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REPORT
• OF THE

MICMAC MISSION,
FOR THE YEAR ENDING DEC. 31, 1866. J

Another year having closed, our friends are entitled to a brief account of 
what the Micmac Mission has been doing during the year. By our late 
arrangement it devolves on me to draw up the Report.

I have been continuing my labors as usual. I have beei_ travelling 
from place to place endeavoring to preach the unsearchable riches of 
Christ, to the Indians and others, publicly, privately, and from house to 
house. I went west as far

j

V

as Granville, and crossed ever to Liverpool 
and Shelburne. I visited Cumberland, Pictou, Antigonish, Little River, 
Guysboro’, Pirate’s Cove, Ship Harbor, and other places in Cape Breton 
as far as Sydney.

I met with some opposition. At one place, I was forbidden to approach 
the encampment, stones were cast at me, and I was struck with the fist 
and with a stick. I was sometimes met with a dogged silence, with 
looks, and unkind words. In other cases I was politely requested not to 
read my books, but was allowed to talk as much as I choose. Occasion­
ally I got significant hints to the effect that I 
trader. But such cases as the foregoing were very few and far between. 
In general I have been kindly received and listened ti with respectful 
attention. I have often been thanked for my visits, urged to remain 
longer, and to come again. I have always endeavored to introduce the 
Scriptures and religious conversation as soon as possible ; and “ to be 
instant in season and out of season,” and to “ know nothing among them
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Jesus Christ and him crucified ” T l. • 

versy as much as possible, and to make no nU * “ ^ t0 avoid «mtro- 
priests or their church. But to present -■ T" t0 tbeir errors. their 
salvation by faith in the crucified Redeemer ^ ^ °f
ceeded m holding something like a formal mV •" 1 WVe 0ccasi°nally sue- 
r, have collected togejr, aad wt Z 5°" A «-

n °f the ®criplures, and exhortation But ^ eXP°si' 
among these people resembles rather pastoral labor
verson: a mode of teaching however iust» .8ltat,0D- and personal con- 
mg, if not more so. I love to read thefitT “ 88 pubIic Pr<>ach-
a few verses of this chapter in their BraverT^ °f J°bn' The7 have 
flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood “ ExCept eat the
their attention is generally aroused as soon f T ^ “ y0U’” &c- 

not before, and without alluding to thn 8 lbcj hear those words, if
staniiation.” I show them w afLeanT " *"« °f “ T™-b-
tbc blood of the Son of mJ ^ by tiatmg the «■* and drinking
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capttol text. Even the children gather round fit °f ”
and listen with great attention to hear the Zr’ n ^ me-
heginning God created the heavens and ™rTCUo"s atol7 how “ in the 
poktOmkeaak Nikakam Kcscdociin wasol ak “ Tan umsl»™

I reach chap. ffi. 15, tbe t As soon

to eternal Life through the •• Fronted Seed rIk.8tomi,,n
offering up hi, eon. Gen. m, is another (hvorite r ^
chapter a few weeks ago, to a most interim tX" 1 read this
week day, they had laid aside all work. Tw/oH’^' Tb°Ugb WM * 
One of them, the oldest, can read in his , f comPa°y could read.
1 bad hnished the chapter, this man said • “ I°ha UAS 80011M
and read it, many a time. But T * 1 b heard that chapter,
Right glad was I to be able to address fomfcthe” * 8ignifieB”
marvellous story of Abraham’s fJu T? * tbe,r °Wn tonguefrom that 
voilons story 0/Him who ^ IT' ” “« ««> — —

- So-. thatwhosoeve/wJt^Vt “ «" beget-
listing life.” 6 on h,m t-ould not perish bnt h

a r
anc
sht
pul
me
beti
to sas
tbe
free
to 1
evei
“ b< 
in tl
The
prex
was
“toi
Gen
hymi
sum

ave ever-

m p 
reme

c«

IM
» \ 

•-
4

%

r



A

»
«

3ro-
îir I had not been on Cape Breton, before last summer, for fifteen years. 

A wonderful change had taken place. The number of Indians on that 
Island has evidently increased. But their ignorance, and prejudice, and 
blind confidence in their priests, have greatly diminished. Then some of 
them believed me to be the devil—the priests had assured them that this 
was the case, and they fled from me through fear. Now they remembered 
that farce, and laughed heartily over it. Instead of running away, or 
raving at me, as they then sometimes did, they now greeted me with 
smiles, listened to my books, invited me to their “ houses,” and treated 

with respect. I do not say this was universally the case, but it 
general. In some cases I was received somewhat coldly on my first visit, 
and some of them were shy. Once near Sydney, a woman requested— 
nay, even ordered—me not to read my book, and to go away. I sat on 
a rock out of doors, near the shore. I quietly told her I should not. go, 
and that I should continue to read. But she was at liberty to go away if 
she chose. I would read, and read aloud ; but she was under no com­
pulsion to listen. She accordingly went back to her wigwam, and left 

to my reading. The second day, in such cases, I always succeeded 
better ; and by the third I would meet with so much encouragement, as 
to afford me much satisfaction. The very woman just referred to, and on 
the very day, too, in which she showed such zealous opposition, conversed 
freely and intelligently with me on the subject of vital religion—listened 
to the hymn, commencing, in English,—» Abide with me, fast falls the 
even tide, ’ as I sang it through in Micmac, and pronounced it » wcltahk,”
» beautiful,” and the next day, with her husband and others, she listened 
in the most attentive manner to the Scriptures, as long as I r^ose to read. 
The very day, too, on which I was forbidden to approach the camp, as 
previously mentioned, and was ordered not to enter the wigwams, and 
was struck with the fist, and » beaten with a rod,” and saw stones
“ t0S8ed ” at me- 1 not fail in my object. Then and there I read 
Gen. 1, 2 and 8, and preached Christ and Him crucified, and 
hymn, to a group of both old and young, who filled the wi 
surrounded it, and who listened with decorum and attention, 
in passing, that the encampment at this pla 
remember to have
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this side the Strait. There were about thirty wigwams th 
were engaged in the mackcral fishery. I oughtf in Ltice toU T? 
u was not a man, but a woman that “ raved ” at me, and struck h 
The men were near y all away at the time. There were -bout ten 
wigwams in one place, and about twenty in another further ? 
standing in a lme along the shore. I came first to the smallest cluster’ 
Having met with a kind reception, I went after a while on to the res' 
Meanwhile the news, I suppose, had b en carried across thl nl? 
ad been sounded, and as I approach d I saw a b^d’of wnm? 
rawn up in a hostile attitude to oppose me. I paid no heed tTth threats or to their blows, but walked on, endeavouring^^soothe them wUh 

kind words, till I reacned the farthest wigwam In that T e«,T „ 
his work. I entered and found him “ fll right,” and in a fiL "“V 
was " m my element,”—reading and expounding the Word of God” t 
name away rejoteng ,n the Lord, who hath all hearts in his hand who ' 

opened, and no man shutteth, and shutteth and no man oZ’JJ “ 
Agam I had to '• run the gauntlet" to pars the whole line of Earns 
But not a cross wonl did I hear, not a sour look did I sec “ NofTdoo 
moved Ins tongue at me ; and the next day I had no difficulté in ohmin8 
mg^ hstcncrs to the Scriptures, from among them, so long as'I ch^J to

The proceeding without going further into details, will give a tolerable
7!f Viea u- <be.rr? of T ”rk- N» one needs8» Vo romMed 
of the difficulties with which we have had from the first to contend ““

me.

The
“ rrom tlleir ancient taunt, “ What do 
an end in a day ? will they revive the

one ‘‘ Ammonite ” has scornfully predicted™ even'that whfcMb’ey build" 
if a fox go up lie shall even break down their stone wall.” Still “ hv 
the good hand of our God upon us,” the wall has continued to ri* « £ 
the people have had a mind to work.” Some of those «« iu? 
stones ” have already been polished alter the similitude of a palace^nd 
ethers present a vastly different appearance at this day from whM thet

■ rsen“"1 ,,b=n kea" to dig them ont of the rubbish. Though we 
have been grieved and disappointed in poor “ Ben ” we will Jtf ?
the consistent perseverance, so far as I can learn of poor ‘‘ Susan ”T 
wife ; and little Harriet’» happy triumphant death, may be leidt 
importance because her poor father has “ stumbled ” . Wo ?
;• : Mth "W hh "Mow and MerJjbSn wjfm
he was enabled to commit so confidently into his Heavenly Futheïï 
hand, as he caught the shout from the celestial city, ■■ Johj Paul has 
«une ! John Paul as come !” and lived-not did-"
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in delight.” We meet that widow and those fatherless children occasionally, 
and we do not wonder at their comfortable and respectable appearance,
when we remember the faith and triumphant death of our poor brother. 
Others among the living might be mentioned concerning whom we ha\e 
good reason to hope. It is much that the Scriptures may now be read to 
them everywhere, and evangelical instruction imparted, without let 01 
hindrance. It is more that some of them can read, that the number that 
can read is increasing, that such portions of the Bible as we have been 
enabled to publish in their tongue, viz., Genesis, Psalms, Matthew, 
Luke, John, and Acts, are eagerly received, prized and read by them, 
and the desire for instruction on a larger scale has been awakened, and 
must be satisfied. The improvement too, in their social and domestic 
habits, is a matter of no small moment. So manifest is this improvement, 
especially along the Annapolis Valley, as to arrest the attention ami 
awaken the astonishment of even careless beholders. Indian houses are 
rising in all directions throughout the Province, and their wigwams in 
winter are assuming the form of comfortable cabins, having floors and 
windows, doors and cooking stoves in them. Indian men appear well 
clad, sober, industrious and clean. The women also, in some places» 
have abandoned their half savage costume, and appear in the garb of civi­
lised life, and some of them are industrious, intelligent, tidy and modest.
I am acquainted with Indian women to whom Solomon’s description in 
Prov. xxxi. 19, 27, will literally apply. “ They look well to the ways of , 
their households, and eat not the bread of idleness ”—they are industrious 
and never beg. 11 They seek wool, and lay their hands to the spindle :
The “ warp” of their own buying and the “ woof” of their own spin­
ning, is taken to a white neighbour to be woven. The long “ piece ot 
cloth ” is in due time brought from the weaver’s, the weaving promptly 
paid for, and their husbands, their brothers, and their children are clad in 
comfortable homespun, both the cutting and the making of the garments 
being the work of their own hands. In Pictou town, Indians supply the 
market in summer with fresh fish, caught and brought in sailboats of 
their own. On Cape Breton they till the land, own cattle and horses, 
and instances of the same kind may be met with in Nova Scotia. I 
have seen very well written letters, in intelligible, though breken English, 
that were written by an Indian girl of the Annapolis valley, to her white 
“ sisters,” and have seen a respectable specimen of that same girl’s 
oriental painting. I do not of course pretend that all this improve­
ment is to be ascribed directly to the Micmac Mission ; but I am satisfied

And sure I am
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that a large portion of it is to be ascribed to this source.
• that where the Bible is received and read by them, there they are most 

free from priestly domination, and that there the improvement is most
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stone and timber in abundance for building purposes. This land is 
conveniently situated to answer every purpose, and for its occupation the 
way is becoming now rapidly prepared. For this too we are willing still 
to labour, and wait, and pray.

One fact more respecting my own labours may be noticed. 1 do not con­
fine myself to the Indians. As I travel from place to place, and at home, 
I have many opportunities for preaching the Gospel to the white people. 
Scarcely a Sabbath has passed, during the past summer, on which I have 
not preached at least once, often twice, and sometimes thrice, and have 
frequently lectured or preached several times during the week, not only 
among my Baptist brethren, but often to congregations of other denomi­
nations. I would like to mention, particularly, the kindness every where 
shown me during the summer, by the Presbyterians, both ministers and 
people, to the eastward of this Province, on Cape Breton, and elsewhere/ 
Their pulpits, their houses, their hearts, and their hands were freely 
opened to me. They treated me as though I had been one of their own 
number, and a “ brother beloved.” May the Lord abundantly reward 
them.

Finally, the past year has been cno of great interest and solid satisfac­
tion to myself. Though deeply conscious of many failures and short­
comings, I look for acceptance through our Lord Jesus Christ. I have 
been blest in my labors, and trust I have been made a blessing to others. 
To God be all the praise and glory. Amen.

FINANCIAL REPORT.
At the commencement of the year 1865 an important change 

introduced. Thenceforward I was to have no fixed salary. I was to 
make no personal applications for pecuniary aid, though I might, should 
I choose to do so, ask for public collections. All our annual subscribers 
were released from any obligation to continue their subscriptions. No 
debts were to be contracted. Brief Reports of our operations were to be 
published in the Religious Newspapers from time to time. The people 
were to be informed what wo were doing, and the purposes for which 
money was required. Our special wants, as they should preen upon us, 
were to be made the subjects of special prayer to Almighty God ; and we 
undertook to commit the whole work, more than ever, ii to His hands, 
not doubting (hat He would so influence the hearts of the people that aid 
would be sent in when needed, in answer to humble, earnest, believing 
prayer. And we engaged to receive and faithfully to use in His work, ali 
that should be sent to us for that purpose, whether it were more or less. 
This plan, which was at that time at my own urgent request, adopted, has

was

\

\y
» rk

i

/

<

c

>

✓

1»

f 
15 rti 2



8
™ost satisfactory^ W u'T’ 8tri(% adhered to The , 
that year, to pay fa?- tbe exception of a few'dollars bave been 
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public contribution06 1864 i ^ I 2 ^ °ne for 
t0 any mortal n„," .® than this, I have net /ysddom asked for
have been most urgent6881^68’ nor 8iven a hint of them8 ^ period told 
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therewith,” has never, during the past year, allowed us to suEer *°r, 
want of anything, nor imposed on us the necessity of running up bills at 
the stores. We have never been suEered to bo tried beyond what 
were able to bear. The prayer of faith has not failed in a single case. 
I could give many striking instances, illustrative, did space■ Pe™> • 
This, it will be acknowledged, is no small improvement upon the form

been 
m of
> for 
or a
told
hey
fhe

P 3. In collecting my salary I have had no anxiety and no trouble 
I do not wish to complain even of former times. I long ago learned 
“ make a virtue of necessity,” to “ take my work and sing at it. »ut 
can look back over the last two and a half years with great satisfaction. 
No unkind insinuations have been made in my presence, that my sai y 
was exorbitantly large. I have had to endure no unkmd cross- 
examinations, as to what we were doing with all this money. No on 
has complained that his dollar was not credited, and that his name had 
not been published. No ungenerous reports have been brought to my 
cars that I have been working rather for worldly gam, than for the good 
of the Indians. The dread of hearing my children cry from cold o 
hunger, has not urged me away from the places where the Indians are • 
be found, to waste my time in calling about with a subscription list;, but 
I have been enabled to go unhampered to my work. I have not been 
compelled, in order to continue the Mission, to walk the streets ot 
Halifax “ begging,” day after day and week after week, until both limbs 
and heart were ready to fail ; or until it would become a difficult problem 
to solve, whether it were extraordinary meanness or magnanimity, that 
would prompt one to continue his labors among the Indians at so 
humiliating a cost. No ! blessed be God ! my “ begging, for the last 
two years and a half, has been of a diEerent kind ; less humiliating, 
more agreeable, more profitable every way. I have, indeed, spent many 
an hour in “ soliciting funds ” in connection with blessings infinitely more 
important for myself, for my family, for the Indians and for others^ 
But those hours have been spent alone with God, Who givetb to a 
men liberally, and upbraideth not ; and, true to bis faithful prornises, 
I have not been permitted to ask in vain. This is an advantage ot the 
new arrangement, the value of which it would be impossible to over­

estimate.
4. The value of their donations has been greatly enhanced by the way 

in which our friends and patrons have sent them in. Gratitude to God 
in such cases, has not lessened but increased our gratitude to them, lo 
all of them I would hereby tender my warmest ‘hanks, and to not a tew 
I may say in the exact words of the inspired “ Apostle of the Gentiles,
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5. Finally, two remarks made to me some time since by an acquaint­
ance and personal friend of Mr. George Muller, of Bristol, England, who 
understands the nature and workings of his “ system,” have been in my 
own case strikingly verified within the last two and a half years. The first 
remark was to this effect : “ When we go to man for aid, we arc usually 
put off with a little less than we ask for. But God reverses this. His 
usual method is to give us more than we ask.” I can bear ample testimony 
to the correctness of both of these positions. In many cases the latter one 
had been fulfilled to the letter. The exact amount needed has been sent 
to us just at the proper time, with a “ little over,” so that wo could say 
with Paul, “ We have all and abound.”

The other remark was this, “ God will keep you usually very short 
and dependent.” We have found it exactly so. We never have much 
money by us : often none. We have no wish “ to lay up treasures upon 
earth,” but wo desire to make large provision for the future, to lay up 
treasure in heaven—in the bank that cannot fail, “ where no thief 
approacheth, nor moth corrupted),” a treasure in heaven that faileth 
not. We therefore make our tithes for thank-offerings, to be devoted to 
charitable purposes, as prompt and as large as we can be permitted to 
make them. What comes in must therefore be immediately expended ;— 
paid away, or given away. And we never know, and can seldom even 
guess, who will send us the next supply. But so surely as it is really- 
needed, just so surely it comes, whether the sum required for any 
emergency is large or small. We are thus instructed in the meaning of 
the petition, “Give us this day our daily bread,” and we learn to act 
upon the inspired injunction, “ Be careful [t, e., anxious] for nothing ; 
but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God,” and we find in our own experience, 
something of the fulfillment of the exceedingly great and precious promise, 
“ And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep 
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” Truly we may say, “ The 
Lord is nigh to all them that call upon him : to all that call upon Him in 
truth. He will fulfill the desire of them that fear Him. He also will 
hear their cry and will save them. My mouth shall speak the praise 
of the Lord, and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever.” 
Amen.

Hantsport, Nova Scotia, Jan. 6, 1$67.

S. T. BAND.
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APPENDIX.

#süé^F5^‘S2::

„ n4' The Office Bearers 0f\ L Mcmbcrs °f this Sodety6 ^ name» » *
«BP** i

^ÎS Si^:,r O, * sodely j; -
, % above ,, lbe ^ ' *' “ *-

ii'?'"*' «TiSTb?,^ A"”™' Meeciog. heU

, Æij-Hb. £2î:*--3
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The Officers fcr the esuing year, 1867, are :
Chairman—Dr. J. F. AVER\. 
Secretary-J. FARQUHAR.Esq. 
Treasurer—GEO. H. STARR, Esy.

COMMITTEE :
HENRY N. PAINT, Esq., 
Dr. PARKER,Wu. HARE, Esq.,

CHAS. EOBSON, E.&am,howe>

Contributions may be transmitted to either of the above «udnUD, 
Halifax, or to the Missionary, whose address is, Rev. &. 1. Rand, 

Hantsport, Nova Scotia.
Our last Annual Report; in pamphlet form, was for 1863. Since that

figÆBYaaaswr ii Ql,ms received with the name of the donors—when known the 
place of Their residence, and the date of the reception of the donahon 
Anv person interested, may, at any time, examine this book. I make it 

nomt immediately to acknowledge all sums received by mail, wueni the 
X oTTho donor is known. Should no such acknow edgement have
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dly met if ’mir professions of disinterested kindness are to be believed..
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N. S., No. 01578, to encourage you in your Mission to tbc Micmac*, 
which I trust you will receive safely. Only one thing I ask of you, that 
is, your sincere prayer for the writer.” The “ writer,” residing in 
P. E. Island, knew nothing of the necessities of the case, and had already 
given me five pounds within six months of that time. And I heard a voice 
from Heaven saying unto me, “ Ask and ye shall receive.” “ Trust ye 
in the Lord forever, for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength.” 
I wanted to go round that day and tell every body that there really IS A 
LIVING GOD !

On the first week in last April I needed two large sums—fifty-six 
dollars in one place, and thirty-six in another—to meet pressing demands. 
I used no means but faith and prayer in order to meet the engagements, for 
there were none besides for me to use. About the middle of March I 
received a letter from a friend in England, informing me of a donation of 
five pounds sterling from a gentleman, whose name I had never before 
heard, and that this with other sums amounting to eleven pounds Jive 
shillings sterling, had been paid to my credit into the Bank of British 
North America. I had to wait for the next steamer before I could draw 
this money. This brought it to the first week in April. It was Jifty-six 
dollars and a quarter. The day I drew this, the Treasurer of the 
Micmac Mission handed me thirty-seven dollars and a quarter, being 
collections taken up in the Methodist chapels, Halifax, with one or two 
donations, of all which until then I had known nothing. The reader will 
note the sums and the time, and the illustration of the beautiful thought, 
“ God’s way is to give us all we ask, and a little over.”

One of the most memorable days of my experience, in “ waiting upon 
God ” for daily bread, that is, for the supply of pressing wants, 
October 27, 1865. It was Friday, and a Friday never to be forgotten. 
It was a day of fasting and prayer, for our wants were many and urgent, 
and I had no help but in God. And that evening ray Soul was at pe 
and my heart sweetly staid in God. I was not disappointed. 1 c 
have ten dollars by the next day, noon, and many dollars within a few 
days. And they came, The next mail brought me a letter containing twelve 
dollars, and in ten days time, without having given the slightest hint of 
my wants, and without having asked for a public collection. I had 
received one hundred and eleven dollars, and all pressing wants were 
met. During this ten days and for many days after, the hand of the 
Lord was seen in many ways, many answers to prayer were granted, and 
I went on my way rejoicing.

I needed twelve dollars to meet a case of necessity on the 21st day of 
May last. So strong was my faith respecting the money coming in time, 
that though on the morning I had nothing, and saw no money until five
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mWp™- f- Aw-
nrS’ 1 ï'ù k.new»ot whence it could come, that I still waited and 
prayed and believed. At that hour thirteen dollars fifty-eight 
handed me. “ All I needed, and a little over.*”

I eould mention more cases, but let one suffice.. When the proceeding 
Report was read to the Committee on January 21st., we had no means of 
publishing it. It was quite too long to send to the Papers, and we could 
not incur debt to have it published in a Pamphlet form. So I prayed 
earnestly over the Report, and asked for the means of printing it if it 
would promote the interests of the Mission. Five days before the Public 
Meeting at which the substance of it was presented, I received from an 
unexpected «-from a friend to Missions, Cornwallis-a letter con­
taining one hundred dollars, with permissson to use it as I might think
fr°?rr WG “ h,a.ve,al! ?nd abound*” Therefore in thy name, 0 
l-jord Cod . we send it forth ! May it subserve the advancement of thy 
glory, and the best interests of these thy “ wandering ones !”
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