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EDUCATION OFFICE, HALIFAX, Jone, 1866.

Toe Council of Public Instruction has deemed it expedient to issue, for
general circulation and reference, the following edition of the Law con-
cerning Public Schools. If the Act of 1865, and the Amendment of 1866,
were published separately, the Council is of opinion that much trouble and
.- inconvenience would be incurred by school officers and the people generally,
from being compelled on every occasion to compare the one with the other,
in order to determine what portions of the old Act are still in force, and
what portions are repealed. In order to obviate this, and to give, in a clear
and connected form, the amended provisions of the law, all the repealed
portions of the Act of 1865 are omitted, and each amendment is inserted in
its proper place, under the subject to which it relates. The chief amend-
ments, except those referring specially to the city of Halifax, are printed in
italic letters.

The following sections and parts of sections do not come into operation
until the THIRD MONDAY IN OCTOBER next, viz.:—Sec. 6 (15); sec. 17;
the part of sec. 18 in italics; sec. 19; sec. 20; the part of sec. 42 in italics.
Sec. 20 may, however, be acted upon at once, as specified in sec. 41.

For the information of sections having school-houses owned in shares, the
Act to authorize the sale of the same is appended. See page 20.

The Comments and Regulations of the Council have been revised in ac-
cordance with the amended law.

The Public School service is to be regulated and conducted, on and after
the third Monday in October next, agreeably to the amended Law and
Regulations herein published.

By order.
T. H. RAND,
Superintendent of Eduoation.



ALPHABETICAL INDEX OF LAW.

(The numbers refer to the Sections of the Law.)

A

Anzuan Meerive.—How convened, 25.
How organized, 26. Powers of, 26, 29.

APPARATUS.—See Books.

AssessMENT.—On County for Schools, 19.

On section, for schcol purposes, 20, 41.
On city of Halifax for do., 49 (4).

Books.—How prescribed, 6 (7). To be
supplied to Trustees at half cost, 6 (15).
Record of to be kept by Secy. to Trus-
tees, 44 (4). Care of by teacher, 45 (7).

Borper SecrioN.—Defined, 1 (2). Return
of, 38 (10).

Borrowine MoNEY.—34, 38 (4).
fax city, 49 (7).

Bounparies or Skcrions.—How altered,
13 (1). Record of, 17 (3). Evidence
of, in Courts of Law, 47.

c

Crerk oF Prace.—To assess County for
Schools, 19. To notify Supt. of Ed. and
Inspector of sum so assessed, 21. To
affix amount of property of rate-payers
on list, and fee for same, 38 (3). Bond of
Secy. to Trustees to be lodged with, 42.

CouuissioNERS.—Appointment of, 5, Pow-
ers of, 13 (1)-(7) ; 14. Time of meet-
ings of, how fixed, 6 (4). Special meet-
mis of, 6 (4), 8. To decide on legality of
schools, 11. To certify distributions,
12.  Appeals from decisions of, how de-
termined, 6 (9).

CorPoraTIONS AND COMPANIES.—Property
of, subject to sectional assessment, 24,
Couxen. or PusLic InstrUCTION.— How

formed, 2. Powers of, 6 (1)-(15).

Counry.—Term “County” to apply to
Districts holding Gen{zral Sess‘;gn}; of
the Peace, 23.

County Acapemizs—How regulated, 6
&10). fSll;p((:l;vis;onSof, 7 (1). Inspec-

on o ; 6. ecial grant to, 18
and Schedule B. e

Counry l_i‘UND.-—How levied, drawn, and
gpportmned, 19. Amountof,dneschools
in May, to be loaned from Treasury, 22.

In Hali-

D
Districr.—Defined, 1 (3). List of Die-
trict, Schedule A.
E

EpucatioNal. JourNaL—Publication and
circulation of, 6 (15).

ExaMmivers.— Provincial, how appointed,
6 (1). License from, valid for whole
Province, 45. Commitlee of Disiriet,
Chairman, how appointed, 6 (1). Other
members, 9. Meetings and pay of, 15.
Duties of, 16 (1)-(3). Appeals from
decisions of, how determined, 6 (9).

ExeMpTIONs.—School officers, while em-
ployed. exempt from certain duties and
taxes, 48. lergymen aad ministers
exempt from school taxes under $2000,
46.

Houays.—How regulated, 6 (6). Schools
to receive no allowance for being in
session during, 19.

1
InspECTORS.—HoOW appointed, 6 (2). Sal-
ary of, 17. Duties of, 17 (1)-(13).

InstrruTES OF TEACHERS—Superintendent
to hold, 7 (4).

L

LiBrariss.—Books for, how prescribed, 6
(7). Regulations for, how made, 6 (13.)
Grant for, 6 (I3).

L
Mars.—See Bools.

NorMaL ScrooL.—Principal and Teachers
of, how appointed, 4. Regulations for,
how made, 6(1). Admission certificates,
how obtained, 16 (2). Travelling ex-
penaes of teachers attending, 6 (14).

P

Poor Secrions.—How designated, 19, Spe-
cial aid to, 19 ; 18 ; 6 (I3).
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Pupnis.—To be admitted free, 35 (5). Clas-
sification of, 36 ; 37; 45 (4). May be
suspended or expelled, in certain cases,
38 (6). Trustees may admit from other
sections, 33.

RATE-PAYERS.— Definition, 1 (4). To de-
cide amount to be raised for school pur-
poses, 20, 26. Meetings of, 25, 30. Spe-
cial Meetings of, 38 (8), 41. Requisi-
tion of, 30, 41.

ReaisTERs.—How prescribed, 6 (8). How
distributed, 17 (8). To be kept by teach-
ers, 45 (3). To be preserved, 44 (3.)

Returys.—Blanks, how distributed, 17
(8). To be made by trustces, 38 (10).
To be certified by teacher, 45 (12).
Penalty for false, 13 (3), 45 (12).

S

Seroors.—To be free, 35 (5). Grading of,
35 (5) (¢)-(f); 36. Notice of opening
of, 38 (2).

Scroor-mouses.—Sites of, 35 (4). Chang-
ing sites of, 40. Selection of designs
for, 38 (4). Plans for, how prescribed,
6, (7). Trustees may insure, 50. May
be.condemned as unfit, 13 (2).

ScaooL AccommopaTioN.—Extent of, ac-
cordine to No. of pupils in section, 35
(5 (a)-(f).

ScrooL YEAR anD TerMs.—Defined, 51.

SBCRETARY To TrUSTEES.— How appointed,
85 (1). Togive bond 42. Commissions
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of, 43. Duties of, 44 (1)-(6). To col-
lect sums assessed on rate-payers, 20.

Spectal.  MEETINGS.—Of Commissioners,
how convened, 6 (4), 8. Of Rate-pay-
ers, how convened, 38 (8), 41.

SvepERIOR  ScuooLs.—How regulated, 6
(10). Report of Inspector on, 17 (6.)
Grant for,.18.

SuPERINTENDENT.— How appointed, 3. Sa-
lary of, 7. Duties of, 7 (1)-(8).

T

Teacaers.—Regulations for classifying,
how made, 6 (3). How examined, 16
(1). Must hold license, 45. Duties of,
45 (1)-(12). Grants to several classes
of,18. Number exaployed to be propor-
tioned to number of pupils, 35 (5) (a)-
(f). Trustees may suspend or dismiss
in certain cases, 39. License of, may
be cancelled in certain cases, 13 (5).

Trestees.—How elected, 29, 38 (8). How
appointed in certain cases, 13 (7), 30.
To assess amount voted by rate-payers,
20. To call special meetings, 30, 41.
Powers of, 32, 33, 34, 39, 40,50. Duties
of. 35 (1)-(5) (), 36, 37, 38 (1)-(10), 41.
Penalty for refusing to act, 31. Appeals
from decisions of, how determined, 6 (9);
39.

v
Vacarions.—See Holidays.

VIs1ToRs OF Scuoors.—Members of Legis-
lature, ministers of religion, and magis-
trates, to be, 46. Register to be open
to inspection of, 45 (3).



The Law concerning Public Schools.

BE it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Assembly,
as follows :— ‘

1. The following terms used in this Act shall mean as pegnition of
herein defined : Terms.

(1.). “8Section.” That portion of territory the school or
schools of which may be presided over by a Board of Trustees,

[except where the context shall exclude such definition].

(2.) “Border section.” A section embracing portions of
two or more districts.

(8.) “District.” That portion of territory the schools of
which may be under the general supervision of a Board of
Commissioners, except where the context shall exclude such
definition.

(4.) “Rate-payer. Any resident of a section rated in re-
spect of real or personal property in the county rate-roll.

2. The members of the Executive Council shall form a gyunenofpu-
Council of Public Instruction, five of whom shall be a quorum. li¢Instruction,

8. The Governor in Council shall have power to appoint & g, . censent
Provincial Superintendent of Education, who shall also be of Education.
Secretary to the Council of Public Instruction.

4. The Governor in Council shall have power to appoint & pyineipa of
Principal of the Normal and Model Schools, at a salary not Normaland
exceeding twelve hundred dollars per annum, who shall ap- salary, &o.
goint such assistants, with the approval of the Council of

ublic Instruction, as may be found necessary. ,

5. The Governor in Council shall have power to appoint ¢ nuismionese.
seven or more Commissioners for each district named in the S
~annexed Schedule A, who shall form a Board of School Com-
missioners, of whom five shall be a quornm.

COUNCIL OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.

6. The Council of Public Instruction shall have power— . o =

(1.) To make regulations for the conduct of the Normal licInstruction—
School, prescribe the conditions of admission and graduation P
of pupil teachers, and. appoint Provincial Examiners to exam-
ine the same at the completion of each term, for the purpose
of awarding certificates to those found qualified ; said Provin- yo . aoacor.
.cial- Examiners to receive three dollars eagh per diem while
.actually engaged .in the work of examinastion, and necessary :
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Chairman of  travelling expenses to and from Truro; and also an Examiner
ners. for each district in the Province, who shall be Chairman of
, the Committee of District Examiners. )

Appointmentof  (2.) To appoint, upon the recommendation of the Superin-

Inspectors.  tendent of Education, an Inspector of Schools for each county
of the Province.

Regulations for  (3.) To prepare and publish regulations under which moneys

Yawingmoney: may be drawn and expended, and teachers classified.

Moeting of (4.) To fix the time of the semi-annual meeting of each

8chool Boards.  Bogrd of School Commissioners, and call special meetings of
any Board when deemed necessary.

Maxerulesto  (5.) To make such regulations for the guidance of School

Eraas ™ Boards as may seem best fitted to secure uniformity in their
proceedings.

To regulate (6.) To regulate the time in session, holidays and vacations

holidays, &¢.  of al} public schools.

To prescribe (7.) To prescribe, with the concurrence of the Superinten-

books, &¢. dent, suitable text-books and apparatus for all public schools,

proper books for school libraries, and plans for school houses.

Sohool registers l581) To prescribe the form of school registers for all public
schools.

To determine (9.) To determine all cases of appeal from the decision of

appeale from <. Commissioners, District Examiners, and Trustees, and make
such orders thereon as may be required.

Tomskereguis- (10.) To make regulations for constructing, locating, and

Hone Jor & controlling County Academies and Superior Schools, and to

Superior authorize ths payment of provincial grants to the same.

To armange for  (11.) To receive the recommendation of any inspector for

separate apart- geparate apartments or buildings in any section, for the different
sexes or different colors, and make such decisions thereon as
they shall deem proper.

To provide for (12). To make any provisions, not inconsistent with this

;’_.:{3‘;{;,(,, this 8Ct, that may be necessary to meet exigencies occurring under
its operation.

To draw grant  (13.) To draw from the treasury a sum not exceeding six-

for school libre- een hundred dollars for the establishment of school libraries,

Grant condi-  On the condition that any section raise a sum equal to the

Honal. amount sought from the Oouncil (consideration being given
to poor sections); the books to be selected from a general
catalogue authorized by the Council, and the libraries to be
managed under uniform regulations prepared by the Council,
and at all times to be open to inspection of the Superintendent,
Inspectors, and Examiners; and when the foregoing sum, or
any portion of it, remains undrawn, it may be applied for the
‘purchase of maps and globes, to be supplied to sections on the
same conditions as the fibrary books. :

Toarawpulio  (14.) To draw from the treasury, upon the requisition of

“Hrict axaminers, the Superintendent, a sum sufficient to pay the amount allowed

&o. to Provincial and District Examiners, and the expenses incurred
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by the Superintendent in furnishing printed instructions, blank

.forms, and copies of this act, as directed by law; and, also,
five cents a mile towards the travelling expenses of those to
whom District Examiners may give certificates of admission to
the Normal School.

(15.) The Council of Public Instruction shall have power to Scnool books,
draw annually from the treasury, upon the requisition of the Tae howbes.
Superintendent of Education, @ sum not to exceed ten thousand vided:

Jour hundred dollars ; to be applied by the Superintendent, under

the direction of the Council, to the purchase of prescribed school

books, maps, and apparatus, and the publication of an Educational

Journal ; the former to be supplied at half cost to trustees on their
presenting a certificate that the articles required are for the exclu-

stve use of public schools; and a copy of the Educational Journal aucational
shall be supplied gratuitously to eacﬁ Board of Trustees for theiy Jooma!
own and the Teacher’s use, and where there are more than one

licensed teacher employed, a copy to each such teacher; also, a copy

to each Inspector, Chairman of Examiners and of Commissioners.

SUPERINTENDENT.

7. The Superintendent of Education shall receive an annual superintendent.
salary of one thousand two hundred dollars, and four hundred famacec™™
dollars for travelling expenses and contingencies of office.

The Superintendent’s duties shall be as follows: Dauties of.

(1.) To have, subject to the Council of Public Instruction, to have super-
the general supervision and direction of the Inspectors, the Jisionofinspec.
Normal School, County Academies, Superior and Common
Schools.

(2.) To enforce the provisions of this Act and the regula- To enforce this
tions of the Council. aot.

(8.) To promote the establishment and efficiency of county To promote
acade?nies zfnd superior schools. Y s ko

(4.) To hold public meetings and institutes of teachers.  To hold meot.

(5.) To inquire and report respecting the qualifications of To‘:éport?m.
teachers and the management of schools, oo ©

(6.) To inspect, as often as possible, all the county acade- To inspect
mies, and, when directtd by the Council of Public Instruction, s xad -
any school receiving provincial aid. sohools.

(7.) To prepare printed instructions and blank forms for To prepare in-

purposes required by this act, and furnish them, together Hants, &s.
with copies of this act and the regulations of the Council, gra-
tuitously, to the Inspectors, Boards of Schoal Commissioners,
Trustees, and Teachers.

(8.) To make annually, for the information of the legis- To makesnnea
lature, & report on the state of the academies and schools ™P™
subject to his inspection and supervision, accompanied by full
statistical tables and detailed accounts of the expenditure of
the moneys appropriated by this act, and offer such suggestions
on educational subjects as he may deem proper. o
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COMMISSIONERS.

8. Each Board of Commissioners shall meet semi-annually
on the day appointed by the Council of Public Instruction,
and shall elect a chairman at the regular meeting in the
sutumn, who shall call a special meeting when required by
two members of the Board, or when directed by the Council
of Public Instruction. In case of a special meeting, the chair-
man shall notify the inspector of the same, and if the inspector
be unable to attend, the Board shall appoint a Secretary pro
tem. who shall record the proceedings of the meetings, and
preserve such record for the inspector, and transact any other
necessary business, as directed by the Board; and in case of
the absence of the chairman, the Commissioners may appoint
a chairman pro tem.

9. Each Board of Commissioners shall appoint two well
qualified District Examiners (who may or may not be members
of the Board), who shall co-operate with an examiner appointed
by the Council of Public Instruction, for the purpose of exam-
ing and licensing persons wishing to teach.

10. Each Board of Commissioners shall fix a day, which
shall be at least two days prior to the semi-annual meeting, on
or before which the returns of all common and superior schools
and the county academy shall be lodged at the district office
of the Inspector.

11. Each Board of Commissioners, at its semi-annual meet-
ing, shall receive the Inspector’s report as to the condition of
the schools of the district, and the Board shall examine the
several returns, and, if found satisfactory, they shall be marked
as approved by the Board, and shall be signed by both the
chairman and the inspector; and if from any just cause, as
specified in this act, the Commissioners shall withhold their
approval, they shall write upon the return their decision, with
the grounds thereof ; and all school returns shall be transmitted

" to the Superintendent of Education.

12. Each Board of Commissioners shall forward with the
semi-annual returns, district examiners’, and inspectors’ ac-
counts, a certificate, signed on behalf of the Board by the
chairman, and also by the inspector, stating that to the best of
their knowledge, the accompanying distributions of the county
school moneys have been made in accordance with the provi-

‘sions of this-act. .-

18. Each Board of Commissioners shall have power—
(1.) 1o create new school sections or alter existing boundaries
of sections by vote of two-thirds or upwards of the Commissioners

‘present at regular semi-annual meeting, the inspector having
‘been ammd‘zg ’

as to the propriety of the same, and to fix the time
when:such changes shall take effect, whether at once, in siz months,
or in a year; and the Comimissioners shall tn all cases have due
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regard to the number of children, and to the ability of each section
to support an efficient school ; but they shall mot divide towns and
villages umless by the special direction of the Council of Public
Instruction.

(2.) To declare, upon the Inspector’s report, or upon other To deciare
reliable information, the school house, or houses, or buildings g houses
used as such, unfit for school purposes, and shall forward such
declaration to the trustees of the section; and the Board shall penalty on sec-
thereafter withhold all county school moneys from any such jiop for nes-
section, if measures are not adopted whereby a suitable house
or houses may be provided according to the ability of the
section.

(8.) To withhold the county school momeys from any trustees To witbhold
presenting a false return, and they shall also withhold their gounty moneys
approval of any school returns forwarded by them to the Super-
intendent if it shall appear that the teacher has been immoral,
tncompetent, or mneglectful of duty, endorsing thereon explicitly
their reasons for recommending the non-payment ejther of all or a
portion of the Provincial grant to sygh said teacher.

(4.) To settle any disputes arisihg between the trustees and To settle dis-

* teacher, respecting the teacher’s salary or duty. ’ putes betwean
(5.) To cancel the license of any teacher under their charge, feschers, =~

who may become guilty of drunkenness or other gross im- pend teachers’
morality, and to suspend at their discretion the license of any '
teacher under their charge, for negligence of duty or incapacity,

and to notify the teacher of the same, and the trustees by whom

said teacher may be employed ; and the Board shall immediate- andtoreportto
ly acquaint the Superintendent of any such case, and of the enperintendent.
name, sex, and class of the teacher whose license shall have

been cancelled or suspended. o
(6.) To appoint trustees, or a trustee for any section, in To sppointtrus
cases as hereinafter provided. cases.

(7)) To. appoint a committee of not less than three of their To appoint a
number €5 perform the duties imposed on them by section thirty of Somemt wus
this act, and such committee, when . so appointed, is hereby tees
authorized to perform said duties.

14. Any person may convey or devise real estate to the commisstomers

- Commissioners for any district, and duly vest in the Commis- M8, hold real
sioners and their successors in office the legal estate therein,

1n trust, for the purpose of erecting and keeping in repair a

school house or houses thereon; and the Commissioners may

sue and be sued in respect thereof, but shall have no control

over any school house or houses on such lands as against the

trustees of the school section, or the inhabitants, other than

may be expressed by the conveyance or devise.

COMMITTEE OF DISTRICT EXAMINERS.

15. Each Committee of District Examiners shall meet in District exami.
ners — meetings

October and April in each year, for the examination of teach- of
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ers, and shall be entitled to receive a sum not to exceed two
dollars a day each, for every day actually engaged in examina-
tion ; the accounts to be approved by the Board of Commission-
ers, signed by the chairman and inspector, and forwarded to

" the Superintendent.

Duty of : To
examine {teach-
ers and grant
licenses.

Discretionary
power.

To grant certifi-
cates to teachers
wishing to at-
tend Normal
School.

To report names
of those to
whom licenses
have bee;
granted.

Inspectors — re-
gmnenﬁon of,
0.

Duty of.

- Toactasclerk of

school boards,
&o.

Shall give
bond.ui‘i

8hall keep re-
oord of school
sections.

16. It shall be the duty of the District Examiners—

(1.) To examine all applicants for license to teach, in
accordance with the mode and qualifications prescribed by the
Council of Public Instruction, and to grant a license to those
found qualified, satisfactory evidence of good moral character
having previously been received; but they may, in their dis-
cretion, grant a license to any teacher already holding one
from the Examiners in another district, without subjecting the
applicant to a formal examination.

(2.) To furnish, at the regular semi-annual examinations,
certificates of character, ability, and scholarship to worthy
applicants, capable of working at least the third class syllabus
of examination, who may wish to attend the Normal School,
indicating in any such certificate the division of the syllabus
worked by the applicant, and to transmit to the Superinten-
dent, on or before the first day of December and June in each
year, a list of the same, with the name and residence of each
applicant.

(8.) To report to the Board of Comrhissioners at the regular
meetings, and also to the Superintendent, the name, sex, and
class of each person to whom a license shall have been granted.

INSPECTORS.

17.  Each Inspector shall receive semi-annually from the trea-
sury the sum of one dollar and a half for each school inspected
by him during the half year, and for every teacher regularly em-
ployed in his county, a sum equal to five per cent. on one half the
average of the annual grants to the several classes of teachers as
8pecified in section eighteen of this act; also an allowance for
stationery, postage, and printing not to exceed ten dollars for each
Board of Commissioners of which he 8 clerk. It shall be the
duty of each Inspector—

(1.) To act as Clerk of each Board of Commissioners within
his county, and he shall deliver promptly to the parties in whose
Javor they are drawn, either personally or upon their written
order, all drafts received by him from the Superintendent of
Education or from the Board or Boards of Commissioners.

(2.) To give a bond to Her Majesty in double the sum
granted to his county, for the faithful discharge of the duties
of his office.

(8.) To keep a correct record of the boundaries of each
school section in his county, and furnish, from time to time,
amended copies of the same to the several sections.
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(4.) To visit and inspect half yearly each school and county mmspection of
academy within his county, and report fully upon its condition *2°°!*
to the Board .of Commissioners for the district in which it is
situate, in conformity with instructions received from the
Superintendent, and in case of failure to visit any school, to
indicate the fact and the cause in his report.

(5.) To furnish trustees and teachers such information as shal aid teach-
they may require respecting the operation of this act and the S norms
performance of their duties, and especially to assist teachers to tiod, &e.
improved methods of imparting instruction, classifying pupils,
and conducting schools.

(6.) To make special reports half yearly, as directed by the Haifyearly re-
Superintendent, upon the relative efficiency internally and For% on siee-
externally, of all Superior Schools in each district within his
county, and forward such reports to the Superintendent
simultaneously with the returns of schools for each district
respectively.

(7.) To appoint a convenient place in each district within shall appoint
his county where all school returns shall be lodged, and to give istet for re-
sufficient publicity to any such arrangement. turns.

(8.) To keep on hand and distribute, as directed by the Biank forms.
Superintendent, all necessary blank forms and returns.

(9.) To diffuse such information as shall promote the im- sehool houses
provement of school houses and grounds, and all appertaining 209 grounds.
thereto.

(10.) To report annually to the Superintendent all fines Fines.
received by him under this act. :

(11.) To promote the advancement of education by holding public meetings
public meetings as frequently as possible, and especially to en-
courage the establishment of schools in sections where none exist.

(12.) To aid the Superintendent in carrying out a uniform Uniform system
system of education, and generally in giving effect to this act, °f edueston-
and the regulations of the Council of Public Instruction.

(13.) To transmit to the Superintendent, on or before the mait.yearly
first day of December and June in each year, a statement of Igfurm—natre
the half-yearly distribution, and also by the first day of Decem-
ber in each year, a general report of his labors, noting the Yeasty report.
condition of the schools in his county, and the means of im-
provement, stating the sections visited where schools did not
exist, and the results of such visitations, and furnishing there-
with such statistical information as the Superintendent may
solicit.

MODE OF SUPPORT.

18. Legally qualified teachers, who shall have taught 6 amountof
common school in accordance with this act during the school Jrm*eM .
year, shall receive from the Provincial treasury according to erw.
the following rates : — Male teachers of the first class, one
hundred and twenty dollars; female teachers of the first; and
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male teachers of the secomd class, ninety dollars; female
teachers of the second, and male teachers of the third class,
stzty dollars; and female teachers of the third class, forty-five
dollars. Assistant teachers, if provided with separale class-
rooms and regularly employed at least four hours in each day,
shall receive two-thirds of the amount given to principal teachers
of the same class. All teachers shall receive semi-amnually. one-
half the foregoing sums, or rateably according to the time they
shall have satisfactorily taught a publie school.

The Superintendent shall, with the approval of the Council
of Public Instruction, withhold the Provincial gramt, or a por-
tion thereof, JSrom any teacher who lms not complied with the
requirements of this act.

There shall be granted annually the sum of six thousand six
hundred dollars towards the support of County Academies, to
be constructed and located in accordance with the directions
of the Council of Public Instruction, said sum to be applied
ag specified in schedule B; the sum of seven thousand two
hundred dollars for Superior Schools, to be constructed and
located in accordance with the directions of the Council of

+ Public Instruction, said sum to be provided in the proportion

Amount—when
not drawn to
aid poor seo-
tions,

County fund—
how levied.

How drawn,

How apportion-
ed.

of four hundred dollars for each county in the Province, each
school to receive at the rate of one hundred dollars; one half
the sum granted to County Academies and Superior Schools,
to be drawn half yearly ; and when in any county the sum
granted for Ccunty Academies or Superior Schools shall not
be drawn, it shall be appropriated at the option of the Commis-
sioners to aid poor sections in providing suitable school houses
in such county, or in sustaining its Superior Schools, said
appropriation to be made on the recommendation of the
Superintendent of Education.

19. The Clerk of the Peace in each county, except as here-
tnafter provided in relation to the cily of Halifax, shall add to
the sum annually voted for gemeral coumty purpeses at the.
general sessions, a sum sufficient, after deducting costs of
collection and probable loss, to yield an amowunt equal to thirty
cents for every tnhabitant of the coumty according to the last
census preceding the issue of the county rate-roll; and the sum
so added shall form and be a portion of the county rates. One-
half the sum thus raised shall be paid semi-annually by the
County Treasurer upon the order of the board or boards of
School Commissioners for the county.

One-half of the amount provided to be raised annually as
aforesaid, shall, at the close of each half-year, be apportioned
to the Trustees of Schools conducted in. accordance with this
act, to be applied towards the payment of Teachers’ salaries;
and each school shall be entitled to participate therein accord-
ing to the average number of pupils in attendance and the length
of time in operation, but shall receive no allowance for being
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in session more than the prescribed mumber of days in any one
half year. ~

Each Board of Commissioners shall in May of each year sPecial‘couney
determine what sections under its supervision are entitled 10 3¢ gven poor
special aid as poor sections during the following school year ; sections—mode
and the Commissioners shall allow to the Trustees of Schools
kept in any such sections one-third more per pupil from the
county fund than the allowance to other sections; and the special provin-
Superintendent of Education shall be empowered to increase cia,aid forpoor
the provincial allowance in the same proportion to any legally
qualified teacher employed in any such section.

20. Any sum required by any section over and above the SUMS Funa raised by
provided by the province and county for the support and mainte- the section.
nance of a public school or schools during the ensuing year,
including the purchase or improvements of school grounds; the gyjects.
purchase, erection, furnishing, cleaning or repair of school houses
and out buildings ; rent of buildings or lands ; insurance on school
property ; the purchase of fuel, preseribed school books, maps,
and apparatus; the payment of interest on money borrow-
ed by the section; teachers’ salaries, or any other expenses
required in providing an efficient public sehool or schools, in
aceordonce with this act, shall be determined by a majority of the
rate-payers present at a reqularly called school meeting; and
any amount so determined shall be a charge on the section, and mode of fixing
shall be levied on the real and personal property within the @t
county of the residents of the section according to the county rate-
roll ; and the trustees shall furnish to their secretary a list of mode of coltoo-
the assessmenls under this clause, with instructions in writing o
thereon, signed by the trustees, authorizing and directing such
secretary to collect from the persons therein named the amounts
set opposite their names; and the secretary shall demand the
several amounts from the persons so assessed ; and in defaull of
payment, the same shall be collected under, and by virtue of, the
chapter of the Revised Statutes, “ Of County Assessments,” and of
any acts in amendment thereof ; and the trustees shall return such
assessment lo the general sessions, or to a special sessions held for
that purpose, where appeals shall be had and determined.

21. Each Clerk of the Peace shall, immediately wpon making Clerk of Pesce
up the rate-roll in each year, notify the Superintendent of Fduca- fotondent ang
tion, and the Inspector of Schools, of the sum provided by county tmspectorof Co.
assessment for the support of schools during the ensuing year. ‘

22. One-half the amount assessed as a county rate in the bl
several counties for the support of public schools, shall be ad- metbyaioan
vanced from the provincial treasury in May of each year. e county,

28.  Where counties are divided into districts, holding General Term «County”
Sessions of the Peace, the term “County” in this act shall, for ©nen “D¥
the purposes contained in this act, be held to include and apply to
such districts as fully as if such districts had been especially
‘mentioned therein.
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24. Real and personal property situate within a school
section, and belonging to a corporation or company, shall be
subject to sectional assessment, and the rates shall be payable
by the agent, to the extent of the funds in his hands, or
under his control, at the time of the demand, as if assessed
upon him personally, and be chargeable by the agent to the
principal.

THE ANNUAL MEETING.

25. The annual school meeting for the election of trustees,
or a trustee, shall be held in the school house of the section,
or if not commodious, or if its use cannot be obtained, or if
there is none, in any other convenient building, on the third
Monday in October ; the meeting to be called by the trustees,
or, where none exist, by the inspector, by notices posted
in three public localities within the section, five days pre-
viously, signed by the trustees or the inspector, as the case
may be.

26. At the annual school meeting the majority of the rate-
payers of the section present shall elect from their own num-
ber, or otherwise, a chairman to preside over the meeting and
a secretary to record its proceedings; and the chairman shall
decide all questions of order, and shall take the votes of rate-
payers only, and shall give a casting vote in case of an equality
of votes; and the vate-payers shall, by a majority of those
present, decide what amount shall be raised by the section to
supplement the sums provided for public schools by the Pro-
vince and county, and they shall also decide whether any and
what sum shall be raised for the purchase or building of school
houses, for the purchase or improvement of school grounds, or
for general school purposes.

27. 1If any person offering to vote at an annual or other
school meeting shall be challenged as unqualified, the chair-
man presiding at such meeting shall require the person so
offering to make the following declaration :

“J do declare and affirm that I am a rate-payer, and that I
reside in this school section, and that I am legally qualified to
vote at this meeting.”

And every peyson making such declaration shall be per-
mitted to vote on all questions proposed at such meeting, but
if any person shall refuse to make such declaration, his vote
shall be rejected ; provided, always, that every person who
shall wilfully make a false declaration of his right to vote,
shall be decmed guilty of a misdemeanor, and punishable by
fine or imprisonment, at the discretion of the Court, or by a
penalty of not less than five nor more than ten dollars, to be
recovered by the trustees of the section, for its use, as a private
debt, under chapter one of the Revised Statutes.
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TRUSTEES.
28. Each school section shall have a Board of three Trus- Bosrd of trus
tees, and no section shall have more than one Board. sootion,

29. At the first annual meeting of any section, under this Trustees —how
act, the majority of the rate-payers of the section present shall :
elect from their own number three trustees, and at the second
and third annual meetings one of the trustees elected at the
first meeting shall go out of office by ballot, and at each
annual meeting thereafter he who has served the longest How to retire.
shall retire from office, and each of the vacancies shall be
filled by the election of a new trustee; provided always, yacencies—
that he whose term of office has expired may be re-elected,
with his own consent, his time of service to date from such
re-election ; but it shall always be competent for existing trus-
tees to complete the business of the closing school year.

80. Where any section, at the time fixed for the annual Proceedin
meeting, fails to elect three trustees, or to fill the annual fail to elect
vacancy occurring in the trusteeship, or vacancies from other vooason
causes, the trustee or trustees shall be appointed upon the
written requisition of seven rate-payers in the section, by the
Commissioners of Schools for the district in which the school
house is situate, or in which a majority of the rate-payers of
the section reside; and where any trustees or trustee have
been elected, and refuse to act, or shall neglect the performance
of duty for twenty days after such election, the Board of Com-
missioners shall, with or without a requisition, appoint trustees,
or a trustee, in place of the persons or person so refusing to
act; and in case any person, appointed by the Board of
Commissioners as a trustee, shall refuse or neglect to act
as aforesaid, the Board of Commissioners shall make such
further appointments as may be necessary to fill any such
vacancy ; and any Board of Trustees, thus secured, shall, as
soon as practicable, convene a meeting of the rate-payers
of the section as provided for the annual meeting, and such
meeting shall transact all business, except the election of
trustees, required of the annual meeting, and in the same
manner.

81. Any person elected, or appointed a trustee, not being & penaity for re-
Commissioner of Schools, and refusing to act, or any trustee fsingtosct.
who, having accepted office, shall not perform the duties
thereof, shall, for every such offence, forfeit the sum of twenty
dollars, to be collected by any rate-payer in the section ; said
sum to be payable to the Inspector, or his order, and applied
by the Superintendent of Education to the purchase of school
books, maps, or apparatus. T

82. It shall be lawful for the trustees of any section, So-operte with
Wherein are located academic institutions, other than county tutions secstr
acgdemies, to co-operate with an equal number of persons, hEsersst

rustecs may
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chosen by the governing bodies of such institutions, in order
that the section may secure the educational advantages sup-
plied by such institutions; such combined Board of Trustees
to manage the school or schools, as the case may be, in accord-
ance with the provisions of this act.

83. The trustees of any section may, in their discretion,
admit to school privileges, pupils from other seetions; and if
the trustees shall deem it necessary they may exact from such
pupils a reasonable tuition fee. :

34. The trustees of any section shall be a body corporate
for the prosecution and defence of all actions relating to the
school or its affairs, and other necessary purposes, under the
title of Trustees of school section No. , in the district
[or districts] of , and they shall have power, when
authorized by the school meeting, to borrow money for the
purchase or improvement of grounds for school purposes, or
for the purchase or building of school houses; and all such
amounts shall be paid by equal yearly instalments, not exceed-
ing five, to be assessed upon the section, and the money so
borrowed shall be a charge upon the school section.

85. The duties of the Trustees shall be as follows:

(1.) To meet as soon after the annual election or appoint-
ment of trustees, or a trustee, as practicable, and appoint one
of themselves, or some other person, to be secretary to the
Board of Trustees, and to provide him with a suitable blank-
book, and instruct him to keep therein and carefully preserve
a correct record of all the doings of the Board.

(2.) To take possession of, and hold as a corporation, all
the school propefty of the section, or which may be purchased
for, or given to it for the use or support of common, superior,
or academic schools; but they shall not interfere with any
private rights or the rights of any religious denomination.

(8.) To lease or rent lands or buildings, if necessary, for
school purposes.

(4.) To determine the sites of school houses, subject to the
sanction of the three nearest commissioners residing out. of
the section.

(8.) To provide school privileges, free of charge, for all
persons resident in the section five years of age and upwards,
who may wish to attend school, and, when authorized by the
school meeting, improved school accommodations, such accom-
modations to be provided as far as possible, in accordance with
the following arrangements: .

(a.) For any section having fifty pupils or under, a house
with comfortable sittings for the same, with one teacher.

(b.) For any section having from fifty to eighty pupils, a
house with comfortable sittings for the same, and a good class
room with one teacher and an assistant. '

(¢.) For any section baving from eighty to one hundged
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pupils, a house with comfortable sittings for the same, and two
good class rooms, with one teacher and two assistants. Or, a
house having two apartments, an elementary and a preparatory,
with two teachers. Or, if one commodious building can not
be secured, two houses may be provided in different parts of
the section, with a teacher in each; one being devoted to the
younger children, or elementary department, and the other to
the more advanced or preparatory department.

(d.) For any section having from one hundred to one 100to 150pupils
hundred and fifty pupils, a house with two adequate apart-
ments, an elementary and a preparatory, and a good class room,
accessible to both, with two teachers, and, if necessary, an
assistant. Or, if the section be long and narrow, three houses
may be provided, two elementary and one preparatory, the
former being located towards the extremes of the section, and
the latter at or near the centre.

(e.) For any section having from one hundred and fifty 10 150 to 200pupits
two hundred pupils, a house with three apartments, an elemen-
tary, a preparatory, and a high school, and at least one good
class room, common to the two latter, with three teachers, and,
if necessary, an assistant. Or, if necessary, separate houses
may be provided for the different departments in different parts
of the section. .

(f.) And, generally, for any section having two hundred 200 pupiis ana
pupils and upwards, a house, or houses, with sufficient accom- "P¥&rd
modations for different grades of elementary and preparatory
schools, so that in sections having six hundred pupils and
upwards, the ratios of pupils in the elementary, preparatory,
and high school departments, shall be respectively about eight,
three, and one.

86. In any section having more than one department under Trustees shall
one roof, or under separate roofs, the trustees, by the aid of [EWate sttend-
the teachers or otherwise, shall regulate from time to time the Iz seversi de-
attendance of pupils in the several departments according to )
their attainments, A

37. If in any section the Council of Public Instruction shau regulate
shall permit separate departments under the same or separate attendance
roofs, for pupils of different sexes or different colors, the trus- pmits sopa-
tees of the section shall, in this as in other cases, regulate ments.
attendance on the several departments, according to the attain-
ments of the pupils. : , y

88. It shall further be the duty of the Trustees: Trustoes’ far.

(1.) To contract with and employ ‘a licensed teacher or small empioy
teachers for the section, and, where necessary, licensed [or “eshem
unlicensed] assistants. o . '

(2.) To notify, as they may deem proper, the inhabitants Give notice of
of the section, of the opening or re-opening of the school or SRes °f
schools that pupils may present themselves for classification
without delay.
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Tofarnish (8.) To furnish, in case the annual meeting shall have deter-

clerk of peace Iined to raise money for any school purpose, the town clerk or

minlistof rate the clerk of the peace for the county in which the section or a

of section.  portion of it may be situate, a list of the inhabitants of the
county resident in the section liable to be taxed, and the town
clerk or the clerk of the peace shall affix the amount of pro-
perty for which each is assessed according to the county assess-
ment roll for the year, and the town clerk or the clerk of the
peace, as the case may be, shall be entitled to receive from the
trustees a fee of twelve cents for every list so furnished.

To provide for (4.) To provide by assessment, as set forth in section 20,

oo o s, for the purchase of suitable grounds, and the purchase or erec-
tion of a house or houses, according to the decision of the
school meeting, to select the design of building most suitable,
and let out the work, the amount required being levied and
collected in equal portions, from year to year, not exceeding
five years, with any interest accruing, until the whole shall
have been raised.

Tovisitschools.  ((5.) To visit the school at least four times in each year, and
to be present, when practicable, at the semi-annual examina-
tions and the visitations of the inspector.

My suspendor  (6.) To suspend or expel any pupil from school who is per-

papils. sistently disobedient to the teacher, or addicted to any vice
likely to injuriously affect the character of other pupils, until
there shall be indications of reform.
Bealth of (7.) To adopt efficient measures for the preservation of the
) health of the school.

May callspecial ~ (8.) To call a special meeting of the section, due notice

meetings. being given by means of the school or otherwise, for the pur-
pose of filling any extraordinary vacancy occurring in the
Board of Trustees, and for any other necessary purpose; and
at any such meeting a chairman and secretary shall be appoint-
ed, as provided for the annual meeting.

Annualreport.  (9.) To present an annual report on the state of the school
or schools, and of the doings of the Board, atthe regular
school meeting in October.

School returns. ~ (10.) To prepare or have prepared a true return of the state
of the school, according to the form drawn up for that purpose
by the Supcrmtendent and, if there are more than one depart-

Areturnfor  ment in the section, a return for each, indicating the grade of

ene P each department, and to lodge the same, duly certified by the
teacher or teachers at the district office of the Inspector, on or

"I)‘obeforwuded before the day fixed for the same by the Commissioners for the

ve 7 district ; and, if the section be a border section, the Trustees
shall present a complete return to each Board of Commission-
ers, under whose supervision a part of the section may lie,

Return of bor- marking the same as a border section, and stating also in each
return the number of pupils resident within the portion
of each district embraced in the same; and if the trustees of
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any section shall present a false return the county moneys Penaltyforfaise
shall be withheld from the section over which they preside. =~ ™™

39. Trustees shall have power to suspend or dismiss from .y suspend or
their employ any teacher for gross neglect of duty or immoral- dismiss teacher.
ity, and they shall immediately forward a written statement of xougeation of
the facts to an acting member of the Board of Commissioners same.
for the district, and they shall also forward a statement of their
proceedings to the Superintendent, and the pay of any such pay of such
teacher shall thereupon cease unless otherwise ordered by the teachers.
Board of Commissioners upon the appeal of the teacher; but
he or she shall be paid rateably up to the time of his or her
suspension or dismissal.

40. Whenever it may be deemed desirable to change the site Trustes may
of a school house, or to dispose of school lund by sale or exchange, g of
such lands may be so disposed of by the trustees, who are hereby 1#nds-
authorized to purchase or accept other lands or sites in liew
thereof.

41. Upon the requisition of a majority of the rate-payers of special meeting
any section, the trustees shall convene a special meeting of rate- oirtepasersto
payers for the purpose of voting money or adding to any amount how call;g—
previously voted for any purpose authorized by this act, notice of *"
which meeting shall be given by the trustees, as provided in the
case of the annual meeting, and such motice shall express the
object of such meeting. )

SECRETARY TO THE TRUSTEES.

42, The Secretary of the Trustees shall give a bond to Her secretary to
Majesty, with two sureties, in a sum at least equal to that to Susfeesshal
be raised by the section during the year, for the faithful per-
formance of the duties of his office; and the same shall be
lodged by the Trustees with the Clerk of the Peace for the county
or district.

48. The Secretary shall be entitled to receive five per cent. saiary.
commission on all sums collected by him, or under his direc-
tion, for the support of the school, or schools, including expen-
diture for rents, repairs, furniture, out- houses, fuel, maps,
apparatus, and salaries, excepting in cases where payment shall
be voluntarily made, when he shall make a deduction to per-
sons making such payment of two and a half per cent. from
his commissions ; and he shall be entitled to two and a half
per cent. on all sums collected by him, or under his direction,
for the purchase or erection of a new school house, or houses,
and for the purchase or improvement of school grounds.

_44. The Secretary’s duties, to be performed under the § cretary —
direction of a majority of the Trustees, either by the Secretary ““
1n person, or under his direction, shall be as follows:

1.) To keep the accounts, moneys, and records of the Keep the ac-
Board, and to collect and disburse all school moneys. coutits, &s.
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Keep sohool (2.) To keep the school house or houses in good repair, and

houses in repalr oy pply the same with comfortable furniture, out houses, fuel,
prescribed school books, maps, and apparatus.

Tospplyteach-  (3.) To promptly supply to the Teacher, or Teachers, copies

of scnool megis- Of the school register prescribed by the Council of Public

ters. Instruction, and carefully preserve the old registers.

To keep record  (4.) To keep a faithful record of any school books, maps or

of mape, books, o yparatus that may at any time be procured from the Superin-
tendent, and of the disposal of the same.

To give teacher (5.) To present the Teacher with a copy of the inventory of

sehool property. the school property under his or her charge, and renew the same
from time to time.

Totskecharge  (6.) To take due care of the library books of the section,

of library books g11d see that the same are managed in conformity with the
regulations of the Council, and generally transact any business

of the Board, as directed by a majority of the Trustees.

TEACHERS.

To receivo por-  45. No person shall be deemed qualified to receive, under
ton of gratt,  this act, any portion of the moneys granted toward the support
loensed. of County Academies, Superior, or Common Schools, unless
holding a license from the Examiners for the district in which
he or she may be employed, or in which the school house may
Duty of be situate, or from the Provincial Examiners. It shall be the
) duty of every such Teacher—
Nottoestablish  (1.) Not to attempt establishing a school in any section
e rocment with Without first making an agreement with its Trustees.
Lrugtecs. . (2.) To teach diligently and faithfully all the branches
ciently, &¢.  required to be taught in the school, and to maintain proper
order and discipline therein, according to the engagements
entered info with the Trustees-and the provisions of this act.
To,oall rolt and (8.) To call the roll morning and afternoon, and otherwise
o, " keep an accurate register in the manner prescribed by the
Council of Public Instruction, on pain of liability to forfeiture
of the public grants; the register to be at all times open to the
inspection of the Trustees, Visitors, Examiners, Commissioners,
Inspectors, and Superintendent.
To co-operate (4.) To render, when necessary, the Trustees all possible
with trustees.  gssistance in classifying the pupils of the section, according to
their attainments, and, when requested by the Trustees, to
institute quarterly examinations, for the purpose of transferring
any pupils who may be prepared to another department.
To_inculeate (5.) To inculcate by precept and example a respect for reli-
Dirsthame - gion and the principles of Christian morality :—justice, and a
rality. sacred regard to truth, love of -country, loyalty, humanity, and
universal benevolence, sobriety, industry, and frugality, chastity,
and temperance, and all other virtues which are the ernaments
of human society. '
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(6.) To give assiduous attention to the cleanliness, health, To have special*
and comfort of the pupils, and to report to the Trustees the ﬁ%ﬁiﬁﬁfo&%‘fb
appearance of any infectious or contagious disease in the school. PUpils-

(7.) To have a special care to the usage of school books and To haye specia
apparatus, the neatness and order of the desks, and the cleanli- g °f books.
ness and ventilation of the school room.

(8.) Toremunerate the Trustees for any destruction of school To remunerate
property by the pupils that is clearly chargeable to gross neglect fimverre
or failure to exercise proper discipline on the part of the teacher. seboolproperty.

(9.) To have, during or at the end of each half year, a public To nola pubtic
examination of the school, of which notice shall be given to the examinations.
parentsand Trustees, and to school visitors residentin the section.

(10.) To give notice, through the pupils, of school-meetings To give notice
advertised by the Inspector or Trustees.. fnge ool meet-

(11.) To furnish the Trustees, Examiners, Commissioners, to furnish gen-
Inspector, and Superintendent, any information that may be in grl school in-
his or her power, respecting anything connected with the school,
or affecting its interest or character.

(12.) To sign a certificate, attached to the half yearly To certify cor-
returns, truly stating that the school register has been faith- Temew f
fully and impartially kept, and that his or her school duties
have been punctually discharged; and any teacher signing a
false certificate shall have his or her license cancelled or sus-
pended, as the Commissioners may decide. ,

46. Members of the Legislature, ministers of religion, and visitors or
magistrates shall be visitors of schools; and each incumbent *P°%
clergyman and minister of religion shall be exempt from all
taxes for the support of schools, to the same extent only as
Teachers under this act.

47. The certificate of any Inspector shall be received in Bounds of see-
courts of law as evidence of the boundaries of school sections. Home—baw de-
" 48. 'The Superintendent, Inspectors, Teachers of the Nor- Exemptions of
ma) and Model Schools, and licensed Teachers, while employed fifsrintepdent.
as such, shall be exempt from militia duty, statute labor, and
from serving in any town office, or on juries, and they, while
8o employed, shall be exempt from poll-taxes, and shall not be
taxed for schools, or other purposes, on real or personal pro-
perty, rated under two thousand dollars; but they shall be
liable for any excess of that sum.

CITY OF HALIFAX,

49. The schools in the City of Halifax shall be managed as City of Halifax,
follows: ﬂi’:’éo ., ent of
. (1) The city shall be one school section, and the Governor city one section
in Council shall appoint a Board of Commissioners for the Commismioners:
city, which shall consist of twelve members, two of whom shall 2oy sPpolated.
be,resident in each ward; but in case of & vacancy occurring, thereof.

such vacancy may be filled by & selection made from any part

of the city ;2a.nd such Board shall be a corporate body, and
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may exercise all the powers given to trustees under this act,
and perform all the duties imposed on trustees by the same.
(2.) The Board of Commissioners, under this clause, shall
take all necessary steps to provide sufficient school accommo-,
dation, and shall furnish semi-annually-to the Superintendent
of Education a report of their proceedings under this act; also

°f returns of all schools subject to their control, and a statement

of the appropriation of all moneys received and expended by
them under the provisions of this act.

(8.) The Board of Commissioners are authorized to co-operate
with the governing body of any city school, on such terms as to
the Board shall seem right and proper, so that the benefits of
such school may be as general as circumstances will permit ;
and in such cases the Board may make allowance to such
schools out of the funds under thgu' control as shall be deemed
just and equitable. But no public funds shall be granted in
support of any school unless the same be a free school.

(4.) On request of the Board of Commissioners, specifying
the amount required, in addition to the sums provided from the
Provincial treasury for the yearly support and maintenance of
the schools under their charge, the City Council shall be
authorized, and are hereby required, to add a sum suffi¢ient,
after deducting costs of collection and probable loss, to yield
the sum so specified by the Board to the general gssessment of
the city, to be levied and collected from the inhabitants thereof,
which sum shall be paid quarterly by the City Treasurer to the
said Board, upon the written order of the chairman or vice-
chairman. .

(5.) The objects to be provided for by the Board of Com-
missioners out of the sum so assessed shall be the salaries of
teachers and assistants, and of the Secretary to the Board, the
leasing of lands and buildings for school l{)urposes, the repaie-
ing and improving of grounds and buildings, the cleaning,
fuel, and insurance of school houses, the purchase of prescribed
school books, the interest payable on debentures issued by the
Board, and all other expenses required in the due execution of
the different powers and trusts vested iu the said Board by this
act.

(6.) The Board of Commissioners shall have power to select
and purchase sites for school buildings, and shall have power
to borrow money for the purchase of the same; as also for the
purchase or érection of buildings, the improvement of school

unds, and the purchase of suitable furniture and apparatus
ﬁthe schools under their charge.
.~ (1.) To enable.the Commissioners to borrow monsey, they
may issue debentures, in such form, and for such sums as they
may decide upon, payable with interest in twenty-five years
from the date thereof, free from taxation; said debentures to
be a charge on the city of Halifax, and the interest thereon to
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be paid every six months, and to be included in the sum speci-
fied and required to be assessed upon the inhabitaats of the
city as aforesiid. The debentures shall be sealed with the seal
of the incorporated Board, and shall be signed. by the chairman
and countersigned by the seeretary.

(8.) The Board of Commissioners are hereby invested with Titie to sohoal
the title of all public school property, real and personal, within {i Eoiiumice-
the city, with the exception of the Halifax Grammar Scheol, ™
and may sell.and dispose of the same, or any part of the same,
and with the. proceeda- may purchase new school house sites,
and erect new school houses, in such places and at such times
as shall be dpemed most expedient.

_(9.). The Commissioner whose name shall stand first on the cnairman: now
list of appointments, shall be chairman of the beard, and in his *ppointed.
absence the Commissioner next on the list peesent shall act as
chairman, and the Commtissioners shball appoint their own secretary.
secretary, and fix his salapy. g

(10.) The provisions of this act, except; as in the said act pupils of one
provided, shall apply to the city of Halifax ; but the pupils of one Tirgetdedto
ward shall be entitled to school privileges in any other ward. say other.

INSUBANCE OF SCHOOL HOUSES.

50. The trustees in the several counties, and the Board of Trustees and

Commissioners in Halifax, are authorized to effect insurances sy isare

on school houses. . ) school houses.

SCHOOL - YEAR AND TERMS.

5L, The school year shall begin on the first of Nopember, and school year—
stz éalendar months, commeneing with the frst of Navember qnd SE? "t
the first of May in each year, shall comtitute @ schaol term, in-
cluding all holidays and vacations pteseribed by the Council of
Public Instruction. :

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS.

52. All Teachers holding licenses, granted under the act pr;
of eighteen hundred awd sixty-four, and of any amendment ﬁ%
thereof, shall be held qualified under this act, and subject to '
1ts provisions, according to the terms of their certificates ; and

all engagements entered ints wider the act of 1864, ehall bo

binding under this act. } o '
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SOHEDULE A.

- District of Cape Bréton. | District of Halifax, Rural.
District of Victoria. - | District of East Hants.
District of North Inverness. | District of West Hants,
District of Sonth Inverness. . | District of Kings. '
District of Richmond. District of Annapolis East.
District of Antigonish. - | District of Annapolis West.
District of Guysborough. Distriet of Dighy.

‘District of St. Mary. District of Clare.

Dirtrict of North Pictou. . | District of Yarmouth.
District of South Pictou. | District of Argyle.
District of Stirling. District of Barrington.
District of Colchester. - District of Shelburne.
District of Parrsborough. District of South Queens.
District of Cumberland. District of North Queens.
District of Halifax City. District of Lunenburg.
District of Halifax West. District of New Dublin.
District of Halifax Shore. District of Chester.

* SOHEDULE B,

* ‘COUNTY . ACADEMIES,

County of Cape Breton..$600 | County of Annapolis.. ..$600
County of Victoria..... 600 | Qounty of Digby........ 600
County of Inverness .... 600 | County of Shelburne ... 600
County of Richmond.... 600 | County of Queens...... 600

- County of Guysborough.. 600 | County of Lunenburg... 600
County of Cumberland.. 600 |

AN ACT
To authorize the Sale of Sehool Houses in Certain Cases.

BE it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Assembly, as
follows: Lt :

In all cases wherein a school house has been built within
any section, and is owned in shares, it shall be competent for
the majority in interest of the owners of shares to sell and
dispose of the same to the section at any meeting duly held
.after ten days notice of the object thereof, at such price as this
meeting shall determine, or as may be realized at a public sale
thereof duly advertised, and the proceg,ds of sale shall be
divided among the proprietors in proportion to their shares in
interest in the property.
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I. OF SCHOOL SECTIONS.

1. The Act empowers the Boards of Commissioners, in connection with
the Inspectors, on a vote of two-thirds of the members present at the regular
semi-annual meetings, to make any necessary changes in the boundaries of
sections; but towns and villages cannot be divided, except by the direction
of the Council gf Public Instruction. Care must be exercised by the Boards
that changes do not injuriously affect school arrangements existing at the time
of the action of the Boards.

2. The provisions of the Act touching the classification of pupils, fhe
employing of assistant teachers, and the grading of schools, render it neces-
sary to retain section3 of good size. Except in densely peopled settlements,
no section should be less than three miles in length, and in thinly peopled
settlements, not less than four miles.

In times past a tendency has obtained in many parts of the Province to
subdivide and multiply, unnecessarily, school sections. The cause of this is
found in the intense desire of the many to have the school-house as near
their own dwellings as possible.

‘While the Council of Public Instruction acknowledge that this desire may
proceed from legitimate and even laudable motives, it cannot be unmindful
of the many evils such a course has heretofore entailed on the cause of
Education in this Province. -

Experience has abundantly shown that small school sections are the parents
of feeble and inefficient schools. The resources of the inhabitants are so
subdivided as to render it impossible to establish schools of high order, build
suitable school-houses, or support competent teachers, without incurring a
burthen too heavy to be willingly borne.

Such a course, moreover, frequently hampers the skilful teacher. His
school is too small. The wholesome stimulus engendered by the presenee
and contact of many minds is wanting; and the school, instead of being an
arena fitted to produce intellectual vigor, is feeble, dwarfed, and compara-
tively lifeless.

There is also ample evidence showing that in school sections of good size
the attendance is not less regular than in these of smaller dimensions. In
fact, it is the almost unvarying testimony of experienced teachers that children
living farthest from the school-house are the most regular and punctual in
attendance.

If, then, experience shows that among the advantages secured by having
school sections of good size, is the increased ability of the section to purchase
a good site for the school-house, to erect suitable buildings, to procure greater
conveniences for instruction, to employ better qualified teachers, to have a
full school by which emulation is begotten,—in short, to obtain a more
powerful leverage over the education of our youth at a less expense to each
individual, it is highly desirable that our Province reap the benefit of this
experience.

8. The law directs that a careful record of the boundaries of each section
be kept by the Inspectors, and that Boards of Trustees be informed of any
changes affecting their sections.
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Il. OF SCHOOL HOUSES AND GRADED SCHOOLS.

1. “If there is any house in the district more pleasantly located, more
comfortably situated, better warmed, more inviting in its general appearance,
and more elevating in its influences than another, that house should be the
school-house.”— Coustn. With these sentim.e_nts the Council of Public
Instruction fully sympathises. That every facility may be hmé by the people
for the realization of these views, the Act provides that the School meeting
may vote any sum necessary for school lands and buildings, and that such
sum shall be levied by an equal rate upon the rate-payers resident in the
section. The sum required may be t_apread over several years, not exceed-
ing five, and collected in equal yearly instalments, with any interest accruing.

2. It is believed that in many sections the school-houses are not at all in
keeping with the advanced condition of' the section ; that in others they are
tenantable only in summer; and that in more they are much too small for
the number of children requiring accommodation. The Boards of School
Commissioners are entrusted with the special supervision of the school-houses,
and the Council relies on their manifesting much interest and zeal in this
matter. In addition to personal effort, the Boards should direct the attention
of the Inspectors to a careful examination of all school-houses within their
respective bounds, and obtain specific reports respecting both their internal
and external aspects.

3. In the erection of a school-house, the two most important points to be at-
tended to are a suitable site, and the size and commodiousness of the building.

In reference to the site, care should be taken to see that it is in a situation
of readiest accessibility to the majority of the population of the section ;
that it is Jocated from 15 to 50 yards from the public highway ; that it is
removed from the poisonous influences of stagnant pools and low-lying
swampy grounds; from the clatter of the mill or factory, and the noise of a
railroad station or tavern; that it has a dry, airy position, (with a gentle
slope and southern exposure, if possible) and commands as aitractive and
extensive a prospect as natural facilities will permit.

The amount of land set apart for school purposes should not, in the
country, be less than half an acre;* in thickly peopled localities, not less
than a quarter; and in towns, not less than one-eighth of an acre. The
form of school grounds should be rectangular, the length (extending north
and south, if possible) bearing the ratio to the breadth of about 4 to 2. If an
acre can be obtained, it should be about 8 rods wide by 20 rods long; but
if suitable land can be procured, the length should be increased, in order to
furnish longer play-grounds. Six or seven rods (according to the size of
the house) will generally be found wide enough.

As to the size and commodiousness of the building, provision ghould be
made for one-quarter of the population of the section; and whatever that
number may be, the school-house should be of such capacity as to furnish to
each scholar at least 150 cubic feet of pure atmospheric air, or seven square
feet of superficial area, with ceiling running from 13. to 16 feet in height.

4. The American mode of arranging the seats in school-houses is now
almost unanimously admitted to be the best. (See plans.) By this plan
the teacher is enabled to have his eye upon every pupil, and every pupil,

* Y, be
Phwo§§§.f°“ strongly recommends larger areas, so that there may ample room for
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withoug changing his position, to give direct attention to the teacher. Ac-
cording to this method, and allowing for the length either 6 or 8 feet for
entrance hall, 4 to 5 feet for teacher’s platform, 4 to 5 feet between the plat-
form and the desks, and 2 feet 6 or 9 inches (according to the size of pupils)
for each desk and seat together; and allowing 2 feet for the aisles, from 3
feet to 4 feet in graded schools for each desk, and at least 2 feet for divisions
between rows of desks, the following dimensions will furnish accommodation
for the number of scholars prefixed :

Plans %24 Pupils, 26 3¢ 21 clear, 6 feet hall, 3 rows of desks,
N &« 29 > 21 43 43 “
®Lyge « gaxo « “ “
No.2,—46 « 35526 « 8 feet hall, with single desks at sides,
and 3 rows of graded desks in centre.
No. 83,—56 « 40 >< 27 clear, with class room.

Adding 2 feet 9 inches to the length for every additional row of desks.

here the number of scholars amounts to upwards of fifty, there must be
a class-room attached. See Act, sec. 35 (5) (a) (8) (c), &e.

_ Plans of school-houses have been issued by the Council of Public Instruc-
tion, and the requirements of the Act are so explicit as to be a sufficient
guide to Boards of Trustees.

5. As to the style of desk best adapted to school purposes, the Council
greatly prefers the Dawson desk, and the American patent desk. Benches do
not afford thewmecessary support to the body, and, as before intimated, are not
adapted to an efficient organization of the school. They may, however, be
used with advantage in class-rooms. The Dawson desk should be made
quite open at the sides and underneath, so as to secure both a free circula-
tion of air, and ease of ingress and egress to the pupil. It should be with-
out a screen, or high board, in front, having the seat attached to the desk—
the whole being placed on light iron shoes, and screwed firmly to the floor.

The patent desk has the seats separate from each other and from the
desk, while both seats and desk are supported by light iron castings screwed
to the floor. 'This desk has already been manufactured in this Province,
and if Nova Scotian enterprise could devise some means by which so great
a convenience could be furnished at a price within the ability of a large
number of our schools, it would confer an inestimable blessing upon the
cause of education. .

The desks and seats in every school should be graded, and no desk
should seat more than two pupils.

Sections furnishing their schools with (double) patent desks will find the
following table of service in adapting the size of desks to the pupils, &e.:

DESKS.
Agoof Puplls. | FGENLOT |Gt oo e
next to Pupil, | Length. Width. Chairs,

5to 6 years| 11 inches. || 21 inches. 36 inches.| 12 inches.| 14 inches.
6to 8§ « 12 « 29 “ 89 «

8t010 « 13 « 23 “ 42 « 18 « 15y «
0012 « |14 « |24} « |44 « |14 <« (16 «
12t014 « |15 .« |26 « (46 « |14 « fl16} «
141617 « |16 « ll274 « (48 « [15 « |17 «
17 “ 17 « 29 “ 48 « 16 “« 17

3
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6. The law requires that the principle of the classification of pupils be
applied as universally as circumstances will admit. Unless this be done,
the education furnished by the public schools must be very imperfect.
The grading of schools in the country is practicable in somewhat thickly
populated sections only. In such it is practicable, and the schools will never
yield their best fruits without it. If the value of a graded school was really
appreciated, a near approximation to this result could often be had with
very slight changes in existing arrangements as to school-houses. When-
ever from 50 to 80 pupils can be brought together, seats should he provided
for them in the same school-room, and a good class room should be attached.
There should be a principal teacher and one assistant, and the pupils should
be divided into two grades and subdivided into classes. The teaoher should
remain in the school-room; while the assistant should draw off classes into
the smaller room. o

‘Whenever from 80 to 100 pupils can conveniently meet at one house,
there should be seats for all in the school-room, with a principal teacher;
and two class-rooms should be supplied, each with an assistant. The law,
however, allows two departinents when they can be afforded, with two teachers.
" The advantages of such a plan are very great. The older children can
lend their protection to the yourfger ones in going to and coming from school.
The increasing number of, pupils can be accommodated by enlarging the old
houses whenever they are siifficiently good to warrant it. The trustees are
enabled to procure the services of the best teachers as principals, since they
can better afford to pay good salaries. The assistants could, in many cases,
be chosen from among the oldest and best qualified pupils: they might not
be needed all the time, and would not expect large compensation. Under
the direction of a competent teacher, they would do good work, and if
chosen because they desired to become teachers, the system would be par-
tially self-supporting. ‘

In thickly settled rural sections, in villages, or in towns, the grading of
schools can be made more perfect. The more dense the population, other
things being equal, the more cheaply and efficiently can schools be earried
on,—provided the schools are carefully graded. :

The law sanctions both the separate and the union graded system. The
separate system—i. e., where the departments are in different parts of the
section—places the elementary schools at a less distance from the pupils, and
avoids sudden dangers as from fright or fire. The union system—i. ., where
all the departments are under the same roof—can be managed more cheaply,
admits of better gradation of pupils, and can be subjected to & much more
complete supervision. In well trained hands, as a working machine, union

schools have a decided advantage over any other system.

‘ Some of the most prominent objects secured by graded schools, as pre-
scribed by the law, are the following : .

They save Time and Labor.—In miscellaneous schools, where the attain-
ments of the pupils are very varied, the number of classes is large. In
each branch of learning several classes are required, to instruct which
requires far more time and labor than if the attainments of the pupils would
allow the teacher to combine all the classes in a given branch into onme.
Graded schools diminish the number of classes, and thus save time and labor.

They diminish the cost of Teaching—If graded schools lessen the number
of classes, they likewise lessen the number of teachers required to conduct
them, and in this way diminish the cost of teaching. ‘
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They render Teacking more effective—Both pupils and teachers always
take less interest in small classes than in those which are larger. Ten or
fifteen pupils will make greater progress in @ olass than two or three. The
pupils being nearly of the same attainments, each feels the influence of his
fellows, and thus all are stimulated to high efforts and noble emulation.

Advantage can be taken, also, of the teacher’s special tastes or special
talents. Not many teachers can teach ten or a dozen branches equally well,
Yet these are required in many ungraded schools. A well-managed graded
school will be conducted by teachers chosen for their special fitness for the
several departments over which they preside. -

They promote good order.—From the very nature of their organization,
g&ded schools admit better system and discipline than would be possible in
miscellaneous or ungraded schools. When large and &mall pupils are tanght
in the same apartment, many sources of disturbance arise which their sepa-
ration would remove. ‘The easiést achool to govern, other things being equal,
i8 the one composed of pupils of nearly the same attainments and years.

. They prompt the ambition of Pupsls—A pupil knows that there are
higher departments, he sees his companions transferred to them, and he
aturally gives himself to diligent study to hasten his own going. If judi-
clously managed, the constant spur of such a motive may do much good.

They make it possidle to give considerable Instruction in the higher branches
of Learning.—There is but one opinion, among those who are competent
o Judge, as to the value of what are called the higher branches of an edu-
cation: and that is, that no one can be able to appret‘ﬂate the true worth of
knowledge who neglects the study of them. To bring out the talents of our
people, as well as to allow the privileges of liberal learning to be enjoyed by
the poor and the rich alike, the course of study in our common schools ought
tO.B_e 8o extended as to embrace, whenever the number of pupils and the
ability of sections will warrant, several of the higher branches of learning.

~But this cannot be done, in any satisfactory degree, in a miscellaneous or
ungraded ‘schiédl, without neglecting the more ordinary branches which must
ever hold the first place in our common schools. To do justice to
reading, writing, arithmetic, geography, and grammar in an ungraded school
18 well-nigh'the utmost limit of the teacher’s ability. Our schools must be
g?dted, or the education of the vast majority of our people must stop at this

int, .

. They largely remove the necessity of leaving home to obtain a gaod Bduca-
#on.—It has been shown that the schools in our thickly settled rural sections,
88 well as in our villages and towns, can be graded, and when graded, that
the higher branches of learning can be taught in them with considerable
Success ; and this, in very many cases, removes the necessity of children
leaving home to obtain an education. The dangers of schoollife
Increase in proportion to the distance the child is removed from the family.
A system that secures a good education, and at the same time allows the
Pupil to be under the immediate charge of his parents, must commend itself
to every right-thinking parent, and earnest educator.
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ill. OF APPARATUS AND TEXT-BOOKS.

1. The teacher cannot do good work without suitable apparatus, any
more than the mechanic without suitable tools. This apparatus should be
provided out of the funds of the section, and not left to the random efforts
of teachers or of private individuals. A comparatively small sum devoted
yearly to this object, would, in a short time, equip the majority of schools
throughout the Province. Every section is empowered by law to assess
itself for the purchase of school apparatus. The law also provides that
such apparatus shall be supplied to Trustees, for the exclusive use of public
schools, at half cost.

2. 'The following articles should be considered indispensably necessary :

(1.) Every common school should have a clock, hand-bell, thermometer,
ball-frame, blackboards,* a large map of the Province (and of the County
if possible), the hemispheres (of large sizef), a terrestrial globe, dictionary,
and gazetteer.

(2.) Besides the above, an advanced common school sheuld be provided
with a large map of each country for the study of its geography; charts
illustrative of natural philosophy, and some apparatus for the same ; instru-
ments for surveying ; and (if it be taught) instruments for navigation ; and
some chemical apparatus.

(3.) In graded schools, the elementary department should be furnished
with an extensive assortment of objects and pictures for object lessons, a
ball-frame, the different linear measures, the current coinage of the country,
the various weights with a pair of small scales, a box of wooden bricks, and
models of the more common solids.. -

The preparatory department should be supplied with apparatus adapted
to the best grade of common or superior schools, or such as may be required
to preserve an unbroken connection between the elementary and high school
departments.

The high school, in addition to the principal things laid down for common
schools, should have a full set of ancient maps, and another of physical

* Blackboards should extend around the walls of the school and class-room. (See published
Plans of School-houses.) Too much blackboard surface cannot be provided.

As sohool-houses are being built or repaired, cheap and excellent blackboards can be made as
follows:— Upon a “soratch coat’’ of plasterlngson sawed_laths, lay on evenly, but without
*‘ smoothing,” a second coat, one-sixth of which is plaster of Paris.—Take lampblack, and, after
subjecting 1t to a sufficiently strong heat in an iron vessel to free it from oily matter, mix with
alcohol or burning fluld to & thick paste. Take clean freshwater sand, lime, putty, calcined
plaster (rather more plaster than putty), and a small (gzantity of flour of emerl; mix thoroughly
and add enough of the lampblack paste to make the mortar Jet black. Lay this npon the
“ second coat,’”’ and polish very smooth with the trowel. These * boards” will last as long as
the building. They should not be often washed, but cleaned with a lJambskin rubber.

Or the fo owinE :—4 pecks of white finish or white coating, 4 pecks of beach or other fine
sharp sand, 4 pecks of ground plaster, 4 pounds of | black, and 4 gallons of alcohol or strong
whisrgey. This quantity will make a mixture sufficient to cover _twentﬁ square yards of surface.
A little flour of emery will prevent the mixture from “ setting’’ immediately, thus giving time to
put it on the wall with necessary care. 1f emery be not used, only a 8 uantity should be
mixed at & time. This black mixture takes the place of the nsual'white coating, and is put on
in the same manner. After the black-surface is on the wall it must be carefully dampened and
rubbed, in order to fill up all the pores and make the surface hard and smooth.

If wood is used it must be well-seasoned piue or poplar, of fine quality, and the blackboards
must be well made and carefully painted. The following makes a good paint:—10 oz. pulverized
pumice stone, 6 oz. Fulverized rotten-stone, 12 oz. lampblack, and one gallon of alcohol. Mix
with enough alcohol to make a thick paste. Grind the mixture very thoxm;ihly in a paint mill,
and then dissolve 14 oz. of shellac in the remainder of the alcohol. Stir the whole together,
and the paint is ready for use.

+ Small maps are ot little use in the school-room. At a little distance the names of places are

illegible and the outlines of countries indistinct; consequently classes fall into t disorder in
thelr attempts to decipher them. ’ o v groa
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maps; physiological diagrams, both vegetable and animal ; a celestial globe,
historical charts; adequate apparatus for natural philosophy, chemistry,
surveying and navigation.

3. Tri.lstees should encourage teachers, and they, in turn, their scholars,
to collect nto a small museam the curiosities of natural history to be found
in t!me nelgl.lbourhood. These objects will serve many purposes of illus-
tration, while the employment will quicken the powers of observation,
stimulate enquiry, and awaken the minds of all to the wonders that surround
thet.n. The efforts of teachers of high schools and academies should, when

’desmfbl_e, be aided by the funds of the section, in order that a museum
containing types of the general objects of natural science may be provided
both for study and illustration.

TEXT-BOOKS FOR SCHOOLS AND ACADEMIES.

4. The matter of text-books is of even greater importance than that
already considered. The law enables every section to raise by assessment
any sums required for the purchase of school books, maps, &e., and provides
means by which these may be secured by Trustees, for the exclusive use of
public schools, at half cost.

To select suitable school books, and prescribe the same for general use in
our public schools, is one of the special duties devolved by Law, on the
Council of Public Instruction.

While the Council prescribes, in a few cases, different text-books in the
same branches, it must be distinctly understood that in each school the
same books are to be used in each class respectively. This restriction the
Council believes to be necessary in order to secure in any school a proper
classification of the pupils, without which, they are of opinion, there can

- be no thorough and systematic teaching.
- 5. Reserving the right of adding to or altering as occasion may require,
the Council names the following as the prescribed school books of the Pro-
vince :—(June, 1866.)

Excrisa Reaping Booxks.
Nova Scotia Series, 1st, 2nd, 3rd; 4th, 5th, and 6th Books.
“ «  The Advanced Reader, No. 7.
[Irish National Series, 3rd, 4th, and 5th books, are permitied
to be used.]
The Art of Teaching Reading (Irish Series), or
Bailey’s Brief Treatise on School Elocution.

SeeLLiNGg Book.
Spelling Book Superseded.
GRrAMMAR AND COMPOSITION.

*Easy Lessons in English Grammar,
*English Grammar,
Morrell’s Analysis.
Reid’s Rudiments of Composition.
‘Whately’s Rhetoric.

part of the Nova Scotia

In course of preparation as
School series.

® Until the above Grammar fs published, Trustees are at liberty to select what author they
Please; but the Educational Depu?t':nent will not undertake to supply such a text-book until the
One in preparation is issued.
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ExerisE DIOTIONARIES.
‘Worcester's—all sizes.

MATHEMATICS.

Anﬂzmdzc——Nova Scotia Elementary Arithmetic.
Nova Scotia Arithmetic for Schools | Nova Scotia
and Academies. School series.
Nova Scotia Arithmetical Table Book
, Algebra—Chambers’, or Greenleaf’s.

REMARK,—The first part of Chamber’s Albebra (as far as Quadrstics) can be procured in a
separate volume.

Plane Geometry—Chambers’ Euclid (including Plane Trigonom-
etry
Practical Mathematws——(}hambers Practical Mathematics (in-
cluding Land-Surveying and a brief treatise
on Navigation).
Solid and Spherical Geometry—Chambers’ (including Spherical
Trigonometry, Conic Sections, &e.)
Mathematical Tables—Chambers’.
Navigation—Norie’s (an extended treatise).
WriTING AND DRAWING.
Staples’ Progressive Penmanship, with Copy Books (Nova Scetia
School series).
Bartholomew’s Series of Drawing Lessons for Schools.

GEOGRAPHY.

i

Calkin’s Geography and History of Nova Scotia. .
*Calkin’s School &eogmphy of the World (in course Slm Sootia
of preparation). series.
Scroor Mars.

Map of Nova Scotia.
Series of Blue Sea Wall Maps, viz.:

British America, (prepared under the supervision of the Educa-
tional Department, for the public schools of Nova Scotia.)

British Isles.

England.

Ireland.

Scotland.

Europe.

Palestine,

‘Western Hemisphere.

Eastern Hemisphere.

North America.

South America. | In course of preparation, under the supervision

‘Asia. of the Educatiopal Department, for the
Afrioa. Public Schools of Nova Scotia. ’
Australasia.

The Terrestrial Globe.

#Uantil the -bove work is published, the Council leaves the choice of & genoral
Wﬂ bnt donuDepamnen will not-undertake to supply any general yl?;
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Johnston’s Classical Wall Maps, viz. :
Orbis Veteribus Notus.
Italia Antiqua.
, Grezcia Antiqua,
Asia Minor Antiqua.
Orbis Romanus,

Mitchell’s Ancient Geography and Atlas.
Philips’ Physical Atla.e.gra Py
Hisrory.

Hodging’ School History of the British North American Provinces.
Collier’s, School History of the British Empire.
Curtis’ Chronological Outlines of English History.

thw Curtis’ Qutlines are preseribed by the Council of Public Instruction to meet the wants of

th 08¢ 8chools which have not room in their school work for the introduction of Collier’s British

thlstPory. . By means of these very brief and well amt!:iged outlines the Teacher of every School in

t X?i l':'ovmce can familiarize his pupils with the chief events in the history of the Empire of

T ch we form a part. One lesson a week, supplemented by suitable oral instruction from the
eacher would be sufficient for the purpose.

Chambers’ Ancient, Medisval, and Modern Histories, (in separate
volumes).

Smith’s Smaller History of Rome.

Smith’s Smaller History of Greece.

ScmooL Siveine Books.
Acadian Minstrel.
School Singing Book, for Elementary, Preparatory, and High
Schools (in course of preparation).

NaTurar PriLosoPHY.
Parker’s Natural Philosophy.
Tate’s Natural Philosophy (for Teachers’ use),
The Qelestial Globe. .

NATURAL SCIENCE,
Chambers’ Chemistry (Revised edition).
Varley’s Rudimentary Treatise on Mineralogy.
Dana’s Mineralogy.
How Plants Grow (Rudimentary Botany)—Gray’s.
Class-Book of Botany—Wood’s (Revised edition).
Gray’s Text-Book of Botany—(for Teacher’s use).
First Steps in Zoology. Parts 1. and IL.—Patterson’s.
Tenney’s Text-Book of Geology for Schools and Academies.

REMARE.—Tennby’s Text-Book deals briefly with C| , Mineralogy, Botany, and Zoology,
since it is neoesﬁlm{n'goxogixl investigations to refer to all these branchies of Nutaral Solense,
The work ia he-;ﬁynnb illustrated. .

MEeNTAL SOIENCE.
Haven’s Mental Science.
‘Whately’s Logic.
Wayland’s Moral Philosophy.
EcoNoMIc SOIRNCE.
The Chemistry of Common Things, (Nova Seotia School Series).
bg. This book is copiously illustrated, and intended to be used by advanced classes as & reading
uid be prepared by the pupils,
M‘%",&?u?é&‘.i"&.‘f' oy the fstruction of the b7 Suliubio ¢2petmante s
mm ons,
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Econoumic SCIENCE—(Continhed;)
Dawson’s Elements of Agricultural Chemistry.

Hitchcock’s Animal Physiology (including Anatomy).
‘Wayland’s Political Economy.

CLassICs.
Latin—Bryce’s First Latin Book.
Bryce’s Second Latin Book.
Edinburg Academy Latin Grammar, or
Bullions'’ Latin Grammar.
Authors  { Casar— Gallic War; Virgil—Georgics; Cicero— Friend-
(Oxford { ship, Old Age ; Virgil—ineid ; Cicero—Poet Archias ;
Editions). Horace— Odes.
Arnold’s Latin Prose Composition.

Greek—Bryce's First Greek Book.
Bryce’s Second Greek Book.
Bullions’ Greek Grammar, or
Edinburgh Academy Greek Grammar.

'(Ag;?.;’s Xenophon— Anabasis ; Euripides—Alcestis ; Xenophon—
Editions). Memorabilia ; Homer—Ilzad.

Arnold’s Greek Prose Composition.

IV. OF THE COMMON SCHOOL.

1. The Common School is the groundwork of our public education, and
therefore has high claims on our attention. Tts design is to foster and d,irect
the unfolding of the youthful mind, and to fit it for a rational manhood and
an enlightened citizenship.

In its physical aspect, it should have such a care for the body as the
inflexible laws of our being render imperative, in order that the best condi-
tions for the exercise of the intellectual powers may be had, and had con-
tinuously, and to purpose. : ‘

Tn its intellectual aspect, it should seek to make a well-informed and
intelligent people. To secure the former, it must furnish the pupil with
knowledge : and this it strives to accomplish by means of instruction. To
create the latter it must exercise the powers of the pupil’s mind on the
knowledge presented : and this is Education.

In its moral aspect, it should aim to make all physical and intellectual
activity the product of just motives, to direct mental power into proper
channels, and to mass the sum of the child’s energies into one fit and sub-
stantial whole—character.

These processes, moreover, to be carried to their best issue, should be
kept in play simultaneously. .

2. Three branches form the staple of Common School Instruction : the
Mothér-tongue,* or Language, Arithmetic, and Writing. These are univer-

* A good knowledge of lan, e implies the following points:— 7 i
mhego&e sounds, ge 3 snﬁ“:gnse og its words ; Grgmpwgar, whﬁ‘ﬁd&“&hﬁ%‘u%‘ 4 :g},gl:

and their mutual dependence; and Composition, which teaches the suitable expression of thought.
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sal in their utility. Being instrumentary branches, or those by means of
which the pupil may unlock the treasure-house of knowledge, they must
ever, and justly, occupy the first place in the Common School. Whatever
else it teaches, these must be taught ; and if it does not teach them effec-
tsively, it completely fails to discharge its first duty to society and to the
tate. .

These branches, in the hands of the skilful teacher, can be made, not
only to supply & certain amount of knowledge necessary for the transaction
of the general business of life, as well as furnish the means of securing
more knowledge ; ‘but also themselves to become eminently tributary to a
just development and growth of the mental activities thereby called into
exercise.

LANGUAGE, if properly taught, does more than furnish an inlet to the
world’s thought; it gives a steadily progressive mental discipline. 1t is
itself the production, the exact copy, of thought, at every turn exhibiting
principles and obeying laws, so that in classifying its words, tracing them
under different forms, stripping them ¢f inflexional changes and additions,
and grappling with its propositions, the mind is tracing and applying princi-
ples under an endless variety of conditions. In this mental exertion lies
the power of discipline possessed by any subject. However long the school
period may be, the demands of this branch, in its various forms, will increase
in proportion as the horizon of the pupil’s mental vision is enlarged.

NumBER takes its place next in rank to Language, as furnishing a per-
fect disciplinary process. A few first principles run through the whole
science; a few elementary operations enfold all its rules of procedure ;
while the circumstances in which these rules are applied are infinitely
various.

WRITING, viewed as a part of the means adapted to aid in the study of
language, is entitled to share in the educative importance of that branch.
Viewed as a distinct art, it has considerable educative value. When the
components of the characters used are properly classified, and the pupil led
forward step by step in a natiral way, it is well fitted to exercise, and
therefore, strengthen, both the imitative powers and the judgment,

On the handling of these standard branches, more than upon all others,
depends the intellectual character of the school. To make them yield a
powerful and comprehensive discipline, implies, however, a rational mode of
teaching them. Many children may and do gain a somewhat extensive
knowledge of these branches, and yet fail to show evidences of mental
growth commensurate with the means employed. The reason is often
obvious. The teacher has failed to so teach as to quicken and call forth
the best energies of the pupil’s mind. The means have been. mistaken for
the end ; and hence there is, on the part of the taught, repose and indif-
ference, instead of activity ; and loathing, instead of the keenest hunger.

8. In addition to the subjects named above, there should be taught in
every school a certain amount of general knowledge suited to early years.
This is commonly called “ instruction in common things.” Lessons may be
drawn from any of the departments of real knowledge: e. g., common
objects, the animals of our own and other countries, the products of the
soil, the processes of the arts, natural phenomena, and the like. Subjects.
must be selected from the visible world because, at certain stages of advance--
ment, things afford the only means of drawing forth the pupil's sympathies.

3
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withjknowledge, and of calling into action his powers of observation and
arison.

This method of instruction, graded to the attainments of the scholars,
shonld form a part of the regular work of the teacher. The lessons must,
of course, be given orally, and not through text-books.

4. The school should impart, alsg, a certain amount .of supplementary
knowledge. This embraces such as is essezzt?al to the pupil’s personal wel-
fare, and such as becomes him as a future citizen of a free country.

As a part of the former are included the general laws of health; the
design of the senses, and the manner of using them ; the importance of the
habit of attention, and the conditions of its effective exercise ; the marks of
a sound judgment, and the caution required in forming opinions; social
duties; « the instinets of his animal and rational nature, their uses, and the
control to be exercised over them; the feelings to be cherished towards
himself, his neighbor, and his God ; the sanctions to virtuous conduet, both
in this life and in the next.” .

Geography and history form the chief subjects of the latter, viz., that
necessary for the general well-being of the citizen. To fit the children of
this Provinee for the duties of citizenship, they should be well-instructed in
the geography and history of Nova Scotia and of the other British North
American Provinces, as well as of the United States, Great Britain, and
Treland. A knowledge of other countries is very desirable; but an inti-
mate knowledge of these is well nigh indispensable. These subjects are
generally embodied in distinet text-books for separate study; but they
should, as far as possible, be studied in connection. The skilful teacher
will find no subject offering & more inviting field for oral teaching, none
more rich in materials wherewith to supplement book instruction. Instruc-
tion in civil rights and duties should be interwoven by the teacher with the
lessons in geography and history.

5. The school should also prepare the pupil for enjoyment as well as
for work. Both are alike instincts of his nature, which must find their gra-
tification ; and it is difficult to decide which exerts the greater formative
influence upon character. To meet this, provision should be made for the
imparting of knewledge specially adapted to the cultivation of Sentimen
and Taste. Such knowledge is found in Singing and Drawing. . :

The art of Singing should, in our opinion, form a part of elemen
public instruction. The place which it should oceupy in the devotions of the
school, as well as in the services of public worship, seems to require it. But
when we add to this consideration that it, beyond anything else, furnishes
an elevating recreation for the pupil, and in after years for the citizen, it
seems indispensable. No school can so pleasantly perform the work of
which it is capable, if it lacks this means of order, discipline, and life.

Drawing, as a branch of commmon school instruction, designs “to educate
the eye to the discrimination of form, and the hand to its reproduction.”
Beyond the many practical advantages conferred upon those who give atten-
tion to this art, there is called forth and chastened a taste for beauty of form.
Tt also exerts a direct and beneficial influence on the study of penmanship.
Some common schools in the Province have introduced ‘Outline Drawing
a3 an integral part of instruction, and it is hoped that the number of such
will speedily increase.*

* X have never mtheaxgeﬂmtulhavemnde,matwnh & person wh earn
‘qﬁr:w b all; mdy::'gena-nl ore is a satisfactory and tni.hb!epmv:: mogoy::?:::a ge.:no
« wishes.— Ruskin.
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V. OF SUPERIOR SCHOOLS. .

1. By a Superior School is meant a Common School of great excellence.
This excellence must be manifest, not only in the accuracy with which the
memory does its work, but also in the readiness with- which the pupils ap-
prehend and apply the principles involved in any branch of study. There
must also be that evident quickening of the varied mental activities of the
scholars, from the youngest to the oldest, which results from a correct mode
of presenting knowledge, rather than from knowledge itself. To secure
these ends, the organization of the school must be complete; and order,
obedience, and application to study, must rule throughont,

2. To encourage and foster such schools, the law provides $400 for
each County, one-half of which sum is to be divided semi-annuslly among
not more than four schools or departments, located in different sections.
As the conditions prescribed by the Council for the receipt of this grant
require considerable effort, not only on the part of teachers, but also on the
part of the people of the section, in providing suitable school accommoda-
tion, furniture and apparatus, one-half of the amount allotted to any school
or department, after the expiration of the present year (1866), will be paid
to the trustees of the section, to be applied by them in improving the school
apparatus, or for general school purposes; and one-half will be paid to the
teacher of the school or department. The above grant is over and above
the amounts allowed, under the general provisions of the law, to teachers
and trustees of first class common schools. In case but one school in the
county reaches the standing of a superior school in any term, the Council
reserves the right of determining the amount of its grant.

3. The Council of Public Instruction deems it wise and just to place
this award within the reach of as many sections gs possible. The following
are the conditions on which any section may compete for the grant :—

(1) The school mdst not be situate within the same section as a County
Academy or Collegiate Institution: (2.) The school-house must be of
ample size for the wants of the section, and in good condition: (See School
Houses.) (3.) The furniture must be of the most approved pattern,
whether of home or foreign manufacture, and arranged in proper order:
(See Furniture.) (4.) The apparatus must be suitable and equal to the
wants of the achool: (See Apparatus.) (5.) The outhouses must be com-
modious and kept neat and clean. .

(6.) The Teacher may be either a male or female, but must hold a
license of the first class—(7.) must deliver daily (or at least three times a
week) to the whole school an oral lesson* on “common things,” or some
branch of npatural science—(8.) must be able to use with effect the Arith--
meticon or Ball-frame, and be well skilled in the various uses of the Blagk-
board.

(9.) The school must be in a state of complete organization, manage-
ment, and discipline.

(10.) The daily average attendance of pupils for the whole term must
be not less than thirty. [This condition may be modified in favour of sec--

The teacher must preserve an outline, or skeleton, of these lessons, and furnish the Inspector ¥
an examination of thg same, on the days of his visitation.
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tions having graded schools, where it shall appear that the number of pupils
in the competing department has been kept below the requirement for the
sake of more thorough grading.]

4. Any section prepared to compete for the Superior School grant, must
forward to the Inspector, throngh its Trustees, a written notification of the
same, on or before the 20th day of November or May in each school term.

5. The Council indulges the hope that both Trustees and Teachers will
show a spirit of noble emulation in competing for this grant. If those who
compete one term fail to obtain it, success may await them another; while
both people and Teacher will be largely benefited by the trial.

6. In the decision the following tests will be rigidly applied :—

(1) Laxcyaee. Reading,—Correct pronunciation, distinct utterance,

roper pauses, fluency, just expression of the sentiment of the passage, and
&n knowledge of the subject-maiter of the piece read. Spelling,—the
reading lesson and dictation : the method pursued, and the accuracy of the
exercise. Grammar,—Analysis, Parsing, and Composition of sentences,
according to the grade of scholars: the plan adopted, and the thoroughness

of the work.

(2) Marmematics. Arithmetic,—Ball-frame, ease and effect with
which it is used.  Tables,—accuracy of memory, and knowledge of origin
and use. Mental Arithmetic,—accuracy, reasons for the rule, and quickness
of work. Fundamental Rules, and Slate Arithmetic generally—Correctness,
readiness of proof, explanation of processes, whether of contraction or
otherwise, expedition, and general neatness of the work. Algebra,—same
as “slate arithmetic.” Geomalry,—application of principles to practical
measurements.

(3) Weimine. Posture of the pupils, manner of holding the pen,
form and inclination of the letters, spacing, firmness, and legibility of
band-writing, neatness of Copy-Books, and ease gith which the pupils
write. :

4) Gzocrarmy. Knowledge of its essential principles founded
the(use‘of the Globe, with natural and political outlines ofP the hemispht:gsn:
a minute acquaintance with any map or maps in the order laid down (see
« Qf the Common School”), and paper or blackboard outlines of the same by
the scholars. -

(5.) HisTory. én accurate knowledge of the general history of N
Scotia, New Brunswick, Canada, Great Britain, or of whatevz' oeoun‘z;
the Geography of which is professed to be taught in the School. The
outlines of Uniyersal History, as thg School may be able to overtake them.

Rauwank. History is the complement of Geography. Each ia but half:
historicsl outline should introduce the map of eaoh country, and this °“ﬂi::‘£:u;3pl:e,:tﬂg§un§
filled in as the ,&“"m leasons proceed. It is not necessary that the pupils should.have &
historical text~ tor this exercise. The Teacher gan presgnt vivid - lketcges of the leading
events, and thus more effectually than by text-books alone, associate the chief points of history,
by contiguity of place. )

I'tfm,qs't} be, disfinetly understood that the ’fdregoing tests of the internal
state of the School, have reference not to a few scholars only, but to the
general average of the whole.
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Vi. OF COUNTY ACADEMIES.

1. The Act encourages the establishment of an Academy in each
County, in which there does not already exist an advanced educational
Institution in the reception of a Provincial grant. The terms of the grant
to these Academies are as follows :—¢ There shall be granted annually the
sum of six thousand six hundred dollars towards the support of County
Academies, to be constructed and located in accordance with the directions
of the Council of Public Instruction, said sum to be applied as specified in
Schedule B.” This Schedule appropriates the sum of six hundred. dollars
annually to each County entitled to participate in the grant.

2. The conditions fixed by the Council on which this grant may be
drawn, are as follows :—

(1.) Any County Town (or other section) having not less than one
hundred and twenty-five and not more than two hundred children of fit age
for schoo), shall provide, by assessment, a commodious school house, with
two large apartments as school rooms, and one class-room. One of these
apartments shall be called the Preparatory School, and the other the High
School, or Academy.

(2)) Any County Town (or other section) possessing two hundred and
upward, children of proper age for school, shall provide, by assessment, a
school house with three apartments as school rooms, and two apartments as
class-rooms, with other befitting appurtenances. These apartments shall
be called the Elementary, the Preparatory, and the High School, or
Academy.

(8-) Any County Town (or other section) possessing less than the re-
quired number of children, may receive the grant by making such arrange-
ments as shall be satisfactory to the Council.

(4.) The furniture throughout must be of the most approved pattern,
whether home-made or imported ; and the desks must be properly graded.
(See Furniture.)

(5.) The several school rooms must be kept in good condition, and ade-
quately supplied with suitable apparatus, as the wants of the school may
require. :

(%6.) A fixed amount of attainments shall be required of the pupils of
each department, and an examination had in presence of all the Teachers,
before a transference from one department to another can take place. '

(7.) The subjects taught in the Elementary department shall be those
common to initiatory or primary schools; in the Preparatory, those required
of Superior Schools, with the elements of Latin; in the High School, or
Academy, Mathematics, Latin, Greek, and French, the elements of Natural
Philosophy and Natural Science, with the higher branches of an English
education.

(8.) The Master of the Academy shall be Head Master of the whole
establishment, and no one shall be eligible for such situation who is not
thoroughly acquainted with the graded system of schools, and can give satis-
factory evidence that he is apt to teach. He must also be a good English
as well as Classical and Mathematical Scholar.

(9.) The Teacher of the Elementary department may be either a male
or female, though the latter is preferable for the sake of the female achol-
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ars, who may be in attendance. If the latter, she must possess a practical
and intimate knowledge of the manner of conducting primary schools.
‘Whether male or female, the Teacher must be capable of giving object and
oral lessons.

(10.) Each department of these Academies shall be open to both sexes;
and the High School or Academic department shall also be open, without
charge, to all residing within the county, who may be able to pass the ex-
amination required of Candidates from the Preparatory department.

3. Teachers of departments in connection with the County Academies,
except those engaged in imparting instruction in the High School depart-
ments, will receive from the Superintendent the same amount of provincial
aid as is prescribed by law for teachers of common schools ; and the trustees
will receive from the Commissioners an allowance for all the departments,
including the High School, from the funds provided by county assessment,
as in the case of common schools. If the town or section shall have pro-
vided school accommodation, equal to the foregoing requirements, and an
increased number of apartments is still required, each additional department
necessary for the section, established and controlled by the Trustees, sup-
ported by the section and properly graded in conformity with law, will re-
oceive public aid from both the Superintendent and Commissioners.

4. The Superintendent of Education, under the direction of the Coun-
ail, is charged with the general management of the County Academies.
He will visit them as often as his duties will permit, and report upon their
condition, for the information of the Legislature. The several departments
of these institutions are also subject to the semi-annual visitations of the

Inspectors.

Vil. OF THE PROVINCIAL NORMAL SCHOOL.

1. This, like all similar Institutions, is mainly and specially intended to
fit for the business of teaching. Of all professions, teaching i8 one of the
most difficult: hemce the need of special preparation. Civilization acknow-
ledges this need. Accordingly every nation supporting a popular system of
Education, has made provision whereby this training may be had. The
Coungjl of Public Instruction has sought to render the Normal School of
Nova Scotia increasingly efficient and equal in every respect to the require-
ments of the Province. There are three well-furnished school apartments
in the Institution, and a staff of three Teachers, besides a teacher of music
and drawing. An excellent graded Model School, having three departments,
with an experienced teacher in each, is connected with the Normal School
establishment. By means of the several departments of the Model School
rare facilities for the illustration and practice of the most approved methods
of teaching and conducting public schools are secured to the pupil-teachers.

2. In order that uniformity of action may be secured between this Insti-
tution and the Public Schools of the Province, the Superintendent of Edu-
cation, under the eontrol of the Council of Publie Instruction, is entrusted
by law with its general supervision and direction.

The Bye-Laws passed by the late Board of Directors, appertaining to
the internal arrangements of the Institutions, remain in force.
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3. Before being enrolled a Student at the Normal School, every pupil-
teacher shall make the following declaration, and subscribe his or her name
thereto :—“1 hereby ‘declare that my object in attending the Provincial
Normal School, is to qualify myself for the business of teaching; and that
my intention is to teach for a period not less than three years in the Pro-
vince of Nova Scotia,—if adjudged a Certificate by the Examiners” In
consideration of this declaration, instruction, stationery, and the use of text-
books (except classical), shall be furnished pupil-teachers, free of charge.

4. Candidates for admission to the Normal School shall attend one of
the regular semi-annual examinations conducted by the District Examin-
ers in October and April in each year, and if they pass a satisfactory ex-
amination on the third-class syllabus* they shall, if found worthy of the
same, receive a certificate of “character, ability, and scholarship.” This
certificate shall give the holder Almission to the Normal School, and upon
presenting said certificate to the Superintendent, the bolder shall receive an
allowance of five cents per mile, towards travelling expenses. In the case
of those who hold licenses, granted since October 1864, it shall be sufficient
to make application to the Chairman of the District Examiners, who shall
forward the requisite certificates to applicants. No person shall be admitted
to this Institution as a pupil-teacher, without the above-named certificate.

Persons wishing to enrol as Candidates for High School or Academy cer-
tificates must, in addition to a good knowledge of English, be thoroughly
familiar with the Latin and Greek Grammars, and be able to parse with
ease any passage in some elementary work in each language. In Mathe-
matics, they must be competent to solve any example in the advanced Nova
Scotia Arithmetic, to work quadratic equations in Algebra, and to demon-
strate any proposition in the first four books of Euclid.

5. (1.) The Council of Public Instruction appoints Provincial Exam-
iners to the Normal School, who are to award, at the close of each session,
certificates, or licenses, to such pupil-teachers as may be found qualified to
receive them. These licenses render it unnecessary for the holders of the
same to secure a license from the District Examiners ; but provincial licen-
ses may be cancelled or suspended by any Board of School Commissioners
for incapacity, neglect of duty, or immorality, on the part of the holder.

(2.) Pupil-teachers who have never taught, shall be required to attend
two sessions, before they can present themselves a8 candidates for a provin-
eial license of the first-class; and not then, unless they have taken a second-
class license at the close of the first term.

(3.) Pupil-teachers who have taught with a good degree of success for
five months, and have passed a superior examination before the District
Examiners on the second or first-class syllabus, as well as graduates of Col-
leges, shall be entitled, at the end of the first term, to present themselves as
candidates for a provincial license of the first-class. L

(4) Pupil-teachers who enrol as candxqates f?r provmcxal.H}gh School
or Academy licenses must, whatever be their attainments on entering, attend
two sessions before they can go before the Examiners to obtain their licen-
ses, provided that they do not already hold a first or second-class license
from the Normal School. Two sessions at the least will be needed to be
come thoroughly acquainted with the practical working of the graded sys-
tem of Schools, and the best method of conducting the same.

* If qualified, they may be examined on the d, or first-class syllsbus, omitting the praoc-
tical questions at the end. See Reg. 5 (3).
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6. The principal, as formerly, may admit pupils not intending to teach,
to the number of ten each term, at the rate of ‘$8 per session. The funds
thence arising shall be used to procure a Teacher in Drawing, for whom no
remuneration has been provided by law. Pupil-teachers shall receive in-
struction in this, as in other branches, without charge.

7. As outline lectures on Natural Science, embracing Chemistry, Mine-
ralogy, Botany, Zoology, and Geology, are delivered in this Institution, and
special attention given to Agricultural Chemistry with Vegetable and Ani-
mal Physiology, the principal may admit young farmers to the advantages
of this Course (as well as to kindred branches,) who are desirous of obtain-
ing a theoretical knowledge of their future calling. Practical illustrations,
touching Horticulture and Agriculture, are given by means of the experi-
mental garden and farm attached to the Institution. Such students shall
be admitted to this course on the payment®of a small fee, which shall be
expended on the improvement of the garden and farm.

8. At the close of each session, the Principal shall forward to the
Superintendent of Education a report, setting forth the name, sex, age, and
residence of each pupil-teacher eurolled, and of each paying pupil. He
shall also forward a list of those to whom the Examiners shall have granted
licenses, with the class of each, stating the class of each certificate of admis-
sion, with the name of the Inspector by whom it was given; and report
generally concerning the business of the session.

9. There shall be two sessions of the Normal School in each year; the
first commencing on the second Wednesday in November, and closing on
the last Thursday in March; and the second commencing on the second
Wednesday in May, and closing on the last Thursday in September. None
shall be admitted after the first week of each term, except in cases deemed
satisfactory by the Principal.

Vill. OF PUBLIC SCHOOL LIBRARIES.

The inhabitants of every section should seek to open wide the gates to
wholesome knowledge. One of the means provided by Law to accomplish
this, is the establishment of a suitable Public School Library in the several
School Sections throughout the Province. Works of History, Travels,
Biography, Literature, and Science, placed within easy access to all, would
go far towards supplying that knowledge which a system of free public edu-
cation randers, in a two-fold degree, a necessity.

By the 13th subdivision of the 6th section of the School Law, it is en-
acted that the Council of Public Instruction shall have power “to draw
from the treasury a sum not exceeding sixteen hundred dollars, for the es-
tablishment of School Libraries, on the condition that any section raise a
sum equal to the amount sought from the Council (consideration being given

sto poor sections) ; the books to be selected from a general catalogue autho-
rized by the Council, and the libraries to be managed under uniform regula-
tions prepared by the Council, and at all times to be open to inspection of
the Superintendent, Inspectors, and Examiners.”

It will be observed that local exertion (and not property or population)
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is, almost exclusively, the ruling principle in the appropriation of the above
grant, as of all other provincial grants in aid of public schools. The princi-
ple of aiding each school section in proportion as it exerts and helps itself
18, when slightly modified in aid of very needy sections, wholly unobjection-
able, and is admirably adapted to excite and bring into action that interest
and public spirit which are the life of any general system of social advance-
ment.

2. GENERAL PRINCIPLES UPON WHICH BOOKS WILL BE SELECTED
FOR LiBrArIes.—The Council of Public Instruction deems it proper to
state its principles of proceeding in performing the important and respons-
ible task of selecting bocks for the Public School Libraries.

(1) The Council regards it as imperative, that no works of a licentious,
vicious, or immoral tendency, and no works hostile to the Christian religion,
should be admitted into the libraries.

(2.) Nor is it, in the opinion of the Council, compatible with the objects
of the Public Schoo! Libraries, to introduce into them controversial works
on Theology, or. works of denominational controversy; although it would
not be desirable to exclude all historical and other works in which such
topics are referred to and discussed ; and it is desirable to include a selec-
tion of suitable works on the evidences of Natural and Revealed Religion.

(3.) In regard to books on ecclesiastical history, the Council deems it
best not to include them in the Public School Libraries.

(4.) With these exceptions, and within these limitations, it is the opin-
ion of the Council that as wide a selection as possible should be made of
useful and entertaining books of permanent value—adapted to the young,
the middle-aged, and those advanced in years—in the various departments
of human knowledge ; leaving each board of Trustees to consult its own
taste, and exercise its own discretion, in selecting books from the general
catalogue.

(5.) The including of any books in the general catalogue is not to be
understood as the expression of any opinion by the Council in regard to any
sentiments inculcated or combated in such books; but merely as an acquies-
cence on the part of the Council in the purchase of such books by any board
of Trustees, should it think proper to do so.

(6.) The general catalogue of books for Public School Libraries will,
if possible, be published the coming autumn (1866). The catalogue may
‘be modified and enlarged from time to time, as circumstances may suggest,

and as suitable new works of value may appear.

8. THE ESTABLISHMENT AND MANAGEMENT OF Pusric ScmooL
LiBrARIEs.—Under the authority of the School Law, the Council has
adopted the following regulations respecting the establishment and manage-
ment of Public School Libraries :—

(1.) Any board of School Trustees may establish a Library in the sec-
tion over which it presides; or two or more boards qf School Trustees of
sections contiguous to each other may unite in_ establishing and supporting
one Library for the sections so united, the Library to be subject to all
the reguldtions applicable to Libraries established in single sections.

(2.) Each Library shall be under the management of the School Trus-
tees, and the Trustees shall appoint or remove the Librarian, and fix his

salary.
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(8.) The Trustees receiving Library Books must provide a proper case
for the books, with a lock and key ; and must cause the case and books to
be kept in some safe place, and repaired when injured; and must also pro-
vide sufficient wrapping paper to cover the books, and writing paper to
enable the Librarian to keep minutes of the delivery and return of books,
and write the needful notes or letters. -

(4) When any books are taken in charge by the Librarian, he shall
make out a full and complete catalogue of them ; and at the foot of each
catalogue, the Librarian shall sign a receipt to the following effect :

“1, A. B., do hereby acknowledge that the books specified in the preced-
ing catalogue have been delivered to me by the Trustees of School Section
No. (or School Sections Nos. ), in the District (or Districts) of

, to be carefully kept by me as their Librarian, for the use of the in-
habitants within their jurisdiction, according to the regulations prescribed
by authority of the Statute, for the management of Public School Libraries,

" to be accounted for by me according to said regulations, to said Trustees,
and to be delivered to my successor in office.” Dated, &e.

Such ecatalogue, with the Librarian’s receipt, having been examined by
such Trustees, or some person or persons appointed by them, and found to
be correct, shall be delivered to Trustees, and shall be kept among their
official papers.

(5.) The Librarian shall be accountable to the Trustees appointing him,
for the cost of every book that is missing, or for the whole series of which
it formed a part. The Librarian shall also be accountable, in like manner,
for any injury which a book may appear to have sustained, by being soiled,
defaced, torn, or otherwise injured; and can be relieved from such account-
ability only by the Trustees, on its being satisfactorily shown to them, that
some resident within their jurisdiction is chargeable for the cost of the book
80 missing, or for the amount of injury so done to any work.

(6.) The Librarian must see that in each book belonging to the Library,
the number of the book and the name of the Library to which it belongs, is
written, either on a printed label pasted inside the cover of the book, or
on the first blank leaf of it, and that the number of days allowed by these
regulations for the perusal of the book is legibly marked thereon; and he is
on no account to deliver out any book which is not thus numbered and iden-
tified. He shall also cause all the books to be covered with strong wrap-
. ping paper, on the back of which shall be written the title of the book, and

the number in large figures. As new books are added, the numbers shall
be continued, and they are in no case to be altered ; so that if the book be
lost, its number and title must still be continued on the catalogue, with a
note that it is missing.

(7.) The Librarian shall keep a blank book, which may consist of a few
sheets of writing-paper stitched together—ruled across the width of the
paper, 50 a8 to leave five columns of the proper size, for the following en-
tries—to be written lengthwise of the paper: In the first column, the Title
and No. of the Book ; in the second column, the Name and Residence of
the person to whom delivered ; in the third column, Date of Delivery; in
the fourth column, the Date of its Return; in the fifth column, Remarks

respecting the Condition of the Book, as good, injured, torn, or defaced, &c.,
in the following form :—
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WHEN CONDITION oF

TITLE AND NoO. TO WHOM WHEN
RETURNED, THE BQOX.

OF THR BOOK. DELIVERED. DRLIVERED.

As it will be impossible for the Librarian to keep any trace of the books
without such minutes, his own interest, as well as his duty to the public,
should induce him to be exact in making his entries at the time any book is
delivered ; and when it is returned, to be equally exact in noticing its con-
dition, and making the proper minute.

(8.) The Librarian shall act at all times and in all things according to
the orders of the Trustees appointing bim ; and whenever he is removed or
superseded, he shall deliver over to his successor, or to the order of his
Trustees, all books, catalogues, and papers appertaining or relating to the
Library ; and if they are found to be satisfactory, his Trustees, or successor
in office, shall give him a receipt to that effect. But if any of the books
shall have been lost, or in anywise injured, the Librarian shall account and

pay for such loss, unless released by his Trustees.
(9.) The Trustees are ta attend faithfully to the interests of their Lib-

rary ; they are, at all times, when they think proper, and as often as pos-
gsible, to examine the books carefully, and compare the books with the
catalogue, and note such as are missing or injured; and to see that all
forfeitures are promptly collected, and that injuries done to books are
promptly repaired, and that the Library is properly managed and taken
care of.

4. REGULATIONS FOR THE CARE AND USE OF THE L1BRARY Books.
L—The following are the regulations for the care and use of the books in the

ib: —

(;'tl)ry The Librarian has charge of the books, and is responsible for their
preservation and delivery to his successor, or to the order of his Trustees
appointing him.

(2.) A copy of the catalogue of the books shall be made out and kept
by the Librarian, and open to the inspection of all persons entitled to get
books from the Library, at all seasonable times, or at such times as may be
determimed by his Trustees. .

(8-) Not more than one book can be delivered to & person at a time ;
and any one having a book out of the Library must return it before he can

receive another. .

(4) No person upon whom a forfeiture has been adjudged under these
regulations, can receive a book while such forfeiture remains unpaid.

(5.) Each resident of sufficient age to read books belonging to the
Library, shall be entitled to all the benefits and privileges conferred by
these regulations relative to Public School Librarjes; but no, person under
age can be permitted to take a book out of the Library, unless he resides
with some inhabitant who is responsible for him ; nor can he receive a book
if notice has been given by his parent, or guardian, or person with whom
he resides, that he will not be responsible for books delivered to such minor.
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But any minor can draw a book from the Library on depositing the cost of
such book with the Librarian.

(6.) Where there is a sufficient number of volumes in a Library to ac-
commodate all the residents who wish to borrow, the Librarian may permit
each member of a family to take books as often as desired, as long as the
regulations are punctually and fully observed. But where there are not
books enoungh to supply all the borrowers, the Librarian must accommodate
as many as possible, by furnishing each family in proportion to the number
of its readers or borrowers, or by delivering not more than one book at a
time for each family.

(7.) Fvery book must be returned to the Library within as many weeks
after it shall have been taken out, as it contains hundreds of pages—allow-
ing one week for the reading of a hundred pages; but the same person may
again take the same book, if application has not been made for it while it
was 50 out of the Library, by any person entitled, who has not previously
borrowed the same book—in which case such applicant shall have the pre-
ference in the use of it. And where there have been several such appli-
cants, the preference shall be according to priority in the time of their
applications, to be determined by the Librarian.

(8.) If a book be not returned at the proper time, the Librarian is to
report the fact to the Trustees, and he must exhibit to them every book
which has been returned injured by soiling, defacing, tearing, or in any
other way, before such book shall be again loaned out, together with the
name of the person in whose possession it was when go injured.

(9.) For eack day’s detention of a book beyond the time allowed by
these regulations, the forfeiture of two cents shall be incurred by the bor-
rower, and shall be payable forthwith to the Librariaan.

(10.) For the destruction or loss of a book, a forfeiture shall be incurred
by the borrower, equal to the cost of the book, or of the set, if the book be
one of a series. And on the payment of such forfeiture, the person paying
it shall be entitled to the residue of the series,

(11) For any injury which a book may sustain by a borrower, a 'for-
feiture shall be incurred by such borrower, of not less than five cents for
every spot of grease or dirt upon the cover, or upon any leaf of the volume;
for writing in or defacing any book, or for cutting or tearing the cover, or
the binding, or any leaf, not less than ten cents, or more than the cost of the
book.

(12.) If a leaf be torn out, or so defaced or mutilated that it cannot be
read, or if any thing be written in the volume, or any other injury done to
it, which renders it unfit for general circulation, the Trustees shall eonsider
it a destruction of the book, and the forfeiture shall be incurred accordingly,
as above provided in case of the loss of a book.

(13.) When a book shall have been detained seven days beyond the

time allowed by these regulations, the Librarian shall give notice to the bor-
rower to return the same within three days. If not returned within that
time, the book may be considered as lost, and the forfeiture imposed in such
case a3 incurred accordingly. . »
"~ (14.) When, in the opinion of the Librarian, any forfeiture has been
incurred by any person under these regulations, he shall refuse to deliver
any book to the party liable to such fine until the Trustees shall have de-
eided upon such liability.

(15.) It shall be the special duty of the Librarian to give notice to the
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borrower of a book that shall be returned injured, to show cause why he
should not pay the forfeiture incurred. Such notice may be given to the
agent or child, or sent to the house, of the borrower who returns the book ;
and it should always, if possible, be given at the time the book is returned.
. (16.) The Librarian is to inform the Trustees of every such notice
given by him, and they shall assemble at the time and place appointed by
him, or by any notice given by them, or any one of them, and sball hear the
case. They are to keep a book of minutes, in which every forfeiture which,
in their judgment, has been incurred, shall be entered and signed by them,
or the major part of them, or by the Librarian on their order, and these
minutes, or a duly certified copy of them, shall be conclusive evidence of
each of the facts recorded in them.
(17.) It shall be the duty of the Trustees to prosecute promptly for the
collection of the forfeitures adjudged by them, and all forfeitures shall be
applied to defraying the expenses and increasing the books of the Library.

5. MisceLLaNEous ReGuLATIONS.— (1.) When a School Trustee
shall be notified as having incurred a forfeiture for detaining, injuring, or
destroying a book borrowed from the Library, he shall not act as a judge
in his own case, but such case shall be decided upon by a majority of the
other members of the Corporation. In all cases, the acts of a majority of a
corporation are to be considered as the acts of the corporation.

(2.) In order to prevent the introducticn of improper books into the
Libraries, it is required tbat no book shall be admitted into any Public
School Library established under these regulations which is not included in
the catalogue ot Public School Library books, prepargd according to law.

(8.) The Trustees have authority, if t}]ey ghall think proper, (according
to the common practice of Circulating Libraries) to require the borrower
to deposit with the Librarian a sum equal to the cost of the book taken by
him, as a security for its safe return and the payment of any injury which
may be done to it. . .

(4.) The Inspectors of Schools shall inspect and Inquire into the state
and operations of the Libraries within their respective jurisdictions, and give
the results of their observations and inquiries in their annual reports; and
each School Section Corporation must report annually, in the “ School Re-
turn B,” the condition of its Library,.as specified in esaid Return.

(5.) The foregoing regulations being made under the authority and re-
quirements of the 13th division of the 6th section of the School Act, are
binding upon all parties concerned in the establishment, management, and
privileges of Public School Libraries; and all parties act with a full know-
ledge of these regulations. . . .

(6.) The regulations will be subjgct to r:gmsxderahon and revision from
time to time, as experience and the circumstdhces of the country may sug-

gest.

6. REMARES ON THE FOREGOING REGULAMONS—By the regula-
tions, it will be seen that a very wide discret.ion ¥ confided to the Trustee
Corporations, in the selection of books for Libraries, while the duties of all
parties concerned in the management and use of these .leraries are fully
stated, in order to prevent all doubts or mistakes respecting them. .Trustees
are relieved from the responsibility and odivm of imposing penalties: or for-
feitures in any case whatever; these are all specified in the regulations;
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and it only remains for the school authorities to investigate and decide upon
the facts of each case of alleged delinquency, and act accordingly.

The most of these regulations are adopted from Upper Canada and the
State of New York, where much experience has been acquired in the man-
agement of Public School Libraries. That experience has shown that a
strict adherence to these regulations is absolutely necessary to the majaten-
ance of harmony among all parties concerned, and to the preservation and
usefulbess of the Libraries. ' ‘

IX. OF THE SUPPORT OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

The mode of supporting Public Schools is clearly set forth in the Law.
It is three-fold: Provincial, County, and Sectional.

1. ProvinciaL—The Superintendent of Education will pay to each
legally qualified Teacher, who has taught a common school the entire num-
ber of prescribed teaching days in any school year, the following sums, or
proportionately according to the number of days be or she may have taught:

First Class Male Teachers..........c.... $120
First Class Female Teachers 90
Second Class Male Teachers { *****"""° o

Second Class Female Teachers 60
Third Class Male Teachers... § **"""" " "°
Third Class Female Teachers............. 45

Any legally qualified Teacher employed in a section designated by the
Board of Commissioners as one entitled to special aid as a poor section dur-
ing any school year, will receive from the Superintendent one-third more
than the respective sums mentioned above for the school year, or propor-
tionately according to the number of days he or she has taught. Payments
will be made half-yearly. In addition to the above aid in support of schools,
text-books, maps, and apparatus will be sold to each section, as public pro-
perty, on the payment by the Trustees of Aalf the cost of the same.

For special aid to Superior Schools, see ¢ Of SuperIOR ScHOOLS.”

For special aid to County Academies, see “ Of CouNTY AcCADEMIES.”

County.—It is provided that a County (or Sessional District) school
rate, yielding for distribution & sum “equal to thirty cents for every inhabi-
tant of the County (or Sessional District), according to the last census pre-
ceding the issue of the county#rate roll,” shall be levied annually; and the
amount thus obtained will be paid to the Trustees by the County (or Dis
trict) Treasurer upon the order of the Board of School Commissioners.

The County fund will®be distributed by the Commissioners, in terms of
the Act, as follows :— : .

_ “One-half of the amount provided to be raised annually as aforesaid,
shall, at the close of each half-year, be apportioned to the Trustees of Schools
conducted in accordance with this act, to be applied towards the payment.of
Toeachers’ salaries; and each school shall be entitled to participate therein
according to the average number of pupils in attendance, and the length of



COUNCIL OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 47

time in operatiqn, but shall receive no allowance for being in session more
than the prescribed number of days in any one half year.”

Trustees of Schools kept in sections designated by the Commissioners as
those “entitled to special aid as poor sections” during any school year, will
receive from the County fund one-third more per pupil than they would
otherwise be entitled to.

3. SECTIONAL.—From what has been stated above, it will be seen that
the amount of Provincial and County moneys that will be secured by any
section towards supporting its school or schools, will depend almost exclus-
ively upon local exertion, or the direct efforts made by the inhabitants of
each section in supporting as efficiently as possible their own school. In
order to, remove every obstacle to the putting forth of this local effort on
the part of the residents of each section, by which they will be enabled to
secure schools of a high order and of apnple accommodation, and thus obtain
the largest amount of public money, the law provides that—¢“ Any sum re-
quired by the province and county for the support and maintenance of a
public school or achools during the ensuing year-—mclydmg the purchase or
improvement of school grounds; the purchase, erection, furnishing, clean:
ing or repair of school houses and out buildings; rent of buildings or lands ;
insurance on school property; the purchase of fuel, prescribed school books,
maps, and apparatus; the payment of interest on money borrowed by the
section ; teachers’ salaries, or any other expenses required in providing an
efficient public school or schools, in accordance with this act, shall be deter-
mined by a majority of the rate-puyers present at a regularly called school
meeting; and any amount so determined shall be a charge on the section,
and shall be levied on the real and personal property within the county of
the residents of the section according to the county rate-roll.” Although
every section may know what sum will be received by the Teacher from
the province, yet the exact amount that will be received from the county
funds by the Trustees cannot be known at the time of the annual school
meeting of the section. The school-meeting should, therefore, be careful in
voting its estimates to authorize a sum amply sufficient to enable the Trus-
tees to meet the liabilities of the school year. Any balarce remaining in
the hands of the Trustees is, of course,. to be carried to the credit of the
next school year, while any deficit arising from an quthorized expenditure
may be carried forward and provided for in the estimate of the following

year.

X. OF SCHOOL REGISTRATION.

1. The Law makes it the duty of the Council of Public Instruction to
prescribe the form of School Register for all Public Schools, of the Secre-
¢ Boards of Trustees to promptly procure copies of the pre-

ies of th
s;mriﬁzdoBegister for Teachers, and of all Teachers to keep the Register in
the manner prescribed by the Council, on pain of liability to forfeiture of

1i (8. .
th; Pu%;;:egcrt)nun cil has prescribed a form of School Register, and caused

the same to be published, so that Trustees will have no difficulty in securi
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a faithful und proper registration of the schools under their charge. The
provision that the sum annually raised by county assessment shall be
distributed according to the average number of pupils in attendance during
the term renders it absolutely necessary for each Board of Trustees to see
that the right of their school to participate in the moneys raised by County
assessment is not endangered by any neglect in this matter. The School
Register may be obtained gratis on application to the County Inspector.

X1. TIME IN SESSION, HOLIDAYS, AND VACATIONS.

1. 1t is provided by law that: “ The school year shall begin on the first
of November, and six calendar months, commencing with the first of Novem-
ber and the first of May in each year, shall constitute a school term, includ-
ing all holidays and vacations prescribed by the Council of Public Instrue-
tion.”

Teachers will receive semi-annually from the Province one half the sums
fixed by law for the school year, provided they have taught every week-
day durmg the six calendar months of the term, less the number of days
prescribed for holidays and vacations; and proportionately if they have
taught a less number of days during the term. (See par. 5.) No teacher,
therefore, will receive any additional amount from the Province, by teaching
more than the prescribed number of days in any school term.

The same provision concerning time applies equally to the amount re-
ceived by the Trustees from the County school fund. Eaeh Board of
Trustees will secure a larger amount by keeping the school in operation
every teaching day in any term, than if the school were open only a portion
of those days; but no additional allowance will be received by keeping the
school open during the time prescribed for holidays and vacations. (See

. 5.) :

Intervals of rést from study will be found necessary to both teachers and
pupils. Both will thereby be refreshed. The school will become a place
of cheerful labor, instead of a place of confinement. The progress of the
pupils will not be retarded, but rather accelerated, while their daily atten-
dance will become more regular and constant.

2. 'The hours of teaching shall not exceed six each day, exclusive of the
hour allowed at noon for recreation. Trustees, however, may determine
upon a less number of hours. A short recess should be allowed about the
middle of both the morning and afternoon session. In elementary depart-
ments especially, Trustees should exercise special care that the children are
not confined in the school-room too long.

8. Every Saturday shall be a holiday; but Trustees of Town sections
may, if preferred, allow a half holiday on Wednesdays and Saturdays. The
anniversary of the Queen’s birthday shall be a holiday in all the public
schools. ‘

RxMARE.—One holiday each week, and short vacations, insure beiter recreation, and bettar
school progress, than few holidays and long vacations. Besides, parents who, from necessity
or ﬂwm, often require the presence of their children at home for a whole day, can frequentl
be induced to select Saturday instead of one of the regular teaching gamr the week. In thi

‘way the average daily attendance in the school will be inereased, an increase will neoes-
y leasen the amount to be paid by the rate-payers of each section,
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4. There shall be three Vactions during the ear, viz., eight days at
Christmas, a week at Seed time, and a fom;gight a{Harvest. As the zim
time when the vacations at seed time and harvest would be most desirable
must vary in different parts of the Province, and in different years, each
Board of Trustees is free to select such periods as may best accommodate
the section over which they preside.

5. Any teaching days on which schools are closed in order that Teach-
ers may attend an Institute convened by the Superintendent of Education,
or under his directions, will not lessen the amount of public money that
would otherwise be received either by Teachers or Trustees. Teachers
will be credited for such days as if spent in teaching, and Trustees will be
credited as if the schools had been open, and will be allowed for such days
the average daily attendance during the term. Each Teacher present at
an Institute will receive, at its close, a certificate from the Superintendent,
or from his deputy. This certificate must be securely attached to the Trus-
tees’ semi-annual Return, in order to secure for the section both the Pro-

vincial and County moneys as above.

Xil. OF TRUSTEES.

1. Tt is provided by law that the annual school meeting* ¢ shall be held
in the school-house of the section, or if not commodious, or if its use cannot
be obtained, or if there is none, in any other convenient building, on the
THIRD MONDAY IN OCTOBER; the meeting to be called by the trustees,
or, where none exist, by the inspector, by notices posted in three public
localities within the section, five days previously, signed by the trustees or
the inspector, as the case may be.” '!‘rustees should on no account fail- to
give the required notice to the inbabitants of their section.t Where seo-
tions are without Trustees, the people should see that the required notices
are procured in time from the Inspector, and properly posted. ',

Of the members of each board of Trustees elected in October, 1865, or
appointed at any time subsequently, by the (}ommissioners, one goes out of
office by ballot in October, 1866, and one in (_)ctober, 1867 ; and at each
annual meeting thereafter the first on the list, i. e., he who has served the
longest, retires. These vacancies must be filled by the election of new
Trustees. Those who have just gone out of office are eligible for re-elec-
tion? if willing to serve,—their term of office to date from such re-election.
[Sections which have not Trustees must elect three at their first annual’

* The f(’“OWigig outline indicates the usual and most important business to be transacted by
n,

the annual meeting:

“hafrman of the meeting. 2. To elect a Becretary to record the prooceedin
tb% u’f&f}ﬁ" : as(f l’?{‘o elect 8 new Trustee (or Trustees, as the case may be). 4. To receive th?r:.f
boede il hoard of Trustees concerning the educational condition of the section during the

ear, its tinances, and the requirements of the section during the ensuing year. §. To determine,

y & vote of a majority of the rate-payers present, what amount shall be ralsed by the section
during the ensuing year for any or all of the objects authorized by law; and if any sum i in.
cluded for the purchase or improvement. of grounds, or for the purchase or building of sehoo).
houses, to fix the period (not 10 exceed five years) within which the sum voted for these pur
poses shall be collected; and, if necessary, to authorize the Trustees to borrew money for the
procuring of houses or lands. (See Act, sec. 84.) 6. To transsct any other neoeesary businges,

t See Act, sec. 81.
4
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meeting, and at their second and third annual meetings, one of the Trus-
tees elected at their first meeting goes out of office, in the manner specified
above.

In cx]xse of vacancies caused during the school year, by death or other
extraordinary circumstances, a special meeting may be called by the remain-
ing Trustees or Trustee. In the event of no annual meeting being held, or
of no Trustee (or Trustees) being elected, a Trustee (or Trustees) may be
appointed by the Commissioners on the petition of seven or more rate-
payers. (See Act, sec. 30.)

2. The Trustees represent the inhabitants of the section, and transact all
school business in their stead and on their behalf. The interests of Educa-
tion cannot thrive in any section unless these officers efficiently discharge
their duties. Formerly, Trustees justly complained that their work was in
a great measure undefined. As a consequence, it remained unperformed.
Hence much of the past weakness and imperfection is remedied by enlarg-
ing the powers of these officers, and defining more specifically their impor-
tant duties. Sound judgment must be exercised by the various sections in
choosing fit men for this work—men of tntelligence, of business kabits, and
of educational zeal.

3. The duties of Trustees and their Secretary, are too specifically stated
in the Act to require explanation. Upon the Trustees is devolved the duty
of assessing, and upon their Secretary, of collecting all moneys authorized
by the school meeting.

4. Teachers are selected and engaged by the Trustees. All such en-
gagements should be made in writing. The amount of salary from the
Trustees will depend in a good degree upon the class of Teacher engaged.
Both male and female Teachers are divided into three classes. The follow-
ing may be considered a pretty accurate guide as to the proportion which
should obtain between the salaries of the several classes : —

1st class Male Teachers........ 1| 3rd class Male Teachers...}) ;
2nd « Male Teachers..... 2nd “ Female Teachers..§ 2
1st “ Female Teachers... #|3rd « Female Teachers. .. 3

The four groups correspond to the four degrees of qualifications required
in the general syllabus of examination. The proportions named are, of
course, not compulsory, but the Council desires to see adequate remunera-
tion given to all, believing that in no other way can the services of good
teachers be secured, and permanently retained.

The law makes special provision for the employment of assistant teachers.
These, of course, will not expect so much remuneration as teachers upon
whom is devolved the management of schools or departments. The advan-
tagés that may accrue from the. employing of assistants have been already
pointed out. (See page 26.). Trustees are empowered to employ any qua-
lified person as an assistant, but those only who hold licenses, given after
dub examination on the prescribed syllabus, and who teach at least four
hours daily, in a class room separate from the Teacher’s school room, can
receive provincial aid from the Superintendent. It may frequently occur
that some advanced pupil in the section would render valuable aid in the
capacity of an assistant, during a portion of the day, and trustees are em-
powered by the Law to employ such if they desire, even though he or she
n};y not have g license, Such assistant, however, cannot receive provincial
i S
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5. A relation being established between the trustees and the tedcher, it
beeomes the duty of the former, on behalf of the people, to see that the
scholars are making sure progress, that there is life in the school both intel-
lectual and moral,—in short, that the great ends sought by the edueation of
the young are being realized in the section over which they preside. Al
may not be able to form a nice judgment upon its intellectual aspect, but
none can fail to estimate correctly its social and moral tone. While the law
does not sanction the teaching in our public schools of the peculiar views
which characterize the different denominations of Christians, it does instruct
the teacher “to inculcate by precept and example a respect for religion and
the principles of Christian morality.” To the trustees the people must: look
to see their desires in this respect, so far as is consonant with the spirit of
the law, carried into effect by the teacher.

That the trustees may be thoroughly familiar with these internal
of the school, the law makes it their duty to visit the school at least four
times in the course of the year, apd urges their attendance at the semdi-
annual examinations. By visiting in rotation, a monthly visit may be had.
This would require, on the part of each, one visit a quarter. The encour-
agement and stimulus thus given both to the teacher and the taught would'
be incalculable.

It is also very important that the trustees be present at the school during:
the Inspector’s visitation. ,

6. Every school being free to all the children in each section, there
remains no hindrance to a universal popular education, but indifference or
selfishmess of parents.

Tt is especially incambent on the trustees as well as on teachers to see
that all parents within the section are awsare of the boon now placed within
the reach of their children. They will thus secure the largest and most
regular attendance possible, and as a consequence, & larger portion of pub-
lic money. They will also more widely disseminate the blessings of educa-
tion. Let all be able at least to read, write, and cypher.

7. The trustees must prepare a true return of the state of the school
according to the forms issued by the Superintendent, and see that the
game is lodged at the office of the Inspector on the day specified on the back
of the return. Any failure in this respect will subject school offieers to
great inconvenience, and may deprive the section of public money. If the
seotion be a “Border Section,” the law instructs the trustees to miake
returns to each Board of Commissioners with which it is connected. The
forms furnished will be minute, and each board of Trustees is- expected te
use every exertion to have them accurately filled up. A falss return well
subject the section to the loss of its grant for the term.

These returns must form the gronnd work of all our educational statistics.
In the past these statistics have been unreliable; but henceforth the register
of the teacher will form the chief source whence they must be drawn; and.
trustees must, during their school visits, satisfy themselveg that such register -
is being pmperly kept. The rett.xrns of the trustees being found reliable,
we may know our condition in this department of the common weal, and be
able to-adopt such'measures as shall best-meet the exigeneies of this branch
of the public service. . i b il . B

. To discharge the foregoing duties with' diligence and faithfuliess;
wig require Do a%nall amount of labor. But when we call t0 mind m
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object in view, and the important interests that hinge thereon, it cannot fail
to be seen that such an object is amply entitled to it all. Besides, pro-
vision is made for the retiring of one of the members of this trusteeship
annually. :

Xlil. OF EXAMINERS.

1. Each Board of Commissioners appoints two well-qualified persons—
who may or may not be members of the Board—to be members of the
« Committee of District Examiners.” The Council of Public Instruction
appoints another member of this Committee, who acts as its Chairman.
The business of this Committee is clearly set forth in the Law.

2. Each committee will hold semi-annual examinations during the
months of October and April. All applicants for license to teach, and all
wishing to be examined for admission to the Normal School, must present
themselves before the Examiners at these semi-annual examinations. The
law makes no provision for special examinations. Each committee will ap-
point stated times for its semi-annual meetings, in order that all may be

" aware of the times of their recurrence.

8. The exercise of much judgment and discretion will be required of
these Examiners. If, in the discharge of their high duties, they shall
place themselves in sympathy with the efforts now put forth to leaven
the youthful mind of the Province with a sound education, no provision of
the Law will do more to elevate the tone and quicken, the life of popular
education than the appointment of these officers. The following are the
qualifications which the Examiners shall require of all applicants for
licenses :—

SYLLABUS OF EXAMINATION.
Female Candidates— Class III.

LANGUAGE: Reading—To read a passage in prose, and another in verse,
with a distinct utterance and due attention to the punctuation.

Spelling.—To spell correctly any ordinary sentence dictated by the Ex-
-aminers,

Grammar—*1. To parse easy sentences and apply the rules of Syntax.
2. To have some general knowledge of the construction and various modifi-
eations of simple sentences.

RaEMARK.—The order pursued in parsing should be from the general to the particular, as in the
following model :—

WORD. CLAés. SuB-CLASS. INFLEXIONS. SYRTAX. RULE oF SYNTAX.
| Plu., 3rd Pers. “The subject of a.
[) The subject of] :
Bo, Noun. «Com. Mas. gend. Nom. 4 roporition must be’
o {Cue.g {theprop“m‘m‘ Pathe Nom. Case.” i

fove | Verb. {mve, Ind. Mood, Prem. | sublec, “Boys.” | | ith its sublect in

pumber and person.'’

Active Voice, “ A verb must agree
{m‘a. Mood, Pres, { Agrees with its {
Person. { ¢ A noun or pronouR

) Sing. 3rd Pers.|( Limits the ac-| | used to limit the ao-
»ovelty.| Noun. Com. { & {

Neut.  gend. Obj.|.] tion expressed . ¥ tion of a Trans. verb,
Case. the verb *love. xgust‘be in the Qbj.
|.Case.”
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Arirayeric—To be thoroughly acquainted with the following : —

(1.) The Arithmeticon or Ball-frame, and its use in illustrating the fun-
damental rules. .

(2.) All the Arithmetical Tables in use in the North American Provinees,
with their application to commercial Arithmetie.

3)* Arithmetic to Reduction inclusive, with the principle involved in

Decimal Notation, and with the different methods of proof,—as laid down in
the first and second parts of the advanced Nova Scotia Arithmetic.

WritiNg—* To write a specimen of the penmanship used in setting
copies of text hand and small hand, and to be able to give tolerable instruc-
tion in penmanship. - .

GeocraPHY—(1.) *To know well the Geography of Nova Scotia
(2) *To answer general questions concerning the lines used on maps
3) * I;? answer leading questions concarning the great natural divisions of
the earth.

Hisrory—To be well acquainted with the History of Nova Scotia.

*1. To explain with some facility the subject matter of any common
reading lesson.

Female Candidates— Class I1.

LANGUAGE :—Reading—To read a passage in prose, and another im
verse with distinctness, fluency, and due attention to the punctuation.

Spelling—To spell correctly any ordinary sentence dictated by the Ex-
aminers. 2. To know and exemplify the proper use of capital letters.
3. To know and exemplify the proper use of the period in punctuation.

REMARK.—The gmtge dictated by the Examiners should be such as to bring out in & single
exercise the candidate’s knowledge on these points.

Grammar—1.* To have a thorough knowledge of the classification and
inflexion of words. 2. To analyze any simple sentence. 3.* To parse
any ordinary sentence, and apply the Rules of Syntax. (See form of pars-
ing under Class L ) :

Composition.—1* To correct simple examples of the wrong use of words..
9% To write plain prose on a given subject. .

MaraeMaTics.—To have a thorough knowledge of the following :—

Arithmetic—1. The Ball-frame and its use. 2. All the Arithmetical
Tables used in the British Provinces, with their application to Commercial
Arithmetic; also, those of England, United §hates,.and France.. 8.* The
Rules and application of mePtal a:xd slate Arithmetic as far as interest, as
contained in the advanced Nova Scotia Arithmetic; and to be able to illus-.
trate all the Rules, by means of objects.

Algebm.-—-* The Fundamental Rules of Algebra.

Wrrting.—* To write a firm, plain hand, both text and small; and te

know well the principles of penmanship.
prY.—1.% To be able to draw from memory an outline map of

Noes%(;g‘i”” with the mountain ranges and chief rivers distinctly marked.
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2* To answer questions about the physical and political Geography of
the British North American Provinces, and any general questions concern-
ing the Hemispheres.

8* To understand the use of the terrestrial globe sufficiently to illustrate
thereby the succession of day and night, and of the geasons.

HisrorY.—* To be familiar with the histories of Nova Scotia and Great
Britain.

1.* Point out the means to be employed for exciting to diligence in study
And for securing good order and obedience. 2.%* Set forth the -expedients
to be adopted in teaching the following:—(1.) Reading, so as to secure the
qualities of distinctness and fluency: (2.) Arithmetic and Grammar to

beginners,

Female Candidates— Olass 1.

LANGUAGE: Reading—1* To classify the letters of the alphabet accord-
ing to the organs of speech employed in uttering them. 2. To give the
powers of the letters. 8. To read a pasrage in prose and another in verse
as in Class II, and with just expression,—or with that modulation and that
inflexion of the voice which will bring out with proper effect the true mean-
ing of the piece.

REMARK.—This exercise must be 80 performed as to leave no doubt in the mind of the Exsmi-
»er conerning the candidates fitness to conduct Recitation or Rhetorical exercises.

Spelling.—*To spell correctly any sentence dictated by the Examiners,
exemplifying in the same exercise the proper use of Capital letters and the
principles of Punctuation.

Grammar.—1* To classify grammatically any promiscuous assemblage
of words, and assign the reasons for such classification. 2.* To analyze any
simple or compound sentence. 3.* To parse, as in Class II. 4* To ex-
plain the structure of English verse and scan readily any of the four ordi-
nary measures,—Iambic, Trochaic, Dactylic, Anapestic.

Conposition—1.* To give an abstract, or outline, of any piece selected
by the Examiner. 2.* To convert a piece of poetry into the order of prose,
and to paraphrase parts of it. 8.* To explain any of the principal figures
of speech.

MaTeEMATICS : Arithmetic—To have a complete knowledge of the fol-
lowing :—

1. The Ball-frame and its use. 2. All the Arithmetical Tables in use,
with their application to commercial arithmetic. 3.* The rules of mental
and slate arithmetic as far as Exchange, as contained in the advanced Nova
Scotia Arithmetic, with their application.

Algebra—* To the end of Simple Equations.

Geometry—* The first book of Euclid.

‘WRITING.—* To write a firm current hand, and to be able to teach with
much facility the principles of Penmanship.

Booxr-KerpING.—Book-Keeping in its simple and elementary form.
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GEOGRAPHY.—* 1. To draw, from memory, an outline m: ¥onela
i . 2t s ap of Kngland.
Th;*m%untams, chief rivers, and seaport towg’to be distinctly markef

- 10 answer questions respecting the physieal and political geograph
of British North America, England, and Unitod States. 3.* To m«m v
the uses of the terrestrial Globe. :

HistorY.—* To have a minute knowledge of the History of Nova Scotia
and Great Britain,

ReEMARK.—The onﬂin:u of Universal History are not uired in this Exuniuﬂon i:ut ;
strongly urged upon the attention of mdfd.& e . ) e

1% To write notes of examination on any given reading lesson, adapted
to scholars six, nine, and twelve years old. 2.* To answer questions on the
proper expedients to be used in giving instruction in reading, spelling, gram-
mar, or geagraphy.

Male Candidates— Class I1L.
The same as required of Females—Class IL.

Male Candidates— Class II.
The same as required of Females—Class L

Male Candidates— Class I

LaNGUuaGE: Reading—1.* To show what alphabetical combinstions al-
ways represent simple sounds, and how this should be taken advantage of
in teaching children to read, (as ¢k in this.) 2. To give with accuracy and
ease the powers of the letters. 3. To read a passage in prose and another
in verse, with correct pronunciation, distinct utterance, proper pauses, fluen-
¢y, and a just expression of the sentiments of the passage-

REMARK~See Rem. under Reading, Female Candidates—Class 1.
. Spelling—Same as Class II. ; and to exemplify the correct use of quota-
tion points.

Grammar—1* To show the verbal elements of the English language,
and give the proportion of each. 2.* To present, with reasons in full, the
g'rammlatxcal classification of the words of our language. 3.* To present
© examp estof simple, complex, and compound sentences, and analyze any
given sentence.  4.* To parse in tabular form any sentence.

RxxARE—See Tabular Form of parsing given in Remark, Female Candidates—Class 111,

5. *To explin any of the followin
: 2 owing :—metre, accent, feet, cesural pause,
fi:g :2{;:‘3' 6. To scan with accuracy and ease any ordina;y form of Eng-

enﬁf;ﬁ: é:;?m'?ﬂﬁ?’&r mdm:bw:,hem of any other Langusge will be considered s
Composition—1* To convert g p; . .
Tt a piece of Poetry, richly florid,. into e
severely cha,s‘;itel;e 2";1 To explain the nature angy;dvan{ages of ﬁgurﬁxf:é
language, and be well acquainted with the principal figures of speech.
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MaTHEMATICS : Arithmetic—The Ball-frame and its use. 2.* To solve
any account in Commercial Arithmetic.

Algebra*—To work ang example, to the end of quadratic equations.

B Geﬁmetry.*—-'l‘o demonstrate any proposition in the first four books of
uclid.

Practical Mathematics*—To be well versed in right and oblique-angled
Trigonometry, the Mensuration of Surfaces, and Land Surveying, as given
in Chambers’ series, or an equivalent.

Navigation—To have a good knowledge of Navigation.

Natural Philosophy*—To have a tolerable knowledge of the elements of
Natural Philosophy, especially of Mechanics.

WRrITING.—Same as Female, Class L
Boox-geEPING.—To understand Book-keeping by single entry.

GeoGRAPHY.—1.* To draw, from memory, an outline map of any of the
Continents, with the mountain ranges and great rivers accurately marked.
2.* To have a good knowledge of general geography, and a very complete
knowledge of the subjects given in Female, Class I, Geog. *2. 3* To un-
derstand well the uses of the Terrestrial Globe.

History.*—To be well versed in the history of the British North Ame-
rican Provinces and Great Britain, and to possess an accurate knowledge of
the outlines of Universal History.

CaumisTRY.—To be able to teach the leading principles of Agricultural
Chemistry.

1.* To show what is meant by an abstract of a lesson, and how pupils
should be trained to write such abstracts. 2* To describe the spelling-les-
sons adapted to the first, second, and third divisions of a Common School,
and show how exercises in Dictation may be most expeditiously and effect-
ively corrected. 3.* To draw up a Time-table for use in a miseellaneous
school under given circumstances.

ReMARK.—By a time-table is meant a scheme showing the allotment of time to each braneh
taught in the School.

COUNTY ACADEMIES.
Head Master.

LANGUAGE: Reading.—Same as required of Male, Class I 4.

Spelling—1. To spell any word of fixed orthography and in common
use that may be dictated by the Examiners. 2. To spell correctly the writ-
ten exercises embraced in this syllabus.

English Grammar.—1.* To know the history of the English language.
2. To have a most intimate acquaintance with English Grammar in all its
departments, especially the construction of sentences or Analysis. 3.* To
. be well skilled in the mechanism of English Prosody. 4. To punctuate
correctly the examination papers.
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Composition~1. To answer an i i ing:
X y questions concerning the following :
( l.])* The issentlal elements of a good style. (2.) * The different kinds %f
sty i' (3.) " The nature, use, and classification of figurative language.
(4) " The dlﬁ'erent gtgnds of Composition.
2.* To write a critical examination of & given passage.
MaraEMATICS.—To stand a satisfactory examination on the following :—
1% .Anthmgtic; 2.* Algebra, Chambers or Greenleaf; 3* The first six
Books of Euclid; 4.% Practical Mathematics, as given in Chambers, or an
equivalent; 5.* Solid and Spherical Geometry; 6.* Navigation; 7.* Natural
Philosophy and Astronomy.
WRITING.—As in Male, Class I
. Boor-KEEPING.—To be able to teach Book-keeping, both by double and
single entry.
GEoGrAPHY.—1. To possess & minute and comprehensive knowledge of

Modern Geography,—* Mathematical, * Physical, and Political.
REMARK.~The examination on this branch must embrace the uses of the terrestrial Globe.

2. To have an accurate and extensive knowledge of Ancient Geography-

History.—To know accurately the following :—

1.* Full outlines of Universal History, and the leading events under each
period.

2.* Grecian and Roman History.

3.* History of Great Britain. In detail.

4.* History of British North American Provinces.

Prysioroay.—To know the leading features of Animal and Vegetable
Physiology. '

CremisTrRY.—* To have a tolerable knowledge of Chemistry—Inorganic
and Organjc—especially in its application to agriculture. -

Crassics.—To know well the Latin and Greek Grammars, and be able
to translate and parse accurately any of the following:—

1. Latin.—Cesar—* DeBello Gallico, Books I II. III. Horace—Odes,
Book 1., and *Ars Poetica ; Virgil—Zneid, Books L IL IIL; Livy—Book
L; Cicero—DeAmicitia ; Tacitus—* Agricola.

2. Greek.—Xenophon—*Anabasis, Books I. IL.; Memorabilia, Book I.;
* Homer—1liad, Books I. I III. Euripides—*Alcestis. :

3. To answer questions in Latin and Greek Prosody, and to scan with
correctness and expedition any of the preceding portions of Virgil, Horace,
and Homer.

4* To translate English into Latin and Greek.

1.* Describe the steps necessary to secure the thorough organization of a
Graded School, and the benefits flowing therefrom.

2% Why should more importance be attached to the method of teaching
than to the thing taught?

8.* Write out notes of an oral lesson on any subject illustrative of the
Science of Common Things. (Subject to be selected by the Examiner.)

4.* In what ways may wholesome emulation be encouraged in exciting

to diligence in study ?
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TO EXAMINERS.

1. The answers returned to questions on any subject marked with a star
(*) in the preceding exercises must be on paper. This does not preclude
any oral answers the Examiners may requiré of candidates on any subject
named in the syllabus. Examiners shall file and preserve the Kxamination
papers, and forward them to the office of the SBupeintendent whenever
required.

XIV. OF INSPECTORS.

1. A systematic inspection of schools is essential to their life and growth.
By it a wide-spread educational spirit is begotten and maintained. If effi-
ciently performed, local parties are made alive to their duty and interest,—
especially Trustees, Teachers, and Scholars.

2. Different countries pursue different plans to bring about a thorough
system of inspection. Some employ few Inspeetors, having large territories,
and receiving large salaries ; others adopt a mode the reverse of this,—each
seeking to operate according to its educational condition and external cir-
cumstances. All, however, agree that a system of Inspection is indispens-
ably necessary for the maintenance of an efficient system of education. The
Law provides an Inspector for each county in the Province. The sehool
moneys distributed to Teachers and Trustees will not be diminished, after
the present term, to provide remuneration for the Inspectors.

3. The duties of Inspectors are enumerated in the Law. These duties
are at once weighty and responsible, and demand for their faithful discharge
sound attainments, both literary and professional.

The finest points in all the branches of a common-school education, as
well as the end of education itself, and the fit means for attaining that end,
require to be practically known and appreciated in order to determine with
confidence whether a school is well or ill taught, or to be able to point
out any defect and suggest the proper rethedy. These officers require, also,
to be familiar with all matters of detail relative to school premises, school
orgamization, classification, appropriation of time,—in short, all that pertains
to both the external and internal of the school. They should have, too, fiill
command of their time, that they may be able to spend at least three hours
in every school twice during the year. In a majority of counties, this would
occupy five or six months, irrespective of the time that must be devoted to
the other duties of the office.

4. Schools competing for the superior school grant must, if necessary,
be irlxspected twice each term,—once early in the term, and again toward |
its close.

5. . Trustees, Teachers, and others, requiring information concerning edu-
cational matters, should freely consult the Inspectors.
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XV. OF COMMIESIONERS.

1. Each Board of Commissioners holds its semi-annual meeti in
Novgmber and'May. A chairman is elected annually at the Not:‘;lg:ber
meeting. Special meetings may be called by the chairman, on the requisi-
tion (?f two merpbers of the Board, or by the direction of the Council of
Public Instruction. Five members constitute quoram.

2. The Council of Publie Instruction bas appointed, in conformity with
the law, the following days for the semi-annual meetings of the Boards,

beginning in November, 1866 :

District of Cape Breton, second Tuesday in November and in May.
“ Victoria, second Tuesday in « s
« South Inverness, second Tuesdayin ¢ “
“ North Inverness, third Tuesday in ¢ i“
o Richmond, second Tuesday in “ "
& Antigonish, second Tuesday in
i« Guysborough, gecond Tuesday in
“ St. Mary, third Tuesday in

“ North Pictou, second Tuesday in “ «
“ South Pictou, second Thursday in  © s
¢ Colchester, second Tuesday in ¢ “
“  Stirling, third Tuesday in “ n
“ Cumberland, second Tuesday in « i“
s Parrsborough, third Tuesday in “ “
6 Halifax City, second Monday in & “
u Halifax West, second Friday in o “
#  Halifax Rural, third Friday in « “
« Halifax Shore, third Tuesday in “ u«
i West Hants, second Tuesday in s &
“ East Hants, second Friday in “ u

i« Kings, second Tuesday in

i Annapolis West, second Tuesday in ¢ “

« Annapolis East, second Friday in “ “

“ Digby, second Tuesday in

“ Clare, second Friday in

“ Yarmouth, second Tuesday in

“ Argyle, second Friday in

«  Shelburne, second Tuesday in

i Barrington, second Friday in

“  North Queens, second Tuesday in

i South Queens, seeond Friday in

“ Chester, second Tuesday in

“  New Dublin, third Tuesday in ‘

“ Lunenburg, the Friday coming between the days fixed for the
meetings of the Chester and New Dublin Boards.

3. The following comprises the principal duties requiring the attention
of the Commissioners at the semi-annual meetings :

(1) The Reception of the Inspector’s Report for the Term—Each
Inspector is required to report fully to the Commissioners upon the condition
9f the sc'hools of the district. ‘I'his report should contain specific and reliable
information upon the various matters to be brought under the consideration
of the Board, in order that each member may know the educational aspect
of the entire district.

(2.) The Examination of the Trustees’ Returns—In connexion with this
examination, the Board should freely avail itself of the Inspector’s special
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report of the results of his inspection of any school. If the returns are
found satisfactory, they must be marked “approved,” and signed, in behalf
of the Board, by the chairman, and also by the Inspector; but, ‘if from any
just cause, as specified in the law, the Commissioners shall withhold their
approval, they shall write upon the return their decision, with the grounds
thereof’ The grounds on which the Commissioners are to withhold their
approval bave reference both to Trustees and Teachers, and are as follows:

(a) Respecting Trustees and the section they represent:
Failure to conduct a free school, and one in accordance with law-
Sec. 19, par. second.
False Return. Sec. 13 (8); sec. 38 (10).
Failure to adopt measures to provide proper school accommodation,
after the school-house has been declared “unfit” by the Board.
Sec. 13 (2).
(b)) Respecting Teachers:
Want of license from the District or Provincial Examiners. Sec. 45,
False certificate made by him or her to Trustees’ return. Sec. 45 (12).
Immorality, incompetency, or neglect of school duties. Sec. 13 (3).
Being engaged in a school not conducted according to the law. Sec 18,

Each Board of Commissioners is expected faithfully and wisely to carry
out the above provisions of the law respecting the approving or disapprov-
ing of school returns. Otherwise, enterprising sections and faithful teachers
will not receive their merited rewards; and the most important provisions
for the elevation of all the schools of the district will be well-nigh powerless
for reform.

The decisions of each Board must be explicitly stated upon the Returns
forwarded to the Superintendent of Education. The Law provides (sec.
18) that “the Superintendent shall, with the approval of the Council of
Public Instruction, withhold the Provincial grant, or a portion thereof, from
any teacher who has not complied with the requirements of the Act.”

(3.) The Distribution of the fund raised by county (or district) assess-
ment,—Where more than one Board of Commissioners draw from the same
County Treasury, the county money cannot be distributed till after cach
Board so connected has met and passed upon its Trustees’ Returns.  Other-
wise the law cannot be carried out, as it requires that all the schools in the
county shall participate in the fund according to the same rate. This rate
cannot be determined until the number of satisfactory schools, and the aver-
age attendance of pupils, and the time in session of each school in the
county, are known. This delay will occur in only a few cases, where “ School
Districts” are not co-extensive with counties or “districts holding General
Sessions of the Peace.”

In distributing the county fund to Trustees, each Board of Commission-
ers will proceed as follows :—

(a) Exclude all schools whose Returns are not “ approved” by the Board
for any reason specified in the law, as detailed above (par. 2), respecting
Trustees and the section they represent.” :

, (132‘ Distribute the fund at the disposal of the Board for the half-year, to
the Trustees of sections having satisfactory schools, according to the provis-

ic;‘ns of the law, in the manner indicated in the “ Commissioners’ hali-yearly
eel »



COUNCIL OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 61

(4) The distribution of certain undrawn Provincial grants—In the
event of the special grants in aid of Superior Schools or County Acade-
mies remaining undrawn at the expiratioq of any school year, the same may
be placed by the Superintendent at the disposal of the Board of Commis-
sioners, to aid poor sections in providing suitable school accommodation, or
in improving their furniture. Any distribution of such moneys should be
8o regulated by the Board as to call forth corresponding local exertion on
the part of the recipients. It should, like all other school grants, be strictly
a grant in aid. L

(5.)  The condemning of school-houses, or of buildings used as such.—
This is a most important and extensive power committed to each Board of
Commissioners, and should, with necessary prudence, be fant'hfnlly exerciged.
There cannot be any lasting educational progress unless suitable school ac-
commodation is provided by each section, according to its ability, for all its
children. The law provides means by which an ample portion of the
resources at the command of the inhabitants of each section may be devoted
to so necessary and so noble a use; and it is for each Board of Commis-
sioners to determine how long it will suffer certain sections whose school
accommodation is insufficient or perhaps a disgrace to its inhabitants, to
share in the public grants, while other sections, having, it may be, less
means at command, are prompt to supply in a liberal manner every requi
site for the conduct of efficient schools. . .

During the past year, several of the Boards of Commissioners have dealt
most wisely in this matter, and the effect of the exercise of their authority
has been most salutary. Every Board should, in justice to those sections
under its charge which have spared neither money nor pains to secure com-
modious school-houses, as well as in the interests of social advancement,
solicit from the Inspector at least an annual statement of the condition of
school buildings, and the extent of their accommodation, compared with the
number of children eligible for school privileges. Reliable information
baving been obtained ooncerning the unfitness of the school buildings in any
sections, no time should be 1ost in formally declaring the same, and such
declaration should be forthwith forwarded to the Trustees, and their atten-
tion called to the provision of the law requiring the Boa;d after .
[here state the time determined by the Commissioners] to « withhold all county
school moneys from any school section, if measures are not adcpted whereby
a suim}zle house or houses amay be provided, according to the ability of the
pection.

Each Board will be careful to give every section sufficient notice. It is
recommended, as a general rule, that declarations condemning school-houses
be made at the semi-annual meeting in May of any year. This will allow
the section to take action at its annaal school meeting during the following
October. The attention of Commissioners is also specially directed to the
requirements of the law respecting the nature of the school accommodation
to be provided. See law, sec. 35, (a), (8), (¢), (4), (¢), (f), secs. 36, 87 ;
also, “ Comments and Regulations of the Council of Public Instruction,”
p- 26-27. The law contemplates graded schools, wherever the number of
children is sufficiently large, and where it is not, the nearest possible ap-
proximation to Graded Schools, by means of class-rooms and assistants.
By such accommodation, better buildings will be sectured, less expenditure
will be required to educate all the children, the progress of the pupils will
be more rapid, and the schools will in all respects be rendered far more
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efficient. All the public schools must be so conducted as not to violate this
leading provision of the law.

(6.): The appointment of Trusiees.—Provision is made in the law (see.
13 [6], and sec. 30) for the appointment by each Board of Commissioners
of School Trustees (or a Trustee) in case of failure on the part of the peo-
ple to elect the same. The first appointment in a section in any school
year is to be made upon the requisition of seven or more rate-payers; but
in the event of any person appointed as a Trustee by the Board refusing or
neglecting, for twenty days, to act in that capacity, the board shall, with or
without a requisition from the rate-payers, make such further appointments
as may be found necessary.

In cases where trustees (or a trastee) have been duly elected by the peo-
ple, but refuse to act, or neglect the performance of duty for twenty days
after such election, the board shall, with or without a requisition from the
rafe-payers, appoint suitable persons as trustees.

In order to obviate the necessity of convening special meetings of the Com-
missioners to appoint trustees, each board is empowered by law (sec. 13,
7) to appoint a committee of not less than three of its number to make all
such appointments that may be needed between the regular semi-annual
meetings. Each board is strongly urged to provide such a committee. Its
members should reside very near each other, so that cases needing attention
might be dealt with without delay. A careful record of every appoiniment
ghould be made by the Committee, and preserved.

(7.) The providing of special aid to poor sections.—No provision of the
achool law is more noble and humane than that which directs each Board of
Commissioners at its semi-annual meeting i3 May of each year, “to deter-
mine what sections under its supervision are entitled to special aid as poor
sections during the following school year,” i. e. the “ school year” beginning
on the November ensuing. The May meeting is the only time at which
the boards are empowered by law to take such aetion; and the report of the
Inspector, together with local knowledge possessed by each Commissioner,
should enable each board to determine wisely what sections shall receive
this aid. An entry must be made of the name of each section, and a notice:
forwarded to the trustees, stating that if the inhabitants of the section sustain
& public school in accordance with the requirements of the law, they will
receive one-third more per pupil from the county fund than the. allowance
to other sections; and that the Superintendent of Education will increase.
the Provincial allowance by one-third to any legally qualified teacher whom
they may engage,—provided the school is conducted in a satisfactory man-
ner. REvery section thus notified will be in a position to adopt such mea~
Bures af its annual meeting as will secure a school. Some sections will not
require special aid for more than one year, while others may need assist-
ance for several years. Each Board of Commissioners, while it seeks to
establich and foster a school in every poor section, should have a.zealous.
care to the putting forth, on the part of the people, of suitable local effort
If judiciously administered, this provision of the school law will remove
every reasonable obstacle to the. establishment of a public sehool in' every
section throughout Nova Scotia.  The list of sections entitled to special avd
must be revised by the Commissioners at each succssding May mesting.

(8) The fixing of @ day on or bafors which Trustees' Returns must be
ladged with the Inspector.—Each Board is required to fix a day, which must
be.at least two days prior. to its semi-annual meeting, on or before which the:
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trustees of all public schools within the district must ledge their returns,
duly certified, at the place previously indicated by the Inspector. The days
named by the Council of Public Instruction for the semi-annual meetings of
the boards will allow each school term to expire before the trustees are re-
quired to make up their returns. This will enable the “average attend-
ance” and “time in session” of each school to be accurately reported in the
returns.

9) The appointment of District Bxaminers— Each board appoints two
members of the © Committee of District Examiners” pfovided by law, and
the Council one, who is to be the chairman of the committee. The selection
by the board is not confined to its own members, but may be made from the
district at large. From whichever source derived, no pains should be
spared to select men of high literary and professional attainments. They
- will be required not only to examine and classify applicants for all grades of
the Common Schools, but also to examine all applicants for Head-master-
ships of Academies. The proper discharge of this duty implies large mathe-
matical and classical knowledge, as well as clear views as to what constitutes
an efficient teacher, together with a thorough knowledge of the organization
and management of schools, both mixed and graded.

(10.) The cancelling or suspending of teachers’ licenses in certain cases.
— Lisenses granted by the “committee of District Examiners” are subject
to cancellation or suspension by the Commissioners in the follewing cases :—

(a) To cancellation—Feor “drunkenness or other gross immorality,”
sec. 13 (5)-

%) To cancellation OR suspension—For “signing a false certificate”
attached to the trustees’ half-year return, sec. 45 (12).

b8 jon.—For “neglect of duty or incapacity,” sec. 18 (5).

gfgzensfe granted by the Provincial Examiners are subject to the A
exercise of authority by the Commissioners, with respect to cancellation or
suspension, 88 the above.

The law makes it the duty of the Commissioners to notify any teacher of
any such action taken by the Board, and the trustees by whom such teacher
may be employed ; and to immediately acquaint the Superintendent, stating
the name, sex, and class of the teacher whose license shall have been can-
celled or suspended.

(11) The altering of the boundaries of existing sections, and the creating
of new sections.—The power of the Commissioners in this matter, and the
conditions on which it may be exercised, are distinctly stated in the law,
sec. 13, (1); see, also, “Of School Sections,” p. 23. Since one of the lead-
ing enactments of the law provides for the grading of schools, it is earnestly
hoped that each Board will exert its influence and authority to preserve,
wherever practicable, such a number of inhabitants in each section as will
enable either graded schools, or the closest possible approximation to them,
to be sustained in as many sections as possible. No mere preference in favor
of one section or another, on the part of parents, should be allowed to inter-
fere with the preservation of the proper bounds of sections. - Such bounds
ghould always be determined upon as will enable the people of all the sec-
tions to educate their children in the most efficient and most economical
manner. That sections of good size will secure efficiency and economy,
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does not admit of question. (See law, p. 18.) One good school is every
way preferable to two poor ones. ]

In making any necessary change in the established boundary of any
section, the utmost care must be exercised that such change does not take
effect prior to the settlement of engagements entered into by the trustees,
under the authority of the annual meeting. The Council recommends that,
as a general rule, the changes required from time to time be made at the
semi-annual meeting in May, to take effect at the annual school meeting of
the section on the third Monday in October. The sections affected must
always be notified as early as possible of the decision of the Board.

ERRATUM.

“ Comments and Regulations,” page 47, 15th line from top, for “Any
sum r'equired by the Province,” &c., read, “ Any sum required by any section
over and above the sums provided by the Province,” &c.



