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WE ALL DO FADE AS A LEAF-
Isatan Ixiv, 6., (last clause).— We all
do fade as a leaf; and our iniquitics,

Like the wind, have tuken us away.”

The lessons afforded by the changing
aspects of nature, have been the subjects
at once of the poet, the moralist, and the
preacher—to point their moral, or adorn
their verse, or enforce their adimonitions.
Nor do the sacred writers disdain to draw
lessons from the same source. A beauti-
ful instance we have of this in the words
of the prophet, as quoted above.

The prophet was referring to the lan-
guid state of religion among God's peo-
ple. There were none that called ulmn
the name of Gad, that stirred themselves
up to take hold upon him. They had re-
helled against God, and he was wroth,
and hid his face from them, and consum-
ed them because of their iniquitics. By
their sins, their rebellion, their prayer-
lessness, they had provoked Goi to blight
their souis, by withdrawing his favour,
hiding bis countenance, withholding
his grace. They faded therefore as a
leaf' in autumn, when the sun withdraws
his more genial rays, and the winds and
the rains wither the formerly green and
flourishing foliage. Nor was this all —
The leaf is not only seared—not only
fades—takes the yellow tinge, and | ungs
loosely on the branch—but it is soon dis-
united, and is blown away by the wind,
to be trouden under foot, or to mingle
with its sisters of the forest  So they
were borne away by theiriniquities—se-
parated from God, carried into captivity,
and for a time blended with the other na-
tions of the earth. Iow apposite the -
gure of the prophet, taken in this sense.
The sowd under the displeasure ¥ God,

eserted by his grace, blighted by his

wrath, given over to itself, could ot be
more appositely represented than by the
faded leat, which the chill blasts and
cold damps of autumn have seared and
withered. Allow the soul to be really
under the influence of grace—to be spi-
ritually, devoutly, and prayerfully exer-
cised—but it has not been so earnest in
calling upon God: it has not stirred it-
sclf up to take hold upon Him: it has
sufiered a temporary bliaht or decay;
and God, in the exercise of his sovereign-
ty, has withdrawn his spirit—removed
his gracious influences—hid his counte-
nance—so that the soul grows worse, be-
comes more uegligent of prayer and all
spiutual exercises: its faith becomes less
vigorous—its love less ardent—its devo-
tion less sincerc—its delight in God's
law less lively—-its whole state seared,
and withered, and dead. It fades as a
leat. It no longer shows greenness, life,
bLeauty. It expands not in the sun of
God’s favour. It catches not his genial
rays. Itretleets not his colours—it has
a hue which it gathers from nether influ-
ences—iTom the earth— not from heaven.
It 1s sickly and ready to die.

Is this descriptive of your condition,
reader ? Have you the grace of Ged
in your soul ? Has your soul, under that
rrace, made SOmE progress in the divine
fifc—-have vou received the truth of
God ? Have you put forth some of the
freshness of sniritual life, spiritual beau-
ty ? Have you been living to the praise
of God? 1llave you been exhibiting a
relish for the truth ¥ Have you felt its

ower ?  Have the graces of the spirit
cen manifest in you—the beauties of
divine holiness upon vou? Have vou
becn cherishing the love of God, valk-
ing in bis law, vejoicing in his favour *—
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Buthave you suffored a tetporary blight
or decay ¢ Have you relaxed your spi-
ritual cxercises?  Arc you not given so
much to prayer #  Are you not calling
upon God 7 Are you not stirring your-
self up to take hold upon him?  Are
vou not o diligent in the perusal of
tod’s Word 2 Are vou not putting
forth the vigour of the Christian life
—is your faith not exercised—is your
love to God grown cold and lan-
guishing—is your desire tor God's glory
fecble and inoperative-—and your soul
doth fade as a leaf? Then, what can
revive you but the grace of God—the
quickening influences of his spirit—these
influences sought and obtained—that
grace desired and waited for?  Goto the
fountain of all gracious influences—exer-
cise the graces conferred upon you—
faith—charity—hope : wait upon God—
supplicate the spirit—walk in love : Let
patience have its perfect work: Resist
sin: avoid the chilling, blighting influen-
ces of the world : be frequent in prayer:
then God shall again be unto you as the
dew : you shall grow as the lily, ard cast
forth your roots as Lebanon: your
branches shall spread, and your beauty
be as the olive tree, and your smell as
Lebanon.  fnstead of fading as a leaf,
sou shall i,¢ as a ¢ree planted by the ri-
vers of water, that bringeth forth its fruit
in its season—your leaf will not wither.
But these words have a natural as
well asa spiritual reference. ¢ We all
do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like
the wind, have taken us away.” Ilere,
too, the figure iz strikingly apposite.—
When we go abroad amid the scenes ¢l
nature at this scason. what do we behold?
Do we not observe the trecs every where
assuming the brown or veilow hue, that
is the sure precursor of decay ? The
sight iz not without ite interest.  Goud bas
given in this, as in other instances, to
the marks of decay. a beauty all their
own.  The poct speaks of the “lines
where beauty lingers.” in the face of the
dead It cannot but have Leen noticed,
at all events, in the hoes of autumn —
Those trees are beautitul even in decay
—vwhile they are recigning their sunuuner
glories—and  baring themselves to the
winter's blast  These yellow. these fall-
ing leaves, speak interesting lessons.—
They ranind us of our own decay, and
of the causes of that decay ; and we see
in their fate an emblem of our own,—
unless, being dead in Adam, weare made
alive in Christ.  Our state is not, you
will observe, cempared to the tree on
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whick the leaf grows— but to the seaf. -+
It is not said we fade as the tree, but ue
the leaf Some trees grew to a long age.
The oak or the cedar may count its thou-
sand years, and still flourish. Rut the
leaf buds in spring and dies in autuma.
How apt an emblem of man'slife!  How
speedily does it come to a clese ! Look
at our three score years and ten—what
are they *  How quickly do they pass!
One generation i3 swept away—and the
next is fast treading on its heels. We
follow our fathers but a few years later
to the grave. The grave has not long
closedoverthemhen itreceivesourselves.
The succession is almost like the one
wave upon the other A few years, with
their crowding cvents, and their busy
miemories, in one vicw look iruch. It is
astretch of the imagination to pass the
intervening gulf, and bring the past c-
vent. or year, or object before us. IHow
much bay happened since that time or
event! The vears that fill the interval
as we travel them over again, scem long
indeed. But in another view, how short
the intervening time!  And since our
boyhood—when we carried a parent, per-
haps, to the grave—or when we saw that
incident, or marked that cvent—how
ghort, how very brief, the period! Arc
we old ?—we cannot have long to live.—
One or two years may close our carthly
pilgrimage.  Are we in middle life?—
some ten, or twenty, or thirty ycars, per-
baps, will be the limit of our existence.
Arc we in the morning of our days ?—
What after al' is our life? Iear the
Psalmist on the subject,~* As for man,
his days are as grass; as a flower of the
field, so he flourisheth. For the wind
paseth over it, and it is gone; and the
lace thereof shall know it no more.”—

he prophet says: « All flesh is grass,
and aIlI the goodliness thereof iz as the
flower of the ficld; the grass withereth,
the flower fadeth ; because the spirit of
the Lord bloweth upon it: surcly the
people i3 grass.” The Apostle says:
« What is your life ? It is evena vapour,
that appeareth a little time, and taen va-
nisheth away.”

But our life is not only short, it is
frail and precarious. It is one Autumn.
It is not 3 whit more secure than is the
conncction of the leaf with the branch on
which it bangs. It is as sickly, or asfra-
aile, and as uncertain as the existence
of the leaf, which cvery blast may take
away, and consign to the fate of its fels
lows. A thousand accidents may destroy
that which hangs by <o frail a fibre, and
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a thousand aceidents may happen o that
life which is possessed by as insecure a
hold.  How often does the healthy and
rohust man go out in the morning, and
w carried home a corpse in the evening !
The healthiest and strongest, smitten by
disease, shew that they are not exemipt-
vl fiom the common law of” humanity,
decay.  Life is but a frail possession : it
hangs by a fibre.  The most tritling cir-
cumstance, the most contemptible agent,
may snap the fibre in twamn.  But we
need not dwell upon the analogy.  lLet
us rather advert to the causes of our
frailty, and the lessons to be learned from
it.

Sin is the caunse of human frailty and
decay. It is the blight which has wither-
cd the stem or the leaf of human exis-
tence. 1t is the withering, the blighting
wfluence.  Were there no sin, there
would be no decay—no death.  We
would not sce pining sickness, and vio-
lent accident, and disease in its thousand
forms  Jt has poisoned the vitals, attect:
ed the secret sources of life.  *+ By one
man sin entered into the workld, and death
by sin; and so death has passed upon all
men, because that all have sinned.”—
Death was threatened at first as the con-
sequence of sin : and in carrying out the
sentence God said to Adam, *¢ dust thou
art, and unto dust thou shalt return.”—
So universal a fact must have as univer-
sal a cause.There is no explanation of hu-
man mortality otherwise. Deathis a judi-
cial thing : itis the punishment of sin. Ty
to explain it otherwise as some may—they
fail.  Whatis it that gives the body over
to - dumb forgetfulness, a prey”-—io cor-
ruption—to the grave ¥ What is it that
blights and mars the fair frame of man—
that weakens his cnergies—withers his
heauty—and constrains us to hide at last
from our sight that which was once so
lovely, perhaps, to our ¢ye—and so dear
to our hearts. It issin. Sin is the worn
at the root of this gourd. Sin is the an-
tumn-blast to our frames—so that they
do fadeas a leat.  And then, our iniqui-
tics, like the winds, have taken us away.
As the wind scatters the leaves in autumn
—bears them away—so that they are un-
known and undistiguishable among the
mass of foliage that strews the for-
cst—so, these bodics are borne away:
they are carried out of sight: they Le-
come undistinguishable among the mass
of corruption that covers our earth, or
mingles with its dust.  Sin docs this.—
Sin not only occasions our death: it bu-
} s us—not onl'v blights it, but carries
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the leaf away. And yet we will love our
sin—we will cherish what is the very
cause of death—which has smittess us
with decay, and hurries us to the grave.
Many love their sing so well that they
will rather invite the death which they
induce than part with them.  ‘They, as
it wwere, court decay @ they unnecessarily
multiply its causes by multiplyiag their
sins They powson wore and more the
sources of lifu—they weaken wore and
more: ity energics: they taineits springs :
they voluntarily mike themselves the
victims of discase and death.  Ah! it is
enough to be sinners, and to fade as a
leaf, and to be carried away at last by
our iniquitics—Why should we unncces-
sarily increase those causes which will
soon enough—we newd not surely hasten
their effect—Ubring us to the grave 7

Let us realize the truth we have been
illustrating—and  while the body must
fade as a leafl and there is no resersing
this law, let u3s sce that owr souls are
safe—that these are not at last taken a-
way by our iniquitics, in the whirlwind
of the divine wrath. Let us seck that
these may live before God—and tlourish
eternally in the house of our God.  Bles-
sed be God, that so far the law of our
mortality may be, if’ not reversed, com-
pensated—and that our souls may live,
aye, and live to better purpose than
here, while the body may go down to the

rave, and rot with the clode of the val-
ﬁ*y. Let us seek this by a union to the
second Adam, as we have been united
to the first. et us be united to him
who is the resurrection and the life—and
in him we shall have life —we shall never
die. Az in Adam all died,”—all who
were included 1 Adam—+ s in Christ
all,"—all who are included in Christ-——
v shall be made alive”  Let us helieve
in Christ—* whosocever believeth shaii
not come into condemnation, but hath
already passed from death to Lt Ue
will confer upon us immortal lite ; and
even these bodivs, after they have moul-
dered for a while in the grave. will L
raised incorruptible.

Let us see the necessity of preparing
for our death. W all do fude as a leat.
Nothing can kaep off death. Bt death
but introduces the soul to its eternal
state.  What is to be that state?  Ave
we to he happy ferever—or iniserable
forever? Is hcaven or hell to be onr
portion 2 Are wo to he carried away in
our iniquitics ~or are we to have hopa
1 our death 2 We are not sarelr, hke
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the Srdducews, disbelievers in the soul's
hereaf'ter.

low should the truth of our morta-
lity check all pride, all vanity, all
inordinate  desire for this  world, all
unidue ambition—too great pleasure in
the things of time and of sense—and
make us sit loose to the world, its vani-
ties,its pleasures.its possessions,—to e very
thing connected with this present scene!

How should we hate sin—swear eter-
nal hatred to it!  Let us not cherish that
which is the cause of the death at once
both of the body and of the soul. O let
us not add to those iniqguities which ca-
ry us away, and would consign us to
death eternal.  Let us repent of our sing,
and believe in Christ: then, though
those bodies shall be laid in the grave,
our souls shall exist where * there shall
be no more death,” and shall flourish in
eternal youth.

We add one other reflection. It is
well that we do fade as a leat—that we
are prepared for our death by the very
progress of decay through which we pass.
O !let us not be as insensivle as the leaf
itself, to those monitions we are from
time to time receiving. Let us regard
the very sorrows o'life as the wise means
to fit us for dying—-that it may not be so
awfal for us to die—so sad—so dreadful.
— The damps of Autumn,” says one,
“sink into the leaves, and prepare them
for the necessity of their fall—and thus
insensibly are we, as years close around
us, detached trom the tenacity of life by
the gentle pressure of recorded sorrows.”

The sentiment is as true as it is beauti-
tul.  All sanctified allictions may have
the efiect of detaching us from lite, and
prepare us for our fall  We are thus
ready at last for leaving a scene which
has not been one of unmixed delight.—
We more willingly vield ourselves to
death, since life Tms <o much that is sad
even to the best aflections.

Let the seasons preach to us Let yon-
der leaf, faded, and ready to be tor, or
already torn, from the branch, preach to
us--let the leaves strewing the earth,
and forever carried away, mingling with
the leaves of former years, or borne on
the blast of the whirlwind, preach to us;
and let their voices be, ©« Ye are as fa-
(llillj..' as ourselves.” ¢ Ye do fade as a

vaf.”
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REMARKS
ON THE
“ Reply of the Synod of the Presbyierian
Claurch of Nova Scotiay lo the Letter
ot'the Free Church Synod de-
clining the Union
BY THE REV. PROFESSOR KING.

Fountu Anrticni.

Having been from home at the time
when the Third Article was passing thro’
the press the writer of these remarks had
not lis usual opportunity of making cor-
rections; and a few errors have, in con-
sequence,erept in. - The only one which
seems to call for notice is one that affects
the last paragraph of the Dostseript—
That paragraph should have been divid-
ed. In the latter portion of it, the sen-
teoce beginning with the words “Mr.
Trotter should remember,” should not
only have Lecn the commencement of a
new paragraph, but sheuld have been
numbered 6, as taking up a new topic.

It has been shewn in the Second Arti-
cle of these Remarks that the Church of
Scotland, by the Act 1647, adopted the
Westminster Confession, in the whole of
its docrrines, as being in accordance with
the truth of God’s word. It has been
shewn in the "T'nird Article that thosc
who formed the secession from the Church
of Scotland in 1733 maintained it to the
same extent, and scparated from the
Moderates,who then raled in that Church,
not because they were dissatisfied with
her principles, but, as they themseives
professed, that they might preserve these
principles in their integrity.

These first Seceders, for tnstance, had
no seruple about their position as being
the mimisters of an Esrablished Church;
for they regarded that as an advantage.
They did not separate on the ground
that the civil government, in granting
the civil benefits of the ISstablishment,
had not acknowledged covenant engage-
ments, and had not tully discbarged its
duty in the terms upon which it had ac-
corded these benefits. They maintained
indeed, with the Church of Scotland,
that even the Revolution Settlement was
in many imnportant matters defective; but
still, when they looked to the grinding
persecuticn of the twenty-eight years
which followed the restoration of Charles
IL, they blessed God for the relief which
the Revolution brought, and they gladly
availed themselves of the privileges which
the Revolution Settlewent securcd—
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They did not separate because, in viola-
tion of that Settlement and of the Arti-
cles of Union between Eogland and
Scotland, church patronage had been re-
established. They felt and they com-
plained of that wrong, and, with many
brethren whom they “left behind in the
Establishment, they desired to have that
wrong redressed; but they knew, as
those in that day who were versant in ci-
vil and ecclesiastical law knew, that pa-
tronage was not the absolute thing which
it has since been made, and that, with
the unquestioned right which the Church
possessed of satisfying itself with respect
to the call of the people, it was nothing
but the tyranrical conduct of the Mode-
rare majorities in the church courts,
which really interfered with the funda-
mental principle ¢ that no man be intrud-
el into a parish contrary to the will of
the congregation.” They did not sepa-
rate as being dissatisfied with any one of
the doctrines of the Confession of Faith;
and, in particular, they bad no objection
to the doctrine concerning the civil ma-
gistrate stated in the 23rd chapter of the
Confession  In their answers to Mr.
Nairn they say exrressly, “ The whole
Confessior. of Faith, and consequently
the passage of it now pointed at, was re-
ceived by the Church of Scotland as
truth, and that among us ;” &c.
According to the Narrative of the Rise
and Progress cf'the Secession. published
by order of the Associate Synod in the
Re-exhibition of the Testimony, in 1774,
the Church of Scotland “ having been
in danger of being leavened by a scheme
of Arian, Socinian, and Arminian doc-
trines, taught in one of her seminaries of
learning by Professor Simson; and of a
corrupt erroncous and time-scrving mi-
nistry,for whom a wide door had been
opened by several violent settlements on
reclaiming congregations, from and after
the year 1726 ; and by an act of Assem-
bly, anno 1732, concerning the settle-
ment of vacant cherches: ar the same
time, a standing Testimony, by way of
protestation, against these and other
courses, which would have been a habile
«.nean of transmitting truth to the gene-
ratons following, being impracticable §
in regard the 7th Act of Assembly, 1730,
had discharged the recording of reasons
of dissents against the determinations of
Church-judicatories: Mr. Ebenezer Livs-
kine, minister of the gospel at Siirling,
ore of the members of this court, thonght
it his duty, in a sermon at the opening of
the Synod of Perth and Surhng, at

149

Perth, October 1732, to testify plainly
and freely against some of the prevailing
evils and sins of the present times, and
particularly against the foresaid Act of
Assembly 1732, and the proceedings ot
church-judicatorics in the settlement of
ministers over reclaiming and dissenting
congregations, which so galled and tor-
mented some of the ministers then pre-
sent, that they pushed and obtained of
the Synod the appointment of a Commit-
tee to consider the particulars vented
the sermon, which were said to have giv-
en offence, and which they were to lay
before the Synod next dier. Mr, Ers-
kine, who with some difficulty obtained
a sight of the quarrelled expressions in
the clerk’s bhand, gave in answers 1o
them to the Synod and both are to be
found in the Zrue State of the Process, p
15, &c.

“The Svnod, after spending three
days on this aflair, did find Mr. Ers-
kine censurable for the said expressions
alleged to have been emitted by him in
his sermon hefore them. From which
sentence several ministersand elders dis-
sented, and against which they protested,
and gave in their reasons of protest,
which the Synod in compliance with the
7th Act of Assembly, 1739, would not
record. Mr. Erkine and Mr. Fisher
protested, and »-ppealed to the next Ge-
neral Assembly  ‘The Synod by another
vote resolved to vebuke Mr Erskine at
their bar, and to admonish him to be-
have orderly for the future, although he
bad not in the least departed from the
standards of thus church, asthe Synod
themselves were obliged materially to ac-
knowledge ; for, Mr. Ferguson at Killin,
baving accused Mr. Irskine, in the
course of reasoning, of departing from
the standards of this church, and Mr.
Erskine baving protested, that Mr. Fer.
zuson should be obliged hy the Synod to
make good his charge, the Synod dis
missed that atfair, upon Mr. Ferguason his
explaining himself.  This sentence of
Svaod, appointing Me. Erskine to be re-
buked and admonished, Mr. Erskine
could not in conscience submir to, as
it would be a departure from the Testi-
mony he had formerly given 1 and there-
fare the matter came before the Assem-
bly in May, 1733, who refused 10 hear
Messrs. Wilson and Monereitl, dissenters
from the Synod's sentence on their vea-
sons of disseni; and whose committee of
bills refused to transmit Mr. Fisner's ap-
peal: And the Assembly, npon hearing
parties at the bar, after some rewsoning,
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passed au Acion the 15th of May, 1738,
approving of the procecdings of the Sy -
uod, and appointed him to be rebuked
and admonisbed by the Moderator at
their own bar.

* When this sentence was intimate to
Mr. Erskine, he declared. that he ecould
not submit to a rcbuke and admonition,
in regard, he was neither conscious to
himselt, nor judicially convicted of trans-
gressing the bounds of his ministerial
calling, or of uttering any thing, in his
sermon, contrary to the word of God, or
the approven standards of this chureh;
and thep gave in a signed Protestation,
dared May 14th, 1733,

“Mr. William Wilson, minister at
Perth ; Mr. Alexander Moncreift, min-
ier at Abernethy: and Mr. James
Fisher, minister at Kinclaven, adhere to
the Protestation and Declaration ; upon
which, and their refusing to retract the
<ame, the Assembly ordained, ¢ That the
four Brethren aforesaid, appear before
the Commission in August next”’

* As this severe sentence was past,
without hearing the four Brethren, in o-
pen Assembly, upon the relevancey of the
erime ailoged agamst them to infer such
a high censure, they, not being al'owed
to read it, laid upon tae table, with an
instrument, the following short paper, as
their joint speech.

“tIn regard, the veneranle Aseemlly
have come 12 a positive sentence, with-
ont hewinzg our defences, and have ap-
pointed the Commission to execnte their
sentence in Mugust, in case we do not
retract what we have done, we cannot
but complan of this uncommon proced-
ure, and declare that we are notat li-
berty to take g addir to an avisan-
dum.'™

After vanous proccedings before the
Comnicsion both 1n August and Novems-
ber ot that vear, the four Brethren con-
sinaing il of the same mind as tormer-
iv, the Coramision dud on the 16th of
Noevember, 1733, looce their relation e
their 1espective charges, and  declare
them 1o longer ministers of the Charch
of Svotland, upon which they read the
tatloning Protesration, asd gave it1othe
cerx, Baving taken instrumcans thereon

s Lihnburgh, Novemder 16,4, 1733

* We hereny adhicee te the protestati-
on tormerty entered hedore this Court;
Sothoat thed last mecvng in August, and
when we appeated first b ture this meet-
e And turther, we do protest in our
own name. and in the name of all and
S\eTY whe i our respective congregat-
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ons adbering to us; 1that, notwithstaml-
ing of this sentence, passed against us.
our pastoral relation shall be held and
reputed firm and valid. And likewise
we protest, That notwithstanding of our
being cast cut from ministerial communi-
on with the established Church of Scot-
Jand; we atill hold communion with all
and every one who desire, with us, to ad-
Lere to the principles of the true pres-
byterian, covenanted Church of Scot-
land. in her doctrine, worship, govern-
ment and discipline: And particulaly
with every one who are groaning under
the evils, and who are atected with the
gricvances we have been complaining of;
who are, in their secral spheres, wrest-
ling against the same. But, in regard
the prevailing party in this Established
Church, who have now cast ns out from
ministerial comumunion with them, are
carrying on a course of defection from
our reformed and covenanted prineiples:
and particulaily are suppressing ministe-
nal freedom and faithfulness in testifying
against the present backslidings of the
Church, and intlicting censures upon
Ministers for witnessing, by protesrations
and otherwise, against the same: There-
fore we do, for these and many other
weighty reasons, to be laid open in due
time. protest that we are obliged to make
a SECESSION from them; and that we
can have no ministerial communion with
them, till they sce their sins and mistakes,
and amend them  And in hike manner
we do protest, That it shall be lawfu!
and warrantable for us 10 exercise the
keys of doctrine, discipline, and govero-
ment, according to the word of God, and
Confession of Faith, and the prineiples
and constitutions of the covenanted
Chnreh of beotland 5 as if no such cen-
sure had been passed upon us: Upon all
which we take instruments.  And we
hereby APPEAL UNTO THE FIRST FRFE,
PAITHFUL, AND RE}ORMING GENERAL
Assi MBLY OF 1HE CHURCH OF SCOT:
LaAMU.
ERENEZER LRSKINE.
Wirrniam WiLsox.
ALEx®. MONCRIEFF.
danes Frsuge.”

In the circumstances of the case, these
ministers may be said to have been most
iniquitousiy cast out of the Church, from
the prevarling party in which, at the
same time, they seceded.  But although
the Moderate influcnce whicl accom-
plished this was predominant, it was not
00V cr\\']lclming as to prevent a re-acts
on. ‘The nest Asserutly, in 1734, 719
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veinded the Acts of 1730 and 1739, &
gainss which thews ministers had been
teatifying : and, at the same time, passed
anact empowering the Synod of Parth
and Stirling » withont fuither inquiving
into the oceasions or steps of proceed-
ing, either on the part of the said Breth-
ren, or oy the several Judicatories, un-
der whose consideration the case hath
bieen,” to restore these brethren to their
respective charges, uniting them to the
communion of the Established Church:
“ But with thie express direction, that the
Synod <hall not take upon themto judge
of the legality, or formality of the furmer
provecdings of the Church Judicatores
1 relation to this aflair, or either to ap-
prove of, or censure the same.”  But al-
thougiy these proceedings removed sonie
ot the grounds of their secession, they
Jid not completely  satisfy  the four
Brethren.  In the course of 1737, and
1735, they were joined by Mr. Ralph
Irskine, minister at Dumfermldine, Mr.
‘Thomas Mair, minister at Orwel, Mr.
‘J homas Nairn, minister at Abbotshall,
and Ble. James Thomson, mimster at
Burntisland.  The separation was at
length completed by an act of deposition
passed upon those eight winisters by the
Assembly in 1740,

lappily for the object of securing a
free, tanhful, and returming Asecinbly
who might do justice to the Protest
which was left with the Comuwmissicn in
1733, there were many who, although
they concurred with these ministers 1n
condemning the procecdings, and seek-
ing redress of the grievances, of which
they complained, and leaged for that ex-
tent of retormation which they desired,
saw it, nevertheless to be their duty to
remain in the Established Church. Not-
withstanding defectsin its civil establish-
ment, its own constitution was sound, its
principles were scriptural ; and, however
arbitrary the proceedings of those whu
wera the prevailing party, they distin-
gmshed betwixt the mere majorities of
the day, and the Church whose princi-
ples and liberties were trampled on by
these majoritics.  They did what they
could o stem the tide of'evil.  Although
their hands were weakened by the seces-
sion of numbers who concurred with
them in principle, they stood to their
post, and did sometimes succeed in se-
curing better decisions than would other-
wise have been come to. When over-
borne, they kept their own conscience
clear by a consistent protest against the
injury which was intlicted on a Church
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whose aftaira ware, so fir, sntrusied to
their adwinistration. A long and dreary
period of" despotism, 1t is truo, followed
the secession, during which many parish-
o3 were desolated in consequence of fore-
ing ministers upon reclaiming congrega-
tions, vital religion was litile cultivated,
and the pulpits of the Listablishment, in
too many cases, seemed to be looked to
not £o much for the sacred services which
should be conducted there, as for the
stipends with which they werce connect-
ed.  During all thig time, however, the
spectacle presented was that of a church
whose principles were seriptural, in the
hands of a wmajority who abused their
trust and mismanaged her aflairs  Mer
of sound views could still, without incon-
sisteney, and with a good conscience, re-
main in her communion, even become
ber ministers, and take part with those
who were andeavouring to relieve her
from oppression.

At length the dawn of a brighter day
appeared.  The unsetiled state of soci--
ty towards the clow: of last century made
a heartless and selfish aristoeracy trem-
ble Many of them came 1o sce that it
was not the kind ot men whom they had
Rkitherto delighted to parronise that could
exert an influence for good, or could do
much towards averting such horrors as
bad marked the progress ot the French
Revolution  In the early part of tha
present century, also, & more sacred in-
tuence scems to have mpressed  the
minds of many of the higher classes in
Scotland ; so that, having been hrought
themselves 1o a relish for the truth as
i8 in Jesus, they wcre desirous of im
proving their intluence for the purpose
of #ecuring its dispensation in greater
purity throughout the pavishes of the
country. There bad been all along a
considerable amount of patronage wisely
directed, and the Church of Scorland
bad never been without its witnesses for
the truth; but now an improvement. in
this respect became very evident.  The
number of able, faithful, and zcalous mi-
nisiers was gradually increased.  The
Witherspoons, and the Erskines of an
earlier period, having been sueceeded by
the Moncreifls, the Thomsons, and the
Chalumerses of a later day, under their in-
structions and animated by their exam
ple, a band was at length seen emerging,
who, in the eventtul year 1831, constiiut-
cd the majority of e General Assem-
bly. Being now the majority, they act-
ed in perfect consistency with the prin-
ciplas whick they had all alongwamisin-
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ed. They revived, and cadeavoured to
carry out in practice, the fundamental
faw of the Church that no man should
be intruded upon a parish contrary to
the will of the congregation. ‘They gave
their proper standing in the Church to
those who had hitherto occupied the ano-

malous pasition of ministers of Cbapels of
Ease. They set themselves in right car-

nest to secure an increased supply of the
means of grace for a population that had
far outgrown what had been as vet pro-
vided. They shewed also their determi-
nation faithfully to apply the discipline
of Christ’s house. Botg within and with-
out the Establishment, it was often ask-
ed, Has not Scotland now a free, afaith-
ful, and a reforming General Assembly ?
Where are the Seceders 1o plead their
Protest before them ?

Alas ! the greater number of those
who were called Seceders were now such
only in name. Havirg been themselves
long exclnded from the terrporalities of
an Establishiment, and haviag seen much
injury resulting from its mismanagement,
they could no fonger see any advantage
but rather thought that there was much
evil, in & connexion betwixt Church and
State. They were no longer, in that
particular case, disposed to do justice to
the very obvious distinction berween the
right use of a thing, and the abuse of it.
They had ceased to hold by certain im-
gonam principles in the Confession of

“aith, and iustead of hailing the referm-
ing character and the vigorous actings of
the Church of Scotland, as that which,
through the blessing of God might soon
realise what the caily Seceders had ear-
nestly prayed for—a Church acring fully
and boldly on what are well known as
the principles of the Second Reformati-
on, they endeavonred 10 impede her pro-
pgress,and to thwart her in her aims.—
They joined in the opposition which was
made—but 100 successtully—to the at-
tempts to remeve the itapediments which
had prevented the subdivision of large
parishes, that endowed churches might
be erected to meet the wants of an over-
grown population. ‘They subscribed pe-
titious to Parliament, which were sent
up in O{qmaition to those raat prayed for
a repeal of that law of patronage, which
had been the cause of so many ev:ls, and
which had been passed in violation of na-
tional engagements  In thewr hostility
to the Establishment, they had lified up
the cry of Rase her, rase her; and hav-
ing failed in that, they helped on those
who were bent upon enslaving her, that
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if she were still to exist, it might be in
such a condition that she might be ay in-
eflicient as possible for good

But while such were the feelings ma-
nifested, and the proceedings followed
out, by a great many of those who still
bore the name of the Sccession, there
were others of the same name who acted
in a very different manner  There were
many of the United Secession, who had
little understood the nature of those
changes which had affected their own bo-
dy, who sympathized with the Church of
Scotland in her strugeles, and prayed
that she might be enabled 1o remain sted-
fast, and to succeed in her aims. There
werealso the two bodies, popularly known
as the OId Light Burghers and the Old
Light Antibarghers, who had not been
carried along in the movement of the
New Ligh'. These bodies marked with
deepest interest the improved aspect of
the Church ot Scotland, and although the
latter still stood aloofas distrustful of the
extent to which the independence of the
Church would be maintained, and a re-
turn prosecuted to atiainments formerly
reached, vet the former rejoiced to ad-
mit that they did now see a free, and
faithful, and reforming Assembly. Ne-
gotiations accordingly were entered into,
in conducting which, on the part of the
Original, or Old Light Burgher Synod,
the late Mr Robb, at that time minister
at Strathkinnes in Fife, subsequendy
here in Halifax, and ultimately at Hamil-
ton in Carada; and Dr. Willis, at that
time minister in Glaszow, and now the
accomplished Professor of Divinity at To-
ronto, had a principal share. These ne.
@otiations resulted 1n the return of a con-
siderable number of congregations to the
bosom of the Established Church, as a
body in eannexion with which they could
now prosecute those reformation objects
for the attainment of which their farhers
had formerly seceded. The Church did
prosecute these objects; and having, in
the Assembly 1842, the last of the free
Assemblics held by the Church of Scot-
land asan Established Church, agreed
to a petition for the repeal of the Act of
Patronage, and to the important docu-
ment styled the Claim of Rights, on the
refusal of the State to look at this Claim,
and to redress the grievances of which it
complaired, she renounced the benefits
of the Istablishment, rather than barter
her Jib-rties for its temporalities, or act
incongistently with the principles which
she professed. The Free Church of No-
va Scotia regands this as an immense fu-
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crifice, she holds that the oceasion was
worthy of the sacrifice, and she rejoices
to claim kindred with a body that has
proved so faithful in the maintenance of
principles which she believes to be found-
ed in the word of Goad.  Willing to hope
that the Presbyterian Church "here, a
branch of the Secession, had not aban-
doned Secession principles, that they had
not been carried away by the movement
which had made so many of thex in Scot-
land not Seceders but Dissenters: and
giving the brethren of the Presbyterian
Synod credit for being possessed of sufli-
cient informaion to know that the Basis
of Union just bound them to those prin-
ciples which it was the object of the first
Seceders, by their Secession, to main-
tain—what else indeed could be expect-
ed in a Basis of Union that met the ap-
proval of the late Mr. Robb ?—the Free
Synod had every reason, they conceived,
to expect that thesc brethren would ac-
knowledge an identity of principle with
the Free Church of Scotland, or, that if
there were to be any difliculty as to this,
it would oe, as in the case of the Consti-
twional Associate Presbytery (the Okl
Light Antiburghers) from a desire to ob-
tain a more explicit declaration of adhe-
rence to old reformation principles.—
This expectation, however, has not been
reali zed. There is no sympathy mani-
fested with the Free Church of Scoilaad.
‘There is no intention of joining in the up.
holding of her standard. In these cir-
cumstaness, what other conviction could
have beer entertained than that express-
ed by the Free Synod, in their Letter
declining the Union, wher they say,
“ that you and we do not entertain the
same views either of the Basis of Union,
or of the Confession of Faith to which it
specially refers”? Is not the conviction
fully warranted by the facts of the case ?

The Synod of'the Presbyterian Church,
in their Repiy, say of the ¥ree Church
brethren, ¢ They do not object to our
faith or practice” But isit nota fact
that the Presbyterian Synod object to the
faith, and, consequently, would object to
the practice thatis consistent with the
faith, of the I'ree Church? Mistaking
the import of the Basis of Union—con-
ceiving that it left them at liberty to set
aside some portions of the Contession of
Faith as being exceptionable—had the
union been consummated, they would
have been in immediate collision with
those who were anxious to maintain the
truth, and to act consistently with its in-
junctions. Boasting, too, as they do so
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much, of their numerical <trength, is
would not be ditlicult to torsee that they
would little revard  the remonstrances
and appeals of the minotiry ; and that,
having so linle understood the history ot’
a Church whose principles they were
professing to uphold, they would, no'-
withstanding the Basis of Union to which
they were pledzed, not only suppress, but
denounce as misclnevous error, the truth
which it bound them to proclaim.  'The
steadfastness with which individual mi-
nisters, in their proposed new position,
might still have maintained these princi-
ples, could not supersede the charge of
unfaithfulness against the Free Church
as a hody, were it to cease, in its corpo-
rate capacity, to uphold them.  Nor does
it relieve the dificulty tospeak disparag-
ingly of these truths as mere minor
pomnts of religion.  Their relative impor-
tance is not the matter indispute. What
the Free Synod had to consider is this:
Are thev truths of God's word?  Are
they truths which God bas been pleased
to reveal, in order that his Church, the
pillar and ground of the truth, might re-
ceive them, and teach them ?  Are they
t aths to the knowledge and profession
o which the Free Church has attained ?
Are they truths which the ministers of
that “hurch were solemnly engaged to
teack ?  Ave they truths which, when
receiviag ordinatior, every one of them,
in the face of the congresation, had
bound himself to assert, mantain, and
defend 7 Al these questions, they
knew, must be answered in the aflitina-
tive. It necesrarily followed therefore
that, if they were to act an honest part,
it they would guard against the sin of in-
difference to revealed truth, of disobedi-
ence to Gou’s command, of backsliding,
and of violating engagements entered in-
to with all the solemnity of ordination
vows, they must decline the union that
was proposed, remembering the words of
the Apostle, “ Nevertheless, whereto we
have already attained, let us walk by the
same rule, fet us mind the same thing”

That these are views which, however
stigmatized by some as bivoted and sec-
tarian, should no: be objected to by
those who profess to be Seceders, may
appear from a consideration of the fol-
lowing extract from the Re-Exhibition of
the ‘Testimony ; published by order of’
the Assnciate Synod, in 1779, It is the
third of the conclusions deduced from a
consideration of the documents which are
aiven in the collection. The extract is
Yong, but it is not unworthy of inscrtion.
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. That no Nxw PRIXCIPLER, or
Terus or CoMMUNION, digferent fivm
thase of the ('hurch of Scollund,were ever
adopted by the Secoding Ministers ; and
therefore 1l is as ungeneous, @s it s un-
Just, to call the Sccession a SCHInM, i
this church, or the Sreeders SECTARIES.
It the Seceders had advanced any new
doctrines, or adopted principles unknomn
in this chureh, it bad been easy for their
opponents to have adduced this as the os-
tensible reason for proceeding against
them with the bighest censures.  ‘This,
however, was never alleged to be auy
branch of their suppused crime.  They
were censured, because they refused sub-
mission to an ecclesiastical avthesity with
which, they were well persnaded, the
church of Christ was never invested ; and
because they held sacred the obligation
cf their ordination vows, which solemnly
hound them to a steadfast adherence to
the principles and constitution of this
church, in opposition to whatsoever hath
a tendency to destroy cither the one or
the other. Actuated by a sense of the
supreme authority of Jesus Christ, the
only King and Lawgiver of his church,
they durst not refuse to testily against
the encroachments that were made upon
his royal prerogative, when laws were e-
nacted in his cburch to which he had
never given his assent ; and wese calcu-
lated not to promote the cdification of
his disciples, but to accomplish the de-
straction of that system of government
and discipline which he hath dclivered to
them in his word 'When the Seceding
Ministers were, by an arbitrary exertion
of this assumed ecclesiastical authority,
actually cast out of the established
church, for no other reazon but because
they would not counteract their ordinati-
on vows, and submit to those raestraints
which were then laid upon ministerial li-
berty and freedom, they found them-
selves obliged, by these very vows, to de-
clare their secession from the prevailing
party; but they, at the same time, de-
clared their stedfast adherence to the
principles received by this church, as
tounded on the word of God, and exhi-
bited in the Confession of Ifaith, Cate-
chisms larger and shorter, Form of Pres-
byterial churck government, and Direc-
tory for worship. Under the influence
of these principles they declared their
Secession ; and agreeable to these, they
have hitherto been helped of Gog, in
some measure, amidst numerous weak-
nesses and infirmitics, to dispense the
erdinances of Christ, to all those under
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their inspection, who profess o eontend
eurncstly for the paith whick was once de-
livered tu the sainds : and they will cheer-
fully hold chureh-fellowship with all
thuse who profess a cordial attachment.
and whose practice is correspondent o
that system of doctrine, worship, govern-
ment, and discipline, which is revealed
tu the church by Jesus Christ in his
word; an open avowal of which. aud
adherence to it, was declared in the most
golemn manner, in the National Cove-
nant and Sulemn League

* These are their ters of communion ;
and they are apt to think they are the
very same with those held by the chureh
of Scotland, in ¢very period of the Re-
formation : and what 13 of unspeakable
greater moment, they think they ars
perfeetly agrecable to the word of Gad,
and revealed will of Jesus Christ, whe
commands us, that whereto we have alrca-
dy attained, we are to walk by the same
rule, and mind the same thing ; and the ¥
believe 1t will be always true, that as
many as walk according to this rule,
peace shall be on them, and mercy, and
upon the Israel of God It will not, they
apprehend, be an easy task to shew from
the holy scriptures, the impropriety, or
absurdity of excluding from their com-
munion, in scaling ordinances, all those
who are either open enemies. or secretly
disaffected to tiat system of revealed
truth just now mentioned, and will not
submit to those ministrations that are a-
greeable to, and econsistent with it.—And
they are furiher ol opinion, and think
they are able to proveit, that their terms
of communion arc as extensive as the
word of GGod will admit.—Their Secessi-
on, thurcfore, is not a Schism in the
charch; for they never scceded from the
principles and constitution professed and
established at the Reformation and ate-
volution ; but, upon every occasion, «:-
clare their stedfast adherence to thest,
in opposition to the prevailing party whe
have receded from them.”

POSTSCRIPT.

Mr. Trotter is again on the field. and
has published a Sccond Letter in Reply
to these Remarks, in the ¢ Presbyteran
Witness” of the 27th ultimo. He scews
to be possessed of a very remarkable ta-
lent for misunderstanding, or, at all e-
vents for misrepresenting, whether thro’
misunderstanding or otherwise, the
views, the statements, and the arguments
of his opponents.  Specimens of this have
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been on former occasions presented to
the reader. This new Letier onlarges
the supply.

1. In opposition, not to the opinion
that men should cultivate a spirit of uni-
1y, and should be readsy to at togeiker
ou those truths which ibey hold in com-
mon—a matter on which the wiiter of
these remarks has never ransed 2 questi-
on—but to the opinion thet the Apusthe
in Philip. jii. 16, vefers to puints Wheie-
in different parties are agreed, that that
agreement was the thing whereto they
bad attained, and that therefore the mat-
ter agreed upon furmed the rule or stan-
dard according to which they should
walk; it was obscrved in the Sccond
Article of these Remarks, «In point of
fact, however, it is another natter alto-
aether which the Apostle is urging inthe
saxteenth verse. He refers not to the
degree of correspondence which may be
found to ealst between the views and
actings of one man, or budy of en, and
those of others, but to the conformity
which any may have attained to the per-
fect staudard held forth in God'’s word.—
It was tlus standard which he himself
habitually hept in view” ‘This, one
would think,is pretty intelligible; but Mr-
Trotter, regarding this view as a curiosi-
ty, and, as such, worthy to be preserved,
says, * It ig expressed in a dark and con-
fused manner, and I will therefore take
the liberts of waking it intcHigible."—
e then condescendingly scts to work,
and having stated what he thinks the
shuple reader would cunclude from e
interpretation given of the passazein the
remarks, turns him aside from its real
meaning by saying, * vet notwithataad-
ing of all 1his, the simple reades would
be quite mistahea i duy Lty cunelasi-
on. Lot the Protcsor tolis vs, that the
Apostle dues nut nean that pewpne arve to
waln Ly the sawe rule, Lut that every
vne is to wath by his own ride as Lhisown
light I and a little fasther on adds, in
fnverted comuas, as if quoting fiom the
Rewmarks, and giving the Prolessor’s mean-
ing in the professor’sown words—* ¢ Let
cach take his own way.” ™ Mr. Trotter’s
Lretiren should remind hun that there
is & commandment in the Decalegue
which says, * Thou shalt not bear taise
witness agaiust thy neighbour.”

2. Prosccuting the sabject a little far-
ther, Mr Trotter gues on to say, “The
Professor’s view of the matter is this, that
Christians are to Le classified like chil-
dren at a schovl, according to their res-
pective attainments, and that every class
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isto bo kept by itself, excluding from
its communion all that are behiod it, wal
being excluded in its turn from all that
are wore advanced, unless it can over-
take them”  Mr. Trotter quotes vo
wouids fiom the Remarks to shew from
what particular ja sage he has even the
appearance ol a warrant for ascribing such
a weaning to them. To the inelligent
reader of the Renarks it is, of course,
unneeessary to sy tlat the meaning as-
:ribed 10 the Profussor is the mere fig-
mert of Mr. Trotter’» own ill-regulated
mind.  The vbservations in the Remarks
are confined 10 the 16th verse of the
third chapier of Philippians. Ina ser-
nion, however, on the 15th and 16th ver-
sus, preached before the Free Synod,
and since published (Mr. Trotter’s ex-
pressiuns seem tu indicate that he himnself
has at least looked at the sermon), the
writer bad an opportunity of giving his
views at larae on the passage.  The first
proposition which he illustrates is found-
ed on the fifteenth verse. It is stated
thus, * There are great differences in
duegree of christian knowledge and a, tain-
ment in the case of those who, ag the
trus followers of Christ, may be s;yled
tperfect.” ™ The illustration of this™ pro-
position closes with the following words,
“ the chuarch, whether we look to the
progress of natural life or to the devel-
opement of that which is spiritual, in its
numerous members and their diversified
circumstances, presents to us a body
composed at vnce of little children. of
Yoty men, anl of futhers, differicg much
in the progress which they have made,
Lut all partakers of divine grace, and
dear 10 him who vaies the lambs in bis
Lusom, and who also says, Isaiab xIvi. 4,
¢cven to your old age I am he; and ev-
¢ to hoar hairs will I carry you”” This
is sorething very differert from the kind
of classification spoken of by Mr Tros-
ter, aad would admit of the swriter, al-
thouzh in the character of a child, bein

associated with such men as Drs. Cand-
lish, Cgumingham, I}cgg, and Guthrie.
The point to bie considered, however, is,
nut the possibility of people of different
attainmnents, and, in some respects, of
different views, assoriating logetll:er, and
acting together, to all the extent of prin-
ciple on which they are agreed ; but,whe-
ther it is lawful for any party, even for
the purpose of being so associated, to
cease from holding, and holding forth for
the enlightening of the world, any porti-
on of that authoritative rule or standard
whereto they may have attaized. Each

o
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is responsible for the use which he makes
ol his own advancements in knowledge
and graze.  “ Whereto we have attained,
let us walk by the same rule, let us mind
the same thing”  ‘This is the improve-
ment made of the passage in the extract
from the Burgher Synod’s Re-exhibirion
of the Testimony, with which the forego-
ing Article closes; and itis as feelmg
the divine authority of the same passage
that the Free Church Synod declines a
union with the Preshyterian Synod,
which could not be effected without asa-
erifice of an important part of that where-
to she has attained.

3. Mr. Trotter calumniates the West-
minster Assembly of Divines, and gives
a most erroneous view of their labours
with respect to the Confession of Faith
Want of room, however, prevents the
exhibition ot evidence to this effect he-
tore the publication of the next number
of the Record

—_—————
COLLECTION FOR CURRENT EX-
PEXNSES OF COLLEGLE AND
ACADEMY.

Qur readers will observe, from an adve™
tiscment in the last page of this numbe?
that the collection for defraying the Car
rent Expenses of the College and Academy
is to be made, agreeably to Act ot Sgnod,
on the first Sabhath of December.  There
are many of the Stations at which there
may be no public worship that day; bat it
is to he undeistood that the collection
should be made on the Sabbhath on which,
at such places, they may have public wor-
ship nearest the day appointed; aud, in like
manner, that intimation of the intended col-
{cction s..ould be made on the immediately
preceding Sabbath on which they have pub-
lic worship. The congregation also should
respond liberally, according as God may
have blessed them with the means, to the
call which is thus addressed to them. The
collection is intended to meet the expenscs
of Housc rent, fuel, cleaning, &. Thesin-
gle item of rent for the premises amounts to
£60, a year; and as the annual collection,
although gradually increasing, has never
yet reached that sum, there is a considera-
blc amount of debt now pressing upon the
Board. Through the kindness of fricnds
iritain, who arc alive to the importance of
our cducational institutions, Mr. Stewart of
New Glasgow has secured a smin the judi-
cious application of which may soonrclieve
us from the calls for rent; but surely the
very parties for whom the cffort s made,
are not to forget that they also must hear
their share of the burden. ~ For the present,
rent requires still to be paid.  The collee-
tion is required a2lso to mect the other ex-
penses veferred to, and it is hoped some-
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thing may be done towards liguidating the
debt alveady contracted.  Let Ministers,
Missionaries, and Catechists, bring these
matters before the people whom they have
occasion respectively to addiess; and we
have little doubt but that collections will e
obtained making 1 much nearer approach
to what the urgency of the case calls for
than have yet been contributed.

—_——0

SUSTENTATION OF THIE MIXIS-
TRY.

It is of the utmost importance that Pres-
byteries should nse all diligence in send-
ing full and accurate returns to the Queries
which have been sent to them on this sab
jeet. They ought also to remember that
the sooner they send their Returns the bet-
ter; for the Committee must have finl time
to consider a matter which is not only jm-
portant, but conneeted with machditticnlty.
Besides answering the specitic Queries which
have been submitted 1o them. it were well
also if suggestions were added, as experi-
ence in particalar localities may have been
obtained. with respect 1o the comparative
advantages or disadvantages of the different
maodes of mising the means of ministerial
support. It is earnestly hoped that the ap-
pomtiment of the Committee will nor e
rendered nugatory by inertness on the part
of thosc who must furnish the information.

—_—
FREE PRESBYTERY OF HALIFAX

The Free Peeslytery of Halifax held their
ordinary mecting here on Wedne<day the
first current, Rev. Professor Lyall, Modera-
tor.

A memorial was Iaid on the table, and
read, from the Minister and Elders of the
Congregation of Bermuda, stating circum-
stances which reguired that Mr. Adam
should lestve them for a time; and request-
ing supply for the monihs of November,
December, and January.  The Preshytery
were very desirous to give the supply; but
conld not make any definite armangement
without consulting with some absent mem-
biers, on whose aid they must depend.  The
business was, thercfore, delayed till next or-
dinary meeting; and the Clerk was instrac-
ted, in the meaun time, to communicate with
Mr. Duft on the subject.

The usual supplics were appointed; and
a financial siatement was submitted 1n re-
ference to Luncuburg.

The next ordinary mecting of Preshytery
is 1 be held on the last Wednesday of Oc-.
toher.

O—
FREE PRESBYTERY OF PICTOU
This court held its usual quarterly meet®
ing at New Glasgow, on the Sth iust, Reve
John Munvo, Wallace, Moderatar.
There was a larze attendance of Minis-
ters.  Several Elders also presented Com




wnen.”
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missions from their respective Kirk-sessions.
and took their seats as members of
court.

The Rev. John Stewart. New Glasgow,
and Rev. D. B, Blair. Barney’s River. who
had. a few days previously. returned from
Seotland, received a cordial welcome from
the members present. Mr. Stewart has
heen honoured above most men ; inasmuch
as it was mainly throngh his exertions thae
the Free Church College was founded in
this Province ; and, in hi< late visit to Seot-
land. he collected a large sum of money 1o
earry on this noble undertakinge.

The Preshytery entered into o lensthen-
¢d discussion as to the most suitable loeali-
1y in which to erect the College—whether
at Halifax, Pictou, New Glasgow, or some
other place. It was ultimately agreed that
the Preshytery memorialize the Moderator
of Synod to call 2 pro re nata mecting of
Synod, not later than six weeks from that
date. in order to have this matter scttled.

The Moderator, having left the chair, dis-
sented from this Resolution on the ground
thut six weeks was too short a time within
which the Church was to make up its mind
us to the most suitable locality for the Col-
lege—that the difiiculty of travelling in No-
vember. to say nothing of the expensc, was
astrong rcason against such a proposal; and
that the College Board had nc authority,
even if they had the intention, as some of
the members argued, to settle so important
u matter without the concurrence of the
Synod.

A call was then laid on the table in fa-
vour of the Rev. Alexander Campbell,
Lochaber. from the congregation of Scotch
Settlement and New London, P. E. Island.
The call having been sustained, Mr. Camp-
bell craved delay hefore giving an answer.
The Presbytery therefore resolved to meet
at Lochaber on the 29th inst., in order that
the call might be disposed of before the na-
vigation to the Island close for the season.

After some business of 2 routine charac-
ter was disposed of, Thursday, the 6th of
November, was appointed to be observed, in
all the congregations of the bounds, as a
day of thanksgiving to God for the bounties
of the scason.

—_—

(The following Brief Sketch was prin-
led in Edinburgh for private circulation.
We gladly acail ourselves of the opportu-
nily of making it known kere.)

CAPE BRETON MISSION.

In bringing this Mission under the notice
of the Contributors to its support,—the La-
dics, on whom the duty of doing so has, in
the meantime, devolved, canrot but, in the
first place, advert to the very solemn circum-
stances in which they are placed.  She, with
whom it originated, and who for cighteen
¥ears gave to its monagement the zeal and
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encrgy of her heart and head, hus heen re

moved from among us. The Lord has, in
his holy providence, called herto himself,
and devolved upon other lubourers, appa-
rently less qualitied. the respousibility of
carrying on the work ; and they can enter
on it with contidence and hope only because
they are assured that no undertaking. how-
ever wisely devised. can sneeeed without the
blessing of the Tord, but that, with tha
blessing, the weakest instrumentality mnay
be crowned with success. * Not by might
nor by power, but by my Spirit, suith the
Lord.”

Mrs. Mackay—herself connected by birth
and family, and afterwards by marriage,
with the North of Scotland—had always tak-
en a deep interest in the Celtic population of
the Highlands and Islands. Ske was well
acquainted with their poverty, and the dis-
tressing circumstances in which they were
obliged to leave their native land,  When,
in 1826, a society was formed in Glasgow,
for relieving the spiritual destitution of sett-
lets from Scotland in the British North A-
merican Provinees, her attention was parti-
cularly drawn to those from the Islands of
Lewis and Harris, Uist, Skye, Isla, &e., as
well as Lochalsh on the mainland, who had
gone to Cape Breton. Beginning with send-
ing the people small collections of dooks, as
circulating libraries, she came 1o be better
acquainted with their wants. She found that
though Capc Breton had great natural ca-
pabilities, and would have been a most be-
neficial change to those possessed of capital
and a knowledge of farming, it was not so,
oronly in a small degree, to 2 people who
came there, generally speaking, without ca-
pital, unedncated, untaught in the art of ag-
riculture, and whose industrial energies had
rever been called forth by employmens in
<he country which they had left.  She found
them unprovided with a single minister of
the Presbyterian communion ; and from no
others did they, or could they, on account of
theirlanguage being Gaclic, receive spiritual
instruction. Many of them had never seen
aminister; their marriages were withont his
blessing. and shey had no baptism. Any
knowledge or savour of divine things among
them was preserved by means of a few pi-
ous men, herc and there, who had been
brought to the knowledge of the gospel in
their fatherland—a knowledge by many of
them attaiced through the instrumentality of
tho Gaclic School Society. The generality,
from the disuse of ordinances, or from never
having known them, had fallen into a state
of utter indifference or ignorance, accompa-
nied by those vices which spring from tho
unchecked tendencies of corrupt natere—so
that the Bible had hecome a sealed book,
and the Sabbath had ceased to be remem-
bered.

Their poverty was often extreme. A per-
son who visited some parts of the Island
said, “ I never witnessed such destitution in
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any part of Scotland.  In one house was an
old man, bedridden for two years, with just
one tattered rae over him. the snow then
drifting in between the logs of which the
house congisted ; his son-in-law, a poor crea-
ture. occupied most of his time in preparing
tivewood 1o prevent his freezmyg. The seai-
citr of blankets is a great evil—failies co-
vered with # few rags streteh themselves at
night round the fireplace, and one stares up
every other hour to throw a logon the tire”

No sooner was the suggestion made, that.
with & view 10 relieve the spritual destitutivn
2 missionary should he sent onrtitan Mrs.

Mackay cagerly adented it. Mr Farquhar
son was sent in 1833, and soon foiloxed by
wthers, as misconarics, or catechists, or teach-
ors, till, in 1837, or in the course of four years.
the poor and spiritnally destitute seulers in
Cape Breton were through the Ciristian per-
severance and energy of one individual. sup-
plied with four ministers, three cutechists,
and three teachers.®  The Seriptures in the
Gaclic language were also sent ; nor was the
improvement of their temporal condition
overlooked—hemp. cordage. und tackle. for
their use in fishung. being occasionally fur-
nished them.

It was thought best to send forth the
preacher of the gospcl, in the first instance,
23 & missionary to the whole Island, who, as
soon us another was found to succeed him in
that character. should be at liberty to become
the settled pastor of a congregation. Iu this
way adesire for religious instruction was -
wakened among thc people. and the spirits
of the godly were revived and quickened to
more aident desire for the bread oflile ; and
so great did this desire become, thatin the
expectation of a continuous sapply of minis-
ters, fifteen wooden churches were in a short
‘time erected, or in a state of forwardness.—
T'o all was imparted a desire for knowledge ;
so that, as in a natural cours~ of things. the
catechist aud teacher followed in the train
of the preacher of the Word. A gleam of
spiritual and temporal prosperity broke in
upon the gloom and darkness which had so
long overspread the people

‘The blessing of God scemed to resion the
undertaking. So viewing it, Mrs. Mackay
felt more strongiy the obligation to go for-
ward in the work.

We have said, that the supply of the
means of grace to the poor sertiers in Cape
Breton, was mainly through the instrument-
ality of Mis. Mackay, because it was the
fact, and because it shows what may be ac-
complished by an individual Christian faith-

*The ministers were—

Mr. Farquharson, . . . ... Middle River and
Margarce.

AMr. Stewart, ... ... - St. George's Chanucl.
[now at New Glasgow].

Mr. Fraser, .. . . .. Boularderie.

Mri;McLean, .. ... llogamie, in St.Peter’s

25,
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fully employing talents and vpportunities
with & view to a specitic object. ‘The peca-
niary means. indeed. were at first. to asmalf
extent only, her own (her own income be-
ing then of very hmited amount.) and were
chivfiy supplied by those, who, like herself,
fele that the gospel of Christ was the grand
remed)y for fullen and degraded man; butit
wis the same mind whieh had devised and
proceeuted the scheme, which also called
forth the sympathy, and secured the aid of
these Christian friends,

Tt wilt be readily admitted, that the a-
mount of Iabour in hringing the state of
Cape Breton under the notice of acquain:
tances. and those w hom she could reach tho?
their means—in selecting and obmining suit-
alle men to go there—in raising and eotlect-
ing funds—in transmitting these—in the ex-
tensive correspondence which these doing
oceasioned—must have been great. But this
was mainly undergone by Mrs. Mackay her-
self.

The mission continued to prosper under
the able and encrgetic superintendence ot
Mrs. Mackay, and abundant testimonies
might be given to the suceess with which the
Lord was pleased 1o bless her lahours—in
an awakening of those who had been in a
state of spiritual torpor 10 a sense of gruilt
and daneer—in a hungermg and thirsting
after the bread and water of life—in an appre-
cindon of the blessing of education—and in
a striking improvement of the externai man-
ners of the people. A traveller said—
“When 1 compare what T have seen in the
island with what I have heard of its formet
condition, I feel called upon 1o bear a wil-
ling tesumony to the gratifying results of
those labours of love; and am convinced.
that could the benevolent friends of the poor
islanders iu Scotland have participated with
me in the emotions awakened by what 1
saw, as well as what I felr, during my fivst
*Sabbath in Cape Breton;’ and could they
have witnessed. as 1 did, the beneficial iu-
fluence of the daily and Sabbath schools
which they have heen the means af estab-
lishing in‘ many  districts of the island, and
of the Libraries which have been founded
through their instramenuality, they would
not only consider themselves amply reward-
ed for all they have dong, but would thank
Ged, and take courage to increase their ex-
ertions in their truly noble course of Chris-
tian benevolence 2nd philanthropy.”

These excrtions were continucd by Mrs.
Mackay to the cnd of life with an untiring
zeal and energy.  Her last successful endea-
vour, in behalf of Cape Breton, gave her
wuch satisfaction—the  prevailing on the
Rev. Hugh Macleod Jate of Logie-Easter, in
Scotland. to remove to, and seitle as a mi-
nister in, the island. Mr Macleod had
known Cape Breton, in conscquence of his
having vistted it formerly, und took a deep
intercst inthe people.  The hope of his com-
ing 10 reside among them became the warm-
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est desite of the people, aud we have now
tte sutisfaction of eaying, that his arrival
was hailed with the liveliest expreasions of
joy and gratitude. both by them and his
friends in the ministry.

The following extracts from & letter from
Mr. Macleod on his arrival, give the most
recent information from Cape Breton :—

* Last Sabbath the sacrament of the Sup-
per was dispensed at Boularderie. The ut-
tendance was unusuaily large on ull the
days, but increasing daly till Monday, when
it was calculated that not fewer than 4000
were present. The weather was all along
most favourahle, except the Sabbath-day,
when it poured down rain in torrents. Ina
very short time every rivulet was swollen,
and. were I to judge from appesrances, I
would say that scarcely fifty people could
ventureout.  Mr. Fraser's house is abont four
miles from the place of mecting at ¢ Man of
War Point’ We procecded on horscback
at half-past tenin the forenoon, under heavy
rain. and founa the roads literally covered
with groups of people, who, although drench-
cd to the skin, were hasteniug to the place.
Every opening in the wood poured out hun-
dreds. The Brasd’or was covered with boats,
rome from West Bay, some from Malaga-
svatch and Hogmah, some from Badeque,&e.,
distances varying from forty to ten miles.—
As 1 passed along, 1 thought with mysclf
what wonld the people of Edinburgh, who
consider it an intoleraole hardship to walk a
quarter of a mile to church in such a day—
what would they say, were they to witness
the scene?  Drenched as they were, near-
iy 4000 sat down on the shore of the Great
Brasd'or to listen to the words of eternatl life,
and to commemorate the dying love of the
clorious Redeemer.  Surely it was nor mere
cnriosity that induced them to come out on
such & morning. We 1o sooner began than
the rain ceased; the clouds were stopped,
and the great cengregation had o acknow-
ledge openty, that God, indeed. regarded
then prayers, for when we concluded the
solemn work about five o'clock, the rain a-
«nin began. X observed verv many decply
impressed and broken-heartea appareatly.—
On Monday a stiil greater numnber attended
—atleast 4000. I do trust it was a time of
refreshing to moany, and a time of quicken-
ingtonotafewX ... ..

Notwithstanding what has heendoneinthe
way of cdueation, Mr. Macleod says much
remains yet to be done.

* Kdueation is far behind every where, and
sadly neglected. It won't do. We must
bestir ourselves.  Qur fricuds at howe will,
Trrust. helpus on.  We can make litle
progress without their assistance.  Thesin-
ews of war are wanting. 1 would reguireat
the least a catechist, an additional school-
master, and  some Bibles, hoth Gaelic and
English, for the breaking up. by the blessing
af God, of this wide nncultivated ficld. No
part of the colonies has heen more neglect-
ed, and at present nons it more intereeting.

10%

Next Bablath 1 fntend going to Catalone—
a distance of seventeen wiles at Jeaat”

Another encouraging circumstance, and
s the result of a preached gospel, has been
the desire of some promising young men to
be edncated forthe ministry. ‘Thisisa most
gratifying result. as it affords the prospect of
ruch a state of things heing realized in the
island, as can alone secure the permanency
of the ministry of the Word among an in-
creasing population.

The present mission staff is as follows .—

Middle River. Rev. A. Farquharson, wi-
pister; John Mackenzie. Catechist.
Murguree, Donatld Ross, Catechist.
Boul:zrderip. Rev. Jamnes Fraser, minis
ter; Duncan Macdonuld, eatechist; A Mun
ro, schoolmaster.

Malayawatch, Donald Mackay, catechist.

St. Ann’s, Donald Macleod. eatechist.

N.W. Arm, Angus Macdoneld, catechist.

St. Georye's Channel, Rev. M. Stewart, mi-
nister; Malcolm Maclcod. catechist; Willi-
am Mackenzie,schovlmaster; Abraham M-
Intosh, student.

Lochlomond, Angus Bethune, catechist,
~— Strachan, schoolmaster.

Broad-cove, Rev. John Gunn, minister.

South Sydney—Ayra— Catalone, Rev. Hugh
M:Leod, minister; Alexander Smith gnd
Jolm Macdonaid, students.

In addition to the ahove, there is Mrs.
M-Quarrie, who. besides the common ¢du-
cation of girls, teaches them sewing.

Though the Rev. Matthew Wilson, at
Sydney Mincs, does not now receive from
the funds of the mission (being provided for
by his people, the miuers), his settlement
there was mainly accomplished by Mrs.
Mackay. It is to be hoped that, in the
course of time, the people of Cape Breton
generally may be able to support their mi-
nisters, as the miners do—a class of people,
whose respectability is to be attributed to a
faithful ministry among them—but there is
this great differcnce, in the mean time, be-
tween them and othiers, that the miners re-
ceive good wages, while the rest of the po-
pulation are in very depressed circumnstan-
ces, and their poverty has of late beenaggra-
vated by successive years of fuilure of the
potato and other crops.

The Funds of the mission (owing proba-
hly to the multiplied demands on the Chris-
tian public at home) have not, for some
vears past. heen what they used to be; and
Birs. Mackay was, in consequence, obliged
to reduce the salaries of ministers, catechists,
and teachers, one half.  But it is hoped that
this statement will be sufficient to satisfy the
friends of the mission of the necessity of an
undiminished amount of support—so that
the work of the ministry may not be A
dered by ministers being obliged, in order to
maintain their families. to betake themselves,
as they have. in some instances, dono of
late, to the ploughing of the land with their
ows bands.
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SCIIEMES oI THE CHURCIL
The following collections have been re-
ceived :—
I. Sy~op Fexso.

Darunauth £1 3 3
Sackville g1 o
Murray iarbour and George

town. LI 1 8 7%
Boularderie 1 9 7}
Back Settlement, N. W. Arm,

Cape Breton 076

11 Cruneat Exrenses or CoLLEGE.

Students attending College last
Session £5 0 0
W. 8. StinniNe, Treasurer.

FREE CHURCIH COLLEGE
FOR THE
LOWER PROVINCES OF
BRITISH NORTH AMERTCA,
EMBERACING
NOVA &COTIA, NEW BRUNSWICK,
PRINCE LDWARD'S ISLAND, AND
NEWFOUNDLAND.

THE SESSION ofthis COLLEGE will
be opened, God willing, on TUESDAY,
the fourth day of NoveMBER, when the
Rev. ANDREW KING, PROFESSOR OF
TueoLocy, will deliver an Introductory
Address, in Chalmers' Church, at 7 o'dock
in the evening.

Students will be enrolled for the different
Classes immediately after the Introductory
Address is concluded.

Tueorogy axnp Cnuren HisToRy,
Rev. PROFESSOR KING.

MenTAL AND Moran PriLosoruy, wiTH
GENERAL AND CLASSICAL LITERATURE,
Rev. PROFESSOR LYALL.

Halifax, October 2314, 1851.

JOIIN ESSON & CO.
Corner of Duke and Barrington Streets.
GENERAL IMPORTERS & DraLeRs 1x
Flour, Meal, Groceries, Fish,
Fishing Supplies, West
India Produce, &c.
HALIFAX, N. S.
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Free Church of Nova Scotia.
CURRENT EXPENSES OF COLLEGE
AXD ACADEMY.

N terns of the Act of the Free Svnod of
Nova Scotia, anent_public Collections,
the Collection for the Current Iixpenses of
the College and Academy (that isthe rent,
and other expenses incident to the occupa-
tion of the premises), is to be made in all
the Churches and Preaching Stations of the
Free Church, on the Iirst Sabbath of
DECEMBER ; and it is expected therefore
shat Ministers, Probationers, and Catechists,
will give due intimation thereof on the Sub-
bath immediately preceding,.
Halifax, October 23rd, 1851.

No 16 Granville St. Halifax, N.§
A, & W, MACKIXLAY,
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

Booksellers” & Stationers,

HAVE constantly on hand a choice and
extensive astortment of BOOXKS AND
STATIONARY of every description, a-
mongst which are, Day Books, Journals,
Ledgers, and Memoranda Books; Pot,
Post, Foolscap. and every description of
writing papers, Note paper, Trawing paper,
Drawing and Comimnon Pencils, Bristol
Board. Nories Navigation, Thompson’s Lu-
nar ‘Tables, Mathematical Instruments,
Charts in great variety. Dilworth’s, Univer-
sal, Mavowr's, Murray’s, and Carpenter’s
Spellings. Murray’s Reader and Introduc-
tion, Lennies Grammar, Chamber’s Fduca-
tional Course, Chamher’s Journal, Cham-
ber’s Papers for the People, Bibles, Testa-
ments, Prayer Books, Slates & Pencils, Ink,
and Inkpowders, Framed Engravings—
A1so—an assortment of Salmon & Trout
Flies, Rods, Reels & Lines.

Morison's Universal Medicine,
Sold in Halifax, only by
A.& W. MACKINLAY,
General Ageats for Nova Scatia.
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