Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original copy
available for scanning. Features of this copy which may be
bibliographically unique, which may alter any of the images
in the reproduction, or which may significantly change the
usual method of scanning are checked below.

Coloured covers /
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged /
Couverture endommageée

Covers restored and/or laminated /
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing /
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps /
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black) /
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations /
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material /
Relié avec d'autres documents

Only edition available /
Seule édition disponible

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin / La reliure serrée peut
causer de ombre ou de la distorsion le long de la
marge intérieure.

Additional comments /
Commentaires supplémentaires:

L'Institut a numérisé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il lui a éte
possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet exemplaire qui
sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue bibliographique, qui
peuvent modifier une image reproduite, ou qui peuvent
exiger une modification dans la méthode normale de
numeérisation sont indiqués ci-dessous.

Coloured pages / Pages de couleur

Pages damaged / Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated /
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/

Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached / Pages détachées

/ Showthrough / Transparence

\/ Quality of print varies /
Qualité inégale de I'impression

Includes supplementary materials /
Comprend du matériel supplémentaire

Blank leaves added during restorations may

appear within the text. Whenever possible, these
have been omitted from scanning / Il se peut que
certaines pages blanches ajoutées lors d'une
restauration apparaissent dans le texte, mais,
lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n'ont pas
été numeérisées.



- . v ——— g -

LITERATURE.

g
VoA,

VOLUME XXIIL., No. 7.

MONTREAL & NEW YORK, APRIL G, 1885,

i} t .‘.
30 CTS. per An. Post-Paid.

A MISSION TO TIIE 500,000 BLIND
OF . CHINA. .

Of this remarkable man, now earrying
on such a great and successful work: in
North China, MissC. F. Gordon-Cumming
writes :—Mr. W. . Murray’s calling to
mission work must be traced to an ‘accident
in a sawnill whereby he lost an arm, and
so was disabled from following his original
profession. He therefore sought and ob-
tained employment as a rural letter-carrier
in the neighborhood of Glasgow, He was
subsequently employod by the National
Bible Socicty of Scotland as a colporteur,
and at this time his remarkable facility
for languages abtracted the notice of some
of tho Directors. JTb was accordingly ar-
ranged that he should attend some classes
ab the College, though his studies were not
allowed to interfere with his regular work,
All day long, therefore, he travelled with
his Bible-waggon, went tofed at 9 p.m.,
rose ab 3 a.m. (only think of the physical
misery involved in daily vising at such an
hour on’ ¢hill wintry mornings ), then he
studied #ill it was time for his classes at’8
and 9 a.ni., and then began again ab a new
duy’s work ab bookselling. S

Thus he worked steadily through the
Tong dreary winters in Glasgow—a goce,
preparation for the bitter cold of winter in
North China—aland where the overpawer-
ing heat of summer exceeds anything 1
have experienced in the-tropivs, while dur-
ing the loug - winter, the frost is so intense
thag for mauy months the Peiho River is
frozen, and the only access to Peking is by
a difficult land journey. '

Thither Mr. Murray was sent in 1871,
and there his first work was that. of master-
ing a languago which is probably the most
ditlicult of all the products of Babel. His
definite employment now, as in earlier

-days, is that of a colporteur uf the National

Bible Society of Scotland, whose daily en-
deavor it is to circulate the Scripturcs
amony the millions who for centuries have
held in deepest roverenco the learned writ-
ings of- Gonfucius and the voluminous sa-
eredd -books of Buddha, The attempt - to
sell the foreign sacred books was at first
attended with manifold discouragements ;
bub perseverance has carried the day, and
thanks to a happy combination of patient
gontleness with most resolute determina-
tion, Mr. Murray and his pony-cart now
rank among the recognized ¢ institutions”
of the greab capital ; wherever there is a
chance of effecting a'sale, there ho takes up
his pust, no matter at what inconvenience..
In 1883 he disposed of 13,226 copics. of
parts of .the Scriptures, while the other
culporteurs of the same Society sold about
50,000 more, and the demand is steadily in-
creasing. This is also the experience of
the other Socicties at work in China.

But whild this seattering of good seed is
what I may call Mr. Murray's official work,
that to which specially to call attention is
a branch which is wholly his own, and
.which is a most striking proof of the ad-

vantage of acquiring all manner of unéful
knowledge, even when theré seems ‘no
present reason for doing so. While work-
ing for the Society in’ Glasgow: ]iis..int;c_ar’est.

wasaroused by the blind” who came to pur-

chase books printed on Moon's sy"st"emj,:
thereupon he took lessons. in Professor
Bell's- system of visible speech, and also
in Braille's system of reading and writing
for the blind, by means - of embossed dots.

On_arriving in China he found that -the{ar
former actually facilidted his own study of |]

the. excruciating language, so’, he noted
down the value of évery sound he master-
ed, and thus ascertained that these _iyre
really limited to about 420 (an very- fair
number, we must allow, as compared with
our - twenty-four). These he succeeded
in the most ingenious manner in reducing

‘beggars who' throng the strects of every
Chinese town, frequently going about in
compatiies. of a dozen or more. A vast
number of these are the victims of small-
?pbjx', :and perhaps as mkmy more have lost
their sight through neglected ophthalmia.
Nothiing could . be more miserable than
thsir. condition, but if ‘once they could ac-
fq}gi.re the drt of reading, apart from the gain
to-themselves, .they would-command an

make the frightfully complicated: Chinese
chara cter comprehensible to the most; sensi-
tive, fingers, hutthe nowly-devised system
appeared hopeful, and now came the anxi-
oty. of testing it. - Selecting & poor little
Ol'p‘%}a;"fl' blind beggar who was lying almost

.

. H. MURRAY.
Invento\:‘ of the Systém for Teaching tho Chinese Blind to Read.

to a system of dots, which (though - to' mo
quite incomprehensible) is said to be ex-
traordinarily simple.  With patient ingenu-
ity, he then contrived so to .combine the
two systems that there seemed every rea-
son' to hope that henceforth this might. be
made accurately to représent the perplex-
ing sounds of the Chinese language, -and
also to replace the bewildering multitude of
Chineso characters. . .

The difficulties to bo overcome are al-
most beyond comprehension by thoseswho
have never struggled to acquire an Oriental
language, represented in crabbed charuc-.
ters ;. but Mr. Murraj's patient resolution
was kept constantly up to the mark by the
continual sight of the innumerable blind

naked in the streets, and who, notwith-
standing his loneliness and poverty, always
seemad cheerful'and content, Mr, Murray
took him in hand, washed and clothedhim,
and undertook to feed and lodge him, pro-
:vided he would apply himself to mastering
this now learning. . Naturally the boy was
delighfed, and we may imagine his ecstasy.
and* e thankful gladness of his teacher
w]iéﬁ}f\vithin six weeks, o was able not
only to read fluently, but to write with re-
markable accuracy !

To.feomplote the experiment two' blind
beggar-men -were next induced to learn,
the boy acting as teacher. One was able
to' read well:within two months, the other

It was at this stage that I made their ac-
quaintance; and it struck me as intensely
pathetic—as wo.stood at the door of 4 dark
room, for it was night—to hear what I
knew. to he Ioly Scripture read by men
who, less than four months previously, sat
begging in the streets in misery and rags,
on the verge of starvation.

No wonder that to their countrymen it
should appear little short of miraculous
that blind beggars should be thus cared for
by foreigners, and: endowed with apparent-
ly supernatural powers; and when one
was sent; out to read in the street in com-
pany with a native colporteur, crowds
gathered round to hear and to buy the
Book. Hence it is evident that the Mission
might be greatly aided in spreading the
knowlodge of Christisn truth by the agency
of a whole legion of blind readers.

" A serious difficulty, however, lies in the
necessity of providing board and lodging
for those who at present maintain them-
selves by begging. Mr. Murray’s . private

ly overtaxed, and ag this blind-teaching is

from sleep. He would, however, very
gladly increase his class, which, when I
Tast heard from DPckingy~ numbered six
boys, the fivst lot having been fairly start-
ed in life. Only the lack of funds pre-
vents his doubling their number; £10 en-
ables him to give one Chineso beggar a
yesr's training.

Miss Gordon-Cumming, o addition to
this, writes to the Illustrated Missionary
News :—* Not only do these blind hoys
rapidly acquirvo the art of writing with the
greatest accuracy, but the same system has
been applied to musical symbols, and sev-
cral boys who were found to havea remark
ablo talent for music have now been in-
structed in its science, and have learned to
write music from dictation with extraor-
dinary facility. Within forty minutes the
class writes down any two of Moody and
Sankey’s hymn tunes, in four parts; and
when the sheet is taken out of the frame,
e.mch_gﬂudent; reads oft his part, rarely mak-
if\g"'.j). mistake. These boys now form an
cflicient choir at the London Mission Cha~
pel, one taking his place at the harmonium.
Several more have been bespoken as or-
ganists for other chapels. On week days
these boys and young men vead the Serip-
tures and sing hymns in the chapel, and
numerous passers-by are thus attracted to
comeand hear the message of the Gospel.

¢ Bub in order to reach the unlearned,
special books must be propared for tho
different provinces, and it is of the utmost
importance that Mr. Murray should now be
placed in such a position as may enable him
to devote his remaining days to preparing
books for the blind legion, and also to trans-
mit to others the knowledge which has
been 86 specially revéaled tohim, and which
he alone is at present competent to impart.

more slowly, but also with great pl

[y ~

L1t s greatly to be desired that he should

<

resources have from the first heen serious.-

altogether out-of his'official work, he can -
only accomplish it; in extra hours stolen’
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'NORTHERN MESSENGER.

be enabled to train many teachors gifted
with sight, either Iiuropeans or first-class
Chinese converts,” wlio -may be employed
by the various missions in all pavts of the
cmpire. One such sighted head teacher in
each district could thore found a blind
school, and train Chinese Seripture readers
and others; and thus the work may be
ceaselessly extended il it overspreads the
whole vast empire like a network. It is
hoped that among those who offer them-
selves for this work some may be found,
who are endowed with thab peculiar faculty
which may enable them to apply the system
to the principal dinleets of the cighteon
greut provinees.

#Thig new mission will cortainly appeal
as no other has yet dunc to two of the
strongest characteristics of China's millions
—namely, their reverence for pure bene-
volence, and their veneration for the power
of reading. To sce foreigners undertaking
such a work of love for the destitute blind
will go far towards dispelling prejudice
against Christians and their Master, and
will prepare the way for the workers of all
Christian  Missions, - Hitherto this work
has been crippled in its eradle for want of
funds, its development having been limited
to what could be accomplished by the con-
tinual solf-denial of the warking man to
whoni it owes its existence, and who for
sixteen years has toiled in unwearied pati-
once, almost unknown to Europeans, work-
ing the live-long day as a colporteur, in
burhing summer heat, or freczing wintry
blasts. - During that peviod he has succeed-
ed in creating such a demand for the book,
that he has sold about 100,000 copics and
portions, in the Chinese and Tartar lan-
guages, and he has the satisfaction of know-
ing that some copicshave found an exitrance
within the Imperial Palace.

“Hvery moment that he could steal from
the sleep or rest of the first eight years was
devoted to persistently puszling out his
gystem ; and in like manuer for the last
eight years every momerit he could call his
own, and every penny he could save from
his slender salary, have been devoted to
the.service of the blind. It is now high
‘time that the little acorn \\fllich‘he';_}lms S0
succassfully planted should ‘be‘endtled to
expand to a great tree, overshadowing the
land. But none of the existing slissionarvy
Societies consider that they can at present
venture to undertake any fresh responsi-
bilitics, and it thereforerests with thepublie
to supply the requisite funds to meet neces-
Sy expenses.

“We have heard a great deal this year
lately about Jubilee offerings. . £ now ap-
peal to the great reading public, many of
whom have kindly and cordially "expressed
the pleasure they have derived from my
notes of travel in many lands, and T ask
them to gladden my own Jubilee birthday
(26th May, 1827-1887) by making me theiv
almoner in thus sending light to them that
dwell in darkness.”

All such donations for the Chinese Blind
Mission will be gladly welcomed by Misy C.
F. Gordon-Cumming, Glen Barn House,
" Crieff, Scotland.
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LTXCUSE-MAKING GIRLS.
BY L. EUGENIE ELDRIDGE.

“Well, I believe I'll stay at home.”

“ But what shall I say if our minister or
Mu. Morris, the class leader, asks for you 1”

“QOh, say I have a headache.”

¢ But that would not be true.” .

“ How do you know it would not be true 7
Can you tell me when my head aches bet-
tor than myself ?” '

“Bubt you said less than half-an hour
ago Xou never felt better in your.life.”

“What if T did! Can’t onc get up a
headache for an excuse? A headache is
always in order.. What are you thinking
of, yousolemn-looking owl, have T commit:
ted an unpardonable sin ?”

“T was thinking of what you told that
little dress-makor, Miss Lillis, yesterday—
that you could'iiot possibly attend to hav-
ing your wrap cub, as company had arrived.
She looked tired and, I thought,- rather
disappointed when she said she had turned
away two jobs thut she: might have time
for you as agreed.” N
- “Well, T did have company, didn't 1?
TWhere is the fuss about that . - -

¢“Oh, Edith! You. know the. reason
was nob company, but that you were enjoy-
ing~yourself at lawn tennis, and did not
want to lecave. And you know to-niglit

R T T R

you aro ‘busy with that now lace patbern,
and it faséinates you. A-headwche .is not.
the reason why. you decline attending, the
litble meeting.”™ B
“Well, Miss Prim, aré you done with'
your *preachment ' “According .to Susie
West T should say I was a common Jiar.” ~
“No, nobaliar ! I do -not believe you
would intentionally break ono of the com-
mandments, but . forgive me if I-am plain
spoken, you arc, fust becoming a modern
excuse-maker, and, excuss- me. again, I
shall not give as a réason for your non-
appearance to-night a headache.  There is
the bell.  Good night.” : o
But no ‘*good night’ came in response.
Edith May was too—angry, I suppose I

must say—to reply. When one's little sins.

are laid bave, reproofs are usually received
in an angry, resontful manner, .unless much
graco has subdued the natural heart. = -

~ Bdith May and Susic West were both up-
right givls, membors of the same Sdbbath
school class and same church, but thislittle
habit of creating an excuse, to hide the
real reason, or as a cover to her indolence
and shortcomings, this little fox was med-
dling sadly with her thrifty vines.

“"A more -convenien’ season” was often |

and often her plea when wide-avwike action
Was Necessary. o s

- 4 A little more sleep, a little more sluin-
ber” again and again she indulged, and her

quick: brain was fertile in well-formed ex-
to bel

cuses. But Edith was beginnin
distrusted, - Her little stratagems had not
always succeeded: The bare truth had

now aud then heen reached, avd Susie did |

not tell her, as she might have done, that
Harry Ball had heen heard to say, ‘“Edith
May was as full of excuses as Uncle Tiff

himself,” which must have been an ex-
aggeration, since all who have reéad *“ Nina,

Gordon,” know he was inveterate.

But Edith had a tender consciencq: and

Susie’s gentle, though plain and tiuthful

words hud awakened a close self-examina- |

tion. : } S
A stubborn, resentful mnature vould

doubtless have taken 4 different -gourse

from Edith. There ave-thase; whp know
they have done wrong; their every action
shows it, yet they: would .probably rather
die than acknowledge ‘it.- : Suéh . hatires
are not pleasant, and if one is so, born it, i

a great misfortune, yet they aré in no way:

absolved from the duty of striving to over-
come.  *‘Overcomers, crowned at last!"
How blest the welcome to such a oine!
Gireab temptations bring great victories. -

When Edith's self-inquiries began, .the
first question that shaped itself from the
chaios of her thoughts was this.  She spoke
italoud: . = - c ;

“Am I u xring, have I reached this
border line of ‘ishonesty 1" o

She knew sl.  was ready and fertile in
oxcuse-making, 1 saying what might be
true, but as she must admit was not, al-
ways, in her case. -Y¢b this habit, so well
developed at present, had grown by degrees..
She had practised it ag a cover for various
self-indulgences, therefore, her logic told
lier, selfishness wasat the bottom.

A sudden impulée seized her.  She re-
solved upon a new start. If.she had nob
been a Christian before she would be honest
now, Theé meeting could not have been:
more than half through, and presently a
sharp gate click was heard, and a decided
footfall sounded near. o o

What was Susie’s surprise when-an-in-
formal hand-shaking followed the meeting,
to behold her friend Edith smiling and
talking with the minister, when she.had
been perplexing her mind what truthful
answer to give when he should ask for.her.

TUpon the homeward walk Edith unbur- |-

dened her mind to Susie, telling her thatall
she had said and much more was true, that

lier eyes had been opened, and she had,

resolved that in future her arch enemy, ox-
cuseé-making to hide selfishness, should not

o .

et the mastery.

Susic pressed her hand warmly, saying:

she knew the vietory. was won, for Edith
had a-determined way_of lier own and once
aroused and on guard would nof easily be
overcome.

It was truo. She was not easily over-

come, nor did she casily overconie.
As time passed on her old habitof m

13
|ing ready oxcuso for something she. did

not wish to, do would not be set”aside
without a struggle.. There were  times
when almost every breath brought a well-
franred ‘plan different from the very fact,

’W.YW NSET . e

bub as often her resolve was taken anew,
and now perhaps therd is no.one in that
villago freor from exaggeration and excuse-

“Fmaking,—Christian af' Work..

" A Ricn .Grrr;—The teacher, of a gitls’
school in Africa wished her scholars to
learn to give. She paid them, therefore,
for doing some work for her, so that cach
girl might have something of her own to
give away for Jesus' sake. Among them
was a new scholar, such a wild and ignorant
little heathen that the teacher did not try
to explain to her what the other girls were
doing. The day came when the gifts were
handeéd in. Each pupil brought her piece
of monay, and laid it down, and the teacher
thought-all.the offerings weve. given. But
there stood the new scholar, hugging tight-
ly in’ her arms a pitcher, the only thing she
‘had in the world. She went to the table
‘and put it-among the other gifts, but before
she turned away she kissed it. There is
one who watched and still watches people
casting gifts into his treasury ; would he
not say of this African girl, **She hath cast
in niore than they all” =—Band of Hope.

Goop ?I‘ESIPER, like a suhny day, sheds o
brightness. over evorything. ' It is the
swestener of toil and the soother of dis-
quietnde.—Jrving. ' '

L SCHOLARS' NOTES.

- (From Intexnational Question-:Book:): « *
LESSON IV.--APRTL, 22, ’
THE TEN VIRGINS.—~Matt. 25: 1-13. )
CoMMIT VERSES 104137
GOLDEN TEXT. .

.. And they that were ready, went in'with him to
.gl_}e xm_m:rim;c: and, the door was shut.—Matt,
25:

**+ CENTRAL TRUTH.

.. 'The duty of preparing now for tlic future.
’ v " DAILY READINGS, -
‘M. “Matt. 257 113,
. T. DMatt. 13:1-8. 20:21.
W, - Luko 13: 23-30..
"~ Th., Luke16:1-13,
=K. -Luke 16 : 19-31.
;8¢ «,.a‘Heb.'tL-:~1~1‘}i e

Su.~Rey. 22:,

' ‘HELPS OVER HARD PLACES.

1. Then : at tho coming of the Lord. The Gos-
pel rewards are like a wedding feast. Zen vir-
gins : representing the whole of the professed
followers of Christ.. Lamps : small vessels with
‘a wick andasmall quantity of oil, in these pro-
cessions placed on & stick, like a torch, represent-
.Ing the ontward profession and form of religion ;
what-appears to men. Ient forth to meet the
"Oridegroom ¢ in Oriental weddings the bride-
groom went to the houise of the bride, and then
took her with him to_his own house¢ by night, in
o great procession with torches and music, At
his houso was the wedding banquet. 2. IFivewere
wise: the true Christians. Five were foolish :
}.hq n‘lcrc'profcssors. without truc religionin their
hedrts,

They were foolish not to be prepared for
thefuture. Foolishtookno oil: oxcept whatwasin
their lamps, Theoil rcl])_rcsents thecharacteroutof
which the outward life grows. In the foolish
virgins it was mere emotion, excitement, transi-
cnt; feelings, outward maotives. Like the sced
sown upon stony ground that had no root, 4.
The wisc Look oil tn their vessels ¢ their religious
lifo'grew out of real principle, an earncst char-

.acter, ancw heart, created and sustained by the
HolY Spirit. 5. They all slumbered and slept :
whilo waiting at somo ‘pl.n(;c for the procession to
‘come that they might join it. This is said to
show how unexpeetedly Christ will come to all.
‘The wise slept in gcnc::fu} trust.—the foolish in
false sccurity. 6. The bridegroom cometh : the
.bridegroom.ig Christ when he comes to judge the
world. To us he practically comes at death, In

"a sonse he comes at every crisis of our lives, 9.
Not so ; lest there be not cnough » it is impossible
to give another our character, our new hearts,
our preparation.  Go fo them that scll : go to him
who alone ¢an give you-the nceded preparation.
10. And the door was.shut it was. too late then
to make preparation, and there was no possibility

of ¢itering without it.” Tho_door is often shut to
those who have not prepared themselves by faith
and love and true scrviee, for the op})orumitics

of being and doing good, for death,—for heaven.

Theroisa * toolate.” 12, Jlnow yownot: Ido

not recognizc you as ona of those who should come
in.  You do not belong here.

'S.UBJEC'TI“: THE NECESSITY OF PREPARA.
: TION FOR THE FUTURE. .
: QUESTIONS..

1. THE GosPEL WEDDING FEAST (v, 1),—What
are the Qriental wedding customs referred Lo in
tho parable? Why was it desirabletoattend this
wedding banquet ¢ In what respects are the re-
wards of tho Gospcl like a wedding feast ?

-IL. THE-FIVE W1sE VIRGINS (v8, 1-4).—Who arc
rcf)rcsented by the_ten virgins? How did the
-wise ones show their wisdom 7 'What is repre-
‘sented by'the lamps? by the oilin their vesscls
with their lumgsl “AVhy wasgit wiser 'to be thus
prepared 7. What must we do to be prepared for
the comingof Christ? When is the time.to make
tho preparation 7 . .
111, THE FIvE Foorisit VIRGINS (vs. 1-3). Iow

orouly neglect 2 What is meant by their having
ng.oil.with their lamps 2 What other parable ex-
plains this 2. (Matt. 13 5,6, 20; 21.) T

IV, THEUNEXPEGTED COMING (vs. 5:9.)—Whal
did-the ten virging do while waiting? Was this
wrong ? . When digd the bridegroom come? What
did the virgins then do 2 “Who is represented by

Will it besudden? Doces death always come sud-
donly at gast; ? Do the great crises and opportuni-

it

did these show their folly'? -Was it intentional, |

the'bridegroom ? What is meant by his coming 7 |-

-tics of our lives comoe unexpectedly 7 Why did
not the wise give some of their oil ta the foolish ?
Can we give character, and preparation, and new
Tearts to others however much we may desire it 2
Read some verses about tho coming of the Lord ?
{LThes, 532,35 John 1 :3; Mark 13:32; Matt,
20:37-39;2Tim. 4 :1;1 Thes. 4: 15-17) - -

V. “AND THE DoOR was sutT” (vs, 9-13h—
What did the wise advise the foolish to do!
Who went in to the wedding? Why could 1iof,
the others goin?_What is represented by *the
door wasshut”? Tstherea time when it is {oo-
late for us to prepare for heaven? When is the,
time? What is the preparation - Ilow arec wo
to watch? v E

LESSON V.—APRIL 20,
THE TALENTS,—-MAaTT, 25: 14-30,
CoamiT VERSES 20-21,
GOLDEN TEXT.
Bethou faithful unto death, and T will give thee”
a crown of life.—Rev. 2: 10, :

CENTRAL TRUTH,

Unto every one that hath shall be given, but,
from him thai hath not shall be taken away even.
that which he hath. .

DAILY READINGS.

M., Matt. 25: 18-30.

T. Luke19:11-27,

W, Matt, 13:1-17. °

Th. John 14 : 1-17; 23.27,

F.. Rov.2l:7-14 ;21-27,

Sa, Luke 8: 5-18. )

Su. Rev, 2:1.11, . .
. INrroDUCTION,—This parable is closely con-
neceted with our last lesson, There the virgins
.are rcswrcscntcd as waiting for the coming of the
Lovd, here the servants are working while they

HELPS.OVER HARD PLACES.

- 14, A man ; vepresenting Christ as about 14
leave his disciples, Servants : slaves weve often
in those days employed as this parable describes,
They.represent all Christian professors, 15, J7re
talents : n talent was 3,000 shekels, and a silver
talent'is variously cstimated at from $1.000 to
82,000, In several Bible dictionarvics it is called
$1641.50. 'The talents represent the things God
cutrusts to us, as Gospel truths, wealth, time,
opportunitics, the Bible, the Holy Spirit, the ca-
pacity for religion. dccording to ability ; capa-
city to usc the talents. 16, Traded with the
saane : referring {o tho wise and faithful usc of
all God entrusts to us. Marle other five talents :
true use increases power and ability and oppor-
tunity. 19, Reckoned awith them: in the day of
judpment, But also, in a lesser degree, ab overy
crisis of life, atsdeath. 21, Well done ¢ because,
in fact, he had:done well. Ruler over many
things : larger powers, morc opportunitics,
groater usefulness was his first reward, The joy
of thy lord : the sccond veward of faithfulness.
It is joy like Christ’s,—pure, loving, unselfish, in-
finite, glorious. 2{. o hard man : hard-hearted,
‘He know he was lying . when he said this,
Gathering up the wheat from the threshing-floor,
where he had strewed. or scattered the bundles of
grain in the straw. 25, Thow hast that is thine ;
as if he at least were strictly honest. 26, Tivicked
and slothful : the true reason for his conduct.
Thow lkncwest : you are convicted on your own
showing. 27. Uswry: interest, money paid for
the use of money. ‘T'he word usury is now cm-
ployed to denote unlawful or exorbitant intercst.
28, Take the talent from him : unfaithfulncss
leads to the loss of what is cntrusted to us. 29,
Every one that_hath : uses well what he has, and
{hus, gnly, really possesses.

SUBJECT : WORK "AND WAGES IN TI'IEV
KINGDOM OF GOD.
QUESTIONS.

1. T ENTRUSTED TALENTS (vs, 14, 15).-To
what does Jesus next compare the kingdom of
heaven? Whoisrepresentied by thehouscholder?
Who by the servants?  What by the going into a
far country ¢ How did he divide up his goods?
How much is a talent? Why did he give to some
more than to others? What things are repre-
sented by the talents ! Name some of the talents
entrusted to yon. * : :

II. Tie FAITHRUL SERYVANTS AND THEIR RE-
wanrp (vs. 1623.—How did the man with five
talents usethem ?  What isrepresented by “trad-
ing"? Howmuchdid hegain? In what way can”
we increase our powers and usefulness? (v, 20,)
Can you give any examples or illustrations ?

Wiien did the lord refurn? What is meant, by
the *reckoning”? In what two ways was the
‘man with the five {alents rewarded 2 Are these -
always the rewards of faithfulness? What is it
to enler into the joy of our Lord ?

How did the man with Lwo talentsact? Was
there any difference between his roward and that
of the other? Could the man with one talent
have had a like reward 2” What, lesson can you
tearn from the faithful servant ?- :

111 I'rE UNPROFITABLE SERVANT "AND HIS
Farte (vs. 21-30).—How did thc man with one
talenbuse 6?2 What excuse did he give forso
doing? Is God ever ahardmaster? Doces he seem -
so to_ the wicked? How was the cxcuse ans-
wered ? What is represented by burying the
talent in the carth?- In what two ways was the
unfaithful servant punished? What do we loso
by unfaithfulness ¢ Is v. 29a true picture of life?
What lessons do you learn froim the unfaithful

servant ?, .
LESSON CALEXNDAR.
(Sccond. Quarter, 185S.)

. Apr. 1,—The Marriage Feast.—Matt, 22: 114,
Apr. 8—Christ’s Last Warning.—Matt, 23:

19

27-39.
3. Ap:‘-; 151.—Christian Watchfnlness.—Matt. 24 :
2.5L . :

4. Apr. 22.—=The Ten Virgins. — Matt, 25
=13. . [

5. Apr. 20 —The Talents—Matt 25 1 1430,

6. May 6.—The Judgment.—Madtt, 25:31-46. -
7. May 13.—The Lord’s Supper.—Maft., 26:17-30.

S. M:% 20,—~Jesus in Gethsemane,—Matt., 26:

9. May 27.—Peter’s Denial.—Matk, % : 6775, .
10; Juno 3,—Jesus Crucified,—Matt : 30,

11. June 10. . . 282 3 ’

12, J mic 17.—The Greay Commission.—Matt. 28 ¢

13. Revie
Missions.

'\\-', Temperance.—~1 Cor. §: 1-13, and
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THE HOUSEHOLD.

BE POLITE 10 YOUR DAUGHTERS
-+ - AND SONS. ’

50 (American Kindergarten,) [

We overheard » gentleman, the other
day, telling his grown son how on the pre-
ceding Sabbath he had found the hymn in
the book and handed it to his daughter.
He vemarked : ** She flushed as she took
it, and was fmmensely set up.. I do not
think I ever found the place for her befors.”
She always had been to him a little girl,
but her evident pleasure and pride in his
‘attention opened his eyes. Romp and
tumble “with your -children as you will,
treat them as babies, or the gitls as tom-
boys, but please remember that * There is
a'time for all things,” and when you are
with the child before strangers, a formal
introduction of ““ Miss Mabel,” withall due
regard to thelittle lady’s dignity, will make

rents carr imaging, Papa and mammy are
to her the wisest and the best beings on the
earth. There is also a little woman grow-
ing in the child’s heart, with all the wo-
mun's dignity and sensitiveness, and when
mamma and papa treat her in publie with

repay youw iny her graceful acceptance of the
honor,

- In the street, or the restaurant, coming
home from chureh, or at the social gather-
ing, wherever you take the child, polite at-
tentions shown, in the same way that they
are shown toolder persons, tend to make the
child love and respect both father and mo-
ther, and while they satisfy the natural
craving for such things they prevent pre-
cocious seeking after them from those out-
side of the family,

If the father is extremely careful in such
matters, and transgresses in no way, when
taking the daughter to church, be quite
certuin that no boys will pay her atteition
unless they ave fully up to the Father’s
standivd of etiquette, I1f the father at
church, social gathering, or place of busi-
ness ' is obliged to leave the child for
n ‘while, and says, , “Pleasc excuse me,
T will come for you,” ete., he may ‘be per-
fectly certain that- when later in life a

mand yuite as much politeness and consid-
eration ‘'of him,

If one wishes to study the effect of polite-
ness to girls, they can casily try it when
opportunity offers, by handing a plate of
refreshiments, ora glass of water to some
child of their acquaintance with the same
little deferentinl bow, or the sume form
of words; that would have been employed
in serving the belle of the evening. If the
child has not been treated too much like
baby, and made to feel that children do not
belong in any way to “‘grown-up” people,
there will be a-very decided flush of plea-
sure, and the little one will beamn on you
and warm to%your conversation ina charm-
ing way. .

Aboveall things do not snub your daugh-
ters in public. If, when you introduce
thew-to.some stranger or friend, the child
ventures to sty o word or two of the com-
monpluce remarks usual -at such times, do
not express any disapprobation. - v

When-there is an opportunity to tuke the
child otit cousting, to ride to the village, to

u warmer place in her heart than most pa-’

respect and consideration, be sure she will.

young gentleman escorts her, she will de-}

but merely of her power in moulding the | ning t6 notice, and to. babble out their

mamneis and social habits of the coming | monosyllabic utterances, ave so engaging,
man, ~ While the religious and nioral in-|thit the temptation all the time is to wake
fluence of the father and mother are of | up their faculties ; they are alwuys on ex-
pargmount importance, the moulding of the | hibition, always being roused up to show

external man can'not. be’ neglected by pa- |t
rents without injury to the child. - 8

heir pretty ways to admiving friends, con-
tantly on the alert, tossed and dandled and

How early the mother may begin in|played with, when they had far better be
teaching the boy to be polite and thought- { left lying quictly in the erib.

ful T do not know.. I have secen cuses

A very great deal in the direction of

where the instruction began at five and | training can be accomplished by. accustom-
was immensely successful.  The little fel- | itig the baby to lie still in its.cradle wlién
low may need mother’s protection atnearly | awake, Anxious mothers, on the wateh
every step, and yet he may give mamma | for evory movement, are far too apt to take
his hand as she steps across the gutter, and | the child up the moment it moves or
be proud to dv so.  On the horse car if he | awakens ; it looks 50 pretty, and engaging
has the farein advance, and is tauglit when | too, with the pink color in its little cheeks,
and how to pay, gives the conductor the [and the bright eyes opening with awaken-
signal to stop, gets out in advance of the|ing interest. It is very tempting to take
mother and seems to tuke caré of her, lie]it up and toss it around, sing to it, make
will be pleased beczuse he is playing man. | all those many uneanny noises which some

The lesson is useful all the same. "At the [ mothers think essential to -its develop-
ferry gates he can go in in advance and no [ ment ; and baby is so bright.and winsome,
one need.see when the money was handed | so smart; as it is the fashion to. say, ov so

to him. Indeed the best way is t&provide | ¢
it for-him in his pocket-book at home;" e

unning, that few reflect how bad all this
xeitement and turmoil is for the nerves,

In the country the little fellow’s hiand (or traco a connection hetween the noisy
may be of no earthly use in getting out of | chirping and tossing of the play-liour and

the waggon, yet it should be taken all the

the restless, uneasy slecp in the evening.

same, and the. *“ Thank you” should gome | It is not a welcome fact, but it is a very
just as sweetly.and politely-as-it "was said | prégnant one, that the less babies are talked

to your lover. before marriage. -

to and noticed the first year, the better,

In a word, teach the boy to make love | All success in, training them, indced, de-
to his mamma and let the father make love [ pends upon this eulin letting them alone,
to his daughter. 'This is the kéy-note to|leaving the nerves unwrought upon, and

the whole matter.  &s the boy grows older|a

llowing the little frame time to become

the duty of escorting his mother and sis- |accustomed to the strain upon it of ac-

ters, if he has them, will not be wearisome, | quaintance with this restless, rioting world
indeed they will bé plensurable, if the child | of ours,

lias been emrly trained to them and been
taught the pleasures of politeness. Bro-|a

‘Tho' children of the working poor
ve in this respect far better off than

thers too frequently neglect. their sistors [those of the well-to-do ; if later they miss
becalise they are not rewarded as other|much in the eculture of good habits,

boys would be by the same girls, The
brother assumes ownership of his sisters ag’

they are, as babies, 'left’ so much
‘alone, that, take them all in all, they are

they do of him. He often shirks irksome | peaceable and quiet. . One ravely hears
dutics as boves- that are unreasonable. |the chai-woman or seamstress talk of
They take tho brother as amatter of course, | walking up an down all night with a

—when they can"get him.

i fretful, excitable baby. One of the com-

When the boy becomes. tall enough so | pénsations of poverty is that its children
that you can take hig arm, even though |are.left in peace, for the reason thatnoone
somewhat awkwardly, do so- when on the{has timie to spend on exciting them. It
street by all means,  Depend upon him for | my be a negative training that they get,
all thosé little. acts of -politeness, and as-|but it'is the very best sovt of training for
sistance which will be expected of him in|the baby undér a twelvemonth, and one

the years to come. 't

hat may be very advantageously copied by

When you ask him for a glziss of water | mothers and nurses.—Janet B. Runtz-Rees,
do.not fail to acknowledge it, as you would | Frowi Deniorést's Monthly for February.

if it wero tendered you by one of your own
age. Call attention to the child, .at proper |
times, by introdueing him in due form.
Teach him to lift his hat to his Iady friends |-
and acquaintances. When you bow to

IIOUSE PLANTS.
The way house-plants thrive on the

‘dregs of coffec left at breakfast is admira-

o lady seo that his hat comes off, and that |ble. The grounds are a good mulch on

he bows as well.

the top of the soil, but a little care must be

By beginning early, these things interest .given not to leb them sour and get musty
the boy and he is glad to perform the little | in coolish, damp weather.

acts which raise himin his own estimation.

“The great trouble with house plants,

In them all, there must be a constant re- 'gxfentmt' than errors in watering, is letting
turn of all the little acts of courtesy. | the potsbe exposed to the sun, ~Thefibrous

While he is taguht to act and, play and be T
a lover, the mother must not fail to-be
sweetheart as well. In fact the mother]c
must have a double relation to her son.

00ts soon’ grow to the side of the pot, and

thése are baked in full sunshiine, trebly hot

oming through' glass, which condenses its

rays, and the tips are soon killed. The

She may be all that the word mother meuns ;\\(lgole ball of carth is baked over aud over,
and yet not wholly performt the duties|dpily, and yet people wonder why they

which fall upon her. * She must be, as has
been said, sweetheirt us well.: He may.
take her to make calls, to concerts, tv go.
coasting, to walk in the fields and in it all

don't -sugceed--with "house-plants. Shade
the sides” of- the pots always, either by
plunging in a box of sand, moss, cocoa fibre
or ‘sshes, or place & thin board on edge

a prejudice against having a sean down
the nuadle of a bed may utilize the sheets
by cutting them over into pillow and
bolster slips,  This'ig ‘especially advisable
if the sheets are of linen.. No fragments
of this or of damuask tablé-cloths or napkins
should everbe throwh away. If the pieces
of linen are not large enough to make full-
sized cuses, they may serve as covers to
children’s pillows, may be “doubled and
made into squares for babies’ napkins or
towels, or into wash cloths. The small
bits that are impracticable for any other
purpose are admirable for binding up cut
tingers, or steeping in liniment to Iay upon
a burn or wound. —Herper's Bazar.

RECIPES.

O1L IT.—A few drops of cheap sweet oil often
saves o great amountof the costly “‘elbow grease.”
Bear that in mind when turning the crank of
the clothes wringer or any other contrivance,

C1igaP TEa CakE.—One cup of sugar, one cup
of milk, three cups of flour and one-half cup of
butter, two teaspoonfuls of baking powder, one
teaspoonful of caraway seedsand Lwo tablespoon-
fuls of currants. :

MiLKPoAST.~Wet the pan to be used with ¢old
water, which prevents burning., Melt an ounce
of floured butter ; whisk into it a pint of hot mille ;
add a little salt; simmer, Preparve. four slices of
toast, put them in a deep dish one at a time,

our a lirtle of the milk over each, and over the
ast one pour the remainder of the milk,

CHocoLATR FILLING Foik CaARE.—Half a cake
of sweet cliocolate grated, half a cup of sweet
milk, the same of powdered sugar, the yolk of one
egm, nnd o tablespoonful of extract of vanilla,
Stir the chocolate in the milk: add the eggs, su-
gar, and vanilla ; set it in a vessel of boiling wa.~
ter and stir until a stift’ jelly. When cold, spread
it between the layers of cake. Used also as a
frosting for eake, :

YorrsmRE PUDDING.—One pint milk, three
eggs, flowr to make a thin_batter, as for griddle
cakes, and o little salt, Half an hour before the
roast isdone, remove from the dripping-pan, pour
out nearly all the gravy and pour in the pudding
batter. Returntotheoven; lay a broiler over the
pan containing the Rudding. and on this placo the
roast, In half an hour pudding and roast will
be doneg.  The juices of the meatb dripping upon
the pudding make it very rich. 1t can also be
baked in a separate, well-greased pan, always
serving ut once and with the meat and gravy.

STEWED MacARONL--Half a pound of “pipe”
or of *straw” macaroni, one cup of milk, one tea-
spoonful of minced onions, one tablespoonful of
butter, half a cupful of cheese, pepper and salt to
taste, bit of soda in milk. Break the macaroni
into short pieces, and cook about twenty minutes
in_boiling waler, salted. Meanwhile heat the
milk, dropping in a tiny pinch of soda with the
anion,to the scalding point.  Strainout the onion,
drain the water froin the macaroni and put the
milk into a sauce-pan, Stirin the butter, cheese,
pepper and salt, finally the macaroni. Cook threo
minutes and turn into o deep dish.

—-———
PUZZLES.
TRANSPOSITION.
Within every oneon two
There's a grain of good, 'tis said ;

None so vile but can eschew
Bad, dnd choose the good instead.

Yor example, think of Gough—
Could o drunkard fall more low ¢

. His reforning was the scoft
Of his friends (7), as we all know,

CAb ! but what a power for good
In that fallen nnture lay !
This reflection should be food
For those who-reform gainsay.

_PLED FISIL

1, Lmoans,; 2, Nayvoch. 3 Tutor. 4, Amplery.
5. Lutelw. 6. Rosegunt. 7. Bkiteselack. 8. Laose,

ENIGMA,

My first the schoolboy has to do
Vhen lessons are assigued ;
Attention sgon is called to two,
Which he's reguired to flnd.
My third, when'come to man's estate,
He sceks with all his sou) H
And if success his efforts crown,
He decmis lis bliss my whole.

./‘.\ '

find lessons in thie art of wooing, and still-|acreds the front of the plant shelf, that will BEHEADINGS.

go downtown in-the street cars, or to go

may go with the father, change the or-
dinary form of invitation. Instead of tell-
ing the child to’ ““ Get ready,” or saying,
* You;can go if you wish,” suy, “I would
be plensed to have you walk downtown
with me.” In fact, us nearly as-iaxy be,
use the form.of invitation which would be
given to an intimate lady friend. T shall
never forget the pleased, womanly satis-
faction that T have seen conwe over a child’s
face when some thoughtful friend has
given such an invitation. It rewdinds me
of the luok I have sometimes seen when I
have lifted my hat to u littlo lady on the
street. S )

In many vespects . father ean make his

out on any of thé errands where tne girl|

be & most-thorough, hearty boy, With a

"¢6iiid ahinost to.the top of thie pots. Eet

mother for s sweetheart, how can the boy |the plants have the sun, but shade the

choose wrong \s:llell' later in life, he looks,
around him for a”companion. The result
of such a truining ‘will be, that -he will | fi
choose a wife'ns nearly like his mother, in
her training and views of life; as it is pos-

sible for him to find: : )

pots. A -good way to scrcen them is to sot
cach pot in one two sizey or more larger,

lling the space with moss or sand!
The best gardeners suy that the” porous

common: .pots are not 0. good for house-

lunts as those glazed or painted outside.

In conclugion, T; wish to add a disclaimer, | Thie reason is that evaporation is constant
I do not advocate. making children into’| from the sides-of the'porous pots, and the

-mature men:and’:women, even in nanners. _I'O?tfg are not 9111
I think they should be kept children as| ¥ick's Magazine.

long as possible, There are times when
we would always gladly -find grown up

manners in ourchildren, and the attentions always repaiving_ needed npon . bud  and

y drier but colder for it.—

——————
‘BesipEs the weekly mending, there is

I have deseribed, if bestowed a8 the proper | gibig linen, _The pieces thut are not presy-
time, will go.far to .make dur boys *little Angly needed may be laid aside.on o shelf

daughters. He can certainly forin their
tastes nnd decide in advance what kind of
men they will preferto associate with, " 1f
he neglects them they may-lhave wild idens
of what should be the external quulities of

Mothers. szt do- éven-more-for-the yong
than the fathers can for the daughters,

gentlemen” and ovur girls- * lndies” at- the
times when we most desire
— W B Purtridge.

“KEEP .BABY QUIET,
the men with whom_they come in_zontuet..|. .. What. Lwould.faln-donew is-totnsiatonged
e fon-the hipoitinée of “ubsolute guiet and
calm in the first twelve months of the
Of a *“ mother’s influence” I do not speak, | young child’s life, Little children begisi-

them to be such.

in the linen ¢loset, to be picked up at-vdd

| seasons. In some families sheets are al-

were hitherto the oute
Shey-may-receive theit shiare of "the wear.
This is technically termed ¢ turning”
sheets, and was inore prevalent years ago

than'it is now. Those people who cherish

- | ways cut in "two lengthwise, as they begin |-
;2] to  becoine thin in the ceiitre, und what
edges. joined, thut

1, Behead the staflof life, and leave a verb,
2. Behead something you wear around your
arn, and leave a geometrienl term, .
3. Beliead a truit and leave Lo exist,
© 4, Behead something you wear, and leave o
kindly feeling., .
5, Behiead something 1o put thingsin, and lenve
u fowl of the air, = -
G.L‘Bchcml to live, and leave a receptaclo for
water. .
7. Beheud what you often call a disugrecuble
person, und leave o mineral,
-8, Behead sonething to pnt things in, and leave
an animal,
9. Behead something Lo drink out of, and leave

Jtayoung girl,

10. Behead un anbnal, and leuve u part of the

ady, .
- L. Behiead sormcething that you eat, und loave

goniething:that you do;
14 Behead something that you wear, and leave
o conjunction. © - ’

13. Behend o time-piece, and leave something
to sccure. with., . . :
ANSWERS.TO PUZZLES IN NUMBER 7.

- Cuaraps—Readjustable.

- BN16MA.—~TTorse-shoe,
ABUrorEAN R1veER—~ Volga,

- CRagapE—-Mad-agms-ca”

. EnigMa,~Shukespeare. |

CORRECT ANSWERS RECEIVED.

Correct, answers have been received from Ethel

Clancy, Lillian A. Greenz, and Herbert . Marsh,
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' The Family Circle.

HANS, THE JANITOR.

BY MARY A. P. STANSBURY,

I do not know that the school-boys at
“Granville Hall” were-worse than many
others, or that Harvld Lee, the leader of
their many pranks, exceeded his fellows in
mischievous propensities, so much as in
ability to invent and execute. Boys often
do wrong with scarcely any thought of the
consequences, either to themselves or
others, '
So I suppose that not one of the *‘ Gran-
villians,” as they facetiously called them-
selves, coolly intended to treat the new
janitor cruelly. They only forgot that
the same sort of hearts beat under broad-
cloth and homespun, and that in the great
household of the one Father, there are no
strangers or foreigners. ,
The old Irish junitor, who resigned his
position, on account of ill health, had been
one of the fixtures of the Institution. .
The new official was a totally different
individual—a tall, slender German boy, of
eighteen or thereabouts, dressed in coarse,
foreign-made clothing, his hands and feet
protruding in an out-growing fashion from
sleeves and trousers-legs, his blonde hair
straggling about a face strongly marked with
small-pox, and his general awkwardness
heightened by a trick of bashful blushing
when addressed, —he became at once a mark
for the target-practice of aspiring school-boy
wit. He received all meekly, but the
flood of tell-tale color on his scarred face,
and an occasional mistiness which the hon-
est blue eyes were always turned away to
hide, showed the rankling on the wound in
hig heart.

" Once only he turned like an over-pressed
stag at bay. It was when Charley Went-
worth, passing him in the hall, gave his
coarse sleeve a pull, saying, ** Your mammy
madeyour coat before she learned the trade,
didn’t she, Hans ?” .

The young trifler was, not prepared for
the strong hand upon his collar, and the
sudden fire that shot from the blue eyes
straight into his own, .

“You shall say of me what you like,
I answers noting,—but it is not of mein
mutter that you shall speak !”” said a voice
so strong and clear in its hot indignation
as scarcely to be recognizable. Charley
was too greatly astonished to offer any re-
sistance, and as he felt the hand at his
throat slowly relax, he looked anxiously
around to sabisfy himself that there had
been no witnesses of his humiliation, and
hurried away without & word.

Theautumnsession wasjustclosingand the
holidays near ab hand. The boys were in
uncontrollable spirits at the prospect of
home and Christmas chieer, and as a kind
of safety valve for their excitement had
planned a secret ‘“spread,” to be held in
Harold Lee's room, accompanied by various
sorts of merry-making wholly incousistent
with the rules and proprieties of Granviile
Hall. Insomeunacesuntablemanner, how-
ever, the scheme was discovered and frus-
trated by the principal, and its projectors
severely reprimanded.

* T tell you wha I believe it is, after
all,” said Will Barton, standing in the midst
of an excited group in acorner of the play-
ground. ““When Hal and I were talking
the thing over in hisroom, the other after-
noon, we heard a little noise outside the
door,  Hal opened it quick and locked out,
and there was that sneaking Hans Lehmann
just going along, with his face as red asa
bect. Wo didn't think anything at.the
time, but I'll lay you ten to one that he'd
Jeen listening.” .

‘“Ibelieve you're right, Will!” cried Jack
Hartavell, “and that explains his being
closeted with the professor, when I went in
toidisk abontthose Latinverses. Heblushed
up, then, when he saw me looking at him,
and acted as if ho'd been stealing a sheep.”

Tho chain of circumstantial evidence was
certainly a very slight one, yet quite suffi-
cient to establish in the boys’ minds a con-
vietion of Ians’ guilt.

“Confound his. meddling 7 cried one,

and *“What shall wo do with the Dritch-
man ?” said ancther. L
won't soon forget #” said Will; and several
others quickly assented.” " o

deliberation.” *T'll tell you & better thing
to'do, and one that we can get more fun
out of than the ‘spread.’ “Wait till Wed-
nesday night. School will be out,. you
know, and we all ready to start for-home.
the next morning. We'll nub the: fellow
after lights ave out, take him into the north
mathematical room, and hold a-court, and

lark, and we won'’t delay justice,: eithert”

“The very thing! What a boy you are
to plan ? cried the boys in an admiring
chorus. o
“ The details of the scheme were soon ar-
ranged, The appointed evening arrived,’

his little attic-chamber, he .was suddenly
seized from behind, his arms pinionéd, a
handkerchief ~drawn tightly across his
mouth, and he himself hurried into a dimly-
lighted room already occupiced by a score or
more of masked figures arranged in mockery
of & court of justice. , S

I need not stop to describe the shamtrial
which followed, since it is chiefly with. the
penalty inflicted thab our story is concerned.

Of course, the prisoner was pronounced
guilty, and he was sentenced toa thorough

Gagged as before, he was hurried downa
rear stairway, divested of coat and waist-
coat, and a stream of icy cold water turned
pitilessly upon hisshivering form.. Chilled

covering stiffened in the wintry air, he was,
at last, set free, and allowed to make the
best of his way in the darkness to his own
solitary room. .~ Co

Most of the boys were to leave by the
early train next day, and in the hwry of
departure, there wastime for no more than
a few whispered references to the night’s
sport, as they observed that ‘‘the Dutch-
man” wasn't around this morning. - -

Swiftlyas theweeks of the vacation passed
to those who spent them in Joviig and luxu-
rious homes, they were sadly long to poor
Hans, the janitor.

““What has become of Hans? Harold
Lee asked the housekeeper, two or three
days after his return to school. )

“The poor lad was taken sick, Master’
Harold, the very day that you young gentle-
men went away, and it was nigh to death’s
door that he lay for many days, I assure
you. My hands were too full to give him
the care he needed, so he was moved down
to Widow Burns', in the village. It was
pneumonia that he had. He is around
again now, and came up the other day to
usk for his place again ; but Professor Brown

he would tot take -Hans back ab pres-
ent, My heartached for thelad, helooked
so pale and disappointed.”

There was a choking sensation in Harold's
throat, and he turned away to hide the hot
flush of shame that mounted to-his very
temples. o '

It could never have been he who told
on us before,” thought Hal, and with the
swift impulsiveness which charucterized
him, he said to himself, *T'll go and find
him to-morrow, It was all my fault, and
the boys shall do something handsome for
him,” .

But alas for Harold's tardy repentaitce !
The morning found his own frume racked
with pain and burnt with fever, The phy-
sician whio had been hastily summoned came
from his roon with:a face appullingly grave
and anxious, and sought an immediate con-
gultation with the prineipal.

It was soon known that Flal Lee, the
daring, dashing leader of the **Granvil-
lians,”  was ill with that terrible disease,
small pox. That he must at once be re-
nwvet{’from the building, admitted of no
question. What could be done? .

The-vesponsibility of immediate decision
rested entirely upon physicinit and teacher,
since ¥al was an orphan, and his gunrdian
then absent in Europe. - There wasa small,
empty cabin in the outskirts of the tow,
which could be comfortably fitted up for the
sick boy, but who could be induced to act
as riurse ? In this troublesome dilemma Dr,
Gray was surprised by a visit from Hans
Lehmann, : ' .

T haf had this seekness,” he said, point-
ing to his scarred cheek, ‘“‘and I haf not

“Let's give him such a thrashing s he|

‘tand gentle spirit, and the offer was gladly
‘ No, boys!” said Hal Lee, after somé/ :

try and sentence him; - It'll be no end of a ¢

‘I'say, in answer,to the Principal’s anxious

and as the unsuspecting janitor wasseeking’

drenching under the play-ground pump. |

to the very marrow, his thin remaining |

had got 2 new man that suited him well, so |-

fexr. I will take care of Master Harold so
well as I can.” : ‘ ’

Dr. Gray had learned during Hans’ own
‘recent illness to recognize the boy's faithful
aceepted. . . . ‘

. .Then, indeed, there began in the lonely
room to which Hal was hastily conveyed, a
hand-to-handstrugglewithdeath, Through
all those days and nights of agony, when
‘the sick boy lay tossing in delivium, a loath-
.some semblance of his old self, Hans' pa-
-tient, tender, watchful care never once fal-
tered. et :

For a time the chances were so evenly
balanced, ‘that a mere breath, it seemed,
might turn the scale for life or death ; but
at last,"a day came, ‘when Dr, Gray could

inquiry, . *‘He' will live; but it is Hans
Lehmann, and not X, who, under God, has
:saved him.” S
. “Through' his long, slow ‘convalescence,
:Hal had; ample opportunity ‘to learn the
.worth of the liumble, faithful heart, which
hé and his thoughtless schoolmates had ‘so
despised. .- . : ‘ L
0 Hans !” he said, one day, “ you could
.never have done all this for me if you had
known'that it was I who planned the trial,
And it was I, too, who was the judge, and
.ordered you to be shamefully treated, .If
you had died when you wvere so sick, what
should T haye been now - :

¢ T did know,” said Hans, slowly, “for I
did kitow your voice in the room.”
~ “ And yet youcould do all'that you have
.done ! What made you, Hans "

ans blushed deeply. - } )

**There was no oder,” he answered sim-
ply. .“‘I was notafraid of the seekness, I
-could not stayaway, and yet haf right in
my heart.” e paused a moment, and then
added, in a tone of passionate intensity,
““It is not mooch that T can do, but I nust
haf right in my heart !” ‘

Not -all the sermons to which Hal had
ever listened, no book that he had read,
‘had so impressed him with the grand idea
of .duty, as these broken sentences, All
his proud spirit was humbled, and he seemed
to himself to be lying- at the foot of the
shining road up which the steps of the poor
German boy had gone.

““Oh! if I could do something like this
for you, Hans!” he said at last; “but I
fear I never can 1’

His thin hand moved tremulously, and
as Hans took it in his own, the two lads, so
widely separated in station and oubward
circumstances, sealed a silent compact of
souls never to be broken.

¢ You have told me so little about your-
self, Hans,” said Hal, one day—‘“your
father and mother, and-your old home.”

A tender light shone in the boy's blue
cyes.

*“Mein fader has been already long time
in heaven,” he answered, ‘“‘yet it seems no
more than yesterday since I feel his hand
on my head, and I hear him say, ¢Hans,
take care of your moder and of Katrine !’
Katrine ismy litttlesister, Ah ! if I¢ould
show her to you, Master Hal! So sweet
and so pretty--not like me !”

“Haven’t you a picture of her ¢’

“‘No—only in ‘my heart always. DBut
when I seo & rose, I say with myself, ¢ That
is like my. Iatchen's cheek I and the’ star
in the heaven, thatis her eye, and the bird
in the trec sings not so sweet as she. O
mein God! when shall I see lher and the
moder oncemore 5

*Why did you lenve them, then 7"

“Ah! Master Yal, it is not.in the old,
country as in thisland. Thereit;is so that
the young men - must go for:soldiers.. And
my moder—she suy she can not.let mo.go
by-and-by.- And 1like not the:;army’ and
the wars, I willto stay with my moderand
‘Katchen, as mein fader had saidi - So I suy,

free land,~—and when 1 haf monéy;iso: will
1 bring you and the little sister to me.’

£¢ And see.!.it is three years already since
I have come, and I eat nut niooch, and I
‘wear the old clothes which I had, aud Lsave
always some money, till—"

He stopped short, and the quick blood
mounted again to his temples.

T whet? O Hans! T know !” eried
Hal.  ““You had to spend it all when you
were sick 77 . , .

" ‘I meant not to say it! I haf forgot my-
self 1” suid the boy, in a distressed tone.

-¢*O what a brute, I have been | I shall

¢ Moder, ery not, for1 go to Awmeriex,. that [

But cven as he turned remorsefully up-
on liis pillow, a happy light czme into his
eyes. Here, abt least, was o wrong that
could yet be repaired. The pain of body,
the lonely aching of heart, which Hans had
suffered, belonged to the irrevocable past,
but the miracles which mere money could
perform, were yet within his power. No
project for his own pleasure had ever been
made half so eangerly as the plan, which in
the few following days, rapidly matured in
his thought.  He would not say one word
of it to Hans,—indeed, he was half afraid
to meet his faithful eyes, lest they should
read the happy secret. o

To kind Dr. Gray he confided all its de-
tails. . e S

¢My guardian is in Berlin, you know,”
he said, “‘and not far away is the little vil-
lage where Hans' mother lives., Guardy
will be so glad tomanage it all forme. Ile
will give hier all the information she may
need, and buy the. stenmer ticket for her,
She will Iand in New York before Hang
knows that she has left -the little cottage
‘under the lindens,’ that he is always talk-
ing about,” ' -

Weeks passed, and Harold, well and
strong, was once more in his place at school,
Hans, too, had resumed his former dutics,
but the old days of insult and shame were
gone forever. Hisnoble spirit had won an
enduring victory. ]

But the best was yeb to come. A little,
cottage belonging to Dr. Gray was being
prepaved for some new tenant,  Strangely
enough, the academy boys, who usually
troubled themselves but little with village
affairs, were not only interested spectators,
but sharers of the work, :

One pleasant morning, Dr. Cray and
Harold seb out for the city, They returned
in the evening, Hal walking from the sta-
tion, but Dr. Gray beiug driven directly to
the vacant cottage. )

““Come .down street with me, Ilans,”
said Hal, when supper was over, ** [ warit
you for a little while.” '

“Why do you look so sad tu-night,
Hang ¥

¢Qh, it’s noting, Master Hal! Ouly,
last night, I drean of the moder and the
little Katrine, and when I wuke, T am all
day sosorry.” o
. .They.drew near the cottage us he.spoke.
A bright light was shining from the win-
dows, and shadows moved upon the snowy
curtains, :

Harold opened the gate and led the way
up the dooryard path. He tapped at the
door and opened it without waiting for a
reply.

Ajiit:tle tea-table, covered with a spotless
cloth, wasspread in the middle of the room,
and a kettle sang merrily over the bright
fire,

But who was the tidy, fair-faced woman
in a blue stuff-gown of foreign matgrial and
fashion, who turned with outstretched
arms ?—the child, blue eyed and golden-
haived, who sprang forward with acry of
half-delirious joy ? : :

“ Mutter ! atchen ! cried Hans, in a
trembling voice, as dizzy and faint he sank
into a chair, but his head was on his ino-
ther's bosom, and the child was clinging
about his knees, while through the sud-
denly opening door of the adjoining room,
poured in a delegation of academy boys, and
** Threa cheers for Hans ! were given so
lustily that the very dishes on the table
rang again. -

Hans is still janitor at the Hall, but he
speaks better English now, and finds time”
to study, every day, when work is over.
His mother keeps. the tidiest pastry shop’
if all the village, and, supported by the
loyal constituency of the hail, she is con-
stantly able to lay by something toward the
monthly puyments which Hans is making

for the cottage.

And what shall T say of pretty Katrine?
If not o * Duughter of the Regiment,” she
is, ut least, the **Sistér of the ¢ Granvil-

lians’."  The boys save for her the juiciest

oranges and rosivst apples, they draw her

on their sleds in wiuter, and bring her wild
flowers and berries, as trophies of their
sununer Saturday afternoons,

The cottage *‘under the lindeéns” is not
forgotten, nov the white cross in the little
church-yard, far across the ses, where the
husband and futher sleeps ; yet very dear
to Hans aud his mother have grown the
new land, and the home which hus re-
warded humble self-sncrifice and fidelity to

hate myself forever !” sobbed Hal,

duty.—~Charch and Home,
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THE COREAN EMBASSY.

The growing interest manifested in the
Hermit Nation by the people of the west
- has been increased latelyeby the arrival ab
Washington of an cmbassy, the first ever
sent fiom that kingdom,to any country,
gave China and Japan,  Our picture shows
these dignitaries as they ave on their way
to the room of the President. The depu-
tation includes :—Pak Chung Yang, Minis-
ter ; Yi Wan Yong, Secretary of Legation;
YilTa Yong, Second Seerétary ; Yi Sang
Ja, Third Secretary; Yi Chah Yang, In-
terpreter ; Yi Hun Yong aud Kang Chin
_Hi, Minister's private secretaries; while
Dr. M. N. Allen, of Ohio, who has been
for several years at Seoul, attached to the
courb as physician, takes general charge of
the party as foreign secretary. There are
also three Corean servants with the party,
whose numes are not given, bub the loss,
says a contemporary, is slight, inasmuch as
. shade of uncertainty restseven upon the
orthography of the names of the more dis-
tinguished visitors, '

Kate Foote, the Washington .correspon-
dent of the New York Independent, thus
describes them :
‘ed men, because they have that ¢ Semitic
gerenity’ which is common to those races,
the Chinese and the Japanese and the Tast
Indians, who are not Avyan by descent.
They dress like Coreans, and not like
Chinese. One would never mistake then ;
“the Coreans wear long tunies from shoul-
ders to feet, where the Chinese have &
shiort. outer one over a long one under-
neath, generally of two colors.. The Cor-
ean wears o hat more marvellous than the
civilized chimney-pot. It is equally stitl
and equally black, but is a three-story
sugar-loaf with straight, round brim. The
belt wb the waist is a hoop, standing away
from the figure and apparently inlaid with
shells or something glittering, as one could
not peep too closely, although American
curiosity staves a good deal.  Two of them
wear the esthetic stork among water lilies,
embroidered upon satin panels and hung
down their backs, so that, as an amused by-
stander said, ¢ They must take care, or the
young ladies will get lold of them und

“They are well-manner- |

gtand them in the corners of their. draw-
ing-rooms.” I am told, however, thab ib is
not intended as an object of vertu, bubis a
decoration like the Golden Flecce, or the
orders worn by the diplomats. Two of
the Legation spéak English learned at an
American Government school in their.own
country. They are settled in a house in
the west end, and it is said will enbertain,
as well as the Chinese, at whoni'they .Jook
black wherever they meet.”.

e e

PROHIBITION SAVES THE BOYS:

The best argument I found in Maine for
prohibition was by an editor of a paper in

Portland, that was, for political reasons, |
Thad a cunversation }

mildly opposed to it.
with him which ran something like this :

“ Where were you born 7’ N .

“In a village about sixty miles from
Bangor.” . -

“Do you remember the condition of
things in your village prior to prohibition 7

¢ Distinetly. There wasa vast amount
of drunkenness, and consequent disvrder
and poverty.” .

¢ What was the effect of prohibition {”

“Tt shut up all the rwm shops, and
practically banished liquor from the. village.
1t becune one of the most quiet and pros-
perous places on the globe.” ‘

« How long did you live in the village
after prohibition ¥’

* Tiloven years, or until T was twenty-one
years of age.”

“Then ¥

“Then I went to Bangor.”

“Do you drink now ¥’

T have never tasted a drop of liquor in
my life.” . '

“Why 1

“Upto the age of twenty-one I never
saw it, and after that I did nob care to take
on the habit.”

There is all there is in it.  If the boys of
the country are not exposed to the in-
fernalism, the very menare sure not to be.
This man-and his schoolmates were saved
from rum by the fact that they could not
get it until they were 6ld enough to know

-y one.,

better. TFew men are drunkards who

know not the poison till after they are
twenty-one.
and whiskey men want.—Fachange,

— :

THE “TONGUE’ GUARD SOCIETY.”

“The Tongue Guard Society is one where
the members pledge themselves to give one
penny to its trensury every time they spenk
disparagingly of another person.. The
money thus raised is for the benefit of the
poor. It was organized the last year in
Hartford, Conn., and atonce became popu-
lar, and several others have been organized
for the same purpose in that vieinity. It
would.be well to muke it universal.
CONSTITUTION OF TTE TONGUE GUARD SOCIETY,

“If ought of good thou canst not say
. Of thy brother, foc or friend, .
Take thou then thesilent way,
Lest in word thou shonldst offend.
Article 1. The name of this association

shall be the Tongue Guard Society.

-~ Article 2. Any person may become a
-member of this society by signing the con-
‘stitution and conforming to its rules.

« Article 3. We, the undersigned, pledge
omselves tu endeavor to speak no evil of

Article 4. Should we, however, through

-earelessness break owr pledge, we agree for

edeh and every ‘offence to puy one cent.
"The money so forfeited to be placed in a

box reserved for this purpose, and to be

expended semi-annually for charitble ob-
ccts. :

Article’d. We also agree to use our best
endeavors to increase the membership of
the soeiety in our town, and to assist in or-
ganizing societies in other places.

Article 6. Tt is, however, understood
that when eled upon'to give our opinion
of ‘the character of another, it shall be done
in truth, remembering in what we say the
Scripture injunction—‘‘ Do unto others as
you would have them do wnto you.”—
Hartford Limes.

et
NOVEL READING.

The‘young people who read the greatest
number of novels know the least, are the
dullest in aspect, and the mostvapid in n-
versation. The flavor of individua®s ; .5

“been burned out of them.. - Always finagin-
It is the youth that the beer.

ing themselves in an atificial relation to
life, always content to look through their
author’s glasses, they become as commoun-
place as pawns upon a chess-board,  ** Sir,
we had good talk P’ was Sam Johnston's
highest praise of those hie met. But any
tallk save the dreariest commonplace and
most tiresome reiteration isimpossible with
the regulation reader of novels or player of
games. Andthis, inmyjudgment, ishecause
God, by the very laws of mind, must pun-
ish those who kill time instead of cultivat-
ing it. For time is the stuff that life is
made of ; the crucible of character, the
arena of achievement, and woe to those
who fritter ibaway, They cannot help pay-
ing nature’s penalty,  and ‘mediocre,”
“failure,” or ““imbecile” will surely be
stamped upon their foreheads. - Therefore
T would have each generous youth and
maiden say to every story spinner, except
the few great names that can be counted on
the fingers of one hand: I really cannot
patronize your wares, and will not furnish
you my head for & foot-ball, or my fancy
for a sieve. By writing these books you
get. money, and a fleeting unsubstantial
fame ; but by reading them I should turn
my possibilties of success in life to certain-
ty of failure. DMy self plis time is the eapi-
tal stock with which the good Heavenly
Tather has pitted me against the world to
see if I can gain some foot-hold. I cannot
afford to be a moere spectator. I am’a
wrestler for the laurel in life’s Olympian
games, I can make history, why should I
maunder in a hammock and read the endless
repetition of romanece? No, find yourself a
cheaper patron, —Bachange.
—_———

It 15 Carcuratep that the money spent
in drink in the United Kingdom would pay
nob only the rent of all the houses in the
Kingdom, from the Queen’s castle at Wind-
sor to the cabin of the poorest peasant, but
also the rent of every farm, and would leave
a balance of amillion sterling.

Pur Inrerzecr oF Max¥ sits enthroned
visibly upon his forehcad and in his eye;
and the heart is written upon his counte-
nance. .

=

A
P
—

[N, 7'

THI

MEMBERS OF TIIE COREAN “LEGATION BEING CONDUCTED INTO THE PRESENCE OF THE UNITED STATES PRESIDENT.
> .

MRS



X, emcnesss

o
'8 »

'

NORTHERN MESSENGETR.

A CHRISTIAN CROSSLESS CANNOT
. * BE, ‘
- (From the Qerman of Benjanin Selemolke))- .
REV, J. E. RANKIN, D, D.
A Christiun c¢rossless cannot be !
Then, why this perturbation, .
When God, with griet and pain secka thee,
Thou child of his salvalion?
The more the smart,
Dearer thou wrt:
Thoe strokes that fall upon thee,
Display the love that won thee.

A Christian crossless cannot be!
\ *Than this, God wills, the rather,
That grief and pain thyselt should see,
Come down from God the Father,
Since it is so,
"Tis well T know :
His love's own band extending,
No plugues can he be sending.

A Christian crossless cannot be!

Whence comes the art of praying ?
* How from the world’s vain pomp to flee,
- The soul on Jesus staying?
- Fling it not off
With bitter scoff,

As thiough to God no debtor :
1t coines to make thee better.

" A Christian crossless cannot be!
Else what would us awaken
When floating soft on sin's smooth ses,
Untroubled and unshakent
Down comes the blight
Of death's dark night ;
T'he last greut trumpetealling,
Walkes us to woes appalling.

" A Christian crossless cannot be!
Thy hateful sins eschewling,
It brings thee humbly to the knee,
Thy love to God rencwing,
Vain world aside,
Let God abide!
Bethink thee ! Al, it moves thee ;
Eternal Goodness loves thee.

Without a cross, nor would 1 be !
I l‘),em' all that God sends me ;
The strokes that come, I will not fiee,
" For still his wing detonds me,
Then, welcome fall
: His chast'ningsall;
' With Christ, now uncomplaining,
-Atlast, forever rejigning |
————— ..
THE PLANET VENUS AND THX STAR
OF THE MAGL : .- -

Most of our readers probably know
by this time that the planet- Venus has
been receiving more than a usual amount
of attention during the last few weeks.
How it comes to pass, I do not know, but
it seems tha an idea has recently obtained
amongst some people, that the stayr of the
Magi has again made its appearance, and
beet seen in the esstern morning sky ; and
further, it seems that, the planet Venus has
been tuken to be thiy star., Briefly let me
explain, that there is no connection whal-
ever between the two, nor, may I say, be-
tween the star of the Magi and any heav-
enly body known to astronomers,

Any go  almanac(Whitaker's, for ex-
ample, ) furnislies us with the information
that in the month of December, Venus was
u morning star, that she was at her greatest
elongation enst on July 13th, at nferior
conjunction with the sun of September 21st,
und her yreatest elongativn west, on De-
cember 2nd. _

T will try and justify the statement I have
made by reference to u few astronomical
facts. And first let me explain the terms
Lhave used, with which some readers are
possibly nut familiar, '

In the accompanying dingram, which
makes no pretension to be according to
scale, let the circle S represent the sun, B
the earth, and the large curve V, V3 V4,
be the path of Venus in her tour, or pro-
perly, orbit round thesun, By slongation,
is meant the distance n planet appears to
the people on the earth to be from the sun.
This distance is therefore tu be mensured
by the opening or angle belween the line
S.KE., and a lin  frow the eurth to Venus,
wherever she may be inlier orbit.  [think
it is evident, that the greatest elongation
is reached when she is at Viand Vi, In
the yeur 1887 she way in the position of
Vion July 13th, and V4 on December 2ud,
A planet is said to be in conjunction with
another heavenly body when the two wre
seen together in the heavens, and a steaight
line joining them reaches the earth when
produced. Such would be the case when
Venus is in the position V3, and also when
ghe is in the diametri

B

her orbit. In the latter case the conjunec-
tion is called superior, in the former, 41
Jevior, and this was the phase Venus passed
on September 21st. Now with regard to
her brilliancy., When she is in the posit
tions VO, V5, we see -half her surfaceil:
lumined, just as we see the moon at ler
fivst and third quarters ; but as Ventis dp-
proaches the position VI, we see less of her
ilumined surface, and might therefore ex-
pect her to appear less brilliant, This'is
not the case, however, because she is also
spprosching us, snd therefore what light
she reflects we see more of. Her brilliancy.
decreases, owing to the fact that the visible
illuminated area gets less and less as she
approaches the position V3, and. increases
becauge she is all the while approaching the
earth, the result of which being that she
shines most brilliantly about the middls of
August.  When she colites to the pusition
V3, or between us'and the sun, we lose
sight of her, because she is entirely over-
whelmed by the light of that Iuwminary.
Occasionally Venus passes exuctly between
us and the sun, or makes a transit of the

| sun’s disc, when she is seen as a black spot

passing across the sun’s face. On leaving
the position V3, we soon sge her asa very
thin crescent in the early morning getting
brighter as she approaches the pusition V4,
or greatest elungution west. By the time
she renches the position of superior -con-
junction, the whole side turned to usis il-
lumined, or she is, as it were, full Venus.

performed through the operation of what
they call natural laws. Possibly this may
be the case, bub until we know all the laws
of nature—which are simply God’s laws for
the physical universe—we are not in a
position to speak of the results of these

uncalenlated results of laws, some of which
‘wo know, and soie we donotknow. With
our very limited knowledge of anything,
we can only confess that the Creator of all
things can alter, interrupt, or revoke any
of his own laws, but o time will come when
we shall understand all things perfectly.

to any known phenomenon in nature, and
therefore, I say it was a miracle, Some
people have supposed that the stur which
appeared in the constellation of Cassiopwia
in a.p. 1572, was the Bible star; others
give the same honor to a star thabappeared
in Serpentarius, in A.p. 1604, but these
people can have no notion of the gtupendous
distances of the stars. No star in either of
these constellations is nearer to the earth
than three hundred thousand times 91 mil-
lions of miles, The sun is nearly 92 mil-
lions of miles from the earth, and I think
it must be quite evident to any thiuking
persons, that it is inipossible to Hx any
particular spot as being under the sun, in
-the sense conveyed in-St. Mathew 2.9,
Still more evident is it that it would be
impossible for a house or a village to be
under n star 300,000 times the distance of

Asg, however, she is 30 very much farther
.

the sun. I think it is right to infer from

from us in this position, she appears as-a
quite insignificant object. The curve VY,
V3, V5, or orbit of Venus, is not circular,
but what is called elliptic. 'Her distance
therefore from the su isnot uniform, It
averzges nbout 66 millions of miles. ‘

Now tliese few remarks apply; not only

‘tothe movements of Venus for the year

1887, but; also for many thousands of years
previous, (the duys of her conjunctions,
ete,, alter from year to year.) If this is
the case, itisuctually impossible that Venus|
cati have heen the star of the Magi, for in
St. Mathew’s Gospel we read that the star
avent before them, I take this to mean that
the star had an especial movement for them,
and if 8o, it is manifest that it must of been
only & comparatively few “yirds above the
surface of the earth. The star of the Magi,
moreover, has never been identified by
astronomers. Efforts have been made by

“some to show that it wasa comet, by others,

that two plancts in conjunction blended
into one great light ; but all these eflorts
huve failed.  Speaking ~enerally, I may say
that astronomers have vntirely failed to find
a place in any map of the heavens for the
star- of the Magi. It may not be vnt of
place to remark here, that” thé word aster
used in the Greok  uspel, means a lumin-
ous body; and not neeessarily a 'star, = .
Tnere are many people -who think that
what - called-the laws of nature are com-
‘petent to account for and explain all”the
unusual phenomena described in the Bible,

ally opposite part of.
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the Gospel narrative, that only the faithfnl
wise men saw the star; bus whether or no
such was the case, it is certnin that the star
which guided the Magi to the Saviour of
the worl was one which no man in our day
has ever seen,

P.S.—In the month of December, nearly
eighty letters were received at the Green-
wich Observatory, requesting information
un the subject in question.—** 4, 1.’

N ——
GREAT MEN BEGIN EARLY,
BY EDWARDS PIERKEPONT, )

The strong man whe has not made his
mark before he is 45 will never make it ;
and the young man who has not set his
sinbitious foot upon ‘‘the ladder ean.ng
on a.cloud,” before he is 25, will never
aseend it.  Look buck 300 years and wove,
and you will not find o single instance « f
a man, illustrious in greut aftairs, who did
not early begin hiy grea career. Gustavus
Adolphus ascended the throne of Sweden
at 16 ; before he was thirty-four he was
ane of the great rulers of Europe. - Conde
conducted » meworable campaign at 17 and
at 22, he, und Turenne alsy, were of the
most Mustrious men of their thme, Mau-
rice of Suxony died at 32, conceded to have
been one. of the profoundest statesnien and
one of the dblest generals which Christen-
dom had seen. The great Leo X. was
Pope at 38 ; having finished his academic

They think that all. God's -works must b’

F=5ily "twélve months younger than was

laws. Many of God's works may be the]

‘| searce an able statesman who did notleave.
The star of the Magi cannot- be referved |

training he took the office of cardinl at 18

Charles Jumes Fox when e entered Parlia-
ment, Martin Luther had become largely
distinguished at 24, and at 36 had reached
the topmost round.of his world-wide fame.
Of Napoleon it is'superflnous to say that at
25 he _comimanded the army-of Italy. - At
30 he avas not only one of the most illus-
trious generals of 2ll time, but one of the-
great law-givers of the world, At 46 he
saw Waterloo. Wellington, beit remem-
bered, was born the same year. From the
earliest years of Queen Blizabeth to the-
latest of Queen Victoria, England has had

the university by the time he was twenty,
and many of them left ut an earlier age.
Lord Bacon graduated at Cambridge when
sixteen, and was called to the bar at twenty-
one. The great Cromwell, by a1l measure
the ablest yuler that. England. ever had, left
the University of Cambridge at eighteen,
was & student at law in London at twenty.
John ‘Hampden, after graduating at Ox-
ford, wasa student at law in the Inner
Templest nineteen.  William Pitt entered
the university at fourteen, was Chancellor
of the Exchequer at twenty-two, Prime
Minister at twenty-four, and so continued
for twenty years, and when twenty-five he
wus the most powerful uncrowned head in
Europe, und like his great father, Loxd
Chathum, he was charged with ** the atro-
cious crime of ‘being a young man.”
Charles Janes Fox was in Pulinment at
nineteen. Peel was in Parliament at
twenty-one’ and Pulmerston was Lord of
the Admiralty at twenty-three. (Gladstoue
was in Parlisment ab twenty-two, and at
twenty-four was Lord of the Lreasury.
John Bright, one of the ablest statesmen
of England, never wasat any schoola day af-
ter he was fifteen yearsold. The late Lord
Beaconsfield left the cloister and entered
the great world early—as did Johu Bright
—and commenced his political eaveer by
writinga book at 19, in which he predicted
that he would be Prime Minister.
Washington was distinguished as &
colonel in the army at 22, commander of
the forces at 43, and president at - 57.
Webster was in college at 15, gave earnest
of his future before he wus 25, and at 30
was the peer of the ablest man in Congress, .
Henvy Clay was in the Senate of the
United States at 29 ; conprary to the con-
stitution. William H. Seward commenced’
the practice of law at 21 ; at 27 was presi-
dent of a state convention, and at 37
governor of the great State of New York.
John Quiney Adams, at the nge of 14, was
seeretary to Mr., Dana, then minister at
the Russian Court; at 30 he was himself
Minister to Prussin’; at 35 he was Minister
to Russia ; at 48 e was Minister to Eng-
land ; at 50 he was sceretary of state, and
president at 67. General Grant was but
39 years old when he gained his victory at
Fort Donelson, and only 41 when he took
Vicksburg. Jonathan Edivards acquired
eurly renown us the greatest metaphysician
in Ameriea, and as unsurpassed by any one
in Burope. - He cominenced the reading of
Latin whenrsix years old, At 10he wrote a
reinarkable paper upon the immortulity of
the soul. At the age of 13 he entered
Yale Cullege, where hé graduated four
years later. Before he was 17 he bad com-
pletely reausoned out his great ductrine con-
cerning the freedow of thé will. Before
ho was 19 he comunenced preaching at one-
of the first churches of the city of New
York. At 24 he was installed over the
church in Northampton, From Leo X,
down to General Grant and Prince Bis-
marck there is not one namé of luge re-
nowl in war, chureh, or state whose career
of greatness did not conspicuously begin in
very early manhood. Goethe was a marvel
of precoeity.  When but six years and two
nionths old the terrible enrthquake which
destroyed Lisbon occurred, and he amazed
the people of his native town by Lis dis-
course upon the event us against the good-
ness of Providence. Before he was nine
yeursold he could writein several lunguages,
icluding French, Latin and Greek. He
was in the university at 16, and was made
a doctor of laws before he was 22, At 25
he projected the writing of ** Faust,” and
published the fivat part of it tweuty-seven
years'before ho finished the play,— Youth,
R o i

Life is not an idle re,
Butiron dug fr m  tral gloom
" And heated hut with burning years
-+ < -And dipped in hissing biithis of tears

And battered with the shocks of deom,
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CHRISTIAN TRAINING "OF CHIL-
DREN.

BY J. P. CUSHMAN. ©

May I suggest a few homely, practical
hints, which may prove helpful in home-

ences of joy or sorrow. Bring the thought
of.God’s love and interest into their most
common, cveryday life.: Never let them
.grow shy of religious conversation. Make
it easy and natural to talk together both
of God and to hinv. Secure to them a
comfortable place for daily devotions. Be
sure that the Sabbath is the brightest day
of all theseverr. Have books, toys, Noah's
arks, Seripture plays and puzzles reserved
especially for it. - Give them little rewards
for good lessons and orderly” habits prac-
tised during the week. Take theiii early
to church, and be watchful lest the service,
so .sweet tu you, become a weariness to
them. I "
Save your Sabbath afternoons for home
instruction. The *‘Peep of Day” series
will ‘bz of the gredtest help. But study
the Bible together; search it; there is no
other wurk more dolightful. Keep the
fingers husy. Let the children build the
tabernacle with their blocks till they know
its structure and contents by heart. Help
them write ont Bible chronology and com-
mit it to memory. While you read they
can draw maps of Biblelands,trace Christ’s
tours and Paul's journeys. Teach them
the -books of the Bible, the Command-
ments, .the Sermon on the Mouns, some of
the Psalms, the dear, old standard hymns,
and  whole gospels and epistles.
wonderful how fast little eflorts count up
and agcomplish great things. Do not omit
this course when the duty of example may
scem to demand your children's attendance
upon the churchandSabbath-school. Know
what they ave taught there, and the in-
fluences - surrounding them, and make sure
that the home school is the pleasanter of
the bwo. ' :
" Tell them of the needs of the wide world:
Twenty cents will sccure the  Mission
Dayspring,” full of pictures and incidents
of the work in foreign lands. If it comes
to one of the little ones in her own name
it will be doubly prized. Let them: draw
maps of mission stations, build mission

ers of the station represented.

Nothing will so strengthen their interest
as praying and giving, not in the mass, hut
for specific objects. Devise ways in which
they can carn the pennies they wish to
contribute. One centa week for putting
away the playthings before supper, another
tor freshening hands and teeth after. each
menl, or for Jessons well learned and stints
accomplished cheerfully, will make a child
quite a capitalist in the course of a year.
Some little ones have begun with much less
than this would amount to. HMaving only
sixty ceibs in each .purse, they printed
with a lead pencil, little notes to the secre-
taries of six.benevolent organizations, en-
closing ten cents for each cause as a Christ-
mas gift to the dear Lord who gave him-
self for them. Bvery succeeding Christmas
season has been celebrated in like manner,
though the purses sometimes confain a
score of dollavs each, and the letters have
increased from six to a dozen and more.
Lot me add that theso six little notes, the
first, efforts in systematic beneficence, were
8o kindly responded to by the care-burden-
ed, yot child-loving men who received
them, that each officer is held as a warm
personal friend, and his name is a house-
hold word, often following an emphasized
adjective of aflection. _ i

* Let the children work, too, with their
unskilled fingers for the sick and needy.
If there is no mission band in your church,
form one. If ‘too isolated for that, have
one at home.

A thouglit of kindness is a seed from
Heaven's own granary. Plant it and it
will bring forth fruit unto life eternal per-
haps, for many souls. .

*How many proofs could be given. They
lie all about us, Two little. bags, each
containing a Testament, book-mark, nee-
dle-book, thread, buttons, tape, thimble and
wax, always with a little note of -Joving in-
terest, have gone ench Christmas for ten
years to Dr. 8. . Hall, of the American
Seaman’s Friend Society, to be given to
sailors just leaving the port of New York.

training. . S
Be with your children; reign in th'a.
‘nursery. KReceive all their little experi-

It s,

houses and £ill them with the proper work-

.ganization or by-laws.

Responses have been received from all
parts of the world, with such expressions
of help received, courage strengthened,.
faith increased and promised prayers for
the givers, as surely must enrich any life.
‘A ‘mission circle, auxiliary to the Women's
Board of Missions, though never having
more than four working members, and two
of them non-residents, and not active, has
contributed  in six years, 8650 to the Bos-
ton treasury, If it were asked, ‘‘How

-could two children secure that sum 7’—the
‘answer would be-—*¢ They never had a sale
.or fair, or entertainment ; they never ask-
ed any gift but from God; yet he con-

stantly opened hearts and hands for their
help, even strangers over the seas becoming
friends and co-workers.” The truth will
always hold, that a worker for God is a
worker with God, and ‘‘He is able to do
exceeding abundantly above all we ask or
think.” : '

Help right heartily in the mission band,
put fresh lifo in it if drooping ; create one,
if none exists. Permit me to describs'the
working of the little ‘“Rainbow Band” to
show that no attempt to do good is too
feeble to receive the blessing of God.

The band is composed of girls in *‘short
dresses,” who meet at the parsonage every
Saturday afternoon, and work for two
hours to help obhers.  Their comprehensive
motto is: i

“ For Jesus Christ's sake,
Do all the good you can,
To all the people you can,
Tnall the ways you can,

At all tho times you can,
And aslong as ever you can.” -

HOW LIVES ARE SAVED.

There is no machinery of officers, or-
Two books of re-
cords are kept. But one month is devoted
to any object. The single penny brought
each week, is almost always carned, and
some little gift, suggested at the preceding
meeting, is heartily offered to thé Lord.
The meetings generally open with sing-
ing and repeating our motto in concert.
Some one is asked to write in one of the
blank books the names of those present.
As sho writes, she calls the names, and
another carries the penny-box to. each, as
the name is called, announcing aloud what
is given, and how earned, the scribe mak-
ing a'minute of it.. A third, passcs a bas-
ket for the gifts, the names being called a
second time for the purpose, and due re-
cord made. The object for which we are
to work is talked about, the records of the
last meeting are read from the other book,
and any letters which may have been re-
ceived ; the gift for the next week suggest-
¢d, and we aro ready for work. Two or
three of the younger members are placed
in tho care of an older one, who superin-
tends and helps them as needed. Work is
of various kinds, sewing, cutting out and
pasting pictures on sheets sewed together
for ‘a scrap-book, . knitting, - crocheting,
making frames for little pictures, string-

ing beads, etc. Sometimes there is read-
ing aloud of incidents connected with the
object forwhich our fingers are busy. Our
session closes with singing. On the last
Saturday of the month comes the delight
of packing our bex or barvel. The last
Sabbath evening service in the veshry,
cach month, is given up to the *‘Rainbow
Band.” A reportof the month’s work and
receipts is read, Bible verses and hymns
ate recited, and appropriate extracts read,
with singing, and remarks from the pastor
and others. :

It hardly needs to be added, the work
must be supplied and prepared for each
meeting’ and earefully looked over, cor-
rected, and brought up to the necessary
point between Saturdays. The records
too must be writteu, the programme drawn
up for the concert, selections made and
given out to be read or committed to
memory. The expense is not great and is
meh from the tithes in the Lord’s purse,
and the time requisite is given by him,
for whose sake we malke the cffort, :

Tt.seems only necessary to attempt some- |.
A 1

thing -for the Lord though ever so small,
and help is surely givén. Others become
interested and Jend a hand. The parents
make gifts and become honorary members,
ah ten cents a year, or at least, say an en-
couraging word.

- .The first year of the Band closed last:
month. From its annual report it appears
that the total attendance has been 849, an
average of sixteen and a fraction, weekly.
The money eontributed amounted to $47.-

a

51, with twelve boxes and barrels sent to
home and foreign missionaries.—Pulpit
Treasury.

——— e

HOW LIVES ARE SAVED,

The method of saving lives from ship-
wreek, ab present in use at the United
States Life-Saving Stations, may bo best
understood by supposing an actual case and
describing the operations of the surfmen.

If the sea will permit, the people on the
vessels are brought ashorve in the *surf-
boat.” If a high sea is running, however,
this is rendered impracticable, and recourse
ishad to the * Breeches Buoy.”

When the discovery of a -wreck is an-
nounced at the station, all the apparatus is
at once carried along the beach to the
point nearest the wreck. The Lyle gun, a
small brass cannon,. which weighs one hun-
dred and seventeen pounds, is Joaded with
powder. o,

Then into its mouth is slipped a long
steel ¢‘ projectile,” to the outer end of
which' is attached a light but stout line,
called the ‘“shot line.”

Then.the gun is aimed and fired. The
projectile, followed by the long cord, flies
out toward the wreck, passes over it, and
drops into the sea, ‘and the ‘‘shot line”

Za' | Hanging below it is a

falls on deck. Thus the first means of
communication is established between the
wreck and the shore. S

The crew of the vessel now pull.in -this
“ghot line,” until they draw on deck a
pulley block, which the men on shore had
tied to it. T

Through this pulley block is running -an
‘ endless line,” that is, a long line which
is called endless, because the two endshave
been fastened together. It runs also
through another pulley black, which has
been kept-on shore.

The sailors tie their pulley block well up
on the mast, and the men on shore fasten
theirs to a “‘sand anchor,” which they
have buried firmly in the sand.

You have often seen the double string
which children, living across the streeb
from cach other, run between their houses
and eall a “telegraph.” Ttisalong,endless
line, running through a pulley, or a staple,
at each end, and when a basket or other
article is tied to one side of the doubloe line,
and the vther side is pulled in, the basket
of course moves off across the street.

This is like what hus now been rigged
between the vessel and the shore, When
the pulley block is tied on to the mast, it
presents somewhat the appearance indicat-
ed in the cut.

So now the men on shore can tie any-
thing on to the endless line, running
through a pulley block at each end, and
starting the circular motion of the line,
soon send it out to the vesscl.

What they do tie on is the end of a
greab hawscr, or heavy rope, and when
this hawser is drawn on deck, it is at once
fastened to the muast a few feet above the
pulley block.*

Then the other end of the hawser, which
has been kept on shore, is hauled in as
tight, ov ‘ taut,” as possible, and also
fastened a few feet from the pulley block,
which has been tied to the sand anchor,

Now the ‘‘breeches buoy” is brought
out by the men on shore.

This is a circle, or large ring of leather
stuffed, of perhaps two feet in diameter.
pair of stiff canvas
knee-breeches. :

It is now hung from the heavy hawser so
that it can slide freely to and fro upon it.
Then it is securely fastened to one part of
the endless line, the other part of the line
is hauled steadily in, and away moves the
buoy, slipping along on the hawser from
which it hangs, and drawn by the'small
endless line to which it is secured. .

When it reaches the wreck, the relations
of pulley block, endless line, hawser and
buoy will be as represented in the illustra-
tion on the preceding page. :

One person is dropped in through the
circle, with one leg in each side of the
canvas breeches. .

The circular line, which has huen de-
seribed, is fastened also to the buoy, or
rather to the pulley block of the buoy, and
is again pnt inauotion, and the buoy re-
traces its course to the shore,

The rescued person is taken out, and
again and again the buoy makes the jour-
ney, until every one on board is brought
safe to land.— Youth's Companion.

———p e e

- A Bunp GIRL camo to her pastor and
gave himadollar for missions. Astonished

ab the large sum, the minister said: ““You

are a poor blind girl ; is it possible that you
can spare so much for missions ?* ¢ True”
she said, “‘ Tam blind, but not so poor as you
think ; and I can prove that I can spare
this money better than those that see.”
The minister wanted to hear it proved.
T am a basket-malker,” answered the gir],
““and, as I amblind, I can make my haskets
just as easy in tho dark as in the light.
Other girls have, during the winter, spent
more than a dollar for light. I have had
no such,expense, and so have brought this
money fo1 the poor heathen and the mis-
sionaries.”—Selected. -

A MassacHUSETTS Pastor, who is him-
self the embodiment of good cheer, preached
ab a well-known swmmer resort lately .rom
the text, *Fret not thyself,” and it is said
that there never was so little fretting on a
Monday morning in the kitchens of that
town before! The good effect of the ser-
mon was shown, also, at tho hotels, where
one man, who had grumbled daily over his
food, on that Sabbath noon proncunced the
chowder excellent, and continued to praise
the cooking till he left town.
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BY MRS, W. F.

CRAFTS,

It would be hmd for boys and gn]s in
America to guess what this is a picture of,
because they have probably never scen
anything like it. A boy or girl living in
Palestine or Egypt would know at once
that it is a bottlo, Yes, a bottle miade of
the skin of 4 gont.  Small bottles are made

of tho skins of kids; very large ones are

made of the skins of oxen.

1F yow will louk at the picture now you
an tell where the legs and head of the
gaat have been,

You wonclcr what such bottles are used

for? For eartying wine or milk or water.
‘In the cities of Xgypt men may bo seen

going through the streets with goat-skin
bottles on their backs h]lcd with water to
sell.

People come with cups or plt;chers to
buy it from them.

Lreat care must be taken of skm-
bottles, or they are unfit for use, Old
bottles might do very well for water or
‘milk and for old wine, bub the'people who
use them are wise enough not to put new
wine into old bottles.

Why not? Let a verse from the Bible
answer the question: ‘Neither do men
put new wine into old bottles, clse the
bottles- break and the wine runnéth out,
and the bottles perish ; but they put new
wine into new bottles, and both are pre-
served.”

You do not understand it yet? Old
bottles will not stretch ; new bottles will
stretch. When new wine begins to fer-
ment, it will ninke a bottle stretch ; but if
it is ofd, and will not stretch, then it will
break the bottle. Old wine is done fer-
menting, and so itis safe to put it in old
bottles.

But, boys and girls, there are ]ots of
skin-bottles being carried about in Ameri-
ca, but they are out of sight. You have
each got one. Sometimes you carry water
in it, sometimes milk. I do hope you will
never put wine of any kind into it.

Here is a picture of it :

T think you all know where you carry
it ; if you do not, ask the doctor. When
you ask him, call it your stomach, and not
a skin-bottle.

In many respects the stomach is very un-
like the skin-bottle we have been t.xll\mg
about. The principal difference is that
the skin-bottle 1s dead, while the stomach
is hiving, so thab tlungs which would not
mjure ‘one will rnin the other. Lot me
sy in passing that filling the stomach-
bottle too full'ot fund is one way ot being
intemperate. You can tell when 1tis time
for you to stop.

1t does not hurt to put new wine into
new skmi-bottles or old wine into old bot-
tles, but it does do harm to put wine or
strong drink of any kindinto stomachs,

The stomach islined with a delicate skin,

When a man or wom.m or clnld he"ms tn

take a libble stromg drink, this skin | begins
to grow red. When peopleare in the habit.

of getting drank, the skin-lining becomes | .

as red as blood, then it becomes full of
sures, aud-as more and more strong drink
is tanken the stomach becomes streaked with
red and brown blood and sores. '1f L.had
a blackboard and colored crayon, T would
make you a picture of what I have just
told you. .

But not enly does strong drmk destroy
the stomach, but from the very first 1t
keeps the stomach from doing its work. It
will not let the stornach digest the food,
and 80" give strergth’ to the body. Tt
makes the stomach keep tho -foed so long

* | that it turns sour,’and thus disease, mstead

of strength, is sont through every parb of
the body — Youll's Tempammc Danner.
—l e
AN AGATE FOREST.

There have been exhibited lately in the
well-Known house of Tiflany & C., New
York City, some wonderful speclm(.ns of
agate from Arizona.  This agate is ¢ petri-
fied wood,” butlike no other pcbrmed wood
plekusly discovered. The coloring is
brilliant and beautiful ;. glowing red, “the
delicate blending and ‘tinting of grays,
blues and greens, with here and t]u,r a
glistening quartz crystal, makes a rare com-
bination.

These beautiful slabs, two or-three feet
across, were sawn. from great stone lngs.
The perfect likeness of tho tree is t;hu'a,,
the concentric rings,.the radiating lines,

| the rough, (rn.u‘h,d bark,—and even every

knot ]ms its f.xc simile in the stone.
Petrifactions “in: wood have been dis-

|'covered before, but they have been in neu-

tral tints ; the size:and richness of coloring
are what render .this recent discovery re-
markable, for, previous to this, agates
thirteen inchesi in diameter were considered
large.

The finding of this «'\."'Ltt. forest, as it
might properly be tt.rrm.d, is mtcrcstmg.

| When the Apache chicf, Geronimo, led the

Jfrontiersmen sucha hvcly chase in Arizona,
‘he ran better than he knew. During the
pursuit of the Indians, the heart of the
Apache: country was penetrated. It was
on one of these wild chases that n cowboy,
named Adams, found himself in the remote
and before undiscovered petrified fozests
of Arizonn.

As soon as he was able he reported his
wonderful find to the Governor of Arizona,
His story was Lmtrhed ab. :

Al right,” said the cowboy, *“if my
story isn "t true, I'll bear all the expenses
of the journey there and back.™

The stovy was true, and there, prone in
the depths of the lava desert, they saw the
remains of a fovest, changed Tnto brilliant-
hued, translucent agate, “held in form by
the p(,tmhul bark, every ridge and knot
perfectly tr anslated.

For ages the water, impregnated with
silica, pl.my(.d over and amongst these for-
est trees, wearing the wood away, and cell
by cell, atom by atom, replacing it by the
stone.  Itis assumed that powerful geysers
may have burst forth and then, perhaps
after centurics, ‘settled away, leaving as
monuments of their work these agate l)l..tl‘l-
factions. Stumps, trees, twigs, fallen logs
are all represented in the beautiful stone.

The cutting and polishing of these great
ngates is a wmk of oxceeding difficulty.
Thirty-five days wero consumed in sawing
across one of the stone lugs. No steel- in-
strumout; can make an impression, can oven

crateh the polished specimens on exhibi-
twn. Dimnond-dust and saws with dia-
mond teeth alone will cus them:

Of course much of the work must be
done-on the spot.  Hence a camp has been
set up in the Arizona wilderness, in the
midst of desolation, and here are sawn out
the blocks and slabs ot agate, while the
workmen, . tearful  of the treacherous
Apaches, look caretully to their W mchestor
rifles, which are rarely:left out of reach.—
Youth s (mmpmunn.
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- FIVE_ STEPPING-STONES.

Pmbably a boy never hears of a success-
ful man but the thought thatflashes through
s mmd 18, ** Why qid he succeed? How
did he begin ¥ Ex- Mayor Adson, of New
York, snys:

“The rules that I have followed all my
life, and which I regard as necessary. to
success in business, are : ,

g, Close attention tn details.
means sometimes working nights, and du~
ing-hours.usually. devoted to Yeercation.

g, Keeping out of debt.
expenses 8o as to keep within your income,
and aball times to know just where youare
financially.

“3. The strictest mterrnty It is rave
that a dishonost man succeeds. - He \does
sometimes, but not often.

‘4, Bcing temperato in habits,

5. Never gettinginton lawsuit, Busi

ness ought to be conducted in such a way |

that there will be no need of law. suits, and
it is better often’to suffer a w1ong than gn
into court about it.”

TEM Pl‘;R.\NCE A RITH]\IFTIC

Please work out this prob]em and think
it over :—

The v t]uo of the food products of our
country for a single year is about $600,-
000,000 the cost of all the clothing is
about 9400,000,000; the cost of alevholic
drinks about $1,484,000,000; how much
more docs the hquor cost than the food
and clothing ¢

—————

Ix Prussia-an army of dogs is being
trained! * Tiny portfolios c(mt,mmw mili-
tary orders are to be tied around their
necks, and they ave trained, when these are
put on, totrot back to the main army as
fast as they can.. They are also trained. to
hunt up wounded soldiers, and those who
have lost their way. ~ Think of being able
to teach dogs to help lost people biek into
the right w, ty while some boys and girls
are at work trying to help people into wrong

ways \—Punsy.

Question Corner.—No. 7.

PRIZE BIBLE QUESTIONS.

23, ‘Durm whose reign. was the kingdom of 1s-
racl divided and what was the immedinte cause?

24, How many of the tribes remained faithful
‘to tho house of David, and whom did the others
make their king ?

25. For which of the seven churches in Asia had
God no word of condemnation ?

28, Give aJist of the places, in theirorder, which
Paul visited in hlb first, mlssnonm‘) Jom'nc; [

A KIND OFFER.

A gentleman in Ontario, writes, wishing
the Messesiqer a wider civeulation,. and
praying for God's blessing upon .it. e
asks if we know of any mission in any part
of the world that does not get such a paper.
He would be happy to forward the money
necessary to send a few copies,

——r .
NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS IN THE
UNITED STATES.

Our subscribers throughout the United
States who cannot procure the internation-
al Post Office orders at their post-oftice
can -get, instead, a Post Office order, pay-

able at Rouse's Point,N. Y., which will}
prevent much inconvenience both to our- |

selves dnd fo subscribers.
e
NEW CLUB RATES.

The fo]lownw are the New Cuus RATEs
for the MessENGER, which are conslderably
reduced ;

l'copy‘.-f.......‘...........30 30

10 copies to one address..... 2 25
20 ¢ k¢ e 440
80 ¢ e o 1050
100 v “ ... 2000

" Bample package supplied freeon api)lica-
tion Jonx Doueart & Sox,
Publishers, Montreal.
+
MONTREAL DALy Wirskess, $3.00 ayear,
post-paid. MoNTREAL WEEKLY WITNESS,

$1.00 a year, post-paid. Jouy Dovearn
& Sox, Publishers, Montreal, Que.

—

'T0 THE._ DEAF.

A pers&n cured of Deafness nnd Noises ln the Head of.|.

23 1 enrs’ ntanuing hy o 8imple Remedy. Will rend a dev
scription of FREE to any person who applies to
NI HOLSOI\,177 MacDougs) street, New York. - :

Andthis

- Regulating’

TTR

NORTHERN MESSENGER PREMIUM LIST

VALLAI"ljl‘ BOOKS AND USEFUL PRIZES

The Messenger premium Tlist for 1887 88
is‘an entirely new onoand has been selcctt.d
vxth great care.

Read the following list of prizes offered
for the N ortheri. Messenger and. see how
anyone with very liftle effort can become
the owner of anice.prize. -

-To the person sending us FIVE NEW
SUBSCRIPTIONS or SEVEN KENEWALS ab
30 cents each wo will give their chuice of
any one of eight bul.uttful prmcs, as fol-

lows :(—- ) : .
1. Uxéue Tow's CAmN. .
2 Burrox's Naturab HIsToR?,
'8 Fast ¥ TuR Ick,~—The theilling story, of Arctic ad-
. venture, by R, M. Haifantyne.
‘4. ILLUBTRATED NATIONAL PRONOUNGING DIGTIONARY.
6. A SILVER-PLATED SUGAR SHELG.
6 A SILVER-PLATED BUTTER KNIUR.

FOR ’.I‘l N NEW SI BS(,RIBLRS or
FIFTEEN RENEWALS ab 30¢ cach our workers

will have their choice of the. .nl]nwm" -
1. A Kyient or THE NINETEENTI Cmtukv."—By the :
Rev. E. I Roe.
2. OPENING A CITESTSUT BURR,
3. Tuw Hoxme AT GREYLOCK,
4. Bus HUR, by General Lew Wallace,
6. Tug Pege or Day,
6. Mng Sotonoxs Syurr Looking Ox.—By “ Pansy @
7. Tur Pocker MEASURK. —By *' Pansy :
. 8. Tuney PEorLE, —By “Panay " '

0. SucED ANiMaLS.—A large hox of brilliantly color.
ed pictures of all sorts of animalson strong pastehoard.

10. A SiLvER PLATED SUGAR SHiELL AND BUTTRR KNIPR.

FORFIFTEEN NEW SUBSCRIBERS

or TWENTY RENEWALS AT 30c each :—
1. Tox BrowN AT RuUesv.—By Thomas Hughes.

2. DravTON TlALL.—-Byv the author of ** Little Katy |
and Jolty Jim,”

3, Tuw Lavruieiitek, — By Maria S. Commins,

4. Tiy Revisen Biste.—A neat, stiff, cloth-covered
edition,with red edge,

,

When working for prizes mark each Jet-
ter 1N COMPETITION so that it will be piaced
to your credit.

... Sample copies and blank forms supplied
on application by post eard.

Remiftances should bemade by registered
letter or money order and each name with
P. 0. address and Province should be writ-
ten very plainly so as to avoid any mis-
take.

In selecting the prize be eareful to men-
tion correctly the one earned.

Address all ecommunications

Joux Dovuvgann, & Sow.,
v Wilness Office,
Montreal.

MAME neatly printed on 25 New
Frorat, HIobES Nang  Carps,
and 32p, Bouvk of Agem.n Sanples
sant pust-paid tor 20 ¢

RAY CARD Ou., Clmtunvlllc. Conn.

Over 6,000,000 PEOPLE USE
RY’>

EFDS
n%mn%co.

are sdmitted tobe the
B Lar] est Seedamen

the rid.
D. m FERRY.& co's
R llinstrated, Deserips
b tive and Priced

i 'SEED
ANNUAL |

For 1888,
! will bo mailed
S\ FREE TO ALL
applicants, and
to last sonson’s
customors with-
N out ordering it.
& Invaluabletoall,
: -Every person using
i ‘Carden,FielderFlower

E E D ahouldueudfot

it, @ Addresa

RY &co..Windsor.Ont.

D.M.F

EPPS’S

. ."RATEFUL—COMFORTING.

OR',lHER\I MESSENGER s prmted and pub
THE ll:{lhed every furtnight at Nos, 32L.aud 323 8t Jawes
meet. Moutreal, by John Dougnll & Son, com:

.

sad of John' + edpnth Dougall, of Montreal, and
g:mea Duncnu Dnugau. of New Vork. )

bt




