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INTRODUCTION

Ihrovgh all ages the world bas
recognized the Hero. In the earl
of Mankind it was the
man who fought the bravest fight
wnd did the noblest deeds in war
who was the Hero. ldeals,
ever, changed, and in later veriods
it was the men

ier  days

how-

and women who
will n:ly sacrificed themselves for
1t s
of the selisacrificing labors of the
latter

others who were the heroes.

to make
The early
Eastern town-
ships of Ontario, who

cluss  we  desire
mention in these pages.
picneers of  these
came into
the forests to hew out
huild

schools, open up roads

homes for

themselves, churches and

and  clear
the farms, are no less Heroes than
they

who have won fame in war

in any age of the world, We of the

present day recognize that to us
has been given the solemn custody
nr a rH'h lrll(ll‘i(‘ll. o .*'El('r!'d 1""
posit of thought and prayer, and
wspiration and achievement. It is
good to encirele the walls of Zion,
to tell her towers and
to =ing as we make joyful
May the this
celebration be to enable us to en
ter new

bulwarks,
the
round. purpose of
covenants and march on
with re-inspired hearts into fields
Let us he re-
sponsive to the Divine claim and
we shall be receptive to the Divine
Power and' be willing to share the
Divine travail for souls, thus spir-
itual dife will be quickened
our  semi-centennial
springtime  with

of nobler service,

and
will be as
promise of an

abundant harvest.




CHAPTER 1.
THE PIONEERS

The . earliest  records extant of
the Presbytery of Brockville aate
back to the Sth February, 183

and the names of ministers on the
Roll of Preshytery of that
were Rev'd Wm. Smart, Brockville,

)
uate

Rev'd Robt. Bovd. Prescott, and
Rev'd Robt. Lvle of Osnabruck,
with these Elders, namely, Nr
John  Deckey, Mr. Matthew Meln

Mr. Jchn N. Ault. These

three min'sters supervised the work

tosh and

of the church over a large trail of

country, and were instrumental in
I'reshyterian
the
Brock-
Lanark. Of
men Rev'd Wm. Hmart

estublishins  several

what is

[ regal ons In now

Preshivterids  of Kinoston,

ville, Genzary anl

those s an

outsten ling  pioncer minister  of

Preshyterianism. He commen ed
his lahors at Broekville in the year

IN11
started th»

and is eredited wit)

first Sabbath

naving
School

in Canada,  His field of labor ex-

tended from Ganano ue to )sna-
bruck, a distinee of nearly one
hinldred miles, and north some

thirty-five miles from the St. Law-

rence.  In eon‘unetion with Rev'd
Ir. Bovd of Preseott, who arrived
subse uently thy established
Preshyvterian conrrezations  in

some fourtecn localities wh ch grew
n'o strong seli-sustaining congre-
still influ
in mouldiny the ideals of the

cations,and exert their
enee
commtnities. The con regations in
Edwardshursy Township
the

t'ers of the township who adhered

were  a-
mong number. The early set-
to the Preshyterian faith gand form
of worship had under the guidance
of Missionary effort erected three
smaull churches known at that time

as  “Spencerville”  at  Spencer's

Mills, ““The Log Church” at Ran
ev's  Corners, and the TFront
Charch at Port Elgin. These were

organized into congregations in
the vear 1835, and were known as
the Spencerville Charge,

" he settled

these churches was the Rev'd Jas.

first pastor over
inducted at
Jenuary 6th, 1816,
Clerk of Brock-
until h's resigna
accepted in 1855,  His
Rev'd A, Melville,
who came to minister to the needs
of the flock n
IRH6. At a meeting of Preshytery
held in Brockville of that vear, a
petition was received from the Fd-
v asking for Mol-

call to a

Geggie, who was
Spencerville

Mr,

ville Preshytery

Geggie was

tion was
SUCCESSOr  was

r

widely scattered

wards\wrg char

eration  in g minister,

N

SNome ntimation was given in this

jetition to cut off the congrga
at the Log Church from rega-
Bovd promptly
held the matter up until a

ton
lar services. Dr.
com
and re
matter. At a
sequent meeting the report of this

mittee should investigate

rort on the sub-

“"F”“i‘l‘“ was L’i‘""”. I‘
thit Spencerville and the
Fron® Church at Port Elsin be the
cnlv pliess fer re_ular Sabla.h

that held
at the TLor Church gt the conveni
Dr. Boyd a-
cented, but th report was
Log Church at

Ranev's Corners was no longer a

yecony

menled

service, and serviee  he
(noe of the m'nister.
gam 1|
adopted a=d the
part of the charge. A regular gnd
formal eall was then made out in
Rev, A, Melville, and he
inducted at Spencerville in
Port Elgin in
the afternoon of February 5, 1857,
Mr. Melville resided at Speneorville
enl continued his faith’ul and ar-
ducus i intil 1862, when he
accepted i eall to Westport,

favor of
was

the forcnson, and

ors



CHAPTER 11.

ARRIVAL OF J. B. MULLAN.
The opening of our Second
Chavter introduces to our noice
a very important personality  in
connection with  the purpose of
this historical sketch.  One that
without whom as far as finite
mind can comprehend there would
not bhe any celebration in the yvear
1915, That person is the much re
spected  and revered Rev'd James
Mullan, D.D., who is now enioving
the evenine of his earth's pilgrim

Rev. J, B, Mullan

at Elora, Ont. Standng on
ali's heichts viewing by faith
nd heavenly \|-i| n the promised

cinanon |l' r he ean look back
upon o h..ll a century of time,
ind |l|l refoiciny and thankful
ness. praise the Hand that gaded

that  inspired the

and l|u Spret
¢ Vit of mind and hody.

\s a student of Divinity in
Queen's  College, Kingston, Mr.
Mull n was sent by the Missionar
\esociation of the College to he
VWission field at Spencerville in the
IR60.  These were the

Sprinr of

4—

days when there existed in Canada
the “Fre hurch” with which our
first ehapter deals, and the Church
of Scotland, or the Kirk, in con

nection with the parent church in
the Old Land, and enjoving its
patronage. IThe opening of an
oth Uresbyvterian Church Serviee
at  Spencerville under the Kirk

Minister, was at that date je
feetly in accord with the cegular
order of things then in existence,

vounyg  student, in
about to extend his sphere
efulness, |

Fhis energetie
looking
of us
C hurch w1
the Fr

work at

discovered the
Corners, which
in centralizing its
and PPort El
position to util

oy
Ranoy's
¢ Church
NSpencerville
LI, was not in g

e for Sabbath seryice \rrange
ents were at oncte completed to
! Mr. Muilan give regular Sab
Lath  a‘ternoon service, it heing
cny some eight or nine miles from
pencerville. Mreo Muilon also dis
covered eral families who mman
1 their allegian ¢ to the Loz

a few of which we may
menticn @ Hoppers, Ranevs,Scotts,

Gores  and  Pauport on the 3rd
Lne, Wyles and VanCamp in 2nd
Concessicn, Wi, Byvers on the Ath,
cone three or four families of Kid
dies on the Hth Line. Besidios the
Vonttomervs and others,  Among
this number was one who in after
cars  was known as Aunt Jane

per, o woman greatly bheloved

Master and the
vreat influence
with others, could
many interesting
of early church life, and the
Ik to Prescott to hear the
Rev'd Dr. Bovd preach. Mr. Mull
in oreturned to college in the fall,
and was allotted the same field of
Inbor for the summer of 1861, In
the spring of 1862, he graduated
and wus called by the people of
Spencerville and Ranev's  Corners
to be their minister. He was  or-

mnd devoted to her
church, exerted o
for good. She,
deseril e experi
CNees

long w

dained and inducted in July of
that vear, and earried on the work
vntil 18 The first work of the

newly inducted minister was to se
cure the election of Elders to serve
with him as a Kirk Session.
sossors had to be ummllllml 0

‘hl‘




Preshytery to act as an intermis
ion for their eleetion and ordina
tion. This took place at Spencer
ville in September, 15862, when Mr.
John Crone and  Louis Paupore
were  ordained  to the Eldership.,
Messrs, James MeGowan and An
drew Riddle, who had been eleers
n the Free Church, were received
into  the United Session of Spen

corville and Mainsville Thus we
have the first Elders of the Log
Church in Anh Riddle and Lou-

is Paupore, who with Rev’d Mr.
Mullan, formed a Sessien anl
Court of the Chureh A\ Commun
ion Roll was ovened of those vwho
were members of the church  and

the first Saeramentn

held in Febroary,
crotee the following new members
were received Vary Gore, Meriar
Puinsz, Mar Ranw, ‘nn Gore,
Marearet Alexander,  Wm. Camp
hell,  Marcaret  Chambers, John
Vanamp,  Mrs. VanCamp, Mr.
Ccok, Wm. Boulten, Robert Rob-
ert=on, Mrs, avere, Mrs. Roboert
on, Mpes, Bod n, James Riddle
ind Mrs, Dyer. In those davs it
the custom to  dispense the
Lord's Supper alternately at each
f the two churches. When it caime
Mairsville's turn to o to Spencer
I, practieally the whole memb
erch wonld  be at Spencerville
early in the forinon. The roads

verae rouch, and the convevances

not of thy easv spring variety and
many had to walk, It was no one
Lony rvice, but a service to he

reremberad nooun'ted thanksgiv

n lasting for two or three hours
bt such were the wavs of our
Proshvtorian forefathers,  Sermons

were not  considered  up to  the

n lard if they ceeupied less than
from forty five minutes to one
hour to deliver them. The vreach

n was xolid, strong meat for

CHAPTER IIL.
A\ NEW CHURCH.

\fter worshipping for a time in
the old Log Church, the congrega
tion and minister began to  feel
that they needed more room and
a  better building, No they said
like Nehemiah and his people : * We
will arise and huild, for the T.ord
is with us.” The people manifest
ed a fine spirit of unity and will
noness in the building of the pre
<ent stons church, None of them
were  rich, bhut they all did what
they could. Mr. Neill Rancy, with
the m'nister, supervised the work,
tnl every man turned out to quar
ryv ani draw the me  from a
round (the lime-kiln. The first tros
tecs of the church pronerty  who
took over the land from Neil Ran

Church Built 1865,

ey, were Louis Paupore,John Van
("o, Jchn Hopper, James Seott,
James Riddle anl Willlam Byers
With o determination to enter the
church ¢ of debt the minister,
hev'd J. B, Mallan, put  himself
n commvnication with friends in
Foron o :nd Monireal, and secur
ed sor0e two or three hundred dol
lars for the buildin The hurch
edicated to the worship of
Cod i IS5 with feeling  and ap
prosriate serviees, Great was the

reoiein nl cladness on the pert
of the pegple. With very few ex
coptions, service has been hold  at

three o'cloek on the Sabhath after
ncon. where the truth has beea
tavoht and the Word of God faith
ful'y preached for ali those v
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The same spirit of unity and hor
mony still prevails, and the Sab
bath service is one of thankful de
votion,  There was nothing ortis
tic nor elaborate about the new
building. It was substantial, but
the solid stone walls were innlas
teved, and the heating was noor,
but the people were satistied and
happy  in their new St. James’
church.  From all round the neich
borhood, and  from the Riddle
settlement the reople came flock
ins to chureh. They still keep vp
very largely the same
and on fine davs the arge sheds
are taxed to their utmost 10 ae-
commodate the horses and rigs,
Ity vears brinss many chanves,
an'l from the roughly gotten up
rig of the sixties, we now Lave
the s lendid carriace, and last of
all, the automolile appears in the
chireh vard, This stone churh,
although ovly four m Los from Can
dnal where the minister resides,
S oaogrect centre for Nabbath sor
vices, crd fills o place in the weli
glors he of the township that
otherwise would not he supplind,

sood ustom

a 1 leasure to preach to the
le there and en ov with them

re-tnions  and  expressions  of
friendshin at elose of the service

erence 1o the

sing o'r r
the liberty  of inserting in
Letch o quotatien from one
of h's letters in eonvection with
th's Jubilee “What a kind peo
ple they were I would mateh the
Hooper fam’ly against any family
that I ever met with in all my
travels, My horse Fnow that homes
as well as 1 did. T could not pet
him to pass John Hopper's home
He smelled the oats, and woald
Laulk if T tried to pass without
tea, or oats for him. Although |
am Irish I ecould ¢'nr like a Scotch
man, “Should Auld acquaintances
ie forcot and never bhrourht to
mind.” It was with great regret
the people parted with the mnis
ter who was instrumental in reviy
ing the work of the church among
them, but Mr. Mullan was called
to g larger field of service at Fer-
gus, and Preshyterian  like, they

i
ate of Me. Mallin the writer

would not put any obstgeles in his
way. The next mnister was Lo 'd
Elizs Mullan, who was inducted in
IST0, and  remaived the Jdevoted
minster of The Kivk until (he vni
on of the four different hran hes of
the Preshyterian hody in Canada
in IN75. An election of Elders was
held in 1872, when Mr. James Rid
dle was ordainad to that oflice and
hecame o member of Session I'he
first  minister  after the anion  of
ths two congregations at Spencor
ville, and in eonnection with Nt
Fames, wos Rev'd W, o, Doy, M
Ao, reeontly licensed, who was or
nd and inlucted at Speneor
e January 5th, INT6, as the
mn'ster of the vnited  charee  of

cacerville and Mainsville ALK
weral vears the

Revid Wil o0 Dev, DD,

cont o ominister of Preshyvterian

n the town of Shncoe e

wis o vorng man of splondid gifts
v holarly  attuinments, anl
| I« ho'or d with the highest

desree in the gilt of his ¢harch,
that of Doctor of Divipity., To him
ndebted for so kindly con
senting to eonduet these S0th An
niversary During  bhis

wWe are

Services
Pastorate a congregation was or
gan‘zed at Ventnor. The worl. of
the churech was extending on  all
<ides, until the Preshvtery  found
it nocessary  to ta up  the re
arrangement  of pastoral charres
in th's township. The Church at
Cardinal or Port Elgin, mentioned
in our first chapter as being in
conneetion  with  the Free Church




at  Npencerville, was  after  the
union placed in  connection with
lroquois, to which pastorate the
Rev'd Wm. M. MeKibben was eall-
ed in September, 18 just a few
months hefore Mr. Dey's induetion
at  Spencerville,  The re-arranze
ment proposed by Preshytery was
elfected  with the consent of the
people in INT7. By this arrange
ment  Npencerville was  separated
from Mainsville and united with
the newly formed church at Vent
nor. Under the pastoral carve of
Mr. Dey Card'nal anl  lrojquois
were separated, and Maipsville and
Card nal formed one charce uwnder
th: pastoral e.re of Mr. MeKibhen,
anl  lroquois  was vn'ted  with
Vorvishore, Mr. Dev's last meet

ing of Nession, and last commun
ion at Mainsville was held on the
J0th Septem' er, 1877, He eontinn
ol the esteemed pastor of Spencver

le ind Vintnor until releascd by
the Preshvtery to take a position
in the Preshvter'an Colleze, Mont

voal, in July, 1882,

CHAPTER 1V,
\ NEW CONNECTION

The Committee  appointed by
P'reshytery met in the enurech  at
Mansvide on 3rd October, 1877,
to introduce Mr. MeKibhen of Car
dinad, anl ecnsummate the union
of these charches into one nastor
| char_e. Rev, George Burnfield,
of  Brocekyvill conducted 1 ivine
sroce Revid Ancdrew Rowat, of
W on hester, addressed the minister
n'l Mr. Dev addressed the people
lh s bhezan the now onnect.on
which =«t'1' exists, The neople very
cracionsiyv fell in with the oew
I noement Unfortunately  fi
Loth minister gnd veonle, Hut  of
wir coodness of heart, they sav
ed the'r min'ster the expenze of
keen n s a horse, and arranrd to
lr'ng h'm out on Sinday  and
leave him home after service, By
the loss of Mr. Paupere, and ad
vanen © age of Mr. Andrew Riadle,
1d nee ry to hold un
!ders. This olection
v ordination of Mr,
and  Mr. William

Riddle to that office on 30th Jan
uary, I87S. Mr, Wm. Riddell soon
after moved to Mountain town
ship, leaving two elders, Mr. Jas.
Riddle and Mr. Joseph DBvers in
the session, There is one unhappy
incident to reeord in the pastorate
of Nr. MeKibbin, and the ¢nlv one
in this sketch.  The cirenmzatance
wus such that it was brouzht he
fore the Preshytery and tested the
tn‘on  of  Mainsville and  Car
dinal, when the Committee of Pres
bytery  recommended  the discon
tinuanee of the serviee at Mains-
ville under Mr. MeKiblen, and in
structed  Mainsville, through its
clder, Mr. Byers, to apply to the
Home Miss‘/on Committee for sup
pIve in o humble opinion this
Vwas oo very unwise move on the
part  of FPreshytery, and facts

urd ntly prove that the naitural
conncet'on for Mainsville is  with
Cardindd. This movement teriiin-
ttoed alo t three months after by
the res‘gnation of his charge hy
Mr. MeRibben, le'nr ha d 1o
Preshytery for acceoptince on ths
fth Juy, 1884, and his pasto-ate
of n'ne vears closed the following

thhath,  Mr. MeKiblhen was elork
of  Pres'ytery  of Broskville for
several  years, and  was  oreatly
csteemed 1y h's co-Preshyvters, as
he resolution adopted Ly Pres y
tery inveference to his resi notion
Foa Die'nr his vastorate the
trsn chirch build ne ot Card n
I was erected and ovencd for

Livine Nervice,

\fter o vaceney of some fifteen
tiven he goedl was extended 1o the
Re"d Goor_e MacArthur, B.A., of
Finch, Ont This  strens voung
mnister  was  inducted to  the
harge on 2°nd Octoler, 1885, It

s ke o new heg'ning of thon s
it Ma‘nsville, and a very close
attachment was soon formed he
tween pastor and people, The first
recorded  meeting  of Session  at
Vainsville after Mr. MacArthur’s
indeet’on is dated October 24th,
INSG. Mr. Joserh Bvers had re

i ned the oflice of Eder,and some
vears a‘ter retived from the, farm
to reside at Cordinal, Mr. Mac

Arthur  secured the as istance of
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an klder from Cardinal to form a

session  with James Riddle until
December, 1889 A\t that date
Messrs. Thos. Campbell and Daniel
Septt were ordained to the ofiice

of  Elder \bout ten vears oiter
Mr. Scott moved to near Cardina
and  another election was  held,
when  Messrs John Huton nd
Jere Wallace  were ordaned in
October, 1809, In 1902 4 vacancy
wan oceurred in the s
the death of the Senior B
James Riddle. A minute of sess on,
dated July 20th, 19
deep sense of loss sustained in th
death of Mr. Riddle, who for the
lenue perod of thirty vears, was a
faithful member of the Court \n
cectien for an Elder to fill the
vacany was held, and Mr. Jane
Byvers was eleete ] and ordained t

records th

that oflice, und becane a amem' e

of sess100 on October Hth, 1902
Barns Mr. MacArthur's pastor

ate thr organ was nirodueed in
he c¢h rih, and a choir roanized

Ihs very much relieved the mini
ter, who was often ealled unon to

perfcrm  the double duty of Pre
centor nd  Preacher I'he  time
el lro arrived to male some
rovements on the building In

n ton we make mentipn

the te My James Runion

O W v splon id woman in the
horeh, inl whose death  qused
rrow throughout the cen

' to Fhe tallet «n th: wall
nd the Run'm cat was vlac
ot v her son, Mr, Ed. tun
1ons i her memory o her we
leorn is due the ercdit of sa l
ne that the who'e church 1o re
novated A\n Advisory Committee
W wronted, with Thos., tamp
hell iperintendent The inte
or wes plastered, rainted and tin
ted, the vresint comfortable soats

rep'aced the old ones, and a new

floor put down, the exterior wood

ors pa nted and the walls ~aint
I, thus add'nz much to the ap
tearsnee of the building and ecm
fort of the people

Lhe conereration was now in
co b eondition and working in

rmony in conneetion with Card
nal. Mr. MacArvthur was a hard

worker on the whole charge, nd
being Clerk of Preshyvtery, becams
nterested in the work of  the
church throughgut the Preshytery
lhe constant strain of over 21
in the same pastorate told
upon h phvsical strengsth nd he
wan obliged to seek rest n
thon He res‘gned the cha in
Junc, 180T, much to the re ret of
his people and co Preshyter
I'he next min'ster w the Rev'd

I'. A, Sadler, who was inducted in
|

vinary, 1OOS0 and  remained till

Rev Geo, MacArthar
Novem!er, 1913

During his pas

torate the interior of the church
wias re-decorated  and  the hed
moroved lhe Session Hered
the loss of one of its members in
the removal of Mr. Jame Pyers
to Curdinal. The present manse,
wiilt by Mre. MacArthur, was pur
chased by the Cardinal congreza
tion.  Mr, Sadler did not enjoy the
best  of health, and resigned to
take less arduous labor in Mont
real Preshytery

e was succeeded by the present

pastor, Rev'd D. H. Currie, who
was inducted on 12th  February,

—



1914, With his initial vear's work
us a eriterion, anticipations are
senzuine for a return of the stead
ilv inereasing  spiritual progroess
that has marked the larger por
ticn of our h'story The pre.ont
Session Rev'd D, il
Currie, who is its Moderator, with
Messrs, Thos. Campbell, John Hu
ton and Jere Wallace, Elders, The

Joard of Menagers of financial af

comprises

fairs  are Messrs, John  Riddle,
Robt., M ntzomery, Aaron Gore,
John Bvers, Harvey Trving, Robt.
Dodee anl A, H. Runions.  Mr.
Kobert  Montgomery is  treasurer
of the Conrregational and  Mis
sionary  funds, The  Sabhbath
School s in a healthy and  pro-

oressive condition, with Jere Wal-
ice  super'ntendent, and
Briges his assistant, and a corps
of eflicient teachors, The Women's
Miss'onary Society is doinr effeet

George

ive work in the Pittston Branch,
the 3rd  Street Branch, and the
North Channel Pranch, with Mrs,

Jives Rildle

and T

as Central Secretary
easurer,

—
CHAPTER V
THI SEXTON.
There is (ne feature that cannot
be overlooved in th's sketeh, and
one which it is the rare vrivilege

of any  church to record in its
Semi-Centennial Jubilee,  That of
havinr in active service to.day the
same vers noas caretaker of the
church and groin's, who hegan
that work when the church was
open d for Sabhath servies, Dun
can Burns eon lgok vou in the
face, and with a tap of his hand
«n his pocket, say “Rev'd Mr
Mutlin gave me the kevs and
charve of the church when it was
first ovened, and 1 hold them to
day.”  Dunean, as he is familiarly

called, points with pride to the

nare stone in the front gable of
the church on which is the inserip-
tion, “The Kirk, I865." The Mains
ville ghureh is his Temple, and to
it he dwvotes the larger vortion of
hiz time, for he is now in a sense
t of leisure, Indeed the place
not seem complete without

the presence of his familiar tigure,
Neither winter's storms nor sum
mer's heat prevent him from being
on time to unlock the door on the
Sabbath dav. Although there huve
heen come heeaks in his perio ] of
Sextonship thev were not of long
durat’on and appear so faintly on
h's mind that to him it was one
lens continued service, The words
of the Psalmist found in the S4th
Psalm, 10th Verse, might he fit
tinzly quoted in reference to our
friend, Duncan Burns. May he long

DUNCAN BURNS

First an | Present Sexton

be spared to unloek the door.

Few gre they who are now
vs who were the pioneers of
church at its erection ;  of these
Mr. and Mrs, Andrew Brown ore
the eldest, and remain a splendid
type of Preshyterian training, up
ri ht, emnest, humble and rever-
(nt, the minister's troe friend.

1 he same pulpit Bib'e is still in
wse, the gift of the ladies of Spen
corville chureh, at the dedication
of the c¢hurch, Mr. Samuel Mont
is remem! ered by his foun

Library for the Sabbath

with
the

fOonery
dins the

—
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