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DeVOTEQD TU ORTHOOPI AND ORTHOGRAFI.

ST YEr.i. PODRT HOPE, CANADA Nov.,y 1885.

.. LFÂI3JT.W STUDIZ.

III.-SHAZn VOW.LS (contiinuecL)
What shade vowels need and deserv

;alabetic representation? This is best
ansrd by speeifying such as hav separat
letr-,shapes asignd ia alfabets at somne
tirne or another. This wil giv the gen-
oral opinion of those who go beyond
twelv vowels. We believ we ar satè in
saying that the alfabets Iookt on with
most favor represent twelv vowels onily.
If any alfabet lias been overlok. kt it bas
been due Vo our not being aware of its
existence. Any such omision wil not
:afect conclusions. The reader must
reniember that we seek the necesary
distinctions of sound requisit for altii-
betic purposes in practice popularly -
flot l'or dictionary use.

a. In 1843, Mr A.J.Elliq insisted that
the vowel la burn was esentialy difer-
ont froni that ini but. Froi '44 Vo 47,
it had its own sign in both fi nografy
and fonotypy. It was abandonu ini both
after three years in which it provokt,
inuch oposition. Mr 1itmnan has flot
departed from tweiv vowels since '47.
HIe bas givil a grafic acount of wbathe
hold.- was wors than three years loss of
tume to the movement. It cripld it ini
ways not yet in ful recoverd froni.

b. Dr Crnistock publisht the New
Testament ln Philadeiphia in '47, and
gave a separat caract.er to vowel in air,
wbich lie jponsiders composed of the
vowels ia end and up. Those in tube,
ite, oit and but ar giva singi ajgns as if
simpi: the general opinion zonsiders
them difthongs.

c. Mi, A.Longley stil uzes the alfabet
of '54 with the vowvel in care.

d. Graham in bis Iiandbook of Fon
ografy, N. Y. '60, distinguisht vowels

in air, whole, her, a-si.
e. Mr Elias L,ýngley, between *58 and

'84 publight at least two primaers and
muchi els. U p to Oct., 84, hoe insisted
on distinguisbing the vowels in air,
earn and arm. Since. he uzes none at
ali. In this ho is influeuced mure by a
spirit of compromise than <ronviction.
H e states that he flound afLer five years'
trial that it was imposibi to get bis pre.
vius alfabet accepted.

f. Knudsen uzes that in bird or fur,
g. Benn Pitinan, (.Newà Test., Cin-

cinnati, about *62) bas eartl., air, asic.
h. Bancroft (îSan Francisco A4ffabet,

1884,) givs lier.
i. Coombs. (Complete Fotelie A~ffa-

bet, N.Y., 1884) givie ar»e, earnest, air
and irksome.

j. U. S. S.R.A. givs care, far, bitri.
k. Simpson of Leamington, Ontario,

publisht an alfabet at Ridgetown in 81.
1V is a system of diacrities, making the
same distinctions as Webster: careJar,
the-re, tei. firm.

i. An alfabet bas just apeard anon-
ymusly in Canada which givs earn.

The vowel in wlwle, as distinguisht
from that iu no, is not considerd worthy
of alfabetie discrimination by any but
Grahami. As it stands alone,we omit it.

Again, it makes no diference w~hether
we ar todiscriminate the vowel in arm
from that in asic (pronounced dtsk,) or
vice versa. If arm ho the principal, aSk
is the shade; if asi be principal, arm
is its shade.

0f' the six shade vowels givn by some
riters, as Phyfe, i t apears that four only
hav ever been considerd wcrthy of al-
Ifabetie distinction, viz:-

1.arx, jar, [from. asic (ask>j
2. earr., lier, earth, birc4 terni, ftrmn,

earnesi, iricsome.
3.burn, urn.
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4. air, care,' there.
Aitho some wud hav burn and urn

placed in the saine list as carn, etc., it
wil net afect conclusions

Observ: the 'vowel is folowd in each
word by r. May net r hav sernething
te do w.ith the preceding vowel? Such
change dees net always depend on r
atone, for we frequently find vowels
net afected by r. as in m-;-ry, errorspir-
it. carrnage. In each of the latr. hew-
ever, the r is imnediatly folowd by a vow
el in the saine word. Se, loeking again
at the list above, wre ar struk by the re-
mnarkabl fact that the r is either final in
sound, or els i-3 imedicitly folowd by a
consonant. lu carc, r represents the
final sound, the e beirig silent. If yu
ask for severat exan.plq of a shade vow.
el. it wiI ofn be quite amusing te observ
that the above, raie heids thruout the
list. For exampi. the singi vewel givn
by Knudsen is il istated by bird, earth,
beri'&, mirth.fur,fir.

It apears, then, that when certan
vowels ar foiowd by r and anether con-
isonant imediatly in the saine word, or
if the r be final in seund, the n)receding
vowel either undergees i)an q ctuat
change, producing a shadle vewel; or
(ii) ne change ocar8. What is this
change? if any. Is itone of quality?
We believ observation te say net. It is
one of quantity' oniy. Acordingly, as
it is ne function of a letr-shape te rep-
resent quantity, but quaity enly, ther
la ne need of aditionai shapes.

If ne change is produced, ther la ne
use fer a distinctiv sign te mnark an in-
aginary diference. If yu take the other
case however that a change (whethr
of quantity or quality or both inakes
no diference) the r final or the r and the
ether consonant wil be always there te
indicate such change. In either case
.'AWAr WMr SUADE VOWELSP" They
ar oposed te simplicity and ar superflu-
us te boot.

MEAN: Te receiV the 1{eRALD month
after inonth in silonce snd then return
it when a bit is rendec.

(3w Yup. NAME.-We hav reoeivd a
subscription witheut name or adres.-
Soine One (in Toronto?) has returnd
the paper in like manner. Who?

NEW MINIMUM.-On page 31 we
stat6d the foiewving Ruies:
A. OMIT evry iiseles letr.
B. CHANGE 5 d, ph, gh

if se r'ounded e to t, f, f
In efect.-, they ainount te. very nearly
the 24 Joint Raies. In some respects,
they go a tit[ beyend thein; in others,
they fail a liti short. Rale B le faly
jastified by the 24; Rule A is very near-
ly se. Bothuf tbemerpeal tesoued or
pronuinciatien as guiding fandaxuental
principi. We propose that these be
mnade a new minimum. They ar net,
te be adopted until fairly and fuly il-
lustrated and tested in rnedifying the
present forma of vvords se as te giv an
aproved aproxirnation in recerding
prontinciatien. We hav drifted grad.
ualy I rcm the principi of speling by
sound, and we expeet te get bak te it
by succesiv aprexirnatiens rather than
by sudn revolution. In this issue we
ilustrate the Rules partiaiy. We hope
our readers vvil note our orthografy,
criticise and sugest a betr. In sagest-
ing a betr, changes must be foanded
on definit guiding principis. In other
words, alterations must net depend on
indivîdual whixns but generat consent.

"R EYIS.ED SPELING" might be
einpleyd. as an expresir terin for the
erthegrafy givn by Raies A and B, as
they maay be considerd as the outcoe
or the Reyision of Speling now in pro-
gres, or se mach of it as is generaly
agreed on. We hav as good aright to
spel by thexu as we hav te uze the Re-
vised Translation of the bib1,- insted of
that of 1611. No one shud be compeld
te uze the arbitrary orthografy of this
or any past century insted of one that
ia aprexiniatly rationat anal regular.

FURTHE1? STEP&.-At page 292,
we gave the succesiv &tepa by whiJch so
low a mninimnum, as the Five Ruies was
reacht. The next step wad apear te
be the adoption of the Ten Raies, as
givn p. 28. After that wud corne the
joint Raies or their eqai.vaient Rutes
A and B.* The latr ar in mach.sixupler
form than the Joint Rales,ancf apealing
as both A and B do tO the principi cf
mind, ar capabi of redy use without

resort te memerij, but uzing the ear as
a guide, aided by reason.

-g-

I



OPIMloNS 4- COMENýTS.

Mir Geo. C. Holland rites frorn Ot-
tawa: -ln speling, 1 conf'orm te pro-
vailing umage. arbi.rary and unreason-
abi tho it ofn is. 1L do flot look upon~
8peling by souud as %ltegether utopian
but think it wil flot acompiish much in
my lifetiie.* Wben those whose pro
fesion it is to educate the publict ar
brot te, seet the wisdom and utilit y of'
a les s&rbitrary mode of speiing, somo-
thing may ho doue for the next gener-.
ation, but til thon those of us who hav
been drild by a difereut order of in-
struction ar iikely to maintain§ the oli
standard of orthogiafy."

["In our old Latin exorcise book, we
red 'Trhe good man plants trees of
which he wil neyer see the fruit." The
case is not £0 far off as that: ther la
some fruit alredy. By the wise fore-
tho' t of our ancAstors. we enjoy mucli;
we shud do as much for posterity-yes
for ourselvs.

tTeachers say the demand must be
fromn the outside: they ar poireries, tho
comronly w*ling, to change, unies the
Education Department sanction, and
it lu turn la powerles, even if wiling.
unles the public demnand, at Ioast givsulent consent. to, change. Elow can
we betr become a multitude than by
a leag-Union? "Drops of water tura
* rail." llow can wre promulgate 'riews
betr than by a liti jurnal wrhose price
la the veriest trille? Yet sending that
trille is an ernost and wil help it to ho
establisht. Evry litI helps. Besides,
we do more than talk: we giv exampls
of e> lier steps; we exemplify a stage
employing a sign for each vowei. We
tbereby dernonstrate its simplicity and
p-racticabilily. We hav begun- a good
begining ia hat the bati. Wo must bo-
gin somewhere if' we ar te aoomplisl2.

liIow can thoy be bro't to see it un-
les we urge it upon thern?

§W shud be neither expected te do
so nor conxpeld. Yu caui and shud alow
yur neighbor te, do so if preferd; and so
not, be obstructiv. -EnD.]

CoNOoRDL& SA&Lv8 rites 't]hat, whie
forming an alfabet, we shud

L. Bestriotly andi consistentlyfonetio
both in sirupi letra and in digrafs.
iü. Recognize only broad typie sounids

in deliberat pronunciation.
iii. Chooz existing letrs for the souflds
they most frequently represont in the
old orthografy.
iv. (A corfflary to i.) If a difthong is
non to bo diferently sounded by good
speakers in dit erent places, it shud hav
a new sign. P

I Many conder (iii) questionabi if
construed to niean our language only
insted of agreement between nationi
uzing Roman letr8. Conformation to
the spirit of the "Open Letr'l on p. 19
is important, perhaps esential. Again,
(iv) is proliably a good sugea4tion, cut-
ing the Gordian not-rathor tan un-
tying it by giving a quite satiefactory
SOlUtion.-EDITOIt.]

Rev. Hotoard Crosby, D). D., LL. J).
rites te the Home Jurna': " The change
of ph tof is a very proper one even on
antiquarian grounds. T'he Greek ietr
fi was a singl letr for a singi sound.
What we now need is some central
authority, like the Acadezny in France,
to set us a-going. The omiskjn of the
mute letrs wii be easy. but changes of
letrs wil require a great deal of efort.
The adition of new letrs wil be bardest;
of ail te establish. Nezat te, an academy
thu newspaper pros is the best powrer
to forward this matr. "t

[IF was the L.atin equivalent of the
Greek letr. ln Italian. the lineal de-
sondant of Latin, f only is uzed. Lt is
the same in Spanish.

-1The drder of dificuity is very wel
put. It is a law in dynamics that aH
motion la in the direction of least res-
istance. Acordingly, Rules A and. B
point out a definit, considerabi, and
perliaps easy Uino of advance. Uow
generaiy acceptabi it wil prove we wait
to see.-.ED.]

#& JEWELLERY is an Od colocation
of useles letrs. On more than 12af of
the sign-boerds we read Jeu'elry.

L4APÀN.-The Ja.panese ar moving
toards reform in riting and speling.
They propose te lay aside their okl
Chiriese caracters which tbey hereto-
fore uzed and introduce R~oman latra
employd ini fonetie fashon. As it la,
it requires a large part of a lifeti.me to
ler their alfabet.-Sh<nthand Riter.
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GERMAN IouOLro:Practico and
'lheory - T'he 'Best <3erman, Ger-
mani 8ounds. and boiv they ai' repres
ented in Speling; the Letrs of the
Alfàlbet, and tIviji fonetie vailles,
(ierman Accent; Specimens. By W.
Vietor, Ph. D,.,Pf.Eng. Phlt
ology, Mlarburg, and late Lecturer
on Tleutonic Lanîzuages. University
College, Liverpool. Hienniger Bro's
Publishers, H-eilbronn, 1885.
This titi book is a contribation fo

comparaciv orthoepy. IV is acurat and
fer the most part lucid. T he German
o as in soil, von, etc.. is stated Vo be
between the o in wohil and that in our
word or. [n other ivords, the o in voit
is between the vowel sourds in our no
and or'. The shape 0 is capabl of such
modification as sbal indicate interna.
tional diferences. Thus we can ha'; (
or other variety of modified o for print
while the script form vud be atike l'or
ail nations. Our o as in not is of very
exceptional ocurence ini German, if in-
deed it ocurs at ai]. This is but one
of a Ilost of poInts raisd by an atentiv
stu'ly of this tit[ work. 1V is in English
and may be had of B. Westermann&
Co. e 524 Broadway \ew York.

JUST SO.-"lAs we understand it.
what foneticians aim at is Vo dIrop use
les letrs from words and hav them drest
in a befiting nmoder'n garb rathee than
ini the whiiasical tatrs of antiquity.
Shoî'lhand 1&ter.

6'E!MANY.-The substitution of
f for ph and the omision of certan dubi
vowvels anid sulent letrs hav been intro-
duced by Iaw in aIt the public scools
of Prussia. Similar changes hav been
adopted in Uanover, Bavaria, Wirteni-
berg and Austria. -omc Jurnai.

TURiKE'Y.-The Otornai Porte bas
decided on the constitution of an Ac-
ademy for the Turkish tanguage and
bas nanied sotne of the inembers. -
These, acordig to the Athenoeum. ar
not non in western Europe. The object
of the Acaderny apears to be chietly
to carry out a systeni of Speling Ref m
in the department of publiecinstruction
-fonetic speting capabl of represent.
ing sientiflo and geografical terras.

PIZU.T0C!PLS 0F SPELING RICVISIoNM.
(Prom Ho)me Jiirnt/.>

1.-Begin with the sîmplest steps.
2.-Advance by rno eî'at grad ttiofs

that wil cauise no brealk ini the
langiiage.

3.-Cont'ormi speling to pronunciaton
ini esentials, noV atexnpting su-
perfine distinctions.

4.--Folow as standard the pronuncia.
tion of' the best speakers and
cultivated peopl.

5.-M ake only sacti new spetings as
render at once the pronuniciation
more certan.

6.-Mak93 only final changes such as
wii not hiav Vo, he set aside in
subsequent ievisions.*

7.-MNLù,,ke changes by absolute rules
without muitiplying exceptions.

8.-Preserv, while useful in transition
the traces of order and system
atredy existing in orthografy.

9. -Keep in vifew the co operation of
reforms in pronunciation when
desirabi Vo, restore breaks and
and comuplete the regularity and
symetry ot' the tanguage.

IO.-Keep in view also thk3 adoption of
a comon standard of' values amn-
onu, ail nations uz.ng the Roman
alfabet

[*This principi we interpret Vo forbid
any new expedient.-ED ]

F FoR PH.--?'tr J. B3. RUNDEL riVes
Vo the <i'istian Worid: 'one of the eas-
iest changes to make is that of riting
f for ph when the Iatr is sounded as f.
Tbi.; change is very simpt but very
serching and it might wel be lookt up.
on as a "1blue ribbon" for adoption by

dissatisfaction with the curent mode of

spç'ting but hav no tirne Vo, spend over
further alterations. Such words as
tele*raf, fologra t'. paragraj, etc., aford
constant oportuinitis for exhibiting the
change. ln Italian it has alredy been
made."
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