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SERMOrV.

^j^e and

^b dear,

H-ho feeJ

le hope

•^ those

^who.

^tnecov

I

HEBREWS VI.—12.

" B. not .lothfu). but follower, of them who through faith and p«-
tience inherit the promises.

I

^r 4

-)

Ever since the fall of man. Divine Mercy has heJd
torth to his view a train of blessed promises, as thehigh encouragement to obedience ; and in every ajreand under every successive dispensation, there
ftave be^n some, who have steadfastly believed
these promises, and « walked with God,'' in thetun expectation of realizing their fulfilment. These
persons indeed have generally been few in number.Lyen under the g orious light of the Christian eco-nomy, they have hitherto borne but a small pro-

Indll^VYl ''^''j'r^
Pr^f^^red the pleasuresand profits of the world to the favour of an invisibleOod

;
but whether few or many, wealthy or poor,

learned or ignorant, honoured or despised, they havechosen the path of wisdom, done good in their ere-
•Deration, honoured God in the world, possessed a
happiness which other men have %ever tastedand have gone, at the termination oPfeeir earthly
career, to share in heaven's transcendent and in-
terminable joys. Such examples are of oreat valnp
lo inose who are desirous to pursue the path whichthey have travelled, and to aim at the possession of

,%
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mise ; the ground and basis upon which every spiri-

tual blessing is conferred ; viz—the promise of the

free^ fully and everlasting pardon of sin to every true
believer. It is now our hapjnncss to know, that
*« there is no condemnation to them that are in

Christ Jesus ;"* that " being justified by faith we
have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus
Christ ;'*t to hear the voice of a gracious God de-
claring to every believing soul, "your sins and your
iniquities will I remember no more/'l •' I, even I,

am He that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine
own sake, and will not remember thy sins.*'§

There is the jjromise of converting grace. To
the pardoned soul, God pledges himself to give
more. " A new heart will I give you, and a new
spirit will I put within you : and I will take away
the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you
an heart of flesh. '*||

There is the promise ofstrengthening grace. Hear
the voice of Jesus declaring "my grace is suffici-

ent for thee.*'^ Hear the voice of his inspired ser-

vant, assuring you, that ** God is faithful, who will

not sufl'er you to be tempted above that ye are able
j

but will with the temptation also make a way to
escape, that ye may be able to bear it."** . J

There is the promise of divine teaching and gui^
dance. Mark the source of it. " Good and up*
right is the Lord: therefore shaii he teach sinners
in the way."tt Mark the ea:tent of it. ** If any of
you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to

all men liberally, and upbraideth not ; and it shall be
given him.^tt Mark the terms of it. " If any man
will do his will he shall know of the doctrine, whe-
ther it be of GoD."§§ Mark the Agent in accom-
plishing it. " When He the spirit of truth is come>
He will guide you into all truth."ll||

*Rom. 8. 1.

llEzek. 36. 26.

:{;:): Jamei 1. 5.

tKom. 6. i.

IT 2 Cor. 12. 9.

§§ John 7. 17.

4: Heb. 8. 12.
•* 1 Cor. 10. 13.

IHUohn 16. IS.

§Igai.43, 25.

tt P"l- 26, 8.

--e^pWfTT^^
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•ERMON.

of the shadow of death ;"* " that when flesh and
heart are failing, then God shail be the strength of
his heart and his portion forever.**t We are accord-
ingly told that ' the righteous hath hope in his

d ith/'t and are invited to •* mark tlic perfect man
and behold the upright, for the end of that man is

peace."§
There is tlic promise of immediate happiness after

death. Thus Jesus assured the dying malefactor,
*• Verily I say unto you, to day shalt thou be with
me in Paradisc."|| Cheered by this delightful pros-
pect, Paul had " a desire to depart and be with
Christ ;*'^ and upon this ground declared it, as the
experience of himself and his fellow christians

—

" we are confident I say and willing rather to be ab-
sent from the body, and to be present with the
Lord."**
There is the promise of a glorious resurrection.

Jesus says, " I am the resurrection and the life, he
that believeth in me, though he were dead yet shall

he live,"tt and again—"this is the will of Him that
sent me, that every one that seeth the Son and be-
lieveth on Him, may have everlasting life, and 1 will

raise him up at the last day/'W
There is, finally, the promise ofeverlasting rest and

glory in the immediate presence of God. Thus our
gracious Redeemer tells his sorrowing disciples

;

" In my father's house are many mansions : if

it were not so, I would have told you. I go to pre-
pare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come again, and receive you unto my-
selfj that where I am, there ye may be also ;**§§ and
thus " we according to his promise look for new
heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righte-

ousness j*'|!|| knowing assuredly that " there remain-
eth a rest for the people of God."5[1F And what a

• Fstl. 23. 4.

HLuka23. 43.

^J«hB6.40.

t P«al, 73. 26.

V Phil. I. 23.

§§ Jobo 14. 2, 3.

JProv. 14. 82'

••2Cor. a. 8.

yil 8 Pet. S, 18.

§ PmI. 87- 87.

tt John 11. 25.

TTUab. 4.9.
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but, when viewed in immediate connexion with their

attainment of the promises, two graces are peculi-

arly prominent, their Jailh and their patience.

The faith which animates the hearts of God*s
children, is a Divine principle, implanted and che-

rished there by the hand and power of God ;

and its immediate office is to receive as true, to

confide in as certain, to credit with full reliance,

whatever the Divine Being has revealed through the

medium of his word and spirit. " Faith is the me-
dium between the invisible truths which the Bible

reveals, and the human soul the link between the

testimony of God without us, and the mind of man
to whom it is made. It is like the telescope to the

natural eye, it brings near in their real magnitude
and proportion, those objects of an in ible world,

which reason could only dimly discern by its innate

powers and the aid of tradition, or not discern at

all."

This powerful and heaven-born principle is close-

ly connected with our attainment of spiritual and
eternal blessings.

It is so by Divine appointmenty for God has beea
pleased by the terms of his Gospel, to tender these

blessings to believers, and believers only, in all those

cases where belief is possible. Thus to faith, we
find is annexed the remission ofsin. ** To Him give

all the Prophets witness that, through his name,
whosoever believeth on him shall receive remission of

sins."* To faith is annexed the privilege of adop^

tion, " As many as received Him, to them gave
He power to become the sons of God, even to them
that believe on his name."t To faith is annexed
our spiritual illumination. ** I am come a light in-

to the world, that whosoever believeth on me shoulcj

not abide in darkness."! To faith is annexed the

commencement and progress of our sanctification.

•Act! 10.43. t^phni.ia. tJotiDl2.46.

B
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ons on the day of final ace it, that " he that bo-

th shall
:•»«

saved,

perish everlastingly in his ?ins.'

Does this decision of heaven, wear, to any of our

minds, the aspect of a mere arbitrary appointment ?

If it does so, my Brethren ! it cannot lessen in the

slightest degree, our obligations to submission, for

what are we that we should undertake to regulate

the counsels and decrees of Heaven ; that we
should rear our foolish imaginations in opposition to

the wisdom of that omniscient Sovereign to whom
nothing is past, or future, or distant, or obscure, to

whom time and eternity—Heaven—Earth and Hell,

all lie expanded, in their genuine colours and their

utmost limits ? But, a moment's reflection shows the

wisdom of this arrangement, and discloses to us the

fact, that the principle of faith in the believer's heart,

is connected bi/ a natural process, as well as by a su-

pernatural appointment with the realization and en-

joyment of spiritual blessings.

In order to perceive the truth of this remark, it

is only necessary to reflect, tiiat by the very act of

believing we gain the mmediac'e possession of some

of the promises, and, at the same time, obtain the

onlj/ adequate motive that can lead us to contend

successfully for the rest. Are peace, and joy, and

hope, and confidence, the subjects of promise? By
believing we take them into possession. By believ-

ing, for example, we apprehend the power and wil-

lingness of Ciirist to save. That true and faithful

saying, that **. Christ Jesus came into the world to

save sinners,"! is taken home to the heart, with its

consoling influence. This imparts peace to the

soul. Even the glimmering hope or distant possi-

bility of pardon, must exercise, to a certain extent, a

tranquihzing effect upon the mind. Again, by be-

lifivinor. wft take hold of the ffracious promise of the

• Mirfc 16. 10. tl Tim. 1. 15.
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Such, precisely, is f^e operation offaith upon the
mind and heart of t le Christian ; it furnishes him
with an adequate motive for sacrificing every thing
beneath the Sun, that stands in competition with his
prospects of future blessedness. It offers him what
ne feels to be a profitable exchange, eternity for
time, heavenly glories for earthly vanities, the plea-
sures at God's right hand, for the joys of time and
sense, which can only, at best, endure for a little

season. See the operation of this principle on the
mind of Abraham. His home and country were
forsaken, for a better home, an heavenly country ;
the very ciiild of his affections was laid upon the
altar of sacrifice,t that the favour and approbation
of God might be retained. See its operation upon
•Moses. Neither Egypt's monarch, nor Egypt's
riches, nor Egypt's luxuries and honours, could for
a moment detain him, because these things, which to
the worldly-minded are the common motives of ac*
tion, were far less, in his estimation, than the higher
recompense which the God of his Fathers had
proposed to him in a better world.t So it was with
the first Christians: the} «* walked by faith."§
Faith was their moving principle; it was, to their
minds, " the substance of things hoped for—the
evidence ofthings not seen ;"|| it gave them such a
realizing view, such a firm assurance of these invi-

sible glories, that a paramount influence was thereby
exerted upon their minds. By a similar, though ge-
nerally less powerful influence, all true believers, at
this hour, are swayed to renounce the gratifications

of time and sense, and live for the future inheritance
of the saints. Thus "through faith," through
faith as a divineltj appointed means, and through
faith, as an operative and powerfulprinciple ofaction,
God's children inherit the promises.

•G«n. 12.4,5.
§2 Cor. 6. 7.

Gsn. 22. 9, 10.

II H«b. n. 1.
X Heb. 11. 2«.



u
8£RArON.

h

t

e

through the influenJ.°r"'""''> displa^eS rf
•^'"'^^

the heart l,„r!f^'^^°f^'' transient im! .""not

''^t the promises %, '^'^ ^^^« ^^^'^hkeZu^l ^'\^^

^eal/the a;, ,1

-"^ then, t^ b ^.'„ ^j f'' '''''''

approach oP , •
'''"• "^"t ^hich soon Iv,

"PParent

"the Just sLi.?'
°'" 'lifflculty X^'""'^<"the

- '
e beheve, bu't I'n^

4":'- »- those, v^ho <. ft"'

upon 1'''°""' "« ScTiptur']''"'''" ^^" "^^v?"?

renting noth ni'..t""J<^ ™'V be pirfe'^^';!"'^!
have

:eiiT„^^^*-
'-hoset^^j;f"'.-.ThL^'^::'

tn e&ji^:^lf^.lo;y,tLr«,7tinuanc:

and hath lon^ nli°''
"'« Pr^cious fimfof1 '" ''"=-

pnri,, ,
,"s patience f'nv ;< .. ^^ ^"e earth

"hteZlil-hri^--^^^^^^^^^^ wh,h oa„

^^^c ' anrl ;. •

'°" ^^ ^'t, shews in
^'^^^^' ^"d

e^ns? %i5s'ivs:;rr
t Loko R 13^

Jarjes 1.4 * b*• 9 Rom, a 7.
1/ James 6. 7, 5



sfiniviON.

ent, the grace
^^- It is not
^lession upon
^' a faiih ac-
expectation,

^J»

*' through
^f OoD inhe-
laith which
J'l apparent
is under the
e we read
man draw
»;"* And
I'ho " for a
*ii awav.*'f
uiiar stress

ation with
-nee have
nd entire,

that God
^tinuance

nmortaii-

iliustra-

thehus-
'e earth,

"ive the
t. estab-
<^i draw-

ich calJ

-e, and
H'kabify

exceJ-

iiation

7 de-

often

expe-

15

rienced Christian. A hasty spirit under these cir-cunistances, is seriously to be deprecated Tt winprobab y ead to .^reat indiscretionrpe ha^s to Therenunciation of our principles ; whei'eas patience will

^^oJ'LT'
'' '^'' ^'"^^"-^^"^ counsel ^which sayCast not away your conh'dence which hath <rreatrecompense of reward, for ye have needofttieTce

that a er ye have done the will of God yemS re,'ceive the promise/- Another case, is\vhere theChristian is subjected to profracled Mihy suferhVHere na ural fortitude ma^ do somethi^iri-orrhe
sufferer, but not enough. It may silenc?the Ianguacre of repining, but it cnnot^each the hea

"eTven^. To'lif
"'''''^

^^ 'T'^^^'
in t^ wniofHeaven

;
to lie passive in the hands of God savin^ras pangs succeed to pangs, *« Father normrwilfbut hine be done -f There must be divine teaching to produce this. The heart must be end^iedwith patience from above. Heary and oterJefmZt

'^::^TJT'''
'^'^ ^'%-P--' occaTontr hfexercise of this grace. Even the true Christian issometimes astounded by these. They come so unexpectedly, or they go\o such an ixtenTo theyseem connected with such a gloomy train of conse^quences, that his mind for a season, is appalled andsinks under the burden. But here agaiS^ he vo' ceof wisdom meets him with the friendly admont^n!-« T.d<e my Brethren, the Prophets who have spo

feiing affliction, and of patience. Behold we countthem happy which endure. Ye have heard of the

ffrr^' r''
^"' '^-^^ ^^^" they'd rthe Lordthat the Lord is very pitiful and of tender mercv "i

In^nV'Tf ^t
^"'^^i^t<^"«J to in simplidt)',! issoon found by happy experience, that « unto the

^f'^'l '''^'^'^ "P ^'^^'' ^" the darkness ;"§tha?visitations however trying or painfuJ. are «1I Jrnm

'H«b. 10. 36, 86. tLtat^.42. :tJame«6. JO. 11, 5 Pm!. 112.4.
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SERMON. 17

is there given in regard to ihcm—' Be not slothful,

but followers of them."
Here is, in the first place, a negative counsel, " be

not slothful," and surely its importance must be felt

by every reflecting person. In this life, brethren,
we have three paramount objects to pursue : God*s
glory; our fellow creature's good j our own soul's

salvation. Can these objects be attained by the
slothful ? In this life we have three powerful ene-
mies to struggle against, Satan, the world, and a cor-
rupt heart. Can these enemies be vanquished by
the slothful? As well might you expect to arrest
the progress of a conflagration, by sitting down as

idle spectators of the scene, as to triumph over sin,

and scale the walls of heaven, hy a feeble and tardy
effort. We are in general, very sensible of the sad
effect of such a course in regard to temporal con-
cerns

J
there are few perhaps who do not feel the

force and propriety of Solomon's language when he
says, " the desire of the slothful killeth him, for his

hands refuse to labour."* But are we equally alive

to the danger of this principle, in our spiritual con-

cjrns ? Do we feel the importance here^ of laying
aside a lukewarm spirit and labouring to enter into

the rest of God ? Do we read our Bibles, with the
anxious concern of persons, who regard the Scrip-

tures as the great charter of their salvation ? Do
we approach the throne of grace, like suppliants who
know they must be heard or perish ? Do we morti-
fy sin, lay aside every incumbrance, and press to-

wards the mark, as men who feel that " this is not
their rest, that they are seeking a better country,
even an heavenly one ?" This is the only course,

that can lead to a happy issue in the end, the only
course that can exempt us from hearing addressed to
us, on the last great day of account, that appalling
sentence recorded in the 25th of St. Matthew

;

*Prov. 81.26.
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To whatever part of the Christian Vineyard wc

turn, there are some of liiis description to be found,

who are adorning the doctrine ofGod tlien- Saviour,

by a life of holiness, or shewing the power ot his

grace, by a peaceful and triumphant death. In En-

gland such an instance has just occurred, as deserves

to be mentioned, even at the distance of8,000 miles.

I allude to that veteran soldier of the cross, that

highly distinguished servant of God. Dr. Simeon,

^who, for half a ccnturv. proclaimed the Gospel with

'so much power at Cambridge, and was the "ono"^-

ed instrument of converting thousands to the love

and practice of vital religion. He has gone to his

rest ;
gone to inherit the promises ;

gone to " re-

ceive a glorious kingdom and a beautiful crovvn from

the Lord's hand."* " Blessed arc the dead which

die in the Lord, they rest from their labours and

their works do follow them."t

But my intention, at present is, not to direct your

eyes abroad, for instances of this description, nor

to carry back your thou;;hts to the cloud of witnes-

ses who have walked with God, and gone to God, in

other days j but to fix your thoughts upon one which

has lately occurred «wo«^'' owmVm-, and in reference

to whom, my present subject has been selected. A
few days since, my Brethren ! we followed to tlie

tomb, the mortal remains of one, who though young

in years, was mature in grace ; and whose conduct

as a Christian, I am desirous to hold up as an exam-

pie, to the young of this community. It is not to

expend my efforts, or occupy your thoughts and

time, with frivolous panegyric, and empty encomi-

urns, that I introduce to your notice the character ot

that estimable christian; but to take advantage ot

what appears to me tohave been an illustration ot the

practicability and blessedness of early piety
;
and

enforce upon you the deep and solemn importance.

-c r^u :v,~ *U^ ontYia lioKr iind hnnnv career.

* Wiidom 5. 16. RcT, 14. 13.
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to the mind. A more intense interest in Divine tilings

was shown, and a iioly anxiety, that no mistake or

dckision might be cherished, uj)on a subject so un-

speakully important, as the sours eternal sal\ation.*^

At this period our departed friend, disphiyed more of

faithfuhiess than joy. lie aimed at tlie possession oC

heartfelt religion. He could be satisfied with noth-

ing short of having " the love of God shed abroad

in the heart,"t and every indication, he discovered,

or thought he disrovcred of the absence or feeble-

ness of this principle, occasioned that distress of soul,

which the chil I of God alone comprehends. He was

truly ** working out his salvation with fear and

trembling.*'1:

The time however was at hand when fervent and

persevering prayer, was to receive the answer, which

the God of truth has pledged himself to give,§ when

fear was to give place to hope, and trembling anxie-

ty to the experience of holy joy. On the last day

and night of our departed brother's life, the power of

religion was shown in its most attractive form. It

then became indisputably evident that as flesh and

heart were failing, God was indeed the strength of

his heart and his portion forever. ll
Evidences too

plain to be mistaken, of holy delight in God were

evinced, and a strong desire to exchange the earthly

scene for the immediate presence and more intim.ate

fellowship of his Redeemer.^ Then it was distinct-

ly perceived and fully realized, that to those who be-

lieve Christ is precious,** and that to depart and be

\ntii him, IS better than the fairest earthly portion^

As the moment of dissolution drew near, the pow-

er offaith was increased. Whatever clouds had ob-

scured the mind before, they were now removed.

The peace ofGod, that holy bequest of the departing

Saviour, took full possession of the soul. That love

18.
•Psal. 139. 23.

II Psal. 73. 26.

t Rom. 5. 5.

IT Phil, 1.28.
X Pliil. 2. 12.

* 1 Pel. 2. 7.

§ Luke 18. 1-8.
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there are which it is lawful to imitate ; some ofthem
possessing powerful attractions, for the ingenuous
mind. There are examples of tried integrity, ex-
amples of active diligence, examples of eminent
learning or scientific acquirement. All these, under
certain circumstances, it may be admissible to take,
as the models of imitation. But, suffer me, as the
Minister of Christ, to take my stand upon higher
ground and say to you, that all the wealth which dili-

gence ever accumulated, and all the learning which
application ever acquired, and all the lustre, which
talents or splendid achievements ever shed upon the
brow of their most favoured votary, are but the small
dust in the balance, when weighed against the faith
and holiness, the peace and everlasting blessedness,
of the humble follower of the Son of God. His is

wisdom which never fails ; his are riches which never
rust; his are honours which never fade, while heaven
remains and God is true. Suffer me to press with
earnestness* upon you, this vitally important truth,
that whatever others may be or attain ; whatever
eminence they may reach, in the world's estimation,
ike faithful servant of Christ, ^whether found among
tM^outb^fyl or the aged, among the learned or the^
ignorant, ar^ong the affluent or the poor, is the most
honorable af^^seful character in this world, the only
exalted a^^^/tfypy one, in the world to come. Such
an exam:|5!e has been placed before you. Be it your
part tt> follow it. You have seen that the young
can be religious, yet consistent ; devoted to God,
yet happy in themselves; in short, that they can
live for the glory of Christ, and honour him in
their death, and then go to share his favour, in the
immortal glories of Heaven. Oh, remember, there
is the same heaven open for you ; there is the same
Saviour to bring you to it, and the same precious
promises to animate you on your wav. Take then,
your stand, my young friend's, upon the side of God.
Contend for this noble prize. Be " followers of

K
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