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EDUCATION.

B Biography as a Meansof Teaching and Fraining.

A PAPER READ BEFORE THE UNITED ASSOCIATION OF
SCHOOLMASTERS IN ENGLAND.

That the story of a life is, and ever has been, singularly attrac-
tive to man, and especially so to the young, can, I thigk, be estab-
lished by a passing reference to history, to our current hteratur.
and to our individual experience.

Biography might aptly be termed the warp of history. For what
event has ever been recorded of which a life was not the basis,
and in which ¢ man was not the foreground 2 ‘Lo look back
upon history is to look upon a crowd—tumultuous, shifting and
confused ; to understand which, one must make a selection ard
proceed to inquiries, that is, study Biography.

And upon studying history, will it not appear as though this
biographical teaching had ever been the most common and
influential means by which to convey instruction? For if, in the
B primitive times, some venerable patriarch gathered around Lim his

 children and his grand children beneath the shadow of the oak, the
olive, or the palm—there to inform them in their varied duties, and
emulate them to virtuous and noble achievements, was it notthelife-
story of some reverea ancestor, or some honoured and distinguished
contemporary, that kindled such unwonted fire in the old man’s
eyes, and called up a corresponding enthusiasm in the faces of his
youtbful listeners? Was it not by the recital of some thrilling
piece of biography, that it wouid be made evident how that
peculiar gifts aud  benedictions alighted upon the conforming
and the pious, while severe and significant judgments over-
took and brought to ruinths indifferent, the doubter, or the scoffer ?
So alsq, if the sturdy warrior sought a theme by which to cheer his
comrades by the lonely watch-fire, or dare them to the deadly
breach, was not the heroism of some mughty progenitor the watch-

word and the incentive ? In fact, does not all history go to show,
that the memory of those * who had made their lives sublime?
was the most potent charm by which 10 invoke the inspiration of
the poet. the eloquence ofthe orator, the endurance of the worker,
und the valour of the brave? In all literature, in all tradition, the
impure mytholosy of the Greeks, the heroic stories of the Romans,
the indecent fabies of the Hindoos, the barbaric lays of the Celts,
and the chivalric minstrelsy of the muddle ages, do life-stories
predomumate;; all teem with ‘proper names ; the universal subject
appears to be Man, and the nuversal predicate some form of the
verb, o live.

If we turn to that purest and most ancient stream of historic lore
—the Holy Scriptures—the power and prevalence of biographical
teaching will be still more apparent. Wity, I should supposz that the
Bible, apart from its high and holy functions as a Divine Revelation,
and considered simply upon its merits as a book, would be allowed to
be one of the most captivating compositions ever penned. Now, to
what does it owe its charms ? Is it not to its life-storigs 2 Cannot each
one of us remember how thay, in our childhood, we pored for hours
over its beautiful narratives—how that we were troubled at the suffer-
ings, and rejoiced at the prosperity, ofa Joseph, a David, a Jesus, and
a Paul.  And how;, 100, that, in spite of all the little perplexities of
our understandings, arising from its Eastern customs and super-
natural element, we always brought away from these Bible-stories
the settled conviction, that conduct which was good and pure, and
true, was, somehow or the other, sure to come right at last. And
when one looks back at these pleasant days, the thought arises,—
Surely, if less were sawd about reading the Bible as a dutyand a
task, and more made of the delights and pleasures that attend its
perusal, might not more Bibles be redeemed from cobwebs and
dust, and fewer ¢« souls perish for lack of knowledge 2> But let
that pass.

Not only as u literary production, but more remarkably as a
Divine Revelation, is the biograplucal teaching of the Word of God
significant. ‘To open its sacred pages with the firm conviction
that it is really and fiterally an inspired work, and then proceed to
examme wto its method, one must reason thus: Here the Divine
Wisdom condescends 1o 1astruct the dull ignorance of his creatures,
in one of the most difficult and important of subjects, and here
every precept and every truth are

% Draws out in living characters.”

The Deity teaches by biography—sometimes by an allegory,
sometimes by a fizure, and sometimes by a real life—but always
biographically. To turn for 2 moment “or two 10 our current Iit~
crature. What art the books that are umiversally read and relished 2
The books that reach no end of editions, and wander into g perfect
babed of tangues? The books that, pampered in crimson and gold,
adorn the drawing-rooms of the great; or, uncereraoniously snub-

bed mto a coarse paper wrapper, accompany the miscellancous
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articles to be found in thu satchel of the schoolboy, and the tool-
basket of the mechanic ? Need I name ¢ Robinson Crusoe,” ot
s Pilgrim’s Progress,” or ¢ Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” or ¢ Petrarch’a
Lives,” or ¢ Macaulay’s Essays,’ or ¢ Captain Cook’s Voyages,”
or ¢ Benjamin Franklin’s Auto-biography,” with the scores of
similar works whose very names are ‘¢ household words,”” and
which to be unacquainted with one must bo transcendently learned,
or deplorably ignorant, Now is there anything in common anong
these favourites of the multitude that wih in any degree acciunt
tor their great popularity? It can scarcely be attributed to their
style ; for some are learned, and others are commonplace and
wiomatic, Nor can it bo the particular order of literature; for wa
find here a fiction, there an allegory, and here again a dry matter
of fact. What, then, is the secret charm that works in such dissi-
mular compositions? I think the solution will be found in the fact,
that all contain, more or less complete, the story of a life ; they are
biographical—hence their attractiveness. And this view will be
strenglhened, if we turn from readers to authors, and infer the pre-
vailing taste of the people from the prevailing practice of writers.
Read the Reviuws, estimate the comparative successes of authors
and their works, and oxamine the balance-sheets of publishers,
and it is highly probable that you would be found to affirm, that,
m any book intended for the general reader, biography—either
real or imaginary—is a sine quf non to be popular, profitable, and
to a certain extent immortal, a book must photograph one of the
many phases of human life.

Now a glance at our individual experience. What is our
verdict as educators? Do we fiud that the children discover any

reference for these life-stories? For myself, yes. I have seen

arge classes of tiny infants sit fascinated, or clap their little hands
for very pleasure, under the influence of some touching life-story
feelingly narrated. 1 have reen crowds of weary children, 1n an
ir convenient, ill-ventilated Sunday-school roused to eager attention
by some life-like biographical sketch. And most vividly do I
remember the impression repeatedly produced upon a gang of
barge-boys and costermongers” that attended, or rather patronized,
a primitive kind of Ragged-School in an exceedingly low neigh-
bourhood by tlus very biographical teaching. Over and over again
has order been restored, and an hour’s wrapt attention secured,
by the skilful narration of the life of some Scripture worthy ; and I
have considered it no bad compliment both, to teacherand subject,
when the noisiest and most vulgar of the whole troop have pea-
ceably retired with a ¢« Good-night Teacher,”” and confidentially
remarking to each other, as they lighted their short pipes at the
door—¢¢ Waell, if that %ere tale dida’t beat Phelps, blow ae!?? 1
think therefore that if one had the time and talent properly to
enlarge upon the peints to which I have just hurriedly referred,
we should agree that history, our current literature, and our indi-
vidual experience, all go to prove that the 1 aching of biography 1s
universally attiactive.

As teachers anxious to discover the causes of the various mental

henomena that come under our notice, we may very properly
inquire why biography should thus enlist the sympathiesand arrest
the attention of man? One or two thoughts have suggested them-
selves to my own mind which I will venture to mention for your
consideration. .

In the first place, I think some of this relish for life-stories may
be traced to the social nature of mankind. It would almost appear
to be an essential element of human happiness to know everybody,
and a good share of everybody’s affairs. No wretched Bosjeman
is sufficiently sunk 1n barbarism to be below his notice, and no
Impenal Majesty can rise to such heights of grandeur as to be
beyond his observation: he will devour with equal avidity the
discoveries of Dr. Livingstone or the gossip of the Court Circular.
Nor do I think that this curiosily springs altogether from a spirit of
impertinent meddling, but would rather refer it to that deep-rooted
couviction which obtains in every breast, that, somehow or the
other, the condition and conduct of each is affected by the condition
and conduct of all. The every-day greetings of <« How do you
do,” and « God be with you,” are not the mere meaningless con-
ventialities of an artificial society, but, rather, the natural outgoings
of humanity grown up into a habit ; hence it seems natural that the
story of one man’s career should possess attractions for all.

Again, some of this interest in biography may result from that
mysterious quality in man which, for want of a term, I will call
the ¢ consclousness of immortality.” [ mean, that intense and
undefinable longing to penetrate the obscurity of the past, or tht
future, that feeling of veneration that lends such pecuhiar charms
to every thing dead, or very old, rendering Lonfellow’s advice to
4 let the dead (})ast bury 1ts dead,” a practical impossibility, tevers-
ing, too, the old proverb, and estimating ¢ a dead dog as better

than a living lion, so that the virtuous and the brave who have
assed to the spirit world, revisit the imagination like another

gumuol before another Saul, invested with parts and graces embel-

lished and exaggerated by the doubtful light of the tomb.

To man’s social nature, then, and fo the sancity which he
attaches'to the memory of the dead, I think may be referred some
of thy preference which 1s so umversally discovered for biogra-
phical teaching. ) .

If what has been advanced be true in fact, and fair in inference,
it will be admitted that the teaching by life-stories offers a strong
means by which to get at, and to intluence, the minds of ¢hildren
and so0 merits tho attention of every teacher.

But admitting that biography possesses all these charms, and
can exert al} this influence, { do not think 1t by any means follows
that the results of such teaching will invariably be good. Indeed,
it is quite competent for us to ask, whether some men’s memories
may not be left to perish? being neither fit to ¢ point a moral,
nor %10 alorn a tale: > hves « 50 rank and pestilent,” as ’twere
wise and merciful to treat as carrion, and leave to the waters of
oblivion. With this doubt uppermost 1 one’s mind, a further ques-
tion forces iteelf upon our cousideration, namely : What use do we
wish to make of tgis biographical teaching? “To which I would
answer: Ist. We wish to introduce the Yeople to good company ;
anddﬁndly. We wish to set before them the ‘most unexceptionable
models.

Now, accepting these two objecte as proper ones, and worthy to
be pursued, suppose we look about us in society, and ascertain
whether the various agencies which profess to be mea. s of public
instruction, and to draw their lessons from life-stories, are taking
the best course to attain 10 so Jaudable an object.

To begin with those universal exponents of life, whose great
business it is ¢ to hold as ’twere the mirtror up to nature,—I
mean the Opera and the Drama—what sort of companions and
what description of models do they supply ? Not quite what would
satisfy a good taste, I fear. The great majority of their heroes and
heroines are scarcély adapted to strengthen the decont, modest,
workaday notions, which we desire to fasten upon our children;
and although these places are visited more for amusement than
instruction, that cannot be consistently urged as a reason why such
prominence should be given to vice, instead of making the purest
types of character the basis of all dramatic representations.

urn 1ow for 2 moment to some of our Literary teaching. Here
is a first-class Monthly, invested with ail the dignity o 7earmpg,
and stamped with the authority of acknowledged genius, talking
glibly of ethics and metaphysics, and assuming to be critical upon
themes philological, classicat, and poetical—one of the elect
among the literati—and yet, in this most ;esrectable_a and proper
periodical, we find weriters selecting their hfe-stories from the
fowest grade of criminals. Does it not strike one as eome!hm%
lamentably shocking, for 2 gentleman of brilliant parts and finishe
education 10 sit down, month after month, and grope among the
rottenness beneath the gallows, paying more regard to the reputa-
tion of thieves and cut-throats than to his own, and striving to
immortalize the names of Turpin and Jack Sheppard, by a process
which must inevitably tarnish and tread into oblivion his own.

Visit, too, our Classical Academies, and [ suspect we should
find some of the gods and heroes which scholars delight to honout
anything but the incasnations of persevering virtue and patient
plodding righteousness; examples which simple-minded people
would be apt to suppose better adapted to make boys caricature
the pleasa t vices of bad gods than to imitate the sturdy virtues of
good men. )

But, to look a little nearer home, what are we dong In tlus
direction in our Elementary Schools? Take History, for 1nstance.
Do we not sometimes detect ourselves m giving a very unwise
prominence to plots, assassinations, and wars, thus engendering
and cultivaling a feeling of romantic interest on behalf ot the Guy
Fawkes?, the Feltons, and the Napoleons of the world, botk dan-
gerous and undesirable ?— while the really’ noble and sublime §
careers of a Newton, a Watt, a Hunter, a Wilbesforce, or a Ste- ¥
phensonfalrg{ passed by with au indifference as unwise as 1t 15
ungracefu .

‘o turn, lastly, to the very important subject of Scriptural B
Instruction, is there not too much of what goes by the name of §
« faithful teaching,” both in our day and Sunday- chools ? and §
which, if interpreted, I think would 1n many instances mean an #
extremcly injudicious selection of biographical 1Hustrations. Why, §
1o listen 10 some of our teachers, aye, and very good and earmest
ones 100, one would almost be led to conclude that the Bible was
sore antiquated Newgate Calendar, with such frequency and
unction do they enlarge upon the wickedness of its heroes. Baalim A
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the aposiate, Ahab the roprobate, Judas the traitor, and Annanias
the hypocrite, seem to compose their prerogativo biographical
instances ; they appear to be altogether oblivicus of the very
cbvious truth, that in the sacred picture-galiery a_hundred vinues
are personified for one vice—that for a single Baalim we have
¢ the goodly followship of the Prophets;>’ for one Judas, ¢ the
glorious company of the Apostles;? and for a single Aunnanias,
“the noble army of Martyrs;? and these ¢ are set for our
examples,’? as « apples of gold in pictures of silver.”

From this_cursory %lanco at the Drama, at Literature, and ut
some of our Educational doings, we cannat Lut scknowledge that
much of the teaching from life examples 1s likely to be pernicious
in its influence. The companionship chosen is vulgar and crim-
inal, and the models are teo commonly deformed, abnormal, and
aessentially bad. But it will be argued, that in the cases referred
1o these depraved examples were not intended as models atall ;
they are put forward merely as contrasts, and for purposes of
caution and warning. Well, certainly there is some little truth
in this, or the very naming of such vile specimens would be per-
fectly inexcusable. All that I fear is, that the black is rather too
profusely laid on, and that so much # pomp and circumstance *
enlisted on behalf of criminals is apt to convert the gallows into a
monument ; so that, mstead of gibf‘))eting them, we embalm them.
Indeed, it may be faitly questioned as to whether there ie not
already somewhat more of the pootic and heroic element about
these villanous lives than properly componts with lazy, worthless
thieves, and cowardly cold-blooded murderers, and, without being
censorious, one cannot help suspecting that some of these contrasts,
or cautions, or warnings, are put forth for ¢ powerful effects!?
and « thrilling sensations !

Besides, this negative teaching is in direct opposition to what is
found to be successful in the teaching of every other subject. If I
want a child to draw a cone, I do not distract his attention by
showing him every other solid that is not @ cone, just for the sake
of caution or contrast. If I want a child to master the square of
A B, + I do not make him commit to memory a hundred mcorrect
auswers for the sake of caution or contrast; or if I wish to train
a child to distinguish the niceties of tint and shade in the tertiary
colours, I do not dazzle and confound his vision with large sur-
faces of red, yellow, or black. And is it not equally unphiloso-
phical to strive 10 win the heart to love and imitate the beauty and
symmetry of truth and virtue by the daily presentation of false-
hood and vice ?

I contend, then, that since children love life-stories, and since
by means of them we may help them to good companicns and
good models, it becomes our duty as teachers to discard and
discourage all biography tainted and impure, owever stirring may
be the incidents und exciting the detas with which it may be
interlarded. But « Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things
ate honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are
lovely, whatsoever things are of good report, if there be any virtue,
if there be any praise, Jet them think on these things.®® " Having
decided to give the preference to the biography of men of gooﬁ
character, we mught with propriety ask ourselves: What are the
most ugeful aspirations for us to awaken in our chitdren? Shall
we stimulate the young imaginations to strive afier eminence in
goetry, or literature, or politics, or war? These are, without

oubt, tandable objects of ambition, and onght not to be discour-
aﬁgd, especially among the ¢ Upper Ten Thousand,” but with the
children of mechanics and tradesmen before us, should not our
efforts be principally directed to the exaltation of every homely
virtue? Should we uot aim to create an early love for godliness
and true manhness, so that such rugged, prosy qualities as industry,
thrift, benevolence, honesty, and truth might be esteemed by them
as things without.which they could not be happy? And what
kind of lives should I call up before the children’ to excite such
feelings as these ? The lives of men who wore crowns, or coronets,
or mitres? Men whose greatness was the result of some lucky
chance, or the accident of binth? I think rot; rather let me sum-
mon to my aid the life-story of some distinguished member of the
lowly order. If Biography is to be my moral diagram, let it pic-
ture what I wish to teach, and let me tax my teaching power to
nvest the unromantic, unobtrusive pilgrimage ot an earnest, pious,
struggling, working man with some portion of that poetic interest
which is so lavishiy wasted upon worth%ess and undeserving
objects. True, I can do but little towards raising my children to
the pedestal of heroism, but may I not do something towards
bringing heroism down to their daily labour and daily life 7

Now, that the right sort of biographical teaching will conduce to
this end in & very remarkable manner I feel most confident, and
it will act in two important ways: fitst, as 2 direct means of

instruction in itself, and secondly, as a means by which to
strengthen and illustrate other portions of 1nstruction. A good hfo
example is a powerful and impressive teacher, and it will always
sonlve to furmsh  prerogative iustances® in support of particutar
truths.

Biography should be completed—not sketehy, anecdotal, and
incidental, ~ Lot the story begin in childhood, be copiously elabor-
ated in youth, and patieutly followed on to tho closing scene. By
this means thechildren will come to consider therr hero as thoir com-
panion, and will presently conceive for ham a strarge and subhime
sort of triendship; they will sympathise in all his changing
fortunes, and watch out for and praise every good trait in his char-
acter. You will hear them say, with real concern: ¢ What a good
job it was he did this,’? or « What a pity he didn’t know that
and, with a very little care on the pant of the teacher, important
truths will be seized, understood, and remembered, and the children
will appreciate the moral none the less for having discovored it
and approrriaied it themsulves, without the assistance of copy-
book homulies.

Several instances corroborative of these remarks have come
under my own notice, and doublless many teachers of greater
experience have observed more fully the same results. 1 will
conclude these rematks with an instance that cccurred in a lesson
a few months back.

1 have commenly made it a practice to spend an hour in school,
now and then, with a collective lesson upon biography, choosing
for this purpose such lives as those of Franklin, Williams the Mis-
sionary and Martyr of Erromanga, Arkwrnght and Stephenson. It
is to an incident that occurred in a lesson upon the last-named
worthy that 1 beg now to reter.

By means of two or three previous lessons, the boys had become
familiar with the punciple pownts in the early life of George
Stephenson—his father, mother, wife, and little son Bobby were
among the people they knew—the particulars of lus courtship,
marriage, aud his subsequent heavy affliction by the death of lus
wife, were matters fresh in their memory. As well as [ can
reproduce what occurred in the lesson, 1t ran thus:—

“ You boys will remember that m our last lesson I told you about
Stephenson’s visit to_Scotland, when, for the first time in his hie,
he had 1o live and work among strangers. You remember, 100,
that he managed to steer clear of all the new temptations to whech
a new situation and strange shopmates were sure 10 subject him,
and that, by dint of hard work and still harder saving, he found
himself the owner of twenty eight pounds at the end of the year.
You will also remember that his yeasning after his little son, and
his old father and mother, was so0 strong, that he left his situation
and turned his face homeward. I dare say, too, that you have not
orgotten how we tried (o picture to ourselves his daily pilgrimage
as he pursued his weary way across the desolate moors, equipped
in the same heavy boots and coarse clothung, a hitle more patched
aud worn, as he had worn in his outward journey, with the same
sturdy cudgel in his hand, and the same old ki strapped to his
back. Well, now, I want you to come with me agamn in inagin-
ation, and we will overtake him before he reaches home. Here 1s
our acquaintance juet plodding his way up the last hill that hides
the little viilage of Jolly’s Close—now he 18 at the top of the
eminence, and stands leaning upon his stick looking eagerly about
him. I wonder what he is thinking about ? His poor dead Fanny,
may be, and the happiness he buried with her i the grave : and
then he remembers that in yonder little one-roomed cottage, by
the Lrink of the babbling brook, are other dear ones for whom he
may yet labour and save. Now he starts off cagerly down the
Burn side, for his sharp eye has caught sightof a htile curly-headed
urchin playing by that same little cottage door, and something tells
him >tis hic son.  Now he has crossed the rude wooden bridge and
is holding litte Bobby in his arms. The news of Geordie’s return
spreads Tike wildfire, and homely faces begnmed with coal-dust
greet him on cvery side ; while brothers, sisters, and neighbours
crowd with anxious faces around him. But why 1s his welcome
home so quiet aud so very earnest? Where 1s all the noise and
jollity that he anticipated? Why hangs such_an ominous gloom
upon every countenance? Aund why, as his bright eyes glance
inquiringly from facs to face, are moist eyes averted ? Somethmg
is certainly wrong— what can have happened? Liti e Bobby is
safe and sound, with his little arms entwined around his father’s
neck. At length one of the neighbours ups and tells him : ¢ That
his poor old father was engaged cleaning out a boiler, and while
he was inside it, a fellow-workman unwmingzlf turned on the
steam ; the scalding jet fell full upon the poor old man’s face; he
was carried home f?ighlfully scalded, and had sitce become totally

and helplessly blind We will nat even try to picture the dread-
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ful grief of s0 good a son ot the deep afiliction of so kind a father.
But when, upon entering the cottage, he laid his big hand upon the
shoulder of the poor blind old man, and, struggling with his own
sorrow, stiove to cheer and comfort the aged couple, while poor
oid Mabe! laid her head on George’s shouldor anu told him all her
troubles, how that they were deeply in debt, and on the pomt of
ruin j at that moment George’s other hand wandered to his breast-
pocket, and felt a certan mtle leathern bag. ¢ Ah!’ exclim
several of the boys, with an outburst of joy almost angelic, and
truly refreshing for a teacher to witness, ¢ Wasn’t it a good job he
had saved that money 7

I need not say that with such a challenge a teacher would make
the most of the o‘)portmuty, reminding the children that Georgo
had not got together the monoy without some considerable self-
demal, and a good many hard names—he had patched up his own
jacket, and heel-picced his own boots—he had dispensed with
sundry pints of beor and pipes of tobacco. He had been called
mean, unsociable, and stingy, all for the very sake of saving this
identical packet of golden guincas; and now that he lays his
hand upon them, and feels a power there wwhich his less happy
brothers did not possess, and when he paid down the fifteen pounds
which his father was indebled, and placed the aged couple in
circumstances of plenty—when these and similar points are pressed
earnestly upon the eager attention of the children, it 1s plamiy
evident, from the kindling eyes and decided tone of the class, that
both their judgment and their feelings are enlisted on the side ot
saving, and, from that moment, thrift becomes iu their minds a
sacred and religious thing. .

Now, while 1 have in this very impesfect sketch recognized
economy as the virtue that would gain most by the teaching, 1t
will, I think, be allowed that benevolence, and filial duty, would
alsv be received by the willing understandings of the children as
qualities lovely and 10 be desired 10 make them happy.

In this manner, then, [ think biography may be made a means
of direct useful instruction, and of powerful moral and rehgious
training. Before closing these somewhat crude remarks, 1wl
just glance for an instunt at the other use of life-stories, I mean, as
a means by which to strengthen and to illustrate other subjects.
And here again, in order to avoid multiplying cases, I will refer to
the same biographical sketch. Shortly after our lessons on
Stephenson, I remember there wasone on Social Science, tn which
the question arose, ¢ Why ought men to save 2%’ and it was quite
edifying to hear the confident manner in which Stephenson was
brought forward as an instance, in several important questions.
¢« The afilicted must perish miserably, if some did not save ;>
<« children could not be fed, clothed, and educated, if some did not
save,’ and so on ; Stephenson being brought forward as the finish-
ing stroke to the argument in each case. Since that time, in les-
sons on coal, on the locomotive, on a cloci, on coal gas, onthe
safety-lamp, and many other subjects, has l.c same welcome pre-
sence given additional zest and interest to school work. So s it
with other men and other subjects. Captain Cook und Siz John
Franklin will enliven and illustrate many a lesson on Geography
and kindred subjects ; Arkwright, Jacquard, and the elder Pee,, fix
attention on spinning, weaving, aud calico pnuting ; whatever the
subject, Biography will inhance its interest aud enforce its Jessons.
A landscape is a desert without a man, nature is incomplete without
human nature. For truly has the philosopher decided, the noblest
study for mankind is Man.—7'%e Sciwool and the Teacher.

School days of Eminenxt Men Iin Great-RBritain.
By Jony Tiung, F. S. A.
(Continued from our last.)
C.
EDUCATION OF WILLIAM 1.

Although William Henry, Prince of Qrange Nassan, occupies a
gmmmem place m the history of England and of mankind, his

oyhood and education, and subsequent encouragement of letiers,
may be briefly told, He was born 1n 1650, and was the posthu-
mous son of Willtam I1. of Orange, by Mary, daughter of Charles
L, king of England. He was a weak and Tsickly child ; but Lord
Macaulay describes him as_largely endowed by nature with the
qualities of 2 great ruler, which education developed in no common
degree.

gﬁm William had become King of England, he was to the last
a foreigner in speech, tastes, and “habits.” He spoke our language,

but not well; his accent was foreign, his choico of words was
inelegant, and his vocabulary seems to have beeun no larger than
was necessary for the transaction of business. Our literaturo he
was incapable of enjoying or understanding, He never once, duting
his whole reign, showed himsolf at the theatro. The poets who
wiote Pindaric verses in his praise complained that thew fliglts
of sublimity were beyond his comprohension ; perhaps he did not
lose much by his igiorance. (1)

It is true that his Queen did her best to supply whal was want-
ing. Sho was English by birth, and English "also in her tastes
and feelings. She took much pleasure in the lighter kinds of
literature, and did something towards bringing books into fashion
umong fadies of quality. Sﬁe paid strict attention to hev religious
duties; and her well-bestowed patronage of Doctor Tillotson proves
her to have been a true friend of the church. Tenison proved
himself a friend to public education by founding in St. James’s
parish, attached to his chapel, a school, with schoolmasters to
teach, without charge, 40 poor boys of the parish to read, write,
cast accounts, &a. To Tenison also we owe one of the few public
libraries in the metropolis.

Tenison’s Library, built by Sir Christopher Wren, is situated in
Qastle-street, in the rear of the Nativnal Gillery. It was founded in
1684, by Dr. Tenison, then Vicar of St. Martin's-in-the-Fields, to supply
what be considered a deficiency of * any one shop of a stationer fully
furnisbed with books of various learning within the precinct of tho city
and liberty of that minster.”

CL
THE REIGN OF QUEEN ANNE. ’

Anne, the second daughter of James, Duke of York, by his wife
Anne Hyde, was born at St. James’, in 1665. Her education was
entrusted to Dr. Henry Compton, (subsequently Bishop of Oxford
and of London,) and she was by him firmly grounded in the prin-
ciples of Protestantism.

The reign of Queen Anne (1762 to 1714) was as distinguished
for literature as for arms ; but, although her administrators num-
bered among them eminent scholars, her own tastes and opinions
had little share in calling forth the literary genius and talent which
have led to her reign being styled the Augustan Eraof English
Literature—on account of its supposed resemblance in intellectual
opulence to the reign of the Emperor Augustus. Thus opinion has
not been entirely followed or confirmed in the preseut day. Anne’s
tign produced Addison, Arbuthnot, Congreve, Pope, Prior, Steele,
and Swift—writers of 2 lugh degree of excellence 1n their partie-
ular walks, but scarcely to be compared with the great poets of the
reign of Elizabeth, or with a few other illustrious” names of a sue-
ceeding generation, such as Milton and Dryden. Yet, Addison
and Steele invented or introduced among us the periodical essay, a
species of writing which has never been surpassed, or on the whole
equalled, by any one of their many followers. Who can describe
the lightness, variety, and vrbanity of these delightful papers—
the delicate imagination and exquisite humour of Addison, or the
wéwacl:il > warm-heartedness, and perfectly generous nature of

teele :

This was the age of the Examiners, Spectators, Tatlers, and
Guardians, which gave us the first examples of a style possessing
all the best qualities desirable in a vehicle of general amusement
and instruction ; easy and familiar without coarseness, animated
without extravagance, polished without unnatural 1abour, and from
us flexibility adapted to all the varieties of the gay and the serious,

Next to Addison is Arbuthnot, a writer of sound English, pointed
wit, and polished humour. Congreve is our most brilliant writer
of comedy. Pope wrote the poetry of astificial life with a perfection
never since altained ; and in the hands of Swift, (the most power-
ful and original prose-writer of the period,) satite was carned to
its utmost pitch of excellence; whilst Prior, in his graceful and
fluent versification, reflected the lively iflustration and couol\nal
humour of his master, Horace. Prior’s patron, St. John Lord
Bolingbroke, (one of Anne’s minisity,) was so distinguished a
scholar, that even his most familiar conversations, it is said, would
bear printing without correction ; for he was oue of the most bril-
liant orators and 1alkess of his ume. It is lameuntable to add, that
Bolingbroke from early hfe had cast off belief in revelation. For-
tunately, his works are now but little read.

(1) Prior, who was treated by Willimm with much kinduess, and who
wag very grateful for it, informs, us that the king did not understand
poetical culogy. The passage isin a highly curious manuscript, the

property of Lord Larsdowne,—Macaulay's History of England, vol, il
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Harloy, Earl of Oxford, the favourite minister of Queen Anne,
was not only a great encouragor of learning, but the greatest book-
collector of his time 5 and his curious bovks and manuscripis form
the nucleus of the Harleian Library, now one of the richest treasures
of the British Museum,

Amony the educational ovents of this reign may bo montioned
the estublishment of the Clarendon Press at Oxford, in part from
the proceeds of the salo ol Lord Clarendon’s History of the Rebel-
lion, presented to the Umversity by his son. The building, by Sir
Johm Vanbrugh, continued to ‘be” used accordmg to 1ts onginal
intention until’ 1830, when additional regom being required to supply
the increased demand for books, a new builiug was erected
opposite the Radcliffe Observatory.

CIlL.

REIGNS OF GEORGE I. AND GEORGE II.

George 1. was born at Hanover, in 1660, on the day before that
on wluch Charles I1. made his entry into” London, at”the Restora-
tion. His education was grossly neglected, notwithstanding that
his mother, the Electress g‘ophia, was the protector of the learned
men of her day, and spoke five languages with fluency. The
Prince’s inattention to study must have been great indeed’; for he
never acquired even the language of the people (the English) over
whom he expected to reign. A%er his accession to the throne, he
established professorships of Modern History in the universities ;
and ho gave the library of the Bishop of Ely, which cost the king
6 nineas, to the Universi% of Cambridge. He liberally
Ka_tromzed Vertue, the engraver ; bestowed the Eauroaleshnp upon

licholas Rowe; and encouraged Dr. Desaguliers in rendering
natural philosophy popular, in a course of lectures at Hampton
Court.  When congratulated by a courtier on his being sovereign
of Grzat Bruitain and Hanover, ¢ rather,” gaid the King, ¢ congiat-
tlate me on having such a subject it one as Newton, and such a2
subject in the other as Leibnitz.”?

In this reign were educated Samuel Johnson ; and Hume and
Robertson, the historians.

George 1I., the only son of George I. and his queen Sophia
Dorothea, was born at” Hanover, in 1683. He was educated under
the direstion of his grandmother, but was nowise distinguished for
learming, nor in aftes-life folt or affected the least admiration for
att, science, or literature. In lus long reign, however, flourished
in luerature, Sher ock, Hoadley, Secker, Warburton, Leland, Thom-
son, Akenside, Home, Gray, Johnson, the two Wartons, Robertson,
Ilume, Fielding, and Smollet; not to mention Swift, Pope, and
Young, the survivors of a former age. Yet, this and the previous
reign were a blank half century in the annals of the education of
the people.

@ At the close of thereign of George II. was opened The Briush
§ HMuseum, which may be regarded as one of the educational insti-
&y tutions of the country.

8 The British Museum bas been the growth of a century, between tho

purchase of Montague House for the collection in 1733, and the comple-
tion of \be new bulldings. The Museum originated in a suggestion in
g the will of Sir Haus Sloane (d. 1753), offering his collection to par-

liament for 20,0001, it having cost him 50,0001, The offer was accepted;
and by an Act (26tf| George I1.) were purchased all Sir Hans Sloaue's
“ library of books, drawings, manuscripts, prints, medals, seals, cameos
and intaglios, precious stones, agates, jaspers, vessels of agate and

B4 jasper, crystals, mathematical instruments, pictures, &¢. By the same

M Act was bought, for 10,0002, the Harleian Library of MSS, (about 7600
% volumes of rolle, charters, &c.); to which were added the Cottonian
B Library of MSS., aud the library of Major Arthur Edwards. By the
8 ssme Act also was raised by lottery 100,000L, out of which the Sloane

¥ and Harleian collections were paid for; 10,2500 to Lord Helifax for

i Montaguc House, and 12,8731, for its repairs ; a fuad being set apart for
Trustees were clected
g8 from peraons of rank, station, and literary attainments; and tho insti-
B1 tution was named Tae Britisn Mussuvy. To Montague Houso svers
Ry tewmoved the Harlelan collection of MSS. in 1755 - other collections in
1756 ; and the Muscum was opened to the public January, 15, 1759,

CIIl.

EDUCATION OF GEORGE 1III.

8 How various the fortunes under which the royal youth of Eng-
B iand have been reared for her 1ule and goverament may be seen
B by a glance through the preceding pages. The retrospect will be
% \0teresting and instructive, in showing the storm and sunshine, the
g promise and blight, amid which have been reared the princes of

This blessed plot, thig earth, this realm, this England,
This nurse, tliis tceming womb of royal Kings,
Fear’d by their breed, and famous by their birth.

Shakspeare, Richard 11,

As we agproach the close of the long line, such violence and
trouble us besot the infancy of our earliest soversigns 1s no longer
to bu recorded of the hives of their successors: we have no longer
to chrontcle how the heir to the crown drew his fiist lessons, safo
only 1 tho strength of the fortress ; or how the course of his early
studies was broken by sluflmg from castle to castle, as the only
seeurtty amidst the fierce contentions of civil war. Such chances
of evil have long ceased to beset the infancy of our kings ; but they
bave been succeeded by troubles of a milder kind—though of
almost equal ill-promise for the welfare of princes—in the political
difficulues which have too often attended their early lives, and
beset their training for the kingly office, ‘The boyhood and youth
of George I1I. were clouded with such disadvantages, which, how-
ever, the strong natural sense of the prince, in great measure,
enabled him to overcome. Whatever may have been the defects
of tug own tratmng, 1t must be acknowledged that the King was—
what many influential persons of Ins time were not—¢ an avowed
friend to the diffusion of education, and certainly was not afraid
that his subjects should be made either more difficult to govern, or
worse in any other respect, by all classes and every individual of
them being taught to read and to write.”” His reigu is perhaps to
be placed above every other of the same length in modern history,
for the accessions to almost every depaitment of kuowledge b
which it was signalized : and even the latter half of the period,
notwithetanding the wars and political confusion by which it was
disturbed, was at least as tisunguished for the busy and suceessful
culivation of science and literature, as the quieter time that
preceded.

George William Frederick, the eldest son of Frederick Lewis,
Prince of Wales, and Augusta, daughter of Frederick il., Duke of
Saxe-Gotha, was born mn 1738, av” Norfolk House, St. James’s-
square. The nation were elated at the birth of the heir presump-
tive to the throne ; and on the first anniversary of his birthday, he
was coungratulated by a company of 60 Lilliputian soldiers, all
under twelve years of age, who were received by the infant prince
wearing an umiform, hat and feather ; and next year he was present
at a masque written by Thomson and Mallet, to commemorate the
accession of his famly to the Bntish throne. At ihe age of six,
the prince was placed under the care of Dr. Francis Ayscough,
afterwards Bishop of Bristol, who, writing to the pious Dr. Dod-
dridge, says: « L'thank God 1 have one great encouragement to
quicken me in my duty, which is the good disposition of the
children entrusted to me; as an instance, I must tell you, that
Prince George (10 his honour and my shame) had learnt several
Pages in ,our book of verses, without any direction from me.”

‘The Prince of Wales was a liberal patron of men of letters. He
paid great attention to the education of his son, for whose use he
commissioned Dr. Freeman to write the History of the English
Tongue. On the first appearance of the Ra-ibler, by Dr. Johuson,
he also sought out the author that he might befriend him; the
Prince also greatly encouraged Vertue, the engraver; and upon
ohe occasion he sent the poet Glover a banknote ot 5004, to console
him in his affliction. . . )

To accustom the young Prince and his brothers to rhetoric, plays
were got up at Leicester House; when Prince George filled the
character of Portius, in Calo, and recited the prologue. The
mstruction of the young actors was entrusted to Quin, the comedian,
who, many years_ afterwards, on _hearing of the graceful manner
in which George Ifl. delivered his first speech from the throne,
said, with delight, ¢ Aye! *twas I that taught the boy to speak.”
With Lord Harcourt and Lord Waldegrave successively as gov-
ernors, and Dr. Hayter, bishop of Norwich, succeeded by Dr. John
Thomas, Bishop of Peterborough, as preceptors, and under the
more irfluential superintendence of Lord Bute, the Prince pro-
gressed in his studies, but was kept in great privacy by his nother,
whose notions were certamly very narrow. Qne of her complaints
against the Bishop of Norwich was that ¢ he insisted upon teach-
ing the Princes logic, which, as she was told, was a very old
study for children of their age, not to say of their condition.”
From Lord Bute the Prince derived his chief Fnowledge of the
constitntion ; Bute actuall{ drawing his subjects for conversation
from the Commentaries of Blackstone, the author permitting him
to see that work in manuscript, and even to submit it to be read
by the Prince. He grew up to be perfectly master of all the pre-
prieties of his station ; and the decorum of his private conduct
gave a higher tone to public mannors, and made the domestic
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virtues fashionable oven in circles where they wero most apt to be
treated with neglect, He was well acquainted with the language,
habits, and sustitutions of the Enghish people. ¢ Born and edu-
cated 1 this country,” sanl lus mayesty, 1n lus opeming s{)cech to
the Parliament, ¢ fglory in the name of Briton, and I hold the
civil aud rehigious nights’of my people equally dear with the most
valuable prerogative of my crown.” Aud never, tiroughout the
course of a long and anxious reign of siaty Ycars, did lus actions
as a man or a prince contradict the boast. “He was profoundly yet
unaffectedly religious ; lus love of Christianuty strongly displaying
itse.f even in lus sixteemth year, when he distnbuted within his
own circle ono hundred copies of Dr. Leland’s view of deitical
wrilers, wrillen in contravention of their pernicious wntings.
George III. was hikowies a luver of music, his favourito composer
being Handel, and we have seen in the King’s handwriting
lengthy programmes of chamber concerts performed in Windsor
Castie. He liberally patromized Cook, Byron, and Wallis, the
navigators ; Herschol, the astronomer ; and We-t, the historical
imiuler; and he took a lively interest in the toundation of the
Ruyal Academy of Arts. He collected a library of 80,000 volumes,
the most complete ever formed by a single individual : 1t 1s now
in the British M. seum, and known as ¢ the King’s Library.”’ His
Majesty collected this library at Buchingham House. Dr. Johnson,
by pernussion of the hbrarian, frequently consulted books.

It is curious that the Royal collector (George 111.) and his venerable
librarian (Mr. Barnard) should bave survived almost sixty yems after
commencing the formation of this, the most complete private librasy 1n
Europe, endily approprinting 2000/, per annum to this object, and
adbering with scrupulous attentivn to the instructions of Dr. Johnson,
contnined in the admirable letter printed by order of the House of Com-
mons."—Quarterly Review, June, 1826.

To Johuson, Shenidan, Beatue, and Blaw, George Ill. granted
pensions ; he especially admired Dr. Johnson, who has recorded
a long conversation with His Majesty ; and after the interniew, the
Doctor observed to the royal librasian, ¢ Sir, they may talk of the
King as they will, he is liw finest gentleman I have “ever seen.”
He subsequently declared that ¢ the King’s manners were those
of as fine a gentleman as ne might suppose Lows the Fourtesnth
or Charles the Second to have been.”

(70 be continued.)

Suggestive Hints towards Improved Secular
Instruction.

BY THE Rev. Ricarp DawEes, A. M.
XI.
NaTuraL PHILOSOPIIY.
(Continued from our last.)

Dew. When it is once undeistood that the air of the atmosphere
holds up a considerable quantity of vapour, and that the greater
its temperature the greater isthe quantity which it holds, it will
be easily understood that, when any portion of air comes in contact
with a body colder than itself, that it will throw down some of its
moisture.

During the daytime, the earth, plants, etc., absorb heat from the
sun ; when he goes down, they radiate or give off part of the heat
they have ~tsorbed, and consequently cool ;—this cools the air in
contact w...x them, and when cooled below the point which enables
it to hold vy all the vapour which it had taken up during the day,
it lets it fall again— this is called the dew-pomt. Now, some
plants and some leaves, and earths give off heat faster than others
—on such a more copious dew will be deposited. On the contrary,
gravelled walks, stone, etc. give off heat less rapidly, and on them
little or no dew falls.

This all know from experience, or at least ma easily ascertain
it i—then to call their attention to the beautiful drops of dow
formed on the leaves—the service they are to the plants—the
beautiful provision of the Almighty in causing the dew to fall more
cop.ously ou the vegetable world, which wants it, than on the
rneral—attraction of cohesion keeping the globules together, ete.
Wihy they disappear in the morning, again becoming vapour.

Lutle or no dew on cloudy rughts: why ? An umbrela overhead
in aa evening prevents the falling of dew on the person—on the
clothes — the philosophy of this—the clouds are an umbrella, and
the reason why no dew falls on a cloudly night apphes to the
umbrella—held over the head.

Any schoolmaster taking an interest in this subjoot, will seo
somo very simple but curious and nstructive experiments in
Grifliths® «¢ Chemustry of the Four Seasons.” They constst 1n taking
cqual portions of dry wool of a given waoight, and placing them
the evening— one on gravel, another on glass, another on grass, but
sheltered by a slight covering a little elovated above it. and then
at sunnse taking them up and weighing them; of course the
increased woight, which will in all these positions vary very much,
18 the weaght of water deposited in the shape of dew. These and
a variety ol phenomena connected with this subject, easy of explan-
ation—such as tho mists—the fogs rising 1n damp, marshy places
—following the courso of a river, and many appearances of,a like
kind, which those living in the country are in the habit of witness-
ing, may be studied with great interest: but, as it is merel my
object 10 throw out what I conceive to be useful hints, I will not
pursue it further,

The force with which the absorption of meisture by porous bodics
causes them to expand, is much greater than those who have
never thought on the subject have an 1dea of.

As an i. stance of this, and of turning it to practical purpose, Sir
John Herschel, in his ¢ Discourse on the Study of Natural Philoso-
pl?',” gives the following very interesting one, as a process which
18 had recourse to in some parts of France, where millstones ara
made : ¢ When a mass of stone sufficiently large is found, it 1s
cut into a cylinder seveial feet high, and the question then arises
how to subdivide this into horizontal pieces, s0 as to make as many
millstones. For tins purpose horizontal indentations or grooves wre
chiselled out quite round the cylinder, at distances curresponding
to the thickness intended to be given to the millstone, into which,
wedges of dried wood are driven. These are then weited or
exposed to the night Jew, and next morming the different pieces
are found separated from each other by the expansion of the wood
arising from its absorption of moisture.”

This 18 a very curivus instance of a simple natural power doing
what would require great trouble and expense to eftect ; either by
cluselling through, or by any machinery of sawing, sonietimes
used for dividing blocks of stone. The same author also mentions
another instance where a knowledge of the laws of nature, although
acting here in a different way, is called into action. In this case
the heat first expanding, and then the application of the water
causing a sudden contraction. In the granite quarries near Ser-
ingapatam the most enormous blocks are separated from the solid
rock by the following neat and simple process. The workmen
having found a portion of the rock sufficiently extensive, and |
situated near the edge of the part already quarried, Iay bare the
upper surface, and mark on it a line in the direction of the intended
separalion, along which, a groove is cut with a chisel, abouta
couple of inches in depth. Abovae this groove a narrow line of fire
is then kindled and maintained till the rock below is thoroughl
heated ; immediatel%' on which a line of men and women, eac
provided with a potful of cold water, suddenly sweep off the ashes,
and pour the water into the heated groove, when the rock at once
sphts with a clean fracture. Square blocks of six feet in the side,
and upwards of eighty feet in length, are sometimes detached by
this method.

The following practical way of giving au insight into the prin-
ciple on which bodies float ia fluids lig?lter than themselves, and
of estimating their weight by the quantity of fluud displaced, has
been found very serviceable’

They have two tin vessels, a larger and a smaller one, the Jarge
one having a small spout level with the top, so that, when filled
with water and running over, it may discharge itself 1nto the small
vessel placed by the side of it; the small one of known dimen-
siong, say nine inches square at the bottom and six mches high,
with a graduated line on one of the sides, so that it may be
immediately seen to what height the water rises when flowing ¥
mto it, and of course knowing Sle area of the base, and multiply-§
ing this into the height at which the iater stands, will give its
volume. :

Then they are provided with a number of cubes of wood, the [
woods of the parish, oak, elm, ash, etc., four incheson a side—§}
together with other pieces of ary irregular shapes, for the purpose g
of experiment. .

Having filled the larger vessel with water uE to the spout, and§
Placcd the smaller one ..nder it, the teacher takes a cube of oak, |§

or instance, floats 1t on the water, which immediately begins 1o
flow into the smaller vessel, and when it has ceased o do so, the §
height at which 1t stands 15 observed. They then calculate the@
number of cubic inches of water displaced.
This they know is equal to the number of cubic inches of ok

under water—(the teacher should show them the proof of this—
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that it is equal in woight to the piece of oak. Proof—then know-
g that tho weight of a cubic foot of water, temperatvro about
620, 13 1,000 ozs., and why 1t 18 necessary to specify the tempera-
ture—thoy catculate, for mstance, the weight of a cubic mch, by
divads .z 1,000 by 1,728, the number of mnches wn u foot.

Then multiplying the werght of one ch by the number of
wches, this gives the woight of water displaced, aud the weight of
the wood, .

They then tako the piece of wood, tie a string round 1, weigh it
by a spring-balance, and find thus exactly agrees with the figures
they have worked out ; and 1t 18 this weighing which gives such a
character of certanty to what they have been doing, which makes
{)hom take pleasure 1nthe work. Weiglung before floating it is

ottor.

Again, knowing the measurement of the piece of wood, suppos-
ing 1t to be one o%known dimensions, subtracting the number of
solid inches under water from the whols, gives them that part of
the bady above the surface, and which 1s floating 1 air.

The same would be done with peces of ash, elm, fir, etc. Also
in wiater, pieces of ice afford a teacher who understands the sub-
ject an opportunnty of giving a useful lesson,—potnting out how
water becomes solid at a particular temperature—that although
water freezes at this particular point, yet pieces of 1ce, may have
a temperature far belovr tlus—that o piece of ice, temperature
200, as measured by Fuhrenbest, would be of more service tor cool-
ing butter, water, etc., than one at 320, and sn on.

The teacher might ask such a question,—~What 1s the atmos-
pherie pressure on the surface of the water in the vessel? making
them calculate 1t, and showing how 1t varies with the barometer.

It is by repeating these questions over and over again, ina
practical way, that they tell on the minds of chuldren.

Agam, take a small square, o oblong, or a box of any shape—2a
iece of woud hollowed out like a boat—a tn, such as tarts and
read are vsually buked in: floating these, and loading them with

weights until the water reaches the edge—they then sce clearly
that the quantity ot water displaced 1s equal to the m2asure, in
volume, o?the vessel and the matena! of which 1t 16 made : and
that a boat will just float, when the weight of the cargo and the
weight of the poat taken together are equalto this displaced volume
of lll{xe_ fluid in which it fleats, and that any weight beyond this will
sink it.

Calculating the weight of this volume of water displaced, and
subtracting from it the weight of the boat, gives tho extreme weight
which the boat would carry without sinking.

Appiying this to boats made of iron, or any other heavy metay,
it is evident, that so long ag the weight of the boat is less thana
weight of fluid on which it is floating, the volume of which is
equal to the who e size of the boat and material included, it will
carry some cargo—that the limit to the thickness of the iron, so
that the whole may float, is that which wonld make the weight of
the boat equal to l{e weight of fluid of its own velume—that the
thinner the material (duo regard to safety being had), asin ail
cases the less the weight of the boat itself, of a given size, the
1%reater cargo it would carry—that a boat which would sink in one
fluid, would float mernly in anothar which was heavier, etc. ; for
instance, a load which would sink in f{resh, would float in salt
water, and ba buoyant in mercury. The teacher would natorally
point out that the same boat would casry a heavier cargo on sait
water than on fresh. What would it be on oil, milk, mercury, ete.

The number of things which the principles connected with float-
ing bodies may be called upon to illustrate is very great.

Having made them understand what is meant by the term
specific gravity, and that by taking the weight of a cettain volume
of water as a standard, we calculate the weight of other bodies,
it will be well to have a table of the specific gravities of sub-
stances in common use, metals, woods, etc., suspended on a cord
in the schoolroom 3 aud to show them by experiment how these
results are arrived at. It is quite a mistake to think that boys
about twelve or thirteen years of age cannot be made to under-
s}t]:md them, and not only that—they will take a great intorest in
them.

A short list is added, merely for the purpose of working an
example or two from it.  Taking water as 1.

Distilled water. 1°

Sea water is... 1026
Platina, ...... 22:069
Gold «ev0.vu.. 19:258
Mereury ...... 13:588
Standard silver 10°474 | Flint glass..... 3'329
Lead ..vovee.. 11°352] Marble .v.eve.o 2:700
Brasg..ieoeu.e 8396) IVOIYy covoecnes 1'826

Qopper........ 8788 Coal..........
41 T 50411 1 I 051 [P
Iron (cast)..... 7-207
Iron (bar)..... 7.788
Zi0C cvverense. 100

1-250
‘940
925
845
-765
*600
550
*240

Maple.ceeraene
Blm.eeieeorese
Fir
Cotkiveeennene

| A simple inspection of this table may be made a useful lesson,
by pointing out to them the compatative weight of thoese substances
they are continually handling, the diflerence among them beng
much greater than they ore in the habit of thinking it—that those
substances the specific gravity of which is less than I will float.
In tius way the comparing ono thing with anoth.r makes them
think. Also why distilled water is a standard—that water varnes
in weight with the substances it holds in solution—that its bothing-
point varies with these substances. .

Assuming the weight of a cubic foot of distilled water, and at
the temperature of 630 Fahrenheit to be 1000 ozs. (why distuled
water, and why a ﬁxed1 ot(%nporaturo ?) let them show that the

weight of a cubic inch=l?z§, and why the divisor is 1728,

When we speak of tho specific gravity of lead being 11:352 and
of iron 7-768, we mean that the weight of any given volume of lead
or iron will be so many times that weight of the same volume of
water, and knowing the one, the other 1s easily calculated.

‘I'hus 2 cubic foot of water weighs 1000 ozs., theiefore a cubic
foot ot lead weighs 1000 ozs. X 11-352= 11352 ozs., of 1ron 1000
0z8., X 7788, or 7788 ozs., of an inch in the same way.

The specific gravity of dry oak is +925, of fir -550, of elm -600,
therefore any given volume of thess woods would float, bein
hghter than the same volume of water. A cubic foot of dry oa!%
would be 1000 ozs. X +925, or 925 ozs. ; of fir 1000 ozs. X +550, or
550 ozs., a httle moro than half the weight of oak.

Asa ghed to theso substances, a good deal depends on theis
state of dryness, sap in them, etc.

The following questions of a practical kind may suggest others :

What is the weight of a black of mesble, granite, ete,, of regular
finure (or any other which they can measure), base of it filtcen
feet sty inches by five feet two inches, and four feet high.

A given number of jeet of oak, elm, ash, etc.? A given mass of
metal, what would be its weight? The weight of metals is
exactly known from measurement, supposing them to be pure.

In this way the scholar will be easily made to calculate what
horse~power, or man-power—moving power—it will take to move
gwven wasses of these materials; and would, if called upon to put
1t 1mto practice, contnve accordingly—strengthening their machin-
ery, ete., adapting it to the work required to bo done.

From this also may be shown, the reason why heavy hodies
appear so much lighter when moved ina fluid like water—the
beavier the fluid the easier they move—as when they raise a
bucketful of water from a well; its increased heaviness the
moment 1t gets to the surface of the water—given size of the
bucket how much increased in weight ?—would it be heavier if
raised out of the water into a vacuum, and how much?—moving
masses of stone, as granite, under water—floating beams of timber,
etc. Having given the volume and the specitic gravity of the
flud in whic?\ they are moving, to culeulate what theylose in weight,

Suspend a cubic foot of lead by a chain from one endof 2
balance : what weight would balance it at the other end, or overa
single pulley ? A weight equal to itself.—Now let it fall nto a
vessel ot water: will it take the same weight to balance it as
before? No, Sir; a weight less than itself, by the weight of a
cubic foot of water.—What does a cubic foot oi water weigh?
1000 ozs.—Well, I don’t recollect the weight of a cubic foot of lead,
but what is its specific gravity 2—look at your table, 11-352 ; there-~
fore the weight of the lead in air is 11,352, and deducting 1000
0zs., the weight of a cubic foot of water, which is the \vexg?ﬂ lost
by the lead, gives 10,352, the weight necessary to balance the
lead when in water. )

Suppese a cubic foot of lead resting on a pile under water, what
force must be exerled to pull it off, supposing no resistance from
friction on the pile? About 9;10ths of its own weight.

From this to explain how it is that the sand, stone, shingle, etc.,
are so easily tossed about on the sea-shore—how the human body
floats, etc.

Qu’esh'ons: A vessel full of mercury, the bottom of which is
nine inches by 4:56, and the height ten inches, what is its
weight? . .

Suppese a ciatern, twelve fect long, five feet wide, and four feet
six inches high, made of lead a quarter of an inch thick, what
would be its weight ? .

What is the weight of a cylinder of iron thirty inches in diameter
and six feet high? Of a block of gramto in the form of a circle,
four feet six inches in diameter and twenty inches thick ?

A statue of marble is placed in a vessol full of quicksilver, and
causes six cubic feetto run over, whatis its weight? Would it
sink 2 Would a statue of cast iron sink ?
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Why is the line of the angler more likely to break aftor the fish
is out of water than when it is in it? . .

Do you seo any conungetion between the weight of a given mass
of matter and the altitude of tho barometer ¥ and how might a
doalgr in any bulky commodity profit by observing that connce-
tion

"The speocific gravity of ico is 1o that of water s 8 to 9, and a
field of ice of uniform thickness, has 10 feot above water, how
many feet below it-? L.

A cubic foot of & metal weighs 1000 lbs. when weighed in air;
the weight of a cubic inch of air being abont 1;800th part of a
cubic inch of water ata temporature of 630, what would be the
weight of the body in vacuo; also if weighed in water—and if in
air of half the density,—work out the arithimaetical results.

Making them reduce the fluid measures into cubie inches, feet,
utc., is a good exercise.

How many cubic inches in a pint? 34:659.

in o quart?
in a gallen, ete. ?

Then of courso they easily calculato the weight of any of these
measures filled with a fluid, the specific gravity of which is given.

In acriform bodies, common atmospheric zir is taken as a
standard instead of water, the weight of which is about vne eight-
hundredth part of the former: therefore, as n cubic foot of water
weighs 1000 ozs., the weight of a foot of air will be 1000;500 or
125 0z. ; ten feet will be 12:5 ozs., 100 feot 125 ozs., etc.; then
having the specific gravities of other gaseons substances, some of
which are heavier, some lighter, than the atmosphere, they may
be made to calculate the weights of given volumes. .

The principle of the thermometer should be explained—how it
is made~how graduated—and how the freezing and boiling points
are determined—why the tube is of a narrow bore, etc.

In the Boys® school at Somborne there is a barometer and a
thermometer, which .hey are i the habut of observin%; registering
the height when they go in, and noticing the couree of its rise from
increased temperature ; this is registered three times a day, and a
thermometer kept in the open air, The height of the barometer—
the taking a weekly and 2 monthly averago—forms an exerc:se of
their arithmetic,

Attention might be called as to how such averages of the ther-
mometer are affected by swampy and marsiy grounds of great
extent—improved drainage—how this is likely to affect the temper-
ature of a district, so much so0, even as to advance the period of
harvest—how the height of the thermometer may be aflected by
particular aspects—whether the line of country slopes towards the
north or south, or is a level plain, atc.

(To be continued.)

——— .

The Magic lantern an auxiliary in Teaching.

There is scarcely any thing that can be called a scientific instru-
ment thathas so extensively played the part of a humbug asthe one
mentioned in the heading of this article. It is, however, when
properly constructed and used,~—taken together with such pictures
as can now be produced.—~a means of illustrating science, art topo-
graphy, and even history, that has few if any equals.

Passing by all those which are mere toys,—the best instruments,
as commonly constructed, are not such as can be used to exhibit
satisfactorily paintings of the highest finish. It may, however, be
well to say in this connection, that for coarse pictures of ordinary
execution, these lanterns answer belter than a more perfect ins-
trument, as they solten the outliness by their very want of defining

ower. :
? The best lanterns, as usually made, are constructed as follows 3
Fist a large tin box with a chimney, and holes in the bottom to
adwit air, and a good solar lamp 10 which a concave reflector 1s
added. In front of the lamp are the condensers, which consist of
two convex lenses, the use of which is to render the divergent
rays from the lamp parallel. In front of tho condensers is placed
the picture, and still farther in the samo direction are the magni-
fiers contained in the tube or nozzle of the lantern. These magni-
fiers are usually double convex, or belter plane convex lenses ; and
here lies the great defect in the instrument. These magnifiers
should be achromatic, i.e., such a combination of lenses as to
correct both the chromatic and especially the spherice! aberration.
Without this arrangement, when the picture consists of simple
lines, they appear when seen from a short distance as fringed with
prismatic colors ; this, however, is the least defect, the other arising
{from spherical aberration, being very serious, and is as follows:

When a series of parallo] linee are ruled on the ;;lass and thrown
on the scroen, those lines and parts of lines nearost the circumfe-
ronco appear curved, and also when the centre of the picture is
distinet, the circumference is undefined ans hazy.

To correct these defects, it is usual to place a diaphragm in the
tube ; this is, however, to saorifice about one half the light, and
consequontly, the picture can bo shown with equal illumnation of
only one half the sizo as with an achromtic magnifier of the same
diameter and focus,

It is true, if the Drummond light be used, this is of less conse-
(iuanco; but even then the achromatic lenses are much better, as
the diaphragm corrects only in part.

Tho Drummond ligt is expensive, and troublesomo to manpage,
and always requires time for preparation,

Witha ‘good solar lamp, and the best sperm oil, a picture three
and a half inches in diameter can be thrown on the screen, with a
suitable achromatic magnifier from six to ten feet in diamoter, ac-
cording 1o the subject and transparency of the picture, and be
brilliantly illuminated,—as much soas with the common magnifier,
if made from three to five feet in diame‘or. Moreover, withthe
achromatic, every part of the picture w .. be distinct and sharply
defined.

I am aware that I have stated these diameters of pictures on the
screen, far below what is said of them in catalogues of phileso-
phical instruments : but apicture to be satisfactory, must be illu-
minated.

The best substance for a screen is white cartoon paper; the pic-
tuia is seen, of course, by the light reflected from the surface, and
not by light transmitted t{rou hthe screen. 1i pictures ure to be
shown l;y the latter method, fine, bleached cotton (wet)is the best
material,

If it is desirable not to place the lantern very far from the screen,
(say about fifteen to twenty feet,) a good ¢ half plate > size came-
ra tube, such as is used for photographic purposes, can be attached
to the lantern instead-of the ordinary nozzle, and this has the ad-
vantage of arack aud pinion motion,

If itis desirable to place the lantern thirty or forty feet from the
screen, and a six to ten feet picture is desired, a longer nozzle
must be made and an achromatic lens be specially prepared.

With a good lantern and suitable paintings, a teacher can illus-
trate to a whole school at once any subject that is within the limits
of Painting, Drawing, or Photogiaphy.

For examples: Astronomy can be illustrated to a class evan
with an imperfect instrument, as by any other means. The brigi.-
ness of the pictures gives effects almost as true as the lelescoggitse)f.

Anatomy, Botany, all branches of Natural History, Geology,
Microscopic views, Poriraits, Maps, Works of Art, Sculpture, and
celebrated pictures, Landscape views, Diagrams, &c., &c., can all
be delineated with truth, as to form, color, and every other attribute
of a picture on eanvas. Another beautiful feature of these pictu-
res, 1s-that many subjects admit of motion, which increases the
truthfulness of the ropresentation, and also adds to the interest of
the spectator.

The fact that the picture. must be seen in at least a partially
darkened room, by obscunng surrounding objects tends to concen-
trate the attention of the learner.

One objection may be urged, viz : the expense of gond apparatus
and paintings. But when we reflect how many ¢ institutions of
learning™ purchase such ¢ philosophical toys® as an “orrery” or
miniature locomotive ¢ with cars attached,” it woul’ seem rather
}o be a lack of judgment than want of money, in some casesat

east.

But in truth, one very important advantage in this kind of illus-
tration is the cheapness ofthe pictures, when we consider ths sur-
face which they cover when seen on the screen, and how much
can be represented 1 one preture. To produce the same results
ou canvass would, in most instances, cost double or guadruple the
price of the preture on glass.—D. H. Brices, (Mass. Teucher.)

LITERATURE.

PFPOoOETRY.

THE POET AND THE ROSE.

Pensively the Poet strayed,
Secking out some cool retreat,
Tired of the clang of trade
And the sound of burrying feet.
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% Weary world 1" the Poot said,
¢ What is loft a bard in theo

Save to moura thy virtuo fled
And thy banished purity 2

'Neath the ivy’s noisome shade
Whero no thing of beauty grows,

Drooping, as if balf afraid, .
Grew a white, haif-opened rose.

# Simple flower! fair virtue blooms,
Like thy puro white potals hcrc‘

In the midst of damps and glooms,”
And tho Poot dropped a tear.

In tho roso's dcopest heart

Lay tho tear tho Bard had shed ;
Lo tho folded petals part,

Now it lifts its drooping head,
Bursting into fuller bloorm,

\Vhile from out its snowy breast
Floated up a sweet porfume

Liko a benison of rest.

' Blessed flower 1” the Poet cried,

“ Many a pure, whito soul I knew,
Fainting by the bighway side

For thoe lack of Leavenly dew.
Be this lesson not furgot ;

If the dews of Love were given,
Even in the darkest spot,

Buds would open fit for Heaven,”

In the great world’s dusty mart,
In its hurry, in its strife,
Drelleth many a weary heart
Fainting for the springs of life.
Happy thou whoso eye can find
Liessons here to guide thy youtls,
And amid the sheaves I bind,
Glean the precious grains of truth.

Rhode Island Schoolmuster.

SCIENCE.

Remarkable Parhelia.

A phenomenon of rare occurrence in other climates and not very
frequently seen even in our northern tegions, was cbserved at
Montreal, on the 9th instant. The following account of the observ-
ations made at St. Mary’s College, is given {rom notes taken at
the time by a student in the class of natural philosophy, another
student having made a diagram, which we subjoin.

Let Z be called the zenith, and S the sun at its altitude. At
about ten o’clock A. M., the weatherbeiag fine and rather warm,
the atmosphere, which, up to that hour, had appeared quite clear
and very transparent, became gradually overspread with, as it
were, a net~work of moving vapour, the higher strata veiling the
azure of the sky as with a thin gaw.e. TFirst appeared in the
heavens, round the sun, a halo, or rambow-colored citcle, Pp Lv,
fr:erpendicular to the visual ray of the observer. Then the great {mr-

elion circle PSLA, of a white light resembling that of the Milky-
Way, equal in breadth to the apparent diameter of the sun, extends
parallel to the horizon. A kind of second parhelion circle, of the
same white light, but not so distinet, with points of tangency at v
and A, assumes occasionally a figure more or less elliptical. A
second halo, or at least a strong concentric reflection of the first
one, with prismatic colors, but not so well defined, also assumes an
elliptic figure, with its points of contact at p and v, and may be
somewhat changing. Bastly, on each side of the first halo, EF,
are seen two scgments of a rainbow-colored circle of light, which,
if we suppose this halo to have 450., seem, from their position
and their curve, to belong to 2 hale of 90c., these parts of the
circumference only being visible. The two images of the sun,
P L, sometimes appeared so elongated on the parhelion circle, that
it was thought two others could be seen at the points of ntersection
with the concentric ellipse. Two points, of a very brilliant light,
edged with deep prismatic colors, at the upper and lower parts of
the first halo, indicated at p and v, might perhaps confirm the
opinion held by some authors and cbjected to by others, as to
the oxistence of verticat parhelia. As so dazzling a light could

not be looked at without colorad or smoked glass, and the observers
woro unprovided with either of these, it cannot be aflirmed posit-
ively that there wore well determined vertical images. On the 2nd
of June 1839, Mr. Quetolot saw, at Brussels, the inner halo,
accompanied by the two vertical parhelia, L

Tho anthelion or figure of the sun A, at the point diametrically
opposed, on the parhelion circle, to that of the sun, was still less
distinetly defined, when observed, and scemed searcely any larger
than a mere luminous point produced in the meeting of the wwo
curves, without any prismatic colors. .

The spectacle lasted, with varying intensity and dimeusions,
assuming ditlerent forms, from about ten o’clock to mid-day. In
the evening a beautiful aurora borealis (hsiﬂnyed its undulatinﬁ
light in the same celestial field where twelve hours before ha
appearcd the other phenomenon.

-
BY A.LL““‘

OFFICIAL NOTICES.

APPOINTMENTS.
BXAMINERS.

His Excellency the Governor General in Qouncil was pleased, the
2nd instant, to appoint John Burroughs, Esquire, a member of the
Catholic Board of Examiners for the district of Quebec, vice Jacques
Crémazie, Esquire, resigned.

CATHOLIC BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR THE DISTRICT 5P MONTREAL.

Messra. Jérémie Lagorte, and Picrre Lacroix; . * Misses Adéline
Adam, Adéline Béchard, Flore Généreux, Héloiss Gravel, Otavie
Legros, Philoméne Monpetit, Olive Ouvimet, Mario Primeau, and Cathe-
rine Turcotte have obtained diplomas authorizing them 'to teach in
elementary schools.

F. X, VaraDE,

Secretary.

BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR THE DISTRICT OF KAMOURASKA.

Misses Lucic Bégin, and Adéle Bouchard have obtained diplomas
authorizing them to teach in model schools,
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Messrs, Octave Boucher, Mathicu Morin, and Oalixte Dion ; and Misses
Sophie Debiens, Emilio Gagné, Mario Clémentino Martin, Marie Apollino
Caron (Mme Edouard Routier), Odilo Sirois, Victuire Pelletier, Pnlo-
moue Pelletier, Philoméue Gagnon, Eliza Deslauriers, Henriette Pelletier,
Angélique Emond, Claire Langlois, Marie Bélanger, Stéphanie Dumais,
Luce Potvin, Cécile Lavoie, Emilie Roy, Maric Marguerite Francour,
Floro Caillouette (Mme Octave Roy) ; Céleste Ouellet, Georgina Bernier,
and Hermiue Dion, have obtained diplomus authorizing them to teach
in elemontary schools.

P. Douas,
Socretary.

TEACHERS' CONFERENCES,

‘The cleventh conference of the 'Teachers’ Association in connexion
;Bnh the Jacques-Cartier Normal school, will take place on the 25th of

ay next. .

The tenth conference of the Teachers' Association in connexion with
the Laval Norwa) school, will be beld on the 26th of May vext.

Rotice.

Copy-right holders, or authors, who may desire to submit, for the
approbativa of the Council of Public lastruction, any works belonging
to them, will have to transmit to the Recording Clerk of the Council,
their applications to that effect, within at least one month of the meet-
ing, ut which they intend tu present such worhsg, the smid applications
to be made sccording to the subjoined form, stating the price per dozen
copies of ench printed work, and the price for which they are wilbing
to trausfer'their right of owaership, if they should think proper so to
do; trapsmitting also eight copies of every printed book, or a copy of
the manuscript if guch book be not in print.

FORM OF APPLICATION.

1 have the honor to submit, fur the approbation of the Council ot
Pablic Instruction, the work of wlich the fullowng is the titie .—

The last edition was published in
year , of which
The price per dozen is S
The copy-right of this work is owned by
will transfer it to the Council, for the sum of $
{ transmit cight coyies (or the manusciipt) of the said work.
(Signature and address in _full.)
By order of the Council,

. , in the
copies were printed.

, who

Lotis Grarp,
Recording Clerk.

NOTICE TO TEACHERS.

The Teachers of the districts of Quebee and Three Rivers, may, for
the future, pay their premius for the superannuated teachers' pension
Fund, and their subscriptions to the Journals of Education, to Revd

Mr. Langevin, Pricipal of the Laval Normal School, who is authorised
to receive the same,

DONATIONS TO THE LIBRARY OF THE DEPARTMENT.

i The Superintendent acknowledges with thanks the following dona-
iong:—

7Fm!n Mr. Joseph Henry, Sccretary to the Smithsonian Institution,
Washington : Annual report of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian
Ipstitution for 1858, 1 vol. in-So.

From Mr. Désiré Girounrd, Law Student, Montzeal: “ Traité des
lettees de change,” by bimself. 1 vol. in-So.

From Mr. J. Douglas Borthwick, Montreal: The British American
Reader, by himself, 1 vol. in-150 ; 2 copies.

. ‘I-‘;ﬁni:ug%xgy Driscoll, Esq., Q. C., Montreal : Dictionary of Quotations,

Donations made through the agency of Mr. A. Leroy, by M. le prési-
dent Grandgagnage; pamphlets in-5vo:—

Vosage d’Alfred Nicoles, 2 copies, Congrés de Spa, 3 copies(vol. 1) ;
Pierre L'Hermite, G copies; Wallarades, 4 copies; Chaufontaine, 6
copies; Grotte de Tiff, 1 copy; Province de Litge, 3 copies; Congres
d,e Spa (fragment), 4 copies? Hnbitants des Grottes, 6 copics, Alfred
Nicolas (Latin), G copies; un feulleton, 2 copics; la Belgigue en cas de
g «erre, 6 copies; La Mause, 2 copics.

By Mr Ferd. Henaux, pamphlets in-8 Histoire du Pays de Liége, 2
vols; Charlemagar, 1 vol- Traditions Lidgeoises, 1 vol: Robermont, 1
vol; Fabrique d'Avaies, 1 vol: Etudes sur le Wallon, 1 vol: Constite-
tion Liégeoise, 1 vol.

By Mr. Et. Hénaux: Le mal du pays, by the same.

By the brother of the deceased : La statue de Grétry, 1 vol.

By Mr. Victor Henaux. Pauiug Stodens, in verse, 1 vol; Do l’amour
des fommes pour les sots, 1 .ol.

By Mr. 16 Baron de la Rousgelicre: Don Carlos, tragedy, 3 copies.

By Mr. Durivier, ouré de St. Jean & Liége: La Gindide, 1 vol.

By Mr. Terry, Professor in tho Royal Oonservatory of Liego : 23 Com-
positions musicales, in-8 ; 21 vol. in-4.

By Mr. Buckens, Professor in the Academy of Arts, Liege : Album do
dessin industriel, 1 vol.

By M. le Qapitaine Ferd, président de la chambro de commerce de
Liége: Rapport dv la chambre do commorce do Liége, ctc., 9 copics;
Notice sur M. Orban, } pampblet; Notico sur L, Lombard, artist, 1
pamphlet; Salon de 1858, by Helbée, 1 pamphlet.

By Mr. UL Capitajne: Notico sur Placentius, etc., 4 copies; Notice
sur la société d'6mulation, 1 pamphlet; Notice sur Mgr. Van Bommel, 3
copics ; Notice sur les journaux, 2 copies, .

By the Editor: Revue popufaire des scicnces, 2 Nos, selected ; Revue
universelle de Pindustrie, ¢tc., 1 No. sel. ; Olivier, Grammaire ¢t Ency-
clopédio ¢1émentaires, 2 copics; Klaye, des pensionnats, 1 vol.

By Mr. Kupflerschloger, Professor of Roman Law in the University of
Liege: De la majorité, etc., 5 copies.

By Mr. Jules Pety de Rossen, de Tongres: Bulletin du Limbourg, 1
pamphlet; Souvenirs Rhénans, 3 copies; Uistoire Monétaire, 1 copy.

By Mr Ad Borguet, membe: of the Royal Academy of Brussels . Phi-
lippe 11 et 1a Belgique, 1 vol; Stockmans, 1 vol, Guide en Ardenne, 2
copies.

By Dr TFertrants- Le médecin de la famille, vol. 1I, TII and ¢
pampblets.

By Mr A. Baron, member of the Academy, etc: Histoire de 1a litte-
rature frangaise, 2 vols; (uvres de Baron, 3 vols.

By Mr. E. Polain, administrator and ipspector of the University of
Licge: Diplome de Louis-le-Débonnaire, 1 pamphlet; Souveraineté de
Maésstricht, 1 pampblet; Brochures académiques, etc.,, 20 pamphlets;
Mélanges historiques, 1 vol ; Histoire de Liége, 2 vols.

By Mr. Fuss, professear émérite. Pocmata latipe, 2 pampblets, Do
latin moderne, 1 pampblet, De lo rime latine, 1 pamphlet; divers
pamphlets, 14,

By Mr. Joly, Professor, Brussels: Géographic, 3 vols; Atlas clas-
sique, 2 vols; Brochures administratives, etc., 10 vols.

By Culonel Coquilbart. Traité des bouches & feu, etc., etc., 3 vols.

By Captain Gillion: Des armes portatives, 1 vol; Des canons rayés,
1 vol,

By Mr. Jr. Kupfferscbloger, Professor of Chemistry inthe University of
Liege: 4 pampblets on chemistry.

From Mr. Chandelon-ig: Produits chimiques, 1 pamphlet; and 28
pawphtets on chemistry.

By Professor Pique: Traité de topographie, 1 vol; Dissertation gur
les mathématiques, 3 pamphlets.

By Mr. D. Arnould, ancien administrateur, ctc: Monts de piété cn
Belgique, 1 vol; id. de Liége, 2 copies.

Institut des Sourds-muets, Liége, 2 pamphlets.

By IlInstitat archéologique Li¢geois . Bulletin de VInstitut archéolo-
gique Liégeois, 3 volumes, issued in 10 Nos.

By Mr. Fubry Rossius: Note sur la technologic archéologique, 1
pawphlet; Catelogue des livres de médecine de la bibliotheque de
Liége, 1 vol.
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Quebec Cathwolic Board of Examiners.

Mr. Jacques Crémazie, LL.D., of Quebec, who was
appointed member of the Council of Public Instruction in
the month of December last, has since resigned his trust
as one of the Catholic Board of Examiners for the district
of Quebec. His Excellency the Governor General in
accepting Mr. Crémazie’s resignation, was pleased to express
his high appreciation of the zeal and disinterestedness
with which this gentleman, for many years, discharged the
duties of his office.

His colleagues have likewise rendered homage to his
merit, by adopting the following resolution :—
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On motion of the Rev. M. J. Langevin, scconded by
Mr. Juneau, it was unanimously resolved :—

That this Board, in its solicitude for the interests of Educauon,
learns with regret that the resignation of Jacques Crémazio, Esq.,
LL.D., one of its oldest members, has taken place, and cannot
allow this occasion to pass without expressing publicly its sense
of the assiduity, the zeal and devotion displayes by that geutle-
man in the fulfilment of the duties o1 his trust.

Jouh Burroughs, Esq., advocate, has been appointed to
the post vacated by Mr. Crémazie.

Report of the Louisiana Superintendent of
Schools for 185%.

Lonisiana, one of the Southern States of the American Union, is
bounded North, by the States of Arkansas and Mississippi; East,
lﬁ' Mississi‘{)pi and the Gulf of Mexico; South, by the Gulf of

exico, and West, by Texas, where the Sabine River separates it
in part from the last wmentioned State. Its greatest length, from
East to West, beiug about 292 miles, and its breadth 250." Its sut-
face covers an area of 41,225 square miles.

This surface no where rises to a_greater height than 200 feet
above the level of the Gulf. West of the basin of the Mississippi,
in those parts forming the central portion of the State, rise hills
beautiful?y wooded. It i3 watered by the Red River onthe North-
West, where the branches of this river expand into small lakes,
and form numerous marshes. Below the nmouth of the Red River,
the Atchafalaya, separating from the Mississippi, forms the western
boundary of the great delta, an extent of territory of several thousand
square miles, being only :en feet above the level of the river at low
water mark, often flooded when the freshets set in. The soil is
extremely fertile. The cultivation of the sugar cane has been
introduced, its valuable products finding their way to all parts of
the United States, to Canada, and even to some parts ef Europe.
Cotton of an excellent quality grows in abundance. Indigo, the
vine, hemp, flax, and tobacco thrive equally well, and constitute
the wealth of the planters.

Coal, salt, iron, ochre, and gypsum, abound in a mincral state.

The principal rivers are the Mississippi, forming the castern
boundary, which, after watering the south-eastern region, discharges
itself by several outlets into the Gulf of Mexico; the Red River,
which is a confluent of the Mississippi; the Washita, passing
through the southern portion of Arkansas, unites its waters with
those of the Red River; the Sabine, the Calcasieu, and the Mer-
mentau, by which the western and south-western portions of the
State are watered.

The climate of Louisiana is delightfu! during six mounths of the
ear, but the long enduring heat of summer, generating efiluvia
rom the numerous marshes, gives risc to the 2rrible yel?ow fever.

The devastating tornadoes of the West-Indies also extend to this
country, from July to September.

The orange and the lemon tree, and alinost all the trog..cal plants
attain a vigorous growth.

The black bear, the wolf, the tiger-cat, and the panther inhabit
its vast forests. Immense herds of ﬁuﬁhloes, roam over the prairies.
The alligator frequents the rivers and bayou, and the rattle-snake,
viper and reptiles of cvery species abound in the luxuriant
vegetation.

The inhabitants, almost exclusively agriculturists, are_content
to leave to the other Siates the enjoyment of their manufactures,
prefering the products of the rich soil which they cuitivate. Its
trade, centred in New-Orleans, is very extensive.

The population of Louisiana now numbers 656,000 souls, inclu-
ding 300,000 slaves. The white vice claims the Anglo-Saxon,
who group together toward the north, and the first settlers or pes-
sessors of the soil, of French descent, who keep more to the south,
retaining, as in Canada, almost unchangzed, the habits, manners,
and rehgion of the mother-country. The laws have been con-
densed into a code, on the madel of the Code Napoléon.

The state is divided into 45 parishes. Biton-Rouge is the
capital. The principal cities are New Orleans, with 140,000
inhabitants, the commercial emporium of Lonisiana and the south-
western States ; Lafayetle, 2 suburb of New-Orleans, with 16,000
inhabitants, and Bfton-Rouge, with 2_population of 5,000. The
other towns are_Donaldsonville, Ibarville, Alexandria, Shrewport,
Thibodeauville, Natchitoches, Franklin and Gretna.

Lousiana wae diecovered by the Spamards, in 1541. In 1691,
LaSalle explored the country at the mouth of the Mississippi.
An establishment Wwas founded by d’Iberville, in 1699, but it was
only in 1712 that his scheme of colonization was carnied out.

‘I'he whole territory was then ceded to Mr. Crozart, who called
it Louisiana, alter the great French monarch Louis XIV., who
had conferred the boon. ~ It was afterwards purchased by the com-

any of fur traders, which was formed in 1717, by the celebrated

aw ; but that enterprise was a failure, and the territory became
once mdre the property of the State. In 1763, when Canada was
ceded to England, Lovisiana possessed a line of communication to
and from the St. Lawrence, through her great artery, the Missis-
sippi, and was of great_importauce. The country was ceded to
Spain in 1764, amfby virtue of a new treaty, made in 1800, it again
became w« dependency of the French Crown. In 1812, Jefferson,
then President of the United States, obtained a cession of it from
the government of the first Napoleon, giving 60 millions of dollars
as the price. It was then a vast extent of territory, comprising
Louisiana proper, Arkansas, Missouri, Iowa, and part of Wisconsin,
besules aisv ihe terntunes called Minesota, Nebraska, and Kansas.
Lowsiana was erected nto a State in 1812,

The governor, lieutenunt-governor, the Senate, and General
Assembiy, are elected by the pevple, the first three for four years,
and the last for a period of two years only. The Senate is com-
posed of 32 members, aud the General Assembly of 97. These
different powers meet every year, in January.

Justice 1s admuustred : 1. by a Superior Court, composed of
(():ne Chuef-Jusuce and four Associate Judges ; 2. by District

ourts.

Louisiana sends four representatives to Congress.

A sum of $300,000 15> vuted each year by the Legistature for the
support of the schwuls of 1he State.  The distnbution of tins fund
1s made under the supervision of a Superintendent, whose functions
are limited to two years, and through the agency of Parish Sec-
retanes.  The Supenntendent relying on the reports of the latter,
yearly renders accounts of the moneys recerved and expended for
education, and reports thereon. This is almost all that he is
authorized to do. The law gives lim no power either over the
teachers, or the functionaries charged with supersntending us
execution.

The Legislative aid, distributed in the
teachers in proportion to the number o
schools.

In 1857, the number of children of school age, or having a right
to attend the schools, was 76,508, showmg anincrease of 3,186 on
that ascertained by census n 1855, and upon which was based the
distribution of the grant for that year. This number, however,
does not appear to have corresponded to the population of the
State, and the Supenintendent 1s of opinion that the census was
far from being correct, an observation which might be applied
with equal force 1o those, or at least to some of those, which have
of Jate years Leen made in Canada, where the execution of the
duties devolving on the persons charged with their preparation,
has been attended with many difficulties.

About 800 schoole were kept open, and the time of teaching
averaged from 610 10 months.  English is taught in most of these
schools, and French i a few only.

‘The course of instruction comprises all the elementary branches.

The parish of New-Orleaus contains, in the first three districts,
three superior education schools for girls, in which are taught
history, rhetoric, philosophy, natural history, chemistry, physio-
logy, algebra, and English and French literature. They are
wiended by 326 pupils.” The same districts possess also three
superior education schools, where boys receive about the same
cducation as that which 1s obtained in our colleges. The number
of students 1n those schools was 333. In the fourth district there
were two schools, also for superior education; but the number of
students is not given.

The forezoing information 1s derived from the French version,—
ouly lately recetved,—of Mr. Hamulton’s Report on the state of

ublic instruction in Louisiana, 1n 1857. The educational system
in operation in that important part of the American Union may
have since attamned morc sauisfactory results, to what extent, we
are not_yet, however, prepared to say. Still, from the Supenn-
tendent’s statements, it does not appear that much progress was
attained in the year under review, and ho avails himself of the
oppostunity for urging the adoption, by the Legislature, of certain
reforms. These reforms, where more esiended powers are nerded
in the educational administration, would to all appearances, by
strengthening the hands of the Superintendent, afford him better
meaus of displaying his abilities, and of securing greater success.

Farish.es, is paid to the
pupils attending the
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In concluding his Report he indicates the results which are to be
anticipated, if Noimal Schools, and a journal of education, were
cstablished. Of this part of the Report, had we the English
version, we should quote the text entire, but we are const amed,
for the want of it, to continue our free translation.

The Legislature had, in the preceding session, authorized the
establishment of a Normal School, in New-Orleans. The true
friends of education had seen with pleasuré, that a first step in the
right direction had been iaken, and every one auxiously antici-
pated the time when, 1 that session (1857), the Legslature would
sanction the establishment of other Normal Schools m_the State.
Experience had taught them that in the other States of the Union
and in Euvrope, iu order to cnable the youth to acquire that
elementary knowledge ~hich serves as the basis of a complete
education, 1t is necessatry that whoever undertakes to nnpart this
krowledge ghould thoroughly understand the art of teachung.
For this purpose, special schoals had been founded, to winch youn
men and young ladies resorted to study the science of teaching, an
where, belfore obtaining diplomas, they had to undergo the same
severe examinations as these who aspired to the learned profes-
sions. Whenever the schoolmaster, by his moral and intellectual
qualifications, would be fit to accupy that position in society which
is pointed out by the nature of his vocation and the intimate rela-
tions which must necessarily exist between him and the youth
under his care ; whenever the State, by some Iegislative enact-
ment, would put his profession under that protection by whichit
might be raised to the standard of the other professions recognized
by law, then, and then only, could the State rest assured that the
funds granted annually were well laid out ; it would also be casy to
mark the contrast between the mere Pedagogue and the Educator ;
the barrier which shuts out the way to the other pursuits of life
would be for ever removed, and the intelligent youth of both sexes
would solicit admission to the Normal School, willing to engage in
the work of fitting themselves to enlighten the young, and to place
them (’).l!l_ the path which leads to honorable caltings and 10 a well
spent life.
pln order to ensure success for the woik alieady begun, and for
which future generations would feel grateful towurds that Legis-
lature, it would not be necessary to have tecourse to any additional
taxation. Of the three hundred thousand dollars yearly appro-
priated for the supr.rt of the schools, fet one hundred thousand
dollars be set apart lor establishing and_maintaining four Normal
Schiools; extend the powers and privileges of the one already
founded in New-Orleans; establish one on the same basis in each
of the Congressional districts, and let these four schools be made
accessible to all the youth, boys and gitls, who may wish to gain
some distinction, amg make themselves able to teach in the pxﬁ)lic
schools of the State ; do this and, in less than three years, they
would possess a corps of teachiers of which the State might well be
proud. The profession would be raised at unce toa proper standard,
and by acquiring capacity, check the progress of the adventurous
1eachers, the majonty of whom, beul solely on gam, came from
the North to reap abundant profits, and this, to, in 2 State whose
peculiar institutions they abherred.

A powerful auxiliary in the development of the publhic school
system, and cducation in general throvghout the State, would be
secured, if a journal of education were established, in which could
be published, to the advantage of each district, city and parish in
the State, every information relating to the condition of schools
and the meaus adapted to the advancement of clementary educu-
tion, the suggestions that might be urged touching the organization
and the working of the school system, and all things calculated 1o
improve it, or to remove its defects. Such a journal would read-
ity find circulation in every district, and wherever the reader had
a child to educate, a vote to give, or some nfluence to exert on
behalf of the cause of public insiruction, its appearance would be
hailed with joy. In lessihan twe years, such a journal would be
self-supporting.

In 1t would be fully discussed the methods used in teaching the
different branches usualiy tavght in schools; those means by
which that dislike to study natwural to many childten may be over-
come ; how lessons in collateral and mncidental teaching should be
given. In a word every thing relating to education, or to the pur-
suits of life, should be treated in 2 manner sufficiently mtelligible
to interest not only the master, but also the pupil.

The Legislatze, by establishing such a journal, would not on’y
act up to the nolle and benevolent 1ntentions proclaimed at the
Capitol, but would also inaugerate 2 policaty of economy. Sums
of money wero voted annually for the support of an asylum for the
deaf and dumb, tho wnmates of which, on leaving it, found that they
were as helpless as ever, throvgh their inabilty to enter upon any

useful career. These unfoitunate people are apt to learn with
astonishing facility the printer’s trade. = Give them an opportunity
1o follow this, and they wiali be delighted to know that they have
become mediums, ehosen by the State, for the diffusion of knowi-
edge throughout its territory, at the same time that it will have
shielded them from want, and placed them on a par with their
fellow-beings to work their way through life, by means of an ait
which may be said to be the preserver of all other arts.

The revenue that could be derived from the enterprise would
tend very matenally to reduce the expense incurred by the State
for the maintainanoe of the asylum, and as a necessary conse-
quence, the Legislature would have at command an establishmpent
in which all the laws and public documents could be printed at a
much cheaper rate than by the mode of publication which con-
tinued to be so expensive to the State, and the advantage could not
but last, so long as the required materials, ‘abour, and the neces-
gan::ls of live might be obtained at the prices then prevailing m the

outh.

Report of the Chief Superintendent of Public
Enstruction for Lewer Canada for 1S3S.

Translated from the French by the translators to the Legislative
Assembly.

Extracts from the Reports of the Inspectors of Schools.
Extracts from Repeorts by Mr. Inspector ParMeLzE.

Education has on the whole progressed in all the schools in m
district ; they are all yvell kept, aud a great number may wil
justice be classed as model schools. The masters generally speak-
ing are competent, and do their utmost to perfect their systems of
instruction. Those charged with the working of the law are zealous
in the discharge of their duties.

To the above remarks I add a suramary of the statistics contained
in the tables which accompany the present report.

There are 20 school municipalities in my district. The number
of divisions is 259, of school houses 3497 Many of these school
houses are excellent, and new ones are going up every year in
place of those which are no longer suitable. I’i‘ho number of
clementary schools in operation last summer was 233, of this
number 204 are under the control of the commrssioners, 2 of dis-
sentient trustees, and 8 are independent schools. The number of
model schools 1s 2, they are attended by 153 scholars. Scholars
attending independent schools 173, dissentient schools 590, and all
the elementasy schools 7,321, Of this number 3,366 are boys, and
3,955 girls; 4,760 are of British or other origin, and 2,561 are
French Canadians, 4,597 are protestants, and 2,724 catholics.
Number of those who spell, 2,100 ; who read fluently, 2,946 ; read
well, 2,275 5 learning wniuing, Qéls; simple arithmetic, 1,375;
compound arithmetic, 1,032; zeography, 1,206 5 French grammar,
449 ; English grammar, 584. Toial number of children learning
grammar and parsing, 1,023 ; learning composition, 701.

There are in my distnict 16 primary superior schools or academies,
one of them 1s attended by French Canadian children, and the
others by those of British origin; two of the latter are girl’s
schoals.

The number of scholars attending the superior schools is 545 ;
2418 boys, 297 gitls. Number leaming reading, 524 ; writing, 2303
geography, 243; grammar and parsing, 334; arthmetic, 426;
algebra, 723 composition, 3015 Latin, 62; Greek, §; French, 93;
wstrimental musie, J1; vocal music, 48; drawing, 293 natural
philosophy, 32 5 chemistry, 4; seometry, 31 ; astronomy, 28; phy-
siology, 4; use of the globes, 103 ; book-keeping, 62 ; history, 121,
and declamation, 187.

Of the common schools 17 are kept by men and 216 by women.
14 of the male teachers hold diplomas, and 3 do notj 24 female
teachers also hold diplomas. The average of the ages of the
teachers is 213 years.

1n charge of the primary superior schools, thore are one minister
of religion, three teachers holding diplomas authorizing them to
teach in academues, 3 hold diplomas authorizing them to teach
model schools, 2 have diplomas authorizing them to teach in
clernentary schoois; 7 have no diplomas, 2 of these schools are
under the charge of female teachers. There are also 13 assistants
employed. Tho number of pupils is 7,879.
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Extracts from the Reports of Mr. Inspector PLEES.

My report for the present year relates solely to the schools under
the superintendence of the Protestant Commissioners for the city
of Quebec.

I have but little to add with reference 10 these schools, to what
I have already said concerning them. The cluldren are making

rogress, and the result of my visits convince me that the teachers

oevery thing in their power for the advancement of their pupils.
Most of the latter can point out readily on the map of the world,
the large divisions of the earth and the different countries of wluch
they are composed, with the features distinguishing them one from
another. They give from memory the names of the different
countries, their climates, their natural productions, their manu-
factures, &c. During the last two years they have studied gram-
mar, &c., and have learned the definitions and derivations of words,
and writing from dictation. Among the branches which they have
studied with success, are : elocution, English grammar, composi-
tion, and mental arithmetic.

The dissentient school for Ste. Foye aud the BDanlieue, which
has been lately placed under my superintendence, is attended by
39 children of both sexes, most of them protestants,

On the day of iny examination, a large number of the parents of
the children were present, and took a lively interest in the pro-
ccedings. The subjects on which the pupils were examined were
seading, spelling, (tf:e more advanced students answernng all the
questions which were put to them on the derivation and signifi-
cation of words) geography, English grammar, mental and general
arithmetic, book-keeping, mensuration, sacred history, &c. The
answers on all these subjects were such as to give me satisfaction.
I remarked 2 great deal of neatness in the appearance of the
children, and strict discipline in the schoo.

Some of the rates from which this school draws its support
remain as yet unpaid, and those by whom they are dve are per-
sons who cannot exempt themselves from paying them, without
incurring the charge of negligence. T was pleased to find that in
this, as in all the schouls under my control, the children of the
poorer class are taught gratuitously.

Oa the whole, the result of my examinations has been satisfac-
tory, and I am convinced that it would have been much more so,
had there been a greater uniformity 1n the school books.

Extracts from the Report of Mr. Inspector Leroux.

In submitting the Report of my last visit, it becomes my highly
gratifying task to inform you of the happy change which has
taken place in most of the municipalities within my district.

In my last report, very much against my will, I was forced to
tell you that ont of tweniy four municipalities composing this
district, only seven complied with the requirements of the law and
the instructions of the Department. Bot now, thanks to tho sup-
port which I have received from you, thanks to your promptaess
in giving the instructions asked for, and to your firmness 1n man-
taining what had been already laid down. thanks also to the con-
cuarrence of the Rev. Clergy of the du..rent parishes amd of
numerous enlightened individuals, I have succeeded almost every
where, in obtaming the reforms I desired. Twenty of the munic-
ipalitics may now be classed with those in which the law receives
its full execution. The necessary repairs to the school-houses
have been either effected or commenced ; they have been provided
with the necessary apparatus, and they are all, as you may sce by
my statistics, much better attended. “The assessments are regu-
iarly collected, and the teachers receive their salaries with more
paactuality. The four parishes which have not as yet complied
with your instiuctions, are : St. Césaire, St. Athanase, St. Hugues,
and St. Dominique, and even these are now in the way of
prozress.

['have spent six months in going over the district under my
inspection. I reduced the number of divisions, which was vsually
six for reading and arithmetic, and four for the other branches, to
three for reading, arithmelic, and geography, and to two only for
i;mmmar and history. This reduction has produced a very un-
ooked for effect. The younger children whose time was hereto-
fore lost in the schools, and who cxperienced nothing but disgust
and home-sickness, now find .he means of amusement combined
with instruction. They are taught in some cases by the master or
mistress, in others by a monifor. The system adopted for teaching
thie other branches to the more advanced pupils, is also productive
of good results. In the latter there is still much room for improve-

—— ST SIS

ment , especially in the schools conducted by young female
teachers.

The following may be consuder-d the chief causes now obstruct-
ing the progress of education: the smallness of the salaries paid
to masters, luck of uniformity in the books, want of skill and
experience on the part of most of the young female teachers, wno
are gencrally selected in preference to more competent parties,
because they are ready 10 accept a small salary ; lack ot assiduity
on the part of the pupils ; anl the apathy of some of the parents.
The books distributed in conformity with your instructions are well
calculated to remove this indifference on the part of parents ; for
they are by no means insensible to such evidences of success and
good conduct on the part of thewr cluldren.  Mauy of them willingly

epnive themselves of their assistance, in order 1o enable theni to
attain the honour of these rewards, which are granted only to thuse
who combme success with punctuality in attending school. The
only thng to be regretted, is that a lurger number of these books
could not be given.

Before passing in review each of the different muuicipatities in
my district, I wish to specify those which have evinced ‘most zeal
in favor of the reforms and ‘improvements recommended to them.
They are as foltows: Ste. Marie de Monnoir, L’Ange-Gardier,
St. Paul d’Abbottsford, St. Simon, St. Alexandre, Ste. Rosalie, St.
Ephrem, La Présentation, 8t. Muthicu, St. Grégoire, St. Jean-Bap-
tiste, and the town and parish of St. Hyaciuthe. The commis-
sioners iu those various localitics have displayed a degree of good
will deserving of the highest praise. Every thing has been done
by them with the greatest care, repairs to school-houses and their
out-buildings, purchasing maps, registers, seats and proper desks,
blnck-boanTs, paper aud slates for the poorer children ; all these
duties have been gerformcd in a manaer to shew that the commis-
sioners understand all the imgportance of their mission. Nor must
I omit to_mention a proof of generosity above the common, lately
evinced by the rate-payers of the pansh of Ste. Bngitte. This
municipahty in order to free itseif at once from the burden of a
heavy debt by which its movements weie 1mpeded, has lately
voluntarily and without & dissenting voice, levied a special vote,
notwithstanding that it had already been assessed for the year to
an amount triple that required by Jaw. The zeal displayed by
this parish is the more creditable from the fact that the munic-
ipality is a1 present under assessment for the building of a church,
which, in other parishes, is usually an obstacle to the payment of
the ordinary school rates.

Il_n_ow pass on to a very summary review of the different munic-
ipalities.

Christicville.—Almost all the schools 1n tlis municipality are
ona {iood footing, and in general well attended. The model school
is still under Mr. Auger, whose salary 1s only £60; 1t 15 on the
best possible footing. "The pupris learn French and Enghish, and
give preof of success. The salaries of femule teachers mn thus
parish, vary from £20 10 £27. Atthe tme of my first visit, 1wo of the
female teachers were unprovided with diplomas. but they have
since obtained them. The d.ssentient school was not mn operation
at the date of my visit, and the trustees were inchned to think that
it would not be opened this year.

St. Alexandre.—The two schools under my control in this muni-
cipality, are not in u condition calculated to reflect credat on their
respective teachers; the children appear to be inteiligent and
assiduous, and yet they seem to know little if anything. The
salaries of the masters vary from £40 to £42 10s

Ste. Brigitte—At the time of my last visit, the schools had
been but lately opened and the antendance was small. The affairs
of the corporation were in a bad state, the sum of £143 having been
wasted in Jaw expences and the payment of interest.  But thanks
1o the generous sacrifices which 1 have already mentioned, all the
debts have now been paid off.

St. Paul d&Abboltsford.—1 was very much pleased with the
discipline of the schools in this mumcipality, and the proofs of
progress evinced by the pupils. The schools are now supphied
with the usual requisites. The Commissioners are building a
school-house on the Papincau Line, and taking steps towards the
purchiase of a ot on which 1o build another in the willage. The
affairs of the corporation are in a very good state. The dissentiem
academy was nol in operation at the ume of my visat.

L’dnge-Gardien.—There are four schools in this parish. I found
that they were better autended, and that the amount of progress
made by the pupils was sufficiently marked. The commissioners
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ate about establishing a new school section. Tho affairs are ina
sauisfuctory state.

St. Jean-Baptiste—There is no_change worthy of note in the
schools of thig'parish. The commissioners having neglected to
furnish records of visits, I could not, under your iustructions,
distribute any prizes in these schools, The affairs of the corpora-
tion are conducted in a satisfactory manuer.

St. Hilaire.—The schools in this parish have nut progressed as
much as would be desirable. Two of them are very irregularly
attended. The girls? academy under the Religious Ladies of the
Sacred Names of Jesus and Mary is, as heretolore, well managed §
the pupils guve proof of remarkably close application, this year.
1 had no diﬁicully i regulating the pecuniary atlairs of the com-
missioners.

St. Césaire~The schools of this parish, with two exceptions,
aro very well conducted. The pupils continue to advance with
increasing rapidity, but it is to be regretted their trly devoted
teachers should be the worse paid of an. within the district under
my inspecuon. The model-school of this partsh, conducted by Mr.
J."Bte. Delage, merits a special notice. French and English are
both taught with equal success in his sehool. The girls’ academy
under the Saurs de lu Présentation, is undoubledly one of the first
of its class. This year it has been attended by 136 pupils. English,
French, and all the branches of & good education, are taught in
this institotion. It is in every sense an honour to the worthy
founder, Mr. Provengal, the parish priest of the place.

St. Matthias.—The sulanies of teachers i tlus parish, vary from
£50 to £56, and the schools are generally well attended. The
pupils have made satisfactory progress. The commissioners, whose
zeal is worthy of all praise. are about to establish two new sections,
a step which is evidently necessary. The accounts are keptmn a
satisfactory manner.

Ste. Marie de Monnoir.—Five of the schools 1 this pansh are
welt kept. Tho pupils gave proof that they had made progress.
There is no change worthy of remark wn the other four, since last
year. I think this may be attributed, i great part, 1o the meapa-
city of the young female teachers, by whomn these schools are con-
ducted. As regards the college amd the girls’ academy, | have
merely to repeat the favorable account contamed i my last year’s
report.

8t. Pie.—The schools in this parish are in general better kept
than at the period of my first visit, and much better attended. The
salaries of the male and female teachers are low. St. Pie would
require a primary-superior school. The population of the village
is Jarge and desirous of possessing this advantage 3 T have every
reason to hope that there will not e much delay in the matter.
The school-houses are still in a very bad state, and devoid of
almost every requisite.  The accounts of the school corporation are
Kept in a very satisfactory manner; but its affairs are negligently
managed.

St. Damase.—Two of the schools of this municipality are badly
conducted, the others give proof of progress. The village school
under Mr. Lussier, is, for an clememary school, every thing that
could be desired. Several of the cluldren are studying with success
in the branches requited for teaching, in the mode! schools. I hope
the commissioners will soon take steps towards_the establishment
of a primary superior school, The pecumary affas of this munic-
ipality are now in a very satisfactory position; but the &chool
hiouses afe in very bad order.

St Dominigue.—The lack of progress prevailing in the schools
of thig parish with but ane ¢xceplion, 1s owing to the apathy of
parents in neglecting to send their children 1o school regularly.
‘The commissioners® accounis and the records of therr proceedings
are kept in a very unsausfactory manner. There is, in fact,
neither a register nor books.

St. Simon.—The schools are well kept, and the pupils pro-
rressing remarkably well. The manner in which the affuirs of the
« wperation are managed, is such as to rellect credit on those to
whom they are entrusted.

St. Hugues.~This parish 1s behind the others in many respects.
At the date of my visit, it was the only parish in my district in
which she teachers had recerved nothwng, or nextio notlung, of
their salaries. With the exception of the girls® academy, under
Mrs. Blancheite, the schools are very wferior. The former dis-

layed very satisfactory evidence of progress. At the girls’ aca-

emy, conducted by the Seurs de la Préscntation, the day pupils

whom [ examined impressed me with a very favourable idea of
that institation. The accounts of the school ‘corporation are kept
in a very satisfactory manner, but there are large arrears to be
collected.

St. Ephrem.—Two ot the echools in this parish are on a footing
which teave nothing to be desired. The other Fivcs no evidence
of progress. The dissentient school is very well conducted. The
accounts of the commissioners are well kept. 1 was unable to see
those of the dissentients.

Ste. Iléléne.~There are now two schools under control. That
wluch was last opened, and which I visited, appeared to me to be
in a satisfactory condition. The commissioners have dismissed
one of the teachers on a charge of immorahtf', they have also
changed the secretary-treasurer.  The affairs of the corporatien are
now in good order.

Ste. Rosalie.~The state of the finances of this municipality, is
now every thing that could be desired, and the accounts are very
well kept.  This cannot be said of the schools. With the excep-
tion of t‘ne village school, the progress of which becomes more and
more marked, they all seem to recede in place of advancing. Last
year the commissioners discharged a good teacher, without cause,
and they now regret having done so.

Notre-Dame de St. Hyacinthe.—All the schools of this parish
are provided with the usual requisites. The progress made in
most of them is very marked, and the attendance is also more
regular than at the period of my first visit. The 1eachers’ salaries
vary from £30 1o £35. The affairs of the corporation are in very
goodl order, and the accounts are well kept.

Town of St. Hyacinthe —Mr. Kerouac’s schoal is conducted, as
heretofore, with zeal und success. His sa...y and that of Mme.
Kerouac, who 1s entrusted with the division including the younger
children, amount 10 £105. The school un.” . the Sister of Charny
is attended by 186 pupils, nearly all of them being the children of
the poorer class, who but for the intervention of these good Ladies,
would be condemned to grow up in ignorance and idieness. The
Sisters of the Présentation de Murie have taken the place of the
Sisters of the Congrégation de Notre-Dame at the girls’ academy.
Their house is the mother-house of the order, in the diocese of St.
Hyacinthe. There are 11 Sisters and 175 pupils. The education
imparted is a1 once very solid and very refined.

La Présentation.—1 am happy to state that the recommendation
which [ deemed it my duty to make to1he commissioners and rate-
p{:;ycrs of this parish, during my first visit, has had the desired
eflect. The schools were then but poorly attended, and they are
now filled with pupils, and except in one instance or so, the greatest
progress has been made in every respect.

1devoted a considerable ime to examining the accounis and
registers of the commissioners, in each of the parishes within my
district, and I repeat, that the great evil, is the delay in vaying the
teachers.  This, again, is caused by delay in collecting the schoo!
rates and monthly fees. T am convinced that if the commssioners
were bound to collect these rates in the Autumn, the ume when
the rate-payers are best able to pay, and to furnish at the same
time, with their semi-annual repo:t, a certificate from the inspector
testifying that there ate no arrears and tnat the teachers have been
paid, many of the abuses complained of would cease to exist.

The following statistical summary will enable you to judge of
the progress made within my district during the year. In 1857
the number of purils atiending the different institutions was 6,378;
in 1858 the number has Leen 7,666, increase 1,283 ; number of
ggsils reading ﬁucnt]?' in 1857, 1,803; in 1838, 2,749, increase

; number of pupils learning to write in 1857, 2,662; in 1655,
3,183, increase 301 ; number of pupils leaming simple arithmetic
in 1857, 1,699; in 1858, 2,187, increase, 58S; number of pupils
learning the compound rules in 1857,1,041 ; in 1853, 1,576, increase
535. In 1857. only 64 pupils were taught buok-keeping ; this year,
1858, it has been taught to 115, increase 51. Only 980 were taught
geography; this year it has been taught te 1,546, increase, 666.
6nly 1,749 wero taught French grammar; this year it has been
taught 10 2,677, increase 928. History was taught to 1,146; this
year to 1,677, increase 531. Literary composilion, mensuration,
linear drowing, English grammay, singing, and instrumental music,
also shew an increase of about one hundred per cent. The sum
contributed by the rate-payers has increased by £657, and the
salaries of the teachers have also been somewhat increased,

(7o be continued.)
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MONTHLY SUMMARY.

EDUQATIONAL INTELLIGENCE.

— Mr. Rogier, minister of the Interior and of Public Instruction in
Belgium, announced to the House of Representatives during a debate on
e subject of public instruction, that it was the intention of the Gov-
ernmont to increase the Professors’ saluries. with a view to raising the
standard of studies, and to induce learned foreigners to repair to that
couatry.

—~-The Institut Polytechnigue of Montreal, on motion of 3Mr. Ossaye,
Professor of agriculture in tho Jacques Carticr Normal school, has
resolved to petition Parliawent to the end that certain scholarships be
founded by Government fo be given in competition to tho students in
tho differcat colleges, soas to cnablo the successful competitors to
enter special schools of artg and trades in Europe, in order that in course
of tige the knowledge they will have ucquired may be diffused in
Canada.

LITERARY INTELLIGENCE.

—Mr. Leopold Ranke, the celebrated German historian, whose
History of the Poyes i3, in France, the most popular of his works, has
been clected a foreign membper of the Academy of Moral and Political
Scieaces.

— The widow of the late Johu Paul Richter, the celebrated German
authbor, died at Munich, on the 28th of January last, at the age of 84
years. ‘The only son left by this great writer, died long agoin great
poverty, when a student at Heidelberg.

— Mr. Monmerqué, member of the French Academy of Inscriptions
and Belles-Lettees, (iied in Paris, aged 80 years. His obsequies took
place on the 3rd of March. The funeral oration was pronounced by Mr.
Berger de Xivrey. His first historical and litterary publicutions appeared
in 1818. He had becn for some time occupied in hinishing a& pew and
carcfully compiled edition of Mme. de S¢vigné’s Letters, an authoress
whose life and writings he, for many years, had made the object of his
minute inquiries, and it was while thus eogaged that he was snatched
from his labours. The memory of Mr Monmesgué will be cherished by
Canadians. He, on all occasions, took the liveliest interest in every
thing relatiog to Canada, and it was partly through his exertions, we
believe, that donations of books and wotks of art were procured for the
Canadian Institute of Montreal, by Mr. Barthe, while in Paris, some
years ago.

— Mr3. Jameson, the distinguished authoress, died on Saturday, aged
sixty. Her illucss 1asted but a few days. After & visit to the reading-
room of the British Museum she complained of a cold, and in two or
three days o severe attack of bronchitis succeeded, from the cffects of
which she never rallied. Mrs. Jamesor was the eldest daughter of Mr
Morphy, painter in ordinary to the Princess Charlette, a well known
artist in the early part of the present century. She married Mr. R
Jameson, the late Vice-Chancellor of Canada, whom she survived six

car3. Her literary labours commenced with the ‘Diary ofan Eonuyée’
1n 1826, followed by numervus volumes on various subjectsof biography
apd art, Her principal and most popular publications were her ¢ Char-
acteristics of \Women,” chiefly studics from Shakspeare; * Visits and
Sketches at home and abroad,” Winter Stud-es and Summer Rambles in
Canads ; the latter work she regarded as pes waarly a record of her own
social views and convictions. In 1842 she published the ¢ Hand-Beok
to tho Public Galleries of Art in and near London, which was the first
of a serics of artistic works of subsequent production,—viz., on ¢ Sacred
aad Legendary Art,' ¢ Legends of the Madonna,' &c. One of herlast
publications was a revised and enlarged cdition of ¢ Memoirs of the
Early Italian Painters,’ published by Mr. Murray. For two vears past
she had been engaged on a lahorious and elaborately illustrated work,
aonounced by Messrs. Longmapo, and nearly completed, the ¢ History of
Our Lord and of his_Precursor, St. John the Baptist, with tie Person-
aicg and Typical Subjects of the Old Testament as represented in
Christian Art.” In tho completion of this labour she had re-visited
ltaly, and passed several months in Rome and other continental citics.
As an art-critic Mrs. Jameson was slmost uorivalled. But her intel-
lectual excellence extended in other and nobler direclions—in a deep
interest in all social and moral questions, ag evidenced in her printed
lectures on * Sisters of Charity at bome and abroad’ and the ¢ Com-
munion of Labour," prefaced by an carnest and eloquent introduction.
—ZLondon Paper.

. Tre McGine Normar Scuoon LITERART Assoc1AT108.—This Association
13 composed of the young-lady students of the MceGill Normal School.
e bad tho pleasore of assisting, as the French say, at the Annual Meet-
mﬁ of its members, held in the Lall of the School, on Tuesday cvening.
Where all were 50 good it would beiaviduous to make selections and
we sball, therefore, content ourselves with recordin

which we derived from tho exercises of the evening.
read wero extremely creditable to their authors,

the gratification
ome of the cssays
displaying much sound

knowledgo and currect reasoning, conveyed in appropriate and forcible
language. The musical exercises, as well vocal as intsrumental, were
also rendered in o manner alike creditable to the young performers and
to their instructors, and elicited repeated rounds of applavse frem a
large and discriminating audience. At the close of the excreizes, Mis3
Costigan, the President of the Association, read n well-considered
address, in which the advantages to he derived from the voluntary
labors of its members were clearly explained and eloquently urged upon
lier fellow—or rather, we should say, sister-students. On Miss Costi-
gan’s resuming her seat, the Rev. Mr. Kump, on the part of the company,
thanked the ladies for the pleasing entertainment they had provided,
adding u lew kind and considerate words of encouragement and advico
to tho young associates. The national antbem was then sung and the
company digpersed to their homes, animated, we bave no doubt, cne
avnd all, with the kindest wishes for the weifare and professional as wel}
ag social advancement of their intercsting and accomplished coter-
tainers.—Montrcal Herald of 12tk instunt.

— We have to record the denth of two remarkable men, both from
Quebec, whose names deserve tobe lield in honor by all who know how
to appreciate virtue or tnlent.

The Rev. Mr. Gingras, & theologian of high merit, died at Paris, aged
51 years. All Canadians in that city at the time, attended his funeral.
Mr. Gingras had received his cducation in the Seminury of Quebec,
where, in 1831. after going through bis studies with great success, he
entered the holy orders. In the fullowing year be became Professor of
belles-lettres, and was, from 1833 to 1834, successively appointed
Director of the Seminary and of the College of Quebee. In 1844, he
visited Europe and the Holy Land, in company with Mr. Bélunger.
When iu Rome the degree of Doctor in Divinity was conferred oo him.
On his rceturn to Canada he published two volumes comaining an
account of his travels in Egypt, Arabia, Palestine, Turky, and Greece.
In this work no account of Lis travels in Frauce, Italy, Germusy, Bel-
gium, and Ireland i3 given, and this i3 thc more to be regretted
especially with regard to Germany and Ireland, as but very few French
Canadisns ever viuit these two couutries.

Haviug returned to Quebec, he, for sometime, had charge of a class
of philosophy, and also of a Theolugical Conference. e became once
wmore Director of the Sewinary, but as he found it necessary to under-
take another voyago for the beoefit of his heulth, he had to abandon
this post, which he did accordiogly, in May last ~ Hisalluess was oue,
however, not to be overcome, and the consolation of breathing his last
in the widst of bis old school-fellows, of his friends and pupils, was
denied bim.  His meekuess, piety, devotion, and countepance cspres-
sive of deep piety lind acquired for hin the name of suint, an appellation
by which all were bappy to know him.

Mr. Réal Angers, one of the most cloguent advocates of the country,
dicd in his 47th year. He bad been admitted to the bar at an early
age. and by his brilliant imagination and coergetic mind soon attracted
notice, 1His taste for literature was strong, but he bad to yicld to that
necessity which had directed bis course toward the sterner and somne-
what thorny practice of the law. He hasleft testimonials of his literary
talent in the form of pleasing poetical essays, and of two short works
in prose. His Révélations du” Crumc might have laid lim open to the
reproach of having attempted an imitation of the Myterwes of FParis,
were it not well known that it was written long before that of Eugene
Sue, and that the fearful descriptions it gives, nnfortucately are reali-
tics. lis other productivn 13 & treatise on stenography, writlen at the
time he was engaged reporting parliamentary debates. To him,—and
to Mr Aubin,—are duc perhaps the only nble reports extant of the
specches delivered in the Lower Canada House of Assembly during its
three or four iast sessions Mr. Angers was, together with Mr. Loranger.
entrusted by the Government with the defence of the Censutawres befure
the Srigniorial Court. In the fulfilment of this duty he showed much
learning, and sound and cloquentargamentation. As ong of the Editors
of the periodical in which are publisked the Lower Canada Law Reports
he has likewise contributed Inghly to the fund of our jurisprudence.
His health, through over-exertion, had become impaired, and great
efforts were necessary 0 ennble him, fur some years, to attend to the
duties of 133 profession Iiis death has cuaused universal regret, although,
under tho ciccamstances, the sad event could not but have been anticip-
ated. We may add that, in the next number of our French jouraal, some
stanzag of bis poetry will appear.

SCIENTIFIC INTRLLIGENCE.

— Up to the present time the moon had been cousidered a3 a heap of
dricd earth, without water, without an atmosphere, without inhabitants.
But popular opinion las always given these last to the maop, to the
great perplexity of many,who were troubled at the thought thatits jnhab-
itants had no air. Euler, hotwever, had found an atmospbere for them.
His observations, however, were not able tosatisfy astronomers Lately,
Mr. de 1a Rive, nud stil) more recently, Father Secchi have, they thing,
been able to confirm Euler's opinion  An atmosphere, they sny, really
exists though of 2 very inconsiderable height,

Alr. Schwabe, a distinguished German astronomer goes further: he
announces in onc of the Iast numbers of the Astronomisthe Nachrichlen,
that be bas scen inf the moon a kind of vegetation, and the followiag
ate his reasons: The surface of the moon presents o the view numerous
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narrow gtreaks similar in appearance to furrows, which, at times,
appear laid over in straight, at other times in circular lines. Many
explanations aro given of these lines; gome consider thein as the former
beds of now dried up rivers, others as torrents of lava vomited forth
from the volcanoes, and reflecting more vividly than the other portion
of the lupar surfuce, the rays of the sun. Mr. Schwabe offers this
explanation : according to lus” theory the streaks whbich extend from
the summit of the Tycho, ono of the most clevaled of the mountains of
the moon, have, at certain periods, a greenish tint, which they loose at
the end of » few months. Henco he inters that there exists in the moon
vegetables, which shoot forth at season corresponding with our spring,
and die at'a season corresponding with our autumn, like all the plants
of our globe. The existenco, therefore, of a vegetation 1s strongly Sus-
pected. But what now becomes of the assertion commonly admitted
that there exists no water on the surfice of the moon ? 1t the vegetation,
which Mr. Schwabo has rewmarked on our satellute, reflected o blue, ted,
or yellow ray, wo could admit that its nuture wag different from that
which exists on our carth ; but which asitis green, nust we not conclude
by analogy that it is the result of the eawme chemical combinations.
Water should then become & necessity.  We know, it 18 true, that the
cactas does not require to be watered ; but we also know that it absorbs
the humidity of tho atmosphere, and for the existence of this humidity,
there must exist seas, lakes, and rivers.  To this dificulty we call the
attention of astronomers.

— Vegetable parchment is the nawe given to a product ansing from
the action of sulfuric acid (oil of vitriol ) on unsized paper. It is superior
to animal parchment, prepared at a far less expense, superior by its
uniformity of surface, by its resistance to the action of chemicai ageuts,
and particularly to that of water. It possesses the same physical qual-
itics as animsal parchment, being white, trausparent, of & semu-tbrous
texture, folded without injury to the paper, torn with difficulty ; it will
probably altogether replace animal parchment, wlich 1s prepared with
80 rauch trouble.

— A society, under the name of La Sociélé d'.xcclunatation, exists in
France. The object of this association is to impurt and to propagate
the animals and the useful plants of all the regions of the globe. France
on account of its central position and its teraperate climate, 13 naturally
a good site for the permanent exhibition of all the useful species con-
tained in the animal and tho vegetable kingdoms., The Jardin des
Pluntes (Garden of Plants) presents already something similar ; but the
institution lately created is one of a more practical wnd more exper-
imental nature. Op this subject we read in the LUnion: ** The work of
preparing the ground for this experimental gardin advances with great
rapidity ; the enclosure is completed ; the river (s ruuning in _the bed
prepared for it; the excavation of the lake finished, the aviary, tho
aquarium, and the building destined for the larger quadrupeds, are now
in readiness for their future occupants.’” Numerous dunativas of rare
animals have already been made, and the ramification of the association
will secure an  illimited supply of species from all parts of tho globe,
in every department of nataral history. This garden will become one
of the wonders of the city of Paris, and & visit of no ordinary delight to
the citizen and to the traveller.

STATISTICAL INTELLIGENCE.

—Well grounded statistics prove that the number of persons who
guccnmb annually to the cffects of alcohol amounts in England to
50,000, in Russia to 100,000; the life of those unfortunate bemngs is one
of aggravated soffering.

Spiritnous liquors powerfully affect the glands of the mouth and of
the stomach, their secretions becoming exceedingly abundant.  Sensi-
bility is finally blunted, and the tasto somuch injured that it is a frequent
occurrence, to set a man pass from the use of weak to strong drinks,
and ultimately distinguish po taste in pure alcohol and in bitters.

Under the action of those fatal liguors, the mucous membrane hardens,
the tissues, the braio, and the nervous sysiem, so wonderfully ramified
over the whole body, ‘)ecomc disorganized, and the individual contracts
o morbid habit which soon nssumes the chronic form. At thig period
all the effects of this discase become visible ; there is a tremblhing of the
limbs, loss of vital power, impotence; the body loses its erect form, the
head turns grey, and at forty all the traces of age appear. “ Alcohol,
says Licbig, by its action on the nerves, is like a pote drawn on the
health of the 1abourer, and which he must always renew in default of
means to pay it. He thus inevitably brings on the baokruptcy of his
health?

Quo of tho most ordinary results of tho abuse of alcohol is paralysis.

1 have somewbere read that a carpenter, enjoying excellent health
and of & robust frame, but who had contracted the fatal habat of drink-
ing large quantitics of brandy, was attacked, at the age of thirty five
years, with a paralysis of the tonguce; the words be pronounced were
uuinteltigible 4 few moonths after this first accident he lost the use of
his right arm, and death finally followed on pacalysis of the bran.

Sich are the consequences of the abuse of anicohotic nignors To
those above descnbed and which attack the body, are to be added in a
parallel line, those which attack the mind. It is there that may bo seen,
and may be fingered 2o to cxpress it, the intimate relations which unite
the body to the soul, the rgans to the intellect.

All tho faculties of the individual disappear one after another. The
memory fuils, hebetude supervencs, nud soon madness takea the place of
the intellectunl powers the man had possessed. Tho propensity to all
crimes, to guicide, becomes developed, and what should strike terror is
this, that all the cvils the individual cutails upon himself, by the abuso
of liquors, he trausmits as an inheritance to his chitdren, who suffer for
the fanlits of the parent; fatal congequence, and which affords much
matter for retlection.—Courrier du Canada.

MIBOELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE,

A Lisr or Woxpyrs.—Among the thousaads of marveluus intentions
which American geniug has produced, within the last fow vears, are
the following, compiled in an abstract from the Patent Office report:

The report explaing the principle ot the celebrated Hobb's Lock, Its
** unpickability ** depends upon a secondary or fulse sot of tumblers
which prevents janstruments used in picking from reaching the rea
ones. Moreover, the lock is powder proof, and may be loaded through
the koy-hote and fired off till tho burglar is tired of his fruitless work,
or fears that the explosions will bring to view his experiments more
witoesses than he desires.

Doors and Shutters have been patented that can not be broken
through with ecither pick or sledge hammer. The burglars * occu-
pation’s gone.”

A barpoon is described which makes the whale kill himself. The
more he pulls the lino, the deeper goes the harpoon.

An Ice-Making Machine bas been patented, which is worked by a
gteaie engine  In an experimental tria), it froze several bottles of
shorry, and produced blocks of ice the size of a cubic foot when the
thermoweter was up to eighty degrees.—It is calculated that for every
ton of coal put into the furnace, it will make a ton of ice.

From Dr Hale’s (Examiner) report, we gather sume idea of the value
of patents. A man who had made a slight improvement in Straw
Cutters, took a mode} of his machines through the Western States, and
after a tour of cight months, retarned with forty thousand dollars.
Another man bad a machige to Thresh and Glean Grain, which in fif
teen months, be gold for sisty thousand dollars. These are ordinary
cases—while such inventions ag the Telegraph, the Plaming Machine,
and India Rubber patents, are worth millions cach.

Esamiuer Lave’s report describes new electrical inventions., Among
them is an Electrical Whaling Apparatus, by which the whale is
literally * shocked to death.” Another is an Electro-Magnetic Alarm,
which rings bells and displays sigoals in case of fire and burglars.
Another is an Electric Olock, which wakes you up, tells you what time
it ig, and lights a lamp for you at any time you please.

Thero is & ** Sound Gather,” o sort of huge ear-trumpot, to be placed
in front of a locomotive, bringing to the engineer’s car all the noise
abead, perfectly distinct, notwithstanding the noise of the train.

There is an invention that Picks up Pins from a confused heap, turns
thew around with their heads up, and sticks them in papers in regalar
rows.

Another goes through the whole process of Cigar Making, taking in
the leaves and turning out finished cigars.

Ope machine cuts cheese; another scours knives and forks;
gnotper rocks the cradle; and seven or eight take in washing and
ironing,

There is & Parlor Chair patented that can not be tipped back on two
legs, and a Railway Chair that can be tipped back in any position
withoat any legs at all.

Anotber patent is for 2 machine that counts passengers in an omnibus
and takes their fares. When a very fat gentleman gets ir, it counts
two and charges double.

There arc a variety of Guas patented that load themselves; a Fishing
Line that adjusts its own bait, and 2 Rat Trap that throws away the
rat, and then baits itself, and stands in the corner for another.

There is & machine also, by which a man prints, instead of writes his
thougbts. It is played like ¢ piano forte. And speaking of Pianog, it
ig estimated that ninc thousand aro made every year in tho United
States, giving constant employment to one thousand nine hundred per-
gons, and costing over two millions of dollars.— CAristian Tkmes.
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