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~,EHI.\'A. the Capital of the Province of Saskatchewan, is a conspicuous example of Western progress and
development. Its prominence among the cities is chiefly due to its rapid commercial development, and its
advancement in this connection is based on the fertility and productiveness of the country by which it is
surrounded. Government returns for 1905 showed an average yvield of 27.35 bushels of wheat per acre in
the Regina district. compared with 23.09 as the general average for the Provinee. In the coarse grains the showing
was equally favorable. The district, indeed, is as fertile as any on the continent, and is thoroughly well adapted for
general agriculture.

There are various features which enhance the importance of the city, and give it high standing in comparison with
other communities of the West. The railways have made it a central point in their undertakings, and it seems destined
to he the headquarters of the transportation systems in Middle Canada. Already it is one of the most important points
on the C.P.R. being served by the main line and the Arcola extension. It is the southern terminus of the Qu'Appelle,
Long Lake & Saskatchewan Railway, which runs to Prinee Albert. 250 miles to the north, and which has recently been
acquired by the Canadian Northern. The latter railway will build from Brandon westward to Regina to meet this
branch, and then push on to Calgary. The Grand Trunk Pacifie will build three lines from Regina, to the north-cast
the east and the south-east. The Great Northern, or Hill System, will come into the city from Dakota on its way to
Edmonton.

The location of the Provincial Capital marks Regina as the headquarters of the political, judicial, legal and
educational systems in Saskatchewan. The eity has been foremost in undertaking the solution of municipal problems
and has established a favorable reputation for the progressiveness it has shown with respect to civie improvements
It occupies an important position among the financial cities of the Dominion, and is easily the banking centre of
Saskatchewan. It is the headquarters of the world-famous Royal North-West Mounted Police, a semi-military body

which has preserved peace and order for more than a quarter of a ecentury over a territory as large as Continental

Euarope. 1In social, religious and fraternal affairs it has kept pace with the best features of modern development.




B
HE CITY HALL in Regina, one of the finest public buildings in Canada. is a monument to careful civic
administration. Its cost is 150,000, Lut this mmount is taken from the surplus funds of the ecity, and not

a cent is added to taxation on account of it.

A new fire hall to cost 540000, is about to be erected, the site having been secured. A new school costing
£4i0,000 has just been completed.

The electrie licht plant is owned and n|~--r;lh-ni by the municipality and it gives satisfactory service. The
tendeney <o far has been to cradually reduce rates to consumers, and further reductions will be made as the cost of
operation diminishes Already more than £100,000 has been spent on plant and equipment, and the sery ice is continually
being extended

A waterworks system covering practically the whole city, has been installed, and a supply of pure water 15
obtained from springs seven miles north, the gravitation system being employed. A sewerage system, capable of meet-
ing the needs of a large city, has also heen put in.  The amount spent on waterworks and sewers so far has been about
2350.000. but extensions are being made so rapidly that the fivnre will soon reach toe half-million mark.

Bitulithic asphalt and ercosote wood-block pavements have been laid on two leading business streets, and the
other thoroughfares in the business section are being similarly covered  These are the first permanent roadways to be
laid in the new ]vrn\in«'w\ Miles of cement sidewalks have been put down. reachine far out into the residental sections,
Over 2200000 i< being spent on these strect improvements, and a programme has been outlined for a further heavy
expenditure next year.

The total amount necessary for the forward movement” which is now voing on is 8790000, and if to this be
added the sums aiready spent on eleetric light plant. waterworks, sewerage and other s rviees. the total investment
in civie improvements for the past two or three vears will be found to be nearly $1,500000
il

The city is able to afford this huge investment, on account of her execllent financial position She has a small

debenture debt, but it conld easily be wined out by the sale of some of the re al estate which the city holds. The value
; ] - g
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ONE OF THE WAREHOUSES




e A Lo
-

“
— S
ROM an edueational standpoint Regina waintains a position worthy of the Capital of the Province. One-
WS VY  third of the taxes levied in 1906 have been devoted to the maintenance of the schools, and no effort is spared
Al to make the system thorough and efficient

The principal building is the new Vietoria Sehool. which has Just been completed. It is particularly
adapted for public school purposes, and it is modern in every respect. It contains ten rvoows, with seats and desks
for 540 ]-n[-izﬂ in addition to a 3:11‘_’-' :i“--m!-’.\' all Ten teachers are c'nj_'.l_,!("'l there. The Alexandra School las s1X
rooms, with ascommodation for 300 pupils and six teachers. The Neorth end school has two rooms. with 100 pupils
and two teachers. These three are not more than sufficient for the present needs, and additioral seheols will

undeabtedly be required in the near future

School has four rooms, with 100 pupils and four teachers. Its programme of work includes that
preseribed for the first year in "hi\l't\h.\' courses. A fine new Collegiate Institute., with facilities for the effective
handling of all branches of the work, will be erected next vear.

The Normal or training, school for teachers, whick is under the direction of the Provincial Govermmnent. is at
present located in the Alexandra School.  The students come from all parts of Canada to reccive their final training,
and are afterwards distribuated throughout the provinee. The demand for teachers is so keen that the annual
additions to the supply are insufficient to meet it.  About 150 students are enrolled in the Normal School at the

present tine, and it is expected that when this institution is installed in its new building, probably next year, the

number will be largely inereased.

The Gratton Separate School has about 200 pupils and four teachers. The school building is a eommodious

structure of white briek, centrally lorated and well adapred for the purpose.
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FOUR OF THE SCHOOLS




¢ANUFACTURING enterprises in Regina are gradus lly growing in number and importance. Most of them

] operate on a rather small seale at present : bat all of them are flourishing, and they have difficulty
in keeping pace with the demands.  They have risen from very small beginnings, and some have grown

a rapid rate.  The industries include a factory for the production of office fittings, an abattoir, a large
door factory, an ivon foundry, flour mill, several Lrick and cement plants, mineral water factories, twe machine
and repair shops, eigar factories, and some minor ents rprises
4 . l 2al iad : . o : V i = 1 ur

Strong natura: and  material inducements are offered at Regina for the establishment of manufacturing

concerns.  Desirable property, now owned by the city, with

present or prospective trackage facilitics, is available

at low prices, and a large fact vy with a

avy pay roll ecould easily secure a free site. Other concessions depend
upon the nature and extent of the enterprise.  The preference will be given to those concerns which can obtain their raw
material in Saskatchewan, but manufacturers of all kinds will be cordially wel i

Jeome The eity is prepared to extend

concessions for the sake of attracting a few more good enter)

¢s to the field
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LOQUENT testimony to the strength and permanence of bLusiness conditions in the Capital Tity 1s

furnished by the fact that eight chartered banks are represented by branches. Of these, the Bank of

Montreal is the pioneer. It opened in Regina in 1882, when the town came into existence, and it is now

housed in a beautiful building on one of the principal corners in the business section. The Union Bank

came in 1398, the Imperial in 1902, the Bank of Commerce and the Bank of Ottawa in 1903, and the Northern, the

Trader<. and the Dominion in 1906. At least one other bank has made arrangements to begin business in the city, and

several more are (‘Hn!v‘ln]"mting such a step. Recina is easily the banking centre of the ]nl'-l\'illt'ix but on account of

the absence of a clearing-house comparisons with other ecities in the Dominion are not possible. It is likely that a
| I

clearing-house will be established ia the near future, the rapid increase in the number of banks rendering such an

institution desirable.

Four of the banks occupy their own butldings, and these structures are handsome and commodicus, with every

facility for the convenient transaction of business. The other institutions are understood to be planning for separate

i
buildings, and are awaiting opportunities for seeuring permanent quarters.
The leading trust and loan companies, insurance companies, and other financial institutions of Canada are

ir head offices for Saskatchewan in the Capital

represented in Regina, and the majority of these have located t
The Canada Permanent Mortgage Corporation is Lringing to completion a modern office-building, which is conspicuous

among the fine business structures of the city. The example set by this company is likely to be followed by other

l.rumino-m financial concerns which are now represented in Regina.

The citv is also the centre for the bond business of the Province. One prominent firm bought more than
) |

22 000.000 worth of bonds of loeal municipalities, school districts and other organized communities in the West last
vear. This branch of finance is growing in importance every year, and borrowers are looking to the Capital of

Saskatchewan for the funds with which to carry on their various improvements.
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( ILDING operations in Regina in 1906 were limited by the searcity of labor and materials, but excellent

in the work of satisfving the demand.  Permits issue

progress was made in +d up to Aungust 31 amounted to

14 reach 21,750,000 before the season closed. In

about £1.350,000, and it was estimated that the total wou

the business section alone buildings valued at 2950 000 wers in course of construction on .\n-pt«-mm-r 1, and

date was fully £150,000. Over 300 buildings were

the vaiue of the residences in the hands of the builders on that

erected in 1905, of which about 75 per cent. were re sidences, and Regina stood cighih among the cities of the Dominion

in building statistics. It is believe .1 that this record will be suipasse «l by the figures for the season of 1906. And still
the cry is for more offices, more stores, more dwelling-houses.

A giance into the future indicates no lull in building operations. The Provincial Government has obtained a site

couth side of Wascana Lake, on which it proposes to erect Pa iament Buildings and Offices at a probable cost of
proj I

posed to make this building answer the needs of the

on the

&3500.000. A new Normal School will be required, and it is pro
vears to come, as nearly as these may be caleulated. A new ¢ ‘oilegiate [nstitute. demanded by the growth of the eity.
is a feature of the buile ling programme of the school anthorities

No form of investment is more popular in the city than the erection of new buildings. Attractive and

serviceable structures are going up on cvery hand. and the open plains of five years ago are now crowded with

beautiful residences. Regina is building for the future
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y EGINA offers many advantages and nmnsrmnitivs as a place of residence. Chief among these is its

£
> remarkable climate. Located in the heart of the great prairie country it is surronnded by an atmosphere
of which dryness and clearness are prominent characteristics. The total volume of sunshine is as much as

far larger than in the majority of them. Records show that

in any other place in the country, and it 1s
a small }r!‘”}--'i'ﬁi"!l of the balance are

Regina is 1885 feet above the sea level, and

the sun shines brightly on an average of about 300 days in the
iv. The clearness of the air is partly due to the altit

\\':'st v‘j}\' ("{. 34 |

enjovs ail the advantages which acerue from such an elevation

Material ayds have rolie a long way 1 ywards f!;:]!’z:\‘ih_‘ the natural advantages of the Mt\ as a piace of
residence.  An elaborate system of waterw orks has been 1 ed, with abundant springs seven miles north-east of the
city as the { supplies I'hie water 1s delive » city mains with little or no expense the gravitation system
being emp 1 for this purpose Extensions em are con Iy being made, and additional springs are
being tapped to Keep ahead f the demand Ik the water is in general ex cood. and instances of its
deterioration have been rare. The district adjoining the city abounds in springs of pure water and an enormous sapply

aI's Lo comu

The septic tank system of sewage disposal is being « mployed with great success have been laid
throughout the n he outskirts are uncer way iveness of this
system is forcibly he community. The amocunt very smal

the death-rate is extremely low, even for Western Cans

Prosperity and contentment are exemplified in the homes of Regina, and handsome and commodious residences
are to be found in large numbers. Comfort rather tl clegance is apy » consideration. The demand
for houses has for some time exce the supply, an rs have answer the calis made upon
them Blocks of re stdences have spr 1 v inagic, ar | a stea i:. mient in the general sty le has been
noticed. The permanence of a city 18 1 | in no better way than mn 1 juality of its residences nd in this

respect Regina ocenpies an excellent posi
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RAIN-GROWING and stock-raising in the district surrounding Regina are
Province of Saskatchewan is famous for the

)

the industries which constitute

LN the backbone of the city’s commercial position. The
<5

L
+‘\"\,ﬁi the +unities which it f acricultural activity, and it bids
) i H}']Wlh.nl.l\ s which 1t © acricuitarai activity, an 1 nas

. flers in the development of these branches o
fair to become the greatest farming area on the American continent. The aggregate vield of all grains in the province
1505, Of the latter amount

1.605.000. The yield of flax in 1905

96,107,000 bushels consisted

~‘§'.l‘3~ :.1]

rose from 5.200.000 bushels in 1200 to 6470001

f

of wheat, compared with 3.441.000 in 1900, and 19213000 of cats compared with
was 398.000 bushels and of speltz 35000 bushels. The average vields 23.09 bushels of
wheat, 42.70 bushels of oats and 27.11 bushels of barley. The fertility of the Recina distriet is indicated by the fact

for the entire province were

that the average vields were 2735 bushels of wheat. 5359 bushels of oats and 31.97 bushels of barley. This favorable
showing in comparison with the gen ral averages has been the feature of the grain pre duction around Regina for many
a black loam of uncertain depth. In

VEeAars, and it is accounted for by the richness of the soil. The surface consists of

ity as in another. Crops

the immediate vicinity of the city the erust is at least 50 feet deep and it is as rich in one loc
have been raised on the same land year after vear for a quarter of a century with no de ]-z-a-i:v(i'-n in the conditien

r oox hians<t
eXxhausted

of the soil. and it seems there is little probability of the ground ever bein
Government figures for 1906 indicate a total yield in the Regina district of 4,132,500 bushels of wheat, an
v.an average of 32. The

average of 27 per acre : 3,006,500 bushels of oats, an average of 53 : and
¢ an average of 23.37: 23,419.500 bushels of oats.

1) 000 bushels of wheat

estimated vields for the entire province are 31 .2

an average of 42.94: and 1008300 bushels of barley, an average of 26.26. These estimates were pre pared just before
lds of all classes of grain in the vic :ili!_\' of

abundant vields ol

1 «

the harvest began and are generally recarded as accurate.

Regina have done more than any thing else to attract attention to the eity and to bring in se itlers from distant lands
The farmer makes no mistake in taking up land a reasonable distance as he is assured of large crops

and an excellent market.
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.17~ IFE in Regina is varied by many amusements and recreations, although the great distances which separate

the new capital of the West from the larger cities of Eastern Canada and the United States prevent it from
o= o

s \‘%) " securing as many attractions in the way of entertainment as might be desired. The people are thoroughly
appreciative, and when first class entertainment companies do appear in the city they are most liberally patronized.
A vigorous effort is being made to overcome the geographical handicap by the development and encouragement of local
talent. Foremost among the institutions of the city stands the Regina Philharmonic Scciety, which has done most
effective work in the encouragement of vocal and orchestral music. This institution is a young but thriving one and its
success in the past has induced it to make more ambitious attempts for the future. It has furnished most satisfactory
productions of such operas as «The Yeomen of the Guard” and “The Gondoliers,” and its next work is “The Creation.”
A repertoire of this description is sufficient to indicate the scope of the society’s work. The citizens are proud of the
success achieved by it and support it most generously.

The principal theatrieal companies which appear in the west count heavily on the returns from the performances
at Regina, and they are seldom disappointed. The taste for good plays is constantly improving and extending, and the
city promises to derive much importance as a centre of theatrical patronage.

In the realm of sports, Regina occupies a prominent position. Lacrosse, cricket, baseball, football and tennis
flourish during the long summer season, and curling, hockey and skating in the winter. The city boasts an athletic
ground in the central district. where the lacrosse, baseball and football devotees may disport themselves. Tennis and
ericket grounds are set aside in Victoria Park, which is also centrally located. A large rink furnishes accommodation
for hockey and skating, and these pastimes are deservedly popular. Curling requires a special rink, and at the time of

the Provinecial bonspiel, which is held annually, the skating rink is also carrendered to the men of broom and stone.




Plans are now being prepared for a large new rink with accommodation sufficient to meet the ordinary needs of the

curlers. Wasecana Park in the southern part of the town is being laid out for use as another athletic ground, where
the youth of Regina may indulge their passion for outdeor amusement.

Club life is represented by the Assiniboia Club and the Elks’ Club. Each of these institutions has a large
membership, aud their prospects for the future are indicated by the fact that each is considering the advisability of
securing larger and more modern quarters.

Living in Regina is decidedly worth while, and those who spend a few months in the city are usually anxious to
become permanent residents. Bright sunshine, dry air and a high degree of sanitation undoubtedly contribute to this
result, and it may be that the general prosperity and commercial activity appeal to the business instinet of mankind. A
well-known Eastern writer who made an extended tour of the West in the summer of 1906, remarked on his return
that Regina showed greater evidence of progressiveness, hustle and general advancement than any other community he
had visited. As his trip embraced all the cities and larger towns between Winnipeg and the Pacific Coast his
unsolicited expression of opinion is worthy of deep consideration.

Regina looks to the future with confidence. Her citizens feel that the advancement which is now shown, by
comparison with earlier years, is but the prelude of greater things which are to come. The active, bustling city of
to-day is expected to develop rapidly into the metropolis of the great West, the heart and centre of a vealthy and

fruitful land.




Published In

THE REGINA BOARD Ol TRADI

RIGINA
Tue Liaptr PRISS







fﬁﬂ*ﬁqﬁa‘.'

REGINA

({South Side)




