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ACELDAMA,

Aceldama. nom is material enough for gloomy thought,
and it is little wonder that its very name should
4 o of q :
BY THE REV. GEO. J. BOND, B.A. huve become associated, even apart from ‘ts

ancient fiery and unhallowed traditions,
tone hopeless doom of the eternally lost. = &
As the traveller pursues the winding path- = valley curves below one on the left around the
way past the tombs, in the Valley of Jehoso- | southern slope of Olivet, toward the east, and,
hat, he comes ere long to a striking point. | on the right, around Ophel, toward the west.
fore him the valley openr out, and just at its | In it are the Pools of Gihon, the U per Pool,
opening, half-built of squalid huts, half-bur- | some seven hundred yards from the Jaffa Gate,
rowed out of ancient tombs, is the filthy Arab | and the Lower Pool, less than a hundred yards
village of Silwam—the ancient Siloam—where | farther east. As one stands faaclng the valley,
vile dogs and even viler human beings render | Olivet rises in terraces on the left hand, while,
progress in that direction the reverse of pleas- | on the right, rise the abrupt slopes of Zion,
ant. Away in front the view terminates rn the | crowned with the serrated walls of the Holy
rocky hills, on whose nearer slopes lies the | City, which here present a rurticnhrly fine
traditional Aceld & gruesome region, | appearance, and reveal in their lower courses
where nature's laughter seems forever to have | some of the massive stones used by Hiram's
oeased. Indeed, all about in this Vale of Hin- | cunning workmen in the days of Solomon.
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TORONTO, JANUARY, 1801

New Series of Banner.

WE are sure that our readers will all be
greatly pleased with the enlarged and improved
seriesof the SUNDAY-80HOOL BANNER, The clear,
distinct, open-faced page and the bold headings
are a marked contrast to the rather crowded
appearance of the page herctofore. Thischange
will make the BANNER much more easy to
study, especially to those whose eyes are not so
good as they once were. We premised an in-
crease from 32 to 36 pages, and we have been
even better than our word, and have an increase
of from 32 to 44 pages. This, of course, means
considerable additional expense in the prepara-
tion of the BANNER, nevertheless, noadditional
charge is made. No effort shall be spared to
make it in every way deserving of the pat-on-
age of our friends, all of whom we wish, in its
best and highest sense, a very happy, useful and
prosperous New Year,

Hoxngst and courageous people have very
little to say about either courage or honesty.
Toe sun has no need to boast of his brightness,
nor the moon of her effulgence,

To Sunday-School Superintend-
ents, Officers and Teachers.

DeAr BreTHERN,—We beg earnestly to
solicit your co-operation in introducing our
new paper, *Onward,” into the senior classes
of our schools, especially in our larger schools
in towns and cities. Already many cheering
testimonies have been received of its adaptation
to such classes, and of its tendency to keep
them in touch with the religious life,of the
Church, and to retain them in the Sunday-
school. This it will do in many ways. An
interesting serial story, for instance, which
will appear from week to week, will tend to
insure regularity of attendance ; and the sug-
gestions for intellectual and religious activity
will help to develop in the young the spirit of
Christian earnestness in connection with Mis-
sion Bands and religious work that cannot fail
to train up & body of energetic workers in the
Church.

THE SUPERIOR ADVANTAGES OF OUR
GRADED SUNDAY-SCHOOL SYSTZM.

Some schools we find have not yet appre-
hended the superior advantages offered by the
new graded arrang t of our Sunday-School
periodicals. They seem to think that ‘On-
ward,” as a weekly, is dearer than Home and
School and Pleasant Hours taken together,
weekly ; whereas, though it contains aboutone-
fifth more matter, it is just the same price per

ear as those two taken together in quantities
ess than twenty. The illustrations also will
be more numerous and of a higher class. In
bination with Pl Hours it will give
a much greater variety and amount of reading
than could be procured for the same money
heretofere. Thus $22.00 would have purchased
fifty copies of Pleasant Hours and Home and
School, giving fifty papers every Sunday for a
year, while $21.86 will pay for twenty-five
copics of * Onward” every week and thirty-
nine of Pleasant Hours; giving sixty-four
papers of two sorts every week for a less price
than fifty papers of one sort a week cost pre-
viously.

Let the school appropriate for papers just
the same amount olp money as last year, and
if they will order in pro‘portion of twenty
‘“‘Onwards” to thirty ‘‘Pleasant Hours"
they will receive considerably more for their
money—a larger number and a greater
variety of papers than heretofore.

See full stat t and d tration of this
fact on page eight of ** Onward,” first number,

Subscriptions will be received at the rate of
50 cents each a year, in quantities over five;
for six months, 25 cents, or for three months,
12} cents each.

o R B Lk gl i S
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If it still be thought, in some cases, that the
school cannot afford to put a copy of ** Onward "
in the hands of each family represented in the
senior classes, it may, perhaps, be advantage-
ous to pay half such cost, or 25 cents a year,
asking the senior scholars to pay the other
balf.

We hape you will give one of these methods
a trial, as we ari fident that once introduced,
the advantages of the paper will secure its per-
manent retention. ‘ Onward” will be an
improved Home and School, issued weekly.
It will have copious lesson notes suitable fer
senior scholars.

This graded system is the result of much
thought and caretul study of the needs of our
schools and of the best methods to supply

them. & W 57 oot ™t 2 s
“ONWARD” EETTER AND CHEAPER
THAN 8. 8. LIBRARIES.

In no way can such a large amount of high
class reading-matter—fresh, crisp, intensely
interesting, of vital importance, and mentally
and spiritually stimulating—be supplied for so
small an amount of money. The eight pages of
“‘Onward " each week will be equivalent in one
yeartoover 1,660 octavopages;or, they willequal
nearly seven volumes of 250 pages each, which
would cost, if bound, about 75 cents each, or
$5.25 in all. This amount of reading w : be
furnished at the low price of 50 cents. It will
thus be seen that subscriptions to *‘ Onward ”
are by far a cheaper way of supplying our
schools with good reading than purchasing
libraries. e T s
Moreover, every line which enters *“ Onward "
is carefully guarded, and is designed to be
mentally, morally and spiritually helpful.
Amid the many excellent and admirable books

Hours for distribution together, and on altern-
nate weeks a number of ‘Onward.” This
will be very little different from the issue of
Pleasant Hours and Home and School as here-
tofore, at a very slightly increased cost. viz.:
24 cents for Plearant Hours, in quantities over
twenty, and 25 cents for ‘ Onward,” in quan-
tities over five. We recommend, however the
weekly edition of both.

HOW “ONWARD” IS RECEIVED,

Already numerous testimonials as to the high
appreciation of *Onward” have been received.

The Rev. Dr. PARKER, of Barrie, writes :—
‘I havereceived the first number of ‘Onward,’
your bright and spicy claimant for petronage
and perusal by the cherished young people of
our homes and Sunday-schools. Such a timely
visitant, convoﬁing matter of such vuiet{ and
excellence, with the promise of * much original
cerrespondence,’ and the prospect of the kind
of original articles you can produce or procure,
caunot long wait for a warm welcome and a
hearty appreciation by the large and promising
constituency to which it appeals,”

The Rev. Pror. Suaw, LL.D., of Montreal,
writes :—' ‘Onward’ comes to us a bright,
joyous representative of the better manhood
{:t to be. 1t speaks not only for the Epworth

ague, but for the whole movement of which
this is but a part, leading to the best, most
progressive, cheerful, intelligent type of Chris.
tian life the world has known.”

The Rev, D. C. McDowkLL, of Sunderland,
writes :—*“ I have examined the Sunday-school
periodicals, and am delighted with their fullness
and adaptability to meet the wants of our
schools. Certainly there will be no neeessity
to look for Sunday-school literature beyond our

found in our 8. 8. libraries it is a matter of
notoriety that there are often found a con-

own publi We can recommend them
with confidence as pure md‘ scriptural in their

siderable proportion whose moral teaching and
tendency do great disservice to religion. In
many cases they a%e utterly frivolous, and in
others are absolutely pernicious. The substi-
tution of carefully pondered reading, which
shall combine both interest and instruction,
and, above all, religious truth, will help to
solve the problem which many of the most
thoughtful and earnest of our superintendents
and teachers have felt to be a difficult one to
grapple with,

NO CHANGE IN CHARACTER OF
“PLEASANT HOURS.”

Pleasant Hours will retain the same popuiar
features which have made it such a favorite,
and carried its circulation up to over 60,000.
It will now come every week, thus keeping its
attractive serial fresh in mind, It does not
become a lower class paper. The scholars
will like it better than ever.

v If superintendents prefer, we will be happy
to send every fortnight two numbers of Pleasant

g, an y ted to furnish
the young mind with suitable instruction. A
large patronage must reward your labor. Iam
favorably impressed with the appropriateness
of the title o Kour last publication ; it seems
to be the watchword and crown of your pro-
gress—*‘ Onward.””

The Rev. Dr. Cornisn, of Hespeler, writes :
—“‘Onward;' it is just the thing needed for our
young people, and ought to have a large circula-
tion. Our Church now undoubtedly stands in
the first place in regard to its periodicals. In
number, quality and price, no other branch of
the Christian Church can compare with them.”

The Rev. E. Rosson, of New Westminster,
writes :—‘‘ I am pleased with the new venture,
‘Onward,’ and hope it may be a great help in
keeping touch with our young men and women,”

The Oitawa Citizen says :—The Methodist
Bock and Publishing House is to be congratu-
lated on providing for the young people of the
rising generation so excellent a weekly publica-
tion as ‘Onward,’ the first number of which
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has just made ite appearance. It is a cleanly
printed, well got up, eight page illustrated
paper, and is a marvel of cheapness at sixty
cents a year ; in clubs of five or over, only fifty
cents,”

The Guelph Herald says :—** The Methodist
Book and Publishing House makes another
stride forward in its popular periodicals. A
new paper for the youn, People with the pro-

Y:e name ‘Onward,’ an elﬁhc-pnge, well-
lustrated weekly, is issued at the low price of
sixty cents a year,”

The beat endcrsation, however, is that of
large orders. Grace Church, Winnipeg, sends
the first order for 160 copies of ‘Onward,’ in
addition to a full supply of Pleasant Hours and
the other papers.

Richmond Hill follows with an order for 100
copies of ‘O d.' If schools of similar size

er in like proportion ‘Onward’ will be still
more successful than any of our other Sunday-
school periodicals.

A few schools have objected to the ch

the services of more than 100 paid editorial co-
laborers.  Before the first copy was printed
there was expended upon this new book a sum
exceeding $300,000. apeA™

The page is considerably larger than in the
old Unabridged and is very clearly printed.
The black-faced type make the catch words,
moreover, very distinct. A feature of great
importance is the enumeration of synoyms with
their careful discrimination in connection with
all important words. The derivation of words
and their pr iation are fully indicated,
and their proper use is illustrated iy citations
from a very wide range of authors.

Pictorial illustration is more largely used
than ever by means of small, clear engravings
in the text and by classified list at the end of the
volume, covering 82 pages. In the numerous
departments of science the definitions and
illustrations are especially belpful, so that the
book really b almost a cyclopedia. The
different combinations of the word *‘photo-"
for instance, as photograph, etc., fill completely
two col , with 75 titles. The combinations

but so did also a number of schools when the
successive changes were made which have made
our Sunday-school periodicals so successful,

We again invite, dear brethren, your earnest
and cordial co-operation in endeavoring to fur-
nish for our )l'onng people everywhere the men-
tal and moral aliment whereby they may grow
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.
Give ‘‘ Onward,” and the new series of Pleas-
ant Hours a three-months’ trial, and we are
confident you will be pleased with the result.

The Sunvav-scnoor BANNER will not only be
much enlarged in size, but will be printed in
clear, bold, leaded type, a great improvement
on the previous method.

I remain, dear brethren,

Yours very faithfully and fraternally,
W. H. Wirarow,
Editor,
——ee.

Get the Best!

Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary. Quarto,
Ep. 2118, G. & C. Merriam, Springfield, Mass.
oronto : William Briggs, and Methodist Book
Rooms in Montreal and ghlihx. Price, $12.50;
indexed, $13.50.

We have used Webster’s Unabridged for 25
years and have always found it an exceedingly
reliable and satisfactory dictionary. Successive
revisions have kept it abreast of the advances
in philological science, but this new book is in
advance, we think, of every other. It is not a
mere revision ; it is a new book from cover to
cover ; printed from new plates, cast from new
tyrr. the whole reset, enlarged and improved,
bringing it in every department up to date.
It has not been a hurried revision ; it has been
in progress for over ten years and has engaged

of ““phon.” such as phonograph, cover 40
titles, and those of *‘ phos-" ae in phosphoius,
32 titles. These are but specimens of the very
careful treatment of the recent applications of
science.  Eight colored plates are prefixed
giving the official flags, seals, arms, ete., of the
nations of the world ; also a very full and suc-
cinct history of the English language by Prof.
James Hadley, LL.D., of Yale College; also
guides to pronunciation, orthography, ete.

A series of valuable appendices are added,
giving names of noted persons and places in
fiction and familiar pseudonyms, covering 31
pages ; a pronouncing gazeteer, a geographi-
cal dictionary of the world, containing over
21,000 titles, filling 95 pages ; a vncabuﬁry of
Greek and Latin proper names covering 19
pages ; quotati rom classical and modern
authors 12 pages, and a biographical dictionary
containing 10,000 names. So complete is this
latter that even the name of so humble an indi-
vidual as the present writer is included.

The whole book is a magnificent specimen of
book-making and book-binding—strong, firm
and flexible, with a patent leather index in the
margin. The price of this book in best style
is $12.50, with leather index, $13.50.

The definitions in important departments : as
architecture, botany, chemistry, geology, law,
mechanics, medicine, music, physiology, etec.,
have been revised by experts in these different
departments,

—_——

Oxe Sunday a boy who had always been
noted for his respectful demeanor observed a
rummy old citizen yawning on a street-corner,
and said to him, * Better not open your mouth
too wide.” * Why ?” was the surprised query.
‘‘There’s a luw against opening a saloon on
Sunday.”

o
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Holiday Books.

ThE extensive publishing house of Estes &
Lauriat, Boston, issue a fine series «f books,
not only for the holidays, but books suitabla
for the whole Kur around. One of the most
interesting of these to Canadian readers is Mr,
Hezekiah Butterworth's ** Zigzag Journeys in
the Great Northwest, or a Trip to the American
Switzerland.”  This is the twelfth volume of
these zigzag journeys, books which have
reached the enormous sale of 300,000 copies.
‘The present volume is the result of a tour
through Canada from end to end, and especi-
ally over the Canadian Pacific Railway and
through the great Northwest. It describes,
in a free conversational manner, the vast
extent and almost exhaustless resources of our
country. It is admirably illustrated with 120
engravings. No Canadian boy or girl can read
this account of his native land without a glow
of patriotic pride. Many quaint Iandisn
legends and anecdotes and stories are given.

Through Thick and Thin ; or, School Days at St.
E, . Edited by Lavrexce H. Fraxcis.
Estes & Lauriat. Boston. Pp. 224, Fully
illustrated.

This is an account of public school life in

England. It gives a sketch of the mischievous

ranks and escapades of a lot of lively boys at

rding school. Some vag humorous pictures

of the pillow fights and ¢ cketing exploits of

the boys are given. It will be enjoyed by our
boy readers.

Feathers, Furs and Fins ; or, Stories of Animal
Life for Children. KEstes & Lauriat. Bos-
ton. Pp. 279.

- ————
This is a very bright volume, full of short
sketches on subjects of natural history, in all
<countr es of the world. The illustrations, to
the number of 280, are particularly attractive
and are in th lves most interesting an
instructive. Some of the stories are really
<harming in their point and go ; with the good
morals they so often draw and the useful infor-
mation so profusely given. The cover itself
will fairly fascinate the children and the book
is well calculated to make us all wish we were
young in. We much prefer works like
these, which combine instruction with enter-
tainment, to those of narrative interest only,

Poky Clark. A Story of Virginia, By N. D,
BaoNeLl. New York : Hunt & Eaton. To-
. ronto : William Briggs. Pp. 232,

™ The most objectional feature about this book
is its hideous name. It is a rather cleverly
written story of life in the old Dominion.
The nefro dialects are very well rendered, and
some of the colored characters are very amus-
ing.
- (Continued on page 40)

FIRST QUARTER.

OPENING SERVICE.

I Responsive Sentences,

Supt. 1 was glad when they said unto me,
-t us go inio the house of the Lord.

School. Priy for the peace of Jerusalem 3
hey shall prosper that love thee,

Supt. Peace be within thy walls, and pros-
serity within thy palaces,

School.  For my brethren and companions’
akes, I will now say, Peace be within thee,

Supt. Because of the house of the Lord our
iod I will seek thy good.

I1. Singing,
III. Prayer.
IV. Reading Scripture lesson,

EESSON SHRVICE.

1. Class Study of the Lesson.
IL. Singing Lesson Hymn.
IIL. Recitation of Title, Golden Text, Out-
line, and Doctrinal Suggestion by the school in
wncert,

1V. Review and Application of the Lesson,
2y Pastor or Superintendent.

V. The Supplemental Lesson.

VI. Announcements (especially of the Church
service, and week-evening prayer-meeting).

CLOSING SERVICE,
L Singing.
1I. Responsive Sentences,
Supt. The Lord bless thee, and keep thee.
School. The Lord make his face to shine upon
thge, and be gracious unto thee,
Supt. The Lord i » his countenance upon
hee, and give th e.

III. Dismission.

. APOSTLES' CREED,

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker

of heaven and earth ; and in Jesus Christ His
unl{ Son our Lord : who was conceived by the
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
inder Pontius Pilate ; was crucified, dead, and
buried ; the third day He rose from the dead :
He ascended into heavén, and sitteth on the
cight hand of God the Father Almighty ; from
thence He shall come to judge the quick and
the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost ; the Holy Cath-
olic Church ; the communion of saints ; the
a:xlvomu of sins; the resurrection of the

y ; and the life everlasting. A men,
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[Jan, 4.

INTERNATIONAL

Authorized Version,
1 Kings 12. 117, [Commit to memory verses
12-14.)

1 And Re’ho-bo'am went to Eherchem: for all
h’n-el were come to She’chem to make him

ng.

2 And it eame to pass, when Jer’o-bo’am the son
of Ne'but, who wus yet in E’gypt, heard of it, (for
he was fled from the presence of king Sol’o-mon,
und Jer'o-bo'mmn dwelt in E’gypt,)

8 That they sent and called him. And Jero-
bo’am and all the congregation of Is’ru-el eume,
and spake unto Re’ho-bo’am, saying,

4 Thy father made our yoke grievous: now
therefore make thou the grievous scrvice of thy
father, and his heavy yoke which he put upon us,
lighter, und wo will serve thee.

5 And he said unto them, Depart iev. Jor three
days, then come aguin to me. nd the people de-

6 And king Ro’ho-bo’am eonsulted with the old
men, that stood before Bol’o-mon his futher while
be yet lived, and suid, How do yo advise that I
may answer this people?

7 And they spake unto him, saying, If thou wilt
be a servant unto this people this duy, and wilt serve
them, and answer them, snd speak good words to
them, then they will be thy servunts forever,

8 But he forsook the counsel of the old men,
whieh they had given him, and consulted with the
young men that were grown up with him, and
which stood before him

9 And he said unto them, What counsel give ye
that we may answer this people, who have rpoken
to me, saying, Muake the yoke which thy futher «id
put upon us llghtcr!

10 And the young men that were grown up with
him spuke unto him, saying, Thus shalt thou speak
unto this peoplo that spake unto thee, saying, Thy
father made our yoke heavy, but make tiou s¢
lighter unto us; tlius shalt thousay unto them, M,y
little finger shull bo thicker than my futher’s
loins.

11 And now whereas my father did Jade you
with a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke: m
father bath ehastised you with whips, ‘but I will
chastise you with scorpions,

12 89 Jer'o-bo'am and all the people came to
Resho-ho’am tho third day, s the king had ap-
poiuted, saying, Come to me again the third duy.

18 And the king answered the people roughly,
lluud forsook the old men’s counscl thut they guve
n§
14 And spako to them after the counsel of the
oung men, saying, My Lither made your yoke
eavy, and [ will add to your yoke: my father
aleo chastised you with whips, but 1 will chastise
you witl scorpions,
18 Wherefore the king hearkened not unto the

BIBLE LESSONS.

FIRST QUARTER: STUDIES CONCERNING THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL.
B. C. 975.) LESSON I. THE KINGDOM DIVIDED. [Jan. 4.
GOLDEN TEXT. Pride goeth before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a
fall. Prov. 16. 18,

Revised Version.

1 And Re'ho-bo’um went to She’chem : for all
2 Is’ra-el were come to She’chem tomak: Lim king,
And it camo to pass, when Jer'o-bo . the son

of Ne’bat heard of it, (for he was ot in Ergypt,
whither he had fled from the 1 <nce of king
Sol’o-mon, and Jer’o-boan it in E'gypt,

8 und they sentand called him | that Jer'o-bosam
and all the congregation of Is'ra-el came, and

4 spake unto Reho-bo'am, saying, Thy father made
our yoke gricvous: now therefore mako thou
the gricvous service of thy futher, and his heavy
yoke which he put upon us, lighter, snd wo will

5 werve thee,  And he suid unto them, Depart yet
for three days, then come again tome, Andthe

¢ people departed. And king Re’ho-bo’am took
counsel with the old men, that had stood before
Bol’o-mon his father while he yet lived, saying,
What counsel give ye me to return answer to-

7 this people? And they spuke unto him, say-
ing, If thou wilt be a servant unto this people
thisday, and wilt serve them, and answer them,
and spenk good words to them, then they will

8 be thy servauta forever, But he forsook the
counsel of the old men which they had given
him, and took counsel with the young men that
were grown up with him, that stood before him.

9 And ho said unto them, What counsel give yeo,
that wo may return answer to this people, who
have spoken tc me, saying, Muke the yoke that

10 thy father did put upon us lighter? And the
young men that were grown up with him spake
unto him, saying, Thus shalt thou say unto this
people that spuke unto thee, saying, Thy father-
made our yoke heavy, but make thou it lighter-
unto us; thus shalt thou speak unto them, My
littlo finger is thicker than my futher’s loins,’

11 And now whercas my futher did lade you with
a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoko: my
father chastiscd you with whips, but I will chas~

12 tise you with scorpions, 8o Jer’o-bo'am and all
the people came to Re’ho-bo’am the third day,

as the king bade, saying, Come to me again the

13 third day.  And the king unswered tho poople
roughly, and forsonk the counsel of the old men

14 whicl: they had given him; and spake to them
after the counsel of the young men, saying, My
father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to
your yoke: my fuiher chastised you with whips,
15 but I will chastise you with scorpions. 8o the
king hearkened not unto the people; for it was
a thing brought about of the Lorp, that he
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people; fr the cause was from the Lonn, that he
mlul;n !wrfnrm his saying, which the Lorp spuke
by A-hi‘jub the Shi’lo-nite unto Jer'o-bo'am the
son of Ne'bat,

16 8o when all Is’ra-el saw that the king heark-
encd not_unto them, the people unswered tie king,
savi ., What portion have we in Da'vid? neither
Aave we inheritance in the son of Jesme: to your
tents, O I¥ro-cl: now xee to thine own house,
David, 8o Is'rucel deparied unto their tents,

17 But ae for the chiliren of Ivr-el which
dwelt in the cities of Ju’d.h, Re’ho-bo'um reigned
over them,

|

TIME.—B.C. 975, PLACE.—S8hcchem, in
centrul Pulestine, RULERS.—Rehoboam, son
of 8clomon, King, by hereditary claim, of all Isra-
¢l, King of Judah (975-957 B. C.); Bhislak, or
Besonchis, King of Egypt; Rezon, King of Syria,
wt Damasens, DOCTRINAL SUGGES-
TION.—The fulfillment of prophecy,

HOME READINGS,
M. The kingdom divided. 1 Kings 12, 1-11,
7w, The kingdom divided, 1Kings 12,12-17,
W. Consideration for others, Rom, 12, 8-16,
Th. A New-year's song. [, 12,
£, Evil counsel, Prov, 15, 1-9.
&. Pride humbled, Isa. 2. 10-17.
8. The blessed nation. Pea. 83, 12-22,

LESSON HYMNS.
No. 118, New Canadian Hymnal,
Just as I am, without one plea.
No. 220, New Canadian Hymnal,
Try us, O God, and search the ground,
No. 219, New Canadian Hymnal,
More love to thee, O Christ,

DOMINION HYMNAL,
Hymns, Nos. 122, 228, 124,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. The Old Men’s Counsel, v. 1-7,

Why did Rehoboam go to 8hechem ¥

Who was Jeroboam ¥

Why had be fled to Egypt?

What was tiic complaint of the representatives of
the ten tribes

Were these men sincere 1

What churacteristic was displayed in Rehoboam’s
answer {

Can you name any of the old men whom Reho-
boam probubly firs. consulted 1

What is the true ideal of a governor

What may we learn from the old men’s adviee

‘Why is it wise to consult old people 1

might establish his word, whish the Loro spake
by the hand of A-hi’jah the Shi‘lo-nite to Jer'o-

16 bo’am the son of Ne’bat, And when all Is’ra-el
saw that the king hearkened not unto them, the
people answered the king, saying, What portion
have we in David ? ueither have we inheritance
in the son of Jes'se : to yourtents, O Israel : now
sce to thine own house, David. 8o lsrael departed

17 unto their tents.  But as for the children of 1s'-
ra-cl which dwelt in the cities of Ju'dah, Re'ho-
bo’um reigned over them,

2. The Yoang Men’s Counsel, v. 8-11.

What rort of counselors were preferred to the old
men ¢

Wit characteristic does this show 1

W hat sort of folly was manifested by tl:ese young
men {

‘What was meant by ecorpions?
3. The King’s Decision, v. 12-15,

How hud the king received the delegates on their
second visit .

Whose advice had be chosen {

Hlow were the Lord’s words fulfilled by this
action of Rehoboam's ?

Was Rehoboam perfectly free to do as chose
4. The Consequence, v. 16, 17,

Wihat did the peoplo sy after hearing the king’s
decision 1

When had this ery Leen uttered before !

‘What is the meuning of the seventeenth verse?

In what was Jeroboum thus far a proper exumple
for us?

In what three regards does Rehoboam’s d
stand as o warning

Practical Teachings.
Where does this lesson tench—
1. That delay is dungerous
2. That the tendency of power is to make men
despotic?
8. That n soft answer turneth away wrath
4. That when God is disregarded trouble comes ¥

Hints for Home Study.

1. Find out four remuarkable fucts iu the history
of 8heehem up to date,

2. Find some equally remarkable faets in its sube
sequent history,

8. Reud the history of Jeroboam up to this dute,

4. Find out all you can about the instrument of
torture known as a scorpion,

5. Ascertuin some
in their choize of counselors,

of Oriental h

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS, ’

1. The Old Men’s Counsel, v. 1-7,
Of what great gathering does the lesson tell, and
what was its purnose ?
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What fugitive in Egypt heard of this m\thenngi

Why had Jeroboam fled to Egypt? (See chap.
11. 40.)

‘What request did Jeroboam make of the king?

What was the king’s answer?

Of whom did the king seek advice!

What was the old men’s counsel !
2. The Young Men’s Counsel, v. 8-11.

How diil the king treat the old men's advice !

Of whom did he then take counsel 1

What question did he ask the young men?

How did they advise the king to answer!
8. The King’s Decision, v. 12-15.

Who came to the king as he had requested ?

In what spirit did the king answer the people

What wise saying of his father did he then dis-
regard? (Prov. 15. 1.)

Whose counsel did he reject?

What answer did he make

‘Why did he not hearken to the people !

By whom had the Lord made u promise, and to
whom ?

What was that promise? (See chap. 11. 81.)
4. The Consequence, v. 16, 17.

What reply did the people make to the king?

Where did they thengo?

Over whom did Rehoboam reign ?

What warning have we against a haughty spirit?
(Gorpex Texr.)

Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. To be careful of whom we take advice !
2. That kindness will win friends {
8, That harsh words stir up strife !

Home Work for Young Bereans.
Find what rort of home Rehoboam’s grandfather
chose for his counselors,
Find what Rehoboam’s futher had said about
counselors,

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

What great king built the beautiful temple ¥
Solomon.

Who became king when Solomon died? His
son, Rehoboam.

Where did the people of Israel come to crown
him king? To Shechem.

What did they first ask him to do? To lighten
their burdens.

Whom did Rehoboam consult aboutthis ! Some
wise old men.

What did they advise him? To be kind to
the people.

What did young men of the court advise' him?
To make the burdens heavier.

How did he show that he was a foolish kmg!
By taking their advice.

How did he answer the people? Roughly.

How didjhe say he would treat them? More
harshly than his father had done.

How did this make the people feel? Very
angry.

What did ten of the tribes do?  Set up a new
kingdom.

Whom did they choose for their king?! Jerow
boam.

What name was given to the new Llngdoml
Israel.

What tribes were left to Rehoboam? Judah
and part of Benjamin.

By what name wus this kingdom called?
Judahe

Words With Little People,
THE GREATEST THINGS IN THE WORLD 18 LOVE,

Do you wunt to change e¢nemies into friends?
Love them. Do you want to comfort sorrowful
pcople! Love them. Do you want to win souls
to Christ? Love them. * Love suffereth long,
and is kind,”

Whisper Motto.
The greatest of these is Lovk.

General Statement,

Rehoboum’s grandfuther, David, at the age of twenty-nine, had been erowned King of Judah eighty-
one years before the incident of this lesson, and recognized as King of all Isruel seventy-three years before
it. In the forticth yeur of his reign David resigned his scepter to Solomon. Solomon reigned from 1016
B. C. to 975 B. C., und now Rehot inherits his d But he is not permitted to take the crown
unchallenged. The empire won by the sword of David was composed of diff , never welded
into unity, and all ripe for revolt, with able leaders at Shechem, Damascus, and Edom. The ten tribes,
disaffected for many reasons, had chafed under the exacting rule of Solomon. They found a Jeader in Jer-
oboam the son of Nebat, a man of great ability, whose coming royalty had been a subject of prophecy.
Rehoboam wus compelled to come to 8hechem, the very mm of treason, to redress their grievuncu be-
fore he could assume complete control of his inherited hy. The agitat 1theird d
and the king weukly asked for three days in which to consider them, The old umwsmen whose wisdom
had strengthened the throne of his futher with one voice counseled politic gentleness and a promise of
reform, Moderation now, they said, would enthrone the king forever in the hearts of his people. But
Rehoboam turned from these wise counselors, and sought advice from the youths who had been his com-
panions in the palace. Ignorant of the true condition of affairs, and inexperienced in statedraft, they
bade him meet petition with arrogance, and crush rebellion with a cruel hand, This counsel was m
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accord with his own foclings. e followed it promptly in word, but fuiled to act with vigor, The oppor-

tunity was lost.

Solomon’s empire was rent in fragmonts ; a rival throne arose almost within sight of

the * pulace of cedurs ;” the subject monarchics revolted ; and the opportunity for Isracl to bocome the

wontrolling power of the East forever passed away.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Verse 1. Rehoboam,. Son of King S8olomon
and Noaamah, an Ammonite princess, Ile was at
this time probubly forty or forty-one years of nge,
though some biblieal scholars believe he was only
twenty -one. Shechem. A very ancicnt town in
central Palestine, It was so situated as to be a
natural gathering place, und had once, for a fow
years, been the capital of a little monarehy founded
by Abimclech., Rchoboam’s journcy from Jerusa-
lem was doubtless made by easy stages and with
lavish splendor. For. - A little word that shows
the power of the people. The king dare not re-
muin away from this gathering., All Israel.
The bulk of the northerly ten tribes, The ussem-
bly was doubtless a representative one. To make
him king. But evidently he had alrcady as-
cended the throne in Jerusalem. His coming to
Bhechem wus therefore of itself a concession, how-
ever unintentionul, to a tendency toward independ-
ence which the northerly tribes, and especially
Ephraim, had always shown, and which was
fraught with danger to the united kingdom, *The
scepter”” had been promised to Judah, but down to
the time of David nearly all the men who had ef-
foatively wiclded either nworJ or scepter had come
from Ephraim and M , or from Benjami
for ple, Joshua, Gid Debornh Abimelech
Jephthah, Samuel, and Suul Thew tribes Imd
maintained a separatc monarchy during the first
soven years and a hulf of David’s rule over Judah,
and the revolt of Bheba a few years later showed
how ready they were for rebellion. With clashing
interests and an inherited rivalry, they had ﬁ It the
taxes and drafts of Sol to be ex-
actions, und were disposed to assert their rights,
Remember that almost every incident of this emer-
gency hud been foretold ; the exactions of the king,
the supremacy of Juduh, the enthronement of Jero-
boam. (1) God’s words all come true.

2. Jeroboam. One of the most remarkable
characters in Hebrew history, Hewas an Ephraim-
ite, and popular with his tribe. Ilis great abil
ity had been early recognized by Solomon, who
made him superintendent over the taxes and labors
exucted from the tribe of Ephraim. Abijah the
prophet foretold his brilliant future. 1le secms to
have been lmplhanl in lnl ambitions, and prob-
ably pired | , who sought his
life and compelled him to flec into Exypt. Heard
of it. Of the political chaiges which began with
Bolomon’s death,

3. They sent and called him. Ils was an
-exceptionally able man, had been their ruler for
years, and had, like themselves, a griovance against

Solomon,  This call must have preceded Reho-
boam’s journey to 8hechem,

4. Our yoke, * Thesymbolof servile work."
—Bakr. Bev Deut, 28, 48; Lev. 26, 13 Jer. 28,
10, 11. B8olomon’s publio buildings hud been
erceted by luborers levied from the common people.
The great structures of the ancient Orient were
nearly all raised (18 many of our modern battles
are fought) by drafted men, and conscription is
never popular, Bolomon had done woise deeds
than this, however, e had introduced idolatry,
(2) Carnal men are more care¢ful for the body than
Jor the soul. (8) Kvery temptation is plausible to
the rebellious heart,

5+ Depart. (4) Hesitancy in action shows
weakness in character. 'The people departed.
The special commissioners who hud presented their
protest and petition to the king now withdrew, and
for three days the nation tas in suspense.

6. Consulted with the old men. Tius fur
Rehoboam acted wiscly. Statesmen trained under
David, with long and varied experience, were fitting
counselors for an inexpericneed king. Some of
their names may be found, probably, in 1 Kings
4. 2-6. How do ye advise. Cabinets and con-
gresses arc always puzzied when “ hard times”
come ; for ** common people " naturally look to the
government for relicf. Solomon’s luxury may
have brought about a financial erisis,

7. They spake. They well understood the
temper of the people. Had Rehoboam followed
their advice the ** evil day " might have been post-
poned. Be a servant. Not a weakling nor a
merely nominal king, but one who sought the
good-will of his subjects by first of all sceking
their interests. (5) 7e true master is the one who
serves, and the apparent follower is sometimes the
shrewdest leader. 'They will be thy servants.
A few kind words might have outdone all Jero-
boam’s plottings. With Israel united ull of David’s
oonquests might have been retained, the rising
power of Assyria have been held in check, the
house of David made dominant over all western
Asia, and a pure religion have taken the place of
the barbarous idolatry of Tyre and Babylon,
(8) Fidelity to God and gentleness to men give

er.

8, 9. He forsook the counsel, Ilix kingly
humor was bent on despotism. (7) Weak peopls
are apt to be overbearing. Consulted with the
young men. They had probably been brought
up in the seclusion of the palace harem, and were
without sympathy for the hard-pressed people,
Like the nobles of France under Louis XV,, they
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said, ** After us, the deluge!” What counsel ?
(8) People are apt to ask for the advice which suits
their own inclinations.

10. The young men. The whole realm eould
not have furnished morc foolish counselors than
these; but their counsel found favor with the
king. Thy father made our yoke heavy.
The temple, royul palaces, fortifications, nqueducts,
and public roads had been built by Solomon with
lavish expenditure. Doubtless his treasury wus
drained, and not i bubly there was much inci-
dental oppression. Make thou it lighter. By
a less expensive government, and a return to the

privileges of the people as well as the prerogatives
of the king. My little finger, ctc.
current proverb,

11. I will add to your yoke.
aristocrats regarded the people as slaves to be held,
not as ecitizens to be governed. I will chastise
you with scorpions. This is also suppo-cl to
have been a proverbial expression, It may ullude
to an ancient instrument of torture, called a scor-
pion because it had as many stinging lashes as the
reptile has legs, or it may refer to the reptile itsclf,

12. The third day. (9) J¢ is well to take time
Sor thought, but it is better to use it wisely.

13, 14. Ansivvered the people roughly.
In an imperious, despotic munner, How different
from the manner of his grandfuther David, who
“ bowed the hearts ofall ” the people, and won them
by his gentle words! (10) Nothing is cver loat, and
often much is gained, by a kind ard courteous man-
ner. Forsook the old men’s counsel. e de-
termined upon u course of bravado and threatening,
when he had no power to curry out his threats,
sgince, after all, he was entirely dependent upon the
people, for there was no euflicicnt standing army
to compel obedicuee to his behests. I will add
to your yoke. Rehoboam, like 8aul, sought to
rule “ like the kings of the nations around,” a8 an
absolute monarch, and not as the representative of
God, whose will was to be interpreted by the
prophets. (11) J¢ is never safe for God's people to
oopy the custems of the world,

15. The cause was from the Lord.
These events, wrought out by human pussions, ams
bition, and selfish y in which Rehob , Jero-

Probably a ‘
| and 14, and 2 Chron, 9. 29,
These young |

boum, and the people sl were guilty, God over-
ruled for the accomplishment of his own spiritual
purposes, e had foreseen the result and provided
for it, and predicted it by the mouth of hi< prophet.
Ile did not make Jeroboam rebellious nor Rehoboam
tyrannieal, but he ordained that through their acts
Liis purposes of salvation hould not be thwurted,
but promoted. (12) How blessed it is that an Al-
mighty Hand and an Omniscient Eye directs this
world's affairs. By Ahijah the Shilonite.
This was o prophet living ut Shiloh, the ancient
home of the tabernacle. He had foretold to Solo-
mon tho sundering of his kingdom and to Jeroboam

“oonstitution ” of Samucl, which recognized the ; lis coming royalty. Afterward he gave other pre-

| dictions less pleasant to Jeroboum, and wrote a his-

tory of Bolomon's reign, Bee 1 Kings, chaps, 11

16. When all Israel. llere, as in many
other places, *“all Isracl ™ means the ten tribes, as
distinguished from Judah and Benjamin, We can
trace this separation of interests at least as early as
the reign of Sanl (1 Sam, 18, 16), who wus perhaps
chosen a8 the result of a ccmpromise between the
two great tribes. David tried in vain to harmonize
the tribal relations, and ulmost lost his throne in
the attempt, for Absalom’s rebellion arose on the
side of Judah, ayd Sheba’s on the side of Israel.
Sol di 11 lary-lines in his rule, but.
could not break down the old tribul feeling, a
“state rights” sentiment, which finaily severed
the kingdom. What portion have we in
David? The moo of rebellion sixty years be-
fore (2 Sum. 20, 7) was aguin the ery of the peo-
ple. It meant, ** We have no interest in the family
of David.” The son of Jesse. The name by
which David was often referred to, To your
tents, O Israel, A populur war-cry, dating
hack to the days of the exodus, Israel departed
unto their tents, The reprsentatives dispersed
with war-like purposes,

17. Which dwelt in the cities of Judah.
Such families of the tentribes as had settled within
the tribal limits of Judah, especiully the Timeon-
ites. whose territory had been taken out of Judah.
on the south, and who, from their close connce-
tion with that tribe, and their separation from
the others, were compelled to submit to Reho-
boam,

CAMBRIDGE NOTES.

BY REV. JAMES HOPE MOULTON, M.A,

In this familiar story the political student will
finl most of the conditions transpurently clear,
For centurics past the nation had been divided in
reality, though not in name, Ephraim and Judah,
like Athens and Sparta, could uvnite for a great
national enterprise, ard the personal foree of a born
leader could reconcile them to a single monarchy,
though occasional outbursts reminded the states-

man that a voleano slept bencath this seeming
peace. Forty years of magnificent servitude had
now dulled the people’s memory of their hero-king.
A great man’s strength or a greater mun’s gentle-
ness might have held the throne for David's
dynasty. There xucceeded one of the sorriest fools
that ever strutted in tlie purple, dowered with the
obstinate, sclf-lnportant stupidity of the first:
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Charles Stuart and the wickedness of the second,
An ustute and energetie representative of the peo-
ple formulated their just d ds, and on their in-
solent rejection he was marked out by every natural
qualification fir the vacant throne. Scores of sim-
ilar rovolutions have been brought about by forees
of this kind, But here we are bidden to recognize
another furce, an ever present fact which historians
of this world are wont to ignore. The event was
“from Jchovah.,” B8olomon had gone aside to
idols, and his people had followed him. His state-
eraft required that vast harem of “ fair idola-
tresses” and the worship that wus to appesse
deities whose peoples he conquered. Now eame
the nemexis, teaching the heirs of his magnificence
that idolatry meant weakness and obscurity. And
80 it fell that centuries of insignificance and suffer-
ing preparcd the way for a Son of David whose
kingdom knows not revolution or decay.

Verse 1. For all we know to the contrary,
Rehoboam was Bolomon’s only son (two daughters
are mentioned, chap. 4. 11, 15), and this would
explain his undisputed accession. His name, * en-
largement of the people,” is characteristic, How
bitter the irony of it must have been to Solomon
when he knew that the son of his far-reaching
dreams was born to rend and not enlarge his king-
dom! The heir-apparent’s succession was evi-
dently taken for granted in the Davidic eapital, and
regarded as conditional among the northern tribes,
As with Ssul (1 8am, 11, 15), a “renewing of the
kingdom” took place, and was naturally fixed at
Shechem, the chief city of the great tribe of
Ephraim,

2. The variatious of Chronicles and the LXX.
make some changes of text probable, implying that
Jeroboam stayed in Egypt till Solomon’s death,
returned then to Zereduh (chap. 11, 26), and was
summoned thence by the people.

3. Congregation. Through representative
elders,

4. We are instinctively earried back to the time
when the prophet foretold all this to a former gen-
eration who clamored for a king, See 1 Sam. 8.
10-22.  Bolomon’s magnificent public works were
mainly for the glorification of the eapital of Judah,
and the forced labor on them naturally irritated the
men of Isrucl,  Jeroboam kad been overseer of the
Ephraimites, and knew their feelings well,

B,y 6. The king scems to have asked for the three
days in order to bring his advisers down from Je-
rusalem, Stood before. Comp. chap. 10, 8317,
1, ete, It is the regular phrase to deseribe the ut-
titude of an inferior awaiting his lord’s corumand.

7+ Tho old men’s counsel, as given in this narra-
tive, has an appearance of astutcness which is prob=
ably to be understood as an appeal to expediency
such as would impress the sclfish young monarch,
The chrunioler gives it an air of sincerity which
soems natural in men who had imbibed Bolomon’s

spirit. That great king scems te have ruled
severcly rather to make his people great than to
scrve mere sclfish ends. Be a servant. It is
the earthly counterpurt of the greut priuciple of the
kingdom of heaven (Mark10. 43, s7.). Answers
That is, grant their demand. Forever. lHcbrow,
“all the days,”” a very effective contrast to the
‘““this day,” during which he was to swallow his
pride. As in Matt, 28, 20, the phrase is far more
foreible when literally rendered.

8. ““ We are none of us infullible, not even the
youngest ""—to quote a famous Cambridge dignitary
lately deceased. It is tolerably certain that
Rehoboam and his well-matehed counselors were
really what we should call * young men,” for the
age assigned him in chap. 14. 21 (placing his birth
before Solomon’s accession), is palpably a copyist’s
error,

10. That were grown. Note how effectively
this repeated description brings out the hint that
their counsel was the reflection of Rehoboam’s own
mind, The advice of these spoilt children needs
no comment beyond the facts of past and present
history, Three thousund years have not yet slain
the idea that government has rights but not duties,
Is thicker than. What exquisitely ludicrous
fluittery !  Rehoboum doubtless relished it, bus
even he found h If qual to repeating it.
See verse 14.

11. Solomon’s authority had been so absolute
that they took it to rest on the people’s weakness
rather than on the king's strongth, and so thought
to cow them by an exhibition of firmness, Such
policy needed a stouter instrument than a *lath
painted to look like iron.” Scorpions, Some
scourge like the brutal Roman flagellum seems in-
tended (comp. Matt. 27. 26), made of thongs
knotted with lead and picces of bone, and very
uptly named after ihe scorpion. It does not fol-
low that Solomon’s foreed lubor was literully done
under the lashj the phrase is a vivid figure to de
scribe & severe government,

15. A thing brought about. A striking
word, answering to our *turn of affairs.” But
perhaps Kigstermann is right in translating it “in-
fatuation,” a judicial blindness like Pharaol’s,
As 80 often in Seripture phraseology, the fuct is
stated after the munner of men. The writer did
not think, we may be sure, that this wicked an-
swer was prompted by Jehovah, though he puts it
asif it were, In all such cases God leaves his laws
to work their own fulfiliment. Solomon’s luxury
and idolutry educated his son into the temper
which was to werk the penalty of the father's sin,
By the hand of. A common Ilchraism to de-
note the instrument or means. Shilonites The
List allusion to the now deserted holy place. For
Alijah see the last chapter (notes thercon in the
Jourwvat, December 22, 1889).

16. Al Israel. The revolt is national, for
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Judah was only a remnant for many years to come,
What portion....? A fumiliar insurrection
ory. Sce 2 Sumn, 20, 1, It expresses alicnation from
Duvid and lus dynasty, lords of a tribe and not of
the nation, who will henceforth have * ncither part
nor Jot” with them. To your tents, Possibly
a formula of revolt first heard in the old nomad
times, but appropriate on this occasion, with so
many from ail parts crowded into one town
and doubtless living in tents, The phrase eried
truce to further parley, and proclaimed open rebel-
lion. Now see to, The LXX. reads, *Now
shepherd thine house,” which has considerable
point in a earcastic address to the shepherd king.
In any case the emphasis is on *thine,” an em-
phasis not unlike the words of our Lord in
their true form, “ Behold your house is left unto
youl” The “house” is not, however, as there,
the temple ; David’s own tribe, no more the people
a8 n whole, are the * liouse” he is bidden sce to.
17+ This seems to describe the Levites, Benja-

ini 8i ites, and b of other tribes

who huiapened to live in Judal’s territory.

The Lesson Council.

Question 1. What were the causes of the sudden
vollapse of Solomon’s empire ?

There were in operation what are ealled natural
<causes, which are, after all, only God acting nccord-
ing to the eternal laws of righteousness, which or-
«lain that virtue conserves and vice destroys king-
doms as well a8 individual men. Bat the cause
behind all others was the immediate divine net ful-
filling God’s warnings, repeatedly given, that the
disobedience and sin of the king should bring dis-
ruption of the kingdom. The theocracy hud been
merged in the kingdom, yet God was still in a
special sense the King of Israel, and as such might
and did specially interpose his power to destroy,—
Joel W, Eaton, 8.1.D., Albany, N. Y.

Four causes in particular may be mentioned :
1. Commercial. The business which Solomon car-
ried on with other nations was regal, not national ;
and while it enriched the king it impoverished the
people. Permanent prosperity is only possible
where wealth is distributed. 2. Jlitical. Solo-
mon’s was an absolute monarchy. Ilis government
was not divided or shared. Strong capable men
were not given any place in his councils, and at
his death the nation fell to picces. 8. National,
Exccssive taxation aroused general discontent,
Oppression and poverty had undermined the faith
and loyalty of the people. Revolution follows hard
upon unfair legislgtion. 4. Religious. Solomon
removed God from the statute book, and with God
taken away nations and laws fall into a sand-heap,
. Wesley Johnston, D.D., New York City.

1. His reign was begun in the spirit of revenge

and eruelty., Witness the cxecution af Adouijuh,
Joub, and Shimei (1 Kings 2. 34-46). 2. The re-
ligious foundations of the empire were weakened by
his alliance with foreigners who brought their idol-
atrous worship with them. Solomon himself be-
came an idolater ; hence the fite of which he was
warned (1 Kings 9) befell his house, 8. Solomon’s
extravagances hed exhausted the material resources
of the people (1 Kings 4. 22, 23, 26; also 1 Kings
10. 22-27). Allthis surely was ground for the com=
plaint to Rehoboam, *“Thy father wmade our yoke
grievous,” Hence, when Rehoboam rcfused their
just demund, what wondcr that they ericd, ** Now
see to thine own house, David!"—Rev, H, W,
Ewing, B.D., Origfidd, Md,

Analytical and Biblical Outline,

The Elements of Success Shown by a Faile
ure.
I. PoruLAr SyMpATHIES,
1. Our yoke grievous. .. lighter. v. 4.
“ Bear ye one another's burdens.” Gal. 6, 2.
2, 1 will add to your yoke. v. 14.
“This wisdom....is carthly, sensual.” Jas.
3. 15.
11. Wise CounsgLons,
1. Consulted with the old men, v. 6,
“ With the ancient is wisdom.” Job 12, 12
2. Forsook the old men’s counsel, v. 18,
* Woe unto....wise in their own eyes.” Isa,
5. 21.
111, Rient A1us.
LBe a servant unto this people, v. 1.
** Chicfest among you....servant.” Mark 10,
43, 44,
““Took upon him the form of a servant.” Phil,
5.7 .
1V, GENTLE MANNERS,
1. Speak good words to them. v.1,,
‘A soft answer turneth away wrath,” Prov,
15, 1.
2. Answered the people roughly. v. 13,
“Be not hasty....to be angry.” Eeccl. 7. 8, 9.
V. Goon CoMPANIONS,
The young men. .. .with lim. v. 8.
“ Walketh with wise men....wise.” Prov, 13,
20.
¢ Evil communieations corrupt,” 1 Cor, 15, 83,
VI. Tuk Fear o¥ Tue Lorp.
The cause was from the Lord. v. 15,
“Commit thy works unto the Lord.” Prov.
16, 8.
“Trust....und do good.” Psa, 87, 8.

Thoughts for Young People.
Lessons From Rehoboam’s Blunder.

In one’s hour of weakness one's enemy may ba e~
pected,  Whoever else will be tardy, he will be * on
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time.” This is as true of spiritual enomics as of
secular rebels,

Men determined to carry out their own plans are
s lly not scrupulous in their st

AU “glory™ has to be paid for. The splendor
of Bolomon’s carcer was made possible by the
grievous yoke put upon the people.

‘A soft answer turneth away wrath.” Kind and
considerate words are always timely when com-
plaints have been made,

Young people are especially exposed to the temp-
tation of inconsiderate self-nssertion, These young
men simply wanted to “put on airs” and let the
poor people know that the court was stronger than
they. They all learned a lesson before the week
was up.

The tendency of power is to make men despotie,
and the tendency of unearned wealth to make men
hard-hearted.

“ Delay is dangerous,” and a * double-minded
man is unstable in ull his ways.” The king mani-
fested weakness when he told the people to depart
for three duys. A vacilluting enemy is never feared,

Lesson Word-Picture,
BY REV, E. A. RAND,

The people want to make somebody king. Who
shall it be? Look! What a multitude! And here
he comes, Bolomon’s sucecssor, riding in his
father's gorgeous ofariot, What a princely body-
guard, what valiant soldiers, rank upon rank!
How like a gaudy flower out of a xhowy garden-bed
rises that swarthy king, clad in gold and purple,
all about him a crowd of richly robed attend-
ants! The people to make him king swarm
before him. They crowd. They jostle, They
seem almost ready to shout, “Live forever, O
king!” But who is it among the people that is so
conspicuous? e has a splendid bearing, a stal-
wart frame, a magniticent presence. He is intelli-
gent, ho is ambitious, he is decp. That mant
8olomon knew and feared him as Jeroboam. Like
a savage beust Jeroboam was hunted out of Judea,
and he fled for his lifo to Egypt. Herehe is though,
Bolomon is dead ; Jeroboam is ulive. Solomon be-
queathed to Rehoboam Y.ouses and lands, fields and
vineyards, citics and plains, navies and armies, and

Jerol ! But not Jeroboam hiding away in
Egypt; it is Jeroboum stalking boldly in S8hechem.
Look out, Rechoboam! Go softly! Deal gently !
Speak prudently ! But listen, O monarch with the
crown of gold and robes of purple! Tho people
have something to say to you,

Whatt

Murmuring, fault-finding, desirous for a rodress
of gricvances and not ready to ery, * Live forever,
King Rehoboum ! " Jeroboam, too, ing to the
front, and haughtily hing his gri ]
The king’s brow wrinkles with wrath, However,

he lays yoke on his anger, and, reining in his pride,
bids them come ugain in tiree days,

Three days to talk it over, and three nights to
slecp over it. Three days toresolva imprudently,
and three nights to undo the imprudence, Three
days in which to tuke counsel, and three nights in
which to digest the counsel. But who shall advise ?
How the gray-beards gather about the king! How
mild and paternal their adjectives of government !
How wise the relationship they advise : * You be u
servant to this people, and then they will be thy
servants,”

How the black-beards gather about him! How
rough the words they use in describing measures of'
government: ** A heavy yoke ;" “whips ;" “clas-
tise ;" “scorpions,”

The three days go by, the three nights also, O
Rehoboam, in your dreams do you ever see an old
prophet, one Ahijuh? Do you see him, as your
father must have described him 10 you, tearing up u
certain garment into twelve pieces, giving Jeroboum
ten? If so, you forget it when you meet the people
again,

Your heud is stiffly set.

Your brow is wrinkled deep,

Your eyes flash fire,

Your voice is harsh,

Your speech is about whips and scorpions and
yokes,

The black-beards have out-generaled the gray-
beards,

But, 0, whata shout of anger arises from the peo-
plel What a proclamation of rebellion! What a
storm of defi ling and ping on, i+ whirl-
wind of wrath and revolt ! And in it all is heard
the solemn voice of Ahijah, saying to Jeroboam,
“ Take thee ten picces!”

By Way of Illustration.
BY JENNIE M, BINGHAM,

“ AUl srael were come to make him king.” One
of the moitocs on the walls of the temple at
Delphos wus, *‘Know thy opportunity.” Rcho-
boam failed to know that this was his opportunity
to win back the people to his reign. Opportunity
is like a fuvoring brecze springing up around a
suiling-vessel. If the sails be all act, the ship is
wafted onward to its port ; if the sailors are asleep
or ashore, the breeze may die again, and when
they would go on they eannot. Wise men have
their sails set for opportunitics.

** Qonsulted with the old men.” One generation
benefits another, much as the Indian chief benefit-
ed his tribe,  Whenever he reached a dangerous
bog in the swamp, he would put up a stuke to
mark the spot,

“Jf thow wilt be a servant unto this people.”
Men have become great in proportion as they huve
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served humanity, Tho boy is but a shepherd;
but he hears from his panic-stricken countrymen of
the giant champion of their cnemies, He takes his
sling and goes down to save them, 1le is soon a
mulitary leader and the king of his country. Paul
and Luther and Washington and Lincoln became
worthy of honor by the same law, They served
their generations.  And a greater than ull deelared,
¢ I am among you as he that serveth.”

The steam-ship Great Fastern is known only
as o great failure, because on her fow rips she
came and went comparatively empty, having
been a dead loss to her owners, while smaller ves-
sels Juve become really famous because of the
number of people they have served,

“ The king hearkened mot unto the people. A
poor old woman had often attempted to obtain a
hearing before Philip of Macedon, The king at
lust told lier he did not have leisure to hear about
her wrongs. * No?” excliimed she, * Then you
have not leisure to be king.” Philip was con-
founded. Ie pondered over her words, listened to
her story, and made it a rule of his conduet ever
afterward to listen attentively to his subjects.

Golden Text. Tuke for example the four proud-
est rulera that ever sat upon a throne: 1. Alexun«
der, when ho had so completely subdued the
nations that hie wept because there were no more to
conquer, ut lust sct fire to a eity, and died in a
scene of debauch, 2. Hannibal, who filled three
bushels with the gold rings taken from the slaugh-
tered knights, died at last by poisen admiristered
by hisown hand, unwept and unknown ina foreizn
land. 8. Cmsar, having conquered eight hundred
oities and shed the blood of one million of his
foos, was stabbed by his best friends in the very
place which had been the seene of his greatest tri-
umph, 4. Napoicon, after being the scourge of
Europo and the desolater of his country, died in
banishment, conquered and a captive,

On the eve of Napoleon's departure for his
Russian campaign he detailed his schemes to a
noble lady ®o arrogantly that she tried to check
him, saying, “Sir, man proposes, but God dis-
poses,” * Madam, 1 propose and dispose to,”
tho emperor havghtily replied. A few months
later the disastrous retreat from Moscow, and the
loss of his crown, army, and liberty, vindicated
the power of God.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Begin by drawing a sketeh-mup of Solomon’s
empire from the Red Sea to the Euphrates, 8how
tho spaco occupied by the twelve tribes, and indicate
the location of Jerusalem and Shechem....Bring
out by questions the story of the lesson, and hy
lines on the map show how Solomon’s empire was
destroyed and Israel divided...,Lessons from
Rehoboam: 1, Every youth is a king—of oppor-

tunities, possibilities, influence, cte. 2 Every
youth comes to his kingdomn to face dangers—past
mistakes, serious questions, temptations, ete. 3.
The wise youth will profit by the experience of
others, especially of the wise and old. 4. The
foolish youth secks advice from those whose voices
are the cchoes of his own opinion. 5. Youths
«hould cultivate sympathy with humanity. 6.
Young people should he courteous and gentle....
A more textual treatment is suggested by the
Analytical and Biblical Outline, If it be followed,
let the texts be searched and read by members of
the cluss. ... History is full of anulogies to the times
of Rehoboam (for example, England under Charles
1., France under Louis XVI.,and Russia now), and
common life in eity and village will present many
resdy illustrations,
References.

Foster's Cyororepia, Ver. 6: Prose, 45, 1115,
11165 Poetieal, 542,  Vers, 8-11: Prose, 47, 1112,
1114, 1117, 6358, 6839, 6239, 4677, 4679, 4184, Ver.,
14: Prose, 7591, 5215, 5276, 5277, 6017 ; Poetical,
1981-1984, 4688, 4676, 4680, 11175,

Blackboard,
EHOBOAM'S IVUSTAY\E.

Al R:\rJJS Th

\

He NesLecrep He KEY TONE

AND THE ARCH FE

ExeranamioN, The key-stone is the stone in the
center of the arch that binds it together. On the
blackboard isthe arch representing thotwelve tribes
of the Israclites. Whenever they put their trust in
God, and made him the center of their national life,
they were blessed beyond measure, and prospered.
He was the key-stone, Rehoboam took counsel of
men, but not of God, e ignored the mighty key=
gtone, and tried to put himself in its place, conse-
quently the areh fell apart, and the twelve tribal
stones were separated.  No one spoke of God, The
people eomplained about taxes ; the old men coun~-
seled worldly-wise forbearance, and the young men
advised oppression,

Thix is the great mistuke made by many young
people starting out in life, They do mot take
counsel of God, There is no friend like Jesus,
Make him the eenter of your life, and he will uphold
you, guide you, bless and save you.
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Primary and Intermediate.
BY MARTHA VAN MARTER.

The beginuing of u new year eulls us to remember
that ““the time is short ' —these swift-flying months
or years in which it may be given us, by God’s help,
to write lessons on little hearts that may endure
forever,

It is a solemn thought that to us this grace is
given, and one that ouzht to send us humbly and
constantly to the God of all wisdom for both man-
ner and matter of our Jessons,

Whatever we may teach or fail to teach in this
year 1891, let us not fail tosct forth before the chil-
dren, in season and out of seas'n, that the only way
in which any one can show that lie really believes
in God is by expressing him in the comtmon acts of
life; by being honest, gentle, patient, obedient,
kind, beeause God is all this and infinitely more;
and that this great Lving God is a loving God, as
much interested in a ehild’s doings as in the ereation
of a world, If we ean suceced in muking our little
ones sce that God is in them, wuiting to be ex-
pressed in their every-day acts, this will indecd be
a * year of our Lord " to those whom we teuch !

Lessox Tuovenr. Sin separates from God.,

Introductory, Make twelve spaees on the board,
Number these, letting the ehildren call the numbers
as you write them, Tell that these may represent
the twelve tribes of Israel, und surround them by a
«circle, on the circumference of which print, * One
Kingdom, Solomon, King.” Talk a little about
8olomon, und tell how in his old age he let self
come before God.  Instead of making God known
by his acts, he made Solomon known. This ulways
leads to trouble, whether it be a child or a king
that does it, for it is disobeying God, who raye,
“ Thou shalt have no other gods before me,”  Self
must not tuke God's place.  8how how letting self
rule makes us selfi<h, unkind, and unloving, It
made Solomon unkind to his people. Ile made
them pay heavy taxes and work like slaves for him,
At last Solomon died, and the people said they
would ask the new king to make their burdens
lighter,

Print ** Rehoboam.” Ile was Folomon’s son.
How can we learn if he was a good man and would
make a good kingt By seeing what he did. Read
from the Bible, * Even a child is known by his
doings” (Prov. 20, 11).

Pin a erown to the board, The people of Israel
had come to 8heehem to make Rehoboam king,

Jeroboum, a brave man, went at the head of a
band of Israclites to ask if Rehoboam would make
their burdens lighter. They were not bold and
haughty to the new king., They said they would
serve him if he would be kind to them, only they
asked that their heavy yoke might be made
lighter.

The king seat them away to wait three days. Ile
wanted to usk some one what to do,  He did not

ask God. 'This shows that he did not put God first,
He asked some wise old men, They told him to be
kind to the people und promise to make their yoko
lighter. Ile did not like this advice, #o he talked
with some proud young men, who told him to tell
the people that he would treat them more harshly
than Solomon hud done. Thix pleased Rehoboam,
and on the third day he answered the peoplo
roughly, suying, * My futher chastised you with
whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions,”
Then the people wero angry, and said they would
not serve such a king, Cut off with a light mark
ten of the spaces in the ecircle. Let the children
count these to show how many tribes left Reho-
boum and took Jeroboam for their king, and so the
kingdom was divided,
What divided the kingdom ¥
Siv.  Reholhonm was proud,
i self~willed, xelf-loving. Just
i 4 SEAE what separated him from his
'SEPAH"‘”’““ people scparates from  God
ISR S| now. Every time a ohild
vty " 4 chooses his own way ke adds
# astone to a wall of separation
between him and God! Satan loves to see this
wall built. e does all he can to help it along,
Let children name some of the stones in this wall—
anger, impatience, pride, disnbedience, ete., cte.—
and show how all these evil things come from self,
Teuch that only love can tear down this wall which
self builds, Jesus came to do just that work, Let
bLim come in every day to undo all thut Satan tries
to do.

OPTIONAL HMYMNS,

Come, said Jesux,

How firm a foundation,

I3 this thy timo of trouble,
Fear not,

In thy cleft,

Come unto Me,

My Jesus, ns thou wilt,
Baviour, listen to my,
Lord, at thy merey -seat,
Glorious things of thee.

1 luve thy kingdom, Lord,

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the eatire school.]
1. Whom did Rehoboam succeed as King of Is«
racl ¥ His father, Solomon.
2. What did the people ask Rehoboam to dot
To make their burdens lighter.
3. What answer did Rehoboum give? ¢ T will
add to your yoke.”
4. How did the people receive this answer? Ten
tribes revolied.
6. Whom did the ten tribes afterward chooso te
be king? Jeroboam the son of Nebat.
CATECHISM QUESTIONS,
1. What do you mean by religion ?
Our whole duty to God our Creator,
2. How may you divide that duty ?
In two parts: What we have to belleve; and what we
have to do,
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B. C. 970.] ESSON 1L

Authorized Version.
1 Kings 12, 25-33. [(‘ormu't to memory verses
28-30.

25 Then Jer'o-bo’am built She'chem in mount
E'phira-im, and dwelt thervin ; und went out from
thence, und built Pe-nu'cl,

26 And Jer'o-bo'am said in his heart, Now shall
the kingdom return to the house of Du'vid:

27 If this people goup to do sacrifice in the house
of the Lorp ut Je-ru'sa-lem, then shull the heart n;t'
this people turn again unto their lord. evenun'o Re'-
ho-bo'am king of Ju'dah, and they shali kill me,
and go again to Re'ho-bo'um king of Ju'dah.

28 Whereupon the king took counsel, and made
two calves of gold, ani said unto them, It is too
much for you to go up to Je-ru'sa-lem : behold thy
gods, O Is'ri-el, which brouglit thee up out of the
land of E'gypt.

29 And he set the one in Beth'-el, and the other
put he in Dun,

80 Ail this thing became & sin: for the people
went to worship before the one, even unto Dan,

31 And he made a house of high places, and
mad: priests of the lowest of the people, which
were not of the sons of Le'vi,

82 And Jer'o-bo'am ordained a feast in the eighth
month, on the fifteen:h day of the month, like unto
tie feast that 48 in Ju'dah, and he offered upon the
altar, 8o did he in Beth'-el, sacrificing vnto the
calves that he had made : and he placed in Beth'-cl
the priests of the high places which he had mude,

83 So he offered upon the altar which he had
male in Beth'-el the fifteenth day of the cighth
month, even in the month which he had devised of
his own leart ; and ordained a feast unto the ehil-
dren of Is'ra-ei: and he offered upon the altar, und
burpt incense.

IDOLATRY IN ISRAEL.
GOLDEN TEXT. Thou shalt uot make unto thee any graven image.

[Jan. 11.
Exod. 20. 4,

Revised Version.

95 Then Jer'o-bo'wm built She'chem in the hill-
country of E'phra-im, and dwelt thereinj and
he went out from thence, and built Pe-uu'el.

96 And Jer'o-bo'am said in his heart, Now shall

27 the kingdom return to the house of' Da'vid : if
this people goup to offer sacrifices in the house of
the Lokp at Je-ru'su-lem, then shall the heart of
this people turn again unto theirlord, even unto
Re'ho-bo'am king of Ju'dah; and they shall kill
me, and return to Re'ho-bo’am king of Ju'duh.

28 Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two-
calvea of gold 3 and he said unto them, It is too
much for you tolgo up to Je-ru’sa-lem; behold thy
gods, O 1s'ra-¢l, which brought thee up out of the

29 land of E'gypt. And hesetthe one in Beth'-el,and

80 the other put he in Dan. And this thing be-
came asin: for the people weut fo worship be-

a1 fore the one, even unto Dan, And he made

houses of high places, and made priests from
among all the people, which were not of the

9 sons of Le'vi. And Jer'o-bo'um ordained a

fenst in the eighth month, on the fitteenth day
of the month, like unto the feast that is in Ju'~
dah, and he went up unto the altar ; sodid hein
Beth'-el, sacrificing unto the ealves that he had
mude : and he placed in Beth'-cl the priests of

33 the high places which he had made. And he
went up unto the altar which he had made in
Beth'-el on the fif eenth day in the cighth
month, even in the mouth which he had devised
of his own heart: and he ordained a feast for
thechildren of Is'ra-clyund went up unto the altar,
to burn ince:se.

-4

TIME.—About B.C, 970. PLACES.-1.
Sheenem, in central Palestine; 2. Penucl, on tie
brook Jabbok, in eustern Palestinej 8. Dan, ut the
source of the Jordani 4. Beth-el, in the tribe of
Benjamin, RULERS.—1. Jeroboam, son of
Nebat, King of Isracl ; 2. Rehoboam, son of Solo-
mon, King of Judah., DOCTRINAL SUG«
GESTION.—God a spirit,

HOME READINGS.

M. Idolatry in Isracl, 1 Kings 12. 25-33,

Zu. The punishment. 1 Kinys 13, 110,

W. Former experience, Exod. 32, 1-10,

Th. Words of warning, Dcut, 4, 1424,

F. Abijah’s warning. 2 Chron. 13, 4-12,

8. Punishment accomplished. 2 Chron.18,13-20,
8. Trustin the Lord, Psa, 115, 1-11,

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 118, New Canadian Hymnal,
Let him to whom we now belong.

No. 119, New Canadian Hymnal.
Oh, the bitter pain and sorrow,

No. 120, New Canadian Hymnal,
1 am thine, O Lord, I have heard thy voice,

DOMINION HYMNAL.
Hymns, Nos. 253, 246, 249,

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR STUDENTS.
1. Policy, v. 25-27.

Wiat means did Jeroboam first take to strength-
en himself in his kingdom ¥

Give reasonr for the selection of Shechem and
Penuel as fortifications,

Wiat cause of disintegration and rebellion did
Jeroboam probably most feart

Was there good reason for this sear?

‘What should a man do when he fears that right.
conduet will bring him into secular difficulty 1

Is it ever wise polisy to do wrong?

Is wrong-doing ever justifiable

i
|
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2. Deceit, v. 23.

When Jeroboam erceted his calves of gold, did he
introduce idolatry ?

Were the lsraclites familiar with “calves” as
sucred images?

Is it right to worship the true God by means of
symbol

What did Jeroboam mean by saying it is “too
mueh” to go to Jerusalem ¢

‘What should God-fearing people do when their
rulers lead them in the way of sin?
3. Idolatry, v. 20-33.

Wiy, probably, did Jeroboam select Beth-cl and
Dan?

What was tie result of this symbol-worship ?

‘What is meant by a  house of high places "

Wiy was it wrong to take all sorts of people for
priests

Wiat fact
the tribe of Levi?

What may have led Jeroboam to his choice of
date for the feast?

Define Jeroboam’s sin,

S s
F

to go outside of

Practical Teachings.

Where does this lesson teach—

1. That the most dangerous temptations are the
most plausible ¢

2. That one sin leads directly to another 1

8. That sin is always a blunder?

4. That thorough-going energy wins temporal
success ¥

Hints for Home Study.

Find reasons—

1. For Jeroboam’s desire to establish a separate
worship.

2. For his choice of Dan and Beth-el for places of
worship.

8. For his choice of calves as a religious symbol,

4. For his ignoring the tribe of Levi in Lis choice
of pricsts,

Read the account of the curse pronounced on the
altar of Beth-el.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCIIOLARS.

1. Palicy, v. 25-27.

What two cities did Jerol.onm buiid?

Who had before destroyed Shechem? (J udg.
9. 45)

‘What did Jeroboam say in his heart §

For what reason did he fear this?

What command hud God given about a place of
sacrifice? (Deut. 12. 5, 7.)
2. Deceit, v. 28,

What objeets of worship did Jeroboam make?

What did he say was too much for the people
to dot
. What about the images he had made?

Who before him hud made similar objeets of
worship? (Exod. 32, 4, 8.)
3. Idolatry, v. 29-33.

Where were the golden calves set up?

Into what sin were the people led ?

What commandment did they violate? (GorLpew
Text.)

Whom did Jeroboam make priests

For what month and day did he order a feast #

Where was this feast observed 1

Of what feast in Jerusalem was this an imita-
tion? (See Lev. 23. 33, 84.)

Where did he place his priests ?

Teachings of the Lesson.

Where in this lesson are we taught—

1. The duty of religious service ¥

2. That idolatry is a sin ¥

3, That one sin leads to another 1

Home Work for Young Bereans,

1. Find in the Bible allusions to the worship of
God under the similitude of a young bull,

2. Note in Jeroboam’s conduct how one sin leads
to another,

8. Find accounts of the earlier institution of wor-
shipin Dun and in Beth-el,

4. Read the account of the curse pronounced on
the altar at Beth-el,

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

‘What was the name of the King of Israel? Jeroe
boam.

Where did he live? At Shechem.

How did he muke his kingdom strong? With
walled cities and forts.

Where did the King of Juduh live? At Jerue
salem, ;

Who went to worship at Jerusalem? All the
tribes,

Who had commanded them to do so? The
Lord.

Who began to be afraid to havethem go?  Jerom
boam,

What did he fear? That his people would
return to Rehoboam.

What dil Jeroboam do! He made two
golden idols.

What did he tell the people to worship? These
idols.

What did he build for these idols ! Temples.

Whom did he appoint to scrve in the temples 1
Priests,

Where were these idols sct up? At Dan and
at Betheel,

What did the king himself do? Worshiped
these idolse

What commandment did he break? ¢¢'T'how
shalt have no other gods before me,?

What did King Jeroboum do? Sinned hime
self, and led his people into sin.
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Words with Little People.
PUTTING GOD FIRST,
As soon we begin to put self first wo get into
trouble, The only safe way is to put God first,
always, every-where. It is no worse to wor-hip a

golden calf than to worship sclf, or to be led by our
will; our pleasure !

‘Whisper Motto.
“ None of eif, and all of Thee.”

General Statement,
Jeroboan appeared in the last lesson ux a popular leuder, chivalrous and bold, attacking old ubuses,

and demanding for the people their just rights,
godly prophets,

venls his true character—a self-centered, unprineipled politiciun.

He was the idol of the commons and the friend of the
The goal of his ambition is now reached, and at once he throws off his disguixe and re-

1le sits upon the throne of Israel, mas-

ter of ten out of the twelve tribes, from the suburbs of Jerusalem up to Mount Lebanon, and from tl.e

desert to the Great Sea.
ness-border,

It is well for him to fortify his capital and to establish an outpost on the wilder-
But with the eye of a politician, rather than a statesman, keen to sce the outward aspects

of the time, but blind to the deeper realities of moral and spiritual truth, he beholds perils rising in the

distance, when his subjects shall enter the courts of the Lord’s house as worshipere,

He resolves.to in-

stitute a *“ church ” of his own, and ignore the proper priesthood, which had proved 1tself loyal to the

house of David and loyal to the true worship of God.

Ile would have showy erablems of worship; a

temple at each end of his dominions ; a priesthood of his own followers; and forms of service in which

he could participate, standing robed and crowned before his own altar,

of the account Almighty God, and came to naught.

It was a crafty plun, but left out
The results were a people turned toward idolatry,

his throne possessed by a new dynasty, and his name pilloried in Scripture as *‘ Jeroboam the son of

Nebat, who made Israel to sin.”

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Verse 25. Jeroboam. A man of strength of
character, but carcless of moral considerations,
(8ce notes in Lesson I.) Built Shechem. It was
an old city, He fortified it as his chicf strong-
hold, and beautified it as his capital, It is Nablus,
situated in the center of Palestine, between the
mountains Gerizim and Ebual. Here the law was
read by Joshua, and the people pledged them-
sclves to the services of God. (See notes in last
lesson.) Mount Ephraim. Rather, “the hill-
country of Ephraim.” 1t was named from the
powerful tribe which oceupied the territory,
Went out from thence. 8till holding it as
his eapital and making it the base of military and
political operations. Built Penuel, The place
of Jacob’s wrestling with the angel (Gen. 82. 81).
Jeroboam took possession of it in order to control
the region east of the Jordan and the caravan route
between Egypt and the Euphrates, (1) Jeroboam
forgot what Jacob learned at Penuel, that the
“strength of man isin God.”

26. Said in his heart. Hec reasoned with
himself, but did not consult God. Hence the ho-
rizon of his thought wus narrow. Now shall the
kingdom return. The people might soon be as
eager to dethrone himas they had been to crown
him, He placed no confldence in God, though asure
house had been promiscd him if he would remain
fuithful to the true King of Israel (2 Kings 11. 88),
To the house of David. The name of David
was still a power among the people, His achieve-
ments were recited, his psalms were sung, and he
wis a great national hero, with & name like Wash-
ington in America or Napoleon in France. (2) How

4237 dati

(3) How af 1y opinion !
27. If this people go up w do sacrifice.
The temple at Jerusalem was the center of the nu-
tional religion, and three times in each year all the
heads of fumilies were culled to celebrate the fiasts
around its altar. There were ties of race, of religion
of history, and of common interests binding the peo-
ple together. Then shall the heart of this
people turn again. There seems just ground
for this fear of & reaction in public sentiment ; and
Jeroboam’s plan to prevent it was wise from the
stand-point of worldly poliey, But God had prom-
ised to keep him secure, and he could afford to
trust even in the face of danger. They shall
kill me. His own death would be the inevitable
t of a jonj for he who takes
part in a revolution does it with a rope about
his neck. Only in recent Christian history,
even, do we real of a change of government
without the slaughter of vanquished leaders.
(4) Popular leaders must bear heavy burdens
and take great visks. (5) In politics, as every-
where else, it never pays to do evil that good may
come,

28. The king took counsel, Not with the
Lord, nor with his prophets, but with tie worldly
irreligious politicians of ais own porty. Made
two calves of gold. He was indifferent to re-
ligion, except as it served his own selfish purposes ;
he was familiar with the forms of idolatry in
Egypt, where he had lived in exile, and the wor-
ship of the golden culves was no new thing in Is-
rael.  From the fact of its popularity, we infer
that it had been maintained in secret during all the

weak is the bing who cannot put his trust in God !

history of the people. It is too much for you.
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He appeals to their love of ease, as well as to thetr
need of worship, * You must have some religion ;
take the on: which will require the least exertion,”
(8) There are some mowadays who will join the
Church which makes the least demand on their con-
science, their time, or their moncy. Behold thy
gods. It is suggestive of a previous w quaintance
with this worship on the part of the people, to find
that these were the very words spoken by Aaron to
the Israclites at Mount Sinai, when he male the
golden calf (Exod. 32.4). Which brought thee
up. To the intelligent fow the image was merely
u symbol of the invisible God, but to the ignorant
mass of worshipers it was the god, and regardel as
divine. (7) The golden calf, or gold in the place
of God, has still many devotees,

29. He set the one in Betheel. A city ten
miles north of Jerusalem, *the house of God,”
where Jacob saw the heavenly ladder, and where
the prophets had a training-school. How the
hearts of the faithful few must have sorrowed over
its desecration! It was on the road to Jerusalem,
thus intercepting the pilgrims on their journey to
the temple.  The other put he in Dan. Far
in the north, at the foot of Mount Lebanon and the
head of the river Jordan. Here there was already
an idol-sanctuary, founded (strange to say) by the
grandson of Moses! Its origin is related in Julg.
17 and 18. The two calves were thus placed at tle
northern and southern boundaries of the kingdom,
fit guardians for a realm whose aims were all of this
world,

30. This thing became a sin. It chimed
with the idolatrous tendencies of the people, and
led them to rush headlong in a carcer of evil ; for
the worship of idols was constantly associatc ! with
revelry, debauchery, and i lity, Sco un ex-
ample of this in the earlier worship of the golden
calf in Exod. 32. 6,25. Before the one, even
unto Dan. 8o eager were the people for the new
worship, that tiey flocked in throngs cven to the
more distant shrine at Dan, which wus further from
them than Beth-cl, or than Jervsalem itself. (8) So

people who live too distant to attend church are near
enough to go to the theater orto the ball-room.

31. Made a house of high places. Tle
author of this hook will not call the building u
““temple,” or a ¢ house of God,” but gives it u con-
temptuous name ; the term *“ high places,” after
the building of the temple, was only used of idol-
shrines. They were originally clevated sites ehosen
for ultars, whether to God or idols, but the word b -
came more and more vssociated with idolatry. Tiis
“ house of high places” was at Beth-¢l, and stood as
arival tothe temple in Jerusalem. Priests of the:
lowest. Litcra ly, “ From the ends of the peo-
ple 3™ that is, out of all the tribes, and net from the
tribe of Levi, which had lcen set apart for the
priestly office,  The reasons for this institution may
have been that he wished to orgunize a priesthood
out of his own partisans, and allied to his own in-
terests, or that the Levites generally had refused to
forsake the service of God for ido's,

32. A feast in the eighth month. This
tock the place of the feast of tabernacles, Wwhich
was held in the seventh month (September or Oc-
tober)., The pretext for the change of tinie was that
the harvest wus a month later in the northern king-
dom. Like unto the feast that is in Judah,
This was the great autumnal festival, when the
people from all parts of the land visited Jerusalem
for a week, and slept in booths. He offered
upon the altar. He did this in person, like the
heathen kings, for he desired to be the head of
Church as well as State in his dominion, The
kings of Judah made their offerings through the
priests. So did he in Betheel, Tlis city be-
came o great center of idolatrous worship. See
Amos 7, 13,

33. Which he had devised of his own
heart. * He was placed in difficult circumstances,
but he met them with the arts of a politician, not
with the single-mindedness of a saint.”’— Rawlin-
son. (9) See how sin gives birth to sin, and leads
to a whole brood of evils. (10) How much harm a
godless man in high places can work !

CAMBRIDGE NOTES,

The troubles of the house of David, fr.m Solo-
mon to the exile, are a perpetiual comment on the
sanctity of the first lment. The gradual

rdsent him to the eye or the mind of men. It was
thus Jersboam fell, forfeiting a future of unlimited

decadence of the northern kingd m teaches us that
the breach of the sccond involves more insidious
dangers still.  To enthrone evil in the place of good
is & deed 80 nuked in its wickedncss that the
tempter c.n rarely drape it as he did for Solomon,
with plausible motives. He shows a decper cun-
ning when he attains the same end by two steps—
persuades men to materialize their conception of
God, bring him down from the heaven where he
dwells in spiritual omnipresence, near to every cne
of us, and find some earthly thing which is to rep-

promise, and winning for himself the wost feapful
epitaph that ever perpetuatéd in one burning ling
the memory of a bad man. How strong wus his
temptation, and how ‘excellent the excuse he ccu'l__
P to the i of himselt and his people,
we shall sce ns we study this lesson. He stands in
the great army of those who have sacrificed to ex-
pediency, done evil that good may come, and found
that good thus purchased is only evil in disguise,
Verse 25. Built. Probably in both cases this
means the ¢ fortification ” of the very ancient towns

named, though the last previous mention of euch
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records their destruction by Abimeleeh and Gideon
respectively, Dwelts Probably not for long, the
fortress residence being soon supplanted by Tirzah
and Samaria in the favor of the kins of Israel,
Tlie long and varied history of Shechem may be
traced in such passages ns Gen. 12, 6; Gen. 84 to
87 (frequently); Josh, 8; 20. 7: Judg. 9; John
4.5; Acts 7, 16, Under the name of ‘Nablus—
“ Neapolis,” “ new town,” & curious misnomer due
to its Roman re-builders—it still exists, n sniall
village in ore of the loveliest situations in Pales-
tine. Penuel. *“Faco of God.” See G.n. 32,
81; Judg. 8. 8. It was ncar the Jubbok stream,
and placed well for an outpost among the trans-
Jordanie tribes,

26. We may suppose that some interval had
elapsed, during which devout Tsraelites went up to
worship at Jerusalem as heretofore.

27. From a purely human stand-point Jero-
boam’s forecast was most reasonable, As time
«dulled the scnse of wrong which prompted the re-
volt, sentiment would revive the ancient loyalty to
David® On the religious side also these visits to
Jeruxalem would tend to relax mew political ties,
To the older monarchy were attached all the most
racred things of the Hebrew faith. They held the
temple, the priesthood, through which throughout
Solomon's reign all Israel had been wont to ap-
proach God. The priests would use the opportu-
nity to denounce the schismatics and hurl woes
against the irregular sanctuaries in which alone the
northeriers could sacrifice without coming among
their political focs. Non-conformists in England
can realize very vividly the feelings of a pious Is-
raelite after the disruption. To be nssailed for
“‘schism” which we know to be of God'a com-
mand ; to see the prestige of antiquity, the pride of
rank, the pomp of splendid ritual, and the grandeur
of noble temples thrown entirely into the resources
of a system from which we have been forced to
separate—ull this we know as well a8 they ; and we
who cun watch the effict of these ailurements upon
young and unsteady minds to-aay do not wonder at
Jeroboaw’s fear.  Rut what was wrong was his for-
gotfulness of the fact that the schism was divinely
ordained, and that God, who promised continuanes
to his kingdom, would find his own meuns 1o
‘obviate the dangers dreaded by the self-reliant
king,

28. Took counsels The word (comp. verses

‘6 and 9) secms to suggest that Rehoboam liad
no monopoly of evil advisers. It is often, and
‘quite possibly, taken as meaning merely, * he con-
‘ceived a plun.”  Calves, Sce Exod. 32, passim,
It ix often suppo-ed that these symbols were copied
from the Egyptian Apis and Mnevis, and the coinci-
dence that A:ron and Jeroboain were both fresh from
Egypt lends pl usibil ty 1o the idea, which, how-
ever, is sufficiently refutel by ti:e objection that the
Egyptians worshiped living beasts and not ima es,

Instead of this we must connect (a) Deut. 33, 17,
making the bull a symbol of Ephraim; (4) Exod.
25. 18-20, explaining the number of the calves in
both cases, and, if the cherubim have rightly been
conjéctured to have been in the shupe of young
hulls, giving the best reason for the choiee of sym-
bol § () perhaps also such passages as chap, 7. 25 ;
Ezck. 1. 10 (note 10. 14, where the *“ cherub? re-
places the *“ ox "), which illustrate the great differ-
ence he:ween Eastern and Western associations of
this animal.  Ye have gone up long enough.
This marginal rendering seems preferable, on the
anulogy of Exod. 9. 28; Ezck. 44. 6. Which
brought. Plural verb, showing that Elokim is
here * gods,” not *“ God.” The exact repetition of
Aaron's words was to remind the people that this
was no new thing—it hal been done before by no
less an authority than the first high-priest himself!
The appeal to the deliverance from Egypt str ngly
bears out our supposition that the calves were
me:nt to represent the cherubim, now in the ene-
my’s hands. 1 Sam. 4. 8, 8, shows us how ready
the Israelites always were to attribute the marvels of
the cxodus to the ark’s magic power,

29. Betheel, the scene of Jacob's vision, was
naturally a holy place, ind we find the ark there in
the period of the judges (Judg. 20. 26, 29), Its
degradation was bitterly scourged by the prophet
Ilosea, who transferred to it the name of the neiyh-
boring Beth-aven, mcaning * house of naught ;"
that is, of idols. IDan becanie the seat of a half-
heathen worship of Jehovah at its first scttle:nent
by the emigrant Danites from the south, and the
descendants of Jonathan, the degenerate grandson
of Moses, still ministcred 18 priests there,  Seo Judg.
18. 80.

30. Sin. Probably thie 1aeans that Jeroboam's
action produced absolute ilolutry, which he hal
not intended. What the re-t of the versc meuns is
very hard to say. The LXX. adilx at the end, “ and
forsook the house of the Lord ;* and it secms 1ot
improbable that this refers to Beth-el, the omis-ion
of which here is most strange. [t is, of course, 1n-
certain work at best to restore by conjecture a
passage which seems to contain errors of trans rip-
tion, but the following account (Klostermann's)
rests on a few slight and plausible alterations. We
suppose that Jeroboam placed both the calves ut
Beth-el, forming thus as near a substitute as possi-
ble for the ark, and did what he could to make
Beth-el a copy of Jerusalem. Further, he restored
the ephod-worship at Dan with the old line of priests
a8 & subsidiary sanctuary. But when the temple
was forbidden the people preferred the older holy
place at Dan to Jeroboam’s new anti-temple,
ulthough the worship there was practically idola~
trous, The king's special endeavors, described in
the next verses, ultimately secur.d the popularity
of Beth-¢l,

31. Houses. Comp. 2 Kings 17. 20. The

el e Tl T g
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plural is found in the LXX. and Vulgate. It in-
dicutes that he erected small temples on the sites of
old hill-sanctuaries, which had been mere altars in
the open air. Comp. chap, 18. 30. From among
all the people. Except for the family at Dan,
it seems that the Levites generally went to live in
Judah ; the associations of the ancient worship nat-
urally attracied tiem, Jeroboam would doubtless
remind the people that the priesthood originally
belonged to every Israelite, Levi being chosen sim-
ply in a representative capacity.

32. Feast, To be a feast of dedication, evi-
dently modeled on Solomon’s great festival, held at
the time of the feast of tabernacles. Jeroboam as-
sumed the leading part, as Solomon had done, and
further asscrted his prerogative by changing the date
from tiie seventh to the eighth mouth (Lev. 23 39).
Calves. This is rather in favor of the conjecture
that both calves were at Beth-el; the words are
hardly natural if one was at Dan. Placed. Per-
haps this means that Beth-el was made a priestly
city, much like Jericho in our Lord's time; but
there is considerable uncertainty about the details
here.

33. Offered upon. In verse 32 and here the
margin seems preferuble, but the text (* went up”)
must be kept at the end of this verse. Of his
own heart. The LXX. and Vulgate make this
reading fuirly certain. This verse must be cloely
connected with the next chapter,

The Lesson Council.

Question 2. What application has the con-
duct of Jeroboam to the life of our time ?

There are several applications: 1, We sec here
the dauger of fullowing expediency ruther than
principle. 2, Expedients and compromises invari-
ably work injury. 8. Any substitute for the or-
duined and regular worship of God results in evil
to ull concerned. 4. A false step ut the beginning
leads to coufusion in the end, 5, One sin leads to
another, an'! as eunch one follows it gets deeper and
darker. 0. A splendid opportunity may be utterly
wust: d through luck of simple dependence on God,
—d. Wesley Johnston, D.D.,

1. He attempted to make religion easy by erect-
ing two golden calves in two convenient places,
ostensib'y to save the people the long journey to
dJerusalem, The Church that ¢:in guaruntee heaven
and eternal life by the easiest methods 18 the
Church that the world will applaud, 2. He was
willing to corrupt the morals of the people in order
to securc the stability of his own reign. What re-
gard do men of high place havo for the morals of
the people when their own interest is imperiled ¢
Witness the corruption funds for political campaign
purposes, Selfishness is the predominant motive
to-day. 8. He offered sacrifice to thegolden culves,

8o the tendency of this age is strongly in the dirce-
tion of the worship of mummon, Gold more than
God controls the life of to-day. 4. He must have a
slow of rcligion—gods, priests, altars, feasts,
* Libcrali-m* is not unknown in the camp of Isruel
to-day.— Rev. H. W. Ewing, B.D.

To the private life of our time and all time it ap-
plics as a lesson teaching that the issues of sin ure
always in the end calamitous. To rulers, statex-
men, und politicians it should show tiiat wiien,
under the plea of serving the interests of jarty, or
even of the Stute, the laws of righteousness as be-
tween nations, or between the goverimient and the
citizen, are violaged, calumity is sure to follow, not
as an arbitrary infliction, but as a neeessary result
under divine law,—Joel W. Eaton, 8. 7.1,

Analytical and Biblical Outline.

The Sins of Jeroboam.
L. Sgvrisn AuBiTiON.
Built Shechem. .. .built Penuel. v. 25,
* Woe unto them.. .house to house.” Isa. 5. 8,
** Who is the greatest 1" Matt. 18,1,
IL. Disrrust or Gob.
Now shall the kingdom return, v. 26, 27,
T will be with thee.” 1 Kings 11. 38,
“ Doth his promise fuil 1" Pza, 77, 8,
1L Woreory Povrioy,
The king took counsel. v. 28,
** Tuke counsel, but not of me.” Isa. 30, 1.
* Walked in their own counsels,” Pxa, 81. 12,
IV. Favsgnoon,
These be thy gods, O Israel. v, 28,
*“ Workmen made it....not God.” Hos. 8. 6.
* Their idols are silver and gold.” Psa. 115, 4.
V. Inotatry.
He offered upon the altar. v. 82,
‘* No other gods before me.” Exod. 20, 8.
*That muke them....like unto them.” Dua,
115. 8,
VI Evit INvLuRNCE.
This thing became a sin. v. 30,
“Drave Israel from..,.the Lo'd.” ¢ Kings
178 .
* The way of Jeroboam.” 1 Kings 16, 10,

Thoughts for Young People.
L From Jerob ’s Sin.

1. Every man has to care for both spivitual and
secular interests. Which of the two he cares for first
determines his character. If he seck first tho
kingdom of God, all other things will bo added. It
he seek first his own welfure, the chances are
against his ever seeking the welfare of the kingdom
of God, Jeroboam attended to his fortifications
first,

2. There are not wanting plausible reasons to
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Justify the worst sins. Jeroboam was correct in his
conclusions about the prolable effect of the annual
pilgrimaze to Jerusalem, 1lis error and sin lay in Lis
leaving God out of his caleulations, It wus God
who had placed him on the throne, and if' he had
waited God would have confirmed him upon it.
1is eazerness to take atfairs into his own hands and
discard providential leadership led to the most
serious blunder of his reign, and to the eventual
alienation of the kingdom from the family,

8. The most dangerous temptations are the most
plausible. 1t seemed not very bad to go to Beth-el
in place of Jerusalem, providing one worshiped the
same God, and not very bad to bow before a golden
bull, so long as one kept his min® on the true God
that the bull represented. Solomon’s temple had
more than one such figure, and the people had al-
ready looked upon them with reverence. And if
one could not get the Levites, whose place it was to
help in this worship, what was there left to do but
ta e those one could get? While we are justly cen-
suring Jeroboam and his followers for their sin, let
us make sure we would not have done the same had
we been in their places.

4. At least one good lesson can be learned from Jer-
oboam. He did nothing by halves, When he was
a young man, Solomon was drawn to him because
of his thorough-going energy. He showed it in
every act of his subsequent life. He seems to have
rebelled as soon as his royal futdre has been fore-
told. He fled quickly, returned promptly, and de-
cided with such force and promptitude thit the
nation sided with him, And he is no sooner on the
throue than he begins to strengthen himself.

Lesson Word-Picture.

Jeroboum is in deep thought. As he thinks he
may contemplate Shechem, that he has built, strong,
stubborn, enduring. It may be Penuel that he
beholds. *“ Mine! is the ery of his soul. It is
great Jeroboam, who outlived and outwitted Solo-
mon, and has now conquered Bolomon’s son with-
out a battle. But what cloud of anxiety darkens
his fuce and wrinkles his brow? There ix unother
city than Shechem or Penuel; it is Jerusalem,
where Rehoboam reigns. The temple is there. The
holy altars of sacrifice are there. For generations
Isracl has gone there and worshiped. Whatif it go
now and leave Jeroboam behind# What if it stay
there with Rehoboam ?

Jeroboam is perplexed. The shadow on his face
dee[:ens. The anxiety in his soul is more con-
suming.

But Lis brow at last clears,
soul lightens,

“I will make an attraction fur the peaple to keep
them away from Jerusalem,” |.e resolves,

What shall it be? Something greut, splendid,
magnificent, imposing, monumental ¥

The weight on his

“A great and gufficient attraction!” he says,
smiling, rubbing his bands.

What shall it be? A court of Orieutal culture, a
brilliant literary center? Not that. A grand army,
to march in which shall feed the pride of a life-
time? Not that, A mighty, overshadowing for-
tress, to whose shelter a nation will rush? Not that.
Shall it be an axylum for the poor, a hospital for the
sick, n home for the aged? Not that, Shall it be
an carnest life, and shall Jeroboam’s purpose be to
conscerate wealth, armies, time, powers, ull things
tothe great Jeliovah, and to serve best his people by
scrving the Most Hight

‘We shall see.

There is an order that has gone out which makes
the goldsmiths busy. They kindle their furnace
fires, They bring out their erucibles, They melt.
They shape. They hammer, They polish. And
there is the visible manifestation of Jeroboam’s
purpose; his great, noble, sublime contrivance to
keep lsracl away from Jerusalem—a couple of
calves! Two silly, inane, stupid, beastly calves of
gold, one at Dau, and the other at Beti-el !

“ Behold thy gods!” eries Jeroboum to Isracl.

0, how he insults Jehovah! These are the gods
that brought Israel out of Egypt! These leering
culves! And Isracl is enough like the calves thus
set up as gods to run after and worship them, 0O,
shame and foulest sin! Those senscless lumps to
fascinate and enchain Israel’s affections!

But that is not all,

There is a sound of axes and hammers one duy.
A louse is going up, even of ‘‘lgh place
There is the noise of a profane, ungodly rabble,
and here come the priests of Jeroboam’s eulves!
And saddest picture 18 Jeroboam's posture before
the calf in Beth-el, as he brings it offerings, as he
bows, as he mocks Jehovah and despises Jerusa-
lem, And thut is Jeroboam’s great, exalted, glori-
ons device with which to keep the people away from
the city of Rchoboam! Alas! it was more thin
sufficient,

By Way of Illustration.

 Now shall the kingdom rvetura.” Tt is difficult
to hold an ill-gotten possession, When the ma-
terials of a building are solid Llocks of stone, very
rude architccture will suffice, ‘but a structure of
rotten materials needs the most careful udju~tment
in order to make it stand, '

‘¢ Then shall the heart of this people turn again.”
The permanence of his reign depended wholly upon
holding the hearts of the people. When & law wus
made in the reign of Elizabeth that all the people
should attend the church, the papists sent to Rome
to know what the pope thoughtof it. He answered :
¢ Tell the Cuzholies in England to give me their
hearts, and the queen may take the rest,”
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& Jt is too much for you to gap to Jerusalem.” ‘ seek to advance their cause by worldly policy—

Falsehood is never so successfu when she baits
her hook with a half-truth, No opinions so futally
mislead us as those that are not wholly wrong, as
no watches so effectually deceive the wearer as those
that are sometimes right.

“ Became a sin.” **Sin hath many secret ways
of insinuating. It is like a Delilah. It bewitches,
then puts out the eyes, then destroys. As Joub
came with a kind salute to Abner and thrust him
under the fifth rib, while Abner thought of nothing
but kindness, so sin comes smiling while it gives a
adeudly thrust.”—Burgess.

As arope is twined from many threads, so is sin
very rarely single. Wicked suggestions are the
first threads ; the cherishing of them with satisfae-
tion the rccond ; the sinful purpose the third; the
execution of it twists the cord ; und perseverance in
it binds the sinner to his ruin. The calves of gold
led to their worship, to an house of' high places, to
priests of the lowest of the people, to feasts and
sacrifices.

When the English army under Harold and the
Normans under William the Conqueror were in con-
fliet, William saw that he must resort to a false
movement to gain the victory. Te gave orders that
one flunk of his army should feign to be flying from
the field in disorder. The officers of the Euglish
army believed the fulselivod, pursued them, and
were cut off. The consequence was the partial de-
struction of their army and the estahlishment of
Norman power, The whole heathen world ias
believed in and worshiped false gods. The wor-
shiper always becomes like the object worshiped.
Consequently all heathendom is full of ig o
falsehood, and crime.

A man’s idol is not necessarily an image of gold.
1t may be a child of clay or the wife of his bosom.
It may be wealth, fame, business, any thing which
unduly absorbs the affections or attentions,

The tendency to worship money in this country
caused some one to suggest that the motto on our
coin be changed to ** T%he god we trust.”

Teachers’ Meeting.

Review rapidly the facts of the lastlesson. Show
the map, and locate upon it Jerusalem, Beth-el,
Shechet, Penuel, Dun. ... Word-pictures of 1.) Jer-
oboam as a builder; 2.) Jeroboam as a political
schemer ; 8.) Jeroboam as an idol-maker ; 4.) Jero-
boam as a prie<t....The sins of Jeroboam (Draw
them out from the clasx)....Jeroboam, in a very
true sense, founded & Church which is in existence
to-day. Some classes among its members are,
1.) Those who think only of their own interests,
and use the Church and the cry of * reform”
to promote their own influence; 2.) Those who

+expediency 3 8. Those who pluce gold instead
of God ; 4.) Th se who seek ease instead of duty
(verse 28, **It is too much”); 5.) Thos: who turn
from revealed truth to a man-made religion;
6.) Those who spell the name of their God with the
letters 8-E-L-F....Compare Jeroboum forsaking
God with Luther, who sang, *“ A mighty fortress is
our God ", ... It wus said, * Napoleon's cocked hat
on a stick on the shore of France would start a rev-
olution.” Fimilar wus the power of the name of
David (ver=e 26).

References,
Freeman's Hano Book. Ver, 25: Fortified
citics, 866, Ver. 28: Calf-worship, 138....Fos-

TER'S CYOLOPEDIA, DProse, 2528, 2 9731-9738,
6519, 7097, 9006, Y007, 871, 873. Ver. 27: Prose,
3149-3152, 9385, 3144, 6201-6214, 11633, 9416, 9018,
Ver. 28: Poctical, 3474, Vor, 81: Prose, 10554,

Blackboard.

OPeNING THE Door 10 SIN

|

ExpraNaTION. —Jeroboam sinned, and caused
others to sin. How? He stopped the people from
worshiping God, and caused them to break the
second commandment. Just as soon as one neglects
divine worship, and stays away from church, and
does not go to the prayer-meeting, he opens wide
the door of his heart for sin and idol-worship to en-
ter.  Jeroboam opened the door, held it open, and
invited idolatrous worship to enter and take pos-
session. Every professing Christian should attend
the church services; he should worship God in
spirit and in truth, avoiding artificial forms and
golden calf ceremonies,

Primary and Intermediate.

Lreson Tuovenr. The Growth of Sin.

Review. Recall the division of the kingdom, and
sce if children understand clearly what caused is,
Who was made king over the ten tribex? Who
ruled over Judah, and part of the tribe of Ben-
jamin ?
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Lesson Plan. 'To show liow a great evil began in
& solfish thought ; how it soon became bold enough
to utter itself in words ; and how it grew from that

into the evil act,

If you are not provided with a map, make an
outline on the board, locating Jerusalem, Shechem,
Beth-el, and Dan. 8how the pluces where the two
kings resided. Ask children if they would be
likely to feel fricndly toward each other. Does a
boy fecl kindly toward another who has taken away
his ball and kept it? Does a boy like and respeot
a bigger boy who has kicked and beaten him?

Show that where sin has made a scparation be-
tween two persons there is lack of love, and there-
fore of peace,

Jeroboum built up Shechiem. Then he went and
built Penuel. He had a strong kingdom, but he
thought it wus his kingdom, and not God's, Ile
mude the same mistake a child makes who thinks
Lie does not need to have God take care of him,

Pin up a picture of tie temple at Jerusalem.
God’s law said thut his people must go up there ut
certain times to offer sacrifices to him. Rechoboam
lived there. The beautiful temple Solomon built
was there. A thought came into Jeroboam’s heart
one day that was born of clf. Ie seemed to sce
the pe ple of his kingdom going to Jerusalem to
worship, and turning. tidir heirts again to Relio-
boam, and wishing that there might be but one
kingdom aguin! Ho forgot that God is the great
King, and that all kings and kingdoms are in his
hand. He thought it was his place, and not God's,
to keep liis kingdom for him. Whata mistake! He
would not have heen king at all if God had not made
him one. God is over all, and Jeroboam forgot it !

Wiien an evil thought—a thought that puts sclf
before God—comes to the mind, what should we
do? Turn quickly to God, and say, * Please take
it away, and help me to really believe thou art the
great God,”

Jeroboam did not do this. He lot the evil
thought stay, and it grew stronger and stronger.
The more he thought of it, tho more certain it
recmed that lie must himsclf prevent the people
from leaving him. He said to himself, *“ If they go
buck to Rehoboam, they will kill me.” He forgot

that his life was in God's hands, Poor Jeroboum ! lie
did not know that God was his Fatlicr, great enou:h
and good enough to take cure of him, if he would
only be an obedient child and do his will. Make
“8in " on the hoard in very lurge letters, Siow
how thus fur it had been sin in thought. Now he
put it into words, by talking to others about it. It
wus growing stronger. Weo xec what came of
the talk about it by what Jeroboam did. He mude
two idols for the people to worship, They were lit-
tle golden calves, He told the peoplo that theso
were their gods which brought them out of the
land of Egypt. Jerohoam knew that Gol hrought
them out of Egypt, but it was easy to lie with his

lips after he had lied in his heart. We lic in our
heart when we dgpy God.

Tell how the idols were set up, one at Beth-el,
and one at Dan, aud how priests were made con-
trary to the luw of the Lord, and how the king him-
sclf went and worshiped the idols.

' Think of it, a whole nation

5 | N led into the sin of idolutry

by one seltish thought! We

ACT can never tell to what great

size one thought of self may

grow, and xo we should pray

every duy thut we may be

kept from sccing self and the
things that s 1t wants,

Teuch that children are in danger from sclf-love
as much as Jeroboam was. The ehild who loves
self, und must have his own way, forg ts God, und
that is the saddest of all things. Show how a child
may learn to think of God first, even in, so little a
thing as sharing an apple with a play mate, in giv-
ing up the best place in a game, in the smallest act
of life,

WORD
THOUGHT

OPTIONAL NYMNS,
4’'m poor and blind,
Hasten, sinner.

God calling yet,

I luy my sins on.
Thine forever.

Yield not to temptation.
Lord Jesus, I long,
Must Jesus bear,

O God, my youth is thine,
Take up the cross,
Btand up, stand up.

The Lesson Catechism,
[For the entire school.)

L. What did Jeroboum feur if the people con-
tinied to go up to sacrifice ut Jerusalem? That
they would return to Rehoboam.

2¢ What did Jeroboum do to prevent this?
Made two golden calves for worship.

3. When ke hal done t is, what did hie say to
the people?  ¢¢ Behold thy gods, O Israel.?®

4. Wiicre did he set these colien ealvest One
in Beth=el, and one in Dan.
5. Wihat did the people do? They wore

shiped them.

CATECHISM QUESTIONS,
8. Who is the great Teacher of religion ?
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, our Rede.mer

4. What do you ca'l His reli_ion?
Christianity,
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B. C. 910-907.] LESSON III.

GOD’S CARE OF ELIJAH.

[Jan. 18,

GOLDEN TEXT. They that seek the Lord shall not want any good thing.
Psa. 34. 10,

Authorized Version,
1 Kings 17. 1-16. [C]ommit to memory verses
2-5.

1 And E-li'juh the Tish'bite, who was of the in- |

habitants of Gil'e-nd, suid unto A'hab, As the
Lorp God of Is'ra-el liveth, before whom 1 stand,
there shull not be dew nor ruin these years, but nc-
eording to my word,

2 Anl the wora of the Lorp came unto him,

“saying,

3 Get thee hence, and turn thee ecastward, and
hide thyself by the brook Che'rith, that s befure
Jor'dun.

4 And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the
brook ; an'l I have commanded the ruvens to fecd
thee there.

5 So he went and did accorling unto the word of
the Loro: fir he went und dwelt by the brook
Che'rith, that is before Jor'dan,

6 And the ravens brought him bread and flesh
in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening ;
and he drank of the brook.

7 And it came to pass after a while, that the
brook dried up, because there had been no rain in
the lund,

8 And the word of the Loro came unto him,
saying,

9 Arise, get thee to Zar'e-phath, which belongeth
to Zi'don, und dwell there: behold, I have com-
manded a widow womun there to sustain thee,

10 8o he arose and went to Zar'e-phath. And
when he came to the gate of the city, behold, the
widow woman was there gathering of sticks : and
he called to her, and said, Fetch me, 1 Emy thee,
a little water in a vessel, that T may drink,

11 And s she was gninfw fetch 42, he ealled to
her, and suid, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of
bread in thine hand.

12 And xhe said, .45 the Lorp thy God liveth, 1
have not a cake, but a handful of mieal in a barrcl,
and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I am gather-
ing two sticks, that 1 may go in and dress it for me
and my son, that we may eat it, and die.

13 And E-li’jah said unto her, Feur not ; go and do
as thou hast suid: but make me thereof a little
cake first, and bring 4¢ unto me, and after make for
tuee and for thy soun.

14 For thus saith the Lorn God of Is'ra-el, The
barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the
cruse of oil fl, until the duy #hat the Lorp sendeth
rain upoa the earth,

15 And she went and dJid aceording to the say-
inﬁ of E-lijuh: and she, and he, and her house,
did cat many days.

16 And the barrel of menl wasted not, neither
did the e:uxe of o1l fail, nccording to the word of ti.0
Lorb, which he spuke by E-li'juh.

" Revised Version.

1 And E-lijuh the Tish’bite, who was of the
sojourners of Gii'e-nd, said unto A'hab, As the
Lorp, ths God of Is’ra-cl, liveth, before whom
I stand, there shall not be dew nor rin

2 these years, but according to my word. And
the word of the Lorp came unto Lim, saying,

3 Get thee henee, and turn thee eastward, and
hide thyself by the brook Che'rith, that is be-

4 fore Jor'dun. And it shall be, that thon shalt
drink of the brook ; and I huve commanded the

5 ravens to feed thee there. So lie went and
did necording unto the word of the Loro: for
he went and dwelt by the brook Che’rith, that is

6 before Jor'dun. And the ravens brought him
bread and fiesh in the morning, and bread and
flesh in the evening ; and hie drunk of the brook.

7 And it came to pass after a while, that the brook
dried up, becaus. tiere was no rain in the kind,

8  And the word of the Lorn came unto him,

9 saying, Arise get thee to Zar'c-phuth, which
belongeth to Zi‘don, and dwell there: behold, I
have commanded a widow woman there to sus-

10 tain thee. So he arose and went to Zur'e-phath 3
and when he eime to the gate of the eity, be-
hold, a widow woman was there githering
sticks : and he called to licr, and said, Feteh me,
I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may

11 drink. And as she was going to fiteh it, he
called to her, und said, Bring me, I pray thee, n

12 morsel of bread in thine band. And she suid,
As the Loz thy God liveth, I have not a euke,
but an handful of meal in the burrel, and a little
oil in the cruse: and, behold, I am gathering
two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me

13 and my son, that we may eat it, and die. And
E-li'jnh said unto her, Fear not; go and do as
thou hast suid : but make methereof a little euke
first, and bring it forth unto me, and afterward

14 muke forthee and for thy son. For thus saith the
Lorp, the God of Is'ra-el, The barrel of meal
shall not waste, ncither shall the eruse of oil
fail, until the duy that the Lorp sendeth rain

15 upon the carth. And she went and did accord-
ing to the saying of E-li’jah: and she, and he,

16 and her house, did eat many days. The barrel
of meal wasted not, neither did the eruse of oil
fail, according t the word of the Lorp, which he
spuke by E-1i'juh.

TIME.—B. C. 910-907. PLACE.—Samaria;
the brook Cherith, probably flowing eastward into
the Jordan ; Zarephath, a Gentile town near Zidon.
RULERS.—1. Abab, son of Omri, King of Isra-
el; 2. Asa, King of Judah; 8. Ethbaal, futher of

Jezebel, King of the Zidonians. DOCTRINAL
SUGGESTION.—The providence of God,
HOME READINGS,
M. God's care of Elijuh. 1 Kings 17. 1-7.
Tu. God's care of Elijah, 1 Kings 17. 8-16, "

-
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W. Cause of the dronght, 1 Kings 16. 20-84,
Th. David’s confidence. Psa, 28,

F. God's care of his people, Matt, 6, 15-34.
S. Sceret of power, Jas, 5, 18-20

S. A safe refuge, Psa 24 1-10.

LESSON NIYMNS,
No. 220, New Canadian Hymnal,
Try us, O God, and search the ground,
No. 210, New Canadian Hymnal,
Guide me, O thou great Jehovah,
No. 217, New Canadian Hymnal,
What a Friend we have in Jesus,

DOMINION HYMNALL
Hymns, Nos 123, 119, 188

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. Before the King, v. 1.

What threat had Elijah made to Ahab?

Who was Elijah ?

Who was Ahab?

Of what great «in was Ahab guilty ¢

What had God said about withholding rain?
(Deut. 11, 16,17.)

Why was famine more to be dreaded in ancient
times than even now ¢
2. By the Brook, v. 2-7.

Whose direetion did Elijah constantly follow 1

How were ravens regurded by the Hebrews?

What cause was there for Elijal’s hiding?

Do birds of prey usually bring more food to their
nests than they use ?

Why should the brook dry up entirely because of
want of rain?

By whom was Elijah really fed? (See Luke
12, 24.)

3, In the City, v. 8-16,

How could Elijah hide from the persecuting serv-
ants of Baul by going into the region which was the
head-quarters of Bual's worship ¢

Was water probably scarce in this Zidonian
realm ¢

Did the widow women cxpect any such visitor ?

Did Elijah probubly know that the woman lic ad-
dressed wus the one who was to sustain him ¢

In what sort of a barrel would her handful of
meal be kept?

What is a cruse ?

Was Elijah’s request selfish ?

_ How did the Lord fulfill his promise

What sure promise of supply have we? (See

GoLoeN TexT.)

Practical Teachings.
Wherein does this lesson teuch—

1. An intimate conneetion between moral char-
acter and temporal prosperity

2. That man’s extremity is God’s opportunity

8, That it is always safe to obey Gud's com=
mands ?

4, That the Lord will provide for his xervants

Hints for Home Study,

1. Find two miracles wrought by our Lord whick
somewhat resemble this of the meal and the «il,

2. Find other cases in the Bible where miraen-
lous help was given to widows,

8. Find other cases in the Bible wherc hospitality .
to God’s servant brought a rich and immediate re-
ward,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS,

1. Before the King, v. 1.

What king is here referred to?

Who appeared before him ?

To what country did Elijah belong?

‘What message did he bear to the king ?

On account of what sin had God threatened to
withhold rain? (See Deut. 11, 16, 17.)
2. By the Brook, v. 2-7.

From whom did Elijuh receive a message ?

Where was he told to got?

What was said about his foo | and drink ?

What did the prophet do?

What service did the ravens render?

Who feeds the ravens T (Luke 12, 24.)

‘Who really, then, fed Ehjah ?

What happened ofter a while to the brook?
Why t
3. In the City, v. 5-16.

Where next wa< Elijah told to go?

Who would there provide for him?

Whom did he meet near the eity ¢

‘What request did he mikeof her?

As she went, what did he further ask 1

What did the woman =ay about her supply ¥

What was Elijal\’s answer?

Whose promise did he give her

What, then, did the woman do?

When did the meal and oil fail ?

‘What sure promise of supply huve we? (GoLpex
Texr.)

Teachings of the Lesson.

Where in this lesson are we taught—

1, To fear God ?

2. To obey Go |t

8. To trust God ?

Home Work for Young Bereans.

Find other cases in the Old Tetament where
beasts or birds were used by God as a means of
blessing to his servants,

Find another ca~e in which a servant of God met
a woman neur a city gate und asked for a drink
of water.
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QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Into what greut sin did the people of Israel fall?
Idolatry.

Who wus the most wicked of all their kings?
Ahab,

What great prophet was sent to warn Ahab?
Elijahe

Wiat did he tell Ahab?! That God would
withhold dew and rain.

Whit did Eljah know this would cause? A
famine,

Where was Elijah told tohide himself? By the
brook Cherith.

Wiio br ught food to him there? The ravens.

Wicre did the Lord send him after the brook
dried up? To Zarephath.

Whom did he meet at the gate of the city? A
poor widow.

What did le ask her tobring him? Wauter and
bread.

What did she say? That she had only a
titue meal and oil.

What was she anhout to do? Make a little
cake for herself and her son.

What did she think would beeome of them when
that was gono? She thought they must die.

What did Elij.h tell her to do? To make a
cake first for him.

What did e promise? That the meal and
oil should not fail.

Whose promise was this? The Lord’s.

What did the widow’s fuith# bring to hert
Plenty of bread.

Words With Little People.

What faith brought to Elijah : Kuowledge of
God’s plans, Power to belp others. Loving care
and protection. Daily bread sent by God.

What jaith brought to the widow : Th: company
of one of God’s prophets, Food for herse fand child.
Greater knowledge of God. Ielp in time of trouble,

WHAT WILL FAITH BRING TO ME !

Whisper Motto.
*The Lord will provide,”

General Statement,

In the hour when the cause of God seemed at its lowest ebb, when the worst of kings was on the
throne unil the bitterest foe of Jehovah sat us quecn beside him, when Baal was in full power und the
ministers of God were persecuted to the death—-in that hour arose the mightiest of the Old Testument
prophets—Elijuh the Tishbite. We know nothing of his fumily, Lis ancestry, or his training, except that
be had grown up inthe free air of Gileud, and ufur from the corrupting influence of the court, He came
to stand as uncompromisingly for Jehovah ns Jezebel stocd for Baal, tomatch his force and will against
hers, and to answer her persecution of the prophets of Jehovuh with his own slaughter or the priests of
Baul. Unleralded he bursts upon the scene, and uainvited he stands in presence of the king, hisrough
mantle and unshorn hair marking a contrast with the jeweled and robed courtiers. His message is brief
and ferrible ; no good tidings of merey, but the warning of wrath, He does not even call to repentunee
nor invite to faith, He simply forewarns of coming doom, and then stalks forth from the royal presence
as suddenly as he came. It is as if a bolt of lightning had shot forth from the sky, and then folded itself
away, so suddenly did the rough prophet drop out of sight.  'We see him aguin communing with God by
the brook, feding upon the slender store brought by his winged servitors, bearing comfort and support
to the widow of Zarephath, and every-where Le appears as the man of fellowship with God, of fuith, and
of obedience,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Verse 1. Elijah. Ilis nume means, * Jchovah
is my God,” and the name expressed his charaeter,
which was uncompromising and rudieul in fidelity
to the God of Isrnel. We know very little of his
history and nothing of his ancestry. (1) Not
“who™ a man is, but * what" ke is, is the impor-
tant question. 'The Tishbite. Perhups indicating
that he was a native of a place called Tishbi, or
Tishibeh, of whieh nothing is known. Gilead.
The country on the east of the Jordan, a lofty table-
land stretehing to the 8yrinn desert, the home of a
roug’i, uneultivated people. It is noteworthy that
the greatest prophets of the past and the great-
est preachers of the present began life in the free
life of the country, Said unto Ahab, Foronce
the wicked king heard the voice of a man and nnt
of flattering courticrs, As the Lord God of

Israel liveth, His mission was to proclaim Je-
hovah as against Bual, a living God aguinst dead
idols. Before whom I stand. He stood before
God as his servant, and in an of persecution
made a bold confession. (2) Why should any fol-
lower of the living God be ashamed to own his
service? There shall not be dew nor rain.
Perhaps not absolutely none, for then the country
would become a descrt, but a drought sufficient to
convince king and people that it came from the
hand of God., Baal was the god of nature, and
such a test would show his utter impotence. Bat
according to my werd. This would prove
that he spoke by a divine authority, *Ilow big
doth he speak when he speaks in God’s name.”—
Bishop Hall. (3) See in this the fidelity, courage,
JSaith, and obedience of God's prophet.
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2. The word of the Lord. How it came we
know not; perhaps by un inward impression which
he reeognized as divine. Saying, The object of
the command was to protect him from the rage of
Ahab, who would seize him, cither to put him to
death or to compel hiw to remove the curse from the
land.

3. Turn thee eastward. From Sumaria,
where he had met the king. Hide thyself,
(4) There are tignes when God's seroants must stand,
and times when they may fly, The brook
Cherith,. An unknown torrent running into the
river Jordan from the mountain region. It has been
supposed by some to be the Wady Kelt, ncar Jericho,

4. Thon shalt drink of the brook. Pu-
hups this brook would be kept running longer than
otliers to supply bis needs. Y have commanded
the raveas. Foul birds of prey were to be truns-
formed in their nature and bring food to God's
servant.  Some would change the Hebrew oiebim
into arabim, ** Arabiuns,” and say that he wan fed
by wandcring Arabs ; but if we belicve in miricles
at all, why not accept the pluin statement of Script-
ure! (5) See how precisely God directs the ways of
the servant 1who trusts him.

5, 6. So he went and did. Reason would
huve urged a thousand arguments against obedi-
ence, but fuith * went and did.” Dwelt by the
brook. A lonely place, but Elijuh by the brook,
alone with God, was happier than Ahab in his
palace with atroubled conscience. (6) There are
Limes for patient waiting as well as active working.
The ravens brought him. Eachduy some food
for the day, but none for to-morrow. (7) * From
hand to mouth™ is a comfortable way to live, if it
e from the hand of God to the mouth of his child.

7. After a while. The time is indefinite,
but some have supposed it to have heen about a
year. The brook dried up., Iinagine how
Elijub’s fuith was tested a8 he saw the rivulet grad-
uully lessening in volume. (8) May it be ours to
dwell by the viver of life which never runs dry!
Because there had been no rain. 8o that
the fuet which on one hand tried his trust was on
the other a proof of his prophetie inspiration,

8,9. The word of the Lord. It came to
him from ubovl; it comes to us fiom the written
word ; and ours is the more sure wor.l of propheey.
Get thee to Zarephath. An ancient city,
midway between Tyre and Zidon, Zidon, now
called Surafend. Belongeth to Zidon. Zidon,
on the sca-coust, was the very lead-quurters of
Baal-worship, and the home of Jezebel. A strange
command ; “us if one flying from 2 lion was
direeted to seck refuge in a lion’s den.”’—Guthrie,
It was a journey through drought-smitten Jsrael,
fraught with dangers, to & place more daagerous
still, (9) God's commands are not to be measured
by worldly standards of expediency. Dwell there,
8eo how right under Baal's shadow God was rais-

ing up and prescrving Baal's destroyer! (10) God
loves to show how impotent are human plots against
his will. A widow woman. The eondition of
the widows in the East is helpless in the extreme ; so
that to rceeive support from xuch a source was an-
other trial to Elijuh’s fuith, But then Ahab would
never search for the prophet in such quarters. Teo
sustain thee. Yect in so doing she was herself
sustained and blessed. (11) They 1who contribute to
God's cause receive more than they give.

10. He arose and went, Notice through-
out Elijul’s history the promptness with which he
obeyed the eommands of God’s Spirit, The gate
of the city. An old tradition locates the very
spot of this meeting south of the city. The
widow woman was there. An unpropitious
prospect, not encouruging to the fleshly natare, a
support from a starving widow! ‘It was like
leaning his whole weight on a support as fiail as a
spider’s web."—Guthrie. But Elijuh knew that
the thread of God's purpose, how frail soever it
seems, is a cable that human strength can never
break. A little water. He was thirsty from
his journey ; she was famished with hunger; *“ they
shall do cach other good, those two,”"—E. P. Hood.
Two atoms with omnipotence behind them are
mightier than two kingdows in Baal’s name,

11. She was going. In her own need she
was mindful of another's nced, und was ready to
help to the limit of her power, A morsel of
bread. It was nota selfish request, but was made
utider divine direction, to show the widow’s want
and awakea ler faith., Perhups, also, Elijuh was
not quite sure whether she was the one to whom
God had directed him, und spoke to her as a test.

12, As'the Lord thy God liveth., Iler an-
swer showed that she knew Jehovah, the God of
Isracl, and recognized Elijah as a worshiper, if not
ulrendy as a prophet. I have not a cake. The
word indicates **a round eake, baked in the ashes,”
A handful of meal. The meal was probab'y
of barley, the common food of the lower ¢l sess, Im
a barrel. Rather, “in a jar,”" a long vesscl of
clay, such as is ~tiil seen inthe East. A little oil.
Olive-oil in those lands tukes the place of butterand
lard, aad is universally used in evoking. In a
cruse. Lather, ‘“a bottle ; ” though the form of the
vessel as used in the East varies greatly. Gathe
ering two sticks. That is, ‘o few sticks, a
hundful.” Dress ite In the East there is a very
little fuel uscd, and the eooking is exceedingly piain,
Eat it, and die. The proplet finds nced instead
of support; and must give before he cun receive,
Perhaps this was onc lesson that he was to learn,

13. Elijah said. Elijah knew his God, he
remembered Cierith and the ravens; he recalled
the manna in the wilderne-s, and he spoke to
strengthen her faith, Fear not. Ilow often we find
this little sentence of encouragement in the Word!
Make me....first. This was not from a sclfish
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desire for his own preservation, for he who had been
fed by the ravens knew that God eould and wounld
care for him. e spoke by inspiration to test and
to strengthen the widow's faith. Thy son.
There is an ancient tradition that this boy, lrought
back from death by the prophet’s prayer, afterward
became his servant, and was the prophet Jonuh,
14. Thus saith the Lord God of Israel.
lle was not sleeying, though he 1 to be; he
was living, and at hand to verify the worl of lis
messenger, Meal shall not waste, Tlere was
more than one lesson in this miracle ; iv showel the
reward of faith, the care of God over his own, and
it was a living pictare of God’s cau~c, slender and

foeblo, yct supported by divine power through the
days of trial.

15, 16. She went and did. Iler fuith was
as mighty as his, and nerved her to surrender her
all at the summons of a stranger, Every line of her
churacter a8 here drawn is fine and noble, (12)
Christ's words to us are, Go and do. May we be
ever ready to obey God's call and give to his cause !
Her house, Dossibly there were others in thit
louschiold. Eas many days. It may have heen
two years, oreven more.  What a large reward for
one act of faith | Meal wasted not. Maithew
Henry remarks: ¢ The meal and the oil multiplied,
not in the hoarding, but in the spendi g."

CAMBRIDGE NOTES.

From a dark and barren period of militarism
and revolution the annals of the northern kingdom
suddenly came forth into a time of unparalleled
grandcur,  As ever, it was in the very darkest hour
thut the rcformation dawned. Omri had led the
people further from God than any before him, but
his son ourstripped him far, Himself rather weak
and self-indulgent than actively wicked, Ahab sup-
plied all his own deficiencics in cvil by his choice
of a quecen, a woman whose character has been in
the imugination of posterity the symbol of abso-
lutely infirnal malignity. But strong though Jeze-
bel was she met her match in Elijah, than whom
history can preseut no figure more grand. The
splendid simplicity of the Bible narrative will
bring home Elijal's greatness moro vividly than
the most cloquent modern writing could do, but T
cannot pass over two master-minds which have
worthily treated this great theme, Dean Stanley’s
chapter on Elijuh in the Lectures pn the Jewish
Church may rank with the gems of our literature,
Mendelssohn’s music is the unapproachable com-
mentary on the sacred text, and those who know it
wiil not wonder at the unique fuscination exercised
at-all times by the great weird prophet, for whom
inapired authority i8 needed to convinee us that lie
was really ** a man of like nature with ourselves,”

Verse 1. Tho great increase in literary and
spiritual power mukes it clear that the narrative

and the margin is certainly preferable. As Jee
hoyah liveth. This appeal to the living God is
tremendously forceful on the lips of these great
rdformers, whose mission was to destray the wor-
ship of dead yet deadly idols, The lofty defiance
of Elijah’s tone reminds us that he stands fearlessly
befure the first King of Israel who darcd to dispute
the fact that Jehovah was “the God of Israel,”
Before whom. Sce note on chap. 12, 6, How
constantly Elijah “stood before " the Divine King
is strikingly brought out by comparing St. James's
statement (5. 17), that this judgmeut was both
brougiit on and taken away by the yrophet’s fervent
prayer. But ncither here nor at chap, 18, 41, iy
there any mention of prayer—it is cnly that with
such a man all life was praycr. Dew nor rain,
Comp, chap. 8. 85. This “scourge of God” i
terrible indeed in n country annually parched by
*ix months' drought, and only saved from utter
barrenncss by the “early rains of autumn,

2. Whether from awe or from incredvlous ¢ n-
tempt, Jezebel seems to have made no effort to de-
tain Lim,

3. Brook. A mountain torrent falling into
Joudan on the east, presumably in the wild country
«f Gilead, whence the prophet eame,

4. A re-enforcement of the greut truth of Deat.
8. 3. It is hurdly wor:h while to mention that
some i persons, by reading * Arabs? f.¢

comes from a new source, very palpably prophetic.
The compiler has shown great art in leaving un-
touched the abrupt opening which so perfeetly suits
Elijal’s character. Tl lightning might fi 1y figure
him—cver flashing suddenly none knew whence,
seathing with one «read stroke the appointed vie-
tim, and then flashing back none knew whither,
Blijah. “Jchovali is ny God,” a name oxactly ex-
pressing his mis-ion. Comp, chap. 18, 39, Tishe
bite. The only known Tishbite was in Naphtali, but
if the LXX, (<cc margin) is right there must have
hoen anotherin Gilead. * Tishbite" mightalso be a
family name, Some textual error is not unlikely.
Sojourners. This rcading gives no natural sense,

“ravens,” have triumphantly ciiminated the miru-
c'e. ' We may attend to them and their kind as soon
us this sort of nibbling criticism cun prove tlat
Seripture never meant to deseribe the supernatural,

6. The LXX. reads, “Bread in the morning,
and flesh in the evening,” which is supported by
Exod. 16. 12,

7. There issomo doubt low long the drovght
lusted, Cliap. 18. 1, says it ended “in the third
year” (that is, perhiaps, of Elijul's stay at Zare-
phath) ; Menander's History of Ethbaal, quoted
by Josephus, speaks of twelve montl s ; while a
tradition prescrved in the New Testamont (Luke
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4,253 Jas, 5. 17) gives the period us three and a
half years,

8. The prophet who, men thought, had caused
the drought could not save himself from ity he is
safe only because he trusts in God. It nceded an
Elijah’s fai h to expect his sustenance from birds of
prey and a heathen widow, “yill not" and “eannot,”
being transformed into God's ninistering angels.

9. Zarephath, Notetheemphasis with which
this village, on the road between Tyre and Zidon,
is connected with the city of Jezebe)'s father. The
deep ravine, unvisited by foot of man, had sheltered
him from the hounds of hatred ; he was now to os-
cape by secking the one country where he was most
sure of eapture. € ded. God’s 1
was simply the unselfi-h heart with which he had
endowed Lor the possession of a gift is the com-
mand to use it. Widow, Throughout the East
u very proverb of the extremest want. There.
Our Lord commentson the privilege withheld from
Isracl and granted to a country so utterly degraded
as Zicon. Seripture twice shows us how, even amid
that accursed race, woman could be woman stiil
(Mark 7. 26).

10. Fetch. Always a gift of value in such a
climate, but costly indeed now. Yet the mere sight
of the way-worn traveler dispatched her at once to
supply his need.

12. As Jehovah, Elijah was marked as a
Hebrew by his dialcet, intelligible to a Phenician,
but of course distinctive. She appeuls to his God,
to be more certainly belicved. There is as yet no
recognition of the prophet, nor of the supremucy of
Jehovah, Cakes Thesmallest fragment of baked
meal. Oil. Used as butter is with us. Two
sticks. She had to go outside the town to find
even one or two castaway bits of wood. Som.
There is a legend that he became the prophet Jonah
it has small probability.

13. First. The practical test of her fuith in the
prophet’s promise, acercdited to her, we may sup-
pose, by the eonvincing force of his voice and bear-
ing. She must, indecd, have been prepared by Je-
hovah, thus v questioningly to give up the last
morsel ut a stranger’s word, Man’s extromity was
God's opportunity here; us the Jewish proverh
says: “When the barrel is all but wasted, then
comes Elijah.”

14, God of Israel, Let Baal and Ashtoreth
do the same! Waste. Apparently, the same
“ handful”” remained in the barrel, never wore or
less, and each morsel was obtained by an act of
fuith,

15. House. The LXX. encourages us to sub-
stitute *“ son,” a small chunge improving the seuse,

16. It is perhaps significant that in this and simn-
ilar miracles by Elisha and by our Lord there is mul-
tiplication but not actual creation. There was a
litle meal—twenty loaves—flve loaves and two
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ﬂ-l:en—:ml;.;;u;(ll the Creator would not bring
something out of ab-olute nothinguess ufter the
primal act of creation was achieved,

The Lesson Council.

Question 3. What were the leading traits of
Elijah ?

1. The most noteworthy trait of this mysterions
character was fuith in God's word. 2. Tlis obx di-
ence to God’s command. 8. His fearlcssncss, 1lo
probably knew that a price had been sct upon his
head, yet he hesitated not to go hefore Ahab. - 4. Tis
boldness in denouncing sin, even though it be found
in the king. His scarching “ Thou und thy father's
house” is strikingly similar to Nathan’s Thou wt
the mau 5. His weakness—such as despon.lency
and impatience—which he cxhibited soon after his
vietory on Mount Carmel.—Rev. H. . Ewing, b.D.

Unbending integrity, sincere piety, unflinching
courage, and unfailing encrgy and zeal, These traits
are exhibited in his constnt and unquestioning
obedience to God, not only when obedicnce seemed
to lead in safe paths, but when gravest peril threat-
cned. They are further khown by his God-trusting
hubit, by his patience under triul, by his uncom-
plaining submission to solitude and passive wuiting
when God so ordered it, and by his tireiess activ-
ity whenever and wherever duty called.—dJvel V.
Eaton, 8.1.D.

1. Splendid ‘physical cournge. To stand bef.re
such a king as Ahab and deliver the awful message
which had been intrusted to him required the spirit
and daring of a hero, 2. Wonderful patience and
self-control, A hero in the presence of a crowd is
often a coward in solitude ; but Elijah was as mighty
in the desert asin the palace. 8. Rare devotion and
humility. Though the honored prophet of God, he
was willing to share the plain fare and seant com-
foris of the little home in Zarophath, and wait pa-
tiently for years the will and purpose of God. 4. A
faith which was the mightiest ever known among
men,  His faith as an iron hand opened and closed
the heavens at will—J. Wesley Johnston, D.D.

Analytical and Biblical Outline.

Elijah’s Fidelity Rewarded.
I. Tur Fioeury or Eruan,
1. Boldness, * Said unto Ahab.” v.1.
¢ Be thou strong. ...courazeous,” Josh,1. 7.
“ Be strong in the Lord,” Eph. 6.10.

2. Faith. * Thus saith the Lord." v. 1.

« Evidence of things not seen.” Ileb, 11. 1.
¢ Staggered not at the promise.” Rom. 4. 20,
3. Obedience. ** Did according.” v. 5.
“ By fui h Abraham,...,obeycd.” Heb. 11. 8.
“Do whatsoever I command you” John
15. 14,
4. Trust. ** Duwelt by the brook.” v. 5.
“Trust in the Lord.” Paa, 87. 8,
+ Be careful for nothing.” Phil 4, 6, f
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IL. Tue Rewaros or Evisan.
1. Insight. * Word of the Lord came.” v, 2.
“Secret of the Lord....with them.” Psa,
25. 14,
“They are spiritually discerned.” 1 Cor. 2. 14,
2. Guidance. ** Turn thee..,.kide thyself.” v.8.
“T will guide thee with mine eye.” Psa. 82, 8,
*Thine eurs shall hear.” Isa. 80. 21.
8. Care. *‘ Ravens brought....bread.” v, 8,
“Thou shalt be fed.” Psa. 7. 8.
““ God shall supply all your need.” Phil. 4, 19,
4. Blessedness. ‘ Ske, and he....house.”
v. 15,
Yo shall be a blessing,” Zech, 8. 18,
“Ye are the salt of the earth.,” Matt. 5, 13,

Thoughts for Young People.
The Honors of God’s Follower.

We see in Elijah a mun who stood forth openly,
avowedly, uncompromisingly, as a follower of G.d.
Ho received for this, great privileges, which we can
have on the same terms,

Lo There is the honor of insight into the divine
purposes. He new what others knew not, be-
cause, living in communion with God, the divine
seeret was with lim (verse 1),

2. There is the honor of divine guidance. Every
step was under God's direction, whether to Sama-
ria, Cherith, or Zarephath (verses 2, 8, 14),

3. There s the honor of divine care. God’s
child is safe, for his Father’s arm is around him,
While others fumish, he has food, even though
birds may bring it (verse 6).

4o There is the honor of becoming a blessing to

oool, sweet, a shaft of crystal, a stream of silver, a
flow of life towurd the Jordan, 0, how eagerly the
prophet must have stooped, quaffed those waters,
und then thonked God for Ch.rith and a hiding-
place in this valley of deliverance !

But food—whence will that come? He will need
none to-night, and the fulfillment of Jechovah’s
promise will surely arrive in the morning, The
prophet may seek, like Jacob, a stone for a pillow,
cushion it with his folded muntle, und then lie down
at the foot of Jacob’s lndder, Morning has come,
morning in the dark vulley, driving out the
shadows and lighting up Cherith’s Lubbling flow.
Will it light up any breakfust for the fugitive 1
Look up! What is that aguinst the bright blue
sky? Those dark objects, afloat in the atmos-
phere, descending now, swooping down toward
Cherith! The hungry prophet sces them. How
eagerly he watches them! Are those Jehoval's
birds of promise? Yes; and they drop a breuk-
fust out of their beaks, Ah, how good to drink of a
brook to which the great $hepherd himsclf has led
this hunted one of his flock, and liow sweet the
bread the same thoughtful hand has brought!
And day after day comes the same unfuiling sup-
ply. But the brook! Itis lessening.  There is no
rain in the mountains, Cherith is drying up!
More and more slonder is its stream. It ruus
slower. It is only a thread of silver, It fulters,
halts, disappears.  Only a dry, hot channel under
the parching sun, !

Whither now, Elijah 1

Ahab will surely have thee,

O, how wrathful he was, his anger hotter than

others.  Not only is his own life prescrve I, but he
becomes the meaus of preserving other lives (verses
13-16).

—

Lesson Word-Picture,

Who is this that steps before the idolatrous Ahab,
one day, and announces a solemn purpose by the
despised Jehovali? Dressed like a prophct, stern
of mien, rugged of feature, with bold front, with
commanding voicc and gesture, Elijah suddenly con-
fronts Ahab. ** Who is it prophesying no dew, no*
rain 1" ask the smooth-voiced courticrs. ¢ Fa-
aatie, fool, madman, liar!” ¢ Whence did he
come, this thunderbolt?” wonders the astonished
Abab.  ““8hall he be suffercd to go away ?” asks
mcre than one of those about the throne,

Stop him? He has gone like a lightning flash
out of the summersky, Look eastward ! Tlere is
a solitary traveler specding toward the Jordan, Ilis
life is in danger. He turns not to the right por the
left. A brook flashing down through a vulley is in
his thoughts, A wild ravine in which to lide is
womewhere ahead. And there it is shadowy and

the sun! But a stronger kecps thee,
Elijah, To Zarephath now! Why, that is in
Philistia, not Judea! Never mind, speed away !
And who will feed thee, a king, n prinee, a rich
merchant? A woman, Elijah, n widow ; and there
shull be a wealth of supply—beyond the ravages
of the fuminc! One that you know? No; a
stranger, a Canaanite ; but obey ! Speed on!
Zarephath now,

There is a woman who, looking one morning
into her meal barrcl, sces a single handful, and in
hererusc is a little oil.  That is all the chance for
food in the house, all there is for lier and her
durling son, She will cook this little remnant,
They will eat. They will die, “I will pick up a
stick or two outside tho city gate and kindle my
fire,”” she says.

She bas gone to the gate. Bhe eyes the ground
for a precious bit of wood, like a hound hunting
up rare game, like a miner searching for gold.

But body is nearing the gat traveler,
heated, parohed, hungry, h , 8 Jew,

There is n whisper in Lis cur; ¢ Elijah, that is
the woman."”

Yes ; that poor stick-gatherer,

secluded. In its depth is the brook Cherith, clear,

She may give him a drink, but, O, how much
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fuith it takes in Elijah to request und seck food !
And now she makes a solemn oath, and gives an
inventory of ber resources—a handful of meal, a
spoonful of oil! That is allj and must he look to
her for foo !, and does he want it? Yes; and the
first cake she cooksl

And if she bring it, that barrel of meal shall not
waste, that cruse of oil shall not fail, until ruin
may come. And somehow the poor Canaanite
hus faith in this stranger, even as another Canaan-
ite woman shall have faith in One greater, whom
Elijuh foreshadows, Hark ! T hear a erackling fire.
I «m 1l the cooking food. Isce the woman bring-
ing her little offering of charity and trust, and, lo!
the b rrel wasting not, the eruse failing not! The
Lord provides.

By Way of Illustration.

Verses 5, 9, and 15, Obedience saved them., A
teacher was explaining to her class the words con-
ceruing God’s angels, ** ministers of lis who do his
pleasure,” and asked, ‘*‘ How do the angels carry
out God’s will?”  Muny answers followed : ** They
doit well.” “Thcy doit with all their heart.” And
after a pause a quietlittle girl added, “ They do it
without asking any questions.”

If a boy at s-hool be bidden to cipher and cloose
to write a copy instead the goodness of the copy will
not xave him from censure, We must obey whether
we see the reason or not, for God knows best. A
guide through an unknown coun'ry must be followed
without demur. A captain yields complete author-
ity to the pilot. A soldier in battle must fight when
and where he is ordered. Afterward he may or
may not be able to see the wisdom ot his commander.
The farmer must obey God's natural laws of the
xeasons if he would win a harvest ; and we must all
obey God’s spiritual laws if we would reap happi-
ness here and hereafter,

A Negro preacher onee said : ** Brethren, whateber
the good God tells me to do in dis blessed book, dat
I'm gwine to.do, If I see in it that I must jump
through a stone wall, I'm gwine to jump at it.
Going through it belongs to God—jumping at it be-
longs to me,”

“ Fear not /" **‘Fear not!’ If there were an ant
at the door of thy granary, asking for help, it would
not ruin thee to give him a grain of thy wheat; and
thou art nothing out a tiny insect at the door of His
all-sufficiency,”—Spurgeon.

‘Wesley, preaching at D ter, told of a R
ist woman who had broken her crucifix and went to
her priest erying out, ** Now I have broken my
orucifix I have nothing to trust in but the great
God.”  Wesley exclaimed, * What a mercy she had
a great God to trust in,”” A Romanist priest who
was present was poworfully affected, ¢ The great
God to trust in”" opened his eyes to the truth, and

he subsequen:ly became un earnest and fuithful fol-
lower of’ Christ.

In the days of the Reformation Brentius of Wiir-
temberg, being pursued by persecuting soldiers, es-
caped into a hay-loft, and ¢ neeuled himself under
the hay. The soldiers entered the place and ran
their bayonets up through the hay without detect-
ing him, Every day for fourtcen days a hen laid
an ogg in the hay, which was lis only means of
support. Then the supply ceased, which he took us
an intimation of Providence that it would now be
safe to come out from his concealment. Ie found
that the soldiers had just left the town, und he was
able to seek a place of safety.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Picture the times when Elijah appeared: Baal-
worship, Ahab, Jezebel, Iiel (1 Kings 16. 34), per-
secution (1 Kings 18. 4), fow worshipers of God,
alturs destroyed, ete....The reformer—his coming,
acts, traits, ete....Draw map, and trace Eljah’s
journeys: 1. Gilead to Samaris, and the mecting
with Ahab. 2. Samaria to Cherith, near Jerichn,
and the lessona of faith and God's care, 3. Che-
rith to Zarephath, and the meeting with the widow.
....Two aspects of the leason are the human and
divinej one the truits of character shown by Eli-
jah: 1. Fidelity to God; 2. Fuith in his word;
3. Boldness; 4. Communion with God; 5. Obe-
dience j 6. Trust in divine cure.  The cther is the
privileges which Le enjoyed as a follower of God :
1. Insight; 2. Divine guidance; 3. Providentisl
care ; 4. Made a blessing....The widow of Zure-
phath shows : 1. Maternal love : 2. Faith in God §
3. Sclf-denial ; 4. Geuerous giving; 5. Rewards
which she enjyed.

References.

Freeman. Ver. 10: Sticks for fuel, 307, Ver,
12: The meal-jar, 308 ; bread-making, 115 the ex-
pression “two” used to signify a few, 678....
Foster's Cyororenia,  Vers. 1-6 Poetical, 1271,
Ver. 4: Poctical, 810. - Vers, 8-17: Proxe, 9632,
Ver. 6: Prose, 2062, 2063, 2322, 2323; Doetical,
8373 ; Prose, 5804, 8774, 8775, 8777, 8TT8, 0376,
Vers. 9-16: Poetical, 1246, 1348, Vers, 9-17: Po-
ctical, 4118, Ver. 14: Prose, 2211, 8932, 11567,
12072, 12078, 12074,

Primary and Intermediate.

Lesson Trovenr. Our Father's Care.

Introductory. Recall the gollen culves, Ask
who made them, what for, where they were set up,
and what commandment was broken by worshiping
them, Tell how this sin of idolutry grew among the
pople, and how at lust God said he must punish
Isracl, Make or pin up & crown on the blackboard,

LI




. 18,

ul fol-

Wiir-
T8, C8-
under
il ran
letect-
n laid
s of
ook us
ow be
found
e was

Baal-
), per-
" God,
ming,
1'jah’s
ecting
richn,
. Che-
vidow.
n and
y Eli-
word §
. Obe-

is the
" God :
lentiul
' Zure-
L God §
swards

setical,
0376.
7: Po-
11567,

e.

- Ask
set up,
shiping
ong the
punish
kboard,

Jan, 18.]

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER,. 29

This may stand for the King of Israel. What wus
his name? No; it was not Jeroboam, Ile had heen
dead a long time, and five kings followed in his
evil ways. Now Alab was king, and he wus worse
than all who had gone before him, e married a
wicked heathen woman named Jezebel, and he built
an altar for Baal, and worshiped him,

Show a preture of the prophet Elijah, If one ean-
not be had make a prophet’s staff on the board,
Tell that God did not leave Isracl in ignorance of
their sin, e sent a good man to teach them the
worship of the true God. But they would not hear
him, Describe the meeting of Elijah and Alhub, It
made Ahab angry to be told that God would punish
Israel. He was angry enough to kill Elijuh, but
God would not Jet him.

Show a picture of the globe. Tell that G«d made
it, and all things upon it. Ile is the ruler of all,
He sends day and night, wind and rain, Ie keeps
us in life; no one can live a moment without him,
God sanid he would not ser.d rain or dew upon Israel,
Teach that he wanted to make them see that he was
God. Impress the lesson that nothing is so bad for
a nation or a person as to forget that God lives and
reigne, We forget this when we put any thing be-
fore God.

Point out the Jordan on the map. Near this was
a brook namcd Cherith, Here the Lord told Elijah
to go and hide, Ho drank water from the brook,
and every day the ravens brought him food to eat,
God sent them, Elijah was doing God’s work, and
God took ecare of him, God can send birds on his
errandds, The birds belong to God. Do we think
of' it when we see them ?

A long time passed, and no rain or dew fell. The
brooks dried up, and the sheep and cattle died for
want of water. The ground was so dry and hard
that nothing could grow in it for people to eat. Ev-
ery body was hungry. People were dying for food.
What did Elijah do when the brook Cherith dried
upt

Away over here in Zarephath lived a good woman
who helievél in God, She was a widow and had
one little boy. Elijah did not know her, but God
did. He told Elijuh to go Zarephath and let this
woman eare for him., Tell how Eiijah met her
gathering sticks to cook her last meal. She believed
that when this was caten she and her boy would
have no more food, and would soon die of hunger.
Tell how Elijah spoke the word of the Lord to her,
and how fully she believed it. Ilelp the children to
see how her own and her ¢hild’s lives were saved by
her fuith in the word of the Lord,

This story teuches us two great lessons, Print
in large letters, ** Fuith,” and * Obedience.” Teach
that faith is just believing. Ask some child if he
believes his mother will give him his supper to-
night, If he does, e will not ark some stronger
to feed him. He has faith in his mother, Let chil-
dren tell who in this lesson show thut they have

faith. Who were obedient ?
Not only the prophet and the
woman, but the birds also,
If a bird can obey God, ein-
not a child ?

What is a path for? Yoes;
to walk in. There is a path
to heaven. We must keep in
the path, or we shall not get
there. How can we do this?’ By fuith in the
Lord and obedience to him. Bing, *The Lord
will provide.”

Blackboard.

Expranation, Our Father is rich, not only in
houses and lands, but in every thing needful for
the body and soul. He fed Elijah, and filled the
barrel with meal and the cruse with oil, but he first
told Elijah what to do, and he did it with unques-
tioned faith. He places in our possession the key
to his granary ; itis the key of faith and obedience.
Pray for grace to keep it and use it.

Tue Lorp wirt Provipe,

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
The Lord’s my.
Though troubles assail,
How firm a foundation,
Guide me, O thou.

He leadeth me.

Never alone,

In xome way or other,
Lead, kindly Light.
All my doubts,

Seeds of promise,

We plow the felds, and,

The Lesson Catechism.
(For the entire 8chool.)

1, What did Elijah tell Ahab? That 1t would not
rain for years.

2. What fed Elijah when he hid from Ahab? Ravens.
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3. Where did God send him when the brook
dried up! To Zarephath,

4. Whom had God commanded to sustain him?
A widow woman.

5. What was her entire wealth? A handful

religion ; but there have been many

CATECHISM QUESTION.
6. Are there any other religions in the world?

There is only one Divine Teacher, and only one true
false teachers, and

of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a |there are many false religions,

cruse,

* 8. What wonderful thing did God cause?! The

meal wasted not, and the oil did not fail, |

o-

B. C. 904.] LESSON IV,

ELIJAH AND THE PROPHETS OF BAAL.

[Jan, 25.

GOLDEN TEXT. How long halt ye between two opinions? If the Lord be God,

follow him.

Authorized Version.

1 Kings 18, 26«39, [Commit to memory verses
38, 99.]

25 Anl E-li'jah said unto the prophets of Ba'al,
Chonse you one bullock for yourselves, and dress
¢ first; for ve are many ; and call on the name of
your gods, but put no fire under.

26 And they took the bullock which was given
them, and they dresscd 4Z, and called on the name
of Ba'ul from morning even until noon, saying,
O Ba'al, hear us, But there was no voice, nor any
that answered, And they leaped upon the altur
which was made.

“ 97 And it came to pass at noon, that E-lijah
mocked them, and said, Cry aloud ; for he ds a god §
cither he is talking, or he 1s pursuing, or he is ina

journey, or perudventure he sleepeth, and must be
awaked,

28 And they cried aloud, and cut themselves
after their manner with knives and luncets, till the
blood gushed out upon them.

29 And it cume to pass, when midday was past,
and they prophesied until the time of the offering
of the evening sucrifice, that ¢here was neither voice,
nor any to answer, nor any thut regarded.

+ 30 And E-li'jah said unto all the people, Come
near unto me. And all the people came neur unto
him, And he repaired the altar of the Lorp tkat
was broken down.

81 And E-li'juh took twelve stones, according to
the number of the tribes of the sons of Ja'cob, unto
whom the word of the Lorp came, saying, Is'ra-cl
shall be thy name :

’

32 And with the stones he built an altar in the
name of the Lorn: and he made a trench about the
altar, as great as would contain two measures of
seed,

38 And he put tho wood in order, and cut the
bullock in_picees, und laid Aim on the wood, and
said, Fill four barrels with water, and pour ¢ on
the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood.

34 And he saiil, Do 4 the second time. And they
did é¢ the seeond time. And he said, Do 4 the
third time, And they did 4 the third time.

35 And the water ran round about the altar;
and he filled the trench also with water,

36 And it came to pass at the time of the offering

1 Kings 18, 21,

Revised Version.

25 And E-li'jah said unto the prophets of Ba'al,
Choose you one bullock for yourselves, and
dress it first; for ye are many ; and call on the
name of your god, but put no fire under, And
they took the bullock which was given them,
and they dressed it, and ealled on the name of
Bu'al from morning even until noon, saying, O
Ba'ul, hear us. But there was no voice, nor
any that answered. And they leaped about the
altar which was made. And it came to pass at
noon, that E-li'jah mocked them, and said, Cry
aloud : for he is a god; either he is musing, or
he is gone aside, or he is in a journey, or per-
adveuture he sleepeth, and must be awaked.

28 And they eried aloud, and cut themselves after
their manner with knives and lances, till the

29 blood gushed out upon them. And it was so,
when midday was past, that they prophesied
until the time of the offering of the evening ob-
lation ; but there was neither voice, nor any to
answer, nor any that regarded. And E-li'jah
said unto all the people, Come near unto me;
and all the people came near unto him. And
he repaired the altar of the Lorp that was
thrown down. And E-li'jah took twelve
stones, nccording to the number of the tribes of
the sons of Ja'cob, unto whom the word of the
Lorp came, saying, Is'ra-cl shall be thy name.

2 And with the stones he built an altar in the
name of the Loro ; and he made a trench about
the altar, as great as would contain two meas-

3 ures of sced.  And he put the wood in order,
and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid it on the
wood.  And he said, Fill four barrels with
water, and pour it on the burnt-offering, and on
the wood. And he said, Do it the second time ;
and they did it the second time. And he said,
Do it the third time; and they did it the third

85 time. And the water ran round about the
altar; and he filled the trench also with water.

36 And it came to pass at the time of the offering
of the evening oblation, that E-1i’jah the prophet
came near, and said, O Lorb, the God of A'bra-
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;)f the evening sacrifice, thut E-1i'jah the prophet |

came ncar, and sail, rp God of A'bra-hum,
I'saac, and of [s'ra-¢l, let it be known this day that
thou art God f Is'ra-el, and that I am thy serv. nt,
and that 1 have done all these things at thy word,

37 Hear me, O Lorp, hear me, that this pcople
may know tiat thou art the Loro God, and that
thou hast turned their heart back again,

38 Then the fire of the Loro fell, and consumed
the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones,
and the dust, and licked up the water that was in
the trench.

39 And when all the people saw 4, they fell on
their faces: and they said, The Lorp, he 4 the
tiod j the Lorp, he is the God:

ham, of I'saac, and of Is'ra-el, let it be known
this day that thou art God in Is'ra-el, and that
Tam thy servant, and that I have done all

37 these things at thy word, Ilear me, O Lorb,
hear me, that this people mny know that thou,
Lorp, art God, and that thou hast turned their

38 heurt back again, Then the fire of the Lorp
fell, and consumed the burnt-offering, and the
wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked

39 up the water thut was in the trench, And
when all the people saw it, they fell on their
fices : and they said, The Lorp, he is God ; the
Lorp, he is God.

TIME.—About B. C. 904, Three years after
thie last lesson. PLACE.—The eastern extrem-
ity of Mount Carmel. RULERS.—1. Ahab, son
«f Omri, King of Israel; 2. Jehoshaphat, King of
Judah., DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—
“I'rue and false religion.

HOME READINGS.

M. Elijah and the prophets of Baal. 1 Kings 18,
25-20,

T, Elijah and the prophets of Baal. 1 Kings
18. 30-39.

I¥7. The chullenge. 1 Kings 18, 17-24.

Th. Answer by fire, 2 Chron. 7. 1-7.

F. Joshua's cull to decision, Josh, 24, 14-24,

N. Helplessness of idols, Psa, 135, 13-21,

N, The wisest choice, Deut, 30, 15-20,

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 118, New Canadian Hymnal.
Just as I am, without one plea.
No. 86, New Canadian Hymnal,
Come, ye sinners, poor and needy.
No. 96, New Canadian Hymnal,
““ Aleos: persuaded ” now to believe,
DOMINION HYMNAL.
Hymns, Nos, 79, 78, 81.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. The Prophets of Baal, v. 25-29,

Wiiere was this great test of the true religion
made ?

How did the drought come to an end ?

Tell what you know about the worship of Baal, *

Why is it that hipers of false 80
often tend to physieal extravagance !

What did Elijah mean when he said, “ He is a
god1”

Was it right for Elijah to mock these priests !

What was the hour for offering of the evening
sacrifice

ot
%

Does the popularity of any belief prove that it is
right ¢

Does religious eurnestness, of itself, save?

Is penance pleasing to God
2. The Prophet of Jehovah, v. 30-39,

Why did Elijuh take twelve stones?

What was the purpose of digging the trench
about the altar ?

Why did he repeatedly soak the wood and bul-
lock with water?

Is appeul to God ever in vain ¢

Was God's cause really any stronger because
these people now indorsed the true worship

Were the people any safer and happier after in-
dorsing it ?

Practical Teachings.

‘Where do we learn in this lesson—

1. The duty of avoiding the appearance of evil ¢

2. That God is not moved by the quantity of our
prayers?

8. That popularity does not make the cause of
God right

4. That earnestness does not always prevail ¥

5. That truth always prevails ?

Hints for Home Study.

1. Read the account of Elijah's meeting with
Obadiah.

2. Write down the singular order in whish the
various articles were consumed.,

8. Make a list of as many revelations of God
‘“ by fire” as you can recall or find,

4. Ascertain a singular symbolic meaning that
the Heb ttached to bers such as 3 and 4,
and 7 and 12,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. The Prophets of Baal, v. 25-29.

What challenge had been given to the priests of
Baal? (Verses 22-24,)

What did Elijah command them to do?

How long did they call on their gods?

What answer did they receive?

‘What, then, did they do?
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What did Elijah suy in moekery ? QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
What did the prophets then do ¢ SCHOLARS.
How long did they continue their efforts? What was the name of Ahab’s wicked wife! Jeze
What response did they receive? ebel,
What says God's word of those who eall on | "'y, 4iq she teach the people?! The worship
idols ? (Heb. 2. 19.) of Baal.
2. The Prophet of Jehovah, v. 30-39. What did Elijah want to do? To destroy
What did Elijah bid the people do? idolatry.
What did he rebuild Whaut did heget Ahabto do? To call all Ise
How many stones did he rebuild into the altar? rael to Mount Carmel.
Why did he take this number How muny prophets of Baal came? Four hune
What did he make about the altar ? dred and fifty.
What did he lay upon the altar? What did Elijah say to the people? (Gorvex
‘What, then, did he bid the people do? Text.)
How many times was this done? Whi did he tell the prophets of Baalto dot
At what time did Elijuh offer his prayer? To offer a bullock upon an altar,
Upon whom did he cull ? What did he say he would do? Offer a bule
What was his prayer iack upon another altar,
What answer came from the Lord { Whose God did he say would be the true God?
What did the people do? The one that answered by fire.
‘What did they say ? How long did the prophets of Baul pray to their
Wiat challenge does this story give to us? | ood7 All day.
(Govoen Texr.) Did they get an answer! No3 an idol cane
not hear.
_WOGUSI 4F e Losen. What did Elijsh then do? He built an altar
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. The folly of worshiping fulse gods? 00 St G 908,
2 Y ping K What did he offer upon it? A bullock.

2, The duty of worshiping the true God . 5 )
8. That God honors his true worshipers ? h::v:‘:‘.om did he pray! To the God of

Home Work for Young Bereans. How did the Lord answer?! He sent fire to

burn the sacrifice,
What did the people say when they saw this ¢

flaming bush,
Find the account of a prophet who was taken to ¢¢ The Lord, he is the God.”

heaven in a chariot of fire, Words with Little People.
Tell the nume of a people who were directed in OHOOSE—REFUSE.
their travels by a pillar of fire. Weall do one or the other. Every day—many
Find an account in the life of Christ when he | tineq 4 day—we choose to do vight or refuse to do
was enveloped in a flame and light. right! When we choose the right, we choose God 3
Recall a strange scene where on the head of each | wien we refuse the right, we refuse God.
member of a company of earnest worshipers there
sut a tongue of fire, Whisper Motto.
Tell how you think flame is typical of God. We will ciioose God this day.

Find the story of God revealing himself from a

General Statement,

Let us try to picture the scenc of that day. The bold tai it rising b Esdraelon and
Sharon is covered with the watching hosts of Israel,  On the west gleams the blue sea, flashing back the
rays of the sun, Above arches the deep blue of an Otiental sky, towurd which anxious fuces have for
three years vainly looked for signs of rain. Yonder are bled nearly a th d idol-priests, rally-
ingaround the banners of Baal and Ashtoreth, confident of their power and expectant of an easy victory, for
against them stands but one man, of wild, khagyy form, bronzed from exposureto the elements, and having
a scornful, somber look, as he surveys the throng. 1In his chariot sits King Ahab, ureasily gazing upon
the scene, but his queen is not by his side. Two altars are seen standing: one, the altar of Baal, gar-
Janded with embl of his worship, and surr led by his priests, but watched warily by the sharp
eyes of Elijah ; the other, the altar of Jehovah, once built of twelve unhewn stones, but now in ruins,
destroyed in the recent persecution. The test is proposed—an offering upon which fire shall be invoked
—*‘“and the God that unswereth by fire, let him be God.” We sce the altar of Bual piled with the use-
less sacrifice ; we behold the barbaric rites, the priests leaping, dancing, crying around their altar; wo
hear the solemn sarcasm of the prophet, casting their shame in their teeth, At last there is silence.
The exhausted priests cease from their efforts, and the altar stands alone, There has been no voice, nor
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any that regarded—Baal is a< one dead. And now comes Elijah’s hour. He steps forth, aud every cye
is riveted upon him. Yonder upon the mountain-side stands a ruined altar to the God of Istuel, once
fragrant with incense, now desolate from the hands of persccutors, The man of God gathers its scat-
tered stones and heaps up twelve into a mass, forming a rude altar, representative of the unity of Isruel

amid all its separations. Upon it he lays the wood fi

ir the burnt-offering, and above it the four quarters

of uslain bullock. Then he pours over all jar after jur of water, until altar and offering are soaked
through and through. There can now be no deception, and Elijuh sends upward his brief, calm petition,
while the thousands of Israel stand breathless. A moment, and a blinding light is scen descending
from the skies, It falls upon the offering ; it consumes the wood ; it crumbles the stone ; it licks up the
water. Jehovah is vindicated. “ The Lord, he is God !

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Verse 25. Elijah said. What had gone be-
fore is briefly told in our Lesson Statement. Read
the context closely. The prophets of Baal.
Many of whom, like the queen their mistress, were
foreigners, Dress it first3 for ye are many.
A vein of irony may be seen running through all
of Elijah’s dialogue. * You are the majority, and
shall have the first place.” Your gods. Idols
which were no gods, but which to many of the peo-
ple seemed 10 be real personalities, Put no fire
under. The people watched them closely to see
that no fraud was perpetrated.

26. Dressed it. Cut it in pieces and luid it on

the altar, Called on the name of Baal. Just,

as in India devotees will repeat for a thousand times
an inseription to their divinity, and as Mussulmans
will ery  Allah! Allah 1" for an entire day. No
yoice. The god failed them in their hour of need,
just a8 Satan ever deludes his victims, Leaped
upon the altar. The marginal translation is
better, * leaped up and down at the altar ;" that is,
around it ; just as the excited dervishes will perform
wild antics at the Mohammedan worship.

27. Elijah mocked them. This was in no
playful mood, but in the deepest earnestuess ; and it
showed the absolute confidence of the prophet in his
own cause, and his courage in the face of his exas-
perated enemies. (1) There are forms of unbelief
for which ridicule and contempt are the only fitting
answer. He is a god. *Surely he must be a
god, so ery louder; for perhaps he doesn’t hear!”
He is talkinge e is preoccupied in conversa-
tion with someone else, and eannot hear your eries.
He is pursuing. Literally, © He has withdrawn
himself;” has sought retirement from which you
must call him out. In a journey. All of these
actions, absurd as they scem in a divine being, are
spoken of the gods in ancient literature. One writer,
in the decay of the Greek religion, wrote, “ If the
gods should come down to earth now, and act as
they did once, they would be put in jail!”

28, Cut themselves, Even now, in certain
Mohammedan services, dervishes will chew and
swallow glass, pierce their cheeks with knives, and
insert needles into their arms and breasts in the
frenzy of their worship. !

29. They prophesied. In Scripture the word
4 propheoy " ia used of any case where there was an

utterance of words by persons in a state of religious
costasy.— Rawlinson. See 1 8am. 18, 10,and 1 Kings
22. 12, The time of the offering of the even=
ing sacrifice. Supposed to have been three o’clook.

30. Untoall the people. llcleaves the priests
to their frenzied prayers, and turns to the people,
whose return to God is the object of his endeavor.
Come mear. e called them that they might
obscrve his acts, be assured of the thoroughness of
his test, and listen to his prayer. Repaired the
altar. Thereby showing that it was no new wor-
ship which he was about to introduce, but a restora-
tion of the old one. That was broken down.
This verse, together with chap. 19. 10, shows that
under the influence of the prophets altars to God
had been crected in the ten tribes, probably to
counteract the influence of the calf-worship; in the
letter, but not in the spirit, a violation of the Mosaic
law requiring but one altar. These had been de-
stroyed under Jezebel's persecution, and now Elijah
rebuilds one of them.

31. Twelve stones. Thus showing that
though the unity of *the twelve tribedom™ was
broken outwardly, yet in heart all Israel was one.
Unto whom the word of the Lord came.
Perhaps the prophet repeated this ancient declara-
tion while erecting the altar. Tsrael shall be
thy name. This name was given to Jacob twice ;
first at his wrestle with the angel (Gen. 32. 28), and
afterward when he put away the *strange gods”
among his family (Gen, 85, 2-10). Perhaps the
latter naming is the one here referredto.  (2) God’s
Church s one, notwithstanding its various organiza-
tions. (8) Those only who follow their spiritual
ancestor are worthy of his name.

32. And with the stones, They were
rough, unhewn stones, 1.osely piled together, with
earth in the center. In the name of the Lord.
Dedicating it, when erected, to the name of the
Lord God of Israel. A trench about the altar.
So that the altar might be soaked with water and
at the same time surrounded by it. As great as.
Deep enough to contain twelve quarts of water,
which was amply sufficient to show that no de-
ception was practiced. (4) God's work seeks no
concealment, but is open.

33, Put the wood in order. Upon the
altar wood was piled up, aud upon the wood the
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sacrifice was laid, after being cut into quarters,
Fill four barrels. This should be * water-
Jars,”” or pitehers, such as are carried on the head.
With waters Some huve thought that this
came from a covered and unfuiling spring near
by, which may &till be scen. But it was more
likely salt water from the Mediterranean Sea, pro-
vided in advance by the prophet’s order.
34, 35. The third time. Thus making
twelve jurs in all, perhaps one for each tribe,
Ran round about. It drenched the offering,
penetrated cvery chink and ercvice between the
stones, and formed a little rivulet around the
altar,
36. Time of offering. If the work war be-
gun at this hour, as might be inferred from the
closing verse of the lust lesson, the final act must
have been later than three o'clock. But Elijah
may have begun his work while the idol-pricsts
were still praying, and have completed it just at
this time, when they gave up their vain attempt,
Elijah the prophet, 1In this hour, the crisis of
his lifs and the turning-point of the history, he
receives his proper title, Came near, and said.
Contrast the directness, the ealmness, and the con-
fidence of his prayer with the frenzied orgies of the
Baal priests! Lord God of Abraham, Isaac,
and of Israel. The very formula which hud
been proclaimed at the burning bush of Horcb
(Exod. 3. 15), and a suggestion that He who had once
before been revealed in fire would in like manner
appear again. Let it be known. Ile did not
specify the form of the manifestation, though
he knew that it would be by descending flume,
That thou art God. Eljuh’s great desire was
for the glory of God. I am thy servant. This
was no seifish ambition, but a humble desire thut
his mission might be rec gnized as from God.
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[Jan. 25.

These things at thy word., Not only the
shutting up of the heavens for three years, but the
slaughter of the priests of Baal, which was soon to
| be wrought; acts which would expose him to
great reproach, and for which a vindication from
God was needed. (5) Happy is that man who acts
consciously under a divine direction, (6) He who
lives for God is sure of God's care,

37. Hear me. The destiny of the nation was
at stake. If Elijub’s prayer had fuiled of answer,
his whole life would have been in vain, and his
people might never have been redecmcd. Turned
their heart back. They had forsaken their
fathers’ God, and Elijah’s highest desire is that they
may be brought buck to his service, See in Elijah’s
| yearning a forctaste of Puul’s self-denying zeal
(Rom. 9. 1-13),

38. Fire «f the Lord. Not a stroke of light-
ning. The sky was clear. An electrical discharge
could not prodnce the effect. How it was done we
need not know. 1t was as if one intensely brilliant
flame came from the sky, consuming every thing.
It wus a great miracle, but what wus it compared
with the miracle of the incarnation of the Son of
God, and his suffering, death, and resurrection, that
our hearts might be turned unto him ? ‘T'he stones,
and the dust. The intense heat crumbled the
stones and reduced the carth to a fine powder and
dried up the water in the trench,

39. They fell on their faces, Overwheimed by
the glory of the divine manifestation, The Lord,
he is the God. Perhaps it would be better to
reud, “ Jehovab, he is the God,” the only God, for
Baal was “*no god.,” Thus in a duy the nation
professed itself God’s people ; but the popular faith
soon passed away, and on the morrow Elijah found

himself alone once more,

CAMBRIDGE NOTES.

The magnificent scene on which we now enter iy
the crisis of the reformation in Israel. No event in
all history shows so mightily what God can do
through one man. As the scene opens we sce an
apostate nation ruled by n heuthenized king and a
heathen qucen, the worshipers of Jehovah hiding
in caves and holes from triumphant persecution, and
Baal’s kingship undisputed as that of the sun in
heaven. The shades of night descend on the glades
of Carmel when that momentous day is past, and 1o}
Israel has made the heavens ring with the shout of
allegiance to Jehovah. The priests of Bual lic in
their blood by the Kishon's turbid stream, and the
king himscif obeys the word of the awful prophet,
who hus stood alone with the banner of the Lord of
hosts, and carried it to vietory, It was a *“ decsive

battle,” though the sword of Jehu had yet its crown-
ing merey to fulfill—just as Marathon was no less
the decisive triumph of Greece because Salamis and

The kings who roseon the ruins of Ahab's accursed
house ** did evil,” it is true, *“in the sight of Jeho-
vah, but'the state religion was always the worship
of Jehovah, though dcbased by the symbols intro-
duced by Jeroboam, Alone, like Luther at Worms,
the great reformer accomplished his life’s task, and
through the breach he made there poured the ho-t of
his to restore rigl and peuce in
the desolation of tho idol-blusted land,

Verse 25. Tradition has m rked a spot near the
highest eastern point of Carmel, commanding views
of Jezreel, and a glimpse of the sea, whose name,
El Muharrakah, “the sacrifice,” very pluusibly
commemorates the event. Prophets. The word
denotes all who are believed to be the exponents of
a deity’s will. It therefore is used for false and
venal prophets, self-appointed, of Jehovah, and for
prophets of false gods, as well as for Jehovah's
chosen messengers. Baal. * Lord,” the same as

Platwa were needed to whip Xerxes back to Persia.

the Babylonian Bel was the most universal deity
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of the Shemit He rep ted especinlly the sun l
a8 the productive power of nuture. The numerous
locul cults of Bual account for the frequency of the
plural Baalin. Strictly speaking, the Phenicians
were not polytheists, for Melkarte, Moloch, ete., were
only manifesta ins of Baal, and Ashtoreth was his |
female counterpart. Ience, “ god,” not * gods,” in |
this verse, Many. And of course the majority |
must triumph ! Put no fire. Legend adls that |
their uttempt at fraud was miraculously defeatcd. |
Their evident awe of Elijah supplies & better ex-
planation.

26, Mendelssohn depiets with matehless power
the progress of this prolonged invoeation, the stand-
ing type of the * vain repetitions” by which
heathens in name and in fict have always sought
to win thar idol’s ear, The quiet melody, rising |
through more und more hurried movement to fren-
zied passion, and ever quickened by the prophet’s
ringing scorn, represents perfectly to the mind—it
is of course fur too beautiful to represent to the ear—
thut hursh aud formless chant, the swelling eager-
ness of the npostate lsraclites as they ungonize to
wring an answer out of that mocking silence.
Limped (margin). Go, perhaps, more probably.
Ttis a scronger form of the word by which Eiijah
deseribes (verse 21) the halting guit of the people as
they stumbled uncertainly ufter Jehovah or Bual.
The “limp” will denote their dance round the
altar,

27, Bitter sarcasm like this does not often in-
vade the profiund seriousness of Seripture. It is
thoroughly in eharacter on Elijuh’s lips, and ad-
dressed not 10 ignorant heathen worshiping accord-
ing to their light, but to I-ruelites who had delib-
erately exchunged light for durkness. A gods
And therefore can answer. Elijal’s keen satire
fustens on the necessary corollurics of making gods
in the likencess of menj the dignity of Zeus or
Apollo could not have stood such an exposure.
Musing. In telling contrast with Him whose
cternal counsels need no present maturing. Jours
ney. While Jehovah is ever in every place. An
excellent parallel appeurs in the Howerie journey of
Zous to hauquet with the Ethiopians, which delays
the fulfillment of Achilles's prayer. Sleepeth. |
« 1o that keepeth Lsrael slumbers not nor sleeps.”

28, They take him scriously, without a sus-
picion that his godship is being mude a fool of!
Fuster flics the awkward dance, while swords
(margin) «nd lances are thrown from one to the
other, the wounds unheeded as the frenzy grows
more wild,

29, Prophesied. Sach a word to describe
these ravings fincly Lrings out the fact thut they
stood in the same relation to their god as Elijab did
to Jehovah, Oblation. Offered in the temple
during the late afternoon, The twice repeated note
of time strikingly points the religious solidarity of
Judah and repentant Isracl. Neither voice.

How vividly this splendid clausc portrays the uwful
despair of that silence when the listening people had
caught the last exhausted whisper of the baffled
prophets! Well may wetry to realizo it, fordonot
men still turn in their trouble to the dumb idols
they have made in their prosperity, only to be
mocked in like manner!

30. A plausible addition of the LXX., tells us
that Elijah bude the Bual-prophets depart.  Altar
of Jehovah, Evidently one of the ‘‘high
places ”* regarded with such stern condemnation in
later days when the law was no longer the prop-
crty of the few. In Israel, cut off from the temple
worship, the prophets probubly tried to control and
not abolish these irregular shrines. This altar had
been destroyed apparently in Jezebel’s persceution,

31. Stones. Perhaps from the ruins of the
altar, whose * repairing™ is now deseribed, He
was following Moses (Exod, 24. 4), and would ig-
nore the unhappy schism which had torn asunder
what had been foun:led as one nation when Jeho-
vah gave the title of | onor to their great ancestor,

32. A two=seah measure (margin). This
measure was less than six gallons, and the sense
seems clearly that the treuch was deep enough to
hold this upright.

33. Water. A perenniul spring has been dis-
covered near the traditional site of the sacrifice,
never known to fail in the worst drought. Hence
came the water which was at once to evidence and
magnify the sign Elijah called for.

36, Jehovah, It is more than usually im-
portant to keep the personal name which Elijah
repeuts with such fervent emphasis. Mendelssohn
exquisitely points the contrast between the frenzy
of the false prophets and the ealm assurance of the
true. The God of. To the name which de-
scribes God as he is, Elijah adds that which com-
memorates the covenant with his people. That I.
The prophet has been so prominent in the whole
scene that he fears they will give him the glory.
But like his successor, the Baptist, Elijah will be
only “a voice;” the deel is God’s. These
things. The drought, and the challenge which he
had given to Baal.

37. This people. A phrase very often used
by the prophets to deseribe unfaithful Israel (Isa.
6. 93 Mutt, 15. 8,etc.). Thou hast. Ife speaks
of the coming sign and its result as already past.
God had revealed his purpose to his prophet—
faith, not as usual presumption, ** asked for o
sign.”” There is strong emphasis on ** Thou.”

38, The burnt-offering, consumed whole, typi-
fled entire consecration to Jehovah, And so a8 the
fire of God consumed the altar which symbolized
the people, wo rend the sign that Jehovah took
them once more to his own,

39. Jehovah, he is God. Almost identical
with the name of the prophet whose mission Was
thus fulfilled. (See last lesson). |
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The Lesson Council, ““Thy face strong against their faces.” Ezck,

m ; 8.8,0.

Question 4. Wa:y it vight for Elijak to build | V. His Rz;‘mlol'ﬂxv:ss.
an altar and offer sacrifices? Twelve stones. . . .built an altar, v. 31, 32,

Yes! He was evidently ncting by divine direc- “Thou shalt worship the Lord,” Matt. 4. 10,
tion, with the purpose of overthrowing the worship *“Fear the Lord, and serve him.” Josh, 24, 14,
of Baal and demonstrating the validity of God’s V. His Pravxs.
claim upon Isracl for service, Elijah’s altar, more- Came near and said, Lord God, v, 36.
over, was not a new one, but a restoration upon the “Call....I will deliver.” Psa. 50, 15,
ruins of a former altar of God, which fact was sig- “ Pray....I will hearken,” Jer, 29, 12,
nificant of the restored worship of Jehovah ; and | VI, His Parrn,
besides, Elijah built the altar *“in the name of the L' Zeb &8 Bo Buorom tMe day. v. 36,

Lord,” which implies that all he did in connection | “ Through faith subdued kingdoms.” Heb, 11,
therewith was wnder divine supervision and for the

33, 34,
authentication of God’s claim upon Israel for wor- “ Iluw; faith in God.” Mark 11, 22, 95,
ship.—Joel W. Eaton, S.7.D.

Yes! And for these reasons among others: 1. The
office of the prophet was higher than that of the Thoughts for Young People.
priest, and when necessary carried with it the [ Truth and Error,
priestly functions. 2. He !lndll.ll.' example of Sam- 1 Those who will not believe in God are often
uel for doing a like service, for thnugh_ Samuel | more credulous and superstitious than those who
sacrificed unto the Lord, yet hie wus not of the siild) worship him. Witness the follies of spiritualism
ular priesthood. 8, At this timo the office of the [ (verses 26-38),
priest was little thought of by the people, for the 2. The difference between truth and ervor o
altars of God were overthrown ; and perhaps shown inthe fact that one has divine power, and the
“many of even the chosen pricsthood had goneover | . e powerless (verse 29),
to the general idolatry, 4, Elijal in this whole trans- P hit
action was undoubtedly inspired of God. The fire Req““".” or "".ce”' ul Prayer,
descending upon his sacrifice sealed the honor of 8. A soul in fellowship with God. As was
Elijah’s priesthood.— /., Wesley Johnston, D.D. ' Elijah (verses 30-37): ) )

Why not? He certainly had good precedent. | 4. 4 covenant of God with "_“ people upon
Abel offered an acceptable sacrifice ; o, alo, did | twhich the ‘"‘1’1’1“'?"”" rests. ‘Th"‘ 13 uggested by
Noah, Isasc, and Jacob, He had a desire to deal ! the ‘“twelve tribes constituting the covenant

) s 2 X 4
openly and fairly with these prie<ts of Baal. Since | People, "'f'd by the names of the three patriarchs
they must sacrifice to secure the fuvor of their god, | (verse 36). 4 u )
lie would place the test on that ground and con- 4. An act of sacrifice. Elijab looked to the vir-
form to it. They could have no ground to charge | tve of a coming sacrifico ; we to one rendered cent-
him with jugglery. Besides, it was not a new thing | uries ago. ) A
to have.n].r'nlf‘ngerccmd unto the Lord. One wus al- B An earnest desire, which, up.remsd or uner-
ready on Carmel, und he only repaired it. Thut he pressed, forms the burden ‘3" the petition., o
did no harm may be legitimately inferred from the 8. Strong Jaith in God's power and willing=
result. Since Jewish sacrifices were typical of the | ¢85, Iad we Elijal’s faith we should sce answers
great Sacrifice, what harm for this prophet of God | t© prayer no less wonderful than his,

to offer a sacrifice *— Rev. 1, W, Bwing, B.D, —_

Lesson Word-Picture,

‘““ Have you heard what is going on 2" says one
prophet of Baal to another,

Analytical and Biblical Outline,
Elijah on Mount Carmel. “No; what isit?”

L. s Decision, | “They are planning for a trial of power, a trial

How long halt ye? v, 91, " by fire between our Baal and that strange God of
* Cannot serve God. ... mammon," Matt. 6, 24, | Elijah.”

* Choose you this day 2" Josh, 24, 15, ' “ Ha-ha!”

|
|

is the sncering reply ; “may I be

there to sce El'jul’s smoke? It will never become

| flame.”

| All the prophcts of Baal are there, and with them
what 2 sympathetic swarm of Israclites, crowds
upon crowds! But who is it standing opposite to

Baal's rabble? How many prophets of the Lord ?

l Only one! Ilow pitifully solitary hescems! Thag

I His Conripexce,
Choose you. .. .call. v, 25,

* Be not dismayed.” Isa, 41, 10, |
*“ Be strong.....good courage.” Deut, 31 6,
111, His Courack,
Elijak mocked them, v, 27,
‘“Speak bol.ly, as I ought,” Eph, ¢, 20,
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unit? Behind the unit is the universe. Back of
Elijuh is Elijah’s God !

But where is the god of the falsc prophets? Be-
fore Baal's altar they begin to shout, “O Bual,
hear us!" .

They dance, they jump, they implore, they gex:uo-
ulate. Hour after hour they swecp round in a |
howling, frenzied circle, Over ?gninﬁt them is
Elijah, calmly looking on and fearing naught, At
noon he taunts them:

“Jla-ha! Baal is a god. He is talking. Shout
louder! He is on a journcy. Call him home! i
Baal is asleep. Wake him up!” [

How they foel the thrust of his words, like the |
prick of an ox-goad. They shrick, they yell, they
arc crazy with fear and anxiety. It is noon when
Elijah mocks them, They rave and dance and
jump more furiously, They draw their knives. |
They pull out their lancets. They hack breast and
arms and legs. Such a devil-possessed troupe ;
their faces, hands, and bodies besmeared with
blood; their features distorted with rage; their
voices hoarse ; their souls drunk with fury and hate
and the devil’s inspiration, O, why cannot the
noonday sun shoot a kindling beam down upon |
their altar? That sun is Jehovah's. It shoots out |
no arrow for Baal. Still the pandemonium goes |
on. More and more frenzied, more and more devil-
ish aro these mad, outting, leaping, howling, whirl-
ing circles of hell.

At last tho transient sun says it is time for the
evening sacrifice, the old Hebrew evening prayer.
Hallowed commemoration ! It goes back to the days
of Solomon, of David, of Samuel, of Joshua, of
Moses in the pilgrim-way—back to the rites of the i
tabernacle, Consecrated time!  Beautiful hush of |
evening prayer, when, in the stillness of devotion,
God draws mgh to the praying soul and makes it
the holy place of the Shechinah. Will he come now ?
Elijah believes so.  There is an old broken-down
altar,  With twelve stones for the twelve tribes, as
it all of Israucl were pleading in Elijah, he mends
the ruptured relioc. When all things are ready, does
lie stop there? Noj. but floods it with water—altar
and wood and sacrifice.  Wet and drench and sat-
urate it, once, twice, thrice.

“ What o erazy mun ! " say Baal's bleeding, be-
fouled demons, .

But hush thut vain babble! Be still, be still,
every body, every-where !

Beside that altar, against the dense background
of curious worshipers, stands out the form of the
prophet. He kneels. He lifts his hands, his
face, his voice, his heart to Jehovah, e solemnly
invokes the descent of Israel’s God in fire, His
soul agonizes in that supplication, e has finished
You hear the splash, splash, splash of the dripping
water one moment. The next? Look, O Israel!
Look, O men of Baal! Fireis shooting down! It

dazzles, bewilders, awes, It scizes upon that wait-

ing sacrifice, and then Lears it away, carries it up
in one great, triumphant, consuming sweep of
flame !

With a whir and a crackle and a roar it is all
gone, the very water, all borne away to heaven.

But look again! There is another sight, there is
another sound !  Israel is bowing down, one pros-
trate mass of worshipers all over the plain j while,
like the sea roaring, swells that great shout, *The
Lord, he is the God !

By Way of Illustration.

“ Elijak said unto all the people, come near.”
“The priests of Baal went up alone. They were
afraid to have their people witness. Now I under-
stand why on the Baul side the doors are covered
with green baize and the windows with crimson.
Elijah was not afraid of his tests, He prayed,
¢ Jehovah, God of Abraham, Isaac, und of Isruel, let

‘

| it be known this day that thou art God in Israel !’

That is the reverent but straightf rward address to
his God of a man who spoke to a person just as 1
would address you, looking straight into your eye.
The priests of Baal went about their praying as did
a modern infidel, who in great trouble offered this
prayer: ‘O God, if there be a God, save my soul,

| if 1 have a soul!’ Elijah does not talk in that

style."—Dr, C. F. Deems,

I am thy servant,” * We see Luther going sol-
itary out of convent gates and attacking, single-
handed, the col of Roman Catholici Against
Romish artifices, poison, ambush, assassination, in-
quisition, God was his security. When one day he
was in front of the Augustine cloister, a stranger who
held a pistol concealed under his coat accosted him:
‘Why do you go thus alone?’ ‘Iam in God’s
hands: he is my strength and shield, What can
man do unto me?’  Upon this the stranger turned
pale and fled away trembling.”—Dr, A. 7. Pierson.

¢ John Knox, the leader of the Scottish reforma~
tion, adopted as his maxim: * One with God is a
majority. No wonder that Queen Mary said of his

| prayers, that-she feared them more than a Scandi-

navian army ! "—Dr, A, T. Pierson.

“When I was a student at Princeton Professor

| Heury had so constructed a huge bar of iron, bent
| into horseshoe form, that it used to hang suspended

from another iron bar ahove it. Not only did it
hang there, but it upheld four thousand pounds
weight attached to it.  That horseshoe magnet was
not welded or glued to the metal above it, but
through the iron wire coiled around it there ran
a subtle current of electricity. Stop the flow of the
current one instant, and the huge horseshoe dropped.
80 does all the lifting power of a Christian come
from the currents of spiritual influence which flow
into his heart from a living God. The strength of
the Almighty One enters into the believer, If his
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conncetion is cut off, in an instant he b comzs i
weak as any other man,”—2Dr, 7. L. Cuyler.

Golden Text. * The way that you behave makes
you plead on both sides of the case. For which are
you retained ¢ It is ineffably mean for a lawyer to
take retaining fees from a plaintiff and work for the
defendant, And that is the intense demoralization
which your manhood is suffering, You treat clergy-
men handsomely, take them to your lLomes, and
behave toward them as if you were on that side of
the case. And yet when you go down to your
business and hear our Christ blasphemed you never
defend him. You come to church publicly and then
go and worship Baal secretly. If the Lord be God,
follow him,”’—Dr, C. F. Deems.

Teachers’ Meeting.

Briefly review events directly connected with
this lesson....1. A mountain—where? appear-
ance ! 2, An assembly—who summoned it? who
composed it? why had the people come together?
3. A rebuke—who gave it? to whom? for what!
do uny of us necd it? 4. A proposition—who
made it ? what was it? how received? 5. An altar
—to what God ? for what special test? with what
result? 6. A mockery—by whom? of whom?....
Notice the time—three years and a half after the
drought began; hour of evening sacrifice, just
when the offering wus Jaid on the altar in Jerusa-
lem....Z%he place—Carmel; the sea; brook Ki-
shon ; plain of Esdraelon ; Jezreel in the distance;
a word-picture.... Z%e persons—people; priests ;
king; Elijah; were these all? One more—God
wasthere! What divine attributes were manifested
on that occasion?,,.,Zhe events—ultar; wood;
offering; water; prayer; fire; adoration....
The teackings : How should we pray as shown
in this lesson? What traits of character are we
here recommended to seek? On which side
should we be?

References.

Frexman. Ver, 26: Repetitions in prayer, 645,
Ver. 26-28: The worship of Baal, 184, Ver, 27:
The habits of a heathen god, 809. Ver. 28: Lac-
erations in idol-worship, 810; *lanccts,” 555,
Ver. 33: * Barrels,” 308, Ver, 86: The hour of
evening sacrifice, 811,...Foster’s CycLOPEDIA,
Prose, 9842, 16201622, 3243, 3781-8736, 4235, 4287,
4230, 4243-4248, 5003, 7145, 7146, 7109, 7264, 7265,
7910, 7918, 7920, 8141, Poctical, 766. Ver. 26:
Prose, 4550, Ver. 27: Prose, 8877, Ver, 38:
Prose, 6209, 11383,

Primary and Intermediate.
Lzsson Tuoveur.— 7he Living God.
Print “Elijah.”” Who was he? What great
trouble came upon Isracl? How was Eljjuh fed
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d rng the famine, ete, Tell that the famine
lnsted three years und a half.  Ask if God loves to
keep good gifts from his children. Read from the
Bible Matt, 7. 11

Tell the story given in the first twenty-four
verses of the eighteenth chapter of 1 Kings, briefly
and pointedly, To do this, careful study will be
necessary. It is a mistake that one does not necd
s0 accurate and complete knowledge of a lesson in
teachiug & class of little children as in teaching
adults, One needs to be fully furnished to deal
with fresh young minds whose very simplicity is
often confounding !

Lesson Plan, To deseribe the great mecting,
To show that God is not on the side of falsehood,
To teach that faith can afford to be bold,

1. Make an outline ofa mountain, Name it Car-
mel, Here Elijah called the great meeting. What
is school for?  Yes; to teuch lessons, God was
going to teach his people Israel the greatest of all
lessons on Carmel that day ! Let us sce if we can
learn the lesson,

How long had the fumine lasted? Why did
God send it? Once a naughty, stubborn little boy
had to be shut into his own room two whole days
before e would listen to his parents and promise
to vbey. They loved him all the time, and pun-
ished him because they loved him. God loved the
Israclites, though lie had to punish them so long.

There was one man at this meeting on Carmel
who blieved in God. I will make a long mark to
stand for him, What was his name? See, he
stands alone on this side. We will call this ** The
Lord’s side.””  Over here, on * Baal's side,” ure a
great many prophets, I will make marks, and you
may count. Who can count a hundred? There
were four hundred and fifiy of Baal's prophets
at this meeting,

Off here stand the Israelites. There are a great
many of them. They see Elijah alone on the
Lord’s side, Then they sce all these prophets on
Baal's side, and they say, *That must be the
right side. See how many are Bual’s friends ! "

What are they going to
do? Read slowly, ecalling
back by questions as you
read the instructions given
in verses 23 and 24.

2. Muke un altar on the
board. If possible, procure a
picture of Baal to pin to the
board, Now they have killed
the bullock and laid it on the altar. They are praying
now to this ugly image to send fire to burn the
sacrifice on the altar, Can an image hear? No,
Tell how the prophets of Baal pray louder and
louder ; how they run around the altar and jump
upon it and cut themselves with knives until the
blood runs down upon the ground. 8till the idol
does not answer, He is not alive; he cannot hear,
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This ugly image is set up there in the place of
God. We do not worship an image like thix, but
if there be any thing we put in God’s place, that is
our idol, May be it is money, nice clothes, good i
times, our friends; whatever it is that takes God's |
place, it cannot hesr and help us if we are in |
trouble. Tell how long the prophets of Baal
prayed to him, and how, at last, they had to give
up.

3. Now it was Elijul’s turn, See how these wild
and wicked men have torn down the altar, Eli-
jah has to build it up again. Ie uses twelve
stones—one for each of the tribes. He does not
hurry. e lets the people sce all that he does.
How still itis! All are watching to see what will |
be done. Now the bullock is laid on the altar. |
Elijuh sends men down to the sea to bring a great |
deal of water to pour over the sacriiec and the wood.
There was so much of it that it ran down and filled
a little diteh that he had made around the altar,

Hark! Elijah is praying. Do you want to
know what he said? [Read the prayer very
reverently from the Bible.] To whom did he
pray? Did God hear? Yesj for he is a living
God. See! the fire falls right from the sky upon
the altar! It burns every thing, even the stoues
of the altar!

Tell how the people fall upon their faces and |
own that God is great. Now they have learned |
the lesson that God wanted to teach them. Have |
we learned it? Do we know that God is alive |
to-day? that he is the God of trath? that all |
which is false must perish? that we need not be |
afraid to stan alone with God?

Blackboard.

" ISA
(0P
OUR CONgM/NG F/an

ALty R p,rl

THE
//EA /_? o

PraY To Him
g LIKE EL
WITH GONFIDENT FAVTW

Exrranation,—After reviewing the lesson, the
superintendent calls attention to the blackboard,
and makes the following application. No Chris-
tian now offers burnt-offerings on an altar of wood
and stone, With the coming of Christ that kind
of sacrifice passed away. Neither is there such
worship as that of the priests of Raal. In place of

such offerings to God we now offer our hearts ; and
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if we do it in sincerity, God will by his grace kine
dle a living flame therein that will burn up ull the
bad, and remain a holy fire all our lives through,
Let us pray, like Elijah, unto him—with confident
fuith—tiat the fire may come,
“ Come Holy Spirit heavenly Dove,
With all thy quickening powers §
Kindle a flame of sacred love
In these cold hearts of ours,”

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

vare to do righu,
Keep to the right,
Blow the trumpet.
Jesus shall veign.
Arise, go forth to conquer.
Stand up for Jesus.
Tell it out.

Father, lead thy little.
No compromise,
We'll help the cause.
God speed the right,

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school ]

1. What guestion did Elijah ask the Israelites?
How long halt ye between two opinions?

2, What challenge did Elijah make to the false
prophets?  To have Baal light his own sace
rifice.

3. How did the prophets of Baal spend this
weary day? In fruitless prayer.

4, What did Elijah dot  He erected an ale
tar to the true God.

5. What did he pour over the sacrifice #
barrels of water.

6. What then happencd? The fire of the
Lord came down.

7. What did the people suy? The Lord, he
is the God j the Lord, he is the God.

Four

CATECHISM QUESTIONS,

6. How did Jesus Christ show that He was a Teacher
sent from God ?

By performing signs and wonders such as could be per-
tormed only by the power of God.

7. In what other ways did He show this?

By the heavenly wisdom, the authority, and the gra-
olousness of His teaching.

Topics for the Young People’s
Prayer-Meeting of the
Epworth League.

Jan, 4, Pressing Forward. Phil 3. 18,
14: Heb, 12.1, 25 1 Cor, 9, 24,

Jan. 11. On Whom Shall we Trust?
Psa. 115, 9-113 87. 8,53 Psa. 118, 8, 9.

Jan., 17. The Trust Committed to Us.
2 Tim, 1, 14; 1. Tim, 1, 11; Ezra 8. 28, 20,

Jan. 25, Believing without Seeing.
John 20, 29; 1 Pet. 1, 8; Heb, 11. 1,
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Book Notices.

Tlustrated Notes, a Guide to the Study of the
Sunday-school Lessons for 1891. By JEssk L.
HugrLsugrt, D.D., and RoBerr R. DoHgRTY,
Ph.D. 8vo. Pp. 395, New York: Hunt
& Eaton. Price $1.25.

Select Notes, a Commentary on the International
Lessons for 1891. By F. N. Perouser and
M. A, Perouser, Octavo. Pp.380. Boston,
Mass. W. A. Wilde & Co. Price $1.25.

These books both cover very largely the same
ground and are both the result of several years
of experience in the production of similar vol-
umes ; each we think is animprovement on any
of the former volumes of the series, They are
both well illustrated and have maps and dia-
grams explaining the lessons, suggestions for
teachers, library references and the like.

A specialty in the volume by Drs. Hurlburt
and Doherty is the large number of quotations
from distinguished writers and commentaries,
over 350 in number. It gives also original and
selected exposition, plans of instruction, illus-
trative dotes, practical applications, archz-
logical notes, etc.

Dr. Peloubet’s volume has an excellent chro-
nology of the Old Testament. Either of these
books or both of them together are about all
the critical apparatus that the teacher needs
for the study of the lessons for 1891. They are
remarkably cheap, only $1.25 each.

W. A. Wilde & Co. also publish three grades
of a Scholars’ International Question Book,
primary, intermediate and senior. Price 12
<cents.

All the above may be procured at the Metho-
dist Book Rooms, Toronto, Montreal and
Halifax,

Aunt Chloe and Her Young Friends. By Mrs,
E. J. Ricamoxp. Pp, 253, New York :
Hunt & Eaton. Toronto : William Briggs.
This illEuthetio story of the moral trials

and triumphs of the son of an infidel father

and a pious mother. The book hasa distinctly
religious purpose, and will be greatly helpful
to young people.

Geraldine, a Tale from Real LYe. By Nora
BurLer. Edinburgh and London : O{iphmt,
Anderson & Ferrier. Pp. 192. Toronto :
William Briggs. Price 70 cents.

This is a rather sombre and pathetic story.
The lt.o7 of a girl orphaned of her mother,
whose father, a Church of England rector,
marries a woman of fashion, who betrays her
high trust. Sorrow upon sorrow refine and
purify the noble girl, and after long years of trial
and probation, her High Church prejudices are
broken down,and she finds her life’s consumma-
tion in & marriage with a Presbyterian Minister.

Maidie’s Problem, and One of Themselves. Two
stories by MARGARET SANGSTER. Pp. 148,
New York : Hunt & Eaton. Toronto :
William Briggs.

This is abook about and for King's Daughters.
We especially commend it to young Epworth
Leaguers, and indeed to all who seek to the
most of life by mnkinf it helpful to others,
Mrs. Sangster is one of the sweetest Christian
singers of the day. In this volume she shows
herself as successful in prose as in verse. The
cover bears a silver cross, with the touching de-
vice. “In His name,” and the book is an appeal
to live noble Christian life and in hoc signo
vinces.

Won by Love: The Story of Irvene Kendall,
Edinburgh and London : Oliphant, Anderson
& Ferrier. Toronto : William Briggs. Pp.
255. Price 70 cents. .

We had the pleasure of reviewing a few
months ago the ltrongly written story of the
“0ld Distillery.” The present volume is by
the same author, and she sustains her reputa-
tion as a vivid and dramatic writer. It in
the familiar and attractive form of a girl's
diary, and gives glimpses of the innermost
thoughts of a girl's heart. After much hard
discipline, ‘‘ at eventide there is light.” The
young soul walks in,Beulah land,and exclaims,
*‘ Mother, mother, in all that blessed heavenly
land, there will not be one ransomed soul so
blessed as I, in the two frecioul souls to whom,
next to my Saviour, I shall owe my being

there.”
The Dominie; or, R of a Girl's Life.
By Saran H. Brapbrorp. Pp. 265. New

York : Hunt & Eaton. Toronto : William
Briggs.

Mrs. Bradford is the authoress of a number of
very succesyful Young People’s books. This
will be found, we think, one of the most in-
teresting and instructive of the series. A con-
siderable part of the volume describes the
adventures of an American family in Europe.
It hasits amusing aspects, as also the difficulties
of the honest Scotch housewife with the
French language. She got great comfort
in attending religious services one day by
understanding three words of the sermon,
‘“‘Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.” Our
authoress has little sympathy with the Russian
women studying at the University at Zurich,
whom she describes as ‘‘boisterous, beer-
drinking, cigar-smoking creatures,” who were
constantly seen about the streets with tarpaulin
sailor hats, hair cut like men, long ulsters, and
cigars in their mouths—the disgust of men, as
they were, the detestation of the . The
sketches of life in Heidelberg, Dresden, etc.,
are very instructive as well as very interesting.
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HORSFORD'S ACID PHOSPHATE.

Prepared according to the directions of Prof. E. N. HORSFORD.

he human body contains the phosphates. ~They are the vital

Every fibre of t
elements of every tissue, and are essential to the maintenance and promotion of

sound bodily health.
tes are consumed with every effort, and if the waste is not sup-

These phospha
plied exhaustion will follow.
Horsford’s Acid Phosphate sypplies these phosphates, and thereby relieves
exhaustion and increases the capacity for labor.
Dr. A. N. Krour, Van Wert, 0., says:
“ Decidedly beneficial in nervous exhaustion.”
Descriptive pamphlet free on appli tion to

Rumford Chemical Works, Providence, R, L
BEWARE OF SUBSTITUTES AND IMITATIONS.

cluy)on_—m sure the word *Horsford's” is printed on the label. All others are spnrions
NxvEr SoLpD IN BULK. *

eIty T R B D
ELECTRICITY IS LIFE!

THE ONLY

HAVING

ABSORBENT QUALITIES.
REPUTATION ESTABLISHED.

A OERTAIN CURE WITHOUT MEDICINE.

are cured by our TED ELECTRIC BELT and Appliances, which are
% .‘?&dl pﬂr!nl 3 g-) b‘:: a8 Drt'euv. .hmrtl:enu by destroy]
¥

All Diseases
brought directly into contact with the pe
the germs of disease, and removing all impurities from the . Diseases are su y treat
by correspondence, a8 our goods can be applied at home.
A sure cure for Dyspepeia, Catarrh, le, Lame Back, Catarrhal Deafness, Diseases of the
e and Lungs, Asthma, Rheumatism Lumb Gout, Igi ion, Kidney and
of the Muscular and Nervous 8y stems,

ver Complaints, Paralyis, Spinal Diseare, and all Diseases

Any Belt requiring Vinegar or Acid will Burn the Skin. Al Electric Belt Com-
panies in Canada use VI-u:-r:r‘_Aeldl in their Appliances excepting
s Company.

CATARRH IMPOSSIBLE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ACTINA.

BUTTERFLY BELT AND SUSPENSORY ONLY $7.00,

=
|

il

|

:

W.T. BAER & Co., 171 QUEEN St. WEST, TORONTO =",

Write for Book, Health Journal and Testimonials, Free, and ion this paper.

In ordering goods, or in making (nquiry concernin,
publisher, aswell @ the odvertiser, by staling that you saw ihe advertisament in THE SUXDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

OVER 20,000 SOLD

g anyihing advertised in tAis Magasine, you 10ill oblige the.



THE OXFORD BIBLE FOR TEACHERS

Is now issued in Twelve Sizes, with the Text arranged in each so as to
correspond page for page with all the others.

It contains Helps to the Study of the Bible, which have been carefully revised from time
to time by Dr. Stumps, Bishop of Chester, ARCHDEACON PALMER, DR, Axagus, and other
eminent scholars. The scientific information was prepared under the supervision of PROFESSORS

RoLLestoN, WesTwoop, LAwsoN and EARLE, names of the highest aut! ority in their several
departments,

Seven Sizes are printed on best Rag-made Printing paper, and vary in price from
1.00 to $15.00.

Five Sizes are printed on thin opaque INDIA PAPER, and are EXTREMELY LIGHT AND THIN,
They vary in weight from 12} ounces to 22 ounces, and in price from $2.50 to $16.00, and do
not exceed an inch in thickness,

Four Sizes are also issued interleaved throughout with writing paper for MS., notes,

A handsome Quarto Edition, in Pica type, has been prepared for family use, and is issued
in various bindings, from $5,25 upwards,

The Helps to the Study of the Bible are published separately, in small type, at 30 cents,
and in large , at $1.00.

The *“METHODIST RECORDER ";—* This invaluable | The Rev. Robert N. Young, D.D., of Headingley
and incomparable book is the most wonderful dlna College, Leeds :—** As & manual of Biblical infor-
Elh in nnd‘h of Bibli mation and :n auxiliary of Biblical study, it is un-

0 bk dohal

, cumpiled by p of the rivalled. It is as exhaustive as it is concise, no
age, that has been offered to the general reader,” irrelevant matter has been introduced, and nod:lng

The ‘“WESLEYAN METHODIST M, INE s essential to Biblical study seems to have been
::;l;l:n'u:nhum PmchsnTlndA'l'qo:ofnerl. it is m::-d M:. in X lnmr::;m-: b7 “l;d o.h“-:
nvaluable, Nothing is ting to o .Jh aocu
pleteness of the volume,” . YASRH0R. 50 W qomp n ties of condensation.”

The *' TIMES "; - ““The whole has been done withadmir. | The Rev. F. Greeves, D.D., Southlands Tralnin
able completeness.” S:,".‘: :—‘ "; A.B :Go\'t‘l;'d Bo?.l‘nplm oo:u rrlu 5
“DAILY NEWS ;. 0 the Study o L] le as well
“‘Mllty l:'oould M?r " ';"I completeness and porta- oom':ved or execnux.”
the student with all that is needful for a scholarly ( The Late Rev. Gervase 8mith, D.D.:—*“ It would be
mastery of the Text.” lmpo:::e 't?“l;lgnn . I;wn beautitul, l:l;ful, o.
The **OHRISTIAN WORLD *:—« seasonable or any who are engaged in Sunday-
Bible yet published,” 0 The most complete school work, or other students of Holy Writ.”
The ' PALL MALL GAZETTE "—* Every Bible student | The Rev. James Oomper Gray:—After & most
knows it to be the best collection of Biblical infor- o 1am %

mation ever brought together in so small a compass.” amount of acourate and carefully digested matter it
The Rev. Q. Osborn, D.D. :— A book which comes as gontains ; and that, 400, of & kind precisely adapted

near perfection as can : e Teacher's needs.

surpassed all competitors,” . * The Rev. James H. m?hll)l.o.:—" 1 have found it re-
The Rev. O. Garrett :—* The highest wishes of Biblical markably concise an

; it seems to Io:"m fact,

studente are here exceeded, no. a want is unmet,” ;‘:o“nmnlnnlmnugnz &: 'b::..l.r:n .hwh‘ small MT:.

The Rev. Mufh Price Hughes, M.A.:—* have used pass, will very 'nut-l all who use the book,

this book for years, and can only join in the universal and the historical no{lou raise.
ohorus of all students of Scripture in d ing its I you heartily on having pro Y
high merits, and commending it to all.” book which promises to be of so much value."”

THE SALE ALREADY EXCEEDS 1,000,000 COPIES,

London: HENRY FROWDE, Oxford University Press Warehouse,
11-6 and at Toronto: WILLIAM BRIGGS, 29to 33 Richmond Street West.
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;;LUABI.E BOOKS

ON THE

]

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS

FOR 189l

Hours with the Bible.
cloth, $4.50.

3 vols.;

Through Bible Lands.

Schaff. $2.00.
Bible Text-Book.
Revised Edition. $1.00.
Teachers' Bible Companion.
70 cents.
Jesus, the Messiah.

Wesley's Notes on the New Testament.

70 cents.
Stalker’s Life of Christ,
50 cents.
Cruden’s Concordance.
Net, $1.00,
Smith & Peloubet’s Bible Dictionary.

$2.50.
Smith's Dictionary of the Bible.
$1.50.
Cassell's Bible Dictionary.
600 Engravings., $2.60.
Brown's Dictionary of the Bible.
Revised Edition. $1.75.
Angus’ Bible Hand-book.
$1.50.
Helps to Bible Study.
Sims. $1.00.
Helps to Study of the Bible.
Oxford University Press. 30 cents.

THH

. Book-Mark

Lesson List
' 1801,

The LESSON- Lln embodying in a conveni-
ent and unique form the Lessons, Golden

Texts and Memory Verses selected by
the Le8SON UOMMITTEE of the INTERNA-
TIONAL SUNDAY-RCHOOL CORVENTION, has
received the endorsement and hearty com-
mendation of leading Superintendents and
Bul:’d.y -school journals throughout the

The Book MARK LESSON LIST is furnished
in three styles—differing on the last puge.
No. 1.—With name of Church or School,

and List of Borvlcel on lue pngo

50 or less - 1 00
100 - 150
150 188
200 216
250 - 245
800 27
850 - 8 00
400 . 82
500 8 50
750 4 20
1000 5 00
2000 or ovu-. per thounnd 4 5

No. 2. —With last page blank; .nd No. 8.

~ With Bible Aaxonuo on last g
Less thnn 500 ontl per undrod
500 to 1000 - - “
1000 or over - - 40 » s

SUNDAY-SCHOOL CARDS.

We will send you, Post-paid, any of the
undermentioned packets for only

IB CENTS PER PACKET.

et contains beautifull
tod ptural texts docontodwltx
undscape or Flowers.

No. lﬁgconulnl lf Cards,

" 9 1 "

" 10 " 1 "

" 1 " bb "

" 2 v 1 "

" 3 " b "

il B R o IR

" 6 1 "

AR | 1 "

0 18 ’

LI B 12 Songs of Joy
Cards.

v T . 12 Safety and Peace
Cards.

w 112« 60 Sunbeam Cards.

vw 110 « 144 Floral Texts

v 100 « 144 Blessingsand Pro-

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Wesley Buildings, Toronto.

C. W. COATES, MoNTREAL, QUE.

8. F. HUESTIS, Haurrax, N.8,
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SUNDAY SCHOOL = VALUABLE BOOKS

ON THE

LESSON HELPS\INTERNATIONAL LESSONS

FOR 189I.
FOR 1891. ‘The Pulpit Commentary.

S | 7 1. and IL Kings. 2 vols., net, $4.50.
Whedon's Commentary.
Kings to Esther. $2.25.
| Lange's Commentary.
Hurlbut's Notes. | I and IL Kings. 1 vol., net, $3.50.
— | The Kings of Israel and Judah.
| = (Men of the Bible Series.) 90 cents.

Peloubet’s Notes.
————

$1.25.

Cloth, $1.25.

Pentecost's Bible Studies. | Biblical Museum.

Cloth, $1.00. | ;;lu;%s and Chronicles, J. CompErR GRAY.
Pentecost’s Bible Studies. | The Pulpit Commentary.

Paper, 60 cents. | 8t John. 2 vols., net, $4.50.

| Whedon's Commentary.

Luke and John. $1.50.

Cloth, $1.25. | Lange's Commentary.

‘ St, John, Net, $3.50.

| Godet's Commentary.

| TSt John, 2 vols. $6.50.
Berean Intermediate Lesson Book. “Barnes’ Commentary.

Part I 20 cents. | Luke and John, 90 cents.
| Ellicott's Commentary.
Berean Senior Lesson Book. \ St John, 8135,
Part IIL. 20 cents. | Matthew Henry's Commentary.
Peloubet’s International Question Book. | S oloth, net, §6.00.
| Jamieson, Faussett and Brown’s Comm'ry.

For the Older Scholars. PartI. 20cents. | Tvols; cloth, $8.00; half M .
For Children and Youth. Part IL 20 cents. | ola.; oth, 98.00) hell Bacescs, 930,90,

For Little Learners, Part IIL 20 cents. vThe Land and the Book.

Biblical Illustrations drawn from Manners

Monday Club Sermons.

Berean Beginners' Lesson Book.
Part I. 20 Cents,

S. S. Lessons and Golden Texts. | and Customs, etc., in the Holy Land. By
| Rev. W. M. Tnonsox, D.D. $2.60
Each 3 cents; per dozen 30 cents. | The same in 3 Large Volumes, each, 85 00.

WILLIAM BBIHHS. Wosloy Buildings, Toronto.

C. W, COATES, MoNTREAL, QUE. 8. F. HUESTIS, Haurax, N.8.
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CURES
Impure Blood
Dyspepsia
Liver Complaints
Biliousness
Kidney Troubles
Scrofula.

!Por Over Fifty Years
‘ MRS. WINSLOW’S

'SOOTHING SYRUP

| has been used for children while teething. 1t soothes the

child, softens the Luus, allays all pain, enres wind colio,
! regulntes the stomach and howels, and ix the best remedy
for diarrhwa. — Twenty-five Conts @ bottle.  bold by ail
d uggists the yug hout the world, 12y

[ PLACE IN CANADA to gt a thor.
- Ough practica’ Bu inews Eoncation is
@%mu Northern Lusiness Colieve. W rite

| £ for particulars to C. A, FLEMING,

P”REST, STIIOIIGEST, BEST | U'rincipa', twen 8o nd, Ontario, 126

CONTAINS NO B e

Alum, Ammonia, Lime, Phosphates, THE - 4 QUEEN’S
OR ANY INJURIOUS SUBSTANCE. | A= i
E.W. GiLLETY, aamo o e | -
LAUNDRY BAR.

MANUFACTURCR OF |
45E FOR IT, AND TAZE N0 ormEE)

THE CELEBRATED ROYAL YEAST CAKES
Ty

Y 7
[ BEWARE OF IxIzaTIONg,
GRATEFUL-COMFORTING. | BrdoMak  yrose by Tn Avomar Tomer Soar Co,
EPPS’ GOGUA —_.-W o G
s | French, German, Spanish,
BREAXFAST, l Ibtalian' and Latin,
ean. by ten weeks' study, master either of these Lane
“ By a thorough knowledge of the natural laws which ‘\llfn-u"lcnnll_v fur ever 1!§ylml business eonversation,
govern the operations of digestion and nutrition, ar d 1y, A’i»'A!"iIvLS'i"'l";:los'}f'“u Ton felebrated MEISTEISCLE
& careful nprlivnliun of the tine propertics of well-selected with privilege of -n:‘::':.‘u') q.'.'&ﬁ‘.?.'":'.'.u":l'r!:'ﬁ.\'ﬁ"o' Iy

Cocoa, Mr, Ep)s has I:Lm\'idml our brezkfast tables with a exercises, z:nvle Copy, Part L., 25 eentx. Liberal terms ob

:lullm(:lly ﬂu\'olur- d \-enqiv: which may save ul'nmny Iolmehm. i.-lrltn.ll,'-r‘;I,.ljlvmpuhlulmi.pru.-, 50 cents,
heavy doctors' bills, 1t ix by the Judicious use of such eisterscha 'ublishing Co. Bosto;
lnh:f s of diet that a constitution may be gradually bt 1 . n, Mass,

up until str ng enoug h o 1egist ev. ry tendency to discase,
Hundreds of sulitle maladies are floating around us ready
to attack wherever there isa weak pint. Wemay 80 pe
wany a fatal shaft by Keeping ourseives well fortitied with
pureblood and a 1roperly nourished frame,’ —Civil Servie-
Gazette, Made simply with Loiling water or wilk, Sold
only in pack:ts, hy Grocems, lahielled thus:
JAMES EPPSI & CO., llomwopathic Chemists,
1 1

ONDON, TENGLAND,

GOLD IE_DiLT 'ARIS, 1878,
W. BAKER & CO.'8

Breakfast Cocoa

Is absolutely lmru and
it is soluble.

No Chemicals

are used in its preparation. It has
mare than (hree ¢ . cs the strength of
Cocoa mixed with Starch, Arrowroot
or Sugar, aud is therefore far more
econonical, costing less than one cens
It is delicious, nourishing,
nung, Easiny DIGEsTED,
rably adapted for invalids
8 weli as for persons in Lealth,

1.0

ONE LITTLE LIFE.

By M. L. DICKINSON.

y We would put this book beside PANsy's in
all libraries. = Every “Son and Daughter of

the King” should read it
Price, post-paid, 75 cents, Sold by Grocers everywhere,

WILLIAM EBRIGGS, Meth. Book Koom, Toronto, W.BAKER & 0., Dorchester, Mass,
- Ry

a enp,

Imn ordering anods, or in making inquiry Concerning anything advertised in this Magasine, you win oblige the
Publtsher, as weil as tie advertser, oy Slaling that you suw the advertisemens 1 Tur SUNDAY SCHOOL BaNNER,




It Will Save Your Lif

Everybody knows th \ptoms attend-
ing coughs and colds, but the dangerous
character of these ailme nts is not so well
understood. When a cold settles upon
the lungs, if the blood is tainted \\iﬂl‘
Serofula, or the system is weak, L':mu'rhi
or Consumption is sure to follow. Ayer's
Cherry Pectoral is the only remedy that
may be uniformly relied upon for the cure
of coughs and colds. J. J. Rawson,

Buckingham C. H., Va., writes: “For |
o frightful |

several weeks I suffered from
cold, with cough and frequent |

Spitting of Blood. “

Ayer's Cherry Pectoral cured me entire-
ly. Mrs. R. Campbell, Woodville, Ont.,
writes: “1 was troubled, for five years,
with an affection of the throat and lungs,
coughing severely the whole time. T used
different preparations, and was treated by
several physicians, without effect. I final-
ly tried Ayer's Cherry Pectoral, and be-
fore finishing one bottle was completely
cured” Dr. W. K. Ganmn, Monticello,
Ky., writes: «T have been troubled with
Bronchitis, since early youth, and am now
7 years of age. 1 owe my life to Ayer's
Cherry Pectoral.” Dr. J. H. Quirk, Ful-
ton, Kans., writes: *“Ayer’s Cherry Pec-
toral saved my life twenty years ago. It
is a faverite medicine in my familv.”

Ayer’s

Cherry

e.

Catarrh prevails in this country 1o an
alarming extent. 1t is a troublesome and
disgusting disease, usually induced by neg-
leeted colds, and, if allowed to become
chronie, produces Bronchitis, and often
terminates in Consumption. Ernest 1.
Darrah, Tollesboro. Ky., writes: “Ayear
ago 1 was afflieted with Catarrh. One

| pottle of Ayer's Cherry Pectoral cured

Miss Eva A. Hall, Ipswich, Mass.,
writes: “For any one who is troubled
with Catarrh, there is nothing so helpful
as Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral.

It Cured Me

of this troublesome complaint, when other
remedies afforded no reliet.” Dr. F.
Schley.Frederickstowu, Md.,writes: “In
pulmonary cases, of anacute character, or,
of catarrhal origin, I find Ayer's Cherry
Pectoral invaluable.” Dr. F. E. Pape,
Sandusky, Ohio, writes: “I have used
Ayer's Cherry Pectoral in my practice,
and, in connection with Ayer’s Pills, find
it an invaluable remedy for colds, coughs,
and the inflammations that follow them
upon the throat and lungs. We have no
other remedy which I consider so sure in
its effects.” C. IL Pierce, Moline, IIl,
writes: ¢ Catarrh had nearly destroyed
my sense of taste and smell. Ayer's Cher-
ry Pectoral effected a complete cure.”

Pectoral

me.”

Has effected many wonderful cures. Mrs. Mary K. ‘Whitcomb, Hartford, Conn.,

writes: * Some years ago my

in the chest, and several attacks of bleeding
and believed herself about to become & victim of Consumption.

reduced in strength,
While in this condition, she was strongly
Lowell, Mass., to make a trial of

mother had an obstinate

cough, with severe pains
from the lungs. She was very nuch

recommended by Rev. Dr. Blanchard, of

Ayer's Cherry Pectoral.

She did so, and by its

Pectoral has been her sole dependence for colds, coughs,

which it has never failed to cure.”

use was restored to perfect health. Since her recovery the

and all similar troubles.
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