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ALLOCUTION OF THE GREAT PRIOR.

Fraties of the National Great Priory,—

Time, on its ever onward course,
has again brought us together to'meet
at our annual assembly, and, with
mingled feelings of pleasure and pain,
I cordially welcome you. With plea-
sure that we are again permitted to
exchange fraternal greetings and in-
tercourse; with pain, for, alas! one
familiar form, whose voice will never
again be heard amongst us, has not
answered to the “roll call.”

The dread summons has been is-
sued to which we must all sooner or
later respond. Our well known,
valued, and esteemed Frater {W. B.
Simpson, G. 0. T., Past Great Sub-
Prior of this nationality, and Repre-
sentative of the Great Priory of Eng-
land near that of Canada, has answered
to the call. In him we have lost one
of the old landmarks of our fraternity,
—mnow too few.

On the 8id ult.,he died, after &
gshort illness, at his residence, the
«“Homewood,” Coteau Landing, Pro-
vince of Quebece, a place dear to him
and hallowed by many family associa-
tions. '

He was one of the early pioneers of
the Templar Order in Canada, whom I
hadmyself installed at Kingston, Ont.,
in the “Hugh de Payens,” — the
premier Preceptory, (or, as it was then
called, Encampment), in 1857, and it
was only at our last Assembly, in
Qctober, I had the gratification of in-
vesting him with the decoration of a

“Grand Cross” from H. R. H. the
Prince of Wales, recommended by e
a8 a just reward for his long and con-
sistent devotion to the Templar Oxder.

It has been truly said of him, “He
was an unflinching exponent of what-
ever he believed to be right, and never
yielded to expediency to gain a little
temporary popularity.”

Strong in his belief and trust in his
God, he was a leading member of the
Church of England, taking an active
part in all church affairs. It was
only about three weeks before his
death he attended the executive com-
mittee of the Montreal Syned, and
manifested his usual active interest in
the missionary cause.

Inhis Masonic career,hewasfaithful to
the traditions of the motherland, en-
deavoring to draw closer the tie and
bond of amity which should ever exist
between us and our adopted country.

At the reception given to the Chan-
cellor of the Great Priory of England,
tFrater Stavely Hill, he mainly
assisted and loyally supported me in
doing honor to the delegate from our
Royal Grand Master, the Prince of
Wales.

He was born at Augusts, in the
Province of Ontario, 1818, a few years
after his father had settled in Canada
from England, and whom ke succeed-
ed after his death as Collector of Cus-
toms, residing at the ports of Brock-

ville, Kingston, and subsequently
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Montreal, until his retirement last
year.

His Masonic career dates from
1868, being initiated in the Sussex
Lodge, of Brockville, Ontario, Eng-
lish Registry; receiving the Royal
Arch degree in the Ancient Frontenac
Chapter, Kingston, 1856. He held
the office of Grand Master of Canada
during 1864-5, and at the time of his
death was Chancellor of the Supreme
Council, 838°, for Canada.

We have lost in our brother a zeal-
ous, upright, and respected member,
who will be long remembered by those
intimately associated with him, and
our hope and trust lies in the belief
that, now his labors are over, «“Well
done” is pronounced by the Divine
Grand Master himself.

A fitting and appropriate ‘“In Me-
moriam” tribute will no doubt be is-
sued by Great Priory as a mark of
their esteem and regret, and many
most interesting recollections of our
deceased brother's devotion to the
cause of Christ have already appeared
in the secular press of the day.

SCOTTISH ENCAMPMENTS QF NEW BRUNS-

WICK.

The Grand Chancellor will lay be-
fore ;ou the correspondence which
has taken place since our last annual
assembly, relative to an amalgamation
of the Scottish Knights Templar En-
eampments in New Brunswick with
this Nationality, which, I regret to
, say, has totally failed in attaining the
desirable object of inducing them to
come under the Great Priory of Can-
ada. The negotiations were conduct-
ed by the Provincial Prior }Frater
Munro, of St. Johns, N. B., and at my
suggestion every possible concession
was made that could be thought of, to
effect so desirable an end for the
future prosperity of the Order in
Canada, but it appears that on the
subject being fully disenssed, they did
not consider themselves justified in
throwing off their allegiance to the
Chapter General of Scotland, from
whence they derived their charter in
1857, considerably prior to the forma-

tion of Great Priory. And never
having had any reason to be dissatis-
fied with the authority by which they
exist, they declined acceding to the
proposed amalgamation, unless the
Chapter General of Scotland should
otherwise direct. The matter is now
for consideration of Great Priory. I
do not myself approve of any coercive
measure being adopted, and circum-
stances may hereafter occur to induce
them to think differently and change
their decision.

ORIGIN OF MASONRY AND THE TEMPLAR
ORDER.

Before entermng on the subject of
the all-absorbing question of a change
in our organization, which was placed
in the hands of a committee appointed
by Great Priory, and will be reported
upon in the course of these Proceed-
ings, I would wish to draw your par-
ticular attencion, and claim your
patience, to an explanation of that part
of my Allocution read at our meeting
of last year, in which I affirmed that
the “Ancient Builders” or “Mssons,”
who devoted.their exclusive attention
to the erection of sacred edifices, as
also the confraternities of “Military
Monks,” the chief of these being the
«Hospitallers of St. John,” and the
“Templars,” had the same origin,
viz.: from the “Benedictine” Order of
Monks, of the early ages of the
Christian dispensation, and who had
based all their religious doctrines on
the “Divine Mysteries” they taught.

It becomes necessary for a right
understanding of the subject, to give
you a brief summary of such records
as exist, premising that I have pur-
sued quite & different frack from the
usual “sheep walk” information avail-
able.

TEE MYSTERIES.

The Divine Mysteries, as a system,
are entirely distinct from everything
else that has at the present day the
nameof - Zasonry. Theyare therootout
of which has sprung much of what is
seen, hut the meaning of which is
perverted and lost.
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To understand the Templar system,
08 connected with Masonry, in the
British Dominiohs, it must be looked
at from quite another standpoint than
that of “Free and Accepted Masonry”
of the present day.

The real and true meaning of “Spir-
itual,”—or speculative Masonry, is
widely different from its commonly
accepted definition of the term, and
this 18 of much importance to a proper
knowledge of the subject.

The words “Mason” and “Masonry,”
according to the construction put upon
them by the wise and devout of former
times, who, looking to its true_ and

sacred signification, never contem-.

plated its being applied or havinyg
reference to edifices, building, material,
works, or anything of that kind what-
ever. The words are claimed to be
corruptions of other words derived
rom the compound Greek word
«Mesourance,” the meaning of which
18 ““Waiters, or Seelers in the Temple,”
or those who “waited to hear diviae
truths proclaimed.” The true Mason,
then, may be regarded as an aspiraunt
after immortality, and a devout wor-,
shipper of the Triune God,— the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit;
& lover of pure wisdom and truth, its
true mysteries being unfurnished with
any type or character but those which
anciently related to the worship of the
Triune God, or conduced to the great
objects of moral instruction. Bub the
Masonry of to-day, called since the
revival and vevision of 1717, “Free
and Accepted,” is . totally distinet
matter, with which the simple and
beautiful religious early symbol teach-
ing has nothing to do.*

*«If, on examining the subject,we turn
to the religious symbol teaching, ths me-
-chanioal, material portion siares us in the
face, and becomes an obstacle in the way;
them, if we turn to the material part, and
trace it back to its birth-place, we find our-
selveg left with nothing but the silent, ex-
pressive symbols of religious truth, and
enqguire, with solicitade, what have we to
do with these if our Institution is & band
of mechanics, or what have the simple,
beautiful emblems to do with bricks and
waortax? Itis not until ligkt dawns on us

THE ORDER OF THE BENEDIOTiNEB.

During the whele of.the dark ages
human learning was confined to the
“Monasteries,” there' being but few
who could read or write, and, in the
early centuries of Christianity the
“Benedictine” Order of Monks was
the repository of every branch of
science and education. To them it is
conceded and well known by all who
have examined the subject, that the
Order was pure as far ag the leading
doctrines of Christ were concerned; to
them we are indebted for the preserva-
tion of ths Sacred Mysteries which
existed aud flourished centuries before
the Christian era, and whose symbols
and ceremonies taught the doctrines
of time, death, immortality, and re-
demption, containing the knowledge
of the undivided persorality of the
Holy Trinity, the manifestation of the
redeemer God-Man, the Atonement,
the Resurrection of the Body, and
man's responsibility.

It was exclusively the “Benedie-
tines,” and later still the “Cistercian”
Order of Monks, who employed them-
selves in architecture, many extensive
buildings being erected by the Monks,
assisted by the lay brothers and ser-
vants. The Abbots designed the plans
for the churches, convents and monas-
teries. Lay brothers who dwelt with-
in the circle of the Monastic Asso-
ciations, and who assisted the Monks
in the erection of the religious houses,
in the course of time formed similar
Associations among themselves, and
from these latter sprang the Independ-
ent Liodges of German Stone Masons
of thetwelfth and fourtesnth centuries.

On the commencement of the great
Christian Reformation fhe taste for
extensive church buildings began to

pass away, and the Kcclesiastical
Orders to abandon their zeal for
architecture. » .

The axchitects or builders, origin-

concerning the real meaning and import of
these things that we awake to constious.
ness, varifying the blessed word, “And the
light shineth in derkness, but the darkness
comprehendeth it not.”
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ally trained and educated by the
«Benedictines,” gtadually withdrow
from the Monastic communities, and
by Gegrees lost the majn cheracter of
the Order. Their technology had
become obsolete, and in place of the
holy and sacred truths that had built
them up, their whole attention was:
turned to architecture.  After the'
Reformation, when church building
ceased almost entirely, the Stone
Masons degenerated to the level of
ordinary workmen., So, also, in the
course of time, the ceremonial, forms,
and usages—now no longer under-
stood, lost by degrees their peculiar
significance, and in many places the
Builders abandoned their lodges and
affiiated with the “Guilds” of ordin-
ary Masons. Yet some of the ancient
ceremonies were always retained and
preserved, so that at the establishment

of the present system their customs |

and usages were still in existence,
and only required a different and new
explanation. At the present day, we
have no authentic documents which
refer to the organization of the frater-
nity during the most flourishing
periods of its existence. It was only
when the ancient forms had com-
meaced to decay, and the true com-
prehension of the meaning of its an-
cient yitual, usages, and discipline had
begon to die away, that the fraternity
felt the necessity of preventing a total
extinetion by re-establishing the
ancient landmarks.*

Until this period,Masonry was pure-
1y and pointedly Christian, and alto-
gether Trinitarian. Although the
new system was generally adopted,
there appears to have beex some who,
being in partial possession of the old

*In the year 1717 there were but four
old lodges in London, when the revival of
Masonry took place, and the revision of the
work fell into the hands of Drs. Anderson
and Desaunguillers. In 1721 the work was
apparently completed in two degrees—E.
Aland F. 0., rejecting ghe ddctrine of the
Trinity and making the Institution cosmo-
politan, adopting the plan of the universal
Fatherhood of God; and it is clearly de-
monstrated that the Third degree was made
up by them after 1721.

-doctrines, t&p§hk‘ them apart from’the-
névy ones, which at the time cauged.
some disturbance, but the syptemn of
“Hiram"” Masonry prevailed, and iy
the “Free Bﬁld Accepted” Masonry of
to-day, with mény alterations, but
still in spirit the same.*
OF THE TEAPLARS.

We will now tidfn to the 6ld relig-
iousand militaryorder of the “Knights
Templar,” which was another branch
from the Benedictines, beginning with
the ¢ Poor fellow soldiers of Jesus
Christ.” They became a military
monastic order for the protection of:
pilgrims, and subsequently joined in
the wars of the crusades. Like the
¢Stone Masons,” they were in posses-
sion of the mysteries asfaras each was
entitled to receive them, but it was not
denominated Masonry, being the ‘rue
“Mesourance.”

They undoubtedly had another
ritual of reception, or initistion, into

*In the beginning of the 17th century
persons who were not operatives began to
unite with the “Free Masons,” and were
distingunished from the working Masczz by
the denomination of “Accepted Masons.”
By the year 1702 the lodges decressed, and
finally fell into oblivion. It is related by
historians, that previous to 1717, so low
had Masonry fallen thet it was a common
thing in passing along the streets of Lon-
don and Liverpool, particularly by the
riverside, to_observe large painted signs
placed over doors of ale houses and sailors’
boarding houses, with the words, *Masons
made here for 12 shillings.”

Investigation has clearly shown that the
present system of deguees is comvaratively
of modern origin, being totelly unknown to
*he Craft at the time of the revival. Or-
iginally there was bnt one degree of initia~
tion, and that an architectural one,—the
names E. A., F. C,, and M. M., being only
the designation of classes of workmen and
not degrees of initiation. The whole scci-
oty was com%osed only of “Fellows,” who
were received or initiated into the Craft.

The first set of lectures kuown were
arranged by Drs. Anderson and Desauguil-
lers, and made their appearance in 1730.
Then, for the first time, we find a division
into *‘three degrees,” and the legend of the
master builder, Hiram, is one of its dis-
tinctive features,—it was very short and
comprised the whole Third Degree, evidently
borrowed from certain tales in the “Jewish
Targum,” published in Londen, 1715, from.
% M88. inthe University of Cambridge.
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the usages and éustoms of ‘Chivalry,
which was an outside matter, ‘alﬁaough
in some measuye reta.ininﬁ its symhbplic
tething, based upon what they had
received, bué not the same as the
mysteries, inasmuch as they have
nothing in them anthorizing war,
bloodghed, or violence of any kind.
The Order had their profeseion, vows,
dogrees of preferment, discipline,
purishments, and wer~ sirictly reli-
gious, trinitarian, and severe, Chivalry
being & thing * per se.”

1t is known, to all who have given
the subject sufficient thought and
research, that the bagis of the Order
was kept always raost sacred, and only
imparted to a select few intheir secret
Conclaves. The secret ritual of these
doctrines, I have every reason to be-
lieve, ig still in existence, gpecedly pre-
served and most securely kept. It is
purely religious, and in perfect hax-
mony with God's word, but not intend-
ed to be made public or used in
common. Born in the school of the
Prophets, preserved by them in the
most sacred manner, yat forming the
great work of their teachings, trans-
mitted only to & small and select
number,—theyreach us at the present
day, not a8 a published system to call
for the admiration, or satisfy the
curiosity of ‘‘ the world,” but to be-
cotne a gecret and unmentionable basis
for teaching and reformation.

One thing is very certain, that it
will never do to give indiscriminate
publicity to the Ancient Ceremonial ;
1t would be treated with derision and
scorn by the * Free-thinker and scof-
fer.”” Such sacred truths are unfit for
the idle and profane, for it is painful
to record, but no less true, that there
is not sufficient reverence for God’s
word, for the inviolability of an cath
amongst many professing members of
the Ordex, who merely look upon it ag
a matter of recreation—a matter of
course, of no consequence—the play-
thing of an hour,

I have thus endeavored to show
you that the origin of the Templars
and Builders, was from a common

gource—ocarrying with them thé sams
doctrines, _ o .

The Templarg, who were erganized
into & great military body, were sup;
pressed five centiries ago, but some
them upiting with the Order of
John, of Jerusalem, their seore
doctrines were preéserved and inbre.
duced into varions sountries of Europe,

We know but little of the sctusl
system pursued by the * Masonic
Liodges™ prior to 1717, or their con-
neation with. Teémplary, but it is one
of the well-known legends of the
Soviety, that after the suppression,.g
few of the Templars became mingled
with the Architectural Fraternities;
and it is recorded, that as early .as
1590 a Lodge of Builders, at Ster-
ling, in Secotland, had a Templar
Chapter attached to it, who were
called ¢ Cross-legged Masons,” and
whose initiatory ceremonies were per;
formed, ot in a room, but in the ol
Abbey, the ruins of which are still to
be seen in the neighborhoed.

From the period of the Reformation,
‘the combined Orders of the Temple,
and “Hospitallers of St. John,” in
Scotland, appear orly as belanging to
the Masonic Society.

In England, after the establishment
of the revised system of Masonry
{1717), there is not a doubt but that
many of the brethren, dissatisfied with
the radical changes, held meetings
amongst themselves teaching the old
doctrines ; and in the middle of the
last century, these meetings assumed
the form of a revival of the Chivalrie
Templars, imitating their ancient
ceremonies and ugages.

In these Templar Lodges, or En-
campments, as they were called,
which first appeared in the South of
England, about 1750, and later,
spread to the North, the question of
the legitimacy of the ¢ Templar and
Ancient Magonie” doetrines, was
fally believed and participated in.

The cbject of this imitation revival
of the old Order, has led to our
pregent system, and appears to have
been intended to keep alive the true
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Christian and Trinitarian character of

Freemasonry, so completely absorbed
by the universal and accepted system.
Careful investigation and research, re-
quire of us to abandon .the direct
Jescent theory of British Templary
from the Ancient Knights, which can-
not be satisfactorily sustained, further
than to show that the doctrines of the
Old Order are still intact, and form
the basis of our Modern System. A
recent able writer of our Order, says,
and to the truth of which we must
agree :—*That there ic no actual con-
nseting link bebween the Old Chivalrie
Orders of the Templars and St. John,
with our present system, as the
Medismval Guilds of the pust are re-
Iated to the pre-~eut Masonic body;
g0 does our ‘United Orders of the
Templars and Malta,” perpetuate, iv a
gimilar manner, the teachings, the
aims, and the atfributes of the most
powerful and celebrated religious Con-
fraternities the world ever saw.”*

It hag been argued that the weak
point, when endeavoring to show that
Terplary and Freemasonry had a
common origin, is the complete ab-
sence of any allusion to the Templar
Order in England earlier than the
middle of the last century. But it
must be borne in mind, that this only
vefers to its connection with the “Free

*Certainly, the Ancient Order of the
Templars was not perpetuated—in such
bodies as the early Encampments of Man-
chester, in England, chartered by ¢ DEer-
rorr’s” Grand Lodge of 1744, principally
consisting of mechanics, gving so-called
Templar degrees for 2s. 6d,; and for some
time also conferred, in Scottish and Irish
Craft Lodges of the last century, one
Lodge in Scotland, selling to another Lodge
the right to confer the degrees to another
Lodge for twenty shillings (20s).

It does not sppear that there was any
national organization in England, until
« DunxeRLY ” gathered the different bodies
together under s Presidency, with no
other right than that he had been elected
Chief of an Encampment of Templars.

To the German schelar, a very excellent
exposition of the ¢ Anciént Templar Qrder”
is found in a highly cultivated work pub-
lished by Bishop Manter, in Copenhagen,
about seventy years since. Themodern his-
tories of the Templars are all superficiel,
and do not amount to much,

|
l

and Actepted Masonry” of the revival,
a totally different organization, hav-
ing no direct, or indirect, original
connection with the Templar Order.
It had some little connection, in 1717,
the members in common being derived
from the “Benediotines.”

Our system of the “United Orders”
is understood .o rapresext, or imitate,
the Religiousand Military Fraternities
of Mediwval times, following their
doctrines and nraetices ag neerly as
possible.

In the ceremony of a reception, we
adhere closely to the various rules and
rituals, which have been preserved, as
well as the distinctive costumes. The
symbolic teaching is unquestionably
derived, in some degree, from the
¢Sacred Mysteries,” mutilated to be
sure, and greatly obscured, but still
manifest; and I am satisfied that the
British system approaches nearer the

' truth than anything practised.

It is generally supposed that the
Knights of St. John (Malta), had no
secret ritual. I am fully persuaded
that they had, and never could have
lived so long together in harmony,
and performed so many exploits,
unless they were bound together by the
strongest ties, After the union with
the dispersed Templars, they certainly
were in possession of the secret doe-
trines of that Order, and by them
transmitted to the present day. Those
who have received it, have;never pub-
lished it, but have studiously and
sacredly concealed it, knowing il
would only be derided by the scoffer
and free-thinker. At the same time,
they have never ceased to promulgate
its doct 1nes boldly. The evidence of
its truth is to be found in ScoTrLanDp,
IreLaND, DenMaRg, GERMANY, lPravy,
and PavresTivg to-day. It is & thing
that never can be leaned from Aistory;
but afterhavingrecessud i, it becomes
an easy .aatter to find the evidence of
its truth.*

*As an saigument agairst there being a
secret ritual of the mysteries, it has been
brought forward that history does NoT men-

tion it! But it must be recollected that
the old Monastic Military Orders were
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TEMPLARS OF THE UNITED STATES.

Having thuy endeavourd to explain
our Templar System,it is important to
point out that of the “United States.”

When Templary was first introduc-
ed into America from Great Britainand
Treland in 1769, it was then looked
upon as an honorary Chivalric degree,
attached to Lodges and Chapters to
preserve the recollection of the connec-
tion originally said to exist between
the old society of Builders, and the
Templars of the Crusades, also fo per-
petnate the doctrines, they derived in
common through the *“Benedictines.”

These Templar Lodges or Encamp-
ments appear to have entirely died out,
and were re-placed by so-called Temp-
lar degrees conferred by Deputy In-
spectors of the Charleston Consistory
of the “Rite of Perfection,” composed
principally of members of the Jewish
persuasion.

originally composed of purely religious
men. The idea of an Order of that kind
grew out of the religion tlLsy protessed,
and the peculiar state of the times called
this religion into existence, and it was con-
structed into this form. They were
Monks, and their Orders had existed for
centuries before the “Templar” Order was
thought of. The Crusades sprang up, and
history informs us of its results, and the
Order of the Templars. They were no-
ticed by historisns, but the knowledge of
this history did 20t extend beyond the fact
that they were Monks, and as such, took
upon themselves the care of the sick and
the defence of poor pilgrims. Outside this,
history does not concern itself,—as to whom
they were, from whence they came, or to
what, or from whence, they derived. All
that history could procurs concerning
them is fully set forth; but the basis, the
motive, or ground of faith, were hidden
things, and the effort to find out from his-
tory these things will ever be s failure. It
is on this account that there is so much
ignorance concerning the ¢‘Sacred Mys-
teries” among historisns, In Denmark H.
M. King Christian is Grand Master of the
Order, and has frequently presided, to
whom is known the aroient secret ritual,
which is most carefully preserved—being
only conferred in full on a select few. AU
connection between it and Modern Free
and Accepted Masonry is repudiated, and
it has nothing to do with the system pur-
sued in Sweden. :

In 1792-4—self-oreated bodies wore
formed, and the degrees tonforred in
Blue Lodges, at that time considered
legitimate to work any degree allied
to Masonry, under the authority of
the warrant,

Subsequently, Templary was alto-
gether re-modelled and changed to
form an integral paxt of the “American
Rite of Freemasonry,” discarding all
semblance of its chivalrie character.

In 1874 the Reformed Templar
Rite, wasg established by the *“Cernean”
Grand Consistory, revising a complete
system, or ritual of work, which was
received and became the adopted sys-
tem, retaining the trinitarian christian
character of the order.

But of late years, latitudinarian
views of christianity have prevailed,
allowing all men to follow the dictates
of their own convictions and pre-con-
ceived ideas, as opposed to the orthe-
dox doctrines of the church at large,
hence they have constitmted a quasi
Military-Cbristian-Masonic ~ system,
under the name of Knights Templars
without any of its chavacteristics or
well-defined christian basis, it being
understood that it was not, the inten-
ticn to perpetuate Medieval Knight-
hood, but to adopt its externals for
public parades and pageantry, identi-
fying its doctrines with that of Unives-

‘sal Freemasonry.

THE STATUS OF GREAT PRIORY.
Having thus laid before you the
origin and true object of Templary,
with the difference existing between
our syster and that of the ¢“United
States,”

I would ask you to pause, and con-
sider well, the non-advidability of any
radical change in our present organi-
zation:

I am awave that the determination
of the American Templar body to ve-
gard us as “inferior” in respect to our
nationality, being one of the branches
of the Cosmopolitan order under H.
R. H. the Prince of Wales, is, no
doubt, caleulzted to irritate the minds
of Canadian Templars, and drive
them into & course that would, under
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other ocircumstances perhaps never
have suggested itself—but what can
their opinion matter to us, organized
&3 we are in every respect quite apaxt
from them, which any one must see,
who has paid the slightest attention to
the real history of Templary, and as
we understand it to be.

Woe have not the slightest excuse
for entering into any agitation to dis-
place our present Supreme Ruler,
elected by unanimous wish, and we
have no reason whatever to find fault
with the selection, but, on the con-
trary,to be proud that heallows himself
to beassociated with the order—proud,
that the tie which binds us to the
mother-land is made strcnger. His
very name, adding imvortance and
dignity, which would lose much
of its prestige and become, if such a
separation fook place, a mere adjunct
to the Craft, and the character it now
represents, changed into that of a
«Police” guard for public display and
demonstrations of Craft Masonry, in-
stead of being, as it is, the representa-
tion “perse” of the GreatMilitary fra-
ternities of the middle ages, who
upheld the true doctrines of revealed
religion.

Fratres! I would have you think
well, before you throw aside the pre-
#entstatus and high position Templary
has attained in Canada, and not be
led away by the mere chimerical ides
of greater importance as an entirely
separate body, unconnected with the
parent stock.

Let us not forget, that owr Royal
Grand Master is the representative of
the Revered Monarch to whom we all
owe allegiance, and to whom our
obedience, love, and affection is due,
who has’honored our society by de-
claring hergelf its patron.

Besides, it appesrs to be strangely
forgotten, that we cannot conscien-
tiously absolve ourselves fromthe vows
of allegiance which we voluntarily as-
sumed, without the permission of the
suthority from whom they were de-
rived. The subject resolves itself
into two propositions. 1st. It would

be most discourteons and unknightly
rudely to sever our connection with
the Grand Magter, more particularly,
a8 we-have 2o cause of offense. 2nd.
‘We have all sworn fealty to tre Grantd
Master, and should not lightly disre-
gard these vows.

My vows oblige me, as Great Prior,
and my ambition sosrs no higher,
than to xemain, with willing, and loyal
fealty, the - “Lieutenant,” or ‘locum
tenens” of my Royal Grand Master,
which I look upon as the most dig-
nified and proudest position I
can hold in the Order.

As matters have turned out, “Con-
vent General,” was & mistake, and
proved a mere illusion, as the Ckival-
ric System willnot work when engrafted
on the Democratic form of the Masonig
Lodge, and there is no use entering
further into the discord of conflicting
systems. It might, therefore, be de-
sirable that Great Priory should
be altogether self-contained, and be
entitled for the future to elect their
own QGreat Priors. In fact, we are
independent in reality, and if ¢ Con-
vent General” were abolished, would
be absolutely so. The release from
any attempt at interference now would
no doubt be granted without hesitation,
if asheq for.

The Prince of Wales being our
Grand Master, dees not interfere with
our independence, as the Prince be-
longs to us as well as to England, and
Ireland. He is part of the Empire,
and not a seetion of it.*

The question of equality of position
with our neighboss, I do not consider

*QOur Trinitarisn Templary adapted to
Christienity as representing the Ancient
Constitutionsl Government, under &
monarchy, with some power, is the basis
of our English Templer System. Destroy
this, and it no longer represents the Ordérs
of the Temple and Bt John, Ever
admitting the wnormal supremacy of
the Prince of Wales is retained, it really
amounts to little,—sa slight, almost an in-
sult to name. Policy might prevent the
Prince resenting it, a3 he neturally would
do if untramelled by greater reesons,
Without hiin, es the head of the Order, i
loses all its indepeundent importance &nd
present status as an Order “ per se.”
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ot ali necessary or of any import-
once. “ Convéent Gexeral” being
virtunlly ebolished, this Grest
Priory declared itsed o ¢ Sov-
«reign Body” (with H. R. H. the
Prince of Wales, as the Bupreme
Grand Master), which must be ad-
amitted is the equal of any foreign
body known by the name of “Knights
Templar.” T am the Chief of the in-
flependent Canadian branch of the
«llied British Templar Order, who
conform to the usages of the Anecient
Military Fraternity of that name, in
having but one Grand Master for the
whole body, composed of different
nationslities, independent of each
other ; similar to the policy followed
by nations allied together, whose
armies are placed under a <*Command-
- .exr-in-Chief,” chogen by the unanimous
voice of the allied body, but who does
not interfere with the internal arrange-
ments of any. With our neighborsit
is quitedifferent, therefore their usages
are not applicable to us.

The Grand Master of their*Masonic
Knightly ” system, is ths Chief of a
*Sovereign Masonic” body, the strong-
-e8t, bearing the name of Templars, in
the world, and for all social purposes,
the besi. If they choose to modify
or alter the religious dogmas of the
original Order, and take & new depar-
ture, forming an Order to suit their own
views, calling it ¢ Knights Templar,”
who can say to them,Nay ? andnoone
has any right to interfere. I can
bear testimony tothe admirable system
of discipline observed by them asa
Masonic Military Degree,—a vast
improvement on ours,—in which evary
member assumes to know better than
his neighbor, and to follow the benbof
his own inclinations. I am algo con-
versant with the reformed (Cerneau)
rite of Templary, which, compared
with our rituel, has its advantages, and
when rightly ) =rformed,there is more
of the gy;nbolism, but less of the
ceremonigs.* .

*When teaching doctrines, there should
always be a basis on material subjects. In

the Order of the Temple, the sufferings,
the betrayel, the orucifixion, the burial,

I take this opportunity, of mest
omphatically protesting abainst a
charge made by one of the chairmén
of the Foteign Correspondence Coni-
tnittee, in last year's proceedings, that
1 have thrust upon our Fratres of the
United States my tiews, and, a8 it
would seem, to an invidious compari-
son on the 1werits of the two systems.
sNo oné likes to have false motivas
implied, or # false pezition attributed
to him, without defending himself,
and attercpting to convince others of
the t.ath of the adverse statement.”

My object, as stated in formier
Allocutions, is to show the distinctive
features of each, which 1 have a per-
feet right to do to make the subject
intelligible to Canadiun Templaxs, and
to those who may not have had the
opportunity of knowing, or under-
standing, that the two organizations
are 80 widely apart. The fact is, we
ave playing at cross purposes ; fau't i
not found with the system they have
chosen to adopt, but the retention of
the ¢ Nomenclatur~ " thus giving g
false idea of the Tewplar Order, in
which the fundamental principles are
totally erased, and the core of the
Order rejected. Be assured thaf,
without a firm belief in the doctrine
of the Trinity, there never would have
been any Orderof the Knights Templar.
T4 is the baszis of the whole thing,
and he who denies it is no Templar.
But I do not see that our difference
of opinion should affect the amicable
and intimate relations existing, any
more than between the pure Christian
School, and the universal one of Craft
Masgonry, so long as the question of
controversy and contention is avoided.

LEVITY OF PRINCIPLE.

I have been pained and surprised to
find, on perusing the Foreign Corres-

the resurrection, and the ascension of our
Lord is intended to be taught. Our ritual
lenves this to the imagination, which ma;

Je accounted for, as formerly the “Rose
Croix” composed part of the English
Templar system, in which theze scenes are
exemplified. A gsparate ritual of “*Seoret
‘Work” and symbols is, therewre, very

desirable. ' ‘
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pondence reports, that every copy is
filled with questionable views, and
attempts made to treat with levity
our most sacred truths and belief.

Christianity and early Masonry does
not admit of eny contradiction ; but,
if the principles now advanced, and
gradually gaiving ground,—be persist-
ed in,—1t will not be long before the
whole Masonic fabric will become
thoroughly Deistical, and a school of
scoffers against everything divine. I
uge strong language in dealing with
this part of the subject, and know I
am touching on delicate ground,
handling matter which is generally
let alone, and passed over in silence.
But I believe the position of Templary
on this continent requires plain speak-
ing, although these things are gener-
ally distasteful. But, when I read
and consider the remarks in the
Foreign Correspondence, and private
reports from Preceptories of the con-
duct of some of the members, which,
to say the least of it, is manifestly
irreverent to our most sacred religious
principles, and the teachings of Tem-
plary perverted into a school of
scoffers and infidelity, I canunot be
silent. The old saying should not be
forgotten, “He is the schismatic who
causes the schism.”

THE ORDE. IF MALTA.

I bave been somewhat surprised at
the extraordinary misconception there
appears to exist about the Order of
Malta. One writer. in the Foreign
Correspondence report, asserting that
it was a firaud to introduce it in con-
nection with Templary. This remark
may be correct as regards the Ameri-
can system, but it is a strange perver-
sion of historic facts, for there is not
a shadow of & doubt that the cere-
monies of our Templar Order have
been preserved and handed down to
us through “The Order of St. John,”
and it is from the combined or united
Orders of the “Temple and Malta”
that our modern system is derived, in
which connectionit is shownto have
always existed since the suppression
of the Templars. If the assertion were

made in reference to the *‘Red Cross,”
or “Babylonish T 1" of the American
Rite, it would be ‘e, that being a
“Persian” and Jewish degree, having
no reference whatever to the Christian
Orders of chivalry.

A connection did exist between the
old Templars and the “Red Cross” of
the ¢Constantinian Order of St.
George,” which a former Grand Mas-
ter of the Modern English Templars,
(Judge Waller Rodwell Wright), some
sixty years ago endeavored to estab-
lish in Malta; and to whose exertions
at the amalgamation of the English
Craft Grand Lodges in 1818, is due
the clause in the earticles of union
admitting an alliance between the
Orders of Chivalry and the Craft.

The only degree connected with our
Ritual of Malta is that of the “Medi-
terranean Pass” or “XKnight of St.
Paul,” and that is merely the prelim-
inary partof the ceremonial of Malta.*

OUT-DOOR DRESS.

I fail to see that the adoption of an
“‘out-door” costume, lately so largely
advocated, has anything deswrable in
it, excepting for the reasons assigned
at the time of its adoption in Canadsa,
—that of receiving and paying due
honor to our Uuited States brethren
whenthey visitus,and whomitisalways
a pleasure to welcome.

*Its historic origin arose from this cir-
cumstance:—‘“After the loss of Acre, the
Order of §t. John and the Templars took
refage at Limisso, in the Isle of Cypras.
‘When the former Order resumed 1ts Hos-
pitaller functions to such pious adventarers
as still repaired to the Holy Land, and the
few vessels the Order had at its disposal
were employed to carry Piigrims from
Earope to the Syrian coast, these vessels,.
partly manr2d by the Enights, visited the
chief ports of Italy and Frar-e, and took
on board the devotees whe were anxious
to obtain iheir convoy. Tuis truffic com-
ing to the knowledge ot the Corsairs of
Egypt and Tanis, who had begun to swarm
in the Levant, several of these rovers at-
tempted to intercept the squadron of the
Oxder.”

Such was the origin of the naval arma-
ments, which afterwards obtained such
regpect for the *White Cross” flag of St.
John.—{See Satherland’s Knights of Malta,.
page 236.)
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Bat I look upon it as a most lament-
able thing to clothe ourselves in the
fashion of the ¢“American Army,”
gince it can only mean a desire for
public parades, and these, according
to our old-world ideas, are much to
be deplored, partaking as they do
entively of a dramatic character,—
playing at soldiers, to the exclusion of
the true object and spirit of the
«United Orders.”

With regard to the change, it may
be argued, that had the old Chivalric
Order continued in a direct descent, it
would have altered its costume ac-
cording to the fashion of the day and
the requirements of the times and
society; but, on the other hand, we do
not profess to follow the actual lives of
the original body further than to carry
out their rules and teachings in a
spiritual and moral sense; so that
military displays are utterly out of
place. The ancient dress is exceed-
ingly graceful, and I hope in the Bri-
tish Dominions we shall alwayskeep it
as the distinctive badge of the Order.

T regret to find that, in violation of
the statutes, some Preceptors are very
negligent in allowing their members
to attend the meetings without the
white mantle, and have also adopted
the peculiar insignia of the United
States. This was never intended or
thought of when permission wasgiven
for an “out-door dress.” After all,
these matters are but pretty play-
things for us children of a larger
growth.

Bat, to say the least of it, innova-
tions of this kind, by the adoption of
the entire insignia and American
militis, uniform of their Templars, in
a British Province, is to my mind in
~7ery bad taste, and as much & viola-
tion of our vows and statutes as in
other matters. The fundamental law
seems to be quite forgotten,—thai
«“Whosoever shall keep the law, and
g]elt ’oﬁ'end-in one point, is guilty of

In the By-laws of oane Preceptory a
fac-simile copy- of the American uni-
form, with thelr “Burial Service,” is

introduced, -under my signature of

.approval.. This I mosf distinctly ob-

ject to, or any other unsuthorised
innovation, so calculated to destroy
the uniformity of our system. We
bave no burial service, nor is it at all
necessary. The solemn, appropriate,
and beautiful one of the Craft being
all sufficient. This desire for change
is but the offspring of vanity and love
of show and parade, and fully exem-
plifies the introduction of the ¢thin
edge of the wedge,” as opening the
way to further innovatjons.

INFRINGEMENT ON THE SACREDNESS OF
THE BALLOT.

It is with pain I feel called upon to
notice reports and complaints made
to me dwing the past year, of prac-
tises utterly at variance with all the
principles of honor and teachings of
Masonry, which I did not think it
possible could exist. I vefer to per-
sonal disputes and ill-feeling prevail-
ing in some Preceptories, which hag
led to the underhand and most dis-
honorable action of taking advantage
of the “Secret Ballot” to blackball all
candidates brought forward, not from
any fault as to their character or
merits, but from personal dislike and
spite towards the Ruler of the Precep-
tory, or the individual member who
proposed the candidate. Such acts
are most base and unmanly, and if
substantiated that individuals have
boasted that they did so, or intended
to do so, subjects the offenders to be
ignominiously expelled and not tolex-
ated in any society.

DECISION ON CEARGES PREFERRED

AGAINST A MEMBER.

The question has been asked me:
«If a frater who has charges preferred
against him nnbecoming a member of
the Order, and which have been laid
before the Council of the Preceptory,
and by them investigated and sus-
tained, is eligible to vote or speak on
any subject connected with the wel-
fare of the Preceptory, whilst such
charges are under consideration?” I
have decided that smuch frater i3 not
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¢ligible to take any part in the pro-

seedings until these matters are satis-

factorily cleared np.

OF THE DIFFERENT RITES IN THE MA-
SONIC SYSTEM.

I do not intend, nor am I prepared,
to join in any confroversy,or disputes,
which at present disturb the harmony
and is fast destroying .the amity of
the Masonic system in Canada, by
giving the prefcrence to onpe rite or
degree more than another, or to.please
;he faney or prejudices of the thought-

ess.

The most judicious course appears
to be that of non-interference, these
xites and degrees professing, as they
do, to be founded on Masonry. If
good, they will live; if noi, die; bub
opposition only keeps them alive if
bad. The spread and desire for so
many new degrees, so eagerly sought
after, only proves the ygreat faet, viz:
«“That the human mind when left to
its own guidance, is far more capti-
vated with baubles and external deco-
rations than with plain, homely,
simple truths.” One great objection
to this multiplication of degrees and
rites is the number of useless OB'S
they entall, for no defined or useful
purpose, but tending a good deal to a
flippant .nd irreverent use of God's
word offensive and injurious to reli-
gion, besides engendering a feeling of
exclusiveness towards the regular de-
grees of the Craft, creating anything
but the cosmopolitan liberal views
which it is the object of Masonry to
inculcate. Masonry is supposed to
be a Brotherhood of affection and
kindly sympathy; without if, what
pleasure can there be in belonging to
1t?

Our neighbors of the United States
set us an example well worthy of imi-
tation, where all the aclmowledged
degrees are worked in a kindly bond
of union.

Thus, members of the Craft Grand
Liodge, whoare Royal Arch }Masons,
snd Templars, as also of the A. & A.
8. Rite, 88°, attend the meetings of
the several governing bodies, assisting

at the working of eich and ¢arrying
out the brotherly bond of union in it§
fullest extent.

The Craft Grand Liodpes, the ruling
power of all Masonry, wisely docs ntt
interfere with the disputes of any one
rite more than another, conpsidering
such'a course beneath their ¢ nity;
While, on the other hand, the qu srrels
of the “Hauts Grades” has become #
by-word, and laughed at as the “War
of the Rites.”

ENFORCED MEMBERSHIP.

I cannot understand or coincide
with the views entertained and carried
out by many in the “High Grade”
system, as regaxrds membership.
‘What can be more unjust and tyran-
nical, or contrary to all kindly Masonie
Fraternal feeling, in ¢he case of & brother
who, from peculiar circumstances, or
private yeasons, rasigns all connection,
and that with the consent of the body
to which he belonged, and his name
struck off their roll of membership,
but who afterwards joins a body of
the same kind differently governed?
On what grounds of »ight can the
body he bag left, assert any claim to
interfere with Lisactions, and inclina-
tions, and by the assumption of an
unjustifiable aunthority, endeavor to
injure his Masonic character, by pro-
fessing to expel him from a society to
which *“%ie does notbelong?” Itcertainly
looks more like petty revenge for some
supposed affront, than the more digni-
fied course of ¢ Masonic Charity,” to
pass over in silence a presumed fault
as unworthy of notice. :

This system of denouncing all who
do not join in the opinions, and ars
opposed to the views of the Ruless
that be, has in it more of the charac-
ter of the “Inquisition,” than the char-
itable doctrines of Cosmopolitan Free-
masonry, and is particularly observ-
able when objections are made to
those joining other bodies of the same
kind, who never were connected with
them, thus asserting cont-ol over the
right of freedom of thought and
acsion. It is very evident that this
pretentious attempt at exclusiveness
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and. interference, has been the main
cgosp of the formation of so many
Supreme Councils, the close borough
system being repugnant to the feel-
ings, generally, of the Masonic Brother-
hood, who would wish to see it thrown
open to every good brother desirous of
obtaining the degrees.

Every Master Magson has a perfect
right to judge for himself ag to what
rites and degrees in Masonry he may
choose to join, or reject, and an equal
richt to sever all connection with
them.

The “mali ergo,” lies in this fancied
superiority, interference and infring-
ment of established Masonicrigh:s and
usages,—a false and narrow policy,
the more ridiculous, when we con-
sider that, as a rule, in civil life, little
or no honor is accorded to Masonic
dignities, and the less conspicuous
they are made, the more will they be
appreciated. No rank whatever is
acknowledged outside the Masonic
world.*

*Tt will not do to analyze the origin of
the High Grade System too closely, or the
nature of all the degrees, which is well ex-
pressed in the sentence:—*“Non bene junct-
urum discordia ‘semina rerum.” Pagenism,
Jadeism, and Christianity, the latter in
some jurisdictions sadly perverted, by the
Universalists forming a Christianity of
their own.

In the United States, the A.and A. S.
R., 339, is indebted to the philosophical,
and scholarly researches, and undoubted
Masonic knowledge of Bro. Albert Pike,
the Chief of the Southern Jurisdiction,
who mainly brought the rite into notice.
Muach alse is due to the venerable Bro. Dr.
Robert Folger, of New Yo, now in his
eighty-first year, whose Christian Trinita-
rien principles, and advocacy of them in
Masonic circles, is wellknown.

Dr. Folger's history of the rite is one of
the most valnable published, although the
disputes as ¢ the aunthority and legitimacy
of the different Supreme Councils haslagtely
brought him under the bun of the Northern
Jurigdiction, which he has fully explained
in‘his published “Rerry.” But these dis-
putes of our neighbors are purely lozal
matters, and had rmuch better be settled
amongst themselves withouft our inter.
fercnce.

‘When the A. and A. S. Rite, 33°,wasin-
troduced into England, from the Northern

THE HAUTS GRADES AND TEMPLAR ORDER.

- In my capacity of Great Prior, I
consider I have a perfeet right to acb
for the benefit of the Templar Order,
without eny interference or dictation
whatever; and no right fo drag in any
prejudiced feelings from other Magonic
bodies against any member of it, wha
may in my judgment be considered
worthy of preferment, and whom Iknow
to be a good and faithfal brother,
standing up manfully for the Order,
therefore deserving of distinction. I
cannot help saying there appears a
desire amongst a few to ignore Temp-
lary, and attempts have been made to
prejudice the Craft from joining it, as
it is not necessary to be a Templar or
Royal Arch Mason to gain access to
the “High Grades,” a separate and
distinet branch from the “English
Rite” of Freemasonry.*

the arrangement of the system was materi-
ally altered, and numerous degrees notcon-
ferred or even communicated. The Rite,
commencing with the 189, the Templar
Rose Croix, from it to the 30°, the
Templar Kadosh—passing over all inter-
mediate degrees, considered of no account
whatever—completing the Rite with the
31st, 32nd, and 33rd degrees, fwo of the lasi
being legislative. On the formation of the
Supreme Council for Canada, in 1874, some
of the other degrees were added.

Our late lamented Bro. Harington,
Chief of the Supreme Conncil, was in
possession of nearly all the various
*“Hauts Grades,” and was a devoted Tem-
plar, whose generous, large and great heart,
did not admit of any jealousy between the
allied bodies founded upon Masonry.

I record these remarks, as having the
best right to speak plainly, that my viewa
may not be mistaken. The A. and A. S.
Rite, with other Rites and Degrees, bein;
introduced into Canadaby me. I may ad
that when acting asDeputy Inspector-Gen-
eral, 33° forEngland, Xinifasted the present
Ruler of the Supreme Council of Canada
into the Rite, who is himself & Templar.

*This antagonism is no new thing, for if
we examine the old statutes of fhe A. & A,
S. Rite 832, in England, it will be found
that 50 averse weore the Supreme Council
when it was first established and the Rose
Croix and Kadosh of the Templar Order
transferred to it, of holding any connection
or alliance, that candidates at the time of
being admitted to the Rite were allowed to
wear the jewels of any Mesonic rank they

Jurisdiction of the United States, in 1835, | had obtained excepting that of the Temp-~
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‘In the original form of the Modern
Templar Order in England the “Rose
-Croix” (now the 18° of the A. &. A.
S. Rite) was the one step above the
Templar installation, followed by the
Templar <“Kadosh” (now the 80°).
All Encampments of the Templar
Order in Englend being qualified to
give them, and the emblems were en-
graved on the certificates issued
prior to 1851, some of which are now
in my possession.

GENERAL REMARKS.

I have thus endeavored to demon-
strate that the whole system of Free-
masonry was changed, both in doctrine
and government, about the time ¢“An-
derson " completed his Constitution,
A.D. 1728.

In the reply of Bro. Carson, of
Ohio, to the editor of the London
Freemason, of 28rd Februery, 1882,
(see Crarrsuan for December) “that
there is no available evidence of any
dissatisfaction amongst the brethren at
the time of the revival,” should be
carefully read. The historical refer-
ences he gives, carry conviction, and
plainly show that dissatisfaction did
exist at the radical changes made
from the old Constitutions.

There is no doubt in my mind, the
further we go back in our researches

lars. The idea being to absorb Templary
into the Rite and reduce the number of
Aasonic degrees, but this, as well as the
subsequent attempt to changs the Templar
system into the mock belief of *Chivalry,”
where chivalric notions do nof exist, was
also o failure. XIn Canada this exclasive
system will not do. 'What might be done,
and what was suggested to me a few years
ago by one of the most learned and raliable
authorities of the Rite in the United States
of Americs, was, an alliance Masonically
between the British system of Templary
and the A.& A. 8. Rite 33°, in Canada.
Thus, & Frater of the Temple o rank
equal with the 30°, or Kadosh; a Precep-
tor with the 329©; Provincial Priors and
Great Officers with the Supreme Council
83°. A union of this kind would tend
more to esteblish o proper Masonic feeling
of amity between the old established and
recogunized rites, and cement them together,
than all the coercive measures and edicts
now considered necessary to adopt.

into the history of -the Craf, the-
facts are apparent that the roore fan-
cifal, exclusive and Christien, are- its
teachings. The cosmopolitan phase,
I am satisfied, is the wmost modern
part of Freemasonry. The old Build-
ers—The Rosecrucians,—the Her-
metic Philosophers, liks the Templars,
were Christians and Truitarians, in
the strictest sense of the term ; andif
we could get at the earliest »ituals of
the Royal Arch, I believe we should
find that these doctrines were incul-
cated in the Chapters that were
formed about the middle of the last
century.

Let me not be misunderstocd. I
do not favor anmy change; as far
as the system of Free and Ac-
cepted Masonry is concerned, it
should never be tampered with, or
any attempt made to change its long,
firmly established, and acknowledged
Universal Creed, which has proved to
work so well as a bond of union be-
tween man and his brother-man of
different counfries, denominations,
and stationsin social life, requiring no
commendation from me, fully agree-
ing with Bro. Carson, that ¢ I would
not do so if I could.” But I un-
hesitatingly affirm, that the changes
attempted to be made, by introducing
the same doctrines into Templary,
totally perverts the Order, and
desiroys its orthedox Christian
character, original basis and intention,
and should at all times, and every-
where, be denounced.

Fratres, as & Master Mason of very
many years standing, I have given
much atiention and study to its his-
tory, and have passed through the
ordeal in search of ‘¢ hidden treasure,”
but found I had been groping in the
dark, expecting to find some occult
science, the explanation of some phil-
osophical problem, and bringing to
light some remendeous secrets, in
all of which I was disappointed, until
the true meaning of Templar Masonry
was placed before me, in all its sim-
plicity, purity, and sublime besuty;
then my anxiety ceagsed. I hed been
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looking in a wrong direction, and for
that which was %ot to be found.

For this reason, I revece the Order
of the Temple, as taught in the British
Dominions, not because it represents
the once famousreligious and military
confraternity of that name in the
middle ages, but because it holds up to
the view of its members the erucifiz-
ion, death, resurrection, and escensi n,
of Jesus, the Lord and King of Glory,
and the Prince of Peace, teaching the
Divinity of Christ, and Trinitarianism
of the God-Head. Need I add—“The
object, the end, the result, of the great
speculations of antiquity, was the
ultimate annihilatiou of evil, and res-
toration of man to his first state, bya
Redeemer, a Messiah, 8 Christos,—the
incarnate Word. This is what we

“learn from ¢ Mesouranee,” where
the great Masonioe secret is to be found.
My views on these subjects, no doubt,
will be looked upon as those of a
visionary enthusiast, and I am well
aware, have already been commented
upon as expressing extreme opinions
considered Utopian, and even bv some
of “The Wise of this advanced age,”
a8 the childish dreams of senility,
being quite contrary toall pre-conceived
ideas of Masonry. It may be s0? but
I have the consciousness of their abso-
lute TrUTH, and do not flinch or swerve
from any criticism that may be offered,
or give up the precious doctvines I
advocate.

CONCLUSION.

The able and clear remarks of the
learned ex-Grand Master, Dr. Gra-
ham, of the Quebesc Grand Liodge, in
hig admirable and exbaustive address
of January last, renders "it unneces-
sery for me to add anything further
a8 regards the different rites and de-
grees of Masonry. I fully concur
with him in all he has stated, and
assert that the Hnglish (York) Rite
comprises everything that is wuseful
and necessary to know in Modern
and Ancient Freemasonry. To those
‘who do not fully assent to the ortho-
dox principles and dogmos of the
Christian religion, let them stop at

the Royal Arch—the compleiion of
Modern Masonry; but to the Christizn
Mason the United Orders of the
Temple and Malta contain in the old
dootrines all that can be desired or is
worthy of investigation. There is no
new principle or information to be
found in any other rite. It may be
traly eaid of them ‘“Cui Bono?” At
the same time the “Masonic student”
will learn from the Hauts Grade: that
there are vestiges ieft of the “Tacred
Mysteries.” The Magonry of to-day
evidently originated from them as far
u8 the basis is concerned, but the true
expinnation is utterly lost, and rve-
placed by the fancies of dreamers and
follies of mer, who, not satisfied with
the primitive degrees and dodtrines,
have manu.zctuared new ones in such
numbers that there is no room for
more, many of these tending, if not
carafully controlled, tomaterialism and
infidelity.

Fratres, accept my best thanks for
your patient attention, and may the
watchwords of Masonry,—Brotherly
Love, Relief, and Truth be ever our
guide; trusting with faith in the
Templar's oreed, belief in the Great
Captain of our salvation.

V. D.%S. A.

+ Wa, 4. B. MacLieop Mooze,
G.C. T,
Great Prior of Canada.
“Prioral House,” St. John’s, East Province
of Quebeo, July, 1883.
[ O

The election of Grand Hierophant
for the Rites of Memphis and Mizraim,
caused by the death of General Gari-
baldi, will tdke place next month.
M. W. Bro. Giam. Pessina, M. W. G.
M., of the Sovereign Sanctuary of
Italy, will, in all probability, be nom-
inated. .

The Cryptic Rite in Canada is not
flourishing as itshonld. The degraes
are insiractive as well as beautiful,
and well worthy of & better support
from Royal Arch Easons.
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It is a very romarkable faot, ex-
plein it a8 you will, how very little is
done for msthetic and oultured Freo-
masonry by the greatest of all Ma-

sonic bodies, the Grand Lodge of

England. Its history, its progress,
its prosperity, its prestige are marked
by such signal tokens of success and
outcome a8 distinguish no other Ma-
sonic jurisdiotion in the world, and
yet, strange to say, all that has been
effected to improve the ‘siaple,”
whether of Magonic cersmonial and
studies, or literary developement and
refined tastes, has come from boneath,
not from above, from individosalism
not from the aggregation, from the
provinces rather than the metropolis.
When some years ago our excellent
Bro. John Havers sought to induce
Grand Lodge to lend money to pro-
vincial bodies and lodges generally to
encourage the building of Masonic
halls, his most seasonable and sen-
sible proposal was “pooh, pook’d” by
stolidity and ‘red tape” combined.
The provinces at this hour possess
halls and buildings not then dreamt
of in the philosophy of good metro-
politan Freemasonry, and meny
lodges in their zeal for a becoming
performance of our time-honored
ritual have taken uwon themselves
burdens heavy to bear. And, se, oo

as regards all maftters whish tend fo
a literary and cultured development
of English Freemasonry. FEven pow
the English Grand Lodge is without
% library worthy of the name.
Though & library exists, few know of
it; hardly any, except one or two en-
thusiastic students, ask to see & book.
There is no accessory of, comfort at-
tending it, no encouragement to
study; no means of sitting down
quietly and conveniently to collate or
study Masonic works, whether MS. or

printed. Thero are some few curious,.
one or two unique volumes in our so-
called Grand Lodge library, but to
the™~ great majorily of Freemasons
they are soaled books, the library is.a
‘“terra incognita,” and any question
of serious Masonioc study or carefnk
Masonic research becomer a hopeless
unreality. No ides of a Masonia
mugenm ever formerly appeared fo
enter the minds of any of us, though
namerous wonld be its uses, great its
good, arnd remarkable its results.
Loving-oups and medals, jewels and
certificates, seals and emblems, old
warrants and ancient charters, all
would fill & museum, and & not-for-
gotten exhibitiop at York demon-
strates forcibly what zeal can do and
care osn acocomplish. The present
Grand Seoretary has sought season-
ably to teke away such a reproach
from the headquarters of English
Freemasonry, and has been for some
time collecting specimens and rari-
ties of various kinds. After the very
foroible remarks of Bro. the Rev. J.
8. Brownrigg, P.G. C., at the conse-
oration of the Strand Lodge, we hope
that an impetus will be given to a
most desirable movement and &
landable change.—London Freemason.

The Repository argues ib is all right
to expend three millions of dollars on
the Terplar Crusade in California.
We agree, if the Sir Knights would
only illustrate their devotion to the
Order by some practical work. Lef
eack Templar that goes there give
twenty dollars towards & Templar
Benevolent Fund, and then we mighb
say it is all right. 'We cannot, how-
ever, quite agree to it at present.

A gtrong pressure is being brought
to bear upon M. W. Bro. D. Spry,
Grand Master of Canada, to issue his
official edict against the XEnglish
lodges in Montreal. The Zetland-
Wilson treaty should be at least
formally amended.

The Hebrew Leader favors the Mys-
tic Shrine at which The Corner Stone
was 8o indignant.
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The Gavadion Gvaflsmm,
Port Hope, July 15, 1888,

GREAT PRIORY AND INDEPEN-
DENCE.

The recent assembly of the Great
Priory at Ottawa, was probably the
most important that has been held in
the Dominion for years. The nddress
of the Great Prior was learaed and
able as usual, and the cheerful,
rendy, prompt, and manly menner in
which he yielded to the wishes of the
Canadian Fratres with regard to in-
dependence will long be remembered.
“This question of Independencs, which
at one time threatened fo actunally
esuge 3 disruption of Great Priory,
was settled amicably and wunani-
mously.

Now, we do not wish to extol one
Sir Knight to the defriment of an-
other, but in this instance it will not
be unbecoming on our part to give
due praise to the Great Chancellor,
R. E. Sir Knight Daniel Spry, who,
through good report and evil report,
has been the unflinching advocate of
a peaceful and harmonious separation
from BEngland. This, after years of
labor and strenunous opposition, he
has accomplished without an oppos-
ing vote and with the consent of the
Great Prior, Col. W.J. B. MacLeod
Maoore. )

That this movement will give an
impetus to Templary in this country
we do not doubt. Up to this period
there has been a feeling of uneasi-
necs, uncertainty, and dependence,
which fo a great extent militated
against the welfare of the Order; now,
however, we can turn to our Greab
Chencellor and thank him for the

courteous and fraternel spirit he dis-
played towards his adversaries, and
congratulate him in winning over by
reason and argument those who were,
at one time, bitterly opposed to the
movement.

The independence of Great Priory
does not prove that the Templars of
this country love England less, but it
illustrates the fact,—they love Canada
more. They desire to conduct every
branch of Masonry in this Dominion
on a separate and independent basis,
and this cutting of the Gordian knot
does not mean or signify in the least
any disloyalty to our future king, H.
R. H. the Prince of Wales. The fol-
lowing is an outline of the address to
the Great Prior upon the subject:—

GREAT PRIORY OF CANADA.
To the M. E. the Qreat Prior:

The special committee appointed 2t the
last annual assembly of the National Greas
Priory, for the purpose of taking into con-
sideration the question of the independence
of the National Great Priory of Canada,
beg leave courteously and muanimously to
report that, with the consent and acquies-
ence of the M. E. the Great Prior, they
recommend Great Priory to request and
suthorize the M. E. the Great Prior to
prepare and forward to H. R. H. the Prince
of Wales, the Supreme Grand Master of
Convent General, an humble address, pray-
ing: Inasmuch ag the Great Priory has thig
day unanimously declared in the revision of
the Statutes its authority in and through-
out the Dominion of Caneds over all bodies
of the Order of the Temple and appendant
Degrees, and your committes recommend
that the M. E. the Great Prior do address
His Royal Highness the Grand Master that
he will be graciously pleased to absolve this
Greast Priory and all Officers and Fratres
members thereof, from their obligations of
fealty to him as Supreme Grand Master,
g0 thal this Great Priory may be enabled
fully and without doubt to_ affirm and
meintain the position which it has taken
upon itself as an independent Grreat Priory .
of the Order of Bnights Templar and sap-
pendant Degress, ab the same time grate-
fully expreasing our knightly obligatiens to
His Royal Highness and to Convent Gen-
exal, for all the courtesies and favors which
we, as members and officers of the Order
of the Temple in the Dominion of Canade,
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have heretofors received from His Royal
Highness, and from all the officers of the
Quder in the United Kingdom; and at the
same time earnestly desiring that the rela-
tions of this Bovereign Great Priory to-
wards the sister Great Priories in Great
Britain and Ireland, and with the sister

General Grand Encampment of the United |-

States of Amerioca, and the Grand Com-
manderies of the several States; and desir-
ing to unite and be more i.simate and
binding than heretofore with all Fratres
throughout the world, that the Most High
may evermore beastow his blessing upon us
and upon all members of our beloved Order
whithersoevor dispersed.
Al of which is respectfally submitted.

THE IMPERIAL GRAND COUNCIL
GENERAL OF THE HOLY
EMPIRE.

This body is the Supreme and
Sovereign Body for the world of the
Rites of Memphis and Mizraim, and
is composed of the Grand Masters
General and Past Grand Masters
General of the variows Soversign
Sanotuaries. There are some Bodies
of the Rite that prefer to remain
isolated and independent, but we are
glad to note that the Sovereign Sanc-
tuary of Canada is not amongst these,
and that it duly acknowledges the ne.
cesgity of unity, and the advisability
of having & powerful and representa-
tive appellate body. The following
are the Grend Officers elected and
appointed up fo present date:—

M. Iil. Bro. the Count Chevalier
Jean Baptiste Pessing, 88°, 97°, 90°,
Naples, Italy, Imperial Grand Master
(General.

M. 1L Bro. Geo. Canning Longley,
88°, 96°, 90°, Prescott, Ont., Imperial
Grand Marshal.

_ M. Ill. Bro. Robert: Ramsay, 88°,
96°, 90°, Orillia, Ont., Imperial Grand
Chamberlain.

M. DL Bro. Gaptain Constantine

HMotion, 88° 96°,90°, Bucharest, Rou-

mania, Imperiel Grend Minister of
State. ‘

M. Ill. Bro. W. B. Lord. 88°, 96°,
90°, Uties, N. Y., Imperial Grand
Treagsurer General.

M. Ill. Bro. Andrc de Dominioco,
88°,96°, 90 °, Hapley, Italy, Jm-
perial Grand Chancellor General, pro
tem.

M. Tl. Bro. Genereux De Marinez,
88°,96°, 90°, Naples, Ifaly, Im-
perial Grand Secretary General.

The other offices will be shortly
filled up. It is gratifying to find thaé
this important Masonic organization
has elected for the successor of the
late lamented Geribaldi a Brother so
eatnest and enthusiastic us the Count
Chevalier Pessina, and that he has
geen fit to appoint two of the most
prominent Canadian Egyptian Masons
to such important positions in the
Supreme Grand Body.

EDITORIATL NOTES.

The Lybic Chain i8 a néw candidate
for Mesonic favors. We have not
geen it, but understend that it advo-
cates the Sovereign Sanctuary of the
Ancient and Primitive Rite for the
United States, presided over by Dr.
Mott.

The Freemasons' Chronicle of the
7th inst., is the first number of ifs
eighteenth volume. We wish it all
success, and only hope that it will
yet endeavor %o exert its influence o
support the true principles of Mason-
ry in Ontario, Quebec,and New South
Wales. Heretofore it hag not.

‘We régret to notice thet through
some inadvertence on the part of the
editor of the Masonic Review, under
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the heading of “Canada,” on poge
388, there is an nocount of the bogus
so-oalled Grand Lodgs of Ontario, an
drganization mnot resognized by a
single Grand Lodge on the faco of
the enrth. 'We know our learned
Brother must have allowed co dam-
aging a paragraph to have been pub-
lished by mistake, as this body is
thoroughly spurious and unworthy of
tnention in any respectable Magonio
Jjournal. It wes formed, as every-
body knows, by & few members of a
dissafisfied lodge under dispensation,
.and has been built up by & scandalous
. system of canvassing.

Masontc Trura.—We are in receipt
of Masonic Truth, & semi-monthly
paper published at Boston. From &
-careful perusal of its pages, we are
pleased to note that it is the bold
-exponent of advenced biberal views, and
isnot afraid to call “a spade a spade,”
.and denounces the Graund Lodge of
Massachusetts for its recent effort to
thandicap”  Freemasonry in that
State. It enters very fully into the
sohisms of the Scottish Rite, and ex-
poses the presumptuous pretensions
of the Northern Jurisdiction in the
most oufting manner. It advocates
the Supreme Council presided over
‘by Bro. Dr. E. de la Granga, of Hotel
St. .Omer, Boston, Mass. We wish
Masonic Truth every success.

Tar Scormse Rite m Bosron.—
Massachusetts Consistory, owing
allegiance to the Supreme Council,
Northeérn Jurisdiction, has this. year
admitted fifty-one to membership.
The Boston Consistory, under the
‘Cerneau-Peckham Suprems Couneil,
and the Consistory under the Cer-

neau-Hopkins-Thompuon  Suprome
Council, havc each admitted sbout
one hundred and fifty. The Sup.'eme
Couneil, presided over by Dr. k. de
la Grangs, of Hotel St. Omer. Boston,
Meass., has been fully orgenized, and
is ready for work.—Masonic World.
So much for the un-Masonic action
of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,
in endeavering to legislate for the
higher grades, and tyrannize over the
inherent rights of individual Masons.

Tee Masonte Worrp,—This is a
monthly periodical published by the
Masonic World Company, at Boston,
Mess. If is neatly gotten up, and is
a streng exponent of the Egyptian
Masonic Rite of Memplijs., It is op-
posed to the pretensions of the North-
ern and Southern Jurisdictions, and
will prove & strong and fearless advo-
cate of freedom in Masonry and the
inherent right of individuel Masonic
thought. The Grand Liodge of Mass.
has thus, by its un-Magonic action,
actually given an impetus to the
Memphis Rite, the Cerneau Bodies,
and the Supreme Council of Dr. E.
de la. Granga, and thus instead of
building up their pet Palmer’s Su-
preme Council, have actually stirred
its rivals into action. et the Ma.
sonic World advooate right and justice
and Masonic liberty, and it must
prosper. '

Guerrr.—Officors of Guelph Liodge, No.
258, installed by R. W. Bro. J. Scoon, on
the 25th June last:—W. Bro. J. Finlsy, L
P, M.; Bros. 3. A, Angell, W. M.; F. Locke,
8. W.; H. Mshoney, J. W.; S. 8. Walsh,
Ohkeaplein; W. Bro, — Finlay, Treas.; Broa.
Ches. Banting, Seo.; W. Marvoroff, 8. Ds
W. Stewaxt, J. D.; J. Wills, D. of C;; T.D.
Conway and J.J. Mehoney, Stewards; J.
Kennedy, Organist; R, O, L G.; —- Mur-
ray, Tyler.
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GRAND LODGE OF CANADA,

Grand Xaster’s Address.

The Grand Lodge of Caneada, A. F.
& A. M., opened in ample form at the
Opera Housge, Ottawa, on the 11th
ingt., M. W, Bro. Daniel Spry, Grand
Master, on the throne. The follow-
ing representatives from the Grand
Lodge of Quebec were in attendance
and were received with grand honors:
M.W. Bros. E. R. Johnson, Stanstead,
Grand Master; Dr. J. H. Graham, P.
G. M.; Geo. O. Tyler, P. G. M.; and
R. W. Bros. I. H. Stearns, Grand
Treasurer; J. Frederick Walker, D.
D. G. M.; Timothy Leet, P.D. D. G.
M.; F.A.Crossby, P.D.D.G.M. The
Grand Master of Quebec acknowl-
edged the compliment paid to the
Grand Lodge of that Province in an
eloguent and appropriate address, and
referred briefly to the conlinued in-
vasion of his territory by the Grand
Lodge of England, expressing the
hepe that matters would soon be ar-
ranged satisfactorily. He spoke en-
couragingly of the state of the Order
in Lower Canada. M.W. Bro. J. H.
Graham also delivered en address,
and was enthusiastically received,
this being his first visit to the Grand
Lodge of Canada since the formation
of the Grand Liodge of Quebec. The
Grand Master then delivered his an-
nual address, which is as follows:—

BreTEREN OF GRanD LiopGE:

Standing upon the threshold of a
new Masonic year, we may pause for
s moment, before commencing the
work which our hands will find to
do, and take a retrospective glanee
at the events which have ocourred,
and the progress which Masonry has
made in om jurisdiction since last
we met fo take counsel together.

The year which has gone has had its
pleasures and its trials, its doubts and
its difficulties, and yet, through all,
the sun of prosperity hes shone bright-
ly, and the future is full of hope.
Many heve been added to our ranks,
while here and there s gap tells of 8
well-beloved comrede who fought the-
good fight ere being called away to
the undissolving Lodge above. It
therefore - becomes those of us who-
have been spared, to return thanks to-
the Great Architect of the Universe,
for the proteoting eare and manifold
blessings which He has permitted us
to enjoy. That He will so guide our
deliberations that they may redound
to His glory, the benefit of the Fra.
ternity, and the good of mankind,
will, I am sure, be the heartfelt prayer
of every member of the Craft in this
mugh-favored land.

DEATHS.

We are again reminded of the un-
certainty of all earthly things, end-
are called upoa to mourn the depar-
ture of some of the prominent mem-
bers of the Order.

M. W. Bro. William Benjamin
Simpson, died at his residence, Co-
teau du Lae, Province of Quebes, on
Sunday, the 8rd June, 1888. He was
born, of English parentage, on the
26th July, 1818, at Augusta, then
in Upper Canada. He was initiated
into Freemasonry in Sussex Liodge,.
Rrockville, 2nd March, 1858, and
soon became an active and energetic
Craftsman, having held various offices
in the lodge of which he was & mem-
ber. He was present at the meeting
held at Niagara Falls, in July, 1855,
for the purpose of considering the
propriety of forming Provineial Grand
Liodges for Upper Canads, and at hig
suggestion it was decided to call a
convention which resulted in the ow-
ganization of a Grand Liodge at Ham-
ilton, on the 10th October, 1855..
M. W. Bro. Simpson was then electod
D.D. G. M. for the Central Distriot;.
in 1860 he was elected D. G. M., and
held that office until the 15th of July,.
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1864, when he was elected G. M., and
continued in office two years. He
wes buried with all the honors which
Masonry oan bestow, the funeral be-
ing conducted by the Grand Lcdge
of Quebec, attended largely by the
members of our Fraternity. M. W.
Bro. A. A, B8tevenson, P. G. M.,
kindly acted as my representative
and the representative of this Grand
* Liodge. Our late brother’s manage-
ment of the affairs of the Grand
Lodge during his term of office was
marked by the highest regard for the
principles of the Craff, and a firm
adherence to what he oonsidered
right. As a Freemeson he was re-
speoted; as a citizen he was honored
for his upright character and personal
worth, and in Grand Lio? se he will be
remembered with his respected pre-
decessors, M. W. Bros. W. M. Wilson,
‘W. H. Weller, and T. Douglas Hax-
ington.

R. W. Bro. Henry Turner died
Qotober 12th, 1882, At the time of
his death he was the representative of
this Grand Lodge, near the Grand
Lodge of New York. He was an
earnest Freemason and was highly
epteemed in the Grand Lodge of
which be was a member.

R. W. Bro. Thomas Matheson died
May 2nd, 1883. Hewas a P. M. of
Tuador Lodge, No. 141, ¥ itchell, and
D.D. G. M. of the Huron Distriot,
1868-69.

R. W. Bro. George L. Allen died
at Toronto, July 26th,1882. He was
a P. M. of Xing Solomon’s L.odge, No.
29, and D.D. G. M. Toronto District,
1856-57.

R. W. Bro. William T. Bray died af
‘Wingham, September 17th, 1882. He
held many offices in the Craft, and ab
the time of his death was Grand
Junior Warden. In company with
R. W. Bro. R. Raddliffe, D.D. G. M.,
and P. W. Bro. J. Ross Robertson,
the Grand Senior Warden, and other
members of the Craft, I attended his
foneral and assisted in performing
the last sad rites of the Fraternity.
Fow members of Grand Lodge had

more personal friends, or yore more
highly revered than our late brother.
R. W. Bro. Horace Merrill died
22nd May, 1888. Hewas a P. M. of
Dalhousie ILiodge, No. 52, Ottawa,
and Grand ounior Warden 1872.78.
V. W. Bro. Samuel White, Grand
Steward of Grand Lodge, died ab
Petorborough, September 1st, 1882,
He labored for the good of Masonry,
and was respected by his brethren.

ADDRESS TO THE QUEEN.

The Committes appointed at the
last Annual Commuviontion to pre-
pare an address to Her Most Gracious
Majesty the Queen, performed their
duty, 2and the address, beautifally en-
grossed, was takin charge of by M.
W. Bro. A. A. Stevenson, P. G. M.,
who, while on a visit to England, pre-
gented it through the proper channel.
Since that time we have all been
deeply pained to learn of the accident
which ocourred to Her Majesty, and
from which she is now happily recov-
ering. The painful rumors regard-
ing the state of her health alarmed
the millions of her loyal and loving
subjects, who revere snd love her for
being the best and noblest example
of what & Constitutional Sovereign
should be; while the good and pure
of all nations honor her for her many
virtres and noble life, and will join
with us in praying that God may be
pleased to spare her

Long to reign over us,

Happy snd glorious,
Gog Save the Queen!

NEW LODGES.

Dispensations for the formation of
new lodges have been granted as
follows :—

1. Qakville Liodge, Qakville, County Hel-
ton, 16tk Nov., 1882.

2. Lorne Lodge, Tamworth, County Ad-
dington, 6th March, 1883.

8. Craig Lodge, Deseronto, County Has-
tings, 15th Maxch, 1883.

4. Central Lodge, Essex Centre, Couanfy
Essex, 7th June, 1888,

DISPENSATIONS DECLINED.
I have.declined to grant Dispensa-
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tions for organizing new lodges as
follows:—

_Eo.bztem Star, Colebrook, County Ad-

gton,
Rodney, Rodney, County Blgin.
Windsgr, Windgor, Ooutxy:t? %gsex.

Garrison, Kingston, County Frontenac.
These applications I now place be-
fore Grand Liodgs, a8 I did not con-
sider the reasons assigned for opening
the proposed lodges sufficient to j 8-
ify meoin granting Dispensations, I
am of ovinion that we havs guile
enoug! lodges for all practioal pur-
Pposes, wud for the benefit of Freema-
gonry, except in new seotions of the
country, and that it is better to
strengthen and support those now
in existence than to weaken them by
organizing smail lodges in every sur-
rounding locality. As warrants to
military lodges have not been granted
herefofore, I consider it advisable to
speoially refer the application for &
Grarrison Lodge at Kingston to Grand

Lodge.

AMALGAMATION OF LODGES.

I approved on the 6th November,
1888, of the amalgamation of St.
James’ Lodge, No. 78, and St. Mary's
Lodge, No. 851, of St. Mary’s,and 1
would have approved of the amalga-
mation of Goderich Lodge, No. 83,
and Maitland Lodge, 112, of Goderich,
had the applications been made to
me, but as the papers are addressed
to Grand Lodge, I could not do so.

A Duplicate Warrant has been is-
sued to Franck Lodge, No. 127, to
roplace the original, which was de-
stroyed by fire on 27th ‘February,
1888; and a Dispensation has been
granted to Mystic Lodge, No. 278,
Roslin, authorizing a continuance of
work until Grand Lodge can direot
& new Warrant to be issued in place
of the original, which has been stolen.

SPECIAL COMMUNICATIONS.

Spesial Communications of Grend
Lodge have been held,

On September 26th, 1882, at Brig-
den, when Leopold Lodge, No. 897,
was constituted, conseorated and de-

dicated by R. W. Bro. N. J. Lindsay,
D.D.G. M,

On 18th May, 1868, at Eglington,
when the new hall of York Liodge,
No. 156, was dedicated and conse:
orated Ly R. W. Bro. Jobn Fisher,
D.D.G. M.

On the 18th June, 1888, when tha
corner stone of St. Jude’s Episcopal
Church, Ogkville, was laid by myself.

On tha 21st June, 1888, when tha |
corner stone of Chrieh Chnreh, Far-
mersviile, was laid by R. W. Bro. R. .
Walkem, D. D. G. M.

OFFICIAL VISITATIONS.

I have officially visited the follow-
ing lodges :——

Barton, No. 6, Hamilton; St. An-
drew's, No. 16, Taronto, to bo present
at a gathering of the old members of
that lodge ; Ionio, No. 25, Toronto ;
Corinthian, No. 96, Barrie; Kerr,
No. 230, Barrie ; Dorie, No. 816, To-
ronto; on the ocuasion of & visib to
Toronto of the members of Washing-
ton Lodge, Buffalo, Zetland, No. 826,
Toronto, and Alphs, No. 884, Park-
dale, to attend & conversazione given
by the latter lodge, when I was hon-
ored with an address of welcome.

Or the 27th December, 1882, I
attended a reception in Hamilton,
given in my honor, by the several
Iodges of that city, and was accom-
panied by M. W. Bro. James Seymour,
P. @ M.; R. W. Bros. Hugh Murrf}r,.
D.G. M.; Thomae Clark, D.D. G. M.;
. Mitchell, G. T.; J.J. Mason, G.
S.; Otto Kiotz, P. D.D.G.M,; J.B.
Nixon, P.D.D.G. M.; David McLel-
lan, P. G. S. W.; V. W. Bro. Henry
Bickford, Assistant Grand Secretary,
and a lurge number of members of
the Grand Liodge. About1,400ladies
and gentlemen were present at the
reception and enter‘ainment. An
address, beautifully uugioesed, was
presented to me, and the reception was
80 hearty and enthusiastic that I shall
long remember the kindness of my
Hamilton brethren. )

On the 11th January, 1888, & bali
was held at Guelph, under the aus-
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pices of the ofﬁoegs, of the drand
Lodge. I was unable to be preseni,
but R. W, Bro, Hugh Murray, D. G
M., attonded, socompanicd by R. W
Bros. Thomes Clark, E. Mitohell, J. J.

Mason, and other members of Grand | §

Liodge.

On the 28rd January, 1888, I at-
tonded & ball at Barrie, given under
the guspices of the officers of the
Grand Liodge. As a resident of that
town, I wag much gratified to have
present R. W. Bros. Hugh Murray,

. G. M.; Ottg Klotz, P.D.D.G. M.;

. J. Mason, Grand Seoretary; V. W.
Bro. C. W. Brown, Assistant Grand
Organist; and C. L. 8gndsrs, Grand
Pursuivant.

. On the 5th April, 1888, I visited
& lodge of instruction held by R. V.
3ro. L. G. Jaryis, D. D. G. M,, at

Strathroy. It was conduoted with
great ability, the work done being
correct in almost every  partioular,
The brethren of the district present
were much pleased with the in-
struction imparted, and expressed
their keen appreciation of the inde-
fatigable exertions of their D. D. G. M.
in his efforts to have the lodges in
his distriot properly worked.

COMMISSIONS.

T have made the following appoint-
ments :—R. W. Bro. B.T. Walkem,
D. D. G. M., 8t. Lawrence District,
on the 2nd November, 1882, in place
of R, W. Bro. J. H. Kenning, who
notified me of his removal from the
Province. R. W. Bro. James Green-
field, Grand Junior Warden, to fill
the vacancy cauged by the death of
R. W. Bro. W.T. Bray.

R. W. Bro. Sidney ¥, Walker, on
the 2nd November, 1882, ag our repre-
gentative near the Grand Lodge of
New York, to fill the vagancy ocaused
by the death of R. W. Bro. EH.
Torner. -

B. W. Bro. E, H. D. Hsall, has been
oppointed representative of the
Grand Lodge of Indian Territory,
near this Grand Lodge, in the place

NEW GRAND LODGES.

On the 8rd December, 1877, thq
Grand Lodge of New South Wales,
was formed by the accredited repres
gentalives of twelve lodges, four ¢f
rish, and eight of Scotch Register,
and the Hon. James Farnell was
elected Grand DMaster. rUpoz; oaras
fally examining the papers, I learn
that previous to the formation of the
Grand Lodge, all the lodges in the
colony were invited to meet in con-
vention, but although they did not alk
do so, those which met formed a
Grand Lodge. This Grand Lodgg
was not formed until after much con-
sideration had been given to the sab-
ject, ard after corresponding with the
Gre=d Lodges in this Dominion, if
followed the example of the Grand
Lodge of Canada, and organized in g
legal and constitutional manner &
Grand Liodge for the colony of New
South Wales. Ithasnow twenty-ning
lodges on its Register, and evidently
has before it a prosperous oareer. X
have much pleasure in recommending
its hearty recognition.

Arizona,—OQn the 28rd March,1882,
s convention was held at Tuscon,
Arizona, st which the acoredited re-
presentatives of four lodges were
present und formed a Grand Liodge.
Four of the lodges were on the Regig-
ter of Californis, and one on the
Register of New Mexico. The only
remaining lodge in the State did not
take part in the formation of the
Grand Lodge, but has singe given in,
its adhesion. I recommend the re-
cognition of this Grand Liodge.

Peru~—QOn the 25th Maroch, 1882,
the accredited representatives of five
lodges of York Rite Masons, which,
up to that time, had been under the
jurisdiotion of the Supreme Conneil
of 88rd A. A. 8. Rite, met and orgen-
ized the Grand Liodge.of Ancient. Frea
and Accepted Masons for the Republic
of Peru, and elected Antonio Arenas,
G. M. Oz the 15th May following.
the. Pravincial Grsud Loedge of Scot?

of R. W. Bro. Robert Ramsay, re-
mgned. .

land declared itself dicsolved, end fou_
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of the five lodges composing it gave
in their adhesion to the new Grand
Lodge; and the Supreme Council,
having surrendered all control over
Symbolic Lodges in Peru, approved of
the formation of the Grand Lodge. I
recommend the application for recog-
nition to your consideration.

Spain.—On the 4th of May, 1881,
the Grand Lodge of Spain was formed
by the representatives of & number
of Symbolic Lodges, and elected Juan
Antonio Perez, G. M. As there ap-
pears to be considerable confusion re-
garding the several Supreme Masonic
Bodies in Spain, it will be as well to
allow this application for recognition
to remain in abeyance wuntil we can
make farther enquiries, and are in
possession of such information as will
warrant us in recognizing the Grand
Lodge.

Mezxico.—A communicationhasbeen
received asking for the recognition of
the Grand Lodge of Mexico, but we
have nothing to show that this body
has been legally constituted.

BENEVOLENCE.

1 regret to observe that some of our
brethren are in the habit of finding
fault with Grand Lodge for accumalat-
ing a large amount of money, evident-
Iy under the impression that proper
regard is not given to applications for
assistance. As thisis an entire mis-
apprehension, it may be well to state
for their information that every pro-
per application for relief is promptly
responded to, and that Grand Lodge
expended in benevolence from 1867 to
1875, $82,886, and from 1876 to
1882, both years inclusive, $71,396.55,
or nearly $10,200 & year has been ex-
pended in aiding those requiring as-
sistance, daring the past seven years.
As the receipts of Grand Lodge are
less than $15,000 a year, omitting in-
terest on investments, and the expen-
diture over $15,000, it cen :asily be
seen that had the ‘spend-as-you-go”
policy been followed in the past, it
would have been fatal to the financial
standing of Grand Lodge at the pres-
ent time.

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE.
The Receipts of Grand Lodge for
year ended 31st May, 1883,
0.....$18,014 00
15,524 52

......

Excess of Receipts over Expendi-
ture ... eiiiiiiieiiiiian .. $2,620 38

Cash on hand the same date....$67,719 63
FIRE IN EINGSTON, JAMAICA.

In December last a circular was re.
ceived raaking appeal for aid for our
brethren who were suffering by the
calamitous fire which occurred at
Kingston, Jamaica, in December last.
After consulting with the Presidenf
of the Board of General Purposes,
and the President of the Committee
on Benevolence, it was deemed advis-
able to aid our distressed brethrenm
proraptly. A draft for £100 stg., or
$488,38, was senf to Jamaica on the
81st January last, and it has been
thankfully acknowledged.

IMPOSTORS.

My attention has been called to the
necessity which exists for exercising
greater caution in admitting visitors
to our lodges, and as the complaints
of too much laxity appear to be well
founded, I am of opinion that it would
be advisable to require every visitor,
who is not intimately known to the
members of the lodge he is about o
visit, to produce his Grand Lodge cer-
tificate, or a properly authenticated
certificate from the lodge from which
he is or was last & member.

INFRINGEMENT OF JURISDICTION.

Trenton Liodge, No. 8, Trenton,
Michigan, complains that Thistle
Lodge, No. 34, Ambherstburg, of our
jurisdiction, has conferred the degrees
of Masonry upon a resideni of the
jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of
Michigan. The particulars of this
case are not known to me. I directed
the Grand Secretary to ask for infor-
mation, and to assure the Grand
Master of Michigen that I trust noth.
ing may arise in connection with
this matter to disturb the harmony
existing between the Grand Bodies,
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to which communicetion & friendly
lotter has been received from the
Grand Seoretary of the Grand Lodge
of Michigan, stating that the whole
subjeet had been referred to the Grand
Master, from whom & communication
has aince been received, giving the
particulars of the case, and assuring
me of his desire to have the complaint
settled in a fraternal mananer.

Irving Liodge, No. 154, Lucan, has
initiated a candidate, claimed to be
within the jurisdiction of the Grand
Lodge of Oregon. This has been
done unintentionally, and without any
-desire of infringing upon the rights
of others. The gentleman initiated
was formerly a resident of Liucan, and
removed to Dallas City, Oregon, where
he resided for a time, when he again
returned to Liucan, but not with the
intention of becoming a permanent
regsident. Irving Liodge applied to
‘Wasca Liodge, No. 15, Dallas, Oregon,
for permission to initiate the candi-
date iuto Masonry, and received a
reply from the W. M. whick was un-
derstood to be the ersent of his lodge.
Asgsuming this ¢o be sufficient au-
thority, Irving Lodge initiated the
candidate. Of course the lodge at
Dellas could not legally give any such
authority, as such power rests alone
with the G. M. I have expressed my
regret fo the G. M. of Oregon that his
jurisdiction should have been inter-
fered with, and trust to have thismat-
ter satisfactorily and amieably ad-
justed, although the G. M. states that
he will not acknowledge the brother
initiated by Irving Lodge as & Mason
when he returns to the Staw of Qregon.
All the papers bearing on the case and
the action of the Grand Lodge of
Oregon, have been received and will
be placed before you.

INVASION OF TERRITORY.

On the 25th August last I was in-
formed that St. George Lodge, No. 440,
Registry of Englamd, had initiated
into Freemasonry a Mr. George W.
Hogarth, a resident of the oity of
Toronto, who had been balloted for

and rejected by Doric Lodgs, No. 816,
Toronto. As such sction is clearly &
violation of the jurisdictional rights of
this Grand Lodge, I directed the
Grand Secretary to bring the subject
under the notice of the Grand Master
of the United Grand Tiodge of Eng-
land. He accordingly forwarded the
foliowing letter:—

Grand Lodge of Canada,
Grand Secretary’s Offica,
Hamilton, Ont., Yth Oct., 1882.
To the Right Hon. Yord de Tabley, Re-
presentative cf the Grand Lodge of A.
F. & A. M. c. Janada, near the Grand
Liodge of England :

R. W. Sm axp Bre sBER,—I am directed
by the M. W. the Crand Master to request
you to bring unde - the notice of the Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of England the
action of St. George’s Liodge, No. 440, E. R.,
Montreal, in invading the territory of this
Grand T-odge by initiating into Masonry Mr.,
George 'W. Hogarth, a resident of the oity
of Toronto. Mr. Hogarth has been in the
employ of the North Western Telegraph
Co. and the Montreal Telegraph Co. during
the past ten years, and has resided during
that period in the city of Toronto, and he
is not now, and has not been at any time,
& resident of Montreal.

I enclose o certified extract from the
minutes of Doric Lodge, No. 316, Torento,
showing that Mr. Hogarth was proposed
on the 31st Dec., 1881, and was rejected
on the 18th Japuary, 1882.

Your early attention to this matter is re-
spectfully requested.

Y am, my Lord,
Yours Faithfully and Fraternally,
J. J. MASON,
G. Secretary.

In answer to which the following
letter has been received:—

United Grand Lodge of England,
Freemasons’ Hall, Great Queen 8%.,
London, W. C., 6th November, 1882.
R. W. Bro. J. J. Mason, Grand Secretary
Grand Lodge of Canada:

R. W. Sz XD BrOTEER,—Lord De Tab-
ley has transmitted to me your letter of
the 9th Qctober, in which you convey a
protest of the M. W. the Grand Master of
Canada against an alleged “Invasion of
Territory” of that Grand Liodge on the psrt
of the English Lodge, No, 440, Montreal,
by their initiating = gentleman, acknow-
ledged to have been many years in the em-
ploy of the Montreal Telegraph Company,
but stated to ba residing in Totonto, and
who had recently been blackbulled in a
lodge ir that town.
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Having laid this protest before the M.W.
the Grand Master of England, I am com-
manded, in reply, to remark that it is not
easy to understand how the expression
¢« Invasion of Territory  can beapplied ta a
oase where & person leaves the jurisdiction
of the protesting Grand Lodge and entering
that of another, is initiated therein. It
wounld obviously be inconvenient and im-
practicable for such a course to be declared
against Masonic law, as it would be clearly
impossible to lay dowa where to draw the
line. For example, suvposing the person
in question, instead of gring to Montreal
had proceeued to England, Ireland or Scot-
land, for & time, conld it be assarted that
he could not be made & Mason in those
countries? There is certainly no Masonic
regulation on this side of the water forbid-
ding it.

T am further to point out that it does
not in any way appear that the Montreal
lodge was at all aware that their candidate
had been black-balled in a Canadian lodge,
as stated in your enclosure, and consequent-
1y no blame can be attached to Lodge 440
on that account.

The M. W. the Grand Master of England
therefore, considering these facts, can only
regret that he is unable to coincide with
the view taken by the M. W. the Grand
Master of Canada on the matter in gnestion.

I remain, R W. Sir and Brother,

Yours Fraternally,

SHADWELL H. CLERKE, Colonel,
G. S., of England.
The unsatisfactory nature of this
reply did not lead to the hope that
anything could be gained by farther
correspondence, and decisive action is
evidently required to maintain the
dignity and wuphold the sovereign
rights of this Grand Lodge. If we
accept this letter as a declaration of
the Msasonic principles which guide
the Grand Lodge of England, 1t is
olear that they virtually deny the
right of this Grand Lodge fo ezercise
exclusive Masonic jurisdiction, within
end over our own territory. The
three English lodges in Montreal are
not now within our jurisdiction, and
whatever privileges they possessed
ander the terms of recognition as-
cepted by the Grand Lodge froxm the
Grand Lodge of England, these privi-
leges ceesed the moment the Grand
Todge of Quebec was formed, and
ere is now no justification for this

;

unwarranted violation of our territory,
The Grand Secretary of the Grand
Lodga of England, in his official com-
maunigation says, ¢ that it is not easy
tc understand how the expression
‘Invasion of territory’ can be applie®.
to a case where & person leaves the
jurisdiction of the protesting Grand
Lodge and entering that of another ig
initiated therein,” I cannof ses any
difficulty in understanding that the
term “Invasion of territory” is cox-
rectly applied to & case where mem-
bers of & lodge subordinate to the
Grand Liodge of England, make an
attack on the rights of another Grand,
Lodge by entering its territory end
seouring the rejected material of one
of its lodges, take the person thns
willingly captured within the territory
of another Grand Lodge and thera
make him & Mason. Not only is this
an invasion of the territory of Grund
Lodge, but it is also an injustice to
the Grand Liodge of Quebec, in making,
uge of itg territory to inflict an injury
upon & Grand Lodge with which it is.
on terms of peace and harmony, If
this Grand Lodge and the Grand
Lodges of British America and the
United States, allow the doctrine as
laid down by the Grand Secretary of
England to pass unchallenged, then
it may be questioned whether the
Masonic Grand Liodges on this con-
tinent do possess the powers, rights
and prerogatives which heretofore
they supposed they enjoyed. Breth-
ren of Grand Lodge, are you prepared
to allow residents of this Province to
be made Masons outside of your juris-
diction without your consent? I trusk
not. When this matter was brought
under my notice I proposed dealing
with it at once, but after further con-
sideration decided to leave to thé
Grand Lodge the settlement of so im-
portant a subjest. I may say, how-
ever, that I am of opinion that there
will be no permanent peace or har-
mony in Masonrygn Canada until alb.
lodges now holding Warrants from the
Grand Lodges of Great Britain have
given their allegiance to the Grand.
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Liodges of that part of the Dominion
in which they are situate.

BY-LAWS.

T have had the by-laws of many
lodges submitted during the year for
examination and approval. With but
oue or two exceptions, these by-laws
contained olauses which were not in
accord with the Constitution. The
by-laws of one lodge had a clause
which declared that upon a brother
being elected & Master he became an
honorary member without farther
action of the lodge. These errors are
due to a great extent to the desire of
some brethren to become law makers,
and so soon as they attain to po=i-
tion in a lodge they endeavor to ow -
turn the established order of things
and have their peculiar ideas carried
into effect. We have entirely too
much law-making and too Iany
changes in the by-laws of lodges, and
it would be much better for the Craft
generally if lodges would not permit
these ‘‘uneasy’’ brethren fo tinker the
by-laws now in force, many of which
are far superior to the amendmeuts
made to them.

LIFE MEMBERSHIP,

Many lodges have adopted by-laws
enabling brethren, on the payment of
o certain sum, to becomse life mem-
bers. This is an excellent provision,
and if generally adopted, would have
& tendency to prevent so many mem-
bers becoming non-affiliated Masons.

A GENEROUS GIFT.

The Secretary of the Hospital for
Sick Children, Toronto, has notified
me that R. W. Bro. J. Ross Robert-
gon, Grand Senior Warden, has
erected a building on the Island, op-
posite that cily, at & cost of $2,000,
as & convalescent home for sick child-
ron, to be called the “Lakeside Home
for Little Children.” The condition
upon which the grant has been made
is that children of members of the
Msasonic Fraternity shall be admiited
to the Hospital for Sick Children and
the “Lakeside Home” on the recom-
mendation of any of the following

members of the Craft, viz.: M. W.
Bro. J. A. Henderson, Kingston; M.
‘W. Bro. Daniel Spry, Barrie; R. W.
Bros. John J. Mason and David Me-
Lellan, Hamilton; R. W. Bro. George
S. Birrell, London; R. W. Bro. Joshua
@G. Burns, and V. W. Bro. Wm. J.
Hambly, Toronto. The liberality of
our brother is worthy of the highest
commendation, and shows how thox-
oughly he understands the principles
of Freemasonry in his endeavors to
soothe the affliction and relieve the
necessities of thiose nec "ing assistance,

GRAND OFFICERS.

I desire to thank the officers and
brethren generally for their generous
support and urniform kindness. To
the Deputy Grand Master, B. W. Bro.
Hugh Murray, I am indebteg for val-
uable aid in the discharge of the dnties
pertaining to my position. To the
Grand Secrstary, R. W. Bro. J. J.
Mason, I am under many and special
obligations for the prompt and effi-
cient performance of the duties of his
office, and for his constant exertions
to lighten the many difficulties of my
position.

Brethren of Grand Lodge.— The
Masonic year which we are about en-
tering will bring with it its duties and
responsibilities, and I feel agsured thaf
whoever may be chosen for the varioug
positions in the gift of the Grand
Lodge, they will conscientiously en-
deavor to discharge them in such &
way as will best promote the interests
of the Craft. 1haveendeavored to do
my daty faithfully and impartially,
and in such a way as to merit your
approval, and hope I have been fo
some extent successful. In conclu-
sion, we may congratulate ourselves
that the principlez of Masonry, which
animate and inspire us to noble efforty
as citizens of the Commonwealth and
members of the Fraternity, are taking
deep root in the minds and hearts of
the people of our happy land, for
wherever Christianity and civilization
go hand in hand, there will be found
the germs of Masonie fellowship,
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which in their own good time will
brivg forth abundant fruit.
DANIEL SPRY,
Grand Master.

Ottawa, July 12, 1883.

At the conclusion of the Grand
Master’s address, the appointment of
special committees was proceeded
with, and continued until the ad-
journment,

EVENING SESSION.

At the evening session the business
was chiefly of a routine character.

A resolution was passed directing
the Grand Master to issue an edict
againet the person who, after being
rejected by Canadian Lodges, has
been accepted by St. George’s Lodge,
Montreal, a lodge acting under the
English‘Register. Some urged that
the edict should be directed against
all those lodges in Lower Canada
which continue allegiance to the
Grand Lodge of England.

The Grand Lodges of New South
Wales, Arizons, and Peru were duly
recognized.

Next day the following officers
were elected for the ensuing year:—
M. W, Bro. Daniel Spry, Barrie, re-
elected G. M.; Deputy G. M., R. W.
Bro. Hugh Murray, Hamilton (re-
elected); Grand S. W., R. W. Bro. E.
Plant, Ottawa; Grand J. W., R. W,
Bro. J. 8. Dewar, London (acelama-
tion); G, Tress., R. W. Bro. E.
Mitchell, Hamilion (re-elected); G.
See., R. W. Bro. J. J. Mason, Ham-
ilton (re-elected); G. Chaplain, R.
W. Bro. J. T. Wright, St. Mary’s;
G. Registrar, R.W. Bro. E.T. Malone,
Toronto; G. Tyler, Bro. J. H. Prit-
ohard, Torcnto. The olective mem-
bers of tis Board of General Purposes
are:—R. W. Bros. J. Ross Robertson,
Toronto; D. Ross, Picton; D. MeLel-
lan, Hamilton; R. T. Walkem, Kings-
ton; and Judge Macpherson, Owen
Sound. The appointed members of
the Board for the next two years are
R. W. Bros. L. H. Henderson, and
W. L. Hamilton, Belleville; E. H.
Long, Waterford; Bernard Saunders,

Toronto; and Hugh A. Mackay, Ham-
ilton. The following District Deputy
Grand Masters were elected:—St.
Clair, A. Jameson, Watford; London,
H. Lindsay, Mount Brydges; Wilson,
W. Mackay, Woodstock; Huron, R.
Radcliffe, Goderich; Wellington, H.
Hyndman, Palmersion; Hamilton, J.
M. Gibson, M. P. P.; Niagara, W. L.
Gibson, Beamsville, 'Joronto, J. L.
Burns, Toronto; Greorg an, J. Creasor,
Owen Sound; Ontario, H. B. F, Odell,
Oshawa; Prince Edward, A. MeGin-
nis, Belleville; St. Lawrence, W.
Waddington, Jr., Kingston; Ottawa,
Wm. Rea, Secretary Public School
Board. Bro. G. Clarke, of Smith’s
Falls, endeavored to introduce a mo-
tion inculpating certain lodges and
members of the Craft in & so-called
lottery held at Liondon, and asked
that the lodges and members inter-
ested be dealt with according to
Masonic law. The G. M. said the
Grand Lodge had no official notifica-
tion of any ludge or brothers in con-
nection with any lottery, and, as the
guestion had been deait with at the
last session, the resolution was clearly
out of order. He so ruled. The
next session of the Grand Liodge will
be held in 1884 at Toronto. The
newly elected officers were then in.
stalled, and the Grand Lodge closed
with the National Anthem and Auld
Lang Syne.

GRAND CHAPTER OF CANADA.

Addrcess of B, E, Comp. D. Rosg, Grand Z,.

Companions of the Grand Chapter of Canada,
greeling:

It is with great pleasure that I
welcome you to this our Twenty-sixth
Annual Convocation at the capital of
our Dominion, to meet around our
sacred altar aud return thanks to the
Great Jehovah for the many blessings
we have enjoyed.

As I have looked around year by
year at our aunual convocations, and
observed the number of new faces
that each time meet my eye and how
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freely they have given their time and
talent to bring this Grand Chapter to
its present position, I rejoice to know
that when we who have borne the
burden and heat of the day are ready
to depart, there are so meany worthy
companions willing and able to take
our places in the Chapters.

It gives me much pleasure to re-
port that during the year there has
been an uninterrapted continuance of
peace and harmony in the working of
our subordinate Chapter.

To my knowledge no diddord or
confusion of any kind has occurred,
but fraternal good-fellowship and
charity exercised their beneficent
sway everywhere in our broad and

extending domain.

) OUR DEPARTED COMPANIONS.

It is my melancholy duty in the
midst of so much that is gratifying
and encouraging to invite you, com-
panions, to pause with me and ponder
and prostrate our hearts in sorrow as
the work of the Angel of Death con-
fronts us in the empty chairs of high
officials and beloved Companions of
our Order, lately deceased, viz: R.E.
Comp. W. B. Simpson, P. G. H. and
P. G. M. of the Grand Lodge of
Canads; R. E. Comp. Rev. St. G.
Caulfield, P. G. Supt. London Dis-
trict; R. E. Comp. Henry Carlisle, P.
G. Supt. Niagara Distriet; and V. E.
Comp. W. T. Bruy, Master of Veils,
and G. J. W. of the Grand Lodge of
Canada.

Their memories and their virtues
will be embalmed in our memories as
we trust their examples will be re-
flected in our lives. Let us he ad-
monished by their lamented removal
to work with all diligence the works
of righteousness for the sun of life

hurries toward his setting in the west"

and the night cometh when no man
can work,

DISPENSATIONS.

On the 6th January, 1888, I grant-
ed a Dispensation to the Companions
at Rat Portage, North West Territory,
to establish a Chapter to be called

¢ Golden Royal Arch Chaptar.” The
same having been recommended by
R. E. Comp. W. G. Scott, Grand
Supt. Manitoba District, and from
information recoived said Chapter is
progressing favorably under the guar-
dianship of E. Comp. J. XK. Brydon.

The minute books of Woodstock
Chapter, U. D., Woodstock, N. B.,
not having been presented at the last
Annual Convocation, I continued the
Dispensstion as requested by Grand
Chapter.

I trust the books of the above
Chapters will be placed in your hands
and prove satisfactory, so that War-
rants may be granted.

This year, as in the preceding, I
found it expedient to grant several
Dispensations to install Principals
who had not previously served in the
offices which the Constitntion re-
quires, having safisfied myself that
such Dispensations were necessary in
order to enable the Chapters to con-
tinue working and for the better pro-
motion of their internal harmony and
well being,

I would at this time recommend
that great care be exercised not to in-
crease the number of subordinate
Chapters except where there can be
no doubt the prosperity of the Order
will be served by so doing. It is far
better to have a few good sustained
and well attended Chapters within
our jurisdiction, than many that are
languidly conducted with but little or
no interest manifested by the mem.
bers.

REPRESENTATIVES.

On the 26th July, 1882, 1 appointed
R. E. Comp. Gavin Stewart as repre-
sentative from the Grand Chapter of
Wisconsin to fill the vacancy caused
by the death of R.E. Comp. J. M.
Meakins. Also, on the 12th October,
1882, 1 appointed R. E. Comp. D. R.
Munro, a8 representative from the
Grand Chapter of Maine, to fill the
vacancy caused by the death.of R.E,
Comp. Rev. St. G. Caulfield. They
have received their commissions, and
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no doubt they will present them to
Grand Chapter.

The above appointm nts, I hope,
will meet with your approval.

OUR SISTER GRAND OCHAPTERS.

It affords me great pleasure to
announce, snd it must be a source of
pleasure to you to know, nome but
the most fraternal relations exist be-
tween this and the other Grand
Chapters, with whom we are in cor-
respondence.

BY-LAWS.,

The By-laws of several Chapters
have been submitted to me for in-
gpection and approval, all of which
have been read and carefully examin-
ed. In some instances alferations
have been made so as to bring them
into full accord with the Book of
Constitution, but generally they were
such as the rules demanded.

GRAND SUPERINTENDENTS.

The reports of the several Grand
Swperintendents will be submitted.
These respected officers are in a
position from their presence and
local knowledge, to report to you the
condition of Qapitular Masonry in
their respective Distriets with a dis-
tinctness whioch & general summary
would fail to present, and I cordially
invite yous attention to the iuterest-
ing details which they furnish for
your consideration. I would strongly
urge on Grand Superintendents to see
that the several Chapters in their re-
spective Districts make their refurns
to Grand Chapter at the proper time.

GRAND 8S. E.

Too much value cannot be put upon
the painsaking and indefatigable
services of this much-esteemed Com-
panion and most efficient officer, and
¥ would respectfully submit that the
Grand Chapter should give expression
to its appreciation of his fidelity and
most worthy services, by vofing him
an inoreage of salary in some degree
commensurate with his work and
his worth,

FOREIGN CORREGPONDENCE.

The report of the Chairman on
Foreign Correspondence will be laid
before you from the able pen of R. B,
Comp. Henry Robertson. It needs
no, comments from me as to his
ability, as he has established for him-
gelf both far and near n name as an
able writer. How many Companions
read those reports ? I fear that foo
few take the tirne necessary to study
them. From his reports we receivea
great deal of instruction as to the
working of the several Grand Chap-
ters.

FINANGE.

Thefinanecial condition of our Grand
Chanter is good. Let usendeavor by
proper management and wise lc sisla-
tion to keep it s0. A detailed state-
ment of the receipts and expenditures
will be submitted to you by the G. S.
E. and G. Treasurer.

I trust the Jommittes appointed to
organize a scheme on benevolence
will be able to report in such & man-
ner as will meet with your approval,
as we must never forget that charity
is one of the grand principles of our
Order.

CONOLUSION.

Companions, the time approaches
for me to surrender unto your hends
the sceptre with which for two years
you have so kindly entrusted to me.

My official intercourse with all has
been of the happiest character, an
will always be cherished 2s one of the
best of my Masonic career.

I now bespesk for my successor &
peaceable and fraternal term of
office, and that you will extend %o
him that cordial support and courtesy
so cheerfully accorded fo me.

As we are now about to enaet laws
for the general good of the Order, let
us bear in mind it is no easy matter
to legislate for those who have sent
us here, and not forgetting that our
laws are not alone for the present,
but that they may have an influence
for good in the future.

I now cheerfully take my stationin
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the ranks, where I hope to prove,
with the experience I have gained, to
be & more useful member of our be-
loved Order than ever, but still deter-
mining to advance its interests by
every legitimate means in my power.
Donarp Ross, G. Z.

GREAT PRIORY OF CANADA.

The annual mesting of the Great
Priory of the Dominion of Canada
was held in the ocity of Ottawa, on the
10th inst. Col. W. J. B. Macleod
Moore, the M. E. the Great Prior,
presided, and delivered an interesting
address on Templarism and its con-
nection with Masonry, which we give
elsewhere in extenso. A large number
of visiting knights were prssent, in-
cluding M. E. Sir Knight Tyler,
Grand Commander of the State of
Vermont. The statuies were amend-
ed on motion of Sir Knight Daniel
Spry, Grand Chancellor. One amend-
ment provides for the election of all
the Great Officers of Great Priory,
and present Great Prior for life.

R. E. Sir Knight Dr. J. A. Hen-
derson was invested with the Grand
Cross of the Order of the Temple by
command of H. R. H. the Prince of
‘Wales. Subsequently the Great
Prior gave the decoration of K. C. T.,
by order of the Prince of Wales, to
RB. E. Sir Knight R. Ramsay, Orillia;
V. E. Sir Knights Adams, Montresal,
and E. H. D. Hall, of Moosejaw, N.
W.T. The following are officers of
Great Priory for the ensuing year:
Col. W. J. B. Macleod Moore, Great
Prior, ad vitam; Dr. J. A. Henderson,
Kingston, Great Sub-Prior; K. H. Ray-
mond, St. Thomas, Great Constable;
S. F. Matthews. St. John, N. B.,
@reat Marshal; D. Spry, Great Chan-
cellor; D. McLellan, Great Treasurer.

The following were elected members
of the Grand Council:—Bir Kuights
H. A. Mackay, Hamilton; J. Ross
Robertson, Toronto; Donald Ross,
Picton; A. G. Adaras, Montreal; W.
D. Gordon, Kingston.

The special committes appointed

at the last mesting of Great Priory
for the purpose of taking into con-
sideration the question of independ-
ence of the Great Priory reported that
with the consent of the Most Bmi-
nent Great Prior they would recom-
mend the Great Priory to prepare and
present to the Supreme Grand Master,
the Prince of Wales, an humble ad-
dress praying that he will be pleased
to absolve this Great Priory from
their obligation of fealty fo him as
Supreme Grand Master of Knights
Templar, so that this Priory will be
engbled to assume the duties and
responsibilities of a Sovereign Great
Priory of the Order of the Knights
Templar and dependent degrees.
The rep~rt concludes by returning
thaznks for all courtesies and favors
received by the officars of the Priory
in Canada from those in the United
Kingdom, and by expressing an ear-
nest desire that the relations of
Great Priory in Canada, and sister
Great Priories in Great Britain and
Irelend, and sister Great Enecamp-
ment of the United States would be
more intimate and binding then here-
tofore, and that the Great Priory of
Canada should unite with the frafres
all over the world, The report was
unanimously adopted and a resola-
tion was passed authorizing the Great
Priory to appoint & committes o
carry out the recommendations in
the report. This action makes the
Knights Templar body in Canada an
independent and sovereign body, and
settles for ever a question which has
for yoars past agitated the Great
Priory.

Barrie.—Officers of Kerr Lodge, No.
230, Barrie, installed by M. W. Bro. Daniel
Spry, Grand Master, assisted by V. W.
Bro. C. L. Sanders, and W. Bro. J. Gordon,
on 25th June:—W. Bro. Fred Wilmoy, W
2.; V. W. Bro. C. W. Brown, 1. P. M,; Bro.
‘Wm. Downie, S. W.; Bro. J. F. Palling, J,
'W.; M. W. Bro. Daniel Spry, Treas.; Bro».
J. Henderson. Seo.; B. Nicholson, D. of C.;
R. A. Douglas, S.D.; — Jack, J.D,; T,
Downie, 8. S.; T. Moore, Tyler; Wm,
Downie and R. A. Douglas, B. Committes;
W. Bros. John Gordon aad Jas, Waud,
Avditors.
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CANADIAN ITEMS.

By an oversight of the printer the
date of a portion of this month’s edi-
tion is dated June instead of Jaly.

The Lord Mayor and Sheriff of
London, visited Clerkenwell Lodge
recently, and were received enthusias-
tically by a large and influential
assemblage of brethren. The usunal
speeches, &c., were made.

Bro. T. B. Whytehead, of York,
Enpgland, carried away the most of
the prizes at the recent exhibition of
“The Ancient Society of York Flor-
ists,” of that city. We should not
want to compete where Bro. Whyte-
head has the entree. He is evidently
the flower of the flock in York.

‘We have good authority for stating
that it is contemplated establishing a
Supreme Grand Council of the A. and
A. RBite in Canada from the Supreme
Grand Council of the United States,
presided over by M. IlL Bro. De la
Grapga, 88°. The schisms in the
Soottish Rite are daily growing worse.

There are seventeen chartered Rose
Croix, Chapters on the roll of the
Sovereign Sanctuary of Canada, and
three under Dispensation. Next
month we propose to publish extracts
of the Substitute Grand Master-
General’s address. Bro. Ramsay
gives in it full statisties, and expresses
his views anent recent invasion of
Canedian Masonic territory very
clearly and concisely.

The arrest of Grand Sacretary
Isaacson will, we trust, bring Masonic
matters to & focus in Quebec. Eng-
lend in Grand Lodge, Grand Jark
Lodge, and Grand Chapter, is de-
termined to bully and bulldoze every
Colonial Masonic body, and, as long
as we take things quietly they will
continue to do so. Colonial Grand
Lodges must stand together, shoulder
to shoulder, ageinst the wsurpations
of the Grand Bodies of the mother-

country. They treat us neither as
gentlemen nor Masons.

John F. Burt;ll, formerly Grand
Secretary of the Grand Lodge of
Illinois at a time when the State

Jurisdiction embraced nearly 700
lodges and some 40,000 Masons, wag
convioted a$ Oarlingville, upon the
28rd ult., and sentenced to five
years of penal servitude in the Joilet
Penitentiary, We are given to un-
derstand that the conviet is deeply
affected with his oriminal position and
treasures hopes of being afforded an-
other chance to evade punishment
through solicitation of & new trial.
Liberated upon bail during stay of
proceedings, 1t would seem that the
defaulter anticipated denial of his
prayer, inasmuch as the telegraph re-
ports his re-arrest at Springfield upon
ground of a flight from justice, a
movement instigated we suppose from
knowledge of the fact that, upon set-
ting foot in Canada, he was beyond
the reach of extradition. Burrill’s
crime consisted in appropriation
of $7,000 of the Grand Lodge
moneys to his own private use
and, although the defalcation was
discovered as far back as 1879, crimi-
nal proceedings were stayed until this
date in order to afford opportunity
for restoration of the funds entrusted
him in the most fiducial of capacities.
Herein consisted a criime almost as .
disgraceful as the one of the convict's
commission, inasmuch, as a citizen,
no true Magon can lend himself to
countenancing the grave offence of
compounding & felony, an act in itself
a felony. Burrill should have been
arrested at once and convicted, as he
not only robbed his Masonic brethren
while holding a high office, but in-
flicted a stain upon our fair fame,
which it will take time to obliterate.
How can the profane place reliance
upon our professions, when a high
dignitary delikerately violates the
most cardinal of his obligations in
the most patent of mapners?




