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THE MANITOBA SCHOOCL QUESTION.

SO far as this question has been dragged into

the politics of our country, it is not the
province of the REcorD to follow it. So far as
it stands related te our national life, and civil
and religious liberty, it demands the careful
oonsideration cfall.

In this connection attention may be called to
two points, may we not say {wo errors.

1. Tt is widely claimed that the Roman Catho-
lie minority in Manitoby, in asking for the restor-
ation of separate schools, is only asking for the
privilege accorded to the Protestant minority
in Quebec,

The cases of Quebec and Manitoba are in no
‘way parallel.

In Quebec, the majority, or rather the Church
“which controls the schools of the mejority, uses
its schools for teaching the doctrines of the
Roman Catholic Church., The R.C. catechism is
& chief text.book., The first and main thing
sought in these schools is to make good Catho-
lics, All other education is secondary. More-
-over, & part of the instruction in the tenets of
the R.C. Church is that the doctrines of all other
Churches are dangerous, false, blasphemous.

To compel Protestants to support such schools,
<established for the purpose of opposing and des-
troying their most cherished beliefs, would be
bringing into Canada something of the Middle
Ages, when men had toworshipwith Romeordie,

The very fact that a majority in a free country
is determined to use the schools of the country
for teaching the catechism and creed of any
- particular church, makes it absolutely necessary
that other churches should not be compelled to
support them, This freedom is granted in Que-
‘bec, to the extert, that where there is a sufficient
number of Protestants to form a dissentient
sichool, and they make application to Govern-
ment for that purpose, they are allowed the
privilege, otherwise they must support the R. C.
achools,

In Manitoba the case is entirely different. The
majority does not wish to teach the special doc-
trines of any church. The object for which its
schools are established is to train the yonng in

knowledge that will it them for being good
citizens and it leaves to the parents and
churches the work of training them for church
membership. There is no hardship or unfairness
in asking the Roman Catholic citizens to support
the public school system, any more than in ask-
ing them as citizens to do their share of any
publie work that is for the equal benefit of all.

The position of purties in the two provinces is
thus very different. In Quebec the majority
demand that their schools shall teach Romanism,
and they allow the minority, under certain con.
ditions, to have separate schools. In Manitoba,
the majority provide schools that will fit all the
young people for being good citizens, but demand
that these schools shall not be used for advancing
the special interests of Presbyterians, Roman
Catholics, or any other denomination. They
claim that churches should do their own special
work, which the Roman Catholics are as free to
do as any other.

If there were no separate schools in Quebec the
minority would have to support schools which
exist for the express purpose of opposing and

overthrowing all other denominations. In Mant-
toba the minority is not asked to support schools
which exist for the purpose of opposing Rome,
or for upbailding any other denomination, but
national schools, which teach no catechism and
discredit the religious beliefs of nodenomination.

The Romran Catholics of Manitoba have the
same privileges that the Presbyterians or Epis-
copalians, or Methedists, or Baptists, of Mani-
toba, have; the privilege of getting a good educa-
tion for their chilaren in the public schools,
without having their religious beliefs interfered
with, and the privilege of giving iheir children
instruction in their own catechisms in whatever
way they may think best, outside the public
schools,

The cry for fair play is widely echoed. Fair

play demands that Roman. Catholics get the

same privileges that other denominations do, no
less, no more, At present they have that fair
play in Manitoba, instruction on equal terms in
all other matters, and equal liberty to instruct
their children in their own catechism,
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If the present order of things is reversed, and
separate schools are re-established there will not
be fair play., The Roman Catholics will then
have Government-aided schools with their own
catechism as a text book, while the Presby-
terians, Lpiscopalians, Methodists, or Baptists,
will have no such liberty.

In Quebee, other denominations have not tne
same privileges that the Roman Catholies have.
Presbyterians cannot use their catechism in the
separate schools, nor can Ipiscopalians or others
use theirs, These other denominations have to
malke some sacrifice, to unite on some common
ground, in order to get the beneflts of an educa-
tion, and under such a separate school system
there is not fair play.

Fair play demands that the present order of
things in Manitoba be maintained. To go back
to the former position is to give to the Romanists
an advantage that others are not allowed, and
every lover of freedom and of his country should
stand for fair play to all and favors to none.

2, A second error in many minds is that the
Roman Catholic people feel it to be a great griev-
ance not to have the separate schools, with their
catechisin as a text book.

If this were the case there would be more of
sympathy with the claim for the old schools, even
thoigh the claim be unjust. But such is not
the fact.

TheR.C.people are realizing that the schools, as
centrolled by the Church, are utterly inefficient ;
that the children coming out of such schools, from
the average country district, with little educa-
tion beyond their knowledge of the catechism
and church observances, are sadly wanting in
equipment for the work of life.

It is an open secret that a great body of the
Roman Catholic people, both in Manitoba and
Quebec, would prefer public national schools,
and if there were a free expressionof the opinion
of the inteiligent Roman Catholics of Canada,
there is little doubt that it would be largely in
favor of public national schools, apart from the
control of the clergy.

This is seen in the numbers who take advan-

tage of other and better schools when they have
the opportunity. It is seen in the demands that
the more independent of their newspapers some-
times make, that the people, and not the clergy,
shall control the schools, It isseen in the com-
plaints often made in private by intelligent
loman Catholics, to Protestants whom they
meet in business relations, that the clergy con-
trol the schools and use them for their own
special ends.

The agitation to restore separate schools in
Manitoba is not kept up by the Roman Catholic
people of Manitoba or of those of Quebec. The
“grievance” is the “grievance” of the R. C.
clergy. The agitation is the work of the

clergy, who seck to keep control of the educa-
tion of the young, and who are exerting their
utmost efforts to that end,

The question that has faced a free people,
both Protestant and Roman Catholic, in Mani.
toba, is whether they will have for their children
the best education they can get, and have the
churches teach their own catechisms, or whether
they will yield to the claims of the Roman
Catholic clergy and allow some of the schools to
be made what they may choose to make them.

The question that faces the people of the Domin-
ion is not whether they will show sympathy for
their Roman Catholic fellow-countrymen, but
whether they will join with the clergy of the
Church of Rome in their effort to wrest and
keep from the people the control of their com-
mon schools, and force upon a young and
growing country the fetters of medimval ecclesi-
asticism,

FAI'TH AND FOREIGN MISSIONS.
BY REV, A. FALCONER, PICTOU, N.S.

ﬁHE world shall be converted to Christ,

There is no doubt about that. God has
said it, and that is enough. * All the earth shall
be filled with the glory of the Lord.” Christ
died in the assurance of it. *‘The heathen shall
be given to 1llim for His inheritance and the
uttermost parts of the earth for His possession.”
And why should we doubt what lle accepted, in
covenant relation with the Father?

In spite, then, of all discouragements ; in spite
of the deep darkness of ignorance and sensuality,
that still settle down like a pall on vast myriads
of the human race; in spite of all the evil powers
of earth and hell to prevent the progress of the
Redeemer’s Kingdom, and thus keep things as
they are; in spite of all this, we will hold by the
heart-cheering, soul-stirring, thought, that noth-
ing can prevent the incoming of that Kingdom,
and the uitimate deliverance of man from the
decree of death.

God has seen fit to employ human agency in
effecting this deliverance, He has placed the
honour and responsibility of doing this work at
the door of the Church. The Church has been
doing the work in measure. She has been trying
to evangelize the world, Bub after all that has
been done—and it has not been a little—Satan
still holds there, ¢ his seat and power and great
authority.” Now we naturally ask, “ Why is this
0 ?" If the King shall come in Iis Kingdom,
‘“Why is His chariot so long in coming? Why
tarry the wheels of his chariot? Or why are
His people so slow in accepting the honour and
privilege conferred upon them, in associating
their life’s work with the triumphs of the Gospel
in the redemption of the world? DBecause the
Church has not attaincd to the full strength of
faith,
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Our Saviour taught His discipies on a certain | things from God; attempt great things for
occasion to attribute their weakness and their | God.” No greater calamity could happen the
failures to their unbelief. * Lord, why could not | Charch of Christ than the wenkening or drying
we cast him out?”  *“Because of your unbelief.” | up of her faith : for where doubt enters, encrgy
And He frequently impressed upon them the | dies away.
absolute necessity of faith, as the first qualifica- There are perhaps two extreme errors into
tion in discharging the commission which IIe { which persons are prone to fall in regard to faith.
wns to give them as IHis ambassadors to the | The one is, in believing what we are not war-
world. And when the Apostles had become | ranted to believe, and the other is not believing
sensible of the fimportance of faith and of their | where God’s word and providence are perfectly
deficiency in regard to it, they join in their une | clear, In the one case, our undue enthusiasm
un..od prayer left on record, *“ Lord increase our | might lead ns into perplexing positiens ; and in
faith.” Before they venture forth upon their new ' the other we are landed in the cold region of
enterprise, as the heralds of Christ’s Gospel, they positive unbelief,
unite in this one great desire of their hearts— i No doubt by far the greater numoer fall into
mare faith. This they felt was to be the great | the second errov.  But there is some danger even
instrumentality by which they conld secure ““the | in regard to the first. o give faith its true
victory that overconeth the world.” place in practical life it must be associated with

And if such faith was necessary to those whom  sanctified reason. The age of true faith is the
the Lord sent forth to found the Christian | age of sanctified intelligence—of the conscien-
Church, surely it is equally necessgry in the | tious usc of the faculty of judgment. And so in
work of extending Christianity now—in leading | practical questions the exercise of faith must
the Church to conceive aright the whole case of | run parallel with the excrcise of rescarch. Faith
her relationship to the world, and the full extent | is not o meteor of the mind or a blind impulse.
of her obligation, in cnabling her to exercise When therefore any desirable proposition is
large hope and expectation hecause she believes | placed Lefore the mind requiring the use of cer-
the truths and predictions and promises of God's ! tain means for its attainmment, an intellectual
word, in awakening her to her glorious oppor- | process is begun as to whether or not these
tunities and responsibilities, in recognizing the ! means are within our reach. To ascertain this
new highways that the Lord is preparing for the | we are required to take into consideration the
preaching of the Cross to every people and kin- | theory of probubilities, to calculate fairly on
dred and tongue, in giving her clearer and larger | contingencies and look earcfully at the doctrine
conceptions of the requirements of the world | of inferences.
and the possibilitics of the Gospel, and in adapt- There is no doubt some danger that in doing
ing her agencies to the necessities of the age, and | +his we may take a too exclusively secular and
prosccuting her evangelizing work with some- | commercial view in prosecuting the Lord’s work,
thing like the self-denying energy that such a | and the Church may become too much a picce of
cause demands. machinery and “dwindle into a little systen: of

The Apostle’s prayer then must still be that of | economics.” On the other hand if we decline to
the Church, “Lord increase our faith.” Faith is | zive due weight to judgment in working ont the
the real spring of self-sacrificing effort. We | most likely issues in connection with a broad
might just as well expeet a tree to grow without | view of probabilities, we may be guiltyof presum-
roots as the Church toabound in the work of | ing rather than believing; we may thus, in the
cvangelizing the world without faith. If she i< exercise of what we call faith, be trying to force
to cast out her dead, and awake into new and in- | o premature pathway, prompted by the desire
creasing energy, substituting zeal for inactivity, | for indefinite expansion. If we discard the
and burning earnestness for lanquid indifference, | faculty of clear Christian judgment, we may tind
there must be a ““a strong-hearted, clear-eyed, { that the results of such action will be a work
vigourous-handed faith.” Unbelief con never | lacking in solidity and permanence. Faith is
become the spring of generous enthusiasm, or | trust in God, after having followed a course of
the source of energeticself-forgetfulness. With- | consistent and intelligent obedience to lim. It
out faith no heroic venture can be made in any | satisfies itself with the feasibility of a project as
undertaking whatsoever. It is only as by faith | well as its desirability, and then gives itself to
the Church becomes seized with the great inspir- | its realization with a devotion true-hearted and
ing ideas of Gospel truth, grasps the promises of | single-minded.
the Word, understands that her very life is Some very devoted and earnest Christians,
largely bound up with fidelity to duty, in minis- | looking forth upon the demandsof the world
tering the Gospel to others, that she will hear, | and the number of conseerated men and women
as she ought, the great commission, and be car- | who are prepared to devote their lives to this
ried up to higher life and worthier service. | high and holy cause, think that the Church ef
Carcy’'s words should have as mueh point now | Christ should assume the responsibility of com-
as when he first uttered them, * Expect great | missioning all such who are qualified, to the
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foreign fleld, and have faith to believe that the
‘Church will rise to the exigency. Now we hr e
surely reason to thank God that at the present
time there seems to be no lack of men for the
high places of the field. The fact that men and
women are offering in such large numbersshould
send o thrill of satisfaction throughout the
Church, and it surely ought to arouse a spirit
of missionary enthusiasm that would resalt in
greatly enlarged contributions. But in view of
the fact that enlightened Christinn judgment
has its place in a life of true faith, and that it
must look at the doctrine of probabilities, it
doces seem doubtful that such methods of expan-
sion could be vindicated as action worthy of wise
and prudent men. Ifthe above method be cor-
rect in the conduct of foreign mission work, why
not also apply it to home missions, which are
only another division of the great fieli—the
world, Nay, why not apply it to all the schemes
of the Church—to all her work, general and
congregational. If this course be expedientin
the one case, it is somewhat difficult to see why
it should not be carried much farther afield in
its application. What is good in one departinent
should be good in another. But we have a
strong conviction that it will be regarded as far
too romantic to be applied all round the circle of
Church action ; and we fear that if applied, the
result might militate against some of the com-
mon virtues which are the safeguard of manya
worthy human institution. Of course our life
work should be an inspiration of trust, and we
should not too closely and too fearfully examine
into economics; for this might lead to timid
inaction. But to run faster than an intelligent
surveyof the circumstances of the Church would
Jjustify, can hardly be regarded as an act of true
faith, and if not, would be suicidal policy.

Men and women fired into enthusiasm by the
love of the Master are occasionally found going
forth into the foreign mission field seeking an
absolutely free hand in their work, and trusting
entirely to the Christian public for their support.
We cannot but. admire the truly heroic spirit
that prompts such action. In this somewhat
soft and luxurious age, when ‘many seem to
covet inglorious ease and effeminate comfort, it
is inspiring to see such exhibitions of true
heroism. And no doubt such men, independent
of any ccclesiastical control, have done noble
work and have been strikingly honored by the
Master. But such courses are not often the
wisest ; nor do ey manifest the greatest Chris-
tian sagacity who point to such exhibitions of
faith as the true mcdel for all missionaries. The
best and most permanent work has been done
under regular Church organization. And whilst
an individual has a perfect rizht, should he see
fit, to go forth unsalaried, taking an exceptional
course, believing that hissupport will be forth-
coming ; yet the Church would not be justifled

in commissioning him on such terms, for the
simple reason that from necessity she cannot
put herself in his position and assume the re-
sponsibility that he is perfectly entitled to take
upon himself, The Lord's work both at home
and abroad is likely to be best done along the
usual Church lines, And the man who receives
o reasonable maintenance, freeing him from
temporal anxicties,and enabling him to give him-
self wholly to his work, is in the best position to
serve the Church and the Chureh’s Master. The
same resson thatled Paul to decline temporal
compensation, renders it the duty of the mis-
sionary to receive a stipulated remuneration,
viz., the advancement of the Gospel.

Still whatever methods oragencies are adopted
for the extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom,
doubtless the Church needs to press the prayer,
‘“Lord, increase our faith.” It is this that is
specially needed if she is to arouse herself out of
her paralysis, rise to the true height of self
denying earnestness, and manifest an energy at
ali commensurate with the requirements of duty
in fulfilling the King’s command, ‘“Go ye into
all the world and preach the Gospel to every
creature.”

PRESBYTERIAN ENDEAVORERS,

"HE following resclutions, adopted at the
Presbyterian ¢ Rally” in connection with
the Provincial Convention of the Ontario C. E.
Union, have just been published in the report
of the Convention, The action of a number of
Presbyteries, since that date, in calling their
young people together for Presbyterial organiza-
tion, shews that the “rally” that filled the
Trirst Church at Brantford expresses the mind of
our Church very generally. The resolutions fol-
lowed a discussion on *Necessary things on
Presbyterial organization”; and on ““ How shall
we bring our forces into line for united effort for
missions and for good citizenship,” and are as
follows :~

1. That we, the Presbyterian members of the
Provincial Convention of C. E., now assembled
in Council at Brantford, do hereby express our
gratitude to God for the continued growth of
the Society, as well as for the progress of that
Chuxch whose interests we represent.

2. That we note with pleasure the interest
evinced by the General Assembly, at its last
meeting, in the welfare of the young people of
the Church, by the appointment; of a Committee
on Young éeoplc's Socicties, and that weexpress
our desire to be guided by the supreme court of
our Church in all our organization and work,

8. That, in view of the fact that the express
work of the Society of C. E. is to aid the Church
of Christ in every way that it may, and in view
of the fuct that the Endeavor Society of our own
Church lacks organization with the courts of
life of Presbyterianism, be it resolved,—That,
in recognition of these facts, we, the Endeavorers
of the Presbyterian Church, do hereby express
our conviction that it is desirable that our socie-
ties shiould be brought into closer union with
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the Church we love, by means of Presbyterianl
organization,

4. ‘I'hat wo hereby wrge all the Youny Peoplc's |
Socicties of owr Charch to renewed actvivy iny
all that pertains to the interests of our Chureh,
and especially to redoubled ¢flort on belwalf of tie
missionary schemes of the Chwrch, so that, as
far as possible, such missionary ardor be expend-
ed primariiy in support of the great schemes of
the Charch.

8. Resclved, That the members of the C. E.
Socicties throughout the Church be recommend-
ed to exercise all vigilance in the interests of
what will tend to the furtherance of municipal
honor, and to the purity of national life, and be
urged to use their best endeavor for the estab.
lishment of that righteousness which exalteth
a nation.

6. That copies of the preceding resolutions be
forwarded to the Assembly's Convener of Com-
mittee on Young People’s Socleties, and to the
various Presbyterial Conveners, *

In passing these excellent resolutions on to
the whole Church through the colummns of the
Recorn, I have taken the liberty of underlining
some words in No. 4. Presbyterian C, E. Socie-
ties take the lead in giving to Missions. From
one of the tables incorporated in the secretary’s
address at the Ontario C. E. Convention above
mentioned, it appears that, of the 456 Societics
“sending satisfactory reports,” 198 were Preshy-
terian. These had contributed $3,815 to Mis-
sions, an average of nearly $20 each; the re-
maining 258 Socicties giving in all $2,587, or an
average of just over $10 each. These facts are
stated here not in any spirit of self-satisfaction,
brt, to encourage our Presbyterian Socicties to
do even greater things. Measured by what
might be done, for example, such an unpreten-
ticus method as the two-cents a-week system,
adopted and carried out thoroughly, the figures
named look exceedingly small.

At this time of year, Conveners of Boards and
Committees scan the lists of receipts with great
eagerness, ‘‘Shall we have enough to carry out
the work entrusted to us?’ is the vexing ques-
tion with them, A little system and effort on
the part of the various Young People’s Societies
throughout the Church, would do much to help
in a satisfactory answer.

R. DovGras FRASER, Convener.

8t. Giabriel, The spirit of liberty, which is

P. Q. growing little by little in the Pro-
vince of Quebec, is shewing itself in this district.
Some 38 of the people, farmers, recently seceded
from the Church of St. Felix, and asked foran-
other priest, This was not granted. The people
were determined not to submit, and had decided
to send to Montreal for a priest, failing which,
they would have o pastor. What the result of
that application will be is not yet known. The
missionary who recently visited them was very
kindly received. ‘The secession may or may not
be justified. That which gives encouragement .
is that the people are beginning to think and act
for themselves, instead of being blindly led.

Our fHome Worls.

REV. PR. Never has there been an issue of the

REID.  Pressyrerias Recorn without Dr.
Reid's name, as Agent of theChureh, at the head
at the head of the list of Acknowledgments,
Never has there been an Assembly of the Pres.
byterian Church in Canada, without Dr. Reid as
a prominent central figure. And now, at four
score years, his work is done. The ken't face
and voice will be seen and heard no more.

Fivst, Prof. Mackerras, then Dr, Fraser, now
Dr. Reid, and the three clerks of General Assem-
bly at the Union, have all passed away, The ties
that bind the present to the past are being trans-
ferred from earth to heaven. DMay these ties
draw us thitherward, as to the workers that re-
main comes anew the call, * Whatsoever thy
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might ; for the
night cometh when no man can work.”

L v ]

A new church (St. Peter's) was formally opened

at Nashwaak, N, B, the last Sabbath of December,

The Moderator of the Assembly, Rev. Dr. Rob-
ertson, has been for more than two months in
the Maritime Provinces in the interest of home
mission work,

On Christmas Eve the congregation of Hervey,
N. B., suflered a severe loss in the destruction
of their beautiful church by fire. No insurance.
They at once decided to go forward and rebuild.

When women will, they will, and the Ladies’
Aid Society of St. Andrew’s Church, New West-
minster, B, C,, which was organized less than
three years ago, has paid off a debt of $1,000 on -
their manse.

Three new Home Mission Fields (Fairville,
Brockway, and Salmon River) were opened up
in St. John Presbytery during the past year,
and two other stations (Loch Lomond and Mec-
Adam) reopened.

Glengarry Presbytery lost two of its ministers
at its meeting of Dec. 17, Mr. Kay, of Indian
Lands, accepting a call to Marsboro (Que.) Pres-
bytery, and Mr. Roderick McKay, of Kenyon, a
call to Maitland (Huron) Presbytery.

The brave little congregation of Digby, Nova
Scotia, has worked steadily on from very small
beginnings not long since, and its progress is
seen in the fact that its trustees have applied to
the Legislature for an act of incorporation.

Home Work While Home Mission work in
by the Sea, Nova Scotia, New Branswick, or
Prince Edward Island, has not startling sur-
prises of the new North West, the work is just
as important, the principles upon which it rests
are the same, and the results are similar; better
people, a better country, new congregations
forming, to help in the work of the church and
the evangelization of the world.



34

-—

¥ome Mis- The work entrusted to the 11, M,
stonx West. Comumittee, West, cextends from
Gaspé to Albern’, and includes all within the
Provinces of Quebee, Ontario, Manitoha, British
Columbia and the North-West Terrvitories. The
Missionaries of the Committee, in these pro-
vinces, conduct services in seren languages, at
1,007 points, with an average Sabhath attendence
of 35,770, Connected with these stations are
11356 families, 3,731 single persons, not connect-
ed with these families, and 14,253 communicants,
1, e, one-eigth of the families and one-sixth of the
young people of the Church. ¥rom these mis-
sions are to come our new congregations, as well
as the additional revenue to maintain and extend
all the enterprises of the Church. Happy the
Church that has her quiver full of henlthy grow-
ing children, even though they may occasionally
be clamorous for more funds. They are the hope
of the future,—Dr. Robertson.

¥lome Misston Consists in nursing feeble

Work in Qucbee  settlements of Prestyterians
and others that are being gradually squeezed out
of existence by the persistent pressure of the
Roman Catholic Church. Negloct in early days
cost the Church dearly, let us strengthen the
things that remain. Nor are we leading a for-
lorn hope. Look at these figures for the Presby-
teries of Montreal and Quebec. At the Union
3,638 families, now §5,111; communicants, then
6,606, now 11,372, <. e., in those 19 years o gain of
40 p. c. in families and 72 p. c. in communicants.
Here is hope. At present there are 44 Mission
Stations, with 647 families and §74 communicants
in this province ; and if cared for they must form
a valuable breakwater against the inroads of the
Roman Catholic Church. If it is worth trying to
evangelize French Canadians, surely it is worth
trying to keep our own people from hecoming
Roman Catholics, as they have done in the past
by the thousand.—Dr. R.

Ottawa The principal Home Mission fields in
Valley. Ontario are the Ottawa Valley, in the
rear of Kingston, and in the Muskoka and Al-
goma districts. No better piece of H. M. work
was ever done than that by the Presbyteries of
Ottawa and Lanark and Renfrew. Since the
Union the families increased 95 p. ¢. and the
communicants 152 p. c.* For schemes, these
Presbyteries gave $3,099 in 1875, and $18,440 in
1894; and for all purposes $54,574 in the former
year, and $134,121 in the latter. Allowance is
made for the congregations that belonged to the
Brockville Presbytery in 1875.

Maskoka Is supposed to be a region of rock,
lake and forest, and hence better suited for the
axe, the rod, and the gun, than the mower or
reaper, and yet settlers have cleared the forest
and created homes for themselves and their fam-
ilics, and under the efficient superintendency of
Mr. Findlay, our Church has made surprising
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progress. In 1875 we had only 8 missions, with 16
stutions, and in 1894, 36 missions and 103 stations
and this, after 8 missions had become congrega.
tions.

Algoma  Was almost wholly under the care of
I{nox College Missionary Society in 1875, so new
and unorganized was our work ther¢. In these
19y ars,our 3 insigniticant missions have grown
into 3 congregations, and 31 missions with 107
stations ; and the Presbytery reports 1,211 fam-
ilics, 401 single persons and 1,384 communicants.
The construction of railways through these dis-
tricts is to aid materially in their developmnent.

In the In the country between Lake Su-
North-West, perior and the Pacific Ocean the
growth has been steady and satisfactory. Settle-
mené has been slow but quite fast enough to tax
the resources of the Committee, Icelanders and
Scandinavians, Germans and Hungarians, being
cared for and Celts and Saxons not overlooked.
West of Lake Superior we had 2 congregations
in 1875 and 81 in 1894. The missions increased
from 14 to 166, and the preaching stations
from 35 to (82. Since the Union, our fam-
ilies, which numbered 537, have increased more
than 20 fold and comnunicants more than 30
fold. For schemes $380 were given in 1875 and
816,673 in 1884 ; and for all purposes the figures
for the respective years were $6,725 and $268,535.
In 1875 the North-West gave less than 1 p. c. of
the revenue of the Church, and in 1884 about
124 p. c.

Results of The H. M. work has told power-
.M. Work. fully on the growth of the Church
since the Union. In 1875 there were in the
Western Section, 435 self-supporting congre-
gations, 86 augmented congregations, and 169
missions ; now there are 350 self-suppcrting, 152
augmented and 3144 missions, i. ¢.a gain in the
respective classes, of 26, 76 and 103 percent. The
Committee has thus started 356 missions in 20
years (nearly 18 a year ) on the road to become
self-supporting congregations ; many of them
have already reached their destination, and it is
hoped the remainder will not fall by the way.—
Dr. R.
No Standing Home Mission Work cannot
Still. continue stationary; ours is a
growing country, and Christian work must keep
pace with settlement. No other Church has ex-
tended its work so widely in the West as our
own, and no one has been more successful
Some argue that there is o need of such wide
extension since people have their Bibles, Those
who reason in this way have never visited the
frontier, nor have they seen the baneful effects
of neglect. A neglected Bible is a feeble religious
force, And it is noticcable that those who would
leave the frontier settlers to their Bibles are care-
ful that they and their families shall have a
preached gospel.—Dr. B,
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The consregations of Little Bras’ d'Or and
Leitel's Creek, C. B,, are considering the matier
of union. Where union can be eflected, and
good, strong congregations formed, the work of
the Lord can be carried forward with far greater
comfort and success. Middle Stewincke and
Brookfield, N. S., are consideringreunion. Rev,
Charles Mackay has resigned charge of the lat-
ter, lenving the way clear to unite, and Rev.
Charles Mackinnon has tabled his resignation
of the former, for the snne purpose.

Falrvilie. In this suburb of St. John, N.B., a
mission station was opened, o hall rented, and
cittechist appointed, just a year ago. There are
overforty families. The people—chiefly workmen
in the neighboring mills—have gone to work
with great energy. They have built a fine hall of
their own, which is nearly half paid for, and
they raised 8450 toward the support of an or-
dained missionary. When the hall is clear of
debt they hope to do without assistance from
the Home Mission Board.

Stony Mz, McQueen, of Edmonton, writes
Plain, ete. of his trip to Stony Plain. ** On my
way out Ipassed through asmall settlement north
of the Indian Reserve, consisting of four families
and two bachelors—all Presbyterians with one
exception. I promised them a monthly prayer-
meeting service during winter for which they
were most grateful.

The Spruce Grove school house was reached in
the evening, There were 25 at the service; two
children were baptized, one the oflspring of
Presbyterian parents the other Anglican. The
people were all very anxious that I should come
back, which I promised to do as often during the
winteras I conveniently could. The people in
the settlement are all Presbyteriung or Angli-
cans, with one exception, and the Tresbyterians
are in the majority.

The next day I started for the Warden school,
fully ten miles further away. A few visits were
made on the way and a child baptized. The
Warden settlement, with the exception of one
Methodist family, as faras could be learned, is
solidly Presbyterian. The attendance was larger
than at the other point, and would have been
larger still had there not been two steam thresh-
ers at work in the neighborhvod. The people

" here, too, were anxious that I should give them
some service during the winter. In the scttle-
ment are two sons of & Presbyterian minister in
the United States—both have families.

These points might be united with Poplar
Grove and Belmont and a new mission organ-
ized. This is really the best part of this north
country that I have seen, and we should not ne-
glectit. A conditional vromise of a missionary
next spring was made. The people are begin-
ning life but we could pro.nise hoard and one
dollar per week."”

@ur goveign Missions.

The resolution of the Dayspring Board, given
on next page, shews that the managers of the
Maritime aflnirs of the New Hebrides Mission
have on their hands, what, in popular parlance,
would be zalled o * white elephant.,” What ac-
tion the Mission Synod will take, in May, since
their resolution of last year regarding the Day-
spring was unheeded by the Victorian I, M.
Com., remains to be seen.

Mixs Fisher's “Miss Iisher's School has
work in Couvn. doubled in four years,” writes
Mr. Thompson in a private note from Couva,
Trinidad. Besides “she raised seventy-five dol-
lars and painted her school. Not one cent of this
was mission money. She wrought with herown
hands and raised part of it in other ways. The
paint willadd years to the “life” of the building.
The Scotch folks here spent about $150.00, in re-
pairing and painting the Church, Miss Fisher
and Miss Arbuckle collected the money and a
committee of the school did the work. The
Church needed painting badly to save it, so our
funds were relieved to that extent.

A Teacher’s Rev. A. W. Thompson, who re-

Death, turned a few weeks since te Trini-
dad, writes:—“ We arrived home in time to
nurse our best native teacher through what
proved to be his last illness. He passed his ex-
aminations last March after attending the
Training School at San F'do, took charge of the
Caleutta School and doubled the attendance ina
short time. His wife took ill and died. Just as
we reached home he took ill and in spiteof all our
nursing and care he died this day week.

We do not ask why so promising alife is ended
$0 soon, why hie was not spared to us just when
he was so useful, and O, so much needed! We
bow and say ‘“the will of the Lord be done.”
Three days later another teacher died, but we
must just fill up the gaps as best we can and
move on.

Montreal The Montreal Woman’s Miss
Woman's 3. S. ionary Society, continues te
irerease in interest, At the largely attended
quarterly meeting in Stanley Street Church, 10
Jan., Mrs Dr. Thompson, wife of our energetic
missionary to the Chinese, and herself a most
carnest and effective worker, in an excellent ad-
dress, spoke particularly of Macao, in Southern
China, where she and her husband labored for
some years, Frompersonal knowledgeshespoke
of theneeds of the women, with the result that.
the Society resolved in addition to present ob-
ligations, to become responsible for the salary of
a native preacher in China. Three new city
auxiliaries have been formed during the year.
Mr. D. Munro, has presented the Society with a
beautiful banner inscribed with its motto ‘‘ Thy
Kingdom Come.”
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Indore Tho opening of the Cnnadinn Mission
College. College at Indore, 22nd November,
marks an epoch in our I, M, work in India.
Not many years have passed since the mission-
aries at Indore had to meet bitter opposition
that would have daunted less determined men
than Mr. Wilkie and his fellow-warkers. Every
possible hindrance was put in their path, But
success came.  The authorities are friends. And
in the presence of a grand gathering of some
1,300, including all the leading people of the city
and Residency, members of the Durbar, and
the sons-in-law of Iis Highness, the Maharajah
Iolkar ; the new Canadian Mission College built
on a site presented by the Maharajah, was for-
mally declared open by Col. Barr, agent to the
Governor-General for Central Indin, All the
members of the mission stafl’ were present.

NEW HEBRIDES MARITIME SERVICE.

At o meeting of the “ Dayspring” Board held
here this day for the purpose of making arrange-
‘ments for thie Maritime Serviee for 1806, the Rev.
d. Gibson, convener of the Foreign Mission Com-
mittee of the Presbyterinn Church of Victoria,
and of the managing Committee of the new
steamer “ Dayspring ™ submitted certain propo-
sals for the performance of the Maritime Service
by means of the steamer ** Dayspring” instead
of by the Aus. New Hebrides Co's steamers.
Proposuls also from the Aus. New Hebrides Co.
for the continuance of the present service were
before the Board. After careful consideration
the Board resolved as follows :—

*“ Inasmuch as this Board, and several of the
Churches it represents, have from the first dis-
approved of the building of the steamer * Day-
spring;” inasmuch also ds the Mission Synod
has expressed its regret that it wasnot consulted
sooner and has neither approved nor accepted
the steamer scheme ; and inasmuch also as the
suitability of the steamer is not assured nor its
annual cost of maintenance conclusively ascer-
tained, this Board is very reluctant to break up
the present service and would much prefer that
the same had been continued, at least until the
Mission Synod had expressc(i its mind in regard
to the acceptance or otherwise of the new
£ er,

Nevertheless, with the view of keeping
-down expenses and also to avoid seeming rivalry,
this Board agrees to accept of Mr. Gibson’s pro-
posals and arrange provisiouall‘y with “the
managing Committee of the new_Dayspring”
for the work of the Mission to be done by means
-of the * Dayspring’? from the beginning of 1856,
and until the mind of the Mission Synod shall
have been ascertained, it being distinctly under-
stood that this action on the part of the Board
is not to be held as committing the Mission
Synod to the acceptance_of the steamer “Ilay-

ring or in any wayhindering the freedom of the
.Synod in dealing with the matter of the is
time Service,”

JaMes CosH,
Sec’y to  Dayspring” Paard.
Sydney, Nov, 26, 1895,

SEMI-JUBILEE REV. R. J. GRANT, D.D.
RY REV. E, A. M‘CURDY.

MHE Enst Indian congregation of Susamachar

© Church, San Fernando, and their friends
in Trinidad will remember long and pleasantly
the 23rd, 2ith and 25th of November last, when
they celebrated the semi-jubilee of their honored
pastor, Rev. Dr. Grant,

The evening of the 23rd was taken up with the
public and general celebration. The church was
filled to its utmost capacity, The platform was
crowded from end to end with members of Pres-
bytery, Civie and Government oflicinls, and min-
isters and leading members of the Anglican and
Wesleyan churches of the town, many of whom
testified by their words and gifts, as well as by
their presence, and actions in other ways, the
deep interest which they took in the celebration,
and in those whotn they had met to honor,

The Acting-Moderator of Presbytery presided,
supported by Dr, Eakin, the mayor of San Fer-
nando; a union of the ecclesiastical and civie
authorities to which even the liberty-loving
members of the Presbyterian Church in Canada
would not likely seriously object,

After opening by singing the hundredth psalm
and prayer, congratulations poured in upon Dr.
and Mrs, Grant from the Presbytery, from the
congregation of Susamachar Church, from the
sister Presbyterian congregation of the Scotch
Church in San Fernando, from friends and
neighbors in the town and district ; who, with
one voice, but in varying terms, testified to the
value of the mission work among the East In.
dians, and to the wisdom, zeal, and success, with
which it had been carried on by Dr, Grant and
his fellow-workers,

The Presbytery spoke in tcvms of the highes$
appreciation of Dr.Grant’s diugence and fidelity,
worth and work, and of the comfort and satisfac-
tion which Dr. and Mrs. Grant must enj oy in
their labors among so loyal and liberal a people.
They also made special mention of the valued
services, freely rendered, of Mr. T. Geddes Grant,
in connection with his father's work and congre-
gation ; at the same time noting the remarkable
fact, that not one of the Canadian agents of the
mission, throughout its whole history, has been
cutoff byany disease peculiarto a tropicalclimate.

The congregation embraced the opportunity of
presenting Dr. Grant with a large portrait of
himself, to be placed in the College. The mayor
of Sen Fernando, at their request, unveiled the
portrait, after making an exceedingly happy aud
impressive speech. The congregation also gave
their pastor a purse containing twenty-five
sovereigns, one for each vear during which he
had labored amongst them.

Some twenty-four friends, embracing many of
the leading people of San Fernando and neigh-
borhood, connected with almostall the churches,
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represented by the Hon. Mr. Robertson, also
presented Dr, Grant with an address, accom-
panicd by some two hundred dollars, which they
had put into the hands of two of their number
for the purchase of o horse and harness, with a
view to facilitate his labors in his widespread
fleld.

But deep.y interesting as was the meeting on
Saturday evening, my chief interest centred in
the Sunday service, especinlly in the morning
gathering of the Hindustani people. 'This first
day of Dr. Grant's sccond twenty-five years had
been set apart for the annual celebration of the
Lord’s Supper, and from an early hour, about 8
o'clock, the East Indians, many of whom had
come in on Saturday from ‘he most remote dis-
tricts of the San Fernando (ield, assembled in
the church for prayer and praise, and continued
with short intervals, till noon.

When Ientered, about 9 o'clock, the service
preparatory to the communion was in progress.
The church was packed, and many were sitting
in the windows or standing outside. At this
service the people were almost exclusively East
Indians who understand or speak, little, if any,
English. Baboo Lal Bihari conducted the devo-
tional exercises, and Dr. Morton preached, while
Dr. Grant and Mr. Fraser were enjoying the rare
treat of listening to a sermon.

As I was sitting beside them on the platform,
but unable to understand a word that was said,
¥ had a fine opportunity for observing the atten-
tion and interest with which the people listened,
and I am bound to say that no congregation in
Canada could have excelled them in the atten-
tive way in which they bore themselves through-
out the sermon. Nothing could much more
aptly describe the scene than Luke’s account of
the attention given by the wmultitudes in the
temple to the preacher’s Master, “ the people all
hung upon Him." (Revised Ver.) I only saw
one Eutychus, and though like him of old, seat-
ed in the window, he was able to maintain his
balance, so that no physical harm came to him,

I was sorry that I could not remain for com-
munion, as I had to preach at 11 o'clock for Rev.
Mr. Wilson, who was from home through ill-
health ; hut I was able to stay long enough to
see that the seats appropriated to communicants
were filled by members of the church to an ex-
tent which would compare most favorably with
the average of our churches at home. Asnearly
as I could make out, there were from 130 to 150
seated at the table, all of whom, so for as cher
had found the Saviour, have been brought to the
knowledge of the truth dnring the twenty-five
years of Dr. Grant’s labors amongst them.

As1T looked into their faces, recalling how,
Just before Dr. Grant came to Trinidad, I had
been intimately associated with him in visiting
the congrezation:t iu 2. E, Island ; and consider-
ing that all this worik had been done since that

time, and thinking of the great change which so
many of them must have experienced, I felbas I
have often felt before, but perhaps never so
keenly as then, that Mission work has compen-
sations which are full of the richest satisfaction
to thase whose hearts are thoroughly enlisted in
it. The number of stavs in thelr crown would
often scem to be greaver. The splendor with
which many of them shiue, is not less bright
and cheering.  Besides, the converts of mission-
aries, so far as they have had & genuine Chris-
tian experience, owe their illumination, trans-
formation, and everything else most worth priz-
ing, under God, to their missionary, and so they
often shew, in a very striking way, hov
strongly they feel bound to their spiritual shep-
herd.

To the rich compensations of Mission worlk,
few, I imagine, could bear more impressive tes-
timony than your two senior missionaries in
Trinidad, both of whom have been spared to re-
ceive such warm congratulations from their own
converts, as well as from so many others,

In the afterncon I had the privilege of preach-
ing to the Sunday-school children of Dr. Grant's
congregution, when there were about two hun.
dred present; and in the evening to English-
spenking Bast Indians to the number of nearly
three hundred.

Of these services I will say nothing beyond the
fact that I embraced the opportunity of urging
those who had received the Gospel themselves
to do their utmost to extend its influence as rap-
idly as possible among their unevangelized coun-
trymen in Trinidad, assuring them that no line
of Christian activity would be more suitable for
themselves, more useful to their fellow-country-
men, more advantageous to the colony, more
wratifying to the Presbyterinn Church in Canada,
or more dutiful to the Master.

On the evening of Monday, the 25th, the con-
gregation had & social for the entertainment of
their own members and adherents, which passed
ofl' most pleasantly and successfully.

Upon the whole, the semi-jubilee of Dr. Grant,
like that of Dr. Morton, celebrated three years
ago, will be long remembered by those connected
with the Canadian mission and their friends, I
believe it will be remembered, not oaly for the
number, warmth,and cordiality, of the congratu-
lations heaped upon the missionaries and their
families, but also for the stimulus which it has
given, and will give, to the work in the fields
more immediately concerned, and among the
East Indians generally. If this should be the
case, I am sure that the Presbyterian Church in
Canada, which has been honored to commence
and carry on this work, will share to the full the
joy of their missionaries, and of those who ave
privileged to sce for themselves the magnitude
and value of the work which their missionaries.
tegchers and other agents are doing.
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BEGINNINGS OF MISSION WORK IN

FORMOSA.
BY OUR MISSIONARY REV. DR. MACKAY.

QIN April, 1872, I had secured a house in Tamsui,
@ and faced the question, Why am I here? Is
it to study the geology, botany, or zodlogy of
Formosa? Isit Lo examine into questions about
the racial relations of the inhabitants? Isit to
study the habits and customs of the people ?
No; not for that did I leave my native home.
Not for that did the church in Canada ordain me
and send me out. My commission is clear; I
hold it from the King and Head of the church :
“Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel
toevery creature.” Whatever else may be done,
that commission must be fulfilled.

More than that. Whatever else may oe done
must have a real and positive bearing on the ful-
filment of that commission. Whateverof history,
geology,ethnology, sociology, or of any other sub-
Ject may engage the missionary’s attention must
be regarded in its relation to the gospel. To get
the gospel of the grace of God into the minds and
hearts of the heathen, and when converted, to
build them up in their faith—that was my pur-
pose in going to Formosa. I had it clearly before
me at the beginning, and nothing has been
allowed to obscure it or make it less than
supreme.

Butb the question of ways and means had yet
to be answered ; and taking things as they came,
my first duty was to learn the language. Al-
ready I had mastered the eight tones of the
Formosan dialect and had learned a few words.
But what was that compared with the task
scarcely begun? I had no teacher, and there
were then no books of much use to a beginner.

My Chinese servant, who returned with me
from the trip down the west coast with Messrs.
Ritchie and Dickson, was my only helper, I
spent hours with him pronouncing words and
imitating sounds. He was not used to that kind
of service, and at times would look at me doubt-
fully, as though he thought me a little daft I
kept away from the main street and wandered
out into the country in the hope of mecting some
peasant with whom I might converse, and from
whom I might learn something of the language
of the common people.

Out on the downs I saw a dozen boys herding
water-buffaloes As soen as I went near they
yelled, “Toreign devil, foreign devil I” jumped
on the ground, waved their lurge sun-hats, and
disappeared behind boulders, The next day I
tried them again  They looked at me in silence,
but on the alert, and ready to run at the first
sign of danger The third day X spoke to them,
and as I had carefully practised my words they
exclaimed, in utter astonishment, “He knows
our language!” That the °*barbarian” could
speak even a few of their words interested them

very much. I took out my watch and held it up
forthem to see. They were around me instantly,
feeling iny hands, fingers, buttons, and clothes.

The herdboys and I became friends that day,
and ever after they would wait my coming with
cager interest. I was out there on the plateau
with them every day for four or five hours, talk-
ing to them, hearing them talk, noting down
new words and phrases, until my vocabulary
began to grow with a rapidity that quite amazed
my servant. I learned more of the spoken
dialect from those herdboys than in any other
way, and years after, when they grew to man-
hood, they continued friendly, and were always
delighted to recall the first days on the buffalo-
pasture. Several of them became converts to
Christianity, one a student and preacher.

All this time I was working away at the
written characters with my English-Chinese
dictionary. It was slow and vexatious. With-
out a teacher or helper, and having none of the
improved dictionaries, it sometimes took hours
to find the meaning of one character. In this
way I learned the spoken dialect in the daytime

; from the herdboys, and studied the characters

from the books at night, all the while practicing
aloud in order to train both tongue and ear.
Something new was learned every day, and my
old servant had to listen to new words and
sentences and hear the old ones over again every
night. It is entirely probable that he said some
things I did not understand, and that were not
very complimentary. I am quite sure he became
sick and tired of my questions and ecross-
questions. After a few weeks in my service he
collapsed, and left me to march up and down the
room reciting and rehecarsing by myself, I never
saw him again,

These exercises were not in vain, however,
and as I shunned all Europeans and English-
speaking Chinese, and spoke to every other man
who would listen to me, within five months I
had so far mastered the language that X wasable
to preach my first sermon; and while it was
much shorter than the sermons I was uccustomed
to hear in Zorra, it was listened to by some of
those heathen hearers with strict attention. The
text was, ¢ What must I do to be saved?” The
room was full. Some sncered, others laughed
outright, but some were respectful and attentive,

‘While studying the language I was also coming
into touch with the people The proud, conceit-
cd literati would enter my rocm, open my Bibles
and other books, throw them on the floor, and
then strut out with a grunt of contempt I got
a Iarge sheet of Chinese paper, printed on it the
ten commandments, and pasted it on the out-
side of my door It was soon daubed with mud
and then torn down A sccond was similarly
treated. The third was put up and remained
untouched.

One forencon a young man, prepossessing in
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appearance, and of more than ordinary intelli-
«ence, called upon me and questioned me on
many subjects. 'When he was leaving I invited
him to return in the evening and have another
talk. He promised, and was there at the time
mentioned, and remained during brief exercises
and the singing of & hymn. I read one of our
hymns, the subject of which is the brevity of
human life, and presented him with a copy of
the hymn-book. There was something about
the young man that attracted my attention and
made me think more about him after he had
gone than about any of the others with whom I
had met. He was intelligent and respectable,
but there was a seriousness, a downrightness,
that marked him as superior.

I had been pleading with God to give me as
the first convert an intelligent and active young

man. Long before I had reached Formosa that’

had been the burden of my prayer. “That night
when I was alone in my room the thought fiash-
ed upon my mind that my prayer was heard,
and that this young stranger was the manr I had
prayed for. So powerfully did the conviction
come home to me that, although I had not a
tittle of evidence of his conversion, I slept little
that night for very gratitude.

In a day or two the young man returned,
bringing with him a graduate of some note, who
discussed questions of religion with me for some
time. It was clear now that there was to be a
conflict with the literati, and that day I began
studying their language and religion with more
carnestness than ever. The next time the young
man came he brought with him six graduates,
who remained for two hcurs discussing and
questioning. A few days later he brought several
otliers. Then he came with a literary man of a
higher degree, & Aujin, and twenty graduates
and teachers.

By this time I had become so interested that
with the utmost eagerness I entered into the
discussion and attacked them on their own
ground. Question after question was put to
them touching their three religions, Confucian-
ism, Buddhism, and Tauism. They were sur-
prised at the “barbarian’s” knowledge of their
sazes and their teachings. Their spokesman
was soon entangled, and in a little while they all
left the room.

TWithin half an hour the young man returned.
e looked more serious than ever Iread the
hymn A day’s march nearer home.” His eyes
brightened, and he said, *“ What you read now
suits me. I love those words, and I am convine-
ed that the doctrines you teach are true. I
brough all those graduates and leachers to
silence you or to be silenced. I have thought a
greab deal about these things of late, and Tam
determined to be a Christian, even though I
suffer death for it. The Book you have has the

true doctrine, and I should like to study it with
you.”

I wrote down all the young man said in my
journal, at his own request ; and with the record
now before me, my mind goes back to that day
in the month of May, 1872, I recall something
of the feelings of that hour—the strange thrill of
joy, the hope, perhaps the fear, the gratitude,
and the prayer. I look back through these
twenty-three years, see the carnest face of that
young man, and hear again his words of resolve
and conviction. Were those true words? Who
can say one syllable was untrue? That young
man became a Christian, a student, a preacher,
and to-day, after twenty-three Jong years of trial
and testing, heis there still, the chief among the
native preachers, the man to whom, more than
to any other, the care of sixty churches in the
mission in. North Formosa falls. His name is
Giam Chheng Hoa, better known as A Hoa. Will
any one who knows anything about the history
of mission work in YFormosa say that A Hon's
brave resolution, made on that day so long ago,
has Tailed ?

Some time after A Ilea became a disciple, a
painter in Tamsui named Go Ek Ju persisted in
disturbing our meetings and molesting us.
When I was addressing the people av night,
with the door open, he would pass Ly and throw
pebbles inside.  When the door was closed he
would look through holes and listen to all that
was said.  1lis habitual custom was {o lie in
wait for A Ioa when on his way home after
worship.  TFirst alone. then with others, he
would jerk A lloa’s cue, slap him in the face,
stand right before him in the street, and insulg
him in other ways.

We just pleaded with God every day to give .
the man light from above. One afterncon a
medium-sizeq, thin-faced, pock marked, intel-
ligent-looking fellow came to me at our house
and said, “ Iam sorry for my past conduct to-
ward A Hoa and yon, and beg you to forgive
me.” It was Go Ek Ju, the painter. He took
his stand as a Christian that night, and publicly
declared his allegiance to Christ.

After his conversion he spent cvery hour of
spare time in study. But his aged mother—how
she cried, raged, and threatenecd, when she heard
what her only son had done! How true it some-
times is that a “man’s foes shall be they of his
own houschold™? His two sisters sent him
word privately to keep away from th house, lest
something serious should happen. The poor,
warm-hearted son was to be pitied, and A Hoa
went with him to his former home. They were
received with bitterness, for relatives, neigh-
bors, and constables, goaded the mother on to
desperation.

At length T went to the house with him and
A Hoa. Go Lk Ju sa* besideme. The mother,
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w0 was engaged pounding rice, looked angry
and fierce. She gave a few replies to my explan-
tions, then flew into a rage and moved toward
her son witk a muallet in her uplifted hand. I
intercepted her, grasped the mallet, and threw
it outside, We walked out, subject to abuse
from the infuriated mother.

‘We now prayed for that woman. In a few
days one of the daughters was prostrated with a
severe illness. Sorcerers, doctors, and idols
were consulted in vain, and the poor mother’s
heart was bleeding. Some one advised Lurop-
ean medicines, and I was called in to prescribe.
The mularial fever from which the girl was suf-
féring soon yiclded to the remedies. With the
mother’'s heart now softened and gladdened,
there was no difficulty in getling her consent to
the son’s continuance as a student. Before long,
son, mother, and daughter all shared in the hope
of the gospel. It became a Christian household,
and all have remained steadfast until this day.
The son has bLeen a preacher for twenty-one
years, and the mother a Bibie-weman for a third
of that time.—From Far For-nosa.

ANOTHER ADVANCE IN HONAN.

ULL of encouragement to usall is the follow-

ing letter from Rev. Jammes A. Slimmon, of

the Honan Mission, to Rev. J. Fraser Smith,

M.D., who longs to be there once more; but

specially cheering must it be to Dr. Smith, as its

reading will show. Under date 20 Nov., 1895.
Mr. Slimmon writes :—

“ During the months of August and Septembér
I made an extended tour of five weeks, visiting
8 large mumber of the towns and cities lying
North and West of IIsin Chén. Asis usual in

tinerating journeys I found very much to dis-
courage and at the same time much that was
encouraging.

The most of the discouragements lay in the
fact that this part of the ficld is a poverty-strick-
en fever haunted district, and that it always will
be s0, because where the land is not marshy the
soil is alkaline. The greater part of this whole
district is flooded about two years out of every
three, and consequently it is but sparsely popu-
lated, and the people are both the poorest and
most unhealthy looking I have seen anywhere in
Honan. ,

The encouragement lay in the fact that in
every town I visited I found that our work was
well known and understoed. Over and over
again I was interrupted while preaching by some
one in the crowd coming forward to ask for Dr.
Smith and requesting me to convey their good
wishes to you. Your work has told immensely on
this whole district, and as my Chinese name is
the same as yours Iam welcomed on every side
as the real original Shih-tai-fu (Doctor), and I
have to acknowledge humbly that I am merely a
Ch'uan-tao-ti (& preacher of the Gospel).

One item of news that will interest and please
you is that at last, we have succeeded in renting
another compound in Hsin Chén. It is one of
the many places you tried so often to get. It is
said to be about'the best compound in the town
and contains three court yurds and a small
vacant lot at the back. .

We had about three months’ fighting for it be-
fore we finally secured it. After all the writings
were drawn up the landlord refused to sign the
agreement, he was so much afraid of the threats
of the Strect Guild of the town. We did all in
our power to persnade him that it would be all-
right, and one day in my absence he came in
unexpectedly to Mr. Grant and signed his name.

When the Guild heard of it they were furious,
and they had several interviews with the Man-
darin, (so had we through our teacher).

On ' day two runners came with instructions
from the Mandarin forbidding the renting of the
compound to the foreigners. I sent back word
that his instructions had come too late, as we
had already rented the compound and moreover
that we were determined to keep it.

The next day the Mandarin arrived in town on
his way to the Fu, and I sent him an invitation
to come and sce me. Inreturn he sent me an
invitation to call upon him where he was staying,
which I immediately did.

We had a warm discussion for about two
hours. He hinted that he would be unable to pre-
vent thericts that were almost sure to take place.

I replied that the consequence of any riots
would fall on the gentry whose names I gave
him and who were at the bottom of all the
opposition, (I found out afterwards that these
very gentry were in an adjoining room ljstening
to all that we were saying). I also stated that
ke himself would be held responstble by his
Superiors.

He then changed his attitude and promised
me another compound if we would only give up
this one, which he said was one of several houses
that the Guild had solemnly vowed the foreign-
crs would never secure.

Iremained firm and told him that he could
prevent all trouble by issuing a proclamation
and appointing a few runners to be present
when we were taking possession. After a
lengthy discussion the Mandarin promised as I
suggested and he kept his promise.

The result is that we are in peaceable posses-
sion and the street people are hiding their faces
in wrath. Dr. Malcolm has opencd bis dispen-
sary in the new compound.”

[In view of the above surely we have great
reason to thanlk God. Our missionaries bave
been trying to sccure additional premises in
IIsin Chén for over four years. day eur prayer
constanily be that God will continue to bless
the labors of our missionaries and overthrow
the evil schemes of wicked men."—J. F. 8.]
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A SABBATH SERVICE 1IN HONAN.
A CHAPTER OF INCIDENTS.

‘j;m following interesting sketch, showing

the inoidents and difficulties of a Sabbath
morningservice in Honan, is sent to the Ricorp
by one of our missionaries there who modestly
signs himself ¢ W, DM.”, but it is such an excel-
fent free-hand picture, that, for the satisfaction
of our readers, we take the liberty of whispering
that W. M. means William Malcolm, M.D. He
wwrites as follows:

The regular Sunday service is at 11 am. The
congregation is chiefly made up of helpers,
teachers, medical assistants, servants, patients,
and any from the street who wish to attend the
service. The majority may be patients, as on
Sunday they are not treated till after the service
is over, besides, as the compound gateand chapel
door are always open, there are those who are
constantly coming and going.

The pastor who is to preach, first rises to ex-
plain the nature of the service to those who have
never been inside of a chapel; many of these it
may be have never heard the name Jesus before.
He explains that we belong to the Jesusreligion,
and that he is going to read and preach from the
holy book, that we are also going to sing hymns
and pray and speak about Jesus and Mis doc-
trine. He makes it plain that he himselfis to do
all the talking, and must insist on quictness
during the service.

A hymn is given out, and all within sight of
a hymn book attempt to sing, but much of the
noise could not be ca cd singing, and as many
do not know the tune or even that there is any
tune, they foilow their own time, and often it
would be diflicult to te when one verse ends,
and another begins,

For example, one man may be seen to be ear-
nestly singing a hymn until he comes to a char-
acter he does not know ; he quietly turns around
and asks his ncighbor what that character is; on
being told, he procceds just where he left off,
regardless of whether the others have finished
the stanza or not. Several may crowd around
onc man with a hymn book, some looking on
over his shoulder, others looking on sideways,
recognizing the characters at various angles or
even up-side down !

The sermon is only just commenced when
some one sitting on the front bench taleesit upon
himsclf to be sponsor for the congregation, and
says—“ Yes! What you say is true, that is good
doctrine, it is not a little bit different from our
own.” He is gently suppressed by being told
once more not to talk, but as he does not like
being prohibited from talking back, he presently
develops a cough, for which he has excuse to go
oui, and does not return.

It is a very hot day in Summer and another
old man comes in and also takes the frout seat.

He wears only a pair of trousers and a pair of
shoes, carrying his pipe and fan in his hand ; one
leg of his trousers is rolled up to the knee, but
the other far above his knee, he is so much
cooler that way.

Just now a cloud of smoke is noticed in the
rear of the chapel. One or two of the country-
men have thought it a good opportunity to have
a smokej; all at once several voices call to them to
stop smoking or go outside; they immediately
stop. ’

Just at this moment a boy with a basket on
his arm appears at the chapel door and callsin a
loud voice “ buy peanuts.” A man sitting near
the door takes 2 cash (g5 of & cent) out of his ear,
and throws it into the basket, for which the boy
gives him one grab of peanuts, but he knows to
one peanut how mnueh he is giving; the man finds
one bad one in his handful, so he throws it away
and replaces it by another good one from the
basket; he puts his peanuts up his sleeve and
enjoys them, one by one, while he listens,

Now enters a man who is just having his
breakfast; he is chewing on the end of alarge
hot sweet potato ; when he is requested not to
cat during the service the potato suddenly dis-
appears up his dark sleeve.

Presently a man from the back walks boldly
up to the front, pretending that he wantsto hear
the preaching more distinctly, when in reality
he only wants to get abetter look at the foreigner
and his peculiar clothes, all the time wondering
whether it was that the cloth was too dear or
whether there was not enough of it to make a
decent suit, as the coat according to hisidea, is
so short and the trousers so tight.

At this stage il may be that a child screaming
with pain is brought to the dispensary, and it is
easy to surmise what is the trouble; it has been
stung by a scorpion. The doctor is called out
from the service, for such pain cannot wait; a
few drops of a solution of cocaine are injected
underneath the skin just 2t the point of pain;
like magic the pain ceases in an instant, and the
child goes away laughing and happy.

The dog of the compound familiarly stretches
himself out at full length in the sun just inside
the chapel doorand every one going in or cuthas
to go around about him or step over him. No
Chinaman cver disturbs him, for dogs seem to
have the right of way in China,

Many, who it may be have never seen a for-
eigner or foreign worship before, will not venture
inside the chapel, but will persist in crowding
around the doorway and listening at the win-
dows. They cannot see through the paper win-
dows, but the Chinaman always hasa plan. He
puts his tongue to the paper and wets it, so that
without making any noise, he can make a small
hole with his fingers to look through.

Occasionally onc comes in who has more exces-
sive politeness than common sense.  Addressing
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the minister, he makes @ very low bow; he is
requested to take a seat, but be is too polite to
sit down before the preacher does, and urges him
also to sit; down.

The next man that comes in also sits down on
the front bench with his back to the minister
and facing the congregation.

Undaunted by all these intrusions the preacher
takes up the thread of his sermon again and
proceeds, thinking that there wiil surely be
peace and quietness now for the rest of the ser
vice, but such is not to be, for this isChina.

An old man has just come in and he is making
straight for the minister whom he mistakes for
the doctor. He is apparently as deaf as a post,
and he begins to explain in a very loud voice that
he has been deaf for many years, and has come a,
long distance to be cured. Some one undertakes
to tell him he must wait till after the service to
be treated, and to accomplish this has to shout
several times in his ear; to which the old mun
replies that hisname is Wang and that he is deaf.

The door is open between the chapel and the
dispensary where the women are assembled, and
from where they can hear, and take part in the
service as well.

In simple language the subject is being made
very plain, and apparently all are growing deeply
interested with their eyes fixed on the minister,
when suddenly some weary workman at the back
surprises the congregation with a yawn which is
both loud and long, and a little later, thinking
that this is a good opportunity “to yield his
drowsy eyes to the kind nurse of man,” nods off
to sleep, and after two or three loud snores falls
off the bench with a sprawl. - -

Some one has just come in great haste for the
doctor to go quicklyto the other side of the town
to a case of opium poisoning, possibly that of a
young woman who has been so beaten by her
husband or abused by her relatives that she
thinks life no longer waorth living, and so has
attempted suicide.

The sermon is almost finished, but it is evident
that the man sitting by the wall who was noticed
to grow pale a short time ago, and gather his
scanty clothes more closely about him, has now
the cold shaking stage of agne upon him; he
goes out with his teeth chattering and his whole
frama trembling to find a warm sunny spot to lie
down till the chill passes over.

A photograph of the congregation as they now
sit would be interesting to many who have not
Leen to China. If it is warm weather almost
every one is using his fan, some are well dressed
and some have little or no clothes on. Some
wear their hats and some do not.

The in-patients present different pictures, of
bandaged limbs, bandaged or shaded eyes, but
most of them carrying bottles, jars, small veonots
or bowls, for their medicine. If the patient. is .00
poor to buy a bottle, he may bring a picce of

broken bowl or an egg-shell that he has picked
up by the way to carry his salve home in.

‘The sermon finished, it is announced that we
are going to kneel in prayer. Many leave at this
juncture as they do not understand what to do,
and among those who do remain some strike
ridiculous postures. The most absurd to my
knowledge was that of an old woman who was
much puzzled as to what to do, but decided to
kneel with her knees on the seat and her head
down on the floor.

DAERKNESS AND DAWN IN FU-KIEN,
AND 1ITS LESSONS FOR US.

BY REV. J. FRAZER SMITH, M.D.

& HE story of missionary effort in the Province

of Fu-Kien, in Southern China, is a re-
markable one. There is no other province in
China where missionary work, in its inceotion,
has been carried on with greater difficulty, and
probably none where it has met with more signal
suceess.

It is now more than 45 years since the heralds
of the Cross began their labors in this Province.
In the first eleven years there was not one single
convert to cheer the little band of laborers at
Foo-Chow, and during these years of waiting two
out of the five missionaries died and two others
were obliged to retire from the work.

In the year 1861 three men came out from
idolatry and declared themselves followers of
Christ. To-day it is estimated that there are
more than 20,000 converts to Christianity in this
one Province.

In the district of Ku-Cheng, where the recent
horrible massacres took place, the work began in
1863. A literary graduate was the first catechist.
This brave man met with hostility and bitter per-
secution, but continued to preach the Gospel to
his fellow-countrymen. Riots were frequent,
and when ab length the workers moved into the
city they were ill-treated and their buildings des-
troved.

Such was the state of matters for nine or ten
years. From that time, however, until quite re-
cently, the history of the mission was brighter,
and the work was carried on with few inter-
ruptions.

According to the latest xeport of the Church
Missionary Society the number of baptized con-
verts was 2,176.  'With such 2 good record in the
field, the societies at home felt themselves fully
Justific ~ in sending out a larger body of mission-
aries to labor in a district containing two million.
souls.

The sequel, the sad massacre of a few months
ago, the whole world knows too well.
¢ Behold they sleep the martyr's sleep of death;

Where neither hate nor fear can touch them
more.

Now, gnc that evilstricken Ku-Cheng hill,

Their homes lie desolate; and all vheir place
Is silent evermore.”
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In view of the foregoing facts, surely our
Church has great reason tothank God for His
goodness to our missionaries in Honan, and for
the success of their work.

When we take intoaccount the difficulties that
all along have been encountered by our mission-
aries, and the whole character of the people with
whom they had to do, w2 have great reason to
thank God that the feeble efforts thus far put
forth have been so abundantly blessed. While
we thus give thanks, and with the deepest
gratitude acknowledge His protecting care amid
all the dangers to which our missionaries have
been exposed, let us pray more earnestly than
ever that God will continue torestrain the wrath
of evil men.

All the elements necessary for a riot or for such
acts of violence as have been all too frequent of
late, are constantly present in China, and will re-
main until Christianity becomes a dominant
power in that vast Empire. The only hope for
the reformation of China is in the Gospel of Our
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. We rejoice in
what the Gospel has already accomplished in
China, and we are hopeful for the future.
Jehovah God ison the throne,and China will yct
be brought under His sway.

LETTER FROM REV. W. J..JAMIESON
TO HIS BROTHER.
UssaiN, Central India, Dec. 1895,

X‘z Dear Dawson,—Last evening, with our

Christian men, Channa, Herbert, and Mad-
koo, I went into the Mang Mahallah, or part of
the city where the Mang people live.

They spread a cloth mat on the side of a wall
for me and a straw one for the other men and
some of themselves. Two small drums were
brought, about as large as a half-gallon measure,
with one end open, the other covered with hide
of some sort. Channa took one of these, and one
of the young Mangs who could read took the
other, and they kept time to a song while we
sang two of their “bhajans” (Hindi hymns).
They beat these *“instruments” with their
fingers, producing a peculiar rumbling noisc,
which, no doubt, they enjoyed much as the
schoolboy does as he drums his heels on the
seab.

‘We explained the meaning of the hymns, after
which each in his turn spoke for about six
minutes, five being the time agreed upon. I
may say that it is sometimes a good training to
have to synoptize onc's thought, at least for
some men. Herbert gave a short talk on sin;
another spoke on the universal necd of man-
kind ; another of Christ’s death, etc.

In the midst of a group of boys and girls was
small lamp, with nothing but the bowl to hold
the oil and the short stem for the wick.

How strange and weird it scemed—the dark

eyes shining beneath a great mass of black, un-
kempt hair, the forms sitting on their heels with
cotton blankets drawn closely around their bare
shoulders, the cows and goats, dogs and small
ponies, here and there mixed up with the people,
the great branches of a * Peépul ” tree spreading
out over us all, little mud huts behind and on
two sides of us. Then the noise of the city be-
low (for this part of Ujjain seems to be higher
than other parts) like the ocean's roar, the bark-
ing of the filthy dogs that no one owns, the
shrill voices of some women giving each other’s
generation doubtful compliments in their quar-
rel. All this, and far more than I can tell you,
entered into our experience in the hour and a
half we were trying to teach these people the
way of life.

Then we had prayer. Standing with uncovered
heads, we spoke to God in the midst of all the
confusion around, assured that his thought was
not distracted by it at all.

Then a friendly young man brought out gar-
lands of flowers, which he hung about our necks,
putting a little spicy oii on the right shoulder of
each, thus giving us a pleasant farewell hint.

They came with the little Jamp to the main
street to show us the way, and returned with
“ Salam, Salam, Sahib” to their poor mud huts,
and do you say to their darkness? Yes, truly,
darkness reigns in this city, with its 40,000 souls,
very dark in some quarters.

Aswe passed tothis %uarter we passed through
agate, which I will call “ the gate of Kali. A
bell hanging from the centre of the arch was
touched by a man as we were passing, thus
giving the goddess notice of his presence. On
one side of this gate there is a house whose occu-

ants give their lives to the worship of this
*Jali,” and they are women. The worship of
this goddess means more than I could name.
Yormerly the little girls were slain in this gate-
way; now that is prohibited by the British
Governnment. The sides_of the gate-post are
now daubed over with red paint.

I wonder who could call that worship of God?
And yet, as I go round among those people, I re-
call statements made by so-called enlightened
men_that such a religion is good enough for the
Hindoos. My dear brother, if you could see
these people as they are to be seen in this old
sacred city of Ujjain you would see a bright
people’s best qualities blighted by vice, and that
in the name of worshp.

There is to be a Hindu Mela (convention) here
in 1897, when it is estimated that millions will
be present from all parts of India. They will
come to worship at the shrines. All sorts of
diseases will be the result.

I met several men in Government employ who
are now sceking to prepare water supply, cte., SO
as to evade a cholera epidemic, and still many
will die, do what they may.

One feels sad to meet so many daily whom it
scems impossible to persnade regaruing their
folly. But we must be strong, although we are
only three against 40,000, We have the church
at home as an ally. Many of her nobllest are
men and women of prayer, the Lord of Hosts is
our leader, victory is sure and not far away.
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Ghurch Hotes and Hotices,

£~ Will Prosbytery Clorks, at the olose of a meeting
of Presbytory, kindly send a card with inductions, rosig-
nations, and time and place of noxt maoting.

INDUCTIONS.

Mr. Alex. Ross, into Whycocomagh, C. B., 24
December,

Ay, J. P, Meclnnes, ordained, and inducted as
missionary at Rice and Renaud Line, Chacham
Pres., 23 Dec mber.

Mr. R. McLeod, called from Kenyon, Glen-
garry Pres., into Nfaitland, Huron Pres., 20 Jaa,

Mr. Hannahson, into Adelaide and Arkona,
Sarnia Pres., 14 January. A

Mr. A. I.. Budee, into Mandaumin and Vyner,
Sarnia Pres., 7 January.

AMr. W Peacock, into St. James, Lynfleld, &c.
N. B,, 16 Janunary.

Mr. N. McKay, called’from Indian Lands,Glen-
gtrry Pres. to be inducted into Marsboro, Quebee

res. .

Mr. Cranston, ordained and inducted into
Culloden, Paris Pres. 28 January.

RESIGNATIONS,

Mr. D. McLeod, of Balmoral, Winnipeg Pres,
MMr. T. Richmond, of Point Douglas, Win. Pres.
Mr. A, Fitzpatrick, of Kincardine, N. B.,

Mr. McKay, of Stuart and Highgate, Chatham,

eS.

Mr. R. B. Smith, of Ashburn and Utica,
Whitby Pres., Rev. J. B, McLaren, interim mod-
erator.

MINISTERS GONE HOME

Rev. William Reid, D.D. was born 10 Dec. 1816,
in the parish of Kildrummie, Aberdeenshire,
Scotland, educated at King's College, Aberdeen,
and licensed bé the Kirk Presbytery of Fordyce,
in May 1839, Coming to Canada as a Missionary
of the Glasgow Colonial Society, he wasordained
and inducted, Jan. 1840, into, Grafton and Col-
borne. In 1819 he accepted a call to Picton.

Having been appointed General Agent of e
Church and Editor of the Missionary Record, he
removed to Toronto in 1853, where for more than
forty years he has continued as Agent of the
Church, being forthe first half of that period ed-
itor of the Record. Gradually decliningstrength,
a few weeksin bed, and the end came, or rather
the beginning, when on 19 January, he entered
into rest.

Rev. Thomas Alexander was born in Aberdeen,
Scotland, 23rd Aug., 1805. He began to preach
19.h Dec., 18303 came to Canada in 1831 uuder
gppointment from the Colonizl Committee of the
CIl)mrch of Scotland 3 was settled in Cobourg till
June, 1817. He then went to Scotland, where he
labored for ten years, returning in 1857 to Canada.
He was then settled for a time at Percy ; in 1572
was transferred to Mt. Pleasant and Burford,
where he labored until his retirement in 1834,
He then removed to Brantford and lived there
until his death, 19th Dec., at the great age of
ninety years.

PRESBYTERY MEETINGS.

Algoma, Webbwood, March.

Brandon, Brandon, Ist Tues. March.

Brockville, Winchester, 2¢ Feb., 7.30. p.m.

Bruce, Chesley, 10 March, 1.30. p.m.

Calgary, Calg., Kuerx, Ist Fri. Mar., 8 p.m.

Chatham, Chat., St. And. 25 Feb., 10 a.m.

Hamilton, Ham., Knox, 21 Jan.,, 9.30_a.m
afternoon and evening of 20th a conf.on Y. P. S,

Inverness, West Bay, Hall,, 17 Mar., 11 a.m.

Kamloops, Kam., ¢ March.

Lindsay, Uxbridge, 18 Feb,, 11 a.m.

Maitland, Ripley, 17 Mar., 1.30 p. m.

Montreal, Knox, 3 Mar 10 a.m.

Owen Sd., O. Sd., Div. St. Hal1 17 Mar 10 a.m.

Portage la Prairie, Gladstone 3 Mar., 3p.m.

Peterboro, Pt. Hope, Mill St. Ch. 17 Mar., 9.30.

Quebec, Que., Mor. Col, 25 February.

Regina, Moosomin, 1st Wed., March.

Surnia,—Sar. St And. 10 March, 11 a.m.

Smrgeen.—Palm, Knox, 10 March, 10a.m.

Stratford, Strat., Xnox, 10 Mar. 10.30. a.m.

Sydney, N. Syd., St. Matt. 2d Tues, Mar., 1la.m.

Traro, Brooklicld, 4 Feb., 1 p.m.

Victoria, Vie., First ch. 3 Mar., 2 p.m.

Whitby, Oshawa, 21 April.

STATED COLLECTIONS FOR SCHEMES,

The General Assembly has directed that the
Stated Collections for the Schemesof the Church,
in congregations where there are no Missionary
Associations, be made as follows :—

Aungmentation Fund, 3rd Sab. Jan.

Aged and Infirm Min, Fund, 3rd Sab. Feh.

Foreign Missions, 3rd Sab. March,

French Evangelization, 4th Sab, July.

Home Missions, 4th Sab, Aug.

Colleges, 3rd Sab. Sept.

‘Widow's and Orphan’s Fund, 8rd Sab. Oct,

Assembly Fund, 8rd Sab. Nov.

DManitoba College, 3rd Sab. Dec.

Directed, also, that all congregations and mis-
sion stations to be enjoined to contribute to the
Schemes of the Church,

Further, that contributions be sent to the
agents of the Church as soon as possible after the
collections are made.

The Church Agency.

For several reasons the Rev. Dr. Warden hag
been unable to decide the matter of the General
Assembly’s appointment as agen* of the Church
in Toronto.

Tpon learning, howerver, of the Rev. Dr. Reid’s
death, fearing lest there might be legal compli-
cations were there no duly appointed authorized
agent, he at once intimated to the Moderator of
Assembly his formal acceptance of the position
meantinie, so thab no interest of the Church may
suffer. He has qh‘eadg entered upon the dis-
charf;e of the duties of the oflice in Toronto, and
until'the meeting of Assembly in June, wiil con-
duct the affairs of the Church. there. as well as
those of the Montreal office,

Herequests thatall correspondence and mone
for the Toronto Agency of the Church be ad-
dressed Rev. Robt. H. Warden, D.D., Confeder-
ation Life Building, Toronto; and that all money
and correspondence pertaining to the interests
he represents in Montreal, be, as herelofore, ad-
dressed, Rev. Robt, H. Warden. D.D., Box 1169
P. O., Montreal.

Notice to Presbytery Clerks.

Presbytery clerks, and others, having commu-
nications to make regarding the business of the
General Assembly, are requested, in view of the
decease of Rev. Dr. Reid, senior clerk, to address
their correspondence to the andersigned, at 63
St. Famille street, Montreal,

ROBERT CAMPBELL,

Cleric of Assembly.
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Srome all Quantars,

There were 8000 Jews in Jerusalem, fifteen
years ago 3 now there are about 40,000,

The first C. E. Society was formed a short
time since in Norway, the land of the midnight-
sun.

Great, Britain has now turned the three-thou-
sand mark in its number of Christian Endeavor
Societies.

Six Missionaries sailed 12 Oct. for Africa, and
two for India, in councetion with the Presby-
tian Church, U. S. A,

Louisville Endeavorers are planning to take
up slum work_as_one result of special evangel-
istic services held in the city.

Sunday work on a large building in Pittsburg,
Pa., was stopped by the activity of the Ch.
United Presbyterian Endeavorers.

In the Congo Free State wherg work was but
recently begun, there are now 27 mission stations
with 78 Migsionaries, men and women, and 1500
converts,

Rev. Dr. Storrs, of the Church of the Pilgrims,
Brooklyn, recently celebrated his jubilee. e
bhaslong been a noble and prominent figure in
the religious world.

Moody is laboring in Philadelphia with all his
old time power and success. The secret is that
the power in which he implicitly relies is Divine,
and that never changes.

A New Zealand Christian Endeavor Society
has an Evangelization Committee, to go out into
the by-ways and proclaim the Gospel to those
that cannot be led to church.

Joseph Cook, the well known writer and
lecturer has returned from his Australian tour

eatly broken in healthh and there is some fear
hat his life work is necarly done.

In Edinburgh on Sunday the visitor looks in
vain for a tram car. Nor will he be able to buy
a Sunday newspaper, for this, and open shops or
saloons, do not exist in Edinburgh.

Largely as the result of the no-license cam-
paign waged by the Boston Christian Endeav-
orers, the no-license vote at the last city elec-
tion was increased by nine thousand.

The firet Sunday law enacted on this continent
was passed in Virginia in 1817. It provided that
the man who did not attend Church on Sunday
%ould be fired two pounds of tobacco.—Pres.

cv.

The young ladies of the Presbyterian Chris.
tian Endeavor Society at Perryville, Ky., mecet
weekly to pray for the young men of the church
and community that do not attend religious ser-
vices.

Recently the twenty-fifth mnew Protestant
church erected within the last ten years in Ber-
lin was dedicated, and it has been determined
for the present not to undertake the erection of
more.

A Toronto Presbyterian Christian Endeavorer
recently set out for the foreign field, and beis
to be followed by four other members of the
Society, three of whom he led to consecrate
themselves to foreign missions.

In North Africa, the British and Foreign Bible
Society have distributed or sold about 15000 por-
tions of Scripture in 19 languages during the
past year, and in Egypt, Arabia, and Palestine,
24,000 portions in 42 different languages.

A despateh from Mexico, of 7 Nov. says that a
new lottery has been adopted by some of tho
churches there. Tickets are ten cents each and
the prizes are masses, for the benetit of any soul
in purgatory that the winner may choose.

There are 86,000 tramps in the United States.
The number has nearly donbled since the last
three years. It is stated that they cost
the States seventeen millions of dollars yearly
in their support, damage, robbery crimes. etc;
besides what they fail to earn,

The worshipers of the devil have now four
temples in Paris, and their tenets and practices
are attracting considerable attention, He ig
worshipped with blasphemous rites, and his de-
votees declare that he appears in visible form bes
fore them on certain occasions.—Ex.

It scems that the London Missionary Socicty,
like so many other good things, owes its origin
to a Scotchman, Rev. David Bogue, a, Preshy-
terian Minister at Gosport, England, who in
1745, led tne movement which resulted in its fore
mation, and who is called it’s * Father.”

The “John Williams,” the mission ship 1n the
South Scas, of the London Missionary Society,
was recently sold to a trading fivm for $3000.
She is indeed a ““ vessel with a history.” Durin
the 26 years that she has been in mission worl
she must have sailed 500,000 miles.

FThe Church Missionary Society is in the nine-
ty-seventh year of its history. On it’s list are15¢
Missionaries who are su{;ported either by their
own private means or by their families and
friends. The income for the Society last year
for the work of Missions was $1,360,000,

There are now in_Japan twenty-nine Protes
tant missionary socictics, with 226 male and 21
unmarried female missionaries. They occupy
134 stations. and 730 out-stations. Theorganized
churches number 364, with a membership of
nearly 40.000. The native Japanese ministers
number 794.

George Muller, of Bristol, England, the founder
of the great orphanage there, says that during
the 63 years of his work there (1830-95), he has
received $6,925,000, nearly seven millions of
dollars ; that he has given schooling to 123,000
poor orphans. He says that the one great need
of the Church is more faich.

In Eecuador, Bolivia, and Peru, Protestants
are not given the privileges granted to other
subjects. ~ These governmentsallow only Romish
priests the privilege of uniting people in mar-
ringe, and these priests use their power by re-
fusing to marry Protestants unless they renounce
their faith and become Roman Catholics.

15 French priests have recently left the Roman
Catholic Church, and one of them preached
from his own pulpit before leaving on,
“Why I leave, and why you should lcave
the Church of Rome.” If ¥France had now, with
her present religious liberty, the Huguenots
whom she killed and exiled in former days! 1f?
It is, however, a cause for thankfulness that lib-
erty has come, and withit betterdays are instore.
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There is no other work in the world ef which
80 many copies are printed as the Chinese Al-
manac. _Itis printed at Pekin, and is a monoply
of the Emperor. It not only predicts the
weather, butnotes the days that are reckoned
lucky and unlucky for commencing any under-
taking, for applying remedies to diseases, for
marrying, and for burying.—Chris. Leader.

The American Board of Commissioners for
Foreign Missions is in its eighty-second year.
It has 20 Missions in 10 different countries, 461
Mission Churches, 44,413 communicants 572
Foreign Missionaries, men_ and_ women, 3017
native laborers; and 16 theological seminaries in
the Foreign Field, with 205 students. The ad-
dition to the memberships last year were 3,266,
The total receipts for the year were $716,837, and
the debt at the end of last year $115,000. It has
sent to the Foreign Field atotal of 2,125 mission-
aries.

From St. Petersburg a Berlin correspondent
learns that & number of influential persons in
that city, some of them members of the Russian
aristocracy, will prepare a petition for presenta-
tion to the Czar on the occasion of his approach-
ing coronation, sctting forth the grevious condi-
tion of the Baptists and Stundists in gaol and in
exile, praying for their pardon, and for some
extension of religious liberty to the Protestant
peasantry of the south and southwest who have
already sundered their connection with the
Greek Orthodox Church.

Recent incidents in conncetion with Bible
work in Peru ave full of interest. In one of the
towns not long since_a consignment of Bibles
was publicly burned. In another town after the
colporteur and priest had hekd a public confer-
ence, the audience said : *“ Let us have the Bible
by the thousand; let us have liberty of worship,
liberty of the press, liberty for the people.” In
still another town, Callao, a lot of Bibles that
had been seized and held for a long time, was
liberated by the authorities in May last, and since
that time three consignments of Bibles have
been admitted without {rouble.

One of the world’s wonders in the triumphs of
Modern Missions is that of the Church Mission-
ary Society in Uganda, Africa. Wher Stanley
visited there 18 years ago, there were no Mis-
sionarics. e sent homeword of the open ficld.
Laborers went out; persecution followed. The
names of the devoted Harrington and Mackay,
and of the cruel Mtesa, figure in the story. But
now there are besides the forcign Missionaries,
130 native Evangelists, snpg)ortcd by the native
church, and laboring at 85 different stations.
There are 200 buildings for public worship and
teaching, and in these there gathered on Sab-
bath 20,000 worshippers. More than 800 adult
converts were baptized during the past ycar.

In Italy, where, not many years ago, heresy
meant imprisonment or death, religious liberty
is as much, if not more, a fact, than in some
parts of Canada. One can change hisopinions
without let or hindrance. A very notable case,
notable both on account of the place and the
person, is that of Felippode Lorenzo, Professor
and Doctor of Theology in Rome, who had
taught in several colleges, among them that of
the Propaganda, and who has joined the Free
Church. In his letter giving reasons_ for the
step, he states that for years his heart has heen
filled with unrest, and that he has found peace
in the Evangelical Church, *whose faith is based
solely on the Word of God, and which lives in
accordance with His Word.”

FACTS ABOUT INDIA.

India has ouly one Protestant missionary to
every quarter million of its people.

India has over 21,000,000 widows, and thou-
sands of these are under nine years of age.

India contains 120,000,000 women, and no more
than 111,000 of these can read or write,

Twenty thousand of the swarming myriads of
India die every day.

Many cities in India, with as many as 5,000 in-
habitants, have never seen a Christian is-
sionary.

India contains about one-fifth of the human
race, or more people than Africa and South
America together.

Some of the native rulers of Indiaare enor-
mously wealthy, but millions of the common
people are in a state of absolute starvation.

In all things a ITindoo wife must follow the
example of her husband.  She must not eat any-
thing he himself dislikes, and when he fasts, she
also must refrain from eating.

Half a million is an exceedingly liberal esti-
mate for the numher of native Christians in
India, and thisis only one five-hundredih _part of
the population. 'What a work yet to be done!

In India it is considered a disgrace to have in
the farmiy grown-up girls that are neither wives
nor widows, Practically every Hindoo girl is
o;xf or the other before she is fourteen years
old.

Only one out of every 42 of the men of India,
and only one of every 853 of the Hindoo women,
can read and_write.  About sixteen per cent of
the boys and one per cent of the girls are in
school.

The Hindoos religion leads him to prefer,
above all things, to die with his feetin the sacred
water of the Ganges. The next best thing is to
die with his band grasping the tail of aliving
cow,

The Hindoo is very religious, and his religion
aflects, as to exteriors, most of the acts of his
life, even to the cleaning of his teeth. He must
use 2 twig of a certain kind, of a certain length,
in a certain way.

Hindoo women constitute the main source of
the strength of the national religion. It is said
that more than two-thirds of the devotees at
Hindoo shrines are feminine, and these women
it is peculiarly difficult to reach,

Tt is the estimate of & thoroughly informed
writer that even after all the efforts of Chris-
tian, to abolish the horrible custom of killing
feraale infants, fully one-third of the native girl
babies of India are secresly murdered at the pre-
sent time,

The ot of & Hindoo widow, often a mere girl,
is still sickening in its cruelty, in spite of all the
efforts of Englishmen and missionaries. Forone
thing, she has no more than a single menla day,
and that very scanty, and often she is compelled
to fast entirely.—~Golden Rule.
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Christinn Life and SPork,

A STORY GF FRONTIER LIFE.

A business man from Baltimore was travelling
afew years since in the far West, Overtaken
by the darkness, he sought shelter in a loncly
cabin out in mid-prairie, To his dismay he found
on entering, several stalwart men, almost savage
in their appearance. He had on his person a
large sum of money. He tried to seem at ease,
but with very limited success. He was in great
trepidation. Plaus for escape, and for defense.
were chasing each other through his brain.
Little was suid.

At length the old man who was the hea of
the house arose and reached up to the high man-
tel and took down a well used Bible, and said
that they were in the habit of having family
worship before going to bed. He read the Word
of God reverently, amidst profoundest silence
and attention, Then all these sunburnt,
weather-beaten men kneecled down and the
father oftered the devout evening prayer.

Our friend dismissed his fears and laid himself
down and slept with a_more complete sense of
security than he would have had in his own
bouse in Fayette street, surrounded by the police
force of the great city. *“He that hath ears let
him hear.” Let no man begrudge the oppor-
tunity to give his money to spread the Gospel.
Nay, let him rejoice that he may give. And
what he gives will return in blessings on his
hiead. Every man converted from the life of sin
becomes & positive factor in the general prosper-
ity and progress of the commaunity.

Let not men of means feel that they are per-
formingzagratuitous charity when theyare giving
their money to strengthen and extend the work
of Home Missions. They are making a most
wise and profitable investinent. Itisthesecurest
imsurance policy wwhich they can sign. One
faithful preacher of the Gospel is of more worth
than scores of policemen in protecting your prop-
erty and yourlife. Make men good, make them
ious, and you have nothing to fear from them.

vob only will they do you no harm, they will do

rou good. They will scek your prosperity.
¢Thou shalt love thy neichbor as thyself.” The
golden rule is their rule.
-Presbyterian Journal.

A SERIOUS LOSS.

The old habit of memorizing large portions of
the Holy Scriptures is passing away. The loss
can never be estimated. Psalins and whole
chapters in the Old and New Testament have,
by dili -ent work, bec e the possession of
many, and there is no eflort in recalling them.

A beloved friend, whose name is familiar to
thereaders of the New York Qbserver, told us
recently that he had conducted family worship
for a long time while convalescent: without the
use of a copy of the Bible, as siclkness had de-
prived him _of the privilege of reading. IHe felt
that he could continue much longer, as there was
no sign of exhaustion in the mental supply.

A devout friend in the army, on the eve of a
battle, had no time_ to read from his precious
Bible, but refreshed himseclf by repeating the
ninety-first psalm, as he completed preparations
and marched to the front. Preachers whose
words are accurately Biblical have a decided ad-
vantage with those hearers who love the sound
as well as the truth of Scripture phrases,—New
York Observer,

-

HOW TO BE BEAUTIFUL,

Three things enter into beauiy—fine features,
color, and expression. The features, the forms
of hrow, nose and chin, bequests coming often
fron far ancestors; our colors, too, are in
the main beguests, depending on the quality
of tissue and of blood, the more immediate
parentsgive it; but expression is very largely
our own aflair,

And, even with good features and clearest
colors, expression is the best part of beauty.
The play of thought and will and feeling on the
face—of noble tTlough[s, firmness, self control,
and pure, unseltish, gentle feelings—we can
secure it if we will, Ten years of habit, three
years, or only one, will affect expression much.

Some one said that ‘‘ every face ought to be
beautiful at forty,” and another that “noc old
persoa has a right to ugly, because he has had
all hislife in which to grow beautiful.” That is
to say, life's opportunities of nobleness, or even
forty l);em's of opportunity, if well used, are
enough to make so much within that it cannot
help coming through the surfuce in graceful
habits of nerves and muscles. The transtigure-
ation of a pleasant sinile, hindly lightings of eyes,
restful lines of sclf control about the lips, pure
shinings of the face as great thoughts kindle in-
wardly—these things no parent makes inevitably
ours, and no fitful w eck or twoor guodness gives
them, and no schooling of the visage either, but
only habitual nobleness and graciousness withing
and this will give them all. ‘

Splendor from within! It is the only thing
which makes the real and lasting splendor with-
out! Trustthat inevitable law of self expression.
Be, not seem ! Be 10 secem. Be beauntiful, and
you will by and by seem so. Carvetheface from
within not dress it from without. Within lies
the robing-room, the sculptor’s workshop. For
whosoever would be fairer, illumination must
begin in the soul—the face catclies the glow only
from that side, It is the spirit’s beanty that
makes the best face, even for the evening's com-
pany; and spirit beauty is the only beauty that
outlasts the worls and wear and pain of life.—

Bombay Guardign.

The Christian churches of the 1and owe more
of their real prosperity to what has scemed to be
dark providences than they do to what appeared
to them to be bright and most enjoyabie ones.
And the strongest, ablest, most useful Christians
are they who have passed through black tem-
pests and severely trying times. Trials toughen
the spiritual fibre, solidify faith and strengthen
character.—Ea,

The essentials for choir :eaders are: 1. That
they be full of faith and the Holy Ghost; 2. that
they havesuch knowledge of the sentiment of
the Psalm and of the music that they can render
the song with the proper expression; 8. that
they possess ;:lood common_sense, and l’{eep oub
of the choir all ““serapping.”—Prof. Wylis.

The happiest man in the world is the man who
lives nearest to God. The richest man in the
world is the man who is an heir of God. The
most desirable partnership in the world is to be
a joint heir with Chriss,

“He knows how to shake hands” is a point
made by an observant layman in favour of a
minister just called to the pulpit of the church
which he attends.

The silent pressure of thehand is often of more
vital blencﬁt than a whole volume of good
counsel.
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BLESSED BE DRUDGERY.

@F every two men probably one man thinks
he is a drudge, and every second woman
at times is sure she is. Lither we are not
doing the thing we would like to do in life; or,
in what we do and like, we find so much to dis-
like, that the rut tires, even when the road runs
on the whole a pleasant way. I am going to
speak of the Cuwlture that comes through this
very Drudgery.
¢ Culture through my drudgery!” some one is
now thinking: *This tread-mill has worn me
out, this grind I hate, this plod, that, as long ago
as I remember it, seemed tiresome,—to this have
I owed ‘culture’? Keeping house or keeping
accounts, tending babies, teaching primary
school, weighing sugar and salt at a_counter,
those blue overalls in the machine shop, this
daily toil on the farm—have these anything to
do with ‘culture’? Culturc takes leisure, ele-
ance, wide margins of time, a pocketbook :
rudgery means limitations, coarseness, crowded
hours, chronic worry, old clothes, black hands,
head-aches. Culture implies college : life allows
2 daily paper, monthly magazine, the circulating
library, and two gift-books at Christmas.

OQurreal and our ideal are not twins - never
were! Iwant the books,—but the clothes-bas-
ket wants me. The two children are good,—and
s0 would be two hours a day without the chil-
dren. I crave an out-door life,—and walk down
town of mornings to perch on a high stool till
supper time. Ilove Nature, and fizureg are my
fate. My taste is books, and I farmit. My taste
is art, and 1 correct exercises. My taste is
science, and I measure tape. Iam young and
like stir: the bnsiness jogs on like a stage-coach.
Orlam nof young, I am getting grey over my
ears, and like to sit down and be still: but the
drive of the business keeps both tired arms
stretched out full length.

I hate this overbidding and this underselling,
this spry, unceasing, competition, and would
willingly give up a quarter of my profits to have
two hours of my davlight to myself—at least I
would, if, working just as I do, I did not barely
get the children bread and clothes, I did not
choose my calling, but was dropped into it—by
my innocent conceit—or by duty to the family—
or by a parent's foolish pride—or by our hasty
marriage ; or a mere accident wedged me into it.
‘Would I could have my life over again! Then,
whatever 1 should be, at least I would not be
what I am to-day !”

In the above have I spoken truly for any one?
I know I have. Goes not the grumble thus
within the silent breast of many a person, whose
pluck never lets it escape to words like these
save now and then of a tired evening to husban
or'to wife?

There is often truth and justice in the grum-
ble. Truth and justice, both. Still, when the

uestion rises_through the grumble, Can it be
that this drudgery, not to be escaped, gives
* culture”? the true answer is,—Yes, and cal-
ture of the prime elements of life ; of the very
fundamentals of all fine manhood and fine
womanhood.

Our prime elements are due to our drudgery,
—I mean that literally ; the fundamentals, that
underlie all fineness, and without which no other
culture worth the winning is even possible.
These, for instance :—Power of attention ; power
of industry; promptitude in_ beginning work;
method and "accuracy and despatch in doing
work ; perseverance ; courage before difficulties;
cheer under straining burdens ; self-control and

self-denial and temperance. These are the prime
qualities; these the fundamentals.,

We have heard these names before! When
we were small, Mother had a way of harping on
them, and Father joined in emphatically, ‘and
the minister used to refer to them in c?lurch.
And this was what our tirst employer meant,—
ouly his way of putting the matter was, “ Look
sharp, my boy I"—*“Be on time. John I"—* Stick
to itV

Yes, that is just what they all meant : these
are the very qualities which tlie mothers tried to
tuck into us when they tucked us into bed, the
very qualities which the ministers pack into
their exhortations, and which the nations pack
into their proverbs. And that goes to show that
they are the fundamentals. Reading, writing,
and arithmetic, are very handy, but these funda-
mentals of a man are handier to have; worth
more ; worth more than Latin and Greek and
French and German and music and art-history
and wax flowers and travels in Iurope, added
together. These last are the decorations of a
man or woman : even reading and writing are
but conveniences: those other things are the
Indispensables. They make one’s sit-fast
strength, and one’s active momentum, whatso-
ever and wheresoever the lot in life be,—be it
wealth or poverty, city or country, hibrary or
workshop. Those qualities make the solid sub-
stance of one’s self.

And the question I would ask of myself and

ouis: Howdo you get them? Ilow do they

ecome ours? High school and college can give
much, but these are never on their programmes.
All the book processes that we go to the schools
for, and commonly call *“our education,” give
no more than opportenity to win these—Indis-
pensables—of education.

How, then, do we get them? We get them
somewhat as the fields and valleys get their
grace. Whence is it that the lines of river and
meadow and hill and lake and shore conspire
to-day to make the landscape beautiful? Only by
long chiselings and stcadé pressures. Only by
ages of glacier-crush and grind, by scour of
floods, by centuries of storm and sun. These
rounded the hills, and scooped the valley-curves,
and mellowed the soil for meadow-grace. There
was little grace in_the operation, had we been
there to watch, It was “drudgery” all o' er
the land. Mother Nature was down on her
knees doing her early sernbbing-work ! That
was yesterday : to-day, vesult of scrubbing-work,
we have the laughing landscape.

Now what is true of the earth is true of each
man and woman on the earth, Father and
mother and the ancestors hefore them have done
much to bequeath those mental qualities to us;
but that which scrubs them into us, the clinch
which makes them actually ours, and keeps
them ours, and adds to them as the years go by,
—that depends on our own plod, our plod in the
rut, our drill of habit; in one word, deperds
upon our “drudgery.”

It is because we have to go, and go, morning
after morning, through rain, through shine,
through tooth-ache, head-ache, heart-ache, to
the appointed spot, and do the appointed work ;
because, and only’becausc, we have to stick to
that work through the eight or ten hours, long
after rest would be so sweet ; because the school-
boy's lesson must be learnt at nine o'clock and
learnt without a slip; because the accounts on
the ledger must square to a cent; because the
goods must tally exactly with the invaice;
because good temper must be kept with children,
customers, neighbors, not seven, but seventy
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.
times seven ; because the besetting sin must be
watched to-day, to-morrow, and the next day;
in short, without much matt- v what our work
be, whether this or that, it is ecause, and only
because, of the rut, lplod, gritdd, hum drum, in
the work, that we at last get those self-founda-
tions laid of which I spoke,—attention, prompt-
ness, accuracy, firmness, patience, self-denial,
and the rest.

When I think over that list and seriously ask
myself three questions, I have to answer each
with No: Are there any qualities in the list
which I can afford to spare, to go without, as
mere show qualities? Not one. Can I get these
self foundations laid, save by the weight, year
in, year out, of the steady drills and pressures?
No, not one.

Then beyond all books, beyond all class-work
at the school, beyond all special opportunities of
what Icall my “education,” it is this drill and
pressure of my daily task that is my great
school-master. My daily task, whatever it be,
that is what mainly educatesme. All other cul-
ture is mere luxur?r compared with what that
gives. That gzives the Indispensables. Yet, fool
that I am, this pressure of my daily ta-k is the
very thing that I so growl at as my *‘drudgery !”

We can add right here this fact, and practically
it is a very important fact to girls and boys as
ambitious as they ought to be,- the higher our
ideals, the morewe need those foundation habits
strong., The street-cleaner can better afford to
drink and laze than he who would make good
shoes; and to make good shoes takes less force
of character and brain than to make cures in the
sick-room, or laws in the legislature, or children
in the nursery. The man who makes the head
of & pin or the split of a pen all day long, and the
man who must put fresh thought into his work
at every stroke,—which of the two more needs
the self-control, the method, the accuracy, the
power of attention and concentration?

Do you sigh for books and leisure and wealth?
It takes more “concentration” to use books—
head-tools—well, than to use hand-tools. It
talkes more “self-control ” to use leisure well,
than work days. It takes more knowledge,
more integrity, more justice, to handle riches
well, than to bear the healthy pinch of the just-
enough.

Do you think that the great and famous escape
drudgery ? The native power and temperament,
the outfit and capital at birth, counts for much,
but it convicts us common minds of huge mis-
takes to hear the uniform testimony of the more
successful geniuses about theirgenius, ¢ Genius
is patience,” said who? Sir Isaac Newton.
¢“The Prime Minister's secret is patience,” said
who? Mr, Pitt, the great Prime Minister of
England. Who, think you, wrote, “ My imagina-
tion would never have served me as it has, but
for the habit of common-place, humble, patient,
daily, toiling, drudging attention™ It was
Charles Dickens. Whosaid, “The secret of a
Wall-street million is common honesty”? Van-
derbilt. And he added as the recipe for a million
(I know somebody would like to learn), ‘““Never
use what is not your own, never buy what you
cannot pay for, never sell what you haven’t got.”

How simiple great men’s rules are! Iow easy
it is to be a great man! Order, diligence,
patience, honesty,—just what you and I must
use in order to put our dollar in the savings
bank, to do our school-boy sum, to keep the
farm thrifty, and the house clean, and the babies
neat. Order, diligence, patience, honesty !

There is wide difference between men, but
truly it lies less in some svecial gift or oppor-

tunity granted to one and withheld from another,
than inthe differing degree in which these come-
mon eclements of human power are owned and
used. Not how much talent have I, but how
much will to use_the talent that I have, is the
main question. _Not how much do I know, but
how much do I do with what Iknow? To do
their great work the great ones need more of the
very same habits which the little ones need to
do their smaller work. Gocthe, Spencer, Agas-
siz, share, not achievements, but conditions of
achievement, with you and me. And thuse con-
ditions for them, as for us, are largely the plod,
the drill, the long discipline of toil, "If we ask
such men their secret, they will uniformly tell
us 8o,

Since we lay the firm substrata of ourselves in
this way, and only in this way; and since
the higher we aim, the more, and not the less
we need these firm substrata,—since this is so,
I think we ought to make up our minds and our
mouths to sin% a hallelujah unto Drudgery :
Blessed be Drudgery—the one thing that we can
not spare!

II.—But there is something else to be said.
Among the people who are drudges, there are
some who have given up their dreams of what,
when younger, they used to talk or think about
as their “ideals™; and have grown at last, if not
content, resigned to do the actual work before
them. _Yes, heve it is,—before us, and behind
us, and on all sides of us; we cannot change it;
we have accepted it. Still, we have not given
up one dream,—the dream of success in this
work to which we are so clamped.

If we can not win the well-beloved work, then
success with the ill-beloved, thisatleast isleft
to hope for. Success may make ¢ well beloved,
too, - who knows? Well, the secret of this Sue-
cess still lies in the same old word, “Drudgery.”
For drudgery is the doing of one thing, one
thing, one thing, long after it cecases to be amus-
ing; and it is this *‘one thing I do” that gathers
me together from my chaos, that concentrates
me from possibilities to powers, and turns
powers into achievement.

‘“One thing I do,” said Paul, and, apart from
what his onething was, in that phrase he gave
the watchword of salvation. T]lat, whole Jong
string of habits,—attention, method, patience,
self-control, and the others,—can be rolled up
and balled, as it were, in the word “concentra-
tion.” We will halt a moment at the word :—

“ I give you the end of a golden string:
Only wind itinto a ball,—
Tt will lead yon in at Heaven’s gate
Built in Jerusalem’s wall.

Men may be divided into two classes,—those
who have a “one thing,” and those who have
no “one thing™ to doj; those with aim, and
those without aim, in their lives : and practically
it turns out that almost all of the success, and
therefore the greater part of the happiness, go to
the first class.

The aim in life is what the back-bone is .n the
body : without it we are invertebrate, belong to
some lower order of being not yet man. No
wonder that the great question therefore with a
young man is, What am I to be? and that the
future looks rather gloomy until the life-path
opens.

The ot of many a girl, especially of many a
girl with a rich father, is a tgagedyyof aimlgss
ness. Social standards, and her lack of true
ideals and of real education, have condemned
her to be frittered : from twelve years old she is
i'v: cripp%e to be pitied, and by thirty she comes to
tnow it.
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With the brothers the blame is more toeir
own. The boys we used to play our school-games
with have found their places; they are winning
homes and influence and money, their natures
are growing strong and shupely, and their days
are tilling with the happy sense of accomplish-
ment,—while we do not yet know what we are.
We have no meaning on the earth, Lose us, and
the earth has lost nothiny; no niche is empty,
na force has ceased to play, for we have got no
aim, and therefore, we are still -nobody. Get
your wmeaning, first of alll Ask the question
until it is answered past guestion, What am 1¢
What do [ scand for? What name Jo I bear in
the register of forces ?

In our national cemeteries there are rows on
rows uf unknown bodies of our soldiers,—men
who did a work and put a meaning to their
lives; for the mother and the townsmen say:
* He died in the war.” But the men and women
whose lives are aimless, reverse their fate. Qur
bodies are known, and answer in this world to
such or such & name,—but as to their inuer
selves, with resl and awful meaning our walking
bodies might be labelled, “An unknown man
sleeps here I”

Now, since it is concentration that prevents
this tragedy of failure, and since this concentra-
tion always involves Drudgery, long, hard,
abundant, we have to own azain, I think, that
that is even more than what I called it first,—
our chief school-master; besides that, Drudgery
is the gray Angel of Success. The main secret
of any success we may hope to rejoice in, is in
that angel’s keeping.

Look at the leaders in the professions, the
¢golid” men in business, the master-workmen
who begin as {l)oor boys and end by building a
town in which to house their factory hands;
they are drudges of the single aim. The man of
science, and to-day more than ever, if he would
add to the world's knowledge or even get a repu-
tation, must be, in some one branch at least. a
plodding specialist. The great inventors, Palissy
at his pots, Goodyear at his rubber, Elias Howe
at his sewing machine, tell the secret,—‘One
thing I do.”

The reformer’s secref is the same. A one-eyed,
grim-jawed folk the reformers are apt to be:
one-eyed, grim-jawed, seeing but the one thing,
never letting go: they have to be, to start a tor-
pid nation. All these men, as doers of the single
thing, drudge their way to their success. Even
&% wmust we, would we win ours. The foot-loose
man is not the enviable man. A wise man will
be his own necessity and bind himself to a task,
if by early wealth or foolish parents or other
lowering circumstances he has lost the help of
an outward necessity.

Dale Owen, in his autobiography, told the
story of a foot-loose man, ruined by his happy
circumstances. It was his father’s friend, one
born to princely fortune, educated with the best,
married happily, with_ children growing up
around him. All that health and wealth and
leisure and taste could give were his. Robert
Owen, an incessant worker, once went to spend
8 rare rest-moment with him at his country
seat, one of the great English parks, :

To the tired man, who had earned the peace,
the quiet days seemed perfect, and at last he
said to his host, “I have been thinking that, if I
ever met & man who had nothing to desire, you
must be he: are you not completely happy?”’
The answer came : *‘ Happy ! h, Mr. Owen, I
committed one fatal error in my youth, and
dearly have I paid forit! Isi in life with-

out an object, almost without an ambition. I
said to myself, ‘I have all that I sce others con-
tending for; why should I struggle? I knew not
the curse that lights on those who have never
to struggle for anything. I ought to have cre-
ated for myself some detlnite pursuit, no matter
what, so that there would be something to labor
for and to overcome, Then I might have been
happ_\'." .

Said Owen to him, “Come and spend a month
with me at Braxtield., You have a larger share
in the mills than any of us partners., Come and
see for yourself what has been done for the work-
people there and for their children ; and give me
youraid.” ‘It ig too late,” was the reply; ‘‘the
power is gone. Huabits are become chains, You
can work and do good ; but for me,—in all the
profitless years gone by, I seek vainly for some-
thing to remember with pride, or even to dwell
on with satisfaction. I have thrown away a
{ife."-And he had only one life in tlus world to

ose.

Again then, I say. let us sing a hallelujah and
make a fresh beatitude: Blessed be Drwdgery !
1t is the one thing we cannot spare.

This is a hard gospel, is it not?

I11I.—But now there is a pleasanter word to
briefly say. To lay the firm foundations in our-
selves, or even to win success in life, we must be
drudges. But we can be artists, also, in our
daily task. And at that word things brighten.

¢ Artists,” I sa.i-',—not artisans. ‘“The ditter-
ence?” This: the artist is he who stiives to
perfect his work,—the artisan strives to get
through it. The artist would fain finish, too;
but with him it is to *“ finish the work God has
given me to do!” It is not how great a thing
we do, but how well we do the thing we have
to, that puts us in the noble brotherhood of
artists. My Real is not my Ideal, - is that my
complaint? One thing at least is in my power:
if I cannot realize my Ideal, I can at least
tdealize my Real. How? By trying to be per-
fect init. If Lam buta raindrop, in a shower, I
will be at least a ?er‘ect drop ; if but a leaf in a
whole June, I will? . at least a perfect leaf. This

oor ‘‘ one thing I d.,”"—instead of repining at its
owness or hardness, I will make it glorious by
my supreme loyalty to its demand.

An artist himself shall speak. It was Michael
Angelo who said : “ Nothing makes the soul so
pure, so religious, as the endeavor to create
something perfect: for God is perfection, and
whoever strives for it strives for something that
is God-like. True painting is only an image of

God’s perfection,—a shadow of the pencil with
which he paints, o melody, a striving after har-
mony.”

The great masters in musie, the great masters
in all that we can call artistry, would echo Michael
Angelo in this; he speaks the artist-essence out.
But what holds good upon their grand scale and
with those whose names are  known, holds
equally good of all pursuits and all lives. That
true painting is an image of God’s perfection
must be true, if he says so; but no more true of
painting than of shoe-making, of Michael An-
gelo than of John Pounds the cobbler.

I asked a cobbler once how long it took to be-
come a good shoe-maker ; he answered promptly,
“Six years.—and then you must travel.” That
cobbler had the artist-soul. Itold a friend the
story and he asked his cobbler the same ques-
tion: How long does it take to become a good
shoe-maker? “All your life, sir.” That was
still better,—a Michael Angelo of shoes !

Mr, Maydole, thc hammer-maker of central
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Nev York, was an artist: ¢ Yes,” said he to
Lis. Partom, “I have made hammers here for
twoaty-eight years.” ‘“Well, then, you ought to
be . ule to make a pretty %ood hammer by t.is
time” “No, sir,” was the answer, “I never
made a pretty good hammer. I make the best
hammer made in the United States.”

Daniel Morell, once president of the Cambria
rail-works in Pittshurg, which employed seven
thousandmen, was an artist, and trained artists.
“What is the sceret of such a development of
business as this?" asked the visitor. *‘We have
no secret,” was the answer; ‘‘ we always try to
beat our last butch of rails. That's all the seeret
we have, and we don't care who knows it.”

The Paris book-binder was an artist, who,
when the rare volumne of Corneille, discovered in
a bouk stall, was brought to him, and he was
asked how long it would take him to bind it,
answered, ‘ Uh, sir, you must give me a year at
least ; tnis needs all my care.” Our Ben Frank-
lin showed the ar.ist when he began his cwn
epitaph, “Benjamin Franklin, printer.” And
Professor Agassiz, when he told the interviewer
that he had ‘““no time to make money;” and
when he began his will, “1, Louis Agassiz,
teacher.”

In one of Murillo’s pictures in the Louvre, he
shows us the interior of a convent kitchen; but
doing the work there are, not niortals in old
dresses, but beautiful white-winged anzels. One
serencly puts the kettle on the tire tocijoil, and
one is lifting up a pail of water with heavenly
grace, and one ts at the kitchen-dresser, reaching
up for plates; and I believe there is a little
cherub running about and getting in the way,
trying to help.” What the old monkish legen(f
that it represented is, I do not know. But as
the painter J)uts it to you on his canvas, all are
s0 busy, and working with such a will, and so
refining the work as they do it, that somehow
you forget vhat pans are pans and pots pots, and
onliy think of the angels, and how very natural
aud beautiful kitchen-work is,—just what the
angels would do, of course.

It is the angel-aim and standard in an act that
consecrates it. He who aims for perfectness in
a trifle is trying to do that trifle holily. The
trier wears the halo, and therefore the halo
grows as quickly round the brows of peasant as
of king. This aspiratic.r to do perfectly,—is it
not religion practicalized? If we use the name
of God, is this not God’s presence becoming actor
in us? No nced, then, of being “great” to
share that aspiration and that presence. The
sm illest roadside pool has its water from heaven
and its gleam from the sun, and can hold the
stars in its bosom, as well as the great ocean.
Even so0, the humblest man or woman can live
splendidly! That is the royal truth that. we
need to believe, you and I, who have no “mis-
sion,” and no great sphere to move in.  The uni-
verse is not quite complete without my work
well done.

Have you ever read George Eliot’s poem called
“Stradivarius 2’ Stradivarius was the famous
old violin-maker, whose violins, nearly two cen-
turies old, are almost worth their weight in gold
to-day. Says Stradivarius in the poem,—

. “‘If my hand slacked,
I should rob God,—vince he is fullest goad,—
Leaving a blank instead of violins. .
He could not make Antornio Stradivari’s violins
Without Autonio.”

That is just as true of us as of our greatest
brothers.” What, stand with siackened hands
and fallen heart before the littleness of your ser-

vice! Too little, is it, to be perfectinit? Would
you, then, if you were Master, risk a greater
treasure in the hands of such a man? Oh, there
is no man, no woman, so small that they cannot
make their life great by high endeavor ; no sick
crippled child on its bed that cannot fill a niche
of service that way in the world. This is the
beginning of all Gospels,—that the kingdom of
heaven is'at hand just where we are. It is just
as near us as our work is, for the gate of heaven
for each soul lies in the endeavor to do that work
perfectly.

But to bend this talk back to the word with
which we started : will this striving for perfec-
tion in the little thing give * culture?” Ilave
ou ever watched such striving in operation?
lave you never met humble men and women
who read little, who knew little, yet who had a
certain fascination as of fineness lurking about
them? Know them, and you are likely to find
them persons who have put so much thoughtand
honesty and conscientious trying into their com-
mon work,—it may be sweeping rooms, or plan-
ing boards, or painting walls,—have put their
ideal so long, so constantly, so lovingly into that
common work of theirs, that finally these quali-
ties have come to permeate not their work only,
but so much of their being, that they are fine-
fibred within even if on the outside the rough
bark clings. Without being schooled, they are
apt to instinctively detect a sham,—one test of
culture. Without haunting the drawing-rooms,
they are likely to have manners of quaint grace
and graciousness,—another test of culture.
Without the singing lessons their tones are apt
to be gentle,—another test of cultvre. With-
out knowing anything about Art, so-called,
they know and love the bestin one thing,—are
artists in their own little specialty of work.
They make good company, these men and
women,—why% Because, not having been able
to realize their Ideal, they have idealized their
Real, and thus in the depths of their nature have
won true “culture.”

You know all Beatitude , are based on some-
thing hard te do or to be. ‘“Blessed are the
meek”: is it easy to be meek? ‘‘Blessed are the
pure in heart :” is that so very easy?  Blessed
are they who hunger and thirst—who starve—
after rizhteousness.” So this new beatitude by
its hardness only falls into line with all the rest.
A third time and heartily I say it,—*Blessed be
Drudgery!” For thrice it blesses us 3 it givesus
the fundamental qualities of manhood and
womanhood j it gives us success in the thing we
have to do; and it makes us, if we choose,
artists,—artists_within, whatever our outward
work may be, Blessed be Drudgery,—the secret
of all Culture!— Wm. C. Gannctt in Tracts.

THE BEAUTY OF THE BIBLE.

The true lover of literature cannot afford to
dispense with Bible reading. JYe Scriptures
possess superior literary attractions. They con-
tain the finest poetry ever produced by human
brain or human heart, ore beautiful meta-
phors cannot be found in either ancient or
modern lore, Delineations of character appear
which cannot be equalled in other produciions.
The sublimest truths are recorded in the most
masterly style. Variety of thought, feeling and
incident abounds which cannot be equalled else-
where, No other composition is so rich, so pure,
so grand, sonoble, so elevating and so helpful.
To gather the full benefit of its choice treasures
the Word of God should be read regularly, in-
telligently and devoutly.
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THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT.
9th Feb.

Gol. Text, Lu. 6:46
Catechism, Q. 45, 46.
IIoME Reapixnes.
M. Luke 6:12-37 Choosing Apostles, Healing, Preacking.
7. Luke 6: 38-49..The Sermon Continuved.
W, Matt.5: 1-26. .. Mattheiw's Report of the Sernon
ThMatt.5: 27-48. Matthew's f2cport Continued
FoMatt. 6: 1-18. .. Matthew’s Keport Continued.
S Mautt. 6: 19-34. . Matthew’s i port Coninued
S, Matt. 72129, . Matthew’s Leport Concluded
Time.—AD. 285 summer.
Place.—The Mount of Beatitudes, or the Horns
of Hattin, seven miles south-west of Capernaum.

LessoN OUTLINE.
I. The Mote and the Beam, vs. 41, 42,

II. The Tree and its Fruit, vs. 43-45.

TI1. The Two Foundations, vs. 46-{9,

HINTS AND HELPS IN STUDY.
The healing of the withered hand on the
Sabbath enraged the Pharisces, who began
lotting to destroy Jesus. Luke 6: 6-11. Know-
ing this, he withdrew to the seashore. Matt. 12:
14, 15; Mark3: 6, 7. lle had now been in
Galilee three or four months. Everybody was
talking about him. He was regarded as a won-
derful teacher and healer. Xxcited multitudes
thronged him, bringing their sick and afflicted.
TFive disciples had left all to follow him. Luke
5:11,28. Now, after a night of prayer upon the
mountain, he ordained them, with seven others,
to be apostles; and endued the twelve with ex-
traordinary gifts, to aid him in_teaching and
henling. Meanwhile, a great crowd had gathered
about Jesus, on the mountain. After healingthe
afflicted among them, he delivered the Sermon
on the Mount. Luke gives only portions of this
discourse. See Monday's and Tuesday's Home
Readings. Matthew’sreport is much fuller, as
iven in the Readings for Wednesday to Sunday
inclusive. Neither Mark nor John mention this

Sermon.

Les. Lu. 1 : 4149,
Men. vs, 47-49,

WiAT TRE LESSON TEACHES.

_g.l;\\’e must mot judge uncharitably or unmer-
cifully.

2. We should think of our own faults in
criticising others.

3. lLife, likea tree, is known by its fruits.

4. We show our heart-life by what we do.

S.L We are builders: we should build on the
rock.

THE GREAT HELPER.

16th Feb.
ses. Luxe 72 2-16. Gol. Text, Luke 7: 16
Mem. vs. 14-16. Catechism, Q. 47.

HoME READINGS.
M. Luko7:1-16.cceeacee.The Great Helper. .
7. Mart.8:5-13 .. <A Ma-ter's Faith,
W. Matt. 15: 21-31. <A Mother’s Faith,
The Juke5:22.43.. A Father's Faith,
F. Luke7:17-35.. Tesus Testimany to John,
8. Luke T:36-5...cc000es The Friend of Stuncre.
S. Psalm31:1-19,........Cleansing Sought.

Time.—A.D. 233 summer,

Places.—Vs. 210, Capernaum ; vs, 11-16, Nain,
a town of Galilee, about twenty-five miles south-
west of Capernaum,

Lessox OUTLINE,
I. Thke Helper Besought, vs, 2.8,
II. The Helper's Response, vs. 9,10

111, The Helper's Compassion, vs. 11-16.

HiNts AND HELPS IN STUDY.

As Jesus entered Capernaum, followed by the
crowd, after the Sermon on the Mount, a cen-
turion besought him to heal a valued servant
who was sick. This centurion displayed great
faith, which Jesus publicly commended. Jesus
healed the sick man without even seeing him.
Jesus nuw started upon his secondtour through
Galilee. He went first to Nain, where he raised
to life the widow’s son. Soon after thiscametwo
disciples from John the Baptist (imprisoned at
Maclhierus), as told in Friday's Reading. Some-
time during this circuit Jesus dined at the house
of Simon, a Pharisee, where the incidents given
in Saturday's Reading took place.

WAt THE LESSON TEACHES.

1. When our friends are in trouble we should
go to Jesus.

2. Jesus loves simple faith in those who come
to him.

3. Jesus loves to answer the prayer of faith.

4. Jesus has compassion for the bereft and sor-
rowing.

5. Jesus has power to raise the dead.

FAITII ENCOURAGED.

23rd Feb,
Les, Lu. 8:43-55. Gol. Text, John 8:48,
Mem. vs. 48-30. Catechism, Q. 48,
12 ME READINGS.

M. Luke8:1-15. «+ Paralle of the Sawer.

T, Matt. 13 : 24-5 oo Laralles of the Jh‘ngdom.
W. Luko 8:16-"5 ««The Lempest Stilleds
Th, Luke 8 :26-39, «.The Gudurene Demontac,
Luke8:4n-56.. «Fuith Encouraged,
Matt. 9 : 27-38.. «The Blind Man's Faith,
Acts3:1-16.ceeve.. ... The Lame Mun’s Faith,

Time.— A.D. 285 autumn.
Place.—Capernaum,

LEessox OUTLINE.

I. The Imperfect Faith, vs. 43, 44,
II. The Complete Healing, vs. 4548,
I1I. The Ruler’s Sorrow, v. 49.
1V. The Dead Restored, vs. 50-55.

Hixnts AND HELPS 1IN STUDY.

After the feast at Simon's house (see “Hints
and Helps,” last lesson), Jesus continued preach-
ing through Galilee. ILuke 8: 1-3, Returning to
Capernaum, he healed a blind and dumb de-
moniac. The Pharisees charged that he did this
by the power of Beelzebub. He severely rebuked
them. DMatt, 12: 22.45, Soon after this he de-
livered the Parable of the Sower. Matt. 1331, 2,
etc., and Monday's Reading, Other parablesfol-
lowed. Tuesday's Reading. In the cvening, o
great crowd pressing upon him, he crossed the
sca. Hestilled a sudden and furious tempest on
the way. Wednesday's reading. Landing in the
country of the Gergesences, or Gardarenes, he
healed a demoniac.” Thursday’s Reading. Re-
turning to Capernaum he attended a feast at the
house of Levi (Matthew)., Luke 5: 2339, While
here Jairus came to him with an urgent request.
On the way to Jairus’ house, a woman, twelve
vears an invalid, was healed. Parallel accounts,
Matt. 93 15-26; Marls 53 2143,

WoaT TEE LESSON TEACHES.

1. The touch of faith reaches the heart of Jesus.
2, Jesus knows the touch of faith in anycrowd.
3. Jesus wants to give complete blessings.
4. In the darkest hour we need only to believe.
5. Jesus is Lord of death as wellas of life.
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JESUS THE MESSIAI.

1St March.
Gol. Text, Lu. 9:35
Catechism, Q.49

HoME READINGS.

Les. Lu. 9:18-27.
Mem. vs. 23-26.

M. Luke9:1-9. ..........T%e Apostles Sent Forth,

7. Luke9:10-17. «Fve Thowsand Fed.

W. Luke9:18-27, Jesus the Messiah.

Th. Luke9: 25-36, The Tramfiguration,

F. Luke9:37-50 Zhe Demoniac Boy Healed.,

S. Matt. 16 : 13-28 Confesvion and Cross Bearing.

S. Leuving all for Christ,
Time.—A.D. 29; autumn, toward the close of
the ministry in Galilee. ]
Place.—Region of Ciesarca Philippi, north of
Galilee, at the head-waters of Jordan.

LessoN OGTLINE.

1. Men’s Thoughts of the Messiah, vs. 18-20.
I1. God’s Way for the Messiah, vs. 21, 22,
I11. Followers of the Messiuh, vs. 23, 24,

HiINTs AND HELPS IN STUDY.

Soon after leaving Capernaum on another cir-
cuit, Jesus was again rejected as Nazareti, Dur.
ing this journey also, the twelve were sentforth.
Monday’s Reading. The feeding of the five thou-
sand at Bethsaida (Tuesday's Reading), occurred
several weekslater, about April, A.D. 29. Several
months elapse between vs. 17 and 18 of Luke 9,
the records of which are found in the other

ospels. Jesus had now visited many points,
rom Lyre and Sidon in the north, te Jerusalem
in the south. llis fame had spread all over
Palestine, Excited crowds followed him. Jewish
opposition was increasing, Coming to Ciesarea
Philippi, He asked his disciples who the people
said he was. They replied that some said he was
John the Bagtist (whom Herod had murdered—
see Matt. 14: 2; Luke 9: 7.9); others, Elias
{Elijah); others, an old prophet risen from the
dead. He then asked who they themselves
thought he was. Peter answered, “The Christ
of God” ~the long-expected Messiah. Wednes-
day’s Reading. The events described in Thurs-
day's and Friday’s Readings followed closely.
In Saturday’s Reading study Matthew's version
of to-day’s lesson. Also see Mark 8: 27-9: 1,

‘WaaAT THE LEssoN TEACHES.

1. We should have right beliefs about Jesus.

2. We shonld confess Jesus before men.

3. Jesus came to give his life for sinners.

4. We must follow Jesus in the way of his
Cross.

5. To gain the world and lose our soul is a fear-
ful loss.

READING THE BIBLE.

There are several classes of Bible Readers.

First, those who read with a hostile motive.
By some meang they have conceived a hatred for
it, and are bent on doing it all the injury they
can, They read it not to get good from it, but to
sec how much they can find in it against which
they can raise objection. They do not come to
the fountain to drink, but, if possible, to stirup
the sand and mud fromm the bolinm so that no
one else can drink.  Whenever the vicious acts
of wicked men are mentioned they scarch out
the record and read it with evident xelish, and
never tire of dilating upon it. They set out to
gugh that kind of thing, and that is what they

nd.

Second, those who read the Bible for intellect-
ual pleasure and profit.  Its history is not sur-
passed for interest, and importance, and its
portry hasno superior in grandeur of thought
an . vurity of diction. To the mere lover of

high-class literature, therefore, it is attractive,
andsome read it with this motive. They get
what they seek.

Third, those who read the Bible for a reward,
or for the name of havingread itthrough. Such
reading is generally done in _a very hasty and
thoughtless manner, the main object bemmg to
get through with the task as soon as possible.

Fowrth, those who read the Bible from a sense
of duty. They believe it tobe the word of Gad,
and that every Christian ought to read it. In
order to satisfy conscicnce they impose upon
themselves the task of reading portions  of
Scriptures more or less regularly. They do not
have any definite object in view, nor hope to re-
ceive any direct benefit from so doing. They
simply regard it as the rizht thing to do--in
short, a religious act—and hope that in some way
it will be setto their account in the final judg-
ment. Their motive is to appease conscience,
and they succeed.

Fifth, the last class we mention consists of
those who read for spiritual benefit. They take
up the Bible with a definite purpose in view.
They want to learn God's plan of dealing with
His people from the history of the past. Orthey
want the comfort of God’s promises, or the in-
fluenceof Ilis truth to strengthen their faith,
Or thef.re of love burns low in their hearts, and
they would revive it by reviewing the evidences
of God's love and goodness as set forth in the
Scriptures, especially in the death and suffering
of Christ. Or they would familiarize themselves
with the plan of salvation and the language of
Scripture for the purpose of leading others to
Christ.—1'"e Berean Helper.

THE PLEASURE OF GIVING.

The great Teacher, who said “It is more bless-
ed to give than receive.” knew that the man of
business feeis an intense pleasure in makin,
mouey. He also knew that the pleasure, thougﬁ
both intellectual and emotional, has no re-
lation to man’s higher nature. It is made up of
the satisfaction of success, the consciousness of
{)owcr, the joy of outatri{ming rivals and the de-

ight of ¢‘ heaping up riches.” But there is not

a spiritual thrill in the process, from the invest-
ment of the first dollar to the clipping of
thousands of coupons. The following anccdote
confirms the Master’s maxim:

At a dinner party in Baltimore many yvears
ago, at which ivere present among the guests
George Peabody and Johns Hopkins, some one
inquired :

-‘Which did you enjoy most, Mr. Peabody,
making your money or giving it away 2”

< Well,” answered Mr. Peabody, slowly, and
Johns Hopkins was observed to be deeply inter-
csted in the answer, ““ [ enjoyed making money.
Ithinkitis a great pleasure to make money.
And when the idea was first sugzested to me
that I should give money away, it did not please
me ab all. In fact, it distressed me, But
thought the matter over, and concluded I'd try
iton a small scale.

“So 1 built the first of the model tenement
houses in London. It ivasa hard pull, but after
it was done I went around among the poor
peopleliving in the rooms, so clean and comfort.
able, and I had quite 2 new feeling. I enjoyed
it very much. So I gave some more, and the
feeling increased. And now I can truly say
that, much as Ienjoyed making money, Ienjoyed
giving it away a great deal better.”

It would be a gratification to_know whether
this answer suggested to Mr. Hopkins the en-
dowment of the Johns I:{ogkins University.

Youtl's Companion.
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