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^p^^H^c.C.

THE GRAIN ACT
AND

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
Til //it Honiiiubk .l/tmti/s <//

Jilt .Si/iu/c mid JJuiini: uj Iuihiiiuiih,

(.leutlemen,

Xij (lUf iiiiisiiiiiis till' iiinioi-laiuc of till- cxiinlilidiis iiansi>oiiaiic.u

of wliiat I'loiii ilic -' .11 liWest to Lake Siiixrior in iliu rail, llial wliicli

ivniaiiis Ixliiuil to lio sloii><l till S|irin^. or (onvrvcil alliail to Si. .lohii,

iiliii;;iii;; a piml ileal IfSs ini- liilsliil to tile srillri-. Ill tills couiiittiou,

liottfvi T, ipcoplc aiv. a|>i to fof^il llial llie t'aiiailiaii iailv\av.s ai-i; ol)ll^>-il

to iiM' luoii- motive powei- ami rolling >loik iu older to carry a given

(|iiatility of ttlieai to Lake Siiiierloi- wiiliiii ilie >aiiie spaie of time, ijiaii

tlie roads of .Minnesota or Dakota. l"or wliilsi. the. wheal Well in those

SmUvs l.i':;ins J5tt miles west of iJuhith ami emis li.")l) miles west of it,

the CaiaKlian hell ilo»s not hej;iii till ilie lieil i:i\er N'alley is leaeheil,

ami exiemls to the foothills of the lioekv .Moiiniaiiis; ihat is to say,

fi'oiu otXI to over 1,:.'00 miles west of I'ort William. .\s there is only

a ]peri(Hl oi two mouths, ou eaeli side of the honmlary, hetween thi' liisi

delivery of the iiiw wheat at interior railway stations and llid close of

navigation, the geograjihical disadvantage niider which the Canadian

lines lahur uhligeH them to employ a correspondingly greali'r equipment

of cars and loeomotivex, and to go to gieati-r e.\pens»! for train crews

and fceii^ral operation.

Thero is nuotber draw hack on our side of llie boundary, which, how-

ever, as the cmintry |irogre.sses, is tolei'alny sure to (lisappear. Whilst

the great majority of the grain grow eis in .Mimiesota possess granaries

of their own, and are thus in a position to hold their wliciit when prices

are low or the railways inundated w itli freight, our North-West farmers,

speaking at lai-ge, have no means of storing at home, and are thus, in

a iminner. driven to .sidl immediately afti r harvest. The simultaneous
outpour throughout ihi- length and hreadth of the cotinti'y of so much
grain tends hotli to depn>ss prii'es and to lay u]ioii the Canadian railways

n task such as ihe .Kmeriiiin roads are never called on to faci\.

.\ WlMIMlTV (ilDsrioN.

These, if mere im iileiils. are, it will he ohservid, raihir important
incidents of the siluatioii. The. prime i|Ueslioii is how to move the

largest i|nanlily of wIiimI in ihe slwuM spa'i' of twii months from the

interior to Lake Superior, ami from l.akc> Superior to .Montreal. Insiiing

in mind that every year witnes.ses an increase of the sown acreage, and.
therefore, poKiiiially, of the vcdtimi- to he iiioveil; anfl als.) that the

grain remaining iinshippe.1 at the termination of navig.iiioii will pro-

liahly always, as now, siilVer a d< preciation of six or seven cents a litishel

on account of storage, insurance ami interest charges, which Wav more
severely, of course, upon high priceil ihan tipiui lowprici'd wheat. This
is oiii' of the weightiest piKildems I'arlianieiit has to solve in coiineciion

with the Norlli-Wesi— this and how to retain the grain tratlic in Can-
nilian channels from the time it lea'es Ihe harvest Held till it arriviv*

in Kurope.

To meet the present exigencies of .'he ease in the. territory within
its sphere of operations, the Canadian racilic Ftailwiiy has of late in-

curred an exceedingly hoavy outlay, has prohahly spent more, indwd.
tlinn has heen spent in the same time liy the Dominion CiovirniiM'tit upon



the new Trauxioniini-utal liiif. It has begun and nenrl.v tiuiMbetl double-

trackiut; \\a roail, JL'U miles lou>;, from WiuuiiH'S to Fort William, baa

(IhIiuimI llie ;;railes from Winuipe;; to lUe .Mountuiux, lias built or pur-

iliaw-d mi iiiniieu:<e muuiIht of lars ami li»oiiiotive» of the best modem
type, and is lonstriutinn a line from the Georgian Itay timt will be a

shorter route l«t\ve.u the tireat l.;ikes and Montreal than that Urtween

ItulValo and N.w York, wliieli last vear rarried l.VOOd.OOO bushels of

Canadian Norlli-^VeNt wheat lo Aiiieriean Keajiorts.

li.vTKs AM" Mii.i:a(;i:.

!. ,t\i.r (irntlemen ean see for themsk-lves by i-eferring to the

siheiliilcs prisirilpeil liy the Slaie Kailroad and Wan-house Commission

of .Minnesota t Keport for I'.HiT, pp. ;!8-;!l>,), Ihat the wheat rntejs of the

i'anadiau I'aeilie are lower than those of any railroad oiHtf-utiu}; in that

State; whilsi. man for man. the railroad mileage in the Canadian North-

West, of wlii.h ihal of llu- Canadian I'aeitii.- forms the major part, is

now consideialdy mon- exii-lisivi- than lliai of .Minnesota, which signilies

that our iH-opie. enjoy lii-ri,r faiililH-s for nuirkeling as well as more

favm-alilc lolls.

Till- Poiiiinion Ciovernnieiit has likewise done and is doiiij; all it ean

to cxpediie the niovement of llu- Norlh-West erop. It has dealt gen-

erously by ihn Canadian Norllurn and has aideil the (Jrand Trunk

raiilic ill liiiilding from W iiinip.-;; to ICdtiiouton, whilst that Company

had lienn hasti-niug eonstnirtion I'roni Lake Superior .lunetion to Uike

Superior. The reeent anpoiinit-iiiciil of ilr- .Minister of Uailways of

the tiovernmeiifs ini'Milion to nliiiild the Welland Canal, the key of the

Canadian wati-r roule. is welcomed in the West as another step towards

faeilitating the despateh of llie crop lo the seaboard at the eritical |H-rioil

in till- Kail. At this writing tin-. prosiH-ds are that from ](K) to IL'O

million bushels of wln-at. saying nothing of other cereals, will U" bar-

vi-sti-d in the .\ortli-West this year. One can readily S(>i- what a in--

mendoiis amount is at stake and how inperatlve it is that the railways,

wiiiiti nil! have tin- brinijiug of it lo the head of Ijike Superior, should

not l>i- obstriiitiil by iinwisi- legislation.

Tin; -Main Cai>k or nil; Titoiiii.i;.

.\ iiUiiffcl Irciwrcii the liraiti lii-owi-.rs" .\ssociaiioiis, on the om-

liiiiid. and tile gniiii liiiyiis. on llu- oiln-r. appears to lia\e ln-en respoiisibh-

for some of lite iilijintiiiiiaMe ilaust-s in the presiiil llrain .\et. as well

as for some (.f tin- still uion- iilijmiioniilile ones eouiaim-d in the new

or ;iiin-iiiliiiu' Hill now iH-foii- l'Mrli:niiein. With that controversy the

r;iilu.iys li;i\n iiolliiiig lo -lo. (in whichever sidi- the merits or deiiieiits

iii;iy Im-. lite- ci.iiseiiiieiiri' is ali-i-iuly apparent, nami-ly. that in view of

tin- Iio-^tile le-.-isiMiion of the j-iist iiiid of ilial now thrc-atening, llie eliv.

vatoi- men ai-e not ili>|.ci-.d to luiiM mure eh-valors just now. .Vtiierican

capiiali^is wliu r.if.ti'iMplaie.! titii iiii.' tin- Catiailiiin grain trade ai-(- al^.i

cleii-ricd, and. iii^t>ad of iit.i in^' ( li vatm-s at inmitry points, uill coti-

lent tlii'iiisejvi s with liiiy'itig cliiap \\U'\, tlie i\i>iiiig elevators ai'i- full

to the liiof and the railuavs niiiic ur h-^-i iie-apacltated owing in the

pn-|")steroiis s\sti-iii of di^l|ilnllill'_ i.irs now tii force.

It should not Ik. neii-.ssafv, howevef, u< argue In liehalf (d lie- pro-

l>(isition that, instead of impiiling ihe railways and elevaKus, I'arliaineiil

should give tlierii all the fair piay that is coin]iatilde with a decent regard

for till- well being of till- shippi.r who us(-s Ihe loading plalfortn. There

is a wjint of ri-speet in asking the lloiisi- to ilo what is so obvioits iind

prc-ssing. I go on, tlieti, without further preface, ti) point out brietly

thf rviK r-xi«iftn2 in tin- old and those proji-iii-d in the new Itill.

Mom; Of IMsriiiniri.NG Caus.(»ii.ti:i-iinv\ni.i:

The nio>t iiji{Hii lant sei

no far as the railways are i

tlon of cars af;er harvi.^i,

which .S(;i
_. |M-r ci-nt. of the

lion of the present .\et and of Ihe new Itill.

oiiccrned, is lhat provicling for the distribii-

Substantially, it puis the elevator, friun

export crop is ship]M-d, on the .same folding

1^1 National Ubm Blli«p1f"*qua nanonalt
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18 the liKuliu;; plutforui, (rum which i;i> j \wt ccut. in shipixnl. Tbiii

'irruiip'iiifiit wiiH deviHtd for thi- Ixoietit of the furuierit who n«i«le uear

the ruilwiiy NtutioUM unU cuu take full udvuiituge of the platforiiiH. An
11 rule, they were the tirNt-eomerK, and it was natural their conveuiruce
••houUI have U'eu eoUKUlted iu thiH way. The clautte isi uut fair, how-
ever, to thoKf matlerN, ami iliey now constitute the majority in nearly

every iliNlri.", who dwell tiH> far back from the Mtatiiiu tu allow of tlieii

UKJii^' the |ilaifiirm, aud wlio iimiki a< riirdiii^'ly use (he elevator whether
the- like it or uot.

Ill .Minnesota, where tin' State aiilliKiitiis have huil an iiiirivaltiil

exiH'rieme of re;;ulatin;; the Mhipiiieat of ^laiii, a more ei|uitalile iiiiHleof

distriltntioM is in operation. When ears are searre they are divided,

one to earli appliiaiil. and llie remainder " ratably in proportion to the

amount of daily receipts to each ship|K'r, or to the lolul amount i>f );raiii

olTen'd at suih stali'm;" that is, aieordiii}; to the requirement.s of

elevator and platform iu proportion to the <iuaiiiity each has rei elvcl nr

in likely to have ready for shipment ; the furiiiiT. serving the many. };ettiu;;

more; the hitter, serving the few, gitliiij; fewri- l,ut still all tliey are fairly

entitli'.l to. The provision is i onliiiiiiil in Section 'M'S.'t of the Stale

JJailway Laws. The fariiKM- at the phiifiiCiii U alloweil [W Imiiis in whidi

to loail. The distrilnilion is ntleiidiHl tcp hy tin- siation ageiit.s.

To thi- railways this just mode nf disiiiliutiim means much, for wliili-

a lar can lie lii„dcd lliroi];;h an eh valor in 10 or TiO minutes, it fre<iuetit!y

takes the farmer at a iilatforin as many hmns.

Ilow It -NlKMir l!i: I.M;'i:nV!:ii.

It was suppiiseil timi ilie ilisiiiliniioii . iaii.sc. of the .\ranitolia

All wiiulil protect the fanner fiom 1 1 levator man. more particularly

liy pieveii ting the laticr fiom maUiii'; loofrreat a " s]u-eail " between street

and track or liK-al and terminal priciN. Vet in practice it ha.s the opposite

etlei t. Tor when he sees his elevator closed for repeated ;i]>ell» throU!;U

lack of c:irs, whilst cars an- lyin;; idle at the plalfurm. the owner or ajjent

of the elevator feels warranlcil. wlnii lie si;irts Imyiiij; a;;aiii. in iiiakingan

e.xtra "spread" to recoup his loss. l"or the matter of that he feels

justilied all the time iu making an imudinate spread since, as matters

stand, he never can tell whether the wlnai lie liiiys is deslineil In reach

I'oit William and the lOast before navigalion ends or whether lie may
not have to hold it till Spring. .\t the recent hearing al Ottawa.

-Mr. Nicholas l;awlf. on behalf nf the Noitliern Kicvator I'n., oIleriHl to

gmiiiintee that there should not be a .-plead of iLiure than Ihiii- or four

cents be.tween street and track pries, pnivitlid cai-s were fairly distri-

hutiHJ. The railways stand ready, so far a- iley are able, to implement

thai iineiianl, which they have embodied in the I'ipllowing suggested

amendment :—

-

"On n><ptest to the Warehouse ( 'ommir-sioner by the drain tirowers

in any district tributary lo any railway station, the. \Varcliini>e ('niiiiiiis-

sicmer has authority to suspend that purlion nf tin- (ir.iln .\ct relating to

the ilistribiitiMn nf cars at such station for any periiMl so desireil. and in

iiutlmrize the railway to allot the suit'"'* <'f '""" "Uppliiil at that siaiinii

to the elevators, after supplying at the loading idatfnrm the niiinlier

of cars the loading (datform w ill accnmmiMlaie.

"During such suspension it is agreeil between the elevator owners

and the railway, that the I'levator owners will buy all grain nlTeied for

sale on strcc. and w ill pay a price not more than .'t ceiii.s per bushel below

the market nr tiark juice nf grain on that day; in other wntds. the spread

between street and track prices shall not exci'ed .'? cents per bushel, the

elevator owners agriH'ing to ojicu their books for the inspeitinn of the

railway's a;, 'tit tit till times, iho latter to wire daily to the luadiiiiarters

of the railway at Wiunipi".:. and to the olllce of the Warehouse Com-

missiotier. the piii es being paid for ihc. dilTcrent grades of wheat :'.! his

station, in order that this pnriion nf the agreement may be strictly < allied

out."



TliiH m priufi.allv intrudiuins tin- l.o ill optiou iiriuiipk-. If I'ar-

liam.iil (iiiniot «•< ilM wiiv u, ailopliUB lUi- iliiimwiiu mtxlf <)( ilisinliut-

i.iii. 1. 1 it, at aiiv rair, iliiJ iK-iiij: a tnv loiiuirv, allow tlu- lanii<-r to <1cIit-

ii.ii.r wlicth.T tiK- .xiHtltii; iikiIi.hI. whicl! thu nf« Itili lUx* ii«>l maKriallv

all.M-. hIi..u1,I not U- »iisih'iiiI.'<I in liin i«irti.ular ai»ln.t wli. u.-vn- in liw

ju.lflin.iil the iraviiv of lli.- .«'.asioii .ulb-. for it. Tin- .•l.'\iilorH an- i-.w

consianllv liald.- to In. <low,l for »aiit of <urs wliile at thr saiiw tiiiu- tin-

railways ar.' pilini: iI»im n]. at lli.- platfornut. when- for .lavs at a str.-t.li

lli.v ai^^'-M.ili.'d" as.11.1 iiiallv as ilionsli .aii^'lil in a sn.>w storm, la tin-

.•n.i. til.' h.'avi.vM part of ili.- .lainas;.- fa'.ls iip"" "»• ;:i-»in IJr'w.r nniou-

from II..' station « l,o .an l.-ast alT..ra l.-sulL-r. It i.,.lini.nlt to..sl.mate

t!„- f.lal .lir.-.t .111.1 in.lir.vt !,»«s aiisin- .'vrv v.ar fr..M. tins |H-rm.i..Ms

i,.-ulali..n. «lM.i.. ;illli.>n:jli l...al . iivnmstan. is oft.ii varv. tivats .ill

lisiri.'ts alik.- Willi r.-sp.rt to .listiil.,ui..ii. .•v.ivwli.Tf injiinn-: tin- many

for 111.- I»'n.-lit .'f til.' few. Tli.' l.>ss must amonnt to an .iioniioiis tipir.',

In tinii's '«as|
all.! "f .iMiis.-. is l.oiin.l to in. n-as.' as 111.' irop in. n-asis.

v,|i,f liiis 1 n ..l.iain.'.l 1." all.\ llin>\i'.:li llo' snsp.-nsion ..f tli.^ .\.t al tin-

iiisinii..' ..f 111.' <;r;iin (•oniiiiissi..ii.r. an.l if I'arliaiii.'nt will n..t aiiv

loll'.;. 1- ir.iM him or I.'a\.' 111.' iiiaHi-r I.. I>.> .l.'i.'rmin.'.l in iliis ami tliat

/.,m' !..v ihr liailwa.v |!..aiil. wliy n..l l.'l tli.' s.'lil.r !..• tli.' lo.al arl.ii.r as

llilr propositi?

<inii;i'. l,ri-i>iMioN i'i:r.\riN'. I>i;i.\\>-

|-,,r somi' liiMi- jiast lln- fana.liaii IMiili.' 1ms 1 n ImiMiii!.' fr.'ii-'l.t

, ais of :!tt an.l lt» t..n.s- .apaiilv .'.\pr.ssiy for llii' purpos.- of .miMm- it

to ..,nv .„„;:oinj: wln-nl will, -r.al.r .xp.'.li'ion. Tli.' sam.' plan Ims

l„'.n a.lo|.I.'.l I'v olli.'r railways. Tli.- Slat.- \V.'i;;limast.r of >linms..ia

sa s 1,1 !,is r.p..rl f..r llMltl that wh.Ti'.is a f.w y.ars a-.. " l'».(l'Mi

ponmls »as .-.msiil..,,'.! a hn.:.' h.a.l. a .ar l-a.l ..f 1<'<».'HH. p..uu.ls

ami I'Vi'r is now a .ommoii ihiii'-"." ami v:"' -^ "" '"' ^'^'' Pi'il" "'•"- "'

«l,.;n •!< o:i .\iii.'ii.aii roa.is , airvin- 1 lii.oiMi |.,.nn.ls ,.r ..\.t -J.:'.!'!*

laish.l Th.- .'I'l -'(t l.'ii >ars foriu.rly in iis.' on iln- fana.liaii I'ariti. in

th.' W.-st ari' l"inii s. iap|>.Kl or 'W lak.-n Kasi for s.'rvi.-.' .>m hran.h lin.s.

Th.' wlii'al .ar ..f to.!:iy wiili iis is ili.' :;o t.in on.'. . apal.I.' of .ariyin;; iii>

lo l.iMiii l.!i-h.l-. .\ n-.ii.i li.a.l i.r sii.li .Irawn liy a po».'rfiil •ii'.^in'- on

a .'.•ili.l pr.iiri.- i..a.Mii'.i ivpi.-.iiis i-c .mi. al iransporiali.iii in oii'' of

iis mo»t I'flii i.'iii forms,

Th" m'w Kill. Iioh.v. f '..•iiM ha\r i!i" .'ir.'.! i -^.t lio'i '»> "f i'-»i' ''-

Ih.' lisi- an.l |.i.'l-!i','in'4 ;li.' liC-- ..f I'n.' L'il.|..ii rais, v< hi. h. ^isi.l.' fr.>m in-

fi-rlor . apa.ily. . anno' hf h.i:!! 'il in . .i'iipaii> wHli iIm- h>';ni.'i- >ais « iih-

oul .laii','.-r ..f hi'MJiin^' ilo'> II. il woiil.l li- «.ll ("v all .oiL-i-m-.l [U:i\

railiaiii.-nl shonl-l iiiaKi ili- ".n i,,:i ,;,\- I'l.- sirmlar.l. Il is n.o\ .'"n

paralivi'h- lasy. it will l...i..',ii- ijni-.' so as jM.piiliii ion iin i-.-as..s. !,,: >!nall

f,iiiiii-!-s rai^iii'j; tin- s.i:'ii- •^i:i.l.' ..f ulii'.il In • .hmlil.' up" an.l h.a.l a

Miii.il.. r ..f 1.1
1 ',:•..' is i.I'l".' ri li. 111. Til.' s,n ii|._. in f..!liiiL' -i.. U is u..i 'li

i-onsi.l.'riiiL' I. Ill th.' prii.iip.il i-.iim.i.iy is lo l... r.iiiml in tin- iiia.- ia|ii.l

tnov.-m.nt of iln' .-loi! as ,i u h..!.. v\ liiili M-.ioiimls to th.' a.lvaniau'.' of all.

Til.- II. -u Hill . S. . li.'U .'I'.i I'l'ivi.]. s iliai •_'r.iin liii. s shalMi.- p.iint.-.l

in llii' iiisi.l.' ..f 111.. , :irs 1.1 1. ,1,. hiailia;; W li.'ii .'ars aro load. '.I to

111.' I \l. Ill of lo p. r riiii. I..M.' ; ili.ir .i.'-iyin^ .-.ipai-itv i small .-har::.',

ti\.-.! in III.' t.iilu;iy la; ill .in. I lil.'.l with 'li.' IJailwav ('.iiniiiissi.in,

is iMiil.-.l In til.' i:ii!v.a>s wiih tlic \ ii",\ of pri'Vi'iil ill'.; n-. kl.ss ovi-r-

loa.liii'.' with 111. aii.ii.laiii ! isk ;.. lil'.- an.l property. Thi' si..ii.iii In

ih.- i'.'\ Kill p:..!. .IS thi. sii;[,j,..r fr..ni th.- p.'iially .vh.-r.- In- li.i-- olisci'vi'.l

111.- l..a.liii_' liii. . Km sill h liii.-s an- .if li'il. pr.i.li.'al valii.-. inasMiilrh

as wlifai ami ..a,s \ar\' ill \\fi'.:ht li-oia s. ason lo s.'as<in a.'.'.ip.liiiu l.i

III.- .Iiil.i-iir_' . liiiiali.- ..iii.liii.iiis. Last \i-ar. wlii'n wli.'at was liirlit

in v,i iu'lr. 111.- 1 ana.liaii I'ai ili.- Iia.l lo all.-r II:.' loa.l lines in some .lis-

tri.-i- a! ilii- iiisi.im-e of ilie ( Irain < irowi'rs' .\ssocialions: while in V.Hid

.-ars l..a'l.-.| i.i iji.- Mm' with oats fi'.-,|iii-nily hroki' .hiun, from tin- fact

llial III.- oai'^ iliai si-.-isi.ti wi-i.jlml iii.H'.' p. r hush. 'I than the eak'iilat.'.l

s|,iti.|iii-.| ..f :;i )...'iii.ls. In Minn. -s,. la l.i.el liii.-s ar.' K'""" ont of use

ami iinif..tii; >. al..s li.-in;; ii-..-i.--! al i'..iinli'> p.>ins al the .'.vpense, in
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muM iimtancex, uf tbe I'ountr^ elexilDrH, uud HU|M'i-viM'il by tJlutL* wi-igb-

maMUTM. TbiH h>>tciii iiriiUciH ull liuuiis iu tlic iiiuiU't' ii( luuUiiii; ui»

well UH, NiN-iikiui; gi'ii<Tiill>, iu n»iMft lo tlixkugfs. t>ur iih'IUo«1 is not,

strictly opcukiug, fair lo I'iiUiT KliipiMvr or tairiiT, Uiiij; mnli- ami liablu

to renult 11 wide UiviTgi>u<i'n, with attt'odaut disputi*. Iu any cvrut

tbe Canadian railnaya Kboiild uot In.- attkcd to iiaiut loa<l liui-x iu fori'igu

cars.

At I'ugn 2, Sulmttiou i ol Sirlion \) of the uew Ilii: it In provided

that wheat hilled to a piiblie teruiiuai elevator iu the Mauitolia iuHjii-eliou

divixiou iiiiiRt Ih' I li'aued and weighed before leaving it uuh'ss tbe ship-

jmr objects. As iliere is no uiaehinery for promptly useeriainiii;; tin-

defire of the »hiplMT, eoufuhiou and delay may ensue. This eoiild Im'

avoidiHl by ordering that the Hraiu HJioubl be eb-aneil atnl weiffhed iinU's--

tlio Nl,ip|ier deebu-es iu wrilinj; ou the waybill iliat be diKs not wish it,

or that the eonsiiniee nolilies (In- earritr to thai elVeet, siiy, twelve hours

Ix'fore tbe ear n-aebeM the insiMitiuK ti.ruiinal.

SiTlion I'lt provides that at a lla;: station or siding where grain is

ordinarily shipiwd, tne(!r:un Coniniissioner at Winnipeg may rei|nife ib.-

railway to koep an oflleer from Si'pti'inlMr Tith lo .lauimry 1,'tb. to deal

with np[«li(alions for ears. ete. r.iil if it eaii be shown that le.ss than

SO.tMM) bnsbi-ls were- sliip|Hil from the plare in the privimis year, a tem-

porary agent need not Im' appoinlivl. 'I'lie oliji'it of Mii' < lans<' is ap-

pii'enlly III ensure a supply of ears in sparsi-ly si'ttled distric's wbcri'

there is no ib'vator and but littji- grain raised. Tbire. is no need,

howiver. of authorizing the .".lain < ominission.T to multiply railway

olliiials in Ibis fashion. The railways c an maintain an eflicient servii >

without ereating sineeiiris; Is'sides. they are always on the alert for

new iradic and may !«• Lrusod to ap|Miint ti^miMirary a:< well as regular

agents whenever and wherever they are reijuircMl. Tbe i.rovisi<m would

sonii'limes Im' unfair to the wheat-grower, sometimes to tlie railway,

riore is n flag station wbieb ilid not ship .'id.OOO bushi-ls in tbe previous

year, or anything like ii. Iieeause a hailstorm destroyed the rmp, y.'t

this year ba.s Km.'HIO liiislicls iMi band. Men- is another in wliirb lUr

eireumslanees are rrversed : it shippod .MI.dlMt or more in Ibi' previoiM

year, but has none worth speaking of this year. In the.^ie and kindriil

eas.s till- railway is always a muib bitter judge lliau the Commissioinr

of what should be ilom'. and ;lie appointment or nouapp'iintment of

temporary agents sliould be lift .lUirely to i-. It is well to rememb.-r.

moriMiver, in eonsiibring lla'_' station rei|nirenient.s, tliat every additional

loading idatform serv(.^. umler the one-sidfd operation of the car-

distribution ilaiise, to climinisb tbe supply wbiib ought to go to inipor-

tdut shipping rentres.

WiNMfKr, .\s .\N Oniii:i! Point.

In Ibeir pamphlet on tbe grain trade tlie (irain I'irowers' .Xssocia-

lions reronimeiid that tin' rrovinrial (loverniiients should punliase llie

existing eli'vatoi-s or build ni'w ones and go into the trade by makim;

iolvanees on stored wheat, an iiha onee entiTtaineil by tbe I'opulisis of

the rniled Slates. This project, which logically would laud the Wot
ern I'rovinccs iu caltleramliite,'. d.iiryiiii; anil other brancje-; of a:^!-;

culture as important in their plaii' and measure as raising wheat. i<

not likely to lie favored by the Provincial tioverutuents. Nor is Parlia-

ment likely lo approve of tbe further recouimeudaliou that the I>omiuion

(ioveriimeni sboold jmn base ami o]>eratP the KTminal elevators. The
|>riipo,sal of tbe .Vssociatiims that a sample market should be ereated .at

Winnipeg by the Provinces, or by the Provinces and Dominiou coni-

bineil, ami Uiat Winnipeg should be made an order point to that end.

is. I Venture to say, I'tpmlly unsound. Miiiiieapolis is a >a!iiple maikei

bec.-iusi' the coiiditious of trade have maile ii one. not because the Slate

Legislature or Tongress has so willed. Tbe milling capacity there in

1907 wa:-. Sli.ilDO barrels a diy and the storau'e eapticity Itl.Onn.OOrt

bushels. Comparatively few of the local miliars (lossess inland eievators.



tbev and the millrn from the RurrountliDK cuuntr; purtbaiH' uluioat

•It^igrtbcr from laniplc In uthcr wonia, it i» a uatunti aampW market

for millfni anU largt> wheat opt'rntorH, auiiit- u( whuiu own clfvatiin

whrii^ iiilfi-Kniile wbtiat \» mixed «Uh iuffrior, not I'laudeatineljr, but u
a li'Kitiinatc buirini'M,

At ^^'illni|H•K. circiiniKtani'iii iire ultni:ftber different. The luillprs

all bare inland ilcvaturH <>( tbeir own, i'(iiiw«|iienUjr there in no rail for

a KAiiipIi' ipiarlict. The taiKU ily of she Winnipeg luilU \a under 10,000

barn-N a day. It \s lioumi tn gruik-, nnd i;row fant, but at. prew-nt, oa

Kiid, the iiilllerH furnish their i>»n wheal, and any Kliipped to be wdd
on Kaiiipio would merely prove a bill of i-kkIk to the HbipixT, whilMt the

rar» would help to 1 liK'k the yards and delay the pri>i{rT»« "f other

pit>ple"H grain to tidev nter.

Tin; r.fsixE.«s i<f Misixn Wiie.\t.

Othem maintain that Winniix-g xlioiild Ix- made an order point to

permit of the re<_nlar mi\in); of nlieat. uk at MinnenimliH and Daliith.

Iliiherto tlie <ir:iiM tJrowers' .VnsiMiatioii have apparently Ih-*'!! opj>o«e<l to

mixiiiir. Tliey « isliiil at all hazards to preserve the identity of Xorth-

Uest trraiii. even. altlioii!:h this would !« plainly iin(M)sHilile, the identity

of e:ii li individual shipment. If Parliament is resolved to favor mixinfras

an itidusiry, well and coisl: only I nwiHH'tfully sulmiit that it Mioiild

frame the PKulatiotis in siieli a v ay as to interfere as little as piHwilde

with the swif! eastward movement of tin- harvest. The gn-at bulk of tho

crop is out of till- farmer's jM)s((ession by the time it reache* Winnipeg

and lielon^'s to ilealers. To turn Winni|«>(r intxi an order point would

therefore not be. as stuiie inia;:ine. a step alto;:rther in bis interest: he

ini;.'lii ptiitii in sotiie deyrei' fnuu the liiixin;;, but. on the other band.

Would stand to lose from ti.e eonKesliun at the Wiunipej; yards and the

eonsi'<jU(nt I'llay to his own KraJn, whieh the measure would eertaiuly

involve niil(-.s ;;n;it tare was taken to prevent the abuse of the billin);-

to (iriler privih'ijt'.
'

The most convenient place for mixin); wouhl be Fort William or

Tort .\rthur. but the drain Orowers' Associations app<>ar to have st-ttlcd

on Winnipe;;. where it has been carried on at two or thn-e small houses

for some time back. So Ion;: as the. wheat area was contined to Southern

.M;iiiiti)l>a there Wijs a ;;eneral uniformity in Uie sample, but now there

ari' re;;ions. esisTially north of the Canadian Tacifie main line, where,

in till' most favorable, set.sons, the Im'sI wheals exhibit a considerable

deviation in color and lextuie from the standards. Much the tiiime

thill); has occurred south of the international line. Thert-. the farmers

have til soiiii' e.xicni driven i. their old wheats and tjikeu to raising

I'lin- Stem, a !:o<m| millins wheat wbii h srailcs up to No. 1 Northern

iliiilnilii. .ind .Maiaroni or Kuniiii wlieat, the latter of which is (lar-

ti( ularly izix"\ for iiii.vin;: with harder grains. These con.siderations

aside, tlieri' is an.l tilways wil' Ih- in the North-West a c(\rtain (piantiiy

of wlieat wliiih is mis-prade t ml can be turntNl to jirotitable count

by the dealer throu?h mixini: i with inferior grades and thug brin<:ing

the latter up tt) a liidher sanipl.'.

.\ DaNGEUOIS rKolH>slTUIN.

Whether 'he establishment of order points for mixinfr or oth;T

imrposcs should not In- left, aiiordin;; to the vtirviu'.; loial ciriumstnnces,

to (he Kailway I'.oard rather than dealt with "nn fur all hy Parliament

is a i|iii^iion wurtli lisi ussin.:;. but which may Im- pas.s<.<| ovc- here. ,V

proimsal |iiit on tin- not in- pajier in the Senate. Imt subse(|uently with-

drawn, is likely to 111' reiiitii«luced when the Mill conies licfore the House,

and for this reason is entitled to sonic noliic In its Senate form it

leads as fidlows:—

" 1. .\ny person sliippinj; one t.r more carloads of prain from any
point Wi'st of Wiriiii]ieg to any ])oiiit Dast of that city may notify in writ-

inj; the Itailway CoiiipMny undcrtakiMi; to transport such ;rrain. that he



wiahn them to detaiii lUcb lar or can* fur twenty-diur liuuni at \Vinnip<>g.

If one or more carloails of auch grata in suld at \VinDi|H-g liv iiucb penwn,

th<- Uailway Compaoy at tb<- rf<|U<>«t of tnu'h ahipper or IiIh u^cni slinll

deliver the laiiie at an.T point in tiiu Winuipet; janlH uf the <'ompany

within the w d period of tneut.rfour hount, without aay additional ex-

|)enae to aaid liiipiier, iipou liix paving at the regular rate for trans-

portation tu Wionipett-
" -. If at thi.> rt-queNi of the shipper the car or cars containing sach

l^rain arc detaineii at \\ ionipeu lunger than twentv-four hours, he shall

pu.v onlinary deuiutTup', but his rights under the preeeiling subsection

shall not l>e otherwise irecte<l.

" X If the shipper does not dispose of the grain in Winnipeg the

Company shall transport it to the ii-riiilnal fioint t4> which it was origin-

ally Nhip|M-<l nirhiiul (iny ihtirp' fur lr;iiiN|>oi'i.clii>u additional lo that

originally agre«>d upon."

This would oliriously encourugu the indiscriminate billing of wheal

III WinniiM'g. iKil fur mixing, hiil fur s|H'i'Uliitive pui'iH>si-s; iind 1 Ut-cil

scanely a<ld lliiil c.ciy delay of J I i>r JS lioiira thus caiistHl would he a
serious atTair, not niendy for the lars actually detained, but, owing to

the bliN'king of the vanN. for the (•ntire rolling Kt^xk of the railway>i and
the entire crop of the country. When Parliament orderetl the insiK-ction

of grain at Winnipeg rather than at I'urt William, it was arranged that

no unnecessary delay nhoidd Ik- tMiiniliil, a system is'ing devisol for

ensuring the siK'cdy sampling and gradiiig of cars arriving after daik.

It is just as imperative now, indwd more so inasmuch ae the crop has

greatly incrcasi-d since then, that hilling to Winni|M'g should fm carefully

(•ircmnscrilsMl and the practice "mlteil to s<mie speiitic purpose

such as mixing or clearing and mu loft to the whim of the indl'idiial

abipper, careless as to the evil clfect on the general body.

At the present time grain from the West may he held over at Win-

nip«'g f<)r cleaning at the Crown. Intcrtiatiimal or Northern elevatoi-s

and riwhipisil to Kort William at ilie balance of the through rate jdus

one cent js-r KMI pitunds fur the stt itching or stop i>ver charge. The prin-

ciple is identical with that in vogue for milling in transit. There is

nothing lo hlniler its being extenditl to nuxing at Winniis'g; in fact

such nuxing houses as are now estatilishisl there already eiijoy it. A
clause like the fidlowing would therefore cover the ground amply:—

" Anv grain which the owner may desire to ship to Winnii>eg for

trenlmi'nt in a mixing nr handling hotiw may Is- so billed to Winnipi-g

and after such handling may lie reliilled to Kastern terminals at b.olance

of through rate frotii point of .shipment, plus the established terminal

charges its filed witli the Kailuay Commission for the stop-off at Win-

nipeg."

It w-oulil be gro.«sIy unjust lo compel the railways to hold over th?

cars and s-vitch ihum in ami out of the mixing elevators for nothing.

Such (barges are simply extra, though inadwiuate, compensation for

extra service rcndi-red. They are in force in the North West against the

mills at Wlnni|K-g, Ke<'watin and other points, which cheerfully pay this

small toll for tli,. cimveiiieiice of having the whealcars placol at their

diKir and the cats containing the llour prisluced therefrom conveyinl to

destinatiim at tlie remaining tiioportioii of the through rate. Further,

they are recognised by lb Railway Hoard and are in force throughout the

Dominion at large, and. if upset in the North West, must be upset every-

whi're, to the injury of numerous industries now profiting by tlie system.

Sm-KItlOB Al)V.\NT.\(iIiS Al.I!E.VI>y KXJOVED.

Mixing at Minuca]H>lis is done chii'lly by the mllliTs before grinding,

although, as has Ixrn siiid, it is also carried on there and at nululh by
dealers. Itut. and it is well to note this, mixing in transit on the

through rate alone is not allowed at Minneapolis. That is to s,iy, grain
consigne<l to Minneapolis Un- mixing must, when reconsigned to Duluth
for export, pay an additional charge of five cents per 100 pounds, or



five liu»>« wore than i* charged at Wiani.peg, in e«.-e« of the tlj^o^

rate to DuluUi. Nor i« milHug in tranait at the through rate aUowM

in Miunesota. When flour pro<lucea at MinneapoUa or elMwhere from

wheat billi-U there for milling purpowa ia ahipped Eaat by * ay of DnlajA,

«r South bv wav of Chicago, it ia not carried on the balanc* of the

tliroiuib rate with a terminal charge of one cent per 100 ponnda, aa in

the Caniuliau Norfh-West, but has to pay the full uriflf rate to all iucU

points a« if ti.c wheat had originated in the flret instance at Minneapolii.

Tlie Cana.liaii wttler is Uioa < onaiderably better off already a»

niianls iiiixiun at Winnipeij than the American settler as regards mlx-

i,.. „t MiDiuapolis: s». too. the Cauadian miller In regard to grinding

in^triinsit. What more .iin the <aiiadi»T> railways do in justice to

tl,.i..«lv<«? Why shoul.l lli.y !«• force-l to incur a further heary loss.

ni..\MX<: AT I'tBLIC ELETATCTT*.

( Ml iliis i..,ii,t il M'«iii» t.) h.' the intention to substitute the following

il.iMs.' f..i- Sul.-f.iioii 10 .f S.rtioa 19 of the nftw Bill:—

•• fvcn I'uMi.- Triinii;al War. iiou»e in the Manitoba inspection

liMsioM shall tnn. >n>v all s, ,.vnii.-s or proct-eds from the sale of same

1., ,1,.- (lov,-..>.i„.i.t Waivhuu... C.u.iulssioner, or such other officer of

,U,. (ioveranunt a. lU.- .Miwislrr may r.,,uest, and the same shall be

.listrihut.^.! hy Muh oflU.r amo-..; tl..- owuers of the grain that has been

(•h-:iii.vl in th.' ipr..i>.'iMinn to whi.li thi .
arc entitled."

I'.nt siirelv I'arliaia.iit sh,.nl,l ^-ivc th.' railway and other companiea

„«niT..' Mi.h elevators a riasonaMc xum for .leaning over ami above

that i"..""-'! f'T ••I'-viKii.f.'. vv.iyl.il.!.' aii.l spoutiug, cleaning b«4ng a

»enarat.. yvrrsx. At tl... pnMi.- .l.^vat^.-s in Minnesota, which, though

,,rivat.. i.i-.>p-rty. aiv s,i,mvvimmI In tl..' i-<:iU' ..nicials, a charg.^ up to

Imlf II "•.•m ii.T hnsh.'i in iv he iiia.li' for .leaning.

(iKNKUAI. CoXCHSIOK?

A ^..."1 "leal has Ix". iai.l l..r.. of what is done in Minnesota. This

iH'oanw innilitionK in MInii.solii are i>iiiili<a llv i.l.ntical with those

ill tilhe iiiniiilian Norih-Wcst, a. .1 liccaiis.' the law tlier.' has stood (ho

fur twciitv llv.' y.'ars wiilmni, any v.rv w ri.iMs ani.'n.lment. The

Ml. cv.ilv.^l fniii

dnrinj; the .miiintli.t liftwn'n ( iian;.;.!^

Kaihvav ('.),lr. .luriii that li.iw.in tiraii;;.

lilitii.li- .if oiilinan.i^ jmishihI

I.I iiiaiii lin.Mis and ilie Statt^

•IS anil railuavs thirtyixl.l

years aff.i. T''

th.' sale anil jiisii.-.

lain f' vs iif Im.iIi iir.' in-.it •.li.in for the farmer in

iTiip .liiriiiL.' ill.

t.) th.- railways aii.l "l.vat.irs in th. lianillini; "f ••|*'

ital two m.inihs fr.nii O.mIi.i- t.. l>.Mi.!nl..T. If this

.I.^Mii.'il i;ii|i.iilant in Miiinewita. " h.M.
!.-

lanil fur wli.at at Miiiiniili nlis aii.l f.ir ship

ill., fi-olii 111.' iinniens.' (

I. lit t.i Chi. air., aii.l ..th.'i"

inh'ii.l iir.'s, th.' liarvi'si li.'s .onip.arativ. ly .hise I.. I.aki- Sup.ri.ir it

iiMii'li iii.ir.' III'. in t h.' rana.lian N.irtli W.'sl wliirc tli.' l.ical

illiiii .liniaii.1 is r< lati\.ly small ami I.al;.' Sup. ri.ir nvi.'.' a« far away.

I III .sp.'.iriilly I.I f.p i>\ that iinl.ss th.' mw I'.ill is amin.l.'.l as r.'-

L'ar.ls th.' .lisiriliMli.iii i.f aii.l mili'ss th.' iiliii.is<t tar.' is lak.ii to

pnvent hln.ka.l.s at Winnipi

•'(', cn.irai.iiis loss \ ill Im

..III til.' aliiisi- of ill.' oi'.l.r p.iini jiriv-

nllii ti-.l .111 th.' fariiiiii'.' .oiiimiMiiiy this year

1.1 .'

.1.1

•ar h.-r.-afi.-r. I'lir ill a;;ii'.' thai, lar;;.' as tli.' ]ir. .'lit

wh. at L'r.i« in;; in t hi' North West is m.'!'.lv in its infamy an.

I

srarri'ly am limit

mar fiitiirf-

;lll
.1 1.1 its stnjH'ii.loiis .l.'N.liipniinl in th.

Willi ffi'nt respect.

Wri.MAM WIIYTE,

llrf V I': ulixl.

Cnnmlinn I'mlfir UniUrnti.

Winnipi'-'. -liini 'J-Jiiil. I'MIS,




