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‘THE Free Methodist and Bible Christian Confer-
ences of England, were in session at the end of last
month and the beginning of this, the former in Sun-
derland, and the latter in Truro.

WE bave heard with sorrow of the death in Africa
of the Rev. Dr. Mullens, Foreign Secretary of the

 London Missionary Society. He had gone to Africa,
" with two missionaries, fo establish a mission near

Lake Tanganyika.

THE Bristol Institute, of which the Rev. E. J. Hart-
land was principal until recently, has at once found a
head. The gentleman selected for the wlace is the
Rev. J. P. Allen, M.A,, of Gloucester. Mr. Allen will
also be the pastor of the Sneyd Park Church, Bristol.

17 is likely that Professor Robertson Smith will be
a candidate for the chair of Mathematics in Glasgow
University. If he is elected, he will be rid of the
trouble which he has borne for some time past. Pro-
bably, he is becoming weary of fighting. It is
somewhat remarkable that the man should have no
liberty even in matters of historical criticism. Pro-
fessor Smith's offence has been of the mildest charac-
ter even when tried by a pretty orthodox standard.

THE Rev. Dr. Crosby expresses, in the “Christian
at Work,” his protest against the nude in art. “God
has clearly shown us,” he says, “that the human body
is to be covered. Art comes forward and declares in
direct opposition to God that the human body shall be
stark naked. Christians leave God and follow art.
Then when we tell these Christians that they are aid-
ing vice, they ridicule our verdancy, and call on the
world of culture to join them in the laugh.”

OUR readers must have seen something of the work
done by the Rev. R. W. McAll in Paris. Hehas
been very successful in preaching the gospel to the
workmen of that metropolis. Now, he has begun to
do something in Lyons, which he regards as “the
metropolis of Ultramontane intolerance.” Four
evangelistic stations have been opened, with seats for
six hundred persons, and already more accommeoda-
tion is needed. Several conversions have occurred
and the work is going on very well.

It iz worth while to call attention to the progress of
Chrigtianity in Japan during the last seven years.
'I'hegle,ue now 43 Protestant churches in the country,
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with a membership of 1,500; 54 Sunday schools, with
2,000 scholars ; 3 theological schools, with 175 stu-
dents ; 81 missionaries, 93 native assistants, 10 native
pastors, and 150 preaching places. Much of the work
done in the Empire has thus far been of a preparatory
character ; but the results have been very gratifying,
and there is no doubt that they will be more so in the
future,

“THE SALVATION ARMY” is the title of an organ-
ization that is making some stir in England just now.
It is under the leadership of a man calling himself
“ General Booth.” It has its stations in all parts of
the country. The members of this army give them-
selves to evangelistic work, chiefly among the ignorant
and degraded classes. Their literature and methods
are of a very peculiar character. They could not well
be otherwise, for the men engaged in the work are
“converted” clowns and fighters and so on. It
would not be right, however, to say that they are
doing no good. They may benefit men and women
who cannot be reached very easily by other means.

COLONEL INGEKSULL's attacks on the Bible have
called forth many replies from the advocates of Chris-
tianity. One of the best, if not the very best,is an ad-
dress delivered by the Rev. S, V. Leech, D.D,, it: one
of the Methodist Episcopal Churches of Baltimore.
Dr. Leech takes up the Colonel's objections to the
Scriptures point by point and disposes of them pretty
effectually. If there is anything that mars the ad-
dress, it is alittle tendency to approach to Calonel
Ingersoll’s own spirit of bitterness and scorn. We
Christians can well afford to leave that to our oppon-
ents. We can well afford to treat the Colonel and
every one like him, as the late Dr. Alexander Clark
did, with pity for their crrors and follies and tender-
ness toward themselves,

“ SUNLAY EXCURSIONS "—this was the “heading »
in large, distinct letters. The sub-headings were “A
Fight,” “ Drunkenness and Profanity.” A little fur-
ther down is a description of the * Fight,” which was
accompanied with a flood of “ obscene language.” On
another boat 2 drunken man was knocked down by
the “bar-tender.” On another there was fighting “all
the time,” and one man “fatally shot.” This is the
Sabbath as it is spent in the waters around New York.
A traveller in Scotland, whose words have just met
our eye, describes the scene quite the reverse: “Here
one realizes the proverbial sanctity of a Scottish Sab-
bath morn, as you see the people from distant parts
gathering in groups around the church, and then join-
ing in worship just as their fathers did a hundred years
ago.” Which of these is to be the Sabbath of Canada?

ON the 24th ultimo, the English Wesleyan Confer-
ence, meeting in Birmingham, received a deputation
of non-conformist ministers headed by the Rev. R.
W. Dale. In an address delivered before the Con-
ference, Mr. Dale referred to the Methodist class-
meeting, and stated that he heartily wished that the
institution could be transferred to the soil of Congre-
gationalism. We are ready to echo his wish. It
seems to us that something of that sort would answer
well in any and every section of the Christian Church.
And, then, there is another feature that we wish we
could transfer from our Methodist brethren, and that
is, their successful use of the lay element in church
work. But, by the way, would it not be a good thing
for us to look over the fences which divide us, and
see what good things there are to be found among our
neighbours? There has been a great deal of the other
thing going on, a watching for some defect and some-
thing to condemn. Suppose we try to go on the other

principle for a while.

ESTHER AND RUTH.

There are two books in the Bible which bear
women’s names Esther and Ruth.  Different in their
cast and their scenery, they posscss in common one
striking peculiarity, in teaching the most important
rcligious lessons without any profession ¢” doing so.

The peculiarity of the book of Esther in omitting
all mention even of the name of God, has been sug-
gested to my mind in looking over the map of North
America. Wherever the Spaniards settled, we find
such names as Vera Cruz, or “True Cross;” Trins-
dad, or * ‘Urinity ;* Santa I¢, or “ Holy Faith;” Santa
Muria, or “Holy Mary;” and a multitude of saints’
names, as San Francis o or “Saint Francis.” Wher-
ever the Linglish settled, on the contrary, we find
mostly only unconsecrated names, secular, or of
heathen origin; only here and there a name like
Salem or Providence. But when we look for religion,
we do not find it chicfly where the religious sames are
found. The fAsng, as contrasted with the name, we
we find not in Spanish but in English America.

The Jews, for reasons of their owr, hold the book
of Esther in high esteem, according to an old saying
of the rabbis, that when all their other sacred writings
have perished the book of Esther will remain.

May we not also accord a high rank to this book in
the sacred volume for its teaching a lesson so needful
at all times, and still as needful as ever, against that
tendency to be influenced by names more than things,
which is the bane of religious life? It strikingly il-
lustrates God’s control of events without mention of
His commandments, or even Hisname, It-isheld by- --
theologians to be an inspired book, while looking pre.
cisely like any piece of secular history. In fact,
Luther condemned it as full of “heathen unnaturali-
ties.” It carries none of those phrase-marks by which it
would now-a-days get into the “religious department”
¢f a danaminational newspaper, rather than the
“secular department.” And yet itis a part of Holy
Scripture.

Such a book reads us the lesson to depend less on
1abels and more on conscience; to read the lessons of
religion in all history and all science as well as in
manuals of devotion ; to recognize religious truth out-
side of the catchwords of our own creed. . . .

In the light of this book the common distinction
between “ sacred ” and * secular” is worth remarking
on. This is a proper enough distinction, if properly
used. “The law is good, if 2 man use it lawfully.”
But in the nature of things this distinction is acci-
dental and temporary, serving merely to educate our
thought to penetrate the profounder realities, where
all secular things become sacred, as all controlled by
God, working under His providence towards ends
divine, and sanctified in the regard of religious souls.
And yet how easy to forget the educational intent of
this distinction, and to use it for a permanent mark
between what is God's and what is not God’s. So
men give the name of “divine scrvice” to stated exer-
ciscs of worship, but not to their daily calling. They
put rehgion apart from business and recreation, in a
way that makes heathen through six days, and hypo-
cnites on the seventh. They regard the church as
consecrated by and for stated public worship only, and
desecrated by the admission of any innocent and
wholesome entertainment; making curious distinc-
tions between the degrees of sacredness which belong
respectively to the lecture-room and the main audi-
tory, as formerly to the Holy Place and the Holy of
Holies in the Jewish Temple. . . .

Against this false discrimination, against the human
tendency to place the distinction between sacred and
secular in forms, phrases and names, the book of
Esther utters so strong a protest, that we might well
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pronounce i, on that account alone, worthy of its
place in the Bible.

‘The main lesson of the book of Ruth chords well
with this key-note of the book of Lsther.

In Ruth we see the closest constancy of affection
beautifying a relation against which the satirist often
directs his bitterest jibes. \We sce the hardest times
brightened by the flowers of the purest love. We see
a virtuous selfl Iielp sensibly accepting a trying situa-
tion, and honectly winning its due recognition and re-
ward. We see the providence which feeds the spar-
rows aiding the vious and industrious poor. This is
just such a story of common life as would instruct a
rude people in some of the primary lessons of morals
and religion; just such a story as a divinely guided
prophet might have written for such a purpose. In
the primitive age it was a lesson which the divide
teaching of the race could hardly have failed to give
in some forin or othetr Common as is the lesson
now, it is not yet well learned. It is common life,
domestic life, not among rude Hebrews merely, but in
all times, that needs just such sanctifying as an ex-
ample like Ruth’s. This world, our homes, our daily
work, make the circle where just such examples need
to shine.

"+ + « The book Jf Ruth is a standing protest against
the besetting error of putting religion only in doctrines,
instituticns, ceremonies.  Ruth insists un its being put
into the lifc, the home life, the work life, the social
life, in all pure and sweet morality. In view of the
fatal facility with which men forget chis, we may well
believe that our divine teacher, the Spirit of God, se-
cured such a book its place in the glorious company
of prophecy, gospels and revelation.  For so we are
taught that the sublime doctrines of an incarnate God
and an opened heaven are of no avail except we em-
body the spirit of religion in the fitting form of moral
beauty, amid whatever burdens and trials God calls
us to glorify Him by well doing.

In such lessons these two books, however diverse
in special colouring, blend in impressive harmony.
We find their detalls in sin.lar accord, in exhibiting
the spirit of piety in practical and moral forms, rather
than devotional and religious.

Compare, for instance, the dutifulness of Esther to-
ward Mordecas, even after she became queen, and the
dutifulness of Ruth toward Naomi, Compare again,
the combined energy and prudence of each in her
time of need, Lsther employing all of woman's tact in
conducung her penlous and delicate part with the
king and with Haman, Ruth un concert with Naomi)
dechining the privilege of the law of inhentance until
she had established her characier by industry and
filial prety.

Compare cach again in her relation to those un-
known clements in the hands of providence which
are the rehance of the nighteous and the dread of the
wicked. Ut Ruth, as she went to glean, we read that
 her hap was” to hght on the ficld of Boaz. Concern-
ing Esther we read, in combinaution, the singular
postponement of the fawal day by her adversary’s
superstitious usc of the lot, and the unexpected biast-
ing of Haman by the sudden disclosure of the fact
that his revenge had. ignorantly struck at the queen,

Peculiarly intense in colounng 1s the picture of pro-
vidential control as 1t appears in Esther’s record.
Wrath fell on Haman as a thunderbolt from a clear
sky, when Esther in her supreme moment sunply
said, “The adversary and enemy 1s this wicked
Haman.” The fact, to hun before unknown, that the
queen was of the race he had struck at, saved them
and destroyed lim.  How stnking this suggestion of
the unknown elements by which providence operating
through law destroys the wicked and dehivers the
Godly! The success of any scltish scheme depends
on an indchinite number of particulars, some of which

. : TR N 3 A1 R
'to realize that the supreme power works for righteous- | & Darrow, range, w’ﬁlle over ali t@er&

ness.

The very position which these books respectively
occupy in the Bible between those which precede and
follow carries the analogy between them still further.
It is singular to find the book of Esther, so intensely
secular in its form and its phrascology, inserted be-
tween books so intensely religious in external expres-
ston as the books of Ezra and Nehemiah preceding it,
and the book of job which follows. Equally singular,
though in another point of view, is 1t to find that
peaceful scene of rural innocence and piety, which the
book of Ruth depicts, between the book of Judges and
the books of Satnuel, so full of blooashed and mourn-
ing, and fierce struggles and wild cries of victory. It
intervenes like the even-song of shepherds in a lull of
battle-drums and trumpets. It teaches us the com.
forting belief that even in calamitous times earth’s
happiness has not all been spoiled. The world’s past
1s not so dark as history pretends. Our thoughts may
always turn from that record of strife and crime and
suffering, which 1t often seems the chief task of the
daily newspaper to spread before us, to contemplate
those unpublished ministries of virtue and goodness
which are covered from the eye of the reporter to
smile in the sight of the recording angel.

In exhibiting the analogy between these two books
this feature ought not to be onutted, that each s the
story of a good woman in a bard place. Less need
be said of that n:ere, because that seems to be a char-
acteristic of most Bible biographies,—stories of good
peuple in hard places, the moral victorics of constancy
and faith amid sore trials. In this respect the ac-
count of Esther demands especial notice. She held
only the rank of the best loved one 1n a polygamous
household, whose arrangements were as repugnant to
our moral sense as is the odious peculiarity of Mor-
monism. To Esther s uural sense—confessedly noble
as was her character—it can hardly bave been thus
repugnant, with the polygamous precedents set in her
own nation by sovereigns from David’s time, and
equally common in the foreign land of her birth.
Such 1s the revelation of moral progress which the
Bible history gives, by incorporating_such usages of
the best men and women of earlier times, in the same
record with the teachings of Him who made known to
later times the duvine intention of the fact, that the
first famuly consisted of a wedded pair.

To conclude: the lesson of iniussveness which
Esther gives by ignoning the vutside distinction be-
tween “sacred” and “secular,” Ruta gives in another
way by ignonng the distincuon elsewhere recognized
between the chosen people and the heathen, Moses
had pronounced a curse on the race of Moab, which
after a thousand years Nebemiah keptin force. From
this accursed race, and against the prohibition  of
witer-marnage with them, came “ Ruth the Moabitess.”

The jewish Church, as narrow and eaclusive as any
church that ever existed, was obliged by the necessi-
ties of its posion to be such. The feeble light amid
fictce winds must be within a lantern. Something
was needed to offsct this, and to show that this was
not the divine 1deal, but a temporary arrangement for
an exigency. lHeace, in remarkable contrast with the
exclusiveness of the people and their institutions, the
repeated testimonies of the prophets to the truth which
we find embodcied here in the living example of this
woman. The name of the foreigner from the accursed
race is here inscribed in the national record beside the
names of Moses and Samuel, as a silent testimony
that God 1s the God of all mankind, and that all have
an inhentance in Hum. Thus, side by side with the
exclusiveness of temporary religious forms, the Old
Testament places the mnclusiveness of the abiding
spirit of religion. While the Moabite was debarred
from the national sanctuary, the Moabitess 15 enrolled
in the holy volume which that sanctuary enshrined.

he cannot know, and any of which, when reckoned in, | And so long as creeds and sects and religious forms

may change the whole result.  Hence he is ever at
the mercy of the unknown clements by which the
omniscient disposer of events controls the issue. The
unknown elements 1in human calculations! Never
forget them. These are the avenging and recording

angels by which every soul is made, sooner or later,!

estrange men’s sympathies, so long will her story re-
peat the umely lesson, to seek 1n the religious spirit
the inclusive bond, the essential unity.

It is not unworthy of notice that the two books of
the Bible which bear women’s names are wholly oc-
cupied with present duties, and things near at hand in

%

J ‘ play. tﬁ light
faat comes from afar and from dbove. ISMerc is
the great consequence of some little things more im-
pressively displayed than in the incidents of these
books—the king’s sleepless night saving Mordecai
from the gallows; Ruth’s casual entrance of Boaz's
field conducting her to the place in history which is
hers. Nowhere is the supreme worthiness of uprightly,
dutifully, and bravely living the lot which providence
assigns more persuasively se¢ forth, What worthier
lessons could women, or men, teach mankind than the
lessons of these books, in which the distinction be-
tween royal Esther and humble Ruth is lost sight of
amid the light that glows in the simple goodness of
both? .

“Honour and shame from no condition rise ;
Act well thy part ; there all the honour lies,”

4 What shall I do to be furever known ?
Thy duty cver.”
—Swunday Afternoon.

INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY OF CHRIS-
TIANS.

Never have there been such wide-spread opportuni-
ties for Christian usefulness as at present. Christians
need scarcely ask, * Lord, what wouldst thou have
me to do?” for the work lies all around, and presses
upon them and claims their active zeal. Sad it is that
so many are found negligent or forgetful of their in-
dividual responsibility to be co-labourers in hastening
on the triumphs of the Redeemer’s kingdom. The
whole world is now the gospel field, and already
* white to the harvest.” India and Japan, the islands
of the South Seas and of the far-off Western Pacific,
are having the gospel preached to them ; and Ethio-
pia and the partially explored African continent
stretch forth their hands for the Christian labourer.
Yet many, even in our own Zion, are ignorant of
the fact that thousandsall over these heathen lands
have heard the Word of Life and rejoice in a risen
Saviour ; and, as gleams of light shining in dark
places, show so sadly the millions wko are passing
from time to eternity in worse than Egyptian bondage,
because the coffers of the Lord’s house are not over-
flowing with the free-will offerings of every individual
Chnistian. .

Our home work suffers, too, from the lack of this
individual responsibility, How many waste places
mught * bloom and blossom as the rose,” if in sparsely
settled parts of our country, individual Christians
would gather themselves weekly in the Sabbath school
and prayer meeting! God would soon bless such
efforts by sending them an under shepherd.

Even n our towns and cities—with their beautiful
churches and softly-cushioned seats, where the Pauls
and Apolloses in the pulpit tempt the passers-by—how
many professing Cbristians are satisfied to be in their
places only on pleasant Sabbath momnings. How
many vacant seats, at the evening service and prayer
meeungs, to pan the heart of the faithful minister, 1n-
stead of each and every professor being Aarons and
Hurs to hold up the hand. of the pastor in his labour-
ious work !

Isnot thuis a true picture of (0o many in all the
churches of this Chrisuan land? What is the secret
of this sad apathy ? Is it not found in the indsvidwal
inner life?  Chnistian reader, do you appreciate the
high privileges of your calling? ¥our Christian life
1s called a race, and you are enjoined to “so run
that you may obtain ;” “to press toward the mark for
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”
You are called to be 2 soidier of Christ, and to “gird
yourself with all the panoply of the gospel armour ”
and then “ fight the good fight of faith.” The Saviour
says to you, “ Go, work in iy vineyard.” Will yox
g0, or leave others to do the work? Christ is King
in Zion. He has “girded on his sword, and in.His
glory and His majesty be rides prosperously.” Would
you, Christian reader, share the triumphs of Christ’s
kingdom? Then work ; and whether ten talents, or
five talents, or only one talent have been committed
to you, let not your Lord, when he comes, find yowrs
laid away in a napkin. Would you wear an incor-
ruptible crown, and shine as the stars for ever and
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ever?” Then labotrin faith to “turn many to right-
eousness.” It is the ,randest work that human hands
can do; and the reward is on high.—Christian 0b-
server.

FENCED CJTIES FOR THE LITTLE ONES.

What will we do with the children? This was the
question under consideration one day in the tribes of
Reuben and Gad. These two tribes had decided to
ask as their inheritance a portion of the country east
of the Jordan. It had already been conquered, but
before they could settle down in it for good, all of them
who could carry arms must go over Jordan to aid
their brethren in the conquest of Canaan. They knew
it would not do for them to leave the children unpro-
tected, and what to do with then in the circumstances
was a serious quqsuon ‘They finally came to this
conclusion: “ Our little ones shall dwell in the fenced
cities because of the inhabitants of the land.”

What will we do with the children? is a question
that is always turning up, Fathers and mothers have
often wept over it and carried it on bended knees to
a throne of grace. Sabbath school conventions and
institutes, ministers and church courts, boards of edu-
cation and State Legislatures have had it before them
again and again as a subject for grave corsideration,
and the answers that have been given to it are as
varied as the circumstances which call the question
up. But where will we find a more suggestive answer
than this one given by the men of Reuben and Gad:
“Let the little ones dwell in the fenced cities.” The
cities in which the children are kept ought to be
“ fenced" or rather “walled” cities.

The Aome should be afenced city. Around it should
be the strong wall of parental authority—a wall so
real, so good, so strong that when it is tried by those
within or by those without it will stand the test. Itis
not nmecessaty to have it unsightly and forbidding.
No, let ‘every stone in the wall from the top to the
bottom be covered over with the flawers and fruits of
_n honest, undoubted affection, Let prayer and faith
bmd stone to stone vnth the .power and presence and
blessing of God. Within such a walled city the chil-
dren should dwell. Getting out from behind the home
walls, breaking away from the wholesome restraints of
parental authority too soon, has resulted in the ruin of
thousands. These walls should not only keep the
Tittle ones in, but they should keep the “inhabitants
of the 1and” out. These foes come sometimes as
“friends of the family,” sometimes as playmates,
sometimes in the shape of books, papers and maga-
xmes, and sometimes in the garb of fashion. Oh,
parents, keep the door closed ‘against folly and sin.
By ‘the love ye bear to these young immortals, by the
awful dangers to which they are exposed, €o your very
best by God’s help to have your home and theirs
walled on every side, and covered over by the shelter-

ing shield of an almighty Savieur.

“So too, the schoo! should be fenced—the public
school and the Sabbath school. The first should be
fenced or walled by the State, and the second by the
Church. Around the great public school system

ould be a good strong wall of common law, so good
and so strong that opposers could not get their fingers
in to meddle with it. We thought we had the wall
strong enough, but it seems we have been mistaken.
It is patural for Rome to be trying to take care of her
own interests, but we must give her to understand
that we have rights that must and shall be preserved.

‘The walls round about the Sabbath school are not
strong enough. It is the only fenced city that many
of the little ones know anything about. The inhabi-
tants of the Iand in many cases break through and
snatch away the precious souls which Christian men
and women are trying to save. By God’s help the
walls of truth, love, faith and prayer must be made

igher and firmer,

“The Churck should be a fenced city for the little
ones to dwell in. It is heartrending to see the world
reaching into the sacred enclosure and taking the
young captive at will. Let the house of God be made
an axuacme place for them. Let them be brought to
it wly in hfe, and let them have a place of their own
in.the family’ pew. Let those who are older show

|
|

! their appreciation of it by dwelling within it them-

selves, and above all let the prayer of all be “build
Thou the walls of our Jerusalem.”

® Let us watch carefully the walls—the walls about
the home, the school and the Church. Instead of
weakening or lowering them, let us aim at making
them higher and stronger, so that our precious little
ones may be safe. Let us teach them eatly in life
their need of the Saviour, and labour to have them “in
Christ.” With Him for a habitation for ourselves and
for them, all will be well. None shall be able to
pluck the lambs out of His bosom. Then when we
are called to go over Jordan with our brethren, wecan
leave the little ones behind us with the confident hope
of sceing them again.—Central Presbyterian.

CTWENTY MINUTES FOR SERMONS.”

The recent announcement by a Chicago preacher,
that henceforth he shall take but twenty minutes for
sermons, has a sound like the notice given by express
train conductors at certain stopping places along the
route—“twenty minutes for refreshments,” and the
notive which has to do with fixing the limit in both
cases seems very much of a piece; namely, to give as
short a time as possible to a necessary but rather irk-
some duty, which at best is an interference with one’s
plans, and must be done up with despatch. 1n con-
nection with the twenty-minute scrmons in this case,
we are informed, the other services arc not to be
abridged. The organist will take his usual indulgence
at his key-board; the choir will sing to their utter-
most, and the long prayer will continue long. Ex-
penses (in time) must be cut down, and a beginning is
to be made with the sermon. Such a considerate at-
tention to the preferences of the average church-goer
is expected, no doubt, to stimulate church-gomg ; and
this ecclesiastical conductor wao is henceforth going
to compel his people to stop only “twenty minutes for
sermons” evidently counts upon a large increase of
passengers.

A good sermon may be preached in twenty minutes ;
but that does not Jusufy the use of any such device as
this fo attract men'to church. We do not know how
the exact announcement may have sounded under
what may have been peculiar circumstances; but,
judged abstractly, the fisher of men who baits his
hook with “twenty-minute sermons” will next be ad-
vertising two-minute prayers. Such expedients are
undignified, unmanly, uhbecoming. They tend to
lower the name of religion, to cheapen the instrumen-
talities of the church, to put the Gospel before the
world in the attitude of a beggar instead of the mes-
senger it is. Let a minister preach twenty-minute
sermons if he wants to—and can; but not attempt to
make capital out of the practice by adventising it.

It is very doubtful whether this preacher, whose
name we do not even know, will succeed in making
his sermons short by confining them within twenty
minutes. Some sermons would be long even at twenty
minutes, while others are short even at an hour.
Some subjects demand longer treatment than others;
some occasions allow it; and for a preacher to mea-
ure out his “meat” in due season “in portions of uni-
form size, is sometimes to over-feed his flock and
sometimes to starve them.” Old Dr. Emmons used
to say : “No conversions after the half-hour;” and he
rigidly regulated the length of his famous theological
essays called sermons according to this maxim; but
we venture the opinion that a good many conversions
kave attended the last part of sermons which have
stretched a good deal beyond the half-hour. We
know of a minister who, when he sits down to the
composition of a sermon, takes so many sheets of
paper—no matter what the subject and no matter
what the occasion, and writes till he has filled them
out. Then his sermon is done. Nothing could be
more fatal to the best preaching than any such
mechanical ways of sermon-measuring. Notthe , -d-
stick, nor the hour-glass, should be the preacher’s
guide, but common sense. 'When his sermon’s length
begins to exceed its breadth and its depth, then it is
getting too long, and it is time for him to put a stop
to it.

A good motto for preachers is, Stop when you have

finished.
writers.
Enough said.—Christian Union.

it is one also which applies to editorial

MANY WAYS OF DENVING CHRIST.

It is a fatal mistake to suppose that there can be no
apostacy from Christ where we are not absolutely
called on to deny His name, or to burn incense to an
idol. We deny our Lord whenever, hike that Demas,
we, through love of this present world, forsake the
course of duty which Christ has plainly pointed out to
us. We deny our Lord whenever we lend the sanc-
tion of our countenance, our praise, or even our silenc=,
to measures or opinions which may be popular and
fashionable, but which we ourselves behicve to be sin-
ful in themselves or tending to sin. \We deny our
Lord whenever we forsake a good man in affliction
and refuse to give countenance, encouragement and
support to those who, for God’s sake and for the faith-
ful discharge of their duty, are exposed to persecution
and slander.— Bishup Heber.

TurF Ultramontanes in Belgium are coming into
open collision with the government in the matter of
elementary education. ‘The bishops have publishea
a collective pastoral letter condemning the new school
law, and commanding all Catholic parents not to send
their children to the reformed schools, nor to partici-
pate in any way in its execution. They wind up their
letter, after stating that all the resources which the
Catholics possess must be devoted to the creation of
Catholic schools in opposition tu the public schools,
with the old crusaders’ cry, Dien le veut !

FOR many years the Provinces of our Dominion
have been flooded with impure literatrre emanating
from the United States. Our own Governments have
endeavoured to prevent the importation of such mat-
ter, but with only partial success. We rejoice to find
that steps are being taken by the American Govern-
ment to shut off this deleterious stream at its source.
A publisher who has been in the practice of dissemi-
nating literature of an improper kind throughout the
United States and Canada, has recently been sentenced
to thirteen months’ imprisonment; and although the
case was appealed to the President, and much pres-
sure brought to bear upon that functionary to have the
sentence commuted, he inflexibly sustained the de-
cision of the court and left the culprit to undergo his
well-deserved punishment. We hope the example
thus made will have a beneficial effect.

IT i> just about time that people should cease
amusing and entertaining themseh es and others under
cover of giving extra attention to telbgion. We have
now before us a poster which, while bearing unmis-
takeable marks of .uthenticity, would be in good
place as a keen satire on the religious summer gath-
erings so much in vogue at present. When so-called
religious services get to be of such a nature as to
necessitate or encourage Sabbath breaking 1t is time
to enquire whether they ought not to be abolished.
The advertisement to which we refer invites all and
sundry to an “Evangehical Camnp Meeting” at a cer-
tain place in Ontario, describing it as ‘“the attractive
spot of the season iur pleasure and profiz,” and direct-
ing particular attention to the facts that “special
trains will run” from about a dozen stations along a
certaun line of railway on three speufied days, one of
which is a week day and the other two Sabbath days,
and that “a steamer will be in readiness, on the
arrival of each train, to take cxvcursionmsts down” a
certain “beautiful” river to *hz “evangelical meeting,”
which, it ts stated, “promises to be tae most attrac-
tive and zmunense of the hind ever held in Western
Canada." The prinupal autractions set forth are
“superb locauion,” “fresh breeres, “blue waters,”
“nature’s temples,” “cvery pleasure and comfort,’
“boarcing hall,” “provision store,” *“baggage room,”
“book store,” *‘post otfice,’ *‘rarc chance to hear the
most clever men of the continent,” “tnifling expense”
vncluding ten cents taken at the gate), “songs of
praise” led by “the Indian jubilee singers, thirty-five
1n number,” and to sancufy the whole enormous prece
of wickedness and folly, a series of religious services
opened by a Bishop.
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HARVEST-HOME.
DRYDEN sings,

" Come, my boys, come, ,
And merrily roar out harvest-home.’

The last sheaf tossed out of the rack was
the signal for the merriest glee in the land
where Dryden sang.  The toil of the plough-
man and the sower had culminated in the joy
of the harvester.  And the evening of the last
load was a time for general sejoicing in the
home. The table groaned with delicacies.
Songs made the hours ring. And amid the
festivities, let us hope that the Divine Donor
was not forgotten, but that His bounty was a
theme for grateful remembrance,

It seems a pity that we—sober-minded
Canadians --have forgotten this pleasant cus-
tom of our furefathers. The ingathering is a
season of sufficient gladness to justify neigh-
bourly mirth. And provided that the season
be conducted Christianly, and the accessories
be pure and simple, such an occasion would
leave a blessing with those who observed it.

Our Canadian harvest has been reaped.
And it has been gathered with gladness, for
—the country over—the crops have been
good. While the motherland has been griev-
ing over the grain rotting in the fields from
the excessive rains, our people have been en-
joying good harvest weather. The barns are
now filled with plenty, and God has again re-
deemed his pledge to us that seed-time and
harvest should not fail. He has answered
afresh the prayer of our hearts, “ Give us this
day our daily bread.”

Who shal: fail to see God’s hand in the
present good 2 Who of the many toilers will
fail to look above the sheaves to Him who
gives the sun and showers? Ingratitude is
an unworthy possession, and blights the soul
which shelters it. If ever the grand old dox-
ology,

* Pratse God from whom all Llessings flow,”
is in place, it is when the loaded wains are
cautiously creeping towards the sheltering
barn. How many sing it? It should be as
universal 2s the love of Him who plans His
seasons for the good of His numerous family.

We do not know the prevailing custom in
our many churches. But we would suggcst'
that in them all a Sabbath should be set apart
for reflection upon the ingathering.  Let the
hymas be full of praise Let the prayers
teem with thanksgiving. Lot the sermons
deal with the matter of gratitude, .o any
other useful theme suggested by the season.
And let this Sabbath be observed as well in
our city churches as in the rural churches,
for both city and country are interested in

all, a state of mind to which we are not un-
duly prone.

‘* Be not too narrow, husbandman! but fling
From the full sheaf, with charitable stealth,
The liberal handful. Think, O think |
How good the God of harvest is to you,
Who pours abundance o'er your flowing ficlds 1"

THE GOSPEL OF CLEANLINESS.

HE fever-scourge has again fallen upon
the city of Memphis. It was hoped
by all that the terrible experiences of a twelve-
month ago were exceptional in their character.
But with the return of the heated term, the de-
vourer recommences his work of destruction.
Every day fresh victims are reported, and the
fever has become epidemic. Thousands de
serted the smitten city, making their exit as
informal and hasty as possible. And now
since other cities have in self-protection closed
their gates against the fugitives, they must
stay and brave the plague.

Our American exchanges have raised the
inquiry whether the people of Memphis have
sufficiently observed the laws of nature as re-
gards cleanliness. Mr. Keating says that
“the soil is recking with the offal and excreta
of ten thousand familics,” that the city is
without any “organized scavenger system,”
and that “the accumulations of forty years
are decaying on the surface.” A lady mis-
sionary writes to a Boston paper that “filth
and vermin reign supreme.” The “ Christian
Union ” says that “ It may be anticipated as
an established fact that any commaunsty on low
land and in a temperate climate can render it-
self liable to the fever by want of cleanliness ;
and, on the other hand, that the yellow fever
cannot be taken in a really pure asr from per-
sons, clothing, trunks or anything else. The
fever is absolutely impossible as an epidemic
in a well-drained and cleanly kept commun-
ity.”

It would seem then that Memphis needs to
have preached to it the gospel of cleanliness,
or it must remain the victim of devastating
disease, Nor is it the only place which needs
plain talk on this subject. For we are con-
vinced that much of the poor heaith prevalent
may be traced to neglect of the simplest rules
of cleanliness. Many are inherently dirty
both in their persons and surroundings, and
they not only suffer personally, but they bring
suffering to othegs. And filth is to be found
oftimes in quarters where it would not be ex-
pected. Outhouses and sinks and yards are
allowed to taint the air and breed diseases of
various forms.

In our remembrance of religious duties, we
must not forget to be clean. “Cleanliness is
next to Godliness,” so the proverb runs.
Hyper-religious people may talk so much of
the soul, as to forget that meantime that soul
is linked to a body that needs some care.
And such need to remember that a pure and

crowded barns and groaning granaries. The
cffect would be to Icad us to connect the bless-

healthy body is a grand environment for the
soul. A sermon occasionally on the duties

ings of life morc closely with Him who giveth {we owe to our bodies, to form pure habits of

living, to eat and drink without gluttony,
and to keep all our surroundings cleanly,
would be justifiably seasonable. A western
minister, sceing that the civic authorites were
neglecting sanitation, preached such a rousing
sermon on the subject that the city was
cleaned up, and that summer the death-rate
was lower than ever before. And who shall
say that that scrmon was not as justifiable
and prudent as it was practical ?

e . ]

ONE SERMON A DAY.

T HIS is the freshest topic #p for discus-

sion. Itis going the round of the United
States Press. Surely there must be something
in sermons after all, that they should set on
fire the editors of papers the world over.
There is bound to be a yearly run upon the
subject of pulpit discourses. At one time, it
is the question of extempore preaching; or
at another, of the length of a sermon. In
some form or other the discourse proves it-
self to be a matter of general interest. This
year it comes before us in the shape of the
enquiry, whether it would not be better for
all parties concerned that there should be
only one sermon in every church on the
Lord’s day. The continual discussion of the
subject of sermons aught surely to enforce
the conviction that. the pulpit is not after all
losing its power. ‘

To some it may appear useless to argue
against this new proposal, It is self-evideat,
they say, that a minister will be able to pre-
pare better discourses, if he be allowed more
time for study, and not to be distracted by
the necessity arising from the preparation of
two or more sermons for the one day, of hav-
ing several concurrent trains of thought in
his mind at one and the same time. The
pastor it is alleged would certainly have
more leisure for the discharge of parochial
duties. There is doubtless some truth in
this. It is illustrated in the ministerial life
of Dr, Guthrie, who divided the labours of
Free St. John’s with Dr. Hanna. Never
were there two such colleagues in the one
charge. What the one had to perfection was
almost entirely wanting in the other. The
people enjoyed the privilege of listening to
two preachers, who were eminent in opposite
directions. Dr. Guthrie by his powerful
eloquence and panoramic pictures drew the
masses together and moved them to the heart,
Dr. Hanna by such learned and exquisitely
beautiful lectures as those which make up his
classical work, *“ The Life of Our Lord,” at-
tracted the thoughtful and educated. While
there was in the former the thrilling power
that crowded the aisles, there was in
the latter that which a refined au-
dience could highly appreciate and en-
joy. There was also in Dr. Hanna a
simplicity and directness which was edifying
to every person. And so between them they

kept together one of the largest congrega-
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tions, and their intercourse was entirely free
of jecalousy.

What is wanted for a minister to conduct
two services on the Lord’s day, and perhaps
one during the week, is to preach the Gospel
in several different ways. Let him give an
exposition in the morning, a sermon at the
second service, and a running cominentary
on the Wednesday. The result will be that
cach contributes some valuable element to the
other. The exposition and sermon prepared
concurrently will not exhaust the mind. The
study of Scripture which exposition renders
necessary will give richness and fulness to
the sermon ; while the sermon will prove an
antidote to the prolixity which might result
from a purcly expository style. But we should
say that the attempt to prepare two discourses
of a similar kind would prove exhausting both
to the preacher and his hearers.

There is something to be said for two ser-
mons from the people’s point of view. It is
seldom that a wholc family can be present at
one and the same service. The mistress and
maid in many instances must go to church
time about. In others, the husband and wife
must divide spiritual privileges between them.
And while in country charges, where pastors
have to supply several stations on the same
day, such must go to church on alternate Sab-
baths, it is evident that, in the city, congrega-
tions could not be kept together upon this
principle. The two services in the latter case
are necessary to give the members of working
families their proper share of religious ordin-
ances. The one sermon plan would entirely
fail to accomplish this end.

I)ews of the @hurchés.

WE are glad to learn that the Rev. Prof. Fenwick’s
health is improving.

THE Rev. Edward Ebbs preached in the Northern
Church of this city last Sunday.

THE pastor of the Western Church, J. B. Silcox, has
returned from Montreal and Kingston.

THE Rev. W. H. Warriner, B.A,, of Yorkville, is
spending this week in Portland, Maine.

LAsT Sunday at the morning service of the London
church, the Rev. R. W, Wallace withdrew his resigna-
tion.

WE understand that Mr. C. H. Keays has ended
his vacation work at Unionwville. He will spend some
time at his home in Hamilton.

REv. W. M, PEACOCK, of Kingston, is visiting
Brattle Creek Sanitarium, in Michigan, with a view of

regaining his health. He has been unable to do any |

work since the first of March. The last report states
that he was somewhat improved.

WE learn that the Rev. W. J. Cuthbertson intends
to leave home in some two months’ time. He has de-
layed his departure for a while on account of the
building scheme in Shedden. The cause is thriving
in this field. Here is an opening for a good man, and
here is a good man for an opening.

EcoNoMmy, N. S.—The new parsonage here is near-
ing completion. When finished it will be a most
comnely residence, while the view of Economy Moun-
tain in front and the Bay of Fundy in the rear is most

for her kindness in preparing a room for them to meet
in.  On Thursday, August 7th, a social was heid at
Deacon James Hill’s. A most pleasant evening was
spent and $26 realized towards the building fund.

WINNIPEG.—The mcmbers and adherents of the
Congregational denomination in this city, held a meet-
ing August 1st, there being a good attendance. After
opening with devotional exercises, the following reso-
lution was moved by John Villiers, seconded by K.
F. Lockhart: ‘“That we present believe that the

time has come for the formation of a Congregational

Fadyen, Montreal ; E. D. Silcox, pastor of the church,
and several ministers resudent mn the neighbourhood.
After appropriate introductory services, in which Revs.
J. Allworth, L. b, Silcox and T. \V. Handford took
part, papers, coins, etc., were placed in a cavity of the
stone, it was duly adjusted, Mr. ¥raser jave it the
usual taps and declared it to be well and traly laid.
An address was then delivered by Rev. W, F. Clarke,
of Guelph, He sct out by saymy that it was not the
foundation stone of the Jnionwille Congregational
church that was being laid to-day. That was laid

church in this city, and that we give our hearty sup- | 8¢5 389, not in Unionville but in Zivn, not by human

sent made short addresses, expressing themselves

Missionary Society, London, Eng., stating its willing-
ness to assist the work of establishing o Congrega-
tional church in Winnipeg. Dr. Wilkes requested
full information from Rev. W, Ewing in regard to the
field and its prospects. In his next letter, dated July
11th, Dr. Wilkes said that substantiai assistance would
given to the cause, by the Colonial Missionary So-
ciety and brethren in Canada. Another letter was
read from Dr. Wilkes, dated July 22nd, written in a
most encouraging strain, strongly urging the vigor-
ous pushing forward of the work. A letter from George
Hague, of the Merchants’ Bank, dated July 12th, was
read, expressive of his regret at being unable to visit
Manitoba at present, but stating that he hoped to
later on. Mr. Hague stated his willingness to assist
the cause, if the friends in Winnipeg would do the
same. Another letter from the same gentleman, dated
July 22nd, strongly urged the necessity of making a
beginning at once, and closed with the words, “ meet
every trial by prayer and faith, but on no account give
up—*‘Fear not, I am with thee.” Several other
letters were also read. Much satisfaction was ex-
pressed by those present at the substantial support
promised, and the interest manifested by Dr. Wilkes,
Mr. Hague, and the others. Much enthusiasm was
also manifested during the meeting, which then ad-
journed until the 8th inst., Rev. W. Ewing pronounc-
ing the benediction. On Friday, August 8th, another
well attended meeting took place, the Rev. W, Ewing
in the chair. After thc devotional exercises, some en-
couraging addresses were given in regard to the
work. It was moved by John Villiers, seconded by
Mr. Dodimeade, “ That this meeting deem it impor-
tant that a church of the Congregational denomina-
tion be established at once; and to accomplish this,
that the Rev. Mr. Ewing communicate with Rev. Mr.,
Cobb (of Minneapolis), Missionary Superintendent
of Minnesota, inviting him to come and assist in the
formal organization as early as possible.”—Carried un-
animously. Moved by George Claire, seconded by
Mr. Weliband, ** That John Villiers and Ldward Pim
be a committee to inquire as to the location and price
of suitable building lots for a site on which to build
the church; said committee to report at the next
meeting.”—Carried. Moved by Mr. Arnott, seconded
by Mr. Brown, * That Messrs. Villiers, Lockhart and
Wellband be a comnuttee to draft constitution and by-
laws, and to receive applications for membership un-
tit the Church has been formally organized ; said
committee to report at the next meeting.”—Carried
unanimously. After some discussion the mecting
adjourned.— Winnipeg Times.

UNIONVILLE.

LAYING THE FOUNDATION STANE N¥F A NEW CONGRELATIONAL
CHURCH.

On Friday afternoon, 2and inst., the ceremony of

laying the foundation stone of a new Congregational

port to the establishment of the same.” Those pre- but by Divine hands. 1t and cvery other Christian

church were built on the foundation of the apostles

strongly in favour of the resolution, which carried un. and prophets, Jesus Christ Humself being the chief
animously. Rev. Mr. Ewing read several letters from | COrner stone. It was really a perverted use of the term
the Rev. Dr. Wilkes, LL.D.; George Hague, general | churcl‘t to apply 1t to u buxl«}mg. In the New Testa-
managerof the Merchants’ Bank, Montreal, and others , Ment it had on.ly two meanings, a l.ural churh, and
interested in the work of establishing a Congregatiorfhl | the Church universal. Now-a-days it has _two ather
church in Winnipeg. In his first letter, Dr. Wilkes | MeANINgS. One that of a whole denomination, as the
said that he had just recetved word from the Colonial ' Methodist Church, the I'resbytenan Church, etc., and

the other to sigmify a buillding. Usage in course of
time establishes the mcaning of words ; and some-
times greatly changes them, e, the word “ prevent,”
which in olden times meant to help, but now means
to hinder. We may not be able to check the incor-
rect uses of the term church, but we can at least point
out its original and true signification. Mr. Clarke
then went on to show what was distinctive in Congre-
gationalism as compared with other denominations.
All Christians belonged to the one family of God, and
there was a family likeness among them. The dis-
tinctions of sect were illustrated by Bungay’s “ Creeds
of the Bells.” But therc was another bell which the
poet did not seem to have heard, though it was mak-
ing quite as much noise in the world as some of the
others characterized. He (Mr. Clarke) had taken the
liberty of adding another stanza.
¢ Of man-made creeds we toll the knell,”
Rang out, distinct and clear, a bell,
**Onc is our Master, Saviour, Lord,

And be His name by all adored ;

Christ Jesus came to make men free,

Ring out the chimes of ibesty ;

"Tis time all false pretensions fell,”

Pealed forth the Congregational bell.

This was a free church. Its members had full ex-
ercise of the right of private judgment, and of the ec-
clesiastical franchise. The church was free to choose
its own minister and other officers. The minister was
free from dictation as to his creed, and as to his move-
ments generally. He was responsible only to Christ
and the church of which he was pastor. Mr. Clarke
closed an effective address with some general remarks
on the prospects of Congregationalism in Canada,
and some special counsels to the Unionville church.
At the close of the address, the friends present were
regaled at a peach festival, which really consisted of
an excellent tea-spread. The tables were set in the
old church lot just opposite. After tea an hour’s re-
cess was taken prior to a lecture announced to be
given by Rev. T. W. Handford. The company scat-
tered for wa'ks and talks, i3 varivus parts of the pretty
little village and its surroundings. Just before the
time set for the lecture, a sudden and furious storm of
wind, rain, thunder and hightming set in, which had
the effect of driving many people to their homes, and
of detaining them there. It subsided, however, be-
fore very long, and quite an audience assembled to
hear Mr. Handford. The subject of his lecture was
“ Martin Luther,” and for two hours the eloguent
lecturer kept his hearers enchained and enchanted.
No brief resumé can give an idea of the lecture, which
sparkled with wit, and was full of practiral wisdom
suited to the times we hwe in. At the close of the
lecture, Rev. E. D. Silcox, in licu of formal votes of
thanks, presented the grateful acknuwledgments of
the Unionville church and cungregation to Messrs,
Fraser, Clarke, Handford, and all who had aided in
making the proccedings of the day successful. Special

mention was also made of the fricndly spirit shown

beautiful. Mrs. Rose, when leaving to attend the churchat Unionville was performed by Jumes Fraser, by members of the Bond street Congregational Church,

Union meeting with her husband, was presented with
a fine “Teachers Bible” By the members of the
Young Mon’s Prayer Meeting, as a token of gratitude

Esq., of Toronto. There were present on the occa-
sion Revds. T. W. Handford, of Toronto; W. F.

|
[

Torunto, who tu the nuniber of twenty had made an
excursion to Unionville on this occasion. The pecuni-

Clarke, of Guelph; J. Allworth, Paris; A. F. Mc-|ary proceeds of the festival, etc., were $82.
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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
LESSON X¥XV1

1 Thess. iv.

Sept. 7, _-
'&9'7 } THE COMING OF TIHE LORD { 1318,

GOLDRN TEXT.—** And ;shall we ever be with the
Lord."—1 Thess, iv, 17.

HOMEK STUDIRS.

M Matt. xxiv. 29-42. . The elect gathered.

1. Matt. xxv. 31-46.....The Jast judgment.

W. Actsi. 1-11.... ... Christ's second comng.

‘I'h. 1 Thess, i. 1-12.....Glorified in His saints,

¥. 1 Thess. iv. 13-18,.. The coming of the Lord,

S.  John xiv. 113 Many mansions.

S.  tJohniii. 1.8 ‘‘We shall see Him as He is.

IKLPS TO STUDY.

Few of the places to which the cpistles of Paul were sent
arc now 1n existence.  Thessalonica, to the church at whirh
the epistle that contains our lesson was sent, not only exists
but 1s at the present day one of the most important cities 10
the Turkish Empire. Even its name—Salonica—is nearly
the same » it was in Paul’s time. He visited the city twice,
first in company with Silas and Timothy on his second mis-
xionary tour (Acts xvii. 1-12), again on his third missionary
journey {(Acts xx. 1-3), perhaps also after his release from
his first imprisonment at Rome, Phil. i. 25, 26; ii. 24 ; 1
‘Fim. i. 3; 2 Twm, iv. 13; Titus iii. 12, Jasor, Gaius
(Acts xix. 29), Secundus (Acts xx. 4), Aristarchus (Col. iv.
10; Philemon 243 Acts xix. 29), were natves of this aity,
and among Paul’'s most efficient helpers. In Acts xvii. 31-9
we find an account of the founding of the Thessalonian
church by Paul in company with Silas and Timothy. The
message of Paul was joyfully received by a great multitude
of devout Greeks, and by chief women not a few. The
majority of the {ch, however, rejected his message, and
very soon compelled its deliverer to fly for his life. The
also prevented his return to the city to finish the work whic
he had begun, ii. 18, e afterwards lcarned that the be-
lievers there had dwelt too much upon the speedy coming of
Christ, had even neglected their buziness (2 Th. ii. 14 i1 6,
11, 12), and wete in distress of mind lest their Christian
fricnds who had alteady fallen asleep in the Lord should
fail to share in the blessings of the advent, and in the pas-
sage before us he puts them right on these points. The
x;pics of the lesson are, (1) Aslep in Fesus, (2) Alive with

esus.

1. ASLEEP IN J®sus.—vers. 13-14. The Thessalonian
Christians and others are here taught that there is no occa-
sion 1ot hopeless sorrow regarding them which ate asleep
in Jesus, or for any fear that they shall not participate in
the benefits and advantages of the Lord’s coming just as
fully as those who may happen to be alive when He comes.
‘T'he believer may sotrow over the death of Christian friends
but not as others who have no hope—not as the heathen
ur the infide), or the sceptic. To the Christian death is but
a sleep—a state from which there shall be an awakening—
and even this refers unly to the body ; the soul of the de-
parted behever is not dead nor even asleep, but fully alive,
awake, and in the cnjoyment of happiness. At the resur-
rection the body shall be raised—a gioriﬁcd body—and re-
united to the happy soul. And what is the foundation of
the Christian's hope in this respect” It is the fact that
Jesus died and rose again, the * first fruits of them
which slept,” the promise and camest of 2 universal resur.
rection ; for even 8o them also which sleep in Jesus
will God bring with Him. Their souls are not in the

rave ; they are in heaven ; and when Ile comes e will
ing them with Him. If we believe in the resurrection of
Chuist, we must also belicve in the resurrection of those who
are Christ’s.  *“1f there be no resurrection of the dead, then
is Christ not risen,” (1 Cor. xv. 13). Because He lives we
shall live also. All comfort concerning departed friends,
and concerning the future for oursclves, rests upon our be-
lief in a resurrection through Christ.

1L Auve WITH Jests.—vers, 15-38, It is supposed
by some, from the use of the word we in the fifteeath verse,
that Paul expected to be alive at the coming of Christ. But
1t does not necessanly so indicate. It does show, perhaps,
that he thought there was a possibility of such a thing, Eul
nothing more. The fact that it was taught by him that the
Saviour might come at any time, rather sustains .his view.
And yet, from his second letter to them (ii. 3), it is plain
that he did not regard that cvent as immediate. Whether
he thought that it might happen before he was taken to be
with Christ through death does not appear.  The time of
His coming was onc of the things that was not revealed to
him, nor to any onc of the inspited writers. One common.
tator says that this * we " was an affectionate identification
of himsclf with the Christians of all ages. It is equivalent
to saying: ** Whichever of us are alive.” Shall noc pre.
vent :  The word prevent literally means come defore o1 pre-
cede ; and it was so used by English writers at the time that
the Bible wastransiated.  The Psalmist, in Pralm caix. 147,
says ' | prevented [came Lefore or preceded) the dawning
of the moming and cricd.” In the lesson it evidently means
that those who are alive at the second coming shall have no
precedence o1 advantage over those who may have fallen
aslecp in Jesus before that event takes place. Forthe Lord
Humself ishall descend from heaven with a shout:
Himself -not a deputy, not a phantasm—** This same Jesus
which 15 taken up from you into heaven shall so come in
hike manner as yc have scen Him go into beaven ™ (Acts i.

11). The word here translated ** shout " occurs but once
in the New Testament, though it is frequently met with in
classical Greek where it denotes the command or signal

iven by a general or admiral or captain of rowers. **The

our is roming in the which all that. ¢ in their graves shall
hear His voice and shall come fort " (Johnv. 28). The
last clause of verse 16 reads along «ith the first clause of
verse 17: And the dead in Z.rlat shall rise first;
thén we which are alive and remain shall be caught
up together with them in the clouds. The apostle’s
argument is that the living believers shall have no advantage
over the dead in Christ, for before the former are caught up
the latter shall tise, and they shall all be caught up together.
There may or there wmay not be®two scparate resurrec-
tions—one for the rightcous and one for the wicked—but
thisp:usx\[ie saysnothing whatever about the matter; though,
when the last clause of the sixteenth verse isimproperly read
out of its connection, it may appear todoso. And 80 we
shall ever be with the Lord : The anticipation of that
fact is the belicver’s greatest joy now, as the actual enjoy-
ment of it will crown his happiness then, Many questions
arise in connection with these great events the answers to
which have not been revealed to us because it is not needful
far us to know them ; but enough has been revealed to teach
us how to live for Christ now so that we may meet Him
with joy when He comes, whenever that may be, and be
with Him where He is, wherever that may be. This is the
time for work. Let us wotk like those whe expect the
Master—nay, let us work like those upon whom the Master's
eye is now fixed.

fAround the JHable.

THE LITTLE CAVALIER.

He walks beside his mother,
And looks up in her face ;

He wears a glow of boyish pride
With such a royal grace 1

He \;)roudly waits upon ber ;
Would shield her without fear—

The boy who loves his mother well,
Her little cavalier.

To seeno tears of sorrow
Upon her loving cheek,

To gain her sweet, approving smile,

o hear her softl

Ah ! what in all this wide world
Could be to him so dear ?—

The boy who loves his mother well,
Her little cavalier,

Look for him in the future
Among the good, the true :
All blessings on the ipward way
His little feet pursue.
Of robed and crowned and sceptred kings o
He stands the royal peer—
The boy who loves his mother well,
Her littlc cavalier.

~—George Cooper, sm The Nursery.

CHARLEMAGNE'S TABLE-CLOTH.

IX-LA-CHAPELLE was one of the fa-
vourite resources of Charlemagne.
There were oftenn assembled the lords and
ladies of his court, with his own family, which
consisted of several sons and one beautiful
daughter. He was the most intelligent and
powerful monarch of his time ; his dominions
were more extensive than those of the Roman
Emperors had ever been. It is more than a
thousand years since his death, yet his fame
will endure to the end of time.
In the midst of the splendour of his posi-
tion he was quite simple in his tastes, and
was particularly devoted to literature and
science. Among his most intimate friends
and admirers were men renowned for their
learning.
One day, after a grand entertainment had
taken placc in the palace, the gucsts were
amused to sece a page enter, and, on bended
knee, present to his royal master 2 salver, on
which was carelessly folded a soiled white
table-cloth. Charlemagne, not in the least
surprised, threw it into a firc, evidently pre-
pared for the purpose. All eyes were fixed

on the fabric, which did not smoke nor blaze,
but only assumed a red-hot appearance, A
few moments passed, and the monarch raised
it from the furnace unharmed and whitc as
snow,

“A miracle ! amiracle!” they all exclaimed.

“No, good friends,” answered the king;
“this cloth is woven of a substance which fire
purifies, but caanaot destroy, It was known
to the Greeks, who named it Asbestos, mean.
ing, unchanged by fire; and an Italian writer,
who had lived hundreds of years before our
time, speaks of a cloth made from some
vegetable product which could not be injured
by heat. Another mentioned, with apparent
sincerity, that it was manufactured ‘from the
hair of certain rats that lived in volcanoes.
We read, also, that the marvellous cloth was
used to wrap the dead before placing them on
the funeral pile, that their ashes might be
gathered separate from those of the wood.”

Thus spoke the mighty Emperor for the in-
struction and edification of his guests.

While Charlemagne did not quite partake

of the wild fancies of the Southern nations, it
is not probable that he had a clear idea of
the real structure of this mysterious.substance.
As the time advanced, it was fully under-
stood ; and now that it has become of practi-
cal use, we cannot glance at a newspaper
without seeing the .advertisement, “ Asbestos
Materials.”
Asbestos .is a fibrous. variety of a dark-
coloured rock resembling iron ore; this is
known by the name of hornblende, Pyrox-
ene, another mineral, also assumes this ap-
pearance, but not so often as the former.

Weu cannot understand how one of the
toughest stones can be transformed .into a
substance as soft, flexible and white as floss
silk ; neither can we comprehend how the
sparkling diamond is produced from charcoal.
Yet we must accept these facts and try to
learn all about them.

When tlie hard rock took this beautiful
form, it was called by the Greeks amianthus,
meaning undefiled, in reference to the ease of
cleansing it by fire. This name is now used
to distinguish it from the coarser andsmore
impure varieties known as asbestos, It oc-
curs in narrow seams in the rock, and is occa-
s‘onally found in fibres two-thirds of a yard
long. These have a rich satin lustre, and the
slender filaments can easily be separated one
from the other. A single one, if thrown into
the fire, changes into a drop of enamelled
glass, while a quantity can be heated without
producing any charge,

The silk-like appearance of amianthus gave
to some ing ‘ious ladies the thought of card-
ing, spinnir  and weaving it into cloth of
different de,rces of fineness. Purses, gloves,
caps, handkerchiefs and napkins were made
of it, and sometimes articles were knitted
from the soft, exquisite thread, The inhabi-
tants of the Pyrenegs wore girdles made of

this substance, mingled with silyer, y_i;icl;@ycy
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esteemed not only for their beauty, but for
some mysterious charm which they werc
thought to possess.

When Napoleon went to battle he wore a
shirt made of amianthus, which he easily
cleansed by throwing' it into the fire. In
France and Bohemia firemen's clothes and
gloves for handling hot iron were made from
it. The Russians have also attempted the
manufacture of inccmbustible paper. At one
time it was hoped that an important branch
of industry might be established for the manu-
facture of this delicate: and useful fabric; but
the rarity of amianthus and the difficulty of
carding it into durable thread, in conscyjuence
of its brittleness, have caused them now to be
regarded only as curiosities.

Asbestos, besides being of a coarser texture
than amianthus, differs from it in colour.
The latter is a creamy white, while the forinér
is brown, green and grayish white. It some-
times occurs in thin interlaced sheets between
the cracks and fissures of rocks, and feels
something like kid. It is then known as
mountain leather ; when in thicker masses, it
is called mountain cork, referring to its elas-
ticity. It is also found very hard and com-
pact, and then receives the name of ligniform
asbestos, from its resemblance to petrified
wood.

Asbestos is found in many parts of Europe
and various localities in the United States,
Staten Island, N.Y., especially yielding large
quantities. It is now mined and transported
to factories, where it is assorted, cleaned and
prepared for the various purposes for which it
is used.

It is made into paints of different colours,
which are used to protect surfaces exposed to
heat or water. Steam pipes and boilers are
covered with some preparation of it that pre-
vents the escape of steam; it is also very
valuable as packing in the joints of machinery,
and is extensively used in the manufacturs of
fire-proof roofing and flooring. .

Chemists find it very useful asa medium for
straining acids, which do not affect this sub-
stance,

Asbestos steps aside from its useful career
to surprise us by its appearance in one of the
precious stones. The peculiar floating light
in the gem known as cat-eye is due to fila-
ments of asbestos passing through a green-
ish-gray chalcedony. In the east it is much
worn as an amulet, because it is imagined to
have the power of enriching the wearer.

This is a slight illustration of the manner in
which the apparently useless objects in nature
may become of service and ornament to man.

DOING GOOD.

MMA GRAY, on her way to school,
passed a little boy whose hand was
through the railings of a2 gentleman’s front
garden, trying to pick a flower.
“0O little boy 1" said Emma kindly, “are
you not taking that without leave ?”

“ Nobody sees me,” answered the littlc'
boy.

“ Somcbody sees you from the blue sky,”
answered Emma.  “God says we must not
take what does not belong to us without
leave ; and you will grieve Him if you dei
so.”

“ Shall I?” said he ; “then I won't”

He drew back his hand and went aw:ly.’
One way of doing good is to prevent others
from doing wrong.

CHRIST PLEADING WITII THE SOUL.

«Hohold, X stand at the door and knock."—Rov 11 20,

**Lo! I am waiting, waiting,
And pationt evermore;
I knock, and still I suppliant stand
Before thy fast.closed door;
Kunocking with a wounded hand,
Hauds wounded by thy sin.
Child of My unchanging love,
Fain would I enter in.”

**No room, no room have I for Thoe,

My soul is full of care:

A we:? life of toil and strifo
1s mine—no rest, no prayer,

There {8 no silenco in my heart;
Amid its strife and din

1 could not hear Thy gontle voice,
Thou canst not enter in,”

40O weary one! dost thou not know

The soul that harbours Me

Hath rest in toil and peace in strife,
From care not wholly {ree ?

It still can feel the burden light,
And washed from guilt and sin,

The heart hath joy. Child of My love,
Wilt thon not let Mo in?"

I will, and will not : doubts and fcars

Are strugglivg in my heart;

I cannot bid Thee welcome yet,
I will not say depart,

The shades of night are deepening round,
Bat darker yet within

My sinfal soul. All fair and pure,
How canst Thou enter in 2"

O doubting heart § Iam *tho Light,’

‘Where'er I enter in,

My presence makes it ere and bright,
Though red as blood thy sin;

Though stain’d with deepest guilt thy soul,
Pure as the drifted snow

My blood caxt wash it. Child of My lovo,
Thou wilt not let Me go?"

A HAPPY SEASON,

N intelligent, pious teacher, is a great bless-
ing. Young people and children so favor-
ed, should resolve to make the best of their
special advantages, and improve them, ere they
pass away. Study the lesson at home, and,
provided there are many points in which you
fecl interested, but which have not been
brought out by your teacher, call attention
thereto. Your teacher will be pleased and
greatly encouraged, and the class will be
benefited by the answers to your questions.
Every scholar should strive to make the school
session a good, happy season. The following
will be & great help:

1. Be sure you are in your place before the
exercises commence.

2. Heartily join in the singing exercises, and
conduct yourself with all serivusness during
prayer.

3. Be ready to recite your verses correctly.

4. During the time allowed for the study
of the lesson. show constant attention, and

promptly answer any questions proposed.

5. By your example, teach others the good
and the right way.

Thus doing, you will show that you appre-
ciate the kindness of your teacher and the
officers of the school, and you will also have
the testimony of an approving conscience,
without which there can be no real happiness,

WHO WdS HE?
HAT wman was guilty of arrogance and
presumption, and punished in a most
unusual manner ?

2. He complained of a servant of God.

3. He led many into sin and two others per-
ished with him.

4. They came suddenly to their end; but
neither by tirve, flood, nor the sword, nor by
famine nor pestilence. They were neither
hung nor shot. How did they die ?

5. His children were spared, but most of his
confederates punished, though in a way differ-
ent from himself,

6. His fate is cited as o warning, in the New
Testament.

7. A whole chapter is given to this nar-
ration.

A BEAUTIFUL answer was once given by a
little girl in one of the London Homes for
the Destitute. The question was asked, why
Jesus is called an “unspeukable gift.” There
was silence for awhile, and then, with trem-
bling voice, this dear child s.id, “ Because He
is so precious that no one can teoll all His
preciousness,”

A GFNTLEMAN visited an unhappy man in jail
awaiting his trial.  “Sir,” said the prisoner,
“I had a good cducation. My street cduca-
tion ruined me. 1 used to slip out of the
house and go off’ with the boys in the street.
In the street I learned to lounge; in the street
I learned to swear; in the street I learned to
smoke; in the stréet I learned to gamble; in
the street I learned to pilfer and to do all evil,
O, sir, it is in the street that the devil lurks
to work the ruin of the young.”

A LITTLE boy, the son of an artisan, who re-
sides in one of the villages in the neighbour-
hood of Halifax, was one day amusing himself
with bowling a round stonc—a very common
mode of amusement among the juveniles in
that locality—when it chanced to strike
against the edge of a slightly clevated Hlag in
front of some cottage, bounded against a win-
dow and broke a pane of glass. The tenant,
a labouring man, who happened to be then in
the house, immediately ran ont, and secing no
one near but the boy, asked him who had
broken the window. “I did,” answered the
little fellow, “and I will pay for it,” and then
he told how it happenced. The man was, for a
short time, speechless with astonishinent at
the fearless honesty of the boy, and recovering
himself, he said, “but you shall not pay for
the window, fo, as you have neither run away

nor told me a lic to save yourself, T will pay
one half of the expenses;” and so he did.

Buys, always be truthful.
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J. CHARTERS,
GROCER & PROVISION DEALER.

FLOUR AND FEFD FRUITS AND VEGETA
BLES always on hand. Importer Crovee & Black-
well's jame, Jeilies, and Potted Meats.

OYSTERS IN SEASON,
967 S 4Oy Yonge M, G f Howd, Tosonte

THE UPPER CANADA
TRACT SOCIETY

offers for sale at 1ts Deposstory a large and well as.
sorted stk of

RELIGIOUS LITERATURE,

suitable for Minsstenal, Congregational, and Sunday
School Libranes  Special discounts given from
catalogue prces.  Catalognes furmshed free on ap-
plication,

‘The Society also supplics all the best

SUNDAY SCHOOLPERIODICALS,

[

whether for Teachers or S holare.  Hinstrated Peri
odicale for Children supplied 10 quantities at the
towest subscaipition rates  Price bists sent feee.

JOHN YOUNG,
Depontory 102 Youge Street.
Teronto, Oct., 1878,

Third Series now Publisiwd. _

1t is ufficient to «ay of this book that itislike its
predecessors - i s l'ull} cqual to them, and that is ao
small ment.” 8.8 Trmes.

GOSPEL HYMNS
AND
SACRED SONGS.
Canadian Copyright Kdttson.
FIRST SERIES.

Mutic and Words, Tinted Lovers 30 Centa,
do do Joands .. as do
Wonle only, Tinted Cavers s o
4o do Lloth 7 do

GOSPEL HYMNS, No. 2.

Musicand words, 1nted Covers .. 30Cents
do do Boards .. . 35 do
Words only, ‘Tinted Covers s do
do Cloth .. . 7 do

GOSPEL HYMNS, No. 3.

Music and Words, Tinted Covers 30 Cents.

do do  Boards .. .35 do
Wards only, Tinted Covers .. s do

do Cloth .. . 7 do
GOSPEL HYMNS, Nos.1 &2inone

Book, . ]

Meaaic and Words, Poards  °av s Coute, {~ -
\V::ﬁ‘(‘)nly. %«%’ . . 124 do

NOSPEL HYMNS, Nos. 1, 2& 3.
CONPLETE 1N ONR 1WOK.
Maceand Wonds, Cloth ..
Words Only, Cloth .. .
core, CLARK & Co.,
¢7 Front Street East, Toronto.

Wilson

$1ro0
o2

Wheeler &

APW ATKRAIGHT NIy IR -

Silent Sewing Machines.

o ,’.-‘ o
THE MONARCH OF ALL.

They are’superior to all othersin
Ease of Operation,
Strength and Beauty of Stiteh,
Range of Work,
Perfection of Construction,
hnd Elegance of F.nush,
A Llrese,
Wae der o Vi'son Manufacturing Co.,

s Kinu >7. West, Toxonro,

C. PAGE & SONS,

IMPORTERS OF

STAPLE & FANCY DRY GOODS,

MANUFACTURERS OF

Ladies’ and Misses’ Underelothing, Baby Linen,
AND JUVENILE CLOTHING

IN ALL BRANCHES,

A Catalogue of I.’(ul:'t.t’ Underclothing, Wedding Trousseanx, elc., ele., will be
sent on agplication.

194 & 166 YONGE STREET, TORONTO.

JAMES THOMSON & SON.
ENGLISH, PRB%(';;;:I;S;?\'!ERICAN

WALL PAPERS AND DECOR.4TIONS,

Dadocs, Borcers, Window Blinde  Stock large  Carefully sclected, rices low! Orders for Paint-
ing, Glazing, Paperhanging, Tinting, etc., promptly attended to. Experienced Worknien, Estimates
given. Sece our stock of Stationery, Papeteries, etc., before purchasiry elsewhere,

& Notethe address, 364 Yonge St, Torouto, between Elm and Walton St«., Westside. $.0.Bo 18g

ESTABLISHED 1874.

NORMAN'S ELECTRIC BELT INSTITUTION,
4 QUEEN STREET EAST, TORONTO,

‘These Electnic appliauces are made under my own personal supervision, 1 therefore confidently re.
vommend them to the aflicted asthe safest and most durable and beneficial niaplianm\ of the kind =.¥ the
country as a curative agent for

LAME BACK. ASTHMA, LIVER COMPLAINT, RHEUMATISM, NERVOUSNESS,
VARICOSE VEINS, BRONCHITIS, DEBILITY, NEURALGIA, CONSTIPATION,
and GOUT. They have no equal  Circular with testimonials free. No charge for consultation.

A. NORMAN, MANUFACTURER.
EKlctric and Sulphur Baths always ready on the »remises.

COoPY

Of Official Report ol Award to Dostnion OxkGan Cosrany, Bowmanrille, for Organs exhibited at the
Centenrial Exhibition, Philadelphia, 1876,

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION., M)

PHILADELPHIA, 1876,

The United States 5‘d d 1 Com rd $i hras cx i d l?); teport of the Judges, and accepted the
%, AN ecrecd an awa mn con: nrnn(yl erewith,
followlog reason PatapzLesra, December sth, 1876,

REPORT ON AWARDS.
Name and address of Exhibitor, DoMiNiON OrGAN Co,,
Bowmanville, Canada,
i nined ‘rein ‘deicribed, res
The e, g e e e A, roc e Borery mommends the same to
« Because they have produced in their instruments a pure and satiafying
tone, by their method of voicing, and have a simplc and efficient stop-action,
with satisfying musical combinations, an elastic touch, ang good general

workmanship.”” .

Product, RRED ORCANS,

H. K. OLIVER, Signature of the Indge.
APPROVAL OF GROUP JUDGES. 4 ] 4
WiLtiam TroMyson, E. Lxvassaur, Jauxks C. Warson, Ev. Favee {Parrar
Josxra flxaky, Gro F. Bxistow, J. E. HuuGawn, P. F. Kurxa, F. A, P. Baxnarn
A true copy of the Reennd.  FRANCIS A. WALKER, Chief of the Burcan of Awanis,
———— Given by authority of the United States Centennial mission,
{sear }
e

1. Gosuoxrn, DirectorGenerad.
J. L. Caxrnrry, Secrstary. J. R. Hawvrev, Presidens,

The Company were awarded 2 Medal and Diploma, at the Sydney Exhibition, Australia, 1877 Gold
Medal at the Provincial Eahitation, ‘Torouto, 1878 : the highest award cver given for Reed Organs,
1amze reduction made to Ministers and Chure Send for a price list to Henry O'Hara, Special Agent
DoMintox Orcan Co., Bowmanville,  Also, General Agem for the Dradbury Piano, of New York.
Noted for finish, sweet tones, and singing qualities.  Selected for the Executive Maniion, Washington,
Ly both Mrs. Grant and M. Hayes, who with othen bear_the highest tesumony, to their mmnority
Send for illustrated price list to . HENRY O'HARA, General Agests Boy e,

J Scuinpmavkx,

THE ONTARIO

WEDDING CAKE MANUFACTORY

VPPN

<>

First Extra Prises at London,1877,8& Toronte, 188
WEDDING AND CHRISTENING CAKK
ORNAMENTS.

The largest stock in the Dominion of Cossacques ¢
all kinds, including French, English and Getman
Costumes, Cracker and We(idmg Cossaques, Maca-
roon and Merrinque Pyramids, Chantilly, and all
kinds of Fancy Spun Sugar Baskets, Omamentes
ellies {n all styles, Craame of all kinds, Chatlotte
usse, Trifles, Salads, Soups, Oyxter Patties, Ice
fce Puddings, Fruit Ices, and all kinca of Cakn‘t:‘
Confectionery. Lunches, Surpcu. Evening Partles,
and Wedding Breakfasts supplied with every minutiee:

Silver and_Cutlery for hire. No charge for Trifle,
Salad or Jelly Dishes when :ugplied. Wedding
Cakes of superior quality and finish shi to any
part of Canada, anu satisfaction guarant Address

all orders,
HARRY WEBRS,
‘Bglvonge Street (Opp. the Fire Hall) Torento,

366,432

GENUINE SINGER
SEWING
MACHINES

SOLD LAST YEAR, ABOU?

310,000

MORE THAN WAS SOLD OF ANY
OTHER MACHINE.

BEWARE OF IMITATION;

See Drass Trade Maik on Arm of Machine, and the
Singer Manufacturing Co's. Stamp on top.

None Others are Ge:mz'ne.
Oftices Everywhere.

Toronto Office, 66 King St. West.
R. C. HICKOK, Manager.

ESTABLISHED 1842

Dominion Wedﬁﬁ_g Cake House,
T. WEBB, Proprietor.,

Ree tved Highest Awards at Provincial Ex-
h!n?ion. 187&, T

Belde's Cakes of unequalied quality and finish con-
stantly on hand and securely packed and shipped by
33 C.O.D. to any Express Office.

1 orders for every n%uime for WEDDING
BREAKFASTS carefully fillec under personalsuper-
vision-~City or country.

Afull supply of

WEDDING AND SUPPER PARTY COSAQUES
alwayy kept in stock,

CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED.
NOTR THE ADDRESY, . ;

. T. WEBB, '
392 & 304 YONGE ST., TORONTO.

BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY

Bells of Pure Coppar and Tin for C
"3eh




