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A SONG. FA

)

'Tis Autumn and down in the fields

The buckwheat is browning still

:

Gather yourself in your cloak,

The Winter is over the hill.

There's a cloud of black in the north,

Tlie aurora is smouldering behind,

There are stars in the parting clouds.

And a touch of frost in the wind.

Down in the icy dew
The crickets are cheering shrill

:

" There is time for another song,

" Though Winter is over the hill."

Out of the great black cloud,

The aurora leaps and flies,

Pushing its phosphor spikes

In the deeps of the violet skies.

The moon is wrapped in a film,

She looks wan and chill

:

Gather yourself in your cloak,

The Winter is over the hill.
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EARTH! THE STOIC.

Earth like a goblet empty of delight,

Empty ui summer and balm-breathing hours,

Empty of music, empty of all flowers,

Now with that other draught of death and night.

And loss and iron bitternest; refills :

The upland rifts are gleaming white with snow,

The north wind pipes, the forests groan below,

The clouds are heaping grandly on the hills.

Yet dost thou not complain, O steadfast Earth,

Beautiful Mother, with thy stoic fields ;

In all the ages since thy fiery birth,

Deep in thine own wide heart thou findcst still

VVl;atever comforts and whatever shields,

And plannest also for us the same sheer will.
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