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\

regulations.

“The Upper CanadaI, That this Society shall be denominated 
Religious Tract and Book Society.”

\ 1l. That this Society approves of the principles on
London Religious Tract Society is founded, as set forth in the official 
statement and declaration of that Society; and that it shall only cir­
culate the publications of that Society, or other publications of a simi.ar 
character.

III. That Annual Subscribers paying Five Shillings, Currency, or 
more, shall be members of the Society.

IV. That Subscribers of Five Pounds, Currency, and Ministers 
remitting congregational collections to tjie extent of Five Pounds, 
Currency, shall be members for life.

which the

lillltiltl
to fill up any vacancies that may occur.

VI. That the Officers of the Society shall be—a President, Vice- 
Presidents, Treasurer, Secretaries, and Depositary.

VII. That Ministers of the Gospel, being Members of the Society, 
shall be entitled to atte'nd and vote at all meetings of the Committee.

VIII. That all Subscribers shall be entitled to have Tracts 
value of half their subscriptions! and that Ministers, or others remitting 
a collection, shall be entitled to Tracts to the value of half the collec­
tion—on behalf of the congregation that may have made the collection 
—the same being called for any time within three months of payment 
of subscription.

IX. That the Committee shall meet for business at least once a

to the

quarter.
X. That this Society shall, to the utmost extent of its resources, en­
rage the formation of Auxiliary Societies throughout the Province.

XI. That the Annual General Meeting of this Society shall be held 
during the week appointed for the Meeting of the City of Toronto 
Bible Society.

XII. That all Meetings of this Society, and of the Committee, 
shall be opened and closed with prayer.

cou



The Annual Meeting of the UPPER CANADA RELIGIOUS 
TRACT and BOOK SOCIETY, was held in Saint Andrews 
Church, Church Street, on the 6th of May, 18*1.

REV. DR. McCAUL, IN T1IE CIIA1R.

The Meeting was opened with Singing and Prayer ; after which 
the following Resolutions were unanimously adopted;—
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theI. Moved by Mr. Thomas, seconded by Mr. Lawson,—

That the Report now read be adopted, and printed under the 
direction of the Committee.

its
tok
ing

II. Moved by the Rev. W. H. Coombs, seconded by the Rev. 
W. .Christian,—

tha
anc

That we gratefully rejoice in the prosperity which during the 
v past year has attended the labours of this Society, the Parent 

< Society, and other kindred Institutions ; recognizing all success
ng from the Author of all good, and trusting tha lie 

will still vouchsafe His blessing with increasing plenitude, till the 
whole world shall be full of the knowledge of His Holy Name.
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III. Moved by Rev, J. Roaf, seconded by Mr. A. T. McCord,—

That we congratulate the Tract Distributors on the encourage­
ment which they have met with in their pious toil ;present to

s z. s*: pjsjsttzi rÿ&rr-remembering that in due time they shall reap if they faint not.

lia
1i

IV. Moved by Rev. J. Jennings, seconded by Mr. Wickson,
Of

db r
generally, as meriting their confidence and help.

V. Moved by Rev. J. Richardson,^seconded by Rev. J. Harris,— 
That the persons whose names have been read be the Officers

and Committee fop the ensuing year : [See List, page m.J

VI. Moved by Rev. W7H. Coombs, seconded by Mr. A. T. McCord. 
That the thanks of the Meeting be given to Ihe Rev. Dr.

McCaul, foists services in the chair.

-
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The Committee of the Upper Canada Religious 
Tract and Book Society have again the pleasing 
task of inviting the friends of that Institution gratefully 
to rejoice with them in the favour which the Author 
of all good has vouchsafed to the Society during 
ther year. Nothing particularly adverse has marked 
its history since our last annual meeting ; whilst many 
tokens of divine approval have attended its proceed- 
ings—more than, sufficient to deserve our ardent 
thankfulness, to recompense abundantly our efforts, 
and to prompt us with renovated hope to persevering 
labour in the blessed cause*
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The Income for the past year has been £565 l2s. 2d. 
from all Sources ; being £176 19s. Id. more than the 

The expenditure has been £596 5s. 
THE ISSUES

He
the 1

ne.
previous year.
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Have been as follows :
l Sold, Books,.............................. ..

Tracts,.................................................. ................ ..
Gratuitously distributed,......... ....................................

Total,.................................... .................. ..
Of the gratuitous distribution—

38,614 pages have been given to Sunday Schools.
to Seamen, 
to the Military, 
to Émigrants, 
to the Military Hospital, 
to the General Hospital, 
to Lunatic Asylum, 
to Prisoners; 
to Town distribution, 
to the City Tract Loan Society.

13,641
17,008
24,138

of.
54,787 V

itual
past
estly
ulilic

J

9,960
5,112
2,556

J/.>

958 12,950

5,310
50,965
24,296

is,—
ficers ‘ 638

lORD.

Dr. 141,209 Total.

.



REPORT.

The year’s distribution has exceeded 
preceding year by 9,62-1 publications. And the total 
circulation of the Society since its commencement has 
been 305,968 publications.
« In addition to these Issues there have been sold, 
during the year, 20 small Libraries and G large ones, 
including in all about 3,200 volumes. These were so 
readily disposed of, that y our v ommittee were encou­
raged to order, for the ensuing year, 30 small and 0 , 
laro-e Libraries. This is an occasion of high granula­
tion, as these books are lent out extensively, and will 
long exist diffusing truth and cherishing the love o 
pious reading which is so important in the rural 
districts of the Province.

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL PUBLICATIONS,

Which the Society first ordered during, the last year,
’ ' with thé hope of promoting the prevalence apd effici­

ency of Sunday School instruction, have also met 
•>- with an encouraging sale ; which probably would 

greatly increase if the* friends /of Sabbath Schools 
were more generally acquainted with the excellence 
of these works, and knew that they could be pur­
chased at the Depository. 3,719 Publications have 
been sold, and £62, 2s. lid. received, on account ot 
this part of the Society’s proceedings.

BRANCH SOCIETIES

Have been established and supplied, since last 
met, in the following places Cobourg, West h lam- 
boro’, and Bowmanville ; which are carrying on their 
operations with promising
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THE TRACT VISITATION

In this City has been continued with its previous re­
gularity and considerable encouragement ; as will be 
seen by the following brief extracts from the Quartei y 
Reports of the visiters :— )

« People receive the Tracts gratefully, 
received them in the city, but now lives five miles in the country.

Some children have been induced

H
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One female who formerly th
fe

sends in regularly .for the Tracts. Ja



9REPORT.J In itlend Sabbath SctiboU by mean» of tlie Tract Visitation ; and one 
Temperance pledge baa been given.”

« Thirty-four children attend the Sabbath School originated by 
Tract Distributiqn last year.**

“ One woman professed to be much benefited by Tract*. She has 
given a quarter of a dollar ten several times to the Society.”

« The people receive the Tract* very graiefetly} read them, and 
interested in them. One who cannot read receives the Tracts, 

and gets her children to read them to lier. A sirk man, apparently 
in a decline, seems much interested in them. Three Temperance 
pledges hav/beerobtained. A man, who was previously indifferent 
to religion, had his attention aroused by conversation when visited 
with a Tract, and has since been united to n Christian church."

“ A friend has given me a dollar for the Society, from a persuasion, 
as he stated, of the great benefits arising from its cjierations.”

“ People receive the Tracts well. Children generally go to Sunday 
School from my District. There is n general improvement in the 
morals and habits of the people. I have distributed for three years, 
and find my interest in the work increases. One person, who formerly 
sold on the Lord’s Day, has given up the practice."

« I distribute in a depraved part of the city, where the people are 
much addicted to drinking. I distribute Temperance Tracts with 
those of the Society. A good many hard drinkers have been induced 
to join the Temperance Reformation Society. A person who removpd 
into the country calls at my house for Tracts. I know a good deal 
of good done by Tracts.”

On reading these encouraging quotations the mind 
Cannot but arrive at the delightful conclusion, that, 
whilst the toil of these devoted visiters is accomplish­
ing much manifest good, it will be found to have 
conferred still greater benefit not to be perceived as 
resulting from this simple agency till the day when 
the hidden and private walks of usefulness shall be 
laid open to the view of an assembled world. May 
each visiter enjoy a rich reward in that great day !
SAILORS AND SOLDIERS, WITH THE HOSPITALS AND OAOL,

Have been supplied with Tracts as formerly ; and 
while the benevolence of the Society has been grate­
fully regarded, the apparent effects have been highly 
beneficial. In visiting the steamers and other vessels 
the Agent frequently finds Emigrants who greatly prize 
the Tracts, On recently presenting one to an elderly 
female Emigrant, she exclaimed, “ Bless the Lord, 
Janet, here are Tracts again observing that when
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JO REPORT.

in Glasgow they received them regularly from the loan 
distributors. As they were going farther towards the 
West, she requested one Tract for each of her family, 
five in number, which of course were granted, some _ 

• 0f the men on the same occasion earnestly inquired 
for Gaelic Tracts, stating they could read, but not 
easily understand English. When they received the 
Gaelic Tracts, they rejoiced very much, saying they 
were a feast, as they had not seen any before since 
leavincr the Highlands. In the 34th Regiment, a 
worthy Sergeant carries out the loan system. A very 
great moral change has recently taken place among 
the prisoners in the Gaol, attributed, by the person 
most capable of judging, to the reading of Tracts and 
the Scriptures.
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11THE LUNATIC ASYLUM

Has at the desire of the Superintendent, begun to be 
provided with Tracts, and is to be henceforth regu­
larly supplied with 50 per month.

PEDLARS AND SHOPS

Are also supplied with publications for sale, and no 
trifling number have been disposed of by this means. 
One man who carries them through a large circuit has 
purchased upwards of £15 worth.

APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS 

Have frequently been made, with which your Com­
mittee have not been able fully to comply for want of 
funds, which has occasioned much regret. That the 
importance of such application may be seen, the fol­
lowing extracts from letters written by Ministers of 
reputation are subjoined :

“ I am employed by the London Colonial Missionary Society to 
teach my fellow-creatures the way of life. In my field of labour, 
(Nottawasaga and neighbouring townships) I often meet with persons 
who cannot understand much English. They are generally new 
beeintiers in the woods, in struggling circumstances, and not able to 
purchase books of any description. Could you furnish me with some 
Gaelic Tracts, and a few German and French ones, free ol charge! 
I will do my endeavour to make them useful by loaning them among
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11R E P O R T.

the people. Could you grant this favour, I believe you would confer 
a lasting blessing on your perishing fellow-mortals. It grieves me 
when 1 meet with people who do not understand me, who are old, 
must soon die, and who are at the same time giving every evidence of 
being yet in their sins. I bought a few Tracts and circulated them.— 
They were read with great avidity ; and when my little store

to get more ; and now 1 call on your
was

exhausted, they implored me 
assistance.”

“ In prosecuting my duties as a Missionary,” says another applicant, 
“ I have opportunity to distribute Tracts in a large portion of the Lon­
don and Western Districts. 1 am intimately acquainted with the whole 
Presbyterian population in these townships. I deeply feel the want of 
useful reading among them, especially reading of an evangelical kind.”

Says a third: “You are aware that the Highland portion of my 
countrymen are generally ignorant and unable to understand the 
English. They are also comparatively poor. I am anxious, not only 
by preaching, but by reading, to enlighten them. If your excellent 
Society would grant me for this purpose as many Tracts as you can, 
you would benefit me and many thousands of my fellow-religionists. 
I have expended so much out of my own finances, that I cannot this 
year, without your aid, give them any more Tracts. There are 1,4*00 
of my Gaelic countrymen within eight miles of St. Thomas, and very 
ignorant of the first principles of Religion. Any grant from you will 
be gratefully received, and properly distributed.”

From these letters it is easy to perceive that your 
Society has the most extensive and advantageous 
openings for usefulness throughout this upper part of 
the Colony, and it only wants the necessary funds to 
diffuse the seed of the Kingdom through a vast extent 
of country where the means of knowledge are scarce 
and difficult of access.

AN INSTANCE OF THE USEFULNESS 

Of your Society was incidentally mentioned to your 
Depository : very recently “ a respectable Farmer of 
a neighbouring township whilst purchasing Tracts for 
distribution stated, that about two years since the 
Tract No. 115, presented to him, was the means of his 
conversion ; since which period he has endeavoured' 
to make himself useful by distributing these mes­
sengers of mercy in his neighbourhood. He is known 
by one of your Committee to be a man of decided 
piety and considerable devotedness to the welfare of 
his fellow-men."
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AN EXAMPLE WORTHY OF IMITATION 
May also be inserted. The widow of the late Mr.
L------ called at the Depository to purchase Tracts to
the amount of £ 1 5s. stating that it was realized from 
the sale of the fruit of an apple tree, the proceeds
from which Mr. L------had for some years appropriated
to the purchase of books to be distributed among the 
children composing a Sabbath School with which he 

connected, and which at his decease he had leftwas
to be still applied to the same object.

THE PARENT SOCIETY,
From some unaccountable oversight, failed to transmit 
to us its last year’s report. We therefore are unable 
to give more than the following brief outline of its pro­
ceedings : Its Issues, during the year ending last May, 
amounted to 19,425,002 publications, being an increase 
on its preceding issues of 1,392,463. It gratuitously 
distributed works to the amount or £9,004, exceeding 
the total benevolent income of the Society by £2,890. 
Thus does this noble Institution repay with interest the 
talent entrusted to its care ; returning into the Treas­
ury of the Church £9000 for the £0000 it received.

THE MONTREAL TRACT SOCIETY 
Is also in a prosperous state. During its last year it 
issued 78,095 publications. Its income was £348, 
and its expenditure somewhat more. Several mani­
fest and many hopeful .cases of conversion to God 
have rewarded its labours during the year.

|

I

THE AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY,
Likewise, has not grown weary in well-doing. During 
the year ending April, 1840, it issued 4,219,721 pub­
lications. Its income and expenditure were each about 
$117,596.

YOUR LATE SECRETARY,
Mr. T. Champion, has been called from this City, and 
consequently your Society has lost his valuable 
vices ; but your Committee have been happy in supply­
ing his place by the aid of the Rev. W- H. Coombs.
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13REPORT.

THE REMISSION OF THE IMPORT DUTIES,
Which had previously been granted to the Society, 
could not be obtained during the past year, as it was 
said, in answer to repeated memorials to the Governor 
General, to be inconsistent with the law of the land.

Thus it appears that the general history of this 
Society and of sister Institutions, during the year now 
closing, has been encouraging. And shall God con­
descend to succeed and honour our unworthy efforts, 
and we not persevere with increasing devotedness in 
seeking to advance the interests of this important 
cause 1 That be far from us! Your Committee, then, 
in resigning the charge intrusted to them, affection­
ately invite the various friends of the Society now 
present to render it their utmost aid, according to their 
respective capabilities. Those who have it in their 
power to augment their contributions, are earnestly 
requested so to do, that the many advantageous oppor­
tunities for gratuitous distribution continually pre­
sented to the Society maÿ be more adequately im­
proved. Those who are able to devote a portion of 
their time weekly to exchange Tracts in some District 
of the City, are requested to become labourers in the 
visiting department. To that department, indeed, the 
particular attention of this Meeting, and especially of 
the Ministers of the City, is called ; as the place is 
not universally supplied with Tracts, although that 
object might be easily accomplished, were each con­
gregation to take its portion of the work. And finally, 
the earnest, constant, and believing prayers of all are 
importunately requested on behalf of the Society, as 
its history evinces that the blessing of Jehovah maketh 
rich. Let each one of us thus come up to the help of 
the Lord in connexion with this interesting and suc­
cessful Institution, until its unobtrusive streams of 
blessing which now are silently diffusing moral ver­
dure and beauty far and wide, shall have pervaded 
the entire Province, and conduced to change this 
region into a fruitful field which the Lord hath blessed.
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birr T. J. Esq........................
Ferguson Rev. P. Esquesing,
Fermier R. C.............................
1 lood Rev. R. Carradoct .. 
Fraser Rev. W. XV. Gwillim. 
Freeland Peter, Esq. .... 
Freeland Mrs. .. ....
Friend 
F riend 
Friend

Gamble George. Chingnac y, 0 5 0
Gapper Mrs. Vaughan.........  0 5 0
Gettis James, Richmond Hill, 0 5 0 
Gilmore J. T. Esq.
Gordon L. G. Esq. Amherst. 0 5 0 
Governlock Mrs.
Grafton Mrs. Yonge St. • • 0 5 0 
Grasett Rev. H. J.

Hamilton Andrew, Esq. • ••• 0 5 0
Hamilton Mrs. Capt. .... 1 0 0
Hamilton F. Esq.
Hamilton Gustavus 
Hamilton James, Esq. .... 0 10 0
Hamilton Mr. per Mrs. Roaf, 0 5 0 
Harbron George 
Harper Richard •
Harris Rev. James 
Harris Tho’s, Richmond Hill 0 5 0 
Harrison Eman’l, Chinguac'y 0 5. 0 
Harrison Mrs. Guelph, 2 yrs. 0 10 0 
Henderson John, Toronto, .. 0 5 0
Hepburn W. Esq.
Hornby Dr.
Hussey Miss

.... 0 5 0

.... 0 5 0

.... 100

.... 0 5 0 

.... 0 5 0

.... 0 5 0

.... 050

.... 0 5 0

..050

..050

..050

Jennings Rev. J. .... .... 0 5 0
Junkin S. S. .... .... 0 5 0

Kendrew William .... 0 2 6
Ketchum Jesse, Esq. .... 1 0 0
Ketchum William, Esq. .... fr 5 0
Kribbs L. .. 0 1 3

0 5 0Lawrence J. H. 
Lawrie Richard 
Lawson William 
Lead ley Henry

.. 0 2/0 

.. 0 , 0 

.. a 5 d

DONATIONS.

Dunn Hon. John H. .... £1 10 0 
Durnfoid J. Esq..................... 0 5 0

Ewart John, Esq. •» •••• 0 5 0
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Walker C. & W. ..
Walker George ••
Walker Robert ....
Wallace Eleanor, Chin qua'y 0 5 0 
Wallace Joseph, Etobicoke, 0:5 0 
Walton George, Esq. .... 0 5 0 
Walton Mrs. G. .... .... 0 5 0 
Wenham Joseph, Esq. ....
Wetherdd James ..
Wheeler Mr. ....
Wickson James ....
Wickson John ....
Wightman R. & Co.

..02 6 
,.050 
..050

0 15 0 
0 5 0 
0 1 3

.... 050
..026 
..050 
..050 
..050 
.. 0 5 0

WPgress Mr. .... ,.
Wilson J. T. Esq.................

•Wilson Joseph .... ..
Young Ladies Miss McCord's 

School, .. 1 5 0

O'Brien Dr. .... 
Ogilvie A. & Co. .. 
Osborne William .... 
Owen, Miller & Co. VanNorman Isaac, Nelson, .0 5 0

Taylor Mrs. M. .... 0 5 01
Taylor W. D1. Esq. .. .. 0' 10 0
TeJfer Dr................................. 0 2 6
Thom J. Scarboro', 1840-41, 0 10 O’ 
Thompson Thomas .... 0 5 O' 
Thomson, E. W. Esq. .... 0 101 O'
Thorne Mrs. Thornhill, .. 0 5 0‘
Tolfree Mr. .... 0 5' O'
Tyner John .... .... 0 5 O’

Sanderson Mr. Slreetsville, .050 
Scott Rev. J.
Shaw Samuel

.... 0 5 0

.... 0 10 0
Sheridan Francis, Markham, 

J 840-41. .. .... 0 10 0
Skinner Rev. J., London,.... 0 10 0 

.... 050 

.... 0 1 3 

.... 0 5 0 

.... 0 5 0

.... 0 5 0

.... 026 

.... 0 2 6
Strange J. M. Esq................. 0 5 0
Street Rev. F. G. C. Newcas­

tle District, .... .... 0 5 0 
Sullivan Hon. R. B.

1840-41,................
Smith Richard, York, 
Smith William .... 
Spotswood Thomas 
Spragge J. G. Esq. 
Stewart A. & R. .. 
Stewart Mrs. A.
Storm Mrs. ....

0 10 0 
.... 0 2 6

Robinson Hon. J. B. 
Robinson Isaac .... 
Rogers Joseph .... 
Rose Walter, Esq. 
Ross John 
Ryerson Rev. E. 
Ryerson Mrs. J.

.... £1 0 0 

.... 0 2 6 

.... 050 

.... 0 5 JO 

.... 0 10 0 .... 0 10 0

.... 063

AND DONATIONS.
r

Reid Mrs. H. ....
Rennie Mrs. .. .
Richardson Rev. James
Richey Rev. M..........
Rigney Thomas, Esq. 
Rintoul Rev. Win.
Roaf Rev. John ....

Pallister Joseph, Etobicoke, 0 5 0 
Parsons Mrs. Thornhill,
Paterson Peter, Esq.
Paterson Peter, jun.
Paterson David ....
Perkins F....................
Perrin John, Chinguacousy, 050
Price, J. H. Esq.........
Price James ....
Purkis Mr. ....

0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 

.... 030

.... 0 10 0 

.... 050

.... 026

Ration Jas. Esq. *, .... 0 5 0

Macauiey Hon. J. B.............  0 5 0
Macauley Gilbert, Caledon, 0 5 0 
Mathers Mrs. ....
McArthur Peter ..
McCaul Rev. Dr.
McCoid A. T. Esq.
McCord Mrs. ....
McCord Miss ....
McDonald A. Esq.
McGlashen Andrew, Esq. .050 
McGlashen Alexander 
McGlashen L. ,.fc.
McGregor A. ....
McKcchnie, Alex. Rich. Hill 0 50 
MeLellan M. ....
McMaster William 
McMurricli John, Esq.
Mercer Andrew, Esq. .... 0 10 0
Merritt J. P. Esq. St. Catli. 0 5 0 
Mitchell Rev. Jas. Yonge St. 0 5 0
Monro George, Esq............... 0 5 0
Monteith Samuel ., ..
Mortimer Mrs. Thornhill,
Mosley John ....
Murchison J. M. ....
Murray Mrs. D. Yonge St. 0 5-0

.... 026
.050 
.15 0 
. 0 15 0 
.050 
,050 
.050

..050 
.... 0 1 3 
.... 0 2 6

.... 0 5 0

.... 0 10 0 

.... 0 5 0

..026 

..150 

.. 0 5 0 
.... 0 2 6

Lesslie James, Esq.
Lesslie Joseph, Esq. Dover, 0 5 0
Lesslie William, E*q............. 0 5 0
Levi9fon Malcolm, Nolawa'a, 0 2 6
Lyle Rev. Wm....................... 0 5 0

.... £0 10 0
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