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SCHEMES OF THE CHURCH.

1863 HOME MISSION.
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INOVA SCOTIA,

TTYHE, PRESBYTERIAN CBURCH of Nova Scotia, in connection with the Church of

Scotland, having resolved to engage in the FOREIGN MISSION FIELD, the Commnit-
tee are now prepared o receive applications. The Committee have in view one of the
SOUTH PACIFIC ISLANDS as their field of labor. ‘They are prepared to guarantee ta their
missionary fully the usuel salary given to missionaries laboring in that past of the Mission
field, together with tho necessary allowance for outfit, &c. Applications may be addressed to
the Convener. Every such application must be accompanied with well-attested certificates of

character and qualifications, in order to receive attention.
ALEXANDER MACLEAN, Convener,

11th May, 1863  je

MANSE, BELFAST, PRINCE EDWARD IsraND.

€ASH RECEIVED FOR RECORD SINCE LAST ISSURE.

Mr. Hart, Baddeck, C. B., 12s. 6d. ; D. McDonald, Etq., Springville, for 1863, 17s. 6d. ;
D. McDonnld, Esq., for E. B. E. River, in full for 1862, £1 5s.; Wm. Fraser, Shoemaker,
E. R., for 62, 3s. 1 1-2d.; Rev. Peter Keay, Nashwaak, N. B., for 62, £3; Alex. Fraser,
McL. Brook, 7s. 6d.; Wi, McLean, Belfast, 8s.
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#1p ] PORGET THEE, O JERUSALEM! LET NY RIGHT HAND FORGET IT8 CUNNING.”—DPs 137, ¢.5.

SERMON.

1 is privileged to unite his salutations to Phi-

By the Rev. Thomas J. Crawford, D. D., one | lemon with those of Paul himself. and other

of the Ministers of’ St. Andrew’s Larish,
Edinburgh.

**PDemas hath forsaken me, having loved this
present world.”—2 TiMoTHY iv. 10.

devoted Christians. Again, in the Epistle to
the Colossians, (iv. 14,) we find Demas send-
ing his greetings to the members of that
Church, as one whuse kind remembrance and
good wishes would, as the apostle knew, be

THE fact here related is a very sad one; valued by them.  And here, again, he is inen-
alas ! that we should be obliged to add, that | tioned in connexion with several distinguich-
it is no less common than melanchuly,—a , ed servants of the Lord, such as “ Luke, the
hopeful professor falling from his steadfast- | Leloved physician.” and FEpaphras, who is

P I 3 ] paj 0
ness,—a once zealous defender of the truth, | characterized as a person of ¢ great zeal” for
shrinking from its open maintenance in_ the . the Gospel, and Mark, and Aristarchus, and

hour of trial,—one who had ** ¢scaped from '
the poliutions of the world, again entangled
therein, and overcome.” Beautifully simple
and touching is the manner in which this
shemeful defection is referred to. There is !
not a word of resentmeant or complaint.
There is not the smallest disposition shewn
to drag forth all the aggravating circum-
stances in the conduct of the miserable back-
slider. It is more in sorrow than in anger
that the apostle writes. It wonld seem as if
he were sickened at the thought of so base
an instance of perfidy as he had met with.
He cannot bear to dwell upon the subject.
He mentions the simple fact, without com-
ment or reflection, * Demas hath forsaken me,
having loved this present world.”

I As to the previous history of this per
son, it is but little that we are abic to ascer-
tain; “ut even that little is of such a kind as

to stand in strange contrast with what we

here read about him. In the Epistle to Phi- |

lemon, (v. 24,) Demas is honourabiy ranked,

not only among the zealous *fellow-labour-

ers” of the apostle ; and in this character he
Vol. I1X. No. 7.

Justus, whom Paul kindly speaks of as hayv-
ing been “a comfort to him,” and warmly
commends as his “fellow-workers unto the
kingdom of God.”

Such was the person whose fall is_here re-
corded. Not only was he a professor of
Christianity, hut, us it would scem, a profes-

; for of some distinction. e was one of the

teachers orevangelists of the primitive Church.
He stood on the same footing in this respect
with men who, by their labours or their writ-
ings, huve greatly contributad to the further-
ance of the Gospel. And his salutations,
whether to private friends, or to associated
bodics of professed believers, were not con-
sidered unworthy of a place in the very ora-
cles of Divine truth. And yet, you sece, he

i proved, in the end, to be a cowardly forsaker

of the faith, and, for aught that we can tell,a
thorough and hopeless apostate. What an
alarming fact is tgis! How clear and full is
the evidence it gives us, that ¢ the heart of
man is deceitful above all things!” How
loud is the warning it addresses to us, « Let
him who thinketh he standeth, take heed lest
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he fall.” You sce from this noted instance of
unfaithfulness, how fur a man may go in the
profession of Christinnity, how much he may
do for the advancement of its intercsts, how
sichly he may scem to be partaking of its pri-
vileges, and how highly he may be honvured
by its most devoted friends, and yet have no
}mrt er lut a it at last. Nor is the case be-
orc us, in this reapeet, a singular one. Ba-
laamn, though a prophet perislied in his sins.
Judas, though an apostle, was yet a traitor,
aud a son of perdiuon. And our Lord has
expressly told us, that there are many such,
—*mary who shall say, Lord, Lord, have
we aot proplesied in thy name, and in thy
rame cast out devils? to whom He shall say,
bepurt from me, 1 knew you not.”

Let every many, therefore, who nameth the
nameof Crrist, be warned by these melncho-
1y proofs of tu tickleness and deccitfulness of
e human beart.  Look to them as o many
heacons to guard you aguinst * making ship-
wreck concerning the tuth.”  And learn from
them, at the szme time, how greatly it con-
CeTns YOu to s2rcir wnd try the evidences of
vour calliag.  lrust uet in mere professions,

YTIIE MONTILY RKCORD OF

THR CHURCH OF 8COTLAND

dom. To be, in these circumstances, a par-
taker in his faith, was to run the risk of shar-
ing also in his tribulations. This Demas
saw, and this he shrunk from. He was not
prepared to  endure hardness as a good sol-
dier of Jesus Christ.” That want or weak-
ness of faith which e had hitherto concealed
from others, and, probably, from himself alsg,
could not be any longer disguised. That
world which he had long loved secretly, with-
out perhaps being aware of the strength of
his attachment to it, he now openly clung to
and embraced. And the apostle who hed
formerly been well pleased to hail him asa
friend and fellow-labourer, was now con-
strained in sorrow to declare of himy, * Demas
hath forsaken me, having loved this present
world.”

Ah! brethren, there is nothing like a time
of trial for proving “what manner of spirit
we are of.” "It is then that the solidity of our
faith, and the honesty of our profession, are
fully tested. If God were once more pleased
to suffer the fires of persecution to be kindled,
it can hardly Le doubted, that the number of
those whonow throng the ranks of the visible

newever loud,~-n iaere external privileges, | Church, would be sadly diminished. When
bowcever distiaguishing,—in mere 1tellectu- | we look at the conduct of many even as it is,
al gifts, however exceiient,—in mere oceasion- | —wher  we think how little, for the most
sl impressions, however hively,—in mere out- ! part, is 1o be seen about them beyond a cold
ward servives t3 the cause of Christ, however | and lifeless profession to mark them out as
zealous,  You may have “a nume that you | Christians at all,—~when we mark how slow
live,” while youzie dead.  Youinay have “ a | they are to make any sacrifice, to incur any
form of gocliness, while denying the power ! expense or to put themselves to any trouble
thereof”  You may have all gifts, and may !or inconvenience for the sake of promoting
speak uven with an angel's tongue about ! the interests of pure religion,—when we see
those glorious truths *“which the angels de- how glad they are to plead the most flimsy
sire tu Juok into,” and yet be no better than i exeuse, or to urge the most contemptible so-
“a sounding bruss, or a tinkling sy:nbol.” | phistry in order to escape from the strict re-
You muy bie esteemed as a pattern of sancti- ! quirerents of their duty,—how readily they
ty in the jndgment of mnen, and even of good ! will compromise their principles when these
1cen, while yet “your heart is not right with | arc ever so little at variance with their world-
Ged.” You may bea fcllow-labourer with |1y interests! and how paltry a consideration
Paul, and yet ¢ castaway, { will often prevail with them to set the author-

1L Mark, then, I pray you, alittle more ! ily of iheir Divine Master at open defiance!
particularly whatthe apeatle has stated in the | —When we think of these things, we cannot
text regarding the conduet of his former | aveid the painful conviction, that there are
friend and coadjutor. Ife telis us that De- | many Nlemases umong them who only adhere

mas, actunted by a worldly spirit, had « for-
suken uin.” And thougzh we may nnt he
warranted by these werds to conclude that
Detaas had uierly and finally renounced the
faith of the Gospel, they evidently imply, that
he had tempuorarily swerved from it, and that,
too, in a manuer the mest epen and equivocal.
e refused no stand by the apostle in his
hour of trial, withheld from him hiz former
symputhy, withdrew fiom those Christian la-
hours in which he had once been noted as a
sharer with him, and shunned to be any long-
er seen in his society. So long as the pro-
fussion snd preaching of the Cross werc un-
attended by any serious hazard, Demas had
been perfectly willing to take partin them.
But now the time of persecution had arrived.
Paul was now a prisoner for Christ’s sake,
2ad livirg in daily expectation of his martys-

to the Christian profession because they can
now da it cheaply, and without hazard; but
who, if a time of trouble should arise, would
be ready at onece to adjure it altogether.
With sll justice may we apply to them the
pronhet’s question, ¢ If ye have run with the
footmen, and they have wearied you, then
how can you contend with the horses? and if
in the land of peace, wherein ye trusted, they
wearied you, then how will you do in the
swellings of Jordan ®”

There is no great risk, it must be owned,
of any man forsaking the cause of Christ at
the present day, if thoes alone are to be held
as doing 80, who throw off the very profession
of Christianity. It is not usual for backslid-
ers now to do so. They can well enough af-
ford tp do otherwise. It costs them litle or
nothing to mointain, an.id all their worldli-
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ness, an appearaace of religion. Nay, it
would rather cost tiem soine forfeiture of re-
putation, or of intercst, to renounceit.  Men
may, adkere to the fellowship of the Church,
—theymay even go sume censiderable lengths
in their profession, beyond what the world
can relish or concae with; and yet they will
run no hazard and expose themselves to no
hardship on that account. It was nut so in
the days of Demas. The Church was then
separatéd from the world by a broader line.
No man wus ordinarily acknowledged us a
Christian who did not show himself to be so
by a consistent conlduct. And there was,
moreover, nothiug to induce, Lut everything,
an the coutrary, to discouraze an insincero
profession. It would not have then served
the purpose of a backslider to retain the form
of rcligion, when the substauee of it had been
thrown aside ; because, in those days, the ve-
ry name of Christian, no matter how insin.
cerely it might be assunied, was & term of re-
proach, and a mark for persceution.

Let no man deceive himself in this matter.
There may be the most thorough apostacy in
epirit, while yet there is no semblance of it in
outward form* "Thke Lord muy sec that we
bave forsaken Him, when all the world ima-
gines that we are cleaving to Him.  Andif it

should be so with any of us,—if ITe who is

the searcher of hearts should find in us any
of the symptoms of declension from Him,—if
He should” discover that our love is waxing
cold, our zeal languid, our faith wavering, our
holy resolutions changeable and undecided,
—if He should see us again overcome by

those worldly allurements from which \ve[

scemed to have escaped, returning to thosce
sins which apparently we had renounced, and

becoming negligent of those duties which we ,
had been wont to practice,--if He should find

147

us in the text. It is a sin to which weare li

able, and from which nothing bat the grace
of God can keep us. Iavery real Christian
finows this.  And none ere so {ully persued

el of it s those who are lewst likely to exeme
plity it.  For the buliever is al vays strougest
when ke fuels his weakness; and never is ha
so aptto full us when he thizks himsclf stand-
ing mostsceure.  Yes. 'Wemay trust in the
grace of that Redeemer who lus promised
“never to leave or fursake us,”—to preserve
us from ever leaving or forsehing }}im; but
we dare aiot trust in the stal ility of our own
hearts.  If left to ourselves, we are fruil
enough, fur any act of iufidelity, huwever
much it may be opposcid to ou present feel

ings, and wishes, and resolutions. e that
would walk safely must walk humbly. Ne-
ver is the apostle’s caution unseasonable,
“Be not high-mpded, but fua.™ Never is
the Psalmist’s petition inappropriate, ¢ Hold
up my goings in thy paths, that my footsteps
slip not.”

III. With a view, then, to put you mors
fully on your gnard, let me furthcr beg your
attention, for alittle, to the cause Liere assiga-
ed for the faithlessness of Demas.

Respecting this matter we & ¢ not left in
any doubt. Demas forsook I'aul becauso
s fie doved this prescubwold.”  Proferring his
temporal interests to his Christian duties, ke
went back und walked no mere with the apes-
tle.

To love the world, anl things that are in
the world, is one of the chief sourees of den.
ger to our soul’s wellwre.—of wlich we are
taught in Scripture to boware. It is true,
there is no reason why a Christian should not
engage as industriously as other w:en in the
necessary butiness of this life, and gvail Lim-
self as thankfully of its varied blessiags. It

us growing more shy of the society and con- | is one thing, huwever, to use this world in
verse of truly religious persons, and more rea- | due subordinution and subserviency to relizi-

dy to miagle with those who are of an 0})po-
site spirit,—and if, following us to thoae

scenes of retirement in which no eye can see, portion.

on,— and it is quite another thing to serve it
as our nuaster, or to rost in it as our chosen
So soon 23 we give it the arcend-

us hut His eye, and no ear can hear us but | ancy in cur hearts,—so scon as we kecome

Hig ear, e should fiad us taking no pleasure
in communion with Him, and either present-
ing no prayers to Iim at all, or mocking Him
with such cold forms as betoken no living
8pirit of grace and supplication in our hearts.
--if ane or -ther of these symptoms of spirit-
ual declension should be noted by Him, it
will be in vain to plead in our behalf, that we
still profess to be numbered among His peo-
le.  He cares not for the confession of the
ip, if we do not give Him the confession of
the heart and life. He values not our as-
sumption cf the Christian nawe, if we do not
bear it out by maintaining the Christian char-
acter. Nay, rather, he decws it an aggrava-
tion of our guilt, that a name so worthy should
be retained by us, only to be reproached and
dishonoured on our account,
Wherefore, let us be warned by that sad
{natance of unsteadfastness which is set before

over anxious for its passessiyng, without res
ect to the will of that wise who bes!
nows whether, und to what extent, they are
expedient for us,—as soon as we set our
Kearts upon its gains, and seck our happivess
in its gaicties and plecsures, and bow with
implicit deference to its maxims,--it s plain,
that the world has gained that dominion oves
us which is altogether incompatible with rcli.
gious principle. The man who thus loves the
world cannot be a real Christian. Whatever
pleas he may advance in his behelf, they can<
not overbear the plain testimony of the Scrips
tures, that such as “ mind earthly things” are
+ enpmies of the cross of Christ,”’—that ¢ the
friendship of the world is enmity with God,"
—and that **if any man love the world, the
love.of the Father is not in him.”
Even with those who do not thus love the
warld, its influence is hostile in many things

Joine
[AR20344
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‘¢o their spiritual welfare. Countless are the
hindrances it places in their way—wily and
ensnaring the alluremients which it spreads
for them. By its fair looks and winning
smiles, and flattering proises, it entices them
to sin; while, on the other hand, its frowns,
and threats, and crosses, and hardships, deter
them from duty. Its pleasures ate tempting,
its riches are corrupting, its cares are’ engros-
sing, its horors are duzzling ; its maxims are
often calculated to mislead, its friendships to
*seduce, its fashions and evil examples to de-
prave us ;—¢o that the man who would pro-
gress steadily along the narrow way of life, is
under the nceessity of striving against the
world,—arming himeélf against thosg influ-
“ences wherewith it seeks to move him from
his steadfastness, and meeting tliem, in the
strength of Divine grace, with a resolute and
un 'ie'i'diug opposition.

Now, if such be the influence of the world
even over those who do not set their hearts
upon it, how much more powerful must its
influence be on such as have yielded up to it
their full atfection! In them, alus ! the wick-
ed world without is fatally seconded by the
wicked heart within, ‘The world no sooner
knocks, than the kindred spirit is ready to
wpen a wide and effectual door o its admis-
sion. Tempiations to vanity meeting with a
vain heart—temptations to covctousness
meeting with a covetous heart—temptations |
10 ambition meeting with an ambitious heart |
—temptations to folly and dissipation meet-
ing with a frivolous and foolish heart—find |
it not only a sure but an easy conquest. So |
was it the case of Demas. His worldiness of
spirit led him to forsake the Christian cause,
when he saw that he could not longer adhere
to it without endangering or prejudicing his
temporal interests.  So was it too in the case
of that ingenuous youth who came to the Sa-
viour inquiring the way to eternal life, and of
whom we read, that ¢ Jesus beholding him,
Toved him;” but who went away sorrowful,
because he had much riches, which he could
not consent to part with in order to have
treasure iu heaven.  And so has it been with
thousands upon thousands more, ¥or, oh'!
what shipwrecks of faith and of a good con- |
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ver. Equally paltry are the inducements which
prevail with many worldly-minded men
prejudice their sonl's welfare.  Some empty
distinction, some vanishing delight, some .
 fling gain, the gratification of some’low appe.
| tite, the smile or frown of some fellow-mortal,
1 (it may be of one whom they inwardly despi<.,:
the fear of being "thought singular or out 'o!
the faghion,—theae, and such like fitiful con-
siderglions induce multitudes to fall frow
 their integrity, Jemas had at least some in.
i teliigible, " although by no means adequan
i motive, when ke forsook the Christian cause
ifrom fear of being exposed to persecution.
{ But many who sin now after his example.
, have no such ostensible motive that they can
, plead. They compromise their adherence te
the Gospel, without any such inducement as
would lead them seriously to eneroach on
their present ease, or wealth, or comfort.
‘Things, whioh they would consider too dear-
ly purchased if they had but to go a few miles
out of their way, orto lose a few nights’ sleep
in order to get them, are sought with earger.
ness when nothing more than a departwie
from the faith is necessary for their attain.
ment.
i And vet, surely, if men would but reflect,
the folly of thus forsaking she ways of God,
Iand .at the same time forsaking their own
. mereies, could not fail to strike them with
amazement. Yor, oh! what can the worl!
do tor us, in comparvison with what religion
can do for us? Is not religion * the pearl of
great price!” s it not the * one thing needl-
ful?” Does it not outbid a}l the world™
bribes? Does it not outvie all the world’s
charms?  Aye. and does it not out-threaten
all the world's threatenings? Who that
seriously considers what is implied in the ev-
erlasting welfare of the soul, would ever jus-
tify the barter of so rich a treasure for aught
that this world is able to afford us?

What say you, then, dear brethren, to these
things? Demas, you have seen, forsook the
way and work of the Lord through the influ-
ence of worldly motives. « Will you also go
away ?”  Will you take part with this miser-
able man, who made so sad a shipwreck con-
cerning the faith, and, for aught that we can

seience has the would occasioned ! How ma- | tell, « drew back unto perdition?” Consider
ny o fair promis has it blighted ! how many | well before you do so. Whatever be that
a hopeful beginning has it checked ! how of- | worldly object for which you are at any time
ten, when the gcod seed was reedy to spring | tempted to forsake the Lord, you had surely
up, have *the cares of the world, and the de- neeri to examine it very thoroughly, and to
ceitfulnes of riches,” checked the rising plant, | see that you be not mistaken in your estimate
and rendered it unfruitful ! 1 of it, before you practically hold it forth and

Indeed, when the heart is fairly set upon | say, * Here jsthe thing for which I am prepared
the world, it is wonderful how easily men are | to compromise my interest in the Saviour,—
drawn away by it from the path of duty. A |to stake the loss of heaven, and to run the
mess of pottage was a sufficitnt bribe to Esau, i risk of hell!” Count well the costs, before
Ahab and Jezebel, with a kingdom in their | you thus allow yourselves, for the sake of any
possession, would commit murder for a vine- | earthly consideration, to be moved away from
yard. Haman would compass the death of | the hope of the Gospel; and praf' that your

an innocent man, because he disliked to see
him sitting at the king’s gate. And Judas
would betray his Lord for thirty picces of sil- |

answer may be that of the apostle,—* Lord,
to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of
eternal life,”
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There may be some of you who have too
much cause to think that the work of the
Lord has alreauy been forsaken by you. If
1t be 80, your case is indeed deplorable.  Your
guilt is aggravated ; your depravity is confim-
ed. It would have been * better for you not
to have known the way of righteousness, than
after you have known it, to turn from the ho-
Iy commandment.” Deplorable, however, as
your condition may thus be, we have no rea-

gon to say that it is beyond remedy. The
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our while ro do thy will, or court-thy favour;
we loved our sins 5o constantly, that we lived
altogether without thi¢ : in the world ?” De-
ceive not yourselves in snch a matter. An-
swer this question if you can, “ How shall we
escape if we neglect so greag salvation?” If
inconsistent professors of religion be charge-
able with thuch guilt, and exposed to much
danger, so alio are they who wilfully, habitu-
ally, and (if you like the word) consistently
despise religion. For woe be to those who,

way of escape still lies open. The dvor of | living in & Christian lund—a land of Bibles,
merey is not yet shut. We know not how it j and preachers, and ordinances~refuse to hear
was with Demas in this respect. is after | Him who speaks from heaven, and ¢ will nog
history hag not been transmitted to us; and | come unto Him that they may have life!”

we are unable to assertain whether he ever
recovered frsm hisrelapse.  But there is ane-
ther person mentioned in the next verse, of
whom we do know that eventually he was rs-
stored, although he had sinned after the same
example. That person was Mark, who is
spoken of in the Acts of the Apostles as one
of the campanions of Paul and Barnabas in
their mission. He, like Demas, forsook these
devoted men in a time of danger, and  went
no more with them to the work.” 8o culpa-
ble, indeed, was his temporary apostacy. that
even after he had been rescued from it, Paul
was unwilling to place much confidence in
him, and separated from Barnabas, rather
than consent to associate once more with them
in thetr labours one who had so shamefully
deserted them in the hour of trial.  Atlength,
however, by a course of consistent adherence
to the faith, Mark seems to have completely
regained the apostle’s confidence. And, ac-
cordingly, we find him spoken of in the con-

Repent ye, therefore, and be converted, that
so iniguity may not be your ruin, Receive
uot the grace of God in vain ; but seek Him
while He may be found, and call upon Him
while He is near.

0

General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland.

Tue General Assembly of the Church of
. Scotland commenced its sittings on Thursday
| the 21st May at Edinburgh. In the morning
i the Lord High Commissioner (Lord Belha-
. ven) held a Levee in the Picture Gallery of
; Holyroud Putace, which was largely attended.
! Thereafter his Grace proceeded to St. Giles'
; Church, where a sermon having been preach-
; ed by the Rev. Dr. Bisset of Bourtie, the re-
{ tiring Moderator, from Rom. viii. 16, the
. Lord High Commissioner procceded to the

text as one whom Paul wished to have sent | Assembly Hall for the purpose of opening
tg l’nmz “ beca’:xse}?e was profitable to him for ; the 1‘\51;(:mbly.I Hde I\\‘as accumpéu}\ied to th((;
the ministry. Now, even as it was with , throne by the Lord Provosts of Glasgow an
ilark, fi? mﬁy it be with others who resemble ! Edinburgh.

im. The Lord is verv Merciful to all who | - COF A NEW :
choose to seek an interest in His merey. He | ELECTION OF A NEW MODERATOR.
still says, even to those who have most base-| The Assembly having been constituted by
ly and eriminally forsaken Him,  Return, ye ¢ prayer.
bncksigd}ng children, and I will heal your®@ Dr. Bisset, the retiring Moderatgr.. satd—
backsliding, and Jove you freely.” Fathers an(! brethren, b.efore quitting the

B;xt what if there should be some who can- | chair, to X‘hlch, ]b)’ the kmdllllt’sg 0{ the last
not be suid to have ever come to the Saviour | General Assembly. 1 was called. there is a
‘at all, or tod};lave been in any sense Ilis fol- | duty which by use and wont still deva(ivcs
owers or adherents® Such persons are cer-  upon me. I will not, however, proceed to
tainly free from the charge of being unstead- | that without first acknonledging, as 1 best
fast in the faith, inasmuch as they have hith- | can, the high henour conferred upon me, t}}e
erto shewn themselves to be only too stead- | uniform forbearance which I experienced in
fast and consistent in their unbelief. They , discharging the duty of my office according
:my even be ieady to hoast that they are no | to that ability with which God has favoured

ypacrits,—that no man is able to charge ; me, and, at the same time, the many_great
them with ineonsistency,—that they never | courtesies which, because of my office, I have
have practised, or promised more than they | experienced during the past year from all
havle wl?ed lgto eﬂ’ect:.h But can they seri- | ranks and ?gcré of mylb{)eth{en. 'I‘oh th:mlf?
ously take credit on such a score? Can they , my reverend fathers and brethren is heyon
suppose that the cordialily and consistency of | my power, I must therefore revert to the lan-
their ungodliness will excuse them for the guilt | guage of our great epic poet when he says,
of'it2 Will they dare to approach the awful |  The grateful heart by owing owes not but
:fg :; J;dg;l::n:,ka&d to plead the.re(,l “(;Lord, gayts hit alll.”t And now, rgvereud father; t::?g
0 ee, because, indeed, we | brethren, let me propose for your accep \
never sought thee; we never thought it worth | as my successor in office, 2 gentleman whe,
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though I cannot claim the privilege of a par- | Highness the Prince of Wales. It will t,
ticular ucquaintance, possesses, I um assured, | their fervont prayer that her Majesty may
in a high degree, all the qualities which will | Inng rnjoy, at once as a mother and 2 Quecr,
enable him to dischargze with ability, impar- l the happiness to be anticipated from this an,.
tiality, und courtesy, the high duties belong- | picious union, and that the’r Royal Highney
3 tu the presidency of this National Assem- | es, following her bright example, may be
bly. Dr. Craik certainly requires—(applause) | faithful in the dischurge of duty us her Ma.
—no recommendation from me, for his name | jesty has ever been, while soothing her sor
has been long known in the Church in con- | rows and augmenting her enjoyments by tha
nection with more than one of our great Chris- § affectionate companionship that only a sor
tian enterprises. He has, besides, vindieated | or o dnughter can give. May it please you
for himsell'in the commercial capital of the | Grace—The General Assembly receive mox
West the reputation of being a faithful and j gratefully the munificent gift Trom her Ma
successful parish minister, and a valuable | jesty of £2000 for the pur}pose of Ymmoting
member of that socicty with which he has | religious iustruction in the Highlands and
been long connected.  With the greatest pos- ! Islands of Scotland.  ‘They gratefully receive
eible deference to this vencrable House, and ' your Grace's assurance of a desire to promote
with extreme cordiality, do I suggest to you | the comfort and convenience of the memben
the name of Dr. James Craik, and move that | of the Genoral Assembly, convinced that you
he be appointed Moderator of this General | Grace will continue to show the seme consi.
Auemb{y of the Church of Scotland. (Ap- | derate attention and unvarying courtesy which
plause.) the members of former Assemblies have ex
The election of Dr, Craik was unanimously | perienced, and the impression of which, per.
agreed to, and he took the chair accordingly. ! mit me to assure your Grace, must alwaya be
The coramission of the Lord High Com- | vividly retained.
missioner, and her Mujesty's letter, having | A committee was then appointod to answer
been read, her Majeaty's letter, as also a committee ou
The Lord High Commissioner said he had | overtures, and another on bills, &,

again the honour of being wppointed repre- | .  cON
iv AT, T venon ATDRESSES OF CONGRATULATION ON THZ
fentative of her Majesty to this venerable ! HOYAL MARRIAGE, °

Assembly ; and, alluding to the marriage of
his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, re-|  The replies from her Majesty the Queen

warked that it was an event in which they ! and their Royal Highnesses the Prince and
all must have taken a deep interest—an event 1 Princess of Wales, to the addresses presented
which had given the highest satisfaction to | by the deputation in name of the Commission
the Queen, and had called forth feelings of 1 of the Assembly, having been read and laid
oy and gratification from all her subjects. ; on the table.

hey could not but implore the Divine bless- i Dt. Bisset moved that a committee be ap.
ing upon that union--2 union which promis- ) pointed to prepare similar addresses of con-
ed so much for the happiness of our beloved i gratulation from this Court to her Majesty,
Sovereign, and for the benefit of the whole | and also to the Prince and Princess of Wales,

kingdom. Mindful, as her Majésty had al- |
ways been, of the best and dearest interests
of our Church, and of this portion of her
kingdom, she had econsmanded him to give to
them her usual gift of £2000 for the promo-
tinn of religious instruction in the Highlands
and Islands. 1lis Grace concluded by saying
that he would do everything that was in his
power which would conduce to the comfort
and convenience of the Assembly,

The Moderator then, in addressing the
T.ord High Commissioner, said—May it please
your Grace, the ministers and elders of the
Church of Scotland, met in this General As-
sembly, desire to express the high scnse they
eatertain of the distinctiop conferred on them
by the Queen through the presence of her
Majesty’s representative, They rejoice in the
recognitfon of the Nutional Church thus di-
rectly afforded. In that epirit of loyalty
which takes a deep interest in every event by
which the Sovereign is affected, the General
Assembly would give most respectful expres-
aion to the high gratification which, in com-
mon with all the other subjects of the Queen,
they have felt at thg marriage of his Royal

‘The motion was adopted, and a committee
appointed accordingly.

After the transaction of some routiae busi.
ness, the Assembly adjourned to meet to-doy
(Friday), at 13 o'clock.

EVENING SEOERUNT,
Monpar, May 25.

The Assembly met this cvening at eighy
o'clock,

THE DUNBOG CASE.

Mr. J, Camphell Smith addressed the As-
sembly on behalf of Mr. Edgar, the presentee
to the Church and parish of Dunbog. Aftera
few introductory remarks, he said,—What the
people asked for was the right of populas
election. The objectors talked of intrusion,
and of this being & case of intrusion, but they
submitted that it was only a simple case of
the exercise of patronage. They seemed to
hold a simple exercise of patxonﬁe to be
synonomous with intrusion. It would'be go-
ing back a very considerable way in the his-
tory of the Church to find any proposition in
law to warrant any such contention ss that
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which they now maintained, for it must be|not have behaved so foolishly, and beea eo
known to all the members of the Court that | bitterly disppointed.  Like other love-sick
the right of popular clection was aright which | mortals, they &ﬁ'n\‘r\ ed sutne pity, but it sheuld
was never exercised by the people of this | only be pity in raoderation —(laughter) —fur
country. There was no authority for it in | if they got tov mucls sympnthy there would
law whatever—no shaldow of autho:ity, buiy b no end of suvh exhibiti s of folly und ex.
the First Book of Discipline, whichWas never | travagauee.  They were such exlilitions thas
recognised and acted u;l)on by the Church, | required to Le ou, pressed, fur both love and
But what did the people of Dunbog ask?, popular election had a tendency to run into
They asked that they should be at liberty to | lunacy. (Lond laughter) The objection
reject the presentee without having given him | abeut undue influci e in siguing the call he
atrial. He thought that was much stronger | hell to be as strong u;zuinst the alzning of the
round than had ever been taken up by any { objections.  Then ws to the call iwseld, ho
“hurch that he had ever heard of. “The idea | nudntained that by the law of th.e Chureh no
of rejecting a minister that had never been | call was ncees=ary; und in this case there was
fistened to was preposterous ; it was, to say ' doubtlvss suffizient call. In the Auchterar-
the least, an extremely original idea, for“’bic?x der cise the call waz signed by the 2000th
the people of Dunbog deserved an immense | part of the parish, while the cull'in this case,
deal of credit. (Laughter.) It wasrequired | os far os the signature was concerned, was 400
that the objections to a presentee should be | times better.  He thought that if the people
personal, either in general or with respect to | of Dunbog were so disloyal sons of the Church
the particulur parish. Now, the objections jas to lcave it on account of some tlight of the
by the people of Dunhog were about the most | patron the sooner they leftitthe better; buthe
excellent specimens he thought he had ever | did not believe they would do anything of the
scen of objections founded upon “mere dis- | kind. Thelearned gentleman concluded as fol-
sent or dislike.”  The objectors had asserted | lows :—"Theinduction into Dunbog of aworthy
the right of popular election without any show | and highly-tulented minister, against whom the
or shadow of' reason. They had played a kind | pcople can and do say nothing personally,
of comedy of disappointed lovers. (Laugh- | and to the purpose, except that he is himself,
ter.) It would appear that the peasantry of | and not another man, may produce some evil,
Dunbog were familiar with only two impor- | as many right an ! just acts have done when
tant acts of selection in the affairs of life, | opposed or resented by the prejudices and un-
The one was the selection of a minister, and | scrupulous intrigues of sections of mankind.
the other was the selection of a spouse.| But tie finding of these pretended objections
(Laugter.) They thought that these two ra- | to be relevant, and the palpable disregard of
ther different kinds of choice were to be re- | law and logic, and of common sense, und,
gulated by the same principle, and that they . might almost say, of common honesty, which
were very much the same sort of thing. So | such a finding would involve, could not fail
they fell violently in love with the Rev. Jolm | to lead to crnsequences most prejudicial to
Webster: and in their judicial pleadings, |the Church of Scotland. No doubt the
which were usually very tame productions, | Church of Scotland does not meet the tem-
they talk of * affection” for him, and “feel- | perament and fancies of’ many uncommonly
ings of love and esteem” in the cestatic style | good people. It is not sufficiently explosive
of a green, love-sick lad of seventeen. (Loud } and hysterical for them, and never can be.
laughter.) And this they did abouta gentle- | They must go elsewhere, to those co-opera-
man who preached only three sermons in the | tive theological associations—(laughter and
parish ; wﬁo was never heard above once by aplalausc)——which exist for the benefit of im-
many of his admirers, and who was never | pulsive people; and what rational friend of
heard at all by some of them—quite after the | the Church could hope or desire to keep them #
tsual amatory fashion, where imagination | Tdoes any ore who will be at the pains to
supplied the defects of ignorance, andimprov- | think, and is cepable of putting two ideas to-
ed vastly upon reality. ~(Renewed laugiiter.) | gether, suppose that a sedate, ancient institu-
They did tYﬁs although he preached all his | tion like the Established Church can compets
sermons to them before they had applied to | with these modern co-operative associations
the Crown at all, and although they had no . in the manufacture of grand explosions—
reasonable assurance that they would obtain | (laughter)—and the firing off of astonishing
him as their minister, These simple shep- : sensation rockets and blue lights? (Laugh-
herds and shepherdesses of Dunbog, were a  ter and applause.) The laws which regulate
little rash, owing perhaps to their experience ' the division of labour apply to Churches as
being confined almost entirely to Arcadian | well as to everything else, and the conse-
love. (Laughter.) Hdd their experience | quence is that an Established Church cannot
been extended to less Arcadian reasons, they | compete with Dissenting Churches in the
might have reflected that there was some pa- | preaching and practice of those notions and
ternal authority to consult, or a substitute in | nostrums to which the Dissenting Churches
the shape of a mother, or an aunt, or a grand- | devote their chief energies, which they pro-
mother, or a Secretary of State. (Loud|fess to understand, in which they have un-
laughter.) Had they so reflected, they would ! wavering fuith, and to which ‘they owe their
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ephemeral existence. (Applause.) The Church 1 of those melancholy results hich had e
vf Scotland exints for the working out of ; anticipated by some of the speakers at the bay
broader, if less volatile and high-flying, ideas * would happen.  On many similar occusions
—to teach religion and charity, to persuade results of a disastrous character had been pro.
to the practice of morality, und preach the :dicted, but those results had very seldom beer,

wospel without price to all, holding its minis-
ters independent of the high and of the low,
sheltered from pressing cares about the ne-
vessarics of life, and assured that the means
of cbtaining them does not straiten the straits
of the poor, or ¥lacc the preacher in the peril-
ous position of heing the paid servant and
absolute nominee of those to whom he is

hound to declare the truth, be it sweet or bit-

ter, regardless alike of their pleasure and their
prejudice.  (Loud applause.)
Parties having been removed,

Dr. Bisset said that, notwithstanding althe |

had heard about meetings, and consent, and
so forth, the case came before the Crurt ina
comparatively simple form, ‘They had the

presentation from the undoubted patron 3 that .

bresentation was sustained by the Presbytery,
who took ths usua! steps in appointing the
presentee to preach in the vacant parish. He
il so, and it appeared that he had compara-
tively few hearers. He (Dr. Bisset) did not
wish to say anything ot a disparaging charac-

found to accrue. (Some expressions of ..
csent)  He would refer for one moment to tie
“ease of his late much respected friend Mr,
' Edwards, minister of Marnoch,  1n that case

the peaple hound themselves by a vow neved

to enter the Church if Mr. Edwards was iv.
, ducted.  Now, his friend, lehoured there 4
goud iuany years, amd though the peopie cer-
tunly. in consequence of their vow, did uot
. 20 to hear him on the Lord's Day, he was re-

gurded as the friend and counsellur ot the
- whole parish, and conciliated the respect and
admiration of all. At length he opened a
. place of worship in another part of the par.
ish, and there ke could not get a place large
envugh to contain the people who came, He
trusted that the people of Dunbog had made
_no such rash vow, and that if their loyalty
: their Church coutinued to be such as it had

hitherto beer, they would soon gather round
 the ministry of Mr. Edgar, and the presem
little uproar would be forgotten.  (Applause.)
' Without any hesitation, therefore, he would

ter of the parishioners of Dunbog; and he  move that the Assembly dismiss the appeals,
thought the Assembly ought to deal with them affirm tue judgment of the Synod of Fy}; and
very considerately, as they might have been the Presbytery of Cupar, and instruct the
mistaken and misled as to the power of any | Presbytery to proceed with the settlement of
Church Court to hear such objections as they ; Mr. Edgar with convenient speed, according
thought fit to bring forward ; he thought he | to the rules of the Church. {Loud applause)
might tell them calmly that these objections, Principal Barelay sccortded the motion,
were not such o8 coul'l be maintained under | which, after some further discussion, was
the Benefice Act, with which alone they had ' unanimously adopted.
todo, Therefore, in his opinion, the judge- !
ment of the Presbytery of Cupar was really !
what he believed almost every Presbytery of | TN T
the Church must have given under the same | INNOVATIONS IN w(msm!':
circumstances. If these persons were so far i The Assembly took up the follo“:mg over-
misled as to suppose that though they did not | ture by the Sz}“"l of Aberdeen against inno-
go to hear the presentee, they had still a locus ; vations :—* Whereas it is alleged that unau-
standi as objectors, it was much to be regret- | t%grl?‘ed clll)angegs t’" (tlhe f;”'f“ of public ;"‘;r’
ted, because—and he spoke entirely without , ship have been introduced into some of the
reference to the character of this presentee— | congregzgllons hOf sthls dChgr‘:llly::lt is humb}l{v
it might be that they would have been able to | overtured by the Synod of Aberdeen, to the
bring up such a case as this Court could have | venerable the General Assembly, 1863, to take
tg. pd (Hear) It t be so f: ti ! this subject into consideration, s0 as to sc
sustained. ear. must be so far satis-, this S n, S0 as to sc-
factory to the Court to hear that tnis presen-| g\“e; (}9 f‘;"]' as P"fff‘b‘eg ‘:‘}"f‘}{m‘ﬁ},’ m h‘}}e
tee had a good report from those wha were , form of public worship witiin thrs Church.
with:ut the ;;arisfh, s}:) that they might augur{ Professor Pirie, Aberdeen, addressed thé
the best results for his reception there. As, Assembly in support of the overture. e
to the crown he did not think that a shadow | said he regretted that thére seémed to be &
of mala fides rested upon it in connection | growing desire for the introduction of small
with the present case. Sir George Grey had, | changes—for he must say they were mmall
no doubt, before presenting Mvr. Edgar, as-| changes—into the public worship of the
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eertained his fitness, and, believing the pavish
to be divided, felt hé made a gom‘l’ selection.
Consequences had been predicted of the judg-
ment of the Assembly if adverse to the appel-
lants. These they mustleave to a higher
power, and have regard only to present duty ;
but they j:ad the best reason to suppose that
if the Court did its dut?' between the different
parties uprightly, firmly, and tenderly, none

| Church. He regretted it for this reason—
t that from all he ﬁad read, or heard, or seen,
1‘ he had never found, in any case that a Church
; had begun to show a tendency for forms, rites

and ceremonies of a very minute kind—he
! had hever seen a Church showing a desire to
, retrdgres:s, if he might so speak, from a pure
| and simple worship to 2 more showy and more
; camplicated worship, and depending on ges-
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tures and ceremonics, however minute the
dependence might be—he had never heard or
read of such a case, in which the Church was
not deviating into « certain greater or less
amount of religious indifference. ‘Therefure
he desired to preserve unchanged the pure,
spiritual, and simple worship of their fathers,

In days of yore it had alwuys been held that

the very simplicity of their worship was one
of its great ornaments—that in point of fact
it constituted almost a proof of the purity of
their doctrine, At the same time, he need
hardly say to the Assembly that so far as
many or most ox those changes were concern-
ed, he held them as a matter cf the most tri-
vial importance—that if the form of their
worship has been in conformity with the
views of those parties, who desired some mo-
difications, he probably would have been there
to support them as they stood, because he
held these forms in themselves to be of no
importance, If they had stood at singin,

and sat at prayer, he for one would have sai

it was a matter of no importance whether
they stood or sat; if instrumental music had
been introduced into their Church, or had
existed long in their Church, he would very
likely have said, “ Why should we make a
change?” If they had had such a liturgy as
that of the Church of England, he would have
naid, ¢ Why, let us keep that liturgy.” He
believed that in themselves they were of no
importance—the real evil was in members
giving them an importance to a certain ex-
tent by rending the Church asunder in
order to introduce them. (Hear, hear.)
Yet let them be as trifling as they might—let
them be of as little importance in themselves
as they could imagine —yet it was the begin-
ning of the introduction of the wedge. Let
it once enter, and it was quite impossible to
say how far it might extend, more especially
if it were true, as he had now said, that the
thing itself had a tendency to generate spiri-
tual indifference. That spiritual indifference
might be continually growing, and ceremonies
‘steé) by step, by sluw degrees, be increasin

and extending, until at last it might be—Go

forbid it should happen !—that a change will
take place in the character of the whole
Church, and these little forms, and these lit-
tle changes, be gradually insinuated not mere-
Ip into the forms of worship, butinto the doc-
trines of the Church. It might be so, as it
happened in many cases elsewhere—nay, if he
was not mistaken, there had been indications
given even in this Church that some slight
change on the character of their doctrine was
not e .ogether undesirable—(hear)—and if
they continued tc encourage these forms and
ceremonies, the result they might arrive at
was perfectly incaleulable. The motion he
wishéd to submit to the House was to theef-
fect «“That the General Assembly, having had
under their consideration an overture from the
Synod of Aberdeen on the subject of innova-
tions in Church worship, and being of epinion
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] that it is of essential importance to the inter-
, esty of religion that there shuuld be uniform-
ity in the Church worship in each branch of
"the Church of Christ, and especially in an Es-
“tablished Church. He said * general uni-
formity,” because he had no wish to liwit the
liberty of ministers and particular congregati-
ons, If anybody chose to stand at singing,
he did not know that anybody had any objec-
tions; und if anybody chose to sit at prayer,
. he did nut know that anybudy had any objec-

tion, Cungregations must please themselves,
; but what he objected to was ministers, direct-
'y or indirectly, using their influence for the
encouragement of such things, (Crles of
“Oh, ¢h!") This was the thing to be ob-
jected to, Lecause if ministers showed that
they themselves attached an amount of im-
portance to these furms, they at once consti-
tuted a germ of superstition. They might
depend upon it, however little value some of
them might attach to these forms, that if they
adopted the forms of other Churches, to which
their people were not accustomed—forms al-
together inconsistent with the views of the
‘ subject entertained by their fathers and trans-

mitted to them from generation to generation
—they would find that the people would adopt
the view he had just indicated, and either go
over at once to the Church which in reality
and not in a mock form carried out these ce-
remonies, or else go to those denominations
of the Christian Church where they fuund a
worship conformable to the worship of their
fathers. Were they to have such a state of
things introduced that in one Church there
was to be one set of forms, and across the
street a different set of forms—that in going
through the Churches of Edinburgh and Glas-
gow tﬁey could never know the form in which
they were to worship? (Hear, hear.) Was
the thing to be to be carried to that axtent,
or, ifnot, to what wasitto be limited? Was
every mar. to choose for himself? Was it
not specifically mentioned in the declaration
and vow that every minister took, that he
should worship in conformity with the form
of worship presently adopted in the Church
of Scotland? He did not choose to refine
upon this subject. He believed that there
were refinements put forward, and explara-
tions given of this part of their vows, but he
for one did not like that the vows they took
should require explanation. (Hear) He
trusted that this might be carefully avoided,
because, whatever they might say of these
forms, these attempts at refinement on their
solemn vows must lead to suspicions of a
much more injurious character. So far, then,
he trusted he had made out his point. His
motion proceeded in these terms—¢ That it
is pernicious in consequences, and inconsis-
tent with the principles of the Church of
Scotland, that ministers should take upon
themselves, without authority from their ec-
clesiastical superiors, to introduce chang;
into the forms of public worship, eensniz!

(3 ]
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with respect to particulars as to which there § other grounds stated by Dr. Pirie, he was
are serious differences of opinion.” ‘This waa | strongly of epinion that it was highly inexpe.
pralably a stil! mare important point than I dient and injudicious in any minister of tha
the lust.  They were not lndependents, bat Church to disturb in the way he bad referred
Preshyterians, and they were preparcd 10 ad- ; to the old habits and associatious ef the peo.
heve, Lie believed, gencrally’ speaning, to the ' ple.  He thought the matter was, iu many re.
Preshyterian form of werskip, They were | apects, one to be sent to a committee in terny
bound to keep guard over théir congregations; | of Dr. Pirie’s motion,
and if there was one principle of an ecclesi- | ' Dr. Bisset began by some vemarhs on the
astical kind mo:e cherished by the Church of | history of the overtuse, narrating the circum.
Seotland than another, it was that the Pres- | stances under whicih it was passed by the
byteries and superior Courts were to warch | Synod of Aberdeen. He said, the Rev. Dec.
otver their members, aud guide thew with re- | tor who introduced the discussion spohe of
spect to eeclesiastical things. ; those things as small changes and of trovia
Professor Crawtord, in seconding the ma- | importance, and the Res. Doctor and this
ton, said he was anxious to geard himself | venerable Assembly must recollect that ihere
againat being thought to attach any excessive | was such a thing as the Reformation some
importance to those practices which, under the | 300 years ago, and that the cardinal principle

reme of innorations, the overture appesred to
tiiwm to be dirested.  But was thecircumstance
of these praciices being in themselves consid-
ered matters of indifference any sufficient rea-

i on which it rested was the liberty of private

jrdgment.  These things might appear to
. these most respectable and excellent persons
, to be tiivial, but there were many who did

son why the ministers of the Church should ' not think with them. He did not think that
at their own discretion innovate upon their | anything counected with the wurship of God
old-established usnges by adopting them?, was a thing of small importance. If they had
He could not tkink so; he entirely concurred | a good way, and a better way, and if there
with the statements of Dr. Pirie, that in eve- ; were also a best way, they must not take even
1y regularly constituted Church, most of all; the good or the better, but the best; and
in an Estuablished Church, there should, even | though the thing might appear trivial, and of
in regard to suhordinate matters, be a gene- ) small importance to some rev. gentlemen, he
ral and substantial uniformity of observance, ' believed there was a rising and deepening
and it seemed to him at once unseemly and | feeling in the land that these things were of
inconvenient, to say the very least of it, that : importance; and he shouid next illustrate
the several congregations belonging to the | that statement by giving a special exampis
rame National Church, still more that the se- f how some of these changes have been intro-
veral members belonging te the same congre- | duced into a congregation. This statzment
gation should very widely and perceptibly dif- | he had from one whose name must ever be
Yer from one another, in the order, form, and | mentioned with honor in the General Assem-
metiind of thwir religious worship. Such a | bly of the Church of Scotland, by one who
state of things appeared to him to be incon- i had a world-wide reputation. He told him
aistent with the rule, * Let all things be done’, that on one cecasion he was expoundling to
decently and in order.” He was well aware ; his congregation the 95th Psalm—* O come
of the grounds of expediency on which these | et us sing unto the Lord, let us make a joy-
innovatiang had been advocated. They had | ful noise to the Rock of our salvation,” &c.
bean told that the adaption of them might ; He told them that it was the clear duty of

tend to prevent secession from the National
Church on the part of some who had = predi-
tection for the imposing ritual of the sister es-
tablishment. He very much feared that the
effect of adopting them would be the very re-
verse of that which was thus anticipated by
their advocates, He had heard the suguesti-
on wade that whenever the members of 2 con-
gregation were either quite wnanimous, or
well nigh unanimous, in desiring to adopt
those changes, in that case the minister and
kirk-session might be allowed to introduce
them ; while in all other cases they ought to
He strictly and sternly put down. Now,
whatever plausibility there might be in that
proposal, when examined it was liable tosev-
eral very grave and serious objections. For
example, the very attempt on the part of a
wmiuister to secure the consent of his congre-
tion to these changes might have 3 iendency
to introduce discord and dissension among
them. On these grounds, as well as on some

all to concecrate every faculty of scul and
body to the worship and service of God, aud
not only =0, but to use these faculties in suck
a way as best to attain the end in view. To
the appointment of 2 committee in some re-
speets he had no objection. It might he that
some cases required the imerference of tue
Assembly. Not to detain the House further,
but deeply feeling that there was an upward
surge rising out of the very depths of the
human soul in regard to these changes, and
that these ought to be encournged instead of
repressed, he begged to move, “That the
General Asssembly find thut no case of in-
novation has arisen calling for its interfer-
ence, and remit to Presbyteries to take order
that no changes in public worship are intro-
duced inconsistent with the laws of the
Church or subversive of the harmony of con-
gregations.”

THE PROCURATOR said he had listened
with the greatest attention to the disscussion

$
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which had now taken place, and he was of
opinion that the time had mow come when
the House should go the length of appointing a
committee to consider the whele of the subject
referred to in the overture before the House,
He thought there were various grounds for
the appointment of such a committee. In the
first place, although it was quite true that
th ey had not before that Assembly any com-
plaint of the introduction of any particular
annovation in any one individual case, it was
notorious that such innovations had been in-
troduced, and were now practised to a very
considerable extent, and he was afraid that
there was throughout the country a growing
acd somewhat uneasy feeling, that the desire
or the tendency on the part of particular con-
gregations to introduce these innovations at
their own hands, i8 in some degree inconsistent
with that decent order, and tended to lessen
the bond somewhat of that decent order which
ought to prevail in an Established Church.
if that were 80, he thought that was a ground
for appointing a committee, that the working
of that committee and th: investigations to
which it might be directed might have a ten-
dency to set at rest that uneasy feeling. But
e was not prepared to go further than mere-
ly to appoint a committee. He thought the
House itself ought to take care, in appointing
acommittee, not to commit itself to a declara-
tion of general principles which might be
doubtful, and which might seriously embar-
rass them afterwards.  ‘That was the point on

which he differed from Dr, Pirie. ‘The con- i

clusion he came to was, tBat the committee
ought to bs appointed, and thatits hands
ought to be left open to consider the whole
subjeet, without being fettered by any pledges
on the part of that House asto particular
principles; and he begged to submit the fol-
lowing rcsolution:— ¢ "That the General As-
sembly remit the overture to a committee with
instructions to consider the same in connec-
tion with the whole subject and the laws and

usages of the Church, and the present prac-,

tice of their congregations in regard to the
administration of public worship throughout
the Chureh, and to report to next General
Assembly the resalt of any inquiry the com-
mittee may institute regarding these matters,
and at the same time report whetherin the op-
inion of the committee any and what legisia-
tive measures on the part of the Church scem
necessary or expedient in the circumstancs;
and the General Assewbly earnestly recom-
mend to ministera and congregations to re-
feain in the meau time from all innovations,
and all such forms and ceremonies and doings
of whatever kind in reference to public wor-
ship as scem likely to impair the peace and
harmony of particular congregatians.”
. Sheriff BarcLAY nad much pleasure in se-
vonding the Procurator’s motion.
The Rev. Maxwert, NiICHOLSON rose
amid cries of “ vote, vote,” and said that the
General Assembly was this day seeking to

.
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cure evils that had risen up by the applica-
tion of judicious remedies. If there was want
of respeet for their Church in some quarter--
if some who were once adherents of their
Church were passing into other Chuches, they
would not be stayed by a miserable playing
at Episcopacy such 2z had been introduced
int> some congregations. (Cries of “ Oh on.”
hisses, and interruption.) Taere were mini»-
ters of the Church followed, as always wix
the casen such circumstances, by some of
the weaker brethren—(renewed hissiag and
uproar}—who sought in this way to stay the
tendency towards Episcopacy; but was tha:
tendency to be stayed by the introduction of
« a prayer-book such as that they had a sneci-

men of l2id on the table of the Assembly in
s the year 18592 (Hisses.) The ouly prayer-
bouk of which they had any kunowledge in
this Assembly was that one, which, it migh:
be remembered by his fathers and brethren
now present, was unanimously condem:aed by
the General Assembly. (Cries of “ Nu, no,”
and 1:newed disorder.)

Mr. BrewsTeR, Kilmany—It was not the
prayer-book, but its use, that was condemne..
(Hear, hear.)

Mr. NicnoLsoN said it was a prayer-book
yto be introduced into the worship of the
{ Church that it was condemned. Wasit iy
the introduction of such prayer-baoks that the
teadency to Episcopacy was to be stayed, or
were they to stay that tendency, as his ro.-
pecied father Dr. Bisset would recommend,
hy the introduction of stringed instrumenta®
De. Blsset had not told them what s'ring« !
instruimnent he would prefer.  (Laughter.) !
appeared to him that this day they were mu:-
inz themselves a spectacle to their enemies.
(Cries of * Oh, oh,” and hisses,)

Professor PIrie having bricfly repiied.
| ‘The Assembly then divided on the motio: <

of Mr, Coank and Dr. Bisset, when the formner
wae carried by a majority of 157 to 1.

De. Pieie having withdrawn his motior,
that of Mr. Cook was declared to be carriet..

The Assnbly then adjourned tiil evening.

<

]

Troaching and Preachers.

It seems to be a debateable subject, whe-
ther in point of prblic eloquence, the present
days are equa! to those which have gone by,
If we are to believe the public essayiste, the
writers of leading articles in the leading
journals, we now live in degenerate times.
‘The pulpitis losing its influence and power
over the educated classes, while the great ma« g
are ignoring, or have ignored to a great ci-
tent, the profession of rcligion altogether.
In order to fortife this position, they point
! witt something ithe 4 aic of triumpi:, to the
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ecclesinstical statistics ot our great cities,and
with something like & sneer ask where we are
to look now-a-days, for the Jeremy Taylors,
the Butlers, the Paleys, the Robertsons, the
Blairs or the Chalmers'? There may be
something perhaps, in the interrogative,
though it implies at once an exaggeration and
s fallacy. Tt might be difficult to point to any
living name combining so much of vivid:fan-
cy and solid learning as was possessed by Tay-
lor, and we could look in vain, snywhere, for
the burning eloquence of a Chalmers, but that
we should therefore conclude that the present
age is on that account an age of mere medio-
crity, would be to come to a very false con-
clusion, indeed. In the first place, we ought
to take into account the altered taste and the
altered circumstances of the age in which we
live. In some respects we have made vast
strides for the better, in others we have sadly
retrograded. ‘The supply must depend, and
to a certain extent shape itself to the nature
of ihe demand. A deep and scarching phil-
osophy is not very much in popular request at
present, That knowledge based upon exact
science, and the cultivation of classic lore, is
upon the whole, neitber so deep nor so thor-
ough as it was two or three generations z.go.
Sensational preaching has invaded the pulpit,
as well as the play-hoase to a greater extent,
thau is desirable, eiti:er for the cause of reli-
gion or of learning and sound taste. The
number of books written on religious subjects
is great, bevond all paraliel, and widely read
too, but the quantity of exact and severely
idiomatic English, is by no means in the same
ratio. Let us sit down to a popular publica- }
tion of the day, and suhject it to the test of
alrigid criticism, and not one out of ten would
come well out of the ordeal. There is agen-
eral looseness of style in writing, and a fro-
thy superficial, declamation, in preaching
among a large and growing class. which con-
trasts painfully with the flowing sentences of
Blair, or even the epigrammatic neatness of |
the well-turned sentences of Logan. But is!
it true that our popular ehurchmen of the vre-
sent day, 2s a class really superficial men?
We can hest answer the question, by intro-
ducing and taking =« look at the men them-!
selves. In the Church of Scotiand, the popu- I
lar men of the day are, perhape, Cummmg,

Caird, McDuff, McLeod, and it may be, Dr. |
Lee—at least these. are the most widely

'
!
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known by their writisgs, and their popularity

as preachers. To suppose that they are the

mos: learned men of the Church, would beto

suppose an absurdity—for they themselves
would be among the last to put forward any
such claim: What then ia their intellectual
status in the world of intellect ? Dr. Cums
ming is a skillful word-painter, the colouring
is rich and attractive ; if somewhat gaudy, the
idea is deched with a tracery, not always in
the serenest taste, but still captivating with
a certain richness, which only palls, by being
kept too Jong before the eye, or which, in oth-
er words, fatigues by repetition. It is the
same dress always, whatever be the subject,
and thesart critic soon discovers that the va-
riety is not endless, and the stock in trade is
rather beautiful than various. Dr. Cummings’
greatness consists in a garniture of words,
building up a style which has the merit of be-
ing his own, and which is rather pleasing than
correct. His views of prophecy, always fan-
ciful, often fantastic, have origirated a sort of
school, which has not done much for true ye-
ligion, being too frequently based on the va-
garies of a strong, but not thoroughly disei-
plined imagination. Yet Dr. Cumming,
theugh not a classic, is essentially and unde-
niably a powerin tfe world of pulpiteloquence.
When under his influence, we feel as if in a
garden rich in flowers, with closely shaven
borders of the brightest verdure. We walk
on, and are delighted with the beauty of the
walks, and the gently undulating nature of the
terraces.  We walk on, we enter other paths

we are still pleased, for everywhere we see
culture and grace, but not without monotony,
Will that pardeisos be remembered a hundred
vears hence? We would not like to hazard
an opinion. But we can say, with truth and
confidence, that it has afforded much pleasure,
and we doubt not, alarge meed of profit to
the present gencration.

Dr. Caird is a power of an entirely different
character. In him we see cne of the few,
who writes in his own person the popularity
of the great preacher, the depth of the agcu-
rate thinker, and the grace and correctness of
the careful writer. The matter is sound and
faultless—the dress a marvel of simple and
classic beauty. The draping is elaborated
with taste and skill—the material graceful ra.
ther than rugged, and the modelling perfect.

! Another great merit of this consummate ar-
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tist, is the {reshiness and vigour of his produc-
tions. His work is earnest, as well as care-
ful work. Though, it is evident, he is solici-
tous about the finish, it is equally evident that
it is only as a means to a glorious and sublime
end. His works will live! Wanting, yet
spproaching the idiomatic purity of Addison,
without the towering imagination and gigan-
tic intellect of Chalmers, he more than equals
the Iatter in the aptness and grace of his illus-
rations, and is not very much the inferior of
the former in the purity of his diction.
Caird’s forte is art entering and enjoying, but
scarcely owning, much less revelling in the
domain of genius.

‘The third name on our list is a tower of
strengsth, standing out broad and firm, over-
looking the straths and val’eys of his native
and much-loved Scotland. The architec~
tare is plain, yet somewhat imposing—the
material sound and solid. In Dr. McLeod,

we have a man of various, rather than pro-'

found acquirements—anintellect, strong with-
out being massive--a keen and almost intui-
tive love of mankind—the social virtues, as
understood in the best sense—highly develop-
ed with strong good sense, leavened, permea-
ted with an ever active benevolence~~some
originality of thought, a rdre quality—great
facility of expression—in short, a clever, ear-
nest man, full of practical wisdom put to the
best of uses. We wounld by no means call
Norman McLeod a man of genius, but what
is better for the great werk he is engaged, and
doing so well, a man of great ability, well di-
rected and expended, and whose work will live
when that of those who thought they had earn-
ed & more lasting fame, shall bave perished.
As’a writer he has as yet given the world no
work whick will have an abiding claim upon
posterity, though he has given, and is giving
usndt a little, well-calculated to improve and
tlevate the present and the coming generati-
on.  Iu the Church of Christendom, there is
not, we are convinced, a more useful or suc-
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The Missionary Spirit the Life of
thé Soul.

‘WE have said, on a former occasion, that
the Christian Chareh is. by its orizinal char-
ter, progressive and diffusive. It is estah-
lished in the world not to perfect uself, ita
government, and its ordinances alone, hut to
enlighten, to instruct, to re-form the rarth,—
The Christian soul is an example in little—ua
kind of personal epitome of all the Canreh’s
necessities and duties ; and in both the duties
and necessities of every Christian, as well as
of the entire Church, the spirit of missionary
effort holds a very high, perhaps the highest,
place. There is scarcely an image used in
Scripture to represent a faithful and religious
soul, which daes not infer a certain commu-
nicution to the world, and universal human
advantage derived from it. It is a eity set
on a hi:l—a light, a seed, nleaven. Itisno-
where imagined in Holy Writ that God's ser-
vant can he merelv content with his own
happy case and indifferent about others. The
light must shire, the seed must shoot and
. grow—displacing and penetrating, with maay
a delicate fibre, the dull clods that cover it;
the leaven must work its way through the
dead mass into which it puts life. A Chris-
tian man can no mare shut himself up in &«
lantern than the sun can. From the natural
and spontaneous readiness with which Ar-
| drew hastens to finu Simon, and Philip Na-
i thauiel, as soon as it has happened to the
; first to find the Messias, to that enthusiasm
jof love and anguish which promunied Paul
.50 far as almost to wish himself accursed
{ from Christ for his brethren’s sake, there are
ia hundred degrees, but no real difference.
i When a man has discovered the reality of the
Divine promises, and is aware in his heart of
the One who stands by him in all the phases
of his troubled Tife, it is not in nature, much
less in  Christian charity, that he should re-
frain from making known that glorious Friend
to 21l the human friends he loves. In so far
as the restraints of ardinary suciety, and that
reserve which we all use perhaps too much in
matters of the soul aud ieart, limit his utter-
ance, he impoverishes his own life.  Not that
speech i3 always a needful part of the mis-
sionary effort, to which, by the very law of
his being, every Christian man is bouni.
There is an intense silent shining of Christian
truth and purity, which is the most potent
j agency of the Guspel=-there is an cloquence

cessful minister—one who comes nearer 10 ; of humble living, which is beyond all orutory ;
the type of a mode! pastor of the highest class | but he from whom no light proceeds, no in-
—than the accomplished and excellent editor , fluence stirs, by whom no nan is the wiser,
of Good Words. i none the better disposed towards Christ and

We must leave our subject at its threshold, i his Gospel, can be in himself but a meagre
but will come back again, and notice some | and starveling Christicn. ¥ Freely ve have
other names, which adorn the Church of | received, freely give,” says the liberal Lord,
Christ, by their life, their labouf, or their ge- , in whom wus wever any reserve or stint of
niu | grace; and even Solomon had sufficient gui-

! , dance in the twilight of his wisdom, before
; the Gospel datrn, as to know that *there is

s,
‘hanks be to God, theit number is consi-
‘derable, and is increasing. BErA.
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that scattereth, yet increaseth.” To give out
and impart is to live and grow ; to withhold
more than is meet, by & wondertul necessity,
ever tendeth to poverty,

Such is the simple law of being; the dufy
is perhaps even more distinct and expressible
in words—to do good and 1o communteste,.~
It is by mutual communication that any mu-
sic and melody is preserved in life, and that
the world’s grand wheels are kept from clog-
ging. The Bible is principally occupied with
telling us, not what depths of experience were
possessed then and there by some individual
soul, but how the Lump of Truth was handed
dowa from one hand to another along the

radually brightening line, till at last the

ord Himself sent forth His disciples upon
one universal mission, no longer confined to
ene place or race, but addressed to every
ereature with the tender profusion of heaven,
The command is binding on every individual
of His servants siill, so long as an uninstruc-
fed soul remains at home or abrosd ; and the
Christian’s duty is so entirely in consonance
with reason and unature, that the merest sav-
age can understand why he should be sought
out in his desert by the wmessengers of
God. A higher allegiance than that which,
ia the days of early travel and discovery, in-
spived the loyal adventurer 1o plant upon ev-
ery novel headland, found out in the hitherto
silent seas, the standard of his country und
name of his sovereign, impels, and should im-
pel, the Ciristian whose Xirg is the King of
ail the earth, and whe carries in Hie hands
those secrets of Divine love end human char-
ity which make ail men doubly brothers, 1le
who is the Auther of our faith and the Head
of our Church was in IHimscif the greatest
and wiast perfect of all missionaries. He spent
net werds ror abor only, but Himself, freels
and without reserve, upun the world to which
ile came; and 1is example, which i3 our
gulde in ol things, s 3o in nothing more
than this. Our fzith is far too precious a de-
posit to be jaid aside in a napkin, or cven to
be boarded and nursed and fanned into in-
crease of secret flame in our own bosoms.—
If it'is true faiih, it lives by expansion, and
shines all the more warinly at home in pro-
portion to the light it throws abroad. The
world is dark enough 1o want every spark of
this sacred flame, which our Master brought
from the heavenly alur to illuminate the fuce
of the earth: somehow to communicate the
lizht is even more urgent upon lis servants
than to enjoy it.  In silence or in speech, in
act or by utterance, always by charity, sym-
pathy, liberal diffusion of what we have so
Lperally rveccived, the life of Christin His
neople makes itself most manifest by commu-
siication. It is a wealih which cannot be hoar-
ded for individzal eamiort, but must be spent
abroad and bestowed upon others. There
may be un-luminous worlds in the firmament
of more magnitude than the planets, but they
ocnvey no Rauwitige ar spesch to us while
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they revolve darkling in the gloom of space,
An uncommunicative and unmissionary Chris.
tian bears the same relation to this world and
his brethren. If the darkness be none the bet-
ter for him, his Christianity becomes lessened
to'tte poor good of a mere personal benefit,
and ceases to be like that life of his Lord, of
which it is meant to he the sequence end imi-
tation and which was ever communicative of
good to man.~IZ, & ¥ Record.

PO, SR,

Protestant Socioties in France-
- Their. Annual Meetings,

Tar annual meetings of the Protestant 3o-
cieties in France have been particularly inter-
esting this vear. They commenced with a
prayer-meeting at Taithout Chapel on Sunday
the 12th of April. On Mouday the Sunday
Schoul Saciety met at the new Wesleyan
Churceh, undes the presidency of Pastor Mon-
tandon. The secretary, Pastor H. Paumier,
gave the numbers of Sunday schools in Franee
at about 660, and that of the scholars at
33,000. The bronze medal, received by the
society for ijts publications at the London
Universal Exhibition last year, was shawa to
the assembly. Receipts, 21,624 francs; ex-
penses, 22,565. A speaker congratulated
this society on having only received & francy
from foreign countries this year, axan evi-
deut improvement. The French and Foreign
Bible Society met in the Northern Chapel—
president, Yastor Guillaume Monod. The
aecretary, Pastor Duchemin, gave 88,000 as
the number of copies of the Scriptures sold
this year; it employs 2 colporteurs of its own,
and 100 supported by the British and Foreign
Society.  Receipts, 67,650 francs; expeuses,
71,213, On Tuesday the Saciety of the Histo-
ry of French Protestantism met at the Church
of the Oratoire, presided over by M. Read,
This saciety seeks out and publishes tihe do-
cuments of inerest relative to our history in
Frunce. The Religious Tract Saciety; presi-
ded over by-M. Valdemar Monod, met at
"Taitbout Chapel. It has disseminated during
the year 541,392 tracts, ull sold, for it makes
no grant, except it receives special gifts for
tue purpose 3 200,000 of jts ¢ Almanach des
Bons Conseils” have been sold this year. Its
jourual, the * Ami de la Jeunessee,’ has 11,000
; subscribers, It has added another volume to
its family library, the ¢ Life of Coligny,’ and
is about to print six new tracts. Receipls,
111,800 francs; expenses, 99,400, On
Wednesday the Protestant Dible Society was
presided over at the Oratoire by M. Eichliof.
Duaring the past year it has distributed 14,-
9835 copies of the Scriptures ; receipts, 78,245
; franca; expendiwre, 52,846. The ladies’
{ hranch of this society supports a Bible-wo-
j man, who visits 77 families with much suo-
i cess. "The Protestant Sou Sociuty met at the
. Chureh of Redemption, under the presidencd
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of Pastor Vaurigaud, Ita uim is to collect
one sou a-week from every Protestant in
France, and divide the amount between the
varjous religious societies; it succeeds in thus
dispensing 10,000 franes a quarter; but its
founder, the excellent Christian philatthro-
pist, M. Eynard, lately deceased, hag left by
will 15,000 francs to the society, if in five
years it have succeeded in obtaining 30,000
subscribers. The Dvangelical Society of
France met at Taithout Chapel—president,
Audebez. The reporier, M. de Pressence,
took a review of its thirty years’ earcer. It
has founded nine new churches, which joined
the official Reformed Chureh, and have ever
walked in the light; it created six posts
of evangclisation now occupied by the
Central Suciety; it has aided ahave tweaty
consistoral churches in their work § for sever-
al years it supported two normal Schools; it
brought Gospel light into many departments
where total darkiness previously reigned ; in
Paris it evangelises two faubourgs, and has
given birth to several churclies now constitu-
ted ; it has held with firm grasp and on high
¢he flag of religious liberty ; it has built many
chapels and schools, and spent upon French
evangelisation 3,580,000 franes; for the past
vear its receipts are 142.331 francs, and ex-
penses 139,325 ; but a previous defleit leaves
15,000 francs uncovered. ‘Ihe wecretavysiip,
held for thirty years by M. de Pressense, pas-
ses this year to Pastos Fisch, and the treasu-
rership to M. de Neufvilie.

Ou Thursday, a. 11, the Cirque Napoleon
was crowded with the joyous faces of 3300
happy Sunday scholars, and as many parents,
Two hours were shent in short speeches and
hymns. Mr. Reed, delegated from the Brit-
ish Sunday schoois, spoke by an interpreter,
and elicited much applause.

The Parish Missionary Society, presided
over by Couut de Laborde, had a very full
mesting at Taitbout Chapel. Mr., Casalis
gave a most interesting account of the mis-
sions’ i South and Central Africa and Chinaj;
death has caused the last to be given ap.
Five pupils are in the Paris Mission School;
regeipts, 193,000 franes; expenses, 173,000
francs. Au old defeit siill leaves 1300 francs
wucovered. On Friday, the brethren assem-
bled at the Asylum for Aged Protestants,
which is prosperaus. In the evening the So-
ciete Centrale met at the Oratoire, presided
over by M. Valdemar Monod. It is making
yapid progress in its home mission labours,
Receipts, 138,000 franes; expenses, 177 (100,
Several legacies and gilts, however, yave a
ballance. Oa Saturday, the Society for Pro-
moting Primary Inastruction met at the Ora-
toire, under the presidency of M. Guizot. It
has founded thirteen new schocls during the
year, and obtained fourteen teachers’ brevets
for the students of ita normal schools. Great
is the work btefore it; in 2000 communes, in
which there are 1200 Protestant places of
worship, thers are yet only 400 Protestant

159

schools ! Receipts, 112,098 franes; expend:-
ture, 106,133, ‘1he philanthropic societiea
for the juvenile offenders at the St. Foy colo-
ny, the apprentices of Parig, and the Dencon-
esses” Institution, shaw progress and bles-
sing,

TLhe General Conferences were the true
battde grounds thic year, and never was gaiu-|
ed a more decided eonuplete victory by the
friends of truth.  Doth parties mustered w,
full. . E. de Pressense presided. Tne
believers in God's truth felt that it was pe-
cessary to shake oft ail fulse fraternising and
dallying with weids with doubic meamng.
After = remarkable spesch by Pastor Bersies,
deciaring that true science, true light, trae i.-
berty, true progress was on the side of eart.-
est faith in Revelation, in the Atonement. &».
Pastor Rognon read, and the President put
to the vote, the following protest :—

* Phe Conference—considering that the
faithful may be troubled by systems of the
present day, attacking the very basis of Chris-
tiauity and the Church; that these negationg
are produced in the name of science, and giv~
en as the definitive results of the elaboration

of medera thought—protests in the name of
! Chvistian  faith, of Christian conscience, of
, Christian experience, and of Chiistian science,
; against every doctrine which tends to over-
!luru the existence of supernatural order, of
the Divine authority of the Scriptures, of the
Divinity of Jesus Christ, and ali that touches
the very essence of Christianity, such as it
has been professed in ail times by all Church-
es marked with the seal of religious power
and fruit ulness. The Counference invites the
faithful to heware of those systems of science,
a thousand times contradicted by the inces-
saut transformations of the human mind ; and
exhorts the different Churches to make efforts
and sacrifices to favour the development and
progress of Chiistian science.”

‘This was voted by the President and nine-
tv-four votes against twelve.—I1 &. F. Re-

cord.

]

Colenso on the Epistle to the Romsans.

It is as we predicted. Denying the trath-
fulness of the Pentateuch, our suthor advau-
ces unsound and pernicious doctrine in his
Epistle. This work purports to be a new
translation and explanation from a mission-
ary point of view. Leaving out of view at
present the transiation, we shall confine our.
selves to an examination of the dactrine.—*
Paui's Epistle to the Romans, it is well
known, ismamly doctrinsl, and the funda«
mental doctrines of human depravity, re-
demption, and Justification with its several
benefits, are thers contasined. Now, upon
these we should expect, upon the part of a
commentator, ne uncertain sound! Wrong
or deficient on these, his whole building tot-

ters, Still we could hardly expest from Co-
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lenso’ the hizhest Calvinism, and on that
‘score, we shall not judge him, but on what-
over is essential to salvation, we shall look
for soundness in the faith if he expound the
Epistle to the Romans. Then what are his
viewsP At present, I can advert to only two of
them, Universal Redemption, and denial of
Eternal Pumishment, .

As to the first, hix views are sufficiently
clear and strong. ** All men are received,
reconciled, brought buck, made righteous by
the jove of the Heaverly Father.” ¢ The
curse of their sinful nature has beeu taken
awny altcgether—has been taken away frem
the first, though the fact is only now fully
declared in the Gospel, by God's fatherly
love.” ¢ Az by their natural birth from Ad-
am they fell at once, as fallen simple crea-
tures, under a condemuation of death, so by
.the free grace of God, in Christ Jesus they
shall receive, every one of them, a ¢ justifica-
tiun of life’”  Of course, in conformity with
these views, he cannot insist upon man’s
ruined condition, or the necessity of conver-
tion. If all men are in this happy condition,
there is then no ground of fear, and no need

of solicitude about personal salvation. The
whole thing 1s secured already, and any dan-
ger from non conversion or necessity of in-
terest in Christ are unnecessary. Further,
one would th'nk that all fear for the furure

were also removed. However, he tells us that

¢ if they lived unfaithfully, or walked unwor-

thily of the truth, their punishment would be

severer.,” It is evident from these extracts,

how loose and erroneous our author's ideas

of justification are, how he confounds right-

eous and wicked, and deprives the preacher

of all motive to win sinners to the Saviour.—

Had he affirmed, Justification is offered ta all
men, or that they are brought under the Ges-

pel that they may receive it, there had been

1o complaint, but to maintain that it is what
all men now possess, and that every son of
Adam is reconciled, is either throwing away

woids or teaching pernicious doctrine. How

can our author preach this without renderipg

‘himself liable to the charge of confounding

ctaracter and making the unbeliever as privi-

leged and happy as the believer? Thereis then

no motive for the earnestuess of the one, and

no ground of joy in the other; thus are our
best blessings thrown away. In contrast
with this futile creed, let us torn to our
Shorter Catechism von Justification, and to

Romans, chapter 5, on Righteousness, and

_note the distinction between formal right-

eousness, and being actually reconciled, and

who are in the latter case, that we may avoid

the rock on which the Bishop has split, .

II. Upon future Pumshments his views
are briefly these : ¢ that they are not endless,
there is no for everin them, but either in this
{ife or that to come, the wicked must bear a
chastisement, an anger against sin which
shall burn up their evil, and then purify them
for Heaven, thus none shall be finally cast
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away.” In support of their views, he rea-
sons on natural principles, but I need hardlv
say that such a subject may not be decided
upon natural principles. Our natural lean-
ings are all on the side of mercy and against
punishment at all, and if we submit to be
guided by them, we shall neither argue for
an atonement, nor for future punishment ; but
the subject must be decided by Scripture, and
right reason, and turning to these, itis im-
possible to deny that the same measure of
time is meted out to wicked and righteous,
that it the life into which the righteous goes is
endless, the punishment of the wicked also is
endless, for the same word “ everlasting” is
used to expresa both. See Matt. xxv, 46 in
the original,

II.  No advocate of Universalism has heen
able to get over the fact that the punishment
must endure so loag as the sin remains, but
the sin continues in the wicked for ever,
therefore the punishment must be for ever.—
Our author chonses, however, to deny this
second proposition, but upon no sufficient
ground. ‘The heathen maintained a purifying
process after death, and the Church of }’ome
has its purgatory, but Secripture is express,
“nor work, nor device in the grave whither

| thou hastest,” ¢ as the tree falls, so it les.”—

“‘T'hen shall the filthy be filthy still, and the
holy be holy atill”—this should settle the
point of future purgation, let our leanings
and philosophy incline as they may.

And 3dly, the justice of God requires the
same issue. If justice requires satisfaction,
and if the sinner be for ever unable to give
it, how then is he to escape and get to Hea-
ven ? Shall his sin be overlooked, ¢ law and
righteous relax, and debt be cancelled ;” then
may we as well do away with the necessity of
an atonement, and of the fallen angels’ eter-
nal punishment—and if evaded the claims of
justice thus be, into what errors and absurdi-
ties shall we not be landed! Butif justice
be inviolable in its demands, then must sin,
an infinite evil have an infinite punishment,
and in all those who have not repented here,
nor availed themselves of the atonement of
Christ, must have it in the world to come,
their punishment is as unavoidable as is the
happiness of the righteous, and on the same
grounds must be as enduring, that is, justice
will never receive satisfaction from the for-
mer, as it will never have demands to urge
againat the latter, thus the punishment of the
one must be as perpetual as is the happiness
of the other~lasting. Our natural inclina.
tions here must go for nothing. To the law
and the testimony, if they speak not according
to these, it is because there is no light in
them, A. ‘V. Ho
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How to Give.
lHow much should I giveto God? The
‘answer depénds onh circumstances,
Some give one-teuth, ‘following old tithe

-
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than when you suw him in his Jog shanty.—
; But as God hath prospered him, does he now
. mive ten times more than in hygone days ; if
- hie could spare five dollors from his deep pov-
certy then, cun he spare fifty now?  Ab, hiow

‘usages. Some give oue seventh, following the | few do.
"Sabbatic division of time. Some give one-  Lct the means inerease five, ten or tweaty
“fourth; and some'few consecrate théir entire ‘times, very many never increase the use and
nett profits to charitible and religious uses., wont sum given in olden days; many ad
Or turn over thedark side of the leaf on ,one_or two dollars, some few may perbapy
which you find, alas, the great majarity, you , double the old sum, and a very few may give
read against their names such entries as these: : as God hath prospered.  These easily proven
~ An unfelt trifle carelessly given under the | facts apply not only to onr hard working far-
impulse of the moment. A palury sum just mers, they also apply to every other class in
‘to be equal to Mr.'Screw.  An odd quarter ! the land, ’ )
grudgingly given to get quit of that edious! Tien a<k any such representative man, di.
collector.  Or itmay read inthis way against | vou not give too much in these bygone day«

“the names of men who are ever ready to call
upon ministers for baptisms, visitation of sick, |
funeral services, humourous soiree speeches:
—Not a member of any church,{est he should
need to pay anything.

‘To those who may want both to know and
to do their duty, we would say the New Tes-
tament sets forth a simple and easily under-
stood law, it is this, ¢ Lay by in store as God

hath prospered;” and should this not be
plain enough, then the best commentator we |

know of on the passage is, conscience un
Sabbath blessings aud Sabbath elaims,

If every man had a stated income and ex-
penditure, then it would be very easy regu-
iarly to conseerate a stated sum ; hut as com-
paratively few in Canada have this, still giv-
ing as God hath prospered is flexible enough
o meet every variation. ‘The responsibility

of poverty ? and he would promptly answ.r,
no, of courde not.  But ask him, do vou give
now as God is prospering ? and bow verv few
could truthfully say, yves, certainly I do.—
Many well-to-do in the world, were such o
question put, would never seem to hear it
but at once begin to tell you a long story
about hard times, low prices, expenses of L -
ing, overpaid ministers, etc., ecc. But such
a stercotyped rigmarole certa inly adds na
dignity to a consecrated child of God; it i«
. simply the forerunner to a practical applica-
tion of the old saying, © If providence wauld
only keep our miuisters humble, we will take
good care to keep them poor.”

If God’s word is our authority, then weel-
Iy, monthly, or vearly, as the case may be,
the question will be put, hox much has Gud
i prospered me? And as this may be easiiy

i
|

'

of God-given prospeiity is seldom thought of | known by almost every mau, then some pio-

by many, but, if this is not made the measure
of giving, you may give little 0: you may
give much, you only give by customary not
oy scriptural benevolence. Being a flexible
rule, it is vo doubt liable 1o gross abuse, and
what Bible commandis not. But giveus the
man whois not afraid to balance his stock
account, who has a truth-enlightened cousci-
ence, and a truly benevolent heart, and we
have very few fears of such a man abusing
1his too much forgotten Bible law,

We value men’s liberality not by what
they give, hut by what God has given them.
‘Taking this as our standard, we would look
st the case of one man, a sample of thous.
ands. 8ce yonder backwoodsman hewing
out a home amid the giant monarchs of the
forest; toil and poverty must be his lot for
vears; his small clearance ean spare little for
market, and that little, whether by trade or
cash, must be sold at a lew price; every thing
10 be bought must he paid for at the highest
rate; and yet, despite these and many ether
disadvantages, that man gives zay fve dollars
a year to support gospel ordinanees. Let us
also look at that man twenty years afterwards,
everything has changed, his family has been
brought ugp and well provided for, evideneces
of éomfort und prosperity are seen every-
where, he is worth 8t least ten times more

. portion of that prosperity will be consecrated
, to G, and laid aside to meet future claims.
. If there is increase in ability, the sum conse-
crated should certainly be increased,  If little
15 miven, little will of cours> be expected; or
if nothing should be given, then nothing wi!
be demanded.

What proportion of God-given prosperity
should you then set apart to the schemes and
: charities of God’s church? If the heart i3
. filled with love and gratitude to God. it will
i be a noble one. If you have lost the fervour
of firet love, it will be 2 customary one. If
you are only a hearer and not a doer of the
word, it will be a sorely begrudged one. The
purse is not the worst thermometer to apply
to test the sincerity of high sounding relig-
ious prolessions. As we have ina })rewinus
paper stated, every God-fearing Israelite gave
at least one-third of his income to religion
and charity. Now, granting that such a pro-
portion would ruin us poverty stricken Cana-
dians outright, what proportion do you then
give? and we would say it with sadness, that
the majority of church members, instead of
one-third, do not give one-twentieth. ‘This
to many may only seem a bold assertion, but
let u quiet calculation be made, and perhaps
figures will plainly show that we have given
a high average,
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You meet many who xay ‘they have little

ot nathing to give to God, but why. Every
woridly claimi must first be met; every ex-
pesive fashion fullowed 3 every demand of
pampered appetite sotisfied. They have con-
secrated nothing to God when they had plen-
ty, hence starvation to every noble enterprize.
Homes there are, and many of them in our
land where plenty veiane, but the religion
that presides thers is of tne get-and-keep-all-
vou-can order, Others there are, yea, not a
few, oceupied by those who are willingly
“ poory yet making many rich,” glorious for
their self denials and numerons economies.—
Call there when you please, there is always
gold in the open purse for the cause of God,
always foad and a kind word for God’s poor.
Worldlings often ask inastonishment, why is
it that * giving does not impoverish,” why a
eruse of oil is pever empty?  We would sim-
ply answer by telling them an old suying we
Lm‘e often heard in Glasgow when a boy.—
* David Dale gives away his money by shovel-
fuls, and God just shovels it back again.”

Of such systematic givers the church of
Christ has had not a few 3 and in the present
day are not the names of a Lennox, a Stuart,
a John Henderson, household words,  Often
there may have been the one noble sum given
for some specific object; often there may
have been the death-hed hequest, truly prince-
Iy, but for the time and circumstances under
which it was bequeathed,  But leaving these
occasional offerings to their own praise or
contempr, what is needed, especially in our
day, is the steady stream of liberality flowing
from every God-prospered labourer.

We have heard of congregations in enlight-
ened Canada proposing  that every member
should give alike for the sapport of gospel
ordinances.  Yes, yonder wealthy man coolly
proposing to give as little as that poor widow,
or that poverty strickén labourer.  ‘True it is,
wonders wiil never cease. We had really
thonght socialism, communism, and all the
other mes:bers of that revolution family, dead.
In teuth, it were easier for that wealthy mem-
ber to give ane hundred dollars than for that
poor widow to give one, und should he give
them, he will have his reward, his name will
be heralded in every newspaper as one of the
Yiberai of the earth ; as for her and her mod-
est gift, probably none may ever know of her
sacrifice, unless the eye of him who saw the
widow casting her two mites, her all, iuto the
temple treasury.

Wherever you find men who give from

rincinle, as God hath prospered, you never
snd them giving impulsively, no, nor grudg-
ingly; but, on the other hand, you always
find them giving, giving as a privilege, giving
with a cheerful liberality, which the church
as a whole is slow cither to realize or to fol-
low, Here then wa have the duty of all hav-
ing any income, rich and paor, young and
old, ministers and people, to have a stated
seuson to consecrate their little or their much
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to the church and charities of the age, as God
hath prospered.

But should this utterance from the back.
woods carry no moral weight with it to our
more refined and civilized brethren, thea
hear yon may the nore eloquent and manly
utterance of Arnnt of Glasgow, in his * Laws
from heaven for life on earth.” “ To devote
a portion of our substance directly to the
worship of God and the good of man is a du.
ty strictly binding and plainly enjoined in
the Scriptures, It is not a thing that a man
may do or not do as he pleases. God wiil
not have the dregs that are squeezed out by
pressure poured iuta his treasury. He loveth
a cheerful giver. Heo can work without our
wealth, but he does not work without our
willing service. The silver and the gold are
his already. What he ¢laims and cares for iy
the cheerfulness of th:e giver’s heart.”—Cana-
da ftecord.

0

Arrival of Missionaries.

Tre present year will probably be an im.
portant epoch in the history of our Church in

Nova Scotia, We have received, or areabout
to receive a large accesion to our Synod.
The devoted labours of the Rev. Mr. McKay
have heen successful beyond all expectation,
successful, not only in obtaining missionaries:
but in turning the attention of the Church at
Home, more than ever before, to this Provinee
as a missionary field. He has done more, he
has awakened the interest, and thoroughly en-
gnged the sympathy of the Colonial Commit-
tee, and with them, of the whole Chureh, in
our behalf, His part has been performed,
and well-performed ; but it would be a great
mistake to suppose that, on that account, no-
thing further remains to be done. On-the
other haud, the Church canrot understand too
well, that the very amount of success entaiis
upon us a responsibility, and a necessity for
systematic exertion, which cannot be over-es-
iimated. 1f we are either indifferent or luke-
warm, the arrival of these missionaries, in.
stead of being an advantage, will assuredly be
the greatest misfortune that ever befel us.
Let us endeavour to explain our meaning,
Two parties, the Rev. Delegate and the Colo-
nial Committee have done, we might say, have
campleted their portion of duty. The former
has secured the services of nine mussionaries,
—most, if not all of whom, are young men of
more than ordinary capacity, whose poaition
and prospects at home wers good, who have
already proved their fitness by the zeal, abili-
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ty and success, with which they have labored
in the missionary field in their native country,
They come among us, full of zeal and hope,
and, we are convinced, resolved to apnrove
themsclves as worthy co.workers in their new
country. So much for the men. Now for the
means. The Colonial Committee pays the
passage and outfit of these gentlemen, and
guarantees to them for three years, the sum
of £150 sterling per annum ; that is, what.
over the district or congregation over which
they may be placed may fall short, the Com-
mittee will come forward, and muake up the
deficiency totheamountstated. This is much,
itis more tha: we could Lave expected, far
more than any member uf our Synod would
have thought of asking. Yet it has been giv-
en without a grudge, and with the hope that
it may bs the means of building up the Church
in Nova Scotia, and of giving 2 fresh impetus
to our zeal, so that our waste places may be
occupied, and we may have confidence in the
friendship and interest of the Church of our
fathers, and thus be led to bestir ourselves, as
we never have done hefore. We have said
that two parties have done their duty ; other
two remain, whose duty now begins, These
are our Church Courts and our laity. 1In the
first place, we ought to remember, that the
young men coming among us are entire
strangers to ourselves and to our country.
They are aboat to enter upon a new fleld, dif-
fering in many respects in its aspects from
that on which they_have been accustomed to
lshour. They will therefore requite infor-
mation and counsel. They will be grate-
fal for encouragemen: and attention, so
that both their hearts and hands may
be strengthened for their new work.—
‘This is a more important matter than some
may suppose. We speak from some experi-
ence. A Scutchman is proverbiably an ar-
dent lover of his country. His home, its his-
tory, and its hills are entwined, if we may so
speak, about his very heart-strings. In a new
country, they become more than ever a por-
tion of himeelf. When he bids adieu, therefore,
to that cherished land, to the old homestead,
to friends and relatives, and consents to break
up associations which have followed him from
childhood, the effort is & trying oné, and as
the mighty vessel ploughs its way with him,
across the intervening ocean, many a longing
look will be cast behind, many a fond thought
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of home and its surroundings will be cherish-
ed, weighing down his spirits, and depressing
him, it may be, with groundless apprehersi-
ons. These feelings begin to intensify as the
new strand is nearing, hut when it is reached,
one gratified look, one warm pressure of the
hand, a kind and hearty reception, which tells
him be has fallen among fiiends, and all these
feelings are dissipated, and he rejoices once
move that be has cast his lot in, and resolved
to give his energies to his new country. We
can remember, some fifieen years ago, when
we reached the wharf at Halifax, for the first
time, about midnight. We were the only.
passenger to land there, and we felt dreary
enough. We have not forgotten with what
curiosity we peered through the darkness, to
discover the complexion and general contoir
of the first native, for we were then as igno-
ant in geographical matters, as our country-
men genetally ate. We looked at the wood-
en wharf, and our apprehiensions were some-
what ominous, and we were wondering within
ourselves what we were to do, or how we were
to make our single way at all, through the
unknown city. Visions of home, regrets,
fears came thick and fast upon us, and had
we been left to ourselves, our residence thare
would probably have been of but short dura-
tion. Hapyily it was not so. Suddenly we
heard our name pronounced, with an enquiry
whether it wason thelist of passengers. We
turned round, and saw three gentlemen, whose
fases were neither black nor brown, who were
in fact & good deal fairer, and we almost fear
handsomer, than we could ever pretend to be,
We were at once taken charge of. Every at-
tention and kindness put to flight, almost at
once, our ridiculous home-sickness, and mads
us pleased and delighted with onr new friends
and our new prospects. ‘These feelings ena-
bled us to enter upon our duties with an en-
ergy and hopefulness, which, we fear, would
have been very different, under different cir-
cumstances,

Rirst impressions are often Jasting, and we
therefore trust that, as a preliminary, care
will be taken that no reason will be given to
our new friends and instructors, to regret the
step that they have taken. It'may seem trif-
ling to some, but after all, it is not trifling.
We have been led to threw out these {ew hints
—from no doubt or apprehension of any in-
tentional want of attention, or feeling of io-
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Gifference, as to the comforts and requirements
of strangers.  ‘There are few places where
horpitalitv is more genial and universal than
in Nova Scotia. But this is not exactly what
‘x wanted, at least not the only thing wanted.
The young minister requires information, he
requires advice, he requires facility of locomo-
tion from place to place, and above all, ti.e
creation in his own mind, that he is wanted,
und will be appreciated. When this is once
grained, the first difficulty is over; he puts on
his harness with a will, and if he is a man of
the right stamp, rejoices in his work, as a
strong man to run a race. The duty of at-
tending to these little matters is one which
belorgs equally to clergy ond laity, and, we
are sure, will be performed with equal cheer-
fulness by both.

We have left ourselves only space to hare.
iv touch upon a much graver matter——the dv-
ties of congregations over which these minis-
ters may be settled. They may rest assured
that their future depends upon the exertions
they shall make now. If they are wise for
themselves, their motto and their principle
will be, not how little will we give, but “how
little will we call upon the Colonial Commit-
tee to give.” Systematic liberality now will
Lie their real safety and the safety of the
Church.

The following are the names of the minis-
ters and their destinations, so far a3 arrange-
ments have been made :—The Rev. Wilham
Phillips, for the charge in Truro, in connec-
tion with the Presbytery of MHalifax. The
Rev. Robert MeCunn and George Law for
the Presbytery of Pictou huve arrived. ke
1tev. Alex. McWilliams, the Rev. Neil Broo-
Jdie, aud the Rev. My, Stewart, have also re-
eeived appointments for the Presbytery of
Pictou. The two latter gentlemen preach
Gaelie.  The Rev. Mr. Cullen has received
«u appointment for the Piesbytery of P. E.
1, and the Rev. Mr. Dangerfield has also
preached and been sustained with the view of
being sent to the Island Presbytery. The

2ev. Donald McHardy also proposes to come
«ut and.Jabor within the bounds of the Pictou
Preshytery.

Let our people do their duty néw, and the
Ciuarel will enter upon a career of usefulness
and prosperity such as never fell to her lot
Liefore. We fervently trust that the Giver of
all good will put it into their hearts to be
zealous in & cause so glorious, and that each
wiil vie with the other in a apirit of liberality,
and all will be ready mutually to assist each
other, in a spirit of love and harmony—dis-
carding all jealousy, and above all, putting off
that feeling of indifference and procrastination
which has choked many a bright and promis-
ing beginning.

U, TS,
Harirax, N.S., June 10, 1863.

At which time and place the Presbytery
of Halifax met in obedience tc x circular from
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the Moderator. Sederunt : Rev. Mr. Stew.
art, Moderator; Rev. Mesasrs. Martin an¢
Grant, ministers; Dr. Avery and Mr, Tay-
lor, elders. '
The Moderator explained that he had cilled
the members of Court together in consequence
of the necessity of allocating the aervices of
another missionary who had arrived in Hali-
fax. The conduct of the Moderator in calling
the meeting was approved. '
The Rev. W. M. Philip laid on the table
an extract of his license from the Presbytery
of Turiiff, and of his ordination from the
Presbytery of Glasgow ; nlso, a Commission
from the Colonial Committee in his favor, au-
thorizing him to Jabor within the bounds of
the Presbytery of Pictou; and a letter from
the Seeretary of the Committee, specially ap<
pointing him to I'ruro. It was explained that
Mr. Philip had been first intended for Pictou,
but that the committee had, on receipt of an
application from Truro, appointed him to that
locality for a twelvemonth. Considering all
the circumstances of the case, the Preabytery
adopted the following deliverance :—The do-
cuments produced to lie on the table until
next meeting of Presbytery; instruct Mr.
Philip to Jabor in the meantime in Truro and
vicinity ; the Clerk to correspond with the Co-
onial Committece and the Pictou Presbytery
that there might be a clear understanding with
regard to Mr. Philip’s services and position,
and also to correspond with the Trustees of
the Truro Church, and the Little River
Chureb, requiring them to submit to the next
meeting of Presbytery Statements concerning
the amount of service required by them and
the sums they were willing to pay for such.
Meeting closed with prayer.
G. M. GraxT, Pres. Clerk. -

0

PRrESENTATION.—The Rev Robert M’Cunn,
who has been for some time assistant to the
Rev. Dr. Leishman, of Govan, was, on Wed-
nesday evening, presented by his friends with
a handsome gold watch and appendages, as a
token of the respect in which he was held du-.
ring his stay in that parish. The Rev. Dr.
Leishman presided at the meeting, and in
presenting the gift to his young friend, spoke
highly of his qualifications as a preacher, and
of the esteem in which he, in common with
all the members of the church in Govan, held
him, for his attention to his duties, and for
his quiet and obliging manner. The Rev.
gentleman was ordained on Thurscay, in
Park Church, Glasgow, and proceeds, in a
few days hence, to fill an important situation.
in Nova Scotia, in connection with the Gen-
eral Assembly of the Church of Scotland.—
Mr. M’Cunn is a native of this town, and he.
leaves thi$ with the esteem and respect of all;
who know him. R L
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