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SmonrER OaTECHISM—Quest. 103~ What do we pray for in_ the third
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-

Ps, 83:10-22

. Tugspay. | Wroxpspav. | Trumsvar. | Famar. | SAtoRoav.

Ex. 20840 !Ex’f U5 | Ex. 2:1826 |Heb. 11:23-27| Acts.7:17-22 | Acts 7123:¢

 THE PARENTAGE OF MOSES.

In the Notes and Exjé‘lamzt‘z"om we have followed. the usual view, but give here the argu-
mept of Prof. Green.  ItiS found-in the Swunday School Times, April 23rd, 1887. It wonld
bz a relief not to be.compelled to.hold that Amram matried his aunt. .

Andthere went @A ™an of the House of Levii~The name of Moses’ father is not |
mentioned in this place. He is simply spoken of indefinitely asone of the descendants of-
Levl, "Moses’ genealogy is given more fully in Exodus 6: 16.20. The line of descent-as
there stated is Levi, Kohdth, Amram, Moses. From.this it has béen inferred that Amram
and his wife Jochebed were-the immediate“parents of Mosés. And this has been supposed’
ro-be corroborated by the prediction made to Abraham (Gen. 15: 16):that his seed should be -
4 stranger in a land not theirs, butin-the folrth genetation-they-should return to Canaap.
If Moses was Amram’s own son, he would be the fourth from Jacob. Plausible as this -
seems, itis nevertheless an error, as can be readily shown. 1. The abode in Egypt(Exed.
12: 4%)was.four hundred-and thirty years, with which Pauls statement (GaL 3: 17) is not
inconsistent. Kohath (Gen. 46: 11)-was born before the descent info Egypt, andlived one .
hundred and-thirty-three years. His son Amram lived a hundred and thirty-seven years
(Exod. 6: 18, 20.) Moseswas eighty years old(Exod. 7: 7) when he came fo Pharach to
demand that he should let the children of Israel.go. Now’, upon the most supreme suppo-
sition that Kohath was less than.a year old when-taken down to Egypt, and-that his.son and
that of Amram were born in the véy last year of-their respective fathers’ lives, there will -
still be eighty years.unaccounted for between Amram’s-death and Moses’ birth, 2. From ,
Amram and his three brothers were descended four Levitical families.or subdivisions of the
uibe of Levi, which together numbered, in-the time of Moses, 8,600 males (Num. 3: 27,
28)," and, it may be presumed, an equal number of females. Now, if Moses was Amram’s
own son, he fnust have had 4,300 brothers and sisters, —supposing the familigs to be alike in,
size,—and 12,000 cousins. 3. It appears from 1 Chronicles 7:\22-27 that Joshua, the
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- ini the very last year-of her father’s life, there-must still have been an mterval between her

- - mother wasa daughter. of Levi, as the'woman whoin Jesus-healed.of her mﬁnixity (dake 132
" 16) was a daughter of Abriham. And the definiteness of the expression-in the origina)

. - to reduce their numbers The mére they weio ‘oppressed, the more they maltipliedand
} g:;w. Pharaoh then issued: the edict which has made his themory infamaus. He com-

- an inbudian decree defeated itself Few could: be found' who would exeonte it. - Doght-

- names, Thus.in
"oth, whereas-it appears from 1 Chronicles 6. 7-10, where the :ame genealogy is given more

- thatshe ““bare” Aaron-and Moses-and Miriam. But so the hst of *the-sons-of Leah, which
 she bore unto Jacob” (Gen. 46: 15), includes children, grandchildren, and great-grandchil-
- drepd In Matthew 1: 8, it is said that “‘Joram begat Ozias [Uzziah],” who was His.great.
- great-grandson ; and-Noah's grandson ‘Canaan '‘begat” (Gen. 10: 1 5-18)-all the Canaanitish
" tribes, Iti{evid_eﬂt’that,inaihe’language of the Scripture genealogies, the words “bare”

the writer had-in mind. .

younger contemporary, of Moses,—probably about fartg{ years his junior (Josh” 14:17,) was
the ninth or tenth in descent from Ephraim, and the eleventh or twelfth from Jacob ; 56 that
Moses certainly could not have been fourth.  Aaron’s wife, a sister of Nahshon (Exbd. 6.
.;.3,) ‘was al least sixth in descent from Jagob{Gcen. 46: 12; Ruth +, 18-20} ; and the pedi-
yree of other contemporaries of Moses contain as many links, or even more,  This makes it
plain that *a generation” (Gen. 15: 16 ; comp. v. 13) is-reckoned at a hundred years, Four
gencrations mean as many centuries, whatever may be the number of links in any given line
of descent.  The-genealogies of Scriptare are very commonly condensed by the omission of

%zra 7: 3, Acariab is,.in-a continuous genealogy, called.the-son of Merai-

at length, that he was a descendant in the seveiith genemation. Moses was the son of
Amram as Jesus wos the son of David, and, Dand the'son of Abraham {Matt. &: 1); and
Uzziel (Lev. 10: 4) was Aaron’s uncle, -because.he was the -brother-of his andestor Amram,
Asin-defining a person’s residence, it-would be estecmed sufficient to hame the township,
county, and state in which it was-to.be found, it was reckoned -enough, in tracing Mosest
descent, to'name the tribe (Levi), the-principal division: (Kohath), and the subdivision or -
tribat family (Amram). Of his-immediate father, all that-is said'that he was *‘a man.of the
house.of Levi.” Tt does not follow from this thaf he was unknown to the: wnter, any mote
1h§i1;)i'.zan bginferred’frqm Judges 6: 15that Gideon did-not. know the name of his otn
father, om Deuteronomy 26: 5. that the writer-did-not-know the.name of the ancestor of
the Israelitlsh nation. —And took to wife a.daughter of Levi:—The strict rendering is
“the daughter of Levi,” which, faken in connection-with Exodus-6; 20 and Numbers 26; 59,
has16d to-the conclusion. that ouses’ mother must have beén Jochebed, Lew’s own-daughter,
Baut this is, if anything, even moré-impossible than that Amram should have been Moses’
own.father. Levi lived‘to-the ‘age-of a hundred and-thirty-seven years. ‘He must have been

at leastforty-three years old’ when his fathér removed-to Egypt. Now, 1f Jochebed was born

Birth and that of Moses amounting to two-hundred and fifty-six years. It is, indeed, soid

and “‘begatX are used, not-only of immediate parentage, -but of ancestry 1n-general, Moses®

Hebrew, “‘the daughter. of Lévi,” s'imply;dénotes ‘that:she'was that pdrticular Levitess whom

-

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS, ‘

INTrupUCTORY —The pitiless oppression ¢, which-the Hebrews were subjected failed

nded that all the male infaats shonld be st into the river as soon as born. Such

less it soon.becaine.a dead-letter  But while it was in its first force Moses was born.
Our lessontells us how his life-was saved, R

. Lessod Pray. I A Loving Mother vs. 1-¢ II A Ganule Princess.  vs, 5-10.

I, A Loving MothEr. 1 A man.—Amrain, the son of Kohath, the son 0;_ Levi,
fch. 6: 19, 20) A.daughter of Levie-rather, sk daughter,” an only daughter, or the
only one-unmarried or living. Her name was Jochebed, which means *“Whese, glory is

Jehovah.” Fiom ch. 6: 20.and' Num. 26: 59-she seems to-have been Amram’s aunt. The
lapguage is too definite-to permit us to.understand *‘daughter” in the sense of *‘descendant,”
The lawin Lev. i8: 12 was intended to correct such mproper marriages. Doubtless the
woral looseness of the Egyptians, who married their-own sisters, would dull the Hebrew
sense of propriety and render the minute injunctions of the Levitical marriage Jaw necessary. Ji
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--It is worth nothing hére as an evidence of the *‘divine legation of Moses.” that he would
not likely have promulgated a ldw which condemned his own father and mother unless he

. had been divinely instrucged to doso. 2. A goodly child-—Acts 7: 20, **exceeding fair,”
marg. “‘fair to God,” Heb. 11: 23; “'a proper child,” R. V. “goodly,” this sense of the word
“‘propec’” is now obsolete.  His beanty stimulated the mother’s yearning to save him, and
embolde.'ed her to brave Pharaoh’s anger in the attempt (Heb, 112 23). The tyuth of the
Bible narrative is shewn in the absence of any wonderful portents in connection with the
birth of Moscs «wuch as are found in the legends of other nations r ding their national .
heraes. 3. Ark—The same word is-used-of Noab’sark. A box or basket. Bulrushes
Papyrus reeds, These had triangular stems-about as thick as g.finger and as high as.o man,
They were used-for a-gréit var.ety of purposes. ‘Writiog material was'made from the pith,
hence our-word “‘paper.” The plant is-now extinct in Egypt, but found in Nubia and Syria.
Slime ahd pitch —Nile mud plastered over with bitumen, rendering it watertight. Some
understand the -word to mean_asphalt mixed with tar,.such as is-used for this purpose stilk
Flags—a smaller species of papyrus. It is also.the general name for'sea or river weeds,.
‘The-abundance-of these-in the Red sea.gafe it its Hebrew name, **Sea-of Weeds,” . By:the -
rivér-bank—She laid it on the bank wheré it would appear to have been drifted shy  the
‘current and arrested by the reedy thicket. The spot 1s traditionally said.to hgve been'the*

- isle of Rodah, near Cairo (Jamieson). Cairo occupies the site of ancient emphis. 4.
His sister—MMiriam (ch. 15: 20). In verse 8 she-is called by a-name whichsignifies a mar-
tiageable girl (almah), antl therelore she must have been-aver 12 years of age. Miriam-is
the same name-as Mary. To-wit—toknow, or perceive, Not used in this.sensefiow; - -

IL A GENTLE PrINCEss. 6. The daughter of Pharaoh—The daughter of Séti I
was Nefer-ari, the sister, and afterwards the much-beloved consort of Rameses IT.  She
afterwards.adopted:the name Mer-en-Mut, hence.her designation among-the Greeks:as Met-
ris or Thermutis. (See an article on *‘Pharaoh.and ‘his Daughtér” by Miss Edwards, in the
Century Magazine for May, 1887.) **The plan which (Jochebed) devised was the following.

- She knew the place where the daughter of the seigning Pharaoh was accustomed from time
- to time to-come down-to the-bank of the sacred streamand bathe-herselfin its waters. She
knew pexhaéat::a character and-circumstances of‘the princess, who, according to Artapanus -

——

arid Philo, wi married, childless, and extremely desirous of having children. She would
place her child®in this princess’ way, in such.a manner as would naturally excite her compas-
-sion; and ‘would trust that the compassion so aroused mught lead her to-extend her protection
over the unfortunate infant” A princess might venture on steps which no one of jnferior
rank would dare to take ;.and might be:able confidently to count onher father’s pardoning
her idiscretion.”  {Rawhnson) To-pathe—Such.a scene is pictired on the monuments.
Bathing in the Niletat certain‘seasons was.an act of worship, similar to that pragtised by the .
.Hindus at the-Ganges. Her maidens~her gifl companions, ladies in waiting. She'saw. -
_—The princess herself found the babe, and so felt a peculiar ownershipin-it. Her maid—
a femaleslave. 8. The babe wept—Lit. ‘‘and, To, a weepin boy'?” Hungry, chilled,
and frightened by his loneliness and ﬂ;erstrangte}acs. She had compassion on him—
““If thete-is:a thing-too strong for man's law, it"is a woman’s heart” (Alford). Thert is a
-vividness about this story that shews the narrator to have been personally-interested in it, * -
+Mases no doubt heard'it.often-from the lips-of the good queen herself, and-confirmed by his -
mother, Perhaps this tonching incident led to the revpcation of the cruel edict which -
~ broughtitabout, The law couldinot have been enforced very stringently, or for mafyyears.
_‘Thereseems'to have been no reason for concealing Aaron’s birth and he was only a few
years older than Moses. ‘One of the Hebfews’"children-—“Com lexion, tint of hair, -
cast of countehance, unusual features in-the attire of in its-drrangement” {Rawlinson), or the
marks:of circumcision, would-testify beyond.doubt to the-dire stress which placed the babe
in so forlorn’a condition. 7. ‘One cannot but admire the. quick-witted gudacity of Miriam™ .
who, seeing the look of compassion, suggested-the adoption of the babe by. its roya] finder.
A queen is but-a womari in such a-case-and- Miridm knew it. 8, 9.. Thechild’s mother

-

eforth she and the child would be safe, protected by the princess., ““The.fond
- mfuthé%as permitted to do that for ,prince!; hife and under royal protection which she
would have given-her hfe-for the privilege of doing for nothing” {Bush), “Did the princess _

Suspect notiag?  Did she not see th®ugh-the drama. that had been-enactedunder her eyes?
Had Miriam seented to her nothing but an-ordinary passer by? Uninterested in the events,
except as a stranger might be interested in what was intrinsically so pathetic? Did:she fail
. to notice;any eagerness in Jocliebed's tones or glances, or anything peculiar in her handling -
of the child when it was put into-her arms, any convulsive cluteh, .or tender pressure, or
Jong, lingering kiss? Surely the mother could-scarcely have contairied herself when she saw .
her child rescued from impending death, reridered safe and-secure-under the patronage of a
-great princess, and once more entrusted to her own loving. care. Thé deep thrill of delight
which must have passed through her maternalheart can scarcely-have failed to paintitselfonher
countenance, even.if it did not find a vent n word or action, in exclzmation of “God be
thanked,” or convulsive embrace, or warm kiss, or tears of joy (Rawlinsen). {0, She
brought him—As soon as he no longer needed the care of 2’ nurse. No doubt he often
visited his reputed nurse, ledrned from her the secret of his birth, and was:taught the faith of .




his fathéps. + He becama her son-—was publicly and legally installed in the high rask

dcstinﬂr him. He was edycated as one of a royal and priestly family (Acts 7: 22). He -

knew innermost secrets dfthe strange mysteties of the Egyptian religion. Moses—

= Josephus says that ““Thermutis imposed this name upon him from what had happened when

* he was put’into the river, for the Egyptians called the water .M, and those who are rescued
from it &5 Tt may also be derived from a Hebrew root meaning “‘drawn cut.”

Y . o - R .
" SUMMARY AND REVIEW. |
. Use yolur imagiriation to amplify the namative and, make réal and vivid the fascinating
story.  Then take-the line of thought you: mean to-follow. ‘We-would suggest that the laad’{

. ing thought be -God's-use of little thipgs to cargy out hig:great plans. Nothing i
our lives is oo snall to-be-of importance to God. The agencies he employs to free his
'peogleargg-,}. S I Cw o T e ey i
1. A humble familf. Do not imagine that because we ;ete not bom 1a a palace that
therefore there is little for-os.to do in.the world, The Sasviour of men was born.in a carpen:
Cter’s cottage. Use fithfully all the advantages Gud has given you and you will.fill the
place he intended forﬁy%u,‘, and when the work-day of ‘life 1s-over, he'w:!l welcome you with

-

“ - “Well donet R o
2. ‘Averyyoung girl. Boys look forward:to taking part 1n-the public affars of life,”

aud despise- their. sisters becatse: their lot is less-noisy and’aminuious. Butinthis *“case, o
litle g®@4, by one speech, changed the ‘history of-the world.”  The loving-thoughtfulness of
 Miriam viot nly é;wd’ her brother, but prescrved the dehverer of her naton. The small
acts of kindness we may do from day/ to day produce greater-results.in‘the end thap th

PR . -

* achievements of a-Caesar or a Napoleon. o - -
_ 8" Asmallact'of kindress. A gentle prisicess was-touched by a baby’s tears, ound
v - the life that was to do so much for'the world-was spared.  Don't ash, God to.gise you.some
great thing to do.  Perhaps you couldn’t do:it. "Ask him to make yon tender-hearted and
unselfish, and-you will be more truly royal'than if you wele as-mughty and-cruel as Pharaoh.
"4 Aw?él{ediking's decree. Pharaoh thought thit he would keep the people in
. bondage forever, but his plans-for doing su wnly made him. the-prutector of the man:who was
" toset-all the slaves Tree. "Every time we do wrong we ate oipusmg’ God, Evil courses
niusi‘,tesu!.tjn~conﬁisién»aﬁd.sqm‘$w. . -

The first quarterly examination in. the Teachers' Department of the scheme of Higher

Religious Instruction-was held-op March 31st. . . = . e Cae

. 'fhefoﬂqwmg Qere;be‘qué;sﬁggsgé}';g@;: o ; R

: 1. State the qualifications, both natural and acyuired, of the 1deal S. S, teacher.
/‘ : 2. \WVhatis meant bya ** Principle-of Education?” State, with reasons, what you
f N ) cggcs}x;de‘r the three most jmportant ‘principles Lo be kept in mind by<he 5. S.
L teacher, | ‘ A CE A

SRS acher . “ = TR
R 1 State what.you know abont the mental'land and processes in the'act of remem-
3! State-thx;ﬁ%vvs.of the Association-of Tdeas and show Ly illustranons how these
L laws-should be utilized in S. S. teaching. . i
7§ You wish to have your pupils commit a chapter, or part-of 3 chapter,-ta memory
e in-the- ew-Tcstamept ; State fully how you would train them:to-do.it. .
6. Give clearly and fully the ‘meaning of Aralysis and Synthesises * In teaching »
- giveii;lesscm both the’ analytic and synthetic methods should be used.”
Select.s given subject and:feach itaéoiqs to-illustrate the above quotation:
f  Theanswers-to these-wiil be found in Morrison’s Hand Hook, chapters iwv, itaken in con-
. nection with the Normal Drills.  Another opportunity will be given fo teachers who wish
to-take-this-course. The last half of the text book will form the subject at the examination
_+ o©n June 30th and-then the whole will be reviewed dunng the last six months. Teachers
who wishta obtain:the:General Assembly’s Dipluma must take the Semor paper. with S. S
Lessons for the year, -along with the two-papers on Morrison's ‘Hand Boo}f If you ha
not a copy of the Syllabus and regulations, send for it, . .
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