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Canadian Military (and Literary)
Review.

TO THE GENERAL TUBLIC.

THo succoss durlgz the past year ’° ¢ hus attonded the experi-
ment of establishing the Canadian \ ry Review, g & monthly
onrnAl especinlly davoted to the inlerests of Canadu’s militia, and
hediMualon ofartillery kntwledgo und mitltary sclonco genorslly.
nd the patrupage bestowed from nlt quarters upon tho effort, huas
the promotera to belicve that n liboral treatmient df the
lmpq&mm toplos bf tiisday, combined witlh ntittary tutelligonee,
would be'htdepiahlo to the readdra’nf the Retiew.
Jtlathegotoro pro&iomd honeeforth to (evoto a portjon of its col-
umng ta 3;\: al hhd domentir muatiers of Interest—party pulitics
be\_ng i 1dIN excluded—ruating by so duing the Capadian-Mlitgry
(onqsf,«erary)ﬁ{t"qw\wul,cnrn for ItxelCan extendod clreunlation,
abd-stonid-jta );u‘-o(ms warrant the experimont thie size of the
.;mmtr,fwm.ao Artcreased.in proportion und published fortnightly.

BuNIcrip qn.‘s!‘;:.\)pernnmlm 3 00. per copy. h
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._TO ADVERTISERS,

in commencing nimther year with tho pnblieation of the Canadian
Affllary Revlewwo wigh toreturh our slncero thanks to our fejsnds for
o the condial adpportwo have rocetved, uil ber respectfuily to solfeft
1t§ continuatinn tneanother yoar-

o effart-oir-our-part will be umitted (0 make the paper n greafsr
snceess than lastyear,

dra tho attontton af the publlc generally, cupecl
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Reviews.

—The neutral tint water-proof cover for the helmet recom-
mended in the military column of the Star is one of those good
idess which will not be carried aut. Chimueys and firc-places
are never improved in summer, they are only ornamented with
colored rags tags, tinsel and other rubbizh to please the ladies.
Thesame thing happeus in peace time to voluntary armics,
which depend-for their existence upon the suffrages of the sweot
eex that Joves a gorgeous darwinian development.

Turkey
Ligypt dominates the Suez Canal
It anly remawms for Spain to eccure

—Ruesia has made hercelf free of the Black sca
cominands the Bosphorous.
France has seized Tunis

‘wliole of Afuhanistan, to make the average radical palitician
in Eogland feel ecrowded, ansd to make him think that
Jingoism, was not a mordl nontroeity, nor s spirited foreign
polioy or a thing to be despided.

—When General Colley’s forco was first seen on the Maju
ba Hill the Boers imagined it was only a feint to cover au at-
tack on the Neck, and accordingly sent only 600 to the moun. .
tain, keeping all the romainder at tho Neck., Of these 600,
men rome 150 were ordered fo attack, and the othera remdined .
on the plateau, firing at any soldier who showed on tho. top. !
Our shots went high over tho lieads of the attacking party
The rifles when taken by the Boers were sighted for 400 yards
and-g few only hud them fixed for 200,

“The Australian Eloven,” who so distinguished thewmselves ;
in Buglaud some 12 montlis back, have been thoroughly twef!
beaten within the Jast fortnight in Sydney by another set of

ustralian crickcters called the  Cowbiued Llaven,” cobrmt |
ing partly of Vietorian tud partly of New South Wales players |
In'n provious-inter-colonial contest between the New South|
Wales men aud tho Victorians, the latter camo off victorious

—Itshould bo stated that thosubstitution of breech-loading for |
muzzlc-londing guns of heavy calibre in the navy depends thnio
ly upon the War Oftice, which alone has the power of ordering
their manufacture. It bas, however, been arranged that the
Ajax and Agamemnou, now approaching completion, shall Iei
the lnst-of Her Majesty's Navy to be armed with muzzle losd |

ling guns, and they would receive weapons of tho new patters)

were they not too

tho characler of their-armawment.

—OQnce more the 24t of May has passed pway, and o}
would seem as if the absendo of ILR.H. -the Princees Loui,
hag somewbat damped ‘tho ardour of our Militia. For the
fivat time in the history of British Canada; there was.na gene
ral turn out of the Volunteers in Montreal to cclebrate th
Sovereigu's birthday.” We suppose they are reserving then
gelves for-the grand review at Sussox on, tho. st "of Tuly a
whioh His Excellenoy the Governor-Genexal will be preseot

. —In South Africa the Boers.are yet, reizing.cattlo avi
pluddering tho property of Britisk-subjects. -

—On the Gold Coast, the Gevernor has gove upffom (‘ap;

far advauced to permit of apy alteration s,

-

|Coast Castle to Prahsu to-meet the representativies—of Ko

Koffce- It avas hore that a previous Governor went ca a'sie; .

_Jilatsmissiop, she, upon_having_copslnded. a_treafy.with ¢

Kjug, throyiog all the ammunition into the river as partq
tho agreemént, he and o large body of English troops bem’
thus rendered helpless, were fallen upon by the Ashantees av
massacred to n man, Qur present representative might as we
bear theso little details in mind.

—Mr. Childers, Secretary of State for War, announmatlj
the Prince of Wales' Royal Canadian Regiment (100th), % .
be changed to that of the ** Leinster Regiment,” being anv
ated with the 109th under the new system of territorial LA
ments.

~—At London an agreement has beon carried out {o !vz'[
tho brigade camp on Carling's Farm, neat the city.

.

—At Amberstburg a report was oirculatod on the 25the =
to the effect that 500 Fenians had landed at the -Gassl. =
Southern Railway Depot, creating coneiderable excitementf =
the titae. .

—At 8t. John, N.B., on the 18th ult,, the DSth aupjverss
of the landing of the Loyalista was cclebrated, a salute be, - -

—Lord:Beaconsficld watched the affairs of his country until
the last day of bhis life.  The lact words ke waz understood to
utter were, “ Iatheroany bad news in the Gazette 2 Tt iy
throygh the London Gazette that ofilcial notices of batties ou

- #ea'nnd land, of victories and reverses, ave given, and the dying,

Farl seems to have entertained thesimpression that something
was wrong. It +was at that very time that the evacuation of
Caudabar, which nicans the abandonment of the seientifio
franticr for India, was in progress,

v,

fired by the volunteer axtillery. Lv.

t —The ex-ofticers of the 10th I, als are again ventilat;
rtheir supposed griovance in the columvs of thy Toronto G5 -

o

—The 77th Battalion has ordered its new uniform.

. —A Royal Commission has gone out to South Afkics,t g
will not cuter the Trausvaal until the guns taken at Poret .

stroon ave surrendered, ‘
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“ = gone forever more, and listen to the wailof anguish poured
=¥ forth by the rlatives and iricuds- of the drowned, wo reflect

'} ' without a moment’s warning, were launched into eternity!
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~—Tho Quecn’s Qwn; Rifles, Colonel Otter, wero presented
op tho 24th ult, with o handsome silvers cup for rifle competi.
tion bearing the following jnseription :—*“Yresonted to the
Queen’s Own Rifles, by tho Officers of the 38th-Battalion, and

sonto of tho citizens of Brantford, May 24th, 1881, . -

—A new military genius has arisen in China—a sort of
combived Tamerlape and Bismarck, his name is General Tso-
Tsang-Tang, 1Ile has become Minister of War, advocates the
building of railways, cstablishment of newspapers, and the ini-
portation of foreign devils' inventions, especially arms, ammu-
nition and machidery, He isa strong auti-opium, man and lops
off the heads of all’ the soldicrs who happen to indulg in the

practice,

—The 24th of May, 1881, will be loug reuiembered in Up-
er Canada. On that glorious May day, when the Dominion

1ad decked itself in holitluy sttire to welcome the return of no-
other happy year in the reign of Her Majesty the Queen,
whon the sun shone brightly, and hafpincsa'hnd spread her
wings throughout the land, & cloud suddenly broke with fury
over the town named after Eoglands-metropolis.  Other feur-
fal ealamities havo bofillen s+ hundreds of immigrants ar-
riving by ship have been carried off in & few days by yellow
{ever on the St: Lawrence ; an emigrant trajn has been preci-
pitated over an open bridge, burying its buman freight in the
dark river below, but the victims of siich beJonged to many
widely dispersed homes, and cach sorvoiving relative \vas sur.
rounded by sympathizing Teiends :\\\dme”lgh%ohm, But theaw-
fulness of the dirc calamity which has 0 dnexpeotedly arose
and o'ershadowed the fair city of Londen, lies in the fact that
the whole of the sacrificed helong to one cotimunity—sacri-
ficed by the oft-recutring tale, a greed of mondy, and a thought-
éﬁssness in tho moments of revelry, a grecd on the part of
joss who would seizc the oppottunity of mgking money out
of unreflecting plensure scekers, ‘and thoughtlessness on the
in-t. of a body of excursiouists, leall away by the buoyancy of
iglitheartedness. ~The story is simple~an cxouvsion from
“Liondon to the number of six huddred, comprising the prin-
cipal fumilies of the city, crowded upon a pleasure boat that
-should not have had half the- aumber-on board, on-her returo
* trip after a day’s outing, a dlight commotion,~—a panie—-a rach
o one sido—tho collapsing’ol’ the upper deck—the capsizing
of the boat !—a wutery grave for two hundred and fifty of the
sterry pussengers ! Thus over one per-cent, of the whole city,

What a cuntrast, from the pleasuves of the day;~—tliere's-not a
1 joy the world can give like thdt it takes away,” and if we thrn for

caeting their lurid flawes over the ghastly faces of thode now

with a shudder at the littleness ot our own every-day troubles.

« Last uoon belield them o)l of luaty Hfe,
Tt evo-in. Beady's cirold proudiy gay,
_The c\'cplng brought thg signal "—

te we all have to face.as nothing . did they die }e—
aod the sorrew of a horcaved people appeal to our hearts tor
sfnxmthy—an appeal heartily responded to from one end of
the Dominion. to tho other.

i
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—Two of the new 13 pr. field gang have completed a trial
of 500' Tounds a5'a testof serviceability and to determine the
rival merits of two systemp of the breeth arranzentént, the one
being the French or screw relietd plan “and the other
4 copy of the recter lever of  Jocomofivé. Both answer well,
the latter espeeinlly.  The sheotiuz was excecdingly accurate.’
4 The targets were placed at 1,000, 1,500, and 2,000 yards

i

~The * hunging committer.” At the mention_of' the
namy our nind wanders somewhero—wanders to Russiun
yeonspirators and Nihilist desperadoes, . Why the rope

—but wo do—though our hangings iire rithet of-happior
pendants to cowds than thoso who dim by theiv darkened
shadow this ago of oivilizdtion ) Butwolenve thom intheir
dark worle and-return to'the brigghter sphers from whence
wo starled, “ Avt in-Canada.”' Colonial intelligénce is not
bohind the age, and the Royal Canadian Academy stands
ont a5 one of tho mest welcomed: institutions organized in
the Dominion by our Govérnor-General'and.1l. R. I. the
Princess Louive. “Around tlie -Studios,” at home is a
familiar expression—all must have & beginning i and the
studios with us at present ‘sre fotv aud far be-
tween llowevor, within the past fow duys wo have bl
the pleasuro of viewing several oil-paintings of:undoubtod
merit, about to bo exhibited.at thedialifax Axt Exhibition,
which will shortly open in that city. Wy yeofor to
the paintings by Forshaw Day, Esq., A.R.C.A., Professor
of Drawing, etc.. at'the Royal dfilitary Collego of Canada,
There are six in numbor, two of considerable Rize, and
which. certainly do honor o this arlist’s ahilitiss. The
first is a largo oil painting, 4 vigw ‘o4 the Novolle River,
Bay Chalours. This work wag exginted from a colored
sketeh takon on the spot, aftér considérable difficulty in
ascending the viver in cAnoes, in.the carly part of'last
year. This picture is oyecuted in a style which iy gimy.ly
3 perceptive of'a beautifully quiet, Iandscape, whilgs e
coloring and pevspertive ate, in. all, scientifit'and niechani-
cally correet. The sévond 18 a view of Camphelltcon
Monntain, called the *“Sugar Loaf,” takepn from .the rail-
way track. 'Thé thixd, “ Tho Bi‘l‘dgb-.-,ﬁoqvelle River,”
with mountains in tho distanceé. The pyincipal shadoy in
this picturo is in the middle distanicé, and i iposy effect-
ive. The next we cume to 15 3 emnll winter scene,
“ Mooso Hunting in Nova Scofin,” & yery prettily con-
cpived drawing.” The fifth is a.atudy in.ail; “ A Fronch
Soubrolle,” the head of the painting iv finely effective. Tho
lasp is a view near Tnubiidge Wis,,?@ngland. "The en-
trance fo the grave yard, the old chuich is sesn in the foro-
ground with figures onterivg thrpugh the old gateway.
This picture is & most praisewoithy exemplar of an old
country vemginiscence, one of those little ictures which
carry the mind hack to- the old.home-of. its,ll;lrtb. ., Weocer-
thinly congratulate Professot Day on hig works of love as
well as art, and trust the cords in the ‘exhibition may
be sufficiontly long to hold: tHen offoctively bofore thie gazo
of the public. A

—Two intoresting problemg which haveé loite perplexed
the sciontific worldgx};)peﬁ‘r?glmb&%bév&be&lt)ie' nitely
settled by the omirefit:geologrist, Dr, Halin. | These ques-
tions aro, firat, whether or noticelestial bodieg, other than
the earth, belonging to otv, s8JdF, ystém. are inhabifed by
animato beings, and secondly; whethesr'the meteoric stones
fiom. timo to time cast™upon.ihe. sutfuce of thixzlobe
omanate from incandeseent cofnets pr *from .voleinio plan-
ets. That thoy at no timé formed a part of the carth it-
selt has been conclusivély demonstrated. Dr., Hshn bes
tecontly comploted:a series of investigations upon-soiiie of’
the huge mctoori¢ stones that.fell front the. skies in Hun-
gary duving the summer of 1866. * Thin laining ot these
mysterious botdies, snbjected-to examination under a pow-
ertul microscope, have beed foind o contains coralline and
spongeous formations, and fo. reveal unmistakable traces
of the lower forms of vegelation.. - All the-organisms, an-
imal and vegetable, dircovered by Dr. Habn in- the deli-
cate stono shavings he has this deajt with indicate the
condition of their parent world {o be one of what is tech-
nically termed * primary foimation,” But the. presence
of water in that world is proved hy the fiuct thet the tny
pelrified creatuves rovealed by flie maigic of the lens, oue
and all, beloug to the so-call {'kxwa‘q‘_\teoug classes of ani-
mals. They could not, therofore, hrve possibly existed in

R

Lo hvgaks, stupid pecple, they don't know even hiow to .lmng

.
' et E v Wt s

e

comets, at loast if' the assymption be corpect thattheseare
in & state of aotivo combustien, o
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—A fearful accidant, involving the loss of soveral lives,
occurred on the 5th ult.  Our wonclad tho Corborus, hav-
ing been taken down tho Bay for some gun practico,
Captain Meodoville, her commander. mado arrangomonts
also for some torpedo exportments to come off abroast
of Queonsclift, our prinoipnl watoring place, noar the hoads
of Hobson's Bay. Irom some bungle i the management
of the apparatus, which nobody as yet has heen ablo to
explain, an explosion of n torpedo taok place, blowing the
vporators themsoh os.and their boat hygh mto the air,
only ane of the moen having escaped ceatruction.  Cap
tmin Mandevillo und s first officer, Liontonant Colling,
hud loft the scenc of action, and gone on shore at Queons-
¢lfl' to witness from that point of view the action of the
forpcdqes, and the seenis charactet of the busmess, onding
n e frightful o catastrophie, lins been romowhat sovorely
crificisod.  The rotaains of only two ot the boat's erow
wor e recovered from the sea, aud on thoso aun inquest hay
beou held without throwmyg any light on .the immediate
causo of tho explosion. - If our torpedo defgnces are mero-
ly to Llow up our own dofouders, the seer wo abjure
such critical aed bunglod novelties the ‘better.— English
poper. '

. —7The rapidity with which the Japanwse and Chinese
people appropriate the ideas and imitate tho practices of
the westorn people is vory romarkeblo. At a very carl
period of Chineso irruption intv this continent the immi-
grants began to'assimilate Amorican jdeas. * Mo ulloo
rameo Melican man—hato nigger, bato Injun * That was
the first step in approach to nationalism. But the Chineso
have not stopped there, and the Japanese have also been
progressive. Tho latter bave learnod to produce Dahl.
gren and Armstrongs, and tho former have Joarned to
etviko. Our despatches show that the most enlightened
nativo Americans could nut raise & more dangerous viot,
nor st a store with more success, nor demand high
wages with greater confidence. The day when Chiuese
labor was cheap has nearly run‘itscourse. The poot tells
us that “ Through tho ago one increasing purpose runs,
and tho men ar. widenod with the procesh of the suns,”
and probably ho did not intend to confine the idea to the
Caucasiun rece.

.

~The woapons of modsrn Republicanism, whether in Ireland
or Ruesia, aro such a5 are quite ag easlly wellded by the agents of
oligarchy or even of absolutism, as thoso of domocracy. A inere
handful of men, less than ons per cent of the people, can if thoy
aro so resolved, carry ot a syatem of terrorism by scerot murder,
or wmore apen slaughter. It 1s certainly an alarming featuro o
modern soclety that murder should be 86 successfall, and ne son-
timont ovolved by its commission, excopta desive to save the
neck of tho assassin from the haltor., Unfortunately too this
crime has boon ropeatedly successful Large concesslans to trade
unloniam followed tho marders, outrages and ‘“rattenings” of
Shoffleld and other manufacturing contrer  And the wounding
of Princo Alfred in Australlia in an attempt upon his )ife, was
followed by Iarge concessionv to the pcasantry of Irelund. Tho po-
i{tical appostics of majorities are tsaching rosolute nad unadrupu.
jous minoritics tim roed to power, and are rapldly making ail
peaceful government of mankind utterly impracticablo.

Shert Taetical Lessons for all armns a¢ the
@ntario Gunnery School.

“ B" Buttery, Royal School of Qunnery, Kingston.

—— —

FIFELD ARTILLERY ORGANIZATION.

To European armies, field artillery is divided into horse and |

field, but in the Militia Field .\rtillery of Canada there is no
such distinction. AH the §eld batterics, with their full com-
plement of six horses to cach gun, 9 pr. M.I.R,, 800 Ibs,,
would be able tome=a with sufficient rapidity to accompany caval-
r¥—in fact, the system Followed is thas of the old Bengal Jorse
Artillery, viz., carrying the gunuers on the off horses, guu axle

reats and limbers which answers all practical purposes of mo-ithay great artillery results can only be obtained by concer

¥ | the artillery driver, sitting or standing still under firo, with no

and each timo the guns come into action, the horses aro rested,
while the gunners aro nlso comparatively rested during an
advanco and fresh for their work instead of attetapting to run
after their guus on foot, and srriving—if they ever did arrive—
at the seene of action tov tited and exhausted (o fight their
une. It as inconciovable that an undesivable fecling of
jealousy should for so many years have kept the * Field Artil
lery ™ of Great Britain and France in tho oxtraordinary condi
tion of choosing the alternative of arviviug in action (aftor any-
thing of « rapid advance) without their guoners, or followiny
the other olternative of bringing the ammunition wagone under
fire, ag tho only means of carrying up the guuncrs, and run
niog the risk of ammunition wagons being exploded by a
stray bullet , but as we canuot afford the luxury of what are
called horse artillery it European armies,*we, in Uanada, havo
changed all that, Qur Cauvadian or Bengal Horse Artillery
system, briogs a minimum of men, horses aund amawnition
wagous into the first line of fire, for it i3 rarely that undula
tious of ground or other cover cannot be found for the ammu
nition wagons within the distance requived to supply amwuui.
tion when that in the limbers is exhausted. Toeffeat this the
wagon need not be cxposed, but the wagon limber trotted up
and cxchanged for the-gun limber, which trots to the rear, re-

lieving the horses and drivers of tho gun teams who requiro
rehef, for 1t should Le remembered that no soldier of the fight
g line has 5o gevere a strain put upon his passive couraga as

weapon but a whip in his baud, aud uone of that active duty
Whim makes men forget danger.
THE BATTERY UNIT

It 1s fortunate for field arullery that the fighting or tactical ;
and the administrativeunit are the rame. It is not so with
avy other arm. !

A battalion of mmfantry extended for attack cesses to be s
tactical ubit, being uncontrolable by one wan.

1t first resolves itselt 1nto wings under its majore, and then
into companics under their captains, The present War Min-
ister of Great Britain has, for purposes of promotion, iucreased
the number of majors to four, but they will not be Jike. the
German Hauptman, adminictrative as well as tactical leaders.
In the cavalry the squadron becomes an impromptu incongru
ous tactical unit, exeuwplifying the seriptural difliculty of serv:
ing two masters. .

he field artillery having this advantage, of being in peace
and war under the sawe tactical and administrative leader, be
comes a splendid fighting organization.

I¢ hae, morcover, the great advautage of hecomiug in our
small armics, and widely severed wperatious, a tactical unit
somewhat equivalent to that of a brigade of infautry, which isf
the smallest unit with which it can be associated, aud its com
mapder becomes from the nature of things in a great measure
the decider of bis own fighting movements, having received a
general idea of what may be required of him, from his ar
tillery chief if with a larpe foree, or from his Brigadier, or
(eneral of division, if with a smaller force. These points have
been dwelt upon at length, because the command-ofa field
battery though mﬁuiriug the tactical coup d'ail and decision of.
a General, generally falls to the lot of a cofoparatively yous;
man, and ss such a commend on active service may bo cousid] -
ered within the reach of overy “field artillery subaltern,” lel
should losc no opportunity of acquiring a knowledge of tactia
of all arms, which can be gained by any observantofficer in the
course of the service of artillery with other arms,

Though a battery of artillery often has to act as an glmoy,
independent tactical unit, especially in the little wars of Gres,
Britain, and also probably in the uvavoidably detached: dc,
fensive operations with which we Canadiaus would probably
and unfortunately have Yo commence a defensive war, in whid -
we would net have *taken the -initiative of concentn
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tion, the lessons of the late great wars in-Europe show s

bility, Au actillesy advauce at speed is rarely over a mile,; trated artillery action, and an ouy battery unit consiets of onlf -

ot o o o

Vr—
i



P

e

-1 % advance guard,”

- T P B

-

—

PO

g
;
i
|
!
H
!
{
}
}
1

. strenfth of cavalry does 1ot lio in fire.

“aut of a villago, no matter how numerously posted without arc-

E

~diaoner a bridge may be seized and held by a handful of nd-

—_— L.

ORI

A
¥

. 9aar from 2 New York paper quoted in the last number of

o A T AT "

s g e 2 e

Vor. 1. No. 5.]

CANADIAN MILITARY REVIEW,

69

four guns, two or more hatteries would have to bo brignded to-
gether under o Jieutenant-colonel.  The four gun unic is o
conveniont and correct one, it eun ho sub-divided into the two

un divisional unit without dielocation. A six gun battecy,
if divided into half batterics, breaks up a subaltern's two gun
command, which should not be done. Our four guns are taught
to mancuvre without their waggons, which, uader the old sys-
sten, formed an inconvenient rear rank, without offensive pow.
er, necessitating adhierence to the old fashioned fanoy of pivot
and reverse flanks and numerical order of guns and wagzons,
which it was thought necessary to maintain. .

* A Cauasdian four gun battery with its wagons safely under
cover ju rear, is d very landy fighting wnit, not inter{ering
with the formations of other arms, which it can bo quickly
manoovred to support from avy direotion.

ARTILLERY FIGHTING TACTICS IN COI:JNECT{ON WITH
OTHER ARMS.

Fiold artillery tactics may be coneidered under four beads:
1st. Tentalive, or trying the strength of:the enemy in oon.
nection with the * advance cevalry ” of an army, or with the

{ Tho cavalry man may find aud feel the enemy, but they
i cannot probe him, force him to unmask, touch his masses or
.reserves, nor com{)el him to delay his advance, by deploying
. hiswasses. This, thoadvancedartillery,when judiciously handled,
.oan offectively do, but no General should allow his whole army
‘to be committed to attack by a couple of advauced guns, as
<General Burrows appears to have donc at the hattle. of Mai.
‘wand. Ifit is necessary to forco (he enemy's band by. the for-
ward advance of a few guus, when they have done tgeir busi-
ness and cannot be supported by the troops acrompanying them,
they must Fetirs, and may be lcst, but it must &)e remember-
ed that guus may be lost with honor, though this should seldom
be in av advance. . '
.. On the other hand, great advantages muoy be gained by the
Jjudicioushandlingofa fow guns with the advanced cavalry. The
Firo from the saddle
{s useless, ahd in dismounting to five the number of horse-hold-
era necessavy, soriously diminishes the effective fire.
; When a mass of horsey, except under unusual conditions, are
éxposed. to the enemy's fire, the Toss of horses would absolute-
y cripplo the the cavalry, and horses taught to Ji¢ down under
dover has not yot become part of cavalry instruction.
¢ Artillery i3 the firc complement wnecessary to cavalry
fgainstinfantry attack or superior cavalry attack, while for the
eusive a fow guns would in » few minutes drive an encmy
Cllery, the cavalry and guns could then occupy. In a simlax
wanced cavalry and a couple of guns.  In the same mamer
the re-entering angle of a river, with a ford or wheve it ie in.
éended to construct a bridge for the passage of your army, may
8 held by sweeping the opposite projecting angle of the shore
with guns converging on it from tho opposite s'de of the river,
[ T'o be Continued.
e Q- e e

Correspondenec.
the Editor of the. CANADIAN MiLITARY ReviEWw,

Dear Sir—1I find that a muzzle velocity of 1.2:40 feet has
been obtained with the Martini-Heory rifle, and it wonld ap-

L4 -

o~

o

wiw valuable Review that the United States Ordnanco De-
tment have obtuined in their experiments only 1,252 feet.
\is is 2 rather scrious discrepancy that should, 1 think, make

Bfaccept with distrust other resnlts published in the New
ork paper. ’

. Yours tialy,

/"“t‘.’

0i:cAR PREVOST,

——

To the Zditor of the CANADIAN MiLiTARY REVIEW. .

Sin,—With roforance to the roeviow of my littls worlk on
“Military Administration,” which appeared in your isgue
of the st instant, I have to oxpress my surprise that kse-
causo I differ totally from tho opinions frequently express-
ed in the Mrcirary Review relating to conscription, T
should Yo accused of timidly following in the ¢ rut*of
thoso who are afraill.of exprossing theit opinions, and of
toaching what X do nct conafder true. .

Whateper be my persoval views I do not «congider it my

duty to criticize the military policy of the Government .t
serpe in a book intended for use as @ textbook in e public
institution, ospecially as this is a political question.. I
bave entored into the relative morits of-consoriftion and
voluuntary gevvice at somo length, sbowing clesrly the ad-
vantagos and disadvantages of each systém, =dd no ono
who reads the bool can fail to sge tho great advantayge of
compulso?' service from a purely military aspect, nor the
great hardship such a.system-entaile<on—the citizons of a
country, . T U T .
I dgny the *“diro nocossity” ior conseription for the
British army, nor do I think-compulsory sorvice feasible
for an army which is stationed in all parts of the worid,
and couscviption could in any oase only be-introduced for
s homo army. The ballot may be enforced for the militia,
should volunteoring not produco the requived numbor ot
recruits, and the duty every subject owes to the .Qefence of his
coruntry 1s fully recognized in England as-elsewhere.
The insinuation that X teach, what I do not consider trne
I pass over as beneath notice marely pointingout that feol-
ings of honour should lead the writer to make anapology .
for such an unwarranted statement. .
The vemavks yon have allowed to:bo inserted in the
Military Review would not bé worthy of any yofutation
had they-appeared in an ondinaty newspapery, but as you
aro univorsnﬂy belioved to be. an officer ‘of high .standing
fa this country such on atlack on me, needs a roply and 1
have consequontly to vequest yon to be good enough to
insert thig lotter in your next.issue.

. I remain

Your obedient serrant,
" Dovoras Jones,

. Major R. A.
[The portions of the above letter whick wo have put in italic
plainly admit the opinion expressed by us in our aritique.
Conscription has & military as well as a politieal side, as has the

mbject of atrategy, vet no generafc&iﬂ;d effectunlly serve hia
coudtry or be held blamoless who thouglit it (o ignore the
political strategy of an impénding* campaign, and advised
or taught his countrymen only to coysider the military aspact
of atrategy. Neithor the hardships of couscription or of auy
other sort of duty render it less a duty, and from the unplea-
saot duty of eriticism the CANADIAN MILITARY REVIEW bas
no intention of shrinking, wor have we any iitténtion of apolo-
gizing for doing what we covsideréd a duty. On the other
hand, the writer of the letter attribntes.to us.épir.)'ions.never ex-
pressed in the C.MLR. Wonever advocated conseription for the
British army stationed in all partsof thetorld; But only for the
Militia with exemptions for cflicient volunteers, so as to avoid
destroying what we call the regular army by turniog meu outof -
it after short service in the hopo of forming a pational reserve.
The regolar army of 100,000 cffectives-or. thersabouts js tco -
smalla mill togrind out 2 natignal referve, and it has destroyed
itself in the effort, Without making a reserve, which, éven if it
could be collegted or relied upon With certainty, would not equal |

L. Captain, O.A.
uebee, 11th May, 1881, B SRR

_ lone corps d'armée of any real military nation. Major.Joneg .
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way deny the. necessity of conscription, but the Commander-
in-Chiet aud the Broed Arrow have at last expressed an opi-
nion in favor of what the C,M,R. has been thefirstaud hitherto
the ouly journal to advocate. God grant that the English peo-
ple muy in time réedgnize the duty cvery subject owes his
country, When the day of dire necessity avrives, it is too late to
istitute now military organizations, A forgotten clausc inthe
statute book, cach year set aside, is wot @ recognition by the
people af the duty every subjedt owes to his country. Major
Jones we apake of as conscientious, zealons und ablo.  No doubt,
us lus lotter states, the courso he has taken he cousiders his
dut}'.?—ED.] A
** No one who hus ever risen o any great height inthis world
reluos to move till hie knowswhere hé is going,  1le is impelled
in eachatep which he takesdy a force within himselt. e dat-
isfies himselfoniy that the step'isa right one, and he leaves the
restto Providence."~ Froude,.
. ol o-
THE BROAD ARROW AT LAST'—-BETTER LATE
THAN NEVER.

We have loug viewed the idea that the Euglish people would
not approve nor willingly submit to tho Militia ballot as one
of thogp absurd superstitions which seemn to have been accopted
as arguments, so greatly to the detriment of every practical
#cheme which has been put forward for providing a sufficient
defence for the conatry; and if any English Minister would be
bold enqugh to test the question by omitting to ask for a Militia{
Ballot Suspension Act—thercupon putting in foree the Militia |
baljot—we helieve the veil would drop from his eves, not only
with regard to this fallacy, but with regard to many other doubts
and fears as to what-men with reasoning facunities, and thorough-
ly awake to the dungers-which an altered state of seieneo and so-
ciety hias brought upon us, would be prepared to submit to both
for patriotism and self-interest. ith-the ranks of the Volun-
teers thua doubled or trebled at an infinitesimal expense, with
the militia battalious constantly kept at their full strengzth by
a very light ballot to supplement the Voluuteer recruits, and
with our regular battalions also constantly filled, either on the
peace footiug or on the foreiga service footing by meansof vol-
unteering trom the Militin battalious of each territorinl regi-
ment, we should be in a position to keep with the colurs a much
Jarger propurtion of fully trained soldiers than ever we can hope
todo by the unaided amsistance of the short-service system, as
applied solely tu what are now, for all practical purposes, the two
ful’ service battalions of each of our new regiments.

|

"

The Duke of Cambridge hit the right nail on the head
m lus remarks the other night on Army organization.
© As to comparisons between tho Inglish Army and Con-
tinentgl armies,” he said. * our position was entirvely differ-
ent from the Continental position. He had not heard
anyone uss the word - conseription,” and yet it was con-
seription that made all the difference.” To lcar some of'
the Jearned talk about - reserves ™ and * first lines,” ono
would imagine that British soldiers could be calfed forth
by » mere wave of the hand, ora whistle, liko Roderick
Dhw’s Highlanders, The fuct-is, that i’ we are to havo a
stong foteigu army and a strong home army too, as well
as inoxhaustible reserves, some foérm of conscription,
whother called * balloting ™ or by any other name, must
necessarily be faced. By conscription, and by consciip:
tion only, does Germany-produce her largoe force ; and if
we would follow, suit in one-vespect; we must do #o in the
other. Whilo admitting that it was impossible to resort
to conscription for the Avmy, the Duke said he still en-
tertaified o decided opinion that therp ought to be con-
scviptiofvfor the Militia-if it weve necessary in order to
fill up the ranks. :

!

Majuba MillowA Lesson in Tactics.

\ To the Editor of the Canadian Military Revier.

Sta.—~Huving soen fany roforences to tho disaster ut
Mujuba IHill, in paped eivil and military; all of which at- -
tribute tha veswdt of that unforfunate event move or less
divectly to bad shooting on the part of our infuntry, I um
induced to ask your permission to state briofly what ap-

car to bo the real oautses of our defeat ag I think a losson
18 convoyed theroby which should bo tuken sorionsly to
heart by all soldiers.

I must promiso that I write with no information boyond
that available in the publit yrints and thercfore cannot
vouch Tor the aceurnoy of the dotails, The Hill eccupled
by our forces appears to havo beén a lofty sumimit on the
pro;l)or right ot the Hoer positions with u cup-like hollow
on the top and having very precipitous sides—and it com-
manded and tovk in flank, though appavently at a vory
considerable range;' tho Boer pos:i’tion. .

Ishall notentorintothie strategical questionas towhellior
the occupation of this Lill Was or Wwits not desirable, under
the then cxisting civcumstances, which, appurently forbid,
(through lack of nutnbers)) any co-oporation by the'troops '
left in front of tho Boers during tho engugement which
must inevitubly have vesulted ; But shall confine my re-
marks to the two following points.

1st. Was the Hill occupied a suitable position for de-
fence ? .

2nd. Was it propetly ocenpied, tactically ? .

Both these quéstions must I think be answered in ihe
negative. ~There is wothihg inorp ¢ertain than that a very
steep slape is tho worst possible fure ground for musketyy
defence, bocanse irs ovdet to firo down such & slope the de-
fondors must lean oves And 50 0xposeé thomsolves laygoly to
the fire of tho aesnillante, aud whon, from its inequality ;
the slope aftords natural.cover to the assailants tho (anget
fram this cause is greatlyincreased. The inevitable re-
sult tdok place at Majiba as it did over and ovor agsin it
the Russio-Turkish war; defenders rather than oxpose
thomselves fired, witliout looking ovor the edge ol the
slope, in the air; hencs of conrso the Boer losses x'\'qré (if
traly stated) absutgly sinll, but this was to be expected,
and slionld not be a matter for the loastsirprise, nordoegit
nced to be acequntéd for by supposing thal our infantiy
cannot uso their rifles, if proper}y posted. :

In the secoud placo we are told that the edgo of the
basin was oceupied by njenut 10 paces interval, the ve.
mainder of tha troops-beiy massed in tho eup shaped
hollow, in reserve. Now tho position was a purely defen-
sive one, no counter attdck from it was possibile, and it is’
therefore quito clear that the accepted rule for posting
troops in such a position should have beon followed; viz:’
that the shooting line should have been given the greatest -
possible strength, or in otltor words, that the men com-
prising it shonld have been pliced a3 ¢lose togethor ay

ossible, consistently with frecdom of use of their viftes,
The voserve was of minor impottsvto;~it was proved to
be usoless, for when the Boers arrived at the snmmit,
there appears to have been'no time fou it to act, they had
been allowed to come tp-cluse in superior numbors with-
out logs, and the battle was therofore, us u necessary ve-
sult: lost! Lt

A minor couse rf failure may, I think, bo found in the
composition of the force, made up, as it was, of dviblots of
various corps, srilors, mavines, and vavious infantry regi-
ments, being, 1 believe reprosented; it could not have had
any efficiont discipline or cohesion.

- Tam, Sir,
Yours faithfully;
G. R. WaLRER,
Major, R.E,

Royat Military College
Kingston, 26th May,’1881.
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