Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original
copy available for filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographically unique, which may alter any
of the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming, are
checked below.

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

D Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagée

f 1 Covers restored and/or laminated/
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps/
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink {i.e. other than blue or black)/
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/
Planches et/ou iliustrations en couleur

Bound with other material/
Relié avec d'autres documents
7] Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
V| along interior margin/

La reliure serrée peut causer de I'ombre ou de la
distorsion le tong de la marge intéricure

Blank leaves added during resteration may appear
within the text. Whenever gossible, these have
been omitted from filming/

i1 se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées
lors d‘une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,
mais, lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n‘ont
pas été filmées.

Additional comments:/
Commentaires supplémentaires:

L'Institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu‘il
lui a é1é possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet
exemplaire qui sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue
bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier une image
reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une modification
dans la méthode normale de filmage sont indiqués
ci-dessous.

Colcured pages/
Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

. Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
v Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached/
Pages détachées

Showthrough/
Transparence

Quality of print varies/
Qualité inégale de 'impression

Continuous pagination/

Pagination continue

Includes index{es)/
Comprend un {des) index

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de I'en-téte provient:

Title page of issue/
Page de titre de la livraison

Caption of issue/
Titre de départ de la livraison

Masthead/
Générique (périodiques) de la livraison

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/
Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X 2X 26X 30x

12X 16X 20X 24X 28X 32X



THE

BIBLE ADVOCATE.

==

" VoL, L

MONTREAL, JUNE, 1837,

No. 2.

HISTORY OF THE BRITISE AND
FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY,
Continued from page 5.

The only charitable sources, of a
public nature, which were at that time
in existence, from which a distribu-
tion of the Scriptures could be look-
ed for, were the following, Most of

them civenlated with the Bible, seve--

yal volumes and Tracts intended to
contribute to their main purposes :—
The Society for promoting Christ-

ian Knowledge ... ... tmg 1698
The Society for the Propaga~
~ gation ¢f the Gospel in Fo-

reign Parts ... vee cev con oo Y701
The Society in Scotland for

propagating Christian Know-
m&ﬁé& . }._. P 1709

ociety for Promoting

tigious Knowledge among the

Naval and M{itagy Bibl:

" Society) .. voi ven see en o 1780
The Society for the Suppor:

and Encouragement of Sun-

day Schools ... ... vee sev oo 1785

“The Society for promoting Christ-
jan Knowledge is composed of sub-
scribing end corresponding members,
The former hold regular meetings,
and transact the general business of
the Society. Thelatter are suck. per-
sons in Great Britain, Ireland, and
other Protestant countries, as ave
chosen to correspond with the So-
ciety on the state of religion in their
neighbourhoods, o suggzest such me-
thods of doing good as ocenr to them,
1o distribute Bibles and other books
recommended by the Society, and
to remit oceasional or stated contribu-

tions. Under the patronage of this
Society, Charity-Schools have been
evected, Bibles, Prayer-Books, and
Religious Tracts dispersed, apd fo-
reign Missions, particularly in the
East Indies, supported. Ithas print-
ed the New Testamentin Arabic, the
whole Bible in the language of the
Isle of Man, and four editions of it
in the Welsh language.”

“ The Society for the Propagation
of the Gospel in Foreign Parts ap-
pears to have grown out of- the So-
cety for promoting Christian Know-
ledge, which refers to it, we believe,
in all its annual aceounts, The oh-
Jject of this Society is limited by char-
ter to Foreign Parts, and more espe-
cially to the Plantations, Colonies,
and Factories, beyond Seas, belong-
ing to the Kingdom of England.
Missionaries, Catechists, and School-
masters, are smployed by this Society
in Newfoundland, Nova Secutiz, New
Brunswick, Upper and Lower Canada,
Cape Breton, the Babama Islands, the
Coast of Africa, New South Wales,
and Norfolk Istand. The Mission~
aries are supplied with books, for a
library, and Bibles, Prayer-Books,
and small Religious Traets, to distri-
bute among their people as ceecasion
may vequire. This and the preced-
ing Sociely ave divecied entirely by
members of the Established Church
of England” . :

The So(c)iety in S&oﬁn.nlgagf Pro-
pagating Chbristian Know , em-
ploys School-masters, Catechists, aud
Missionaries, and distributes the Holy
Seriptures, and a few other religious
books. The Scriptures have been
translated at the Society’s expense,
into Gaglic. A Parent Board is es-
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tablished in Edinburgh, and a Corres-
ponding Board in London. The ex-
ertions of this Society extend over
the Highlands of Scotland, the Con-
tiguous Islands, and a part of North
America.

The Society for promotiug Reli-
gious Knowledge among the Poor,
distributes the Holy Scriptures, and
a great variety of pieces on religious
subjects,

The Bible Society was instituted
for the sole use of the Army and
Navy of Great Britain. It circulates
only the Scriptures.

The Society for the Support and
Encouragement of Sunday Schools
provides Bibles, Testaments, and
spelling-books, and receives applica-
tions from any part of England, and
Wales.

Mpr. Hughes in the Essay before
referred to, having enumerated these
Societies, and pointed out the advan-
tages of a more general Institution,
thus proceeds :—

“Let us then cast a friendly eye
over distant countries, and be the
parents of the first Institution that
ever emanated from one of the na-
tions of Europe, for the express pur-
pose of doing good to all the rest.

¢ The proposed Society would be-
speak much attention which was never
yet brought to bear on a subject so
truly grand and momentous. Reli-
gion would occupy a larger space in
the public mind, and the advocates
of religion enjoy a new opportunity
of testifying the strength of their con-
vietions and the fervour of their zeal.
A pew impulse would be given to
kindred Institutions; and measures
hitherto unthought of would be added
to those which which have long dis-
played their beneficial effects.

«“We have specified Europe; at
the same time we would allow ample
scope. Correspondence might more
or less include every quarter of the
globe.

« Many arrangements must be left
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to the determination of experience.
Light will break in as the friends of
tne Institution advance ; they will act
as occasions dictate; always having
that to do which will either connect
with remoter branches of their de-
sign, or stand well insulated and
alone.”

Copies of the Essay were now put
into circulation thiough a variety of
channels ; some were sent to Mem-
bers of Parliament of both Houses,
others to the Bishops and many Cler-
gymenof the Established Church, and
others to Dissenting Ministers, and
influential persous of all denomina-
tions. These, no doubt, had great
influence in preparing the way for
future success; but it was not till
eight months afterwards, viz : in Jan-
uary, 1804, that measures were judg-
ed to be sufficiently advanced to jus-
tify the adoption of any active mea-
sures for the execution of the plan;
and two months longer before a pub-
lic meeting was held to establish the
proposed Society. The very liberal
and comprehensive principle of the
institution, was the main cause of this
delay ; for as the object was to unite
all parties in one great effort to cir-
culate divine truth through the world,
it became necessary to proceed with
caution, and so to consider and ad-
Jjust all the arrangements as that no
one party in the Christian world
might be tempted to oppose or stand
aloof from the projected Association.
Its title at first was «“ A Society for
promoting a more extensive circula-
tion of the Holy Scriptures both at
home and abroad,” but it was altered,
before the public meeting, to that
which it now bears. This meeting
was held at the London Tavern, on
‘Wednesday the 7th of March, 1804,
when the Society was actually form-
ed, and commenced its beneficent
operations. On this interesting oc-
casion the celebrated Granville Sharp,
Esq., well known as the friend of
Africa, by his co-operation with Wil-
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berforce and Clarkson in abolishing
the slave trade, was called to the
Chair. The proceedings were deep-
Iy important. The scene was new;
nothing like it had perhaps been ex-
hibited before the public since Christ-
ians had begun to organize among
each other the strife of separation,
and to carry into their own camp
that war which they ought to have
waged in concert against the common
enemy. It appeared to indicate the
dawn of a new era in Christendom ;
and to portend something like the re-
turn of those auspicious days, when
<« the multitude of them that believed
were of one heart and of one soul,”
and when, as a consegnence of that
.union, to a certain degree at least,
¢ the word of God mightily grew and
prevailed.”

A Committee of thirty-six persons
was nominated at the formation of the
Society. Respecting this Commit-
tee, Mr. Owen remarks :— Never,
perhaps, before were thirty-six per-
sons brought together for the prose-
cution and atfainment of a common
purpose, whose views, and habits, and
prejudices, exhibited a greater and
more unpromising variety. Strangers
i many instances to each other’s per-
sons, and not a little disaffected to
each other’s religious systems, they
bad to struggle against feelings to
which time and mutnal alienation had
given in a manner the authority of
principles ; and to balance the value
of the object itself against that of the
minor considerations which must be
sacrificed in order to attain it. Itis
not therefore to be wondered at, that,
in the ouiset of their proceedings, a
Committee thus composed should ex-
perience no ordinary embarrassment.
A sense of propriety dictated, that
parties so strangely diversified should
mutually advance towards each other
with wariness and reserve; and it
is natural to conclude that in the
exercise of this caution, they would
accasionally betray those emotions of
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jealously, which served to demon-
strate, how much they were indebted
to the influence of the Bible for ef-
fecting their approximation toa com.
mon standard.” :

At a subsequent meeting, three
Secretaries were appomted on the
the same liberal principle; the Rev.
Josiah Pratt in connection with the
Established Church of England, the
Rev. Joseph Hughes on behalf of
Dissenters, and the Rev C. F. A.
Steinkopif to correspond with the
foreign Churches. The first of these
gentlemen soon after resigned his
office in favour of the Rev. John
Owen, well known as an eloquent and
efficient Secretary of the Institution
till bis death.

The Society was soon afterwards
supported and strengthened by the
accession to its ranks of several emi-
nent men of considerableinfluence and
worth ; among others the then Bish-
op of London (Dr. Porteus,) M.
Wilberforce, and Lord Teignmouth,
who became its first President, and
filled that important office with sin-
gular ability and advantage for thirty
years, till his lamented death in

1834. .
(To &e continued.,)

- et R——
MONTREAL ATXILIARY BIBLE
SOCIETY.

‘We are happy in being able to an-
nounce to our readers the noble pro-
ject Jately adopted by this Society.
The Committee, in reliance upon di-
vine aid, in expectation of the co-
operation of Christians of all denom-
inations in the Province, have passed
a Resolution to the following pur-
port =—¢ That they will endeavour,
within the shortest practicable period,
to place a copy of the Sacred Volume,
by sale or gift, in every family in
Lower Canada willing to receive it.”

This is the most important step
which the Montreal Bible Society has
ever taken ; itmust necessarily involve
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great labor and expense. The de-
sigh contemplated in the resolution
can never be accomplished without
the aid of Bible Societies, Ministers,
and Christians in all parts of the
Province. )

The announcement of the resolu-
tion is now made, for the purpuse of
inviting that co-operation which the
Committee will suon request in a more
formal manner. That many Protes-
tant familics in the Province are now
destitute of the word is unquestionable,
There is evidence on this point now
n the possession of the Committee,
of the most decided and melancholy
character. Weshall not now attempt
to state with accuracy the number
who are thusdestitute. Several thous-
ands are, beyond all doubt, in that
condition.

I the course of a few months it is
expected that agents of the Society
will visit the various sections of the
Province, for the purpese of ascer-
taining the number of families desti-
tute of the Bible;—soliciting pecu-
niary aid ; and effecting those local
organizations mecessary to carry on
the supply in detail. The general
plan which the Committee recom-
mends is, that Christians within a
Township, or Parish, or District of
Country, assemble at some conven-
ient time and place; then assign to
each one willing to give his personal
aid, a given territory. The district
su assigned to each individual should
be small, not more than sufficient to
occupy his time for one or two days.
He is to visit each family in the dis-
trict so desiguated, offer to all the
Bibles to be taken with him, eitLer
at cost, at a reduced price, or as a
gift, according to the circumstances
of .the case. In this way, within a
few months, every family in the Pro-
vinee now destitute of the Sacred
Volumme may be supplied.

Let all the Christians in the Pro-
vinee say, with the spirit of une of
old, «“The God of heaven he will

12
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prosper us, therefore we his servants
will arise and build,”

————
BROCKVILLE AUXILIARY BIBLE
SOCIETY.

‘We have received the Fourth Re-
port of this Society, read at its An-
nual Meeting on the 10th of April.

After noticing the liberality of the
parent Suciety in furnishing a plenti-
ful supply of Bibles, the Repurt states,
that the old Branch Societies in con-
nection with the Auxiliary had been
visited by deputations, and new ones
formed.

« Farmersville—The Deputation
which visited Beverly, proceeded
then to the School-house near this
place, where a new and promising
Branch was formed, under the name
of the Farmersville Branch; and a
subscription list opened on the spot,
which amounted toabove £5. Books
have since been forwarded !v the
value of £10 6s. 6d. and £4 1:. re-
ceived in payment.

« An adjourned Meeting was held
on Saturday, 11th February, at which
J. Wenham, Esg. and the Rev. J.
Smith attended. This Meeting was
peculiarly interesting, from the fact
that six members of the Committee
voluntarily undertook to visit the
neighbourhood immediately, to inves-
tigate the wants of the inhabitants
and to excite an intcrest in the So-
ciety. At a second adjourned meet-
ing, held on the 25th, and at which
Messrs. Wenham and Smith were
present, these visitors reported that
no fewer than 70 families, out of 208
concerning whom enquiries were
made, had been found entirely desti-
tute of the Seriptures, and others on-
ly partially supplied. They oNtain-
ed some new subscriptions and ex-
pressed themselves as much pleased
with the reception they met and the
spirit manifested wherever they call-
ed.
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« Augusta.~—On the evening of the
7th March a meeting was held at
Wright's School House in Augusta,
attended by the Rev. Messrs, Smart,
Woodrow and Smith ; Joseph Wen-
ham, Esq. in the Chair, A Society,
called the Augusta Branch, was form-
ed for that neighbourhood, which,
judging from the interest displayed,
promises to be a most efficient helper
in the cause. The deputation were
received with the utmost cordiality,
and found a numerous and most res-
pectable body of the inhakitants pre-
pared to co-operate with them. The
sum of £6 12s. 6d. was instantly sub-
scribed, and, as at Farmersville, mem-
bers of the newly appointed Com-
mittee volunteered to divide the
neighbourhood into districts, to be
visited with a view to investigate the
wants of the people and to excite an
interest in the Society.

“ To these accounts, which may on
the whole be considered gratifying
and encouragirg, of your Society’s
transactions inreference to its Branch-
es, your Commi‘tee feel much pleas-
ure in being ahle to add a more satis-
factory report than last year, of opera-
tions in our Town and neighborhcod.
To the causes assigned for the defect
under this head in the last report,
your Committee deem it but just to
themselves to add, that while the at-
tention of the office-bearers of the
Branch Societies is confined to their
respective districts, mach of the time
of several members of your Commit-
tee is necessarily occupied in visiting
the Branches. Still something has
been done at home. The town has
been divided into four districts, each
of which has been assigned to the
care of a sub-committee. These sub-
committees appear to have, upon the
whole, diligently and faithfully ac-
quitted themselves of their task. The
free contributions paid directly into
your Treasurer’s bands, and raised
chiefly in town by thcir exertions,
amount to £33 9s. 4d. More has

ADVOCATE. 18
been subseribed, and, it is hoped, will
yet be realized.

“ Encouraged by this result, your
Committee would invite future Com-
mittees of management and all mem-
bers of the Society, not to forget in
the general superintendence of the
Branches, the investigation and sup-
ply of the wants of their own imme-
diate neighbourhood, and the duties
of liberality and patient and humble
zeal, in promoting at home, the sacred
work in which they are calling upon
others at a distance to help them.
They would remind themselves as
well as their fellow members, that an
Auxiliary is expected to be not merely
a channel of communication between
the Parent Institution and the Branch-
es, but itself also a working Society.

“ Such have been the transactions
of the past year in one small corner
of that immense field in which it is
the object of the British and Foreign
Bible Society to sow the good seed
of the word of life. Humble and im-
perfect as the labours of our So-
ciety may have been, we cannot but
feel grateful for the measuré of suc-
cess with which they have been bless-
ed, and view it as an incentive to fur-
ther exertion. It is by means .of
Auxiliaries, such as ours, and of
Branches and Associations at work
throughout the world to the number
of more than 3000, that the Parent
Society is carrying on so successfully
its mighty, sacred, and glorious task.”

After alluding to some of the oper-
ations of the Parent Society, the Re-
port thus concludes :—

“ Viewing thesetransactions in con-
nection with the other results of the
Society’s labours in almost every
country in the world, your Commit-
tee cannot but congratulate this Aux-
iliary on being associatew with an In-
stitution s signally blessed by God
for the good of man. At the same
time they would desire to excite in
every one an interest in the work
which still remains to be done, even
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in this land of comparative light.
This Report contains proof that there
is still among ourselves much need
for exertion, zeal, and liberality.
While we are admiring the wondrous
success of the Bible cause in the
abodes of refined Infidelity, and of
Barbarism and Idolatry, let us re-
member that the inhabitants of lands
professing Christianity, have no other
warrant of eternal life, no other guide
to it, than the most debased and ig-
norant of the sons of Adam.”

—————
THE BLESSING OF GOD ON THE
PERUSAL OF HIS WORD.

NO. I. M

To the Editor of the Bible Advocate.

Sir,—If you consider the follow-
ing brief statement in accordance
with the design of your paper, it is at
your service. You may rest assured
of its entire truth.

A few years since, an individual
emigrated to this city, thoroughly
sceptical as to the reality of experi-
mental religion, and the truth of the
Bible, His feelings and conduct were
in unison with such scepticism.

Having been induced to attend for
a few times the ministrations of an
evangelical pastor of the city, he was
led to occasional serious reflections.
Conscience, which for years had
slumbered, began to awake, and re-
mind him of sins which even the light
of nature, and the God of the deist,
condemned. For a considerable time
these troublesome theughts harassed
his mind. At length he one day fell
into the followng train of reflections.

¢ That there is a God, I know. If
there is a God, he must have some
will. 'Where can I find the commu-
nication of that will? If anywhere,
I am sure it must be in the Bible. If
I follow that, I cannot be far astray.
I will read the Bible. 1 will receive
whatever it declares.

He commenced: read day and
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night, when released from his busi-
ness.  But he had not proceeded far,
when the Divine author of the Bible
opened his eyes, convinced him of sin,
and led him to the Saviour. The
Bible was his teacher and guide. The
Bible was the means of his conversion.

This individual has since maintain-
ed the character of a consistent Christ-
ian. Through eternity, he will bless
that Being who inclined him to read
the Bible.

R
TESTIMONIES TO THE EXCELLEN-
CIES OF THE SCRIPTURES.

By producing these we do not
mean that the word of God needs any
support from the testimony of men;
nor do we entertain so foolish a
thought as to suppose that it can ac-
quire any additional authority from
such testimony. But, as certain vain
and superficial young men contemp-
tuously reject the Bible, without un-
derstanding it, or deigning toc ez-
amine it, their presumption may pos-
sibly receive a check, from perceiv-
ing, that men of the finest intellect
and most profound research, have
deemed the Bible true, felt it to be
important, found solace in its prinei-
ples, and sought eternal happiness in
the way which it prescribes.

Sir WirLriay Jones—The late
Sir William Jones, whose interesting
writings on oriental subjects have elu-
cidated many obscure points in serip-
ture history, was a general scholar,
and embellished and adorned every
subject that passed under his elegant
pen. In the blank leaf of his Bible
the following finely conceived descrip-
tion was found written:—¢ I have
regularly and attentively perused
these holy seriptures, and am of opin-
ion, that this volume, independently
of its Divine origin, contains more
true sublimity, more exquisite beauty,
more pure morality, more insportant
history, and finer strains of poetry
and eloquence, than can be collected
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from all other books, in whatever age
or language they may have been
written. The unstrained applica-
tion of them to events which took
place long after the publication, is a
solid ground for belief that they are
genuine productions,and consequently
inspired.”

Sir Isaac Newron.—This great
man set out in life an infidel ; but, on
a careful examination of the eviden-
ces for Christianity, he found reason
to change his opinion. 'When the
celebrated Dr. Edmund Halley was
talking before him, against the volume

. of revelation, Sir Isaac addressed him
in these or similar words :—¢ Dr. Hal-
ley, I am always glad to hear you
when you speak about astronomy, or
other parts of the mathematics, be-
cause that is a subject you have stu-
died, and well understand ; but you
should not talk of Christianity, for
you have not studied it. I have;
and am certain that you know no-
thing of the matter.” This was a
just reproof, and one that would be
very suitable to be given to half the
infidels of the present day, for they
often speak of what they have never
studied, and what, in fact, they are
entively ignorant of. Dr. Johnson
has well observed, that no honest man
could be a deist, for no man could be
so after a fair examination ¢f the
proofs of Christianity.

—— e

NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS RELAT-
ING TO THE BIBLE.

The Journeys of the Children of Tsrael, and
their settl t in the Pr 1 Land.

The Rites and Worship of the Jews, as de-
scribed in the Bible, and by Jewish writers.

The Manncrs and Customs of the Jews, and
other Nations mentioned in the Bible.

An Ezplanation of the Principal Parables of
the New Testament. Intended for the
Young.

All published by the Religious Tract Society
in London, and sold by Wirrrax GREIG,
Montreal.

We rejoice to see this admirable
Society persevering in its laudable
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career of compiling and publishing
such works as are adapted to recom-
mend and throw new light upon the
sacred writings, Their list of such
useful publications is now very ex-
ensive; and most of them are of a
very interesting character. Desirable
as it is to understand the word of
God, the young persons of the present
age are under great obligations to
those who have provided such in-
struction for them, and presented it
in a manner at once attractive and
profitable.

Of the first three of the little vol-
umes before us, it is scarcely neces-
sary to say more than that they are
strictly whattheirtitlesannounce them
to be. The written descriptions and
the illustrative cuts convey all that is
necessary to be known by general
readers on the subjeets of which they
treat. Much care has been evidently
employed in their compilation; and
those who read them attentively will
find their time well and profitably
spent.

In the fourth of these volumes the
parables of our Lord are explained
in a very simple, striking, and spirit-
ual manner, so as not only to make
their allusions more intelligible, but
$9 to fix upon them the attention of
the reader, as to gratify his feelings
and improve his heart. We quote
one of the shortest, as a specimen of
the whole.

PARABLE OF THE RICH MAN WHO DIED
SUDDENLY.
LUKE, XIi. 1621,

If my young friends will read from the
13th verse of the chapter which contains this
parable, they will better understand what our
Lord intended to teach us from it. He had
been discoursing on a very solemn subject;
and the man who could interrupt him at such
atime to speak about his temporal affairs,
showed that bis mind was by far too much
engaged with worldly things, It also appear-
ed that he coveted, that is, desired to have
some part of what was possessed by his bro-
ther. All the Saviour’s hearers must have
known tat the tenth commandment says,
““ Thou shalt not covet any thine that is thy
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nefghbour’s.” They did not need to bo in-
formed that covctousness was sinful ; but our

l
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have no pleasure in the enfoyments of earth.
On the cuntrary, they taste a sweetness in

Lord spuke this parable, to show them that , them, which others hnow nething of.  They

it was foolish too.

receive every comfort as from the hand of

The most covetous person could scarcely | their Father in hoaven, ard as a proof of his
have desired more than this rich man had | love to them. They know that he has for-

obtained.
was the difficulty of finding room to contain

The only thing that troubled him, , given all their sins, and is no more angry

with them, so that they have no fears of fu-

the abundance of his goods. But he resvlved | ture punishment, to disturb them In the en-
to pull down his barns, and build them lar- | joyment of friends or of wealth, Neither iy

ger; and he expected that then he should be

their present peace interrupted by anxious

perfectly happy, as he shuuld have nothing to , cares as tv what they shall eat, or what they
do, but to “eat, drink, and be merry. But | shall drink, or wherewithal they shall be

God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy i clothed, for the tim. to come,

soul shall be required of thee: then whose
shall those things be which thou hast provid-
ed?”

Their * Fa-
ther knoweth tha. they have need of these
things;” and they are assured, that he who

God called him a fool ; he had made | feeds the ravens, and clothes the lilies, is

abundance of pruvision for his comfurt in this | able to supply all their wants, Even if they

world, where he was not to remain for an-
other day : but as to that world, where he was
to live through everlasting ages, he had secur-
ed to himself nothing but misery.

should be for a time in sickness or poverty,
they are not deprived of happiness; for * they
know that all things worx together for good
to them that love God:” and they know too

Let children think of this parable, when | that after these * light afilictions, which are

they feel disposed to wish for gayer clothss,
nicer food, or a greater variety of amuse-
ments than they at present pussess. Suppos-
ing you could obtain all the things that you
desire, and supposing that they afforded you
all the enjoyment you expect from them, how
long could you keep them ? ‘Thereis a night
or a day coming, in which God will say to
each of you, * Thy soul is required of thee.”
And how great will then be your dismay, if
the only things which you have loved and en-
joyed, are those which you must part with
for ever!

But is there no brighter prospect than this,
that I can set before you? Is there nothing
which you may seek and obtain, of which
even death cannot deprive you? Yes, my
dear children, there is; there is “an inherit-
ance, incorruptible, and undefiled, and that
fadeth not away,” 1 Pet. i. 4: there is an
“eternal weight of glory,” 2 Cor. iv. 17.
there is fulness of joy in the presence of God;
and at his right hand, there are pleasures for
evermore, Psa. xvi. 11. And may children
hope to obtain such high and glorious bless-
ings? Yes, for Jesus says, * Suffer iittle
children to come unto me, -and forbid them
not, for of such is the kingdom of heaven.”
¢ Fear not, little flock, for itis your Father's
good pleasure to give you the kiugdom.”
Many persons toil all their lives for riches,
without ever obtaining them; but of the
heavenly riches Jesus says, *He that asketh
receiveth ; and he that seeketh findeth ; and
to him that knocketh, it shall be opened.”
He commends Mary, because she ‘“hath
chosen that good part, which shall not be
taken away from her.”

And let not children think, that these who
“Iay up for themselves treasure in heaven,”

but for a moment,” they shall enjoy tho
¢ pest” which ¢ remaineth for the people of
God.” ¢ Happy is that people that is in
such a case; yea, happy is that people whese
God is the Lord.”

et e

Poetrp.

DIVINE OR:GIN OF THE SCRIP-
TURES.

‘Whence, but from Heaven, could men un-
skilled in arts,

In several ages born, in several parts,

Weave such agreeing truths? Or how, or
why,

Should all conspire to cheat us’with a lie?

Unask’d their pains, ungrateful their advice,

Starving their gain, and martyrdom their
price?

Then for the style, majestic and Divine,

It speaks no less than Goud in every line.

Commanding word., whose force is still the
same

As the first fiat that produced our frame,

To what can reason such effects assign,
Transcending nature, but to laws divine,
Which in that sacred volume are contained,
Sufficient, clear, and for that use ordained?
DRYDEN,
—P—

*¥ Sccretaries to Branch Socicties and As-
sociations are requested to send uccounts of
their Annual Meetings and proceedings, free«
of expense, to the Editor, for insertion in the
Advocate,
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