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PREFACE.

et R——

"THE variety of natural productions i
North America, both animal and vegetable,

4 and the connexion it formerly had with

this country, give it a peculiar claim to the
notice of British youth ; a consideration that
has induced the author to attempt a general
description of it, in the form of a tour,
adapted to the taste and capacity of young.

readers.

When the difficulty of selecting from such
a fund of materials is considered, she trusts
she shall obtain the same indulgence she has
been favoured with on former occasions.
She considers it a sanction to the work
to acknowledge, that the chief sources of
her information have been derived from.

Jefferson, .




v - PREFACE.

Jefferson, Weld, Rochefoucault, Bartram,
Michaux, Carver, Mackenzie, and Hearn.

" The curious and original information con-
tained in the letter concerning the war with
the Indians; was communicated by an Indian
chief, and will, doubtless, be esteemed a va-

luable addition; as it is completely authentie;

and is conveyed in the expressive language:
of the Indian tribes. -\

.
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 EXCURSIONS

NORTH AMERICA.

1 AFTER Mrs. Middleton had concluded the tout
g of the British Empire, she laid a plan for the com-
48 pletion of her children’s education, adapted to the
- @ situations she intended for them.
: Arthur bad always shown a disposition for an
Wactive life, and a desire for novelty, which in-
‘Selined her to accept the offer of a friend, fo pro-

‘M cure for him a writer’s place in the East Indiess

;i but several circumstances combined at the same
8 time to unsettle his mind, and excite an eagerness

o undertake a voyage to America, much carlier
- than she approved of his abandoning his studies,
Ayor being released from the parental care of Mr.
£ Franklin. In the hours of relaxation, both Ars
& thur and Edwin were indulged with a variety of
thooks, calculated at once to instruct and eater-
tain: amongst these, none delighted Arthur so
B much




2

much as travels, and the description of foreign
countries, which he recad with the greatest avidity,
always placing himself, in idea, in the situation of.
the hero of the tale, and declaring that, as soon as
he sheuld have the dircction of himself, he would
make a voyage round the world. It happened that
Robertson’s History of America, amongst others,
fell into his hands, which, though he was shocked
at the barbarities inflicted on the natives, interested
him extremely, and made him ecarnestly wish to
sce a country, that had been the scene of such
extraordinary exploits; and where the rivers, the
mountains, and forests, are upon a grander scale
than those in Europe. - This work inflamed bim
with curiosity to visit the Indian nations that inha-
bit the interior of that extensive continent: he
longed to see their warriors, and partake with them
the pursuits of the chace. -

“Whilst these wishes engaged his atiention, Mr.
Henry Franklin arrived in England, and having
been unaccustomed to the confinement of domestic
life, and free from all connexions but his brother,
had no inclination to sit down inactively at home.
Soon after his return, a proposal was made to
him by a nobleman of high rank, to explore
North America, with a view to- procure authentic
information concerning the customs of the natives,
as well as those of the European scltlers; the
productions of the soil, the animals, the face of
the country, and in short, every thing that could

contribute
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contribute to a complete description of that wast
portion of the terraqueous globe, ~This was an
undertaking for which he was particularly qualified
by his natural endowments, habits, and acquired
knowledge. Ilis understanding was clear, his
constitution strong, his courage undismayed, his
pursuit of knowledge insatiable, and he was in
" the prime of life. He had read a great deal,
travelled much, and observed accurately what he
bad seen. AVith a mind so enriched, and a disposi-
tion congenial to the task, he was the man pecu-
liarly adapted to his patron’s design. The offér
was no sooner made than accepted ; for how could
he refuse a scheme so agrecable to his taste. Dur-
ing the short time that was nccessary to arrange
his private affairs, he was a frequent visitor at
Mrs. Middleton’s, where the conversation gene-
rally turned upon his voyage, or some circums
stance relative to it. Arthur always listened at-.
l tentively to this subject, would often bring the map,

and reg:xmt him to trace his intended route; his
cyes sparkling with pleasure whilst he mentioned
different objects likely to occur in various parts of
the country. -

His desire to accompany his friend at length be-
came so ardent, that Mrs. Middleton changed her
views for him, and yielded to bis inclination; a
measure in which sbe more easily concurred, from
the high confidence she placed in-the charactey
and conduct of Mr. Franklin. Her consent once

B2 obtained,
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obtdined, Arthur’s joy was excessive; he could
-speak on no other topic buat his journey : slecping
-or waking, his mind was full of the same images,
-and in his dreams he was continually accompanicd
by Indians, or peeple in grotesque habits, pursuing
some wild animal through the pathiess deserts.

- Every preparation being adjusted, and {he vesscl
in which they were to embark rcady to sail, an af-
fecting parting took place between Mrs. Middleton
-and her son, with many injunctions from lier, and
-entrcaties from his sisters and brother to write regu-
larly an account of whatever occurred to him,
‘whether he was situated where his {etters could be
conveyed by mails to England, er not; as an un-
broken chain of events  might thus be pwscrvcd,'
which might be sent {o them in packets, as oppor-
tunity offered. Mr. Henry Franklin madea similar
promise to his brother, and the moment of separation
being arrived, after affectionate embraces on aH
sides, Mr. Henry Franklin conducted his young
charge on board the vesscl, destined to .convey
them across the Atlantic to America.

The confinement of the ship, the want of varicty,
each succeeding day being ncarly like that which
went before if, with the delay of expectation, ren- 3
dered the voyage insufferably tedious to Arthur;

and never were his ears more agrecably struck, %

than with the sailors cry, of “‘land, land,” as
ghe shores of the Delaware were first perceived,

like 3
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Iike a small blue cloud at the edge of the. ho-
rizon. :

As they drew ncarer, the tops of trees became
visible, and resembled small islands; till, by degrees,
the majestic forest was seen: clothing the bllOfCS tw
the brink of the water.

Arthur would gladly have been put on shore,
but the captain dared not infringe a law, (enacted
on account of the dreadful pestilcuce, that raged -
in Philadelphia in 1793, and has so often deso-
lated it since,) that no person shall leave any
ship till it has been examined by the ofticer of
health.

Having surmounted.all delays, they: at length put
their feet on that vast continent, which was not
known in Europe, till 1497, when it was discovered
by Americus Vesputius, and presently entered
_Philadetphia, the ancient capital of the United
States, with emotions of curiosity and interest,
scarcely to be described.

The captain conducted them to a tavern, as all
inns are called in this country, where they refresh-
ed themsclves with repose, change of linen, &c.
A day or two’s experience convinced Mr. Frank-
lin, that as he intended to pass some time in this
city, a more comfortable and settled habitation was
necessary.  The master of the ina recommended
him to a respectable widow, who kept a boarding-
house for strangers, where he was agrecably. sup-

B3 . plied
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plied with apartments, and every other conveni-
ence. ] 4
/Before he extended his views to any other part of
the country, his first care was to see every thing
‘worth notice in Philadeclphia, which he did with the

best directed attention, as will appear by the letters
transmitted to England.

LETTER 1.

Arthur Middleton to his Brother Edwin.

thladelphza.
Dear BROTHER,
MY sisters must consider my le“ers as
addressed to them as well as to you, for I cannot.
repeat the same things three times over; and I must
make each of you participate with me in every
adventure, whether prosperous or unfortunate.

Behold me .at last arrived in this great city,
bitherto the capital of the United States, though the
new city of Washington is to be the metropolis of )
the empire.

The capacious bay at the month of the river
Delaware, on which Philadelphia stands, is bounded
on the north-west by the province of New Jersey,
and that of Delaware on the opposite side. - The
shares,
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shores, both of the bay and the river, are low, and
covered with forests, excep‘t in a few places, where
they arc supplanted by extensive marshes. Nearer
to Philadelphia the shores became more elevated,
and, on the Delaware side especially, are enlivened
with numberless neat farm-houses, towms, and
villages. o
At a distance, the city makes a moble appear-
anee; but the confused heap of wooden store-
houses and wharfs, that jut out into the river,
gave me a mean opinion of it, on our first ap-
proach, which was not improved: by the dirt
and narrowness of Water-street, through which
we passed to our inn. - The mention of the inn
brings to my recollection. my surprise, -at being
_shown into. a room already occupied by all the
oother guests in the house. Mr. Franklin ordered
‘@ private apartment, but noue was {o be had. At
night it was. far more disagreeable, for we were
obliged to.sleep in a chamber furnished with five
or six beds, and filled with people whose faces we
had never seen before. 1 was so fatigued, that I
forgot the whole matter in five minutes; but Mr.
Franklin remonstrated with the master of the house,.
on the impropriety of huddling straagers together-
in that manner; but without any effect, for he had
no idea of such refinement, and said, that it was.
the custom of the country, to which travellers must:
submit.
The- city is built according ta.a.most.beautiful
B4 aud.
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and regular design, with the streets intersecting
each other at right angles, as we are told many
other American towns are. At the point where
the twe principal streets cross cach other, is erccted
a marble rotunda, to receive and distribute the
waters of the Schuylkill, which is raised by ma-
chinery to a level of thirty or forty feet above the
highest ground ia the city, by pipes, as itis in
London. The principal street is one hundred feet
wide, the others vary from eighty to fifty : they are

all paved with pebbles, having path-ways of red 3

brick, with pumps on each of them, at a little
distance from each other, and lamps fixed on the
top of them. Most of the houses are likewise built
with brick, some few of wood; and those most
remarkable for their elegance are ornamented with a
particular species of pale-blue marble, as are many
of the public structures, which are also generally

brick.

The State-house is handsome: the legislative
bedies hold their meetings in it; adjoining to it, are
the congress and city halls. The first was used by
the congress of the United States, before they held
their assemblies at Washington : the senate chamber
is handsomely fitted up, but the apartment designed
for the representatives of the lower house is entirely
plain, and easy of access 1o every one who chuses
to enter it, as the gallery leading te it is open to the
street.

The presidents’s house is constsucted in a -whim-

sical
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‘'sical manner, from the mterference of a’ committee,
which was appointed to superintend the; building.
These wise architects, from the spirit of improve-
ment, reversed the stories; so that the. pilasters
which should have supported the upper apart-
ments, scem to be suspended in the air.

The places of worship are numerous, and of all
kinds; every religion being tolerated i this coun-
try. The church belonging to the Presbyterians is
onc of the handsomest, being decorated with a-
portico, supported by six Corinthian pillars. Bat
the African chuarch, appropriated to the use of the
negrocs, an oppressed race, for whom I feel the
warmest compassion, plecased me the most.- Here
they. reccive instruction from a clergyman of -their:
own colour ; a privilege they scarcely enjoy in any-
other place.

The principal market is very large, neatly ar--
ranged, and well supplied with variety of pro--
visions. - .

‘We have been once or twice to the theatre,-but"
the company in the pit have such a disgusting cus- -
tom of drinking wine or porter, and smoking. to-
bacco, between the acts, -that I have no-inclination
to visit it again. I was better amused. at: the am-
phitheatre, where they . show feats of horseman-
ship; and we have been introduced to several as-
semblies, and concerts : - for-the wealthy merchants
live in an clegant style, and: imitate the manners of
the great cities. in Europe; and as therc are no

B5 titles
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titles of nobility, the ladies love to distinguish them-
selves by the splendour of their dress and equipages.
The young women are generally handsome; but
they lose their tceth much sooner than we do, and
look old very early.

The men.are almost always engaged in busmess,
and show a reserve to strangers; though we have
met with some very agreeable, intelligent, kind-
hearted people: there being a great variety ; for the
city has been supplied with inhabitants from most
-of the nations in Europe, who have left their ows
country with the hopes of making a fortune, and
many succeed in this enterprize very rapidly. Mr.
Franklin says, there are few instances in history of
a city rising, by such a hasty progress, to so great a
height of prosperity, as Philadélphia, We saw an
old man who remembers the time when there
were but three coaches kept in it, and now the
‘streets are filled with them, He asserts, likewise,
that two or three vessels, at most, arrived in a year,
with the manufactures of Great Britain; but at
present, the commerce is so much increased, that
some thousands of ships go out of the port yearly,
to different quarters of the globe; forty or fifty of
which double the southern promontory of Africa,
to exchange the productions of the United States
for the richest commodities of the East, and to
enrich the busy inhabitants of both countries by
commerce. The modes of religion vary as much
as.the origin of the people; but the Quakers are

the
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the most numerous, that having been the profession
of William Penn, the first propriétor, who was fol-
lowed to America by many of his brethren.

My taste for natural history has been highly gra--
tified, not only. at the curious museum, which con--
tains a-complete collection of the animals and mine-
" rals of North America, but likewise in a visit to the
seat of Mr. William Hamilton,at the Woodlands on -
the Schuylkill, near the city, where is a superb cols-
lection of exotic plants.. The late Colonel Hamilton, .
was, 1 believe, a relation of this gentleman’s. He-
bore a great character for talent and conduct, was.
an:active supporter of General Washington, and,.
in the latter part of his life, was eminent as a barrister ;-
but unfortanately fell a sacrifice to the mistaken.
notions of honour, in a.duel with the vice-president,.
Barr.

The coaches and chariots are much the same as-
ours in England ; but I must give you seme &
count of the light waggons and coachees, . which-
are carriages in common use here. 'The body of:
~ the coachee is rather longer than that of.a coach ;.
the front of it is quite open down-to the bottom ;
and the driver sits on a bench, under the roof of
the carriage: within are two seats for the passen--
gers,. who are placed with their faces, towards- the
horses : the roof is supported by props; it is like-
wisc open above the pannels on each side of the
doors, and,. as a defence against bad weather, it is.

- B6- furnished .
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furnished with a leathern cartain, which encloses
‘the open part. The light waggons are very much
like the “coachees, but they are not so elegantly
fitted up, and are large enough to hold a dozen
-people, which makes them convenient for stage
‘carriages. I was not ‘satisfied, you may be cer-
tain, till I had had a ride in each of them.

- The Philadelphians are indebted to Benjamin
-Franklin, for the establishment of the university,
the public library, the hospitals, companies of as-
surance against fire, and the philosophical society.
"This great man was the son of a soap-boiler at Bos-
{ton, and was born in }1706. Having taken a dislike
to his father’s busincss, he was apprenticed to his
brother, who was a printer, and published a news-
paper; which gave young Franklin an opportunity
of displaying his genius and taste for literature,
that excited his brother’s jealousy to so great a de-
gree, that he was obliged to leave him, and under-
went many vicissitudes in attempting to make his
way in the world, by his own abilities and indus-
try, unassisted by a friend, or the fostering hand
of a parent. He was at one time so mueh reduced,
as to wander about the streets of Philadelphia, a
stranger to all around him, without employment,
or knowing where to find any ; eating a dry crust,
and quenching his thirst in the waters of the
Delaware, with only five shillings in his pocket ;
and yet, he rose to be the legislator of -America, .
‘and her ambassador at the court of France, where

he
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he was reverenced as an able negociator, and the
father of his country. ‘
He did not shine only in public life, but even his
hours of leisure were devoted to the good of mankind.
In experimental philosophy he had few equals; the-
greatest discoveries.in electricity, arc the result of his
observations, His example, in temperance, wode-- .
ration, and economy, assisted. by his gazette, and
Poor Richard’s Almanack, is supposed to have had
great ‘influence in promoting the morals of his
-countrymen; and his unostentatious, amiable man-
ners, secured him a numerous circle of friends,
whilst his politics relative to America, raised- him
-many enemies in England, who still execrate his
-memory. -But you and I have nething to do with
political squabbles: virtue is virtue, whether in a

friend or an encmy, and there are noble traits in. Dr.
Franklin’s character, which we must admire, and
-eught to imitate,
* Ever your affectionate v
ARTHUR MIDDLETON.

LETTER




LETTER II.
Henry Franklin ta his Brother.

Philadelphia,
DEAR BROTHER,

A VESSEL being ready to. sail for
England, I gladly embrace the opportunity of
making a few remarks on some subjects that have
excited my attention. ,

Commerce is the universal occupation of the
inhabitants of this city, though: many of the mo-
~ nied men employ their capitals in buying and sell-
ing land, which is here as much an article of
traffic as any other commedity. Philadelphia is-
the grand emporium of the whole province and:
adjoining states, collectitg from them the follow--
ing articles for exportation:: charcoal, pot-ash,
beer, cider, salt meat and fish,. butter,. cheese,.
corn, flour, tallow candles,. linseed,. soap, timber,.
staves, hides, deer and beaver skins,. bark, and.
pigs of iron. The accommodations for commerce
are excellent, the quay being large,. and so con-
veniently constructed, that merchantmen of con--
siderable size can unload their cargoes without
difficulty. There are also several wet and dry
docks for building and repairing ships, besides
pumerous magazines, and stores; (the American
name
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name for wavehouscs;) to which may be added,
the advantage, both to utility and bcauty, by the
introduction of canals, and the situation of the
city between two rivers, the Delaware and the
Schuylkill, which nearly enclose it. It was
founded by the celebrated Williain Penn, in 1682.
He received a grant of lands, on the western side
-of the Delaware, from the crown, since ercctedl
intoa province, called Pennsylvania. The wisdom,
moderation, justice, and humanity of this great
man’s character, were eminently displayed in the
plan of his city, the code of laws for the govern
ment of his province, and his upright and generous
treatment of the Indians from whom he made the
purchase. Their veneration for his memory is so
deeply rooted, and their confidence in his veracily
so unshaken, that, to this day, they are never
perfectly satisfied with any treaty, unless some
Quakers are present ‘at the conference; for, say-
they, the descendants of William Penn will never
suffer us to be deceived. A more noble testimony to
his integrity than the sculptured bust, or marble

monument.
~ There are but few poor, as may be expected in
a country, where every man who enjoys health and
strength, may earn a comfortable subsistence; but
great attention is paid to these few who want it.
The hospital is built in the form of a Roman.H,
and is under excellent regulations ; supplying the
sick and infirm with every necessary-comfort, be- .
' ’ sides
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-sides affording an asylum for lanatics, lying-in
women, and children who are deserled by their
parents. ’

The Bettering House is a kind of workhouse,
where employment and support are provided for the
aged, the destitute, and the friendless.

_ Philadelphia bas tlic honour of giving to man-
“kind an.example of the advantages to be derived
from the wise, humane (reatment of: criminals.
By the new penal laws adopted in.this city, soli-
tary. confinement (on. some few. occasions; for
twenty-one years, but generally.for.a-much shorter
period, proportioned to the nature of the crime,
and the behaviour of the offender,) is the severest
punishment inflicted on any delinquent except a
malicious. murderer, who atones for his crime by
his death.. Nothing can be better contrived for
the design. than. the gaol,, which is a spacious
building,. of common.stone. It is fitted up with
solitary. cells,. each apartment being arched, to
prevent: the communication of fire. Behind the
building are extensive yards, which are sccured
by lofty walls. The awful silence of the place
(for not a. werd is snffered to -be spoken; not a
laugh, or the voice of mirth is to be heard; but
a melancholy solemnity pervades the - whole)
affected the scnsible mind of Arthur deeply; he
squeezed my hand in bis, which I fclt was in-a
cold damp, as we passed through the long ranges
of cells, and shuddered at the sound of eur foot-
steps,
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steps, which echoed through the passages. What
mast these poor wretches feel, said he, shut up
from all converse, some even deprived of light,
with no other object to occupy their thoughts or
" attention, than the reproaches of their own con-
science. 'The punishment, I replied, is terrible
to endure, but the goord of society requires that
offenders should be made an example, to deter
others from injuring their fellow-citizens; and if
their sufferings tend to their reformation, it has
not been inflicted in vain. Upon this the con-
ductor assured us of the -good effects of the rega-
lations observed in this gaol ; and told us, that as
soon as a prisoner is admitted, hc is washed, and
furnished with clean clothes: he is then led to
one of the solitary cells, where he remains secluded
from the sight of every living creature but the
t gaoler, who is forbidden to speak to him without
absolute occasion. If he is refractory, or com~
mitted for an atrocious crime, he is confined in a

k- t dark cell.

The first improvemen -in the condition of 3

@ prisoner, is the permission to do some kind of

work; an indulgence, prized even by the idle,
after they have endured the wearisomeness of soli-
tude and privation of cmployment. On further

i amendment, they are allowed to labour in compa- .

ny, but still without partaking of the pleasures of
t conversatian. Qur countenances assumed a. more
cheerful appearance, when we-saw the variety af

‘ © arts
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arfs carried on by those who have attained the
liberty of working with others, One room is set
apart’ for {ailors, another for shoemakers, a third
for carpenters, &c. and in the yards are stone-
culters, smiths, nailers, and other trades that
require room. This part of the gaol is more like a
manufactory than a prison, and from the decent
behaviour of the prisoners, as. well as the many
instances related of their return to virtue and com-
fort, 1 am led to believe, that this mode of punish-
ment is superior in efficacy to any other ever yet
adopted. The honour of the establishment, pro-
tection, and success of this wise and humane
system, is due to the Quakers. A member of their
body, named Caleb Lownes, proposed the exe
periment ; and such was his perseverance, that he
was neither to be deterred by scoffs nor opposition,
till he had effected it. At length his arguments
prevailed with William Bradford, one of the
Judges, to assist him in this great undertaking;
and by their joint cndeavours and the Divine
blessing, it has altained its present state of per-
fection. W hat trophies are too great to perpetuate
the memory of such citizens!

That sociable hospitality that makes a stranger
feel at home, is not very common here, though we
have received successive invitations to splendid
dinners, where the table was covered with dainties,
and the sideboard plentifully” supphed with the
finest Madem.

After
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- After onc of these handsome entertainments,
where we had been attended by negro slaves, I
observed a cloud upon the brow of my young
friend, for which I could not account till he con-
fessed that the sight of men, who were the pro-
perty of their fellow-creatures, and subject to every
indignity, excited such painful reflections, that he
could not banish them from his mind. I endea-
voured to soothe him, by representing that their
treatment here is genile, compared with that exer-
cised in the southern states, and in the West Indies;
though the efforts that have been made for the
abolition of slavery have improved their condition
every where.

It is indeed to be regretted that men, so ardent
in the love of liberty for themselves as the Ameri-
cans are, should coatinue, in any degree, to tole-
rate the slave-trade. Many amongst them, how-
ever, have used every endeavour (o abolish it,’par-
ticularly Anthony Benezet. He was born at St.
Quintin, in Picardy, in 1712. France, at this
time, suffered from religious persecution; which
drove the parents of Benezet to England, where be
embraced the doctrines of the Quakers. He went
to America in 1736, and seitled at Philadelphia, in
a commercial line of business; but that employ-
ment being unsuitable to his turn of ‘mind, he -
quitted it for the instruction of youth, and under-
took the management of a school, belonging to the
society whose principlés he had adopted. From

that
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4&4 peried, he devoted the cbief part of his life tor -
publi¢ instruction, to the relief of the poor, and
the defence of the unhappy negroes.

Fhe amiable Benezet was warmed with univer-
sal philanthrepy : he felt a brotherly affection for
all men, of all countries, and of all colours. Not
contented with persuasion, he composed many
books, in which he collected authoritics from
Scripture and other writings, to discourage and
condemn the slave-tride and slavery. The first
influence of his works was perceived amongst the
Quakers. Many of them determined te cmanci-
pate their slaves; and the socicty. since has been
very aclive in promoting the abolition. Benezet
knew that instruction was necessary for those:
blacks whose liberty he had procured ; and finding
few willing to undertake a task that prejudice had
rendered contemptible, he determined to devote
his own time to the glorious occupation of en-
lightening the ignorant and neglected, and his little
fortune to the: establishment of a scbool far the
negrocs. The influence of a good examgle is
powerful. Those who had not courage to begin,
cheerfully assisted the work ;. and the school now
enjoys a revenue of two hundred pounds per annum.
This good man died in 1784; honoured by the

tears of the blacks, and the regret of every friend . §

to humanity. John Woolman, also a member of
the same sociely, remarkable for the simplicity of
Lis manners, and his opposition. to the slave-trade,

) ' united




nnited with Benezet and others, in application to
the British- government for the abolition. Their
efforts were incffectual. America, afler gaining
her independence, has listencd, more favourably,
to the cause of humanity. Most of the northern
and middle states have proscribed, for ever, the
importation of slaves; in some others, this prohi-
bition is limited {0 a certain time. Georgia is the
only statc that coatinues, to receive transported
slaves. Rhode Island had ‘a great traffic in slaves,
but has totally prohibited it. The abolition, and
amendment in the condition of the negroes, cer-
tainly advance, thosgh by slow dcgrees; and it is
to be devoutly wished, that in timc these improve-
ments will extend to all parts of the world, where
slavery prevails. It will be interesting to yon, my
dear brother, to know the steps that have procured
these advantages. In 1780, the Gencral Assembly
of Pennsylvania abdlished slavery for ever; com-
pelled the owners of slaves {0 have them regis-
tered ; declared their children free at the age of
twenty-eight; placed them, while under that age,
on the footing of hired servants; and assured to
thém the privilege-of trial by jury.” Bat this was
got sufficient {o secure to them all the inteaded
advantages : by a-second act it was ordained, that
no negro should be sent into a neighbouring state
without his consent; that all vessels and cargoes
employed in the slave trade should be confiscated ;
and that all stealers of megroes should be con-
: demned
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demned to the public works. The little state of
Delaware followed this noble example. New
York has sanctioned nearly the same regulations in
their favour as Pennsylvania. A society, con-
nected with one in London, and others in the
American states, formed for the express purpose of
promoting the abolition, has greatly ameliorated
their condition, in all respects ; especially by afs
fording numbers of them a degree of instruction in
religion, and the useful aris of reading and writ-
ing, which they acquire with as much facility as
white men brought up in the same manner. From
this information we may encourage the hope that
The time approaches when their shackles shall be
removed, and they shall participate with the other
races of mankind, in the common benefits of liberty
and independence: that instead of the treatment
of beasts of burthen, they shall be considered as
rational beings, and co-heirs with us of immortality :
that a conscientious care of educating their chil-
dren in the great duties of Christianity, will pro-
duce a happy change from the vices in which, from
ignorance and a combination of unfavourable cir-
cumstances, they now live, to the practice of reli-
gion and morality, and entitle them to rank on an
equality with their fellow-creatures. Besides these
public‘ acts in favour of the negroes, many indivi-
duals have generously given liberty to their slaves;
amongst others that have fallen under my notiee,
I shall mention the instauce of Messrs. David and

John




23

Jobn Barclay, respectable merchants in London,
who received, as an equivalent for a debt, a planta-
tion in Jamaica, stocked with thirty-two slaves.
They immediately resolved fo set these negroes
free; and that they might effectually enable them
afterwards to proyide for themselves, the surviving
brother, David, sent an agent from England to ma-
nage the business, and convey them to Philadelphia,
having first supplied them with all necessaries;
where, under the fostering hand of his friends in
that city, with the assistance of the Abolition
¥ Socicty, they were apprenticed to mechanic’ trades,
&8 and the children sent to school to be properly in-
structed. This benevolent act was rewarded with
extraordinary success. Except two, these liberated
slaves prospered, and became useful members of the

8 community.

Many of those who are free, gain a great deal of
money; as I conclude, from a ball given among
theins=lves, at which we were present, where,
though all of a sooty black, the company was well

3 dressed, came in coaches, and were regaled with a

good supper and variety of refreshments. There
Hs another species of bondage practised here, that
rouses the indignation of an Englishman. Num-
bers of European labourers and mechanics, in
hopes of making a fortune, emigrate to America ;
and having no money to pay for their passage, or
ettle themselves, on their arrival, in any profitable
employment, consent to be sold, by the captain or
- owner
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wwner of the vessel in which they came, to the
highest bidder, for a certain number of years, the
term being regulated by the value of their labour.
If they understand a trade, they are sold for a
shorter time; but if they can only dig, they must
endure the hardships of their condition for a longer
period, during which they are so much at the dis-
posal of their masters, that:they may sell and re-
sell them at their pleasure. We sawa whole cargo
from England sold a few days ago; and Arthur
was so proveked at the sight of a high-spirited lad
of his own age, driven before his purchaser, that Le
endeavoured to rescue him; and if I had not had
powerful friends, both he and the yeuth must have
gone to prison for the offence.

You well know that the United btates of Amec-
rica were formerly colonies of Great Britain; but
a dispute arising between them and the mether
country, a civil war easued, which. terminated in
the Americans beceming an independent people, in
1783. Since that period, the states have been united
into what is called a federal gevernment, forming
one great nation by the union of the provinces,
which each enjoy a separate jurisdiction, subject
at the same time to the decrees of -a  general con-
gress, composed of represetatives from the different
states, and headed by a presu]ent chosen every four
years.

At the commencement of the independence of

America, the union consisted of thirteen states

" only,
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only, bat three have since been atided ; and as the
interior parts become nvdre cdmutdd, it is likely
the number of states will increast. Believe me, -

with compliments to the Middleton family, your
affectionaie brother,

HENRY FRANKLIN.

LETTER III.

Arthur Middleton to his Mother.

Washington,
Dear Motn ER,

W E made our first excursion from Phila-
delphia, through the states of New Jersey and
Delaware.

The South Mountain, which is onc ridge of the
great Allegany range, crosses New J. ersey, and con-
tains amazing quantities of iron ore. The interior
part of thie country is agrceably varied with small
hills ; but towards the south, near the sea, it is flat
and sandy, with few trees, except shrub oaks, and
the white and yellow pines. Apple orchards are
very frequent ; and produce fine fruit, as I suppose,-
from the excellent cider which we foand in almost
every house where we stopped i the province.

& Trenton




Trenlon.is the.capital of the sfate, from. being.,
the pl,xce where the lcglslap,um and the gourts .of
Justice, hold{{llcu Siflings, It has-a ﬂourg.shm,,
collc"c; ,and ip its  neighbourhoad . -ate, seycral,
"‘enllemen s seafs, ﬁnely situated. on llm banks .of
the Dql?,waiu Burlipgton is another principal
town, extendmg- along the Delaware, which, op-
posite to it, is a mile wide. The chicf streets make
a pleasing appearanee;=fmm-rows of trees being
planted in the fronts of the houses. ‘There are
several other towns, but we saw  nothing very
remarkable in them, ©

The state of Delaware is a peninsula, bounded
on the east by the river that bears its nume, and
the occan the bay of Chesapeak encloses it on
the western side.  To the south, it is a low, flat
country, abounding in forests of piné, . which,
when sawed info planks, forn a profitaple article
of commerce. 'Lhe northern side is mgre fertile,
and produces rich harvests of wheat. Dover, i the:
scat of government; bat Wilmington is the lagggst
and most agrecable town in the state. We rested
there one day, for the purpose of examining some-
of the mills in the neighbourhood, which stand
upon Brandywine River, there -being, yo less than
thirteen, almost close to cach wthes ; samg; af -them
grm(L ﬂour, others saw wood gr stone. ., "The con-
struction of these mills is extremely ingemious,
and so contuvcd that a great wany operations arc
pcrfo_rmed with a very little lubon’;.: -"There is also
' i machinery
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machmcryfor loading and unloading the vessels that
bring goods or convey them from this place. - -

Mr. Franklin having settled the route, we'took a
final leave of Philadelphia, "in a stage waggon, in-
tending first to make the {our of the southern states.
‘I'he country about Philadelphia is well” cultivated,
and abounds with neat country houses ; bat has a’
bare appearance, from the taste of the inhabitants
for cutting down all trees near their dwellings,’
cither for the sake of the wood, or to make way
for the plough. The waat of hedges adds to the
nakedness of the prospect; for the ficlds are di-
vided by a double railing, placed in a zig-zag, so0
that the ends of one tier rest upon those of the
next.  We crossed the Schuylkill by the lowest
of three floating bridges, which are made of large
trees chained together, and placed crosswise in the
water ; upon this raft, beams are put the contrary
way, and it is aftérwards boarded and railed on cach

| side. I felt a little alarmed when I saw the bridge
sink under water by the weight of our waggon ;
hut one of the passenrers smiling at my fear, I
presently fecovered myself.  Our ride fo Chester
Jiy through a pleasant eountry, diversified with
woods and rising grounds; and as we approached
the town we were gratificd by a majestic view of
the river Delaware. The first colenial asscmbly -
having met at this place, ‘is the only distinction it
can hoast. ,\We passed through \Vihhin«ton for,
the second time, and halted at a small town called
C2 Havre,




o5

Havre de Grace, on the banks of the Sasquehannah
river, which takes its source.at a great distanec from
the north, and empties itself into the Chesapeak.
1t is here a mile broad: its high banks, covered
with woods, form a grand and picturesque scemnery,
which is greatly enlivened by the multitudes
of wild-fowl sperting om the water; particularly
the canvass-back duck, so named from the colour
of the feathers between. the wings: this- bire is
considered by the Americans as an exquisitc dainty.
Bcing ferried over the river, we travelled along
a poor ceuniry to Ballimore, rendered still more
disagreeable by the exccrable reads. For milcs,
the driver was obliged to call to us withinside,
to balance the carriage, and prevent it from aver-
setting, by stretching our necks out of the.window,
on whichever side it rosc¢ uppermost. ¢ Now,
gentlemen, to the right; now to the left;” was
continually bawled in our ears. As we were pass-
ing a valley of rich black earth, we sunk to.the
very boxes of the wheels. The poor horses plunge,
and used every effort to set us free from the quag- o
mfre, but all in vain; there we sat, fixed, and I
expected that we should have been swallowed up,

but our coachman found a kind farmer, at a little

distance, who came with his servants to eor assist-

ance, provided with poles and ropes, and delivered

us from the danger. Though Annapolis is the capital

of Marylaud, Baltimore is the lavgest town in the.

proviuce, and the most considerable place of trade
5 in’
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in North America; after Philadclphia and New
York. The streets cross each other at right angles:
the principal one is wide and handsome. Most of
the houses are built of brick, and, being modern,
are well constructed.  On the south side of the
town is a harbour, called the bason, which is capa-
ble of containing two thousand sail of merchantinen;
the shore is lined with wharts and- storehouses.
English, Scotch,. French, and a great many Irish,
are to be found amongst the inhabitants, who are
very sociable among themselves, and hospitable to
strangers. Dancing is a favourite amusement ; the
young people frequently make parties at each other’s
houses, where they merrily dance away the evening.

Roads that would have been deemed impassable
in Eugland, and a country distinguished neither for
fertility nor beauty, brought us (o Washington, the
new federal city, where we are now staying, at the
house of a member of congress, who entertains us
kindly. My hand grows tired ; so yon must forgive
me for adding only that | am your datifal son,

ARTHUR MIDDLETON.

LETTER




LETTER LV.

M. ]I enry Franklin to Edwin Middleton.

7 ﬂs/mlgfon
Dmn Ebwiw,

- THE affection I fccl for you is not
diminished by having crossed the Atlantic; and as
I have an inclination to assure you of iny regard, I
begin a correspondence, without fear of intruding
on the province of your brotlier; since the.country
we are in abounds sufficiently in novelty and varicty,
tosupply ns both with materials for our letters.

I date this from Washington, a city formed upona
vast plan, tlrough yet very far from being completed,
and designed to be the capital of the whole empire,
Before the separation of the Awerican States from
Greal Britain, Philadelphia was the scat of govern-
ment; but the other provinces growing jealous that
Pe nnsylvama should enjoy this privilege, it was
agreed that a federal city, subject to the laws and
regulations of congress alone, should be built in an
independent district, where the congress should
assemble for the purpose of making laws, and mna-
naging the concerns of government.

'The choice of situation was left to General
Washington, at that time president; and the new
city bears his name, as a testimony of the gratitude

3 of
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of his Tciltmacitizchc for his “patriotism 'ilﬁd"\sis’,e
administration.” It whs t'ésmd)lc to fix upon a
spot that sh(mld be cc‘n(mf rcmmcd froih 'ﬁl daﬁ

ger of disturbance from a forcign ¢nemy, in* a
sitnation favourable to commeréé antl health, :mﬂ
'lmnn.:_,vthe means of an ample supply of provi-
sions. ** Theseadvantages ire combinéd in the place
where ‘.Vuslnnf*lbn stands; besides that of an ex-
“tensive commumication, by water, to the most dis-
tant parts of the empire. Take your mapy’ and
trace with me the course’ of the' Yrivers, that )ou
may be ‘able to forf “a’ clear illea ‘of the amamfg
extent of'navtrrauomf‘rom this cnty The Patowmag
Tiver, ion which it'fs’ bailt, " takesits rise on !he
north-west side- of the A‘H’o«rany "Mountains, and

after many wmdmm for four hundred ml!ec, falls
into the Chcsapeak Bhy, ‘The navigation of {his
river, from the: cxty o thie Clumpeak “is sufe ‘Ahd
cisy. ‘Iu‘"its doufse it “reccives several - lhro‘e
streams,“one 6f w hich falls into i€ at \Vashmgfbrf

and is called the I astcm Branch g'ftbe Patowmac.
From the Great Fall of the Patowmat there is a
free mavigation, onc hundred and. ninety miles
above the city, to Fort Cumberland. In an oppo-
site direction, the prodigious extent of commum- '
cation is more asfonishing.” By ascendmcr the
Allegany river, from Pltlsbllr"‘h, as far as I‘rcnch
Creek, you reach Fort le Beeuf, distant from
Presqu isle, a town situated upon Lake Erie,’ on[y
fifteen mlles whence goods may be conveyed by
Ck land




a2

Jand-carriage. Lake Ene is three hundred miles
long, and ninety broad, and communicates with
Lake Huron and Lake Michigan ; the former one
“thousand miles in cnrcumference, the latter not
quite so large.  Many noble rivers fall info these
Jakes, after having watered immense tracts of
couptry in vapious directions, and supplied the
_meaps of. comnnubication to a vast distance. From
Presg,u isle, across Lake Erie to the Falls of Nia-
-gara, where 1 mne miles must be passed over land,
the nav;gatlon of Lake Ontario, and the great river
St. Lawrence, is ogened on one side; and on the
other, .that of Lake Superior,, by a stil shorter
Jand passage,, at, t}le Falls of 8t. Mary. This last
lakc is ﬁftepn hundred miles in circumference, and
is suPphqi by forty rivers. Beyond this, the water
communicglion cxtends to a- prodigious distance,
tb}:opgb lbe L,akL of the Woods.to Lake Winaipeg,
which is still larger ;han that of Lake Superior.
.Compqred with thesc, what are the lakes and
mers of the olld ‘world ?—But how I have wan-
,dered from \rVashm«r(on. It is time to rcturn
to it.

The c11y is laid out on a neck of land enclosed
betwcen ‘the Eastcm Branch and the main stream
of the Patowmao, a territory called Celumbia,
subject to congress only. A& magnificent plan was
drawn by Mounsieur L’Euofant, a Frenchman, and
approved ; but so few par(s of it are yet finished,
and so many frecs remwain growing within the

boundaries,




33

boundaries, that it has more the appearance of a
number of villiges, scattered in a wood, than one
great city. '

According to Monsicur L’Enfant’s plan, it is
intended to be divided into squares, or grand
divisions, by streets running froms north to south,
intersected by others from east to west. Besidcs
these, are very broad ‘streets or avenues, runming
from some of the most important squares and pub-
lic buildings, in an oblique direction, which pro-
duce a variety of fine prospects. These avenucs
are bordered with broad gravel walks, planted with
trees, and are named after the states of the union,
The squares are very numerous, and are designed
for the reception of statues, colamns, or other
memorials of heroes and memorable transactions,

The houses are all to be of brick or stone, though
some wooden ones have been erected for present
use. Near the centre, on an eminence, stands the
Capitol, commanding a complete view of .the city
and adjacent country. It contains spacious apart-
meats for the accommodation of the coangress, and
public offices for the executive department of the
government, with the courts of justice, &c. Near
it is a fine statuc of that great man, Géneral Wash-
ington, on horseback.

The house designed for the president is a-hand-
some stone edifice, in which the principal apart.
mentis of an oval form. Between this building
and the Capitol is erected a large liotel, which is

C5 brick,




brick, ornamented with stone. Two fine nmlls,
intended to be embellished by a variety of elegant
buildings, run from the Capitol to the president’s
house, -till- they meet on the banks of the river,
where théy terminate. Places are marked out for
many more noble, useful public buildings, but few
of themn are begun. Thereis to be a marine hospital,
a general exchange, a city hall, churches, colleges,
market-houses, theatres, public walks and gardens.
T'wo streqims, Reedy Branch and the Tiber, run
througls the city, and will supply the inhabitants
amply with water.

It is impossible to survey the incomplete begin-
nings of this great cily, possessing so many ad-
vantages, without a warm wish, that at some future
period it may arise to that eminence that is adapted
to the head of an extensive empire; and that it may
become the'seat of arts, learning, and virtue. About
a mile from Washington stands George Town, a
place of considerable trade, having a small college
tor catholics. .

* We went by water te Alexandria, another town,
seven miles lower down the river, and had a charm-
ing row thipough a pleasing succession of small hills
and heautiful valleys, intersected with strcams, the
banks of which arc adorned with clumps of trees
ank;plcasure-grounds, -

- Alexandria is one of the most elegant towns in
the United States. It stands on a small plain; the
streets crossieach other; and spacious squares add.

: C to
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{o its bc'm(y, convenfente; whdt hmlllin\ess. "The
houses arc cliéRy bt of Drick, “thd the ’iargc,
commodions §uays are Nined: with lonses and Stotes :
for this fown rivals Washington in trade ; exporting
the produce of the back sc(tkmonts to the \Ves%
Indics, and even to Barope, * 7+ ¢ 0 F r

- Traving wrilten a longcr Yetter- than T mtondéd
I hasten to'conclude, #nd” assure you ih:it I nm
smwnl\ your’s,

"HENRY FRANKLIX.

LFTTI R V
Arthur’ "Izd(lielmz to Ins Brolher qum

L RS . . W a.s/un'flon.
_Dear BroTurr,

1

THE Fulls of ‘the Patowmac, a few
miles from this city,. were too attractive ta be neg-‘ '
Iected. - The smaller falls do not deserve tfie ‘mame
of a’ c’\\‘amct ‘but they cause such an ob§ttutfion
to- mvlr'atron, ‘th&t A ‘carrat; a mile"ﬁﬁd"i"half&ﬁg',
hasBedfi cut'td’ mdyme'meoﬁmfmnc? "Khove
these fatts; 4t a-Pplace #herd' {heriveri¢ donfined
betwéen- thountafns, & pﬂmg'G’m‘e{ Wif ﬁi'med By
a gramd Bridge of-onéiarch; an'Mimdred aridt fitenty
feet iride “Fhe havigation #t the Great’ FaRleli¥
m@ehasﬂy attadal With ‘FHBCRES e TN
s C6 watey
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water rushes down with tremendous impetuosity,
over a ledge of rocks, in several different cataracts,
winding afterwards, with great velocity, along the
bottom of the precipices, whose rocky crags.are
%0 iptermixed with trees as to produce’a beautiful
effect. From want of other materjdls, or because
they .are at hand, the people in the neighbour-
hood build their cottages with fragments of these
rocks.

A gentleman at Alexandria furnished us with
horses, and accompanied us to Mount Vernon, the
seat of the late General Washington ; an object of
curiosity to those who revere his memory. It
stands nine miles from Alexandria, on the banks
of the river; but we were obliged to make a larger
circuit by land, on account of the numerous creeks
that fall into the Patowmac. 'We got into the
midst of a thick wood, where several roads cross
eachr other: unfortunately, we took a wrong one;
_ it began to grow dark; and the weather, which
~ had been sultsy bot in the day, became very cold,
a swdden alteration that is frequent in this climate...
Thuys .unecamfortably situated, we kncw not what
to do, as we dyeaded passing the night in this soli-
tasg. forest. . After. wandesing abouk two or three
haurs, A cspied a. glimmering light through the
toees, This raised our. hopes. We made up to
ity apd found it praceeded from a small farm-house,
where one of the family. wassick: we gained an
sairance, ang). related ows frlon, circmnamT..

: he
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The goed woman took pity on us, and regaled ns
with some salted pork ont of her pantry; she then
crowded her family two or three in a bed, in order
to leave one empty for us, and in the morning sent
a negro with us to conduct uz to Mount Vernon,
which is an eminence, commanding delightful views
both of land and water.

The house is only of wood, painted to resemble
hewn stone; it has a long portico, supported by
eight pillars. The dwelling-house is in the centre,
and the offices are contained in the wings, which
communicate by a covered way with the main build-
ing. In one of the parlours hung a portrait of the
general, said to be 3 striking likeness. A certain
austerity of countenance struck me with awe as
I looked at-it: he was rather tall, had a command-
ing aspect, a fall, broad chest, and strong limbs:
his eyes were large and grey, and his nose long in
proportion to his face.  ¢‘ You do well,” said Mr.
Franklin, observing my attention fixed on the
picture, ¢ to contemplate the features of that true
hero, as every thing is interesting that ténds to
elucidate the character of such a distinguished
persen ; but above all,”” continued he, ‘““study and
imitate his virtues : he was eminent for disintevested-
ness, moderntion, love of liicrty, and real patriotism,
in not only-rescuing his. country from a yoke that
he cansidesed oppressire; but.when be had atigined
the height of powery disdairing to: assume a rank,
that & man, of. lesy principle and - more: ambition

might




-might have-claimed, as thie reward: of his services:
and confenting hinmelf, {ike Ciictaratwsof old, with
a privatc’sfation, “titt- called ngain ‘by his feHow.
citizens to take the -helm of government.  His death
was hotonred with the lamentations of his country-
men, who regarded him as thc f.i(hct of their
common-wealth,

The farmers ane eommon ' people- live in what
are -called {og-houscs; ‘becanse they aré made of
the - bodics of- trees, which are’ renghy squared,
and placed crosswise” one above avother; the eres
vices between: thenr are stopped-with: ¢ty -and the
roofs are covercd with small picees of M!',’x cafléd
shingles, cut in the shape of tles.  Pivo doérs,
which treqaentty supply the place of wmdows, are
made by sawing' away a’ part -of the -triuiks -that
form the body of the house: the-‘chimney, which
is always-placed at one-eénd:df the riof, #'tso nrade
of the trunks of téeass But (he baek-is thade of clay,
to prevent fire from comrixgniZating to the wooden
waill.” 'T'lie doors arc- thg'on wosder*hinges; and
most of them have:ho Iocks, a log of wood‘bcmo- the
uswal fagtelings . - o o

“Tliese simple b'ﬂ»tahons mrike'an. dédd appea“r-
ance, ‘urid: require seither cavpenter; bridklayer; nor
staith 51 fot ithere: is. nb itok oF Nails! ubout: ther.
Two men urestiffigientu o sbupiete’ o vof ‘them
in-fouy ot five days, -sothat i nenyetlier nbed not
be long withoat s house. :The flour-is: faived: &
hittlo above- thes grownd,; :and o vered: withiplanks :
EFARS two
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iwo large beds lodge all the family. In summer, the
children think it no hardship to sleep on the ground;,
wrapped in a blanket; though they have been ac-
customed in winter to sleep on a feather-bed.
Drawers are conveniencies not often scen in these
log-houses: the clothing of the farily is hung
round the room on pegs, or over a long . pole.
Though these buildings are not very clegant, I ¢an
assure you the inside ot a log-house, blazing with
a large wood fire, is a comfortable sight to & weary
traveller on a cold evening

We scarcely pass tun or twelve miles wuhout
sccing a tavern, as they eall inns in this country.
They are all built with wood, and resemble one
another, having a porch in front, the length of the
house, almost covered with handbills; they have
no sign, but take their namefrom the person that
keeps the house, who is often a man of conse-
quence; for the profession of an. innkeoper is far
more tespected in America than in - England.
Ins'cad of supplying their guests as soon as they
arrive, they make every body conform to one hour,
for the different meals; so that you must often go
without your dinner, or delay yonr journey tiil
the innkeeper pleascs to lay -the cloth. The ac-
commodations are very indifferent in many places ;.
at breakfast, you must be contented with bad tea
or coffee, and small slices of ham fried, to which
are sometimes added eggs and a broiled fowl. At
dmner, salt beef and roast fowls is the common fare,

with
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with rom and -water todrink ; and at night you are
regaled with coffee, tea, and ham.  There arc al-
ways several beds in one room, and strangers are
sometimes obliged to sleep together; the sheets are
meostly brown, and seldom changed till they are
dirty, whether few or many people have slept in
them.

In some places we have travelled through woods
for miles together: thcse woods are composed of
oaks, of every species; black walnut trees, used
much by the cabinet-makers; tulip trees; the
Kalmia, with red blossoms; and, in marshy land,
cypresses and cedars abound. 'The appearance of
vines creeping up some of the trees, induced me to
look for grapes ; but I found it was only a poisonous
weed, that caused my hands to blister and swell
very much. Indian corn is frequently cultivated
by the farmers: its tall yellow heads, when nearly
ripe, look beautiful; but I feel more pleasure in the
sight of wheat fields, because tliey remind me of
Old England.

In whatever quarter of the world I am, believe
me always,

Your affectionate brother,

ARTHUR MIDDLETON.

LETTER




LETTER VI.

Arthur Middleton to his Sister Catherine.

Waskingtan.
MY DEAR GIRL,

THOUGH 1 generally address my letters
to Edwin, yet I think the objects we have seen, in
an excursion to Monticello, so pasticularly adapted
to your taste, that you have a claim to'this letter. -

The respect Mr. Franklin had for Mt. Jeffersen,
as a gentleman, 3 man of worth, and a scholar,
induced him to accept bis invitation to spend a
week or two at his house, and see sonse of the
natural curiosities of the mountains which surretwd
it. Mr. Jefforson is thought an able statdsman;
he togk an active part in the revolution, and was
the man who proposed the declaration of the Ameri-
can independence. He was the first ambassader
sent by the United States to the court of France,
and has avowed himself a staunch republican.
But politics are a subject that Mr. Franklin never
discusses in this"ceumiry, as his seutiments differ
from the Americans, and he is neither willing to
giveoffence, nor relinquish his own princii)les. He
esteems Mc. Jefferaon as a philosopher, and admircs
his Notes upon Yirginia, which have established

' his
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his character as a man of sense and a good writer,
_He farms his own esfate, which lics amongst the
“south-west mounlains, a few miles from Charlottes-
ville, near the head waters of Rivanna river.
The house is hailt on a small plain, upon the top |
of a mountain that is not very high, aud is
thought one of the most elegant private habitations
in the United States, A fine library and muscum
extend the cntire breadth of the building, and
open into a large green-house -and aviary. In the
centre is a spacious oclagoii apartment, the depth of
the house, with folding glusydéors at each end, that
lead to a portico. - ‘Gt ‘onk igide!of the ‘motintain
on whidh. it stunds! sré’ fivel rodds; with” walks
cut: through thasin diffovent directionsdon” the
other is the gafden; dndia faxuriant vineyantt fhat
produces. plenty ‘of “five fruit." To complete this
charming residencey. it commands at'orie view a
magnificent . prospect: aver : the ‘Blud-Ridge, for
- acarly.forty ‘miles ; dhd. froms anothét; #he’ loty
country -coverect: with‘:treds.: Tha'higl Gtuation
of Monticello affords an opportuiiity of seeing a
phenomenon that is vety nire’ord kind, though often
scen at'seat 1he sailors eatheiti doming: - It is not
accounied for‘on:any principles of philosophyi; ‘but
it makes distant-objects appeatlapgerthat ﬂu‘y‘ ‘are;
and.changes their form:into many whimsical shapec,
which gives great variety to: the views. -
On goingsabrend: towards san-set, whilst here,
and in other parts of Wirginip; * ‘1 was sométimes
enveloped




enveloped for an instant in a column of warnr air,
that ‘seemed driven towards me by the wind., 1
enquired the cause of it,» but -could get no in-
formation. . Y,

Our visit at this place.was rendered extremely
agrecable, not only by the elegance and hospitality
of our entertainment, bat by several rides in the
‘neighbouring mountains, which abound with- na-

tural wonders.

The principal of these, is the Rock Brl(lme. Oh!
how I wished for you and Louisa, 10 have shared
the plensure and astonishment I felt at beholding it.
Some violént convuision - of nature is supposed
to -have suddenly cleft a mighty mountain asunder,
from top to bottom ; and, by some extraordinary
and unaccountable circumstance, to have formed
this magnificent arch of solid stone across it. Our-
friendly guide, wishing to give us the first im=
pression of the Rock Bridge; in all its glory,. cone
ducted us to the foot of the mountain, wherc: we
had a full view of this sfupendous’arch, which
scems to touch the very skies. The beight of the
bridge to the top of the parapet is two hundred
and thirteen feet, mcasured with a line. At the
bottom it is forty-five-feet wide, and at top nimety
Itis about forty fect thick :- part of this thickness is
formed by a.coat.of earth, which affords gréwth to
many large .trees, principally. cedars :and pines:
After gratifying ourselves some time with " this .
- sublime spcctacle, we ascended the steep ‘crags
by
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by » winding footpath to the top : one side is pro-

tected by a parapet wall, but the other is open ; and

to look dewn from it into the vast abyss would shake

. the courage of the stoutest heart. The road runs in

_the middle, and waggons daily pass it in safety, the
breadth being no less than eighty feet.

The bridge is supported by an abutment of a
solid mass of limestone, which, with the arch,
seems to have been chiseled by the art of man. A
small stream, called Cedar Creek, runs over a bed
of rocks at the bottom, and adds much o the beauty
of the scene. Having taken leave of our kind
friends at Monticello, we -proceeded fifty miles to
the northward, behind the Blue Mountains, to see
a large cavern called Maddison’s Cave. It is in the
middle of a mountain, which is so steep on ene
side, that a pebble might be thrown from its sum-
mit, into the river which washes its base. The
path leading to the cavern is on the opposite side,
and very easy to ascend, till it turns suddenly to
the steep part of the mountain, which is extremely
rugged, and covered with immense rocks and trees
4rom top to bottom. The mouth of the cavern is
guarded by a huge pendaat stone, that made mc
tremble lest it should fall, and either confine me
for ever within the cave, or crush me to atoms
with its weight. Seeing Mr. Franklin enter, 1
overcame my fear, and followed him and the
guide, who lighted us into the dreary mansions with
splinters of pitch pine, which give a brilliant light,

Jbut
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but barn out very fast; however, we were provided
with a lasge bundle of them. The first apartment
is very high, and its floor i8 moist, from the quan-
tity of water that trickles down from the roof. 'L'he
- guide led us through a passage on the left, into an
apartment that I shall call the anti-chamber;
whence we advanced into the seund room, a cavern
that reverberates any sound ina wonderful manner.
I blew a French hora, that the guide had provided,
and we were almost stuaned by the echo. This
chamber is arched at top, and beantifully decorated
with petrifactions. Returning to the anti-chamber,
we followed the guide, through a long, broad pas-
sage, to a pool of clear water, which stopped our
progress on that side. The floor is of a deep sandy
earth, full of saltpetrc; and the walls are of lime-
stone. Not satisfied with what we had seen, we
scrambled down a steep, slippery place, in the side
of the long passage, into another cavern, more
spacious than the rest. The petrifactions formed
by the water trickling from above, hang down from
the roof in the form of elegant drapery ; in some.
places the petrifactions have begun at bottom, and
are shaped like pillars of different heights,- The
floor of this apartmient gradually sloped to a pool of
water, which put an end to our researches. We
returned by the same path we came, meunted our
horses; and pursued .otr way amongst the Bloe
Mountains, which are covered with large trees to
the very summit ; some of them are cragged and
extremely
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cxiremely stony,-others rich and fertite. - Travellers
on Lersehack, armed with pistols or swords, with &
large :blanket folded up under their baddlé; that they -
may ngt want a bed at night,. who Were going to
explose, as they terar:it, (that is, to seavch fo¥ lands
conveniefily situated for a.néw sctflement, in the
western -coundry,) .were the principat 'company we
met upon the road;. except heavy: waggons, covered
with:strong lincn or bear skins, careying ‘the- pro-
duce of Jenesse, Kentticky, and the back: parts of

Virginia, to Alexandria, Bz’xllimore, or Phila-
\

delplia.
. Mr. Franklin contrived to meet the Patowmac

af. the. place whero. that river passes: through the
Blue Ridge.. The approach jtowards the spot is
wild and romantic. . From a very high point of

lad we beheld the Shepandeah, another siver, to
the right, swhich, after baying ranged along the
foot of the moundain an drundred miles, 1o seck a
veat, mects-the Patowmac, which is endeavouring,
from the left, to force a passage also. The moment
they unite, their waters- rush together against the
mountainy rend it asunder, and pass off to the sea’
The, piles of rock above,.and the steep precipice
boneath, : with the roaring of the torsent; form a
sublime contrast with the ttanquil view beyond-it. -

Fromthis plage we.returned directlgdo ‘W ashing-
tow, dclighted with: the remantic objects - we -had

sﬂ), wimh amply rcpmd the trouble of the journey.’
1 have
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MY H ,anlhxn to his Brother.
A S ¢ IR IR AL LA :
S A Nmfo!kﬁ '
nmn,; BROTHER," :

"WE afe continually chan«mw the scene -
from pkwe to ptace.. From Washmglon we bent
our course southward, into the stite of Virginia;-
afier coastingt-along thie Maryland shore of thc’

| Patowimac, as far as'Hoe’s' Ferry. This tract is
flat, sindy, and dreary. * Nothing'is t6 be seen for,
miles fogether bat exfensive plains, that have been’
exhausted: by the eulture of.tobacco, now over-
grown with yeMow kedge, and decasionally shaded’
with' groves of pine and -cedar trdés. ' Miahy of the
houses are: th*ruins; and * e to Be descrted by the’
ighubitatis. " "hé Ferty House Jooked like the’
mansion of mlsery, and is so badly supphied ‘with'- -
provisiens; that we could hardly gct auy thing “to
v cat,




eut, except a few oysters taken out of the river,
but they were very tasteless and indiffevedt. - Ad.
joining to this tavern I saw sevesal huts,, eccupied
by the slaves belgnging to the wmaster. What
a picture of wreichedness they presented! The
poer creatures Jooked &aif starved, were covered
with rags, and .thc children ran about stark naked.
Having crossed the ferry, we entered Virginia,. but
found no great improvement ifi the appearance of
the country. We were put ashore on a small pe-
ninsula, called the Northern Neck, situate between
the Patowmac and the Rappabannock, remarkable
for having given birth to several distinguished
characters in the American war, patticularly Gene
ral Washingten. There is a great inequality in
" the condition of the inhabitants in many parts of
this province. © Sowme possess immense estates,
worked by a great number of slaves; whilst others:
live in a state approaching to indigence. The for-
mer arc generally well educated, and have a taste
for rcading; but the instruction of the middling
classes has been greatly neglected. The Virginians
are remarked for their hospitality and love of plea-
sure. In the houses of the rich I have frequeatly
been entertained with a dinner of delicaciesy. served
on plate, in a room where the windows have stood
in great need of the glazier; so inattentive are they
to the state of their houses, which are often very

much out of repair. ’
Dancing, gammg, bunting, and racing, are their
favourite
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favouritc amusenen's ; but though they are so fond
of horses, they do not ride well.

Tobacco is one of the staple’commoditiés raised
in this part of the country. As soon as all danger
of frost is past, the cultivator chooses a small spot
of ground, upon which prodigious piles of wood
are burnt; in order to destroy the weeds and insects.
The warm ashes are then,dug in with the carth,
and the sced sown.  Bushes are next strewed over
the ground, to preserve the young plant from the
attacks of birds and flies; but it often happens that
a large black fly, of the beetle kind, devours the
shools as soon as they appear, when they are obliged
to be picked-off by hand. When the plams are
of a proper size, they are transplanted into the
fields, and set out on hillocks at a small distance
from each other. In this stage the roots are fre-
| quently devoured by worms, and flies deposit their
cggs-between the leaves and the stem; and were it
not for the continual care of the slaves, who aré
employed in clearing them of their enemics, most
of the plants would be destroyed. When they
have aftained perfection, they are cut down, and
pegs are driven into the stems, by which they are °
hung up to dry, in large houscs built for that
purpose. : '

When. properly cured, the leaves are tied up in
bundles, packed in hogsheads; and sent to the next
shipping town for exportation. W here the roads
are good and dry, it is usual to drive two large’

D pins
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pins of wood into-the ends of the hogshead, which
serve for axles ; to these they fasten a pair of shafts,
forming the bogshead inte a kind of carriage, drawn
by onc or two horses.

By the process I have described, you may see
that a great number of hands must be employed,
and much labour performed, before a poor English-
man can enjoy a pipe of tobacco. Thus are we
indebted to cach ether for the smallest gratifica-
tions; nor can the rfchest or most powerful indi-
vidual boast that he is independent of his fellow
creatures : for our Heavenly Father has bound ,us
all in one chain of matual fellowship and good
offices. ’ ,

The colture of tobacco has of fate gradually
yiclded to that of wheat. The rank of the cultiva-
tor is, in some degree, regulated by the produce |
be raises. Those who grow tobacco and Indian
corn are called planters; and those whose @rops |
are small grain, farmers. We have visited the
chicf towns in this province: nonc of them are
very large. Richmend, the capital, is sitvated on
the northern side of James River, immediately
below the Falls. The lower town extends along. the
bank of the river; bat the houses of those not en-
gaged in trade form the upper town, and stand
upon a hill, which commands a prospect of the
river and its islands, with the extensive valley
through which it flows, and the numerous falls that

break its stream. On the opposite side of the
river
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river the country rises into a gentle emimenée ; and
the little, bat well-bailt town of Manchester, en-
virened by cultivated fielils, which are 6tnamented
by countless numbers of treés, and dotted with
scattered houses, embellishes the sweet, varicgated,
romantic perspective. The Capitol, or Siate-house,
is a vast pile of red brick: even the pillars and
ornaments are of that material. 1t is esteemed one
of the grandest edifices in America; but it is more
to be admired for its magnitude than its elegance.
In the centre is'a circular vestibule, lighted by a
dome, and embellished by a statue of General
Washington, and a bust of La Fayette.

From the southern shore the river is crossed by
a carious bridge, built upon fifteen large flate
bottomed boats, sécured by strong chains and
anchors ; a simple contrivance, that can be easily
replaced, if carried away by the shoals of ice in the
winter, which frequently come down with such
force as would overthrow almost any stone bridge
they could crect. Richmond contaips about five
thousand inhabitants, more than ene third of whom
are slaves.

The falls in the river extend six miles above the
city, and from the rocks that obstruct the passage,
as well as the descent, navigation would be im-
practicable, but for a canal which opens an unin-
terrupted communication to the Blue Mountains;
and in some seasons, beasts, with light burthens,
can proceed still further.

D2 Before
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s .Before the revelution, Williamsburgh -was the

.capital of Virginia ; the removal of the legislative

body to Richmond has reduced this towa to a
.deserted, forlorn condition. .

" The Capitol, which is falling to rains, and the
College of W illiam and Mary, arc relics of its
former consequence. Law, medicine, matural and
moral philosophy, mathematics, and modern lan-
guages, are faught to the students, who are not
numerous. But little trade is carried on at this
place; and the society is thought very genteel. I
paid a visit, myself, to the hospital for lunatics, hut
cannot praisc it for good management.

York is a small town, not very flattering to the
feelings of an- Englishman; as it was here that
Lord Cornwallis surrendered his army to the united
forces of .the Americans, and their allies the French.

A flat, uninteresting country, lies between these
towns and Hampton, a small place situated at the
mouth of James River; across which we were fer-
ried to Norfolk, the only sea-port of consequence
in Virginia. Having ne rival, its tradeto Europe,
the northern states, and the West Indies, is flou-
rishing. The expests chiefly cousist -of tobacco,
flour, and various kinds of lamber. The town is
an irregular, dirty, ill-built group of wooden houses,
chiefly surrounded by unwholesome swamps, from
which ariscs an intolerable stench, that causes
grievous maladies to the inhabitants.  The ycllow
fever tiequently cariics off great numbers ;. and [

' believe
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believe they increase the evil, by the immoderatée:
use of wine and strong liquors by way of pre:
vention. - CT

The day after our arrival being Sunday, we
went to church, aid were hurt at ohserving that
the: negroes are not suffered to mingle with the
whites, but are confined to a particalar place; as
if the universal Father of all distributed" his bless-
ings in proportion to the complexion of his crea-
tures, when we are” expressly told, that ¢“every man:
shall be rewarded aecording to his works.” [ have
since heard that this custorn prevails throughout
Georgia, Carolina, and Virginia. From the ruinous:
state of the churches.in general in:this part of Vir--
ginia, and the negligence of the duties of the sabbath,.
1 am led to suspect that religion has not its due in-
fluence on the people. Many of the churches stand
in the midst of solitary woods, and it does not-appear
that any persons are appointed to attend to-them.
Grave-yards are often private property,- and very
profitable to their owners, in Norfolk.  In different
parts of the country I have observed, near large
plantations, burying grounds for the family, walled
in; an accommodation, when church-yards are
scattered at a great distance from each other.

The tobacco of Virginia is in high repute,
which, in somec degree, may be attributed to the
houses of inspection that are cstablished in every
district where it is cultivated.  The inspectors
examine the quality of each hogshead of tobacco,

D3 and
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and if they approve it, mark it with a hot iron,

before it ean be shipped; which is an effectual re-

straint on any impositien that might otherwise be -
practised, by mixing good .and bad together: My

letter is drawn out to so great a length, that T feax

you will be as tired with reading as I am with

writing; so, without any further addition, I will

say, farewell. ‘

HENRY FRANKLIN.

e e sssaannd

LETTER VIIL,

Arthur Mt‘d’dléton to kis Brother Edwin.

Norfolk.

Dear Epwin,

AS M. Franklio is preparing a packet
for England, I must add my remarks on that part
of Virginia we bave zlready seen.

The houses, in many places, haye an antique
appearance, like the old manor houses in England,
and are built with brick and stone; but most of
the modern oncs are only of wood, and always have
a porch, or pent-house, in the front, which is ofien
carried all round the dwelling, and affords a shady
retreat, in the hcat of the day, from the scorching
rays of the sun, which, in Lright weather, are

: in:ense
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infense at noon; though the atmosphere is as
variable here as in other parts of America, ofterr
changing from hot to cold several times in the saie
day. Inthe centre of gentect houscs there is mostly
a hall or saloon, furnished like a parlour, with
gofas, &c. where the family pass much of their
time, for the sake of enjoying a thorough draught
of air, :

The heat and unwholesomeness of the climate-
give the common people, especially, most sallow
complexions; but few of the women are hand-
some, and the bonnets they wear to shade theme-
selves from the sun, make them appear still plainer
than nature has formed them'= the cau! sits close to.
the back of the head, and the front projects, like an
umbrella, over the face; so that they canuot look at
any thing behind them without turning the whole
body round. The rich are extremely fond of
pleasure, or what my motlier would call dissipa-
tion, such as gaming and horse-racing. Cards and
diee would be a punishment to me ; but the delights
of the chase and the course ‘I like very well: and
were it not for my Mentor, Mr. Franilin, I could
never resist an invitation {o cither. Ie tells me
that | ook only at momentary gratifications, with-
out considering the consequences ; that racing leads
to gambling and bad company, and that hunting
mostly ends in a carousal.

The common people are exiremely fond of an
entertainment called a barbacue,, which is the

D4 meeting
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mecting of a jovial party, often in the woods;—{o
partake of a sturgeon, or a pig roasted whele in the -
open air, on a sort of hurdle, over a slow five.. The
feast is too generally succeeded by plenty of liquor,
and the guests separate, unable to walk home in a
straight line. Drinking is one of their vices, and
runs away with great part of their gains. Asa
couhterbalance to these defects, they are lively
and hospitable, and have humanely adopted a code
of laws, in some respects similar to that of Penn-
sylvania, by which no crime but premeditated
murder is punished with death. Virginia is inter-
sected by numerous rivers and creeks, and in many
parts covered with forests of maples, pines, cedars,
the climbing trumpet-flower tree, the Carolinian
allspice, cornel trees, walnuts, laurels, bay-trecs,
tulip trees, poplars, oaks, sumachs, acacfas, and

‘many others: it produces also a great variety of

fragrant plants and flowering shrubs; and the
groves are inhabited by maltitudes of bxrds, which
sing charmingly, and some of them delight the eye
with their beautiful plumage. The notes of the
mocking bird are the most melodious of any. It is
about the size of a lark, has a loxiv. tail, and the
colour of the body is a deep blue. This bird imi-

'taies the song of every bird he hears, but excels

them all; and so conscious are they of his supe-
riority, that when he begins to follow any particular
bird, he flies away, as if ashamed of his own per<
formance. There are none, llos\ever, but the

mocking
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‘ n;ocking bird, to be compared to our English
songsters. 'The blue bird and the red bird are both
very handsome ; the first is not bigger than a lip-
net, bat its dark bright-blue head, wings, and:
back, when it flies, make a brilliant appearance..
Fhe red bird is of a fine vermilion colour,. with a.
small tuft of feathers on his head. I hnﬁé seen a:
fow humming birds, fluttering about-like butter--
flies, but their colours are not so bright as those
more to the southward. The whip-poomll is a-
bird whose note resembles those words, which he-
utters in the dusk of the evening, in the most plain--
tive manner, and often continues his complaint till-
almost morning. From . birds, which you know
are my favourites, I must desoend:to frogs,. which, .
in the low grounds, make such an.extraordinmary-
noise, that it resembles a whistle ;. whilst some of:
their companions, called bull-frogs, from their:
great size,. croak. so harsh and loud,. you would:
bardly believe the sound came from a frog. We-
were one day. spectators of a scene terrific and ex-:
traordinary to us,.though not very unusual in this-
country.. Some negroes had been ordered.to set:
fire to' large quantities- of- brus/hwood,;. in- different
places, which is a common . practice.. That. day:
was chosen,. because it- was .perfectly. calm; and:
§ the sky serene;. but in.the aflernoon it became:
saltry, and streams.of het air gave tokens of!
an approaching storm: the horizon grew - darks .
ard a dreadful whirlwind arose. .'We dismounted,
: D5. ’ and.




58

and got upon am eminence to observe its progress.
It advanced towards us with great swiftness, car.
rying with it clouds of dust, dry lecaves, and pieces
of roiten.wood ; and in many places it levelled the
fence-rails, and unroofed the sheds for catile.
Alarmed. for eur safety, we made every endeavour
to reach a place of shelter, but in vain; in two
minutes the whirlwind overtook us. The shock
was violent. It was hardly possible to keep our
feet; and we nearly lost our breath. In a very
short space, however, it was past; but a stotmn
of thunder and lightning succeeded, accompanied !
by heavy rain, which drenched us to theskin. As
soon as we could recover oursclves, we looked
round to observe the course of the whirlwind, and
were astonished to see a prodigious column of fire
in a part of the wood, where we afterwards found
that the brushwood bad been lighted. The flames
Yose, in some spots, abave the trees. 'We had now
a new enemy to avoid, as the fire gained upon us
s0 rapidly, that we were afraid of being overtaken,
ia spite of our utmest speed. A general alarm
took place. The negroes from several neighbous-
ing plantations assembled ; and in order to check
its pragress, and prevent one surrounding confla-
gration, set fire to the underwood om all sides
a-head of that already kindled, so as to-meet it, and
by destroying every thing that could serve it for.
food, te ‘extinguish it. 'These new fires were care-
fnlly watched by. a namber of men, with hoes and

rakes,
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rakes, to guard them from spreading, except

towards the great fire, which in time they effectu-

ally’'put-out. Thesight was tremendous and sub-

lime. Rotling clouds of hfack “smoke, between

which appeared volleys of flame ; the crackling of
the trees; the terror of the birds, disturbed from

~ their native haunts, by a danger ‘as terrible as it

was unknown: all announced a convulsion of na--
ture, and made me fancy myself at the mouth of a

" volcano, disgorging its inward fires. Leaving you
- to heighten the picture from yoar own‘imaginatior},

(for it falls far short of the reality,) I conclude, with

. the most tender affection, your’s,

ARTHUR MIDDLETON..

LETTER IX.

Jﬂlz’a; Middleton to his Brother Edwin.

Chanlestown,
DE ArEpwixn,

W.E have not: passed through many great -
‘towns in eur. journey hither;. yet we have found

objects that, from: theu novelty. or curiesity,. have
amused Bs. ‘
The country about Norfolk is extremely flat, and
would be uninteresting, were it not for the width °
and. beautiful windings of Elizabethk "L'ower; the
D6 little
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liitle town of Portsmouth, on the oppasite shore ;
the great number of ships, some at anchor, some at
the wharfs, some repairing, and others building;

which enliven the scene, and render it agreeable.
Dismal Swamp is a vast bog, containing one
hundred and fifty thousand acres. In some parts
the surface is dry, and firm enough to bear a horse;
but in others, a man would sink over head if he
attempted to walk on it. If a trench, only a few
feet deep, is cut in the dridst part, the water gushes
iv/, and fills it up inimediately. The water flows
from the sides in large streams, info the canal
that connects Albenrarle Soundtwithd Norfolk ; its
colour is exactly like brandy, which is attributed
to the roots of the. juniper. trees that grow in tlic
swamp. The whole bog is covered with trees,
which grow to an cnormous size; between them
is a thick wood of cane reeds, long grass, and
brushwood. The moist parts nourish juniper and
cypress trees; and the dry oenes, white and red
oaks, and a variety of -pines. The trees supply a
vast quantity of shingles and staves, which are sent
by the canal to Norfolk, where there is a constant
demand for these articles. The pines yield plenty
sf turpentine, which is obtaincd by cutting a large
sash in the tree, and&tting a trough beneatlrit, to
vatch the liquor that runs from the wound. The
people who live on the borders of the swamp drive
all their cattle into it to feed; but they would lose
them if they were not careful to train them to. come
home
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home every evening. When a fresh herd is turned
out, the farmer sends with them two or three old
milch cows, accustomed to the place, with little
bells fastened round their necks. The cows come
back regularly to be milked, and their new ac-
quaintance follow the sound of the bells; and at
their return are feasted with a handful of salt, which
attaches them to their home. It is said, that in the
recesses of this swampy forest, there are large herds
of caltle, that bhave strayed and are become wild ;
hesides bears, wolves, deer, and other creatures, that
are its native inhabitants; but we did not penctrate
far cnough to see them.

The taverns along the coast betwcen Norfolk
and Charlestown are wretched, and the fare accords
with them. ~ We could often get no bread but that
made of Indian corn, which is very coarse, strong,.
and unpleasant to people who are not accustomed
toit. Iteats best in cakes, because the large loaves
are seldom well baked in the middle. So badly.
were we entertained in some places, that we were
glad to satisfy our hunger witha dish of hominy,.
a mixture of Indian corn and beans, beiled to a solid
sort of pudding, with milk. This is often eaten,.
either hot or cold, with bacon or fresh. meat ;. and
some of the negroes.almost live upon it. .

As we advanced fowards the southern. part of

irginia, we saw grcat numbers of large birds, in
orm and plumage resembling a turkey, called .
urkey buzzards. They feed on putrid carcases,

‘ which




62

which bas induced the inhabitants of Carolina to
prohibit the destroying them, as they think they
are uscful in removing bodies in a state of decay,
that would increase the unhealthiness of the cli-
mate. '

After passing the Dismal Swamp, we entered
North Carolina. On the side next the sca it is a
vast plain, almost covered with forests. It hap-
pened, one night, that we were belated, and lost
our way in one of these trackless wilds, It was not
long before a light, glimmering through the trees,
revived our drooping spirits with the expectation
that a house was not far off; but what was eur sur-
prise and disappointment, on riding up to the spot,
to find that it moved from us, then drew nigh, and
then swifily ook flight into the woods. Whilst
we were considering the cause of this extraordinary
appearance, I perceived the same sort of light in a
bush close to our side, and in a few minutes all the
trees in the forest sparkled with them. Mr. Franklin
presently recollected that this iumination pro-
cceded from the fire fly, a'small insect that swarms.
in summer in the American woods, dispersing their
light in all parts in the night ; though they are sel-
dom seen in the day, because they hide themselves
in rotten wood. I pocketed a few for examination,
and found them of a reddish browa colour. The
light comes from under the wings; and when they
rise in the air, looks like sparks, appearing and

disappearing
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disappearing every moment.” It is a great relicf,
in travelling ‘through those woods, to allay our
thirst with wild strawberries, which grow here
plentifully.  The green fruit on the trees promise
also an abundance of wild plums, grapes, and
blackberries. Vatious kinds of miedicinal plants and
roots are found here, particularly ginseng ; snake-
root; and lion’s heart, which is thought a sovereign
remedy for the bite of a scrpent.  We sometimes
exchange the gloomy forest for the open savannah,
or pasture ground, mostly covered with cane grass,
| resembling the stalks of green corn, and affording
excellent food for cattle, 1 am no coward; but the
pale, sallow, sickly countenances of (he inhabitants,
and the numbers we have found indisposed with
bilious fevers and agues, make me dread a fi{-of
illness.  Nature generally provides a remedy for -
every evil. This country would probably be more
unhealthy than it is, were it not that the trecs in
the low country are loaded with- vast quantities
of a long, spongy kind of moss, which inhales the
3 urwholesome vapours from the stagnant waters,

We have been at Charlestown but a few days,
ard have taken up our abode at a boarding-housr,
where we are supplied with lodging and food: but
we are scldom at home, as we accept all invitations;
our design being to see as much as possible of the
people, as well as the country. Having an en-
gagement to dinner, and scarcely time to prepare

‘ for
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for it, I must close my letter, with most affection-
ate remembrance to all my friends in Old Eng-
land. Adicu.

ARTHUR MIDDLETON.
/

o
e —— -

LETTER X.

Mr. H. Franklin to Edwin Middleton.

Charlestown,
DPrar Lpwix, '
1 CANNOT scal up a packet that I am
going to send to my brother, without enck,)/fng a
letter for you. Carolina is divided into Nofth and
South. The castern side, towards the, ocean,
through which we have lately travelled, is a low,
swampy country,.intersected with crecks and rivers;
and from its moisture, the heat of the climate, and
profusion.of vegetables, extremely unbealthy.
Newbern,. though a poor place, is the largest.
town in North Carolina, The houses are built with
wood ;. and a few public edifices only are of brick.
We have passed through several other small towns,.
‘but they have no-particular claims to description.
Charlestown is the capital of South Caroliva. It
is situated on a tongue of land, formed by the con-
fluence
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fluence of the rivers Ashley and Cooper. The most
populous and commercial quarter of the city stands
on the Ashley.  Some parts of the quay project a
great way into the river, that merchant vessels may
more easily receive their cargoes. A
These quays are made of the trunks of the cab-
bage-palm, fixed together, and placed in squares
one above another. The spongy nature of this
treec would not lead one to expect that it woulkd
remain many years under water without injury; but
experience proves that it is more durable for this
purpose than any other tree in the country. The
strects, fiom east fo west, extend from river to
river, and running in straight lines, open agreeable
prospects each way, and afford good opportunities,
by means of subterranean drains, for removing
nuisances, and promoting the health and cleanliness
of the city. The most modern houses are generally
of brick, though many of the inhabitants prefer
houses of wood, because they think them cooler than
those of brick ; and they adopt every contrivance
to mitigate the excessive heats of summer, by ad-
mitting the fresh air into the apartments. Open
wmdows, doors apposite (o each other, and long
galleries formed to shelter the upper part of the
house from the sultry rays of the sun, are {he luxuries
prefarred by the rich to the ornaments of painting
and gilding, :
The outward appcarance is often neglected,
) , . _ when
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when the inside is commodions and well furnished ;
though they areecldom remarkably neat, notwith.
standing the numerous train of negre servants that
are kept in opulent families.

The streets, instead of being paved, are cevered
with a loose sand, ground to a fine powder by the
multitude of carriages that pass through them. 1In
windly weather, the dust is intolerable; and, aftera
shower, the passengers would sink into the mud,
were it not for narrow brick foot-paths,, which run
before the houses. Pumps are placed at short
distances ; but the water has a brackish taste, that
is very disagrceable. 'FThe mode of living is ex-

_tremely luxurious. Mos! families keep a coaeh ot
a chaise, The ladics are never secn to walk en
foot; and the m-n often ride. Tienty negro and
mulatto slaves ar- comwonly -employed by people
of the middle rank, in domestic offices; and cven }
the children are atten el by a number of litile
negroes of their own age, who are obliged to com-
Ply with-their humours, and form them to habits of
tyranny from their infancy. Arthur cannot bear
this, and is continually giv'ng lessons of humanity
and modecration to h.~ cempanions.

The hospitality of ‘he inhabitants of Carolina-

. towards strangers, their gencrasity to persons in
distress, and their unfeeling tre.tment of them
slaves, show that th¢ human breast is capable of
cherishing qualities directly opposite to cach other.

'[hey are expensive in their funerals, thinking ita

' mark
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mark of respect to the deceased, to convey their
remains to their last abode with splendid decora-
tions and melancholy pomp, which may traly be
termed the most absurd of vanities.

South Carolina has not yet adopted the humane
punishments of Pennsylvania. Death and whipping
are inflicted more often than in Lurope. No
defender is allowed to an aecused negro; and his
judges have power to condemn him to whatever
mode of death they plcase.

The importation of negroes from Africa has
becn prohibited,, at different times, for a limited
period. There is a party for both sides of the
question. Unfortunateiy, interest prevails over
bumanity and justice; but it is generally allowed
that the slaves in this country are much better
treated, in all respects, than formerly.

False opinions lcad to erroncous practice.

hilst it is comsidered a degradation for a white
man to labour, slaves must be had to cultivate the
earth; pasticularly the ricc swamps, which are
here very numerous and extensive: and as the

ulture of that grain differs from any thing in
urope, I will relate the process usn'ally adopted.
Rfter the ground is turned up in furrows, in April
pr May, a woman throws in the seed, and the ne«
proes fill them up.  The plant shoots up in ten or
welve days; and when it has attained the height
fsix or seven inches, the field is overflowed, so
fat no more than the tops of the blade can hé seen.

In
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In a few weeks the water is turned off, to give the
negroes an opportunity of weeding the rice; when
that is done, the field is again covered with water,
till the crop is ripe, whiclr is known by the yellow
colour of the ear, and the hardness of the stem,
‘W hen reaped, it is kept in stacks till winter : but
more is to be done before it is exported. It is
threshed and pat into a small wooden house, fixed
upon four pillars, with a large sieve placed in the
ceiling: int> this sieve the rice is thrown, and
eleaned by the wind before it reaches the ground,
The outer husk is then taken off by a hand-mill,
after which it is winnowed, and beaten witlh. clubs
to take off the inner husks.  The large grains are
sifted fr.m 'he smali ones, and packed in casks to
be conveyed on shipboard. Before the rice comes
to periection, it is assailed by many enemies.
Worms and small fishes, that live in the water that
covers the swamps, would destroy the roots, were it
not for the terons, who devour them in multitudes, §
and are, on that account, as much regarded by the
planters, as the turkey buzzards are by the in.
habitants of the towns.. >
Innumerable flocks of rice-birds hover over the §
swamps when the crop is ripe; but they are not
uninterruptéd in their feast, for young negroes are
“constantly kept on the watch to drive them away.
South Carolina is divided by nature into two
parts, Upper and Lower. Along the coast, and
more than one hundred miles westward, the country

I
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q;ﬂat, level, and intersected with swamps, culti
vated with rice: beyond this, it rises into hills
progressively, and terminates in the Allegany
Mountains, which separate the waters that fall into
the Atlantic from those that discharge themselves
info the Mississippi. An examination of your map
will make this clear to you.

There are no stones to be found in Lower Caro-
lina; and upon digging up the ground are layers of
sea-shells and petrified fishy in the middle of the sand.
Atsixty miles from the sea arc entire oyster-beds, in
a fossil state; one extending fifty milcs, formed of a
species of that fish no longer to be found on the
coast. Huge trunks of trees are also frequently
discovered beneath the surface of the carth, which
seem to bave lain there for ages. Do not these
B circumstances seem (o confirm the truth of the
deluge, and prove, incontestibly, that this whole
tract was once covered with water.

Except at Charlestown, there are very few
schools, of any description, in this state: the cul-
tivation of the human mind is, consequently, at a
low ebb: and many persons of fortune sabmit to
send their children to Europe for education. 'The
produce of the earth is the chief source of wealth
 to the inhubitants of Cardlina, as they want either
the skill or the taste to establish manufactures.
Indigo is a plant much cultivated, for“the finc dark
blue colour it yields to painters and dyers. »

Cotton is likewise raised here te advantage, and

" forms
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forms a profitable article of commerce. Several
of our friends having formed a party to take a ride

into the country, I must lay aside my .pen, and bid

“you adicu.
HENRY FRANKLIN,

C -

et ——

LETTER XI.

From Myr. Henry Franklin to Mrs. Mideton,

’ Charlestotvn,.

Dear MADA\(,

THE intelligence 1 have to convey 80

nearly concerns your happiness, that I .make no

apology for the liberty of addressing myself to
you. '

In order to save you from the pain of apprehen.
smn, I begin by an assurance that your son is now
in perfect health 3 though, from imprudently putting
himself in the way of danger, he has been very near
losing his life.

As we were enjoying a walk in the woods, after
the heat of the day, we saw a rattlessnake coiled
up before us. 1 called hastily to Arthur to avoid
him. Had he attended to my warning, he would
have been unhurt ; for they seldom attack any one
who does not molest them: but curiosity, and a
spirit of adventure, tempted him to advance and
touch




y 50
> 10
f to

hens
now
ting
near

after
oiled
void
ould
7 one

nd a §

> and
ouch

71

touch the animal with a switch. Euraged by this
assault, the creature, which was six feet long, and
as thick as my leg, curled up his body in a. circle
around his head, which he raised upright, and with
asudden dart inflicted a wound on the ancle of my
young friend. My terror was extreme; but net
losing my presence of mind, I gathered the leaves
of a plant, which .grew in the wood, that I had
been told were an antidote, and by the immediate
application, diminished the ill consequences of the
venom, though he suffered extremely for several
days. He is perfectly recovered, and. I hope will
learn prudence from this accident, which might
have been fatal,

The moment: the rattlessnake is apprehensive of
danger, he sounds his rattle, and puts himself in a
posture of defenee.  The rattle grows at the end of -
the tail, and is formed of several loose, hollow
cells, of a horny kind of substance, that Jjingle one
against another, and warn those who are near to be
upon their guard. He inflicts his dangerous bite with
two fangs, or tceth, that are quite distinct from those

g Vith which he eats his food. Thesefangsarc small,

sharp pointed, and furnished at the roots with
small bladders of a subtle poison. There are two
species of the rattle-snake, dxstmcrmshed by their
colour ; the one black, the other yellowish brown:

b

The bite of the waler rattlc-snake is also 1 0'son-
ous,




ous, bat less so than that of the land. This creature
differs nmuch from the cemmon mtlleosnake, as it bas
ncither fangs nor rattles 1 cannot guess, lhercforc,
why it has obtained this name.

The black snake is another common reptile in
Carolina; # is very long, and pursues those who
attack ity but its bite is of no consequence. The
country people seldom kill it, because it is useful in
destreying rats and mice. It is wonderfully fond
of mitk; and frequently steals into dairies; which
in these southern parts are mostly under ground, in
order to preserve the milk, which could not, in
another situation, be kept sweet for three hourd, in
summer.

There are many other kinds of hamﬂas snakes,
some of them beautifully varicgated, particularly
the garter, the ribbon, and the bluish green snake.
The Macassin snake is almost as poisonous as the
raltle-snake; and it is a more insidious enemy, be-
cause it gives no warning of its approach.

Reptiles are-numerous here, and of great variety.
There are miany species of frogs and lizards, be
sides ‘the chameleon, wlnch is by no means un-

" common,

The waters and swampy places abound with that
kind of crocodile called a coeinan. We have seen
several npwards of twelve feet long, from the head
to the extremity of the tail. If on land, they wil
sooner take to flight at the sight of man, than ven
ture to attack bim; but in the water they are more

courageous,
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courageous, and have been known, when hounds
have pursued a stag into a river, to seize both the-
dogs and the deer, and pull them to the bottom,
whence they never rise again. This creature’s
invulnerable coat of mail renders him formidable,
as it is almost impassible to wound him, except his
antagonist has sufficicnt address to hit exactly be-
tween his scales.

If your son is prone to that want of consider-
alion which is natural to his age, I have the satis-
faction of assuring you, that he is endued with a
noble generosity of disposition, that manifests itself
in tender sympathy with every human being that
he sees pining_with affliction. He one day pressed’
me to take him to the slave-market in this town,
where the negroes are pnt up to auction several
times in a week. I observed his countenance
change on sceing them exposed to sale, on a sort of
stage, whilst the buyers turned them about and
examined them, as we do horses at a fair, The de-
Jected countenance of one young man, as he was
on the point of being adjudged to the highest bid-
dery by the common cryer, affected him particu-
larly. He enquired into bis story, and found that
his distress arose from the heart-breaking consider-
ation of being for ever separated from a young
woman, whom he‘had lately married and tendexly
loved. Arthur’s pity is not of that useless kind
that only lameats at the misfortunes of others;. he
is always full of contrivances to rclieve them, and .

E L owill
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will forego any sclf-gratification for that purpose.
He earnestly conjured me to purchase Sancho, and
give him his frecdom. Many calculations were
immediately made for saving his allowance till he
could reimburse the cxpence. [ represented the
insufficiency of redecming an individual, when so
pany thousands languish in slavery around us,
whose chains we cannot break.  Afler many argu.
ments on both sides, he recollected that we wanted
a servant to attend us to Florida, and that Sancho
would be well adapted to that purpose. But, said
I, what will become of his wife? your scheme
will equally effect their separation. Happity,
replied he, she belongs to an English lady in
Charlestown, who is going to sct the noble exam.
ple of giving freedom to her negroes; she may re-
main in her scrvice whilst we want Sancho, and
some plan may be afterwards, contrived o enable
them to procure a livelihood by -their own in-
dustry.

* My heart could no longer resist the entreatics of
a benevolent mind. 1 consented. ‘Fhe change of
counteaance in Sancho, who understood the sub-
ject of our contest, 1 will not attempt to delineate;
nor can I describe his gratitude and attachment to
his young master, for whose preservation, I be
lieve, he would lay down his life. If by this com-
pliance I have ensured him a faithful servant, [
hope you will not think I have acted impro-
perly. '

The
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The life of a planter, whilst they reside upon
their estates, is miscrably dull; as they generally
livein a sohﬁry house, surrounded on all sides by
mud and” wdter, deprived of the cheering influence
of pleasant prospects or agrecable neighbourhood.
The negroes, and their overscers, arc the only per-
sons with whom they converse: the comfort of the
former depends much upon the disposition of the
Jatter, who can either lighten or increase their la-
bour in the field. In the month of June, when
the swamps are watered for the first time, the fear
of pestilential disorders compels the planters to
cxchange this mopish life for the gaieties of Charles-
town, and leave the management of the plantation
{o a white overseer, who, for gain, risks his life by
the certainty of a dreadful fit of illness : should he
survive the first, he is sure of a second attack,
though probably slighter, at the same season next
year. All the planters keep great numbers of oxen,
cows, and pigs, almost free of expence, asthey turn
them out to get their own living in the large forests
belonging to the plantations.

Few people herc will allow that the capacity of
the negroes is equal to that of the white people.
As far as I can judge, making an allowance for the
disadvantages of slavery, they are much upon a
par with those of their own condition of life. We
met with one, in Norfolk, who had taught himself
j to read and write whilst a slave; and by dint of

E2 . industry




industry, at oyer hours, had acquired a considerable
fund of knowledge.

A negro, named Casar, obtaincd a pension from
the state of South Carolina, for discovering the
method of ussuaging the pain and swelling of the
bite of a ratile-snake, by the appliaagion of a
tobacco leaf steeped in rum. P

In order to prove the cfficacy of his remedy,
Cesar, with Roman fortitude, provoked onc of
those dangerous animals to bite him, and then pre-
vented the baneful effects, by dressing the wotnd
after the manner he had recommended.

Our time has passed away cheerfully at Charles
town, qQne agreeable entertainment sueceeding an-
other ; which is according to the gay disposition of
the inbabitants, and their extreme attention to
strangers. - '

The ladies mix a great deal in company, though
they are modest, and observe the strictest docorum
in their behaviour. Both men and women lose the
bloom of yeuth very early. At thirty, a woman
looks old ; and it is not uncommon to sec the mother
of a young child with the' wrinkles of sixty. The
climate is very mild. Inthe depth of winter there
are seldom frosts that last losger than a few days;
bat the people are so enervated by the excessive
heats of summer, that they require large fires; .and
more fire-wood, in proportion, is conswmed in
ChMestown than in Philadelphia.
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The town begins to wear a melancholy appear~
ance, from the breaking out of the yellow fever.
Numbers are ill, and all intercourse with the coun-
try prohibited, except by the-negroes, who-arenot .
subject to the disease.

This circumstance has determined me to-take: my
departure without delay. The necessary prepara-
tions requiring my attendance, I 'must conclude,
with the greatest respect, your’s, &c.

H. FRANKLIN.

LETTER XII.

Arthur Middleton to his Brother Edwin.

Sunbury.
Dear BROTHER,

—- THE yellow fever drove us from
| Charlestown in great haste; but the desire of vi-
siting East Florida overcame every apprehension of
meeting again with this terrible disorder, further
south, therefore we proceeded to Savannah, along
the eoast, which is much intersected with rivers,
and broken by many small bays and inlets. The
town, which was formerly the capital of Georgia,.
stands on a high hill of burning sand, on the south
side of tle river of the same name, and seventeen

E3 ’ " miles
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" miles from its mouth. It is one of the largest places
in this country, though of no very great magpitude,
It has several churches, belonging to different sects;
and a synagogue for the Jews, of which people
there are many families scitled there,

The name of Savannah will be recorded in his.
tory, from the defeat of the French and Americans,
under M. &’Estaing, who endeavoured to fake it
from the English ; but General Prevost prescrved
it by his superior address, in obtaining a cessation
of arms for twenty-four hours, whilst he procured
reinforcements that cnabled  him to defend the
place. ‘

We were not sorry fo take our departure from
Savaninab, which, trom its siiwation and unhealihiis
uess, is a disagreeable residence. -

The country we are going to explore being
thinly inhabited, and not likely to afford regular
accommodations so often as we might want them,
Mr. Franklin purchased threc horses ; one for him-
sclf, one for me, and one for a negro whom I have
resqued from slavery : . he is qualified to be very
aseful to us in case of accidents. Before I pro-
ceed any further in my journey, I must explain to
you that America is inhabited by three distinct
kinds of people; Indians, European settlers, and

_/Negroslaves : entirely different in their origin, thal
is, as far as we can frace it; for I do not mean to
say that they did not all spring from Adam. The

native inhabitants, whom I have uever yet intro-
: : duced




duced to your acquaintance, are the Indians, whe
once uninterraptedly pessessed the whole country,
and ranged, as free as air, through the vast forests
pianled by the hand of Nature, where they pursued
the wild animals for their support; and each tribe
possessed cxtensive tracts, in which they would
suffer no interference from their neighbours. They
were ignorant of the art of cultivating the ground,
and trusted to the success of the chace, and the
wild fruits of the forest alone, for the supply of
food. This mode of life required a prodigious
extent of country to maintain a small number of -
inhabitants ; and the Indians wonld have received

inestimable blessings from the instructions and ex-

ample of the Buropeans, who digcove*md their

country, and formed scttlements in ity if the white

people had becn guided by disinterested motives

of fellowship and good will; but instead of this,

avarice influenced them to seize upon the lands,

and to drive the poor Indians into the interior parts -
of the country. A few purchased their estates:

others obtained them by stratagem and faithless

treaties ; and many more by force. This has caused

almost continual wars between the white people and

the Indians ; but these simple people are not a match

for an European army, governed with regular mlh-

tary discipline.

Wihen we read of the discovery of South America
by Columbus, you may remember that his snccess
encouraged ofher adventurers to go in quest of

E4 unknown
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unknown lands; and voyages of discovery became
a kind of fashion, sanctioned by the most powerful

nations of Europe, who were, most of them, eager -

to found colonies in the new world. Thesc settle.
ments have gradually risen 1o considerable states;
and emigrants from all parts of Europe continue
to add to the number of-the white inhabitants. In
the multitude of these emigrants, there are wmany
unprincipled adventurers, who have no means of
subsisting at home, and are thercfore willing to
seek a maintenance in a foreign country, where
their character is not known. It is common for
these people to retire to the uncultivated parts of
the country, and ebtain a grant of a certain por-
tion of land. Their first care is to build a hut, or
a log-house, for their family ; when this is effected,
they begin to cut down trees, and loosen the soil,
for the reception of as much Indian corn and
potatees as their own wants require; and for the
rest, game and pork supply the deficiency. A
restless spirit, and the dcsire of independence, as
the country around them becomes more peopled,
often induce these borderers, as they are called, to
quit the spot on which they have bestowed some la-
bour, before it is completcly clean, and remove fur-
ther into the forest, where they can live unrestrained
by law or good manners : in short, they are a kind
of savages, hostile to the Indians, and to their more
civilized countrymen, who succeed them, and im-

prove their rude begmmngs. Thus a farm will
sometimes
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sometimes own two or three masters before it comes:
into thorough cultivation. . The number of the
Indians is said to diminish rapidly; and it is
thonght that, in time; the white nations will be-
comé the sole possessors of the vast continent of
America. I need not tell you that the negroes are
brought from Africa, against their inclination, and
sold for slaves. )
I'hasten to recal your attention to our journey. -
" From Savannah we proceeded to Surbury, a sea-
port town, beautifully situated between Medway:
and Newa)ort rivers, and about fifteen miles south
of Great Ogeeche river. 'T'he town and harbour
arc defended from the fury of the sea by the north
and south points of St. Helena and South Catherine’s
islands, which we visited the next morning, and,
in order to reach them, forded a narrow shoal.:
The soil of these islands is sandy, and not very-
fertile, except on particular ridges near the sea.:
shore, formed of heaps of sca-shells, perhaps thrown -
up by the surf from the most distant ages. Time,"
and the effects of the air, have converted the greater:
part of these shells into earth, which is of such a:
productive nature, that it yields almost all kinds of:
vegetables ; and amongst others, some of the most -
beautiful flowering shrubs you can imagine. -
wished Catherine had been with me, to have ade-
mired the variety of magnolias, kalmias, &c. that:
flourish here, almost unobserved by the inhabitants,
to whom they are no novelty. As I was groping.
E5 about:




about amongst the shells of one of these mounds, I
observed’ picees of broken carthen-ware, which cx-
cited my curiosity to search furthcr, till I found an
earthen pot, ingeniously embossed with basket-
work, and of very antique appearance; but how it
came there, or to what people it belonged, is one
of those secrels that will prebably never be dis-
covered, thouch it puzzlet Mr. Franklin to form
conjectures about it for some hours. These islands
are the abode of numerous herds of the roe-buck
or deer, which are often atiacked by the tigers,
wolves, and bears, who still dispute the soverempty
of the woods. Here "are. also raccoons, foxes,
squirrels, rats, and mice, but no moles. One spe-
cies of the rats is iwice as large as the common
Norway rat. In the night time this creature throws
out the earth to make its burrow, and raises little
billocks which Wave a singular appearance. In one
of my wabks I was struck with something hanging
from the baubhs of 3 tice like a dead animal: |
touched it with a switch I had in my band, when,
to my surprise, it leaped to the grouad, stunk into
the thickets, and abmest poisoncd me with its
gench. 1 soon foyud it was an opossum, an ani-
mal very common in many parts of America, and
mamereus i these islands. It is about the size of
a cat, and its bead is shaped likc that of a fox:

it bas small, sound, black, piercing eyes, aod
ypright black esrs, edged with white; its tail
is pantiy coweral with seales, and i of great ue

to
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to the creature, as it is long enongh to twist round
the branches of trees, whilst the body hangs sus-
pended.  The greatest peculiarity of the opossum
is a sort of pouch under the belly, in both the male
and the female, where they hide their young.
They féed on canes and other vegetables, and
enjoy a feast when they are nimble enough to catch
a bird.

As I know your fondness for natural history, I
shall make no apology for describing the raccoon.
It is less than the beaver, though resembling it in
shape, except the head, which is more like that of
afox. It has a white face, with broad, black cir-
eles round the eyes, that give a firmness to is
countenance, though it is harmless: it is very active,
and climbs trees with_great expertness.. Birds’
egys and vegetables are its food ; and so-delicate is
it in its taste, that it is extremely fond of oysters,
and frequents the shores at low water, not enly for
the sake of scizing the first unfortunate oyster that
gapes open its shell, but also in order to wash its
food before it is eaten. The hair of the raccoon is
useful to hatters, who mix it with that of beavers
and rabbits ;. and its flesh is good eating, as I ex-
perienced yesterday, when we could get nothing
else for dinner.  Pole-cats and wild cats also inha-
bit these woeds ; and such a varicty of snakes and
serpents, that I cannot particularize them:_  the
hags eat them vemeiously, and scem to hawe no
fear of their bite. . The mttle-snake is often dressed

EG6 and
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and sent to table as a dainty dish; but I cculd
never overcome my prejudice sufficiently to taste
them.

The ammals of thesc islands may serve for a
description of those that inhabit the coasts of South
Carolina and Georgia, as they are nearly alike.
Though my letter is already so long, I cannot leave
out my feathered favourites. Iere are several kinds
of eagles, who are the tyrants, not only of the air,
but of the earth also, for they prey upon fawns and
other young quadrupeds.

The fishing hawk flies high and swiftly ; his long
poiniéd wings cleaving the air with vast force: h>
lives entirely on fish, which he catches with great
dexterity. 'Water-fowl, of numerous kinds, haunt
these shores; and amongst the songsters there is
none more melodious or beautiful than the painted
finch, which is mournfully contrasted with the
cooing of the ground dove, an elegant little crea-
ture, not larger than a sparrow.

- The wild turkeys grow to a prodigious size. 1
saw onc that had been hatched from an egg found
in the forest; he was a noble, majestic bird, at least
a yard high, when he stood wpright: his colour
was dark dusky brown; but the feathers of the
neck, breast, back, and shoulders, were tipped with
copper colour, which in the sun looked like bur-
nished gold. :

The American turkeys are twice as large as those
we bave in England, particularly as to height, as

their
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their necks and legs arc longer in proportion. Both
the cock and hen are brown, not having a black
feather-on them; bnl the cock is beautifully adorn-
ed with variable sbadcs, as I have already men-
tioned.

Though the novelty of a foreign country delights
me, my heart glows at the remembrance of home,
and the dear friends I lcft there, to whom I send my

best love.
. ARTHUR MIDDLETON.

LETTER XIII.

My, Henry Franklin to Edwin Middleton.
St. Augustine.
My pEar Epwin,

IN order to trace the course of our jour-
ney, you must study your map, and you will per-
eeive that the river A palachicola, which discharges
its waters into the Gulph of Mexico, runs between
East and West Florida. The great Mississippi
divides West Florida from Louisiana.

East Florida is the present scene of our res
searches. Arthur and I having left Sunbury, rode on
to the banks of the Alatamaha river, through a level
country, well watered by large streams, which .take
their course from extensxve swamps and marshes,

These
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These swamps arc daily improving into large, fruitful
rice plantations. The road we have lately traversed
. Is straight, wide, and kept in excellent repair; and
in most parts is bordered with a light grove of
various beautiful flower-bearing trees, entwined
~with garlands of creeping shrubs, and over-shadow-
cd by tall spreading cypresses, oaks, and cedars,
- The rice and corn plantations are decorated in a
similar manner; and through the branches of the
trees appear the neat, humble dwellings of the in.
habitauts, who are cheered, not only all day, but
during moonlight nights, with the melody of the
cheerful mgck-bird, the warbling nonpareil, atd
the plaintive turtle-dove.

Inns not being very frt,'guent, We are accus-
tomed fo ride up, without ceremony, to private
houses, where we are generally entertained with
great hospitality, and are entreated to pass a day or
two with the family, who seem gratified with the
company of strangers. During one of these visifs,
when the heat of the day was past, we made a little
party at fishing, a diversion in which I take no
pleasure; but I was willing to compiy with what.
ever was kindly proposed for our amusement, Qur
friends led us to a shady retreat, in a beautiful greve
of magnolias, myrtles, and sweet bay trees, standing
on the bank of a clear siream, that flewed with a ser-
~ pentine course through the plantatioss. 'We pre-
sently caught some fish; one kiad of them, caled
the red belly, has brilliamt golourse It is a semall

‘ flat- §
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flat-fi-h, of an oval form. 'The top of the head and
back are of am olive green, sprinkled with russet
spots; the sides are of a sea-green, inclining (o
azure, which gradually grows lighiter till it changes
to asilvery white, studded with specks of the finest
green, russet, and gold colour; and the belly is of
a bright scarlet.  Near the giils is an oval parti-
coloured spot, to which I can compare nothing but
the eye in a peacock’s feather. Our diversion, if
the destruction of the finny tribe deserves that
name, did net last long ; for heavy rolling clouds
announeed an approaching storm, that obliged us
to return as fast as possiblg to the house. Before
we could get shelter, the lightning flashed from
cloud to cloud, and the peals of thunder resounded
awfully through the air. 'We quickened our pace,
but .were overtaken by a vivid flash of the forked
lightning, that fell with irresistible fury on {he
trunk of a large pine-tree, not far from our path,
and set it in a blaze. The flames instantly enveloped
the tree, and would have consumed it, if it had not
been extinguisked by tarrents of rain, that fell in
a few minutes afterwards. Happily for us, the house
was in view, and fear adding wings to our feet, we
got in without any other great, inconvenience than
the apprehension of danger, which was more on
accotnt of two young ladies of our paity than for
ourselves. ‘
The simple, wnaglecied kindaeess of this family,
which consisted. of a father, mother, and two
daughters,
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daughters, might have dctained us agreeably for
weeks: but the enjoyment of a'fixed habitation was
inconsistent with my plan, thereforc I prepared for
our departure in the morning.

We followed the course of the Alatamaha river fo
Fort Barrington, throngh ‘a well-inhabited district,
abounding in rice plantations. The vegetable
productions were, many of them, striking and
beautiful ; particularly a flowering shrub, from
twelve to fifteen fect high, bearing large clusters
of pale blue tubular-shaped flowers, speckled with
crimson on the inside. At the bottom of each clus.
ter grows a sort of fence, formed of leaves of a delicate
white, edged with rose-colour, which at a distance
look like roses, and give the shrub an uncommon
appearance.

We reached the southern shore of the river by
means of a ferry. Our negro, Sancho, pointed out
{o us, near this place, the traces of an ancient Indian
town, which he knew by conical mounds of earth,
artfully heaped up, perhaps in remembrance of
some famous warrior, or victory, like some of those
left by the Danes, in England; an instance of
similarily in the customs of savages with nations
more advanced in civilization. The edge of the
stream is adorned with large tall trees, which grow
in the water, called the nyssa coccinea, that bear a
scarlet fruit, larger than an olive, used sometimes,
from its pleasant acid; instead of limes: the leaves

: ' drop
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drop off as the fruit ripens, and the whole trec
|__assumes a scarlet hue.

This tree is not seen further north than the Grcat
Ogeeche, where they receive the name of Ogeeche
limes. Ve soon left the cultivated country, and
relying upon Sancho to direct our course, passed
through an uninhabited wilderness, which presented
us, in succession, with dark, grassy savannahs, and
hich pine forests; often varied with red and white
oz;i(s, cypress, hickory, cedars, and the cucumber
tree, all of a great size.

The transition from rich flourishing settlements,
to these majestic wilds, was not unpleasant to me;
and my companion was charmed with the novelty
of the contrivances we were obliged to adopt for
our accommodation.  We chose the pleasantest
spots for our resting places, where we opened our
bags, and refreshed ourselves with provisions; wild
fruits served us for a desert, and at night, Sancho,
with our assistance, erected a few poles, and formed
a shelter from the night dews with pieces of bark,
that he found scattercd on the ground. In order to
furnish our chamber completely, he spread the skin
of a buffalo, which we had brought with us, over a
heap of dried leaves that he had collected from
under the trees, and, I assure you, formed a couch
by no means uncomfortable.

At the end of our sccond day’s journey we were
so fortunate as to meet with a cow-pen, near which

was
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was a rude habitation, where we were civilly enter.
tained with milk, butter, cheese, and venison.

In these uninhabited districts many curious na.
tural objects called forth our attention. High, open
forests of stately pines, flowery plains, and extensive
green savannahs, having each their appropriate
inhabitants and productions, afforded an almost
endless variety. Annanas, with clusters of large,
white, fragrant flowers, were seen in dry sandy
situations; and in moist swamps, a diminutive
species of kalmia, with spikes of flowers of a dcep
rose colour: groups of blue, yellow, and white
lupins adorn the open parts of the forests, and
gencrally grow on sandy heights, where we fre.
quenily saw the dens or caverns, dug by the great
land-tortoise, called here gopher: the animal re.
treats within them by day, and sallies forth at night
in quest of prey,

The same scene continued till we reached St.
Mary’s river, where, though the soi is sandy,
peach-trees, Indian cora, rice, cotton, and indigo,
1brive exceedingly. -

The savannahs in the neighbourhood of thlsr
river are enamelled with flowers of all
violets, lupins, amaryllis, and a bea
of the sensitive plant, with flowers’ of a bright
rose colour, are scattered in wikl prqfuslon, amidst
groves of the most luxuriant forest trees. Still fur-
ther south 1s another river, or ratheschain of

Takes,
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lakes, ruaning parallel with the sea, called St.
John’s, which is navigable from one end to the
other.

St. Augustine, though dignified by the title of
capital of East Florida, is a very small town, stand-
ing on the sea coast, which enables it to receive the
products of the Ilavannah, and convey them to
Savannah and Charlestown.

I did not intend to have gone further towards the
south than St. Angustine; but an agent is to set off
to-morrow, for one of the trading houses on the bor-
ders of George’s Lake, in the interior part of the
conntry, and Arthur’s desire to take the advantage
of his company is so great, that I have complied
with his wishes; an excursion that I evpect will
sapply us with matter for your future amuse-
ment.—Adieu,

HENRY FRANKLIN.

et —ee e

LETTER XIV,

Arthur Middleton to his Brother Edwin.

: . St. Augustine.
My pear BroTueRr,

YOU must partake of the pleasu'res and
difficulties of our journey, through the almost
uncultivated parts of the country on the shores of

St.
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St. John’s river.  We have penetrated as far as §t,
Juan’s, and wandered into the interior parts, when.
ever curiosity or inclination pointed the  way. I
we have secn neither stately palaces, nor populous
cities, nor other works of men; we have beheld
with admiration the works of God, displayed in
the wild majestic scenery of' the sublime forests,
that have stood uninterrupted for ages, and have
afforded shelter to innumerable tribes of animals of
all kinds ; quadrupeds, birds, insects, and reptiles,
whose different forms, habits, and peculiarities in
seeking their prey, avoiding their enemies, and réar.
ing their young, afford a continual fund of amuse.

ment, that raises new wonder by their variety, and [
the ingenuity of their contrivances to obtain their
ends, which has been implanted in them by their,
avise Creator. ’
- Never have my thoughts been more devoutly
raised to Heaven, than in some of our ramble
through these magnificent forests; especially of an
evening, when we have prepared our bed of dried
leaves, under the canopy of a branching oak, ora
lofty pine; the moon’s silver rays casting a modest
light through the trecs, and the whip-poor-wil
lulling us, with his melancholy note, to sleep ; as
sisted by the lowing of distant herds of cattle, o
the shrill whooping of the crane. Of a morning
we have been awakened by the beams of the mew-
risen sun, and the cheerful crowing of the wild
turkey-cocks, calling to each other from the tops
of
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of the highest trees. In spring they begin at break
of day, and crow till sun-rise, saluting their fellows
on the return of light. I Gaunot give you an idea
of what I felt at the first view of these forests, com-

of such a variety of trees, superior in beauty
and grandeur to any I had ever beheld before; but
I will try to give a faint description of a few of the
most striking.

The laurel magnolia reaches to the height of an
hundred feqt the trunk is perfectly upno-ht rising
in the form of a stately column; the mllk-whlte
flowers, resembling full-blown roses, are surrounded
by acircle of dark-green shining leaves, that set
them off to great advantage; in the centre stands

- the young cone, which is of a flesh colour, .and
towards autumn grows very large, and changes to
a crimson, and as it opens, shows multitudes of
coral-red berries, which hang from the cones by a
white silky thread. The wood of this tree, when
seasoned, is of a straw colour, and harder tlnan that
of the poplar.

The palmetto royal, or Adam’s needle, is a sin-
gular tree: they grow so thick together, that a bird
can scarcely penetrate between them. The stiff,
leaves of this sword-plant, standing straight out
from the trunk, form a barrier that neither man
nor beast can pass: it rises with an ercct stem,
about ten or twelve feet high, crowned with a
chaplet of dagger-like green leaves, with a stiff
sharp spur at the end : this thoroy crown is tip-

ped
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ped with a pyramid of white flowers, shaped like
a tulipor alily. To these flowers suecced a large
fruit, much like a cuocumber- in” formi, but when
ripe, of a deep purple colour. Garlands and fes.
Mons of creeping shrubs bang upon the branches
of the forest trees, aid secm te bind them together,
Amongst otbers, grape vines, of umcommon iz,
- climb round the trunks, and twine to the very top,
but the frait is small and ill-tasted.

The long moss fixes itself, and takes root on the
arms of the trees; and hangs pendant, like long
sireamers of many feet in length, waving in the
wind in a fantastical manner. 1In order to psepare
it for use, it is thrown into shallow water and ex.
posed to the sun, where it soen rots, and the furry
ontside is dissolved ; when taken out, beaten, and
cleaned, nothing remains but the inside fibres,
which are black and tike horse-hair, and are
. equally proper for stuffing mattresses, chair-bottoms,

saddles, &c. . The Spaniards in South America, we
are told, work them into cables. Cattle and decr
are glad, in the winter season, to feed upon this
moss, whilst it is fresh.

One species of the cypress, from its prodigious
height and size, sirikes the beholder with ave:
it generally grows in the water, or'on low, ‘moist
situations, near the banks of great rivers and lakes,
that are covered several months in the year with
water. The lower part of the trunk spreads out
into many divisions, like buttresses, that seem de-

signed
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signed to support the vast body of the tree, and
form large, strong, serpentine-roefs, that strike off
in every direction. The main trunk rises from
these, like a straight pillar, to a prodigious beight,
and then divides into a wide, spreading top, like
a canopy, where eagles securely fix their nests:
cranes, storks, and paroquets, venture to approach
{he royal bird, and often perch on these inacces-
sible branches. The- paroquets are allured by the
seeds, which are their favourite repast. The trunk
of this tree, hollowed out, forms an excellent canoe,
' and is frequently used for that purpose. Many trees,
shrubs, and plants, of a more diminative size, deserve
a stranger’s admiration.  One species of hibiscus is
extremely elegant; it is a very tall shrub, growing
like a pyramid, adorned  with large, expanded,
crimson flowers. Besides these, and hundreds
more, equally remarkable for their beauty, the
shrubs are overrun by a pale pink convolvolus,
with a deep crimson eye, which forms a delicate
contrast with its dark green leaves.

In this excarsion we have sometimes taken up
our abode for the night near the banks of a river,
or on the borders of a lake, where I have often
amused myself in watching the pelicans catch
fish. Sancho, whe is a good marksman, shet one
of them ; it is larger than a tame goose, with very
short legs and webbed feet: its bill is of a great
length, and bent like a scythe; bat -the large -
pouch beneath it is the most extraordinary part

of
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of the bird, and seems calculated to carry water,
or hide the prey that it has caught. The colour
is much like a gull.  Sancho’s gun has generally
procured us a good supper: we were sure of
either curlews, willets, snipes, sand-birds, or some
kind of water-fowl; to which we frequently added
oysters, that were to be found in abundance in the
water close to.the shores. My, Franklin and |
performed the office of cooks: we kindled a fire,
by rubbing two pieces of dry wood together, and
then contrived te roast our fowl with a spit of
Sancho’s making. Our concert at going to rest
was not so harmonious as in the woods, where the
birds chaunted our lullaby. The buzzing of mus-
quitoes, (a huge species of gnat,) the noise and
restlessness of sea fowl, thousands of toons, he
rons, pelicans, curlews, and others roosting around
us, but above all, the roaring of crocodiles, for a
long time prevented me from closing an eye, til,
worn out by the exercise of the day, I lost myself
in spite of their discordant cries. One evening I
bad strayed from my companions to a promontory
covered with orange trees, taking with me my
fishing-tackle, intending to catch some fish for
our supper. . The sky, richly illuminated with
the tints of the setting sun, and. the shores and
islets.embellished with flowering shrubs and plants,
presented a charming sceme: multitudes of water.
fowl were seeking their food, before they retired t

rest ; amongst others, I remarked the coots, wit
half
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halfspread - wings,: h‘lppm"‘ ovét the Kitle' ‘coves,
and; hiding therfiselves in the ‘tafs-of- lony ‘grassy
young broods: of: ‘e ‘shimracr teal - slﬂm\'ned the
stift sutface of ‘the ‘water, follomng theeld’ i
unconsciotis of daiger, tilt overtaken by ‘the greedy
troat, who,-in-his turn, Uecame the prey: of ke
subtle alligater. In a shallow party’ flewing uver a
bed of gravel,-bencathi the: rock- wheré:L had cheésén
my seat, ros¢ a’ namber of little - pyramidul lnus,
formed of gravel stones; by a species: of smath crayv
fish; as a sécure place of refuge. for their young,
from thg attacks of . their matural enemy, the gald
fish. Small companies of the boldest.of the old
cray-fish ventured out, and defied: the- gold: “fishy
who contmually ‘turned to the charge. - The
sight of this battle :was new; and interested my
attention se much; that I never perceived a huge
alligator; that lay concealed under the edge of the
projecting rock on which I sat: he was at least
eighteen feet long, and covered with an impene-
trable coat  of mail. In one dreadful moment hée
darted out of the water, opened his terrific jaw, and
spouted both wind and water out of his nostrils;
Resistance was vain: flight was my only refuge.
His unwieldy size made it difficult for him to
climb over the cdge of the promontory, whick gave
me an instant to take to my heels, and cndéavout
to-ascend a tree.: I had not reached the first
branches, when an Indian hearing my criés, rasht
ed out of the thiekets, and; with heroic courage,

F .came
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came {o my deliverance. Ilappily, he was armed
w_iu_p..a:club .as well as a tomahawk.- Being. pre-
pared. for the attack,. and extremcly active, he
struck the alligator a violent blow -across the head
with a cloby which stunned him a little;- before be
.could. recover himself, a second stroke fell with stil
grealer violence, and deprived him of the power of
moxing his jaw. He attempted to get away, but
my Jndian friend was too nimble for him, and dis-
patched him.with his tomahawk. 4

1 descended the tree, and expressed my gratitude,
as well as I could, by-signs: by this time, the rest
of our party .came up, and heard, with horvor, the
particulars of my escape. .

Mr. Eraoklin -presented the -Ingian with several
trinkets, and a bottle of rum, of which they are
immoderately fond; and accepted his invitation to
his village, which was only two miles off.  There
were about eight or ten habitations, in a row or
street, facing a fresh-water stream, covered with
yellow lilics. ‘Some of the young men .were naked
up.te their hips, in the water, fishing with rols
‘andines; whilst. many of the boys were diverting
themselves in shooting frogs with bows and arrows.

Qur kind conductor led us to his hut, where his
wife roasted acorns for our sapper, and prepared a
dish of rice, mixed with oil, made from the acorms
of a live oak. I retired to rest, but could not
forget the alligator: his image pursued me in my

slecp, 1 even fancied that he had drawn me undet
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water. The retarn of day rejoiced me, and present-
ing a variely of different objects, diverted me from'
the frightful idea that had taken possession of my
ind. '
Remember me tenderly te Catherine and Louisa,
and te!l them I have cellected a number of beautiful
butterflics and insects for their cabinet, which I shall
send to England by the first opportunity.

Y our affectionate

ARTHUR MIDDLETON.

LETTER XYV.

Arthur Middicton to his Brother Edwin.

Taskawtla.
My pcar Epwin,

THE fear of extending my last letter to
an immoderate length obliged me to omit several
things I wished to mention, that we saw in the
neighbourhood of Lake George, which I must now
do, before I proceed with our journcy.

I mistook vast clusters of an aquatic plant, united
together by its fibrous roots bencath the water, for
a multitude of islets of different sizes ; but was soom
convinced of my error by Sancho, who tore two

re of
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.or three of them from the rest : they are not unlike
a lettuce, though the leaves are firmer, and of 3
yellow green.  They are first prodaced near the
ghorcs, where they gradually spread in deep water,
and form delightful green floating plains of a grex
Jength, frequently inhabitéd by serpents, frogs,
olters, cranes, herons, curlcws, and jackdaws.
The snake bird haunts the borders of all the
rivers and waters of Florida. The hcad and neck
are oxtremely slender, and the latter uncommonly
Jong; the bill is likewise long and pointed: all the
upper part of the bird is as black and glossy asa
raven; the besom is of a cream colour ; the tail is
long, of a decp black, tipped with silvery white,
and, when spread, is like a fan. ‘These birds love
4o assemble together in companies, upon the dry
branches of trees, that hang over the water. If

any thing alarms them in this sitaation, they
suddenly drep into the watér as if they were dead,

and appear tosink to the bottom; but rise ina few
minutes to the surface, at a wast distance from the
spot where they fell, when nothing is to be seen
above the water, but the slender head and neck,
which look very much like a snake, and from this
the bird takes its name,

Ianumerable myriads of small flying insects hovet
.over the streams of this ceuntry : they are of that
race called ephemera, from the shortness of their

life in the fly state. These insccts risc out of the
: waty
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waler, neat the shorey in countless nambers, before
sun-risc, when they generally take their flight to the
land, but return to their native clement, in swarms,
towards cvening, where they are greedily devoured
by birds, frogs, and fish.

The grand business of their short existence
scems to be thrat of laying their eggs, which they
deposit in the water, as they die soon afterwards.
The egg hatches, and the larve undergoes the
wsual changes in its oozy bed, till the warm sea~
son enables it to burst its shell and rise into the
air.

- The variety of fish that inbabit the waters,
equals that of the birds, and far exceeds my powers
of description; so I must limit my pen to a few
of the most remarkable. The great brown spotted
garr is defended by a coat of mail, and is so
voracwps, that he is a very cannibal amongst fish
less' powerful than himself. He finds but few
opponents who dare contend with him, except the
alligator, ta whom he sometimes becomes a prey,
The Indians use his sharp teeth to scratch or bleed
themselves with, when they have occasion, and his
pointed scales to arm their arrows. Sometimes they
eat his flesh, which is white and tender, after being
baked in hot embers, till the skin and scales peel off
easily,
~Some of the different species of bream are beau-
tifully varicgated, particularly the great yellow, ox
parti-coloured bream: his back is a dusky brown,
FsS dashed
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dashed with streaks of dall purple; the sides and
belly are of a bright yellow, inclining to scarlet;
the whole powdered with specks of green, gold,
and silver, and a large spot near the gills of a deep
glossy black, reflecting in the sun both green and
- blue, and encircled with a fiery red. The flesh
of this and some of the other kinds make a good
dish. ’

'The great soft-shelled tortoise is an inhabitant
of the rivers, lakes, and ponds of East Florida: they
are delicious food, and weigh from twenty to thiry
pounds.  They very much resemble the sea turtle,
except having a soft shell, which, when boile,
becomes a jelly. It is a disagrecable looking
creature, having a sort of snout, with a hooked
beak ; the corners of the mouth are wrinkled, and
armed with long pointed warts, which he can
stretch out or contract as he pleases. This animal,
when hungry, buriés himself in the slushy bottoms
of rivers, where they are covered with flags and
Jong sedgy grass, leaving an opening just big
enough for his head, which he darts out as quick
as lightning, and seizes the first young duck, frog,
o fish, that unfortunately passes near him. The
gopher, or great land tortoise, though of the same
‘family, differs very much from the creature 1 har
just described, both in his place of residence, and
iin the substance of his shell, which is so hard, tha
‘a man might stand up n it without hurting the

tortoise. Ile makes his den only on high dry sand-
hills,
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hills, instead: of choosing’ watery places: the eggs
are larger than a musket ball, and the flesh is excel-
lent food.

In one of our rides, a plain lying open before us,
Mr. Franklin called ‘my attention to a large hawk,.

which secmed to-make many efforts to‘rise, but
from some cause, which we could not perceive, was
unable to lift himself from the ground. On commﬂ' ’
near him, we found: that a very long coach=whip
snake had wreathed himself closc round his body,.
and that-he had but one wing at liberty. T alighted
with an intention of parting them, but, whether
from fear of me, or mutual conscnt; (the antagonists
being ncmly equal;)' I know not, they separated
without my interference ; the bird rose into the
higher regions of the air, and the snake crept intoa
thicket. It is most likely that the hawk began:the
affray, with the design of devouring the snake; but
the reptile dexterously coiled himself round” his
body, so as to disarm him of ‘the power to’ mjure
him. -

We are now ‘at Taskawila, an Indian town, to
which, on our émrance; we ture weléomed by a
company of young people of’ both sexes, ‘who' con-
ducted u$ to the chief’s house! which is built'on
rising ground, and is distinguished from the rest,
both by its size, and a large flag being hoisted on a
high staff, at one corner of the roof.

I‘he chief, being acquainted with the trader who

F4 was
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was with us, and bearing he was arrived, came'to
us, as we had alighted from our horses: He was
accompanied by several old men; the first saluta.
tion was a hearty shake of the hands; (or. rather
arms,)saying, * You are come.” We followed
bim to an apartment prepared for the reception
of their guests. The pipc being filled, was then
handed round as a.token of friendship; and a
Jarge bowl, of what they call-thin drink, was set
down on a small, low table, out of which every
person helped himsclf to as much liquor as he
pleased, with a grcat wooden ladle, till it had gone
round the circle.

This chief is known by the title of ihe cou.
keeper: he assembled his council, tkat they might
hear the trader’s proposals, for bartering with his
people European goods, for furs and the skins of
“wild beasts. The bargain was soon'struck, and both
sides seemed satisfied.

You may believe I was highly gratified in being

sent at this conference, the persons, dress, and
manners of the Indians being sonew to me. They
are of a copper colour, and have thick, straight
" black bair, generally a flat nose, high cheek boues,
aod small eyes. This chief is a fll, well-made
man, of a cheerful. conntenance and behaviour;
yet there is something ferocious in his look, that,
if he were angry, would make one tremble. He
has beea a great warrior, having many captives,
. who
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who atfend him as slaves : they waited on him with
the most obsequious. attention, and appcared very
much afraid of him.

We partook of a great feast, consisting of venison,
stewed in bear’s oil, fresh corn cakes, milk, and
hominy : our drink was honcy and water, whlch I
founc cool and pleasant.

This town is the capital of the Alachua tribe, -
and contains about thirty habitations, which are
each formed of two distinct houses, of nearly the -
same size. The dwelling-house is divided - into
two equal apartments, one of which serves-for the -
kitchen and common hall, the other is the general
chamber for the family. The other house stands -
at a small. distanee, and mostly: has twoe stories. .
The end towards: the dwelling-house is supported-
by posts- or: pillars; . and is-an open loft, to which -
there are no other stairs than a moveable ladder: :
this-is a - cool,.airy apartment, where the: chief of :
the family receives company, or reposes  himself -
in the heat of the day. The other half of this-
building is-closed on -all sides-with- notched ‘logs: -
The rooms are- used for store-houses, .where they -
lay up corn, potatoes, and other pregisions. - Exery -
dwelling stands in the middle of a square yard, .
bounded by a-low baak, formed -with the earth
taken -out of the yard, which is -always carefully-
swept. Every town has a public square, or-council- -

B house, where the chief and ‘the clders assemble- to -
transact public affairs. I have beea particalaity
F.5. exact
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exact in describing this town, as I imagine it will
serve for a picture of the rest we shall visit in our
future travels. Taskawila is charmingly “situated
on a high, swelling ridge of sand hills, oppositc to
a large, beautiful lake; the sloping bank terminated
on one side by extensive forests, corposed of orange
groves, overtopped by grand magnolias, palms,
poplars, oaks, &c. Huge herds of cattle, belonging
to the cowKeeper and his townsmen, graze ina
savannah that stretches out at some distance from
the town. In this extensive plain are herds of
sprightly deer, and squadrons ef well-proportione,
fleet Siminole horses, which live almost in astate
of nature. In order to make us more completely
welcome, a party of young Indians, on horseback,
“were dipatched to the savannah, to pick out some
of the best caltle, to.feast the whole tfown in
honour of our arrival. The feast was held in the
public square. The first course consisted of prime
joints, well barbecued ; and the second of bowls
and kettles of stewed fish and broth, with a very
disagreeable dish called tripe soup, made of the
paunch of the ox, cut and minced, and boiled
into thin soup;  but the aromatic herbs addel
as seasoning, were not sufficiently powerful to
disguise the want of cleanliness in. preparing this
dish. .

We are continually making: excursions during
our stay here, that we may lose no opportunity of
indulging our curiosity. 1 hear the trampling o

the
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the horses at the door, 'waiti'n_g“ {o carry us ;O'n’bﬁe
of these'jaunts. I wish you could be of owr party 5
but as that is impossible, I must bid you adieu.’

- ARTHUR MIDDLETON.

LETTER XYI.

Arthur Middieton to his: Brother Eduwin.

Pemécola, Hest Florida.
MY pEaR BRroTHER,

I CANNOT give you such a c]ear
account of our route through the. territories of the"
Siminole and Muskovee, or Creek Indlans, in the-
southern- part of Georgia, as if we had ' travelled °
from one post town to another, along a high road, -
in a cultivated country. We have passed tbrough
all the varicties of soil and surface that you can
* imagine—hill, dale, plain, and” for&t Sometimes -
we have traversed over extensxve savannahs,. that
maintain innumerable herds of déer, - cattle, .and -
Siminole horses, which ‘are of ‘a small breed, .but:
beauufully proportioned : they ‘enjoy their peréct*
liberty, “and approach to the stite of wild “hosses.
When it is intended to catch one of them, a domestic
horse, which is much_ nimbler, is used to overtake
and entangle them. * Every year, .as  they ‘come

Fo6. of:
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of age, a troop of them is sent to' Charlestown,
where they are sold to the highest bidder. At
other tives we have taken our course through an
enclosed country, covered with forests of such
&randeur, that those who have never seen them can
form no idea. Sometimes we have passed the
course of rivers, and wandered over swampy mea-
dows. Amongst the natural curiositics are those vast
circular sinks, seen in many places in the neigh-
bourhood of St. Juan’s river, which are situated
generally in the midst of rocks, and formed by an
extraordinafy eruption fiom the earth, or probably
from some mighty body of water, restrained in its
natutal course. A person who was present at the
formation of one of these receptacles of water, gave
rie the following account of the phenomenon. 4
tremendous rushing noise, like a hurricane or
ﬁrdné‘ér-stcirm', first alarmed him; and looking
ound, he saw the earth overflowed by torrents,
which rushed down a valley near the place. The
fnandation soon overwhelmed: the higher grounds.
When he had recovered from his surprise, he took
courage fo go to the place whence the terrific
sound’ piboéeded when he perceived a prodigious
foiiiitaini in this spot, rushing upwards, many fect
High, and’ Jelugmg the ground on all sides. It
continued to flow in {1is manner for several days,
forming a stream that discharged its waters into a
distant lake. It gradually ceased to overflow, and
at length confined 1tself within this bason, which y
is ¥
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is fifty yards across, and continues full nearly to the
verge, without once since overflowing its banks.
The water is clear and well tasted, and crowded
with fish, which satisfy the voracious appelite of a
large alligator, who reigns lord of the place.

The Siminoles are a division of the Creek nation.
They are scattered through an extensive range of
country in East and West Florida, which is ge-
nerally a fertile, well-watered level, being natu-
rally divided into thousands of islets, knolls, and
gentle emineuces, by innumerable rivers, lakes,
swamps, and ponds, which afford them secure
retreats from the sudden attacks of an enemy, and
supply them with fish and wild game in great
abuadance.

Huating is the principal occupation of the men.
With the hides of deer, bears, tigers, and weolves,
they purchase clothes and domestic utensils from
the traders. Their wants and desires are few, and
casily satisfied, as appears from the cheerfulness of
their countenances. 'The happiness that flows from
the enjoyment of thie natural affections between
husband and wife, parent and child, is-to be seen in
their cabins : nor are they insensible to the pleasures
of society, damcing being a favourite amusement,
accompanied with a simple sort of music.

On some occasions thcy love to decorate their
persons, A party of young warriors saluted us ene
day, as we were halting under a little grove of

j oranges and magnolias. They were all dressed and
painted
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painted very smartly, and wore silver chains and
ernaments ; their crests adorned, after the Siminole
mode, with waving plumes of feathers.

After we had taken eur departure from Taskawih,
we visited the town of Falabasockte, on the banks of
St. Juan, which is a remarkably clear stream, said
to take its- source inva great swamj?; -oine hundred -
miles north of this town. Here we were entertained
at the trading house ; and our companions unloaded
their pack-horscs, and exchanged' their goods for
deer-skins,. furs, dry fish, honey,. bees’ wax, bears’
oil, and some other natural productions..

These Indians have large, handsome cahces,
which thiey form-out of the trunks’of eypress trees,
Some of them conveniently accommodate from
tweoty: to thiity persons. They descend the river
in these canecs, on trading and- hunting expcuuons
on thesea coasts, and :sometimes extend their voyage
even as far as-Cuba. ‘A crew- of these adventurers
arrived, whilst we were there, . loaded ‘with a cargo
of coffée; sugar, tobacco, and spirituous liquers,
which cause the destruction of mamy of the Iadian
tribes ; for-having-once tasted rum, they. have no
longer the resolation to restrain themselves. A
drinking bout followed' the opening of this baneful
treasure ; quarrels-ensued, . and the pescefal ‘sceno
was changed to drunkenness, brawls, and confusion.

Our friend; -the trader,.had conctaded bis bar-
gains, and - we yere.glad to. withdraw from.such a

disgustiog

.
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disgusting picture of human nature in a state of
debasement. ,

In our way to the town of Apalachuela, near a
creek of excellext water, we found an encampment
of Indians. The men were out a hunting. The
women, willing to have’a peep at strangers, came
to the door of their tents, veiled in their mantle; bnt
when we paid our respects to them, showed their
faces with great modesty of behaviour,

Apalachuela is esteemcd the capital of the Creek:
confederacy, and sacred to peace, no captives being
ever put to death here.  When a general peace is
proposed, the deputics from the towns that form the
union, meet here to deliberate on the accomplish-
ment of the treaty.

The great Cowcta towm, twelve miles higher up
the river, on the contrary, is- called the blood y
town, because the Micas, chiefs, snd warriors asseme
ble there when a general war is propesed; and cap-
tives taken in war are put to death at that place.

Three days’ journey brought us to- Talassee, a
town on the Tallaposse river, which is the north-
eastern branch of the Adabama. or Mobile river.
Having passed over ar vast extent of level country,

varied by savannahs, gvoves where the sqnirrel
and cameleon spert amongst the trees, lone swarps,
and open pine: forests, watered by innumerable
rivulets and brooks, we altered our coursc towards
the south, and approached. the banks of the river,
where Indian towns and pIantahons enlivened our

road.
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road. - Talassee stands in a fruitfil plain, sheltered
by a ridge of swelling hills. The houses consist of
a wooden frame, ‘with plaistered walls, and roofs of
cypress bark : four of them compose one babitation,
and enclose an oblong square.

Having taken a fresh store of provisions, and
procured a guide tq set us in.the great trading path
for West Florida, we proeeeded, for eighteen miles,
through agrand ferest, frequently affording us a view
of Indian towns, and at night pitched our tcnt
under the shelter of a. venerable oak.. The first.part

“of our next day’s journey lay-across extensive grassy
plaihs, enamelled with a profusion of strawberries,
which allayed our thirst, and refreshed . us. inex-.
pressibly. To this.open country succeeded a forest,.
which in some parts: bordered the Alabama river..

For nine miles we rede through a continved:
grove of dog-wood frees, which being in bloom.
was really beautiful.. Wild forest scenes, varied at

times by.flowing rivalets and gentle lills, conducted-

us to the borders-of the Sclrambe, which we forded,

and pitching our tents on the opposite bank, enjoy--

ed a refreshing night's rest.. Low swampy eame

meadows presenied a-less agreeable landseape than-
the day before. As we approached the bay of:
Mobile, we passed high rocky cliffs, that indicated -
beds of rich iron ere. 'We lodged at Tacnsa,.
which is a pretty high bluff, or bank of sand. The

cvening was sultry hot. . About midnight we were

disturbed.
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disturbed by a tremendous thunder-storm. The air,
and earth were refreshed by the rain, and we bad
a pleasant ride to the city of Mobile, though it
scarcely deserves thit name. A féw Europeans, of
different nations, reside there, who carry oa a trade
with the lodians, From this place we proceeded
directly for Pensacola, which is delightfully situated
on gentle rising ascents, surrounding a spacious
harbour, ¢apable of containing a multitade of ships.
Several rivers run into this bay, but nope of them
are navigable for large vessels. The. governor’s
rsidence is a stone building, orhamented with a
tower built by the Spaniards. The tower is dex
fended by a fortress; and many of the inhabitants
have handsome,. convement houses. After our long
rambles, amongst savage tribes and a wild country,
we enjoy a few days’ repdse, amongst people of our
own-colour and babits, who treat us with the most
friendty hospxiaht]. Such a favourable opporta-
nity for writing I' would not neglect, believing
yon will be pleased to bear from your affectionate
brother,

ARTHUR MIDDLETON.




LETTER XVH. .

" “Bfr. Henry Franklin to Mrs Middleton.

P

_ et Pensacola,
M An.nr,

IT Is wxlﬁ pfeasurc I: assure you that your
son’s heaﬂh is im )rovcd by. travcllmg, and liis mind
cnlarged by assqcmtm«r with pe;sona, of d.lﬂ”erent
educauon and niodes of [lﬁ‘ ‘

- For some wecks our ume bas Deen’ s.pent very
much amonust the Indian tnbes Their habits differ
essentially from the Europeans, They are more tle
children of nature ; and being umenlightened by the
sacred traths of Chns'nmty, yle‘li)‘. in pnucnple, to
revengc and craelty whl,cb we IK:
subdie.” Our acquaintarice with this people is'yet
but slight; T can tlicrefore only ‘point out a few
leadm«r traits of their charagter, which, however,
may probably afford yoir'sorne amusement.

The Muskogees, which are probably the most
numerous tribe of any within the limits of the
United Stales, inhabit a hilly, but not a moun.
tainous country, abounding in creeks and rivulets,
whence they are often called Creek Indians. The
men are tall and well-shaped, their cpuntenance

e expressive
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expressive of magnaniaty and independence.. The
women, though delicately formed, arc very short;
but their features are often regularly beautiful,
particularly their eyes, which are large, black, and
languishing. Being very numerous, and exposed
{o their potent and declared enemy, the Chactaws,
they associate in large towns, which occasions great
scarcity of game, and obliges them to be vigilant
and industrious ; qualities that form their manners
to a dignified gravity, very conspicuous in the aged
people. “ ‘ :

Their hospitality may serve as an example to
nations that boast of being more civilized.  Ifan
Indian travels to a distant town, he enters the first
house upon which he fixes his eye, without cere-
mony, and says, I am come.” ¢ You are—it is
well,” replies the master or mistress of the housc;
and immediately the table is spread with the best
they have, and his-arrival welcomed with the soctal
pipe. When sufficiently refreshed, he rises, and
says, ‘I go.” ¢ You do,” istheanswer; and he
takes his departure without interruption. In-seve-
ral places we saw the vestiges of decayed Indian
towns, often accompanied by a meunt or terrace,
and neglected orchards of peaches and plams.
There are also barrows, or tombs of the dead, scat(-
tered in different- parts of the country. -We have
seen them of various sizes; some constructed of
earth, and some of loose stones. They are of such

amiqufy’,
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antiquity, that it camnet be aseerlained whether
they enclose the bones of thiose who' fell in a battle
fought on the spet, or whether they-are the remains
of persons who have died at different times and
places, colleeted tegether into one vast grave, con.
sistent with a_suppesed custom of these nations,
Another opinior is, that they bave beea general
scpulchres for towns, built near the place; but,
for whatever purpose they have been made, they
are highly venerated, and well known to the
Indians, as appears from their finding their way
through the most extensive forests exactly tq the
spot: here they remain some time, and vent their
sotrow in expressive lamentations.. Some of these
barrows bave been opened, and found to contain
human bones, of all sizes, thrown together without
the least order.or regalarity. They.are often covered
with trees, and.sarsounded with a sert of ditch,
whenac, probably, the earth was taken, of which
they are composed, My owa observations are not
sufficient to enable nre to define the peculiarities
of the Muskogees ; but I will give you my seni.
meats: as lo the general character of those Indians
I bavé seen. The love of glory is their predomic
naat passion, and stimulates the youwth to undergo
the greatest hardships, and face the greatest dangers
in.the cliace, in order to coavince their parents, and
the couacil of the nation, that they deserve to be
enrolled in the number of the warriors. The songs
athe women, the dance of the warriors, the sage

counsel
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cvunsel of the chicfs, the tales of the old, the
{riomphal entry of the warriors returning  with
success from the battle, and the respect paid to
those who distingaish themselves in war, animate
them with an ardent thirst for military fame. A
young hero, who has achicved any distingnished
exploit, bas ne occasion to pay his court to a young
woman to gain her affections : the girls pay court to
bim, and think it an honour to become the abject
of his choice. The same principle forbids a father
to show immoderate grief for a son slain in battle;
but their affections are as keen, and their sorrow as
great, as the civilized nations of Europe, when their
children are sick, or taken from them in the course
of mature.

Their.courage is not that kind only that is felt in
the heat of action; they know how to meet death
and suffer terture, without shrinking from either,
when the honour of their mation is concerned: as
is evinced by the unshaken fortitude with which
they bear the excruciating pains they suffer froin
their cnemies before they are put to death, when
taken captives. Revenge is a strong feature in their
character. They seem 4o consider it as a duty to
the friends who have been injured, to avenge their
cause. A dreadful instance of this once happened
toaSpanish governor of 8t. Augustine, whose son,
vith two of his friends, went on an ex pedition for
hunting and &ishing, in a smaHl bark, on the southern
coast of Florida. Attracted by the variety of game,

and
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amd the diversified  scenes of the country, they
imprudently ventured far beyond the Spanish fort,
* Just as they were entering a harbopr for the night,
they were overtaken by a band of Creeks, who car-
ricd them off to one of their towns. At that time
thete was a fierce war between the Spanidards and
the Indians. The innocent captives were condemn.
ed to be burnt. Some English traders, who had
snfluence with the Indians, interfered to save them,
both' by entreatics and the offer of a large ransom;
telling them that they were yeung men of high
rank, and one of them the governor’s son.

‘The reply of the chiefs, convened in council,
was as follows.

¢¢ Brothers and fricnds, we have been considering
this business concerning the captives; and that,
under the eyc and fear of the Great Spirit. You
knew that these people are our oruel enemics;
they save no lives of us red men, who fall into their
power. You say that the youth is the son of the
Spanish governer. We believe it, and are sorry
he has fallen iato our hantls; baut he is our enemy,
The two young men, his friends, are equally our
eocmies. We are serry to see them here; but we
know no differencc in their flesh ard blood. If
we save onc, we must save all three; but we
cannot do it. The red mea require their bleod, to
appease the spirits of their slain relations. They
have entrusted to us the guardianship of our laws

and rights. We cannot betray them. 'We have,
however,
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*howeves, a sacred power to extend mercy to a cer-

tain degree. A third is saved by lot. - The Great
Spirit allows us to put xt to that decision. He is
no respecter of persons.”’

The lots were cast, and the gevernor’s sen was
Dburnt. lq this instance. they seem to have beea
guided more by error in judgment than a bad
intention.

The followmg anecdote will afford a finc cxample
of their elaquenoe, and throw light on the spirit that
slimulates them to avenge their kindred. :

AIn the spring of 1774, a robbery and murder were
commilied on- the frontiers of Virginia, by two
Indians of the Shawance tribe. The neighbouring
wlu(es, accordmv to their custom, underteok to
punish this outrage by their own authority. Colonel
Cresap, a man infamous for the many murders he
had committed on those much-injured people, col-
lected a party, and procecded down the Kanhaway,
in quest of vengeance. Unfortunately, a canoe of
women and children, with one man only, was seca
coming from the oppesite shore, unarmed, and
unsuspecting a hestile attack from the whites.
Cresap and his followers concealed themselves
on the bank of the river, and the ‘moment the
canoe reached the shore, singled eut their- ebjects,
and at one fire killed every person in it. This
canoe happened to centain the family of Logan,
who had long been a. distinguished friend of the
whites. This unworthy return provoked his ven-

geance,
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geance. 1le accordingly signalized himself in Me
war which ensucd. o
- A decisive batlle was'foughti ih e ‘autdmn be.
tween the collected forces of the Endians and the
Virginians. The Indians were defeated, 'aﬂgl sued-for
peace. Logan, however, disdained’ to' be seen
amongst the suppliants.  Bat lest the sincerity of 3
treaty should be distrusted, from which such an
eminent chief absented himself; he caused the fol.
fowing pathetic speech to be delivered to Lornl
Dunmore, then governor of the proviace.

« | appeal to any white man-to say, if ever he
entered Logan’s cabin ‘hungry, and he gavt hin
ot meat; if ever he carne cold and naked, and he
clothed him hot. During the course of the las
fong and bloody war, Logan remained idle in his
cabin, an advocate for peace. ‘Such was my love
for the whites, that my countrymen pointed
they passed, and said, Logan is the friend of white
men.” T had even thought to have lived with you,
But for the injuries of onc man. Cotonel Cresap,
the last spring, in cold blood, and unprovoked,
murdered all the relations of Logan, not spariag
even my women and children. There runs not a
drop of my bleod in the veins of any living crex
tare. . This called on me for revenge. I havw
sought it—I have killed many—I have fully
glutted my vengeance. For my couhtry, I rejoice
at the beams of peace. But do not harbour a thought
that mine is the joy of fear. - Eogan never felt fear.

He

2
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He will not turn on his heel to save his life, Who
‘is there to mourn for Logan? Not one,”

They are as warm in friendship as they are keen-
in vengeance, as I will show by the relation of
another fact. . ' ;

Colonel Byrd was sent to the Cherokee nation,
to transact some business with them. It happened.
that some of the borderers had Jjust killed one or
two of that nation. It was therefore proposed in the-
counsel of the Cherokees that Colonel Byrd should.
be put to death, in revenge for the loss of their:
countrymen.  Among them was a chief called:
Silouée, who, on some former occasion, had con-
tracted an acquaintance and friendshig with Colonel
Byrd. He came to him every night in his tent,
and told hin not to be afraid, they should not kilk
him.  After many days’ deliberation, however,:
the determination was, contrary to Siloude’s ex-
pectation, that Byrd should be put to death; and-
some warriors were dispatched as executioners.
Silouée attended them, and when they entered the
tent, be threw himself between them. and Byrd,:
and said to the warriors, ¢ This man is my friend ;
before you get at him, you must kill me.” QOn
which they returned; and the council respected:
the principle so much as to recede from their detere.

<

mination, . -

Their government is a kind of confederaey,
united under the conduct of one chief. Every town
family has a peculiar chief, who is distinguished

~ G by
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by a particulartitle, and whom the-whites commonly
call Sachém. 'The several towns or families that
comyjose a tribe, have a chief who presides over.i(;
and: the'several tribes campusing a nation bave 5
chicf, “who is the supreme ruler of the whole,
These chiefs are generally men advanced in years,
and- distinguished by their wisdom in council,
The chiefs of the towns scttle the private affairs of
their neighbours. The appointment of warriors,
and: settling differences between townships and
families, are regulated-at a council of the chicfs
from tlie several towns; and making war,, con.
cluding peace, or forming alliances with the neigh.
‘bousing nations, are the subjects of deliberation in
the national council, attended by the principal
warriors and chiefs from the towns, who are coun-
sellors to the chief of the nation.

Ir every towa there is a conncil-hoase. Every
tribe has a fixed place for the transaction of the
public basiness belonging to it ; and in every nation
. there.is the council-house, where consultations are
held on the affairs of the state.

Tlieir religious ideas are confused with strange
superstitions and absurd fables. 'They believe in
the - superintending providence of a Supreme
Being, whom they adore under . the ftitle of the
Great Spirit, or Lord of the Universe. Him they"
inveke for protection at home, and assistance in

- war; and bonour him by feasts, i order to procure
' favourable
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favourable seasons for hunting: These feaity ars
annually held in winter, on returning from' thie
chase; when choicé carcdsés aré presented, and
sometimes & white dog- is sacrificed.  They repeat
these ceremonies in spring, before the seed is put
into the ground ; and after harvest, when they have
gathercd the produce. They believe also in the ex-
istence of inferior deities; especially two, of whom
they relaic a strange allegory, representing the good
and evil principles. According to their tradition,
the good being, to whom tley givea very hard In-
dian name*, had a twin brother ¥, of an opposite
disposition, under which they represent evil.  Ttheir
grandmother, say'tiey, was cast down- from hea-
ven, when she was with child of their’ mother, and
falling on the back of a great turtle, began to
form the carth. "W hen the (wo brothers grew up,
the evil one ever endeavoured to frustrate the
good intentions of his beneficent brother. At
last they fought, and the earth shook at the combat,
They passed over the continent of America; and
according to their different 'ag'itaﬁons.and tones of
voice, the mations who afterwards were produced’
spoke different ‘languages. Such is their histofy
of the creation; and though' very absurd, nof
more so than’'some of the fablés of the' nativés of
Indoostan:* When comparéd' with all ‘Gthersys:’
tems, how does the Mosaic account of thic’ saiis’

* Tcharonghyawagon. + Tawiskaron,
G2 great
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great event rise in sublimity ! But my observations

" on this subject, to you, are needlcss.

1 am, most respectfully, your’s,
HENRY FRANKLIN.

LETTER XVIIIL.

~ From ﬁrthur Middleton to his Brother.

- Nashodlle.
Dear Epwiy,

AFTER a few days’ rest at Pensacola,
Mr. Franklin, whose mind is ever active, became
impatient to pursue the object be had "undertaken,
and I was ready to follow him. We therefore
took our departure in a boat, weil stored, by the
kindness of our frinds, with every tlxilng we could
want; and keeping near the coast, upon which we
observed several farms and planlalions; proceeded
{o Pearl river. 'We landed on a small island of the
same name: in the middle it rises to some height,
but is nearly begirt with salt marshes, except a pro-
montory, composed of white clam shells and sand.
"W e embarked again,and were presently put ashore
opposite to New Orleans, which we reached on
foot, having disposed of our horses at Pensacola.
New Orleans is the capital of Louisiana, and stands

on the east side of the Mississippi. A few ycars
N . ago
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ago it was almost destroyed by a dreadful fire ; but
its advantages for trade are so great, that it is res
building very fast, ‘and is likely to become the
grand mart for the natural productions of the fers
tile and extensive country that borders the Missis-
sippi and the Ohio. Many of the inhabitants
heing ill of a pestilential fever, we decamped in
baste, and having hired a boat, proceeded along -
the Mississippi to Mdnclnc During our row, we
’had leisure to admire this noble stream, which
deserves the title of the Great Father of Rivers, that
being the meaning of the word Mississippi. Every
object that belongs to it bears the stamp o: sublime
grandeur.  The banks rise high one ajove ano-
ther, and are clothed with majestic trees. At
Manchac the shores are fifty feet above the sur-
face of the river; but even -these are overflowed:
in the spring by sudden inundations. We saw at
an Indian village, a few miles from the town, ma-
nufactares of earthen-ware and "pretty basketss'
some of the latter we purchased. “In our way back
o our quarlers, we passed a charming garden,
glowing with fine ﬂowers, particularly the fragrant
tuberose, which gl’OWS here in the opén air to great‘
perfection. ’ :

The candleberry rmyrtle, or wax-tree, is common'
in these parts. It is a beautiful evergreen, that
grows on wet, sandy ground, and prodnces great-
numbers- of largé, round berries, which are covered:

G3 ‘ with
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Wik 2 coat of a waxy sybstance, prefesred by ihe
inhabitants to bees’ wax, for candles. -

We suﬂ'ergd greatly from the stings of musqui.
toes, in ous passage from Manchac to ihe Natches,
a settlement that is often callel the Mississippi
xerritor; Though the climate is very unwholesone,
9au§mg mtcr;mu,ma' )fevcrs in the summer and au.

% gcgqn_nt u.f ghe proﬁmhh, culture of the long-
woolled cotton, a plant that succeeds admirably in
that soxl,.

Hm,,“e were again obhged to procure hoyses,
and join a party of traders who were going to
Nashvjlle. Except a few villages Delonging to
the Chicasaw Indians, there was no prospect of
seeing a town, or the traces of a human habitation,
for six-hundred miles. Our company, of course,
were ynder the necessity of loading a sufficient
number of pack-horses with provisioss for this
dreary jourpey, not dazing to rely on game and
fish only, which we sometimes obtained on our
way. Without attempting to weary you with the
particylars of every day, I shall only say, that for
nearly five hygdred wiles we traversed a sandy,
level country, partly covered with pines, which
would baye been insuffcrably tedipus, but for the
eper-entertpining canversation, and uginterrupted
kindness of Mr. Frapklin, whose conduct daily

increases my esteem pnd aitachwent 1o him.
: As
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As we approached the side of the Tenessee,
the country became extremcly rich and fertile, and
perhaps appeared with greater adlvantageto us, from
the contrast to that we had just left. We were con-
ducted through this extensive wilderness by a mere -
path; but the federal government of the United
States is forming a broad road, with secure bridges
over the small rivers that interrupt it, which will
enable future travellers to go in a carriage from
Boston toe New Orleans, a distance of two thousand
niles.

Nashville is the principal town in this part of
Tenessce, and is built on a bare rock, on the river
Camberland, the banks of which are formed of a
mass of brimstone, full sixty feet in height. The
houses are scattered about in an irregular manner,’
and, cxcept a very few of brick, are made with
plavks. Here are several stores or shops for goods
of different kinds ; but they are dear, and indifferent-
ly sapplicd. Though it stands close to the side of
ariver, the inhabitants find it difficult to procure
waler, as there are no springs to be found near it.

You will easily believe that the forests prodace
different species of trees, according to the nature
of the soil; consequently 1 have lately observed

some that I have not mentioned in my former

letters, particularly the cherry tree; white walnut 3
back eye ; white, black, and blue ash; ackberfy;
slippery elm ; black jack oak; coffee tree; honey
locust; and the papaw, which bears a fruit as large
853 hen’s egg.  The white aad yellow tuli ree, .

G4 (distifiguithed
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(distinguished only by the colour of the timber,)
and the cacumber tree, are often eighteen feet in
circumference ; and the planes attain a still greater,
size.

Ginseng is a plant that is found in America, from
Lower Canada to Georgia. It grows on the decli.
vities of mountains, iv coolyshady places, and in the
richest soil.  We were told by a person who deals
" in ity that it was tirst discovered in Canada, by a-
French missionary. As it was known to be highly
valuable to the Chinese, who procure it trom the
Tartars, it becane an article of commerce t\'ith

China, and for a short time was sold for its weightin

gold, but soon fell in price, from its being badly
preparcd.  'Thic hunters collect the roots, which is
the part used chicly for medicine, and seil them,

when dry, to the inland merchants, who supply
those in the sca-pmts for.exportation.  The Chinese
bave a method ot making these roots in some degree
_transparent, which greatly eahances the value
Some Americans have learned this art, bat they

keep it a secret.
. Formerly there were clks and bisons in the coun-
try of Kentucky, but since the settlenent of the
Europeans they are no longer to be found. Troops
af one or two hundred were scen feeding together,
and they were so tame as not to fear the ‘hunters,
who frequently killed them for the sake of the
tongue only, which is estccmed a dainty. Fear
and want of food have driven them to the banks of
: the
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the Mississippi. The most common wild animals

int i country no- nre'deer.be ' w 'ves, fixes,

wild cats, raccoons, o0 sums, and several kinds of |
squirrels. '

The raccoon is verv des‘rictive in the maize
fields. It climbs up th- stem , breaks them down,
and gnaws the ears. The farmers hunt it with
dogs in the night, for it generally lies concealed
during the'day. The planters have most enmity
against the squirrels, whi-h make great havoc
amongst the wheat.  Scveral times a day the chil--
dren are sent round the ficlds to scare them from the
com. At the lcast noise they run off by dozens,
and take refuge in the trees, where they hide till
they have a safe opportunity of returning to-the:
spoil.  These animals, like the bears, change their
situation with the scason, and at the approach of
winter appear in such maultitudes in- Kentucky,.
that the farmers are obliged to uaite to hunt them.
I have been invited to one of these great hunting:
matches. The hunters divided into pairs, many of:
which killed thirty or forty squirrels; but had.
dhey not had a partner, they would scarcely have
killec! one, -because these cunning litlle creatures:
lsy themselves along the trunk-of the tree which.
they have climbed, and turn about so dexterously,
as always to keep the tree between them and the
hanter. A dinner was provided for us in the:
wood, and upwards of sixty poor squgs wera:
. : . G5 roasted 3 ;
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voasted : and delicate white meat they are, and eat
belter roasted than apy other mode of cooking
. them. . 7

Sincerely hoping you may never have a worse
dinger than a roasted squirrel, I putan.end to this
long epistle, which I hope will afford you and my
sisters some amusement.

ARTHUR MIDDLETON,

L2

————r T ————

LRITER XIX.
Mr. Henry Franklin to Edwin JlIiﬂlgton.

Knoxrille,
"My prar Enwix,

As I know yonr.desire of enriching your
mind with useful knowledge, [ endeavour to collect.
such informatipn as shall add to your stock, and at.
the same time afford- you some amusement.

The state of Tenessee, pait of which we crossed
in our way. hither, bad no. white settlements in it
before. the. year 1780, nor. did. the emigrants fix

” there in considerable numbers tilk nine years-after-
wards. The Cherokees barassed: them on all oc-
casions, and.obliged them to carry on.a flerce. war,
till, overcome. by, superior force, they were com-
pelled to.yield to a peace, and confine themsclves

fo
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to the southward of this province, which fies
between their territories and the ncw state of
Kentucky. ) : .

Before this country was admitted into the Union,
it formed a part of North Carolina. Its two prin-
cipal rivers are the Cumberland and the Tenessee,
which are separated by the Cumberland Mountains,
and both fall into the Ohio. The Cumberland
Ridge runs obliquely through the state, and divides
itinto two parts, distifizuished by the names of East
and West Tenessce. The district on the western
side of the mountains, is twice as large as that on
the other, and is very fertile, as appears from the
vast size of the trees. Most of the smaller rivers
lose their waters in the Cumberland, and are nearly
dry in summer, which, it is feared, will cause a
scarcity of water, when the country shall become
more populous.  Fhe people may, however, find a:
resource in the large brooks, or creeks, that are
never dry, which issue in many places from deep-
caverns at the bottom of the low hills. As the
water rushes from its subterraneous bed, it is some-
times attended by a current of air, so strong that F
have seen it extinguish a light.

The mildness of the climate, fertility of the soll
and the certainty of acquiring a comfortable sub-
sistence, draw multitades of emigrants from the old’
states hither.

Cotton is the staple commodity by which t'hey
eitich themselves. Those who have no negroes

G6 cultivate
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cultivate it with the plough, taking care to keep it
well weeded and hoed ; but if they can afford to pur.

chase slaves, it is planted on parallel ridges, twelve

or fifteen feet high, made with.the hoe. Spinning
the cotton employs thc women and children. }
one day stopped at a house to get a draught of
milk, where the mistress had just rcceived a prize
of ten piastres from the legislature of the state, for
producing the best picce of manufactured cotton,
The wealthy encourage thiserivalship amongst the
women, by wearing calicoes made in the country,

Those emigrants who are not able to purchase
lands, hire them for eight or ten bushels of maize,
for every acre they clear; and, by their bargain,
they are obliged to build a log-housc on the farm,

Many churches are not yet built in Tenessec: to
supply the deficiency, it is common for the people
to meet in the woods of a Sunday, to hear a discourse
from sowe itincrant preacher.

East Tenessce lies between the highest part of the
Allegany and the Cumberland Mountains, and is
watered by a great number of small rivers, that
descend from them, and cross it in all directions. It
is a hilly country, and not very fertile,and produces,
principally, pines and oaks, of different species ; one
of these is called the over-cup white oak, the acorns
of which are as large as an egg.

* Maize, or Indian corn, is much cultivated lLere,
but it does not grow to such perfection as on the
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western side of the mountains, where it reaches to
the heurl)t of cleven fect; and the ears are often
nine or ten inches long, and thick in proportion.
Numerous herds of cattle arc reared by the farmers,
who send them four or five hundreld miles, to the
towns on the sea coast. Though these animals are
very wild, from living in the woods, and have a
number of rivers to cross, and uncultivated forests
to traverse, yet very few of them are lost in the
journey.

Not being satisfied with the general account I had
received of East Tenessee, I determined to direct our.
course that way. We advanced through beautiful
forests, and were frequently entertained by the
owners of plantations, “thickly scattered on the bor-
ders of the'road, though always sequestered in the
midst of woods.  The inhabitants live in good log-
houses; most of them are assisted by negroes, and
emjoy pleuty with content.

We observed a stone house belenging to General
Winchester, much superior in elegance to most of
the dwellings in the country. In order to finish it
completely, carpenters were had from Baltimore, at-
nearly seven hundred miles distance. We halted
at Fort Blount, which was erected to defend the
fist emigrants against the Indians, who opposed.
their settlement ; but being no longer necessary, the
fortifications are destroyed. Roaring River, one of
the branches of the Cumberland, receives its. name.
tom the confused noise occasioued by the falls of

the
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the water; over tire sudden deptessions of its bed,
which is formed of large, flat stoncs, close to each
other. These falls are six, eight, or ten feet in
beight, and follow ove another so closely, that they
may be compared to a vast flighit of steps.: Large
round stones, five o six fect across, tie in the middle
of the river; but it is not possible to say how they
came there. '

The right bank rises in some places toa hundred
feet, and is overtopped by projecting rocks,-in some
paﬂs‘covered with a kind of white moss, résembling
v |
~_The prospects are rendered still more romantic,

by a number of magnificent cascades, formed by
large rivulets, whick, after meandering throngh the
forests, fall over the shores of Roaring River, and
are lost axvidstits waters.  The rocks are covered
with woes, which forms'a verdant carpet, beneath
the rich flowering trces and shrubs that grow her
in great variety.

On the banks of this river ave severat caverns, that
produce alum of so pure a quality, that the inhabite
ants wse it in dyeing, and export it to Kentacky.

Having supplied ourselves with' provisions, we
entered tive monntainous territory of the Cherokees.
At midnight we cncamped near 3 small river,
where there-was plenty of"grdss, and’ after baving
made-a firey. lay: down im oor blankets, watchiog
ous homes by-turnsy wilk Sancho, lest the Indians

1
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 should steal them, which they are very apt to do,
without the strictest precaution. :

In the morniog we packed up ous baggage, and
met sevesal flocks of wild turkeys, forty or fifly in
acompany. A party of Indians, who were seeking
for summer grapes and chinguapins, a well-tasted
small species. of chesnut, crossed our road, and in
exchange for some of their fruit, received a conple
of loaves of bread, which to them isa great laxory ;
their common food being chiefly deer’s flesh
roasted. ‘

Small boards, painted black, are nailed against
the trees, to show travellers how far they have gone;
after passing two of.these, since our traffic with the
Indians, we saw a carriage full of wealthy emigrants,
followed by their negroes on foot, At the confluence
of the rivers Clinch and Holston, we passed a
pallisaded fort, built on a high bill, calked West
Point. About a mile beyond it, the road goes.
through Kingstown, composed of neasly forty log-
houses. In the. evening. we. reached Knoxville,
which is-the seat of government of the state of
Tenesseo. It is bat a small town, built almost
antirely of wpod; and: has. no manufactures but that
of tanning: leather.: there is, however, some trade,
and the stores are better farnished than. those. at
Nusheille,. = - ‘

The traders obtain. goode from Philadelphia. by:
laad, which is distant six hundred ang:forty. miless
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and they send flour, cotton, and lime, by the river
Menessce, and New Orleans, which is as far. -

A merchant, who is now setting off for Phila.
delphia, will take this letter, and forward it to Eng.
land by the first vessel that sails for that. port.’

I am your very affectiouate friend,

HENRY FRANKLIN. |

PRS-
LETTER XX.

Arthur Middleton to his Brother Edwin.

Morgantouwn,
Dear Epwin,

THE love of variety supports me under the
fatigues and hardships we are often obliged to suffer
in passing through uninhabited or savage districs;.
and I console myself when I have no other bed that
{be hard ground, that when I rcturn to my native
country, the meanest accommodations will satisfy
me, nay, will appear luxurious, in comparison with:
those I have often been giad to procure amongst the
wilds we bave traversed. S

‘We have lately passed through the territory of
the Chérokee Indians: they are a warlike people,
and -vigorously resisted, the -intrusion of the fint
settlers. Their stature is above the middle siz,

and
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and they are plumper than might be expected, from
the long fasts they often endure, whilst pursuing
the wild animals in the woods, which is their chief
sustenance ; though for some years past they have
followed the example of the white settlers, th culti-
vating their lands. Some of them have good planta-
tions, and negroes to labour for them. It is impossible
toimagine any set of men more free and independent
than these savage tribes, and their contempt for'a
slave equals their love of ‘liberty ; consequently,
they despise the poor negrocs still more than the
white people do, though they are willing to employ
them. )
The men commonly wear a shirt, wh'ch they
lave loose ; and a piece of blue cloth passed beneath
their legs, and fastene:l behind ~n:l before to their
girdle, which serves them for brecches. They cover
their legs and feet with gaiters, and shoes or socks,
made of prepared deer-skin. -A tuft of hair is left
on the lop of their heads, formed into several tresses,
which hang down the sides of their faces ; and very
frequeatly the ends are decorated with feathers, or
small pipes of silver. A great many of (hem make
boles through the gristle of the nose, to put rings
into; and when they are very young, cut their
ars, and make them grow to a great length by
hanging pieces of lead to them. They paint their
faces red, blue, or black, which disfigures them
very much, _ o
In many respects the women dress like the men :
they
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they wear a man’s shirt, and shord petticoé:\'wiﬂ,

socks and gaiters of deer’s skin. . They let all their

hair,grow, which, like that of the men, is of a jet

black, but they do not pierce the nose ‘ot cut the
ears.

In winter, both men and women defend them.
selves from the cold by a woollen, blanket wrapped
round their shoulders. A blanket is an essential part
of their baggage, and they always carry one with
them. The federal government encourages them to
be irklustrious, by furnishing them with implements
for agriculture, and tools for handicraft trades,
Sone of the women have learned to spin, and weave
eatton cloth.

At a store near Fort Blount, we saw a great
number of these people, who had brought ginseng,
and theskins of bears, deer, and otters, to exchange
for coarse stuffs, knives, hatchets, and other articles.
Tlicir intercourse with the white people has altered
their manners, in a small degree, as we were told by
a very aged chief, whom we saw in one of ther
towns. He said, that when he was a young man,
* they had no iron hatchets, pots, hoes, knivey,
Fazors, or guus; but that they then made use of
their own stone axes, clay pots, flint knives, and
bows and arrows: and that he was the first man
" who brought these articles from the whites, haying
walked with a load of them on his back sevenl
hundred miles. It was delightful to see the vene.
ration and respect that was paid to tiis white

headed,
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headed, blind 0ld man, for .he had dost his sight
from greatage. .One morning his attendants had
led him to the conncil Bie, in the centre of the
public square, witen he .addressed the people in the
following words : _

“ BROTAERS AND FRIENDS,

¢ You yet lave me; -what can I now do to
werit your regard?  Nothing. I am good for
pothing. [ eannot see to shoot the buek, or huat up
the sturdy bear. [ koow I am but a burthen to
you: I have lived long enough; now Jlet sny spirit
go. I waut to sce the wasriars of v youth, in the
country of spirits. [Hese is the balchet, (Jaying
bare his breast,) take-it, and strike.” «

The square resounded with ome united voice,
“Wewill not; wecaanat. We want you in our
councils.” - ‘Fhe oll chief seemed affected at the
regard of his countrymen, and indeed I am uot
sshamed to say, I could not restrain my tears,

For some miles heyond Knoxville, the land was
peor and steny, piodueing-a great mumber of chin-
qupin oaks, not above a ‘yard high, but so leaded
With acorns, that they were bent to the ground.

The sorsel toee is commen in this country; it
grows to a great height, and is adorned with clegant -
bunches of white flowers.

We had eomfortable quatters, one mght at ﬂle
house of a farmer, whove log-house was divided’
falo two apartments; a luxury not very common

: in
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in this neighbourhood. Some very fine appleSrees
were planted round the house; bésides an ‘orchard
for peaches, which are preferred for the sake of the
brandy they make from them. Here weé saw twg
families who were going to scttle in Tenessee They
looked poor, were very ragged, and were fo“owed
by their chililren, barefooted and ia theit shirts.

Riches, in the western country, do not consist iy
money, as with us; but in the abundance of cor
and other necessary provision, which the industrious
raise for themselves.,

Westopped at the iron-works, about ﬂnrty\ miles
beyond Knoxville. The iron obtained from them s
said to be of an excellent kind. Small rock crystals,
of the most beautiful transparency, are found in
abundance in this part of the country. I did not fa
to collect same of the finest of them for my sister,
hoping #o enrich their cabinet with m'my valuable
curionitics when 1 retarn. )

We lxiged at Grenville, a small town of abont
forty log-houses; and passing over a country rather
hilly, reached Jonesborough to dinner, the next day,
It is the last town in Tenessec: the houses are buil
with planks. W hilst dinner wasprepa.rmg, I read
the newspaper, whwh is publlshod here’ once 3
week.

Our jeurney from thls place to Morgantown, in
North Carolina, was across the Allegany Ridge, o
which I must: give -you some account. - In Penne
sylvania. and Virginia: this chain. of- monntams
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.appears_like high ridges, nearly parallel to each
other, -enclosing narrow. valleys ; "and if the space
between -them. extends, to a considerable distance,
it is ﬁlled wuh a maltitude of unconnected hills ; -
but here, on the confines of North Carolina and
Tenessee, they rise singly to a great height, being
joined- together only at the base. They differ in
size, and are distinguished by peculiar names. The
great Father Mountaia is in the first rank ; then the
Iron Mountain, the Black Mountain, the Tabie
Mountain, and the Yecllow Mountain, wbich is the
ouly one that is frec from trees at the summit: we
clambered to the highest points of it, and saw:
from thence all those. I have named, and a vast
exteut of mountainous country. The northern-
sids of these mountains are sometimes entirely
clothed with the calico tree, the tlowers of which
are most beautiful,

New settlers are continnally fixing their abode
on the declivities of these hills, attracted by the
bealthiness of the situation, the goodness of the
watery; and the quantities of wild peas, for feeding
cattle, that overrun the ground in the largé woods.

A species of salamander, or water eft, two feet
long, is found in the torrents, called here the alli-
gator of the mountains, :
. The inhabitants, of this rude district are very

pert in the chage. . In autumn they pursue the

ears with scrongdogs, which, without approach<
ng theae .unwicldy,creatures, tease and aggravate

oy tm:m’
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thern, tHl they foroe tieny o ditd e trée; whee i all

they are-shat by the huntetst Phebedr s'a very [l ibe

. profitable aginral to'these peopte..  THey prefer the i
- fleshy: asvme;mom‘wliulesome' and ‘agreeable of any
Kind of meats 'Fhe hind:legy ave midde iatd hans,
the fiat is used instead of oil, and (I skin' bring
some moneyiinto their'purse. Fhey fatted in winter
roots, acornsy and chesndtsy atid- in the
soutliern countries, phander the' ofangt groves of
their frait. If driven by hunget; they falk upou the

pigs; and sometimes; from netessity, attack men

Thick fogs: prevail inthe‘palhg’s,-and rendet them
very cold. The track-tha{ we ‘pursted was ofter
distinguished with:difficulty ; and as we travelle
many milcs without seemg a single house, ' we wer
abliged 10 rely wpon our memory in observing large
rocks, dr remarkable trees; whicly had been named

"{o us, as tokens that we had not:lost our road:

- Sancho was compelled 1o carry a hratchet, to clea
the: way through forests of rhododendrons, eighteen
ot twenty ‘feet higl, the'branches of ‘which were s
interwoven, tlat witheut this precaution,” we couldy
not force a: passage:

In setne parts; the descent was so’steep, w
could scarcely sit upon’ dar- hiorses; bat: forimd it
pradent to get off and lead thew. - Oftén- we had
toIrents’ to ‘cross;- the” botidinsof which' ‘were o
vered whth: loowe flintss -and lin Sthier plicss,
e storner lay wertse ' (hé: Toath" andréndered " oif
journey. veryfutizadgs - However; weé shritfoumbd
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all;these diféoulties; passed the Blue Ridges, aod
the Mountains.of: Linneville, which are not quite so
highy bul.the path is steeper and -more-dificult to
ascend ; and at length arrived.at Morgantown, a
small place, consisting of plank houses, inhabited
by working: people. There is only one store, that

sapplies all the countsy for five and twenty miles
rosnd, with English- mercery and haberilashery ;
which,. when they.have a scarcity of money, they
purchase with- smoked hams, barrelled butter, tak
low, skins, or ginseng, 1send this letter by a person
going to Charlestown, which is-two hundred and
dghty-five miles distant. With love to my mother
and sisters, believe mre always yours,

ARTHUR MIDDLETON,

LETTER XXI.

Mr. Henry Franklin to Edwin Middleton.

’ Lexington.
My.pEAR YOUNG FRIEND,

"IN our way from Morgantown hithér, we

have taken & circuitous direction throngh a: const--
erable part of -Kentueky; which qualifics me to-
pive some accouns: of  this: newly: settled ‘proviiice.-
Some
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Some Virginia hunters discovered it about the yeq
1770, and gave such a favourable report of (he
country, that others were in a lew years induced to
form settlements there.

This extensive territory was not inhabited by any
1udian nation: they only came there {o hunt; by
so tenacious arc they of their rights,-that they
resisted the establishment of the white people, by
destroying all who were not defended by numbers;
which gave it the name of Kentucky, or the Land
of Blood. After many of the first emigrants had
been put to death, according to the Indian custom,
by the most cruel torfures, they no longer emigrated
by single farilies, but united in such multitudes that
bore down gll opposi(ion‘: in some years twenty
thousand persons have fixed themselves there, which
has raised the price of land, and occasioned much
hapesition in the sale of it.

The river Ohio bounds this state on the north and
west for above scven hundred miles.  Virginia lies
on the east side of it, and Tenessee to thesouth. It
is neither.mountainous nor level ; and its pfincipal

_minerals are limestones and coal.

. Its most considerable rivers are the Kentucky
and Green, which, after running about three huo-
dred miles, fall into the Ohio. The size of thes
streams, and the rest in this country, diffec much
according to the season: in suromer, many of then
may be crossed on foot, which in winter swell to

a considerable breadth; a circumstance that puts
the
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ﬂ.emhabmts, An. mny places, togreut dxﬁcnlty .

indry weatheer, fro:n want of water.

. The Barrens, or meadaws.of; Kentuckg, extend
pearly sixty miles on all sides, and are bounded by
woods: from their name; I expected to pass a dry,
sandy plain, void of herbage, but was agrecably
surprised to. sce them covered- with grass, inter-
mixed with flowering plants. ., Compared with the
forests and cultivated country, it was an uninterest-
ing scene; as, except a great number of partridges,
scarcely any thing alive is to be heard or seen. We
observed mamy subterrancous-caverns, very. near the
surface of these barrens, and were often glad te
qnench our thirst at a small mcklmg stream of
“water, in the sides of broken holes of the shape of
a funnel, rather common here, and which, are never
dry. The owners of the few plantaiions on these
barrens, lead a mest solitary life. A woman,,
where I stopped for refreshment, told e, that for
eighteen months she had not seen any person but
her own family, which consisted of a husband and
two children. 'The luxuriant herbaa'e of these
meadows is burnt every year, that the cattle may
be able to get at the new grass be.neath it. They
bresented so little _vagiety, that both ef us were
glad to get. into-a more mhablted couptr_y., Most
of the -people bave emxgrated from the remofe

arts of Virginia; and the: generahty, especxally

mongst .the lower orders, retain the faults. for
bich they are dxsqumshed. Gammg, a 1ove of:
' H i spmtuous
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sequence of inwﬁcﬁtﬁh;’:}'ﬂe"‘ﬁﬁtr"gﬁ& comaon
amongst ‘thetn, They are sty inquisitive, and
tease a stranger With a muftitude -of " questions,
. Whence did you come?—whete are ybu‘going '—
what is your name?—where do you Tive?—and
why do yon travel?—arc (o be answered wherever
you stop, till the tepeﬁﬁbn"bcéoines truly tire
.gome. o
As schools are -established wherever ‘the popt-
Jation 4s sufficiently numerous to support them,
there ave grounds to hope that the morals .df the
risiog generation wilt be superior to those -of their
ancestors, whose .care to ~provide immediate sup.
absorbed their principal attention. Tobaceo,
_arc-cultivated with suceess; but
{he cold often sets in too early to suffer the cotton
plant to ripen. :Peaches are the fruit most cultivated;
tliough; probably, .other kinds would thrive. Pigs
e turned into ‘the peach orchards a little while
‘before the it is ripe, that they may feast upo
he wind-falls. Jmmense quantities of peaches are
distilled into brandy : a great deal of this intozi-
cating liguor is drunk, -and the rest is exportel.
_ Horses ard cattle .are ptincipal articles -of .con-
merce in Kentucky . and salt i§ #bsolately mece
sary to fatten them.s *in ‘gl the western states, it i
mixed witls their food, and is an allatemént 0
them to retum from the
WWild tutkeys are humerous, ind, i
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bited parts, sotame as<o be easily shot. Tn autowm
and winter they feed chiefly upon acorns and ches-
nots. - They inhabit the sides of rivers, and perch
upon the tops of the bighest trees. - .
- One of the peculiar beauties of this country s the
perpetual foliage of the trecs, which coatinues ynim-
paired, even in the depth of winter, theugh a cen-
siderable degree of eold is fol, - ,

We did not pass many towns. Hareod’s Burgh .
may serve for a specimen.of the rest:-it is merely a
small group of plank houses, Near it lives General
Adair, whese large, convenient house, retinue of
black servants, and equipage, mark him for a man
of consequence; but these distinctions are not very
usual in America, less respect being paid te rank
than in any country I was ever in before,

I write this frem Lexington, which is sitaated in
the middle of a spot ef cleared land, surreunded
with woods, like all the other inferior towns of the
‘United States, which are net near the sea. {1t is built
on a regular plan, with broad streets intersecting
each other. -Most of the houses are brick. Though
Franckfort is the seat of gevernment of Kentucky,
Lexington is the mest considerable town in the pro-
vince. There are but few manufactures, agriculture
being the favourite pursuit. We visited, however,
Wo printing offices, each of which issaes a news.
paper; a rope work ; a tannery; a nail manufactory;
and, in the neighbourhood, a pettery and a gun-
powder mill, .

He Lest
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wdest. I should. fatigue your attention with ioe
many objects, I will conclude, after desiring to be
remembered, in the most affectionate manaer, to my
brother and your family.

SRS . " H.FRANKLIN,
R e

LETTER XXII.

N

Arthui Middleton to his Brother Eduwin.

Pittsburgh,
My pear BROTHER, :

WHEN I have nothing to communicate
but the departure from one town, and arrival at
another, without any thing new or interesting to say,
I defer the task of wriling as long as I can, lest,
instead of receiving my letters with pleasure, yox
should break open the seal with reluctance, except
for the sake of hearing that I am well.

A voyage on the Ohio will, I hope, afford yoa
enterlainment in the relation, as it did me in
After leaving Lexington, we passed through the
small town of Paris, agreeably situated in a plain
of considerable extent, and watered by a stream
that turns several corn mills.  Millesburgh is ano-
ther town, of no great sizc, that lay in our road;
~ ) beyond
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* Beyond'it the cotintry bore a diy, sandy appedranee,
and the trees stunted in their growth, which ‘Mr:
Franklin attributed to the salt mines, with which )
it abounds. 'We stopped-to-observe the process of
some salt-works, established near'some pits ‘of salt
water at Mays-Eick. There'are a: great' many salt .
springs, botlk in tliis neighbourhood and”orr the
banks of.the Ohio, which: the people call licks,
because the elks, bisons, and stags, which ran wilit
n the forests before the couptry was inhabited,.
used to come to these places to lick the salt particles
from the eartlr. The most remarkable of these licks,
that are known amongst the white settlers, are
Bullet’s Lick, the Big Bones, the Blue Licks, and
some on the north foot of the river Holston.
‘When the earth is opened to the depth "of three
feet, the water begins to-boil up ; and the deeper it
is dug, and the drier the weather, the stronger is
the brine, ' Coe

Near some of these licks, on the banks of the
Obio, are found the bones of a prodigious animai,
much larger than an elephant, called the mammoth,
or big buffalo. 'The Indians assert, that there are
still some of these creatures existing very far north-
ward; but no animal is known fo the European
settlers, that can compare in bulk, with the tasks,
grinders, and skeletons, that are either scattered on
the surface of the ground, or a little beneath it, at
some of these-places. This circumstance has caused

H3 many
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wauy enguiries, but ne very satisfactory information,
hambeen obtaimed. - '

A Delaware chief, who headed an embassy of
warriors, replied to the questions of the Governor
of Virginia, on this subject, in the following man.
ner,. After Grst placing himself in a proper attitude
to make an orationy. he told them that it was 3
tradition from their ancesters, that in ancient
times, a herd of these treiéndous animals came to
the Big-bone Licks;.and began a universal destruc.
tion of the bears, deer, elks, buffaloes, and other

~ animals,. which had been created for the use of the
Indians: that the Great Man above, looking down,
saw this, and was so enraged, that he seized his
lightning,.seated himself on a neighbouring moune
tain, on a rock, (of which his seat and the priot of
his fect are still to be seen,) and hurled his bolts
amang them, {till the whole was slaughtered, ex.
cept the big bull, which presenting bis forchead -
to the shafis, shook them off as they fell: but not
being aware of one of them, it wounded him in
the side; vpon wbich he gave a spring, bounded
over the Ohio, the Wabash, thc lilinois, and
finally, over the preat lakes, where he is liviag at
* this day. This strapge mixture ef truth and fable
daes not clear,up the point, nor prove whether any
~ of this huge race remain, where they inhabit, or
~ what kind eof creatures ihey are. The bones are
" incontestible evidence that there once was such a
race, aud that is all we know abont it.

Having
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. Hoying: scem, th&aalt-wp[ks, we- jogged on to-
Washu;ggon, whichy we reached at an.easly hour in -
the evening.; not&g& great eity that was described
in. some;: of ouy, former letters, but.a small town,
‘with a brisk.trade,. composed of about twor hundred-
plank bousgs.  Thewustom of giving several places
the.same namey makes American geography- very
confused,. and dxﬁcuh to be remembered. The -
cqurse of thie rivers s the best guide t6 define which-
of the places is meant. Thus,. t federal city,
Washiagton,. stands an_the I&m ack, and this
near the Ohia,. .
At the tavern where we- lodged, we heard of two
persons inthe lown: who were going to  Pittsburgh to
purchase gaeds. They were to. embark the neat
morning at Liaiestone, in a canoe on the Qhio.
M:. Franklin embraced the opportunity of joining
their party. - 'We readily, disposed of our horees to
sme travellors, who were just arrived at Lisme-
3tonp, and were going to the eastward of the Alle-
gavies, - All matigs being amicably settled, we st
opt ypder 3. most serene sky, and am intense sua,-
and in.a few iley fell in. with a first settler; that
isy one in search of unwlt;va(ed lapd, where he
may choesc a spet; of, grouad for himself, on the
borders of the savage tribes. This man was going
t9. visi{ the bavks of - the Missouri, attracted, as he
1old us, by the multitude of bisons, beavers,. and-
elks, and the fertility of the. sejl.. Whea- he bad
.detetmned the place -of his choigs,: ke was-to
H4 return
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“returnfor ks fimily. Thus be would maked Voyage
:6f Tourteen ot fifteen hundred’ llﬁlés, ‘three times,
efore tie liad compbted hismtd'ut&kmg He wis
\.abne, in'a chnbe of eijliteen or twenty feet long, -
-and twelve ot fifteen inches wide : his dress, like
that 'of all ‘the: ‘American” hunters, consisted-of 2
‘short waisteoat: with sleéves, a' pair of pantaloons,
‘and a broad: ‘woollen-girdle, of a 1ed’ and yelloy
.¢olour.- -'A carbine; a small hatchet, called by the.
Indians a tomahawk, and used by them both to cut
-wood, and te dlapatch their enemies; two beaver
traps; and a large knife hangmg to his girdle, ¢on,/
posed his huntmg equipage. ~ One bianket was all
his baggage.” Every evening: heencamped on the
“banks of the river, or passed. themght by a fire; and
‘whén he judged that there was a favourable oppér-
“ tumity. for the chace, he pengtrated irito the woods,
~foue\fei'a! days, and, from the: produoe of his hun(-
“ing;-piovided himself with <foods~and® ‘procured
fredh supplies, by selling the" skirs' of the-animals
‘be " had killed. " ¢ This wauaemg,n didsettled s,
gives: these people a distaste to- 8 "+ fixed dhiome:
“'théy ‘are nb sooner seftled,’ ‘But they dispose of
their land fo other settlers, who are more civilized,
- ‘dind’ ‘them set: out agam to- explore uninhabited
,‘egiam; S e
| Phe shores of the dhto are tlnckly scattered
wh< Plantations : the owners live in wretched
Yog-lousés; often built' in* most delightfal situ

dlicng; gx t :the oultwauon of the land is seme.
‘ times

AR TR 1 4
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. times neglected, for the pleasure of humnting the
stag and thie bear, the skins of which bring them
ready money, or they exchange them for articles
they cannot otherwise prodiré. These people
have not much to give, but they werc always
willing to let us enjoy- the shelter of their houses,
to spread our blankets for the night; a mode of
lodging to which I am quite yeconciled. Muize
bread, smoked-ham, butter, and noilk, " were gene-~
rally our fare; but their larder seldom afforded
any other provision, except, accidentally, a picce
of venison. The second day, for the sake of
amusement, I put out a fishing-net, and caught a
cat-fish : it weighed a hundred pounds. This fish-
is-the terror of a smaller race of the finny tribe,
which he destroys with a sharp spine, that grows
on the first ray of the back fin.- W hen: he catches
Lis prey,. he sinks below thie fish-he means to attack,
then rising snddenly, wouads it several times in the
belly. : :
In this river, and some others in the wmtem"
country,. there are a. great mnany muscles, of a par-
ticular species, of a rather-large size : they aré not
good to eat, but the shell is lined. with a-thick coat
of mother-of-pearl,. which is- made into buttons..
‘Man is very ingenious,. for he contrives- te- make
the parts of almost all other creatures useful- to:
him. We passed many fine situations. Point
Pleasant is one of these,. a little above the mpnth
of the Great Kenhaway, a-river that falls Into- thq
H5 Ohio.
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Ohio. This little promontory streiches out into
the middle of the Ohio, which is here very broad
its shelving banks are planted  at the bettom with
weeping willows. The pendant branches, and pale
green of these, form a pleasing contrast with 1he
maples and ash-trees immediately above them;
whilst these last are covered, as- with a. canopy,
by the plane, the tulip-tree, the beech, and the
maguolia, that rise above them: in a muajestic
manner.

‘We passed several towns : the principal of then
_ arc Alexandria, Gallipoli, Marietta, W heeling,ard
Woest Liberty town. Marietta is the chief place
in the state of the Ohio. There may be two.
hundred houses: some of them of brick; and
many of them bave two stories, and are hand.
somely built. Most of them face the river: high
hills shelter # bebind. - It is situated at the union

of ihe great Muskingum with the Ohio; near it are

“the remains of ancient fortifications belonging to
the Indians.

About fifteen miles from the Muskmorum, in a
small istand, is a plane-tree, said to measure above
forty feet in circumference. This, to you, may
appear like a traveller’s wonder; but we, who have
seen several nearly that size, can easily believe it.

~For some time before we reached Pittsburgh,

the Ohio runs between two ridges of hills, fre-
quently unbroken for miles; at other times a river
passes throuob the break, or amother hill in-a dif-
ferent

ferent
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ferent direction. For a great length of way the -
.coursc of this river lies through a mountairous
country, covered with fo:esls, and almost wnin--
habited.

This noble river takes in a vast cirguit, wmd;ng
with a prodigious sweep, for nearly a theusand
miles, before it reaches the Mississippi ; its breadth
varies in different parts. The islands in it are very
numerous, and the stream so rapid, that the west- -
country boats are made-almost square, -to stem the
current ; and having raised sides, -and roofs at ono,
end, look- like floating houses.

After so long a voyage, you must excuse an:
account of P:tlsburgh till my mext, and in’ the mean -
time believe,. that no varisty. of place or people can »
ever make me forgetful of the pleasant hours I bave -

passein your socicty at home. -
‘ ARTHUR MIPDLETON: .




LETTER XXIIL

Myr. Henry Franklin to his Brother,

oL Lancaster,
Dear Brotuer;

* PITTSBURGH is built on a triangular
plain, just at the confluence of the rivers Monon.
gahela and Allegany, which, when united, form the
Ohio. Agues are but fittle known. here, th(mgh 50
frequent in many other parfs.

It is the great market for'the e:rcﬁan«re of goods,
between Phitadelphia- and ! Ba!umore, with the
western country and the numerous settléments on
the Monongahela and Allegany rivers. The greater
part of the traders who reside in this town are
partners or agents to the commercial houses at
Philadelphia. The merchandise is conveyed from-
Philadelphia to Pittsburgh, in large covered wag.
gons, drawn by four horses, two and two abreast:
from thence it is frequently sent in carrying boats,
along the Ohio and Mississippi, to New Orleans,
a distance of more than two thousand miles. Some-
times the cargoes returped by the merchants of
New Orleans, go by sea to Philadelphia. Thusa
communication, to their mutual benefit, is main-
tamed betwecn the dlstant parts of this vast and

increasing
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increasing émpire.- “Thirty years ago, there were
scarcely thirty thousand - white inhabitants in the
three new western states, “Penessce, Kentucky, and
that of the Ohio; now they are estimated at four
hundred thousand. Do not suppose that {this
wonderful. augmentation arises from the natural
increase of the first settlers, but a continued influx
of new emigrants; who flock from all parts to this
fertile region.

The river Monongabela rises in Virginia, at the
foot of Laurel Mountain, which forms part of the
chain of the Allegany, and receives some inferior
rivers: before it joins the Allegany; this latter
river takes ifs source near lake Erie, and begins
tobe navigable two hundred miles from Pittsburgh.
The dock-yards for building ships, give. employ- -
‘ment to many ‘hands in the town, as well as some
at Redstone and Lexu/bgton, which supply the
cordage.

The time that I had appomted for our stay at
Pittsburgh being ‘elapsed, we sct forward, with
design to bend our course, by way of Northumbev-
land, to New-York. The excessive heat over -a
mountainous road, prevented us from proceeding
farther than Greensburgh the first day; a town of
about a hundred houses, standing on the summit
ofa hill. Fhe country near it abounds so mach
with coal, that it is used for fuel in preference to
wood, as being less expensive than cutting wood
for the ﬁre. Ligonier’s Valley is a fertile tract,
: producing
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producing wheat,.ryc,. and oats, for foadd ; hemp
and flax for clothing. Most.of the women were
at work at {he spinning wheel or the loom: their
* families are supplied'wilh linen by their industry,
We observed some wild plants of great beauty;
particularly a specics of azalca, with large white
flowers, that grows to”the height of twelve or
fificen fect. At the end of,,Ligmriér’s Valley
we crossed Laurel Hill, probably so called from
the numerous laurels and rbododendrons that
cover it.

Some fricd ham and deer’s flesh, . with a cake of
maize bread, ‘baked on a board before the fire, at
Stanley Town, gave us fresh strength and spirits to
ascend the Allegany Ridge; which is extremely
steep, and rendered still more inconvenient by
enormous siones, that are scattered about the road.
We slept at Bedford. Unfortunately far us, it bad-
been a public boliday,. and the tavern .was filled

with people, in such a state-of into:l?aﬁon as tolie
dead drunk about the rooms, -on stairs, and in

the yard. From those who -were able to speak,.
- pothing was heard but a frightfuk uproar of riot or
abuse. Arthur remarked, that a young.man did not
peed & more siriking piature of the- bateful. conse--
quences of exaqess. . ;

TFhe people in {he interior .of the United States
are too generally prous to the love of spirituows:
Yiquors, as a regale; for their common beveragg, ia-
summer, is waler or.sour ik, o

The
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The banks of the Juncata, which we crossed in:

a ferry-boat, are high, and adorned with trees and:
fiowering shrubs. The country people gather the-
green cones of the cucumber tree, and steep them

in whisky, which they consider as a remedy for the-

ague. \

Pravelling over a hilly, stony country, we observed-
several scaltered farm-houses, and some small towns, .

in our way to Shippensburgh. Eabour is dear and
hands scarce; so-thata farmer, instead of considering
a numerous family a burthen, finds the assistance of
his children: a source of wealth...

Shippensburgh is a small place, that trades prin--

cipally in flour. We lodged at a tavern kept by a
colonel ; no-uncommon case in America, where the

distinctions of rank are not yet observed with the-

same exactness as-in Europe.

A mountainous country, with few inthabitants,.
brought us to Carlisle, a tolerable town, having'
several stores that deal in mercery, haberdashery,
grocery, and liquor. York is a well-built {own,.
chiefly composed of brick-houses, and, like many
other plaees in this part of the coanlry, iphabited
by Germans, who still speak their own language.
At Colombin we were ferried over the Susque-
bannah: very high hills form the banks of this
river, the middle of which is covered with small,
woody islands, which appear to divide it into sc-

veral branches. ' Some of these, though very small,

are as high as the neighbouring hills, and being ir-
c ) regular
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regular in their form, having a picturesque effect,
which is improved by maultitudes of wild-fowl that
nestle in the isles, and hover about the river.

Early in.the morning we reached Lancaster, the
largest inland town in North America. The houses,
which have two stories, are chiefly of brick or stone,
with a broad stone pavement, and. pumps placed at
sinall distances betore them ; there are several well.
built churches, and an elegant sessioms-house. It
is computed to contain from four to five thousand
inhabitants, nearly all of German extraction, but
of different religions and -occupations. Hatters
saddlers, coopers, and gunsmiths, are the most
numerous. '

The gunsmiths are celebrated for rifles, the only
kind of firc-arms used by the Indians and the people
of theinterior. In thetown,as well as the neigh‘i)our.
hood, are a great many tan-yards, and mills. for
grinding cora; the flour is sent to Philadclphia ia
waggons. Lancaster is surrounded by verdant meas
dbyvs, watered by a whecl, contrived to raise the water

for that purpose. Near it limestones and slates are
found, of a largesize} and.the neighbouring country
is full of iron. mincs. )

Having an engagement upon. my. hands, I cannot
enlarge further,. than to assure you that I am

Your affectionate brother,

HENRY FRAN KLIN.

LETTER
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LETTER XXIV.

A Arthur Middleton to his Sister Catherine.

: New York.
My pear Gizre,

IT is so long since I have addressed
myself to you, that Edwin cannot be jealous of this
attention. W hilst we were at Lancaster, we took
aride to Ephrata, to see the establishment of the
Dunkers, a religious society well known in America
by their solitary mode of life. The men and women
live apart, in houses that are without omament.
They wear a long gown; made in winter of grey
cloth, and in summer of white linen, tied round the
‘waist with a strap of leather : a long beard renders
4his dress still more venerable. They liye in a
plein, frugal manner, and sleep on a bench with-
outabed. The property of the whole community
is shared equally by the members who belong to
it.. What the principles are’that lead to these
singularities, I could not learn. From Lancaster to
May Town is a.woody tract of country. Along the
road we saw many German farms, which are known
by small houses and lazge barns. Cows and oxen,
with a few sheep, were grazing in-the woods, or

. near
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near the road ; and the woods chiefly consist of oak,
Hiccory, black oak, acacia, chesnut, chérry, and
apple trees, a few spindle trees, some cedars and.
‘Weymouth pines..

May Town is only a-small village. Harrisburgh
is another town of no great magnitudét Several
ranges.of hills, or high ridges, ran paraticl-fo each
other, in the way from this place to Sunbury, and
are in most parts covered with trees. Azalias
blossom. in almost. every wood, and delight both:
the eye and the smell. 'We passed many straggling
log-houses, and new seitlements,. where the owners
had felled some of the trees, and barked others for
several inches in breadth, in order to make them
decay.

The mountains over which thie road runs from
Harrisburgh to Sunbury, are all, of granite; and ia
some places it is-very. fine and beautiful. At length
we perccived the little- town of Sunbury, standing
on the-bank of the Susquehannah, which, wheseve
we meet it, is a:grand object. The opposite shore
is bounded by high mountains, darkened by nu.
merous pines growing on the rocks. Sunbury is the
chief town of the country ; but Northumberland &
larger and wore agreeably situated, though it is il
built, and inhabited ohiefly by Dutchmen. Hithe
the calebrated Dr..Priestiey retired, and ended bi
days in tranquillity..

In one of our walks-on the borders of the‘rivu
we were surprised at hearing: the melodious soant
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of 2 piano forte, exquisitely touched, proceed’ froa
s small weoden house, bailt against the side of a
bigh mountain, covered with wood and fragments.
,f,&s. "Fhe romaatic situation, the unexpected
nelody, and the apparent poverty of the inhabitants,
were such an extraordinary contrast, that we were
d to enquire who resided in the hut. It appeared
ihat dhey were am Eaglish family, of refined
manners, whom misfortune had driven to seek
a asylem in America. ‘TFurning our course
towards the east, we came to Bethlehem, which
is the chief settlement of the Moravians. The town
sands on rising ground, nearly encompassed by
grearns, and is built with great regularity : it con-
sists of about eighty strong stone houses, and alarge
church.

Towards the centre is a spring, that supplies every
boase with excellent. water: over it is erected a
pablic pantry, (I think I may call it,) with very
thick walls, to keep out the heat of the sun, fur-
pished with numerous shelves. In this place, during
bot weather, the inhabitants keep their provisions:
wmeat, milk,, butter, &c. stand in the neatest order,
belonging to different families; where, so honest
are the people, that though, the door is unfastened,
they always find whatever theyy have deposited
there, just as they left it.

The Moravians are a most singular people, as yoa-
will acknowledge when I have related the particu-
hrs of their establishment. From the elders we

' received
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seceived the greatest hospitality during our visit t,
the town ; they scemed to-take pleasure in showing
us the order, harmony, and tranquillity, that prevajl
in their little commonwealth, which might propery
be called the City of Peaee; for such is the good
will and affection of the inhabitants towards each
~other, that they are hke the members of a large
family, that have but one interest in view. They are
united together by the bond of religion, and conform
their manners and conduct to a discipline which they
think agrees with the gospel.

An elder conducted. us to every part of the ‘ests
blishment, explaining their rules and discipline,
with a civility far more touching than the ceremo.
nious forms of fasbionable mannrers. The young
men, young women, and widows, live each in
-separate housts. .Our friendly guide led us first to
that which is appropriated to the young women:
- here we were desired to wait in a neat- parloar, til
the inspectress appeared tc give us welcome. The
"-heuse is large and airy. About a dozen women,
of neatly the same age, were busied in embroidery,
knitting, spinning, or other female works, in each
apartment. We were not allowed to speak t
them ; - and none of them seerned sensible of our
entrance, except the inspectress, who always rose
‘and spoke to us with the greatest civility. They
were dressed much alike, in phin linen or stuf
gowns, with aprons, and close, tight, linen caps,
havmg a pea.k in front, and tied under the chin with
> pink
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pink ribbons, a colour that is worn by ajl the single
women : the married women wear blue, and the
widows, white. In these houses, the inmates are

subject te xules, like the monks and nuns in a
convent. They eat together in a refectory, sleep
ina dormitory, attend morring and evening prayers
in the chapel of the house, and have an appointed
time for work and recreatian. The diffcrent sexes
do not only live apart, but they are not alloncd
whilst single, to have any communication with
each other. Ifa young man has an inclination to
marry, he makes it known to the inspector, and
points out the girl of his choice, whom, most pro-
bably, he knows enly by sight. The inspector
thea declares his proposal to the inspectress of the
young women; and if; after consulting together,
they think their charaeters suitable, they are mar-
ried immediately, unless the girl refuses, or any
other obstacle arises, and then another girl is
pelected for him. | Attached to these houses are
boarding ‘schools for boys and girls, avhere they
pre instructed in a wvariety of useful accomplish-
ments.  The married peeple live independently, in
beit own houses. . We visited several of them,

emarkable for their ingenuity in different arts.

Ihe neatness of their houses is charming; as is,
ndeed, that of the public bunildings. The church
s 2 plam edifice of stone, adorned with pictures
om sacred history. - They have most of the
coessaries of life within themselves. On the creek
that
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‘fhat-skirts the town is a flour mill, a saw mill, an il
mill, a fulling mill, a mill for grinding bark aad
‘dyeing-drugs, 2 tan-yard, a currier’s yard, and on
the Lehigh River isa large brewery. The tavem
affords excellent accommodationss and for neatnes
and good management, excels most we havescenin
~America. ‘

The United Brethren, as they call (hemselves,
trace their first rise.as far back at 1424, and relate
that they underweant such grievous sufferings in
Europe, as almost destroyed their society; (M
Eount Zinzindorf gave a new turn to their afin
by his patronage; and under his protection many
.of them emigrated from Germany, and settled in
this place. ~ 1t should be added, to their honour,
that their missionaries ate indefatigable in convert-
ing the Indians to Christianity. There are severl
other establishments in different parts of Americz;
one at Salem, in North Carolina; another nex
Lancaster; one at Mount Hope, in Jersey; ad
another at-Nazarcth ; whither we went in our rod
to 'Easton, which is a large town, sitnated wher
the rivers Lehigh and Delaware join. A’ com
- siderable trade is carried on there, in ‘corn, with

Philadetphia; and there are many mills in the

“neighbourhood, which often grind corn for (¢

jn-New Jersey, who, in-some parts, are ot
supptied with creeks for turning mills.* At Easte
we crossed the Delaware, over a wooden bridgy

and eritered the state of New Jorsey. Alongt
northen

NP YT
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orthern part of it lies the Blue Ridge of Mountains.
A road full of hills ‘and recks brought us to the
draggling village of Macketstown: near it is a
mineral-spring, much frequerited in summer, wxlh
o better sccommodlations than an old cask,
covered with a bunch of willows, te shelter the
well where the company bathe. When I compared
this with the bath-house at Buxton, and other
medicinal springs in Engtand, Mr. Franklia
reminded me that there was an essential difference
between' a country colonized but a few -centuries,
«<ontending ‘with ‘savage nations and uncultivated
deserts:; - and ‘one civilized, and arrived at the
ttmost refinement of tweglth and luxury.

The towns are thickly set frem Morristown to
New York: nmeat pdinted houses compose this
pretty village, which stands on a branch of the
Ratiton, and’is the chicf town of Morris County.
The court of justice, the Presbyterian church, ano-
ther for the Anabaptists, a handsome academy, and
agreat squire planned out in-the - centre, give this
fown an' air -of -consequence. The inhabitarits are
dﬂeﬂy employed in rearing cattle for the markets
of" ‘Philadetphia and New York.

“We passed & flat, ‘marshy-country, to the Falls of
fhe Pasaik, over a road made of logs laid close
‘tﬁge’ther, and Eept d‘ry by a ditch on each side. The .
fiver flows with a ‘gentle cutrent, till it reaches the
bﬁnk of the :descent, whiere it is about thirty feet

. wide,
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'mde, and then tumbles in -one. vasl sheet over 3
- ledge of rocks eighty feet Ingh into a decp chasip
benealb formed by immense crags, that rise above
the fop of the cataract, and appear to bave been tor |
-asunder by some violent convulsion of nature., Evcry
thing belon«rmg to this majestic cascade: bears an air
of subhmlty, and i !mprtsses the mind vw.lh an inex-
: pressnble awe, g

Near. these F nlls is a rich copper mme, ongmal'y
discovered by a person who was passing by very
- -early in the merning, and ebserved a blue flame
issuing from. the ground: struck with ihe singu.
larity of the phenomenon, he marked the spot, ana
‘on examination the earth -was . found to containa
valuable vein of ¢ copper.

Peaches are as common as apples in England, but
they are not very hlgh—ﬂavoured‘ The Americans
have a method of drying both ppeaches and apples, |
in slices, for puddmgs and pies; but they areacid
and tasteless. .

Several species of lhe red fruzt grow here in
plenty, though unknown in Europe, and the trees
are full of little birds, in size, shape, and colour
sesembling a blackbird, but «tbeu head is of the
most brilliant plumage, and th.ey are mmarkably
tame.

On our approach‘ o the North Rwer, a noble
view of the city of New York ‘on. the opposite

shore, with the lmbout and sblppmg, bust upon
our
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oursight. The pleasing variety of thehigh banks
of the river, richly wooded with trees almost dipping
into the water; and aumbers of vessels moving in
* all directions, compiete the beauty of the ammated
picture.

We bave new fixed our abode in that cuy,
ready-furnished lodgings,. for a few weeks, and
have dispatched the faithful Sancho to fétch his
wife from Charlestown, in a vessel that was bound
to that port; hoping to be able to settle hmx in the
island of Nantucket, as a cooper, an employment
he has been used to when a slave. I know your feel-
ing heart will partake my pleasure, in seeing him a
free man, and enjoying an independent right to
whatever he may acquire by his industry.

Adieu, my Catherine. Tell Louisa I shall have

a box full of curigsities for her, when I retarn.
Y our s, &c.

&RTHUR/ MIDDLETON.

LETTER
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LETTER XXV.

2T Mr. 'Ife‘m:y Frantiin'to Edwin Afiddleton.

) Boston,
My pear Epwiy,

The pleasure yéu express on reading the
-events-of our journey, cncourages me to proceed in
my correspondence, and to neglect no opportunity
of writing, when I have a collection of matter to.
supply you with amusement.

The reception we have met with at New York
has rendered oer abode there very agreeable. We
find the inhabitauts polite, gay, and hospitable; but
not so dissipated as those of Charlestown. Enter.
tainments are frequent amongst them; and, as
strangers, we were always invited. The furniture
and apartments of the genteelest houses, as well as
the style of the table, are in the English fashion.

. The city is large, and finely situated on a small
island of the same namc, encircled by the North
and East Rivers, and a creek that connects them
together. Part of the town was burnt during the
American war, which gave an epportunity of
rebuilding it iu a superior manner te the old streets,
which are narrow, inconvenient, and dirty,

: ' Our
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- Our apartments are in the Broadway, which {3
very wide, ncarly a mile long, -and formed_ by
exceedingly handsome brick hetises. This noble
sireet is terminated by a square, with the governor's
residence in the front of it. Between this edifice
and -the river, where the fort formerly stood, is a
fine public walk, that overlooks. Long and Staten
Islands, the river, and the shipping. Arthur and
Ioften walk here, as we are almost sure of finding
some of our acquaintance amongst the company, of
a fine evening.

There are no grand public buildings, though the
churches and meeting houses amount to twenty; for
here, as in other parts of America, every man follows
that mode of worship that he thinks most acceptable
tohis Creator, without diminishing his civil rights:
there being no national establishment endowed with
peculiar privileges, as in lhe ancient nations of
Europe.

There are three market places; but, except a
more plentiful supply of fish, they are inferior, in
every respect, to those of Philadelphia.

The inkiabitants are very benevolent, as appears
from the number of well-regulated charitable esta-
blishments ; parllcularly the hospital and dipensary.
Fhe prison is a medern building, adapted to the
secutity and health of its unfortunate inmates.
The same humane code of laws, with some small
dt!felmce is adopted here, as at Philadelphia. Ne

12 ' ctime
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crime is punishéd with death, but robbing a-church
and malicious murder. _ :

.. The slaves are treated with great mildess; hat
still they are slaves, and -their masters: have not
sufficient generosity o give them their liberty. A
great deal of trade is carried -on by the merchants
of this city. It has'a mest flourishing port, and
communicalcs by the river and canals with distant
pm'(s,of the country ; puticularly w ith. Massachue
sets, and that part of Vermont which les in the
" same tract. ‘Till within a few years it was the seat of
the legislaturé of the state, but it is now removed to
Albany. The colony of New York was originally
founded by the Dutch. Henry Hudson, in a vessed
belonging to that nation, first discovered Long
Island, and gave kis name to the Great Northem
River. :

The English asserted a previous poesession, and
there was a long contest between thes and the
Duich; but in the seign of Charles the Becond, the
former drove out their antagonists, and changed,
the name of the province from New [Lolland to
that of New York, in compliment to the king's
brother, then Duke of York, and afterwards James
the Se_co«g\d. ; E

At the sejicitation of two or theee of eur fricads,
we formed an excursion to Long Island, whichisa
vesy narrow strip. of land, extending to the ensf,
lengthwise, one hundred and fosty miles; though
it decs not extend ten-in breadth, at a medium,

The
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Fhe country on tive western side, bordering on tlee
channel that separates the island from the conti-
nent, is Tomantically varied with charming pro-
spects of the distant hills on Staten Island, and the
New Jersey shore, rising beyon: the water, whick
isenlivened with vessels of different sizes and. forms.
- The inhabitants of this island are mostly descended

from the Dutch; and are many of them farmers. - We

wied the hospitalily of several, when hunger and
fatigue made us wish for rest and refreshment; but
we did not finl thre art of softening them fo com-
placency ; they received us coldly, and seeme:d glad
when we proposed to depart. ‘Towards the northern
side of the island we saw orchards of delicious fruit :
the flavour of the Newtown pippins excelled any
} eser tasted. As we rode through the woods, we
observed immense numbers of grouse and deer,
enjoying the shiclter of the thickets; and both are
s0 common at table, that they are not considered as
dainties, We visited several towns with Dutch
names; at one, called Utrecht, there was“a fair,
where we saw a negro, who came from Virginia.
be was born of negro parents, (of course both black,)
and he continued of the same colour till he was for-
ty, when:he became gradually of a paler hue, tili
his skin -was. changed to the complexion of an
Eoropean with red hair. He has, however, still
seme brown spots remaining, though they are daily
gro\wmv smaller and smaller. His hair is as much

13 . . -altered

Ve TINS5 ¢S TR A AN S .




174

as his skin; for straight, smooth locks have suc.
ceeded to the short; curly wool that formerly
covered his. head. As it does not affect his health,
itisa happy’ metamorphosis for him ; .for he gains
a comfortable subsistence by showing bimself to the
curious. '
- Having exhausted wour curiosity at New York,
we proceeded  through Cennecticut and Rhode
Island to Bosten, the capital of Massachusets Bay.
A more minute aceount-of the places we passed in
eur way hitker shall conclade this letter.

On first leaving the city, I observed many hand-
sgme country villas, belonging to rich merchants,
who precipitately retire from the pestilential infec-
_ tien, on the earliest rumour of the yellow fever,
The rugged rocks of Jersey have a striking effect,
from ihe opposite shore of an arm of the North
River, which separates the island of New York
from the main iand. The prospect from Stamford is
_ variedd with verdant.mcaciows, and weods chicfly
composed of pines, sprace furs, and birch trees.

. The farmers in this part of the coast prefer rear-

ing of cattle to the cultivation of corn, because the
climate is subject to blasts that destroy’ the erop.
Between Stamberd: and  Fairfield -we passed:a few
pretty villages, though the country is thinly inbo-
bited, and infersccted. with rugged rocks. Phe
pleasant flourishiag town of Newhaven lies: round
the head of a bay; about four miles porth of the
goundy and covess part of a spacious plain, bounded

: ou
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on thrae sides by mountains. The state-house, 1Y
church, and the college, are the principal public
edifices; the latter possesses a library of scveral
thousand velumes, and 3 muscum of natural cu-
riositics.  'The houses arc chicfly wood; bat many
of the streets, and the square, are planted with
trees, which gives them a regular appearance:
Fifty shipé belong to the port, and a brisk trade in
wood, oxen, horses, and maules, to the West Indies,
and produce of different kinds to New York, em-
ploys the industrious inhabitants. '
Beyond Newhaven we crossed a morass; often
overflowed by the tide, succeeded by a rond bound*
el on one side by the river, and on the other by
hills, till. we came to Middleton, the great market
for the farmers from the northern parts of New.
York, Massachusets, an:! Vermont, to dispose of
their horses, mules, and black cattle, for exportation
to the West Indies. Receding from the Sound,
we travelled along a conntry adorned with woods
and mecadows, and endivened by numerous herds of
cattle, to Hertford, the chief town of the county of
the same name. The inhabitants seem mueh on
an equality, and the houses adapted to'their humble
circumstances: they are large enough for comfort,
bat too small for ostentation. - We rode through
woods of oak and hiceory, varied by open fields,
bordered with fruit trees, to Lebanon, beyondl
which the ceuntry beeame hilly to Norwich, where
two rivers unite; one of them is catled the Thamed.
14 Here




176

Here our attention was turned to the ingenious arts
- practised by the.people of Norwich. Mills of all
_ sorts are built near the town : and manufaetores of
paper, stockings, clocks,” bultons, “earthen-ware,
oil, chocolate, and iron forges, where the operations
vary from the drawing of wire to the ,casting
of bells and anchors, employ the inhabitants,
Within a mile after leaving this busy scene, a
romantic cataract presented itself, by the waters
of the Quinaburg rushing over some high rocks.
At New London we were diverted by the occu.
pations of a commercial sea-port, having the best
harbour in Connecticut.  Cattle, salted provisions,
batter, and cheese, are exported from thence to the
West Indies, and the other states ; and wood, lin-
peed, pearl-ash, and sumac, to England. The sumac
is propared for the dyers, from the invention of a
merchant of this porf, who has received a patent for
his dxscovery
Leaving the conﬁnea of Connecticut, we entered
the territory of Rhode Island, and proceeded over
wretched roads, where the miserable habitations
marked the poverty of the owners, to Providence,
the most flourishing town in the state. It is buil
" onboth sides of a river of the same name; the two
divisions being united by -a bandsome bridge.
There are many lofly, substantial, and well-finished
bouses in this town ; and the prosperous manufac-
‘tures, and foreign commerce, are likely to augment
the.sources of its wealth. There is one of the largest
- distillerics
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Jistilleries in the United States, bosides extensive
nail_mamfi}gqtories, and other forged iron-work. We
were introduced to” the elegant college, which was
founded, principally, by the Baptists, and is still
very much engrossed by that community. Roger
Williams, a man of a very amiable character, and a
divine, was banished, in 1656, from Plymouth, on-
account of his particular opinions. lle retired to
Salem, where his gentle manners gained him many
friends; but the same spirit of persccution drove
him from thence to-seek a new asylum amongst the
Indians, in.the northern part of the state, whither
he was followed by a:few adherents, and by their
mutual assistance, and the kind offices of the Indians,.
he Jaid the foundations of the town, and gave it the
‘name of Providence.. ~ . _
Plymouth,. the next town.of impottance, is en-
gaged in-the fishery,. besides forges and iron works.
- The college at Hingham detained us for an hoar or
two, as I.rather wished to see it. It is compoced of a
number of small schoels united; and is attended by
nearly four hundred-scholars.:
W.e were much pleased by the neat coopers’ work,
{hat employs the townsmen. Tubs,. pails, and ather.
wooden ware, are o be purchased here. in. perfections

From this place-we went by. water. {o Bosten, the

capital of Massachusets Bay.. The lengih of my

letter is a sufficient apology for concluding. myselﬁ -

your- aﬁ'echonata friend,. : .
‘H. F RAN KLIIg.,

15 " LETTER.




LETTER XXVI.

Arthur Middleton to Eduwin.

Boston,
My pear Brornes,

BEFORE [ describe the town of Boston,
there are some things that oceurred in our journey
between New York and (his place werth your
attention. Co .

- One of-our fellow-passengers in the stage-waggon,
was a manufacturer of pearl and pot ash, who, with
bis wife, ‘a pretty, modest-looking young woman,

was going to visit some relations in Connccticut,
* Mr. Pranklm, who never loses an apportunity of
4ddling to his-knowledge, by collecting information
from- people of all classes and professions, turned
the conversation upon the quantity of these ashes
exported from America ; and hinted, that as I was
fgtiovaht of the arts used to bring them to perfection,
ht wonld’ be obliged'to him to enter a little into the

detail bf the Pocessés necessary for that purpose.
" Tlie mantifactarer was pleased with this attention,
ind ¥ery readily gave e the following account.
¢ The vast woods that cover the tineleared part of
otg cbtrutry,” said he, ¢ furnish us with immense
' quantities




quantities of timber, some of which we barn, and
afterwards collect the ashes for this purpose.

¢« Our first care is to purify the ashes from every
other substance that may.be mixed with them, by
washing them in tubs with doable bottoms. The
ley thus produced is boiled in large iron cauldrons,
till all the watery particles have evaporatéd, and it
is become of a proper substance. The ashes of green
wood, and especially of oak, are most esteemed;
and no pot-ash can be procured from resinous tm,
such as the pine or the fir.

< When our pot-ash is completely finished, it
requires the greatest care to pack it in barréls of
white oak, made so close, that ncither damp ‘nor
air can enter, or the ashes would dissolve, and ‘the
cask be half empty, before it reached” the destined
port.” I thanked him for the mformatmn, and
desired to know what are the ingredients of pearl-
ash. ¢ Itis only pot-ash,’ replied he, ¢ refined by
fireto a still greater degrec of purity. The operation
is performed in a drying kiln, heated by a fire
beneath it.” ¢ Both pot and pearl ash,” remarkyd
Mr. Franklin, ¢are of great use to manufactarers
in other branches of trade: the glass-maker, the
bleacher, the fuller, the soap-maker, the scourer, the
dyer, and the apothecary, ‘would be at a‘loss to
complete their different works without vegetable
ashes, properly prepared, to promote lhe eﬂ‘ects df
dther ingredients.”

I6
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On the other side of the, waggon sat a tough,
honest-looking sailor, who began to think it was
high time for him to take-partsin the conversation,
He told us that he had risen from a cabin-boy to be
captain of a vessel in the whale-fisbery, and that he
had been as far in the South Sea as the Cape of
Good Hope; and to the North, to Hudson’s Bay,
in search of fish. He added, that in all his voyages,
be had lost but two men from accidents, and that
he was beloved by those whom he employed ; that
he paid them liberally in blubber instead -of money;
and, with a conscious smile,TicTinished his narrative
by saying, that the trade was profitable, and that he
had made a fortune. .

The master of the inn at Newhaven, finding we
were Englishmen, showed us the yocks where Golf
and Wadley, two of the judges who condemned
Charles the First to death, hid themselves from the
soldiers, who were sent by his son, Charles the
Second, to searchfor them. They lay snug under
a bridge for some days, whilst their pursuers passed
and repassed it without finding them.

In order to give you a clear notion of our journey
from New York to Boston, I must tell you we passed
through the provinces of Connecticut, Rhode Island,
and Massachusets. The first settlers in Connecticut
were driven from England to avoid persecution, on
account of dissenting from the opinions of the
church ; but they were not sufficiently instructed by
their own'sufferings o leave others at liberty. In

their
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their turn they persecuted those who differed from
them, and drove them to seek refuge in new. settle-
ments. The first Enklishmen who established them-
selves in Connecticut were bigoted, enthusiastic
people, of the Presbyterian persuasion, and cruelly
oppressed their brethren of different sects, especiall y
the Quakers, many of whom they tortured and
banisbed, and even put some of them to death.
Their descendants are very strict, on far. better
grounds than difference of opinion ; for they punish
gaming of all kinds, even horse-racing : and inorder
to preserve decoram on Sundays, impose a fine on
those who travel on that day. With such an
attention to morality, it is strange that they can
still allow the horrid slave-trade. The inhabitants
of this province are very active and liberal in
the establishment of public institutions for the

education of children. Schools are so general, and-

the people so well instructed, that almost all can at
lcast read, write, and cipher.
In Rhode Island, on the contrary, they are very

illiteratc, and have few schools. A large proportion

of the inhabitants are Baptists and Quakers, but
all kinds of Christians are allowed to worship in
their own way, unmolested. The district of Rhode
Island is an intermixture’ of meadows and fields
of maize; barley and flax are also cultivated in
great quantities: but the principal object of the
farmers is grazing, and their cheese is celebrated

' ) throughout
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throughout America. General Green was a native
of this province, and the people boast of the
honoar of being Hlis- countrymen. He was
distinguished general in the American revolation;
and thongh he fought against the English, jt
appears that his bravery and nrilitary skilt endeared
him to his soldiers; and that his bumanity to the
vanquisheJ, and moderation in prosperity, have
" established his character as a person of great
nierit. . 7

We are now at Boston, which is the capital of
New England, as well as of Massachusets Bay. 1t
stands upon a peninsnla, united (o the continent by
& narrow isthmus. The view over the capacious
barbour, containing many islands, is very fine, but
the entrance of the bay is so narrow, ‘that not more
than two large ships can enter in at the saine time,
though it is capable of containing a numerous

Some of thesc islands are guarded by soldiers,
to prevent the approach of an enermy; and the
convicls of the state are sent to one of them, named
Castle Island, and employed in making shoes and
nails. Boston is united to the flourishing village
of Charlestown, by a fine bridge, built overCharless
River. The town sprealls, in the form of a crescent,
round the barbour. Boston is not very large, nor
are the streets regular; but nevertheless, it i
pleasant, ‘and the people are so kind ‘and sociable,
: that
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that T shoedd like fo tive hére better than in any
large town -1 have béen in bn the 'Ameﬁcan con-
tinent. '

On the spot where the fort stood is a simplc
monament, erected to the memory of General
Warren; a rcvolutionary gencral, who lost his
life in its defence. .

Boston trades to all parts of the globe ; of course
the harbour is a busy, lively scene, which 1 often
enjoy from the noble pier, which is two thousand
feet long.

Some of the ships belonging to this port carry
onafrade between the western coast of America and
Canton in China. :

These vessels make a very long voyage round
South America, for the'sake of purchasing the skins
of the sea otter, which is the most valuable of furs;
and having obtained a cargo, sail to the westward,
till they reach Canton, where they barter them
with the Chinese for their manufactures, which
gre either used by the Americans, or exported to
Europe. '

Mr. Franklin says, that though luxary has many
erils, it is the means of bringing distant nations
acquainted with each -other, by the desire for
commodities that are not -produced at home.

This enterprising life would be just the thing for
me, and when 1 bave made the tour of America, I
hope ‘my ‘moflrer -will ‘let 'me go on a voyage of
discovery,

: I wish
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I wish our tastes were more alike, that we might
travel together; for nothing but your:company is
wanting to complete the enjoyment of your

A ffectionate brother,.

) ARTHUR MIDDLETON,

LETTER XXVII.

Arthur Middleton to his Brother FEd:in.

North side of the Kennebeck River.

Dear Epwis,
BEHOLD uos now set off on horseback

for the province of Maine, which lies towards the
north-east. At a place called Lynn, standing on a
small haven, we got a good breakfast, and obscrved
that the people are chiefly employed in making
shoes. 'We were told that four hundred thousand
pair are sent every year to Boston, New York,
and Philadelphia: and frora these ports many of
them are exported to Europe. 'We advanced no
further that day than Salem, the capital of the
county of Essex, a large, populous place,. hand-
somely built, with neat houses of a moderate size, -
suited to the inhabitants, who are chiefly engaged
in foreign commerce, though there is a manufacture
of sail-cloth. Thc senate-house is a spacious, elegant
structure;
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dractaré; but the harbour is so shallew and incon-.
venient, that a large vessel, heavily laden, cannot
approach ‘their quays; yet the enterprising spirit
of the people has so well overcome this obstacle,
that they trade to all parts of the globe. The
ancestors  of these industrious merchants were
| ignorant and superstitious; for in 1692, they per-
wecuted, in a cruel manner, a number of unhappy
wretches, for the imaginary crime of witchcraft,
How absurd ! Forthe honour of Salem, however,
iis townsmen were not alone in this ridiculous
mlion; thesame miserable delusion disgraced New
England in general at the same period. 'We took
2 pleasant walk in the afternoon to Marblehead, a
small port on the same bay, wildly situated in the
midst of rocks.

The place scemed to be inhabited only by
wretched looking women and children, soahat I
could not help asking one of the former, whether
they had banished men from their society. She
replied, with a smile, that there were plenty of
men, but that they were all cmployed on the sea, .
fishing for cod, which they cure, and then call
them stock-fish. . On our return, we crossed over a
bridge that wunites Salem to Beverley, where such
multitudes of cod are cured, that we were almost
poisoned by the smell of them. You shall know
the process, without suffering the inconvenience.

After the fish are brought an shore, they are

washed,
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washed, and laid in heaps to drain; and when they
have been exposed to the air two_or three days, they
are placed on Busdles, which extend the length of
a large ficld, till they are sufficiently dry to be
packed in cases, pressed down, and sent either fo
the West Indies or Europe.

The whole coast of Massachusets and Maine is
inhabited by a hardy race of men, who are engaged
in the fishery on the Great Sand. Bank.

In our way te Ipswich we saw scveral fields of
flax and hemp. Gloucester is situated at the bottom
of Cape Ann, and here our noses were again assailed
by the odoriferous smell of the stock-fish.

Newbury Port is built on the river Merrimack:
it has ten public schools, and an institution called
the Sea Company, which supports several small
houses, on an inlet in the mouth of the river, for the
accommodation of shipwrecked sailors.

Some of the inhabitants are employed in a nail
manufactory ; and others in sugar-boiling, who are
supplied with molasscs from the Antilles, by the
exchange of American commodities.

Having crossed a fine bridge over the Merrimack,
we enteredt the high road to Portsmoath, which s
the principal town and karbour in‘New Homp.
shire, standing upon a bay formed by the river
Piscataqua, before it discharges its waters into the
ocean. 'The little towns of Dover, Exeter, ad
Derham, each employed in trade and ship-building,

lie
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lie on the aras of the bay, and: the rivers that fall
into it.

The vicws in thig ﬂEIG‘thBI‘hOOd are rendered
picturesque, by the intermixtire of !arve rocks and
rich meadows.

A few miles beyond Portsmouth, we crossed the
Piscataqua, over a bridge that is said o be 1he finest
in America. It is built of wood, in the frrm of an
angle, the two sides uniting on an arch of so
great a height,/ that it admits small vessels to
s1|l under it. ‘I‘he rest of our ride to Portland
was throagh a populous coantry, bordering on a
ridge of mountains that lie between the Piscataqua
and the river Back; eommanding prospects dew
lightfully varled by a great number of rivers,
bags, and culivated promentories, that terminate
at a consitlerable distance in the mounlams of New
llampshire, -

The whole coast is a ccmtmued zig-zag, formed
by numerous bays, creeks; and promontories,
pretty thickly inkabited; but the further we go,
the less marks of weslth or industry we observe.
Portland, however; is handsome in that part called
the New Fown. The Old Town was destroyed
in the war of the revolution, and is’ rebuilt with
mean houses, and inhabited by the meanest ranks’
it stands on a peninsula that jufs out into- Casco
Bay; as does North Yarmonth, on a creek of -the
wame bay., Here ] was well amused with looking
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at thé-varieus operations of the ship builders, and
examining mills of different kinds.

We passed through Brunswick and Wiscasect,
two towns of ‘which I have nothing to say, before
we reached the Kennebeck, which is one of the
principal rivers of the provinee of Maine; it
_ source is distant from its mouth two hundred

miles, and it waters the finest woodlards in this

_region. The forests and the sea are the grand
sources of riches to this district.  Most of the
people are either wood-cutters, fishers, or lime
burners.  L'he dealers in wood retire witlr ther
families, about November, into the reccsses of
the forests; having taken care, in-the summer,
o provide bay for their caltle, and a hut fo
themselves, on a particular spot marked for their
winter residence, Thus dismally secluded from
{be comforts of a neighbourhood, they remain il
April or May, unless very severe weather comjels
them to return sooner, Having felled their timber,
they bring it on sledges to the brink of the river,
where it remains till “the rains swell the water
sufficiently to float it down the stream. Each wood:
owner knows his own trees by a particular mark,
W hen they reach the mouth of the rivers, they ar
sent to different poits belonging to the Unitl
States, in small yachts, - -

_ Evening coming on, with an appearaace of rain,
_we did not wait for a tavern; but rode up to the doot

of a farmer, who admitted us with the kindest wek
come.
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come. The manner of life and simplicity of be.
kaviour of this' happy family, resemble (he stories
of the patriarchs, that we read in the Bible. He
draws. his whole support from the farm 5 he is sur-
munded by a number of children, who assist by
their labour to increase the common stock. The
sons calch cod-fish and salmon, besides ploughing
and sowing, and tending the cattle. The mother and
daughters not only spin all the linen they use, but.
also make the shoes for the family, out of the hides
of the cattle they kill for sale. The good old man
and his wife were determined to make a feast for
the strangers ; so a lamb was presently conddemned,
and a joint of it served for su pper.  The sideboard
was supplied with beer, brewe from (he twigs of
the spruce fir-tree; and grog, which is a mixture
o im and water, a very common beverage
wherever we go.  Afier supper, they amused us
vith an account of . their employments, in reply to
Hr. Franklin’s questions concerning the dairy, the
firm, the fishery, and the orchard. Every season
brings with' it something new, and they seem
v affectionate to ene another, and so happy, I
was rady to envy them. 1 went fo bed full
of this pleasing scene, and dreamt of you and
my sisters cultivating a little farm with me. [
iwoke, and the vast Atlantic rolled between us.
L our separation, and rose out of spirits. The
beerful conversation of the farmer and his family

- ‘chaced
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chaced away dull thoughts; and the hour of depar.
ture obliging us to take leave, we mounted.our horses
and renewed our journey. Adieu. ’

ARTHUR. MIDDLETON,

———-——“—-———

LETTER XXVIII.

Mpyr. Franl:iin to Edwin Middleton.

Penobscot,
My DEAR YOUNG FRIEND, '

THE variety of scenes that succeed each
other in our rambles through different parts of this
extensive continent, will, I hope, in the repetition,
amuse some of your leisare hours at home.

"The latter patt of our journcy hither, througha
portion of the distriet of Maine; has been amidsta
wild country, where the paverty of the inhabitants
is apparent, from the wretched log-houses they live
in, and the few accommodations they possess. We
bave frequently taken shelter from: the night, wher
our host could neither procure us rum, sugar, meal,
nor any bread but a soft kind of paste made of 1y
and Indian corn, that an English sportsman would
scarcely. think geod-enough for his dogs. A sie
cession of small fishing towns- border the coes,
The views round Pencbscot Bay are agreeable, an

enlivend




enlivened by the different aspacis of numerous islets,
most of them inthabited by fishermen, whose boats,
scattercd on the bosom of the water, complete the
animation of the scene.

The treasures-of “the sea are so easily procured, -
(hat they neglect to cultivate the land, and are
contented to live in miserable huts, ill provided
vith clothes or food. People thus indifferent to
private comfort, are not likely to attend to public
accommodation ; the roads, aecordingly, are very
indifferent, and -are often obstructed ‘by rocks and
mots of trees. The silver fir grows plentifully
in this district; especially near North Yarmouth;
wsdo the red oak, the while cak, and another spe-
dis that seldom exceeds fifieen fect in height. The
back fir, the Weymouth pine, the red cedar, the
ommon fir, the red maple, the Pennsylvania ash,
the black birch, and the dwarf birch, are also com-

Wood pigeons, and squirrels of different
fieds, abound in  the woods; the former emigrate

1 prodigious swarms to the southward, on the

ach of winter. Bears and wolves are rather

umerous.  We lately met a large bear within a
ile of a village; he crossed the road fearlessly.
thur imprudently pursued bim. The bear, not
ting pressed ‘with hanger, ran away with great
Eithier religion is at a low ebb, or civilization is
itlittle advanced, as I could hear of no building
eted for public worship throughout the province.

These
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These people enjoy a hcalthy climate, and frequently
attain a great age, lhough redical men are very
scarce among them. -

‘We are now stationed in the only place ﬂmt
dcscrves the nawe of a town. It is called Penobscot,
and contains abeut a thousand houses.

We were rather surprised yesterday to recon.
noitre our old acquaintance, the sca captain, who
travelled with us in the stage waggon between New
York and Boston. Tte pleasure of meeting seemed
mutual; and as he was just arrived from Nantucket,
we were the more earnest to engage him to dine
with us, that we might hear pews of our fajihfil
Sancho. . _

He told us that our friend (for bis fidelity and
gratitude entitle him to that appellation) was likely
to do very well, having already found continl,
cuployment in his ‘irade of a cooper; and s he
exceeded in neatness of workmauship, punctualiy,
and industry, there was no fear that he would gain
a competency, which was all that could be desired
in Nantucket, where the inhabitants are remarkabk
for the simplicity of their behaviour and the mo
deration of their desires. 'The wealthiest amongd
them make no display.of their riches, luxury being
unkiown in the island : no coacles, no finery o
grand houscs, but every one enjoys his gains in
comforts of life, and sharing them with his neigh
bours.

He described the island as a barren, sandy spd
{ba
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thal appears to be the summit of a hage mountain,
which extends under the water. It is covered here
and there with sorrel, grass, a few cedar-bushes,
and scrubby oaks. The swamps yield peat, which
is valuable for firing; and the ponds and lakes are
covered with wild-fowl and black dacks. The
shores abeund with the soft-shelled, the hard-
shelled, and the great sea-clams, a most nutritious
shell-fish.  Fishing is the principal diversion of
these islanders, and contributes materially to their
sapport. The most common fish are the streaked
bass, the blue fish, the tom-cod, the mackarel, the
tewtag, the herring, the flounder, and theeel. The
sea supplies their riches and employments. Few of
the inhabitants devote themselves 1o the cultivation
of the ground, though many of them possess pas-
tares for sheep, and a cow or two, which their wives
tike charge of, whilst they are gone on fishing
epeditions in distant latitudes. This general
description of Nantucket did not fully satisfy
‘Arthur, who was impatient to hear the partitulars
of Sancho’s situation. The captain replied to his
enquiries on the subject in the follewing words:
“The little money with which your bounty favoured
Sancho, has emabled him to .procure a house con-
veniently situated near the sea-shore. {t is a neat,
comfortable habitation, painted on the outside with
ochre, brought from a neighbouring island, called
Martha’s Vineyard, where a promontory, known
by the name of Gay-Head, yields a variety of

K earths
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earths, of different colours. His gratitude to you is
extreme; lhe atlributes all his blessings to your
generosity. His wife is remarkable for her industry
and attachment to her husband; and is estecineg
for her good natare by all her neighbours, which
gains him a great deal of custom; ‘and as thejr
frugality and good management are equal o their
assiduity, Sancho expects to save money, and
proposcs, when able, to purchasc a share in a whale
trader, and go in quest of that profitable fish; 3
profession that is followed by the prineipal men on
the island.” 4

This{ed to the subject of the whale fishery, carried
on by these bardy mariners; and the account is so
interesting, that I transmit the substance of it for
your entertainment. A .

The vesscls used for this purpose are not large, enone
and are always manned with thirteen hands, that Wh.alz
they may row two whalc—boals, the crews of whick ;Ifflle'
wust consist of six ;- four at the oars, onc at the camst
bows with the harpoon, and ihe uther at the helm. high ¢
It is indispensable that there should be two of these |l colject
boats, that if one should be overset in attacking the J8 forg), -
whale, the other should be ready to save the hands. | Frop, |
Five of the thirtecn are always Indians; and the [ a5 well
thirtecnth man remaias on board, to steer the vessel Som
during the action. None but young men arc fit for |l wil] a¢¢

- this employment, which requires great vigour and B of her ¢
. Agility. : ' and the
As soon as tliey arrive in those latitudes where B clement

whale
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whales are to be found, a man is sent up to the mast-
bead. If he sees one, he calls out, “¢ Await,
Pawana;” which signifies, ¢ Here is a whale.”
The boats are immediatcly launched, filled with
every implement necessary for the attack. They
row towards the whale with astonishing velocity.
When they have reached a proper distance, one of
them rests on its oars, and stands off to witness the
approachmo' engagement. ‘Fhe harpooner in the
other, in a Jacket closely buttoned, and a handker-
chief bound tight round his head, stands on the
bow, with the dreadful weapon in his hand, to the
shaft of which is firmly tied the cnd of a cord, that
is coiled up in the middle of the boat, with the other
. end fastened to the bottom.

When the harpooner judges that they are near
enongh to the whale, he orders them to stop. If the
whale has-a calf, whose safety attracts the attention

‘Qf fhe d'xmf, it is considered to be a favourable cire

camstance: if she hap ppens to be asleep, he balances
high the harpoon, trying in this critical moment to
collect all the‘energy he can exert. He launches
forth the instrument of death. She is struck.
From her first movement, they Judge of her temper,
as well as of their success.

Sometimes, in the sudden xmpnlse of rage, she
will attack the boat, and demolish it with one stroke
of her tail. In an instant the frail vehicle disappears,
and the assailants are plunged into the dangerous
clement. 'Were the whale armed with the Jaws of

K2 the
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the shark, and as voracieus, they never would
return home to amuse their listening wives with
the interestjng tale of their adventures. Sometimes,
onthe first stroke, she will dive, and disappear from
human sight, and every thing must then give way
to her velocity, or all islost. At other times, she
will swira away as if untouched, and draw the cord
with such swiftness, that it .will set the edge of the
boat on fire by the friction. 1f she rises before she
has run out the whole length, she is looked upon as
a sure prey.  The blood she has lost in her flight
weakens her so much, that, if she sinks again, il-s
bat for a shert time;; the boat follows her course with
an almost equal speed, Bhe soon re-appears, tired
with ber exertions, and having tinged the water with
her blood, dies, and floats upon the surface. Perhaps
at another time she may not be dangerously wound-
‘ed, though she carries the harpoon fast in.her body;
when she will alternately dive and rise, and swim
on with unabated vigour. She then soon reaclies
beyond the length of the cord, and carries the boat
along with amazing swiftness. The harpooner,
with the axe in his hands, stands ready. Whea
he observes that the bows of the boat arc much
pulled down by the diving whale, and that it
begins to sink deep, and to take in a great deal of
water, he brings the axe almost to the cord. He
pauses, still flattering himsclf she will slacken her
pace; but the moment grows critical—unavoidable

;k,langet {breatens them. But it is vain to hope;
' {heiz
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their lives must be saved : the cord is cut : the boat
rises again.  If; afler thus getting loose, she makes
a second appearance, they will attack and wound
her again. She soon dies; and when dead, is
towed alongside their vessel, where she is secured.
Their next care is to cut up their prey, and set the
kettles a boiling, in order to procure the oil, which
is the reward of thelr dangerous enterprize.

Different occupations promote vice or virtue,
according to their peculiar influence, The life of a
whaler is a continual exercise of fortitude, courage,
activity, and presence of mind ; qualities renowned
in thosc who have too often turned them to the
purposes of destroying or oppressing their fellow-
creatures, whilst they are sometimes overlooked in
the hardy mariner, who risks his life to procure a
maiutenance for himself and family, and contribates,
by his labours, to the good of the community,

The honest captain having finished his narration,
we thanked him for the information he had given
us, and Arthur entrusted bim with a letter and a
present to Sancho, after which we took leave. He
departed to his ship; and we are preparing to em-
bark on board a vessel bound to Boston.

Believe me, with sincere attachment, yours, -

HENRY FRANKLIN,

LETTER




LETTER XXIX.
Arthur Middleton to Edxin.

o Albany.
My pean Bovy,

‘W E came from Penobscot to Boston in 3
merchantman, beavily laden with a carge of firc.
weod ; it was happy for us our passage lasted but
two days, as the very deck was so crammed, that
there was only room for the steersman, which ren.
dered the voyage very disagreeable. Mr. Franklin
could not resist the pleasure of staying a few days
with our friends at Bos'or, whose hospitality
engaged us at different houses every day; in oneof
these cheerful rucetings, the conversation turned
upen the fine arts, and an Awmerican, who was
desirous of praising the talents of his coxﬁhymcn,
observed, that several of the celebrated artists whose
works adorn our public exhibitions in Londor,
were Americans. I was so ignorant, that I was
obliged to enquire who they were. ¢ The. president
of your Royal Academy,” said he, ¢¢ West, isa
native of Philadelphia, whose historical pictures
will transmit his fame to posterity. Stuart was bora
in Rhode Island, and Trumball in Connecticut,”
continued he, ¢“and this town may boast of having

given
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given birth to Copley, whose works need only be
scen to excite the warmest admiration. Can any
one,” said he, ¢¢cast his eyes on the Death of
Lord Chatham, or that of Major Pearson, and not
sympathize with the spectators in their sorrow.”
The company agreed in their encomiums, though
few of them had scen these pictures, and Mr.
Franklin politely closed the subject, by remarking,
that this group of painters, alone, was a trophy to
the genius of an infant country, which had not yet
bad leisure to draw forth the talents of her'sons in
cultivating the works of imagination. ¢ To these
pames,’’ continued he, ¢ let me add that of Ritten-
house, the self-taught astroromcr ; perhaps second
to no one of any country in that science, and the
inventor of so curious an orrery, that he may be
said te have approached nearer to the imitation
of the motion of the plancts, than any that has gone
before him. I am told also,” said be, ¢that the
real inventor of that instrament called Hadley’s
quadrant, was one Godfrey, an American. In
botany you may mention with applause the inde-
fatigable and amiable Bartram. Nor need I enlarge
on the genius of Washington in politics, er
Franklin in philosophy, so well known to all
Europe, for further proofs of the capacity of your
nation, fo excel in the various departments of taste
and science.” The company scemed pleased with
his complaisance, and we parted in the highest
good humour. - The time for bidding adien to
S K% Boston,
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Boster, and its agreeable inhabitants, being come,
we once more sallicd forth in a westerly dxrecuon,
‘threugh a coatinued village for twenty - miles,
.ﬂandsome heuses; cleanly and pleasant buildings
rumerous churches; neat gardens; erchards, rich
in autumnal fruit; fields covered with flocks
and herds, and adorned with clumps of trees;
enlivened our ride to Marlborough, and showed
the striking contrast between this part of the
country, and the district of Maine, through which
~ 'we had lately passed. The scene was something
‘similar the next day : in every village the strests
_-were lined with shops; cabinet-makers, shoe.
‘makers, saddlers, and tanners, besides other trades,
-were very frequent, and the land was carefully
cullivated, even where, in. places, it was stony and
socky. The furm-houses are numerous, neatly
~built- with wood, and painted wkite: the stables
~and barns are mostly red, and the fences are made
of stones, collected from the fields. At length we
; approached the beautiful river Connecticut, and
.crossed it in a ‘boat:: fifty miles further up the
stream it is navigable for small vessels. We passed
‘the night at Northamplon, the capital of the county
. of Hampshire, ia the state ot Massachusets: the
town is large, and hdndsomecly built. From this
. place our coutse lay across the Green Mountains, a
“wild, rocky tract of country;: but the hills are culs
tivated to the very summit. This chain of rocks led
us to the small, neat town of Pittsfield s thence we
continued
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continned to ascend a hilly country, and on the top
of Hlancock Mountain, passed the boundary where
the province of Massachusets is united to that of
New York. We reached New Lcbanon on a
Sunday morning, and observed many country
people, who had come on horscback:to the churches
we passed, pulting up their horses in open- stables,
built on purpose for the accommodationt of those
who come from a distance. This is a useful custom,
that prevails. in: most parts. of America. Heariog
that there was a settlement of the Shakers at this
place, we attended their public worship, - which
was held in a large meeting-house, furnished with
benches. The chief clder, who seems to direct
the whole ceremony, sat nearly in the centre.: At
fist, the most profound sience was observed;
when, on a signal from the chief clder, all present:
rose from their scats, and the men and women
formed two distinct rows opposite to.each other,.in-
form of a fan. 'They stood in this.position a few
minutes, when many of them began to-shake and
tremble. At the nod of their.direclor,- they fell on,
their knees; when presently. rising again,. they
chaunted, but no words could I distinguish. -This
ceremony being over,.a few- of the elders .of both.
sexes scated themselves. by the side of the chief
elder, who-made signs to the congregation to draw,
up in nine or ten companies, each sex still keeping
apart ;. the men .having first pulled off, and hung,
up,. their coats. - A general shout now, took .place,; .
K5 followed.
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foNowed by an odd kind of dance. The dancers
having retaken their seats, two women came in with
brooms, and swept, first on the men’s side, and
then on the women’s ; after this, the same ceremonies
¥-before were repeated. The service-lasted about
three hours; when it broke up, the people departed
in regular order, two and two, followed by the chief
elder. Blue is their favourite colour; for the
ornaments of wood-work, and the windoiv-frames
of the meeting-house, were painted sky-blue. The
men were dressed in blue coats, blue and white
spotted pantaloons, and black waistcoats. The
women worc long white gowns, blue petticoats,
blue and white spotted aprons, large square plaited
handkerchicfs, with plain caps tied under the chin,
We were not able to discover the opinions on
which they found their extraordinary mode of
worship and living. Each settlement forms a
republic, whose members work for the benefit of
the community, which, in turn, supplies all their
wants. ‘The chief elder may be called the governor
of the society, but the sect is always headed by a
woman, who may be comparel to the Pope; as
they believe her infallible, and when she dies, clect
another : even the chief elders are only her deputies.
Their village is remarkably neat and preity, and
their garden kept in the nicest order. 'They have
four large dwelling-houses, where the brethren and
sisters live in separate apartments; all the other
buildings are shops or warchouses, in which they
carry
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carry on a variety. of trades and manufactures.
They do not allow marriage; and oblige married
people who entér their society o renounce each
olber. ‘But, notwithstanding theii singukarities,
‘they are esteemed by their neighboars as-an in-
dustriows, .punctual, kind-hearted set of people. -
. When the service was ‘over, we returned to the
inn to dinner, close to which ‘we were shown a
mineral spring, that bursts forth from the declivity
of & mountain, and is esteemed efficacious in many
disorders. The rest of the road to Albany lies- in
the midst of a mountainous district, -but lately
brought under the plough. We took up our quar-
fers in this city for a weck or ten days: it is full of
Dutchmen and their descendants, and the appear-
ance of the buildings so thuch like those in Holtand,
that I could have fancied myself in a Dutch town.
It is distant fram New York one hundred and sixty
miles; has an extensive trade, and a’'good har-
bonr. Iit the old part of the town the streets. are
narrow, and the houses ugly; being built with the
gable end towards the street, the pyramidal part
rising in steps, and terminating with large iron.
weather-cocks, in the form of men or animals®
but the modern buildings are handsome, and the
streets broad. It is also well.paved and lighted.
Here are several places for worship, belonging to
different sects; the most remarkable is the Dutch
Lutheran church, a Gothic structure of singular
appearance.- 1 was much eatertained with the
. K6 manufactures
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‘manufactures of glass for windows and bottles, near
‘the town; as well as with a set of mills for preparing
tebacco, mustard, stapch,.and eacoa, worked by
[curious water machinery. A few years ago the
.chief of the inhabitants were of Dutch origin, byt
the, advantages for commerét are..s6 great, that
.strangers from all- quasters have settled here. The
trade is priacipally carried en with the produce of
the Mobawk country, and reacheg eastward as far as
agriculture and cultivated lands . extend. The
The exports mostly consist in timber and lumber of
every sort, pot and pearl ashes, grain, and manu.
factured goods; which are brought hither in winter
on sledges, and sent by the merchants to New York,
whence they are frequently expoited to Europe,
Getling money is the grand object at Albany, and
business the delight of most of the people ; yet a few
of the Dutch Dons have found leisure to entertain us
with great civility. Their hospitality, and our
acquaintance with an Indian Chief, have .defained -
us here some time. Our route is determined by
Mr. Franklin to the northward, to visit the shores
of Lake Champlain, whence I shall probably write
again. Adien.—A kiss to both my sisters, and do
not suffer absence to weaken your affection for
yours,

ARTHUR MIDDLETON.




LETTER XXX.

My, H’mry Franklin to kis Brother.

' :  dibany. .
. Dear Bna-rntn,

THIS place is much resorfed t:) by the
Indians; and as I am particularly desirous of make
ing acquaintance with them, wherever they cross
-my path, that I may gain ‘a thorough knowledge of
their character, I have lengthened my stay, and
have been well recom pensed by an introduction to
Kayashota, a chief of the Mohawks, who has had
an European education, and to great tiatural talents:
adds the most amiable manners.  He has been with
me every day, and has given me some eurious
particulars concerning the Six Nations, which
inhabit the neighbourhood of :the Great Lakes..
He feels a patriotic warmth for the welfare of the
Indians in general, and his own natioa in particualar;
and sometimes speaks rather jndignantly of the en-
croachments and arts, too often used by the Eyropean
setilers, to diminish the territories of these, the native
possessors of the soil.” He loves to maintain the
glory of the warlike achievements of the Indian
heroes ; and has communicated to me some interest-
ing details of the war between these people and the
Americans,
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Armcricans, which, though it will form a little
volume, 1 shall transcribe for_your amnsément,
believing it will be acccptab!s‘afo you, from its
novelty, and authenticity of facts very little known,
related in the truc Indian style, though in an English
dress. S

As [ do not desire to increase the bulk of this
bacliet, I shall introduce you immediately to my
Indian friend, who, with his pipe i his hand,
addressed me nearly as follows.

¢« The Six Nations form a confederacy, or federal
union, without cither having any superiority ove
the others. This league consists of the Mohawks,
the Oneidas, the Onondagas, the Cayugas, the
Senecas, and the Tuscaroras. Each of these nations
is again divided Iato three tribes, or families, who
are distinguished by diffcrent arms, or ensigns. The
Tortoise, the Bear, and the Wolf; are the tokens
put to all treaties by our chicfs, who maintain their
authority by honour or shame, having no other
restraint over the people.

«In former times, diffefent circamstances caused
various Indian tribes ta emigrate to new situations.
Some of these occur to me at this moment, which
it may be gratefol fo you to know. Those whoare
gometimes called River® Indians inhabited the
north side of Hudson’s River, below Albany, and
afterwards formed the village of Stackbridge. Some

* Maliingans or Mubkekanok, -
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of them learned to cultivate the land, whilst olhers
were sunk in indolence. The better sort, com-
passionating their destitute brethren, removed to the
Oneidas, who bestowed a sufficient tract of land
upon them, wherf; they formed a scttlement called
Brothertown. Many of this tribe betook themselves
{o the Miami country, in the neighbourhood of
Lake Michigan ; and the Little Turtle, a renowned
chief of the Miamis, is said to be one of their
descendants. A band of these River Indians retired
to Long Island, and afterwards removed to the
westward, where, having buta small portion ofl'md
they generally support themselves in the fisheries.

¢ The Miamis have very much mixed with the
Six Nations, as may be said of the Eropus Indians.
Numbers of the New England Indians went to
Canada and the westward. The Freneh call them
Abinakies, which resembles the common name
given by the Chipperas to all the sea-coast tribes.
The Narragons remain the most in a body. in these
- parts: they wear the European dress, and-are
chiefly employed in the fisheries. The generality
of those who remained on the coast acquired pro-
perty, and blended with the other inhabitants,
mostly deserting their tribe. Some owed their
tuccess to superior prudence and industry; but
others, T fear, from conniving at the sale of lands
beneath their value, and sharing the profits with
the speculators. 'The rest, wbo, from their sim-

_ plicity
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l\/_\plicity and”want-of for-esight, remained poor, united
Jgelher, and enjoyed in common the small reserves
Z_/of their possessions, which just preserved them
from dependence. At . present the Oncidas are
furthest to the eastward of any of the confederated
tribes, known by a name* signifying a fixed house;
as they consider themselves one house, divided
into five families, or five places; having originally
consisted of five natious only, till the Tuscaroras
were permitted to join them.  Ancient tradition
says; that a Mohawk chicf, called ‘Tekanawitagh
went westerly, with design to unite in firm compact
the five dinlects.  Ododsefhte, a principal chicf o]
{he Oncidas, with his tribe, was adopted by him
as his son. These two feaders proceeded together
to Onoadagat, where Thadsdashon presided. They
could not persuade him to accede to their proposal,
but by giving him the dignity of Guardian of
the General Council, which was to be held at his
village. These new associations werestyled brothérs;
as were the Senecas, who being the most westerly,
seceived a name}, signifying a bearing the daor of
the houscs

* Akononghtropi.

4 Most of the [ndian-names are significant. Onondaga
was givea to this tribe from its.situation on a hill; on this
occasion, of obtaining the precedency, it received that of
Roghsenuakeghte, or Title Bearer. .

Bonninhokhont,

The
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« The Cayugas were adopted as a son, the
younger brother of the Oneidag, Agreeably to what
I have already told you, the confederacy at first
consisted of three brothers and their two sons; but
the Tuscaroras, from Carolina, having been adopted
amongst thesons, there are now three of each.

«The innovations of the European settlers on the
native territories of the various nations of Indians,
bas been the general cause of wars between them ;
except the Indians have been induced by the
arts of the contendihg powers, who haze intruded
themselves into our country, to take part in their
guarrels  as allies. In the American war, the
Mohawks, Ondagas, Cayugas, and Ondowagas,
retired to the neighbourhood of Niagara, and con-
tinued in hostility with the Americans till the peace
of 1783. The Onondagas and others preferred
neutrality, till they were roused to arms by
Sulivan’s invasion of their territory, Most of the
Oneidas reinained in the interest of the Americans,
The British allies not being sufficiently protected
by the peace, the southern and western tribes con-
tinned to oppose the Americans till 1795, when
they concluded a treaty with General Wayne, who,
on setting the boundary line, which had been the
subject of contest, paid them twenty thousand
dollars, and agreed to give them eight thousand
agpually, The Cherokees, from a similar treaty,
receive also a large pension in money. From the
wisdom of the present government of the United

States,
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States, a hope warms my breast that peace wij
continue, and the rising generation forget the art of
war. Let the Americans, (said he,) remember the
losses sustained by the defeat of their armies, the
distresses of their back scttlements, and. the smal}
advantages they gained from their most fortunate
campaign under general Wayne, m 1794, ang
the philanthropic sentiments of the good and wise
will prevail to cherish the tree of peace, over tle
council of the haughty and unjust.”

To my enquiry, What effects their intercourse
with Europeans had had on their manners, e
gravely replied: ¢ The circumstances in which
the Awncrican war placed the Indian confederacy,
has injured their simplicity, and frequently so
much changed their mode of lite, as to oblige them
to degend on the British forts for a supply of pro.
vision; their corn ficlds having been destroyed,
and game being there too scarce to depend wholly
on the chace. They were detained in the neigh-
bourhoodl of Niagara, to assist us in its defence,
and often employed in incursions on the American
frontier. The intervals were too frequently spent
in licentious dances and drinking; vices to which,
in similar circumstances, the most polished nations
are pronc. The men neglected their hunting, and
were fed and clothed as a reward for their warlike
achievements; but there being no regular systen
in bestowing thesc donations, it often happenal
that the boldest fared the best, and that the

gifts
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gifis which were intended to be the recompence of
f,mvery and merit, served only to stifle virtue and
encourage vice. Nor die the decorum and industry
of the female sex suffer less.

¢ Since that unhappy period, these irregularities

are greatly vanished. The men have resumed
the chace ; and many of them are employed in the
labours of the corn field. They practise the arts
of building and fencing. Their cattle and horses
have greatly increased, and numbers use the
plough as well as the hoe, in the cultivation of the
land. :
“ The moral conduct of such of the Six Nations
as adhere to the religion of their forefathers, has
been improved by the influence of their decams,
which has also led them to mcet frequently for the
observance of their sacred feasts.

“When the French found it difficult to subdue
the Six Nations by force, they sent missipnaries
amongst them. The priest who went to the
Mobawks, soon acquired the language and af-
fections of the people, many of whom embraced
Christianity. From his custom of rising early to
prayer, they called him the harbinger* of day.

“The people of New York cxcited a jealousy
amongst the Six Nations, lest the French should
subject them by meaans of {he priests; and in a
gencral * council they determined to send them

* Tchawenndenshhawighten,




away. The Mohawks were unwilling to part with
their beloved father, and at the same time reluctap;
to displease their brethren; many of them, there.
fore, accompanied him to Montreal, and were
joined by others from the Mohawk villages, so thyt
it appears that a great part of that tribe removeg
thither. Several villages were established at gif.
ferent places by the Mohawks ; one at Caghnawags,
near the cataracts of the St. Lawrence; ancther
about forty miles up the same river, composcd both
of Mohawks and Onondagas; and the village of
Cancghsadage, on the side of the mountain of
Montrcal. These are inbabited by six hundry
warriors, have each churches and priests, and
observe the forins of the Roman Catholic religicn
punctually. They cultivate their lands, and pos.
scss caltle and horses.  The men undergo great
fatigue in the beaver hunting excursions, where,
-owing to the scarcity of animals used for food, inthe
northern countries, which abound with furs, they are

obliged to carry heavy loads of provisions. Profit §

induces others to accompany the Canadian traden
in distant voyages to the northward ; but the length
of the way, and accidents, destroy numbers, and
check population. English missionaries were after-
wards sent to the original .- villages, but they made
a slow progress in gaining converts.
¢¢ During the various French wars, the Romu
Catholics were on their side ; but the other part of
the Six Nations were all for the English.
¢¢ Previously

th
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¢ Previously to the American war, the yellow fever
yad made great havock amongst the Mohawks and
olber trives ; so that, at its commencement, but few
of the old warriors remained.

«The Mohawks, in the dispute betwecen the
mother country and the colonies, although in the
midst of -an American sefllement, decidediy joined
{be king’s interest, and went to Niagara, and pre-
wiled with some of the other tribes (o unite in the
same cause. A

“A great number of the Oncidas having been
wnverted, by a missionary from New Enaland, to
the doctrines of the Presbyterians, and feeling a
jalousy of the Mohawks, continued on the side of
the Americans,

«The elders of the other tribes did not unani-
mously agree {o enfer into the war for a counsiderable
time, because they considered the English and
Americans as the same people, though they had
quarrelled ; and that when a reconciliation should
ke place between them, whatever side they had
taken, they should gain the ill-will of both. W hilst
these reasons restrained the chiefs from coming to
adecison, a number of the warriors, inclined to
war, took an active part. The surprise of some of
their villages by parties of American soldiers, coin-
ciding with other circumstances, drew them at Jast
gererally into hostilities. 'Were I, (said Kaya-
fiota,) to recount every battle and skirmish \in
xhich the taway warriors distinguished themselves

for
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for bravery and activity, I should tire your patience;
but I will relate some of the most memorable actions,

« The batile of Ariska was fought near Fort
Stanwix. Five hundred Mohawks, Onondagoes
and Senecas, assisted Colonel St. Leger in the siege
of that fort, when nine hundred Americans, under
General Harkerner, attempted to draw them from it;
but the Indians met them on their way, and defeat.
ed them, with the loss of several hundreds, near
Ariska Creek, whilst only thirty of their warriors
were killed.

¢« Jn 1779, Sulivan invaded the country of the
Six Nations, with a large army of several thousand
men. About the same time there was an alarm of
another invading army from the quarter of Fort
Pitt, which circumstance obliged a grcat number
of warriors to cover the villages towards the Alle-
gany; so that there were only seven hundred to
oppose Sulivan, including one hundred rangers,
who were loyalists, or prisoners, embodied under
Colonel Butler, who, from his knowledge of the
customs and manners of the Six Nations, was
appointed agent for the British government.  The
want of unanimily and system amongst the leaders
of the main body, was a greater obstacle to {heir
success, than the inferiority of their numbers would
have been, if properly conducted. The corruption
of their manners, and attachment to their own

“tribes, (whose private glory they sought, rathe
than
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than the general welfare,) diminished their energy
and disinterestedness; and made the leader who
commanded a numerous party more anxious lest
he should contribute to the advantage of him who
bad a small one, than he was to unite against the
enemy. ‘

“The partiality of the British agents, in hestowing
their favours upon those who gained an influence
from their knowledge of the English language,
esciled jealousy in others whose merits were over-
looked.  These jarring interests did not, however,
prevent them from hovering in front of the American
army, with a confidence of superior prowess, and a
promise of victory; but the enemy was suffered to
get through a pass, where there was a good ground
of expectation that the resistance of the Six Nations
woald have been crowned with success.

“Here I must stop the progress of my history,
fo relate an extraordinary exploit of a young
Cayuga warrior, who, in a fit of bravado, is said
fo have stripped naked, and armed only with a
spear, to-have entered the American camp, where
he slew several, ard then returned to his country-
nen unhurt. .

“ When the Americans bad advanced nearly to
the remotest habitation of the Ondowaga, the most
western eanfon of the Iroquois, the warriors felt
indignant that in their time should happen, what
had not been known since the confederacy—that
30 enemy should pass through the whole range of

their
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their house, as they express it; and, still more 1
their disgrace, that it shonld bave been suffered
without a desperate resistance. It was therefore
resolved, notwithstanding the disparity of npum.-
bers, o make a stand at Onakaron, on the Upper
Genessee Road, at the passage of a river.

¢ 'T'lic high, steep banks, were not found such an
advantagcous situation, as they were at first suppos.

ed, from the disparity of numbers, which was in |
the proportion ot hundreds to thousands. Several
chiefs propased to atlack the Americans, and ep.
deavour to cut off a wing, by a sudden onst,
rather than to wait for them with such an inferior
force, in any fixed place. An entrenchment on
the eminence was preferred. The Americans began
ihe action by an attack on the entrenchments : the
warriors stood firm till: the enemy passed their
flank, and, it was imagined, had got in their rear,
Terrificd with the idea of being surrounded, the
main body fled : about an hundred rewmained fight
ing aslong as they could, and, by their later retreat,
in some measure covered the first fugitives. Many
of the chiefs distinguished themselves by exhortation
and example; amongst these were colonel Brand;
.. and Montour, famous for his undaunted braygry
and intrepid conduct. As soon as the enegy
appeared 10 be environing them, he proposed 2
fiercc attack in front before the remainder could
_come up; but the general apprehension for the
safety of their families, who were at ne great
distance




distance from their rear, prevented his advice from
being adopted. ’ ‘

« After this defeat, the greater part of the Six
Nations retired to Niagara, and by the destruction
of their villages, corn, and cattle; became dependent
on the fort for their provisions; which was a greater
misfortune than their loss of .men. They would
have felt it less, if the country had yet so far
abounded in game as to have made up the defi«
ciency of their eorn by plenty of venison. Being
unaccustomed to salt provisions, which was their
principal substitute, much sickness and - mdrtality
ensued. The desire of vengeance increased with
their misfortunes, and the back settlements were
| asaulted by war parties, in all directions. It is to
be lamented that revenge was foo often indulged
by acts of cruclty on the innocent; but they were
exasperated against the Americans, who did not
spare even the aged : forgetful that, in the vigour
of youth, those limbs that were now too enfeebled
to injure them, had defended their infancy against
the French. ¢

“ Some overtures for peate were madé through
the medium of the Oneidas, who adhered to the
Americans; but they were rejected, and the war
pursued with unanimity : but it appeared, that the
peaceable had suffered more from their confidence
in those with whom they wished to-remaiin friendly,
thaa the hostile, from the battles they had fought,

. 'L
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<¢ From this period, to. the conclusioh of peate
in 1783, every spring was ushered in by irruptiods
on the frontiers;: and . those places which some
_years before had been, the seat of rural indostry,
{cultivated. ficlds, - rapidly improving under the
care of the husbandmam, along ‘whose borders the
Iroquois,” or Delaware bunters, ;pursued the flying
. deer, and exehanged with their- mose sedentary
newhbours the produccof the chace, for that ¢f
then ﬁclds or dairics, or the far-fetched articles of
European commuce,) now became the scencs of
Ablood and devastation, The hunter’s approach,
_which used to be anticipated. with pleasure, now
_excited a dire alarm to all jthe summndmg nemh.
‘bourhood » ¢ Such are the. horrars of war,” said
1, ¢ yet all nations plunge into ity for matters of
small consequence to their welfare.” ¢ Too true,”
said Kyashota : ¢ the spirit of revenge at this time
fanned the flames of discord; some considerable
attacks were made on the Mohawk iver, “and i
‘the ncwhbourhood of Albany. Genenl Brown
_being sent with a detachment to pursue the ravagers,
the Irequeis and loyalists suffered him to overtake
them :- a battle ensued, and with inferior number
they defeated him. The cruelties committed in
this quarter, were more the acts of straggling parlies,
than authorized by the main bedy. - The greatat
enormities. happened _in Cherry. ‘Valley.  Some
accounts lay much - bamc on Colonel Butler for

thcsc excesses; but let it be rememberel, thit
though
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{hough the warriors respected him, as deputed by
the British government to preside over their affuirs,
yet they are subject only to their own chiels, who
at this juncture were animated with the same
spirit of vengeance as the common people. Colonel
Brand, and some others converted to Christianity,
should be excepted from this reproach, for they
used their utmost influence to restrain the fury of
the warriors. These scttlements to the castward
of the Iroqueis were not the only sufferers; those
{o the-south, en thc banks of the Susquehannah,
and down the Ohio, felt equally the distresses
of war. One of the most considerable battles
&t this time was fought at Wioming. The place
was attacked by a party of five hundred men,
Indians and loyalists; Kayashoten, a celebrated
war chief of the Scnecas, was their principal

leader.
¢« As the/Americans had made great complainis
of defenceless women and children being attacked
in the settlements, in this instance they scat to
the commander to -collect his warriors, and that
they would wait for him at an appointed place.
Kayashoten, who had been a distinguished warrior
against the English, in the war which succecded the
expulsion of the French from Canada, addressed
the British agent, Colonel Butler, to this purpose s
¢Since I have been a warrior, the English bave
only known me as an enemy; now, they shall
know me as a friend; and I trust, with the favour
L2 - of




220
of the Great Spirit, that they will find m; aid
eeffectual to the detriment of their enemies.’ He
" ‘then urranged the line in order of battle, ang
commanded that none should fire untit he gave the
war shout. They received the Americans lying
-flaton the ground. The enemy advanced firing, and
_insulting them with the most opprobions language,
After receiving the second fire, the war shout was
given, and their well-directed shot soon threw the
American line into confusion ; and with the spear
and tomabawk they completed the rout. The
s]aughtcr was immense, and the less on our side
very mﬂmg,/lhough the numbers were nearly equal,
A vast concourse of prisoners were taken from the
peighbourhood, many of whom now form part of
the population of Upper Canada.
¢ Brovity obliges me to pass over many skir.
mishes in the vicinity of the Minisink ; yet I must A
relate the success of Colonet Brand, with a parly
of ninety men, when surprised and in Janger.
' After having attacked and destroyed some part of
the neighbouring settlements, they were retiring,
unprepared for an enemy, when the rear ws
‘apprized of the attack by a firing in the front.
Abont an handred and sixty - of the American Militia
had pm'sned this party, and the more cffectually o
surprise them, bhad, by another route, got befor
them, and taken possession of a fording place, which
they knew must be passed. - 'When the van, there-

lore, were Crossing, they were salated with ball
The
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The fire, however, was not so coolly directed as to
‘be very detrimental.  The rear of the Indian baad

hastened to-the support of their brethren, matually

exhorting lo exertions for their succour. Oue said,
that it was his custom, when overtaken in his

retreat, 1o add to the number of his prisoners and -

the scalps he had already taken from the enemy ;

apother, that he never turned his heel on an attack-

ing foe. The woods presently: re-echoed the shouts.
of the tawny warriors ; and théir leaden messengers
of death so0 effectually answered those of the assaile:
mts, that they were reduced to act on the defensive.
The Americans bad sheltered themselves behind
heaps of stones, which, rendered the approach of,
the Indians very dangerous and difficult; at last,
however, they broke through every obstacle, and.
thoroughly routed them. Ninety were left on the

field; whilst the Indians had only six killed, besides

tome wounded.
¢ The peace concluded in 1783, between Groat
Britain and America, caused a cessation-of hostie
lities in this quarter; but the lands of the Indians
were by no means guaranteed by the treaty. From
latitude 45. the line passed through the main stream
of the St. Lawrence, and the ceatre of the Lakes
Ontario, Erie, Huron, and Superior, with the
draits of communication between them. The
country to the south of this line was ceded to the
United States, without any restrictions respecting
e territory of those tribes who had fought for
L3 the
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#he royal cause. But the States, either from a reve.’
rence for justice, or in order to avoid a rencwal of
war with the Six Nations, always endeavourcd to
annul their rights by sums of money, previously (o
the settlement of any part. -

¢ Some time after the ratification of peace, pri-
vate speculaiors attempted to- obtain lands from
the Six-Nations, by partiat comferences, without

consulting the general council of these fribes ;-

but neither the Indian chieflains, nor the United
States, would ratify the bargain. Some purchases
from different {ribes were made, and though they
were sold too cheap, the payment of the anudal
interest has been punctual. During these trans.
actions with the Six Nations,- the western tribes
seem neither to. bave been perfectly at peace or
war.

¢ I'n former times, when tlie Six Nations were
united, and far more numerous than at present,
with intrepid independent chiefs to conduct them,
they were highly vencrated in this part of the
world; and though deprived of several of these
advantages, their name is still respected by the
neighbouring tribes. In their treaties they always
hold the language of an independent people, and
jn that character they proposed, a little before
the peace of 1783, to ihe Oltawas, Cheppawas,
Pontéwattomies, Shawanons, Gherokees, and Creeks,
a general confederacy, fo protect their respective

temritories, and oppose the cnemies of Great Britain,
- The
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pr@prte‘fy of this propesal’ whs buf ‘Jhs%‘pcrc
ceifedy:by ‘many, when péaeebeineeh Britain and?
iy United States was concladed; &nd dﬁ‘puti(’s1
rom the Six Nations met thdse from the ofher frfbes; .
at Sandusky ¢ thé- latter,’ to express “the rédoTutivie
they had taken to unite: fo- thic “commoni'cfuséZ
the former, to request “a “cessation ‘of "all “fusther
hstility. The deputies from ' the western ' fribes
thought that the chicfs of the Six Natiohs -weré?
“doped by ill advisers; muleal *confidénce - tad
weakened ; and -some on botbi sides” appeared t6°
be swayed wore by: privaté views thian the public’
benefit=- A ‘partial Reaty with- the Américans was’
Yeld at Muskingham, in:which-a considérable tract:
of country was given up fo them, which gave
great. offence ‘to :those who - were ‘absent, ‘The’
serious chiefs, however, only remonstrated against
the 1mpmpne!y‘ of such contraets, and ‘would riot
allow any agreement 1o be ivalid, which was Tiot
mnctioned by gineral: eonsent. . ’l’he young warriors:
were not so oderate. On hearing the claims of the
Americans, in eonsequence of the treaty with Great
Britain; and sesingthem attempt to-make surveys;:
with their baughty deportment at ‘Muskingham,
and: the: §erogulprities: of 'the Virginians, conspired
to incline them :more to wak-thaa: peace. Some of
the most forwan] even carried: oa hostilities. in-
small defached -parties; and the subsequent cone
duct of the Amencans soon caused them: (o become
more general. ee

L4 /: In




“1a 1787 or 1788, a meeting was to be held,
by deputics from the different tribes, at Wappato.
maki, the principal village of the Shawanons, to
coanfirm the union, and endeavour to obtain justice
with respect to the beundary. About fifty of the

Six Nations, aud smaller parties from the vther
tribes, being arrived, the Shawanons, ith their
accustomed hospitality, wishing to give the best-
ealestainment to their gpests, weat to hunt buffaloes,
as being a greater marity than venison. - The party
fror the Six Nations, rather than.remain. inactive,
weat with them' to the chace. Near the expected
time of their wturn, cleuds-ef -Jdust rising from:
the. surtounding plaing Urew the attemtion” of the
warwn, and thase who were left in the village,
They supposed it was the return of the hunters,
especially when horsemen appeared ; but on'a neater.
viow; they: perceived it .to be the ememy. The
few warriors who wuve there, not exceeding thirty,
raa to-avms, and made a tesolnie: oppesition 5 bt
what wassuch a-handful of men against a thousand.
Most of them fell ; but whilst they were sacrificing
themseloes in. this gallant defenice; ‘the women with
their children bad time to escape; ‘8o that, I believe,
the enemy did not take abowe forty: ef thes pri-
senem... When: the hanters - retnrned;; -joyfully
anticipsting the satisfaction they sheuld deriw
from theeociAl -entertaiaments they had prepared
for thelr brethresy and :the acclamationa of theit
wives for their exertions and success, (being usually

* saluted
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alated by them at their doors with smiling coun~
tenances,) all was in gloomy silence; heaps of
ashes and half-burat timber were onty to be found
where their houses had stood ; and the paths where
they had formerly strolled in peace, were now
sprinkled with the blood of their friends. Angnuishr
and rage took possession of their hearts. Al
burned with a desire of vesgeance. They, how-
ever, received a glcam of comfort on finding that
many of their families had escaped, and wese'
secure in the neighbouring thickets. Some weror
for pursuing the enemy immediately, but they were:
restrained, from (be improbability of overtaking:
them, and their apprehension for the safety of
their friends who were prisoners, should they attack
any place in hopes of finding them. At length it
was resolved to obtain prisomers sufficient to make:
an exchange, which in a little time was effected 5
trusting to the Great Spirit for a favourable ter-
mination, and cautioning tkemsclves in fature to
be unanimous in peace or war. The general in-
slination was for the latter; particularly afier the
treacherous conduct of the Americans towards
these who were willing to have been at peace on.
_wasonable terms. The frequent meetings of the
different trihes inspired confidence and hope of
mutual assistance. But the geperal zeal of the
young warriors to make one common cause, Was.
diverted from its natural coarse by artful intrigass;.
* the current of a river is turned by the ingenious.

L5 epgincet
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engineer ' from ifs . natural bed, and only a smalt
stream is left, formed from the drops that force
throogh his bulwark. Thus it was in this instance;
particularly- with the warriors of the Six Natio,,s:
who, from their adjacent situation, nurober, and
character, were the allies most coveted, and the
most able to-assist the Shawanons, had their chicfs
been animated with- as parc patriotisn as them-
selves. But the thirst for gain drew those leaders
into. prisate conferences with the Americaans,. un-
koown to. their allies, with the hope of obtaining
the price that might be offered for peace. Their
recommendations of it, thercfore, on all occasious,
became -suspected to the Shawanons and others,
whe expressed their sentiments so frecly as to give
offence, and in their turn became the objects of
blame, as seeking war, more for the sake of plunder
than necessity.

" These mutual jealousies had risen to-a great
height in 1793.—Bat te return to-the year 1390,
General Harmer, with fifteen hundred men, arrived.
at the Miami fown; the chief residence of the
Shawanons, since their misfortuncs at ‘Wappa-
tomaki. At that lime-a great. namber of the
. warriors were absent at their hunting grounds, and
{here were osly about five or six bundred Indians
.in- the neighbourhood o opposc him. Nor were
these all collected on his arrival ; but the few that
were there did not neglect to harass hira by continval
slarms, and deprive him of his horses and cattle.
. At
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At Tast thé: genetal fight began:; ‘and - though some
Ottowas, who had too hastily engaged! befare- the:
others came'upy::were obliged ‘to - give: wey; and
keep for some: dls(ance a rumting fight, yel, when:
their forces were united, ‘the: woods. re-echding the
shouts  of fthecwgrtiogs, ‘and« exhortdtions of the
chiefs, the Ameéricans-could ‘mo’ longer sustain the:
well-directed. fira- and- imipetuous onset of ‘the bre-
thren. - They fled; and panic-fear brought up the-
rears- The pursuers; some on horseback; and. others:
on foot, followed; -and cuf them' down uatil .they.
were tired of shughter. Agushawa; an Oftawa
chief of much repute, saved hundreds- of -them;:
by representing;. that blosd enoagh was. shed: for:
one day,and that the Great Spirit might be offended.
at their prosecuting the success he had given. them;;
without mercy or compassion; and that be might.
yet give them other opportunitics .of averging:
themselves on-their enemies. . Amongst: the leaders:
who acquired fame, none was meré distinguished:
than a female of the: Ottawa tribe.. ' With her
exhortations she imperded the flight. of (hese whos
first retreated, and' urged them to’renew the fight:
with redonbled fury. ¢ Warriors,’ said-she, ¢1 have
ever heard:you pride:youtselves on; your superiority:
to those enemies, whom. you have held in contemipt,.
and do I now see you: shrink at inequality of num--
bers! - What js that to men like you, whos when;
Your .voices were heard in the circle. of WHEriondy.
and the woods resounded with your songs of war,
L6 each.




each of you seeedl af if he wonld be undaunted aof
3 host. = 'Did yoa riot come here. to-aid your
distressed: brother, the Shawanon, who has confided
in your manly protection? but if you thus shame.
folly quit the field, in a manner unworthy of your
tribe, unworthy of yourselves, they will think they
have been deceived in supposing that yoa were.
men, and that your nembers would' count in the
day of baltle. If love to your friends and brothers
© is"not mﬁment to sustain your courage against
naequar numbers; let the ‘insolence of your enemies,
who fiave presumed to intrude their standard into
the -cbuntry given (o your ancestors aad to yoa
by the Great Spirit. Show them: that they are
mistaken in expecting an easy conquest; and that
their pambers, discipline, and mighty preparations
of ‘wat are ineffectual, when opposed to your innate
courage, assisted by .the Protecting Spirit that
watches over .our destiny. Death is glodous to
the brave, as life is hoanourable ; but tlie flying das<
tard shamefully falls o victim' to his pusillanimity;.
or if be escapes, it is but to piae away in contempt
the remainder of a worthless life.”  The warriors
were mtich abashed by the spirited ‘reproaches of
this beroine; and if they had disgraced themselves.
“in ‘her eyes by retreating with such disparity of
numbers, they. re-establiched their character for
bravery, ‘when joined by the others, though then
ﬁcydidmtm«ntto -ha¥f tbe number of the
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eseaty. A few nobly fell, whilst others received
hosourable marks. of the day. -The surprise and
indignation of the Americans. at. this defeat occge.
sioned another army to be raised, which was to
exceed the former greatly in aumbers. These tribes,
whilst acting -on the offensive, had carried on a
desultory war, by means of small parties, who were
seldom able to effect any thing important ; which
made the Americans suppese they would be easily
overcome, and that, if they should be attacked, it
would be only some random shet, by which a few
might fall. They seemed to have forgotten many
occarrences, in which these tribes, when roused to
take the field in considerable bodies, had displayed:
a confidence equal to their force. . _
“ During the summer of 1791 this vaunted army
was raised under Sinclair, and advanced towards
the Miami, presuming that all natare woald be
impressed with awe at the approach of such a’
potent force; that the twees of the forest would bow
inreverence ; ‘the lakes and rivers shrink at the
voice of their general, in fear of annihilation; and
@ to the bipeds of the wilderness, they were to he
put under the groand, or into the water to feed the
fish, and make way for their fellow men of the-
towas and coltivated fields. _
- % The ardour of the tribes to give them a warm
reception, was increased by the late expeditidn of
General Wilkinsop, - who, with some hundred
cavalry, attacked a retired village, a few days’
; Journey
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to the south-west -of the Miami towns. " He came
upon it ‘unexpecledly; ‘and’ approached it - witl
stich undauited valour:as to frighten all the women.
arid children, who-fled to the adjacent thicket,
like young pheasants on the approdch of an enemy,
~whilst their mother #muses him from the pursuit,
About fifteen poor ﬁ:Hows who were in the village
fought bravety, and some- fell.—But to retarn to
- the ad vancing -army, to oppose which, warriors
from the different tribes assembled at the Miami
towns 10 awaitits approach ;- but this was so much
delayed by building. forts, that:the confederated:
tribes, who wished te bave the~matier .speedily |
terminated, that they might not .be: dotained from
their hunting, grew- i{niia‘ﬁexit, aml .detesmined to
go. in ‘quest of .their | enemies: - Two hundred
_warriors of the generous Shawanons, which indeed
were all that remained in these parts of that brave
but unfortunate people, who had for:a long series of
yenss been unjustly oppressed--and harassed with
_ consequent wars, against which their gallant war-
riors cver opposed their freats. The body of this
people had retired to the westward, and left only
this remnant in their ancient settiements. Being
the mest zealous, and-having suffered most from the
enemy, the lead was consigned to- them- by joint
- consent, and one of their elder chxeftams took the
principal direction. .
" ¢¢TheDelawares, who had inhabited the Atlantic

shages, but by gradual retirement had now reached,
‘ . the
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fhie fertile banks of the Miami, joined them, with'
three. hundred stardy warriors. The Wyandots
and the Iroqueis, both famed for a: persevering’
valour and hardy stratagems of war, and either
from this cause, or ancient obscure traditions,
styled Elder Brethren by all the adjatent tribes,
except the Delawares, wlio with- yet- greater reve-
rence, give them the appellation of Uncle: these
furnished two hundred determined wartiors, emulous
of adding new glory to the fume acquired by their
ancestors; and though the Shawanons:had the lead
in council, the post of honour in the line was
given to- thems " Fhe mild, honest, arxd brave
Ottawas, whose far-scattered, but numerous bands,
from the shores of the Lake to the banks of the
Mississippi, yet retain their ancient simplicity,
added an hundred warriors to the host, from the
villages at Miami’s roaring rapids, and the bay that
opens into Lake Erie’s wide, cxtensive’ views; led
by the valiant Agushawegh, nephew to the famous
Pontiac. Though from. their distant.situation they
did not come so much to-resent their own wrongs,’
as to assist their feiends, where flights of water-fon}
cause-a thundering noise, and their mighty. cackle
gives the fowler warm hopes. of the morning’s
sport. Some scattered ‘warriors from the, Ponte-
watomie’s plains, and Miamis, not famed for their
good qualities, but as they ineluded the .valiant
Litte Turtle, amounted to an bundred and fifty.
In.all, nine bundred.and fifty. - Thjs determined
troop
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troop began their march, the air resounding with
their war songs and animaling shouts. The fright-
ened deer run in all directions, when they penetrate
the woads, and the young warriors divide in searck
of provisions. The aged, and- many others, keep -
the road, and form the encampment at the ap.
pointed place, where the hunting warriets arrive,
Joaded with the spoils of the place. -
¢ After a few pleasant days’ journey in this manner
{he scodts return, about the time of eacamping,
when the sun was-fast sinking behind the western
clouds, and relate that the enemy's camp Was
piched pear them, on a meandering branch ef
the Waback. The chiefs exhort to be in readiness
by the morning’s dawn te give assault; and permit
the youthful warriors, during the night, to acquire
borses by disembarrassing their . enemies of them.
At the approach of day, the chiefs call to arms, and
the excampment resounds with the exhortations and
plandits of the warriors. They march in files,
according (o their tribes, and arrive in good order
at General Sinelair’s encampment, which was ona
point rather elevated, and nearly encompassed with
the siver. A bottom in front was occupied by a corps
of riflemen. On the approach of the Linawegh
Indians, the riflemen fire, but instantly shrink from
their impetuous onset: the.line extends, and forms,
with apimating shouts and steady fire. The
" Ammerican cannoo belch fames and smoke, sending
their hard contents to rat(le amongst the trecs, and

lop
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lop their unfortanate branches. Thelr noisy roar
attracts the warrior’s attention, and showers of
Jeaden deaths assail their attendants, who become
the objects, insteal of being the instruments of
dastruction. The battle rages, the warriors cross the
siteam, and the Iroquois and Shawanons enter the
camp. To prevent being ontflanked by superior
nambers, the Linawegh were-obliged, by extending
their line, to.leave very comiderable intervals
betweent the divisions. General Butler,- taking
advantage of this, charged, with great impetuosity:
of furoe, the Iroquois, who were too much scparated:
from their friends to receive immediate support,:
and they were obliged to vetreat; bat their pursoers:
suffered for their temerity, as they tar themy
with sach impetuosity that few escaped td the
casp, having their line of march strewed with dead
bodies. They recrass the stream, mount the bark,
and re-eniter the camp. The much-thinned ranks:
of the American army could no_longer withstand:
their cagerness. ' The exulting shouts of the con-
quering - warriors stemed to chill with increased
tertot the affrighted soldier; and in the onset the |
uwiavailing bayonet was ever bafled by the toma«
bawk and war cluly wiclded by more etrergetic arms.
Batler is killed, and many, other dfficers of note.
Geseral Sinclair pradently rode away. The Ame
tican ranks are thoroaghly broken, and the plumage
of the victarious warriors waved conspicuously,
whilst they dealt - destructién amongst the flying
: multitude,
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molitude.. ‘The field of battle, and ‘tomé dicthn gt
beyortd -it, -were..thickly. covered. by the falf. < §s
genernd pursuit was™ not “comtinmed far: afoy’

warriors only: ‘persévered-'ine following <the: poes:

afftightcdzremnamt to Fort ‘Jefferson; - abbat thirfy:
milesdistant from: the field “of @etion.. : Fror ke
appearance.on - the "ground, and the SAmericans
aeconnt of thosé. wh.rix aped; thn v ‘cballl not have'
been less killed: than fitecn hondred.© The most.
Hmited reywirts of these who were in the action say,:
they lot - p a. 8.0t nn ha. deed. 'There were but.
few prisoners taken. Eight picces of cannon, and alt
the ammunition, provisions, baggnge, &¢. fell inlo:
their hands. - In érder:to eonceal the cannon, they
were thrown into the river.’ Thexr weight, and the:
haste of the warriors to fotlow their hunting, pre
vented their being conveyed to their villages, or
.indeed taking awy other advintage from the victory.
they had aequired. ' Some repaired imediately o
their hunting. stations;  others. to ‘the ‘villages, fv
take their. families with them: -The loss on their
side;-aceording to fhe: best information;. was the
Wyandots, four men: killed on the spot; thc Min-
goes twoy the Shawanons sixy. and the Delawars
six, . Those that fell of (he Chippawa and Oitawa
were: not- considerable. - ‘Rhe wouhded were nu-
mercus; but -few were ‘morially injured. - The
. ensuing ppring, the A meficans sent an officen named
Freeman; and two other péfsons; to:makie Gvertares

d'pmoe. ‘one.of. tiscse diadbeen: prisoner. with the
b Delawares,
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Ddawares, and was to sefve a$ their interpreter.’
“ Before they reached any of the villages, where they
would have been uner the protection of the chiefs,:
they unfortunately encountcred a ferocions fellow
and his son, or nephew, who killed all but the in=
terpreter, - whom. they saved because he-had been
adopted into the nitie:.. This atrocious deed ‘raised-
the inclrznation of the ehief “@nd warriors; but a:
considerable time elap-imz fromr the: perpetration of:
this crime to th ge e 1l mecting in-the villages, this:
man and his friends indusiriously reportedy that he
was actuated by the good of the tribes; for that this
peteaded offer of peace was:only to lall them into’
security, the better to eceiv- and t. desirny thems:
that he thought war wa. their greatest security with-:
the Americans, who ba »grasped so much territory,
and by whom so many of their warriors had fallen:
at various tImes of peace, who, wnsuspicions of
danger, had hunted in the neighbourhood of the
setilements ; and that he made no. doubt, had the
| decensed arrived at the villages, he would, with his:
fair and soft speeches, have prevaited-omthe chiefs.
and warriors to have listened to him\,'/and have
deceived them by his pacific proposals: therefore,.
though the act he had committed was cruel and
inhospitable, yet the anxiety he felt at the danger
in which he saw his beloved brethren, excited him
todoit; and as sach were his motives, he hoped-it
woald ‘neither meet with the displeasure; of the
Geeat Spirit, nor of thosg whose welfare he bad s¢
much
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mueh at heart. The general feeling i:onespondin‘
with these arguments, for that time sereened him
from punishment. N .
The _wmiors during this summer only annoyed
the enémy in small parties, who brought in a few
prisoners and scalps, with a great number of horsey
and cattle. Mc:ny confined their attacks to the
neighbourhood of ihe forts; whilst others pene.
trated into the various parts of the back settlements,
‘but nothing of moment was effected. In the autumn,
many of the Six Nations came to the Miami, par.
ticularly Senecas, or Ondowagas, to hold a counil
witli the Shawanons, and warmly urged them to
aceept of peace, hinting, that their thirst of plunder
led them astray, in desiring the continuance of the
war; and deprecating the idea that such motives
should ever influence warriors, or amy others than
the welfare or glory] of their tribes. These reproacha
were not received very kindly : nor did the Shawa.
nons fail to relort, by atributing the exhortationsof
the Ondowagas to peace, to interested views. They
said their grievances were 100 well known, for any
to.suppose they were led into the field only from the
_ love of plunder; though they acknowledged that,
after a warrior had surmounted the dangers and
hardships of war, and gloriously trivmphed over.
his enemies, a rich booty was a great gratification.
¢ We, (said they,) have, with the favour.of the
Great Spirit, defeated and plundered their armies,
who, had they been cqually fortunate,” would have
S i © deprived
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deprived us of our houses, and robbed us of our
territory.  The poverty in which this war has
plnnged us, it is true, has almost rendered plunder '
mecessary for the support of our families, it having
«aulled forth every exertion, and in a great measure
obliged us to relinquish our former occupation of
hunting. Are the proposals hitherto offered as
any thing more than a deliberate despoiling us of
eur territory ? and is it reasonable to expect that
we shall sanction these injuries, and become mstru.
mental to their depriving our children of their birthe
rights; or sarrender that independence the Great
Spirit has givem us? No, brethren, we will never
"submit to this whilst a warrior remains. We
iament to see your deplorable degeneracy from the
wlour and independent spirit of your ancestors,
who were the admiration of all our land. We
s you, as it were, become the instruments of
Europeans, te say or do whatever they direct.
After you have sacrificed almost all the respected
country of “your forefathers, yourselves form the
second sacrifice.  'We now hear their speeches pro-
«ceed from your mouths; for you ecertainly havenet
attered the feelings of your hearts, or the suggestions
of your understandings. Their riches have blinded
you, or yoa have williagly closed your eyes, that
you might net see things as they veally- are, otherwise
you weuld feel as: your brethren do, and recal ‘to
Jour minds, with indignation, our vnﬂages ‘burnt,
aur women and cluldrea taken prisoners, and our
: warriors
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~wartiors bravely falling in their defences ard ajf
shese injurics inflicted by surprise, in @ time of
-peace, fur to this they owed- their success. The
-bones of their saughtcred armics yet: bear record of
the hostility of their intentions, ard the successful
-efforts of -out warriors te render them incfectaal,
Are we then to cmbrace peace on any terms their
dnjustice miay propose?  Nos. if they sincerely
desire it, let them ﬁhq_uire what was the boundary
_before we took up the hatchet in our fathers’ cause.
.We have never yet found peace a security ; it has
yather the more ex posed us to danger, by putting our
- Warriors off their guard. _They are not afraid of war,
to them it is a field of glory, and the trophies there
-aoquired they esteem more than ‘Lhe ricbes of their
antagonisis.  Yet the love we bear our woren and '
children urges us lo listea {0 the pleasing sounds of
peace... If our enemy is iw carnest, et him show it
by the oquity of his preposals. Let the Obio, our
‘ancient boundary; yel remdain so. Tell them, we will
ficely grant peacc s bat we will not relinquish any
_part of our;territary {0 obtain it. Weare warriors;
and if we purchase peace it can only be with our
blood. Brethren, thesc are our sentiments, " and
sach were those of- your ancestors ; we are also
assured that thcse feclings are not entirely. banishel
4roma your fires. . Brethren, we exhort you to show
.yourselves worthy the name you bear, Cast of

the shackles of corruptios, or rather_infatuation,
. ‘ that




Jhat are fallen” over you'like:a tiap. Rcsume the
independent- spirit -of. your angestors; “and. Tesigh’
yourstlves to the guidante .of ithéimpréssidns the
«Good Spirit may put .into .yaur -hedrts;- then will
_we plant the:{rce of -peace, wloss.branches may
_extend (0 thewends of the world, if not prevented
;by ‘the noxious qualities. of the surroundiag. at-
mesphere. . We will unite oar strength ‘to remove -
hese;-and every: other impediment to ifs. growth ;
and. our myutual vengeance shall fall on:thase who
‘may allempt to.injure this.tree, €ither - by -the
'gnawing' ‘of - ils. rools 10" €ause am - imperceptible
_decayy. and by the figst-wind - be hlown dawn;. .ar
by the Jopping of its branehes, - -injure’ with ' their
il auy.pf the cluuren whn cecusel y play nmlu-
Als shatde? + "

« ¢ In,¢conseguence of thus tmiy, the Amencans
mcewed, intimations that. péacé would be. listened
Ap by the Shawpnons, and the' tribes in:coejanc-
Jdion - with , thet. -, The - :Shawanons: and Mingoes
contended that:dhe, Ddor should be thebenndaty,
_whose: pleasnat hahks: they:could - not:relinguish,
where, they had huntesl from infancy.. In March,
1793, .a madiating belt.and specch were received at
Ahe Miamai, frogn the agentsof Great Britain, exhort-
{ing the-Shawanons>aml ;ethers.to listen to terms..of
.accommodation,tagd premising theis mediation in
sbtaling:, an-equitable -boundars. . Sendusky -was
proposed for ¢he place of rendezvous for the tribes,
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.and the foot of the rapids of the: Miami for theh
treating with the Awmerican commissioners.
< In June, Captain Brand came to the Miami,
‘with. upwards. of five hundred followers: of the
‘castern iribes. The Shawanons aod Delawares
were. yet occupied in planting their com, so that
‘gew of them arrived till the begianing of July,
When they. saw the pumbers of their eastern
‘brethren, suspicion ¥rose, especially as their chiefs
.had mever led them in great bodies to their as.
sistance in the field, even in times of the greatest
dificuilty ; and now, when the council of a few
venerable chick only was: necessary, they could
atiribate the preseace.of 5o many wargers enly to
* the intriguing -dispesition of a-certain chicf; who
might think, by their means, of carrying the
measores that suited his interest with the greater
facility.. Their jealowsy was increased by the
yecellection thrit Captain Brand, and others of the
Six Nitions, had ‘been, the preceding semmer, &
Philaddiphie; te confor with General Washington
om the concerns of the Americun tribes at large,
witheut the concurvence of -their western brethren,
. These jealousics. made them Ksten ‘with caution o
Mpmpmlﬁﬂle&x Nations, who acted
m*dm&nnbbdmufw%ei antet--of the dei
bevation: ~T'he sitaation of the westera tribes, wilk
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another powerful obstacle to peace. In the revo-
lutionary war, the principal argument to induce
them to take up arms, was the defence of their .
territory against the encroachments of the Ame-
ricans; but when peace was concluded between
Britain and America, they were disappointed, and,
instead of security, reccived only evasive speeches
and distant promises.
<« Another war was apparently at hand, and the
services of the tribes-might be again necessary. A
hope was therefore held out of assistance, should
the Americans refuse’ to ralify the ancient boun-
dary, the Ohio, which was supposed to strengthen
some in their inclination for war. The result of
the first deliberation was to send deputics, to meet
the American commissioners at Fort Erie, and en-
quire whether they were empowered to remove
the line, which the Americans had formerly in-
sisted upon, and which they had got sanctioned at
a partial treaty at Muskingum. The commis-
sioners replied, that they had power to change it;
and, afier the conference, proceeded to the mouth
of Detroit River, to Captain' Elliot’s, whilst the
Indian deputics retired to the Miami, where they
found a great number of the various tribes, parti-
calarly from the eastward ; for a rumour prevailed, -
that.the Americans were to pay an immense sum of
money on the conclusion of peace. Those Indians
who came from amongst the European settlements,
had acquired no small taste for that article, thongh
- M not
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ot much industry, by which they might obtain a
supply of it; consequently, they were-ready to
grasp at it with much greater avidity than their
western brethren, whose industry in the chace,
and that of their females ig the villages, abundantly
provided for all their wants. “Itis carnestly to be
hoped, that, as the game may decrease, thinned by
{he extraordinary exertions of the hunters, excited
by trade, domestic animals, and the consequent
branches of rural industry, may increase in such
proportion, as not to suffer the natural and reasonable
wants of man to seduce them to avarice, that de-
baser of the human mind. On further consultation,
another embassy was sent to thc commissioners at
the mouth of the river, to know whether they
would use their power to establish the Obhio as the
boundary, having been csteemed such -by both
parties before the sepzu'ation from Great Britain,
The commissioners proposed that the line should be
drawn withip fifty miles of the Ohio, and offered to
paya considerable sum of money for the difference.
Captain Brand, and the eastern chicfs, seconded
this proposal with all their influence, and it would
have been prudent to accept these lerms, for many
pbvious reasons; particularly from the very un
equal contest so long maimtained between a few
hundred warriors, and so powerful a people as the
United States. The greater part would have
consented to ﬁe:\ce, but from a jealousy of Ceptain
Brand’s motives. They thought, that as they bad
fouglt
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fought and- conquered without his assistance, se
they might treat of peace without his arbitration.
These suspicions were fostered by the outrages of a
half Shawanon named M‘Gee, which put both
sides into such an unfriendly temper, that :no
happy termination was likely to be effected by
this meeting. A report prevailed, that on the
refusal of the terms of the commissioners, the
American army was to advance. This restrained
the advocates for peaee, lest their opinions shounld'
beattributed to fear. At length they came to the
unammous resolution to reject the overtures, and
defy the hostile army, in the defeat of which the
warriors boped {o acquire some additional glory.
It was first proposed to assemble the warriors and
march to Greenville, where the American army
was encamped, a place about an hundred and
fifty miles distant. Various reasons prevented this -
plan; particularly a rumour that the Six Nations,
retiring in disgust, had determined to espouse the
interests of the Americans. This caused a serious
apprehension to those who were weak enough te
Lelieve it; and was sufficient to deter them from
leaving their villages * unprotected, whilst they
were in the field against the Americans. But the
strongest impulse was: that of the chace. The
leaves were beginning to fall ; the season for hunt.
ing the buck was arrived. No appearance of the
American army being ia readiness to march, the
pleasures of huniing were much ‘more enticing te
- M2 the
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the warriors, than the hardships of a winter’s cana.
ign, against an enemy encamped in fortresses,
and who, they were certain, woyld Temain there,

while they appeared in force.
“ ¢You,asa European, may be surprised at the
apparent reluctance of the chiefs and warriors {0’
go against an enemy in large bodies, unless to
oppose an invading army; but it will be readily
explained, when you consider that the desert they
have to/ march through is generally of some ex.
tent, and that {heir mode of supplying the army
with provisions is different from yours. Every
warrior is furnished with some sweet meal, or
angwitzer; (a composition of parched maize and
maple sugar;) some bread ; and, if he is mounted,
very probably a small bag of maize: but as each
individual is proud of his ability as a hunter, to
supply bimself in the desert with his gun, they are
not anxious "that all should contribute an e7qua1
store, or that it should be calculated to last a stated
time, independently of the product of the chace.
Some war:iors may have a stock for a month;
others, for not more than two or three days; but
when they are together there is no distinction : all
is .ink common, all fare alike. On their march,
venison and other game are abundant; but if they
yemain several days in a placé; in a numerous body,
~ as 500N a8 the village provisions are expended they
begin to suffer, because the great number of hunters
cause-the game to leave their route: therefore, if the
’ enemy
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epemy be fortified, they are necessitated cither to.
overcome him by storm, or retreat from hanger.
Parties under fifty are not liable to these inconve-
niencies. If they have but sufficient proyisions to
carry them two or three days’ march, they abound
in the game natural to the country they pass
through; and should they be obliged to halt,
so small a number will never cause a scarcity.
Besides, the personal vanity of the chiefs is most
flattered by conducting small parties, as they
engross the full glory of their achievements. When
a leading warrior concerts an enterprise, he( makes
known his designs to his friends and foll(r\we{‘s,
who mostly basten {o assist in the undertakings
especially if he be.a man of known courage, abi-
lities, and moderation, so as to retain the good will
of the warriors. If it be agninst the settlements, -
they seize some priseners, horses, and cattle, and
drive them away. If they are pursued, after hav-
ing secured the captives and cattle at a distauce,
under a gnard, they return to mect the pursuing
enemy, which they very frequently effect. At other
times they have gone to the chain of forts, and
there waited till some party came out, or some
convoy of provisions atterapted to enter: When
neither of these events occurred so soon as they
expected, they endcavoured to cause a sortie, by
driving ‘away cattle-or horscs, and showing only
three or four men, while the main body, forming
an ambuscade, the fugitives drew the pursuers into
' M3 it.
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. This, and similar stratagems, are practised,
according to circumstances, and the genius of those

‘who conduct the enterprise. . S
_ « We will now, if you please, return to the
council, which determined to continue the war. The
Little Otter, - a celebrated warrior” of the Ottowa
mation, soon after conducted a party of sixty to
a place called the Hurricane, or the St. Mary’s,
which was appointed to be the general rendez.
vous for those who were to join the intended
expedition. The anecessity of hunting for winter
clotbhing, and other circumstances, delayed the
Shawanons agd others from meeting them; and
the Little Otter growing impatient to complete his
campaign, that he might be at leisure for the chace,
set off with his own party, solely with the addition
of two W yandots, who joined him on' the road of
eommunication between Greenville and Kentucky;
where they discovered an American escort, of
three companies of riflemen, with ‘provisions, laden
on pack-horses and ~oxen, for General Wayne’s
army, which lay encamped at Greenville,  The
Ottowas attacked them immediately, and defeated
them, with no other injury to {hemselves than
ne man wounded. They killed twenty of the
enermy, who were three times their- number, aod
took -ten prisoners: the rest ran away without
being pursued ; for prudence required their de-
partu're, lest they should be overpowered by a
" superior.force fron(the main army.. They therefore
. ' staid
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«aid only to pack up the plunder; amongst wliich’
was the finely plumed helmet of the ‘American
commanding officer, which served the Little Otter
as a irophy. They next put the prisoners on horse~
back, mounted themselves, and drove the super-
sumerary horses before them ;. leaving' the oxen to’
graze at liberty, not cboosmb to be delayed by
thelr slow motion ; and some superstition restrained
them from killing them. The Ottowas consis
dered this exploit as releasing them from further
service that year; and after their return home,
p{epared to take their famdus to thexr hunting .
stations. ’

¢« From the lonb g continuance of tle war, and the
repeated calls on' the generosity” of the Shawanons,
famed for hospitality, whose village had been the
general rendezvous, they had become so-very poor,
that both they and their guests often suffered from
want; having nothing but corn and water; instead- -
of the venison and bread to which they were
accustomed. This created great impatience to meet
the enemy, that they might engage and be set at
liberty. On resolving to continue the war, the -
Shawanons expected sapplies from Britain, in
which they were disappointed. This caused them
to summon the confederated warriors with diffis
dence; mor could they detain either their own, ot
those of their neighbours, in any great numbers;
from their hunting; so that on an alarm early in
November, that the enemy was likely to agvanée,

’ M4¢ ruaners-
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ronners were sent to the neighbouring villages,
where only fifty Wyandots were found at home,
These marched directly to the frontier village,
where thcy met only three hundred Shawanons,
Mingoes, and Delawares. Being interrupted from
their usual occupations, on a false rumour, they
were desirous of disturbing the enemy in his quar-
ters; but the speaker of the Delawares, who took
the lead, dissuaded them from this measure, from
the inferiority of their numbers to effect any thing
material ; the ditficulties of a winter campaign;
and/the danger of rousingsthe Americans, who
believed that they were deliberating concerning'
peace. The council being broke up, they separated,
each to his own employment. In the mean time,
mutual skirmishes passed, with u’nequnl success.
The spring was ushered in, with an expectation
that the British would aid their allies in obtaining
the Ohio for a boun:lary, as they had encouraged
them to insist upon it at the late council; and,
consistently with these expectations, a party of the
24th regiment was sent to the Miami, to build a
fort, a little below the rapids, which the tribes
understood was fo be a Jdepdt for ammunition and
provision, as well as a resource, should the Ame.
rican army come before“the warriors had time to
asscmble. It was advised'to take the field early in
the spring ; but necessity compelled the chiefs aad
warriors to remain in their\villages, till they had
put the seed into the ground, which detained them

‘ill
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till the Jatter end of June, when the Oltowas and
Chippawas, along the shores of the Lakes, came in
their canoes to the foot of the rapids of Miami, a
little above the new fort. “Some chiefs wished to
detain these, till more, who were on the way,
should arrive, or the Americans show signs of
coming out of their forts; when they might pro-
ceed to the Glaiz, where they would find the
Shawanons, Mingoes, and Delawares, joined by
the Pontewattomies and Miamis, and in union with
them to attack the enemy. For they feared the dif-
ficulties of supporting such numbers, if all assem-
bled at the frontier village, and that they would
consequently grow impatient to engage, under the
disadvantages of encountering their opponents with
inferiority of force, and sheltered under block<
houses, &c. Besides, the brave impetuosity of the
Chippawas and Ottowas being well known, was
thought likely to ensure success; but should they
be detained, and assist only in an inconsiderable
action, they would think they had performed their
part in the campaign. Renown was their principal
object; for few extended their views to the per=
manent welfare of their tribes, by checking the
encroachments of the Americans, and increasing
the strength and importance of the confederacy by
their warlike achievements. In order to restrain
their impatience of delay, and turn their thirst of
privale honour to the public good, they shouid have

S M3 heen
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been kept in actxon, and amused in the friendly
emulation of ball-playing, foot-races, and war.
dances, till an opportunity offered of striking a
decisive blow. This being neglected, and fecling
a scarcity of provisions, the Chippawas and’ Otio-
was were in haste to leave the rapids. Some went
to the Glaiz, and others to a place called the Fallen
Timber; a ruined village, fifty miles from the Glaiz,
which was to be the ‘place of rendezvous. These
tribes arriving first, had an opportunity of hunting,
and supplying themselves with mankipins, whilst
they waited for their brethren. Numerous tribes
marched from the Glaiz: the Declawares only -
refused to join the rest, under pretence of going
another road, lest thcxr numbers should occasion
a scarcity ; but their motives were attributed to the
“intrigucs of the Americans, to prevent them from
joining in hostilities, though they dared. not openly
refuse. _

There were assembled at the Fallen Timber abont
twelve hundred, of different tribes. ‘When the
confederates were within thirty miles of Greenville,
‘where General Waj _,'nes army lay in a fortified
encampment, scouts were sent to reconnoitre, some
towards the American camp, others to Fort
Recovery, erected where General Sinclair had
been defeated. The former soon discovered a
scout of the Chicasaws, whom they put to flight.
Observing that they were nearly naked, they sup-
poséd them to be the: forcrunners of a greater

bedy,
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body, perhaps of the main army. On their retarny.
it was determined to advance in files, to be ready
to form instantly, should they meet the enemy,
which they rather expected. From the other scout,
whom they met on the road, they received intelli-
gence, that the Americans were in a considernble
body on the outside of Fort Recovery. This-
caused a division of sentiment.. The Chippawas
and Otlowas, who were the most numerous,
expected "that a déference should be paid to their
opinion, which was, to proceed to-the_Fort; bus-
the other tribes, fearing that the rashness of the-
Chippawas might precipitate them into a difficult
-situation, and we'ghing the disadvantages of at- -
tacking a well fortified fort, without ladders or
cannon, were averse from that measure,-and ad-~-
vised to march to the camp, -heping that Generak
Wayne would give them Battle; trusting, from:
experience, that, though he had above three times
the number, by the blessing of the Great Spirit, they-
- might gain such a victory, as would deter their op- -
ponents from further encroachments. Yet a victory .
would not have saved them from the baneful in--
trigues of those schemers; who, under the mask of
friendship, gnaw their entrails. The arms of the
confederates had already sufficiently triumphed to -
have obtained, by prudent management, cvery.
thing to be desired. :
The confederacy dépended upon the assistance -
of Great Britain, beeause they had formerly fonghs

MG ine:
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in her cause, which was indecd the origin of {he
prescat war. This hope was supported by Captaia
Elliot, accompanying the confederates with aboyt
thirty English and Canadian traders, servants, &,
. The W yaudots and Mingoes requested him to urge
their brethren to march to the encampment at
Greenville, relying upon his influence, as the rc.
presentative of their Great F ather,}mt he declined
interfering. ]
¢ In the mean time, it was agreed tolform a
camp, and send a detachmentto reconnoitre the
force of the Chicasaws. They soon discovered it
to have been a party of fifty or sixty of that tribe,
who fled immediately on receiving the alarm. In
the evening a council was held, and the Chippawas
carried their point of going to Fort Recovery. The
next morning the onfederates changed their course,
according to that determination, and encamped .
within a few miles. Scouls were dispatched/
by the three tribes, to see whether the American
yet remained in that neighbourhood; thinking,
if they were gone, they might yet prevail with jhe
Chippawas to procecd towards the army, without
attempting any thing against the fort. The scouts
reported, that they did remain there. On this
they began their march, with more expedition
than regularity ; f'oralhey fouund that the Americans
about the fort were only a detachment of a few
hundreds from the main army, not sufficient (o
-give the confederates in general an opportunity of
acquiring -
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acquiring glory; so all were eager to be first in the
onset. The Wyandots, Mingoes, and Shawanons
were more in the van than the others, many of them
being mounted; besides, they were generally more
swift of foot than the Chippawas.

«“The Americans were just under the fort, A
Shawanon in the van, sceing the American com-
mander in the front of lLis men, bravely encou-
raging them, advanced upon him and was killed.
A Mingo, who followed to succour his friend, .
killed the commander. A captain, also, in the
front, was encountered by a half Shawanon, who
overpowered him. The American party of only
two hundred were' instantaneously dcfeated with
no other loss sustained by the three tribes than the
Shawanon already mentioned, a Wyandot, and a
Mingo wounded in the thigh. -‘There were about
thirty of the Americans killed in this encounter,
and a few prisoners taken. The remainder escaped
into the fort, or were scattered in the woods,
though they were pursued to the gates; and, had a
regular plan been formed, the assailants might have
entered with them, and the courage of the' poor
Chippawas would not have been spent in vain;
for they coming up, and finding glory so scarce
that hardly any fell to their share, rushed on to
the fort without any regularity or system ; whence
they were annoyed with a sevcre fire from.a block-
house, and the loopholes of the stockades, which
were too high to pass over hastily without ladders..

Notwithstanding
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Notwithstanding they were thus exposed, they
returned the fire upon their concealed enemics;
and, from the continued shricks, it was evident
their cfforts were not ineffectual.  Finding no
probability of carrying the fort, they retired, giving
' ihe Americans reason of exultation; for the garrison
and convoy altogcther was supposed not to exceed
five hundred men. '
¢« The next day, finding themselves without
provisions, and encumbered with the wounded, it
was determined to return homewards, though the
result of the expedition made every warrior refie
reluctantly. Theloss of the Chippawas under the
fort was said to be sixteen. The only advantage
gained, was about two hundred packhorses, and
" some oxen, that fell into the hands of the confe-
derates. 'Though the confederates were reiirforced
by four hundred Delawares and Pontawatiomis,
yet, on consulting on the fature operations, nothing
further could at that time be undertaken; and it was
ananimously agreed to make the best of their way to
their respective villages, because they were totally
destitute of provisions, and the Chippawas were
determined - to return with their wounded com.-

—
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panions.
The Delaware and Shawanon village at the
Glaiz was surprized, abouta month after, by the
“\aryival of an American subaltern, who acquainted
them that he had left General Wayne, with tke
army of five thousand men, at the distance of oniy
two days’ journey.
- ) Previous!y.
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Previously to this intellizence, they had lived
in perfect security ; the expectation of {hc enemy
being worn out by long delay. Many of the warriors
were gone to their summer hunt, so that there
might be remaining oply about five hundred.
Runners were thercfore immediately dispatched to
ihe different villages, to collect the warriors; and
embarking their families in canoes, and mounting
others on horseback, they retreated down the river
{o the foot of the rapids. They were there met by
the Wyandots from Sandusky and Detroit ; also
the Ottowas and Chippawas, from the same
neighbourhood ; in all not exceeding a thousand.
They encamped in a meadow below the fort. The
Americanarmy arrived at Rock de Beeaf. General
Wayne fortified his camp there. This was his usual
custom cvery night, but here be did it with peculiar
caution. It was a work, flanked by bastions of the
same, with cannon. From this camp he sent a
flag of truce to that of the confederates, advising -
them no longer to listen to Europeans, (meaning
the English,) but cofe and take their brother
Americans by the Hand, who only wanted to
live with them in peace and friendship; that they
did not desire their territory, as they had been led
to believe, by those who vanted to keep them at
variance, that they might monopolize the trade.
The tribes did not think it a proper time to talk of
peace, lest their readiness to accept it might be
deemed the efiect of fear; and that their enemies

might
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might exult at having defeated them, as it were,
before they fought ; they resolved, therefore, tosend
an ambiguous answer, that there were not a suffi. ‘
cient number of chiefs assembled to authorize them
to cnter into a treaty, but that, if he would wait
twenty days, they hoped to be able to inform him
further of their sentiments. They flattered them. -
sclves that the British fort at the Miami was to
have co-operated with their warriors, and have
afforded them shelter, should the Americans ad-
vance so suddenly as ‘not to give them time to
assemble in sufficient numbers to oppose them ; hut
in this hope they were gradually undeceived, for the
environs of the fort being woods, where cavalry
could not act advantageously, were an exccllent
situation to wait for a general engagement. Yet
they were urged to fix upon a plain at two miles -
distance, scarcely covered on one side by the river,
which at that time was so shailow, that it was no
great impediment to infantry, much less to men
weH mounted. On the second day of forming,
{heir situation was more favourable, being on an
eminence, quite below the rapids, where the river
beth widens and decpens, and at the utmost edge
of the flats on that side the river, whilst it over-
looked those on the opposite shore, where the
bouse of the British agent, Colonel M¢Gee, stood ;
and being wood$, the warriors of the confederate
- {ribes might have made such a resistance as would
have defied their superiority of numbers. On the
third




third day, they were again prevailed with to take

their former station. The two preceding days they

}m/]/\’xaxteJ for the enemy with great patience;

suffering from thirst and hunger, which rendered

them backward to resume their places in the line,

4l they had taken sufficient refreshment. The
\v yandots, however, to the amount ‘of an hundred

and fifty, with thirty of the Detroit Militia, placed

ihemselves on the right: small detachments of the

other trihes, amounting to nearly three hundred,

took their stations on the left. They bad scarcely

reached the ground, when they saw the Americans

advance throagh the plain. It was the van guard,

intended by General Wayne to lead them into a

. snare, while fifteen hundred- Kentucky riflemen
were.to pass the right flank, and the cavalry pro-
ceed down the mecadows on the opposite side the
river, till they should cross it, and fall on the rear

of the left flank. They gave into this stratagera,
for when the Americans came very ncar, they
rushed on them with great impetuosity, pursued
them ncarly two miles, but did not destroy many.
The greater part of this detachment being mounted,
they now perceived the centre of the American
army, drawn up in order to receive them; and
notwithstanding the disparity of nambers, they
would have made an essay, “bat p;’rceiving a
numerons body of cavalry going down on the
other side of the river, with the apparent design
,Of crossing in their rear, they retrcated ; annoying
) the
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the encmy’s cavalry with their fire, whenever
they came within reach. In thc mean time tle
Wyandots, (who, as I have already- said, were
on theright,) when they perceived their companiong
on the left advance in pursuit of the Amcricans,
desirous of keeping pace with them, and at the
same time to guard against having their flank passed
by the enemy, went forward, inclining to the right;

and thus met the Kentucky riflemen, whom they
engaged under the disadvantages of very unequal
numbers, until a chief ordered a retreat, thinking
it ineffectual to combat such a vast superiority
ansupported. They retired with the loss of nine
warriors, amongst’ whom were some leading c! hief,

besides a few made prisoners. The retreat was
conducted with so much coolness, that the Ame.
ricans did not derive any great advantage from the
adverse fortune of the day. The wounded were
carried off in front of the army; for the warriors
mutually supported each other, by firing and
retreating alternately, till out of the reach of ibe
enemy. * 'Fhe whole ldss of the confederates may be
compufed under thirty men; whilst the Americans,
by their own account, had two hundred killed and
wounded. The warriors, who remained in the
encampment to regale themselves, on Learing the

firing, seized their arms, and ran towards the
scene of action ; but before they arrived there, met
their companions retreating, so that - they all
returncd togethern  On passing the fort, some

wished
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wished to enter to join in its defence; others who
were wounded desired to be taken-in: both were
refused.  This suspicious conduct of the garrison
damped their energy ; for instead of receiving the
assistance of allies, they found them anxious to
remove the contest to a distance, that they might
not be involved in it. They saw, as it were, a fort
built on the territory with their blood, appar’e;)tly
for no other purpose than to take possession : so
that they began to think themselves in no less
danger from their friends than their enemies, as
far as respected cncroachments. Notwithstanding
the many circumstances adverse to the tribes, and
favourable to General Wayne, he did not gain so
complete an advantage as hc probably’ expected

from his military skill and courage; his plan,

however, for cncom passing the confederate warriors,
proved entirely abortive. They all assembled at
the further end of the meadow, where they had
"been encamped, a little below the English fort:
There they waited in expectation of hearing the
fort attacked by the Americans, when they interrded
to return to the fight; not doubting of victory when
they acted as auxiliaries. In this they were dis-

appointed, for there was not.any sign of hostility

shown by either party, except some interchange
of rude language; yet the Americans showed no
respect to the British flag, venting their rage on
the corn-fields and wigwamy#, some of which being:

* Wigwam, an Indian house.
composed
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composed of bark, required little Icss trouble to bum
than to build. _
The confederates retired to a small river, called
. Swan Creek, ahout five or six miles below the fort,
on the other side of which was an advantageous
situation for an encampment, where a small num-
ber might defend themselves against very superior
force. All those who did not go to their hunting
grounds remained here during the winter, and
were. abandantly supplied with provisions by the
British agent, so long as they continued here; but
they had none if they went to -any distance,
where they might prepare corn-fields, or in any
other way remedy their lossss. The expence was
excessive: half of it, .a few months sooner bestow.
ed, would have sufficed, and prevented the evil
Invitations to peace were sent by the Americars,
tbrough a Canadian trader who had becn taken
prisoner, and others. A person named Williams,
whose mother had becn a captive, and married to
a Mohawk, had brought him up a trader. This
man was disgusted with the British Indian depart.
ment, on various accounts, and saw, in the present
opportunity, a hopeful .prospect for advancing
his fortune with the Americans, They anxiously
desired to conciliate the tribes, but were at aloss
for a proper person to convey their real intentions,
and remove hostilities and suspicion from iheir
minds. They were therefore ready to heap favours
on whoever would undertake the commission.
Durisg
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During the winter, Williams, his brother, and a
Mingo, went to General Wayne’s camp, and terms
of pacification were proposed. They returned
with extravagant praises of American benevo-
lence, generosity, and affability. The way being
{hus opened, others followed, and were equally
well pleased with their reception. It is not sur-
prising that the warriors, who had never been
daunted by the bravery or power of their enemies,
should now bLe captivated by their civility ; espe-
cially when they compared the politeness and -
courteous deportment of the Americans, with the
haughtiness of the Detroit traders, who stupified
the old with rum, and dazzled the eyes of the
young with gifts. The Indian department, through
whom the king’s bounty passed, were equally un-
conciliating, in expecting a reverence that was due
| only to a dignified, benevolent conduct. This
friendly intercourse produced an agreement to meet
in council, at Midsummer, to treat of peace.

“The Shawanons and Mingoes were rather averse
from coming to terms, lest, from the event of the
last battle, the enemy might think he had gained
peace by his prowess. Blue Jacket, a chief emi-
nent for property, talents, and, I may add, valour,
(though some have detracted from his renown in
that respect,) added his influence to that of his
brother, who was the most distinguished warrior
among the Shawanons. None could have more
patriotism than Blue Jacket: he had been to the

Mississippi,




Mississippi, to seek for friends_to support his bre.
thren in lhev{var . but he saw that they were destitule
of the means of keeping a great body together, or
of supplying them with the necessary ammunition,
and that they could not rely on the assistance of
Great Britain: for these reasoné, he thought the
offers of a generous encmy were not to be refused,
and persuaded many of the Shawanons 1o go tothe
treaty. By the loss of the brave chiefs who fell at
Miami Rapids, the Wyandots of Sandusky had
only the Crane, (except some young men who were
{0o modest to interfere,) and he did not scem to
understand the true interest of his tribe, The
traders of Detroit were tampering with-Agushawa,
{he Ottowa chief, to purchase, or rather trick him.
out of, some land.
¢ The Crane was too ready to surrender any
rights he possessed, provided he was well rewarded.
Agushawa, though a sensible and brave man, was
old and weak, and too much addicted to intoxicat-
ing liquors. From a council composed of such
members, who met without any previous delibera-
tion, and summoned by himself, General Wayne
had every reason to expect he should succeed
better in negociation than be had done in the field,
Disputes amongst themselves, concerning the pri
erity of posscssion; and the consequent right of
disposal, rendered it still easier to General Wayn
{0 ebtain such a treaty as he wished, on paying é
quantity of goods, and stipulating to give a certain

1 sum

k
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sum in merchandise to each tribe annually. The
line agreed upon ran along the Kukhave, to a
branch of the SJ:karawxs, then west, to where
Sinclair was defeated ; and to the south, opposile
the Kentucky river. The north and west of this

Jine the confederate tribes retained, but the United
~ States held several ports where tmdmo- places were
to be established.

“Thus ended a yvar, which had been entered into
without foresight; persevered in without system;
and aithough the tribes might have obtained their
own terms in granting peace, yet was it concluded
al fandom, and they gained no advantage that
might not have been obtained without the eclat of
their victories. :

¢ From this we may learn, that energy of mind,
and even talents, unless' regulated by some wise
systern, and directed to some end, may be exerted
ineffectually . to produce any substantial' benefit.
If we except. the too liberal introduction of whis-
key amongst the tribes, the effects of this peace
have been of general advantage ;. and from the mo-
deration of the American government, the friends
of humanity may hope it will long continue, and
the warrior’s sword be turned into a ploughshare,
and ‘his batile axe into an axe to fell trees. No
more the widow with her tears sprinkle the grave
of a beloved husband, who has sacrificed the ten-
der anxiety of a fqther, to his thirst for glory and
zal for his tribe.  Nor docs the mother lament

her
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her son, whom she hoped would have comforteq
her drooping years, cut off in the bloom of youth
like some tall, tender sapling, that yields to th;
keen cutting axc of the laborious woodman. 1t falls
and with it sinks the expectation of what it migh;
have been, when once its ‘owering top had over.
Jooked the forest, and its wide-spreading, majestic
branches, green with its beauteous foliage, afforded
spacious shelter to the wearied traveller, from the

sun’s scorching heat®.”

———

"This, my dear brother, is the substance of my
Mohawk’s narrative ; which, in many plaees, you
roust admire, for the simplicity and expression of
the figurcs, whilst it describes the manners of these

untutored nations, both in time of war and in .

council. I have nothing further to say, but, with

Indian simplicity, to bid you farewell.
H. FRANKLIN,

* The five Mohawk nations are the same race with those
called by the Freach, Iroquois. The Wyandots, or Hurons,
are likewise of the same lineage. The Chippawas, Ottowas,
and Shawanons, are all denominated N ottowegh. TheEng
lish call those who sided with the Shawanons, Mingoes;
which is thie common appellation of the five nations alosg
the Ohio, as Mohawk is at Albany.
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LETTER XXXI.

Arthur Middleton to his Brother Edwin. -

St. John’s, on Lake Champlaip.
Dear Epwiw,

A PROMISE, my dear Edwin, should
always be observed : I hasten to fulfil mine, and
give you the particulars of our journey from
Albany to Lake Champlain.

Cohoz is a small village, which is distinguished
by the neighbourhood of a remarkable fall in the
Mohawk river.. Though a cataract is no great

novelty for me, I was charmed with the sublinity
of this, which differs in many respects from most I
had before seen. The breadth of the river is three
hundred yards; a ledge of rocks extends quite
across it, and from the top of them, the water
falls about fifty feet perpendicularly. The appear-

ance of this grand spectacle varies according to
| the quantity of water: afler heavy rains, it doe
scends in an unbroken sheet, from one bank to
the other ; whilst, at other times; the greater part
of the dark-coloured rocks are visible. Following
the direction of the. Hudson river,  we came to
Stillwater, a place that receives its name .from the
uncommon tranquillity of that part of the stream
NS N opposite




266

opposite to it. We were stopped an hour or twe
by some mineral springs upon the borders of a
marsh. Each of them is contained in the crater
of a pyrawidal rock, about a man’s height. The
rocks seem to bave been formed by the petrifaction
of the water, and the water within them is generally -
below the rim of the mouth of the rock: it
bubbles up, as if boiling; and at the beginning
of the summer, regularly overflows the bason.
The guide showed us the properties of these springs
in several experiments. They extinguish a lighted
candle in an instant, and suffocate any animal
that is put down into the rock ; but neither Mr.
Fraoklin nor mysclf could suffer any creature
. capable of feeling, to be tormented for our amusc.
ment. After having gratified our curiosity, we

quickened our E% and reached Saratoga before

the close of cveings It consists of a few detached
houses, and a Dw(ch reformed church. This place
excited no very flattering recollections in my mind,
as being remarkable for the: surrender of Genenl
Burgoyne. W bilst we were examining the remains
of the encampucnts, With painful reflections on
{he ill success of our countrymen, a grey-headed
American, perceiving we werc strangers, accosted
us_ with - a_degree of ‘ndtional pride, perbaps
allowable, bul not very agreeable to our sensations,
at that moment, and’ related- the events of that
anfortunate day. - ¢ There, gentlemen,” said be,
«is the very spot where. the British  genenl

deliverad
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delivered up his sword to our commander: General
Gates.” ¢ Sir,” replied Mr. Franklin, with more
asperity than I ever heard him speak on any other
occasion, ¢ the next time you boast of the exploits
of your countrymen, be sure that you know to whom
~ you address yourself: we are Englishmen;” and’
hastily taking hold of my arm, ahruptly withdrew.
The next day we renewed our journcy, and ob-
served that the woods of this part chiefly consist
of different species of the oak, hiccory, hemlock
firs, and Weymouth pincs, which differ from the
tree of the same name in Euarope. Amongst the
under-wood are plenty of wild raspberries, which
we found very refreshing.  'Wretched roads, made
of the trunks of trees, brought us, by Fort Edward
and Fort Anne, to Skenesborongh, a town-situ-
ated on the borders of Lake Champlain. Here Mr.
Franklin Lired a boat {o convey us across the lake,
and having provided two or three blankefs and a
basket of provisions, we sct sail with a fair wind.
Our voyage lasted several days, and was far more
* agreeable than being cooped upina large vessel,
on the ocean, where nothing is to be seen but the
sky above, and a vast expanse of water around ;
for we landed frequently, both for the sake of pro-
curing refreshments, and obscrving the mode of
life of the people . who dwell in the scattered farm-
houses that skirt the lake. Many of these are
wretched log-houses, that are scarcely a defence °
afralmt\he weather, aad so badly supplied with any
N2 thm«
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tliing eatable, that we could scldom obtain milk,

eggs, or even bread. At niglt, we generally wrapt
ourselves in -our blankets, and lay down on the
cabin floor. This mode of sleeping is not very
comlortable, till use has reconciled it ; but when [
am well tired in the day, I am not disturbed by the
hardness of my bed. At Ticonderoga we enjoyed,
with double relish, the comforts of a good inn, the
only dwelling-house in the place. The agreeable
accommodations arise from the good management
of the mistress, who is always the active person,
whilst the husband minds his farm or other occu.
pations.

The ruins of the old fort and barracks are {o be
seen on the top of a rising ground just behind the
tavern; but they are in such a state of decay as to

L Mbé of no usc, nor is there any probability of their -

ing repaired. There are the remains of another
fort at Grown Point, which has also becn demolished,
Some of ihe ditches are, however, perfect; which,
with the ruined buildings, overgrowa with different
shrubs, particulualy ivy, combined with a view of
the lake and the distant mountains rising beyond
it, have a fine effect. This prospect was rendered
still more picturesque to us by a large birch canoe,
fuli of Indians, in the dresses of their nation, Their
skins were painted of various eolours, and in the
most whimsical manner: one leg of the same mua
was white, whilst the other was daubed with green;
bis body was bright yellow, and bis face full of red
spots,
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" spots; and, to give his countenance the greatest.
possible fierceness, his eyes were of different colours.
The others had indulged their taste with the same
irregu[?xtity; and all were adorned with feathers,
horse-hair, rings, and bracclets; and to complete
their attire, each carricd & small looking-glass,
which was often consulted, in order to touch up the
faded colours, or adjust their ornaments.

In the course of our voyage we were frequently
regaled with magnificent landscapes from the shores,
of hanging woods, rocks, and mountains; which in.
the evening received a rich glow from the reflection
of the setting sun, /that at the same time gilded the
cutling waters of the' lake, The length of Lake
Champlain is an hundred and twenty miles, and its
breadth from two to eighteen. In the widest part
are a great number of islands : - the largest of them-
is called South Hero, and contains five hundred
inhabitants. The broad lake reaches fifty miles, and
terminates in a large river, named Sorelle, which is
lost in the mighty St. Lawrence. Its waters are of
great depth, and the shore in many places mouns
tainous and rocky. The splashing of the waters .-
into their chasms, make an uncommon, hollow,
murmuring noise, when the wind rises to a breeze.
Some of the rocks shelve under the water, at no
great depth beneath it, as we experienced by a
sudden shock, which eonvinced us that our boat
had struck-on one of them. All was confusion in a
moment, and every one of us obliged fo help to

N3 disengage
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disengage her; in which we succeeded, with ng
greater misfortune than a thorough drenching—a
circumstance that obliged us to get ashore at the
first house that would reccive us. It was the
dwelling of a plain Scotch labourer, vho also
performed the functions of a judge.

Having passcd the boundary that separatcs the
United States from the British dominions, we
reached a garrison town, called St. John’s, whither
the Indian party had arrived. before us.  With
them we perceived a middle-aged Euaropean, whose
languishing, harassed "countenance, had something
peculiarly interesting in it; especially, as with the
traces of grief, was a mixture of calm resignation
painted on his face. Mr. Franklin was so struck
witly his appearance, that he sat down amongst
them, and insinuated himself into their favour., The
stranger seeued pleased with his attentions, but did
not appeaf very communicative, till an opportunity
occurred of conversing in private; when he related
his history, which is so long, it must be deferred to
a future letter. Adieu. May every happines
aitend you.

~ ARTHUR MIDDLETON.

LETTER




LETTER XXXII.

Mr. Henry Franklin to Edwin Middleton.

g 8t. John’s, on Lake Champlain.
My pear Epwix,

/THERE is no occasion to have recourse
to novels or feigned tales, in order to amuse and
interest, whilst the occurrences of real life are often
so full of extraordinary accidents, and contain more
instruction than the fictions of the imagination*,
Arthur mentioned, in his last, a white man that
we met with amongst a parly of Indians. It
proved to be a'merchant, who resgded at Rlchmoud
in Virginia, but, from a train of unfortunate cir=:
cumstances, had™gllen into their hands as a prisoner.
A settled distress was marked on his face, till he
perceived I gained the confidence of the chief who
commanded the expedition, when something like
hope began to animate his listless frame. His
master did not watch him with such jealousy as
to prevent him from telling me his unhappy story,
and interestinz. me in his fate. I happened, some
time ago, that he was obliged to go to Kentucky,:

* The principal circumstances of this narrative are facts
related by the wuke de Kochefoucault Liancourt,

N4 to
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to receive some money that was due to him. [
was accompanied by a friend who was a land.
holder in Kentucky. They proceeded together
to the banks of the Great Kenhaway, where they
met with several other persons, who were aXSngomo
to Kentucky. They joimed company, and pur.
chased between them one of those~gslight, larae
flai-bottomed vesscls, without any degk, that '1re
used merely to descend the Ohio; but are not suffi-
ciently substantial to remount the stream. Having
embarked with their merchandise and stores, they
proceeded on the voyage, working the vessels them-
selves. Their company consisted of six persons:
four men, and two young women, who were sisters,
and going to setile, under the protection of a rela.
tion, at Kentucky. They were all fully aware that
- the navigation of the Ohio is not free from danger
from the Indians; bat they also knew that an attack
on a vessel in the midst of the stream is very rare,
and that such an altempt, with so many on board,
had not been heard of for many years. - Confiding
in their numbers, they proceeded, without anxiety,
an hundred and six miles, when, about day-break,
they were alarmed by the most dreadful shrieks,
proceeding from two white men on the shore, who
told them, with the most affecting tone of grief,
that they had been taken prisoners by the Indians,
and had made their escape, but feared again to fall
into their hands. They said-they had not eaten any
thing for the last four days, and entreated, if they
could
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could not be tzken on board, to be at least sapplied
with some provision, and saved from perishing by
hunger. That humanity, which is implanted in
every breast, pleaded in their favour with all en
board ; till a little further conmsideration indaced
those of most experience to apprehend that they
should expose themsclves fo danger, by stopping
to assist these unfortunate persons. 'Fheir argu-
ments were, however, overruled by the rest; and
the women, especially, declared it would be an act
of the most barbarous cruelty to refuse assistance
{o two fellow-creatures in such deplorable circum-
stances. W hilst this contest between prudence and
compassion was carying on, the two men followed
the vessel along the shore. Fheir mournful lament-
ations, their scrcams and expressions of agonizing
anguish and despair, still increasing, onc of the
passengers offered to go alone, and carry bread
to these miserable sufferers, if his companions
would put him-on the land; alledging, that he
should discern the Indians from afar, if thcy made
their appearance; that in this case, the vesse};
might easily regain the middle of the stream; and
that he-should. be able to reach Limestone on foot,
where they might wait for him. Whe could
resist this proposal, so noble, so.generous, so full
of humanity ? Those who feared the consequences
were obliged to yicld. They. steered towards the
shore, where the two sufferers were dragging:
themselves alang, as if tormented by the most
: N5 excruciating:
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excruciating pains. How lamentable, that generoyg
compassion should ever be abused! The appre.
hensions of the two gentlemen who opposed the
measure werc -too well founded. The men were

“two traitors, under the direction of the Indians, and
appointed by them to decoy the vessel to the
shore. The Indians followed them at some dis.
tance, constantly concealing themselves behind
trees.  The moment the vessel reached the shore,
they burst forth, about twenty-five or thirty in
number, raised a drcadful howl, and fired on the
affrighted passengers. Two ef them were killed by
the first firing, and the rest, in equal terror and
astonishment, endeavoured to regain the middle of

. the stream; but being too near the shore, and
their dexterity checked by a sense of dénger, they
made but little way.” The Indians continued to
fire. A man and one of the young women had
already fallen victims ; another man was wounded,

. and two borses were killed. Mr. Martin, (the
name of my new acquaintance,) and two others
only, were left to use their exertions ‘to save them-
selves. The fury of the savages increased with
their hopes of success. Some threw themselves
into the river, and swam towards the ship; those
who remained on shore threatened to repeat their
fire, if the passengers made the least resistance,
‘and levelled their pieces at them. The swimmers
succeeded in bringing the ship on shore, and my
unfortunate friend and his companions were obliged

to
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fo landy undet the continued howls of the Indians; -
which, however, were no longer the accents of rage, -
Dbut shouts of joy, on account of the seizurc_of their
prey. The Indians offered them their hands, which -
in some measure allayed their apprehensions. -
“Whilst some of their new masters were saluting
their prisoners, and leading them to the shore, the
rest were employed in landing the merchandise
and stores. Some cut wood, and a fire was pre--
sently made. ‘The articles found in the ship were -
carried to the fire, as well as the bodics of the two -
unfortunate persons who had been shot : these they
completely ‘stripped of their clothes, scalped them, -
and threw them into the river. . The scalps were
dried by the fire, to increase the trophies of ‘the
tribe. = To express the horror of the surviving -
sister, or of Mr. Martin, (whose particular friend -
had been one of the victims,} at this dreadful sight, -
is impossible. Mr. Martin and his two male com- -
panions were next partly stripped, according to-the
caprice of those who were nvar them. The-young:
woman was not touched, perbaps from respect to
the female sex. Mr. Martin’s coat ‘and waistcoat
were already pulled off, and half his shirt; when -
one of the Indians, with an air of authority, gave -
him back his shirt, .and reproved -him- who was -
taking it off : - he gave him also a blanket, instead -
of his coat and waistcoat. They .provided him -
with Indian shoes, madeof deer-skins, in exchange -
for-his.own, which, with the rest of-the clothes, werg -

N6
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added tothe booty. The Indians were now abont
seventy in number, amongst whom were several
women. Their leader assembled them around the
* fire, and, “holding the tomahawk in his hand, ad.
dressed them in a long speech, whicl:he delivered
with great fluency, with gestures and a tone of
entbusiasm ; -looking frequently up to heaven, or
casting: his eyes down to the ground ; and pointing;
now to the prisoners—now to the river. The
Indians, who listened to him with the utmost
attention, expressed their applause with acceats of
deep, mournful exclamation. The booty was
divided among the different tribes which shared
in this enterprise. - The tribe of the Shawanese
received three prisoners, Mr. "Martin, the young
woman, and -another of the passengers: the other
fell to the ot ef the Cherokees, and was afterwards
burnt by them. Every prisoner was given to the
charge of an Indian, who was answerable for his
«person. They were not prevented from the solace
of conversing with each other.

The two meén who had decoyed them on shore
‘now rejoined the Indians, and were severely re-
proached by those who had beem the wretched
victims of their dissimulation. They pleaded that
they had been compelled to act so, on pain of
-death.. They said that they had been surprised
by the Indians six months before, and had been
sceveral times employed on these treacherous
expeditions. - The stores found on board the
) o vessel
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vessel served the Indians for their meals, in whick
they generally allowed the prisoners to partake.

Night coming on, every one lay -down to rest
under the trees.. The prisoners were surrounded
by the tribes to which they were each allotted,
and singly guarded by the Indians who had the
charge of them. Mr. Martin was tied by the
elbows, and the ends of the ropes were fastened
to trees, which stood far asunder, so that it was
impossible for him to lie down; yet they did not
think this a sufficient security. ' Another rope,
fastened to a tree, was tied round his neck, from
which a rattle was suspended, that on the least
motion would have awakened the whole troop.
The rest were treated nearly in the same manner.
The two white spies enjoyed the most perfect
liberty. Some Indians were stationed on the out-
side, to observe what was passing in the surrounding
country.

The next morning, the Indians who were posted
along the banks of the Okio, reported that a vessel:
was dropping down the river. 'The prisoners were
ordered to join the other two, who only yesterday
beguiled them, in exerting their utmost endeavours
to decoy the passengers in the ship on shore. How
powerful is the fear of instant deathl—a punish-
ment with which thcy were threatened in case of
refusal or disobedience. They complied, and joined
their hardened companioas in a crime their souls’
abhorred. Mr. Martin, however, though cempelled-
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fbr the presarvation ef his own life, to accontpany
the rest, firmly determined not to be guilty of
occasioning the slavery, er probable death, of (4,
unsuspecting passengers on board, by aay volyp.
tary action; andl consequently, acither to make the
smallest gesture, nor to speak a word. Nor wgg
there occasion for his efforts. His companions,
less refined in their feelings, exerted: themse]yes
to the utmost to excite the compassion of those
on board, who, without the least hcsitation, stoog
ia towards the shore, to succour and rescue. frop
slavery those whom they thought unforiunate
captives. Scarcely bhad they approached within
a small distance from the shore, when the Indians,
who had stolen along behind the busbes, bastened
up, fired, and shot the six persons on board,
Shouts of victory succeeded to the howls of bar.
barvus rage. 'The vessel was hauled on shore;
and two of the ill-tated victims, who were not
quite dead, were immediately dispatched by the
tomahawk. Thesix scaips were torn off and dricd,
and the booty divided as betore, but with fewer
formalities. '

The scouts soon afier made rignals that three
other vessels were in sight The same stratagem
was attempted, but in vain. The passengers were
too wary to be decoyed out of their course. They
were, however, so much panic-struck as to abandon
one of their vesscls, which was laden with stores
and other valuable articles, belonging to several

families -




27

families who had emigrated, in company, from
Virginia, to settle in Kentucky. This was a rich
booty. Without distributing the whole, the Indians
fixed eagerly on some casks of whiskey. They
drank so largely, that most of them were soon
intoxicated. Six or seven, to whom were com-
mitted the charge of guarding the booty, had been
ordered, at the beginning of these Bacchanalian
revels, to drink with moderation; and they alone
retained the use of their senses. All the rest lay
buried in a profound sleep; and among them, the
jeader of the party and the guards of the prisoners.
Mr. Martin’s mind was too deeply affected by
his dreadful situation to partake of this disgusting
banquet. Totally absorbed in reflecting upon
the dangers and miseries that threatened him, and
anxiously desirous of avoiding them, ‘if possible,
he conceived, that whilst the Indians were over-
powered by the effects of the liquor, he might
contrive a means of escape. This idea he com-
municated to one of his fellow sufferers, who was
lying by his side. The vessels were fastened to
stakes along the shore, at a small distance from
them. The success of their attempt depended
upon their stealing thither unobserved, throwing
themselves into the first vessel they should find,
(the night being very dark,) and abandoning her
to thestream. If they reached the vessel in safety,
* success seemed as certain, as instant death if they.
should
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should be discovered. Fhe hopes that this schems
had kindled were soon destroyed ; for though they
spoke in such a low tone of voice, as seemed hardly
possible to have heen overheard by an ¥ndian who
layat a considerable distance, lrad he had a thorough
knowledge of Englisir, yet he aresc, and tied them in
the same manmer as the night before, without show.
ing, however, any sign of passion, or even speaking
a word. Separated from cach other, and convinceq
that they were closely watched, even ia moments
when they had imagined themsclves to be totally
unguarded, they abandoned themsclves to the
dreadful idea that they were doomed to a state of
bopeless misery. The remembrance of all they
had heard of the craelty of the Indians towards
their prisoners, oppressed them with constant
borror. They expected to be yielded up to the
grossest insuks, and to suffer a lingering, cruel
death. They considered the Indians, who- were
lying «wround them in a state of senseless, brutish
intoxication, as the insiruments of their future
tortures. Haunted by these painful ideas, they
passed the remainder of tiie night in despair. At
break of day the surrounding troop awoke, untied
their prisoners, and renewed their revels with the
remainder of the whiskey. On the funrth day the
Jeader of the band proclaimed his wiil that the
expedition should be ended, and that each tribe
should return to their respective homes, which

’ were
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were all sitnated in the neighbourhood of the Lakes
Oatario and Erie. Mr. Martin, his wounde:l com=
_ panion, and the young woman, had fallen to the ot
of the Shawanese. On the first day’s journey, Mr,
Martin was ordered to iead a cow, which' they had
taken from on board oce of the plundered vessels.
The vast booty which formed the share of this
tribe, was in- part conveyed on horses found in the
vessels, and carried by the Indians, who often
loaded Mr. Martin with part of their burden,
The Shawancse hafted in a beautitul vale, where,
under straggling trees, about forty horses were
grazing, which in the course of the expedition
bad been taken from the different travellers, and
gent to this spot. The cow was killed the first day,
roasted, and deveured: what was not eaten was
left behind the next morning, when they set out to
renew their journey.

The chief, with eight or ten Indians, mounted the
bat horses, and placing the young- woman upon one
of them, left the troop, in order to reach their vile
lage before the arrival of the rest.

Mr. Martin and his companion were left with
the remainder of the troop, -to follow more slowly.
About twelve the troop halted. The game killed by
the huntsmen was dressed ; and the time of their
halting was frequently determined by the success of
the chace. They smoked their pipes before and.
after dinner, and thea set out again to pursue their
Jouruey, until about an hour before night-fall. At

this
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this {ime they stopped to eat ‘their evening meal;
then usually smoked a pipe, in protound silence ;
and afterwards lay down to rest on hides. During
the march, some Irdians, generally the huntsmen,

formed a kind of van-guard, and others brought up
the rear, at some distance, to watch whether the
troop was pursued; for the Indians are as mis.
trustful as they are vigilant. The main body
marched without any regularity. The van-guard
scemed charged, in particular, with the care of
looking for game; no more of which they killed
than was required for the next meal. The women.

cook the foo:l; having cut it in large picces, they.
put it on stakes driven into the ground ; but on
lighting their fires they are careful not to endanger.
the neighbouring trees.

The prisoners took .the advantage of the liberty
of keeping constantly together. Their melancholy
conversation breathed despair, in consequence of
baving missed the last favourable opportunity of
escape; though not wholly unmixed. with hope,
that some unlooked.-for. accident would present
them with another. Some mistrust was at length
entertained at their keeping so close to each other,
which was increased by Mr. Martin’s inadvertently
drawing from his pocket a knife, which he had
carefully preserved, for the purpose of cutting
the ropes with which he was tied at night, if
any favourable opportunity should offer. _ This
occasioned their being again searched, and finally

stripped
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stripped of their bieches, to prevent them from
secreteing any thing that might facilitate their
escape. Iustead of the clothes that had been taken
from them, they were supplied with short aprons,
ied round their hips, and reaching half way down
their thighs. But in order effectually to deprive
them of the power of concerting measures for re
gaining their liberty, the chief ordered the troop
to separate into two divisions, and one of the two
prisoners to accompany each. Fellowship in mis-
fortune had endeared them to cach other, and the
separation was inexpressibly pninful to both. Mr.
Mastin felt that his companion in adversity was his
support, his hope, and the only being with whom
he could associate; yet he was deprived of this last
resource, and tor a time gave himself up to grief
and apprehension. But a wise man does not
long remain in thus situation. Being blessed with
an innate firmness, self-possession, and cheerfulness
of temper, he detcrmined to overcome his feelings,
and beguile the mistrust of his masters by an
appearance of serenity. Thou.h the bideous
image ot & painful death often distressed his mind,
he consoled himself with the thought, that not
every prisoner is irrevccably doomed by the Indians
to suffer death; but that sometimes they employ
their captives to assist them in hunting, or adopt
them as members of their tribes, -

The sameness of the remaining journey was not
chequered by any remarkable events. The marches
: were
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were longer or shorter, in propertion to the gme
they killed, to the duration of their slcep at noon,
and to the delight they found in their pipes. Bt
their length especially depended on the wiil of the
chief, and the advice of the conjurors. Theiy
dreams frequently alter the direction of their
journeys. Ignorance and supesstition go hand in
hand, amongst the people of ali countries,

Mr. Martin was treated very capricionsly, and
sometimes beaten withont any cause. On 910 of these
occasions his patience forsook him, and he retnrsed
the blows, with the approbation of the whole tr:.p,
They said he had proved himself a man, and that
none but women submitted to such treatment, with.
out opposition. From that time he thought he was
treated with more respect.

In the course of their journcy they met a negro
laden with whiskey. He was the slave of an Indian,
who was hunting in the woods, and had coromis-
siored him to scll the iignor, The negro soon sold
his whole stock, and followed the troop, waiting for
his master. The Indians halted soon after to enjoy
their whiskey with more ease, and to prepare for
their entrance into Sandusky, which was distant but
a few days’ journey, by tonching up their colours;
each being at liberty to paint himself according to
his fancy, cxcept that they all, men and women,
wear a certain mark, the badge of their tribe, on
their breast or arms: that of the Shawanese is a
wolf. The troop was soon joined by the ncgro’s

masler,
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master, mﬁorﬂy after by two other Indianz, whe
took Mr. Martin by the hand, and conducted him
to the chief, whom they scemed to address in a
suppliant manner.  Atter an hour’s conversation,
of which Mr. Martin was evidently the subject, and
after the petitioners had presented two gallons of
whiskey, Mr. Martin was presented to them, and
carricd off. Every ray of hope now vanished :
be gave*himself up to certain destruction: he
‘dared not, for some time, ask his fate of the negro,
who understood English, lest L:e should betray him.
Ile moved on in silent and secret despair : but being
no longer able to support the torturing idea of un-
cerfainty, he atdast, with great timidity, applied to
the negro, who told him, that one of the two Indians
{o whom he now belonged, had some time ago
killed one of the Mingo tribe, and by their laws he
was hound to furnish a person instead of the one he
bad slain, or be himself surrendered to the vengeance
of liis family ; that being too poor to buy a prisoner,
Ire had prevailed on the Shawanese, by entreaties
and the whiskey, to make him a present of their
newly-taken prisoner ; and that, therefore, he now -
belonged to the Mingoes, to whom he would be
delivered up in a few days. The prospect of slavery
was pleasing, compared with the dread of tortureand
death, which he had-had constantly before his eyes.
He journeyed on with his new masters for several
days, iv the same manner as with the former, except
that be was not ticd at night. Unfortanately, they
- fell
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fell in with the Shawanese again; and the chief,
become sober, regretted his former generosity; and
being the stronger, from the numbers that accom.
panied him, compelled the Mingoes to resign Mr,
Martin to h s former wisery and anxiety. Some
days after they met an Indian driving a horse laden
with whiskey, belonging to a tribe residing farther
to the eastward. The desire of another revel induced
the chief to exchange his prisoner for a cask of that
intoxicating liquor. He was once more consigned
to a new master, ‘who employed him in assisting in
the chace; and after hunting some time in the
woods, carried bim to his town, that bordered on
the eastern side of Lake Ontario. Here he had
passed several months in captivity, occupied in
menial offices, though he was not trcated with
severity.. Having gained the confidence of his
masters, by bis docility and industry, he had
prevailed on them to suffer him to accompany
them on a trading expedition to St. John’s, in
hopes that he might weet with some person who
would sympathise with his misfortunes, and re-
deem him from the slavery under which he groaned.
I.could not hear this affecting recital without at-
tempting to deliver him; but he had rendered him-
self so useful to his employers, that, after many
proposals that. were rejected, I almost despaired of
success. At length I prevailed, by the influence of
a box of paints, several hundred silver buttons, with
 other silver trinkets, and two casks of rum. To
CX press
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express the gratitnde and satisfuction that were
shown by Mr. Martin is impossible. 1 advanced
him' a sum of money to enable him to make the best
of bis way to Phifadelphia, whese hie i:a. relations
who are persons of the first respectability ;.. and as
he appears to be a man of werth, 1 have ro doubt
of receiviag remktances irem him, (o reimburse me
for what I have expended on his account. The
days which afford such opportunities of saccouring
the distressed, should be recioned amongst the
happiest of our lives. May you enjey many of
them, and suffer none to escape, wu.hout tasting the
exqmsnte pleasure they afford.
: Yours, &c..
/ HENRY FRANKLIN.

LETTER XXXIII.

Arthuir Middleton to his Brother Edwin.

Quebec.,
My pEAr Epwinx,

" THE éountry around St. John’s is fiat,
and almost destitute of trees, from a dreadful fire
which destroyed the woods for miles, and has
tendered firing very scarce. .

We
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We set out from this place in.a light waggon,
which carried us through a picturesque country, by
the town of Ch'a"mbly, adorned with a fine old castle,
built by the French, to La Prairie, a small place,
where we exchanged our vehicle for a bateau, in
which we embarksd for Montreal. A bateauisa
ﬁaf-bottomed boat, with sharp ends, particularly
adapted to the stormy lakes and rivers of America.

Since we left St. John’s, the face of things bears
quite a different aspect, and it is easy to perceive
that we have entered a new territory.  The British
flag ; soldiers on duty; the French inhabitants
running about in their red night-caps; the children
saluting you at the doors; (a custom never observed
in the United States ;) the improved appearance of
of the houses ; large Roman Catholic churches and
chapels; priests in their robes; nuns ; friars; large
wooden crucifixes by the road side;; and, above all,
a nniversal change of langnage from English to
Fr-nch. In order to account for these alterations,
I must tell you, that Canada belonged to the

French, till it was ceded by treaty to the English,

in 176%; and it is still chiefly inhabited by people
of French extraction, who are allowed the exercise
of the Catholic religion.

Montrcal is the capital of Upper Canada. It is
bailt upon an island of the same aame, in the river
st. Lawrence, and is surrgunded with walls, thongh

the suburbs extend far beyond them. The build: )
’ . ings |
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ings within the walls are composed of a compact,
dark-coloured limestone, which whitens in the fire,
and becomes greyish when exposed to the air and
sun: those in the suburbs are chiefly wood. The
Jower part of the town, where most of the shops are
situated, has a gloomy aspect, especially towards
evening, ‘when the doors and windows are regular-
Iy shut up with sheet-iron shutters, a precaution
used against fire.  This accident has so often been
attended here with dreadful consequences, that
the inhabitants who can afford it, cover the roofs
- of their houses with tin plales, instead of shingles.
The streets are narrow, but there are two open
squares; and the town is embellished with several
' churches and convents. The cathedral is a spacious
edifice, and has five richly-decorated altars: the
Aoors are always: opew; and- numbers of people
frequent it to pay their private devotions, when
 there is no public worship performed. One Sunday
that we:at'{mded the celebration of high mass, the
- crowd Was so greaf that the steps on the outside
were covered with people, who continued kneehno'
with their bats off, during the service. It happened
that there was a grand funeral at this church, at.
the time of our stay in the town. A number of
priests accompanied it, chaunting prayers, fol-
lowed by lite boys in white robes and black
caps, with wax lights in-their hands. These are
the usual ceremonics for all whose relations can
afford to pay for -them. The inhabitants arc
o . lively,




lively, polite, and sociable, and live in sych
harmony, that you would suppose they were aj
related. The Island of Moutreal is twenty-cight
miles long. On it are several mountains. The
foot of the largest of them is encircled with neat
country houses, and prelty gardens; and its sitles
are covered with lofiy trecs. From this place »
prodigious extent of couniry bursts upon (he
sight, with the noble,_riv'cr St. Lawrence winding
through. On one side flows the river smoothly on,
after passing down the tretuendous rapids above
the town, where it is hurried, with a noise like
thunder, over huge rocks. On the opposite side
is seen the town, with its churches, monasteries,
glittering spires, and the shipping under its ruined
walls.

Mr. Franklin having formed the resolution of
passing the winter at Quebec, and the autuma
being pretty much advanced, we again embacked
on board a bateau, covered with an awning
stretched over hoops, and sailed down the river
St. Lawrence. For several leagues below Montreal,
the houses are so numeroas, that it appears like a
continued village. These buildings are remarkably
neat; and in each hamlet, be it ever so small, there
is a church: the spires arc generally covered with
tin, which, sparkling ia the sun, has a pretty effect
through the trees.

Sorelle is a town standing at the mouth of the
river of the same name, which runs from Lake

¢ Chamylsin’
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Champlain into the St. Lawrence. This town was
fo have been built upon a very extensive scale; but
instcad -of that, it now consists of a few indifferent,
straggling houses. It is principally inhabited by
subjects of the United States, who, being attached
to the British government, fled bhither when the
Americans became independents they are chicfly
“employed in ship building. A little beyond Sorelle,
the river expands to a gréat breadth, and is so
thickly sprinkled with small islands, that it is
astonishing how large vesscls can pass between
them. This wide part is called the Lac St. Pierre.
It afterwards narrows, and is nowhere more than
two miles across before it reaches Quebec. This
city, where we have taken up our residence for
two or thrce months, is situated on a very lofty
point of land, at the confluence of the rivers 8t.
Lawrence and St. Charles. It is built on a rock
of limestone, and is divided into the upper and
lower town; the latter stands close to the water,
and the former on rocks, so stcep that they are
absolutely inaccessible.  Thus it is strongly fortified
by nature and art, the side towards the land being
defended by stupendous works. The lower town
is a dirty, confined, disagréeable place, chiefly
inhabited by traders concerned in the shipping..
The elevaled situation of the upper town renders it
healthy and pleasant, though the streets are narrow
and irregular. It is the residence of the governor,
gentry, and principal merchants. Most of the

02 houses




houses are very high, and built with stone. The
house the governor inbabits is called the chateau. It
" stands in an open place, on the edge of a precipice
that can only be ascended by birds. In fine weather,
during summer, one of the regiments belonging
to the garrison parades in this square, and the band
playsto serenade the gentry, who make it a public
walk. Opposite to the chateau is a Franciscan
movastery, and near it the Jesuits’ college. There
are also several nunucries; and being a garrison
town, large barracks, and an armory furnished
with ten thousard stand ot arms, fancifully dis
pose, like those in the Tower of London.

‘We have taken. our abode in the upper town of
Quebec, which overlooks the most grand and
delightful scenery imaginable. As soon as I rise,
I throw up my window, and cast my eye over
stupendous  rocks, immense rivers, variegated
forests, cultivated plains, roountains, lakcs, towns,
villages, and shipping; forming at once a rich
pictarc of nature and art. The loftiest part of the
rock, on which the upper town is built, is called
Cape Diamond, because spars of a brilliant quality
arc found in its cavities. This clevated precipice
rises one thousand feet above the level of the river;
you need not be surprised, thercfore, that the
prospect {rom it is sublime and extensive. Mr.
Franklin's taste difters from minc: he prefers the
vicw from a point not quite so high, becausc he

thinks
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{hinks the objects are not seen clearly from the
prodigious distance between them and the spece
tator.

I often visit, -with entbusnasm, the spot marked
by a large stone, where Geueral Wolf expired, just
as hie heard the news that his troops had gaiged the
victory, and got Quebec into their possession; an
achievement that few; possessed of less magnammxty

“and skill, would have dared to undertake, gnd in

which still fewer would have succeeded.

The market people carry their goods in little carts,
drawn by dogs, that resemble the Newfoundland
breed, and are wonderfully sagacious and tractable.
I have already had several rides in a cariole, or
sledge, drawn by half a dozen of them yoked
together; and journeys are often perforned in this
manuer.  In a few weeks you shall hear from me,
with a further account of this country. In the
mean time, believe that I am always, affections
ately,

Yoars, ;
ARTHUR MIDDLETON.

0s _ LETTER




LETTER XXXIV.

Arthur Middleton to his Brother Edwin.

Afonire:d,

. Dearcst Epwiy,

OUR stay here, and at Quebece, has ena-
bled e to coilect many particulars of Ganada, and
“the manners of its inhabitants; especially as we
have made several excarsions from the town. It
is necessary you should know that the British pos-

sessions in North America are divided into Upper
and Lower Canada, New Bruuswick, and Nova
Scotia. The two first are gaverned by a viceroy,
depuied by the king of Great Britain; and two
houses of legislature, one hereditary, ‘the other
elective; the former corresponding to. our House
of Lords, tbe latter to our house of Commons.
Upper Canada is divided into the four districts of

Detroit, Niagara, Kingstoue, and St. John’s.
The detence of the country is entrusted to the
inhabitants, every male being a militia-man, from
fifteen to fifty, except those who are employed in
the public offices of government ; and the Quakers,
{he Dunkers, aad the Baptists, whose religious
~ prciples
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principles forbid them to follow the profession of a

soldier, who are fined a sum of money, in lieu of

the service that would otherwise be required of
them.

Every religion is tolerated. The Roman Catholic
prevails most ; though government favours that of
the church of England. :

Scrvants are extremely scarce, as most of those
who come from Europe obtain lands, and so be~
come farmers; therefore; the regulation that gives.
freedom to all negroes the moment they arrive in
Canada, is as wise as it is humane.

* Lower Canada is very productive in small grain,
small fruits, and garden vegetubles of every de-
scription.  Currants, gooseberrics, raspberries, and
grapes, grow wild. The raspberrics are particularly
fine, and abound in the woods; but the grapes re-
quire the gardener’s care {o bring them to perfic-
tion. Tobacco also thrives weil; and that grown in
this cauntry is esfeemed for its peculiar mildness.
The variety of trecs in the forests of Canada is sur~
prising, and highly pleasing to an admirer of the
works of creation; there being oaks, elms, ashes,
pines, sycamores, chesnuts, waliuts, of cach several
specics, besides others not so wcll known. The sugar
maple grows in all parts of -the country, and is a
very useful tree; as not only sugar may be made
from it, but vinegar, table beer, and an execlient
spitit.  The country people pierce these trees with
an augur, and put a vessel bencath, to catch the

0% sap
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sap as it falls, which they refine by boiling till it i
converted into sugar; and a sufficient guantity js
procured to nearly supply the inbhabitants, who
seldom use any other.

Manufactures not being yet arrived at great per.
fection, the imports from Europe chiefly consist in
éarthenware, hardware, the more elegant articles of
houschold furniture, sationery, leather, grocery,
wines, and spirits : in return for these things, the
Canadians export furs in immense quantities, wheat,
flour, flax seed, pot-ash, timber, staves, and lum.
ber, dried fish, oil, gensing, and various medicinal
drugs. 4

A considerable portion of the lands in Lower
Canada is in the possession of seigniors, who may
be compared to thriving farmersin England; but
the peasants who cultivate their estates are their
vassals, and, in many respects, are dependent upon
them. '

When the country was yielded to the English, it
was agreed that the Roman Catholic religion should
‘continue to be the profession of the people at large;
eonsequently, convents, nuns, and friars, with the
other peculiarities of a catholic country, are to be
seexi here in all their formalities; amongst others,
huge wooden crucifixes are common, by the road

-side, some of them richly ornamented and painted,
The soperstitious people call them Bons Dicuz,
and pull off their hats and make a reverend obeis-
ance to these posts, at which I cannot forbear

. smiling ;
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sm'ling ; thongh my good friend renroves me for it,

by saying that I ought to respect the inteation of the

most absurd act of devotion, and pity the ignoranee
- of the devotee. :

The female French peasants are generally very-
pretty ; and their beauty is improved by the taste~-
fulnes: o their summer dre.s. Most of them wear
a boddice of bl:e or scarlet, without sleeves, a
petticoat of a different col.ur, and a straw hat.
They look old early, which is attributed-to their
working too hard, their husbands leaving many:
faliguing employments to them. But o moike them .
amends, . they are persons of great consequence in:
the family ; for a Canadian never makes a bargain:
without consulting his wife. - This probably arises.
from the superior learning of the women, as they.
are better taught than thé men, who seldom are able
1o read or write. Both sexes are generally very:
cheerful, and are fond of dancing and singing,-
which are favourite amusements, even amongst
the lower classes. I believe that the men are the
most dexterous managers of bateaux .in the world,-
in rapid rivers. But for onr confidence in the skilk
of the boatinan, we should have given ourselves:
up at the strong current that hurried us through
the midst of large rocks with precipitate: violence,.
just as- we approached . Montreal: 'We seemed-
every moreent on the point of being dashed to-
picces. They, however, brought. us safe over.:
The canoes that are used in the river St. Lawrence:.

05 are-




are curiously constructed of the bark of ‘the ‘birchs
tree, which grows to a very large size in the more
northern part of the country. This bark resembies
that of the cork tree, and is so flexible, it may be
roiled up like a piece of cloth®’ so that the Indians,
when they go a huating, provide themselves with
sowme of it, to ‘make a covering for a temporary
hut. The canoes arc formed with ribs made of
thick, tough rods, covered with this bark, and are
of dlﬂ'emnt\smes some of them bolding one mar
only, and others twenty. “Unless people are used
to these frail vessels, they are eas#y overset; for
they are so light, that two men are not overloaded
by carrying one, of # moderate size, on their
shoulders; and so swift, that they leave the best
keel-boat behind them.

The most common carriage in Lower Canada is
a calash, which is a sort of one-horse chaise that
bolds two people, besides the driver, who sits ona
box placed over the foot-board. On each side of
the carriage is a little door, which serves as an
entranee, and, when shut, is eonvenient to prevent
any thing from falling ont. The harness is clumsy,
studded with brass nails, and decorated with small
bells, that make a most disagreeable jingle. During
the -severe frosts, sledges are frequently used, and
-form a favourite diversion. . They are of two kinds,
-covered and open : -the covered sledge is like the
body of a chariot, covered -all over with fur, and
pnt upon two iron mnners, shaped like a pair of

. skates;
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~ skates; the open sledge varies in shape, acco:difig
 tothe state of the owner, and is often very hand-
somely decorated.  Those belonging to the gentry
are drawn by one or two horses, placed like these-
ina tandem; and the dadics who ride in them are
generally dressed superbly, in the most valuabte
furs. These sledges glide over the snow with such-
swiftness~and so little noise, that, to prevent acci--
dents, they are obliged fp give notice of their-
approach, by bells attached to-the harness, or by-a:
born sounded before them.
* Though the cold is so intense, K do not suffer
more from it than I did in England;. forwhen [ go
abroad I am covered from head to foot with fur..
My cap is so contrived that nothing but my eyes-
and nose is to Be seen ;- and every part of our house
is warmed with stoves. ‘Otr doors and windows-
are double ;. so that ne cold air. can.enter to incom--
mode us.. The heat and cold are both felt in the-
extreme in Canada; but the climate is not subject:
to such sudden changes, in the same day, as in the-
United States. The snow generally begins to falk.
in November, when it s disagreeably cold and raw, .
and the sky. is dark and loweriog: by the middle-
of December the sky.clears,. and the frost sets in;.
and for six weeks there is séédom any alteration,
This is- the season of gaiety and pleasure, as we
kave most agrecably experienced. Musie, dancing,
skating, and social parties, enliven every day, and
_ mitke us disregard the cold and the snow. - Dering
- Q6 ~ this.




300

this long frost, we returned, in a sledge, to Montreal,
‘We were three days on the road; but we were
wrapped in our fur pelisses, and defied the rigours
of the northern sky. 'The weather was remarkably
clear, the roads as hard as a rock, and the frogt
on the trees glittered like a forest of diamonds. We
glided as swift as an arrow, and on our arrival were
welcomed by our friends with that warmth of heart
and sociability that renders eyery place charming,
In this pleasing society we have passed the winter;
but a rapid change, that has within a few days
taken place, warns us that our departure is not
very distant.  The snow has disappeared ; the
fields, clothed with.the richest verdure, bear the
appearance of spring; and the trees already display
a beautiful foliage of rich tints.

Montreal is the grand mart for the fur trade the
skins of various animals, collected by the Indians,
being brought thither from a vast distance, along
rivers an:l lakes, and then are transported to Europe.
I have bespoke a fine black bear-skin, to make a
muff for my mother, which I bope she will wear
for my sake. The skins of beavers, otters, martins,
and wild cats, are called fine peliry; but those
cargoes are termed mixed peltry, when, with the
finer sorts, are packed wolves, foxes, buffaloes,
decr, and bears. ‘

- One of our rides was to the river- Montmorenci,
that unites v'th the St. Lawrence, about seven
wiles below Quebec. The country through which
. it
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it passes is wild, and thickly wooded ; and ‘its course
lies over a bed of broken rocks, till it comes to the'
brink of a precipice, down which it descends in.
one uninterrupted fall. of two hundred and forty
feet: the water seerns to-reach the bottom slowly,:
and has the appearance of snow, as it is received in-
a natural bason of rock; and -the'spray, when the
sun shines, reflects the most vivid tints. The
cataract of La Chandeere has a very different
aspect, but is not less beautiful. It is not half
the height of that of Montmorenci, but it is two
hundred and fifty feet wide; and the banks are
covered with the grandest forest trees, and form,
amidst the piles of broken rocks that lie scattered
around, some of the most romantic views imaginable.
My letter is already too long, yet it will not be
complete, unless I' add a few particulars of onr
jonrney from Quebec to Montreal. At the first
post-house, our driver, with his hair in a queue,
bound up with an eel-skin, announced our arrival :
by a loud crack of his whip, which brought out
the post-master and all his family to the dvor to
welcome us. The old lady was very stylish, in a
close French cap.” She gave us a good breakfast,
of which we stood greatly in need. The road runs
mostly along the banks of the St. Lawrence, pre-
senting the same views of neat little towns and
villages, we so much admired {rom the water, in
our passage o Quebec. In the first forty miles we -
were ofien gratified with prospecis of great sub-
limity.




502
livjily. In some places the immense tiver, like a
la \fined between ranges of mountains, secrred
tp%oi?nder our feet; and the largest merchantmen,
as ooked down from the steep banks, appeared
no bigger than fishing boats.- We took refresh.
ment at a town called Trois Rivieres, from its
situation on the shore of the St. Lawrence, close to
the mouth of the river St. Maurice, the largest
of thirty rivers that fall into the St. Lawrence, on
the nortk-west side alone, between Quebec and
Montreal. This river is divided into three streams,
by two large iskands, just before it is-lost in the
mighty St. Lawrence, The town is not large;
the streets are narrow, and many of the houses are
built only of wood: but we were so well amused
at the convent of St. Ursule, that we disregarded
the meanness of the town. We first entered the
chapel, the doors of which open to the street,
under a porch. It is very lofty, but not extensive,
Opposite to the entrance is the altar, which is
richly ornamented; on each side of it is a lattice,
the one leading o an apartment allotted for sick
npuns, the other connected with the cheeur of the
chapel. Here we were desired to ring a bell.
Upon this the curtain within the lattice was drawn
back, and we discovered an apartment surrounded
with nuns, and furnished with an altar, near which
kneeled several-nuns, dressed in black stuff gowns,
with white handkerchiefs. spread over their sheul-
ders, and drawn close up to the throat; to these
el were
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were joined a kind of hood of white linen, that
covers half the forehead, the temples; and ears.
Fach of them bad, besides, a ﬂowi/g veil of black
gauze ; and a silver-cross hung from the breast.
The works of these sisters, in birch bark, embroi-
dered with elk hair, dyed of the most brilliant
colours, are very ingenious: of these materials they
make pocket-books, - work-bags, dressing-boxes,
models of Indian canocs, and a variety of the
warlike weapons used by the Indians. Strangers
are expected to purchase; some of them, which I
did willingly, and shall send them by the first
_ opportunity fo -Catherine and Louisa, as speci-
mens of the art. Besides works of fancy, these
good sisters employ themselves in atiending on
the sick in tbe hospital, which is close to the
convent. ~ ° : ’
Here I will close this long epistle, and for the
present bid you adieu. ;
ARTHUR MIDDLETON.

LETTER




LETTER XXXYV.

Arthur Middleton to his Brother Edwin,

. Kingston,
My pear Boy,

IT issaid, ¢ the eye is not satisfied with
seeing,” which may be truly applied to us; for afier
the vast extent we have traversed, and the variely
that has occurred in the course of our peregrinations,
I could not behold a party of Montreal dealers in
fars, set off for an expedition to the distant lukes
that lic towards the Pacific Ocean, withoui an
ardent desire to share their "adventures, whatever
difficulties they might encounter. Mr. Franklia
was not long in yielding to my importunities; but
choosing to visit the celebrated Falls of Niag gara, we
took a different course, and agreed to meet them at
Machillimackinack. Weaccordingly embarked at
Chine, a small, pleasant village about nine miles
bigher up on the island, to avoid the strong rapids
just above Montreal. Here are very extensive storc-
houses, belonging to the king of E:gland, where
the presents for the Indians are deposited. On the
opposite side of the river stands the village of the
Cockenonaga Indians, chielly consisting of a few

log-houses,
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Jog-houses, and a Roman. Catholic church, gaily
adorned with pictures, lamps, and other finery, to
attract the attenrtion‘ of these peop's. When the
wind was favourable, we used our sails;: when
otherwise, the boatmen were obliged to take to their
oars; a labour that they aiways cheer with a song,
in nhich every man of them joins, whether his
voice be melodious or not, A strong current, at
times, obliged them to keep as close as possible to
the shore, and push the ba‘cau along with light
poles, headed with iron. They are often obliged
to rest from this exertion, when they seldom fail
to fill their pipes, which they keep constantly in
their mouths-; for a French Canadian without it, is
arare sight.  Om one part of the river, called the
Lake of St. Louis, our vessels were covered with
swarms of little white insects, rather larger than a
gnat, but of such a delicate texture, that they
crumble to powder with a tonch. We passed the
first night on a small island named Perot, at the
mouth of the Utawas river. Here I enjoyed a novel
scene;  After our boatmen had secured the little
fleet of bateaux, they divided tliemselves into-smalt
parties, and kindled fires along the shore, that they
might cook their victuals for the next day, and
keep themselves- warm during the night. =~ These
men are so hardy, that in fine weather they sleep
on the bare grass, with no other covering than a
short blanket; and. when it is stormy they shelter
themselves with a sail,. or a blanket spread against
. ' the
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the wind, over a few poles sﬁci\hﬁé the ground,
1 envied their independence, and tried, one night,
to imitate it, but I got a trimming cold. The
next day we crossed the Utawas, in order to gain
the mouth of the south-west branch of the $t,
Lawrence. The river at this place rushes down
irto the lake over immense rocks, with such im.
petuosity, and the breakers run so high, that I fuily
expected our bateanx would be overset, or filled
with water. The desterity of our bgatnen, hos-
ever, got us saft through these rapids, as. they are
properly named, for boats are carried down the
stream at the rate of fiftecn miles an hour.  Ascenil-
ing the stream was, oa the contrary, so tedious,
that our party were put on shore, determining to
proceed on foot, till the bateaux had passed this
difficolt navigation. We got a comiortable diuner
in the English siy’c, at a neat tavern, kept by an
English woman, in the pretty village of the Hili of
Cedars. This evening the batcaux were drawn up
for the night, at the foot of the hill of the lake, and
we pitchal our tent 0n the élge of-a wood,ata lude
distance from the river. 1 was fatigued, and slept
as souadly as if I had been on a bed of down. The
pext morning we entered the Lake St. Francis,
about twenty-five miles long; and landed on the
Isle aux Raisins, named so from the abundance of
wild vincs that grow upon #. The Indians, who
possess ity were very frieudly, and sold us some
wild ducks and fresh-caught fish, for a trifle,

Night
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Night afler night we passed much in the same
manuery, under the shelter of our tent, which did
not secure us from the effects of a dreadful hurris
cane, aitended with torrents of rain that drenched
us to the skia.

Some of our friends were excellent shots : when
we went on shore to avoid the rapids, of which we

passed several, they mostly carried their guns, and

killed a number of wood-pigeons, except being
smaller, very much like those we have in England.
Having passed the last rapid below the month of the
Oswegatchee, the most considerable of those rivers
within the territory that falls into the 8t Lwrence,
~ the current became gentle, and we entered the Lake
~ of a Thousand Islands. The maltiplicity of small
islets that cover its surface gives it this name. They
vary in size, from scveral miles round to a spot not
_bigger than our boat. All of them are covered with
wood ; and many of them are guarded by rocks,
and crags of fantastic shapes, that rise to a con-
siderable height above the water.

Nothing can exceed the beauty and variety of
prospects this lake aff> ds. In some parts, our
bateaux seemed to be hemmed in by islands, whose
rich foliage hung over the water. Betwecn the trees
were the hunting encampments of the Indians, when,
on a sudden, a narrow passage led us into the open
lake. After enjoying these cver-changing views,
we werc landed at Kingston, a garrison town of

great
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great trade, situated at the mouth of a deep bay,
at the north-eastern extremity of Lake ‘Ontario,
Betore I proceed, I must entreat you to cast your
eye on the map, and trace the course of the mighty
St. Lawfence. At its outh, it is ninety miles
wide; and it is navigable, for ships of the line, as
far as Quebec, a distance ot four hundred miles
from the sea. If we consider that immense body
of water that flows from Luke Winnipic, through
the Lake of the Woods, Lakes Superior, Erie,
Huron, and Ontario, dawn to the sea, as one
continued stream, it must excite our wonder and
admiration.

After introducing o your attention an object s
sublime and noble, which must naturally raise your
mind to the omnipotence of its great Author, I
shall conclude; as all common topics must, afler
this, appear trifling and insignificant.

Adieu, my dear brother. Yours, &c.

ARTHUR MIDDLETON.




LETTER XXXVI.

Artlgz:r Middletor to his Brother Edwin.

Niagara.
My pear Epwin,

WE took a few days’ rest at Kingsion:
the groudf} near the city rises with a gentle swell,
and forms, near the lake, a sort of amphitheatre of
lands, cleared, but not yet cultivated. A few of
the houses are built of stone and brick, but the
generality are only of wood. The barracks are a
stone edifice, surrounded with palisadoes. King-
ston is a kind of mart for the goods brought up the
§&. Lawrence, for the supply of the upper country:
lere they are deposited in stores, (the American
aame for warchouses,) till they can be exported
across the lakes. A great number of furs also are
collecied in this town from the country beyond the
lakes; and some are brouglit in by the Indians
who hunt in the neighbourhood.

JHaving taken a full survey of this town, Mr.
Franklin' bargained with the captain of a large
vessel bound for Niagara, for the use of thé cabin ;
and,on the signal of a fair wind, we embarked for
cmssing Lake Ontario, the most easterly of.the
four lakes, through which the boundary line passes,

. that
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that separates the Urited States from the province
of Upper Canada. It is two hundred and twenty
miles in length, and, in the broadest part, seven'y
wide. Our voyaze was cxactly the same as if
we had been on the occan, for the shores being
generally flat and sandy, we were mostly out of
sight ot"larxcl; ard this lake being less subject to
storms than the others that are near it, the passage
was calm and prosperous. " As we approached the
town of Niagara, often called Newach, we admired
{he handsome appearance of the fort. Here we
were put ashore, and soon entercd the to‘}n, which
is one of the principal of Upper Camada, and the
centre of the gentility of the province. The houses
for the common people arc mostly of woor, but
those designcd' for the residence of the officers of
vgovernmcnt aie very handsome buildings. It
stands on the western bank of the river of the
same name, in a very pleasant situation; but it
is miserably unhealthy, the inhabitants Dbeiag
very subject to the ague, as I have unfortunately
experienced during the last three days. 1 have
had two violent fits of it. I am now swallow-
ing doses of bark. every (wo hours, in hopes of
presenting a retarn of it.  Agues and intermitlents
are very prevalejfit in many parls of America, par
ticularly where/ the land has been lately cleared
of wood; whi¢h is attributed to the vapours that
rise from the/earth when first turned up, which
bas never before been cultivated. 1 lope I shall

s000
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goon recover my health, as in many of our wan-
derings I am obliged to fast as wall as feast, and
have no oppt_)rtunity frr indulgence. Thougl
there is ro regular market at this place, we fare
well: yesterday we had a haunch of venison, and

.. salmon, for dinne\"r; both purchased from an
_Indian, whe gladly exchanged them for a bottle
“of rum and a loaf of bread. Lake Ontario, and all

the rivers that fall inte it, abouad with excellent
silmon, and many different kinds of salt-water fish,
which come up the river St. Lawrence; as well
as a great variety of those kinds that live in fresh
water, its own natural inhabitaats, The.Jndians,
whose chief occupation, besides war, is fishing
and hunting, have a curious method of taking the
fish in this lake. Two men go at night on these
expeditions, in a canoe: the one sits in the stern,
and paddles the boat along; and the other stands
with a spear in his hand, over a flambeau placed in
the head of the canoe. 'The light attracts the fish ;
they crowd on all sides of the canoc; and the
spearsman, ‘accustomed to ‘the -business, strikes
them with such dexterity, that he seldomn misses his
aim, '

The day and hour being fizxed for our visit to
the famous falls, we monnted our horses early, and
set out on our expedition. I must confess, my im-
patience was so great, I was often ready to leave the
company and advance before them. Though good
wanners restrained me from this indulgence to my

own




si2

own feelings, my attention was cntircly engrossed
with watching for the first glimpse of the white
column of mist that rises over the cataract, and
listening to the roar of the impetuous torrent; but
I could perceive neither, till we approached with.
in a mile of the place, though Captain Toddrel,
a gentleman in our company, assured us that bLe
had himself heard the ‘tremendous sound, at {he
distance of forty niiles, and seen the white cloud
hovering in the air, still further off. Thesc appcar.
ances depend upon the state “of. the atmosphere,
which at this time was unfavourable to our wishes.
At length we attained the point so earnestly desired:
the grand spectacle appearcd before us in all its
majesty. The river, closely hemmed in by the
rocks on the right, encroaching upon its channel,
branches into two arms; one of which flows along
the bank formed by these rocks; and the other
arm, which is far the most considerable, being
separated by a small island, runs straight on to
the lefi, and sweeps through a capacious natural
bason of stone, which it fills with much foam and
noise. Its course being obstricted by other rocks,
it makes a turn, and with redoubled violence meels
the other branch; and their united force rushes
down a perpendicular ledge of rocks,-onc hundred
and sixty fect high, partly bollowed out by the
incessunt impetuosity of the falling curreat. lIts
width is rearly equal 1o thut of the chanzel of
the river, the uniformity of which is ouly ia-
* Aerrupted
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terrupted by the island I -mentioned before, which
separates the two arms, rests unshaken on its rocky
basis, and seems, as it were, to swim between the
iwo streams, which rush at once into this stupendous
chasm. Picture to yourselves what a mighty torrent
that must be which proceeds from the united waters
of the Lakes Erie, Michigan, St. Clair, Huron, and
Superior, and {he numerous rivers that empty
themselves into these lakes, and you will form some
faint idea of the vast body of waters that incessantly
supplies this astonishing cataract, which tumbles
down perpendicularly on the rocks.

The coloar of the water is at times a dark green,
at others a foaming whitc; brilliant in all parts,
and displaying a thousand hues, according to the
effects of the rays ef the sun, the time of day, the
‘staie of the air, the force of the wind, and the -
colour of the sky. 'The water that reaches the
botton, obstructed in its fall by fragments of rock,
is in violent agitation, continually spouting, and
foaming, and throwing on shore logs of wood,
bodies of trees, boats, and wrecks, which the
steam has swept away in its course. The poise,
agitation, irregularity, and rapid descent of the
stream, continues sevenr or eight miles; nor can
‘the river be safely passed ‘in a boat till it reaches
Queenstown, nine miles from the falls.—But to
proceed. Captain Toddrel, who is well acquaint-
cd with every part of these stupendous falls, led us
first to the brink of a deep, hollow place, surrounded

P with
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with Targe trees, from fhe bottom of which risc thick
volumes of ' whitish mist, resembling the smoke of
burning weetls. ~ Here we followed him down a
‘steep bank, for fifty yards, which led us to-a marshy
piece’of ground covered with bushes; thence he
coriducted us to the Table Rock, which ‘stands o
lié front of the great fall, and rises forty feet above
jt. How shall I expréss my sensations when arrived
at ﬂ\iss‘pot.!, : For some time I was Yost in wondet;
‘but ‘collecting my thoughts, the sublime images
before me excited a sort of dlevotional awe, and raised
emotions of qdqtit(ion to that Infinite Power, by
whom the mighty torrent was created. Mr. Franklin
felt the same if‘a’pre’ssionsj nor was Ire:ashawmed fo
confess them before all ‘the company. TFrom this
‘point we ‘enjoyed an uninterrupted view of ‘the
tremendous rapids above the- falls; and of the
surrounding -shores, covered with ‘thick woods,
-composed of trees of various shades. A few yards
below our feet rolled the Horsé-shoe Fall, dashing
its waters with " frightful impetaosity : at a dis-
tance, on our left hand, ‘we beheld ‘the fall of Foot
Behiloper; and if we got cqurage- to cast our eyes
“beneath, we looked perpendicularty down into the
frightful gulph, agitited by 'the tremendous whirl-
post occasioned by the ‘turnbling cataract. Here
‘e remained some hours; - for how eould we bil
“adicu, for the last time, to'such -a-'spectacte? "The
day was far'spent; hanger and '’ fatigue induced us
{o returnto an indifferent tavern in the: neighbour-

‘ hood,
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hood, determined to repair again to the falls, at an
eatly hour in the morning, when our friendly guide
‘took us to another point of view, whence we bad a
most beautiful and sublime -prospect of the whole
cataract at once.  After which, with inexpressible
fatigue, danger, and difficulty, we scrambled to the
bottom of the cataract, by means of perpendicular
steps, cut out of trees, caverns, and projecting
rocks, the scattered fragments of which warned us
to take heed to our steps. When we reached the
bottom, a new and awful scene was presented before
us: huge piles of misshapen rocks, overgrown with
pines and cedars, projected from the cliff over our
heads, and seemed to threaten us with instant de-
struction. Many of the large trees grow with their
heads downwards, being suspended by the roots,
from the crags which had given way.

Having reached the margin of the river, we
proceeded along the strand, towards the Great
Fall. Here we saw vast numbers of dead bodies
of different animals, thrown to the surface of the
water ;—fishes, squirrels, foxes, &c. that had ‘been
carried away by the violence of the current above
the falls, and precipitated into the gulph beneath.
Birds of prey hover on the shore, and feast on
these carcases. 'With cautious steps we followed
our conductor over rugged crags, made slippery
by the continual moisture from the spray; some-
times we were obliged to creep on hands and knees,
through long, dark holes, where there are passages

P2 between.
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Detween the torn up rocks and trees; at last, we |8
approached the very foot of thie Great Fall, which
rusbes like a water-spout, from the edge of a rpro-
jecting rock. Behind it are large, hollow caverns,
.worn away by the continual force of the waters,
Emboldened, as I became familiarized with the
scene, 1 ventured behind this amazing sheet of water,
but I was near paying for my rasheess with my life:
-the ‘whirl»wind that always rages at” the-bettomn of
-the cataract, deprived me of breath. [ was stanned
with the tremendous roar, and was on the point of
falling seuseless inte the awful chasm, when Mr,
.Franklin, with great resolution and presence of
mind, macle one instantaneous effort to snatch me
_from the threatened ‘destruction, and fortunately
succeeded in catching hold of the flap of my coat,
by which he dragged me from my situation. I was
_some time before I came to myself. This happy
escape wiil teach me not to expose myself so care.
lessly in future. I was tolerably recovered by half
aglass of brandy; though 1 could not divest mysl
the whole day, from a degree of horror, as if I was
still falling into the gulph. At the bottom of the
Horsc-shoe Fall we observed a white substance
adhering to the rocks, exactly like froth petrified,
1 put several pieces of it into my pocket, to addto
our collection of natural curiosities. Neither the
_cataract, ner the river above it, are frozen in the
severest winters; but as the lakes that contribute
their waters to it are, enormous flakes of ice rush
constantly
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particularly when the sun shining on them reflects
a thousand colours, and causes them to glitter like
dizmonds. Having brought some refreshments in
a basket, we did not think of ascending the cliff tilt
the sun was going down, when we had the unex-
pected: gratification of beholding one of the meost
perfect and brilliant rainbows displayed in the spray
_ that was rising from the fall,

The river from which this sublime cataract takes
its name, connects the two lakes, Erie and Ontario,,
together, by a eourse of thirty-six miles, which it
runs partly over a bed of rock between them.
Being extremely exhausted by the fatigues of the
day, and our minds deeply impressed by the stue
pendous objects we had been viewing, we retired to
rest, full of the most sublime ideas of the power,
wisdom, and goodness, of the Deity. Adien,

ARTHUR MIDDLETON.

LETTER




LETTER XXXVII.

Arthur Middlcton to his Sisters, Catlzcrz‘n/c,mgq

Touisa. /
7

. Fort Erie,

My peAR SISTERS, :
WHILST we remained in the neighbourheod
of the falls, we made several pleasant excursions
through different parts of the adjacent country;
and as we had fine weather, enjoyed the wild,
- romaritic prospects, afforded by the variety of
mountains, valleys, and woods. In our walks, we
met with many large snakes, of different sorts:
. some' were basking in the sun, displaying theic
 variegatat colours, and twisting themselves info
an hundred” elegant forms; others- climbing the
highest trecs, in pursuit of birds and squirrels,
upon which- they principally feed. These climbers
are several feet long; and the upper part of the
body is black and scaly. W herever they appear,
they carry terror with them ; cven to the winged
inhabitants of high trecs, who se¢m to have no
power to escape from their devouring jaws. I lhave
watched them several times : afler they have fixed
their eyes on an animal, they become motionless,
except turning their head somelimes to the right,
. and
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and sometimes to the left, but still keep their eye

invariablyndirccted.to the object. The distracted
victim, conscious of its danger, instead of flying
from its enemy, seems to be held by some invincible
/power ; it screams, draws nigh, then goes to a little
distance, and after skipping about with unac-
countable agitation, actually rushes into the jaws
of the snake, who swallows it up, after having
covered it with a slimy glue, to make it slide more
easily down his throat. In one of our rambles we
were struck by a strange sort of rustling noise;
and, on cxamining. whence it proceeded, we beheld
two large snakes, one pursuing the other across the
field, The pursuer was a black snake, and the

runaway a waler-spake. These soon met, and, in - -

the fury of their first encounter, were in an instant
firmly twisted together; and whilst their united
fails beat the ground, they tried with open jaws to
wound each other, How malignant they looked!
Their heads were diminished to a small size ; their
eyes seemed - to flash fire.  After they had struggled
thus for five minutes, the water-snake disengaged
himself from its enemy, and bhurged. toward the
ditch. Its aotagonist instantly.assumed a new
posture; and, half-creeping, half-erect, like some
proud . warfior sure of victory, oyertook. and ate
tacked the other again, which placed itself in the
same attitude, and prepared to resist, My curiosity,
was, uncommonly excited by this extraordinary
batle. 'Thus opposed, they fought with their
. P4 ‘ jaws
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jaws, biting each other with the utmost rage,
Whether from a consciousness of inferior strength,
or the confidence of security in his natural element,
the water-snake still scemed desirous of retre'mng
toward the ditch. The keen-eyed black one 1o
sooner perceived his drift, than, twisting his tail
twice round the stalk of a strong shrub, he scized
his adversary by the throat, not by his jaws, but
by twistire his own neck round that of the water.
snzke, aml so prevented him from reaching the
ditch. The latter, to guard against a defeat,
likewise fastencd himself to a stalk on the bank,
and by that meass became a match for its fierce
antagonist. Thus twisted together, and stretched
at their full leagth, they pulled against each other;
and when they exerted themselves the most, that
part of their bolies which was entwined looked
extremely small, whilst the other appeared swelled,
and convulsed with strong writhings and turnings:
their eyes looked on fire, and ready to start out of
their heads. Victory was long doubtful, till at
last the stalk, by which the water-snake held, gave
way, and down they both plunged into the ditch.
Some of our companions are very expert in
shooting, bunting, and sporting of every kind.
When they go out with the gun, I generally
join the party. Sometimes we shoot wood pigeons,
or hunt squirrels.  In the midst of these wilds we
saw many partics of the Lewka Indxans, who were
amusing- themsclves in killing squirrels with the
: - blows
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plow-gun. The first time I saw an arrow trans-
fixed through the head of a large black squirrel,

by one of these instruments, it seemed like maglc H
for I did not hear the slightest noise, nor dld I
sce the arrow pass, so swifily did it fly. Al I
perceived was an Indian put a small tube to his
mouth, and fix his eye on the squirrel; and, in
an instant, the poor animal fell lifeless to the
ground. Determined to know. the secret, I soon
made acquaintance with the Indians; and in answer
to my enquiry, how he killed the squirrel? be gave
me a narrow tube, about six feet long, made of a
cane recd. I examined it carefully, but could not
perceive -its power of destruction, till the Indian
took it from me, and showed me a short, slender
arrow, not much thicker than a string, headed
with little triangular pieces of tin, and at the other
end were fastened tufts of the down of thistles.

Having lifted the tube to his mouth, he placed
the arrow within it, took aim at a pigeon, blew
with a smart puff, and brought down the poor
bird, though at a great distance. It seemed so
very easy, that I thought I could use it to as
much purpose as he did, but it was not till after
many trials that I could touch a feather: so ne-
cessary is practice to the simplest arts. This
Indian was a warrior, and a famous hunter in
bis tribe. He gloried in his skill .in taking animals
of all kinds, and proud of displaying his talents
before us, he invited us to join a party to a bear
. Ps5 hunting,
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hunting; in which he was to be a pridcipal leader.
Iaccepted the invitation joyfully, and Mr. Franklin,
though averse from all scenes of destruction, as he

. calls sporting, willingly umted in the proposal from

cunosxty.

* Early in the morning, we were roused to the
chace; a numerous company of Indians being
assembled, ‘attended by large dogs, of a breed
between the blood-hound and the mastiff. We
entered the woods together, and after walking some
miles, my new acquaintance first perceived the
track of a bear, amongst the scattered leaves; a
discovery in which he was a great adepf, being
able to tell, with a glance of his eye, how many

* of these animals had passed that way, and whetlrer

they were cubs or old ones. The hunters imme-
diately formed a circle, and advanced further
into the forest; pursuing the scent, as they were
directed by the dogs, till they roused the bear,
which proved to be a female, followed by two cuhs.
The best marksman immediately took aim, and
lodged scveral balls in her body. Full of rage at this
assault, and alarmed for tlie safety of her young, she
tuarned fiercely upon her enemies, whilst the cubs
instantly ascended a trce. The dogs, with open
mouths, kept her at bay till she fell, overpowered
by repeated wounds, and the cubs aflerwards
became the prey of the hunters. The Indians had
furnished themselves with knives and tomahawks;
with the fisst they presently stripped off the skins,

and




and with. the last, cut.up the carcases; the parts of
preference, such, as the paws and haunches, they
carried home, and the remainder was left in the
wood. The haunch of one of the cubs.was dressed
for dinner, and proved extremely good.

In some.of our forest excursions we saw coveys of
birds, larger, but otherwise much resembling the
English partridge, called by the country. people,
* spruce pheasants. These birds are delicate food,
the flesh being flavoured very much like our
pheasanis; and they are so stupidly tame, that it
requires. but little art to shoot them in. numbers:
especially if the sportsman begins his attagk on the
hird that sits lowest on the tree, and so prq:}mds,_a;
they ascend ; the survivors seeming insensible fo.the
fale of their companions.

In order to pursue our journey,, we proceeded to
Fort Chippeway : it stands on a creek-near.the shore
of the Niagara river. T fort.cansists of a small
block-house, enclosed by a stockade. of cedar-paosts,
which is merely sufficient to.defend the garrison
against musket shot. A few farm-houscs, and some:
large stone repositories for goods, form the rest of
the village. Block-houses are so commonly, used
here as fortifications, and so different from any thing
in England, I must describe one to you. Their
walls-are formed of: thick, square pieccs of timber;
the upper story projects above the lower, and loop-~
boles are left round the edge of the floer; soithat if
an altempt were made to storm the house, the

P6 garrison
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éamson conld fire directly on’the assailanfs. But
* should their resistance be overpowered, and half
/the building be shot away, the other half would
| stahd s firm as before, each piece of timber in the
" roof and walls being so fixed, as to be independent
‘of the rest. So that if a piece of artillery were played
upon the block-house, that’ part alone, against
which the ball struck, would be displaced, and
every other remain uninjured. From Fort Chippe.
‘way we followed the course of the river to Fort
Erie. In thelatter part of our ride we observed that
‘the land is rich, and well cultivated with Indian
‘corn, geurds, and squashes ; melons are also planted
between the rows, and attain great perfection. Our
inn at Fort Erie is a. wretched log-house, with
scarcely a whole pane of glass in any of the win
‘dows. Unfortunately fer us a heavy rain fell last
‘night, that beat in upon us, as we lay asleep on the
floor, folded in our buffalo skins; but our greatest
‘hardship is want of food, and the little we get is so
-bad, that nothing but hunger can make it go down.
“We wait only for a fair wind {o set sail across Lake
- Erie; and I am so tired of our quarters, I do little
but watch the weather-cock. Present my affectionate
dnty to my mother, and think often of your absent

ARTHUR MIDDLETON.

LETTER




LETTER XXXVIII.

Mr. Fran.{-lin {o Edwz’rz Middleton.

o/
District of Mulden.

My DEAR YOUNG FRIEND,

FROM the account your brother gave of
our accommodations at Fort Erie, you may believe
we willingly obeyed the summons of our captain
to embark. 'We had not been two hours on board
before the signal gun was fired, and the vessel
scudded before the wind. Evening approached.
The vast body of water, bounded only by the
‘Thorizon, glowed with the rich tints reflected from
the western sky.  The tall trees of the forest, that
adorned the shore, seemed tipt with gold, by the
last beamns of the seiting sun.  All was hushed and A
tranquil, as if nature-were at rest.- The moment
was favourable to reflection. My mind wandered -
across the Atlantic with satisfaction, in the con-
sideration that the same Power under whose pro-
tection 1 had been preserved in safety through so
many changes of climate, watched over my friends
at home. I sunk to sleep under a strong impression
of the goodness of the Universal Father. In the
morning, the face of nature presented images of

: ‘ , his




his power. The surface of the waler, which befor, |
was smooth and clear, became agitated with swelling
waves, that tossed the vessel about furiously. The
wind blew a hurricane, and the sky was obscired
with black clouds, that reflected their sombre hye
on the bosom of the lake. Several hours our fraj]
bark had to contend with this war of elements,
The scene was awful, and excited the most reverent
ideas of the majesty and ‘omnipotence of the Author
of Nature. The wind subsided towards. the clog
of day, and the appearance of the lake resumed i
former harmony. During the rest of the. voyage, 3
moderate gale filled the sails, and we.advanced a5
fast as we could desire. “'We were several, days op
the passage, the lake being nearly three. hundred
miles from the western to thic eastern extremity ; and
so deep, that, in calm weather, vessels may. securely
ride at anchor in any part of it ; but when stormy,
the anchorage in the open part is not (o be trusted,
because the sands at bottom arc loose, and give
way. The beight of the land is very variable, In
some places, long ranges of steep mountains rise
from the very edge of the water; in others, the
shores are so flat, that when a strong- wipd drives
the waler towards the faud, the country, is inun.
dated for miles. L As we approached the western
side of the lake, we observed several ciusters of
islands, which present very pleasing scenery,
being all adorned with wood, even to the very

o “smallest;
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smallest'; and-the water near the banks is covered
witli the beautiful flowers of the water lily. The
larger islands produce various kiads of fine timber;
amongst which are oaks, hiccory:trees, and red
cedars, of such extraordinary size, that they are
often carried forty miles distant, to the British
settlernent on Detroit river. None of these islands
are diversified with rising ground; and in the
jnterior parts of some of the largest are extensive
ponds and marshes. From the moisture and rich.'
ness of the soil, probably, arises the vast number
of different kinds of serpents that abound in them;
so that, in suminer, it is dangerous to walk among
the long grass. Raccoons and squirrels inhabit
the woods in multitudes; and when the lake is
frozen between the main land and the islands, bears -
are occasional visitors. Ducks and wild-fowl haunt
these ponds and marshes; and the shores swarm
with gulls. The same wind that carried us across
the lake not being favourable for entering Detroit
river, we were obliged to lie at anchor under
Middle Island till it changed, and taking the ad-
vantage of this circumstance, we went on shore. *
After amusfng ourselves with a walk, we were
hospitably invited to partake of an entertainment,
prepared of their greatest delicacics, for us,. as
strangers. A wongst other novelties, there was a
rattle-snake, said to be of cxcellent flavour, and
the flesh was of a beautiful white’; but we Europeans
could not sudiciently overcome our prejudices to

taste
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taste it. ‘The signal-gun again summoned us oy
board ; and’in a few hours we entered Detroit river,
which does not exceed five miles in width, The
shores are thickly wooded, and, towards the pey
British port, enlivened by Indian encampment
and villages ; and beyond them are'seen the British
settlements. The river was crowded with Indiag
canoes and bateaux; and several pleasure-boats
were cruising backwards and forwards, in the ex.
pectation of mecting our vessel, which was frcight.
ed wih presehts for the Indians, sent annually
by the British government, to secure their attach.
ment and friendship. At length our vessel moored
opposite to the house of the superintendant of the
Indian department, to vhom we were introduced
by letters of recommendation. He .welcomed us
with the greatest politencss; and here we have
taken up our abode, till some friends from Mont-
real have transacted their business, which is likely
to detain them some time. ‘The neighbourhood
that extends along the eastern side of Detroit river,
is called the District of Malden. The houses
towards the lower end are widely scattered asunder;
but at the upper end the inhabitants have formed a

small town, that has not yet received a name.
Some of the farms are of considerable size: that
of our friend the superintendant, is one of the best
cultivated. The house stands pleasantly in view
of the river, which is often picturesquely adorned
with Indian canoes. A pretty lawn, planted with
clumps
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" clumps of trees, is spread before it, at the bottors
_of which stands a large wig-wam, or council-house,
‘where the Indians assemble whenever they transact
any affairs of importance with the officers in' the
Indian department. During our stay at the heuse.
of this gentleman, I had the pleasure of seeing the
ceremony of distributing the presents. Previously to-
the day appointed, a number of chiefs, of different
tribes, bronght each a bund!e of little bits of ccedar
wood, ¢ontaining the exact number o! his tribe,
who expected to share the bounty of their Great
Father, as they style the king of England. The
longest sticks represented the warriors; the next
in size the women ; and the shortest, the children.
This contrivance gave as exact information of ‘what
was necesary to prepare, as if the notice had- been’
sent in writing.  Early in the morning of the day
they were to receive the gifts, a number of large
stakes were first fixed in the lawn, to cach of which
was fastened a label, with the name of the tribe, and
the number of warriors, womén, and children, in
it, to whom presents were {o be given. Presently
the whole place appeared like a country fair.
Bales of thick blankets; Dblue, scarlet, and brown "
cloth, and coarse figured cottons; with large rolls
of tobacco, guns, flints, powder, balls, shot, case-
knives, ivory and horn comb:. looking-glasses,
pipe-tomahawks, hatchets, scissars, needles, bags
of vermilion, pots and kettles, were displayed in
order. The hales of goods vere opened, and the

blankets,




. 330

blaukets, cloths, and cottons, divided inte picces of
sufficient length to make a wrapper, shirt, or other
article of dress for a single person. The allotment of
the whole for each tribe was afterwards thrown in a
heap, at the foot of the stake inscribed with it
" name. ) '
After this- preparafion, the chiefs were ordered
to assemble their warriors, who were Ioiter{ng about
the grounds at the outside of the lawn. They
soan obeyed the summons; and, having formed a
circle, listened attenlively to a speech delivered
to-them by the superintendant. ¢ Chiefs and
- warriors,” said he, ¢ your great and. good father,
(meaning the king of England,) who lives on the
opposite side of the Big Lake, (as they term the
Atlantic,) being ever atfentive to the happiness of his
faithful people, has,. witl his accustomed bounty,
scnt the presents you sec spread on the grass, for big
goed children the/Indians. The guns, the hatchets,
and the ammunition, are for the young men; butl
hope that the hatchet of war will long lie dormant,
and that it will only be applied to the purposes of
hunting. For the comfort of the aged, ihe women,
aud children, he has sopplied you with blankefs,
clothing, and kitchen utcosils. Young men, (con-
tinued he,) be attentive to the wants of your aged -
parents, and divide the spoils you take in the chace
between them and your wives and children. May
the Great Spirit grant you bn(rht suns, clear skies,
aad a favourable season for bunting; and when
another
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another ycar shall be passed, if you continue
peaceable, obedient, faithfal children, your good
father will again send a vesse! across the Big Lake,
laden with tokens of his friendship.”

Interpreters were present, who repeated this
specch in the different languages of cach tribe,
who expressed theif approbation by loud ex-
clamations, ¢ Hoah! Hoah!”

After this address the chiefs were called forward,
and their respective portions,committed to their
care. The chiefs reccived them with gratitude and
satisfaction, and- beckoning to their warriors, a
mimber of young men quickly started from the
| crowd, and in a few minufes the presents were con-
veyed from the lawn, and stowed on board the
canoes, which were waiting to carry them to an

island in the river, called Bois Blanc, where many
of the Indians reside.

Your brother enjoys the most perfect healtl, and
desires to unile his love to you, and the rest of your
family circle, with that of your attached

HENRY FRANKLIN,

LETTER




LETTER XXXIX.

Arthar Middletor to Mrs. Middleton.

Detroit,
My pear MoTHER,

WE are now at Detroit, on the side of
the river opposite to Malden. Many scttlements
are to be seen on both shores, adorned with the
most tempting orchards of peaches, apples, and
cherrics. The last were ripe; and for a few pencé
the owners were willing we should fake as many as
we chose. 'The apples were greem, and of many
dificrent kinds. They boasted particularly of that
called pomme caille, as of exquisite flavour. Itis
of a very large size, and deep red colour to the
core. The manners of the people are much like
thosc of Lower Canada. Almost every body speaks
French; and the generality retain tfraces of their
French descent.  The town of Detroit is the largest
in the wesfern country. It is surrounded by a
strong stockade, through which there arc four

. gates, each defended by a blockhouse. It is
situated in a land of plenty, being well supplicd
with all kinds of provisions. Fish, in particular,
is excellent, and abounds in the river and neighe
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pouring lakes. A large species of {rout, called
here the Michillimakinack white fish, is a dainty
morsel; but you know I.am not attached to good
cating, and can make a hearty meal on the plainest
. fare. )

The streets of the town are always crowded with
Indians; and I already fancy I am in the midst of
their country. They appear a barmless race, did
not their wiser neighbours, the white people, teach
them to drink spirits, which makes them, at times,
alimost mad; and excite them to revenge, by tres-
passing upon their territory ; and injure them, in
many respects, by imposing upon their ignorance.

When the States purchase lands of them, the
<hiefs sign the deeds by the token that distinguishes
their tribe, which is generally the figure of some
animal. ~ Many individuals are likewise honoured
with peculiar titles, that express the qualities for
which they are famed. One of my acquaintance
is called the Blue Snake; another the Little Turkey ;
bis father the Big Bear; and a nimble fellow, that
is well known at Detroit, has reccived the name of
. the Active Squirrel. .Their ingenuity is charming,
as you would acknowledge were you to see the
<arving on some of their wooden bowls, dishes,
and other household furniture. But they bestow
the greate-t pains in decorating the handles of their
tomahawks, powder-horns, and the bowls of their
Pipes, which “are carved very neatly, considering

they have no other tool than a knife and a hatchet.

The
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The worcen are equally ingenious in the embroidery
of their moccasins, a kind of buskin they wear o
their legs.  Their porcupine-quill. work is elegant,
and would not disgrace my Catherine. Tlhey dye
the soft, new quills of this animal of the mog
brilliant colours; for their knowledge of the usesof
plants cnables them to excel in the arts of dyeing,
and ie curing wounds and some diseases with
astonishing success. But of all their attainments, [
am most pleased with their expertness in geography,
They have no maps or books to cxplain to them
the situation of rivers or provinces; nor are their
children tormented with long lessons of the latitude
and longitude of places; yet they can find their
way through a country they have never s
before, to a place at a hundred miles distance,
without a guide, or sign-post, or any other direc
tion than what is furnished by their own observation,
I heard a story of a party of the Creek nation, that
proves them capable of this quality. They wer
travelling from Staunton, a town situated behind
the Blue Mountains in Virginia, to Philadelphia.
Some of them set out before their companions.
When the rest followed, they were attended by a
few of the townsmen, who kindly offered to escot
them on their way. They proceeded together,

-for some miles, along the high road, when (ke

Indians suddenly turned into tbe woods. Thei
cempanions in vain persuaded them to retarn to
the beaten tract. They pemisted that they wer

~ going




es of
cing,
with
s, |
phy.
them
their
itude
their
seen
ance,
lirec.
wtion,
, that
were
ehind
phia.
1ions,
by a
escott
other,
n {he
Their
rn {0
were
going

\ 355

going the diveet way towards Philadelphia, and
should presently overtake their frieads, who, they
were sure, had chiosen the same route. - Nor were
they mistaken. The others had ‘made their way, in
the same place, through these pathless woods; and
it was afterwards found that they had taken the way
tothe place of their destination, as direct as if a crow
had flown before them¢

I cannot resist relating an anccdote of a young
Sencka warrior; who came accidentally into a room
where Mr. Franklin and I were examining a map
of the state of New York. As soon as he fooked
at the map, he comprehiended its design ; but being
unable to read, he could not discover what part of
the country il described, till I gave him a clue, by
putting my finger on the spot where we {hen were,
and showing ‘him the situation of Buffalo Creek,
where his village stood. In a moment he saw the
connection of one part with another, and, sitting
down, presently ran over the whole map, and
pointed out, by name, every lake and river for
more than two hundred miles from the villa
where he' lived.

Some few ycars ago.a treaty of peace was con.
cluded between the Indians and Americans, with.
the ceremony of barying the war-hatchet, which
was related to us by an Englishman who happened
to be preseat.  On this occasion, one of the chiefs
arose, and after lathenting that the peace had con-
tinued so'short a time, ‘proposed -that a large oak
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in view should. be torn up by the foo!s, and that
the batchet should be buried under it, where it
mwight remain for ever. A second, who was greatly -
tevered, began to speak after the first was silent:
¢ Trees (said he) are liable to be overthrown by
storms, and in course of time will certainly decay;
therefore I advise, that the hatchet may for ever be
at rest, that it be buried under the high mountain
which rears its proud head behind yonder forest.”
This proposal pleased the whole assembly, till an
aged chief, distinguished for his wisdom, arese
and delivered his opinion to the following effect: |
¢ ] am but a poor, teeble old man, (said he,) and
have not the irresistible power of the Great Spirit,
to tear up the trees of the forests by the roots, or
to overthrow mountaios, that the hatchet may be
conccaled beneath them; but that it may be ob-
scured for ever from our sight, I propose that it
should be thrown‘into the Great Lake, where no
man can find it and bring it forth to raise enmity
between us and oar white brethren.” A genenl
“murmur of applause ran through the assembly;
and the hatchet was cast accordingly, with great
solemnity, into the occan.
My inclination for seeing the world is not abated
by indulgence. 'When I have cencluded the tour
of America, and had. the pleasure of spending 2
few months with you, I hope you will permit me
to go.on a voyage of discovery, where I shall en-
deavour to distingnish myself to your satisfactios,
by
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bymy good conduct. Be assured, my dear mother,
that wherever 1 am, I can never forget the duty
and affection I owe you, and wuh whlch 1 sub~
scribe myselﬁ. :
- ARTHUR MIDDLETQN,

LETTER XL.

Myr. Franllin-lo-his B rdtlzer;

2Alickillimakinack.
My pear Broruenr,

WE left Detroit in a small vessel, which .
conveyed us, in a northesly direction, acress Lake
Huron, to Michillimakinack, the grand rendezvous
of the dealers in furs from all parts. Lake Huron is
nest in size te Lake Superior, and has a communi-
cation with another vast body of water,called Lake
Michigan. The Chippaway Indians have many
wllages scattered around LakeHuron; and amongst:
the natural productions of its sheres are vast quan-
tities of the sand cherry. Some appearances of
unfaveurable weather drove us into a large bay on
the south-west side of the lake, known by the name
of Saganaum Béy; but a clear sky soon enabled
us lo pursue our voyage. The captain pointed out
another bay, remarkable for continued thunder, a

Q phznemenon




phaznomenon not easily explained. Fo the northe
west lies the narrow chain. of the Manatoulin Isles,
believed by the Indians to be the abode of departed
spirits. The port of Machillimakinack stands on
" an island, in a strait which unites the Lakes
Michigan and Huron. Such a busy scene could
scarcely be expected in so remote a situation,
. All is bustle and activity. There are not less thay
a thousand persons asseinbied, each interested ip
m‘a’i&ing bargains,. packing and unpacking bale
of furs, and trafficking With the Indians. Arthuris
highly amused, and is.by no.means an idle specta.
tor, being ready to give his assistance to any one
who wants it. -

When the Europeans first settled in Canada, the
Indians hunted only for food and clothing; but
their new neighbours soon taught them to put
anotber value oa the furs they took, by exchang.
ing for-them rum- and other articles, in (l/(e way of

“trade. In these early times, some of the Canadians
accompanied the Indians on their hunting expe
ditions, .adopted their savage mode of life, and
became a soit of pedlars in" furs. These people
‘were calied Coureurs des Buois, and were guilty of
many great irregularities ; which produced such it
Colisequences, that it became necessary to establish

- military posts, for the regulation of the trade, at the

copfluence of the large lakes of Canada. -
'The Indiams, finding themsclves often cheated
aind abused by the random adventurers that pene
trated”




he triated’lheir territory, seem {o.have determined to
les, extirpate the Fraders; but the small-pox hftﬂng
rted been communicated to them, by some accident,
S on proved such a desolating misfortune, as to deprive
akes them of the power of resistance. . So destructive
uld was this discase, that the wav&s and the dogs-
jon. dragged -the dead bodies from the huts, which were:
than left without inhabitants: and many instances are
d in related of the father of a family calling his children
bales around him, and urging them to avoid the rﬁ

uris inflicted on their race, by some evil spirit, <)a—s;h/ey

aiseries

ecta« B believed, by plunging their poinards into their
7 one bosoms; and if their courage failed, offering to
perform the act of merey with their own liand, and
, the to follow them himself to the abode of the departed.
but This was a great check to the trade, as whole fami~
put lies and"tribes were swept off; and in many places
\angs there were none left, either to buy or to sell. - This
ay of pestilential disease having abated, there happencd
dians many struggles and contests between individuals,
expes for a share.in this lucrative trade, till the north-
and west company- was established, by a union of the
eople contending parties, in 1787. A variety of articles
ity of il 2re purchased in England by this company, to
ch il i exchange with the Indians for their futs. -They
ablish are chiefly woollen cloths, blankets, arms and -
at the ammunition, tobacco, linen, cottons, thread, twine,
hardware, cutlery and ironmengery, kettles, hats,
heated [ SU0es, stockings, &c. Provisions and spirituous’
penes liquors are bought in Canada. The latter are not
trated” ‘ Q2 allowed
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wilowed to be sold fo the Indians; but this law is
eluded by making them a gift: and a pernicious
one it is o these pcople, whose manners it corrﬁpts;
whose health it injures; and it has teo often beey
made the means of imposing wpon them.
- ~Our friends the traders, who mean to purse
their journey a vast way to the north-west, for the
sake of trading with the distant tribes, arrived a
this place a little before us.  They followed. the
course of the Utawas river, and consequently passed
a very different route from that we have described
in our letters, since we left Montreal. The parti-
culars of their journey have been related to me by
the leader\gf the expedition, who is an intelligent
man, named Roseberry, for whom I have contracted
a friendship.

They embarked at La Chie in a feet of canoes,

each manned with eight or ten men; with their

~ baggage, cetisisting of sixty-five packets of goods,
six handred weight of biscuit, two hundred weight
of pork, thwce baskets of peas, two oil-cloths to
cover the goods, a sail, &c. ; an axe, a towing line,.
a kettle, and a sponge to bail out the watcr; witha .
quantity of gum, bark, and watape, to repair the
vessel.

What Europe'm would undertake such a voyage
in so slender a vessel, thus laden, with her gun-
whale within six inches-of the water? Yet the
Canadians are so.expert, that few accidents happen.

At the cnd of the Lake of the Two Mcuntains, the
water
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water contracts into Utawas River, which, after &
course of fifteen miles, is interrupted by a succession
of rapids and cascades, for ten more, where termi~
nate the Cﬁnadlan Seigniories. 1 ought to have
told you, that the company is composed of clerks):
interpreters, canoe-men, and'. guides.. They are
frequently obliged to unload “their canoes at diffi-
enlt passages, and carry the goods ;upon their

backs, or, rather, suspended ‘in slings from thejr -
heads. Some men will carry three packages;
others but two. ~ The canoe, in this case, is towed:
b&a strong line. ‘They had already passed three
carrying-places, when they reached a regular cur-
rent of sixty mites, to the Portage de Chaudiere,
where the body of water falls twenty-five feet, over
cragged, hollow rocks, in a wost ‘wild, ronrantic
manner. . At .a small distance below is the river
Rideau, falling like a curtain, in one wast.sheet,
over perpendicular’ rocks., ~At ‘this portage the
eanoe is oblized to be taken out of the water, and
is carried, with difficulty, over the steep rocks.
They now cntered Lac des Chaudieres, which
reaches ahout thirty miles in length. At the end -
of this is the Portage des Chats. The river is here
barred by a ridge of black rocks, rising in pin-
nackes, and covered with low, stinted woed. The
slream finds its way over and through these rocks,
in numerous channcls; making a considerable fall,
From herice a serpentine channel is formed by the
rocks for several miles, whea the current .slackens,

Q3 and
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and receives the namé of the Lake des- Chats. At
the. channels of the Grand Calumet, the carrent
recovers its stiength, and the men are obliged to
renew their labour of carrying the goods over
several portages and decharges: which differ ig
this, that, where it is necessary to-convey the goods
alone ovet land, it is called a portage ; -but where
the canoes also must be taken out of the water, it is
- a decharge. The Grand Calumet is the longest
carrying place in’this river, and -is about two
thousand and thirty-five jpaces, over a high hill.

A few leagues beyond,. the -eurreit forms Lake
Coulonge, and from thenoe: prmeeés through the
channels of the Allupetfes, to lhe portage of the
same name. A great part of/{he cauntry through
which they had passed is a fine deer-hunting tract;
and the land, in many places, fit for cultivation;
From hence the river spreads wide, and is full of
islands 10 the beginning of Riviere Greuse, or Deep
River, which runs in the form of a canal, above a
mile wide, for nearly thirty-six miles; the north
side bounded by very high rocks, with a low, sandy
shiore on the soith. It is intercepted by falls and
cataracts, which occasion two more portages. A
steady carrent carriedthem hence to the River du
Moine, where there has generally been a trading
house. A succession of rapids and portages occurred
till they reached !he\ﬂace where the Petile Riviere
falls into the Utawas. The Lake Nepisingui is'a
few miles beyond it, and is bounded by rocks,

e whxch
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which are inhabited by the remainder of a numerous
converted tribe of the Algonquin nation. Out of this
lake flows the Riviere ‘des Frangois, over rocks of a
considerable height. This river is very irregular,
both as to its breadtiesand form ; and so interspersed
with 1slands, that in its whole course the banks are
seldom seen. ~They are chiefly hills of entire rock,
without the shallowest covering ‘of soil. In about
‘twenty-five leagues more, the trading company
eatered Linke Huaron, and passed the island of St.
Joseph, where is the most westerly military esta-
blishinent in the couniry. Nothing now obstructed
their -arrival at Mtcbtlhmakmack, to which they
proceeded.

Every thing is prepared for our departure lo-
morrow. We shatl soon be beyond every trace
of European civilization, roads, posts, or towns.
I shall keep_a narrative of the most striking.
occurrences, with remarks on the wild couniry
and people we are going to visit, which I shall
transmit to you, by the first conveyance that offers.
in the mean time, feel no uneasiness for my safety ;
" but rely upon that Providence which watches,
with an equal eye, over all the nations of the
‘globe.  Adien: :

H. FRANKLIN.

" LETTER -




LETTER XLI.

[

Br. Henry Franklin-to kis Brother.

. Fort Chepewyan,
My pEar BroTHER,

YOU must not consider this as a letter,
but rather asa journal of our travels throuoh the
~ wilds of the north-west parts of Amcrica. After
embarking at Michillimakinack, we proceeded to
the Fall of St. Mary, where i a village that was
formerly a place of great resort for the inhabitants

- of Lake Superior ; but the trade is now dwindled

to nothing, and the people reduced to abouf thirty
families of the Algonquin nation, and a few Ca-
nadians ‘who have settled amongst them. The
great quantity of white-fish that are to be taken
near the falls, especially in autumn, is their
attraction to this spot. At that seasoa, this fish
leaves. the lakes, and comes {o the running shallow
walars t0 spawn. The natives live chiefly on this
fish, which they bang up by the tail, and preserve
them taroughout the winter with salt, when they
ean get it. Leaving St. Mary’s, we now en‘ered
Lake Superior, which I think may be pronounced
the largest and most magmﬁcent body of fresh

water
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watet in the world. "It is clear, of vast depth, and
abounds in a great variety of fish, which are the most
excellent of their kind. There are three sorts of
trout, weighing from five to fifty pounds; sturgeon,
pickerely pike, red and’ white carp, black. bass,
lierrings; &c. and the last and best of all, the tica-
mang, or white-fish, -which is found from four to
sixteen pounds weighi. The north shore is a con-
tinijed mountainous. embankment of rock, from-
three hundred to oune thousand five hundred feet in
height ; and'is broken by numerous coves and sandy
bays, which are frequently sheltered by islands,
from the swell of the lake. Many of the islands
“are composed of lava, intermixed with round stones
of the size of a pwedﬁ s egg.. This vast collection .
of water is often covered with fog, whieh, driving
against the high roeks; dissolves'in torrents of rain.
The inbabitauts of the coasts are all of the Algonquin
nation, and are very few. F 1sly is their principal
support; for the rocks, hcaring a volcanic appear-
ance, and being destitute of shelter, do not abound
in animals. Between the stinted timber, that has
fallen in many places, grow. briars, burtleberry,
gooseberry, and_raspberry bushes, which invite
the bears into the neighbourhood. The Grande
Portage, where we landed, is situated on a pleasaqt
bayy on the north side of Lake Superior. The
fort is picketed in with pallisadoes, and encloses
houses built with wood and covered. with shingles.
These are for the accommodation of the merchants
Q5 and .
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and their clerks, daring their short stay there;
The north men live undeér tents; but the mor
frugal pork eater, or canoe man, Iodm benead:
his canoe. :

The portage Mhere is nine rmles over hills and
mountains; bat the men are so inured to the busi.
ness, that, for an extra reward, e of them, after
having carried two packages bf/rfg'n:ty péunds each,
returned with two others of the same»véin‘m The
goods being safely conveyed over the portage, Mr, .
Roseberry and his partners have sélected from the
pork-eaters a proper number of ‘mert to manage the
rorth canoes, that are to proceed to the interior
parts of the country. Thosg, men who went lagt
year to the north, are-ako arrived at the Grande
Portage, where they receive their wages, and often
send part of them te their friends in Canada.

‘We mess at the first table, with the merch ints,
- clerks, guides, and interpreters ; and fare well, on
fresh meat, salt pork, fish, and venison; but the poor
canoe-men are obliged to-be satisfied with a /yudding
of homince. ‘

The' necessary arrangements heing made, our
leader ordered gs to embark again on the north side
of the portage, on the river Au Tourt. It would
be uninteresting to mention afl the portages and
decharges we passed, between Lhis place and Lake
de la Pluie; soffice it to say, the poor fellows were
often obliged to unload their canoes, and endore
the excessive labour of carrying their goods, some-
C ' - : times
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times over rocks and precipices that were difficult
to pass even without a load. At the farther end of
the Outard Portage is a very- considerable hill to
descend, over which hangs a rock, seven hundved
feet high. The face- of the country, during this
part of our route, is generally a wild scene of hage:
bills and rocks, separated by stony valleys, lakes,
and ponds: the latter often covered with waters
lilies, and the ground, where there is any soil,
sheltered with trees. In one or two places, 1
observed a stratige property of the current fo attract

the canoes towards the bottom, so that-it is difficult -

to paddleover tt ; and we were told of loaded canoes
being in danger of being swallowed wp. '

Before the small-pox desolated this country, and
completed the destruction of the inhabitants, who
had been previously much thinned by a war with
the Nodowasis, it was very populous. They are
particularly attached fo the part near the Lake de
Sagnigan, and make their canoes therc: the lake
abounding with fish, the country around it being
plentifally supplied with game, and the rocky
ridges that form the boundaries of  the water,
~ covered with a variety of berries.

Near Lake de la Pluie, the natives find a soft
red stone, of which they make their pipes. Here
the people from ‘Montreal meet those who come
from the Athabaska country, and exchange lading
with them. It is the residence of the ﬁrst c.hxef

Q6




or Suchem, of alt the Algonqum tribes. Here also
the elders meet in council, to treat of pcace or war.
"The discharge of this lake is called de la Pluie River, .
and is one of the finest streams in the norlh-west
running a course of eighty miles. Is banks are -
covered with a rich soil, and are often clothed with
open groves of oak, maple, pme, and cedar. ks
walers abound in fish ; particularly sturgeon, which
the natives either spear or take with drag-he!s; The
French had formerly many settlements near Lake
du Bois; a body of water remarkable for a cluster
of istands, some of which are of such extent that
they may be taken for the main land. This par
of the countiry is so broken by lakes and rivers, that
a man ia a canoe may direct his course whicliever
way he pleass. .

The Indians have a carious custom of crowning
stones, laid in a circle on the highest rock of a
portage, called Galet du Bonnet, with wreaths of
branches and shrubs.

‘Wild rice grows very abundantly throughout the
country; aad the fruits spontaneously produced
are strawberrics, burtleberries, plums, cherries,
hazel-nuts, currents, gooscberries, raspberries, and
pears. - Lake Wignipic is the great reservoir of
several large rivers, and discharges itself by the
River Nelson into Hudson’s Bay. The Red River

ns in{o the lake from an almost opposite direction.
There are two trading establishments on it. The
sountry, on cither side, consists of plains, where

herds
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- herds of the buffalo and the elk graze at full liberty.
The eastern side abounds in beavers, béars, moose-
deer, fallow-deer, &c. 'The Red River divides
into two branches, that bound a considerable district
inhabited chiefly by the Assiniboins. They con-
fine themselves to hunting the buffalo and trapping
wolves. The remainder of the former, which they
do not want immediately for food or clothing, they
pound info pemican, something like potted meat;
and melt the fat, and prepare the skins in the hairy
for winter. They never cat the wolves; but they
make tallow from their fat, and dress their skins,
which they exchange with the traders for arms;
ammunition, rum, tobacco, knives, and trinkets:
There are in this ceuniry three principal forls for
trade; one on the river Dauphin, one on Red«
deer River, and the .last on Swan River. The
inhabitants are chiefly wandering huaters,, of the
Knisteneaux and Algenquin tribes. The passage
of our canoes was interrupted in the Saskatchwine
tiver by a rapid, in which the waters tumble over
ridges of rocks that .,«’:ross the river. At the foot
of this cascade there is an excellent sturgeon fishery,
frequented by vast numbers of pelicans and cor-
nmorants, which watch for an opportunity of seizing
the fish that may "be killed or disabled by the force
of the waters.' From the Saskatchiwine a succession
of small lakes, interropted by falls and xapids, and
varied with rocky islands, extends o the Great
Churebill River. The Portage de Traité received

its
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its mame from Mr. Joseph Frobisher, who pene.
trated into this part of the conntry from Canada, as
early as the year 1774, where he met the Indians in
{he spring, on their way to Churchill, according to
annaal custom, with their canoes full of valuable
" fars. ‘They traded with him, for as many of them
as his canoes: would carry; and in consequence of
this transaction, its present name was given to the
portage. The country is inhabited by several
tribes : ‘those Who live to the north-west are beaver.
hunters; the others deal in provisions, and wolf,
budfato, and fox skins. The Picaneaux and Stone
Todiang, in their ‘war parties, wander on the con
Guies. of. Mexico, where they eonttive to posses
themselves of horses; some of which they employ
to carry loads, and the others are used in the chace
of the buffalo.. A dreadfal monument remains of
the mortality occasioned by the small-pox, at the
Portage des Morts, where there is & -promontory
covered with human bones. On a certain rock
where the Indians were used 1o make an offering,
we observed sketches of figures painted red, and
on a smal island in the Lake des Pouris, a very
large stone in the form of a beagy on which the
natives had painted the head and snout of that
. animal.

The nomergus lakes, falls, rapids, islands, and
bays, in the course of our navigation, cannat be
partieularized ; T shall therefore only draw your
attention to the principal, or-such places as are
. on




ow any acmnt remarkable Thete 5.4 fort ona

1sth'mus, i Islea ka Crosse, which has taken
its name from:the game of the cross, which is a
favouiite’ amuserient . amongst the matives.: The
situation: of Fiake 3 1a-Crosse; . the abundanoce of
{he finest fish tobe foand ir -its- wirters; ‘ithe.xiche
ness of its swtrounding banks: and fortsts, in medse
md fallow deer; " witk the makitudds of the Bmadlet
{ribes of animals,-whestkinds are précions; and the
numerousflocks of wild-fowl, that frequent it in the
spring and autemn—rmake it 2-most desirable spot,
cither for the resndence or, occastorml resottof the
natives. -

" At Portage fa Locbe the mavwahon ceasés, and
the canoés, with their lading, are carried ovey'land
for thirteen miikés. This portage is formed by the
ridge that -divides the waters which discharge
themselves into- Hudson’s' Bay, from thosé that
fotv into the northern ocean. The Portage la
Loche is covered with the cypress, the pine, and
the spruce fir, and ' is of a level sarface itl withia
a mile-of its termination; when we descended a
very steep precipice, that seemed equally imprac-
ticable to climb up er down, "as it consists of
eight hills, some of which are almost perpendicular;
nevertheless, the “activity of our Ganadlans sur-
" mounied all these difficulties, éven with' their
canoes and lading. When we reached the top of
the precipice, which rises upwards of a thousand
feet above the plam, every onc was charmed; -but
s Arthur
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Arthor stood enraptured . with the extensive, ro.
mantic, and ravishing prospect.. Mr. Roseberry,
Arthur, and myself, indulged ourselves with con-
templating the vast expanse.  Beneath: vs flowed
‘the Swan River; beautifally meandexing: for thirty
miles.. The valley, which is at once refreshed and
aderned by it, is about three-miles in breadth, and
s confined by (wo lofly ridges of equal height, dis.
playing a most delightful intermixture of wood and -
lawn, and stretehing on till the blue mist obscures
the prospect.” Some parts of -the inclining heights
are covered with stately forests, relieved by pro.
montories of thé finest verdure, where the elk aod
buffalo find pasture. These are-contrasted by spots '
where fire has destroyed the woods, and left a dreary
woid behind it. * Amidst this sublime display of un.
cultivated mature, the moving sceuery of. humaa
occupation completed the prospect.

'From this elevated situation we looked. dowa
upon our fellow travellers, w who appeared like pig-
- mies, employed in pltchmg their tents'in a charm-
ing meadow, amidst their canoes; which, being
turned ‘upon their sides, presented their reddened
botloms, in contrast with the surrounding verdure.

We were again frequently interrupted in our
progress by carrying places; but after surmount-
ing many difficulties, we reached Fort Chepewyan,
" standing on a point, on the southern side of the
Lake of the Hills.

The season bemo now so far advanced as the

e beginning
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beginning of October, I have resolved to take up
our winter quarters at this fort, with Mr. Roseberry
and others; though some of the people are dis-
patched up the Pcace River, to trade with the
Beaver and Rocky Mountain Indians; and others,
for'the same purpose, o the Slave River and Lake.
Mr. Roseberry, who is very attentive to “pro-
vide for the wants of these under his command,
having no dependence for winter stock, but the
produce of the lake and the fishery, has ordered
the nets to be- prepared. : These nets are sixty
fathom long: a small stone and wooden buoy are
fastened to the side line, opposite to each other,
at the distanee of two ftathoms. When the netis -
carefully thrown into the water the stone sinks®it
to the bottom, while the buoy keeps it at its full
extent; and it is secured in this position by a stone
at either end. The nets are visited every day, and
frequently taken out to be cleaned and dried. This
is easily performed at present; but it will be a
dificult task when'the water is frogen five feet deep,
which it generally is in the winter. Then the men
are obliged to cut holes in the ice, at the distance
of thirty feet from each other, to the full length
of the net. By means of these openings, and
wilh the assistance of poles, the nmets are placed
in, and drawn out of the water. looks-and linés
are also daily employed to provide a winter store.
The white-fish are the principal objects of pursait :
: ' they
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they spawn in the autamn, and towards the be.
ginaing of the hard frost crowd in shoals to the
shallow water H when as many as possible are taken,
,and preserved perfectly good, till April, in a frozen
state.

Ia spring and fall great numbers of wild-fowl
fregment this country, which I suppose we shall
consider a great treat, atter. having so long sub-
sisted on fish alone, even without the addition of
vegetables. _

In the fall of the year, the natives meet the
traders at the forts, where they barter sach furs or
Pprovisions as they have to sell; they then obtain
credit, and procced to hunt beavers : whence they
o net retura till the beginning of the year, whea
they are again fitted out in the same manner,. and
come back the latter end of March or the beginning
of April. The greater part of the - Chepewyans
Tesoit to the barren grounds, and live, during the
summer,. with their relations, in the enjoyment of
that plenty which they derive from numerous herds
of deer. . But those who are the mast attached to
these desarts, cannot remain there in winter; but
are obliged, with the deer, to take shelter in the
woods during the rigour of the season.  Sometimes
they contrive to kill a few beavers, which they send
by young men to exchange for iron utensils and
ammunition. - , N .

Arthur’s active mind is never at a loss for amuse.
ment: but the unvarted solitude of our present

) situation,
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sitation, will -net bear. a compadison with the’
cheerful sociely we enjoyed last winter at Qucbee
and Montreal.  Mr. Roseberry has travelled a
vast deal in this part of the country, and is well
" acquainted with the language and peculiat customs
of different tribes, which -makes him a very enter»
taining companion, and enables him to amuse
many a dreary liour.
This letter. will be dispatched to Canada, by the
first company that returns thither with. furs.
Present ‘my - kindest rcmembrances to all my” =
Luropean friends and connexions; and be assured

that lam your affectionate brother. -~ -
"HENRY". F RA\hLIN.

)

~LETTER X_LI._L

Artkur Mtddleton to his Brother Edwm.

Cbepmy&n
My maAn Enwm,

“THE ) rigotirs of winter are past, and our
long . conﬁnement at this Fort ended, which is
matter’ of réjoicing to e, for I am quite weary qf
the uniformity of our lives. . We are to embark
- presenﬂy in a canoe, made of birch bark, on the
south side of the Lake of the Hills, for a véry
‘di_stant‘ conntryh&rﬂx’vt'ards. Our crew will consist
’ of
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of Mr:. Franklin, Mr. Roseberry, and four Cana-

dians, with their two wives; and in another canoe
will follow us an Indian chief, attended with two of
his wives, besides two' young Indians, who are his
relations. Mr.. Roseberry has engaged them to
~hunt for us, and to serve as interpreters with the
natives. A third canoe is laden with our ammu-
nition, provision, and: clothes; besides a proper
assortment of merchandise, as presents, 'o conciliate
the favour of the savage tsibes. Mr. Franklin,
though determined, says we must prepare ourselves
to encounter many dangers and hardships.. '} foresce
nothing but pleasure, and feel not the least anxiefy
for the futuze. . As pens, ink, and paper, form part
" of our stores, I'shall keep a kind of journal, of which
this is the beginning, thougli it cannot be forwarded
to you till-our return to the fort from whence it is
da‘ed. . . e e -

Following a north-westerly direction, we entered
Peace River, which at this spot exceeds a mile in
breadth,, and -assumes the name of ‘Slave River, on
account of the Slave Indians, who ‘wereso called
as a reproach, because they were driven from their §
own. country by the Knisteneaux.* At - the routh |
of the Dog River we landed and refreshed oure
selves, whilst the canoes were gummed. Several
~ rapids obliged the men to.unload the canocs, and
_‘convey. the goods overland, which fatigued them
extremely ; but the skill of the hunters. prepared
them a luxurious repast, of seyen geese, a beaver

: . s 8" and
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and four ducks. Rainy weather coming on, we
were obliged to land and encamp, in otder to secare
ourselves and our goods from the wet. After two
days the weather cleared, and we pursued ouar
course to the Great Slave Lake, which, though the
beginning of June, was entirely covered with ice.
The cold of this climate freed us from the musquitoes
and gnats, that had: been. very troublesome during
eur passage along the river.. Tbe Indians told us,
that at no great distance are very extensive plains
on both sides of the river, frequented by large
herds of buffaloes; and that the woods which
border them are inbabited by moese and - rein
| deer. Beavers abound: they build their curious
abitations in the small lakes and rivers, and the
mud banks are covered with wild-fowl; so we have

only to use our guns for a plentiful supply for our
table.

Being obliged -to pitch our tents till the lake was
sufficiently open for our passage across it, we sct
the nets, and caught carp, poisson inconnu, white-
fish, and trout. The Indians were sent on a hunting
expedition ; and the women employed in gathcnng;
berries of different kinds, and collecting the cggs of
swaus, geese, and wild-fowl. 'We watched the
breaking of the ice with impatience: a heavy rain,
attended with thunder and lightning, hastened its
dissolution, and, as soon as it was practicable, we
ventured to one of the largest islands, but were
_stoppcd by shoals of ice from proceeding further,

Obcerving
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Observing several rein-deer on the istand, the haniery
killed five of them. Some days were spent in going

from island to island: dunnv this time we lived

upon fish, and the wild-fowl kiiled by the hunters,

" The main body of ice veered according to the
direction of the wind ; so that sometimes we coasted
round its edge, amdst several islands of different.
sizes. At length we came to a large bay, which
receives a considerable river at the bottom of it,

The north-west side of the bay was covered with
many small islands, that were surrounded with ice:

but our steersman managed ta cleara passage withe
in them, and to put us ashore on the main land at
three lodges of Red-koife Indians, so named from
using copper knives. They told us that sevcral of
their countrymen were within a little distance, but
that they did not visit the lake till the swans moult
their feathers. ‘

Since we had entered the bay, we observed a

continued view of high hilis, and islands of solid
rock; the surface occasionally varied with moss
shrabs, and a few scattered trees, stunted for want
of soil to bring them to perfection. Unfertile as
this situation appeared, berries of various kinds
abound: we often gathered crauberries; juniper.
berries; raspberries; partridgesberries ; gooseber
ries; and the pathagomenan, which grows on a
small. stakk about a foot and a half high, in wet,
0SSy spots, and the fruit rescmbles a raspberry:

We continued to coast the lake, sometimes crossing
- . deep
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decp bays, and frequently landing on the tslande.
Wherever we went on shore, we saw lodges that had
been deserted by the Indians, and tracks-of the
moosc and rein deer, which seem to be numerous in
this country ¢ white partridges are also plentifal,
and at this season they become of a grey colour,
like that of the moor-fowl. Notwithstanding the
cold, our nights were again disturbed by the stings
of the musquitoes. We .now sailed under tlie
direction of a: Red-knife Indian, whom Mr.
Roseberry had engaged as a guide, and coming to
a bay, which he mistook for a river, we steered
down ity till we were involved in a field of broken
ice, and with great difficulty secured oursclves on
“an island before the approach of night. Our
Indian guide misled us a second time, which had
nearly occasioned a scrious quarrel between him
and the Indian chief who accompanied us from
Chepewyan; but Mr. Franklin reconciled them,
by enforcing the n'ecessi(y of union ; and the greater’
the difficulty, the more need there was of their mu-
tual exertions to discover the passage we wanted.
After several efforts we deubled the point of a very
long island, and fell into a branch of the river
we had-been so long endeavouring'to find. FHere
the water appeared to aboand in fish, and was
covered with swans, geese, black ducks; and other
wild-towl. The mouth of the river where it dis«
charges its waters into the Slave Lake is ten miles

wide,
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wide; but it narrows, gradually, to the breadth of
halfa mile. Thesouthern shore is the highest land :
both are covered with trees, part of which have
been burned, and lie scaltere@'on the ground. Mr,
Roseberry, who bas traversed this country before,
assured us, that land laid waste by fire, which pro-
duced spruce-pine and white birch, yields after-
wards nothinu but peplars, though none previously
grew there. The Horn Mountain now appeared in
sight, which is in the country of the Beaver Indians.

Qur guides being apprehensive of rough weather,
we landed, and pitched our tents just- in time to
shelter us from a violent thunder-storm, attended
with torrents of rain.

“We continued our course, often amongst islands,
and at times with a strong current: the weather for
some days was stormy, and lightning and thunder
frequent. Our canoes passed the mouths .of
several rivers, which discharge their .waters into
{he fnain stream. In order to provide for the futurc
necessities, on our relera we concealed in an island
two bags of pemican, which is meat sliced, dried
in the sun, and pounded. Early onc morning
we observed a very high mountain. at a distance;
onour nearer approach, the summit appcared hare
and rocky, but the sides were clothed with weod;
interspersed with spots of hriliiant white, that
sparkled in the sun. It was some time before we
discovered that they were only patches of snow.

* Our bunters occasivnally supplied us 'with swans,
' ' geese
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geese, white partridges, and once they brought us
a grey crane.

Having encamped one evenmg at the foot of a
high hill, a few of us ascended it, in order to ex-
plore the country. As it was very steep and craggy,
the sight of an Indian encampment on its summit
surprised us; but our Indian attendants explained
the motive for choosing such an inconvenient situ-
ation, by telling us, that those tribes who have no -
arms, prefer it, by way of defence against their
enemies. )

Our prospect from this elevated spot was ob-
structed by a circular range of hills; between these
were small lakes, where great numbers of majestic
swans were swimming about in a most graceful

manner. The swarms of musquitoes that annoyed
us in this spot, compelled us to return hastily to
our tents.

The next evening the curling smoke from some
Indxan fires invited us on shore; but we were no
sooner perceived, than the whole band divided in
great confusion, each providing for his own safety:
some hiding in the woods, others retreating to their
canoes. The assurances of our Indians, that our
intentions were friendly, were not immediately
believed. Some of the boldest at last ventured to
our camp, and were so agreeably welcomed by
presents of small value, that their companions soon
followed. They proved to be five families of the
S8lave and Dog-rib Indians, and as they differ

—~ R widely
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widely from the tribes we saw in the United States
and Canada, I shall describe their persons and
dress.

They are a meagre, ugly, ill-made race, with very
“clumsy legs, and appear to be unbealthy, which
probably arises from their . want of cleanliness,
Some of them wear their hair extremely long,
while others suffer a leng tress only to fall behind,
and the rest -is cut so short as to expose -their ears.
There were old men with long beards, and others
who had pulled them out by the roots. The men
bave two double lines tattooed upon each cheek,
from the ear to the-nose ; and a hole is made through
the gristle of the nose, large enough to 'receive a

/ goose-quill, or a small piece of wood: -a strange
\ /notion of ﬁnery, but not . more absurd than an

/ European lady’s ear-rings. Their clothes are made
of the dressed skins of the rein or moose deer.
For the sake of warmth, their winter vestimens
. are prepared in the hair. Some of them are deco-
rated with a very neat embroidery, of porcupine
quills and the hair of the moose deer, coloured
red, black, yellow, and white. They wear shirts
made of skins ; their upper garments are sofficiently
large to cover the whole body, with a fringe round
the bottom ; these are worn night and day. Their
leggins reach half way up the thigh, and are em-
broidered on the seams and the ancle. Both sexes
dress nearly alike. To complete their attire they
adorn themselves with gorgets; bracelets of wood,
horn,
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horn, or bore, on thé arms and: wrists;! and a barid
of leather round the head, wrought with porcupine
quills, and stuck round with' claws of bears and
~ wild-fowl, to which they hang short thongs of the
skin -of an animal resembling the ermine, in the
form of a tassel. Bands, garters, &c. are formed
of the quills of the porcupine, woven together with

sinews in a very neat manner, and fringed with _
strings of leather, worked round with dyed. hair
of various colours. You can hardly conceive any
thing more grotesque-than their whole appearance.
A few poles supported by a fork, fixed in a
semicircular fornf, and covered with branches or
bark, serve them for a lodge. They build two
of these opposite to one another, and make the
fire between them. Their furniture consists chiefly
of a few dishes of wood, bark, or horn: their
cooking vessels are shaped like a gourd, narrow

at top and wide at bottom; and are made of wa- °
tape, which is the roots of the spruce fir-tree split,
and wove so close as to hold liquids: but as they
would burn on the fire, they make them boil by
putting red-hot stones into them. They have, be-
sides, a number of small leather bags, to hold their
embroidery, lines, and nets. Of the fibres of the
willow bark they make thread, and fishing-lines of
the sinews of the rcin-deer.  They hunt with bows
and arrows, spears, daggers, and clubs. The dag-
gers are short, flat, and sharp pointed, and are made
R? of
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of ‘horn or bone, Their axes are composed of a
piece of grey or brown stone; and their canoes are
so light as to be carried with ease on 2 man’s back.
" They urged every argument they could use to dis-
suade us from proceeding on our voyage, assuring
us that it would take years to reach the sea, and
that our heads would be silvered with age before
our return. They also related ridiculous traditions
of mensters of frightful shapes, that wonld encoun-
ter, if not devour us by the way. You may believe
this had no effect on such men as Mr. Franklin or
Mr. Roseberry; but our poor Indians looked very
grave at these wonderful accounts, and were not
easily encouraged to lay aside-their fears.
Notwithstanding these dreadful prognostics, we
re-embarked, and soon passed the Great Bear Lake
river. 'We met with numerous islands, and had a
ridge of snowy mountains always in sight. Great
numbers of bears and small white buffaloes frequent
those mountains, which are also inhabited by
Indians. Soon after we came to the termination
of the mountains, the rapid appeared which the
Indians had described as so extreuely dangerous ;
but we found their accounts greatly exaggerated,
and passed it without difficulty. Pursuing our
course to the north-west, we came to a river that
flowed from the eastward. Here an encampment
of four fires invited us to land : a measure which
terrified these poor people; who took us for enemies.
They all fled different ways, except an old man,
who -
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who approached us with the full expectation of
being put to death. He said, his few remaining
days were not worth preserving ; but, with the most
atfecting earnestness, pulled off his venerable grey
locks by handfulls, and distributed them amongst
us, imploring our favour for himself and his
relations. Qur Indians assured him of our friendly
intentions, which Mr. Roseberry confirmed by pre-
sents of such trifles as he knew would be acceptable
to the people. The old man, having gained con-
fidence, recalled the scattered fugitives; and one
of them, though reluctantly, was persnaded to
accompany us as a guide in our expedition. We
re-embarked, and found the river grow narrower,
and bounded by lofty, perpendicular, white rocks.
We exchanged a few trinkets with’ another party of
Indians, for a parcel of excellent fish. Amongst
them was some unknown to us, of a round form and
greenish colour.

From an encampment of three or four families,
a little beyond, we recelve((\hares, partridges, and
a grey crane. Our new guide endeavoured to
persuade us to return, telling us that he was afraid
of the Esquimaux, who, he said, were a very
-wicked, malignant people, and but two sumwmers
ago came up this river and killed many of his
relations. Our appearance mostly terrified the
scattered parties of Indians that we saw. encamped
on the banks of the river; but our guides, by
assurances of friendship, and Mr. Roseberry by
: R3 presents,
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presents, generally allayed. their fears, and brought
them to a degree of familiarity. One party was
clad in hare skios, and belong to a tribe called
Hare Indians, from living principally on that
animal and fish; rein-deer. and beaver being very
scarce in' this part of the country. - We continued
to see different parties encamped on, the banks of
the river, who differed bat little fromy those I have
'described. As we had advanced far ‘beyond the
knowledge of any of our guides, by bribes and
presents Mr. Roseberry prevailed- with a native of
* this country to go with us. He told us that we
shiould sleep ten.nights before we came to the sea,
and that we were near the Esquimaux, with whom
his nation was now at peace. Having never heard
the sound of a gun, he was extremely startled
when some of the hunters discharged their fowling
pieces,” and, had they not assured him it was a
token of friendship, would have left us. Mr.
Roseberry’s making some memorandums in his
pocket-book, was another cause of alarm, as he
.could not comprehend the design of writing, but
.imagined he was a conjuror, and that it was a
charm, by which he might be injured. Two of his
brothers followed us in their canoes, and amused us,
-not only with their native songs, but with others,
in imitation of the Esquimaux ; which so animated
_our new associate, who was also in his own small
canoe, that he jumped and capered to keep time
with the smgmg, till we were terrified lest he
~~ should

S
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shonld upset his light bark. A smoke on the
western shore induced us to land. The natives
made a most terrible uproar, talking very loud,
and running about as if they were out of their
senses; while ‘the greater part of the women and
children fled away, a sure sign of hostile inten-
tions; but we were too numerous to be afraid of
them. A few blue beads made them our friends.
They are called the Quarrellers. The river was now
divided-into several channels, -and it was difficult
which to choose. Mr. Roseberry determined on
the middle one. )

We were now in such high northern regions,
that the sun was above the horizon all night. Mr.
Franklin and I resigned one night’s rest to enjoy
a spectacle to us so extraordinary, and that we
were never likely to see again when we left: this
country. Traces of the Esquimaux were:observed
in several places. Near the spots wheré they had
made their fires, were scattered pieces of whale-
bone, thick burned leather; and marks where they
had spilled train oil. In one place we saw three
of their huts, for I cannot dignify them with the
name of house. ‘The ground plot:is of an eval
form, about fifteen feet long; the whole of it is
dug about twelve inches below the surface of the
ground, and one half of it is eovered with branches
of willow, which probably serves the whole family
for a bed. A space in the middle of the other
‘half, about four feet wide, is deeper than the rest,

R4 and
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and is the only part of the house where a grown
person can stand upright. One side of it is the
hearth, or fire-place; but they do not appear to
make much use of it, for the wall, though close
to it, did not seem to be burned. The .door is in
the middle of one of the ends, and opens into a
covered way, so low, that we were obliged to
creep on all-fours to enter this carious habitation.
On the top is a hole,” of about eighteen inches
square, which serves for a window, an occasional
doot, and a chimney. The under-ground part of
the floor is lined with split wood. Six or eight
" stumps of small trees driven into the earth, with
the root upwards, on which are laid some cross
pieoes of timber, support the roof of the bailding.
The whole.is made of drift wood, dovered with
branches and dry grass, over which is laid a foot
deep of earth. On each side of these houses are
square holes dug in the ground, covered, except in
the middle, with split wood and earth; these were
supposed to be storehouses, for the winter stock of
prowisions. Before each but were stumps of trees
fixed in the ground, probably for the purpose of
hanging their fish upon to.dry.

As we advanced, trees became very scarce,
except a few dwarf willows. A violent rain forced
us to land again, and- shelter ourselves under four
houses, similar to those I bave just described. The
high lands adjacent were covered with short grass
and flowers, whilst the valleys presented a sheet of

snow
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snow and ice. Being come to the entrance ofa large
lake, which, from the shaliowness of the water, and
the thickness of the ice before us, we could not tra-
verse, we were obliged to relinquish our intention of
proceeding further; though the whole company
bad cherished the idea of reaching the ocean before
they turned their faces hemewards. We pitched
our tents on an island, from the highest part of whi¢h
we could discern a solid field of ice, extending from
the south-west to the eastward. A chain of moun-
tains were dimly perceived on the south, stretching
out as far as the eye could reach; and to the east-
ward, we saw many islands. White partridges,
row turned brown, were father plentifal: flocks of
beautiful plovers were also common; as were white
owls, and gulls of the same colour. :

As I was rambling about in search of a plover’s
pest, I discovered the grave of one of the natives:
byit lay a bow, a paddle, and a spear—articles that,
doubtless, belonged to the deceased; but the arms
that had wielded them were unstrung: they remained
as tokens, perhaps, to perpetuate the remembrance
of his expertness in the chace, or the management of
his canoe.

-~ Our provisions running rather shert, the nets
were put down, and we halted a day or two, in
hopes of supplying ourselves with fish. During
our stay, we had clear proofs of the rising of the
tide, which made us conclude that the lake commu-
nicated with the sea; and as a confirmation of that

R5 opinion,
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. opinion, .some of aur men descried, as’ they ima.
gined, huge pieces of .ice advancing . towards us;
but on a closer inspection they were whales, whose
- white sides rising above the water, might at first be
_easily mistaken for shoals of ice. Our guide told
us, that the Esquimaux chiefly lived upon these
prodigious fish, and that they were often seen as
. lgrge as our canoe. ’
~ Mr. Roseberry caused a post to be erected in
_remembrance of our having reached this spot, and
inscribed on it 69° 7' north latitude, our names,
.and the date of our arrival. We now reluctantly
. determined to steer out coutse back again towards
Chepewyan Fort; and.as we returned by the way
we came, I shall not trouble you with a repetition
of what I have already described, but only men-
-tion such ‘particulars as I think will be interesting
1o'you. The cold, which had been very great,
diminizhed after we entered the river: a circam-
. stance that would have- been very agrecable, if it
had not been for our old tormentors; the musqui-
toes, whose numbers increased with the warmth.
‘We landed upon a small round island, close to the
eastern shore, which seemed to be sacred to the
dead, there being a place of sepulture, crowded
with numerous graves : .amongst these were scat-
tered the implements that formerly belonged to
those who were interred there. We frequently
observed a kind of fence along the hills, made
with braoches, where the natives had sét snares
to
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to catch white partridges. This leads me to men-
tion the method the northern Indians use to catch
deer in a pound. _They first search for a path
frequented by those animals ; and if it crosses a lake,
a wide river, or a barren plain, it is the more fa-
vourable for their purpose; especially if woods are
near, to supply them with materials for ‘their work.
The pound is then built with a strong fence, made
of brushy trees, perhaps a mile in circumference.
The entrance is not wider than a common gate, and
the inside is filled with hedges, in the manner of a
labyrinth ; in every opening is set a snare, made
with thongs of parchment deer-skins, well twisted
together, which are extremely strong. These snares
are generally fastened by one end to a pole, to pre-
vent the deer from dragging the snare from its
situation. 'When the pound.is thus prepared,, a
row of small brush-wood is stuck up in the snow
that covers the frozen lake or plain, where neither
stick nor stump besides is to be seen, which makes
ther a more striking object. These bushes dlverge
from the entrance of the pound sometimes for two
or three miles, on each side of the deer’s path. As
soon as the deer are perceived going that way, men,
women, and children contrive, by making a circuit,
to get, unobserved, behind them. Then they form
themselves into a semicircle. The poor timorous
deer, finding themselves pursued, run straight for-
‘wards into the pound, when the entrance is stopped

up with bushes. The men lose no time in following
R6 “them
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thew into the eticlosure; where those that are
eittangled in the smates are speared, and those that
it loose, shot with bows and arrows.

Tt happened one morning that [ had taken a
walk with the hunters in pursuit of some deer,
when we perceived the track of an uncommon
snow shoe. We followed it to a comsiderable
distance, till we were led to a' little hut, where
a young woman was sitting alone. My companions °
knew enough of her langnage to comprehend her
story: she told them that she belonged to the tribe of
Dog-ribbed Indians, and had been taken prisoner
by a party of their enemies ; who, though they had
adopted her, and treated her with kindness, could .
never win her affections, as she could not banish
from ber mind their cruelty in slanghtering her
aged father and mother, with the rest of their com-
panions, whom they surprised in the night: there-
fore, she had taken the first opportunity of making
her escape, with the hope of returning to her own
country ; but that, having been carried away in a
cance, the turnings and windings of the rivers and
takes had so bewildered her, she could not find her
way, and had-therefore been obliged to build this
hut, as a defence against the weather. She said,
that she eloped in the month when the birds begin
to Tay their eggs, and that she bad supported her-
gelf ever since, ‘which was several months, by
snaring partridges, rabbits, and squirrels: she had
also contrived to kill two or three bcavers, and

some
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some porcupines. Fortunately, she had been able
to bring with her a few deer sinews, with which she
had rrade ber first snares; and afterwards she was
obliged to substitute the sinews of the rabbits’ legs
she had caught, twisted together. The rabbits not
only afforded her food, but a meat, warm suit of
clothes, that she had made very ingeniously. It
was happy for her that nccessity obliged her to
employ herself in solitude, or she would probably
have sunk a victim to despair and melancholy.
When she was not engaged in hnntmg for food, she
amused the tedious hours with twisting the inner
rind of willows into small lines, like net-twine, of
which she intended to have made a fishing net.
Five or six inches of an iron Loop made inio a
Kunife, and the shank of an iron arrow head, were
the ‘only tools she had; but she was far better
qualified to support herself, under such disastrdus
circumnstances, than an European woman, because
the Indians not only make their wives and daughters
assist them in snaring animals, but they compel
them dlso to perform the most laborious tasks.
She was very glad to leave her retreat, and accom-
pany us to our camp. As she had a fine figure, and,
with the singularity of her dress, made a striking
appearance, she drew general attention ; and having
given decisive proofs of her cleverness, each of the
Indians wished to have her for a wife. A wrestling
match took place on the occasion, as it is usual
amongst the northern Indians, when two men like

the
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the same woman, to decide the matter by a contest of
 this kind; and the poor woman, whose inclination is
never consulted, is allotted to the strongest man.

The Indian who first discovered her ‘gained the
prize ; and whether her preference arose from love or
gratitude is difficult to determine, but she_seemed
perfectly contented with her husband, and- highly
pleased with her change of situation.

Whilst we were in the extreme high north lati.
tudes, our appetites increased to an astonishing
degree; so that we no longer felt surprise at the
eagerness for food shown by’ the northern tribes.
During the whole of our course, to the entrance of
the Slave Lake, we saw tokens of Indian encamp-
ments; but on our approach, the people generally
retreated with precipitation to the woods. They
were mostly employed in drying fish for the winter,
- and were often attended with dogs. The weather
varied extremely. One day we were pinched with
cold; and, probably, the next, overpowered with
the heat. Storms of lightning and thunder were
frequent ; . and on one occasion we were obliged to
screen ourselves from the stones burled in the air
like sand, by lying flat on the ground. For a. con-
siderable time the nights were so light, that the
stars could not be perceived, even after the sun
descended below the horizon, which, during our
stay amongst the islands in the most northern lake,
never happened; consequently, it was perpetual
day-light. Our fare was varied by fish of different

kinds,
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kinds, swans, geese, wild-fowl, partridges, hares,and
‘venison, according to our situation ; and we always
had plenty of berries of different.serts. We crossed
the Slave Lake without any material accjdent;
though the weather was very stormy, and we were
frequently obliged to land and gum eur canoes.

We fell in, one evening, with a lodge of Knis-
teneaux Indians. Amonfrst them one man was very
much indisposed, from a superstitious idea that his
enemies had thrown medicine at him, which he
was firmly persuaded would cause his death. Mr
Franklin assumed the character of physician, and
professed to have an antidote that would effectually
cure him. He made him a harmless mixture, that
had such a good effect upon his spirits, that he
perfectly recovered. 7

After so long a voyage, and so many fatigues,
we joyfully entered the Lake of the Hills, across v
.which we were speedily wafted by a fair wind to
Chepewyan, where we found our former acquaint-
ance in good health, and well pleased at our return.
Our voyage being concluded, my journal closes,
with the assurance that I ever am, most affection-
ately, yeours,

ARTHUR MIDDLETON.

LETTER




LETTER XLIIL

Avthur Middieton to his Brother Eduwin.
Chepewyan Fort,

My pear BroruERr,
I ONCE more begin my journal at this

/place, though I shall probably finish it at a great J

distance ; as Mr. Franklin and I are setting off
again, with Mr. Roseberry, for a distant expedi-
tion to the south-westward. Mr. Roseberry is
attracted thither by the hopes of establishing a
profitable trade. with the tribes that inbabit those
parts, and of discovering a passage, westward, to
the Pacific Ocean; and we are drawn by the
motive that has already led us so long a” dance—
curiosity. Mr. Franklin says; that though we have
seen the principal parts of the United States and
‘Canada, with some of the Indian nations, yet he
wishes to have a better acquaintance with those
whose manners have not been changed by a com-
munication with Europeaus.

I shall write as opportunity and matter invite
me: what follows, therefore, will be a recital
of our voyage. We proceeded up the "Peace
River, along a chain of lakes, the largest of which

is the Athabasca, and passed by Peace Point,

which
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which recelved its name by a treaty of peace being
beld there. between the Knisteneaux and Beaver
Indians; as did the Slave River, from the con-
quests of the Knisteneaux, who drove the inhabit-
ants near Portage la Loche to a distance, and then
called them slaves. A fall of twenty feet obliged
us to unload our canoes, and carry them and our
luggage across a carrying place. The country
we had hitherto passed was low, swampy ground,
well clothed ‘with wood. The banks of the river,
. between this place and-Ms. Mackenzie’s establish-
ment, were generally lofty, and produce. cypress,
arrowswoesd, and.thorn. trees, On either side of
the rivet, though not withis sight of it, are ex-
tensive plains, which abound: in buffaloes, elks,
wolves, foxes, and bears. The Deer Mountain
siretches out to the westward ; amd opposite to the
- establishment are beautiful meadews, adorned with
irregnlar groves of poplar, and enlivened by herds
of various animals. At this place our ears were
frequently regaled with the sweet notes of a.small
bird, not so large as a robin; the neck, breast,’
and belly of the cock, are of a deep scarlet: part
of the body is of adelicate fawn colour ; the wings
are black, edged with fawn, and have two white
stripes running across them ; the tail is variegated,
and the head crowned with a tuft. The hen is of a
smple fawn colour, except a tippet of glossy yellow.
The Establishment, or Fort, as these trading
houses are called, consists: of plain boarded houses,
» for
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for the accommodation of the traders in winter; |
and is provided with a garden, that grows turnips,
carrots, parsnips, potatoes, and cabbages. It being
now the month of December, and the frost so severe
that the workmen’s axes became as brittle as glass,
determined us to halt here for a few weeks. The
weather was sometimes extremely stormy: hurri-
canes of wind, snow, rain, and bail, frequently
confined us within the house; a restraint that I
found very disagreeable. Several of the natives
took up their abode with us, which gave us an op-
portunity of observing their customs’ on particular
oceasions. A young man, called the Swan, lost §
his father by an accident. He immediately retired §
in silence to his lodge, and fired his gun several
times, as a notice to his friends not to intrude
upon his retirement, because, from his misfortune,
he was grown careless of life. The wife of the de-
ceased expressed her grief by cries and tears, and
cutting off her hair. She then took a sharp instru-
ment, and, with determined resolution, separated
_the nail from one of her fingers, and forced back
the flesh beyord the first joint, which she cut off.
On expressing my astonishment, she showed me
~ that she bad lost the first joint of her two other
fingers, as tokens of grief for the death- of two
of her sons. The men consider it a disgrace
1o shed tears when they are sober; therefore,
they sometimes drink till they are intoxicated, that
they may indulge freely in lamentations. The
. women




wornsen are the: slaves of their husbands. They
carry_heavy loads, andperform the most laborious
tasks,’ whilst their imperious masters: walk by their
sides with nothing but a gun in their hands. If a
spot be chosen for an encampment, the men sit
j quietly down and enjoy their pipes, leaving the
women o -fix the poles'in circles, that meet at top
like. a- tent, and then cover them with dressed
moose~deer skins, sewed ‘together. During the
winter, they wear snow ‘shoes, to enable them to
traverse the surfage of the country, which is a con-.
tinued sheet of snow at.that season. The frames
of these shoes are. made- of: birch-wood ; and: the
nettings, of thongs of deer-skin.” A very sudden
alteration in the season, from the severest incle-
mency of winter to the delightful = beauties of
spring, gave us notice it was time to put ourselves
again in march. Though the river was still co-
vered with ice, the plains were of a verdant colour ;
' the trees and shrubs in bud; and some of them in
flower. This was the 'middle of April. All things
being ready, we set out in our canoes, and en-
camped where groves of poplars, in every shape,
vary the scene; amd the open plains between them
are enlivened with vast herds of elks and buffaloes.
These pleasing scenes, which continued for miles,
were succeeded by high white cliffs. - As we ad-
‘vanced, a river falls in from the north. There are
also several islands and small” streams on both
sides. We perceived, ‘along:the shore, tracks of
large
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large bears. 1 was gratified by the sight of the
den, or winter quarters, of one of these animals,
‘They are ‘a fierce species, and called the Grisly
Bear. The'den was ten feet deep, five feet high,
and six feet wide. ’

We saw some straggling parties of Rocky
‘Mountain Indians. Mr. Roscberry prevailed, by
presents and promises, with one of them, to
- accompany us as ‘a guide; but it was with great
reluctance that his father consented to it. ¢ My
son, (said he,) your departure makes my heart
painful. The white people may be said to rob us
‘of our children. They are going to lead you into
the midst of our enemies; and perhaps you wil
never more return to us. Were you not with the
chief, (by which he meant Mr. Roseberry,) I know
not what I should do: but he requires your at-
tendance, and you must follow him.” »

The banks of the river were diversified with
woods, clay, rocky cliffs, and earths of red, green,
and yellow colours, which I think might be used
in the composition of paints. In some places,
rivers fall into the main stream ; and in others are
numerous islands. Poplar and white birch-trees
are common; and the country is so thronged. with
animals, as t6 recal the idea of a stall-yard. The
rocky mountains, with their snow-capped sum-
mits, now became visible. Afier toiling against
a strong current, we landed on an island, on which
there were eight deserted lodges. The natives

bad
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had prepared bark for several canoks ; and we per- *
ceived traces of a road, along the hills where they

bad passed. Near it we saw a ground-hog ; and in.

wme places the earth had been turned up by the

bears, in search of .roots: and over the shore

lovered two cormorants, which were probably

yatching for fish in the river. Soon after ‘this,

ve had great difficulties to encounter, from eddies,

currents, cascades, and rapids, in the river, which

was bounded, particularly on one side, by a range

of steep, over-hanging rocks, beneath .which the

carrent drove our canoe, with almost irresistible

impetuosity. 'Here are several islands of solid

rocks, covered with a small portion of verdure,

yhich has been worn away by the constant force

of the current. The under part of these islands is

s much diminished, probably by the friction of
ice at the water’s edge, that they have the ap-~

pearance -of large tables, supported by a pedestal.

Their principal inhabitants are wild geese, which

were, at this time, brc:eding and rearing their
joung.

Our Iudian guide alarmed us so much by his
account of the dangers of the navigation, that Mr.
Roseberry, myself, and two of the people, ascended
the bank, which was very high, that we might
reconnoitre the country before us. As we passed
through the woods, we came to an enclosure,
which had been formed by the natives for snaring
the elk, which Wwas so large, we could not discover

its
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its extent. After travelling for some hours through
the forest, which consisted of the spruce, birch,
and the largest poplars we had ever seen, we sunk
down upon the river, where the baunk is low, and
near the foot of a mountain, between which and
a high ridge, the river flows in a stream of about a
hundred yards broad ; though, at a small distance
below, it rushes on between perpendicular rocks,
which confine it within- half that breadth. Here
we anxiously waited for the arrival of the cance.

After exploring the shore, both ways, we met it at-

the entrance of the narrow channel, which our
people had reached, after inexpressible fatigue and
danger. An Indian was then sent forward on shere,
to examine the passage, who returned, at the close
of evening, with an alarming account of the obsta-
cles before ns. Our difficulties .increased every
mile. In passing the foot of a rock, we were oblig-
ed to cut steps in it, for the distance of twenty feet,

from which Mr. Franklin, at {he hazard of his |

life, leaped on a small rock beneath, and received
four of the imen on his shoulders, who, with great

labour, dragged up the canoe, and in the atteml g

injared ber. 'With the branches of a dry tree that
had fallen froin the upper part of the rock, we made
a fire, and repaired our bark, which we towed along
the rocks to the next point; though not without
risking the safety of the men, who were obliged {0
pass on the outside of trees that grew on the cdye

of the precipice. It now became necessary to cross
the
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the stream, where the water was so rapid, that
some of the people prepared themselves for swim-
ming for their lives, by stripping to their shirts.
Often were we compelled to unload and carry
every thing but the canoe over the rocks; and
indeed it required great exertion to prevent her
from being dashed to pieces against them, by the
violence of the eddies. At length, the agitation of
the water was so great, that a wave, striking on the
bow of the canoe, broke the line, and filled me,
(who was on shore, assisting the men in towing,)
with inex pressible terror, when I saw the vessel on
the point of being dashed to shivers, and my friends,
particularly my revered and beloved Mr. Franklin,
in danger of perishing. No words can describe
~my feelings at that alarming moment; but another
wave tranquillized my fears, by driving her out of
the tumbling water, when, by the united efforts of
the men, she was brought on shore, where we
pitched ‘our tents, to give time for consideration
on the course we should pursue; for as far as the
eye conld reach, the river appeared one white
sheet-of foaming water. Finding the succession -
of rapids and cascades impassable, Mr. Rescberry
determined to attempt ascending the mountain
with the baggage and canoe: an undertaking that
‘must have been impracticable, but for the united
courage and perseverance of Mr. Roseberry and
Mr. Frankliny who encouraged the men by their
exampleand firmness, to perform what many would

have
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have deemed impossible. At break of day we all
started, and every man took an active part in cut-
ting a road up the mountain. -To accomplish this
they were obliged to fell the trees that stood in the
way, which they generally contrived should fall
parallel - with the road, without separating them
entirely from the roots; so that they formed a kind
of railing on each side. The steep shelving rocks
increased the difficulty of bringing the baggage
from the side of the river to the encampment, as
the first man who made a false step must have fallen
beadlong into the water. The canoe was dragged

up the precipice, by having the line doubled, and |

fastened to the stamps as they advanced. Before
afternoon the whole was safely lodged, with inde-
fatigable labour, on the summit, where we per-
ceived ourselves surrounded by mountains still

higher, whose tops werc covered with snow. We |

took up our abode for the night, near a rivulet
that issues from a large mass of ice or snow. In
' this unpleasanf march, we saw spruce, red pine,
cypress, poplar, red birch, willow, alder, arrow-
wood, red-wood, liard, service-tree; and bois-
picant, which rises about nine feet high, grows in
joints, without branches, and is tufted at the end.
The stem is small, and of equal thickness from top
to bottom, and is covered with small prickles.

There were also gooseberry and current trees, and

several kinds of briars. Our descent led us down
‘some steep hills, and throigh a wood of tall pines.
After
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After all this-toil and trouble, we reached the river
above the raplds, without' any. material accident,
amll oriée more “entrusted ourselves to the watery
clement. * There wcre mountains on all sides of
us'; one, especially, of a very great height. The
yiver became extremely wide, and full of islands,
which ‘again changed to more confined bounds,
and & smoeth, strong current. 'With some vari-
ations -we “ptoceeded to a beautiful sheet of water,
which was seen {o advantage from the rays of a
brilliant sun sparkling on its surface. At the ter-
mination of this prospect, the river was barred
with rocks, forming cascades and small islands.
There was likewise a cham of *Tuountains running .
south and north, as far-as we could sce. We at
Tengthi arrived at- a fort, -where’ the Tiver separatcs
into two branches By the advicé of our guide,
we took that which inclined to the cast. In the
course of this day’s voyage, we observed a vast
number of beaver -lodges. In some places these
active, sagacious animals had cut down several
acres of large poplars ; and we saw a great number
of them. The time which these wondcrful crea-
tures allot for their labours, either in erecting their
curious ‘habitations, or providing food, is the whole
interval “between the rising’ and the setting sun.
©Of tate, the weather had-been extremely cold: it
now suddenly changed to a degree of heat that we
found overpowcring. This alteration brought back
our old tormentors, the gnats and musquitoes;
S and
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and we were frequently incommoded withh heavy

rains and thunder-storms.
~ 'Having already passed beyond the knowledge of
-ouy gulde, we were anxious to meet with some of
.the natives, who could give us further. information
of the course we should pursue to come tolttl_lé, sea,
‘the object we had in view. A smell of fire, and
.the noise of people in the woods, appeared fa-
vourable to our wishes; Dbut they were shy, and
for some time comcealed themselves. A length,
two men ventured to an eminence opposite to us,
brandishing their. spears; displaying their bows
and arrows; and, with loud shouts, expressing a
‘hostile disposition. Our interpreter was some
time -before he could persuade them we were
friends, who visited their country only from curi-
osity. As soon as we landed, Mr. Roseberry
took each of them by the hand. One of the two,
as a token of submission, drew a knife from his
sleeve, and presented it to him, sbaking with fear
at the same time. Their party consisted only of
three men, three women, and a few boys and girls.
They examined us, and every thing about us, with
the most minute and suspicious attention, dpubt-
ing yet whether we were friends or enemies. They
had heard, indeed, of white men, but had never seen
any before, which readily accounts for their alarm
on our appearance. The tallest .of them did not
exceed five fect six .or seven inches in height.
They had meagre countenances, though their faces
were
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were round, which might be attributed (o the hard-
ness and uncertainty of their fare. They had high
c?n_eek-bones, and small dark brown eyes, with hair
of a dingy black, hanging in loose disorder over
 their shoulders; and their complexion was of a
swarthy yellow. Their dress consisted of robes,
made of the skins of the beaver, the ground-hog,
and the rein-deer, dressed in the hair; and of the
moose-skin, without it. All of them were orna-
mented with a fringe, and some of them had tassels
hanging down the seams. The tails of the animal
were left hanging on those made of the skin of (he
ground-hog, which served instead of tassels. They
tie these robes over the shoulders, and fasten them
round the middle with a belt of green skin, as stiff
as horn. Their leggins and shoes resemble those
of the other tribes, The women’s dress is much
the same, except the addition of an apron that
rcaches to the knees. Their hair is divided from
the forehead to the crown, and drawn back in long
plaits behind the ears. As destitute as these people
are of every thing we Europeans call comfort,
they wear bracelets of horn and bone; and the men -
only have the privilege of being adorned with
necklaces, made of the claws of the grisly or white
bear. Their arms are spears, and bows and arrows,
which, with their knives and tools, are partly made
of iron ; a circumstance that convinced Mr. Rose-
berry they had communication with some of the
iribes that border the sea-coast ; though they either

se .. could » = |
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could not, or were unwilling to direct our course

thither. Bribes at length- prevailed with one of

“them to join our party, asa guide. They showed
_us snares made of green skin, cut to the size of
sturgeon twine; and-though, when a number of
‘them are twisted together, they do not exceed the
thickness of a cod-line, yet they are strong enough
to hold a moose-deer. Their nets and fishing.
lines are made of willow-bark and nettles. We.
parted in a frierdly mammer, which was mutually

expressed by presents. They gave us some trout,
and two quivers of excellent arrows, which we
répaid in beads and pemican. We again embark-
ed, with our new guide, who regarded Mr. Rose-
-berry as a’being of a saperior nature, whom he was
bound to obey ; an idea that was very convenient,
as his attendance was essentially “necessary. We
passed a river on the left, at the foot of a moun-
tain, which, from ifs cone-like form, we named
the Beaver Lodge Mountain. As we advanced,
this mountain changed its appearance 'to that of a
succession of round hills, covered -with woods
almost to their summits, which were white with
snow, and crowned with withered trces. By the
direction of our guide, we now quitted the main
branch, as he assured_us it would soon terminate.
. The stream we pursucd led us threugh a succession
of small lakes. We saw:great numbers of swans,

“geese, and ducks; and -gathered: plenty of wild
parsnips. Blue jays, yellow birds, and - one beau-

. tiful




tiful humming bird, sported amongst the trees,
which were principally spruce, white birch, wil-
low, and alder. ~Here we reached the source of
Unjigah, or Peace River, which, after a winding
course throngh a vast extent of country, recciving
many large rivers in its progress, and passing
through the Slave Lake, discharges its waters into
the Frozen Ocear. Having perccived a beaten
path, we landed and wnloaded where the natives
" had formerly encamped. They had left baskets
hanging on the trees, in which we found a net,
some hooks, a goat’s horn, and a wooden trap for
taking the ground-hog. Here two streams tamble
down the rocks into the lake we had left; whilst
two others fall from the opposite heights, and glide
into the lake, to which we now committed our-
selves, without an apprehension of the _dangers
and sufferings that awaited us. In the midst of a
rapid carrent, our canoe struck, and notwithstand-
ing all our exertions, the violence of the stream
drove her sideways down the_river, and broke her
by the first bar. ‘We all instantly jumped into
the water;  but before we could, with our united
force, either set her straight, or stop her, we came
to such a depth of water, that we were obliged to
re-embark with the utimost precipitation. 'We were
scarcely seated, when she drove against a rock,
which shattered the stern in such a manner, that
the stcersman could no longer keep his place.
'The violence of this shock drdve us to the opposite
side
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side of the river, when the bow met with the same
fate as the sterm. At this moment the foreman
seized on some branches of a small tree, in hopes
of bringing up the canoe; but such was their
elasticity, that, to our great surprise, he was jerked
on shore in an instant, with a degree of violence
that endangered his life. But our own danger was
too” great to leave us at leisure to enquire into his
fate; for, in a few moments, we came across a
cascade, that broke several large hLoles in the bot-
tom of the canoe. The wreck becoming flat on
the water, we all jumped out, and held fast to it.
In this sitnation we were forced several hundred
-yards, with the constant expectation of being over-
whelmed. W hen our strength was nearly exhaust-
ed, and every onc began to think death inevitable,
we came 1o shallow water and a small eddy, where,
from the weight of the canoc resting on the stones,
we were enabled to stop its further progress; and
calling to the people on shore for assistance, amangst
whom we éspied the foreman unhurt, we were
rescued froin this imminent danger. The joy of
escape was so great, that we scarcely considered
our ipisfortune as it really deserved ; our whole
stack of balls; and some other useful articles,
heing irretrievably lost by this accident, and our
canoc so shattered as to ‘be unfit for service. In
this deplorable condition, most men would have
thought of nothing but the speediest mcans of
return. 'T'he resolution of Mr> Franklin and Mr.

Roseberry
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Réscherry was not to be shaken. They both were
determined _to overcome every obstacle within the
power of man to subdue. They consoled the people,
who “were ‘ready to despair, with kind attentions;
and alleviated their fatigue with rest, and the best
refreshments they could provide. 'When they
were well recruited, they animated their drooping
courage by exhortations, and well-timed praises of
their past courage, which, with the prospect of soon
reaching a smoother river, had such an effect, that’
they declared they were ready to follow wherever
they would lead them. Our first employment
was to'seek for bark to repair our canoe; a task
not effected without difficulty.. Several falls' in
the river, and the obsiruction of trees that lay
across it, rendered a passage impracticable for:
miles’; and every man was obliged to assist in car-
rying the canoe and the lading through a low,
swampy country, their fect frequently sticking in -
quagmires of mud. Wearied with this laborious
exertion, we sometimes ventured to put the canoe .
into the water; .but her progress was soon inter-
rupfed by the drift wood and prostrate trees, which
compelled us to advance alternately by land and
water, according to circumstances, till we joyfully
arrived on the bank of a navigable river, on the
west side of the first great range of mountains. )
Here I will close this part of my narrative, -
thinking- it will be more convenicnt to you to -
S 4 divide :
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divide it. In another letter, .I shall relate the
future events. of our Joumey. Adieu. Ever your

affectionate
ARTHUR MIDDLETON.

LETTER XLIV.

A7 thur Mzddleton to hzs Brother Edwm.

Tacautcﬁ Tme, at’ Calumbza.
Mm DEAR’BROTHER:, S
- THE excessive: faﬂgues we- had- late}y

NS
P

undergone made it necessary to halt, to recruit
the strength: aail. spirits of onr men..  Mr. Rose-
berry was; bowever, anxious to rerembark: as soon-
ag possible..  The country, for some time, was:
rather:low,. and-our view cenfined by woeds, at a
samalt distance from the banks. A liitle heyond,
the river divided into two branches. 'We followed
the most westerly course, and had not. preceeded
far before clouds of thick smoke rose from the
woods, accompanied with a strong odour of the
gum of cypress and the spruce fir; But-notwith-
. standing that, we saw none of the natives. The
‘banks here arc composed of high, white cliffs,
crowned with pinnacles in' very grotesque shapes,
that, with the assistance of a livcly imagination,
might
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right be compared to a succession of Gothic towers,
whilst the river at their base tumbled in cascades
and impetuous whirlpools, that complete the ro-
mantic scenery. This irregularity in the river
once wmore obliged us to convey our crazy bark on
“the. men’s shoulders for more than half a mile,
over a most rugged, rocky hill. “After this fatigue,
we partook, with our brave fellows, of a refreshing
meal of pemican, rendered savory with wild oni--
ons, that grew plentifully on the banks, which
were overshadowed by lofty firs and wide-spreading
cedars. Our Indians shot the largest of two red
deer, which came to the edge of the watcr to drink;
and, from the number of their tracks, we suppose
that they abound in this country. Many of the-
spruce trees had been stripped of their bark, pro--
bably by the natives, to make coverings for their
cabins. 'The sheres now became of a moderate
height, covered with poplars and cypresses. We-
* passed a comfortable night under the shelter of an-
Indian house, deserted by its inhabitants. It was of
considerable size, and had accommodations for three-
families. Behind the beds was a narrow -space,
a-little raised, for the purposefof keeping fish. The-
walls were formed of very straight spruce tirbers,.
and the roof was of bark, supported by spars, resting-
on a ridge pole, fastened together by the fibres of the-
cedar.  Along the upper part of the building. were
- fixed large rods, on which they hang their fish to
_dry. The most extraordinary picce of -furniture
S5 o lefts
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left in this dwclling was a machine o catch large
fish, of snch unwicldy dimensions, that the house
must have been unroofed to let it in. It somewhat
resembled an eel-basket in form, and was made of
long pieces of split wood, placed an inch asunder,
on six hoops. A boat of the same material was
added to it, into which the fish may be driven,
when they are to be taken out of the machine. On
a point, at a little distance, we discovered an
oblong heap, neatly walled and covered with bark,
which we conjectured to be a tomb. - Near it was
fixed a pole, ten or twelve feet high, with a picce
of bark hanging to it, which might express some
memorial of the deceased. Several rivers, from
different quarters, occasionally joined the main
stream ;. and many islands appeared, on some of
which we observed Indian houses, like that I have
just described. The cliffs are of various colours
and shapes. In one place they rose like ancient
castles, of white and red clay; and in another, the
forms were equally grotesque, but of blue and
yellow. ‘

We perceived a canoe with one man in it, who,
on seeing us, immediately gave the whoop, to
- alarm his friends on shore, who obeyed his sum-
mons, by their hostile appearance on the bank;
being armed with bows and arrows, and spears,
which they brandished, by way of defiance.
According to our interpreters, they threatened us
with instant death, if we should offer to land; and,

as
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as a confirmation of that threat, discharged a volley
of arrows at us, which, however, passed over the
boat withont hurting us. As we stood greatly in’
need of information for our future course, Mr.
Franklin offered to go alone to the beach opposite

to where they were, hoping they would censider it -
as a mark of confidence, and an offer of friendship.

His scheme succeeded. Two of them put off-in-a

canoe, but had not courage to land, till he had in- -
vited them by a display of looking-glasses, beads, -

and other allaring trinkets. At length they ven~
tured to land; and were persuaded to sit down,

and saffer our interpreters to approach, who as- -
sured them of our friendly intentions. We were -
now admitted to join their friends on the opposite
shore, amongst whom Mr. Roeseberry. distributed -
presents, and “treated their- children with sugar. -
In reply to his questions concerning the country.
before us, they told him that the river runs a vast.-
way towards the mid-day sun; and, at its mouth, -
as they bhad heard, white people, .who -came in--
canoes as big as islands, were building houses:

that, .besides the difficulties of the navigation,

which in many parts were great, we should suffer -

from the hostile disposition of the- natives, who
were of a ferocious character. - This unwelcome
intelligence did not deter our leader from conti-

nuing his design. He persuaded two of their-

people to go with us as conductors, and prepared

for our departure, I should remark, that this was -
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fishing party, but just arrived from a distance,

Teling to pass the sumuper here, for the sake of
w)dlng a store of fish against the winter. They
were busy in making machines of the same kind as
that we had seen in the deserted house. They
were clad in leather, and had somc beaver and
rabbit skin blankets.  Their manners and appear-
ance mearly resemble those of the Rocky Moun-
tain Indians. It was not long before we were
again tempted to land, by the appearance of a
subterranean house, the roof of which only could
be seen above ground. -The fear of us had driven
the inhabitants away. They, however, appeared
on a neighbeuring mountain, in a menacing pos-
tare, making the most frantic gestures, and helding
their bows and arrows ready to shoot. Their
robes were fastened round the neck, but the right
arm was left frec, and beneath it hung a blanket,
or leather covering, which might be used as a kind
of shield. ~ After some efforts, we fourxd means to
gain their confidence and friendship. An elderly
man, who secmed fo be a person of authorily,
stretched out something like a map of the country,
for our ghidance, on a piece of bark; tliough he
could not help expressing his astonishment at Mr.
Roseberry’s enquiries, as he said he thought white
men knew every thing. Mr. Roseberry, desirous
of maintaining this ideca of superiority, replied,
that they certainly were acquainted with the prin-
cipal circumstances of every part of the world,

but
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but that he did not know thedbstructions he might
meet with in passing down that river, as well as
those who lived on its banks. Bcing assared from
the reports of this people, who are called the Atnak
tribe, that the navigation would be long and diflicult,
if not impracticable, Mr. Roseberry deterinined
to return up the river, as far as the Nagailers,
or Carrier Indians, the last nation we had seen,
and then endeavour-to penetrate to the sea over
land. ' : '

-Ouar canoe was in such a crazy condition, that it
was scarcely safe for service. A young man,
who had promised to go with us to introduce us as
friends to the next tribes, chose to go by land, and
engaged to meet us at the subterranean house: on
sceing him again, he assured us that there was a
plot.to destroy us, or prevent our progress. Ac-
cordingly, wherever we landed, the houses were’
deserted, and every thing left to our mercy, in such
haste had the inhabitants abandoned them. A ge-
neral terror seemed to have possessed them an
our men equally, who were carnest to return home;
bat the firm composure of Mr. Roseberry, second-
ed by Mr. Franklin, deterred them from their pro-
ject: Wepassed a painful night under the remains
of a broken shed, two of us watching whilst the
rest slept. Fowards morning, as it was my turn
to keep on the look out, I was surprised by a ras-
tling in the woods, and incessant barking of our
faithful dog. 1 kept my cye fixed on the part

whence




898

whence the noise proceeded, when I observed
something like a man, creeping on all-fours. I
called up Mr. Roseberry without delay, aund it
proved to be an old, grey-headed, blind man, who
had been driven by extreme hunger to leave his
hiding-place. From him we learned that the people
regarded us as enemies; especiaily as we had
returncd by the river, contrary to our declared
intention, and, from a motive of self-defence, had
abandoned their habitations, and dispersed them- .
selves in the woods, to such distance that a con-
siderable time must pass before they could rally
again. This intelligence was most unwelcome toall
our party, who wished to pursue the object that first
drew us into the uncultivated wilds; as we well
kncw it wonld be impossible to proceed without a
guide, and our young man had fled with the rest.
Our situation was now every way alarming; our
men were in ill humour, approaching to rebellion;
our provisions and ammunition ran short; and the
natives were not only jealous of our designs, but
determined to prevent us from putting them in
execution. 'We occasionally saw a few stragglers,
either in canoes or on the shore: our entreaties to
them were unavailing : they fled from us as if they
were afraid of a pestilential infection.

The canoe was become so leaky, that we were
under the necessity of building a new one, 'The
blind man, whom we fed and won by kind treatment, .
directed us-to a place where we might get plenty of

cedar
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cedar and bark. Every man had his part assigned
him; and in a day or two the work was finished,
much to Mr. Roseberry’s satisfaction. This gave
the men fresh spirits; especially as we perceived
two men in a canoe, who landed on the jsland
where we then were, and one of them was our
guide, who declared he never intended to desert
us, but that he had been all this time seeking for
his relations, who had been seized with the general
panic. He was covered with a painted beaver robe,
so that we scarcely knew him in this new garb.
During our stay on this island, we were inexpressibly
teased by the sand-fly, and were obliged to be put
on the short allowance of two meals a day. One of
our repasts was composed of the dried rows of fish,
pounded and boiled in water, thickened with a
small quantity of flour and a little fat. You
may smile at our cookery ; but use and necessity
reconciled us to it, and gave us, at least, the
advantage of the habit of moderation, and content-
ment with plain fare, which is valuable in every
situation of life. -

We had some difficulty in repassing the rapids,
but not so great as before. We fell in with a party
of the Nascud Denee Indians, whose friendship
was secured by our guide, who, as a reward for
his fidelity, was dressed by Mr. Roseberry in a
Jacket, trowsers,\and Europdan hat.

Here we were obliged to leave our canoe, with
such things as were too bulky to carry on our

backs,
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backs. In order to preserve them against our
return, we erecteid a sort of stage, on which the
canoe was placed, bottom upwards, and defended
from the sun by branches of trees. Near it was
built a long squarce of logs, to contain the rest of
our treasure. Having taken these precautions, we
set out on our perilous journey by land, each man
carrying a load of pemican on bis shoulders, and
an equal weight of ammunition, besides bis ‘gun.
'The first day we marched twelve miles, through
woods, along a rugged path, and were glad to repose
our weary limbs at an Indian camp of threc fires.
A party from the westward joined as, and raised
our hopes by the assurance that it- was not more
than cight days’ journey to the sca. They proposed
to send two young men before us, to prepare the
natives for our approach, and ensure us a favourable
reception, which was thankfully accepied.

‘We followed ouPgnides along the edge of a lake,
through thick woods, and without any path for some
distance. We then crossed a creek, and entered uvpon
a beaten track, through an open country, sprinkled
with cypress trees. At noon the sky became black,
and a heavy gust, with rain, succeeded, attended
with a violent hail-storm. The ground was covered
with hailsstones of an enormous size, such as ‘we
had never scen beforc; and as the rain continucd,
we fixed up a thin, light, oil-cloth, to shelter us
from it, and under this covering we passed the

night.
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night.  The next day we travelled along a level
country, embellished with fir-trees: bat as we
had-scen no water, we suffered from intolerable
thirst. : :

The natives that we now fell in with, bore a
different appeatance from any’ we had yet scen.
Amongst them was, a woman, who had come from
the sea-coast: she was rather corpulent, of low
stature, had grey eyes, and a flattish nose. She
was dressed out in various finery, such as large
blue beads, cither hanging fram.her ears, braided
in her hair, or encircling her neek. She.also.wore
bracelets of brass, cepper, and horn. Her uader
dress was a kind of tumic, covered- with a robe of.
matted bark, fringed round the bottom with sea-
otter skin. These people appear to treat age with.
the greatest reverence and.aflction:;: for: we observ-
ed an old woman, who from extreme age was.quite-
biind and  unable to walk, whem: they carried by
turns on their backs. ~ They are equally attentive
to the memory of their deecased relations, as ap-
peared from a middle-aged woman, whom we saw
carnestty weeding a circular. spot; and on enquiring
the cause of this. care,. from which our approach
did not iu the least disturb her, the by-standers
informed- us, that the ashes of her husband and
her son wcre buried there; and that she never
passed that way without paying this tribute of
her regard. .

As we advanced, the country became more

thickly
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thickly inhabited.” By the good offices of our
couriers, we had generally a hospitable reception,
and were somefimes regaled with a few dried fishr
We frequently changed our guides, few being
willing to go with us a great way from home; but
wlhen they reached the extent that suited their eon-
venience, they transferred us to others, who in their
turn escorted us as far as they chose, or perhaps as
long as they had any personal acq uaintance with the
inhabitants, - g
The West-road river crosscd our path: we
forded it about knee deep and a hundied’ yards
wide. - Twelve dreary miles we passed over an
extensive swamp, in which we were ofteii -over the’
ancles: an evil that was increased by rainy weather. -
In this part-of the road we were struck with the
- singular appearance of several regufar basons: some
were filled with water, and others were empty ; but
whether they were natural or artificial, could not
be ascertained. We arrived at. the banks of ano-
ther considerable river, abounding with fish, which
afforded us an agreeable change of food ; game of
all kinds having been unaccountably scarce. We
proceeded beneath a range of beautiful hills; and
beyond them, to the south, we discovered the tops
of mountains covered with snow. The river being
too decp to ford, we crossed it on a raft, and then
marched till we reached two ‘houses pleasantly
situated. We entered them, and found them without
inhabitants; but as the furniture was not removed,
we
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we supposed the owners werc at no great distance..
Near them were several graves or monuments of the

dead, which the natives greatly revere, and never
B suffer any weeds or grass to grow upon them. A
little beyond we fell in with a party of Red-fish men,
who appeared more bealthy, cleanly, and agreeable,
{han any of the natives we bhad yct seen. They told
us there were but a few days’ journey to the sca.
They showed no signs of alarm at our appcarance ;
nor did they express more than surprise at the sound
of our fire-arms, though one of our hunters killed an
cagle in their presence. A most uncomfortable
succession of rainy weather increased the difficultics
of our journey: we were often drenched to the skin,
and obliged to halt to dry our clothes. This- part
of the country is intersected with rivulets, lakes,
and swamps. -

All our guides having deserted us, we were at a
loss which way to procced ; and under great appre-
hensions from the natives, who, unapprised of our
approach, or the design of our journey, might mis-
d take us for enemics, and treat us as if we were s0.
In this statc of uncasiness and doubt, we suddenly
came o a house built in a verdant plain, ncar the
side of the river. Mr. Roseberry, with his usual
courage, entered it alone. The women and children,
on bebolding him, uttcred the most horrid shrieks,
believing that they were attacked by cnemies, and
that they should be all immediately massacred. A

man
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man that was with them fled out at a back door, be-
fore Mr. Roscberry could prevent his flight.

A display of beads.and trinkets, with gentleness of-
manners, gradually allayed their apprehcnéions, and
prevailed with the women to bring back the man,
who, after repeated efforts, returned with a com-
_ panion, who harangued us in a very loud tone of

voice, The purport of Iris address was, that he trust-
ed in our mercy, and we might Kkill him if it was our
pleasure; though he hoped for our friendship, rather
than our enmity. Having conciliated them by gifts,
the first man and his son agreed to accompany us;
and; that they might not be burdensome, they sup-
ported themselves by fishing, and the inner bark of
trees, that they stripped off with a thin piece of bone.

"Ehis food is very agreeable to them, and is of a glu-
tinous quality, with a clammy, sweet taste.

" " ©ur path now wound over the mountains ; some-
times climbing the steep ascents, then descending
their rugged sides. The fatigue of this laborious
march wasalleviated by the assurance of our guides,
that, at the termination of this high- range, we
should reach the occan. 'We passed a number of
bouses, but never saw one in this country without
a tomb belonging 1o it. Our present guides were
very communicative ; from them we learned that
they sometimes burned their dead, except the
larger bones, which are rolled up in bark, and
hung on poles near the tomb. On other occa-
sions they bury the corpse, and when the szme

family
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family loscs another relation, the remains of the
person last interred are taken out of the grave and
burned: so that the individuals of the same family
make room for'cach other, and one tomb serves a
wholc race through succceding generations.

The face of the country contiuued much as I last
_described it. 'We met with several rivers of dif-
ferent magnitudes: some we forded, and others w=
crossed on rafts; though, if the carrent was not {00
strong, I generally preferred swimming, an exercise

in which I am become very expert. .
‘We were joined by a numerous party of men,
women, and children, of a most friendly disposi-
tion, who said they were going on a fishing cxpe-
dition ; and as their road was the same as ours,
they offered to travel in company, which was very
agreeable to us. Their aspect was very pleasing,
and their complexion fairer than the tribes ‘we had
hitherto seen; perhaps because their skins were in
a more cleanly condition. The women wore their
 hair tied in large loose knots over the ears, and
neatly plaited from the division of the head. These
tresses were intermingled with beads, disposed
with some degree of taste. The men were dressed
in leather, and their hair nicely combed. Every
wman, woman, and child, carried a load of beaver-
coating and parchment, skins of the otter, marten,
bear, lynx, and dressed moose-skins, in proportion
{o their strength, which they intended ‘to ‘barter
with the people of the sea-coast, who sell them to
white




406

white men that visit these parts, as they told us, in
canoes like floating houses. At noon we sat down
on a pleasant green spot, to partake of our allowance
of pemican, with” wild parsnips for our sauce,
‘Whilst we were thus employed, the leader of thc
party and one of his companions engaged in a sort
of game. They had cach a bundle of about fifty
small sticks, neatly polished, of the size of a quill,
and five inches long : some of these sticks had red
lines round them, and as many of these as one of the |
players chose, were curiously rolled up in dry grass,
and his antagonist lost or won, according as he
guessed their number and marks. The loser parted
with a bow and arrows, and several other articles.
A sudden caprice determined our new companions
to change their route, and transfer us to other guides;
though not till they' had increased our exhausted
store of provisions, by a kettle of boiled fish ros,
mixed, to the thickness of a pudding, with strong,
rancid oil. These strangers led us through woods §
to the banks-of another river that flowed from the
mountain: the country beyond it was swampy, and
encumbered with a multitude of fallen trees.
Having passed this tract, we began to ascend;
and though surrounded by mountains covered with
snow, we were much teased with musquitoes. In
one of the valleys, at the foot of a mountain, we saw
a great number of moles; and presently afterwards
perceived many ground  hogs, and heard them

whistle in every direction. 'We now gained a
" barren
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barrcn summit, unenlivened with verdure or shrubs.
Here we wcre attacked by a violent hurricane of
wind, bail, rain, and suow, and could find no other
shelter than the lecward side of a huge rock. A
stupendous mountain rose before us, whose snow-
clad summit was lost in the clouds; but the river
to which our course was directed rolled between
us and it. As we procceded, we seemed to leave
the mountains and descend into the level country ;
and, in our -way, saw larger and loftier elder
and cedar trees than we had ever seen in any
country.

We followed the tract of our guides, who had
gone before us, to a village, where we arrived late
in the evening. Mr. Roseberry, with his accus-
tomed courage, entered the first house, without
‘waiting for an invitation. The people were busy
in cooking fish : they directed us by signs to go toa
large house, -erected on upright posts, at some dis-
tance from the ground. A :broad piece of timber,
with steps cut in it,. formed the entrance, by which
we ascended, and passed three fires, at equal dis-
tances, in the middle of the building. Several
people, seated upon a very wide board, at the upper
end of it, received us kindly, and directed a mat to
be placed before Mr. Roseberry, Mr. Franklin, and
myself; and then brought a roasted salmon for each
of us, dlstmguxshmg us from our people, to-whom
they gave only half our portion. Our meal was
finished by two large dishes of salmon roes, pounded
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fine; -one beatup with-waier to-a fine -cream, the
other flavoured:with gooseberﬂcs, -amd an herb that
‘we took. for worvel.  In the morning #ey regaled
us again! with rosted salmen, snd smalt ‘frmts, such
-as gooschetries,” whirtleberries, -and raspberries;
nd, instead of bread, the'driedt roes of fish. The
river abounds with-salmon, ‘which seems’‘to form
the chief riches of 1he people;-as-: well-as o supply
them - with -the prmc:pa! part ‘of theit food. In
- order o’ secure:a quantity of this fish, they have
‘vontrived an emban‘kment ‘or ‘weir, constructed with
great mgenultyracross the river, near wlrich they
‘place their ma’chines, ‘beth ‘above and ‘below the

weir, ‘Fhewater 6f this river resembtes ass’s milk,
"-which “Mr. Frankdii attributed to the hmestone
through -whith it passes. - Fhere is another specics
of fish fourid there, called dilly: it is broader than
1he salmon, -its coleur is mchned to-grey, ‘and it
Has ahunch - onits'back : the: fesh is-white, -but
ot well-flaveired. The jaw #wd “tedth of this
anismal restinble that of a dog' ;- and the teetlr bend
snward, like the elaws of  bird of prey. The tribe
that inhabit the Fnendly Village; (for'so we:named
_it,) ‘scem tocheld all kinds of animal’ food, except
fish, in -abhorrence;- 'nny, so- far do they carry
Uheir: sapersﬁubhs ideas.‘on -(His" point; ‘that they
were ‘mot illing o permit s to epavt by water,
fest we should'drive the 'fisty feot the:Fiver;. By the
smaell of :venison 4n fhe canoe.” As.  they supplied
~us liberally with salmon, ‘we left ot vehison, in
order
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" order.to give them satisfaction, and took our lmwer
in a-canoe procured. from the natives:

I cannet relate the ‘progress of our Joumey,
without first describing the'dress of our: hospitablet
friends, which consists of a single robe, tied over:
the shoulders, reaching behiad to the heels, and:
before only to the knees, with-a deep fringe round
the bottom. These fobes are generaily made of the:
bark of the cedar tree, which is prepared as fine as
hemp: some of them are interwoven with strips
of the sea-otter skin, that gives them the appcararnce: ‘
of a fur on one side. In addition to this robe, the:
women: wear & close fringe, hanging down before in
the shape of an apron. The men smear their hair,
which is worn im:plaits, with oil and red earth,
which renders it impracticable toitise a comb; they
have,. therefore, a small stick, tied by a string toone -
lock; to scratch: their heads when they are trouble-
some. They carry their children ina cradle slung
over one shoulder, which is made of a framie fixed'
to a board, and:lined with moss. In rainy weather,
instead of a.great coat, the:men defend themselves
from -the wet by a garment, something like a
smock-frock, made of matting; that throws off the'

With: no small reluetance we left these benevo-
lent strangers; who deputed seven of their coun-
trymen to navigate our-canoe, and attend us to the
next village, which was. sitaated at the distance of
some: miles. . Their skill in managing the canoe

, T . exceeded
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exceeded that of our Canadians, who are (hought
te excel most ather nations in that art.
. Our guides, 'as on former occasions, went before,
.t) give notice of our approach to the inhabitants of
the village near which we landed. The expectation
of our.arrival put them into extreme confusion ;-and
~ when we enfered, they were running, armed, from
house to house, as if preparing to receive.an enémy.
Mt. Roseberry, as our chief, walked up to them
with undaunted resolution, which quieted their
apprehensions : they laid down their weapons, and
crowded .round us with the most curious attention,
‘Whilst we “were thus pressed on all sides, an
elderly ‘man broke from. the multitude, and .took
~ Mr. Roseberry in his arms, which rather alarmed
us who were bebind_him: -but we ourselves ‘were
presently treated in' the same manner by others,
when we discovered that these’ embraces: were
designed as a welcome; ‘and, - as a-further token of
good will, .a young man pul!ed off-a’ handsome
robe-of sea-otter skin, and placed iton Mr. Rose-
berry. The chief, by his authority, deliveted us
~ from the troublesome curiosity -of the: pepulace,
and conducted us to his own house, which was
larger, and formed of better materials, than-the
rest. He directed mats to be spread before it, tipon
which we:were desired to sit; -whilst.-he and his
counsellors placed themselves opposite to us, and
the people kept a respectful distance. . In the space
between: us, mats of very neat quality were laid,
. which
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which served us for a table-cloth ;" and we had a
sfall roasted. salmon put before each of us. We

ere next treated with cakes made of the inner
rind of the hemlock-tree sprinkled with oil, which
are esteemed a great delicacy by the natives. = At
close of day we were permitted to retire to a lodge
erccted for us. ' ' o

Salmon is their principal ‘food, and abundantly
supplied from the river, where we saw thousands
of them strung on cords, and fastened to stakes
fixed in the water. They are as superstitious as
their neighbours with respect to the river, and
would not suffer us to dip our kettle in it, lest the
smell of iron shoald drive away the fish. It is likely
. that we often misunderstood their meaning, as none
of our interpreters understood their language; con-
sequenily, we could have no means of conveying
our thoughts to each other but by signs.

The whole village contained only four clevated
‘houses, and seven built on the ground ; besides a
great many shieds, which served for kitchens and for
curing their fish.” The four houses that were raised
on posts were of great length and breadth. In the
middle were several hearths; ~ whioh not only
warm the apartment, but are used for cooking the
fish. 'The whole length’ of the. building is divided
by cedar planks into small apartments. On_ poles
that run along the beams, hang roasted fish ; and the
roof is covercd with boards and bark, except a few

‘ T2 open
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- open spaces.on.each side of: the ridge pole, left 1o
admit the light and let the smoke escape. »

Near .the dwelling: of the chief were_several
.oblong squarcs, built of thick cedar boards, and
painted with hieroglyphics and figures of different
animals, appropriated, as we supposed, to /a{ts of
devotion, such as sacrifices, &c. Therc fas. also,
in- the middle of the village, a large; o;éﬁuilding,
that I should call a temple, though rudely built, .
supported by pests cut out info human figures in
different, attitudes. At one time we observed four
heaps of salmon, each consisting of several hundred
fish, piled up before the door of the chief’s house.
Sixteen womnen were employed in preparing and
cleaning them. After the head is cat off, it is
boiled, and the flesh is partly cut from the back
bone, which is immediately roasted. The rest of
the flesh is also roasted and kept for future use.

As the last act of hospitality, the chief ordercd
out his own large canoe, -1 convey us on our
voyage. In this vessel, he {old us, he formerly
went a vast way, with forty of his people, towards
the mid-day sun, where he saw two huge vessels
full of white men. This canoe was. black, and
adorned -with representations of different kinds of
fish, painted white :- the gunwhale was inlaid with
the teeth-of the sea-otter. . We embarked in it, with
several of the natives, and proceeded by a very
rapid current, interrupted by some cascades. - We
passed a few villages and detached houses, at which

A We
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we occasionally landed. The inhabitants of oné of
them were engnged in different employments. Some
of the women were beating tlie inner rind’ of the
cedar bark, to a state’resembling flax ; others were
spirfing with a distaff and a spindle. Onc of them
was weaving a robe of this material, intermixed
with stripes of the sca-olter, on & frame placed
against the side of the house. Themen were fishing
with drag-nets between two canozs. These nets are
forced by poles to the bottom, the current driving
them before it. Thus the satmon are intercepted by
their nets, : and by their strgggles give notice wheu
(hcy are caucrht.
Here the river is divided into numerous chanuels,
~‘which discharge into an a¥m of the sca. Porpoises,
seals, and sea-otlers, were sporting in the water;
and one of our hantess shot.a-white-headed eagle.
Our stock of provisions running very low, and the
matives we had lately seen not oﬁ'enng us a share of
theirs, we were obliged to make 3 mreal upon &
porcupine, boiled in small pieces.” The coast is
intersected with bays and inlets, and appeared to
be tolerably inhabited, by the number of canoes
that we saw paddlmrr near the shore.

“We fook our station’ on a projecting rock, shel-
tered from the weéather bW ’
fended from any attack fi natives, by the
dlﬂiculty of getting to it; which seemed a me-

essary precaution, as they did not appear well in-
clined towards us, from the misrepresentations of
S T3 a quarrelsome
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a quarrelsome fellow, and two or three of Lis com-
rades, who inhabited the islands, and carried on a
trade in cedar bark, fish spawn, copper, iron, and
_ beads, which they barter for roasted salmon, hem-
lock-bark cakes, and cakes make of salmon rocs,
sorrel and bitter berries.

Havmg condncted you to the ocean, I must also
brmg this long epxsde to a conclusion, -and leave it
16 Mr. Franklin to relate the events that befel us at
~ this place, with some farther remarks on the inha-
bitants, Farewcll.

ARTHUR MIDDLETON.

-

W :

LETTER XLV.

‘_ . M"" Franklin to Edwin Middleton.

Mackensic's Outlet.
"My DEAR Eoww,

IN order to complete our narrative, I
musi continue- Arthur’s account of our reception
gmongst the mhabxtants of the coast of the Pacific
Ocean, who are a very different pe0ple from the
Indians in the interior parts of the country. Their
‘complexion is between the olive and the copper.
Thcxr small grey eyes have a tinge of red; and

tLeir
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their heads are formed like a wedge, which arises
' from._the cnstom of ‘enclosing -the heads- of infants
in boards covered with leather, till they attain that
shape. Many of their habits and modes of life differ
also much from the interior tribes, as you must have
observed by your brother’s account, Ouc morning,
as ‘we ‘were consualting on the plan of our return to
Fort Chepewyan, a young chief, who had accom-
panied us as-a guide, approached our encampment,
with-joy and astonishment in his conntenance, tefls
ing us that some of our countrymen had arrived in
a huge canoe, which lay behind a point of land in
the channel to the south-west of us; and, asa
proof of the truth of this story, he showed us an
Iinglish: -halfpenny, - which "he “had received for
some small fruit. You may believe this intelligencé
was very agreeable {o all our party. The idea of
meeting, ia this remote part of the world, people
whose mauners resembled our own, and whose in-
terests were the same; was an inexpressible pleasure.
‘We soon followed the young chief to.the shorey
where we saw a beat full of white men, attempting
to land ; and amongst the busiest of the crew, a
negro, in whonr Arthur soon recognized his. faithful
Sancho. The vessel was an’ American trader, fram
the port of Salem; and the ebject of the voyage; -
the skins of tbe sea-otter, which they purposed to
dispose of at Canton ‘in:China. Sancho had in-
vested his little capital in a share of the cargo: and
in order o traffic with it to the best advantage,
T4 ' made
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.made the voyage in person. The interchange -of
expressions of regard -and . salisfaction, -between
Arthur and Saocho, I leave you to imagine. .
- They had no sooner landed, than the natives
fleckcd about them; and, from our unaited nvm-
bers, treated us with more respect than they. had
done before their-arrival. ‘A traffic now took place
between these strangers and the natives. The
farmer collectod a-considerable number of ssa-otter
skias; to srhich they added:those of some other ani-
mials;. ‘whilst the ship’s crew displayed an assort-
ment of kaives, scissars, looking-glasses, guns, iron
pois amd kettles, and ather: utensils for demestic
parposos; -besides trinkets.and beads. W hilst they
were making their bargains, it occurred to me, that
if, by ‘the good offices of Sancho, Arthur and I
coudd precure a passage to Canton, it was likely we
sheadd miect there with an .Indiaman, that would
convey s to-our mative counteys as we bad aow:
cxgplored -the -principal cisilized paris: of North
- Ameéric, and:] had mo inclination to seturn threugh
ke saroe unoultivated tract that we had lately passed
from Fort Chepewyan. I felt a reluctauce in leaving
8r. Roseberry to struggle with the difficulties of
such a journey alone; but he was so well convinced
- of the prepriety of the measure, that be over-ruled
my scraples. - The captain is a- well-disposed man,
and readily agrees with our propesal. If the wind
be fair, we shall sail in a few days, and leave this
coutinent, which has presented us with such a suc.
cession
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cession of different scemes, perhaps for ever. A
recapitulation: of the leading features of the <hicf
districts of the country, may not be amiss, after the
minute recitals: you have received-of our- tmvels, in
this long and varied excarsion.

- 'The southern states ave nch in vecetab%e pro-
dncuons, and abeund in animdds of various kinds.
They are inkabited by cultivators of tebacce, rice,
and-corn, who enjoy, ia aluxurious modeof life, the
produce of the dabour. of -the. wretchod megro stave.
The newly established 'settlements to the westward
are furnished liberally with- nrataral productiens.
They possess a warm climate, immense forests, and
anagaificent rivers. . The staple commedity is-cetton,
which .is easily raised by the inhabitants, -whese
manners are simple and.laborious, and who.feel'an
independence from: the- equality of their ocondition.
¥ast tracts of this country are occupied by Indian
nations, who are supported by lbe lnboars of tke
ckaee. RERERE

.. The middle provinees are in.a Iuch state of cnl-
turatton, and present many large, populous towns,
grown rich by trade, manufactures, and commerce.
The useful arts of life, in great variety, occupy and
earich the people; who are mere polished -and
laxurious than those who live to the westward of the
Allegany Mountains, but less so than the wealthy
planters of the southern states. '

The eastern coast is a woody, fertile tract, yxeldmg
pasture to- BUIErous: -herds of cattle, which, with the

timber
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timber of the forests, and the fish of the ocean, form
the trcasures and occapation of a hardy racé of men,
who are cither graziers, wood-culters; or sailors.
The lakes, Tivers, and cataracts: of Camada, are
on the grandest scale. The extremes of winter and
summerare felt in this climate, but no middle season.
'The manners.of the people, like their descent, are of
French origin, and retain strong’ marks of - their
ancient cusfoms.. A happy, social, lively-disposition
is their characteristic, and appeass in ‘all ranks;
from-the merchant in furs;..{the great article of their
commerce,) 10 the men who row-the boafs on the
mighty. St. -Lawrence....: The; numerous- tribes of
Indians tha; live:in the neighlidurheod of the settles
ments, sapply the Canadians . witi:the- furs of
diZbrent animals, whicli they. often’ procure from
vast distances, in. the interior parts of the country.
_The northern- portion of- the: continent, that
extends to Hadson’s Bay, and:reaches. westward to
the Pacific Ocean, is inbabited by wandering tribes
of. Indians,. who: do- nog:cultivate the- earth; but
procure a precarious’ subsistence: from; the chace
of wild. animals,. the-fish of: the rivers,. fruits. that
grow spontaneously; bark of trees, &c:. - Nor would
the soil repay: the labour. of the farmer; for- so
ungenial is: the <lirate; that the grouid:is never
thawed at the-depth of a few. feet below the surface;
" not even in the height of the short summer that
enlivens the dreariness of this: barren tegion. .-
.The wind is changed in.our favour, and to-morrow.
: is




419

is fixed for our departure.. Our friends espect the
remainder of our time, which compels me 1o say
adieu. - : '

H. FRANKLIN,
) /

Mr. Franklin and Ins youncr companion {ook an
affectionate: leave -of Mr. Roscbefry, and, with a
degree of regret, departed from a country, where,
the course of their excursions, . they had reccived
many instances of hospitality, and: had formed a
friendship with persens of worth,and intelligence.

Nothing remarkable happencd. in their voyage
to Canton, except an accident that gave Sancho
an opportunity of testifying bis gratitade and at- -
tachment. fo his young .master and benefactor.
Arthur, being an excellent swimsmer, ‘was accus-
tomed frequently to indulge himself with a plunge
into the sea. On one of these occasions he was
alarmed with the approach of a ‘voracious shark,
from whose attack there scemed mo possibility. of
escape. Sancho, hearing his shrieks,. jumped into -
the water, and,. fearless. of danger, rescued his
terrified friend, hy his supenor dexterity, and
brought him on his back in safety to theship. This
fortunate deliverance strengthened the mutual regard
of Arthur and Sancho, as cach had received from -
the other the most signal benefit, and rendered their
obligations equal; though there was still a disparity
in tbeu circumstances, which Sancho never forgot,

observing
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" observing the most respectfal conduct towards his
~ Jiberator; who, on his side, endeavoured, by every
condescending attention, to diminish the distiniction
between them. They had both warm hcarts, dis-
posed to the impressions of gratitude, and were
never satisfied with discharging the obhn'ahons lhey
had: received.

* Oar travellers found an English vessel ‘at Canlan,
teady to sail, in which they embarked, and had a.
favourable voyage te England, where they had the
satisfaetion of mceting their.friends in good health,
delighted with their return, and ‘testifying their joy
by the tenderest nrarks of affection.

Mrs. Middleton vmwed the growth and- fmprove-

ment of her sov; who was nearly become a man,
with anspeakable pleasure. His sisters and brother
pathered rourd him, each asking numberless ques.
tions, in too quick sucoession to wait for a reply.
After the first transports were over, a calm succeed-
ed, that gave Arthur'an epportunity of fully satisfy-
ing- their curiosity. - 'The cvents of his journey
fernished topics of conversation for a very long
time, and afforded a varicty to the amusemenis of
‘thxs happy famil; y :

ITINERARY.
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PHILADELPHIA

New Jersey and Delaware

“Trenton

Burlington

Dover

Wilmington

Schuylkill, crossed

Chester -

. Wilmington

Havre de Grace—Susque-
hannah .

Baltimore

Washington—Patowmac

George Town

Alexandria

Falls of the Patowmac

Mount Vernon, the seat of
General Washington.

Monticello, the seat of Mr.
Jefferson.

Rock Bridge

Madddison’s Cave

Passage of the Patowmac,
across the Blue Ridge

Washington B

Hoe's Ferry

Virginia

Richmond—~James River _

Williamsburg

York

L

Hampton—James River

Norfolk—James River

Dismal Swamp

North Carolina

Newbern

South Carolina

Charlestown—Ashley and
Coaper Rivers .

East Florida

Savanna

Sunbury

South Carolina Islands

Alatamaha River

Fort Barrington

. St. Mary’s River
. St. John'’s River

St. Augustine
Lake George

‘Yaskawila

Territories of the Seminole
and Muskogee Indians

Talahasochte—St. Juan

Apalachucla

Talassee

West Florida

"River Schambe

Taensa
Mobile
Pensacola
Pearl River
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Pearl Island

New Orleans .

Mississippi River

Manchac

The Natches

River Tenessee .

Nashville—River Cumber-
lIand

State of Tenessce

Roaring River

Territory of the Cherokees

Kingston

Knoxville

Fort Blount

Greenville

Jonesborough

Allegany Mountains

Blue Ridge,

Mountains of Linneville

Morgantown

State of Kentucky

Harrodsburgh

Lexington

Paris R

Killesburgh

‘Washington, near Ohio.

Voyage on the Ohio

Point Pleaéaht, above the
Mouth of the Great Ken-
haway.

Alexandria and Gallipoli, on
the Ohio. =~ = '

Marietta, Wheeling, West
Liberty Town—Conflu-
ence of the Ohio and the
‘Muskingham.

Pittsburg — Confluence cf
the Monangahela and
Allegany.

- Greensburgh

Ligonier’s Valley

Laurel Hill_

Bedford

R. Juniata

Shippensburgh

Carlisle

York

Lancaster

Harrisburgh ,

Sunbury—Susquehannah

Northumberland

Bethlehem, a Morayian Set-
tlement.

Nazareth

Easto'n—Conﬁuence of Le-
high and Delaware.

State of New Jersey

Hatchetstown

Morristown—R. Rariton

Fall of the Posaick’

New York

Long:Island

Stainford

Fairficld

Newhaven

Middleton

Harford

Norwich!

Connecticut

New London

Rhode Island

Providence

Kingham
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Kinghan

Boston—Capital of New
England N

Salem ’

Marblehead:

Gloucester

Cape-Ann

Newbury Port’

R. Merrimack -

Portsmeuth

Dover

Exeter

Derham

R. Piscataqua

Portland

Brunswick

Wiscasset .

R. Kennebeck

Penobscot

Boston

Marlborsugh

R. Connecticut

Northampton

‘Green Mountains

Pittsfietd

Hancock Mountain

New Lebanon

Albany

Cohoz

Hudson, or N. River

Saratoga

Fort Edward

Fort Anne

Skeenesborough

I:ake Champlain

Ticonderago

Crown Point
Canada

St, John’s |

La Prairie
Montreal
Sorelle

Quebec

Trois Rivieres
R. St. Lawrénce
La Chine
Cochanonaga Village
R. Attawas

_Lake of a Thousand Islands

Kingston

Lake of Ontario
Newark, or Niagara
Falls of Niagara
Fort Chippeway
Fort Erie

Lake Erie
Middle Island
Detroit River
District of Malden
Detroit

-Lake Huron—Saganaum

Bay—Manatoulin Isjes
Michillimackinack
Course of the Traders from
La Chine to Michillimac~
kinack
Portage de Chaudiere
R. Rideau
Lac des Chaudieres
Portage des Chats
‘Grand Calumet
Lake Coulonge
! Riviere




Riviere Creuse -
- R. du Moine
Lake Nepisingui
R. des angois
Lake Huron
Michillimackinack
_ Falls of St. Mary.
_ Lake Superior
Grande Portage
Lake de Ia Pluie
Outarde Pnrtage

Lake de la Sagaigan-

Galet du Bonnet
Lake Winnipec
Red River
Portage de Traité
Portage des Morts.
Isle 2 Ja Crosse

Portage 1a Loche -
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Fort Chepewyan

Peace River

Slave River

Great Slave Lake

Red-knife Indians

Horn Mountain

Great Bear Lake River

Hare Indian3

Quarreilers

River full of Islands, dn-
charging its waters jnto
the Ocean.

Return to Chippewyan

Peace River

Peace Point

DBeaver Lodge Mounlam

Progress westw ard

Qcean.
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