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The Synod’s Nine Commissioners, under ilae Clergy Reserve Act.

JOHN MOWAT, Esq.
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Moderator of Synod.
REV. ANDREW BELL, Dunpas,
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Sunod Treasurer.
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REV. JOHN MACHAR, D.D.,

Principal end Primarws Professor of Theology.
REV. JAMES GEORGE,

Professor of Systematic Theology.
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Professor of Classical Literature and Moral Philosophy.
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tnanimously elected, and, at the Synod’s desire,

ACTS AND PROCEEDINGS

Synod of the Presbyterian Chuy

irch of Canada, in connection with
the Church of Scotland, begun at \l’illlumnmwn, the 7th

day of July, ana concluded the 12th day of
| July, 1852 Years,

SESSI()N XXIII,
{ DIET 1.
|

'! At Wil[iams[own, and withiy
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| The which day, after se

[ Seymour, Moderator of the Synod
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Presbytery Rolls having be

en given in, the
and read over,

Synod Roll was made up

Sederunt My, Robert Neill, Moderator s Mr.
William Bain, M, Solomon Mylne, Mr.
Morrison, Dy, John Machar, Mr, James W
/‘ Smith, Mr, Peter Ferguson, M. John B
" James Anderson, Mr. James C
| Simpson, M., John Merlin, M
I Alexander Wallace, Mr. Robert McGill, M. James T. Paul, Mr. Thes,

Haig, Mr. John McKenzie, M;. Hugh Urquhart, M;. John McLauriu,
| Mr. Thomas Mcl’hersun, Mr. Aeneas Mo Lean, Mr., Donald Mouro, Mr,
| Thomas Scott, Mr, George McClutchuy, Mr. Andrew Bell, Mr. Colin
' Gregor, Mr. George Bell, Mr. John B. Mowat, Mr, Danie] McNee, and
| Mr. John Robb, Ministers 5 together with My, John McKerras, M. John
( Mowat, Hon, Judge McLean, Mr. John Smith, Mr, Rohert Robenson,

e, Mr. Alexander McMartin, Mr. |
| son, Mr. Angus Catanach, Mr., Duncan Mc

| and Mr., Charles P, Treadwell, Elders,

Alexander Mann, Mr,
John Whyte, M. Duncan
illiamson, My, John Malcolm
arclay, Mr. Duncan Moody, M.,
« Muir, Dr. John Cook, Mr. William
r. John Davidsen, M. James Thom, M,

| Mr. George McKenzi John McPher-
Millan, Mr, Dayid Johnston,

The Synod then Proceeded to the election of Moderator for the ensy-
ing year, when the Rev. John McMorine, Minister of Ramsay, was

took the chair,

e ——

— — e ———— ]

W g




-

B —e—e ————

6. Mixutes oF SyNop, WiLLiamsTtowN, WEDNEsDAY, JuLy 7, 1852,

The Synod next proceeded to the election of three Trustees for
Queen’s College at Kingston, in room of the Rev.James George, the
Rev. James C. Muir, and the Rev. Andrew Bell, who retire from office
at this time, according to the terms of the Royal Charter of Queen’s
College, when the Rev. James George, the Rev. James C. Muir, and
the Rev. John McMorine, were unanimously elected, and their names
placed at the top of the Roli; and the Clerk was instructed to intimate

the same to the Board of Trustees.

The Synod next proceeded to the electior of two Clergy Reserve
Commissioners, in room of John Smith, Esq., and Alexander McMar-
tin, Esq., who retire from office at this time, according to the Regulations
of Synod of 1848, when Joha Smith, Isq., of Montreal, and Alexander
McMartin, Esg., of Martintown, were unanimously re-elected, and their
names directed, in terms of the aforesaid Regulations, (> be placed at
the foot of the list of Commissioners, and the Clerk was instructed to
certify the above appointment to the Board of Commissioners, and also

to the Government.

The Synod appointed the following Committee of Bills and Overtures,
with instructions to meet this afternoon; and all papers to come before
the Synod, were ordered to be given in to the said Committee, viz:—
the Moderator and Clerk, Mr. Alexander Mani, Dr. John Machar, Mr.
John Barclay, Dr. John Cook, Mr. Hugh Urquhart, and Mr. John B.
Mowat, Ministers; and Mr. John Mowat, Mr. John Smiti, and Mr.
Charles P. Treadwell, Elders.

It was, on motion,agreed that the thanks of the Synod be given to Mr.
Neill, their late Moderator, for the very excellent sermon with which
he opened the Synod,—~which was done by the Moderator accordingly.

The Synod appointed the following Committee to revise the Records
of Synod, and report on them, viz:—Mr. Bain, Mr. Williamson, and

Mr. Simpson.

The Synod called for the Records of Presbyteries, which were given,
in, when the Synod appointed the following Commiitees to revise tha
same, and report on them, viz:—Mr. Neill, Mr. James Anderson and
Mr. Robert Robertson, to revise the Records of the Presbytery of
Bathurst ; Mr. Bain, Mr. Whyte and Mr. George McKenzie, to revise
the Records of the Presbytery of Kingston ; Mr. Morrison, Mr. McGill,
and Mr. John Smith, to revise the Records of the Presbytery of Toronto;
Mr. McLaurin, Mr. George Bell, and Mr. Duncan McMillan, to revise
the Records of the Presbytery of Montreal ; Mr. Wallace, Mr. Paul, and
M. John Mowat, to revise the Records of the Presbytery of Glengary ;
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8. Minvutks orF SyNopn, WrLLiamsTowN, THurspaY, JurLy 8, 1852,

DIET II.

At Williamstown, and within the Church there :— Thurs-
day, the Eighth Day of July, One Thousand Eight
Hundred and Fifty-Two Years :—

The which day, the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada, in
connection with the Church of Scot'and, met, according to adjournment,
and was constituted with prayer.

The Rev. John B. Mowat, on the call of the Moderator, conducted the
devotional exercises of the Synod, in praise, reading the scriptures, and
prayer.

Sederunt as before.
The Minutes of yesterday were read and approved of.

The Committee of Bills and Overtures made a report of the business
to come before the Synod.

The Managers of the Ministers’ Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund, pre-
sented to the Synod their Annual Report, which was read, and is as
follows :—

The Managers have again the satisfaction of congratulating the Synod
upon the prosperous condition of this Fund. During the past year the
sum of £546 16s. 7d. has been received from the following sources :

Congregational Collections................... cese 2200 12 9
Ministers contributions, and Professors Queen’s College++++ 197 15 0
Revenues of Monies invested-eesrvesescssascenas 88 810

£546 16 7

As compared with the preceding year, the total amount of collections
supplied by Congregations during the present year, shews an excess in
favour of the latter, amounting to £51 4s. 8d., and the Managers are
sanguine, that, as the importance of the Fund becomes better known, a
still farther increase may be looked for in future years. In their Jast
Report, the hope was expressed, that even the poorest of onr Congrega-
tions would contribute annnally at least as much as their Minister’s
individual contributions. It consists with the knowledge of the Mana-
gers, that, in many cases a vigorous and successful effort was made to
do so, but the Treasurer’s statement shews that there are still not a few
of the Congregations who make merely nominal collections. The fol-
lowing Ministers have made no returns for the past year :—

Rev. J. Merlin, Hemmingford.
¢ J. Davidson, New Carlisle.

¢ Thomas Johnson, Chinguacousy.
“ Alex. Lewis, Mono.
“ Wm. Barr, Hornby.
“ H. Gibson, Galt.
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MiNures 5 Syxop, Wn,m_msrowx, TuURstY, JuLy 8, 1852, ¢
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The present condition of the Fund 1s as follows :
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The Managers take credit to themselyeg for the strict econemy with
which the Fun has been managed since jtg commencement, ge well
the business as for the profitable character of the Investments which haye been made,

and they trast, that in both these important respects, their conduct may
meet with the approbatiop of the Synod,
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1 the Synod held on 22nd April, 1852, after a carefy] consideration of the means at
ast year the their disposal, it was unanimously Resolyed -
sources : P e 23 - » g "
: That the Annuity to be Paid to Widows shall be increased 1o £12
£260 129 10s. from the first Fund, and acec rding to the scale already approved of
197115 0 from the second Fund. That, in the event of a child or children coming
88 810 on the Fund, in consequence of the death of both barents, the same
e e annuity as in the case of a widow, shal] be payable to him, h
£546 16 7 until the youngest daughter sha|| altain the age of 9
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Al @XCess i the age of 16 years, unless he is studying with a view to the Ministry
lanagers are in the Church of Scotland, or in this Synod, when it gha] conticue to
;vr h‘l")‘\:l};z be paid until he attajps the agze of 21 years,”
n el d
Ir CO!'Q"’(’”Z' This Resolution will, donbtless, give satisfaction to the Synod. The
r Minister’s provision for an extended education to the sons of Ministers Proposing
[ the Mana- o study with a view 10 the Sacred Office will, it is hoped, under the
vas made to Divine blessing, tend greatly to increase the number of those who ghal]
ill “,‘i}h:; ';f;r_' hereafter have 1o fi]] the Pulpits of the Present incumbents, The exten-
s, i

sion of the term during which annuitie
Daughters of Ministers is not the le

Resolution.  Such cases usually require more assistance and sympathy
than that of the other sex. Iy wil| be the aim of (he Managers whep-
ever they deem it safe to do S0, to extend this ¢)asg of annuitjes till it

covers the lifetimae of the Annuitant, or yntj] she is married or otherwise
rendered independent of its aid.
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The Managers did not deem it prudent during the past year to make
any alteration in the scale of Annuities payable from the Congregational
Collections. Having deliberately and conscientiously adopted it as
upon the whole, the fairest to all parties concerned, and as the one most
conducive to the growth of the Fund, they do not desire to interfere
with the proportions established by them and confirmed by the Synod
till they have gained further experience of its practical working. Any
alteration that may hereafter be made will probably be to increase the
Annuities though the relative proportions will be preserved.

On former occasions—particularly in their 2nd and 3rd Annual Re-
ports, copies of which are herewith transmitted—the Managers dwelt at
so much length on the advantages derived from the graduated scalethat
they would not have thought it necessary to notice the subject again,
had it not become known to them that one of the Presbyteries has over-
tured or is about to overture the Synod for a change in the manage-
ment of this part of the Fund. As it is, the Managers content them-
selves by referring to their reasons formerly urged, to the deliverance
of the Synod itself at its last meeting, and to the statement of their con-
viction that if the Annuities from this source be made uniform, an
immediate and serious decrease will take place in the collections,
While freely acknowledging the duty devolving upon the larger and
older established Churches of assisting in the maintenance of the
Widows of Ministers belonging to Congregations more recently formed,
or in remote settlements where large contributions cannot be looked for,
yet they think a limit ought to be placed somewhere, and the mode
that has been adopted is the only one which has occurred to them as at
all likely at once to draw out the support of the older and more numer-
ously attended Congregations, and to hold out an inducement to every
Congregation except (and this exception should be borne in mind) the
few who collect more than £12 annually, the position of whose Widows
is not improved by anything over that amount, If, indeed, any selfish
feeling prevailed in this matter, it would obviously bc'more forthe advan-
tage, even as matters now stand, for the larger contributors to take up a
nominal collection and insure their Ministers lives for £400 each, which
they could readily do. Should any attempts be made to equalize the
Annuities, the Managers fear that while the smaller Congregations do
not increase their contributions, the larger ones will certainly decrease.

The Managers report, that, in addition to- the two Lay Members of
their number who retire in rotation, another will require to be named in
lieu of Mr. Thomas Wilson, who has left the Province, and is now resi-
dent in London. They would respectfully sugwest, that Mr. Thomas
Peck would be a useful Member of the Board.

The Managers, in conclusion, congratulate the Synod that no new
claimants have come upon the Fund during the financial year that has
just closed.

The whole respectfully submitted.

ROBERT McGILL, Chairman, P. T.
HEW RAMSAY, Secretary.
MonTREAL, 15t July, 1852,

(Signed)
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Mr. McPherson, Mr. McClatchey, Mr. George Bell, and Mr. John B,
Mowat.

It was intimated to the Synod, on behalf of the Presbytery of Hamilton,
that it was the intention of said Presbytery, with leave of the Synod, to
take Mr. William Johuson, A. M., Student of Divinity of Queen’s Col-
lege, on trials for license ; and it was also intimated, on behalf of the
Presbytery of Kingston, that it was their intention, with leave of the
Synod, to take Mr. Frederick Petrie Sim, Student of Divinity of Queen’s
College, on trials for license :—When, it having been ascertained that,
in both cases, the circular letters, issued by these Presbyteries respec-
tively, had been received in due time, and that no objections were
offered, the Synod directed that said Students appear before the Exam-
ining Committee j—~and appointed a meeting of the Examining Com-
mittee to be held to-morrow morning at Nine o’clock.

There was laid before the Synod a Statemeut from the Clergy
Reserve Commissioners, in regard to the state of the Fund, and the
same having been read, the Synod declared their satisfaction therewith,
and instructed the Moderaior te convey to the Commissioners, in the
name of the Synod, their cordial thanks for the great diligence and
ability with which they have conducted the interests of their trust.
Several of the Commissioners being present, the Moderator tendered to
them the thanks of the Synod accordingly.

The Synod appointed Mr. George Bell, Mr. John B. Mowat, and Mr.
John Whyte, a Committee to attend to the Financial concerns of the
Synod ; and the Synod instructed Presbytery Clerks and others to pay
over to the Committee all monies collected by them for the Synod
Fund, and directed all accounts against the Synod to be given in.

The Synod had transmittel to them, by their Committee of Bills and
Overtures, an Overture from the Presbytery of Hamilton aneut a pro-
posed plan for the payment of the travelling expenses of members
attending the meetings of Synod, to the effect following, viz:—
“ Whereas great inconvenience and detriment have resulted to the
business of the Church, by the non-attendance of members at meetings
of the Synod, and, at the same time, great injustice is done to those
members who actually attend, by throwing the whole expense of the
transaction of public business on them,—an expense often dispropor-
tionably great, in consequence of the distance some have to travel,
notwithstanding that all are equally interested in the proceedings,—it is
therefore respectfully overtured that the Svnod do request the Clergy
Reserve Commissioners, in fixing the yearly allowance to Ministers, to
grant a sum of Three or Four Pounds, or such other sum as they may
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deem right, ag part of the allowance o each Ministe
condition and with the faid sum is to be avail-
able only for travelling expenses to the meetings of Synod, and for no
other purpose whatever j~that, in order to this, it shall be retained in
the hands of the Commissioners, and be by (hem paid over to the
Synod Treasurer s—and that the Finance Commit(ce, annually appoint-
ed by the Synod, shall, at the close of each meeting of Synod, appro-
priate the whole amount to the payment of the travelling expenses of
those Ministers who have actually attended the meeting of Synod, in
proportion to the distance travelled by them respectively,??
was read, and having been fully discussed, the Synod
following committee to consider the matter

Iy strictly on the
undersl:mding that the s

The same
appointed the
and prepare g scheme
pressed, viz :—Dy, Cook,
Mr. McGill, Mr, McNee, the Hon, Judge McLean, and My, Mowat,
Senior,

There were transmitted to the Synod, by their Committee of Bills
and Overtures, Overtures from the Presbyteries of Toronto and Hamilton,
anent the terms of the appointment of the Missionaries recommended
at last Synod to he procured from Scotland, inasmuch as from some
misapprehension as to the design of the Synod in mentioning certain
Towns and Cities, merely as head-quarters for the said Missionaries
while laboring under the direction of the Presbytery of the bounds,
some of them have heen appointed as City Missionaries in the places
named. The sajg Overtures having been re

ad and considered, the,
Synod agreed to dismiss the Overtures, in

asmuch as the Resolution of
the Synod of Jast year, complained of i them, did not angd
contemplate Missionaries fir ]
Colonial Committee seem to h

does not
inasmuch ag the
ave misapprehended jn the case of Mr.
Blair, the object of that Resolution, the Moderator be requested to

communicate with the Colonial Committee on the subject, explain the
views of the Synod, and cal) the attention of the Comnmittee to (he
terms of the Resolution jn question. The Synod, further, underslanding
that it was desirable that the services of Mr. Blair, appointed by the
Colonial Committee as a Missionary to the City of Toronto, should be
transferred from the Presbytery of Toronto to the Presbylery of
Montreal, directed the said Presbyteries (o meet togethe
pose of effecting such transfer and making the nece
in connection with the same,

arge Towns,~-but

T, for the pur-
Ssary arrangements

The Synod had transmiited to them, by their Committee of Bills and
Overtures, Overtures from the Presbyteries of Toronto and Hamilton,
tothe effect that the Synod suspend or rescind the Act of Synod of last
Year anent the training of licentiates to the Pastoral work, The same
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were read, and, after long reasoning, the Synod agreed to suspend the ‘
operation of the said Act for one year. ‘

The Synod made the following appointments for the public services
of the Sabbath, viz:—Mr. Ferguson and Mr. Whyte to preach in Wil-
Jiamstown ; Mr. Scott to preach in Lancaster; Mr. Andrew Bell and
Professor Williamson to preach in Martintown; and Mr. Moody to

preach in Lochiel.

The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee of Bills and
Overtures, a Petition from Mr. Peter Lindsay, Student of Divinity in
Queen’s College, praying that the Third year of his Theological Course
might be remitted, and that he might be taken on trials for license.
After lengthened discussion it was moved by Mr. Mann, seconded by
Mr. Mylne, “that the prayer of Mr. Lindsay’s petition be granted.”
It was also moved, in amendment, by Mr. Andrew Bell, seconded by
Mr. Simpson, “that the Synod, considering the course of study pres-
cribed, in their Act anent the course of study for the Holy Ministry, to
be the minimum necessary, declare that the provisions of that act must
be adhered to, and accordingly decline granting the prayer of Mr. Lind-
say’s Petition.” The roll having been called and the votes marked,
the amendment was carried by a majority of votes, and the Synod de-
cerned in terms thereof, declining to grant the prayer of Mr. Lindsay’s
Petition.

The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee of Bills and
Overtures, an Overture from Mr. McGill anent remodelling the Consti-
tution of the Commission of Synod, to the following effect, viz :—

¢ Whereas the persons usually nominated to constitute the Commission
of Synod, are never able to meet together for the transaction of business,
so that what is called the Commission of Synod is often nothing more
than a few of the members of the particular Presbytery within whose

bounds the Commission for the time is appointed to meet, and anoma- ‘

lous and irregular proceedings have sometimes taken place ; and where-
as, for the prevention of these in future, it is necessary to render the
Commission what it was intended to be, a bona fide Executive Commit-
TEE OF THE WHOLE SyNoD ; it is hereby overtured :—

1. That the members of which the Commission shall be constituted |
shall be nominated by their respective Presbyteries, during the meeting
of Synod, in the ratio of one member for every six (less or more) minis-
ters composing each Presbytery. The nomination by Presbyteries to be
duly certified tgthe Synod on the day previous to its adjournment : and,
in case any Presbytery shall fail to certify,the Moderator of Synod shall
nominate for such Presbytery.

!
!

|

9. That the Commission shall meet on the call of the Moderator, if |
need be, on the second Wednesday in May, and the second Wednesday
in October, in the place where the Synod held its last meeting.

Min

3. Tha
shall be (
absence
‘ Presbyte
! assigned,
J

|

’ 4. That
measures,
”] committe
|

"! ) 50 The]
| sion; and,
e chosen
present,

I

i 6. It sha
P and to lay ;

I’" The Synq
Presbyterie

y‘} thereon to n
}“J There wa
| Overtures, g

acopy of a
{ his own be}:
| annoyances
| congregation
| Province, an
- of bell ringi
| altracting the

50 crowding (|

way to the Sa
| noisy games,
| neighbourhooc
? Church at larg
? After some ¢
| Prayer of the I
| Synod be givi
| purpose,

!

The Synod |

| Wwas then closec
I




blic services
sach in Wil-
'w Bell and

r. Moody to

1
r
i
of Billsand ||
" Divinity in ||
gical Course

- for license.
seconded by
be granted.”
seconded by
f study pres-
7 Ministry, to
hat act must [
of Mr. Lind- [
otes marked,

he Synod de-

[r. Lindsay’s

» of Bills and
g the Consti-
Viz i—

> Commission
n of business,
nothing more
within whose
, and anoma-
; and where-
to render the
rive Commir-

he constituted
7 the meeting

more) minis-
byteries to be
rnment : and,
of Synod shall

Moderator, if l
d Wednesday |

eting.

LIAMSTOWN, Tuunsmy, JuLy 8, 1852,
I

[

15

f 3. That the presence of one member g least from every l’resl»\'l(’ry
| shall be deemed essential to constitute 5 quorum 5 and, if, through the
!J absence of jis member, any l’rvsby!(:ry is not duly represented, the said
| Presbytery sha) be held delinquent, and, unless valid reasons be
/ assigned, shall be subject to censure by the Synod,
"" 4. That the Commission sh
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¢ his own behalf and all who may approve of it, in regard to certain
Pl ’ g
annoyances on the part of the Roman Catholics, suffered by some of the
| congregations of this Chureh, in some of the cities and towns of this
Province, and chiefly in the city of Montreal, such as “deafening peals
of bell ringing during the hours of publie worship,?’
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Day,” annoying “those who reside in the
neighbourhood,”

and praying the countenance and gupport of this

Church at large, in endeavouring to obtain relief from said annoyances.
A

fter some consideration of this matter, the Synod agreed that the

prayer of the Memorial be granted, and that the whole influence of the
| Synod be given in support of Petitions to the Legislature for this
| purpose.

The Synod adjourned until tomorrow

morning at Ten o’clock, and
| was then closed with prayer.
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DIET III.

At Williamstown, and within the Church there :—Friday,
the Ninth day of July, One Thousand Eight Hun-
dred and Fifty-two Yearsy—

The which day, the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada, in
connection with the Church of Scotland, met, according to adjournment,
and was constituted with prayer.

On the call of the Moderator, the Rev. William Bain conducted the
devotional exercises of the Synod, in praise, reading the Scriptures, and
prayer.

Sederunt. The Minutes of yesterday were read and sustained.

|
r
The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee of Bills and I
Overtures, a Memorial from the Congregations of McNab and Horton, ]
for aid from the Colonial Committee in liquidating the debt on their ||
Church ; also, a Memorial from the Congregation of Kitley, to the Colo-
nial Committee for aid in finishing their Church: together with extract ||
Minutes of the Presbytery of Bathurst, recommending both cases. The
Synod agreed to sanction the said applications, and instructed their
Clerk to transmit the Memorials to the Colonial Committee of the Gen- ||
eral Assembly, with the Extract Minutes of Presbytery and Synod, as "
also copies of the Title Deeds of the said Churches, as soon as the same ||
can be obtained.

The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee of Bills and ‘
Overtures, an Overture from several members of the Synod, to the effect |
that the Synod would appoint the time and place of their meeting for "
the following year, when the greatest number of members are present. |
The Synod, having considered the same, resolved to agree, at the pre-
sent time, upon the time and place of next year’s meeting. ’
|

(For this Minute see last page.)

The Synod called for the Report of the Joint Meeting of the Presby-
teries of Toronto and Montreal, when the following Minute was given
in, and having been read, the Synod approved of the same, and ordered
it to be recorded :—

At Williamstown, the Ninth Day of July, One Thousand ||
ight Hundred and Fifty-Two Years:—

On which day, a Joint Meeting of the Presbyteries of Toronto and
Montreal, was held, by injunction of Synod, to consider the case of the
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transference of Mr. A, BI:u’r, Mis

Coustituted with prayer.

The I’rcshyrory of Toronto expressed thejp

| Blair to the jurisdiction of the I’I«NL)}'h-ry of Montrea] $
I bytery of Montrea| agree to receive My, Blair as a

their bounds, uner the Minute of the Synod of Yesterday, i,
not in the Citjes only, but generally as (he Presbyte

the Prcsby[cry assuming that part of Mr. Blaiy’s sal
Presbywry Mission Fun,

lis acquiescence in this
the same time, do not assume any right to give
transfer of My, Blair’s services, which, by the
were for the City of Toronto, g
powers of the I’mshylury.
that, in assenting to the tr

Is, of Fifty Pounds, currency,
arrangement, The J

nd not therefore subjec
They desire, also, that it m
ansfer, they make no admi
for the remuneration of seryices confined to the City
Barclay, at the same time, intimated, op the part of }
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the portion of Mr. Blair's saar
Toronto, not provided for, by tl
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ALEX, WALL ACE, Clery,
m, by their Committee of Bills and
McGill, anent the necessity of making
ard young men to study for the
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| Overture is as follows :—

The Synod had transmitted to the
Ovcrturcs, an Overture from M.
greater exertions to bring forw Ministry,

| together with certaip same. The gaig
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“ Whereas since the secession of many of our Ministe
Synod, and several of the members thereof individug

| great exertions to procure Ministers to supply the de
within our bounds, and, during the seven years th
we have obtained eight Ministers from the
nine from other Presbyterian bodies,

s in 1844 this
Uly, have useq
stitute localitieg
at have since elapsed
Church of Scotland, and

which, together with six Ministers
icensed and ordajned by the Synod, making a 1ota] of twenty-three,

Presentsonly an actyal increase of nine members on the Ry of 1851
over that of 1845,—an increase bearing no adequate Proportion to the
spiritual destitution which prevails among the members of our Chareh
in this l’mvincc, enlarging, as it does, by emigration and the natyra]
rtured that thig
ans to enforce the daty that js laid
and extend our Church, and to diffuse jtg blessed
nfluence among all, who shal] ask for the benefit of its miuistmlions,
by training up young men for the Ministry ; anq that for the attainment
of this object the Synod do ordaijn that Presbyteries shall use effectual
means to secure af least one student, on an average, from every four

assist to maintain him at Queen’s
ollege during the whole course of his studies ; and that, for the

tarrying out of this scheme, the Synod shal] organize itself into Educa-
tional Boards, of four congregations each, on such a plan g shall begt
lnsure cordial and affective Co-operation in thig measure,”

|
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After lengthened discussion, the Synod resolved ¢ that the Rev. Mr.
McGill, the Rev. Dr. Mathieson, the Rev. Dr. Cook, John Smith, Esq.,
Hugh Allan, Esq., John Greenshields, ;Esq., William Edmonstone,
Esq., and Hew Ramsay, Esq., be a Committee to correspond with all
the Ministers of this Church on the subject of obtaining Students for
the Holy Ministry, and to devise means, as far as may be in their
power, to enable deserving young men to attend Queen’s College, or
Grammar Schools preparatory to such attendance :—and Ministers are
hereby strictly enjoined to communicate with the said Committee
without delay, and make them aware from time to time of the efforts
which they are making in this matter, and the measure of success
which is attending them :—the said Committee to report to the Synod :
—MTr. McGill to be Convener.”

The Commiitee appointed to prepare a draft of an Address to Her
Majesty the Queen gave in the same, which was read and adopted, and
ordered to be engrossed for the Moderator’s signature.

The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee of Bills and
Overtures, an Overture from Mr. Charles P. Treadwell, Elder, anent
the importance and necessity of authorizing the Elders in vacant con-
gregations to conduct public worship in the same on the Lord’s Day.
The Synod, having taken this matter into their serious consideration,
agreed to recommend, as they hereby earnestly and affectionately do
recommend, to all their congregations destitute of fixed Pastors, and
where the charge of the flock necessarily devolves upon the resident
Elders, that, bearing in mind that the Sabbath is Divinely commanded
to be an hely convocation unto the Lord, they should assemble together
for the worship of God upon the Lord’s Day,--and that their Elders
should lead them in their devotional exercises and read to them the
Scriptures and such Evangelical discourses as may be recommended
for this purpose by the Presbytery of the bounds.

The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee of Bills and
Overtures, a Paper anent the necessity for making every exertion to
promote the better observance of the Sabbath Day throughout this land ;
when it was unanimously resolved—*‘ That all the [Ministers of this
Synod be specially enjoined frequently to enforce the observance of the
Fourth Commandment on their people, as essential not less to their
individual improvement, than to the maintenance and extension of pure
religion throughout this land,—to observe a firm and prudent exercise
of discipline on this head,—and, in particular, to use all zeal and dili-
gence to secure reguiar attendance on both diets of public worship:—
and further, that Sessions be instructed to report to this Synod at next
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meeting, on the manper in which the Lord’s Day is observed within
their bounds, and to point out the remedies which they may deem most
expedient and effectual to correot the several forms of Sabbath desecra-
tion which Prevail within theijr respective localitjes,

The Synod hagq transmitted to them, by their Committee of Bjj1s and
Overtures, an Overture fiom the Rev. Professor Smith, in regard to
making another effyrt to procure P otland.  Afier mature

de]iberation, it “that, in the present

Church in many parts of the country, the S
ous effort to secure Licentiates from Scotland, as Missionarjes to labour
under the direction of the respective Presbyteries of the Church, with 5
view to their settlement in some of the vacant Congregations within the
bounds of such Presbyteries : that the Synod make another application
to the Clergy Reserya Commissioners, réquesting them to make a pro-
isi i ay be obtained in conse-
quence of this new effort, similar to that Wwhich they agreed to at the
request of the Synod at jis meeting last year: that the desirable-
ness of increasing the number of six Missionaries, agreed upon at Jagt
Synod, to Eighteen or Twenty, be stated to these Commissioners : and
that in order to carry out this object, so desirable and so essential in the
present state of thig Church, the Synod do appoint a Deputy to proceed
to Scotland as early as possible, to co-operate with the Rey, Dy, Mathie-
Son, now in Scotland, to visjt the several Presbyteries of the Church,
and, on learning the names of suitable and available Preachers, to enter
into correspondence with them, and meet with them, ang make every
effort to induce them 1o Placetheir services at the disposal of this Church,
to fill up the waste Places in our Spiritual Zion, And, the Synod, hay-
ing every confidence in the zeal, discretion, and discrimination of the
Rev. Dr. Cook, of Quebec, did, and hereby do, appoint him as thejr

| services of ag many I,

sters of this
yance of the
less to their
1sion of pure

mission for increasing the me

Deputy for carrying out, in concurrence with the Rey, Dr. Mathieson,

the object of this Resolntion,” The Synod, further, recommended to
Dr. Mathieson and Dr, Cook, t

hing in the
Geelic language, and g least one or two capable of Preaching in the

French language. And the Synod request the Clergy Reserve Com-
missioners to provide for the Dr. Cook, in this

ans of Religious Instruction in Canada,—

and also for such expenses as may be incurred by the Rev. Dr. Mathie-

son while engaged in thjs pe
Synod directed their Clerk to
Clergy Reserve Commissioner
and to Dr, Mathieson,

The Synod called for the Re
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revise the Records of the Synod, and the Records of.the sc?vera]‘ P]res;)n):;
teries. A Report on the Synod Records was given m,) ;(,lm ,t} v

sustained ; and the Synod ordered the Records to be at‘testu]q)y".:’ur
Moderator, as carefully and correctly kept. Reports were il boﬂ ,11- ein
on the Records of the Presbyteries. Thesame were readfar;n SUg am?(l,
and the Synod ordered their Clerk to attest the Records of these severa

Presbyteries, as carefully and correctly kept.

. hadan
The Synod adjourned until to-morrow morning at Ten o clock, and
was closed with prayer.

A A AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAANAAA
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At Williamstown, and within the Church ilmro,——S‘alun?ay,
the Tenth Day of July, One Thousand Eight
Hundred and Fifty Two Years :—

The which day, the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada,

’ . \ k

in connection with the Church of Scotland, met, according to adjourn
in 5 ' : .

ment, and was constituted with prayer.

On the call of the Moderator, the Rev. Professor Willlams?n con-
ducted the devotional exercises of the Synod, in praise, reading the
Seriptures, and prayer.

Sederunt.
The Minutes of yesterday were read and approved of.

The Examining Committee reported t.]mt ‘Mr. William Johnieog.;zr.
M., and Student of Divinity, of -Quccn’s (,ullcg;(j*, ré??]:n;)n(ill.lc e
license by the Presbytery of Hamilton, and Mr. }ucdle}lc : e nebkvm;
Student of Divinity of Queen’s Collegc, rccommepdw orr :cter:s:f a{len-
Presbytery of Kingston, had laid before them their certificates e

: in the classes at Queen’s College ; t]m.t they had been exami :
fldm;f tlhe branches of Education specified in the Act anen.t the Ex-
:rln?nalion of Students, Preachers, &ec.; and fhat the C?mmlltteel“;}elri:
fully satisfied with them. Whereupon the S);ﬂod, huv:'nngeil‘;('“mm
Rel;ort, granted leave to the Presbytery uf)ll:un.xhon t(;t;lfe" tr. t(1) e
Johnson on trials for license, am} to ‘lllc Presbytery of Kingston
Mr. Frederick P. Sim, on trials for license.

The Synod appointed Mr. McGill and the Ilop. Jud'(g]e'McLear(; :c;
i cpressive of the views of this Synod in regan
draw up a Minute expressive o !
the imgonance and desirableness of greater union among the several
branches of the Presbyterian Church in Canada.
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The Hon, My, Justice McLean, reported the Draft of an Address to
Her Majesty the Queen, against the alienation of the Clergy Reserves,
which, having been read and considered, wag adopted by the Synod,
who at the same time, expressed to Mr. MecLean their thanks for the
interest he has always taken in the affairs of this Church and the
assistance he has so frequently rendered to thjg Synod in the transaction
of business,

The Hon. M, Justice McLean having brought before the Synod, in
friendly conference, the letter with which Mr. McGil] has introduced
one of his Overtures to the Synod as containing Passages and pervaded
by a general (one which has been deemed unjust and offensive, M,
MeGill gave in 1o the Clerk the following Paper to be entered upon the
Minutes :—s Mr. McGill having heard from many of hig brethren, for
whose feelings ang judgments he has the highest Tespect, that some
Passages and the genera] tone of his letter in 0 Prcsb_t/lerian, introduc-
ing his Overture 1q the Synod, anent increasing the number of Students
at Queen’s College, have been deemed unjust and offensive, anq ma
be employed, by those whe have no friendly feeling to this Church, in
a very injurions way, and for Purposes very different from those which
the writer intended, freely admits the Possibility of this mis-applica-
tion, and sincerely regrets, on this account, the publication of them in
the Presbyterian j=but in the fu]] Persuasion ihat there jg nothing in the
condition of thig Synod which should put it in any unfavorable contrast
with any religious Body in ( anada, Mr, McGill €ngages to use his best
exertions to Counteract any unfavorable influence w
may produce upon the trye character of this Church, ang to promote,
as he has always endeavored to do, the peace and prosperity of oyr
Zion.”—0n the reading of which, the Members of Synod expressed
themselves satisfied, and (he further discussion of the subject was
given up.

hich the said letter

The Synod calleq for the Report of the Committee appointed to ¢op-
sider the Overture anent the Payment of 'l‘x'avc“ing Expenses to the
meetings of Synod, which was given in and read, and, in terms of the
Téccrnmendation of sajq Report, the Synod unanimously agreed ¢ that
such sum, ag the Clergy Reserve Commissioners may fix, shall be
deducted from the Allowance of each Minister, at the July term, til]
be ascertained by the Report of the Synod Clerk that he has attendeq
the meeting of Synod for the year, anq that whatever sum be thyg
saved to the Fund sha] be placed in the hands of (he Treasurer of the
Synod to be disposed of at the meeting of Synod in such a way as shall
appear to the S
Members,—Jeqy

\‘
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to adopt any method by which the object in view may appear to them
to be more simply or effectually attained.”

The Synod called for the Report of the Finance Committee in regard
to the Synod Fund, which was given in and read, showing the amount
paid in and by what congregations. The Synod enjoined Presbytery
Clerks to make immediate application for the arrears due by those
congregations which have not yet sent in their collections, and to have
the same forwarded without delay to the Treasurer.

The Synod, having understood that the present Theological Professors
of Queen’s College are about to retire, agreed to tender to them the
thanks of the Synod for the readiness with which they consented to fill
the situations now occupied by them, at a time of difficulty, and for the
care and attention which, amidst many difficulties resulting from
various circumstances, and during the short time they were able to spare
from their own Pastoral labours, they bestowed on the Education of the
young men preparing for the Holy Ministry,~which was accordingly
done by the Moderator in name of the Synod.

The Synod adjourned until Twelve o’clock, Noon, on Monday next,
and was then closed with prayer.

DIET V.

At Williamstown, and within the Church there,—Monday,
the Twelfth Day of July, One Thousand Eight
Hundred and Fifty Two Years ;=
The which day, the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada,
in connection with the Church of Scotland, met according to adjourn-
ment, and was constituted with prayer.

On the call of the Moderator, the Rev. Duncan Morrison conducted
the devotional exercises of the Synod in praise, reading the Scriptures,
and prayer,

Sederunt.

The Minutes of Saturday were read and approved.

The Synod called for the Draft of the Address to His Excellency the
Governor General, which was given in, read, and adopted.

There was produced and read a Memorial to the Synod from Messrs.
David Burgess, Robert McWilliams, Alex. Nesbitt, Elders, and William
Rea, Session Clerk,in the Congregation of Otonabee, Belmont and Percy,
complaining of certain deliverances of the Presbytery of Kingston, in
regard to said Congregation. The Synod remitted the said Memorial
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"y i to the Commissjop of Synod, with instructions to them to investigate the
ar to them 3 whole Malter, at their autumy meeting, and decjde in the same a5 they
may see best for the good of the Church,~-gych decision to be final,
e in regard g The Clerk Was also instructeq to intimate this o the parties, and cite
he amount | them to attend, explaining to them, at the Same time, that thejy Memo-
Presbytery i rial only reached the Synod near the close of the business in consequence
» by those 3 of its having been enclosed to Dy, Mu!hicsou, of Montreal, who is at
nd to have | Present absent jn Scotland,

: The Synod called for the Report of the French Mission Commil!ee,
| Professors which was given in and read by Mr, McGill, op behal{ 7 1}, ~ ’Jommitlee,
o them the 5 to the effect thyy Mons. Loujs Baridon had beep the ¢y agent in the
anted to fill ki employment of the Committee during the past year,—being, as the
and for the 8 (| Committee have every reason to believe, a pious man, of good judgment
Iting from "% | and soung discretion, ang well instructed ip those questiong on which
ble to spare f Protestants differ from Roman Catholjcs : that he had beep chiefly
tion of the 8 | employed in circulating religious books and tracts, and ip exhorting,

ccordingly and conversing and praying with French Canadians op religious gyb-

8l | jects as he had Opportunity : that monthly Reports are given in by him

day next, S | to the Committee, giying an account of hjs labours, ang detailing at

E length the most striking occurrences of the month: that from these

Reports there is éncouraging reason to believe that sacreq Truth js being

| Widely disseminateq among the Romap Catholics of Lower Canada by

M. Baridon ang other similar agents, and, though they do not testify to

numerous conversions, they plainly testify to the advancement of Scrip-

,—Monday, tral knowledge within the sphere of thejr labours ; and {hay some of

usand Eight ' the instructions given by the Synod last year, respecting the Property

| of the Mission, had not yet, from varioys circumstances, been fulfilleq,

of Canada, but that it was hoped they would be attended to soop, The Treasurer’s
to adjourn- '8 | Report and Accounts were a]so laid before the Synod and read, showin

| the receipts ang expenditure for the year, and the present slate of the
Fund, from whicp it appeared that seve

remit gollections during the past year. The Synod
| and approve of this Report, ang Te-appointed the (o
‘ Mathieson, M:. McGill, anq Dr. Cook, Ministers,

conducted
Scriptures,

ral Congregations have failed to
agreed to recejye
mmiltee, viz ~Dr,
and one Eldey from

| each of thejr Sessions respectively, together with Hugh Allan, Esq.,
| Treasurer. The Synod, further agreed, that it be made a part of the {
instructions to Dy, Cook, as theijr Deputy to Scotland, and ajs, to Dr. {
ellency the Mathieson, that they use their best endeavours to Procure, towards thjs {
work, the services of at least one or two Licentiates of the Church of f
| Scotland capable of preaching in the French language, Ang the Synod i
v M.es.srs- { finding that several Congregations have made no contribution during é
M Willlam the past Year, enjoin the Ministers of a]] Congregations who are jp £
and Perc?', arrears to make collections in aid of the Mission Fupq without delay, '
ingston, in

Memorial and transmit (he Same to the Treasurer, And the Synod, with the
- Memor:
———
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1 called for the Report of the Corpmif!cc appointed to drtai]w
gor S'ynm c" ressive of the views of this Synod in regard to the
- vy e-\mu'}'l"vl leness of greater union among the .sever.al
o "]-L:flbh'lt)-rim Church in Canada, which was given in
O o '”“’ 'Ivltlﬁ'u)nl(r'a ‘)pruvcd of, and is as follows :—_—“ The Order
e Fr M(':Gl'”’ ofth "‘-lb 'terian Church is eminently fitted to be the
enbgmorape e ‘h"_l ¥ )) 2 visible Church for which all good men
pogliy (')f‘ }]}lm'tl:]tllll);;“blcllrcvc; will prevail in thuF b]csse_d era of
o e }l]lL l’l }i"hl('()llﬁll(}f\S, to which they look forward in hope.
i 00“00“. ST v} ts and privileges of Ministers and people.
S aptaliog-wiin : l1lcnl is a body complete within itself, the organ-
'Wh'“e e‘flery Cozlli:)eijcliflxurcll may safely and easily be dnlfuse'd over
'231'0"‘0 ma“.y t.  Our symbols of belief, our modes of worship, our
ntugrry C(?“.““‘el“ iisci pline, our forms of ecclesiastical procedure are
s Of.SPl“m'l ( . ‘I° am’l no diversity known to us can warrant. l.he
o g 'thc S"lnttl:'ltcvcr cause originating, present our condition
e i “'1“1“;}}[2)”.‘”10 ‘Clu'istiun world. It was the aim fln(l woik of
- g miry ('rlb' arliest formation to gather into one Iuld. all who
= Squl [m”ll l'b'u(lll‘nnun basis of Presbyterianism, persuading them
o u“'FO‘l o ll"l‘t('uclivc names and peculiarities which arose from
St ( " l»vcr had existence here, and might, as we deemgd,
Circum-‘*m“cesvlh‘“ “-( advantage in the prosecution of that work which
ey e 7 world.  In this work we were blessed
g gty I"“ “fl's-“(':“'u\l‘xl‘”il‘;ncc seemed to our fond expec-
SEA mm;l‘lfhcbu'llnjll'li:‘l:'}?;1;11'(:11 in Canada might soon exhibit a
e lhl:l' 'I'L: )L)-(-luclu of Christian unity. This hope was unhap-
-y ‘u')ti l- gcccssiun which occurred a few years ago, not
. l)l)'llt\';' had departed from the faith, or had lost our
- l'he gr'ouml'lll)dll (m‘lhu ground of controversies which had sprung
it m')cn) l, '}l 2d Chlu‘clbl of Scotland on matters that had no practi=
- ll“? stll" 'L: ‘l:L'r on our condition. During the years that halve
p-rin ht L} ‘ch endeavoured, according to our ability, to build
e iomibading 1 to promote the spiritual well-being of the' ﬂock
s me‘ o Places‘ m:( \\l’c have endeavoured to cherish a spirit f’f
i e l(iloli:)rrbbc?xrr:nce to preach Christ, not out of comemlor;, blli:x;g
;:ii;ll::litsznaud love, and to draw closer the bonds of brother
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among ourselves, that those who sought Divine ordinances in oyy fold
might enjoy them in security and Peace. But we g, not fail to look

with fraternal interest beyond our owp circle of fe”owship. We stil]
acknowle(lge that the Chareh is one body of which Christ is the Head,
and that jt jg n those are divided and

a sore evil ang dclrimeut, whe
g With harmonjgys C0-operation in the

estranged who shoy]g be labouring
same work, Why shoulqd we be divided, for instance, op the sulject of
the voluntary Support of religion ? [ there not ample scope anq urgent
necessity for the exercise of Iihemlity on the part of Churcheg
individuals, to maintain anq extend the ordinances of rel
should we he divided on the subject of (he Connection het
*and State ? N, Church, in the Peculiar circumstances of this country,
wishes this connection, nor (oes the State wish, it. We do not think ijt
necessary to protest against the encroachments of e civil power upon
the Church, in 3 land where the State Seems fully disposeq to cast off
the support of religion as 5 cumbroys thing, It js clear to us tha our
i Church muyst mainly depend op the liberality of jis People, and tha, the
| State will concede nothing beyond the equal protection of the laws.
The views now stated touch on ty, of the Principal questions on which
| Presbyterianism is divided, anq may afford Prospectively a Practical
solution of the diﬂicully. In the meantime, et yg pray that a| branches
Yterian body may be equally intent jp Maintaining a high

of the Presh
standard of education jp the Ministry, avoiding 1] unholy rivalship that
brolhcrly kind We

they may cultivate the spirit of
h with greater certainty the nce

may then cheris
will prosper each of us in our work, and t} h we desire
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and pray for js coming neare

and
igion ? Why
ween Church

ness and charity,
hope that Divine Provide
1at the unity whie

:’ The Synod called for the re

| Form of Procedure in the calli
reported on behalf of the Committee that the sajq
perfected, Whereupon the said Draft wag again remitted to the Pres-
bytery of Montreal, a5 5 Committee of the Synod, with instructions to
use greater diligence in Perfecting the Same, as far gg Practicable, jp
accordance with the Opinions of P

resbyteries already sent i to them,
and report to npyt meeting of Synod,

Port of the Committee op the
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Synod at a former meeting, as well as at the earnest solicitation of many
members of the Synod, he had got printed werbatim, from the First
Volume of the Synod Records, the Minutes of the Synod from the time
of its first organization in 1831 up to 1836, inclusive; and that as the
printed Minutes for several years onwards, up to 1843 or 1844 were
merely Abstracts of the Proceedings, and as the stock of these was
nearly exhausted, he intended to carry on the work up to that point.
The Synod approved of the diligence of the Clerk in this matter, and
instructed him to prepare an Appendix consisting—First, of such
¢ Memoranda from Presbytery Records ?” as it may be desirable, in a
historical point of view, to have printed, and which Presbytery Clerks
are hereby enjoined to furnish,—and, Second, of such Extracts from the
Records of the Commission of Synod, and such other important Synodical
documents having a bearing on the history of the Church, as may be
agreed on by the Committee formerly appointed to advise with the Clerk
in this matter, viz.: the remaining members of the First Synod. The
Synod, further, considering the present state of the Synod Fund, agreed
that a separate contributionrof not less than One Pound from each Min-
ister be sent in as soon as possible, (of which a separate account will be
kept,) for the special purpose of defraying the expense of this New
Edition ;—~the said Edition to be distributed in such manner as the
Synod may hereafter direct—the Clerk, in the meautime, furnishing
each Minister with a copy as soon as ready.

The Address to Her Majesty the Queen, having been engrossed for
the Moderator’s signature, is as follows ;=

Unto the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty.

Most Gracious SOVEREIGN i—

We, Your Majesty’s most loyal and dutiful subjects, the Ministers
and Elders of the Presbyterian Church of Canada, in eonnection with
the Church of Scotland, in Synod assembled, gladly embraee this
opportunity of renewing the expression of our devoted and undiminish-
ed attachment to Your Majesty’s Royal Person and Government.

We rejoice to say, that in the important Province of the British
Empite, in which our lot is cast, the inestimable blessings of peace
and prosperity are fully enjoyed, so that, under the benign protection of
Your Majesty, we are in possession of the most perfect liberty in the
due exercise of all our Ecclesiastical functions. And we earnestly
trust that those important Civil and Religious: Privileges we enjoy shall
ever be maintained unimpaired.

We sincerely trust that Great Britain is destined to oecupy a yet more
illustrious place than heretofore in the annals of nations, and take the
lead in the great work of advancing the welfare and happiness of
mankind and of diffusing over the world the blessings of knowledge
land religion.
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ThatAImighry God, the King of Kings and Ruler of Nations may
long preserye your Majesty’s life, a life go Cear to your subjects in
every quarter of the world, and abundanlly enrich Your Majesty, Your
Royal Consort the Prince Albert, Hig Royal Highness the Hejr Apparent
to the British Throne, and a] the Members of Your Royal House, with
every blessing temporal and spiritual, is our sincere and Constant prayer,

Signed at Wi”iamsmwn, this Twelfth Day of July, One Thou-
sand Eight Hundred anq Fifty Two Years :—Jp Name, in

resence, an by Appointment of the Synod of the Presbyte-

rian Church of Canada, in connection with the Church of
Scotland, by

S ——————.

JOHN M('MORINE, Moderator,

The Address to Her Majesty the
Clergy Reserves, having bee
i8 as follows :m

Queen, against the alienation of the

R engrossed for the Moderator’s signature,

Unto the Queen’s Most Ezcelleny Majesty,
| Most Gracrous SovEREIGN :—

We, your Majesty’s dutifu] and loyal subjects, the Synod of the
Presbyterian Chureh of Canada, j

3, In connection with the Church of
| Scotland, beg Jeave to approach Yoy, Maj

: Jesly to express the views
| of the Church to which we belong, in reference to g Matter of the
| utmost Importance to very many of Your Majesty’s subjects in this

;' Province, the Proper support to he afforded for religious instruetion,

;h When the Provinee of Canada, by an Actof the Imperial Par]iamcnt,
| was divided into Upper and Lower Canada in 1791, 5 recommendatiop
| was made, by Your Majesty’s pious (,‘mndfather, that a Provision in
| lands should " be made within each of the new Provinces for the sup-
| port of a Protestant Clergy. 1In the énactment referre( to, one seventh
| of the lands, then belonging 1o the Crown, in these Pnovinces, was
I‘ required to be set apart for Religioys Purposes—and, whep the Goverp-
[ ments were organized under the new Charlcr, that Provision of the
| Imperial Statute Was carried into effeey, These lands, for many yearg
| inthe infant state of the Province, were wholly unproductive, anqd the
| support of the Church of Eugland devolved upon the Governmem, or
| Societies in England, established for the Purpose of Propagating the
| Gospel in foreign parts.  While the Province wasg chiefly 4 wildemess,
| and the Presbyterian Population confined Principally to one Section,
| few Clergymen of the Church of Scotland were required, and fow were
| induced to leave their homes anq connections to Jabor jp SO uninviting

| 8 field, By the rapid advance jp Population anq improvement, the
| demand for sueh labourers hag greatly 'Ncreased, and now the lands

set apart for religiops purposes have become of such value ags to hold
it some assuranee that the objects of i

a Pious Soverejgn may he
dccomplished. The Right of the Sovereign of the Unileﬁ Kingdom
and the Imperial Parliament to appropriate a portion of the lands of

the Crown to Religious purposes wi| scarcely bhe questioned, and to the

exercise of that Right we have always been unable to discover any
g leave to submjt to Yonr Maj

that a portion of the people of Canada canpot lcgitima!oly claim, evep

if they were disposed 1o do 80, that Landg appropriated by the British

N, Monpay, Jury 12,1852, o7

sh o oo T

A




iy
, {‘ !
i
i |
il |
i
g
! i
i
"
i

p——— == Se—

28 Minvutes oF SyNop, WiLLiaMsTowN, Monpay, JuLy 12, 1852,

Nation, because within the Province of Canada, necessarily belong to

’ > 2 . ’ 6 Yo 5
the people of Canada, and are liable to be wholly diverted from the
great and pious objects for which they were intended.

“ We regret exceedingly that efforts are being made, by some of the
Denominations of Christians in these Provinees, to obtain the sanction
of Your Majesty and of the Imperial Parliament to a measure for the
withdrawal from Religion of all support derived from these Lands and the
application of the Funds to secular purposes ; but we trust and believe
that You: Majesty’s Government are too strongly impressed with the
sacred obligation which all must feel of providing eflicient means for
the religious and moral instruction of the community to admit of such
efforts being successful. To many Congregations and people in the
remote settlements the Regular worship of God conducted by Ministers
of their Church must be in a great measure denied should the support
referred to be withdrawn. We therefore pray that Your Majesty in
the exercise of the Royal Prerogative may not be induced to depart, in
this Province, from a principle which cannot be abandoned in the
United Kingdom without shaking to their very foundation the glorious
Institutions which have exalted it as a Christian Nation.

We pray to God that Your Majesty may long reign over a free, a

loyal, and a religious people.

Signed, at Williamstown, this Twelfth Day of July, One Thou-
sand Eight Hundred and Fifty Two Years :—In Name, in
Presence, and by Appointment of the Synod of the Presby-
terian Church of Canada, in connection with the Chureh of
Scotland, by

JOHN McMORINE, Moderator.

The Address to His Excellency the Governor General, having been

engrossed for the Moderator’s signature, is as follows =

To His Excellency the Right Honorable James, Earl of Elgin and Kincar-
dine, Governor General of British North America, §c., §c., §c.

Mav 11T PLEASE YoUR EXCELLENCY :—

We, the Ministers and Elders of the Synod of the Presbyteri an
Church of Canada, in connection with the Church of Scotland, in
Synod assembled, embrace the opportunity of our Annual Meeting
azain to renew the expression of our devoted and constant attachment
to Her Majesty’s Royal Person and Government,—and also, at the same
time, to tender to Your Excellency, as Her Majesty’s Representative in
Canada, an expression of our dutiful respeet, loyalty, and submission.

The Church of Scotland, from which we are descended, and whose
name, in this Province, we bear, has always been distinguished for a
high principled attachment to the British Constitution,—for zeal and
wisdom in the advancement of Parochial Education,—and for the faith-
ful and zealous inculcation of the Apostolic admonition—* Fear God
and Honor the King.” In our sphere it will continue to be our earnest
endeavor to follow her illustrious example, by promoting, so far as in
us lies, whatever may conduce to the present improvement and well
being of our pcople, which, we are well assured, will be most effec-
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take action in this matter, or otherwise as may be deemed best for the accor
speedy attainment of this object,—and to report to next meeting of the sa
Synod. . tinue |
The Synod appointed Mr.John McMorine, Moderator,and Mr. Andrew attend
Bell, Clerk of Synod ;—and from the Presbytery of Bathurst, Mr. Alex. Presby
Mann, Mr. William Bain, Mr. Alexander Spence, Mr. John Whyte, Comm
Ministers ; Mr. John Ferguson, Mr. Malcolm McPherson, Mr. Robert are tot
Bell, Hon. Thomas McKay, Elders :—From the Presbytery of Kingston, the Cor
Dr. John Machar, Mr. Robert Neill, Mr. James Williamson, Mr. John It wa
M. Smith, Ministers ;- Mr. John Mowat, Mr. Robert Cleugh, Elders :— the Min
From the Presbytery of Toronto, Mr. Peter Ferguson, Mr. Jas. George, Lancast
Mr. John Tawse, Mr. John Barclay, Ministers ; Mr, James A. Thomson, of the S
Hon. Judge McLean, Mr. Donald Cameron, Elders :—From the Presby- ; '
bytery of Montreal, Dr. Alexander Mathieson, Mr. James C. Muir, Dr. Mr. M
John Cook, Mr. William Simpson, Mr. Robert McGill, Ministers; Mr. conjunct.
John Smith, Mr. John Thompson, Mr. George McKenzie, Elders:— The S
From the Presbytery of Glengary, Mr. John McKenzie, Mr. Hugh Urqu- Church,-;
hart, Mr. John McLaurin, Mr. Thomas McPherson, Ministers; Hon. One Tho
John McGillivray, Mr. Alexander McMartin, Mr. Angus Catianach, in the Ey
Mr. Charles P. Treadwell, Elders :—A4nd from the Presbytery of Hamil- o
ton, Mr. William King, Dr. Hugh Mair, Mr. George Bell, Mr. John B. , 10 M,
Mowat, Mr. Daniel McNee, Ministers; Mr. Timothy Cooper, Mr. singing th
Alexander D. Fordyce, and Mr. Duncan MecDougall, Elders :—To s the Apost
Commrssioners of this Synod, to the effect after mentioned ; with power
to the said Commissioners, or their quorum, which is hereby declared
to be any Five of the said Commissioners, whereof Three are always to
be Ministers, to meet in St. Andrew’s Church, at Toronto, on Wednesday,
the Twenty-Second Day of September, at Twelve o’clock, Noon : and in
St. Andrew’s Church, at Montreal, on Thursday, the Fifth Day of May
next, at Twelve o’clock, Noon: being the day after the May meeting of
the Montreal Presbytery; and oftener, when and where they shall think fit
and convenient,—the Moderator being specially empowered, should it be
found necessary to have a meeting at the usual time in winter, to call
' the said meeting at Kingston—and the Synod fully empower their said
Commissioners, or their quornm above-mentioned, to transact all busi-
ness referred to them by this Synod, and to determine in the same as
they shall see cause,—also to attend to such emergent cases as may
require immediate action on the part of the Church,—and to watch over
the general interests of the Church, that the Church do not suffer or sus-
tain any prejudice which they can prevent: Further, the said Commis-
sion is hereby empowered to receive any References and Appeals that
shall be made to them from Presbyteries, and ripen such affairs for
next Synod,—and to give all needful advice to Presbyteries, upon appli-
cation to them for that end: And in all their actings, they shall proceed
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according to the Laws of the Church, anq the
the same to next meeting of Synod,
tinue until the next meeting of Synod ; and membe

Wlu,mmsrow:v,

y shall be accountable for
And this Commission js 10 con~

Is are required to
members of the

attend the Diets of the said Commission : And such

Presbytery within whose bounds the Commission Meets, as are on the
Commissiou, are required, all of them, to attend,—and othey Presbyteries
are to take care that at least Two of their Mcmbcrs, who are nameq on
the Commissiou, shall attend,

It wag unanimously agreed that the thanks of the
the Ministers, Members, and friends of the Church
Lancaster, anqd Martimown, for the hospital ity extend
of the Synod on this occasion,

Synod be given to
in WjHiumslown,
ed tothe Members

Mr. McKenzie and Mr. MecGill,

were appointed
conjunction with the Cler]

a Commitlee, in
, 10 revise the Minutes of the present session,
The Synod appointed their next meeting 10 be helq in St. Andrew?s
Church, in the City of KiNeston, on the SEconp WEDNEsDAY 1y Jury,

One Thousand Eight Hundred ang Fifty-Three Years, at Seyen o’clock
in the Evening,
The Moderator then addressed the Synod : when, afte

singing the last half of the 122nd Psalm, the Synod w.
the Apostolic Benediction,

I' prayer, and
as closed with
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ADDRESS

OF THE

| Spnod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada

) IN CONNECTION WITH THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND,
|

|
|
|
[

TO THE MEMBERS OF THAT CHURCH,

ON

| PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY.

Prepared by the Rev. Jonn McMorixe, Ramsay, at the request of the Synod, and published
by their order, after having been examined and approved by the
Commission of Synod.

e

BELOVED BRETHREN :—

The Synod of our Church, while, under God, it trusts mainly to the
labours of its Ministers, in their respective localities, for awakening and
strengthening in you a sense of religious obligation, binding to all
Christian duties, and to your duties as Parents among others, yet
resolved, at its Jast meeting,
bility as Parents,
experience proves that there is a strong temptation to neglect it. Itis,in
fact, neglected to a woeful extent in this Province. We do not see
4 common fixedness of purpose and aim manifesting itself everywhere,
in parental care and diligence, and issuing in one glorious result, the
the enlightenment and Practical guidance of the rising generation.
There is an amount of injury done, and of guilt contracted, in this
Tespect, which no language can express. In one family children are
carefully instructed ; in the next formally and superficially ; in the next
they are totally neglected ; in the next they are educated to guilt and
crime., What a lamentable mixture! what a Miserable derangement
and confusion! Whe would not pity the poor, the helpless victims of

| s0 imperfect a system ? They are the sufferers ; they have no voice in
| the matter, They cannot change their circumstances ; they cannot
change their Parents. They grow up more ignorant of religion than
their fathers ; they grow up without any solid convictions, or settled

———
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opinions, or religious habits. They stand loose to the Church of Christ,
They are carried a wide step downwards in' the scale of religious
degeneracy, and make way for a still lower descent, in those who follow
them. But will professing Christians, will Members of the Church of
Christ, taking their places at a communion table, be accessary to these
evils? Will they give ground for the charge, that they neglect their
children? It cannot be denied, that those, who make a fair profession
in other respects, often miserably fail here ; and even the best might be
more caieful than they are. There is great need for a special commu-
nication on the snbject; and, may the Lord carry this one home to the
minds of you all, and give it practical effect.

The duties of parents are plain, and require only to be named, to
recommend themselves to the conscience of every one, who looks at
them, with candour and intelligence. They consist of family instruc-
tion, family devotion, and family government. These are means obyi-
ously conducive to one great end—the end which parents should have
in view,—the eternal salvation of their children. It is for the perform-
ance of these duties, that parents are responsible. And that word
responsible may well have a solemn sound in their ears. Responsibility
carries us forward to the great day of judgment, when all our conduct,
and all its effects are completed, and the whole becomes a subject of
trial and decision before God and an assembled universe. And how
will you stand that account if you neglect your children? Most parents
have an awe upon their spirits, when they hear of their responsibility.
But they frequently shut their ears that they will not hear. They
despair of fulfilling their duty, and therefore avoid the full sense of their
obligation. But this is the way to shift duty, not to perform it. The
more proper course is to call in the aid of every consideration, that may
tell upon the practice. And it is hoped you will thus act, as we pro-
ceed to show the greatness of your responsibility.

And the first consideration we shall urge, is the interest at stake.
As professing Christians, you are prepared to take a proper view of these
interests. You know that a child is, at once, born immortal, and a lost
sinner. These facts are but dimly seen through the feebleness and help-
lessness of infancy. They are utterly unknown to the little subject him-
self. But they are not the less true, and ought not the less to be realised by
parents. That tender babe has a soul of incalculable value—a soul
that shall, one day, shine in all the beauties of holiness, or wear the
horrid characters of matured and full grown corruption ; that will, one
day, rival angels in glory, or devils in degradation ; that will, one day,
take its flight to the mansions of eternal light and joy, or descend to
the regions of utter darkness and despair. For such souls, a Saviour
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4 ADDRESS ON PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY.

by a natural affection, which you cannot resist. He has bound them to
you by an instinct almost equally strong. He has provided in you
what the child wants in himself. He has made you his superior in
knowledge, wisdom, energy, resolution, and strength.  He puis the
child into your hands, the moment it is born ; he gives you the lead of
all other influences ; he gives you the mind of the child entirely empty
that you may f£ill it—he has made its simplicity, its confidence, its
reverence, its love, and its whole nature, to open up facilities for your
success. He has made it weak in body and mind, to favour your
authority and government. He has made it dependent,—consciously
dependent on you, for support and protection, to render it still more at your
command. He has placed it in the same house with you, often in your
presence ; almost always accessible, and habitually under your inspec-
tion. Its fate, its character, its habits, are linked to you, in a manner
inseparable. Your neglect is its certain loss—your care, its certain gain.
It is actually learning from you every day. Its character is moulding
on yours. The world of parents are giving shape moral and religious
to the world of children, in apite of themselves. They may prevent the
shape from being a good one, but they cannot prevent it from being
given, in one way or other. God has made children peculiarly open to
impressions, and he has made these impressions peculiarly ineffaceable,
They strike deep into the young heart, especially when they are hallow-
ed and strengthened by every tie of endearment, that binds a child to a
parent. They are laid at the foundation ; they are laid, as it were, under
ground, and are not easily reached by the hand of the destroyer. It is
as if nature itself were partly forming in early youth ; as if the image
derived from the parent were not complete until the stamp of his domes-
tic influence was communicated. What a call then do a parent’s obli-
gations, as manifested by his opportunities and advantages, and the
degree in which the eternal interests of his children are suspended on
his conduet, make upon him, to consult these interests in his whole
deportment.

But you are not left to infer your duties from your circumstances,
however clearly and certainly you may do so.  There is laid before you
all the responsibility involved in bringing the subjects of an express
command of God. The Lord himself hath spoken, and all reasoning,
excuses and objections, however plausible, must yield before his sov-
ereign mandate. If you are Christians indeed, you will need nothing
more than the explicit declaration of God’s will. That will is signified to
us by injunctions and examples, by God’s approval of those who attend to
the duties of family religion, and denunciation of those who neglect them,
&c. Space will not allow us to quote ; but we refer you to the following
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passages. For Family Instruction, see De
xxviii. 9; Ps, Ixxvii
Devotion,

ut. iv. 9 and vi, 6,75 1 Chron.
i. 5=7; Prov. xxii. 6; Eph. vi. 4. For Family
see Gen. xxviii, 1—4., and xlviij, 15, 16; Job i. 5;
2 Sam. vi, 20; Jer. x. 255 Zech. xii. 10—14, For Family Govern-
ment, Discipline, Example, see Gen. Xviii, 19, and xliy. 33; 1 Sam.
lii. 11—14 ; 1 Tim. iii. 4; Prov. xix. 18, and xxii, 15, and xxix, 15—17;
Col. iii. 21 ; Ps. ci. 2.

No language can enforce diligence, perseverence, and laborjous zeal,
in the work of religious education, more strongly than the word of God.
He has laid a stress on it, which evidently shows, that youth is especi-
ally his own season for working. He calls upon parents to work, because
he intends to work along with them. Why otherwise should he be so
urgent?  Why should he promise success ? Why should he bind
children so strictly in obe Why should his bless-
parents to thousandy of genera-
e does work chiefly in youth,
are by far the most numerous ; and even late
often be traced to impressions received under a
There are few men of celebrity in the rel
who have not acknowledged the
parents. On the other hand,

visits the iniquity of the

dience to their parents,
ing be declared to flow down from pious
tions? It is a well known fact that h
Instances of early piety
conversions can very
parent’s roof, gious world,
ir obligations to the Pious care of theijr
there is not a Plainer case, in which God
fathers upon the children, than in that of a
neglected religious education. All means used to reclaim such chjld-
ren, afterwards, are often unavailing,

They plunge into an element
of ungodliness,

out of which they never emerge, bat sink deeper and
deeper till death seals them over to unchangeable woe. Byt Christian
parents are responsible, not only because God has made them so, but
also by a positive act of their own, This, at least, is the case with you.
Ou the baptism of your children, you acknowledged, you assumed all
the responsibility of which we have been speaking. Your own vows and
ehgagements constitute a new and distinet obligation, which, though
many reduce it to a mere form, stands out in aj] its innate strength and
sanctity in the judgment of God. This, you will find, when you come
loanswer to him for the manner in which you have fulfilled your
engagements. Beware Jest your own vows witness against you on the
last day,

But you are responsible, not only to God, but to a]] whose
interests are affected by your conduet.

conscience, which wil] condemn you anc
in neglect of so Plain and so great

rights and
You are responsible to your own
1 destroy your peace, if you live
a duty as that which we recommend.

A heavy condemnation from your own consciences will fall upon you

now ; heavier when your children grow up, regardless of God and dis-
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respectful to yourselves, and pass into a life of profligacy and crime ;
heaviest of all, when they are lost for eternity. You are responsible to
other parents and children. You and your children come in, as dele-
terious ingredients, to poison the good effects wrought by others. You
are responsible to futuie generations, on whom you are entailing irreli-
gion and vice. Your evil influences may be propagated through
thousands of years. You are responsible to the Church, whom you rob
of her members and office-bearers. Pious families are the nurseries of
the Church. With no family religion, no early seriousness, whence is
the Church to get her members? Whence is she to obtain her Ministers?
It is when young men are about to leave the parental roof that they
usually choose a profession. With piety generally prevailing in families,
a goodly proportion would be inclined to the high calling of winning
souls to Christ. Our Church at this moment looks mainly to you for an
increase of labourers. She regards her present want of Ministers asa sad
proof of parental delinquency. The Church is languishing, Congre-
gations are sfarving through the want of family religion. The young
are brought up with tastes and habits altogether alien to the sacred pro-
fession, or even to common membership in the Church of Christ. You
are responsible to society at large. The alienation of parents from their
children, seen in the general neglect of religious obligations, paves the
way for the most blasting curse, with which God visits the nations. A
nation may thrive and enjoy many of the blessings ef civilized life,
that has never heard of Christianity. But when it has once been Chris-
tianized, and has got the mental stimulus and enlargement, which
Christianity imparts, and afterwards renounces the faith, no language
can describe the dreadful results. Because they like not to refain God
in their knowledge, he gives them over to vile affections. Their
unbridled passions are excited to fury and frenzy. The whole commu-
nity is convulsed, and becomes a scene of riot, anarchy, and blood.
Now, if parents neglect their duty to their children, religion will infal-
libly lose hold of the public mind ; and its absence will give rise to
these terrible consequences.

Upon the whole, then, it is plain that your responsibility is of the
most grave and solemn kind; and it is emphatically so in this country,
Here, there is a special necessity that the principles of your children
should be well established in youth. Here, there is such a mixture of
right principleand wrong prineiple producing a general laxity and indif-
ference, that even those who were nursed in the bosom of pious families
at home, and had long lived under the restraints of religion, are seen to
give way and draw back unto perdition. What then can be expected of
the young, who grow up untaught and uncared for, in the midst of the
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unhappy influences ? Fe

arful results wil] Yet come out of the neglect
of family religion in this

Province. Saints will weep, and devils will
triumph, over these results. The Church, the State, will yet have to

grapple with them. Parents themselves will encounter them, Yea they

are encountering some of them already. They often find themselves

despised and cruelly abandoned by their own offspring ; and they should
receive such treatment as a just punishment for their sin, in not bringing

their children under the chastening and subduing influence of religion.
But, it is also to be remarked, that there are hundreds of localities in this
country, that are, in a great measure, deprived of public ordinances $
and how is Chrislianity to maintain itself there in the absence of family
religion? The instructions, the devotions, the discipline and govern-
ment of the family may be kept up everywhere ; and if they are kept up
they form a grand reserve, upon which religion may fall hack and be up-
held in remote settlements. But with no religion in the fam,

quence must be, the virtual extinetion of Christian;
immedialely, yet in a very short time.
But we beseech you, for conscience
the Church’s sake,
responsibilities,

2 conse-
ty altogether, if not
We cannot, however, enlarge,
sake, for your children’s sake, for
for your own sake, for God’s sake, listen to these your
If you have never ‘begun before, begin now all your
parental du!ies,‘instruclion, devotion, government.  Omit nope of
them. Make no excuses, raise no objections,
it is one of the greatest dutie
attained properly before you.

system.

knowledge, more personal religion, to fit you

glorious results, And now, may the grace
be with you all,—Amen,

The duty is imperative 3
s that lies upon you. Set the end to be

Seek steadfastly to reach ijt,
Be deeply in earnest—seek all ne

Act upon a
edful prepuration,—more
for the duty ; think of the
of our Lord Jesus Christ
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