pretty sure to
admit in somewhat direct terms (not seeing to what
Then ask them, with
great kindness and solemnity (never mind the gram-
mar !) : *‘ Then who are you serving " The application
is irresistible ; for if not serving God, they are serving
the devil ¢ Perhaps they never thought of it in that
light before. And though perhaps no visible impres-
sion is made at the moument, a week or two after we
hear them testify of the grace of God, and tell how
someone ‘‘ talked to them,” and showed them they
were slaves in the devil's service.

One night, a man said to me: *‘ There's a man sit-
ting over there, at the north corner of that window.
in deep conviction.”

¢“What is his nama 7"

“E ; he is a farmer, a mile or two out.”

T went straight to him. He had been at_the meet-
ings before; and the spirit was evidently working
strongly with him, and convincing him of his sins.
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But he would not ‘“ come forward.” He seemed to
make that the point of resistance. And although
conceding to him that God could save him one place
as soon as another, I represented to him that the
pride, or stubbornness, or whatever it was that pre-
vented his going up, might be the very ‘thing that
prevented him obtaining the blessing ; and that the
fact of his rising from his seat, jand going forward to
be prayed for, was just saying to every-body: ‘“ Well,
I am anxious to be saved, and I don't care who
knows it.” It was getting vid of the fear of the
world ; and that was a great thing of itself. I could
not move him—*“Some other time, perhaps’’—this
was his plea.

But Inoticed on the other side of me, a young man,
apparently a friend and acquaintance of the man I
was engaged with. And he was being hard pressed
by some young ‘¢ soldiers,” about his own age. And
he had got past the arguing point, and the excusing
point, and even the procrastinating point, and was
just at the hesitating point. I turned to him, with a
few words; and then said ‘‘ Now if you'll come up,
your friend here will. And I'll stick by you. And I
don’t know of anybody going up there, and coming
away disappointed. They have all got a blessing !
Come ! ” He whirled round in front of me in some ex-
citement, and got nest his friend ; and so I had them
both now. A little more arguing—** Now if you will,
he will ! "—and they both came up, and got down on
their knees. Ihad hard work with them ; for they
wanted to escape hell, without giving up the world :
And I looked round in vain for some one to help me.
for I had exhausted all my arguments and prayers,
and still they were undecided. I thought if the lady
captain would come, she might persuade them ; but
she was not to be seen, and I thought she had gone
home sick and exhausted. But I got ** Happy Tom,”
a converted English sailor, to help. By and bye, first
one and then the other, gave up—surrendered—to
the Lord Jesus ; and the great battle was ended ! And
they have been very happy, and living in an atmos-
phere of prayer ever since.

But where was the lady captain? Asthe meeting
thinned out (for it was now near midnight), I dis-
covered a crowd blocking one of the aisles ; and there
were two young men, habitues of a billiard-room, hard
pressed with arguments. They had been spoken to
«every night for a fortnight ; and though they didn’t
like being spoken to, felt a fascination, they could not
tell what, that brought them to the meetings. They,
too, had got passed the objecting and arguing point,
and were at the *“ Don’t know what to do” point. And
there the lady captain had been engaged for the last
hour. I went to the rescue. And seeing the need of
further reinforcements, the captain himself came up ;
and with a sudden order ‘“Down on your knees !” the

workers carried down the young men with them, who
had never knelt in meetings before! Once on their
knees, we could’nt get them up again ! And it seemed
as if they never would come to a decision. ¢ Well,”
said some of us, ‘“ we'll pray all night : we'll see this
thing out ! Tt is like the storming of a fort ; there is
the long preparation, and planning, and drilling, and
getting ready ; but the actual capture is almost the
work of a moment ; 8o it is when the surrender is
made—when the gates are all thrown open, and
Christ admitted to the soul, that the man is ‘‘ con-
verted.” One young man gave up; ‘‘would trust in
Christ,” and in five minutes was down on his knees
again, with his arm around his friend, to persuade
him to do the some. It was a glorious midnight con-
quest. The two yonng men went off, calmly happy in
Christ. I saw the first one last night, and he was
working hard for Christ. Some of them wait for
“ feelings ”; one of the commonest of all delusions.
Said an educated fine young fellow to e, one night,
but you see I don’t have such feelings as you think
T have ! I have no particular anxziety about this mat-
ter. Iknow ['m not a Christian. I hope I shall be
some day: But I can’t force my feelings; when I
have the right feelings about it, I shouldn’t object to
come out, and come forward, and be & Christian. But
I havn’t any such feelings now /” It took long plead-
ing with him—an hour perhaps—even to get him to
come and ask that he might have the right feelings.
But he went home all right. TLast night he was red-
hot for Christ ! And with an eloquence that will do
good service for Christ, yet—and a power in prayer
that was felt in the meeting—that young man was
battling for the Master’s cause !

Another night two of us were trying to set off one
friend against another, so as to get them both to
¢ come up.” One at last said that ‘‘ hepitied the
case of his friend ! and if his going up would induce
his friend to go, he was sure he would be pleased to
do it.” But the other man would not move—*“didn’t
see why God couldn’t save him there ?” though he
would not kneel and ask it, even there. And the first
man rather drew back from his coffer. Here was a
fix; and the meeting was just going to close; and I
had missed all the prayer-meeting, talking to these
two men. ‘“Never mind !" I said ; there were four
converted on Sunday night, after the benediction ; it
isn’t too late yet!” So Igave “Happy Tom ” the wink,
to ““hold’" one man, while I held the other, till the
crowd got out. I was afraid they would bolt; but
we stood in front of them, and ‘‘talked against time,”
till the aisles sufficiently cleared, and marched them
up. Imadea quick motion with my hands, and the
still-praying crowd at the front made way for us.
Ang then there was a mighty pouring out of supplica-

tion, Soon they began to pray themselves; and the
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Lord of Glory came with a blessing! The one man
told me last night that it ‘‘ was better and better” :
aud the wife of the other testified that ‘‘ their home
was now a heaven upon earth”; though, when she
was connected, a month before, she shuddered as I
parted with her, shuddered to go home, not knowing
what violence and curses would meet her, and whether
she would net be turned into the street. *° What
hath God wrought !’ I may continue these *‘ experi-
ences.” Wirrrax WyE SumiTH,

&l orrespondence.

1t is a well established rule of journalism that no
communication appears which is not accompanied by
the name of the writer, not necessarily for publication,
but a5 a pledge of good faith. Will correspondents
note this.

MR. BALL'S LETTER.

Me. EpiTor.—I will try to be brief this time, and
will confine myself as much as possible to news of
missionary meetings. I may say that these have been
on the whole, as well attended as last year, although
the continued storms have been a great hindrance in
many cases. ’

GEORGETOWN
is the next place in order. We had a very favourable
evening for our meeting, and the attendance was
larger than last season. Yet it was far from as large
as it might be, and, as the zealous pastor had hoped it
would, but those that were present, besides those that
were not able to be, and the congregation generally, re-
sponded to the appeal from our society, and they
hope to do as well for the funds as last year. In
BARRIE

I found the Rev. J. 1. Hindly, M.A., just recovering
from a very serious illness. At one time little hopes ¢f
his recovery were entertained, but to the very great joy
of his devoted people, and all his friends. the good
Lord has spaced him for continued, and we trust,
much greater usefulness. The church in Barrie has
been in existence less than two years, and during that
time the progress has been highly gratifying. The
past few moniths have been rich in blessing, and a
gracious revival of God’s work has taken place. Doubt-
less the long continued strain on the pastor was the
cause of his recent illness. Itis very difficult for a

minister to conduct meetings from night to night with-
out suffering from the effect. I was much pleased
with the hopefulness of the rianagers of the church. '
The future of the cause in Barric is assured. In the (
afternovn of the same Sabbath I preached at the;
branch church, supplied by Mr. Hindly in
VESPRA,
scme seven miles from Barrie, I found a good con-

gregation. Special services had just been commenced
here when the pastor was stricken down. The iriends
are patiently waiting, and earnestly praying for his
recovery, and for the resumption of the meetings,
when they confidently expect that mauy will be brought
into the ‘light and liberty of the children of God.
From here I went in the evening to

EDGAR,
where I found a large congregation. The missionary
training of the pastor and of the Tadies’ Missionary
Society during the past year has resulted in a deep and
wide-spread interest in the work of the Lord generally,
and in Home and Foreign missions particularly, they
conduct their missionary meetings regularly, both in
the Sunday school and in the congregation. As might
be expected, improvement in .he life and work of the
church is the result. They wi'l do well for the society
this year.
RUGBY

is nine miles from Edgar. Here we had an old-time
missionary meeting, well attended ard enthusiastic.
In this church too, Mr. Wright had much to encour-
age him in spiritual things. There is a wide-spread
spirit of inquiry among all classes over his field, and
already much fruit has been gathered. 'With the zeal,
and earnestness of ‘our brother and his faithful assis-
tants, we may hope for much greater things. 1 was
much pleased to find our brother in better health than
last year, and really happy in his glorious work, He
has recently commenced a service in a third place, on
the Sabbath, where it is probable he will havea church
before a great while. We must take a long journey
for our next meetings in the city of

MONTREAL.
The three churches of our faith in the city agreed to
devote the seme NSabbath to missionary services, and
to combine Home and Foreign "missions. The Rev.
Mr. Winsor, of the American Board of C. U. F. M.,
from India, was invited to plead the cause of the
heathen. I presented the claims of our Home mission
in Calvary on Sabbath morning. The attendance was
large, and increased interest in our work has been
manifested by a much larger subscription list than
that of last year. In the evening I preached at

PILGRIM CRURCH,

situated in the east of the city, opposite St. Laurance
Market. The Rev. John Frazer, one of our well
known and much esteemed brethren has recently com-

: menced this work. The friends interested have rented

the disused German church. There was a fair congre-
gation on the occasion, but I judge it is a hard and
discouraging field, though & very needy one. Itisa
very important matter for some one to do mission
work in this part of the city, where I was informed
there are great numbers of Protestant families who do
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not atiend any place of worship. On the Monday
evening a united missionary meeting was held in

EMMANUEL CHURCH.
The attendance was small, but in all other respects it
was a delightful meeting. The pastor, Rev. Dr.
Stephenson,?was in the chair. Our venerable father,
Rev. Dr. Wilkes, offered the opening prayer. Rev.
Mr. Winsor spoke on Foreign missions, and spoke
effectively. The chairman of the Union, Rev. J. G.
Sanderson, the Rev. Geo. Willett, and the writer,
spoke on our Home Mission work. The Rev. John
McKillican and Rev. J. Fraser were algo present. I
am convinced that every church should have an an-
nual misgjonary meeting, after the same model. For
some years past we have been satisfied in many of the
cities and larger places to bring the subject of mis-
sions before the congregations on the Sabbath. This
is right, but the other shonld not be left undone. The
attendance may not be so good as on Sunday, but a
week evening meeting tends to fan the flame of mission-
ary zeal much more than the service did the Lord’s day.
MAXVILLE
is on the Canada Atlantic, about sixty miles east of
Montreal. Itisa new church forming part of the
field in which the Rev. D. Macallum has'been labour-
ing so successfully for the past seven or eight years.
We had a good congregation, and in every respect, a
podel missionary meeting. A similar meeting was
announced for the following night at
ST. ELMO,

but the storm of storms of this stormy winter occurred
on that day, and no one could venture out. We were
sorry for this, as we may not again meet in the old
church building, s they expect shortly to erect a new
one on or near the site of that which has been the
scene of many a triumph of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
On Sunday morning we again met in Maxville to en-
joy such a season of refreshing in communion with
the Lord’s people asis not often our privilege to have.
Since New Year's a blessed work of the Holy Spirit
has been in progress hereand in St. Elmo, and this day
the converts were received into fellowship with the
church. Thirty-five persons, including two of the
pastor’s family, confessed Christ, and for the first
time, sat down at His table. Between eighty and a
hundred in all have been the fruit of this gracious
visitation of the Spirit up to the present, and the in-
terest is unabated. Meetings are still continued.
Brother Macallum is fortunate in having five or six
good helpers among his people, one of whom is his
own son, who is a student for the Christian ministry.
The missionary spirit is kept alive on this field all the
year round, and where this is the case we may expect
everything good to follow. When I was here last, the

pastor’s daughter was prepwing for her long journey

to Constantinople, where she has been engaged in mis-
sionary work since—work in which she seems to take
increasing delight.
MARTINTOWN
is & third church, supplied by Mr. Macallum, and is
distant from his residence about fifteen miles. Martin-
town is twelve miles north-east of Cornwall. The
church was organized in 1839; the building is of brick,
but is not now in the right part,of the village, nor quite
suitable for the congregation. An effort is being made
to secure a new edifice, and I have no doubt if all are
willing they are quite able to do it. The time is not
very distant when St. Elmo and Maxville will be self-
supporting, and will need all the pastor’s time, then
Martintown must be united with some other place, and
be taken up by the Missionary Society. I have made
extensive inquiries about Cornwall, and from all the
information I have, I think there will be a good open-
ing in that rapidly-growing town. A large manufac-
turing place, population principally Protestant, with a
rich country around, and a church like Martintown
within reach, there should be no difficulty in establish-
ing a cause there. We cando it if we will.
GARAFPAXA.

Most of your readers will have heard ere this, that
the new and beautiful parsonage erected on this field
during the past year was totally destroyed by fire
on the morning of the 28th February, during a ter-
rible storm of wind and snow. The fire broke out in
the old building which adjoined the new, and in one
hour the whole was in ashes, including most of Rev.
W. Black’s effects, and the greater part of his splendid
library. Only the night before had the finishing touch
been given to the work of furnishing, and the library of
the late Rev. W. Heu de Bourk, Mr. Black’s father-in-
law, had been added to his own—making one of the bes
in the country. Our brother lamentsabove all things the
loss of his books. Every minister, at least, will know
how to sympathize with him in this. Fortunately, the
parsonage and his furniture were partly covered by in-
surance, but it will be many a year before he has his
books gathered up, and so well arranged. I arrived a
few daysafter the fire, but was agreeably disappointed
to find our brother so cheerful under his great trial.
Immediate steps will be taken to rebuild the parsonage
Under these circumstances, the Garafraxa friends may
not do as much for the society as they did last year.
If Mr. Black can help, they will do no less. Heis a
noble fellow, and God has greatly blessed him and his
work during the past year.

DOUGLASS
is likewise under his pastoral care. Here we had
crowded congregations, and though they have suffered
much from the bad harvest of last year, I found them
very willing to assist the society. They have erected
new driving-sheds since I was here last, and the work
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generally appears to be in an encouraging state. The
Sunday school prospers, and the congregations are
often tou large for the building.

I must remember my promise and economize your
space, so I will close. T. Harn

Kingston, Ont.

WEST TORONTO AND PARKDALE.

The above-named misgion was begun in the latter
part of June last, with the advice of the Rev. T. Hall,
and the promised sympathy and aid of the Rev. J.
Burton, B.D., *‘on’one condition;” and expressions of
hearty concurrence and co-operation from Revs.H. D.
Powis and A. McGregor, B.A. At the autumnal meet-
ing of the Executive Committee, a special grant of $100
fer ¢ quarter ending December ?1st”’ was made. Dur-
ing this quarter a church was organized and a pastor
settled ; of course in the full expectation that we
should have the practical sympathy of the body
through its regularly constituted society for the pur-
pose of aiding such enterprises. Yet, when the church
made application to the Committee for such aid, there
was none forthcoming. Everything has been done in
a constitutional and orderly way; the church, there-
fore, regards itself as in no sense responsible for the
separate condition of its mission fund. What has
been done by our friends, too, has been done spontan-
eously ; no appeal having been made outside the city
of Toronto, except to the Missionary Society. In
Toronto a call has been made upon the pastor of each
church to consult as to the best method of bringing
the matter vi a site and building before their people.
There the matter stands just now. The following is
the state of the fund outside of the church's own
efforts .—3

The C. C.M. S ovrvvririieiiiiennnnns 8 10C 00
Miss L. C. covivinviiiiiiinens cvvnnene 2 00
Bond Street Church (Torontv...... 100 90
Mrs. €. Acceiiireeriiiiinenniennenneenians 3 00
A Friend (Montreal) cocevueerneennnene 200 00

Frow vur Montreal *¢ Friend " I enclose a note which
speaks for itself to all whom it may concern. I pre-
sume that thig is the best way of bringing it to the
notice of the churches referred to. I presume also
that the contributivn of Bond Street was not known
to him when he wrote. T should also add that the
above dues not include a small contribution of friends
in Hamilton in July, towards the building fund. To
one and all who have so generously aided ue, we
tender the hearty thanks of the Parkdale church, and
our vwn persenally, and trust that the richer grace of
Him who said ““ It is mure hlessed tu give than to re-
ceive” will be theirs in abundance. In the meantime
the work goes on ; ¢“ though cast down we are not de-
stroyed.” C. D.

THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

Bev. C. Duff :

My Dear Sir,—I hand you enclosed $200 in aid of
your work at Parkdals. I am aware of some of the
discouragements under which youlabour. Icould wish
the wealthy churches of Toronto would see and realize
it to be their duty to help and care for a cause like
yours, which would seem to be peculiarly their privi-
lege, and I had thought of sending you but $50 now,
with the promise of $150 more when they had made
up a like amount for you. However, if they did rot
do it, I should want to help you just the same, as T
believe you are doing a good work for the great Master,
and so I send you the $200 without any stipulation
from the friends in Toronto, but still I have the earn-
est wish and hope that they will make up $150 or $200
more for you this year.

When your church becomes self-supporting (as, for
its own sake, I hope it soon may be), I am sure no one
will be mere grateful thereat than yourself. Trusting
that your heart may be cheered, your hands strength-
ened, and the cause of the great Master under your
hands abundantly prospered, I am, A FRIEND.

Montreal, Jan., 1884,

ONE or two remarks seem called for on the above
cwmmunication from Mr. Duff, not to abate deserved
sympathy, nor to discuss matters that will on other
representation engage the earnest and prayerful con-
sultstion of our missionary society, but to prevent
present public misapprehension. 8

We are assured Mr. Hall will be slow to admit
that the mission at Parkdale was undertaken by Mr.
Duff with his advice ; or Mr. Burton : that the * one
cundition " was regarded. As for the ‘‘committee, "
presumably the executive of the C. C. M. 8., prior
to the “‘ autumnal meeting” at which Mr. Duff ap-
peared, the establishment of a mission at Parkdale was
never before it, nor did it then, for it could not,
encourage an enterprise, however praiseworthy, which
the state of its funds would not permit being substan-
tially supported. 1In fact the $100 given was coupled
with an express statement that it was not to be taken
as a pledge of future aid. Nor will the executive be
inclined, we judge, either to regret, or to assume re-
sponsibility for, the ¢ separate condition of a mission
fund, ” which, added to the one hundred dollars above
named, exceeds already the lurgest grant the society
has been enabled to give to any of its fields, save pro-
spectively to those in the Noith-West.—Eb.

Mz. Eprror,—During a recent holiday trip it was
my privilege to attend several services at a Baptist
chapel. The pastor was much admired by his congre-
gation as a preacher. The opinion of all was *“ we
always get a good sermon.” Now this pastor never
forgot that his morning congregation comprised quite
a number of children, and just before beginning the
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learnod discourse that so edified the elders, he invari-
ably gave a few minutes to narrating a story to the
little folks. When I remembered the long weary
hours spent in church in my childhood's days, when
sermons seemed volumes wholly unintelligible ; when
a twenty-minute prayer seemed interminablo, and 1
stood first on one foot and then on the other, and
hated to sit down because it was proper to stand ;
when "all that made church endurable was, that I
could ¢ take the text home to mother ”’—when the
memory of those hours came back to me, I blessed
that Baptist pastor for his sympathy for the children.
One morning he told a wonderful, {rue tale of a'goose
rescued from an attack of a vicious dog by a milk-
man. Next day when the milkman passed the same
place, there was the goose and it deliberately followed
him, and would not be repulsed. From that day
forward one might see, any morning, going up Notting
Hill, the milkman followed by the faithful and grate-
ful goose. Then the lesson was simply put. I can
imagine how the little heads would be busy through
all the sermon that followed thinking of the story
and the lesson which was inseparable from it. Some
of the congregation did rot approve of the custom—
said the children had the Sunday school, ete. ; but
surely they were never young, or if they were,
they mnever went to church. I believe that
“ children should grow up in the church,” and I
also firmly believe that childrea sit through services
Sabbath after Sabbath that have no interest what-
ever for them. One of the popular writers of the
day says :(—*‘ To the catalogue of the lost arts, T would
mournfully add, also, that of listening to two-hour
sermons.” The ability to follow attentively a forty-
five minute sermon i3 wanting, in not a small per
cent., of congregations. Why? Becavse year after
year we sat without hearing, and consequently grew
up inattentive listeners. It would be a happy inno-
vation if church could in some way be more attrac-
tive to the *‘olive brances,” and surely the church
would not be more deserted by the elders if the pas-
tor diG, not only frequently tell the children an anec-
dote, but oceasionally preach a littie folk’s sermon.

GRANDMA.

IN discussing the subject of increase of mervous
diseases in modern times, Dr. Covernton stated that
among the causes enumerated were grief and severe
intellectual labour, He quoted from several authori-
ties to show that the tendency of modern education
was to increase nervous diseases. The tenor of these
authorities was that true education would not preduce
these baneful results, but that the mischief was wrought
by the introduction of elements of worry and hurry
competitions, examinations, the bestowal of prizes and
marks, etc,

INews of the &lhurches.

Forrsr. —The Lord is blessing us at thisplace. We
have been worshipping for the last eight monthsin the
M. E. church, which is the finest church building in the
town. Since our superintendent paid usa visit we
have purchased the above.named church for the sum
of $2,300. We intend to have it painted and cushioned,
so that it will be neat and comfortable. We have a
large congregation every Sabbath. Our prayer-meet-
ings have been revived and are well attended. Our
people are much encouraged and intend to go forward
in the blessed work to which God has called them. We
are praying for ja fresh baptism of the Holy Spirit.
Our pastor has been holding special meetings at the
Lake appointment. Five gave their hearts to the
Saviour and intend uniting with us at the next com-
munion. Our work at the Warwick (Ebenezer) appoint-
ment is very encouraging. The building iserowded at
the evening services. We intend to have special meet-
ings soon, and hope that many will come out from the
world, take up the cross, and follow Jesus.—Coaxt.

GaraFraxa.—We regret to learn that the new
parsonage at this place into which our good brother
Black had but just moved with his family, has been
destroyed by fire, and that among the losses met is
that of a large part of our brother’s library. These
disappointments and losses are hard.to meet, neverthe-
less, they nerve us for further conflict. May union and
energy cause the home to rise again from the ashes
bright and cheery as the summer day.

HawminioN.—The one complaint we have to make
against this church is that, blessed with prosperity, it
does not burden the editor with itsrecords. We know
the retiring character of its worthy pastor and would
delight to ¢‘ bring him out.” There lies before us an
account of the annual social and business meeting from
which we gather the following: The secretary’s
report showed an increase of eleven in the memberchip
during the year. The financial statement shows a
balance on hand of $212.31 after all expenses have
been paid. Every member of the church and congre-
gation is expected to contribute, and is supplied with
envelopes to be handed in weekly ; these amounts are
credited in a book kept for the purpose and at the
end of the year a printed slip is distributed showing
the amount paid by each contributor, numbers only
being given, su thai no one knows the amount given
by another. The Sabbath school is in a flourishing
condition. The Missicnary Society shows increased
amounts raised for missions. He also reported the
West End Mission as continuing to do well regarding
attendance and contributions, and appealed for helpors
in the good work. The pastor at this stage referred
in terms of respect to the church organist, Mr. W. H.
Alexander, who has gone to assume a responsible
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position in Stratford. The Mutual Improvement
Society is an excellent organization, which meets
monthly at the homes of friends for purposes literary,
musical, and social. The report of the Ladies’ Sewing
Society showed a successful state of affairs, the last
meeting having been one of the best attended in the
history of Ithe society. The treasurer here referred
to the liberality of contributors to the recent improve-
ments, consisting of a new fence, new portable furnace,
which proved a great benefit during the recent cold
spell, and sundry embelishments to the lecture room,
etc.

Kineston, Seconn.—The annual meeting of this
church and congregaiion was held February the 25th,
and was largely attended. The pastor, the Rev. A. L.
McFadyen, B.A., made interesting and encouwraging
statements regarding the progress of the past year. A
new school room has been erected and paid for, a large
Bible class has been gathered, and the church work is
progressing. On the following evening the annual
Sunday school festival was held.

MippLEVILLE.—We learn that the stone is all
drawn, and the contracts ready to be given out for the
new church building at the place, and we trust _that
our brother, McColl, may rejoice ere another winter
rolls by a new commodious edifice minus the usual
mortgage addendum.

MonTrEAL, Z1oN.—There appears a prospect now
of this old church again taking its place among the
churches of our land. Its late history, contrasted
with its former prosperity and worth is, as a private
correspondent writes, ‘‘ A text for a homily on the
fatal results to a church of loose teaching, unminis-
terial demeanour and unfaithful’pastorate.” Its again
appearing with its old traditions in our ranks with
promise of renewed faithfulness and power will be
hailed with delight by the entire body. We pray
such may be. From the Montreal paper we cull the
following note of a meeting held during the month
(March). Rev. Dr. Wilkes presided, among those
present were Messrs. T. Costen, Ed. Hollis, J. S.
McLachlan, W. Lavers, W. R. Ross, W. S. Good-
hugh, H. W. Walker, J. Popham, W. G. Pullan, Dr.
Wanless, and others, including a number of ladies.
The chairman spoke of his personal attachment for
Zion church. He had, he said, spent some forty of
the best years of his life as 'its pastor and had come
to look upon the congregation as bis own family. He
could not help recalling the time when Zion church
had been a grand centre for the dissemination of
truth in the city ; when it had been looked up to by
those engaged or interested in the spread of the pure
gospel. Collectively the congregation was respected ;
while the pastor and officers of the church were
honoursd by all.  In those days the church entered
actively intv the works of charity and benevolence

which characterize an organization maintained for
the glory of God. The sick were visited the gospel
preached to the poor, the distressed relieved and the
weeping consoled. He would not single out any indi-
vidual as the cause, but all could see that these glori-
ous features of old Zion had completely disappeared
within the past three or four years, and Zion church
at the present stands without those historical features
which were the cause of its original success. He
understood that an effort was now to be made to get
the church within the old lines of doctrine and order
from which it had strayed, or he would not have been
present. Unless the congregation was determined to
have their church & monument of the pure faith de-
livered to the saints he would have nothing to do in
the matter, while if they were in this wholesome
mind nothing would give him greater pleasure than to
assist them. Mr. Goodhugh spoke earnestly in favourof
& continuance of the church. It was really astonishing
the number of Congregationalists who had joined other
denominations and he felt sure that many of them
would be only too glad to join Zion church if it
again emerged fromits grievous isolated position and
entered the lists for good with the other churches of
the denomination.  Ermanuel church, he stated,
was filled to overflowing, and he felt that a continu-
ance of Zion church on the broad basis of Congre-
gationalism would prevent more of that body being
forced into other denominations. Mr. McLachlan
announced that he was in a position to speak for a

| number of friends who were ready and willing tc
'render Zion church assistance. Mr. Goodhugh re

marked as a suggestion that a gentleman in con-
versation with him had said that the best way of
resuscitating the congregation, was to induce Rev.
Dr. Wilkes to allow himself to be nominated as pastor.
Mr. McLachlan suggested that such activn was very
desirable and remarked that Rev. Prof. Fenwick and
other clergymen might be asked to share the responsi-
bility with Dr. Wilkes, so that as far as he was con-
cerned, it would be an honorary position. The vener-
able chairman said that as he was entering on his
| eighteenth year and was very infirm he shuddered
ito think ofsuch a responsibility, but would think
;over the matter. After some further discussion the
| following committee, consisting of members of the
Ichuch and their outside friends, was appointed to
iconfer with friends of the church on the matter.
.Dr. Wanless, Messrs. Goodhugh, Walker, G. B.
Burland, Ross, Lavers, McLachlan, Findlay, H. T.
i Garlick, H. Ross, EdwardHollis, Pullan, Wheeler and

: Seath.

. SuerBROOE.—Mr. Edward R. Brainerd, of Middle-
; bury College, Vermont, and Union Theological Semi-
;nary, New York, was ordained to the work of the
! ministry and installed pastor of the Congregational
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church, Sherbxroke,Que. ,on Thursday, 21st February,
1884. A circular calling & council had previously been
issued by the church, and at two p.m. the following
members assembled in Plymouth chapel: Rev. J.
. Sanderson, for the church at Danville ; Rev.
Geo. Willett, for the church at Cowansville ; Rev.
George Parkis and deacon MecIntosh, for the
church at Waterville ; Rev. George Skinner and
deacon French, for the church at Eaton ; Rev.
Will. C. Wood and Mr. W..C. Hopkins, for the
church at Rock Island ; Rev. Edward M. Hill, of
Calvary church, Montreal, and Rev. J. A. McColl, of
St. Albans, Vermont. Deacons Tuck and Hubbard,
and Mr. Neil Dinning represented the Sherbrooke
church. The council organized with Rev. J. G.
Sanderson as moderator and Rev. Geo. Willett as
scribe. Prayer was offerd by Rev. E. M. Hill. Mr.
Neil Dinning, clerk of the committee, read the circular
calling the church, also a copy of the call extended by
the church, and Mr. Brainerd’s accoptance. Letters
were read from Cyrus Hamlin, D.D., president of
Middleburg College ; Rev. W. M. Taylor, D.D.,pastor
of Broadway Tabernacle, New York, and Rev.’s T. B.
McLeod, raoderator, and H. M. Macfarland, secretary
of the Manhattan Congregational Association, New
York, expressing their personal confidence in Mr.
Brainerd, and recommending him as a suitable candi-
date for the ministerial office. The pastor elect then
stated his reasons for having accepted the call, gave
an account of his early Christian experience and reli-
gious wnrk, and read a statement of his doctrinal
views. A number of questions upon points of doctrine
and church policy were asked by members of the
Council and answered with candour and clearness, and
after an interesting and satisfactory examination which
lasted over two hours, a resolution expressing confi-
dence in Mr. Brainerd, and advising his ordination
and installation was unanimously carried. In the
evening the council and the congregation assembled
in the chapel to take part in the service of ordination
and installation. The building was filled, and many
members of other congregations, with the Revs. Dr.
Reid, Rural Dean, J. C. Cati.nach, of St. Andrew’s,
and A. Campbell, of the Methodist church were pre-
sent. The service commenced with the reading of the
minutes of the council by the scribe, followed by a
voluntary by the choir. The moderator gave the
invocation and the Rev. W.C. Wood read portions of
Scripture. A hymn by the congregation followed, and
then the ordination and installation prayer was offered
by the Rev.J.G.Sanderson. We have not room for the
very thoughtful and earnest address of Rev. Geo.
Willett to the pastor. The right hand of fellowship
was given by Rev. E. M. Hill, and the charge to the
people by Rev. G. H. Wells, of Montreal, who ex-
preesed great pleasure at being present on the occasion

—at once joyousand solemn—and at assisting in the
installation to the pastorate of this old and well-known
church of one who had come from his own country.
He urged the congregation to cordially receive their
new pastor, to love and esteem him, but not to think
him superhuman. They must remember that the
most eminent servants of God were men of human
pagsions. They should Ye thoughtful and helpful, not
expecting of their pastor more than a man could do.
They must not expect that he could visit them con-
tinually six days in every week, and preach like an
archangel twice every Sunday. Their pastor was a
young man ; they must not expect from him the wis-
dom of old age. He wasa young man—young in the
ministry, stepping out tc commence his work—a spec-
tacle on which he (the speaker) had often thought even
the angels in heaven look with pleasure. He believed
a man’s first pastorate may give rise to the tenderest
and deepest associations of his life. His education was
just beginning and would go on to the end of his
pastorate. In that education they must necessarily
bear an important part. It was true that a pastor
should lead his people, but he on the other hand must
also be lead by them. A church has a character just
as a man has. The agency of the church was very
great, and would have an important L :aring on the
character of his ministry. Whether that ministry
should be a good one depended to a large extent on
themselver. His ministerial character depended on
his people. They should seek wisdom from above to
receive him as they ought and to respond to his teach-
ing, that his heart might he strengthened and that he
might see the work of the Lord prospering among
them. They were not to expect too much from him;
but they were to help him—especially in his studies.
They were receiving a great gift—the gift of Christian
ministry, a gift more precious than they could con-
ceive. A pastor had been given to break the Bread of
Life to them. They should receive him as they ought,
take him to their homes and hearts, give him their love
and sympathy. Received in this spirit, his ministry
will not be in vain. Its rich and blessed influence
will be felt forever. The speaker concluded by asking
God to bless both pastor and people. The sermon was
preached by the Rev. Mr. MacColl, who took as his
text: “I count all things but loss for the excellency
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord,” (Phil. iii.
8); and in an eloquent arcument brought out the
truth that the knowledge of Christ is excellent above
all other because it comes not from the intellect but
from the heart. It is spiritual union—not intellectual
concord. Knowledge is always power. But there is
an extraordinary power in a knowledge of,and personal
communion with, Christ, and the secret of that power
is love. All other knowledge, indeed, may be account-
ed as loss, because this includes all that is valuable and
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excludes all that is worthless. It transcends the high-
est flight of human genius, yet dwells in the heart ofa
child. It baflles the sage and saves the savage. The
sermon abounded in high thought eloquently expressed
and was listened to with cluse attention. The
Rev. Mr. Parker then offored prayer, and an appro-
priate hymn (No. 1128) having been sung by the choir
the services were closed by the pastor, who pronounced
the benediction. We send the Sherbrooke friends our
warm editoral greetings. A private lotter adds: Mr.
Brainerd has won the sympathies of the peuple to a
remarkable extent already, and to-morrow (being our
communivn Sabbath) will witness an event unprece-
dented in the history of the church, viz. : the reception
of about thirty new members, all except four on pro-
fession.

YorxviLLe.—The pulpit interchange of Rev. James
Johnston, of Jamaica, and Mr. Jno. Salmon has
closed by the arrival of the latter here. A social re-
ception was given on Thursday evening, 19th Feb.,
and a goodly number met to give the pastor a hearty
“welcome home.” He gavean interesting account of
the people, their characteristics, and the portion of
the island which he visited, and testified as an eye
witness of the great work of the evangelistic mission
inaugurated by Mr. Johnston amid 1auch self-denying
labours. That mission has grown into tine proportions
and is superintended by Mr. Johnston and his good
wife, who is & woman of no ordinary power, possess-
ing remarkable executive and administrative ability
which the success of their work exemplifies. During
lengthened periods of her husband’s absence, she has
assumed the whole responsibilities of the mission,
which includes the oversight of two large churches,
large number of chapels and stations, whose week!
meetings in the aggregate number fifty-six. Itisa
fine commentary on their work that they have a good
stafl of native preachers, brought up from degradation
and superstition by the gospsl’s power, and now con-
sistent, consecrated men, nossessing great power in
preaching the gospel. Mrs. Johnston’s services here
in the church and school have been received with much
acceptance. Mr. and Mrs. Johnston were present to
join in the “ Welcome.” They sang one of their
hymus, *‘ This is why I love my Jesus,” the audience
juining in the chorus. Mr. Johnston gave a short
address on ‘““the joy that flows from a consecrated
life, and the heavenliness of Christian fellowship,”
closing or rather merging iuto an intercessory prayer.
There are occasions to the Christian that are specially
hallowed and heavenly, which are foretastes of heaven,
and glimpses of the glory, and never to be forgotten
by the felt presence of the Master—this was one.
Hearts were too f 11l for utterance, but were relieved
by pouring out their love and aympathy with the song
‘* Blest be the tie that bends.” Of general interest to

the readers of the INDEPENDENT is the following letter
from a young lad in Jamaica to Mrs. Johnston, who
owes all he knows to the mission, written in a busi-
ness hand :

Drar Mrs. JounstoN,—It gives e much pleasure
to inform you we are progressing. We held an vpen
air meeting on the 18th ult., at Stewart Town. It
was pleasing and encouraging. We were asked by
the people to come again, we promis.d to do so, but
we have not fulfilled our promise yet; as I am not
the leading one I can't step forward. Mr. Hurd is
the leader. Rev. Mr. Salmon was at Sturge and gave
an address ; the booth was filled. We are still working
although some go away from the house of prayer
hardened by delay, yielding to Satan’s luring snare.
Yet some go away purified from sin. No strange
news to tell you of. Annie Richards and another per-
son—I won’t mention her name—begs to be kindly
remembered. We are longing to see you. Please
tender my respects to my dear minister, please tell
him we are still working on, and intend to, the Lord
being our helper. We are longing to see him.
Father, mother, brother, and sister beg to be kindly
remembered to you and dear minister. Dear Mrs.
Johnston, may God bless you and beloved minister.

yours, respectfully,
Brownstown, Jan. 26, 1884, WiLniam CLARK.

AN important ecclesiastical trial was held in Febru-
ary before the Eastern Association, which met at Imlay
City, Mich., Feb. 12. Last year, Rev. Ebenezer Ire-
land, then pastor of the Congregational church at
Mt. Clemens, was regularly dismissed by +l.s Associa-
tion to the Presbytery of Detroit That body, how-
ever, refused to receive him on the ground that he was
not in good standing, having been divorced from his
firat wife for the cause of wilful desertion, and being
then married to a second wife. Thereupon, the scribe
of the Eastern Association, Rev. Dr. P. R. Hurd, made
formal cemplaint to that body against Mr. Ireland, on
the ground stated, which brought the case in an or-
derly way before the Association for action. A
committee, consisting of Rev. Messrs. A, H. Ross,
Jacob Flook and Clarence Eddy, was appointed to
examine into the case and report at the meeting just
held. They made an exhaustive report. As to the
law and usage in such a case the committee maintained
that the Westminster Confession recognized two
causes for divorce, viz.: wilful desertion and adultery,
and that the Congregational churches having accepted
this Confession for substance of doctrine, their minis-
ters were entitled to the liberty thus granted them. As
to the facts there was no dispute.

The committee submitted for adoption the following
Minute :

(1.} That the Scriptures are variously interpreted as
to the causes of divorce, the Protestants largely—if
not generally—with the Westminster Confession of
Faith, permitting full divorce for adultery and such
wilful desertion as cannot be remedied.
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(2.} That the Congregational churches of the United
States have endorsed the Westminster Confession of
Faith for substance of doctrine, which brings the casa
of Mr. Ireland within the liberty of the said Confes-
sion in the matter of his divorce.

(3.) That by many good authorities this liberty of
full diverce for wilful desertion includes the right of
re-marriage, the samo as divorce for adultery, but only
for the innocent party, not for the guilty party while
the innocent party lives. [Prof. C. Hodge, Syst.
Theol. II1., 897-9 ; Moore's Digest Acts of (%en. Ass.
Presby. Church (1873), 683-5 ; New Englander (1882),
607-611 : Biblivtheca Sacra, xxiii, 398. ]

(4.) That the Rev. E. Ireland was deserted by his
wife, Caroline S. Ireland, without just cause and with-
out collusion on his part.

(6.) That the said Rev. E. Ireland obtained a
divorce from the said Caroline S. Ireland in good faith,
and seven months thereafter—his former wife still
living—married again.

(6.) That Mr. Ireland acted therein in the liberty of
the interpretation above given ; and hence this Asso-
ciation sees no sufficient ground of complaint in his
second marriage, and so dismisses the charge brought
against him therefor,

(7.) That in so doing this Association expresses no
opinion on the Scripturality of full divorce for wilful
desertion, but acts upon the facts above recited which
give liberty of opinion in the matter. .

(8.) That we utter our solemn and earnest protest
against all loose views of divorce, and affirm that if
desertion be a cause— the deserting party has not the
right of re-marriage while the deserted party is living ;
we also affirm that there are, at most, only two grounds
in Seripture for divorce—adultery and wilful desertion.

The whole difficulty in the case turned upon the point
of the scripturalness of divorce for the cause of deser-
tion, and as to this, some of the members were disposed
to hesitate and to desire further time for consideration.
But the impportance of speedy action was urged, and
finally prevailed. Twice the report was lost, once by
a tie vote, and once by a simple majority, but on the
third vote the Minute was declared adopted : yeas, 5 ;
nays, 2 ; declining to vote, 3.

This was followed by a resolution suggesting to Mr.
Treland the propriety of ceasing from ministerial la-
bours in view of the manifest hindrances to his useful-
ness created by the unfortuate position in which he
finds himself placed.

It may be added that of the twenty or thereabouts,
resident members of the Association, thirteen are now
in the active pastorate, the remainder being reiired
ministers who attend the meetings of the body with
more or less frequency. Of those presentat thismeet-
ing eight were pastors and two retired.

The action of the Association brings up a question
which will hardly be allowed to rest until it is .cttled
by a substantial accord of opinion that will come,
doubtless, after full and patient discussion, and fol-
lowing action.—H. E. B., in Chicago 4dvance.

INDEPENDENT.

Gfficial YA otices.

COMMITTEE OF THE UNION,

The committeo of the Cungrogational Union of
Ontario and Quebee will meet on Thursday, 104 April,
at tena.m., in the college ruom, Emanuel church,
Montreal, to consider such matters as were left over to
it by the Union, and to make such arrangements as
may fall to its duty respecting the Union meetings in
June. A number of the members will be in Montreal
that week in connection with college and missionary
matters ; and, although travelling expenses are not
guaranteed, I trust that all who can attend will do so.

) W. W, Smirs,
Secretary of Union.

C. C M. S

The following sums have been received since last
acknowledgment up to March 17 : Danvilie, Quepec,
Ladies’ Missionary Society and church, $100 ; O'tdwa,
Ont., $25 ; Humber Summit, Ont., Ladies’ Auxiliury,
$19.17 ; Toronto Northern Church, (additional), $50 ;
Hawksbury, Ont., $13.25; Wingham, Ont., $6 ; Lis-
towel, Ont., $12; Caledon, South, Ont., $10.50;
Churchill, Ont., $2 ; Alloa, Ont.,$6 ; Hamilton, Ont.,
$10 ; Granby, Quebec, $91.25 ; Kingston, Ont., Bethel
Church, $106.25; Cowansville, Quebec, $1 ; Water-
ville, Que., $11.25 ; Inverness, Que., $7 ; Sherbrooke,
Quebec, $10; Belleville, Ont., $6.25 ; Rev. Thos.
Hall, sundry subs, $21; Frome, Quebec, %2.05;
Sheddon, Quebec, $2.05; Tilbury Cenire, Quebec,
$7.30 ; Edgeworth, Quebec, $4,47 ; Watford, Quebec.
$4.52 ; Warwick, Zion, $3.15; Warwick, Etenezer,
$3.08 ; Lakeshore, $4.75; Forest, Ont., 86 ; Ottawa,
Ont., (additional), £35 ; Tiverton, Ont., $50.

H. N. Bairp, Treasurer.

CENTRAL AssocraTioN.—The Central Association
will meet in Zion Church, Toronto, on Tuesday, April
22nd, at three o'clock p.n:. Members are requested
to take notice and order themselves accordingly.

WE would remind our friends of the closing of the
College Session on Wednesday, April 9th, and hope
to see a good gathering there.

OBITUARY.

MRS. ROBERT SIMS, NEW DURHAM.

Mrs. Sims (Jane Carlyle) was born in Scutland,
Dumfriesshire, near Ecclefechan in 1831. Her father
was Alexander Carlyle, whose more famous brother
Thomas has so lately gone to his rest. When Jane
was about eleven years of age her father moved with
his family to Canada and settled in the county of Brant.
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One knowing har in these latter years could not but
feel that from her early childhood up she must have
been of a thoughtful turn. She was early drawn to
the ministrations of the Rev. Mr. Drummond and
was connected for some time with the Presbyterian
chureh in Brantford of which he was minister. After
her marriage she came with her husband to live near
the village of New Durham, about the time o1 the
organization of the Congregational church there, in
1854. In the fall of that year Mr. and Mrs. Sims
united with the church, and were from that time
identified with it, when it flourished and when it hung
its head ; he, till a slowly developing malady by
degrees withdrew him from all outward interests, and
she, till God gave her release from a life all laborious

and whose last years were years of pain. None more |
deeply interested in the revival of the cause in this
place. none more liberal with means, none more con-
stant in attendance at all services and meetings. A
very silent womar, but able on occasion to give ex-
pression to her faith—a real faith in God through
Chrigt, which was an actual support and sulace to her |
through years in which one bitter trial only wore,
itself out to give place to another. There is a letter

from Thomas Carlyle to his brother Alexander dated

Febh. 18, 1834, in which there seems to be mention of |
his neice whiie still in Scotland and a very littlechild : |
““Little Jane will be beginning to have many notions
of things now. Train her to this as the corner-stone
of morality : to stand by the truth ; tv abhor a lic as she
does hell-fire.” ‘The whole letter expresses accurately
enough the problem of life for her as well as for her
father. One needed only to know her to know how
bravely she set herself with God's help to work it out.
For the last two or three months of her stay she was
obliged to remain in her own home. Death came
with somewhat of a shock after all, especially to the
two children (son and daughter) who lived at home
and who were her constant atiendants. They still
live together there, and there are two married brothers.
All, before she died the mother had long been assured,
had yiven their hearts to God. ** Unhappy they who |
have no footing in eternity.” Such dreariness they '
do not know : but find eternity encompassing them,
and grown more real and tangible since this one so
dear to them, and withal so real asoul, has passed
within the veil. C. s. b,

THE American Church, near the Champs Elysees,
Paris, has been lately purchased for the use of the |
Scottish Presbyterians for $30,000. The Paris congre- |
gation has already dene wonders,

MRs. BENYON, wife,of General Benyon, who resided |
many years at jeypore, has undertaken to pay the

expenses and salaries of a lady doctor and nurse in
conaection with the India Mission of the U.P. Church.

Jeiterary I@potices.

History or tHe Unitep Stares v REymE. By
Robert C. Adams. (Boston: D. Lothrop & Co. Price
60 cents.)—This work makes no pretence to literary
beauty, but puts in a pleasing manner a capital resume
of the history of the United States from the earliest
discoveries of America to the present day. It can be
readily committed by youth to memory, and thus the
main facts of Amercan history may be firmly fixed on
the mind. It affords an excellent exercise for schools,
and we commend it to the especial attention of
teachers and pupils alike.

StruceLing Upwarp. By Sarah J. Jones, author
of ““Downward.” 12mo, cloth, pp. 279. Price, $1.25.
(American Sunday School Union, Philadelphia.)—This
is 2 sequel to ‘‘ Downward ; or, The New Distillery,”
which we noticed in May last. It is the tale well told
of the upward struggle of a scapegrace son. There is
a smack of sensationalism in it, redeemed, however,
by truthful portraiture and Christian sentiment. It
takes its rank worthily with the class of Sunday scliool
literature this excellent house of publication continu-
ally supply.

Tae Sranparp Lisrary. (Funk & Wagnalls, New
York.}—This year's issue, thus far, more than sustains
the character hitherio earned by this enterprising firma.
‘We have received the fcllowing :

MEeMORIE AND RiIME, vy Joaquin Miller, is a collec-
tion of racy notes of trave!, pleasant stories, and tell-
ing rhyme. The following poem is a fair example of
the spirit in which all the pieces are written, and has
a right to be heard, from its own intrinsic value :

FOR THOSE WHO FAIL.

All honour to him who shall win the prize,
The world has cried for a thousand years ;
But to him who tries, and faiis and dies,
1 give great honour and glory and tesrs.

Give glory and honou: and pitifal tears
To all who fail in their deeds sublime;

Their ghosts are many in the van of years,
They were born with Time in advance of Time.

Ob, greet is the hero who wins a namae,
But greater many and many & time,

Some pale-faced fellow who dies in shame,
And lets God finish the thought sublime.

And great is the man with a sword undrawn,
And good is the man who refrains from wine ;
But the man who fails and yet fights on,
In he is the twin-born brother of mine.
TaE STORY OF rHE MEerv, by Edmund O’Donovan

ispecial correspundent of the London, Eng., Daily

| News), is a series of pen and ink sketches of travel, cap-

tivity and adventure, in a region which has a special
interest just now as being the advance outpost of
Russia’'s march fou to the boundary of our Indian
Empire. )
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CHristiaNITY TRIUMPHANT, by Dr. J. P. Newman, is
a timely and vigorous contribution to the practical
and popular apologetics we need. The influence of
Christianity in ‘‘the Family, the Church, and the
State,” the ¢ three immutable things of the world ” as
against the claims of boastful infidelity, is well main-
tained ; and the strain of enthusiasm pervading the
work can but prove a healthy tonic to the faith of the
reader. ‘‘Infidelity has the torch to burn and desizivy,
but not the hammer and the trowel to build.” An

excellent work for the young, and the aged may re-.

kindle enthusiasm from its pages.

THE recent death of Ivan Turgenieff, the great
Rusgsian novelist, has greatly intensified the interest
in his novels. Sketches of his life, and estimates of
his work have abounded in the reviews and magazines
of Europe. ‘‘Mumo, and the Diary of a Superfiuous
Man,” will give the reader of thisseries a fair example
of the novelist's power, the first being drawn from
the serf-life of Russic, the other presenting a view of
the condition of the usper ciasses.

Tee Hoxineric MONTHLY maintains its freshness
and its vigour, whilst the opportunities it offers to its
subscribers for standard works on theology at really
nominal prices are a marvel in the methods of cheap
literature. W. Briggs, King St. East, Toronto, is the
Canadian agent for this house.

THE Pcirit Treasury (E. B. Treat, New York)
for March, is worthy of its name. An excellent por-
trait of Dr. J. M. Buckley, ediior of the New York
Christian ddvocate, forms the frontispiece. The maga-
zine is unsurpassed and well deservesits growingjfame.
§2.50 per year ; clergymen, $2.; single copies, 25
cents.

Tue CeNTURY for March maintains its usual variety
and excellence. The article on ““ Old Public Build«

ings" in America has a peculiar interest for us, see«’
ing that the old church of Notre Dame de Bonsecours, :

Montreal, is deemed worthy of a place, opposite the
old South Church, of Boston. There is a racy leiter
on *“Organs and Orchestras in Churches,” from the
pen of Charles S. Robinson, the well-known editor of
several hymn and tune books of first rank, in which
some very suggestive as well as amusing sentences
occur on the great “ organic” difficulty.

As for S1. NIcHOLas, never commonplace, always
fresh. instructive, ‘and bracing, it keeps on its way
rejoicing.

Crr Litrig Oxes (the Russell Publishing Co.,
Boston.1 ever awakens the interest of the younger
folks at home with its simple tales of dolls and pets,
and splendid illustrations. We found our little one
using its pictures as copies for drawing.

IN 1882 the emigrants from Eagland to the Australasian
colonies were 37,000 ; in 1883, 71,000,
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LESSON 2.
g™} PAUL AT EPHESUS. 16365,

i Gorpen Texr.—* And many that believed came,
;and confessed, and showed their desds.”—Acts
119: 18,

Tiwe,—A.D. 54-57, three years,

Prace—Eraesus.—The capital of the Roman Province
of Asia. Situated in the middle of the Asiatic coast of the
Egean Sea, and at the converging point of the great roads
| from the East, it was & place of considerable importance
"and extensive commerce. It was called one of the eyes of
! Asia, Smyrna, foriy miles to the north, being the other.
i It stood in a flat, marshy plain about five mile long from
.east to west, surrounded by monntains except on the
: west, where the river Cayster flowed intc the sea. The

glory of Ephesus was the Temple of Diana, one of the
. sever wonders of the world, and whose magnificence was
. truly a marvel. It was the second building for the pur-
pose, the first having been burnt down the night “Mat
Alexander the Great was born. This temple far exceeded
. the first in grandeur. The image of Diana, the object of
: 50 much superstitious reverence was a rude wooden figure,
- nearly the shape of a mummy, such a figure as savages
. might have worshipped, but far removed from the ideal
. God of cultured refined Greeks; such, however, is the
lfolly of idolatry wherever it is found. To day a few
"wretched huts alone mark the site of this formerly wonder-
, ful city, while up to a few years ago every trace of the exact
"position of the temple of Diana had besn lost for many
Lcenturiea. After long research, some fragments of pave-
: ments, pillars, etc. have been dugup. The story of Ephe-
i susis & very impressive one, read in tha light of Rev. 2:
11-7.

. Notes and Comments.—Ver. 8. “ Synagogue: ” he
ihad been invited by the Jews on his previous visit.
{Chap. 18: 20. *‘Boldly:” with freedom and fear-
{lessness. ‘ Three months :” so long as there was no op-
| position, official or individual. ‘“Disputing, ” REv. *‘reason-
iing:” the first wonld be by appeals to the Scriptures
yof the Old Testament ; the second by appeals to their
! understanding and heart. ‘‘Kingdom of God:” its

' natare and the way to it.

Ver. 9. ‘‘ Divers,” various, men amongst his hearers,
Rev. ““hardened and disobedient, ” ¢ spake evil:" took
opportunities to revile the truth before the crowds that
- gathered to hear Paul; endeavouring to stir up & tumult
. as at Thessalonica, Corinth, ete. * Tyrannus:” probably
a professor of philosophy, converted by Paul's teachings,
who gladly allowed his **School * to be used as a place
"of instruction in the traths of the gospel.

. Ver. 10. “Two years,” active labour without persecu-
' tion apparently ; three months in tue synagogue, and an
| additional nine months or so, details of which are not
! mentioned, make the three years of chap. 20: 31, « Al
. —Asia ;” proconsular Asia; the word ‘‘sounded out™
‘from Ephesus ; probably Paul made journeys to the
' neighbouring cities, there were six other important
! churches in this district. Rev. 2: 3.

! Vers. 11, 12. We find here how God adapts means to
i the end ; at Ephesus there wero ** special miracles.” The
| city was a great seat of magical and carious arts, in
| opposition to these was shown the * great power of God,”
in fact their very superstition was used to advance the
truth. They would come to regard as sacred the clothes
moistened with sweat from Paul's body {(he worked with
his hands for the support of himself and those with him,
!chap. 20: 34); and the aprons he wore in the worship,
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and so they took these garments to the sick, evidently
their own idea, not Paul’s, and this faith, mixed with
error as it was, God honoured as he had done in a
gimilar instance before CLap. 5-15. ¢ Diseases—eovil
spirits : V plainly distingunished, we must not suppose, as
some would have, that the latter is only a phase of the
former ; no miracles were worked at Corinth so far as we
know.

Vers. 13, 14, ¢‘Vagabond,” Rev. ** Btrolling Jews :”
men who went about from place to place, pretending to
cure demoniacs. ** Adjure—by Jesus:’’ these men used a
formula of incantntion and hearing that Paul preached
Jesus they thonght that the magical power was in the
use of that name. * Sceva, chief of the priests:” an in-
definite torm, meaning here, probably, the leading, priest
in one of the synagogues of the city. It has been sug-
gested, however, that he was an apostate Jew acting as
priest in the idol temple, or that the title was part of the
imposture. ‘“Did so:” lit., were doing so, this was one
instance.

Vers. 15, 16. “The evil spirit—the man:”’ note how
they are carefully distingmished. ‘¢ Jesus—Paul:” yes,
they did ‘“know ” the master and all His servants ; the
demoniacal tribe had felt their power; the idea really is
I acknowledge their authority.” ““ Whoare ye ? " an utter-
ance of scorn and contempt. * Leaped upon them :” with the
strength of frenzy, demoniacal possessions gave preterna-
tural strength ; it was so with the Gadarene demoniac.
** Overcame : " Rev, “mastered both of them:” it would ap-
pear a8 if in this special instance iwo of the seven sons
had undertaken the task, the ‘‘vagabonds,” of ver. 13,
referring to the seven, the ** certain ” to the two. ¢ Naked :”
the outer garments torn off does not necessarily imply
mors than that.

Ver. 17, Two results are noted as foilowing the dis-
comfiture of the exorcist impostors : * fear,” an sssurance
of the power of Him who was preached by Paul; ¢ name
of —Jesus—magnified,” while punishment fell upon those
who profaned it; yet by its right use wonders were
daily wrought.

Vors, 18, 19. Hereisthe action of the converts resulting,
—*“ confessed,” their former folly and sin in the practice of
magical arts: the ¢ caurious arts,” next noted ‘* books”
which contained their * mysteries,” magical signs, for-
mulas of incantation, receipts for philtres, written amulets
and the notorious ‘ Ephesian letters,” mysterious words
engraved upen the image of Diana and used for magical
purposes, ‘‘ burned,”j the only thing to do with bad
books. ** Fiity thousand pieces of silver: » about §10,000,
the books were doubtless rare, and so costly.

Ver. 20. * Grew:” in extent. ‘Prevailed,” in power ;
the event just narrated was at once a result and a cause;
produced by the action of the gospel on the hearts of
those who received if, further triumphs were assured by
the exhibition of such a self-sacrificing spirit.

Vers. 21, 22, The very success of the gospelin Ephe-
sus, led Paul to dcsire fresh fields in which to work and
conquer for Christ.
natural revelation, such bas ne had received on previous
occasions, but probably, his own judgment and desires,
guided by the Spirit of God. ¢*acedonia and Achaie:”
he had already laboured there. ¢ Jerusalem :" Paul alwars
felt tenderly toward the mother church although never
cordially welcomed by it ; even now he had his plans to
relieve their temporal necessities. ¢ Rome : ™ yes he
went there, but in a very different manner to that he
bad purposed, he went as a priscner. His ‘I must,”
was confirmed by God's *“ thom mast *' of chap. 23 : 11.

HINTS TO TEACHERS.

Prefatoyy.——Our subject is another illustration of
all-conquering power of gospel truth. Each place thai

“ Purposed in spirit : " not a super- !

Paul visited, Corinth, Athens, Thessalonioa, Berea,
Philippi, Ephesus, bore witness o the same, but with
different manifestations. Each has its truths and lessons
for us, let us endeavour to find them in this account of
apostolic labours in Ephesus and to press them home in
our classes.

Topical Analysis.—(1) Paul preaching and work-
ing miracles (vers. 8-12.}; (2) A house divided. Satar
against Satan (13-16) ; (3) Proof of the power of the gospel,
(17-20) ; (4) Paul's purposes (21-22).

On the jirst topic we may show how, still * as
lis custom was,” he went into the synagogue, and
for a space of three monthe carried on his struggle
with the Jews, ‘‘disputing and persuading.”” Paul
was smphatically & preacher of one theme and that
theme was Christ; he had a message to deliver and
he delivered it. The messags was Christ Jesus and Him
crucified ; this we shall more fully see in our next lesson
was the' beginning and completion of the " King-
dom of God.” The love of Christ constrained him, his
convictions of the grandeur of redemption gave elo-
quence to his tongue, and persuasiveness to his tones;
he believed, and therefore he spake. Would that some
touch of that fervour could be in all our teaching. Then
God owned his teaching by miracles, ‘special miracles,”
Necne had been wrought in cultured Athens or in busy
Corinth, but here, under the shadow of that colossal saper-
stition, the temple of the Ephesian Dians, God will mani-
fest His power. Note that it 1s said ** God wrought.’’ almost
ag if Paul were the passive instrument. Even the vaga-
bond exorcists adjured by Jesus ** whom Paul preacheth,”
not worketh miracles. Paul everywhere was pre-eminently
& preachor, a witness for Christ. This was his work,

On the secord topic. 'We may point out how all at-
tempts to overcome evil by evil must fail. So likewise
all presumptuous pretentions to be the servants of Jesus:
we may take the name of Jesus on our lips and yet give
Him no place in our hearts, but be children of our father
the Devil. Teach that true, acceptable working for Christ
must be preceded by fellowship with Christ. Nor must
we speak for Christ to obtsin importance or make for
ourselves & name : sushk must ever come to scorn and
shame.

On the #zkird topic, show that whkere the gospel is
received in truth it becomes the ruling power of the life;
fhese men could not be believers and yet follow thei
former : "ful practices, so, if Christ is received He must
be masi. » of the daily life, improper persuits must be
given up, and any hurtfal business must be abandoned.
The steps in the Christian life are belief, confession, sacri-
fice, the last is the hardest; but it will never be less
so to your scholars than to day ; habits are hardening,
the gossamer web may become a cable to bind hand and
foot to Satan. Urge sacrifice for Jesus Now, press this,
Whatever you have found keeps you from Christ, has lea
you into evil associations, or may be harmful to others,
give it up at once and for ever,

. On the jourth topic, let Paul be & model to you of
i Christian earnestness and uanwearied latour. If we cap-
i not do His work we can yet have His spirit. and do the
i work of Christ where God has placed us. Hold up this
' kingly man,” greater than Casar or Alesander, to the
; admiration of your clars, who if he sought fresh congquests,

;sought them all for Christ.
f INCIDENTAL TRUTES AND TEACHINGS.

I Boldness of testimony springs from a conviction of the
truth.

Men are accountable for every opportuniiy of hearing
the truth, the unbeliaf many grow into disbelief, dis-
belies into hardness and opposition.
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Not Paul, nor things from Paul’s body worked wonders,
but the living Christ.

Spiritual power goes forth from the servants of Jesus
to-day.

The devil and his gervants would still imitate “hrist
and His servants.

The more zealous the slaves of Saten, the more he tor-
ments them at the last.

Satan is divided against himself, his kingdom must
{all.

No man can serve Christ and continue evil practices.

Confession is cheap, sacriiice is often costly.

Main Lessons,—Sacrifices for Christ must be made,
have you made any? Gen. 22: 12; 2 Sam, 4 : 24; Matt.
5:30; Mark 10: 29: Luke 9: 23; 14: 26, 27; Acts 20 :
24;21:13; PhiL 3: 7, 8. Rev, 13: 11.

LESSON 3.
iae} PAUL'S PREACHING. {rSor. v

GOLDEN TExT.—‘“We preach Christ crucified
unto the Jews a stumbling block, and unto
the Greeks foolishness.”—1 Cor. 1 : 23.

TiIME.—A.D. 57, early part.

Prace.—Written from Ephesus (1 Cor. 16: 8} to the
church at Corinth {see lesson 1o : First Quarter).

INTRODUCTION.—We have already studied the formation
of the Corinthian church during the year and six months’
labour of the Apostle Paul. After his departure many
abuses sprang up threatening to choke and destroy the
spiritual life of the church : there were schisms in the body.
The church appears to have been divided into four parties,
those who had been converted by the apostles teaching and
clung to his way of presenting the truth, saying, ‘I am of
Paul ;" a second, those converted through the instrument-
ality of Apollos, and calling themselves by hisname ; a third
probably converted Jews, who had as yet failed to learn all
the truths of God's love to the Gentiles, and so retained their
exclusiveness which they thought best represented by Feter ;
and a fourth calling themselves specially by the pame of
Christ, who, in all likelihood depreciated apostolic authority
claiming that they were amenable to Christ alone. In ad-
dition to these troubles there were otherthingsin the church
demanding severe rebuke; there was immoral conduct,
uanchecked by the church; the members were appealing to
heathen judges to settle differences amongst themselves ;
those who bad spiritual gifts used them in a disorderly
manner ; the women, contrary to the custom of the day, ap-
peared in public unveiled, and there was a lack of brotherly
love between the richer and poorer members, Tidings of
these matters were brought to Ephesus by a Christisn woman
named Chloe, and in consequence Paul wrote this epistle,

Notes and Comments.—Verse, 17. ** Not to bap-
tize : " he had been referring to their divisions, and was
thankful that he had baptised ‘‘ but Crispus and Gaius, also
the household of Stephanas, ” * lest any should say that I
baptised in mine own pame.” Baptism has a place but not
the place to which some would exalt it; it is the outward
seal of our union with Christ, worse than valueless if we are
not united to Him. Paul appears to have left the adminis-
tration of the rite to subordinates. ¢ Preach the gospel : ' a
much greater thing. ** Wisdom of words : " which those who
czlled themselves by his name were claiming. * Cross of
Christ : " here, as ever, the 2toning sacrifice of Christ.
‘‘Nonpe effect: " just what they were doing with their divi-
sions.

Ver. 18, ¢ Preaching of the cross:” its doctrine.
¢‘Perish foolishness—saved—the power of God :” REv.reads,
“ them that are perishing—are being saved.” He who begins
to listen to the gospel cannot be accounted either lost or

’

saved, but is, as it were, at 2 point where two ways meet,
and is either being lost or being saved. This is true of all
your scholars, teacher.

Ver. 19. ““Is written: ” Isa, 29 : 14, as in Septuagint,
the reading of that passage and its context will help to an
understanding of the meaning here, God will show how
very foolish is human wisdom when it dares to enter the
province of divine things.

Ver. 20. * Wise:” Jew or Greek. * Scribe:" man of
letters. ‘¢ Scriptural man : ” a class of Jews devoted to the
study of the scriptures. These two questions are answered
at the close of the verse.  ‘“ God made foolish: " by showing
how powerless for the salvation of men. ‘‘ Disputer :” Greek

hitosopher, likely, in whose teachings disputations had a
arge place,

Ver. 21. “In the wiscom of God:" the wise ordering
of the Divine Providence. ‘¢ By wisdom : ” its much vaunt-
ed human wisdom. ‘*Knew not God : ”’ it could not know
Him, that was spritual knowledge. Chap, 2: 14, “ Fool-
ishness: ” so esteemed by Greeks, ver. 23. ¢‘ Preaching:”
the cross.

Vers. 22, 23, Man’s thoughts, God’s method, and the
results are in these two verses. ¢ Jews—sign:” just as they
did of the Saviour himself (Mark 8: 11), we do not find
that Paul wrought any such at Corinth. ¢ Greeks- -wis-
dom : " human not divine, the wisdom of their philosophers.
¢ Christ crucified : ’ th. great central theme of all saving
preaching, whether by apostles in the first, or teachers in the
nineteenth ceatury,  *‘ Jews—stumbling-block : " for they
expected a victorious, all powerful, monarch Messiah.
*‘ Greeks foolishaess : ” telling them of the depravity and
helplessness of man, and his need of a Saviour.

Ver. 24. **Them:" neither Jew or Gentile. *¢Called :
meaning, as the phrase always does from Paul, believers.
As Clement of Aiexandria has it:  While all men have
been called they who were minded to obey received the
name cf ‘called ones’.” ‘Power” set against ‘‘signm,”
“ wisdom "’ against ¢ wisdom ” of ver. 22, in other words,
Christ crucified is a manifestation of the power of God and
the wisdom of God for the salvation of the world.

Ver. 25. *‘ Foolishness, weakness:” those which ap-
pear so to unbelieving man. * Wiser—stronger : ” though
men in their ignorance of God and themselves may think
otherwise.

Vers. 26, 2g. The apostle now uses a confirmatory argu-
ment from their own experience. ** Your calling : ”” here
conveying the idea of the general results of the calling, in
which they were included. * Not many—wise—mighty—
noble : ' then some of these had obeyed the heavenly voice,
and were numbered with “the called ones,” as Lady
Huntingdon once said, “ Thank God for the letter M ; it
was not ‘not any,’ but ‘not many.’” ¢* Foolish things:” the
simple truths of the gospel, so esteemed by the world. ¢ Con-
found : " same word is rendered ‘ bring to naught,” in ver.
28, and each is rendered in REV. “ put to shame.” ¢ Weak
things : ” poor men without temporal power, influence or
riches, *¢‘Base:” low born, fishermen and such like, mean
and despised in the eyes of the world. ¢ Things that are
not : ” are considered as of little consequence as if they did
not exist. “No flesh:” frail and helpless, Isa. 40:6.
“ Glory : ” we may not glory in ourselves as in the presence
of God, but we may glory in Him, ver. 31.

Ver. 30. * Of Him :”’ ye are what ye are by the grace
of God. “InChrist: ” Rom. 6 : 11. ‘‘ Wisdom:" fools
before. ‘* Righteousuess: " here equivalent to justification.

“ The Lord our righteousness: ” Jer, 23 : 6, this is a part of
a prophecy of Jesus. ¢ Sanctification : ” though before we
were unholy 2and base, “ Redemption : ” the all-embracing
climax, the cternal deliverance and restoratior to his
favour.

Ver. 31. “Is written:” Jer. 9:
Lord : " see note on ver. 29.

24. *“Glory in the
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HINTS TO TEACHERS.

Topical Analysis.—(1) Paul's mission (ver, 17) ; (2)
Paul’s preaching (ver. 23) ; (3) Paul’s hearers (ver. 22) ; (4)

oolish and wise, strong and weak (ver. 18-21, 25-29).

First topic contains two things, (z) what the apostle was
not|sent to do (baptize) and (5) what was his actual mission—to
preach the gospel. The dissentions in the Corinthian church
had forced frorn him an utterance of thaokfulness, that
save in one or two instances he had not personally adminis-
tered the rite of baptism. He did not desire to belittle a
duty commanded by the Master Himself, but he felt that it
was quite a minor thing compared with the mcre important
work that Christ had placed first, teachivg—discipline—z%a¢
was his work, the sealing rite he could leave to others ; not
to baptize but to preach the gospel, the grand truths of the
gospel of Jesus. Here is a lesson on our work ; baptism
was right, so it is right to teach our scholars all th> second-
ary truths of the Bible, its bistory, its geographr, it chron.
ology and so on, but the one great duty we have far beyoad
all others is to teach Christ, our schoiars relation to Him,
and His work of salvation ; whatever else is untaught this
must not be neglected.

Such, we find in the second topic, was Paul’s preaching, a
sentence of two words includes it all, it was * Christ cruci-
fied, " a sentence full of meaning so vast that it would be in
vain attemptiog to dwell upon it here, even if it were needed ;
but every teacher should know theoretically and experiment.
ally what it means, and be able to tell his scholars out of
a glad heart what Christ crucified is to him., This is the
central truth of the N, T., the corner stone of the gospel :

¢ These the only words I see,
Jesus died upon the tree,
Christ was crucified for me.”

On the ?4ird topic we may show that Paul’s hearers were
divided as the hearers of the gospel are to-day, into those
who receive and those who reject. Of these latter the world-
loving, self-seeking Jews represent one class, and the Gre:ks
the so-called wise men, those who make everything subser-
vient to their own wisdom, the other. On the one band
the lusts of the flesh; the desire of the eye, and the pride of
life keep men from Christ, and on the other the pride of
intellect and the wicdom of this world. Show how in the New
Testament, both these classesare represented. All the Herods,
Ananies, Felix, Demas and many others belonging to the one,
while Agrippa, Gullio, the Epicureans, Stoics and such like,
represent the other. But there were those who believed in
Paul’s day as now, and to them the cross was the wisdom of
God and the power of God. Ask what Christ was to these
and is to all who receive Him now, you have it in ver. 30.
** Wisdom > divine wisdom, ‘‘the wisdom that cometh from
above, ” only the soul that comes into communion with
God, through Jesus can know the deep things of
God.  * Righteouspess,” here meaning His righteous
obedience unto death for us, Rom. §: 1. ** Sanctification,”
how Christ in us, making us pure and holy, so that at the
last he may present us without spot and blameless. “ Re-
demption, ” final and complete, finishing for each in glory
the work of Calvary.

We cannot dwell upon the foiertk topic; but the gospel of
salvation is to all eternity a monument of the wisdom of God,
agospel for all men, be they who they may, ignorant or
educated, poor or rich, bond or free, for all nations, all ages;
it makes the ignorant wise, the weak strong, the lowly
exalted, and would, if it everywhere prevailed, bring back
more than the long lost paradise. Isnot this the very wis-
dom of God ?

INCIDENTAL TRUTHS AND TEACHINGS.

Ordinances are not to be despised, but far beyond these
is the preaching of Christ crucified.

The wisdom of God is folly to the foolishness of men.

Bat true wisdom is in the reception of the gospel.

The gospel, the great exhibition of the wisdom and power
of God.

The world without a revelation could]never find God.

Worldly men look for worldly religion.

The final results of the preached gospel wili be to the
eternal glory of God.

Main Lesson.—Christ crucified, the only way of salva-
tion.—John 11 : 50-52 ; Rom. 5:6-8; 14:9; 1 Cor. 15:33;
Gal. 1:43 3:13; Eph. 5:2-26; 1 Tim.2:6; Titus 23
14; 1 Peter 1 :15-21; 2 : 24, etc.

LESSON 1IV.

apni 2 ABSTINENCE FOR THE SAKE OF
188 OTHERS.

GOLDEN TexT.—* If meat make my brother to
offend, I will eat no flesh while the world stand.th.”
—Ver. 13.

TIME. —
PLACE.—

Introduction.—The controversy which called forth
these remarks of the Apostle Paul is, so far as the church of
to-day is concerned, a dead issue, but the spirit that per-
vades it and the root principles involved are as important as
when Paul wrote the letter. The principle of self-denial for
others may,doestakea somewhatdifferent form, yet itisa New
Testament principle and needs enforcing now asmuch, ifnot
more, than it ever did. On one feature of this controversy
we may quote Dean Alford’s words: * The eating of these
portions of the idol-meats was forbidden by theapostlesand
elders assembled at Jerusalem. (Acts 15: 293 21: 25.)
That Paul in the whole of this passage makes no allusion to
that decree, but deals with the question on its own merits *
* * ghows how little such decisions were at that time re-
garded as lastingly binding upon the church; and how fully
competent it was, even auring the lifetime of the apostles,
for Christians to open and question on its own merits 2 mat-
ter which they (the apostles) had for a speciai purpose once
already decided.”

Notes and Comments,—Ver. 1. *‘Things offered
to idols : ” when sacrifices were offered to idols, a part of the
meat was burnt on the altar, a part was taken by the priests,
and the remainder went to the worshipper, who could do as
he pleased with it, and as a matter of fact did frequently
send his portion to the markets to be sold, and thus partially
indemnify himself for his outlay. The Christians could hardly
help being partakessof these meats unless they kept away from
all gatherings of their heathen neighbours and were very strict
in their enquiries ss to the meats sold in the markets, Was
this, then, a matter of importance or of indifference? *‘Have
knowledge : ” know what is right; in ver. 7 it is said that
this **is not in every man ” ; that is, that it is not actually
and practically apprehended by each man. *“Kaowledge,”
“‘without charity—puffeth up:” leads to pride, self-suffi-
ciency ; *‘ charity,” or love, “ edifieth,” lit., buildeth up.
Here is the contrast; mere religious knowledge may be de-
structive of Christian’life, but love confirms and consolidates
it.

Vers. 2, 3. ** Any man think : ” is self-conceited, proud,
he * knows nothing ;" there is no real knowledge without
humlity and love. *‘ Any man love God—same kaown of
him : ” there is a little doubt as to the exact meaning here.
We favour the thought that would understand ¢ known " in
the sense of approved.

Ver. 4. *“ An idol nothing:” a piece of wood or stone—
nothing else. ¢* None other God but one : ” these were foun-
dation truths which they all received.

Vers. 5, 6, Paul further says that while the heathen had

(1 Cor.8
1 1-43

} See last lesson.
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many whom they called * gods in heaven,” their heaven ;
“in earth:” gods of the mountains, plains, rivers, woods,
seas, etc, ; yet we, discarding all this, have ¢ but one God,*’
not many, ‘‘ the Father "—either the Father of the Divine
Son, or * Our Father,” each equally true, “ Wein Him:”
John 17:721., the blessed union of the Christian to his
Father in Heaven. *‘ One Lord : ” not many. ** By whom:”
Jobn 1 : 3., hence is His lordship proved; by Him are all
things of God. ** We by,” Rev., ‘through Him :” and
have the filial relation to God—huve been brought into His
faraily.

Ver.7. “That knowlege:” of the vanity of idols.
¢ With conscience of,” REV., **being used until now tothe
idol :” the same thought more ciearly put. *‘ Eat—and—
conscience is defiled : 7 These were formerly heathen and
could not :id themselves of the old idea of the idol sacrifice ;
to them the meat was polluted, to others, the use to which
it had been put made no difference ; an idol was nothing, so
this was common meat. ‘ Conscience is defiled : ” if aman
does an innocent thing (eats meats offered to idols) thinking
it to be sin, it is sin, and the conscience is defiled.

Ver, 8, ¢‘Meat commendeth us not:"” that is, our
character in the sight of God does not depend on what we
eat or what we abstain from eating; these are externals—
God looks at the heart, *‘‘The Kingdom of God is not
meat and drink :” Rom. 14: 7, when Christ sets up His
kingdom in the heart of a man it is not because of any exter-
nal observances, but because the soul is willing and seeking
for his presence,

Ver. 9. While this is gloriously true, don't let it be a
*¢ stumbling-block,"” an occasion of offence to others, inlead-
ing them to do as you do, thus violating conscience and com-
mitting sin, ‘‘ Weak :” have not your knowledge as to the
absolute nothingness of idols, and so do not feel towards
these sacrifices as you can.

Ver. 10, An illustration of the argument of ver. 9 : “see
thee which hast knowledge :” and whose example, there-
fore, would be more powerful. “Idol temple:” so that
some of these strong-minded converts went so far even as to
eat within the idol temples. ‘‘ Emboldened—built up: ”
the same word as translated ‘¢ edified ”” in ver. 1; thus the
weak brother is built up, strengthened, but in a wrong way
—in violation of conscience.

Ver. 17.  And this may lead to worse and worse ; ern-
boldened in sin the weak brother may go cn to apostacy,
and “‘ perish,” One * for whom Christ died : ” how affect-
ing the thought that through the acts of ome Christian,
another may be sent on the downward road to deasth,

Ver. 12. He who does this will not, however, be held
guiltless, for ‘ when ye sin so again:* the brethren, ye sin
agamst Christ,” who is one with the brethren (Matt.25: 40);
it is also an injury to the cause of Christ,

Ver, 13. Here the apostle epunciates the grand principle
of the lesson, that rather than do this sin he would ** eat no
flesh while the world standeth,” and thus, by declaricg his
willingness to make any sacrifice for any length of time, lest
a brother fall, he takes away the argument, used alas to-day,
by some, that it is unfair to ask them to give up their Chris-
tian liberty because of the ignorance and prejudices of some
brethren,

HINTS TO TEACHERS.

Prefatory.—This is an important practical lesson—one
that needs enforcing to-day as strongly as ever it did., First
of all, have you, teacher, heeded it yourself ? There are |
practices lawful, it may be, to the strong, but thousands per- |
ish by them, Does your class know that you can, have,
made sacrifices for others? Let no man with the fumes of

liquor upon him ; let no woman, whosedevotion to dress is
a temptation to the girls of her class, dare to teach this les-
son, unless they can at once resolve that the words of the,

apostle shall be theirs, and that they will cast off every cause
of oftence for the sake of those *‘ for whom Christ died,”

Topical Analysis.—(1) Conscience without knowl-
edge. (2) Knowledge without love. (3) Love's resolu.
tion.

On the firs¢ topic we may briefly note again the difficuley
of these Corinthian brethren. They were converts from
idolatry, they had so long been accustomed to regard their
gods as a power that they were unable to resist the same
feeling now, even with the light of the gospel shining upon
them ; thus it was the meats which had been offered to idols
were to them invested with a special character, ditferent to
ordinary meats, and they felt that if they partook of them,
either at festive gatherings or at their own houses, they ina
measure came in contact with their old idolatrous customs,
and from that they shrunk with a patural dismay. Bul they
did not stop there; they were hurt, wounded, that other
Christians who had not passed through their experience did
not feel like themselves, Hence, to these weak consciences
offence came, and they would have the apostle see with
them and denounce the use of idol meats for all Chris:ians.
The form of this trouble has passed away, but the spirit sur-
vives, Men who have been lifted by tlie gospel out of any
special sin, are much more tender of any approach to it than
those who have never known its power. That is natural and
right, yet we must teach that the conscience of one can never
be the rule of another ; every one has to be fully satisfied in
his own mind, and whether it be in eating or drinking, or
amusements, or forms of worship, to his own Master he
standeth or falleth. Happy would it be for our churches if
all knew this, how much heated controversy and divisicns
would be avoided. Let usimpress this on the young.

The second topic shows us the other phase of the error,
¢ Knowledge ¥ is right ; we should strive to have all knowl-
edge of our faith, especially of its duties and obligations but,
knowledge alone * puffeth up,” while love *‘builds up.”
These more enlightened Christians despised their weaker
brethren for making such an ado about idol meats. An idol
was nothing, of no account whatever ; why thenshould the
sacrificed meats be of any account? So, to-day we have
those who contend for their *‘ rights,” for freedom of action,
and often, it is to be feared, go further in that direction thap
their consciences approve, to support their contention ; let
us, as an’antidote, point to

The thérd topic—love’s resolution. ‘* If meat make,” etc. :
let us look at the steps by which the apostle reached this
resowxtion.  Love mu.. guide us in the use of our knowledge.
—XKnow!'edge without love is worthless ; we maycontend tor
our rights, <bout which we read little in the New Testament
and yet neglect the duties it inculcates. Knowledge in the
head, and love in the heart makes the perfect Christian.
Love regards the weak.-—~Christ did ; He came from heaven
to save the erring and the weak, and His apostle in like
manner would sacrifice himself for them. Who are the
weak? Those with tender, it may be unenlightened con-
sciences who will suffer by our careless liberty. Lozve surren-
ders its rights.—Christians have rights, liberties, freedom in
the gospel, yet the true believer will always use these in the
light of the ignorant conscience of a fellow-believer, aad will
abridge his liberly in things innocent for the sake of others.
Love leads to a noble self-denial,—and so reaches

LovR's RESOLUTION,—*¢ If meat,” etc., and this will be
the resolution of every man with the spirit of the apostle :
Shall I take the pledge? Shall 1 go to the theaure? Shall
I dance or play cards? Will my doing these hurt the con-
science of my brother? If so, the resolve of the apostle shall
be mine. Thisis the grand rule of Christian life. Press it
upon your scholars.

* From * Monday Club”’ Sermons,
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INCIDENTAL TRUTAS AND TEAOEINGS.
Knowledge without love is ignorance.
Let us not despise the weakest of God’s people.
Happy the man in whose heart love and knowledge is
joined.
Love the measure of sacrifice.

Personal rights should not be allowed to weigh against the
welfare of others.

The body is of more consequence than a single member.

The disciple should seek to follow the Master in the path
of sacrifice for others.

Main Lesson.—Self-denial the law of Christ’s king.

dom.—Luke 9: 23; 21: 43 Acts 20: 24; Rom, 9: 13 ;
Chap. 14, throughout.

LEBBON 5,
May ) CHRISTIAN LOVE. {a,%m

GoLprN Texr.—‘‘Love is the fulfilling of the
law."—

TIME.—
PLAGE. — z As lessons 3 and 4,

Notes and Comments.—Vers. 1.—The apostle had
referred to “ a more excellent way’ in the laot verse of
the preceding chapter, and he now proceeds to dwell
upon it. ¢*Tongues :” the gift of tongaes, of which some
were so proud. ‘“ Or angels : ”* as they are of a higher order
than men, so their speech, whatever its nature, is of a
higher;character. ¢ Have not charity :” REv. reads ‘‘love”
throughout the chapter. ¢ Charity,” as we understand
it, furbearance, or ministering to the wants of others, can-
not be meant, for vers. 3 supposes such a charity as
worthless.
aud pothing more.

Vers. 2. A further contrasting of gifts with love—*¢ pro-
phecy: " speaking by the inspiration of God ; not of neces-
sity, though perhaps including it, prophecy in our sense
of foretelling. ** Mysieries : " divine truths, the deep things
of God, hidden from other men. *‘Knowledge:” of natural
and revealed truths. * Faith—mountains"—as Matt. 17:
20; 21:26. ‘ Have not charity: ” men, as Balaam, may
have spiritual gifts, and yat be destitute of the grace of God
in the heart. Such, in relation to God's kingdom, are
‘ nothing.”

Ver. 3. Having spoken of gifts, he now enumerates
graces, which may exist without love, ‘‘Bestow all my
goods : "' no charity can be larger than this, “Bodyto be
burned :” in self-sacrifice for others, or defence of the
truth, profiteth nothing. These lmay be done in ostenta.
tion, or in a fanatical, defiant spirit, altogether void of the
Spirit of the Master.

Ver. 4. Having shown how worthiess gifts and sacrifices
are, if without the spirit of love, the apostle now goes on
to Jdeseribe it. Compare here the fruits of wisdom, ae
described by James, in his Epistle, Chap, 3:17: *“suf-
fereth long: ' with obstinacy, injury, spite, and malice ;
‘“ig kind : " the positive of long suffering, not only bears
evil, but gives good ; * envieth not':” is not jealous, never
vexed at the success of others ; * vaunteth not:» displays

not itseli, as Alfo~d paraphrases, ‘‘ not puffed up:” or !

conceited ; it is closely connected with the preceding
expression.

Ver. 5. “Unseemly: ” a teacher will ‘find plenty of
illustrations of this—disrespect to parents is one. * Not
her own : ” happy in the happiness of others, how differ-
ent from the worldy motio: “ Tske care of nurber one.”
“Not easily provoked:” REev. omits “easily;” is not
moved to anger. ‘‘Thinketh no evil:” a grand feature
this, not to impute or even suppose, evil motives for the

I

actions of anyone, If the hand is open, love sees an
open heart ; if the hand is closed, love believes that is be-
cause of closed means,

Ver. 6. *‘Rejoiceth not in iniquity :” when men do
wrong, with an  ““I told you:so,” “I knew how it would
be,” ete., or, in the prevalence of iniquity of any kind.
“In the truth:” in its success and power.

Ver. 7. * Beareth : ” or, as in margin of Rgv., *‘ cover.
eth : " would rather hide an evil deea than trumpst it
abroad. ¢ Believeth” so long as itis possible, and when
that is impossible, still * hopeth.” ‘Endureth:” all the
evils that come from wicked men, opposition or even per-
secution, so Rom. &: 7.

Ver. 8. Love is nov contrasted with gifts as to its abid-
ing charagter ; * never faileth :” because it is of God. * God
is love.” Prophecies—fail—tongues—cesse—knowledge—
vanishes away —prophesies have besn fulfilled, and so are
past ; tongues did not ¢urvive long even in the primitive
church, and knowledge while it may last the world out,
will not be needed in heaven.

Vers. 9, 10. ““In part:” all our knowledge is partial
and imperfect, and in the inspired utterances of that day
only a part of the truth was revealed. ‘ Perfect is come:”
when the Liord shall come, so ver. 12. ¢‘Done away:”
imperfect knowledge by perfect, as the law by the Gospel ;
all the things that have been mentioned, tongues, prophe-
cies, knowledge, will be unnceded in the light of Christ’s
presence. .

Ver. 11. Gifts and charity are here compsared to child-
hood and ‘manhood—the former belong to the infancy of
the Church, the latter to its maturity; the thoughts and
feelings of a child belong to the child alore, not fo the
man. When manhood is reached, I have put away child-
ish things : " so Rev.; so the gifts which theCorinthians

“ Sounding brass—tinkling zymbals .” gound | prized so much would be as childish things in the world

to come.

Ver. 12. ¢+ A glass darkly: " the mirrors of those days
were of polished mefal, and the reflection was indistinct,
hence the metaphor; in the gospel we see God and the
things of God, the gospel of His grace yet but imper-
fectly, * then:” when? in that future of which Paul had
had & foretaste, and which was so real to him 2 Cor. 12:2
3. “Face tc face: ” comp. Numbers 12: 8; ‘“know in
part: " the wisest know but little. Sir Isaac Newton corm-
pared himself to & boy playing on the sea shore, and di-
verting himself by now and then finding a smoother pebble
or a prettier shell than ordinary, while the great ocean of
truth lay all undiscovered before him, “As Iam known:"
seeing God face to face we should know Him as He knows
us, perfectly.

Ver. 13. * Now abideth:” let us not overlook thiz. “Faith
—hope : " these equally with “ charity :”” hope will never
be lost *“in full fruition,” but will blossom eternally ; faith
will never finally “vanish into sight; ” it will abide, as a

‘ continuing, ever present, trust in God. *‘The greatest:”

not only greater than gifts, but than $hings far more
escellent than gifts. God is never said to to be faith or
hope, but He is said to be love. Faith and hope lead to
heaven, love i8 Heaven, for love is God.

HINTS TO TEACHERS,

Prefatory.—It bas been well said that our lesson is
one of those matchless passages in which inspiration itself
seems newly inspired. We hesitate by what name to call
the glorious theme. Charity, the old version calls if;
Love 18 the better word but this must be sanctified in our
thought. It is the same word so constaniiy translated
Love as when John tells us in his first Epistle : “ God is
Love :" and ‘‘we love Him because He first loved us;”
we see in & moment that it would not do to substitate the
word Charity,,and it is only because we have been so long
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used to that word that gome regret the change. When we
have become accustomed to it we shall prize the word
Love much ag giving fresh force and beanty to this beauti-
{ul chapter.

Topical Analysis.—(1) The characteristics of love,
1-8. (2) The eternal supremacy of love, 9-13. On the
first topic note that the characteristios yiven are of two
kinds—negative, something that love is not—positive, some-
thing that it is, It is not envious, dwell for a moment on
each of these characteristics and illustrate them as you easily
may from daily life hers, it would the rather rejoice in
the suocess and pre-eminence of another. In the spirit
of John the Baptist, ** He must inorease, bat I must de-
crease, " mot wvain, proud, selfish, hasty, prejudiced, or
pharisaical. How beautiful, but how rare, the character
free from all these blemishes; how hard some of them
especially are to root out of the heart, but if the love of God
is there, and supreme, thoy will all be cast out, Read the
Firsi Epistle of John through, and see what a place he also
gives $o love-—love to God and the brethren. Reading this
description one thinks of a group of children boasting of
their strength, quarrelling for the best things, breaking
into hot words which are answered by blows, till all is con-
fusion and misery ; and then comes the elder sister, sweet
in face and gentle in voice, aud by the very charm of her
bright, unselfish spirit, the rude tones are quisted, smiles,
kisges, and pretty acts of kindness chauge the place fo s
heaven. We have faken tthe figure from the nursery.
Alag! that full-grown people should be so slow to pub
away childish things,” But there is & positive side : love
is active, it is kind, long-suffering, b2lieving the best,
and, where beliof is impossible, hoping the ves:, patient
to the end. What & world this wouid be if in all walks
of life these principles prevesiled. Love, or in other
words, the Spirit of Jesus entering into all trade—into the
dealings of man with man. What an extraordinary pol-
itical newspaper, for instance, that would be, conducted on
the principles of vers. 5-7, and what a chureh, and what
a school algso. Strive to impress these principles on your
cholars ; strive to illustrate them in your own life,

On the second topic, show how transient all gifts are
compared with Love. Man dies, and the knowledge ac-
quired by o life of study, or the gifts of intellect with
which he may be richly endowed, all cease, but if he has
love in the heart he carries it into the realm of love and
it abides with him forever. Greater also than Faith and
Hope which are the steps to the perfect Christian Char-
acter, while Liove is that character. Faith is the eye, but
Love ths heart, Hope the anchor, but Love the precious
freight. Faith and Hope the virtwes of creatures, God
can have neither, but Love is of God; 1 John, 4 :7; and
God is Love, 1 John, 4:8,

Supplementary.—The lesson would fail unless we
pointed o the incarnation of love in the life of the Lord
Jesus Christ. 41l the characteristics of love were seen in
Him, forgetting for the moment that it was love brought
Him to earth. How does every incident in His life show
its spirit, how kind, how gentle, how humble, how long-
suffering, how forgiving, how patient with the dullness of
His disciples and the opposition of the people. The life of
Jesus is, in fact, a living comment on on this lesson, and
just as we strive by the grace of God to be like the Master
shall we be filled with the spirit and power of this lesson.

INCIDENTAL TRUTHS AND TEACHINGS.

Supernatural gifts have long passed away, but Love
abides,

Love is the Alpha &1d Omegs, the beginning and the
ending of the Christian character.

Love firds good where others find only evil and hopes
to the ond.

* Monday Club Sermons.

Without Love we are nothing before God.

Christ, and Christ alone, the perfest embodiment of
Love.

He our model set before us.
‘ He prayeth besi who loveth best
All things both great and small.”

Main XLesson,—Follow after love,—John 13:34;
15:12; Romans13:8; Col.3:14; 1Thess. 4:9 ; 1 Tim.
1:5; 1Pet,1:8; 1Jobn 2:9.10; 4:7,

THE CO4ST-GUARD.

Do you wonder what I am seeing,
In the heart of the fire, aglow
Like cliffs in a golden sunset,
With a summer sea below ?
I 8es, away to the eastward,
The line of a storm-beat coast,
AndIhear the tread of the hurrying waves
Like the tramp of a mailed host.

And up and down in the darkness,
And over the frozen sand,
I hear the men of the voast-gnard
Pacing along the strand.
Beaten by storm and tempest,
And drenched by the pelting rain,
From the shores of Carolina,
To the wind-swept bays of Maine,

No matter what storms are raging,
No matter how wild the night,
The gleam of their swinging lanterns
Shines out with a friendly light.
And many a shipwrecked sailor
Thanks God, with his gasping breath,
For the sturdy arms of the surf-men
That drew him away from death.

And so, when the wind is wailing,
And the air grows dim with sleet,
I think of the fearless watchers
Pacing along their beat.
I think of a wreck, fast breaking
In the surf of a rocky shore,
And the life-boat leaping onward
To the stroke of the bending oar.

I heer the shouts of the sailors,
The boem of the frozen sail,
And the ereak of the icy halyards
Straining against the gale.
“‘Courage!” the captain trumpets,
* They are sending help from land!”
God bless the men of the coast-guard,
And hold their lives in Hig hand !
—Emily Huntington Miller, in St. Nichotas for March.

AT the University of Zurich there matriculated this winter
459 students ; fifty-one were women, and thirty-eight of
these entered the medical classes.

CHINAMEN have fitted up a gymnasium in San Francisce.
Most of the apparatus is American, but there isa contrivance
of Chinese origin. A heavy upright post has 2 handle like
a pump. The lever is movable, so that an attached weight
czn be made hard or easy to lift by it. This is for develop-
ing the muscles of the forearm and wrist. The handle is
pot grasped, but the wrist is placed on i, with the arm
nearly vertical.
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&Y hildren’s &lorner.

THE CHILDREN'S GUIDE.

In our work, and in our piey,
Jasus, be Thou ever near,
Guarding, guiding all the day,
Keeping in Thy holy fear.

Thou didst toil, & lowly Child
In the far-off Holy I and,

Blessing labour undefiled,
Pure and honest of the hand.

Thou wilt bless our pley hour teo,

If we ask Thy suocour strong;
Watch o’er all we say or do,

Hold us back from guilt and wrong.

0! how happy thus to spend

Work and play time in His sight,
Till the rest which shall not end,

Till the day which knows not night.

YOUTHFUL PIETY.

It is of the highest impoctance {I-at children
should be trained to habits of religion, for the
habits of youth cling to the man even down
to the sere and yellow leaf of autumn. The
boy is the father of tneman. Education may
do much; grace may do much. But the
marked characteristics of boyhood come out
in manhood. A fair boy, a manly boy, or a
mean, tricky boy, usually carry those traits
through life. A prayerful, veligious, indus-
trious girl, or a frivolous, hot-tempered, vain
girl, will be much the same in advanced life.

The great majority of the faithful, devoted
Christian workers in our churches to-day are
those who gave themselves to Christ in youth.

The generous, whole-souled men of this
generation were the open-handed boys of the
last. The mean, stingy men we see about us
were niggardly when they were young.

A business man was noted for his parsimony.
He was mean in small things and in large, in
high things andin low. The half-cent always
turned to his side of the bargain. But it was
noted that his trait cost him more than it
brought. One day an acquaintance was in

conversation with another person. The name
of this man was mentioned.

“Do you know him ?”
“ Know him! I went to schoui with him.”
“ What kind of a boy was he ?”

«“He was one of the meanest fellows in
town. He used to sneak behind the school-
house to eat his nuts and raisins, so as not to
give the boys any.”

As was the boy, so was the man.

Men converted in early manhood have lived
for years a Christian life and then lapsed into
the sins of their youth.

In one of our churches was aman in whose
mouth guile was never found. He was pure
in his utterances and guarded in his remarks.
He seemed to have put a guard on his mouth
lest he should sin with his tongue.

He was taken down with a brain fever. In
the midst of his delirium he used the most
awful profanity that could be conceived. He
swore terribly and constantly. His oaths were
blasphemous. His family, his pastor, and his
brethern were astounded and ashamed. Was
the good brother a life-long hypocrite ? Were
his guarded utterances a pretence? Under
the guise of fervent piety, was he a blasphemer?
The disease passed away, and the sick man
was seen in his accustomed places. He was
the same quiet, pure-spoken and cantious man
that he before had been. At length some of
his friends spoke to him about his sickness;
they told him how troubled they had been on
account of his profanity. The poor man was
overwhelmed with shame and sorrow.

“ Alas, my brethern, alas! what has sin done
for me ? I was an ungodly boy; I passed my
youth in folly and dissipation; my besetting
sin was profanity ; I swore more than all my
associates. It is now nearly forty years since
I uttered an oath or a profane word. I sup-
posed that the habit was gone from me; but
behold, the stain of sin, the leprosy, is still in
my blood.”
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The kind of a boy often shows us tne man—
For boys are the stuff men are made of,

The boy who will do all the evil he can
Makes the man we may well be afraid of.

The boy who delights to learn all that is good,
And does it as far as Le learns it,

Will make such a man as gains honour of God
Angd blessings of man as he earns it.

Then what kind of man are you going to bes,
A blessing or curse to your fellows ?

The day is approaching when many will seo ;
But ¢an you net even now tell us?

EARLY RISING FLOWERS.

All the flowers are still fast asleep. The
buds on the trees and bushes have their win-
ter coats on yet: some of them have even
their little fur tippets. The mountains are
covered with snow ; and, early in the merning,
little frost-stars sparkle on the dry blades of
grass. But, in the garden, the snowdrop is
already peeping out of the brown earth. It
stretches up its green leaves, and between
them is a dear little lower, The snowdrop is
the early riser among the flowers, the very
first one that shows its tiny face above the
snow. It tells us that spring is coming, and
looks so neat and pretty in its green frock and
snow-white overskirt— just like a little maid
on & holiday.

But how does the snowdrop contrive to be
the early riser? I willlet you into the secret,
for I know that you would like to be an early
riser too.

In the autumn, when all the flowers went
to bed, Snowdrop put everything in order for
the morning. The white bulb deep under the
ground is her little bed-room. The fine, soft
coverings of the bulb are her bed-clothes, and
in them she sleepssnugly. There,in her little
room, Snowdrop has laid everything in order
that she wants to put on when she gets up
early in thespring. There, the stem has com-
menced already to grow. The two green leaves
lie cosily in a white case of siliken, soft skin.
On the end of the short stem is the little
flower with its three white outer leaves and
three yellow-green inner leaves, and its sis

golden stamens. All is enveloped in the fine
case as in a cloak. The parts of the flower
are still very small, particularly the stem ; but
they are all ready, waiting for spring. In
spring, they will only need to stretch them-
selves, to shoot up, to unfold themselves, and
the flower will be perfect.

In the summer-time, Snowdrop even pre-
pared her breakfast. In the thickskin of the
bulb, she gathered all kinds of food, to feed
the stem, leaves, and flowers in the early
spring-time.

During the long winter, little Snowdrop
sleeps as soundly as her companions. But,
when the snow begins to thaw, she wakes up,
finds everything in order for early rising, eats
a little breakfast quickly, and then comes out
of the earth bright and fresh, long before the
other flowers have opened their eyes.

From this you may learn, little one, that
whoever will be an early riser must lay every-
thing in order the night before, so as to find
all ready early in the morning. Then, you
will be the first downstairs, unless you go to
sleep again after you have been called.

SUCCESS.

Every man must patiently bide his time.
He must wait. More particularly in lands
like my native land, where the pulse of life
beats with such feverish and impatient throbs,
is the lesson needful. Gur national character
wants the dignity of repose. Weseem to live
in the midst of battle—there is such a din,
such a hurrying to and fro. In the street
of a crowded city it is difficult to walk slowly.

You feel the gushing of the crowd,and rush
with it onward. In the press of your life, it
is difficult to be calm. In this stress of wind
and tide, all professions seem to drag their
anchors, and ave swept out into the main.
The voices of the present say, “ Come!” But
the voices of the past say, “Wait.” With
calm and solemn footsteps the rising tide bears
against the rushing torrent up stream, and
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pushes back the hurrying waters. With no
less calm and solemn footsteps, nor less cer-
tainly, does a great mind bear up against
public opinion, and push back its hurrying
stream, Therefore should every man wait—
should bide his time, Not in listless idleness,
not in useless pastime, nor in querulous dejec-
tion; but in constant, steady, cheerful en-
deavours, always willing and fulfilling, and
accomplishing his task, that, when the oc-
casion comes, he may be equal to the occasion.
And if it never ,comes, what matters it?
What matters it to the world whether I, or
you, or any other man, did such a deed, or
wrote such a book, so be it the deed and book
were well done ?  Itis the part of an indiscreet
and troublesome ambition to care too much
about fame—about what the world says of
us; to be always looking into the faces of
others for approval ; to be always anxious for
the effect of what we doand say ; to be always
shouting to hear the echo of our own voices.

LUTHER TO HIS BOY.

70 my Litile Son, Hansigen Luther, Grace
and Peace in Christ :

My Heart, Dear Little Son.—I1 hear that
you learn well and pray diligently. Continue
to do so, my son. When I come home I will
bring you a fine present from the fair. I
know of a lovely garden, full of joyful chil-

dren, who wear little golden coats, and pick |
up beautiful apples and pears, and cherries :

and plums, under the trees. They sing and
jump and make merry. They have beautiful
little horses with golden saddles and silver
bridles.
den who the children were.
me:

“ The children are those who love to learn,
and to pray, and to be good.”

Then said 1:

“Dear sir, I have a little son named Han-
sigen Luther. May he come into this garden
and have the same apples and pears to eat,

I asked the man that kept the gar- !
And he said to |

and wonderful little horses tc. ride upon, and
may he play about with these children ?”

Then said he:

“If he is willing to learn and to pray, and
to be good, he shall come icto this garden;
and Lippus and Justus too. If they all come
together they shail thave pipes, and little
drums and lutes, and music of stringed instru-
ments., And they shall dance, and shoot with
little cross-bows.”

Then he showed me a fine meadow in the
garden, all laid out for dancing. There hung
golden pipes and kettle-drums and fine silver
cross-bows; but it was too early to see the
dancing, for the children had not had their
dinner. I seid:

“ Ah, dear sir, I will instantly go and write
to my little son, Hansigen, so that he may
study, and pray, and be good, and thus come
into this garden. And he has a little cousin.
Lena, whom he must also bring with him.”

Then he said to me:

“So shall it be. Go home and write to him,”

Therefore, dear little son Hansigen, be dili-

gent and learn to pray; and tell Lippus and
Justus to do so too, that you may all meet
together in that beautiful garden. Give cousin
Lena a kiss from me.

Herewith I recommend you all to the care
of Almighty God.

A.D. 1530.

UNDER THE MICROSCOPE.

! No sin looks so sinful as the sin of a saint,
{ no blot so black as the blot on beauty. You
| never notice the blight on a nettle, you do
' that on a ros¢ ; you never notice a flaw ina
' flagstone, you do that on a stone of glory out
of which a statue is to spring; you never
‘notice a spider when she dangles from the
“rafters of a barn, you do when “she taketh
- hold with her hands in kings’ palaces.” So it
! comes to pass that a Christian in the world is
| a man under a microscope ; ferce is the light
| that beats upon him, and all his faults are
| magnified. Men of the world will be the first
to charge him with worldliness.



THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

THE KEY TO HEALTH

Unlocks allthe clogged avenues of tho
Bowels, Kidneys and Liver, carry-
ing off gradually without weakening the
system, sll the impurities and foul
humors of the secretions: at the same
time Correcting Acidity of the
Stomach, curing Biliousness, Dys-

pepsia, Headaches, Dizziness,
Heartburn, Constipation, Dryness
of the Bkin, Dropsy, Dimness of
Vision, Jaundice, 8alt Rheum,
Erysipelas, 8crofula, Fluttering of
the Heart, Nervousness, and Gen-
eral Debility; all these and many
other similar Complaints yield to the
htfgy influence  of URDOCKX
BLOOD BITTERS.

T. MILBURN & C0Q,, Proprictors, Torontr.

FRED. 8. ROBERTS,
THE CASH GROCER

Gonume English Marmalade, 16c. per 1b. tin.
Gonuine English Pickles, 15¢. per bottle,
Best Granulated Sugar, 111bs. for $1.

200 YONGE STREET, TOBGNTO.
Nearly opposite Wilton Avenueo.

without pain or danger to the patient.

Best Sats of Artificial Teeth, $8.

Toeth filled in the hi
warranted for ten years.

National Pills ave sugar coated, mild

but thorongh. anl are the best Stomach
and Liver Pidls in use
SON,

\
: I STONE &
*Tadortalers & Embalmors, ¢
239 YONGE 81. (Up. Piddington’s Great ¥
Book Ewporium. Call by telephone
day or night.

CHN B, HALL, M.D.
HOM@EOPATHIST,
Specialties—Diseases of Children and Nervous
System. Hours—S§ to10 a.m.; 4to v pm.;

Sunday, 7 to 10 a.m.; 5 to 30 pau.

-326 & 328 JARVIS STREET.-

" Zhe Hectic Flush pale hollow checks - fu

and precartows appetite tndicate Worms

3 L3 (M

wnd effectually remove them.

oDl
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| TVHE HOUSEHOLD LIBRARY

OF EXPOSITION.

VOLUMES NOW READY :—
. “Lifo of David, as Reflected in the

—

Psalms.” By Alox. McLaren, D.D $1 00
2. * Adam, Noah, und Abrabam Readings
m the Bouk of Genesis,” By Josop
Parkor,D.D ....ee covee oo . . 100
3. “l1saace, Jacob, and Joseph.” By Marcus
Dodds, D.D .o . 100
5. *“The Last Supper of Our Lord” By J.
Marshall Lang, ™™ ..., oo 100
5. *“The Speeches of the Holy Apostles.”
By Rev. Donald Franser, DD ... ... 100
. 6. “The Gnalilean_Gospel." By Rev. P’ro-
fossor Bruce, D.D.... .. ... ... .. ... 100

Mailed at abore prices, postpaid.

JOXIN YOUNG,
Upper Canada Tract &ociely,
102 YoNGE ST., TORONTO.

H'E}Eni; ©. HAMILTON,
' Barrister, Solicitor, Conveyaneer,
&c., &c.

OFFICE! NO. 86 KING ST. EAST, TORONTO.
Money to Loan.

BOOKS,
PAMPHLETS,

i

ghest styleof the art and |

CATALOGULES.

' And every desoription of

i
P. LENNOX, DENT]ST,%PRINTIN G

151 Yonge Street, T'orouto, is the only ;
deatist in the city who uses the new svstem of ‘
Vitalised 4ir for extracting teeth absolutely |

Promptly executed at fair prices.

| Eight Modern Steam Presses
‘ and a fall supply of
| NEBW T¥YPHI

Orders from a distance will have careful at-
tention; and estimates furnished on appiica

C. BLACKETT ROBINSON,

§ Jordan 8treet, Toronto

Al tion,

i
|
i
| McSHANE BELL FOUNDRY
; manfacture thoie celebrated Brrrs
and Cuimes ror CHurcHas, Tower
Y oaks, €ic, etn Prites ar i cate.

!gfues sent frec. Address
» H. McSnane & Co, Baliimore,

BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY.

Bells of Pure C~pper and T for Churches
| &choolt, Fire 2'arms, Farms, ete. FULLY
WARRANTED, Cawalogue sent

VANDUZER & TIFT, Cincinns

H
i
I

i

i

Fever colic, unnatural agpelite, fret-
Iness, weakness and convulisions, are
some of the effects of worms in children;

“yeeman's Uorm Powders wiil guickly destroy the wormswith Dy. Lotw s Wosm

Syrup.
]
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MY ILLUSTRATED AND
DESCRIPTIVE
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THE
CATHOLICITY

OF THEX

Presbytevian Church,

By Rev. Professoy Campbell, M.A., Presbyterian

College Montyeal.
e Itiswellr d throughout, contains pav
sages of greateloquence, and provesits authorto b?

a master in Ecclesiastical History, Itis in thefom
of a neat little Pamphlet of thirty-two ;agcs, being
the first of a series of *‘Tracts on Presbyterisn
Topics” which the Publisher intends giving to the
world ; and we must say that he has made a good
beginning.—CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

Price 10 cents, or$x per dozen. Mailed to any ad:
dress, postage prepaid on xeceipt ofprice.
C. BLACKETT ROBINSON
Qordas: Streat, Tovonte, Publiskey

NOTICE.

Tezg CANADIAN INDEPENDENT, published
monthly, will be sent free to any part of
Canada or the United States for One Dollay
per annum.

All communications, except concerning
advertisemerts, to be addressed to Tmm
Ep1iror, Box 2648, Toronto.

Pastors, Secretaries of Churches, or any’
| interested friend of the cause, are requested;
| to send for insertion items of Church News,
! To ensure insertion in the number of the;
coming month, such items, correspondencs,
otc., must be onhand not later than 20th
of the current month.

Loand Transfor & Real Bstate Agensy.

Farms bought or exchanged for North-West
| 1and, and Dakota and Minnosota, ete. Business
. chences sold to best adventage. Commissions,
| Commercial, Law, and Generel, solicited. It
' formation can be had by mail or personal appl
cation. 2 per cent.on all transactions.

O, . MACDONALD,

No. & Bond. 8t., Toronto, Onk

Use Prof. Low's Sulphur Soap for
Prickly Heat, Nettle  Rash, Scaley
Eruptrion, Itch, and all diseased com
dition of the Skin.

!




