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ON THE INSPECTION OF COMMON SCHOOLS.

EnUCTIos OFFICE, Toronto, 27th April, 1848.
SIR :

On the all-important subject of School Inspection, I am anxious to

furnish to District Superintendents and Visitors of Common Schools the best

suggestions.

As you have for many years been an Inspector of Schools in Ireland, and

subsequently the Head-Inspector of the Inspectors themselves, I should be

glad to be favoured, for insertion in the Journal of Education, with any obser-

vations which you may think proper to make on the Inspection of Schools.

I have the honour to be, Sm,

Your obedient Servant,
E. RYERSON.

T. J. ROBERTSON, ESQUiRE,

Head-Moaster of the Normal School for Upper Canada.

NORMAL SCHOOL, Toronto, May 7th, 1848.
SIR:

In accordance with the request contained in your note of the 27th

ult., I proceed to offer a few observations, dictated by long experience, on the

niecessity and nature of School Inspection, and the best method of exercisimg it.

Among the various important subjects of consideration occupying the atten-

tion of the civilized portion of mankind, during the last quarter of a century,
few have attained a greater pre-eminence in public estimation than national

education, and the fact that so many enlightened governients and able and

learned individuals have directed their attention to it, has necessarily rendered

it a subject of deep and serious contemplation to every one anxious for the

welfare of the State or the future prospects of his family.

The connexion of popular education with the government of the state, and
tl' advantages to 4e derived in a free country from rendering it an object of
state policy and a question to be dealt with by a representative legislature,
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present it to our thoughts in a variety of novel phases, and introduce us to
the consideration of various details, that would otherwise have scarcely entered
into our calculations. Among these are the nature and necessity of inspection
or superintendence, and the best mode of exercising it.

The legitimate end of school inspection is to obtain the most thorough infor-
mation possible on all points connected with the school, and, though local cir-
cumstances may occasionally limit and modify the species and amount of the
information required, yet, as the essential quality of a school is the instruction
of the pupils in the different departnents of education, the first and principal
point in the inspection of schools is a careful enquiry into the amount and
quality of that instruction. In addition to this, there is a variety of other
matters to be attended to. All the statistics of the school should be carefully
examined into, such as the number of pupils on the books at the date of inspec-
tion, the highest number belonging to the school during the previous six months,
the average attendance during that period or since the foregoing visit, the
numbers learning the different branches, the rates and amount of payment, if
a pay school, &c. The state of the house and furniture also should be looked
to, paçticularly with reference to repair and neatness, the supply of requisites
and school apparatus noted, and the deficiencies accurately ascertained ; and the
description of books in use by the children examined, in order to prevent the
introduction of any of an improper character, and to encourage a sufficient
supply of those best adapted to the purpose. Too much pains also cannot be
bestowed on the character and qualifications of the Teacher ; these matters
were of course attended to before his appointment ; still, at every visit of a
Superintendent, they should be taken note of, as a Teacher may fall into habits
of immorality or neglect highly prejudicial to his school, or may omit to use the
requisite exertion for his own improvement. A Superintendent should also
watch closely the demeanour and bearing of the pupils in the school, with the
view of ascertaining the mode of control adopted by the Teacher, whether it
is merely harshness, with its attendant slavish fear and sullen submiission, or
good-humoured firmness, with its concomitant, willing obedience. Such parti-
culars will aid him in forming a just estimate of the attention paid to the moral
training of the pupils, for which purpose he should also sec them at their
sports, if possible.

Such are the chief points of enquiry in the discharge of the duty of a local
Superintiendent.

Of the necessity of a careful inspection of schools established hy the State
for the education of tbe people, no reasonable doubt can be entertained, were it
only on the ground that the conduct of all who receive the public money sholuld
be in some shape or other open to superintenlence. It is improssible to conceive
the great mass of the actual instruments of such educition, I mean the Teachers
of Common or National Schools, to be placed ini a position, in which they
would not be materially benefited by sucb supervision. No one will deny, that
a-nong so many individuals discharring c omparatively subordinate thougli
honourable duties, there must be some for whom a system of surveillance is
necessary ; while even the best can scarcely be supposed so highly qualified
au not occasionally to require the advice and instruction of those, whose supe-
rior acquirements and experience have rendered them competent to affurd such
assistance. Besides, in all extended systems, whether applied to education or
net, the experience of the world has unifermly proved th necessity of soime



por apptr tanabia'. 131

such machinery, and instances can be quoted in the history of state education,

where unexpected enquiry has revealed gross neglect of duty,'to say the least,

even among those whose social position alone might be considered a guarantee

for honesty of action.
The most important subject of consideration, however, is the method of

inspectin g.
Although local circumstances or official requirements may limit the duties

of a Superintendent, and direct bis attention to particular details to the exclu-

sion of others, vet, speaking in general terms, as regards schools established

Urnd supported by public funds for the education of the people, a careful and

lccurate enquiry into the literary progress of the scholars is so essential, that

I look upon in4pection without it as a farce, I conceive it becomes highly

hnportant to ascertain the most advantageous method of conducting such

'nquirv. This method can, I think, be pointed out in a few words ;-the

Superintendent, at each visit, shrould examine ail the classes in every depart-

Inent of edocation in wlici they may be receiving instruction. Of these

1ananinations le should keep careful notes to enable him to compare the result

nf aci with that of the preceding.

These notes should have reference to ail the details connected with the school,

b1 t more especiaily to the number of pupils engaged in the different branches

of studv, and their proficiency in each. By this means the Superintendent

'il1 he emnalÂd to form a tolerably accurate estimate of the progress of the

schrool in ail essential particulars.

In forning such an estimate, lowever, various particulars should be taken

a0to account-sucl as the general backwardness or otherwise of the locality,

the previois habits of the children, and above al], the regularity or irregularity

of the attendance : ail of which have a direct influence on the advancement

of the schrool. Perhaps the most active of tiese is the nature of the attend-

rance, and a few observations thereon may not be deemed irrelevant.

There are very mnany circumstances materially affecting the attendance of

Pupils at Comon Schools. In some places the labor of the children is so

valuable on tihe farm or in the house, that they cannot be spared ; occasionally

insuf1icient clotiiig is the alleged excuse : but in nost instances the real cause

i the apathy of the parents, which is suci as to render them altogether indif-

ferent to the subject. This is unhappily too freqentily the case. In ail the

grades of life, persons are to be found ready to overlook or negliect the import-

"nce of those details which do not appear to affect their interests immediately.

Alany otlhervise sufficiently enlightened, fancy theniselves altogether uninte-

rested in the measures adopted for the moral and intellectual culture of the

Youth of both sexes of their fellow-countrymen, because perhaps they chance

tO be without children, or in a position not likely to render them direct partici-

Pators in the operation of such measures, forgetting altogether that few public

mneasures have a more specific and powerful influence on the well-being of

'society than the nature ard extent of national edication ; and such persons

strenuiously objecto i undergoing trouble or difficulty in the cnuse, on the ground

that it does not immediatelv affect themselves, thorugi tihey do lot refuse to

aid in the support of numerous other public arrangements equally indirect in

their application, but which happen to be more familiar.

A very petty example of a similar line of conduct is afforded by numerous



uneducated parents, who, conceiving that they have been tolerably successful
without education, cannot be persuaded of the advautages to be derived by
their children from that inestimable gift ; and this feeling is usually the imme-
diate cause of that irregularity of attendance, which so frequently obstructe
the progress of rural schools, and renders it so difficult for an Inspector to
form a just estimate of that progress.

It will often occur, that, of twelve children preent in a certain clase at one
examination, only one-third will be found at the following, though the class may
be greatly increased in numbers. Under such circumstances, of course, a
Superintendent can form little or no judgment of the improvement of that class,
the majority being pupils whom he has not before examined ; and he will have
to consult the records of the school to ascertain the number on whose answer-
ing he may depend to enable him to form a comparative estimate. Indeed it
will be found useful in every instance, before commencing the examination of
a class, to scrutinize the roll and observe how far the different individuals of
the class have attended regularly or otherwise. If the Superintendent do not
possess some information on this point, he can scarcely fail to do injustice to
the Teacher, who is accountable for the improvement of the scholars, but
whose eforts must necessarily be materially impeded by the irregularity alluded
to. It is the more requisite also to attend to this particular, as inefficient oreareless Teachers perpetually quote the defect in question as a cause for the
backwardness of their pupils.

In conducting the literary examination, great care and attention are requisite.
A mere series of questions on the particular subject under consideration is by
no means all that is necessary. The duty of a Superintendent of Schools is
not merely to ascertain the acquirements and improvement of the pupils, but to
afford information to the Teacher on every point connected with the manage-
ment of his school; and one of the most important of these points is the mode
of teaching. Presuming therefore, that in schools supported by public funde,
a uniform system is recommended, and on experience of its efficacy, finally
adopted, that system, whatever it may be, the Superintendent should exemplifrin hie examination of each class. In this way his visits can be made far more
essentially useful than they would be, were his efforts limited exclusively to
the collection of such information as would enable him to furnish the desired
report. He can, in many instances, aid the Teacher in supplying the defects
arising from want of training. This may be made peculiarly useful to those
who, from age, insufficient pecuniary resources, or other causes, are unable to
attend a Normal School.

And here I may mention the two particulars on which the well-being of a
school may be said chiefly to depend, and which should consequently clairn
special attention from the Superintendent ; they are, mechanical and intellec-
tual training. In the former are included alI the various details of discipline,
the classification of the pupils, a careful division of time for each object of
study, regularity in passing to and from the desks, mode of standing when
engaged in any lesson, particularly the due inculcation of habite of neatness
and order, &.c. Intellectual training enables the Teacher to address himself
to and educate ail the faculties of the mind, instead of depending altogether
on the memory. It is exercised to most advantage in classes, and the great
secret then is, to awaken and keep alive attention, which may eauily be effected

132 36=81,11 atMuattenu
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by a spirited energetic method and unvarying good temper on the part of the

Teacher. Whenever such a mode of teaching by lecture is adopted, each indi-

Vidual of a large class, will be found to learn more speedily and with greater

tee to himself, than he would alone.

To all these points the attention of the Superintendent should be carefully

directed. Besides examining the classes himself, ho should require the Teacher

to give instruction in his presence, with the view of being enabled to form a

Satisfactory estimate of his efficiency, ho should endeavour to make each visit a

source of gratification to the pupils, and in general require the school during hie

inspection to go as nearly as possible through its usual daily course. For this

Purpose ho should cali out each class himself, observe how far the pupils adhere

to the required discipline and show themselves familiar with it from constant

Practice, coming out from their seats without confusion, and arranging them-

Selves in their accustomed places with regularity and precisi«o. He should

ascertain by personal examination, not merely the literary progress of the

classes, but how far that progress has been produced by the adoption of the

Proposed system. He should ho careful to do all this without entertainiag,
and above all, without exhibiting, any suspicion of the Teacher's efficiency.

Certainly the more fact of the necessity of inspection on the one hand infors

the possibility of neglect on the other; but it would ho most ungracious and

unfair to proceed at once, as if impressed with the conviction that such neglect

existed.

Al this can ho effected by the exercise of good humoured kindness, coupled

With firmness and tact ; indeed I know no qualifications more essentially neces-

@ary for a Superintendent of Schools than these. I have known Inspectors,

Partly from natural temperament, partly from a mistaken desire to discharge
tieir duty strictly, exhibit so much harshness in the course of their visita, as

%bsolutely to terrify both scholars and Teacher, and consequently in the end to

leave the school with a most unfavourable impression of its merits. This is in

every sense unjust and unwise, and should ho most carefully avoided. The

Teacher should invariably be treated with courtesy and respect, particularly in

Presence of hie scholars, and whenever a Superintendent may deem it noces-
5ary to find fault, it should always be in private, and with kindness as well as

firmness ; any other course will lessen the Teacher's authority and consequently

impede his utility. Besides being a public servant, the Teacher, as well as

the Superintendent, is an officer appointed by law to administer the systei

under which they both act, and no difference of official rank ahould for an

instant be admitted as an excuse for a harsh and overbearing el'ercise of

aUthority.
In addition to his actual duties in the school, as above alladed to, a Super-

intendent should endeavour to make himself acquainted with the feeling of the

neighbourhood on the subject of education, with the view of removing preju-

dice, supporting the authority of the Teacher where necessary, and obtaining

'ch local information as will enable him to afford valuable advice and sugges-

tons on the occurrence of occasional difficulties. The more kindly feeling a

Superintendent exhibits towards the Teachers and pupils in his district, and

the more anxious h. shows himself for their welfare, the more efficient and

''able will hie services be, provided of course that ho i. in other respecta
%ompetent.
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In the arrangement of a system of school inspection, there are two material
points deserving of consideration ; one is, the number of inspections that should
be given in each year, and the other, the propriety of giving previous notice of
each visit. On both these, but little deliberation is requisite to enable any one
of sufficient experience to arrive at a correct conclusion.

State educational establishments have, I believe, in general commenced with
only one inspection in the year. I witnessed the experiment for a period of
six years, and have no -hesitation in pronouncing it a failure. It may produce
certain requisite statistical returns, but is comparatively worthless in the
grand objects of affording encouragement to the Teachers and Pupils, and
examining sufficiently into the nature and extent of their literary progress :
besides, if the system to be acted on be of a nature to require a strict adherence
to certain rules, a merely annual inspection must be clearly ineffective in
enforcing it. For these purposes fewer than four inspections each vear will
be found insufficient. I speak with reference exclusively to the superintendence
of the appointed officers, and without consideration of the visits of individdals
or committees in the neighbourhood locally interested. Such, doubtless, should
always be encouraged, provided they do not afford opportunity for undue inter-
ference on the part of ignorant or inexperienced persons. The ability to dis-
cuss with advantage, and judge with sagacity, of the efficiency of systems of
teaching and the organization of schools, requiros considerable experience, and
no system, whether applied to education or anytiing else, can be carried out
successfully, when unqualified persous attempt to overrule and control it.
Let it be satisfactorily shownl to be advantageous to the comnunity, and ilei
vigorously worked.

With reference to the other point, the expediency of giving previous notice.
I have no hesitation in stating my conviction, that such a practice must, to a
certain extent, defeat some of the objects of inspection : one of which confessedly
is to see the school in its every day working order, otherwise the inspector is
deceived, and a false impression produced on his mind. Lt is scarcely possible
for the best Teacher, if informed of the intended visit of the Superintendent,
to avoid preparing for it, and the more carefully in proportion to his anxietv
to produce a satisfactory resuilt. He has the school-room cleaned up, the
children warned to attend punctually, and their personial appearance specially
looked to. le also sends round to collect ail his srholars, and thus the school
is exhibited under the aspect it may be made to assume by undue preparation
for a particular purpose, but which may be, and usually is, very different from
its general condition ; and the Tencher unconsciously injures himself by
introducing among his classes a number of children, belonging doubtlesslv to
the school, but who, having attended irregularly, and been called in onlv for
that particular day, are unable to answer with the requisite precision. More-
over, such a mode is apt to foster a system of general slovenliness by affording
opportunities for preparation on show days, and also offers to ill inclined
Teachers great facilities for deception. Nor can any Teacher justly complain
that by not receiving previous notice he is defrauded of the means of exhibiting
his school to the best advantage ; the true test of the superiority of his school
undoubtedly being its fitness for inspectiun at any moment. Mýîoreover,
Teachers should recolleet, that the object of such inspection is not to afford
them opportulities for display, but to procure satisfactory evidence as to the
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real state of the schools for those appointed to administer for the publie benefit
the funds allocated by the state for the education of the people.

I am aware that the mode of inspection now described in general terms

Would occupy considerable time ; in fact, a well-organized school of fifty

children cannot be satisfactorily examined under two hours and a half ; and

one of a similar size, but undisciplined and under a Teacher unaccustomed to

irnproved methods of teaching, would require a much longer space, from the

necessity of affording to such a Teacher the requisite information and instruc-
tion. But I have spoken throughout with reference to inspection in general,

Without limitation to any particular country, and under the conviction that

the important and onerous duties of school inspection in a large district are

sufficieut to occupy the time and engross the attention as thoroughly as can

Possibly be the case in any other profession.

I have purposely avoided touching on the official details connected with

inspection, such as the nature of Superintendents' Reports, the mode of making

them most effectively useful, &c., as these are extraneous matters which must

depend altogether on the arrangement of the system. I have also omitted to

advert to the duties of Superintendents with reference to religious instruction,

n1otwithstanding its extreme importance, as such duties must, from the nature

Of the subject, be regulated by different considerations.

I have endeavoured to render the foregoing observations as practical as

Possible ; they are the result of many years' experience in the duties of actual

inspection, in the management of a department having charge of all the details

connected with the subject, and finally in the capacity of Chief Inspector, in

Which it was part of my duty to report and direct the mode in which the

local Superintendents discharged their duty.

I have the honour to be, Sin,
Your very obedient Servant,

THOS. J. ROBERTSON,
Head Master Provincial Normal School, Toronto.

Tu'ir REv. EGERTON RYERSON, D. D.,
Chief Supcrintentdent of Schools, U. C.

L1BRARIES-STUDY-MEANS AND AIDS TO SELF-EDUCATION.

To the important truths in the following Essay, we earnestly invite the atten-

tion of our readers. The writer, erthusiastically beloved in his native land,

w'as a mari of generous impulses and of ardent views. A marked exception

to that chilling, general fact, that "a prophet is not without honour save in

his own country ;" he was one of the leading, guiding spirits of bis country-

Tmen. His career was short, but brilliant ; and never was a tribute of affection

and esteemn so touchingly paid to the memory of a noble and virtuous man as

that which marked the last sad obsequies of this gifted writer-THos. OsBo"NE

DvIS. Peers, distinguished commoners, and the cloistered scholars of the Uni-

versity of his native city, gathered around his mournful bier, and followed the

ernains of their gentle brother to his final resting place, Mount Jerome, Dublin.
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In order to adapt it more especially to our own country, and to direct attention
more fixedly to the general and earnest truths which it contains, we have
thought it necessary to make a few slight verbal alterations

I. LIBRARIES AN. STUY.

Beside a library, how poor are all the other greatest deeds of nan-his
constitution, brigade, factory, man-of-war-cathedral-how poor are all miracles
in comparison ! Look at that wall of motley calf-skin, open those slips of
inked rags-who would fancy them as valuable as the rows of stamped cloth
in a warehouse ? Yet Aladdin's lamp was a child's kaliedoscope in comparison.
There the thoughts and deeds of the most efficient men during the three thou-
sand years are accumulated, and every one who will learn a few conventional
signs-24 (magic) letters-can pass at pleasure from Plato to Napoleon, from
the Argonauts to the Affghans, from the woven mathematics of La Place to
the mythology of Egypt and the lyrics of Burns. Young reader ! pause steadily,
and look at this fact till it blaze before you ; look till your imagination sum-
mon up even the few acts and thoughts named in the last sentence ; and when
these visions-from the Greek pirate to the shepherd Scotchman-have begun
to dim, solemnly resolve to use these glorious opportunities, as one whose breast
has been sobbing at the far sight of a mountain, resolve to cliinb it, and already
strains and exults in his purposed toil.

Throughout the country, at this moment, thousands are consulting how tu
obtain and use books. We feel painfully anxious that this noble purpose should
be well directed. It is possible that these sanguine young men, who are
wildly pressing for knowledge may grow weary or be misled-to their own
and our country's injury. We intend, therefore, to put down a few hints and
warnings for them. Unless they, themselves, ponder and discuse these hints
and warnings, they they will be useless, nay, worse than useless.

On the selection and purchase of books, it is liard to say what is useful
without going into detail. Carlyle says that a library is the true University
of our days, where every sort of knowledge is brought together to be studied ;
but the student needs guides in the library as much as in the University. He
does not need rules nor rulers ; but light and classification. Let a boy loose
in a library, and if he have years of leisure and a creative spirit he will come
out a master mind. If he have the leisure without the original spring he will
become a book-worm-a useful help, perhaps, to his neighbours, but himself a
very feeble and poor creature. For one man who gains weapons from idle
reading, we know twenty who losetheir simplicity without getting strength, and
purchase cold recollections of other men's thoughts by the sacrifice of nature.

Just as men are bewildered and lost from want of guides in a large library,
s0 are others fron an equal want of direction in the purchase of a small one.
We know from bitter experience how much money it costs a Young man tOget a sufficient library. Still more hard should we think it for a club of young
men or teachers to do so. But worse than the loss of noney are the wearines5
from reading dulil and shallow books, the corruption from reading vicious, extra-
vagant and confused books, and the waste of time and patience from reading
idle and impertinent books. The renedy is not by sayinrg 'this book yoU
shall rcad, and this other you shall not read under penalty ;' but by inducin1g



students te regard their self-education solemnly, by giving them information
on the classification of books, and by setting them te judge authors vigorously
and for themselves.

Booksellers, especially in small towns, exercise no small influence in the
ehoice of books-yet they are generally unfit to do so. They are like agents
for the sale of patent medicines-knowing the prices but not the ingredients,
Ilor the comparative worth of their goods, yet puffiing them for the commission
sake.

If some competent person would write a book on books, he would do the
World a great favour ; but he had need to be a man of caution, above political
bias, or personal motive, and indifferent to the outcries of party. Todd's
'Student's Manual,' Vericour's 'Modern French Literature,' and the like, are
rther childish affairs, though better than nothing. McCullough's 'Rise and
Study of History' is, on its peculiar subject, a book of much value. Men will
difFer in judging the style; but it honestly, learnedly, and in a suggestive,
Candid way examines the great histories from Herodotus down. We wish te
8ee it more generally in the people's hands. Occasionally one meets in a
Iteview a comprehensive and just estimate of the authorities on some subject;
but most of these periodicals are written for some party or interested purpose,
and are not trustworthy. Hallam's 'Literature of Europe,' Sismondi and
Schlegel are guides of the highest value in the formation of a large library,
but we fear their general use in this country is remote.

One of the first mistakes a young, ardent student falls into is, that he can
laster all knowledge. The desire for universal attainment is natural and

glorious ; but he, who feels it, is in danger of hurrying over a multitude of
books, and confusing himself into the belief that he is about to know every-
thing because he has skimmed many things.

Another evil is apt to grow out of this. A young man who gets a name for
i great variety of knowledge is often ashamed to appear ignorant of what he
does not know. He is appealed to as an authority, and instead of manfully
n"d wisely avowing his ignorance, he harangues from the title-page, or skil-
tully parades the opinions of other men as if they were his own observations.

Looking through books in order to talk of them is one of the worst and com-
o11nest of vices. It is an acted lie, a device to conceal laziness and ignorance,

or to compensate for wit ; a stupid device too, for it is soon found out, the
etnPloyer of it gets the character of being a literary cheat, he is thought a
pretender, even when well-informed, and a plagiarist when most original.
* Iteading te consume time is an honest but weak employment. It is a posi-

tIve disease with multitudes of people ; they crouch in corners, going over
",,vels and biographies at the rate of two volumes a-day, when they would
have been far better employed in digging or playing shuttlecock. Still it is

ard to distinguish between this long-looking through books and the voracity
of a curious and powerful mind gathering stores which it will afterwards
erange and use. Indeed, the highest reading of all (what we may name epic
%ding) is of this class. When we are youngest and heartiest we read tbus,

he fate and passions of men are all in all te us ; for we are then true-lovers
c1eandidates for laurel crowns, assured Liberators and conquerors of the earth,

rival. of archangels perchance in our dreams. We never pause then upon the
artistirc excellence of a book, we never try te look at and realize the scenery

#or appertaaa. 187
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or soinds described (if the author make them clear, well and good-if not; no
matter)-we hurry on to the end of the shipwreck, or the battle, the court-
ship, or the journey, palpitating for one hero's fate, This, we repeat, is the
highest kind of reading.

This sort of reading is most common in human narrative.

Earnest readers of science read their books at first as ordinary people do
their histories, or novels-for the plot.

Some of us can recollect the zealous rush through a fresh book on mathe-
matics or chemistry to know the subtle scheme of reasoning, or understand the
just unveiled secrets of nature-as we read ' Sinbad the Sailor' or ' Mungo
Park's Travels.'

But most readers of science read in order to use it. They try to acquire
command over each part for convenience sake, and not from curiosity or love.
All men who persevere in science do this latter mainly ; but ail of them retain
or acquire the epic spirit in reading, and we have seen a dry lawyer swallow
a stiff treatise, not thinking of its use in his arguments, but its intrinsic beauty
of system and accuracy of logic.

He who seeks to make much use, too, of narrative literature (be it novel,
poem, drama, history, or travel) must learn scientific, as well as epic, reading.

He need not formally criticise and review every book, still less need he
pause on every sentence and word till the full meaning of it stands before him.

But ho must often do this. He must analyse as well as enjoy. He must
consider the elements as well as the argument of a book just as, long dwelling
on a landscape, he will begin to know the trees and rocks, the sun-flooded
hollow, and the cloud-crowned top which go to make the scene-or, to use a
more illustrative thought-as one, long listening to the noise on a summer
day, cornes to separate-and mark the bleat of the lamb, the hoarse caw of the
crow, the song of the thrush, the buzz of the bee, and the tinkle of the brook.

Doing this deliberately is an evil to the mind whether the subject be nature
or books. The evil is not because the act is one of analysis, though that has
been said. It is a proof of higher power to combine new ideas out of what il
before you, or to notice conbinations not at first obvious, than to distinguish
and separate. The latter tends to logic, which is our humblest exorcise of
mind, the former to creation which is our highest. Yet, analysis is not an un-
healthy act of mind, nor is the process we have described always analytical.

The evil of deliberate criticism is, that it generates scepticism. Of course
we do not mean· religious, but general scepticism. The process goes on till
one sees only stratification in the slope, gases in the stream, cunning tissues
in the face, associations in the mind, and an astronomical machine in the sky.
A more miserable state of soul no mortal ever suff'ered than this. But an earnest
man, living and loving vigourously, is in little danger of this condition, nor doeO
it last long with any man of strong character.

Another evil, confined chiefly to men who write or talk for effect, is that
they becone spies (as EmerAon cails them) on Nature. They do not wonder
at love, or hate what they see. AIl books and men are arsenals to ho used, or,
more properly stores to be plundered by them. But their punishment is sharP-
They love insight into the godlier qualities, they love the sight of sympathl'
and become conscious actors of a poor farce.



Happy is he who judges and knows books, and nature, and men, (himself
included,) spontaneously or frorn early training-whose feelings are assessors
With his intellect, and who is thoroughly in earnest. An actor or a spy is weak
as well as wretched ; yet it may be needful for him who was blinded by the
low principles, the tasteless rules, and the stupid habits of his family and
teachers, to face this danger, deliberately to analyze his own and others' nature,
deliberately to study how faculties are acquired and results produced, and thus
Cure himself of blindness, and deafness, and dumbness, and become a man
Observant and skilful. He will suffer much, and run great danger, but if he
go through this faithfully, and then fling himself into action and undertake
responsibility, he shall be great and happy.

Il. MEANS AND AIDS TO SELF-EDUcATION.

"What gond were it for me to manufacture perfect iron, while my own breast is full
Of dross? Vhat would it stead me to put properties of land in order while I am at van-
ance with myself? To speak it in a word; the cultivation of my individual self, here as
I am, has, from my youth upwards, been constantly though dimly my wish and my
Purpose.

" Men aie so inclined to content thernselves with what is commonest; the spirit and
the senses so easily grow dead to the impressions of the beautiful and perfect ; that
every one should study to nourish in his mind the faculty of feeling these things by
every method in his power. For no man can bear to be entirely deprived of such enjoy-
4ents ; it is only because they are not used to taste of what is excellent, that the gene-
rlhty of people take delight in silly and insipid things, provided they be new. For this
reason, he would add, ' one ought every day at least to hear a little song, read a good
Poem, see a fine picture, and, if it were possible, to speak a few reasonable words.' "-
Goette

We have often been asked by certain of the local popular Societies of the
day to give them advice on Self-Education. Lately we promised one of these
bodies to write some hints, as to how the members of it could use their asso-
ciation for their mental improvement.

We said, and say again, that these Societies can be made use of by the
People for their instruction as well as pleasure. Assemblies of any kind are
11ot the best places either for study or invention. Home or solitude are better
ý-home is the great teacher. In domestic business we learn mechanical skill,
the nature of those material bodies with which we have most to deal in life-
we learn labour by example and by kindly precepts-we learn (in a prudent
home) decorum, cleanliness, order-in a virtuous home we learn more than
these, we learn reverence for the old, affection without passion, truth, piety,
etnd justice. These are the greatest things man can know. Home (we use
the term in its social sense) is the great teacher ; and its teaching passes down

honest homes from generation to generation, and neither the generation that
gives nor the generation that takes it, lays down plans for bringing it to pass.

Again, to come to designed learning. We learn arts and professions by
apPrenticeships, that is, much after the fashion we learned walking or stiching,
r fire-making, or love-making at home-by example, precept, and practice

comnbined. Apprentices at anything, from ditching, basket-work, or watch-
tlaking, to merchant-trading, legislation, or surgery, submit either to a nominal

or an actual apprenticeship. They see other men do these things, they desire
do the same, and they learn to do so by watching how and where, and aak-

gP or guessing why each part of the business is done ; and as fast as theyw or are supposed to know, any one part, whether it be loping the ditch,
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or totting the accounts, or dressing the limb, they begin to do that, and, being
directed when they fail, they learn at last to do it well, and are thereby pre-
pared to attempt some other or harder part of the business.

Thus it is by experience-or trying to do, and often doing a thing-com-
bined with teaching, or seeing, and being told how and why other people, more
experienced, do that thing, that most of the practical business of life is learned.

In some trades formal apprenticeship and planned teaching exist as little as
in ordinary home-teaching. Few men are, of set purpose, taught to dig ; and
just as few are taught to legislate.

Where formai teaching is usual, as in what are called learned professions,
and in delicate trades, fewer men know anything of these businesses. Those
who, learn them at ail, do so exactly and fully, but commonly practise them in
a formal and technical way, and invent and improve them little. In those occu-
pations which most men take up casually-as book-writing, digging, singing,
and legislation, and the like-there is much less exact knowledge, less form,
more originality and progress, and more of the public know something about
them in an unprofessional way.

The Caste system of India, Egypt, and Ancient Ireland, carried out the
formai epprenticeship plan to its full extent. Canada and the United States
of America have very little of it. Modern Europe is between the two, as she
has in most things abolished caste or hereditary professions, but has, in many
things retained exact apprenticeships.

Marriage, and the bringing up of children, the employment of dependants,
travel, and daily sights, and society, are our chief teachers of morals, senti-
ment, taste, prudence, and manners. Mechanical and literary skill of al sorts,
and most accomplishments, are usually picked up in this same way.

We have said ail this, lest our less-instructed readers should fall into a mis-
take common to all beginners in study, that books, and schooling, and lectures,
are the chief teachers in life ; whereas most of the things we learn here are
learned from the experience of home, and of the practical parts of our trades
and amusements.

We pray our humbler friends to think long and often on this.
But let them not suppose we undervalue, or wish them to neglect other kindo

of teaching ; on the contrary, they should mark how much the influences of
home, and business, and society, are affected by the quantity and sort of their
scholarship.

Home life is obviously enough affected by education. Where the parents
read and write, the children learn to do so too, early in life, and with little
trouble ; where thev know something of their religious creed, they give ito
rights a higher meaning than mere forms ; where they know the history of
the country well, every field, every old tower, or arch is a subject of amuse-
ment, of fine old stories, and fine young hopes ; where they know the nature
of other people and countries, their own country and people become texts to be
commented on, and likewise supply a living comment on those peculiarities of
which they have read.

Again, where the members of a family can read aloud, or play, or sing'
they have a well of pleasant thoughts and good feelings, which can hardly be
dried or frozen up ; and so of other things.
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And in the trades and professions of life, to study in books the objects, eus-
toms, and rules of that trade or profession to which you are going saves time§
enables you to improve your practice of it, and makes you less dependent on
the teaching of other practitioners, who are often interested in delaying you.

In these, and a thousand ways besides, study and science produce the best
effects upon the practical parts of life.

Besides, thefirst business of life is the improvement of one's own heart and
raind. The study of the thoughts and deeds of great men, the laws of human,
and animal, and vegetable, and lifeless nature, the principles of fine and
mechanical arts, and of morals, society, and religion-all directly give us nobler
and greater desires, more wide and generous judgments, and more refined
Pleasures.

Learning in this latter sense may be got either at home, or at school, by
solitary study, or in associations. Home learning depends, of course, on the
knowledge, good sense, and leisure of the parents. The German Jean Paul,
the American Emerson, and others of an inferior sort, have written deep and
fruitful truths on bringing up, and teaching at home. Yet, considering its

importance, it has not been sufficiently studied. Upon schools much has been
Written. Almost all the private schools in this country are defective. They

'tlerely cram the memories of pupils with facts or words, without developing their
judgment, taste, or invention, or teaching them the application of any know-
ledge. Besides, the things taught are commonly those least worth learning.
'his is especially true of the middle and richer classes. Instead of being
taught the nature, products, and history, first of their own, and then of other
countries, they are buried in classical frivolities, languages which they never
Master, and manners and races which they cannot appreciate. Instead of being
disciplined to think exactly, to speak and write accurately, they are crammed
With rules, and taught to repeat forms by rote. * *

We do not regret having wandered from our professed subject, as if treated
exclusively, it might lead men into errors which no afterthought could cure.

What we chiefly desire is, to set the people on making out plans for their
OWn and their children's education. Thinking cannot be done by deputy-they
m4ust think for themselves.

NORMAL SCHOOL EXAMINATION.

14OTICES FROM THE TORONTO PRESS.

As intimated in our last, we were obliged to defer an extended account of the

very gratifying Examination of the Students in the NORMAL SCeOOL until this
1 uifber. We have now much pleasure in giving an account of that Examination
in' the words of those of the City Editors who attended. The spontaneous testi-

nfony of these gentlemen to the great public importance and advantages of this

invaluable Institution must be considered as impartial and conclusive-founded

a it was upon personal observation, and a deep conviction of its truth, and from
having witnessed the clear and satisfactory evidence of the great proficiency
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manifested by the Students in the several important and practical subjects

connected with their profession to which their attention had been directed

during the First Session of the Normal School.

From The Church.

We were prevented by indisposition from
attending the Examination of this Institu-
tion on Thursday last. The following
favourable notice from the Patriot will
fully supply the defect of our on n personal

information. We may mention, however,
that we have heard an opinion expressed
by a gentleman of experience in tuition,
that the practice of simultaneous answer-
ing,-tlhat is, of the whole class replying
at the same time to each question,-is un-

pleasant to the ear, and does not appear to
be the most advantageous way of display-
ing the attainments of the Pupils. It bas

been found useful, we believe, and very
successful in teaching; but it is question-
able, we think, whether it be equally suit-
able for public examination. Perhaps the

Pupils, without much difficulty or danger
of confusion, might be trained to answer
in both ways- separately as well as collec-
tively.* The abilities and exertions of the
Masters are everywhere spoken of in ternis

of high commendation:

(From the Patriot.)

"The Examination of the Students of
this Establishment took place yesterday,
pursuant to notice. Among the spectators
we observed his Lordship the Bishop, the

Hon. Robert Baldwin, the Principal of
Upper Canada College, and several others.

Several ladies were also present. The
e xaminations lasted not less than five hours,
and were conducted (music excepted) by
Messrs. Robertson and Ilind. They em-
braced the different departments of Gram-
mar, with the Elements of Logic ; Arith-
netic ; the three first books of Euclid, and
Algebra as far as Quadratic Equations ;
Geography ; Sacred History ; the outlines

* In explanation, webeg to remark, that
4 the practice of simultaneous answering"
at the Examination, was inadvertently per-
mitted in one or two instances, owmig to
the extreme eagerness of the Students to
answer the questions proposed by the Mas-
ter. It will not occur at future examina-
tions.

of History generally; Mechanices; Heat
and Electricity, and Agricultural Che-
mistry.

"We have no hesitation in saying that
the advancement of the Pupils entitles both
Masters and Scholars to the most unquali-

fied praise. When we remember that the
great majority of the Students were nearly
totally ignorant of all the above depart-
ments of knowledge, and that at the comn-
mencement of the Session last November
so nany difficulties had to be overcome, it
must be admitted that the amount of know-
ledge which the Pupils manifested in such
a clear, ready and satisfactory matter, could
not have been acquired without the great-
est diligence on the part of the learners,
and the utnost assiduity, perseverance,
metho i, and knowledge of the subjects on1
the part of the Teachers.

A large proportion of the Pupils enter-
ed after the 1st of January, several in
February, and some only in the last two
montlis. Alihough it would be absurd to
say that these young men are finished
scholars, we consider that they have attain-
ed to a point from which those who posses
any industry and desire for knowled ge must
advance; they catot stand still. If a class
of the kind could be kept steadily at work
for three Sessions, or even two, a set Of
men would soon be diffused over the Pro-
vince, who would elevate the tone of edu-
cation among the lower classes, witholit
destroying the'industrial character which
is so essential to their well-being. It
would do good also to the higlier classes,
by giving ajuster idea of the value of edu-
cation ; and we confidently believe that it
would in this way advance the interests Of
both Upper Canada College and the li'
versity.

" After the examinations, Mr. WilsOin
read an Address on behalf of his fellow-
Students and himself to Mr. Robertson, and
Mr. Hind, expressive of the great satisfac-
tion these gentlemen had given, both by
their teaching and general demeanour--
and containing a well-deserved comPh-
ment and expression of gratitude to D'
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Ryerson, and the Board in general. Mr.
Robertson replied for himself and Mr. Hi nd
in an extempore speech, in fluent and well-
expressed language. The address was the
rnore complimentary, because neither Mr.
Robertson nor Mr. Hind had the least idea
that such a matter was in contemplation.
br. Ryerson followed with a few appro-
Priate remarks.

" After this, a slight examination in the
Principles of Music took place upon Hul-
lah's plan, which was equally satisfactory,
Considering the very limited period during
Which this interesting study had been pur-
Sued. Mr. Clarke, Bac. Mus. has been
linremitting in his management of this
tiepartment."

From the Christian Guardian.

On Thursday last, according to previous
1totice, tle First Public Examination of the
Students attending the Normal School took
Place in the building appropriated to the
'Ise of the School.

A goodly number of visitors was present,
t he most distinguished of whom appeared

pon tIhe platform. We observed, in addi-
lion to the ChiefSuperintendent of Sehools
'lnd the Professors, Bishop Strachan, Dr.
[turns, the Rev. Messrs. Barclay. Jen-
tngs, Grasett, Evans, Wood, Scadding,

Carroll, and Ripley; the lion. R. Bald-
Win, lion. J. Elmsley, Dr. O'Brien ; il.

teobie, F. Neale, and J. S. lownrd,
ksqrs. ; also the City and District Super-
intendents, &c. &c.

The Examination continued for five
hours; and but one opinion lias been ex-
pressed, so far as we have heard, in rela-
"on to it. It would be difficult, indeed, to
M"ard either to Professors or Pupils a
greater degree of praise than that which
the Examination proved they merited.

The rnethod adopted by Mr. Robertson
and Mr. Hind of imparting instruction is
of the mostapproved kind, and is best cal-
Cttlated to make the scholar readily ac-

aInted with the subjects studied. These
gentlenen, while examining the Students,
gatve evidence of their ability to discharge
their important duties, evincing not only
that they possessed the necessary know-
edge-but what is sometimes much more

rare-a fcility for readily imparting that
knowledge to others.

We rejoiced to think that a new order of
Teachers was thus being trained up to fill
our schools with credit; and we could not
but look forward to the time-and that not
a distant one-when every School-house
in the land will be supplied with a suitable
Teacher-and those who have usurped the
office of Teacher, and who have been al-
most as much injury as benefit, shall be
forced to retire from a profession for which
they were never designed by Nature nor
qualified by education.

Already are the advantages of the sys-
tem of Education introduced by the Chief
Superintendent developing themselves in
such a manner as to afford the highest gra-
tification to the friends of Education in the
country. And if but a short time be granted
for the perfection of the system, we shall
soon witness results in Canada such as will
satisfy the most doubtful, silence the most
virulent, and challenge the respect and ad-
miration of all.

Subsequent to the Examination, an Ad-
dress was presented by the Students to the
I ead-Master and the Professor of Chemis-
try, in which Dr. Ryerson and the Board
were spoken of in terms that could not but
be gratifying to these gentlemen. The
H ead-!Master replied exteniporaneously, in
behalf of himoself and Mr. Ilind ; and the
Chief Superintendent addressed the Stu-
dents in eloquent and appropriate terme.

The Examinations closed, leaving an
impression on Ie minds of all-at least,
upon ourminds-that, for real utilityto the
country, the Normal School is hardly
equalled, unquestionably not excelled, by
any secular Institution existing in the
Province.

From te ilerald.

We had the pleasure of being present at
the first Examination of the Students in the
Provincial Normal School, which, it is not
perhaps sufficiently known, is a Public
Institution, endowed by the Provincial
Legislature for the purpose of affording to
School Teachers an opportunity of becom-
ing well trained in the teaching, and of
acquiring a great variety of useful know-
ledge. Owing to the pressure of other
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matters upon our attention, we have not
had time to commit to paper our impres-
sions of what we witnessed; but we cannot
omit mentioning that the manner in which
the exercises were gone through with, was
extremely satisfactory.

Fro, the Evangelist.

A public Examination of the Students of
the Normal School, in Toronto, (at the end
of the first Session), took place on the 13th
ult. The proceedings were highly inter-
esting, and creditable to the Teachers and
Students ; and gave to the numerous and
respectable auditory great satisfaction.

From the British Colonist.
* * *The Provincial Normal School

was opened on the 1st November last, and
the favourable expectations of the public,
formed from the exhibition of that day,
have been realized to the fullest extent that
circumstances would admit, as bas been
satisfactorily shown by the very creditable
public examination which the Students
underwent on Thursday last. Mr. Robert-
son, the Head Master, in the course of his
observations at the Examination, referred
to the disadvantages under which they had
to labour, from various causes, et the com-
mencement of the Institution, more partic-
ularly, from the irregular periods at which
the Students entered, which involved the
necessity of forming them into separate
classes, imposing on the Masters much
additional labour and employment of time.
Mr. Robertson trusted, however, that it
would be shown from the examination that
their labours were not in vain. * * *
He hoped that this Establishment would
send forth many young men, fully qualified
to undertake the charge of schools through-
out the Province, and thus provide a thor-
ough reformation, by the introduction of a
system which will at once elevate the con-
dition of the Teacher to a respectable
sphere in his arduous profession, and prove
in the highest degree beneficial to the
country at large. The Students now be-
fore them, being the first fruits of the Insti-
tution, would be found not only qualified
to discharge their duties as Teachers of
Schools, but a lasting benefit to their res-
pective districts. Mr.Robertson mentioned

that the method of instruction followed in
the Normal School was teaching by Lec-
ture; and that the Examinations would be
carried on in the way in which the ordinary
routine of the School was every day man-
aged, with the view of exhibiting to the
auditory, as far as possible, the practical
application of the system. The Students
were instructed in Grammar, particularly
the philosophy and rudiments of Logic;
Geography-Mathematical, Physical, and
Political, with the rudiments of the use of
the Terrestrial Globe ; Linear Drawing;
Mulhaüser's system of Writing; rudiments
of Trigonometry, with a view to Land Sur-
veying with the Theodolite; Composition;
Orthography; Art of Teaching, with daiy
practice in the Model School; General
History; mode of Teaching the National
School Books; the Art of Reading; Sci-
ence and Practice of Arithmetic ; Algebra;
Geometry; Heat, Electricity, Galvanism,
and Magnetism; Mechanics, Hydrostatics,
Pneumatics; Agricultural Chemistry, and
Animal Physiology. They also received
instructions in Music, according to Wil-
helm's system, as Anglicized by Hullah.

The Examination by Mr. Hind followed,
and was alike gratifying with that con-
ducted by Mr. Robertson. The exercises
in Music, under the direction of Mr.Clarke,
Mus. Bac., were also highly satisfactory.
Before proceeding with his Examination,
Mr. Hind read the following short but
highly appropriate address, which is ex-
planatory of the course pursued in his de-
partment :-

LAioEs AND GEqTLEMEI,-The method
adopted in educational establishments of
conducting a public Examination of their
respective pupils, depending upon the pri-
mary object of the particular institution, it
will perhaps be deemed advisable, in the
present instance, to state the nature of the
subjects which constitute the department
of Mathematics, Natural Philosophy, and
Agricultural Chemistry, and to what extent
the details of those branches of educatiOn
have formed the subjecta of the Lectureg
delivered in them respectively during the
session which is now closing u pon us,--
such an outline, affording, perhaps, the
best indication of what may be expected
in an examination very limited as to tirne,
and which, from the nature of circumstan-
ces, bas to be conducted orally.
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The science and practice of Arithmetic,

incluaing the use of Logarithmic tables of
numbets,have taken that place in the course
pursued which their extreme utility in the
transattions of every day life necessarily
entitlethem to. It will scarcely be possible,
during the brief period allotted to examina-
tion ià the subject, to give a precise idea
of whit is included in the science of Arith-
rnetic. The object, however, may briefly
be st;ted te be a means of affording the
individual an accurate idea of number in al[
its relations, and to establish satisfactor
reasors for various artifices made use o
and rides followed, in the ordinary practice
of Arithmetic.

Geometry and Algebra have also occu-
Pied i considerable share of attention.-
With respect to the first mentioned science,

the first, second, and third books of Euclid
have been twice gone over by those who
entered during the first month of this ses-
rion. A ra voce proof of a few of the
theorems contained in those books will
afford an illustration of the method adopted

l studying that branch of science, and a
few problems in Mensuration and other
subjects, will exh'bit its application to va-
ious purposes oflife. In Algebra, Quad-

ratic Equations, the Progressions, and the
Binomial Theorem, constitute the extreme
limit within which it as been considered
advisable to direct attention during the
shlort period of one session, while constant
lise has been made of Algebraic formula,
', estimating the relation existing between
the power and weight in mechanical con-
trivances.

In the department of Natural Philosophy,
and under the head of Mechanics, the prin-
ciples of the five mechanical powers, iso-
lated and combined, have occupied their
due share of attention. But more particu-
larly have the steam engine, the Iocomo-
tive, the different varieties of pumps andhydraulic engines been illustrated and ex-Plamned.

Ileat, Electricity, Magnetism, and the
Phenomena depending upon them, have
several as ar as circumstances wouldPermit, been illustrated by appropriate ap-
paratus and experiments. To what extent

heeans adopted bas been productive of
.he end proposed, a few general questions
it each of these subjects will perhaps affbrd
a sufficiently accurate index.

b Agricultural Chemistry, as likely to
ecome a most important element in the

general education of the Farmer in Ca-
!%da, bas been made an especial sub-
Jeet of daily lecture ; and in this depart-
rent a more particular examination will
be Made, with a view of exhibiting how
fa the science of Agriculture is capable
of beng made an advantageous subject
of study by the Teacher, for the purpose

instructing the rising generation of this
gricultural country, in the principles of

that art with which its prosperity is go
intimately associated, and upon which its
happiness and welfare are so dependant.
The examination in Agricultural Chemis-
try will tend to show that the chief object
bas been to treat this extensive subject in
such a manner as, while on the one hand
it leaves much to be done on the part of the
energetic and industrious student, yet on
the other, the course pursued bas been
perfectly general, and applicable to all
localities in which the principles advanced
may be hereafter taught throughout the
country. The Students attending during
the next Session will be able to witness a
limited series of agricultural experiments,
made in the garden attached to this estab-
lishment. The advantages which may
arise fron attention properly directed to
this subject, are of manifest importaace in
a new country: and there are few practical
sources of information which are so much
dependant upon a correct acquaintance
with the science as experiments of an agri-
cultural character. One important object
proposed is to afford an accurate knowledge
of the mode in which experiments of that
description ought to be conducted, so that
when those who are congregated here shall
eventually become scattered throughout
the country, they may be enabled, over an
extended and varied field, if inclination or
interest so direct them, to establish a uni-
form and accurate system of experiments
from which much useful information may
be obtained, devoid of that empiricism
which is too frequently associated with
similar investigations.

I would wish to close these few remarks,
by expressing in unison with what bas al-
ready been said by Mr. Robertson, a favor-
able testimony of the industry and energy
of those Gentlemen, who are about to cease
their attendance here. Whatever endea-
vour on my own part may have been made,
that endeavour has uniformly been met
with a good-will, and an energydeserving
of the highest praise, often, too, accompa-
nied by a talent, the remembrance of whichi,
will greatly enhance that feeling of respect,
to which other associations would of them-
selves give rise.

After the Examination, Mr. Wilson, one
of the Students, rose, and expressed a de-
sire to read an address from his fellow-
Students and himself, to the Head-Master
and Mr. Hind. This compliment was quite
unexpected by both Gentlemen, and must
have been as gratifying as it was unex-
pected. (See Journal of Education, pp-
125, 126.)

Mr. Robertson replied to the address, on
behalf of himself and Mr. Hind. Hi. reply
was extempore, and in substance as fol-
lows :-
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GEaTLEtEN,-At the request of my friend
Mr. Hind, and with feelings of the deepest
gratification, I rise to return you sincere
thanks for the very complimentary address
which you have just presented to us.

We have now been in intimate commu-
nication with you for a period of nea ry six
months; during that time we have had
many opportunities of testing your acquire-
inents and ascertaining your habits and
feelings; and we have sincere pleasure in
being afforded this opportunity of bearing
publie testimony to the propriety of your
deneanor, and the zeal and energy with
which you seconded our efforts for your
improvement. On various grounds 1, for
muy own part, feel competenît to form a
sound judgment on this point ; and former
experience enables me to assert; without
fear of contradiction, that the untiring per-
severance exhibited bv vou during your
attendance herehasseldoi been surpassed
on any occasion of a similar nature.

You are now, gentlemen, about to leave
us-to separate for your several homes and
avocations; you wAl have to reply to nu-
tuerousenquiries regarding tie course that
has been pursued bere, and these enquiries
you should be prepared to answer with the
nost careful accuracy. We feel con tident

that your report cannot but be beneticial to
1h1e establishment, and that your future
success lu your profession will be an evi-
lence of irs utility. We trust that our

exertions in the discharge of the duties
entrusted to us have been such as to merit

lthat support, and to prove of real benetit to
you hereafter. We have endeavoured not
moerely to furnish you with the details of
practical information essentially necessary
for a Commuon School Teacher, but have
also introduced vou to the rudiments of
varions branches of science not likelv, ve
are aware, to be generally applicable in
ecIools, but which must nevertieless be
emuinentlv usetul in elevating your iinds,
and qualifving Vou for the duties of vour
arduous and imp tutortInt profession. 'e
shalailwas fee îladeep interestin your wel-
fare, and shall ever be read" to assist voit in
any waiy in whichi ton may deetm ouir ad-
vice or influence liliely to be useful. To
iose wlho, by recommtîending and finally
establishing the Normtal Sclool, aflorded
you an opportunity of sharing its advan-
tages,.your gratitude is particularly due.

Finally, in acknowledging ihe pleasure
with which we heard vour very gratikying
nddress, we cannot but express our full cou-
viction that your conduct and exatmple
lereafter will be such as to exhibit to all
unacquainted with the Institution a con-
vincing proof of the benefits to be obtained
by attending it.

Dr. Ryerson the'n briefly addressed the
auditory, and took occasion to acknowledge

the allusion in the Students' Address, to
himself, as Superintendent of Schools, and
to the Board of Education. There was
reason to rejoice at the success which has
attended this establishment. They were
exceedingly fortunate in the selection of
the Head-Master, and the Lectuier in
Mathematics and Chemistry, and they wit-
nessed in the day's proceedings, prsofs of
the great benefits that were conferrrd by
them. He felt relieved of a very wEighty
responsibility, in seeing the Provincial
Normal School and the Model Sclmol in
successful operation, under such able
Teachers ; and the prosperity of the Insti-
tution, with the cheering prospects before
us, was a great relief to bis mind, and a
most gratifying reward for thle active part
he had taken, in arranging tlie prelimina-
ries for the introduction ofthe system, and
in afterwards putting the Schools into
operation, in conjunction with lte Board
of Education for Upper Canada, to the
members of which, the Province owes a
debt of gratitude, for the zeal displaved by
themu in this important matter, and for the
valuable assistance vhich they have gra-
tuitously rendered. Gratifving ns have
been the fruits of the Session that has just
closed, he anticipated far more hereafter;
for it must be borne in mind, that there
were many disadvantages to contend with
at the commencement of an extensive In-
stitution like this, which are not likely
again to preseut ihemnselves. The future
is ful of hope, and fron what we iave this
dtaV witnessed, we may look forward to the
realization of the tmost important advan-
tages, by the youth of Canada, from the
successful operation of the Provincial Nor-
tmal School, by ineans of the Tenchers for
Common Sehools, who will annually go
forth with proper qualifications, to the
several Districts. 1t was truly a pleasing
prospect. Dr. R. took occasion also to
mention, that arrangements were made bY
Ihe Board of Education, for the religious
instruction of the young men who attend
the Normal Sciool, through the Ministers
of the Churches tO which they respectivelY
belong. A portion of one day in each week
was set apart for such visits, and sonte
Clergymen have availed themselves of the
opportunity.
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The business of the day was concluded
with the blessing, pronounced by the Rev.
Dr. Ryerson. Several gentlemen then
Went forward, and congratulated the Heads
of the Institution, on the very successful
result of the labors of the first Session,
wishing them every prosperity in the noble
Work in which they are engaged,-and
such must be the heartfelt wish of every
truc lover of this noble Province.

From the Globe.

On Thursday last, a Public Examination
of the Students of the Normnal Selool, at
the end of the first Session, was held in
the Government House here. It was con-
ducted by the Masters, Messrs. Robertson
and Hind. * * *

Mr. Robertson ( lIead-Master) stated that
ipwards of sixty Students had been iii at-

tendance since the commencement, but
ihat now tiiere were ouuly tifty-five, some of

Whom iad only been a few weeks under
instruction.

An Addreýs was read, and presented, by
Mr. Wilson, on beialf of the Students, to
tle Masters, in whilch they acknowledgzed
their indebtedness for the attention paid to

thlem, and inistrutiouns given, and express-
ed the hope that those who are now Teach-
ers, or rhose who intend to be such, would
avail thetmselves of the advantages of the
Normal Sehool. Mr. Robertson made a
Verbal reply, and took occasion to state the
rnarked inprovement he observed in almost
all, and the industry with which the Stu-
dents had prosecuted their studies. Dr.
RYerson also gave an address, in which lie
congratulated the Students and Masters.

On the whole, we were mnuch pleased
Witli the Examination. The Masters are
real business men, and the creditable ap-
pearance made by the class, gives proof of

their unwearied attention to their duties.
We may justly expect, very soon, a far
higher tone given to Education in the Pro-
vince : for if the young men have sense to
remain several Sessions, until properly
qualified, and if the Trustees of Schools
shall seek the very best Teachers, instead
of the class now too generally employed,
and the wretched systen now in vogue, we
shall find our Teachers men of intellect,
men who can teach, and have sonething
to teach, and our youth will be enabled to
occupy positions very different froni what
they can do now. * * * We look to
the Nortmal School ; to the intelligncec
and earnestness of Trustees to have first-
rate Teachers; and to the young men quali-
fying theiselves by study, and by attend-
ing several Sessions. Tie idea, that be-
cause a man has been six rnonths at the
Normal School, he is therefore qmualified as
a Teacher is absurd. We know not what
the rule is, or if tlere is any ruie, but inost
decidedly we would have a law, that none
be licensed as qualified Teachers tilt they
have attended lhrce Sessions, and had a
diploma; or, if they have been educated
elsewlere, that on examination they re-
ceived a diplomna fron the Normnal School,
and a Board of Exanîianators associated
with the 'I eachers of it. The Trustees of
Schools, and the inhabitants generally,
ought to have some kind of guaraitee that
the applicants for Teacherships arc quali-
lied by somnething more thain their own
estimation, or even the certificate of a Dis-
trict or City Superintendent. We always
hold this, along with our polities, and as
part and parcel of them, that flic greatest
blessing for Young Cainda is, a first rate
education. We have the means within
our power, and for the benefit of our youth
we say regarding Messrs. Robertson and
Hind,-all hail !

QUARTERLY SCHOOL EXAMINATIONS.

One of the substitutes provided by the present Art for the School visits
of the late Township Superintendents, is the Public Quarterly Examina-
"o of each School; a regulation which we have been repeatedly assured
in various Districts, is more than an equivalent for the visits referred to,
even supposing the School Visitors should not at P.1 attend to their duty.
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Although during the first year's operation of the law, Visitors have in
rnany Townships neglected both their duty and their.privilege; we are
gratified to learn that in a very considerable proportion of the Townships,
the Schools have been frequently visited by Clergy, Magistrates, and
Councillors, and that the Quarterly Examinations have been well attended,
and have exerted a salutary influence in encouraging both Teachers and
Pupils, and in exciting an interest in the public mind in behalf of the

education of the rising generation. The following are some of the local
newspaper notices of these examinations which we have read with
pleasure :-

GLT.-Yesterday, the examination of
the School in our village, under the super-
intendence of Mr. R. McLean, took place
in presence of the Rev. Messrs. Poi teous,
of Beverly, and Bayne, of Galt, Mr. Lee,
one of the Trustees, and a respectable
number of the friends of the Teacher and
pupils. The examination occupied the
greater part of four hours,-Messrs. Porte-
eus and Bayne, and several others, taking
part in it, along with the Teacher; and the
result was such, as to furnish the most sa-
· isfactory evidence of Mr. McLean's quali-
fications as a Teacher-the excellence of
the system pursued in the school-and the
practical proficiency of the pupils. The
easy and yet firm hand with which Mr.
McL. appeared to hold the children under
hlis control-the interest and animation of
·the children themselves-the quickness
and intelligence of their replies to the
questions put, and the accuracy and de-
spatch with which they performed the va-
rious exercises given them, were highly
gratifying. We were also much pleased
with the singing of the school, an exercise
which seems here, as elsewhere, to have
been introduced with the happiest effect.
At the close of the examination, Messrs.
Porteous and Bayne expressed the satisfac-
tion which they had derived from it,-a
feeling which seemed to be entertained by
ail present. Upon the whole it s highly
satisfactory to find in our thriving village a
school so well conducted, and to which
parents may with so much confidence send
theirchiidren. The inconverienceof hav-
ring so little accommodation for so large a
school, was felt on this as on former occa-
sions, but this is an evil which is now not
likely to be of long continuance, and we

hope soon to witness an examination ne
less satisfactory in the new and commodi-
ous school-house which is about to be
erected.-Galt Reporter, 31st Marck.

DuMFRIEs.-The quarterly examination
of the School taught by Mr. W. P. Telford,
section 25, Dumfries, was held on Thurs-
day, the 30th, in presence of the Trustees,
and several other parents-the Rev. James
Strang being present as a visitor. The
examination procured much honour both
to the Teacher and scholars, and high sa-
tisfaction to ail present. The proficiency
of the scholars generally, since the former
examination, was evident, and testified at
once to the skill and faithfulness of the
Teacher, and the ability and diligence of
the scholars. The attainments of the se-
nior scholars in grammar, geography, and
arithmetic, were worthy of ail praise, and
the junior scholars shewed that they were
laying a good foundation for the future.
As on former occasions, beautiful speci-
mens of penmanship were exhibited. The
reading classes, generally, displayed abilitY
in explaining difficult words, and showed
that they were not merely learning to re-
peat words, but that they were acquiring,
when reading, valuable stores of general
knowledge; and they encouraged stronglY
the delightful hope that they have been
forming those valuable habits of investiga-
tion and discrimination which will be of
the highest value to them through life, and
so forming them as that their course of in-
tellectual and moral improvement will nOt
be broken off by their removal from schoOle
but shall go on henceforward with acceler-
atcd pace.-Iid.
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M-r'LTo.-It is with the most lively
pleasure we give insertion to the following
testimony, in favour of the successful exer-
tions of Mr. Fenton, as a Teacher, and
frera what we have heard, we wouid re-
commend visitors allowed by law, and the
Parents of the children attending our Com-
Mon Schools, to exhibit more interest on
the subject of the education of the majority
of the rising generation in this city than
heretofore. We are aware of the liberal
vote of our City Council towards the pur-
chase of convenient sites upon which to
erect new and sufficiently cimmodious
school-houses, which we hail as an omen
of better things than the mere buildings,--
but we are digressing. However, we shall
hereafter give our views on the subject of
Common Schools within our city limits
rnore fully,-and in the meantime would
solicit suggestions from any of our corres-
Pondents who may wish well to so import-
ant a cause.--Hamilton Gazette.

[CERTIFICATE.]

We have great satisfaction in stating that
the pupils attending Mir. Fenton's school,
have this day acquitted thenselves with
great credit, and it is gratifying to remark
that a decided improvement has taken
Place since the last examination, as wit-
niessed by Neh. Ford, Esq.

FRED. SUTER,
S. C. S.for Hamilton.

NEH. FORD.
Hamilton, March 23, 1848.

NinAGAR.-On Friday last we attended
the quarterly examination of Mr. Peter
Shaw's school. The varous exercises
were in general satisfactory, and creditable
to both Teacher and scholars. Several
specimens of attainment in vocal music
were not the least interesting portion ofthe
proceedings. We think it is important to
teach children to sing in every school ; and
it could easily be done every day at the
commencement and close of their studies,
without infringing on the time required for
other branches of education.

Mr. Shaw has upwards of one hundred
echolars, which is an unreasonably large
number to be attended to, even with an
assistant. -- Niagara Mail, April 5.

PERTH.-On Tuesday last, an Examina-
tion of the Common Sehools at the west end
of the town, took place, before several of the
Clergymen of the Town, the Trustees and
others who had assembled to witness it.
We understand that the examination of
Mrs. McCormick's female school proved
satisfactory, a marked improvement having
been observed in thie studies of the Scho-
lars. The examination of Mr. Morrison's
School (for boys) proved as interesting,
and equally as satisfactory. Prizes were
distributed to those who were the miost
proficient in reading, writing, grammar,
composition and geography.-- Bathurst
Courier.

Education promotive of Civil Liberty and Social Order.-To habituate our
children from early life to rules of order, and to teach them justice, sobriety,
benevolence, industry, truth and the fear of God, is no less necessary to per-

petuate our liberties than to secure their personal enjoyment and respectability.
'This, indeed, goes into the correct idea of civilization, in distinction to bar-
barism. Whatever, in the education and training of your children. goes to
lestrain and subdue bad passions, is so much gained on the score of civil liberty
and social order.

Duty to elevate the Common School.-As we value our civil and religious,
our social and political blessings, let us do everything in our power, to raise
the standard of our Common Public School. Surely the opinion and example
of Daniel Webster, on this subject, is worthy to be regarded and followed by
al1. "If" said he, " I had as many sons as old Priam, I would send them all
to the Public Schools ; " and it is a reproach that the Public Schools are not
Plperior to the Private,
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT.

APPORTIONMENT OF THE LEGISLATIVE SCHOOL GRANT

FOR THE YEAR 1848.

We had hoped to have been enabled, at the latest, to announce in the
Journal of Education for the present month the apportionment of the Legis-

lative Grant in aid of the Common Schools for the current year to the several

Districts and Townships of Upper Canada ; but there are four Districts from

which the Annual School Reports for the last year have not yet been received.

The statistical returns from the several Districts for last year are the data on

which the School apportionnent for the current year must be based. The

apportionnent cannot therefore be made out until the statistical returns from

all the Districts shall have been reccived. The Chief Superintendent of Schools
addressed a Circular to District Superintendents in the month of January,
requesting the District School Reports for 1847 to be prepared and forwarded
at the latest by the 1st March-hoping that he might be able to announce
the apportionment of the Legislative School Grant iii the April number of the

Journal of Education, and to prepare and present, before the close of the
then approaching Session of Parlianent, his own Report for 1817 to the
Governor in Council, to be laid before the Legislature. But we regret to
learn that in several Districts, and in many Townships, the District Council
Assessment part of the School Fund for 1847 was not paid in to the District
Superintendents until long after the close of the year ; and in sone instances
it is not even yet forthcoming. Trustees have, therefore, been correspondingly
negligent in reporting to their District >uperintendent, as they could not
obtain the last instalment of the Fund apportiued to their respective Sections
for 1I47. When a Council fails to furnish its quota of the School Fund
within the period prescribed by law, great inconvemience is inflicted upon
Teachers and Trustees, and the wvhole system is impaired by irregularities
and delays. The District Council part of the School Fund ought to be as
punctually paid in December of eacli year as is the Legislative Grant part
of it in July or August. In the State of New-York, the County Assessment
part of the School Fund must be paid into the hands of the County Treasarer
before the State part of it ià advanced at ail.

SYSTEM OF SCHOOLS IN CITIES AND TOWNS.
In the last number of this Journal we presented, from the London Quarter.Y

Journal of Education, the System of Free Schools in the New-EnglaId
States ; we also gave Statistics of the operations of that system of Schools
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In various Cities and Towns in the neighbouring States-a system essential

to universal education in any Town or Country. Nor is there an instance

in any civilized country of the existence of universal education amongst the

People, where the schoels are not open to ail the people by having them

supported by all the people according to property. This system is the poor

Inan's elevation, and the rich man's security ; it lightens the burthen of sup-

Porting schools, by placing it upon all in proportion to their several ability

it unites the whole population in one common brotherhood by a community

of interest and of privilege ; it makes the public schools the best schools, and

soon induces the attendance of the children of ail classes upon them.

We wil! add to the Statistics which we gave last month of the Free School

System in Towns and Cities, some accounts of its operations, and of the light

in which it is viewed by the inhabitants of ordinary Towns where it has been

sometime established.

In submitting to the consideration of the Governor-General ir. Council the

draft of the present City and Town School Act, the Superintendent of Schools

explained and urged the importance of a classification or syetem of Schools in

Our Cities and Towns. (See first number of the Journal of Education,

Pp. 17, 18.) In bis Circular to the Heads of City aund Town Corporations,

dated January 15, 1848, lie offered some sug;gestions as to the mode of carry-

ing these recommendations into effect under the provisions of the Act on its

Comning into operation. (See same number of the Journal, pp. 21, 22.) The

extracts which follow furnish a practical illustration of what has been con-

templated and recommended in regard to our own Cities and Towns. We

Tfake these extracts from the Appendix to the Report of Public Schools in the

State of Rhode Island in 1845, headed " 1ublic Schools in Cities and large

Villages." The State'Commissioner says-" The following extracts from a

fev of the communications which have been received from such cities and

villages situated in different States, and differing from each other in many

Particulars, are introduced to sustain the views presented in the Report, as to

the results which may reasonably bc anticipated from good public schools, and

fron1 the establishment of a Public ligh School."

1 AILOWEIL, Mtaine.-Wien the pro- of this system for six years, lias it, is
Ptsition was made six years ago to class- believed, removed ail objections, and fully
ify the scholars, and establish a grada- convinced the most skeptichl, of its ij'-
tion of school,, coisistiig of primary, creasing utility.

ranmmar and high schools, vigorous oppo- Our cissification at present includes
sition was manifested on the ground of seven primary schools, two grammar
Increased taxation, and froum an impres- schools,-one for each sex-and one
aion, that efforts to elevate the standard high school for both sexes. The high
Of education among the poorer classes, school contains sixty scholars, and is un-
WOuld fnot be attended with beneficial re- der the care and instruction of one teacher.
nIlts. The practical operation, however la it all the higher English, and also the
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Classical studies are pursued systemati-
cally far enough to qualifv youth for prac-
tical business or for college. The influ-
ence of this school is decidedly manifest
in elevating public sentiment in reference
to the advantages of common schools,
and the value of general education. It
presents also a powerful stimulus to the
children in the lower schools, to greater
diligence and effort to qualify themselves
to gain admission. So that even our
grammar schools now, are far better than
our best schools, public or private, before
this system was introduced. Nor cain
the benevolent mind contemplate, with-
out high satisfaction, its results, in impar-
ting a gratuitous education of an elevated
character, to hundreds of children, whose
pecuniary means are totally inadequate to
secure it at private expense.

While this system proffers to all our
children advantages equal to those enjoy-
ed in our best academies, it bas dimin-
ished the expenditure, including both
public and private instruction in this
place, about six or seven hundred dollars
being about twenty-five per cent, per
annum. And whereas, before the adop-
tion of this system, the wealthy and ele-
vated classes would scarcely entrust their
children to the public schools, now the
children of all classes mingle on terns or
reciprocal cordiality and kindness. Nor
is this consideration of trifling importance
in view of their moral character, and their
future relations in life.

On the whole, it is the general opin-
ion, that greater obstacles would now be
encountered in inducing the community
to abolish their present system of schools,
than were opposed to its introduction.

NANTUCKET, NassachuBetts---The whole
amount of money expended for schools,
has been much diminished bv the substi-
tution of a public for private schools, and
the teaching has been much more
thorough in the former than it was in the
latter, as the temptation is not so strong
with the teacher of the public school to
force children forward in order to please
parents and fIl up his school. The
whole community seem to be aware of
this, and the sum expended for the sup-
port of our schools has been freely in-
creased since the establishment of the

high school, by the vote of many, who,.
because they paid large sums to private
schools, were not before free to be taxed
to support schools which children did not
attend. The general interest in schools
is much increased, and the admittance to
the high school is valued by all, rich as
well as poor.

LOWELL, Massachusetts.-The public
schools are divided into three grades, viz.,
thirty-six primary schools, eight grammar
schools, and one high school, and all of
them maintained by direct tax on the
whole city. The primary schools are
taught entirely by females, and receive
children under seven yehrs of age, and
until they are qualified for admission to
the grammar schools : the average num-
ber to each school is sixty.

The grammar school receives those
who can bring a certificate, or pass an-
examination in the common stops and
abbreviations, and in easy reading and
spelling. These schools are divided into-
two departments, one for boys and the
other for girls, and are taught by a maer
principal and assistants, and a writing-
master. The number of scholars is
about 200 in each department. The stu-
dies are the common branches of an En-
glish education.

The high school prepares young men
for college, and carries forward the edu-
cation of the voung of both sexes in the
studies previously pursued in the gram-
mar schools, as well as in algebra, geom-
etry, rhetoric, astronony, practical math-
ematics, natural history, moral philoso-
phy, book-keeping, composition, and the
evidences of Christianity. Pupils are
admitted on examination, twice a vear,
in the studies of the grammar sehools.
There are two departments, one under
a male and the other a female principal,
assisted by two assistants, and a teacher
of plain and ornamental penmanship.

No better education can be obtained
in the English, or in the preparatory
classical studies, in any school, and the
richest and best educated parents are
glad to avail theinseves of these public
institutions.

The influence of the high school has
been to stimulate both pupils and teach-
ers, and raise the standard of scbolarsbiP
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in the schools below ; to draw into the
public schools children froin every clase of
families amongst us ; and to elevate the
whole tone of public sentiment on the
subject of popular education. Strangers
are taken to see the products of mind in
this school, as well as the triumphs of
inachinery and muscular labour in our
mille.

BANGoR, Maine.-At the time our high
achools were established, there were no
less than three flourishing private schools
for advancing scholars, and a large num-
ber of smaller establishments for younger
Pupils ; and the wealthier families were
nost of them, averse to the change of

5ystem. It was, indeed, carried through
the city councils by the mechanics of the
City. At first it was only a high school
for boys. We succeeded in procuring a
Preceptor of first rate accquirementsa nd
cpacity--our present teacher for that
chool.' Such was the success of the ex-

Periment, and such the enthusiasm got
up by this school, that in a few months,
the private schools for boys failed from
tant of pupils. Shortly afber, a hih

School for gis was instituted with no less
Success; and since 1836-the first high
Sehool went into operation in 1835-
private schools, except for small scholars,
aIld for these niostly on account of the
Crowded state of our primary schools have
eeased. And this, too, notwithstanding
011r high schools, and an intermediate
grade between these and the primary,
Called select schools, have been crowded,
4 that the scholars have beei kept back
Whenl their acquirements entitled thein to
dvance. Nothing I have ever witnessed

in school improvement has equalled the
change these schools wrought in the
state of education here. We wrought
out a system of our own, and with great
labour, and in the face of no small oppo-
sition, have carried it through the schools
in the city proper. Our schools are a
regular grade from infant classes (those
too young to study) to the high schools,
four, or as it operates, five regular grades.
In all cases the advance >s controlled by
attainments, so that each scholar is look-
ing up to the next degree above him, until
he reaches the high school, and then his
next step, if pursuing a liberal education,
is the university. And we have the fullest
evidence that no pupils enter the universi-
ties of our state with a better preparation,
or a more thorough training, than the
young men who go directly froin our pub-
lic schools.

The improvement of the state of edu-
cation in this•city, which followed has been
wrought out by the establishment of these
schools, and the grading systein which
grew out of their establishment, is set
low at fifty per cent. The comparison,
indeed, is alnost a contrast, and the alac-
rity with which money is voted to sustain
our schools, even in times of severest
pressure-and such times we have had
with a vengeance-affords ample testi-
mony to their excellence.

As to expense, our present systen
costs, I presume, not one half of the old.
Few send their children abroad, which,
among the wealthier families, was almost
universally the practice before. We ex-
pend annually, for the support of our
schools, aside from school-houses, be-
tween $8000 and $9000, to a population
of about 12,000.

bFFICULTIES AND SALARIES OF DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS.

In previous numbers of this Journal we have remarked upon the duties and
reaPonsibilities of District Superintendents ; we will now make some obser-
Valon-4 on their difficulties and salaries.

When the rare qualifications appropriate to the office of a District Super-
n0tendent are pourtrayed, and when the importance and advantage of his
8ttending with sleepless «vigilance to each of his varied duties is insisted upon,
i l'O just and proper also to take into consideration the difficulties of his situ-



ation, and the remuneration necessary to secure his required and expected

efficiency.

The mode of his appointment and the tenure of his office are not unfrequently

a source and occasion of embarrassment to a District Superintendent. He

is appointed and holds bis office by the suffrages of an elective body ; and the

persons at whosp pleasure he retains bis office constitute a portion of those

among whom he is todischarge bis duties impartially and energetically, accord-

ing to the regulations provided by law, "without fear, favour, or affection."

It happens sornetimes that some of the Councillors who appoint the District

Superintendent to office are Trustees of Sclools, and parties in matters respect-

ing which lie is called upon to decide. We have been informed of instances

in which a District Superintendent has been threatened in regard both to bis

salary and office with the fullest exercise of a Councillor's opposition and infli

ence, in case lie (the Superintendent) should not support the claims or recom-

mendations of such Councillor. We trust such instances are few ; but it is

very natural that thev should, on some occasions, occur among three or four

hundred persons, eacli of whom has a direct or indirect interest in some SchoOl
Section. It has also happened in several instances tlat the constituents of a

Councillor (those to whom he is unde1r obligations for his clection, and by

whose support he hopes to be elected again) invoke his interposition with the

District Superintendent to attain School monev without fulfilliing the condition

of the Sceool law. It is too much to suppose that a Councillor should not in

some instances yield to the solicitations of a constituent and neighbour rathfr

than to the requirements of the School law, especially in the infancy Of

the Schoul System. The Superintendent is thus placed between obligations of

duty on the one side, and the wishes and influence of one or more persons Or1

whose votes his continuance in office and his salary may depend. Other

adminiatrators of the law are accountable to the government, which in its tura-

is responsible to the country at large, through its Representatives in the Legis'

lature ; but District Superintendunts being clected to office by local electiîv

bodies, are :able to be afiected by local circuimstances, as well as those by whOC'

they are chsei. Individual plrjudice and sectional interest may sometimf''

corne iii contact with the intentions of the Le'gislature, and the requirements Of

the law, and the District Supurinteiondiet ictinig in bis jurdicial capacity
deciding between parties, or on questions afl'ectinîg parties, finds himself il e

different position from that of the District Judge iii the performance of kindred

dutties.

We advert to this peculiar and delicate position of District Superintendetl

to impress upon ail Councillors the importance of insuring to each District SUPe

intendent that independence of action which every Executor of the law sho100)

possess in the performance of his official duties-that the law is to be his gilJ
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por uppet tattara. 155

even in matters in which their own personal feelings and interests may be
involved. A District Superintendent, who, from his standing, qualifications,
ability and experience, is looked up to by the Council as well as by the inhabi-
tants generally, will be beyond the influence of any personal or local opposi-
tion. But such fortunate examples-fortunate for all parties-are rather
exceptions, than the general rule. It is all-important, therefore, that the Dis-
trict Councils, having made the best possible selection for the office of District
Superintenlent, should enable him to feel tliat lie has nothing to fear as long
as he performs his duties eficiently according Io law.

But the most onerous part of a District Superintendent's duties is, to visit
the Schools throughout his District. le can prescribe certain days or weeks
'f certain months for the payment of teachers and the examination of candi-

dates: but the visitation of the schools is literally the work of the vear. The
0tcellent article in this number of our Journal, from the penof the Ilead-

Master (A the Provincial Normal School, clearly shows both the inportace

'Ild the lab>our of School-inspection : and we observe that several District

'Ouncils bave stronglv insisted upon it. The fatigues, exposures, industry,

d1l14 quialifications required in the performance of this most essential part of a

'istrict Superintendqnt's duty-e specialiy in new Districts or settlements-
cannot be easily appreciated. le muzt le upon the road, with a horse or con-

VeYance of his own, during the greater part of the year. This involves no

'mall item cf expense-an expense from wiich nost public oficers are exempt.

they are not compelled to travel. Probably none wvill doubt that a District

%perintendent's duties are much more onerous than those of a District Judge

"O will any doubt that his office is less important, or that it demands a lower
crder of varied qualifications. Why should, thon, the salary of the one be

ýO nuch less than that of the other ? Can it be supposed that a District Super-
'etedent can labour with heart and satisfaction, with energy and constancy,
for a remuneration little more than sutricient for his horse-hire and travelling

ensMes-a remuneration less than that of many clerks or book-keepers in a
erchant's shop ? Can Councillors reasonably expect much and efficient ser-

'ice from a District Superintendent, if thev refuse him a salary equal to that

a sibordinate writing clerk in other public offices ? It is gratifying to see
Cincillors alive to the importance of frequent and thorough school-visitations
ç' the part of District Superintendents ; but they should be eqnally liberal in
rlcouraging Superintendents to do so by showing how highly they value such

1bours. It is quite unreasonable to suppose that the office of District Super-
e 'dent will be filled by men of proper qualifications and character for hal[
eslary attached to other offices requiringlower qualifications and less labour.

eheaP Superintendent, like a cheap School-master, is poor economy. The
lition of £50 or £75 to the salary of a District Superintendent would not
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amount to a penny for each inhabitant of an ordinary District ; but it would be

of no amall importance to the comfort and labours of an individual, and to the

character and efficiency of the most important educational office in a District.

EXAMPLE OF THE FREE SCHOOL SYSTEM.

A friend in the Niagara District informs us, that at the last annual School
Meeting in the School Section in which he resides, the persons nominated as
Trustees refused to serve unless the electors would agree to have the School

supported by assessment upon all the inhabitants of the Section according t

property, as they had found the rate-bill system utterly insufficient to keep uP
a good School. After some discussion, the electors consented ; a moderate
assessment was imposed by the District Council at its next Session for the

Teacher's salary ; and the very first quarter after superseding the rate-bill by
an annual assessment, the number of pupils in the School more than doubled•
We are persuaded the attendance of pupils will, on an average, increase in like
proportion in the several School Sections throughout the Province, if the people
follow the example of the School Section referred to. If the reasons which
have been adduced in this Journal, and in the example ane history of the New
England States, are insufficient to produce conviction on this subject, let

doubters try the experiment for one year, and their own experience will thee

bh an indubitable witness.

SCHOOL VISITS AND ATTENDANCE FOR THE YEARS 1846-1841.

By reports from sixteen Districts in Upper Canada (reports from the remaig'
ing four Districts not having been yet received) it appears that the childrenof
School age attending School in 1846, were 75,805, and in 1847, 89,613-
being a difference in sixteen Districts in favour of 1847, of nearly fourte 0e
thousand pupils. The total number of visita made to the schoola in thes
sixteen Districts in 1846, was 4309 ; the total number reported for 1841'
was 8886 ;-difference in favour of 1847, of 4576 School visita. Of thes
School visita 21,27 were made by District Superintendents ; 1316 by Cie'
gymen ; 646 by District Councillors ; 964 by Magistrates ; and 3833 by
othr persors. In addition to School-visits, there were public quarterly exaB'
inations in the Schools for 1847, which had not been before required by las'
Lut year was also the first year of the operations of the present School Act.

Common, Schools will languish until the whole community become intereuw

in their efficiency and success-until they are regarded as common prop@ '
As long as elementary education is regarded as a prvate, and not a
interest ; as long au none take any interest in the School except those



happen to be sending children to it ; as long as the more wealthy and educated
Persons in the community look upon the Common Schools as a mere matter of
concern for the lower classes, the Common Schools instead of being the
best, will be the poorest Schools in the country. But let the leading and most
intelligent persons in each Township and Section countenance the Common
School, and it will soon become as much better and more respectable than any
Private School of the same class, as it is more important. The Common
8 ehools will be, as they now are in the New England States, the best and
Inost respectable Schools. It was with a view of securing the influence and
co-operation of the leading persons throughout the Province that the Clergy,
bistrict Councillors and Magistrates have been created School Visitors by the
Present School Act. It was thought by some friends of general education
that these voluntary visita would be "few and far between ;" but we are
happy to find that this provision of the law has not proved a dead letter-that
the number of visita bas much exceeded what had been anticipated during the
first year ; and we doubt not their number will be doubled if not trebled the
eurrent year, while the public quarterly examinations of each School will
tate increased interest in every neighbourhood where they are herd.

'LtSOLUTIONS TO SECURE A PROPER ORGANIZATION OF SCHOOL
SECTIONS, AND TO ASCERTAIN PUBLIC SENTIMENT ON

THE MODE OF SUPPORTING SCHOOLS.

'he Council of the Colborne District is adopting a judicious plan of
Þlaing the Common Schools within its jurisdiction on the best footing.
Proceeding in this spirit and manner, the Schools in that District will soou

Placed upon the true foundation of public convenience and support, and the
structure of an admirable system of Schools will be reared to the honour of its

ectors and the benefit of the rising and future generations. We copy theý
follOwing Resolutions from a handbill which bas been forwarded to us by the
YÙstrict Superintendent, and which the Council has ordered to be printed in

14ge numbers to be filled and put up in various places in each Township
r the District.

R%'utions adopted by the District Coun- To define, and where it may be Con-
ci' of the Colborne Distnet, ai &h sidered necessary, to enlarge, unite, or

àsgion hld in February, 1848. otherwise alter, or if judged expedient, to
10 lvD,-That the several Council- entirely re-model the several School 8-

of this District, ýhall hold a Public tions in each Township respectively, and
sking in each of their respective Town- to determine the sites of the several Behoot
i::of which meeting at ieast twelve Hous in such School Section; and for-

' notice shall be given, in three or thermore,-to enable the District Coun-
re Of the most public places therein, cillors to ascertain as far as possible, the
objects of which meeting shall be,- sentiments of the inhabitants respecting

fagu Rypper Itanabe. 157
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the mode of paving School Teachers their
salaries: by increasing the anount assessed
on property for that purpose, and thereby
diminishing the amount, or entirely super-
ceding the quarterly " Rate-Bills."

RESOLVEn,-That in any case where it
may appear desirable to form Union School
Sections, to consist of parts of adjoining
Townships, the Councillor of the Town-
ship, desirinîg such Union Section, shall
immnediately inform the Councillor of the
adjoining Township of7such desire, and
the Councillors of both Townships shall
conjointly appoint a meeting of the inha-
bitants of such parts of adjoining Town-
ships as it may seem advisable to embrace
in such Union Section, to take place at
somie time subsequent to the general Pub-
lic Meetings in both such Townships, and
shall give sufficient notice thereof, and
shall also attend sucl meeting.

RJ:sovEo,-That the Conncillor of
each Township, and also the Township
Clerk of ea'eh Township, shall, and they
are hereby r'inired to attend at siiehi pi-
lic meetings aforescaid ; and the Couicil-
lor shaîl proceed, w it the tie advice and
assistance of the Township Clerk, and
such of the inhabitant hooselholders as
shall attend at such meetings to define the
limits of the several School Sections in
such Townships, and in such Unions, and
to determine the sites of the several
School Iouses therein, (subject always
to the approval of the Municipal Council
in Council assembled.)

And shall also, at such public meetings
propose to the meeting the question-

WVhether the inha.bitant hoseho/ders de-
sire that the MIunîicipal Council should
increase the School Assessnent so as to

diminish, or entirely supersede the quar-
terly Rate-Bills, and if they desire any
inercase, to what extent ?

And the several Conucillors shall take
a vote at every such public meeting on
the foregoing question, and shall record
the number of votes for and against the
increase proposed at such meetings, and
shall report to the Municipal Conncil on
the second day of the Session to be held
in the month of October next, the resuit
of such appeal to the people on the sub-

ject of the School Assessmnent ; and aIso,
the description, limits, and nuimbers of ail
the School Sections fornied as aforesaid.

And if parties shall consider theiselves
nggrieved in the matter of snch limits or
School Sections, thev shall have the right
of appeal to the Monicipal Cotmneil, pro-
vided such appeual be made during the
session of the Council to be held in Octo-
ber next.

(\hbere the word Counillor is used in
the foreoinig Resolutions il refereice to
Townships rlurnin« 1r Contcieillors. it
it shalil be understooi in the plural num-l
ber.)

:s ., h tre be appended
to the foregoing Resolution the followinie

N O T 1 C E.

A Public Meeting of the Inhabitaît
Ilouseholders of the Township of
will be held ut , (n - the -

day of -- , 1848, ut 12 o'clock, A
for the purpose stated mn the above
" Resolutionis''

By Order of the Council.

W. SuERIDAS,
District CIetrk

District Council Chamber.
Pittrborough, teb. tI18.

PUBLICATIONS AND PERIODICALS RECEIVED.

We beg to acknowledge the receipt from the Publisher of certain lRA
ON THE STATE oF EDUcATIoN IN THE PRoVINCE oF CANADA; being a Re-Pr'9

of Two Articles which appeared in the British Aterican Journal of e

and Physical Science for January and March, 184t : by 'L.'" Pp.
BEcKET, M ontreal. 0f the First Part, which appeared in the January 111>"'
ber of the very excellent periodical from which the whole is reprinted, we h&
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already expressed a favourable opinion. Its tone is calm, candid, and dignified.
Of the Second Part, which is chiefly devoted to the discussion of Educational
Tnatters in Lower Canada-we cannot express so decided an opinion, as we
aire not sufficiently acquainted with the practical working of the system
of popular Education in that section of the Province, nor of the merits of the
eeveral matters involved in the author's discussion of the question. The
Remarks seem to be made with modesty and courtesy, and are calculated to
Promote a good feeling in the consideration and discussion of the ail-important
5ubject of which the author so ably treats. The work is neatly printed, and
18, we understand, for sale at the several Booksellers in Toronto and other

Places-price 4d.

THE CALLIOPEAN, edited by the Young Ladies connected with the Burling$on

tadies' Haadem, IIamilton, merits especial notice. As a publication, it is
tique in connexion wtitli literary institutions in Canada, and, therefore,-but

ilore particularly as it is the production of the united pens of young and culti-

Vted femaies,-ve bestow upon it a more than cordial greeting. Its articles

eeince a good deal of taste and culture on the part of the contributors, and are

a4qrked by much chasteness and beauty of thoughr, and generally great purity
ýfld elegance of diction. It is very neatly printed, and is published semi-

41ulthly, price 5s. per annum. We have also received the Annual Catalogue

0f the Officers and Pupils in the Burlington Ladies' Academy for the year

1 -478. We are happy to perceive from the number of the Pupils (201) that

the prospects of this admirable Institution are in the highest degree flatterinog

t the zeal and ability of the Principal, Preceptress, and their assistants.

novIs10N FOR FDUCATION IN THE
~srERN STS.-For EdLIlcation inl the
est miiceit provision has been lad.

tlete new States, a square Iile in
central part of each ToXiwnship is set

'1îlrt for the support of Cornînoii Schools,

ldkIlIg onle tlirtv-sixth part of the pnblic
. Congress has also, from time to

made speciail grants of large and
uable tracts to State Academies, Co!-

Se5 , &c. Besides these graints, 3 per ct.
1 Proceeds of sales of public lands is

t over to the several States in whicl
eY lie, and to be used by them for the

uragement of learning, and especially
the establishments of Institutions of a
hglier grade thau Common Schools.-

Added to all these gifis of the general
Governent is the United States deposit
fu nd, wh i was distributed amiiolng the
States, and iii, several instances appropri-
uted by tieii to the cause of educatiol.

Accordling to an article in the Joîrnalî1

of Commerce, the total grants to severai
of the States are about as follows

Colleges and Academies. Common ScI.

Ohio, ..... 70,000 acres. 700,000 acres.
Indiana, .. 46,000 " 350,000
llinois 46,000 900,0o0 "
Michigan,. 46,000 " 1,100,600
Iowa, ..... 46,000 " 1,400,000 "
Missouri,.. 46,000 " 1,100,000 "

New -York Obsertsr.

pot lppet €antai.



(?' The important and able communication of the Head-Master of the
Normal School contains an answer to the principal questions proposed by "F," tO
whose enquiries we have heretofore referred. " F.'s" letter, containing remarks
which may be considered personal, we do not think it advisable to insert
The laudable object he had in view will have been attained by Mr. RoBssT'
soN's communication.

(j: Mr. HiND's second admirable article on .agricultural Education, toge-
ther with annexed valuable Tables, will be given in our next number.

P. S.-The Second Session of the Provincial Normal School opened 011
Monday the 15th instant. On the first day, seventy-three candidates presented
themselves for admission. Most of them have already been engaged in School'
teaching. The number of Students during the present Session will doubtless
exceed one hundred.
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