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We the Auditors, have examined the Treasd- 

Account at the conclusion of this Report, and do 

find a Balance of Thirteen Pounds, seven shillings 

and fourpcnce half penny, in the hands of the Trea­

surer, on the Gth day of December 1820.

M. TOBIN,

JOHN STARR.
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THE GENERAL MEETING,

7/eM on Wednesday, Dtc. 20, 1820.

IN THE NEW ACADIAN SCHOOL, HALIFAX; 

The Honorable JUDGE IIAL1 BURTON,

IN THE CHAIR.

u
'% 61

I

The Report of the Committee having been read, 
the followiug resolutions, were passed
ly:—

unaimnous-

£. On the motion of S. G. W. Archibald, Esq. 
seconded by Georye Grossie Esquire ;

That the report now read be adopted, and print­
ed under the direction of the general committee of 
the society.

II. On the motion of Thomas Keeyan, M. D. 
seconded by Mr. Samuel Black ;

That the thanks of this meeting be given to the 
L, Right Honourable the Earl of Dalhousie for his 

patronage of the society.
I II. O/i the motion of Hi?. Honourable H. N.

Binney, seconded by John Starr, Esquire ;
That the thanks ot this meeting be given to Lfis 

Excellency Sir James Kempt, for the good wishes 
and friendly disposition manifested by him towards 
the interests ot the society ; and also for the liberal 

i ~ donation he has contributed to its funds.
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IV. On the motion of the Rev. Wm, Black, 
seconded by Mr. Purvis ;

That the thanks of this meeting be given to the 
committee, sub-committee, and visitors, for their 
unremitted attention to the interests ol the society
since its formation. #

V. On the motion of George Grossie, Esq. 
sonded by H. H. Cogswell, Esquire ;

That the thanks of this meeting be given to Mr. 
M. G. Black, the Treasurer of the Society, for hi»
services since its formation.

VI. On the motion of W. H. O. Haliburton, 
Esq. seconded by Michael Pobin, Esquire ,■

That the thanks of this meeting be given to Mr, 
John A. Barry, the Secretary of the Society, for 
his services since its formation.

The following gentlemen were then nominated a 
committee for the ensuing year 
Sami Head, Esq. M. Ü. Mr. Patrick Ryan. 
Robt Hume, Esq. M D Hugh Bell,
M. Tobin, Esq. W. K. Reynolds,
J. G. Marshall, Esq. John M‘Niel,
W. Bromley, Esq. David Hare,
J. Starr, Esq. Charles Loveland,
H H. Cogswell, Esq. And. Richardson,
Mr. John Clark, J. W. Morris,

John Tremain, James Purvis,
James Bain, Rev. Mr. Knox.

Treasurer, Mr. M. G. Black,
Secretary, Mr. J. A. Barry. ,

*

I

l
Tse-

■

i

The Hon. Judge Haliburton having left the chair, 
it was taken by Robert Hume, Esq. M. D. and on 
motion of J. I. Chipman, Esq. seconded by the 
Hon. H. N. Binney, it was resolved unanimously ;

That the thanks of this meeting are particularly 
due to his Honor Judge Haliburton, for the favor 
of his attendance on the present occasion, and for 
his attention to the business of the evening.
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II. Twenty persons shall be annually chosen as a 
Commitee, also a Treasurer and Secretary, from 
among the Members of this Society, to conduct its . 
business, and 5 of its members shall constitute 
quorum.

III. The Committee shall name four of its mem­
bers as a Sub-Committee, which shall be under its 
control and report to itjnonthly or oftener if required.

IV. The Committee shall meet monthly—it shall 
he furnished with a Map of the Town to be divided 
into Wards, and shall appoint from time to time as 
many and such persons as visitors in those Wards, as 
it may judge expedient.

V. The acting visitors, donors of 20s. or subscri­
bers of 12s. annually paid in advance, shall be consi­
dered the Members of the Society, and entitled to 
vote at the General Meeting.

VI. It shall be the duty of the visitors to ascer­
tain what cases of distress exist in the several Wards 
to which they are appointed, to receive in their 
books the name of any person becoming a subscriber 
and report the same to the Sub-Committee.

a
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he ! LAWS AND REGULATIONSur
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OF THE
Tse­ ll AU F AX POOR MAS S FRTEXD SOCIETY.

lr. I. This institution shall be designated, the Hali­
fax Poor Man’s Friend Society, a General Meeting 
of which shall be held annually, on the first Tuesday 
in December.
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XII. As this Society is formed solely far bene­
volent purposes, none of its members shall receive 
the least remuneration for their services, and each 
subscriber shall at any time be at liberty to withdraw 
liis name on giving one month’s notice to the visitor 
of the Wayd in which he resides.

XIII. The Books of this Society shall be always 
open to the inspection of the Public.

•>.ft:

XI. Any sum remaining in the hands of the vi­
sitors at the last weeklv meeting of the Subcommit­
tee, shall be then paid in to the said Committee, to 
be by them paid over to the Treasurer previous to 
the next monthly meeting.

1

f

;

I»

VIII. It shall be the duty of every visitor strictly
to investigate any case of distress coming under his 
notice, and if immediate relief be necessary he shall 
he permitted to render assistance to the amount of 
not more than 5s. until the pleasure of the Sub-Com­
mittee be known. . .

IX. A subscription of one shilling per month to 
be collected in the different Wards by the Visitors, 
shall be solicited as extensively as possible, and any. 
donations which the friends of this Society may be 
inclined to bestow, shall be thankfully received.

X. As Journeymen and Servants who are now re­
ceiving wages, may through sickness or other caus­
es be thrown out of employ and may become objects 
of attention from the Society, they shall also be re­
quested to contribute sixpence monthly.
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VII. The Sub-Committee shall meet once a week 
to consider the cases reported by the visitors, and 
for the dispatch of such other business as may be 
intrusted to it by the Committee.
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COMMITTEE.

ROBERT HUME, Esq. M. D. 
Chairman.► . * ;* <

SAMUEL HEAD, Esq. M. D. 

JAMES TOBIN, Esq.

WALTER BROMLEY, Esq.

J.G. MARSHALL, Esq. 

SAMUEL CUNARD, E»q.

Messrs. JOHN CLARK,

JOHN TREMA!N,

JAMES BAIN,

PATRICK RYAN,

LAWRENCE DOYLE,

D. M COLL,

HUGH BELL,

W.K. REYNOLDS,

A. M DOUGAL,

JOHN M NILL,

DAVID HARE,

CHARLES LOVELAND, 

ANDREW RICHARDSON,

J. W. MORRIS.
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TREASURER.—Mr. M. G. BLACK, 

SECRETARY.—Mr. J. A. BARRY.4
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REPORT, &c
THE period having arrived at which the Annual 

General Meeting of this Society, agreably to its 
rules, should have been held, your Committee found 
it indispensably necessary to postpone the meeting 
until the present evening, in order that they might 
be enabled to embrace in their first report, the trans­
actions of the last month ; and they have now the 
pleasure of presenting a Report of the proceedings 
of the Society from its commencement, until the 
6th day of the present month.

This important Charity, it will be remembered, 
was founded in the month of February of the pre­
sent year, a season, of all others, the most severe and 
distressing to the poor : but whilst the Committee, 
in referring to that season, are reminded of the nu­
merous and distressing scenes of wretchedness that 
were then exhibited, they cannot deny themselves 
the pleasure of acknowledging with gratitude to 
God, the liberality of the public, hy means of which 
many deserving families and individuals were res­
cued from the extreme of misery.

Some idea may be formed of the importance and 
extensive usefulness of the Halifax Poor Man’s 
Friend Society, when it is stated, that in little 
more than nine months not less than eleven hundred 
and eighty three cases, consisting of four thousand 
two hundred and thirteen individuals, have been re­
lieved by it, with one thousand thirty one aud a half 

J'eet of wood, eiyht thousand nine hundred and thirty 
four pounds of meal, eleven hundred and fifty pints 
of molasses, eiyht hundred and twenty two loaves of 
bread, thirty two and an eighth pounds of tea, one
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hundred and ninety nine and a quartet pounds of 
sugar, one hundred great coats, one hundred pairs of 
stockings, nine cot bedsteads, forty blankets, fifty 
bill hooks, one-hundred and fifty nine pounds of salt 

fish, twenty two and a half dozens of herrings, 
hundred and ninety one pounds of rye flour t two shirts, 
one hundred and sixty one and three quarter bush­
els of potatoes, one hundred and nine pounds of four, 
one pound of candles, two pounds and a half of coffee, 
eleven pounds and a half of meat, one pound of barley, 
eighty nine pounds of rice, one ball of shoe thread, 
and thirty nine pounds seven shillings and threepence 
halfpenny, in money ; by which the sum of three hun­
dred and ninety seven pounds two shillings and four 
pence halfpenny has been expended, as per schedule 
annexed.*

Immediately after the appointment of your Com­
mittee, Visitors were nominated by them to the dif­
ferent wards or districts of the town, who 
structed to circulate therein, the rules and regulati­
ons of the Society with its address to the Public ; 
and also to solicit donations, together with monthly 
and annual subscriptions, as extensively as possible ; 
and your Committee are happy to say, that the sum 
of three hundred and sixty pounds nine shillings and 
nine pence has been the fruit of these exertions da­
ring the period embraced by their present Report.

Your Committee also nominated several of theiif 
members a Committee to wait npon his Excellence 
the Earl of Dalhousie, to present him with a co*» 
py of the Rules, which was condescendingly

I

one

were in-

ac*

* Many applications having been made to the Committee 
m the spring of the year, by the Coloured Settlers from Ham­
monds Plains and Preston, they conceived themselves not 
warranted in giving more than One Hundred and Fifty Bush­
els of Seed Potatoes from the funds oj the Society ; hut this 
quantity be ng quite inadequate to their supply, they out of 
.their own a* ans, and those of a #aw other individuals, furnish- 
then • with about Two Hindied bushels in addition.
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eepted, and the object of the Society approved of 
by his Excellency, who directed the Committee to 
be furnished with one hundred great coats, one hun­
dred pairs of stockings, forty blankets, fifty bill 
hooks, and twelve cot bedsteads, at a time when ma- 
ny individuals were suffering from want of these 
articles.

As it was evident that the funds of this Charity , 
would necessarily hi? of very general application, it 
appeared to your Committee to be likewise their du­
ty to apply to the Legislature, then in s« s :ion, for. 
aid in behalf of the benevolent objects en.b aced by 
it ; and they are happy to add, that they were not 
disappointed in their application, the sum of fifty 
pounds having been voted them by that Honorable 
Body, which lias si ice been received into the funds.

On the arrival of our present worthy Governor 
Sir James Kempt, a Committee was also appoint­
ed to wait upon his Excellency with a copy of the 
rales and regulations of the Society, and to solicit 
bis Excellency’s favorable consideration ; to which 
be was pleased to reply, “ that he would be most 
happy to contribute to the funds of the Society,f 
and to give to the Committee, for the use of the poor, 
(tny articles of clothing and bedding of which be 
might have the disposal but the season of the year 
at which the wants of the poor for these articles are 
most pressing having scarcely yet arrived, your Com­
mittee have not availed themselves of bis'Excellen­
cy’s kindness by making an application for them.

Your Committee feel it to be their duly to remark, 
upon their endeavours to redeem the pledge given 
to the publie in the Society’s address, that its exer­
tions should be used to destroy the system o{ juvé­
nile begging i and therefore observe, that to acoom-

f P. 8 Since the accouple of the Society hn»elm?n made 
up, the Committee have received from his Excellency Sir 
Jjmbs Kempt, the very liberal donation of Ten Pound*.
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plïsh this object, the Visitors were directed to in­
form the persons relieved by them, that the assist­
ance of this Charity would be withheld from all 
those whose children were found begging in the 
streets ; aim during the few first months of the So­
ciety’s operations a considerable check was evident­
ly given to the practice ; but your Committee re­
gret to state that the funds are at present so very 
low, and consequently so little relief can be extend­
ed to the numerous and increasing calls hourly arri- 
sing, that many are obliged again to have recourse to 
it, to preserve themselves from perishing.

Although your Committee feel grateful for the li­
berality displayed by many benevolent individuals 
in aiding the funds of this Charity, yet they cannot 
avoid noticing their regret, that so very little has 
been obtained by monthly collections from that class 
of persons, who, though they could not have afford­
ed to give the sum entitling them to membership, 
yet, might without injury to themselves or their fa­
milies, have contributed a small portion , of their 
earnings to increase the funds of an Institution, to 
which, in base of misfortune, they are most likely to 

ly for relief.
t is also a matter of regret to your Committee, 

that some who have directed their names to be put 
down as annual subscribers, have not paid their sub­
scriptions ; and that the names of many who are well 
able to subscribe to the funds of this Society, are 
not yet enrolled upon its books : but they confident­
ly trust, that as its plans and mode of administering 
relief obtain greater publicity, it will meet with en- 
creasing support from a generous and enlightened 
Public, f e •

It is the peculiar character of this Society, that it 
attends to the wants of the suffering poor at a time, 
and in a manner, best.calculated to afford effectual 
aid ; but in order that the designs of the Institution 
he fully carried into effect, a sufficient -number of
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nr.!/ XjS,î.t0rS t0 8nPP]y a11 tiie wards of the tow< 
£nn * l!l\nes necessary, in order that no internin' 
t on may take place in affording necessary relief to 
the poor m any of the districts mto whiclf the town 
has been divided by your Committee.—-In fact the
very existence of the Charity is dependant upon lie
the vTsitorsC°TClentiOUf di,c?ar*e of tlie duties of 
in nffî 1 S •VeraI gentlemen who have been
m office as such during the few past months of the 
Society s existence, much praise is due for their 
steady and persevering attention to those duties 
and lor their regular attendance at the Snb-commit-

i V ,S !rilh 6reat pleasore the Com­
mittee acknowledge the high sense they entertain of
the, heneyolent exertions, and the, /onht noTtbat

sentiment will be felt by every individu»!Future There wl.l » = **? 4 

i ilure uieie will not be wanting a sufficient number
of those humane persons, who will feel it an honor
to be engaged in conveying the bounty of the rich

Amongst the cases already relieved by tins Chari
&l* mfsereven ^ ^ ^adVpfd^s

a misery , and vour Committee trust that the
manner in which relief has been afforded as statedin the commencement of this Report, will give ^

fo'dedlhem ' f a,th0"gl‘ i‘ would have af. 
toided them more pleasure to have given relief to *
greater extent in many particular fases than the»

nntM !h°ne' y<St 1des,re tQ make the funds hold out 
until this general meeting, induced them to iC
ceoonom cal as possible5' They hZylr loot
cheerfully forward to the time, when they trûst the
funds will be such as to enable this Charily to meet
the wants of every case coming to its knowledge 
wiffi more extensive relief. Knowledge,

m2e[ÜTJ !vry P.rosPect of m«ch suffering moag the poor this winter, your Committee were
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exceedingly anxious to lay in a quantity of potatoes 
and wood,, while at a low price, that they might 
have it in their power to relieve with these articles 
when they could be obtained only at a high price, or 
perhaps not at all ; but tufe funds not being equal to 
the purchase of a sufficient supply of both articles, 
It was deemed most proper to invest as large a suna 
as could be spared in tcood only, and accordingly 
144 cords are now in the Society’s depots, which 
it is the intention of your Committee not to break 
upon until a more advanced stage of the winter, haw 
mg instructed the Visitors to avail themselves of the
present low price pf the article for obtaining a tem­
porary supply,

The balance in the hands of the Treasurer, i at 
present no more —" * ■ • —seven
an
inittee for relief are hourly increasing ; they have 
therefore, no alternative, but to appeal to the human­
ity and benevolence of that Public which has alrea­
dy en trusted them with the distribution of so consi­
derable a sum as that contributed to this Charity, 
since its commencement ; and they feel confident 
that an appeal to the finest feelings of opr nature— 
those feelings which most dignify man, and render 
him most like our common S viour, who went a- 
bout doing good, commiserating and relieving the
wants of the afflicted and miserable, will not be made 
in vain,

To such benevolent persons as are ready and 
willing to give to the relief of suffering humanity— 
(and they feel sensible there are many)—your Com­
mittee hold out the Poor Man’s Friend Society 
suitable channel through which their bounty a 
dispensed to the greatest advantage but t 
be amongst us a being, who in the enjoyment of 
the comforts of life, forgets there are those who 
want its necessaries—a being, who, reclined upon 
the bed of ease, forgets there are those who have not
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strengthen him upon the bed of languishing : thou 
ivi/t. make alt his bed in his sickness.”—lJsalm 41 
ver. 3,2 and 3. *

Jo an objection, however, frequently made a- 
gainst charitable institutions, that they have a tend­
ency toencrea.se pauperism, your Committee would, 
betore they conclude their Report, make the follow­
ing repiy.—“ There is a line of distinction which 
hoih reason aird religion point out.—When charita­
ble aid encourages indolence, and diminishes orde- 
stiov responsihiht to be ind triou and frugal, its 
tendency is obviou ly pern ici s ; b t where it only 
relieves the distresses of the infirm and impotent 
who are unable to resort to labour, or provides the 
means of being industrious, to those who are consti­
tutionally able to support themselves by corporal 
exei lion, they cannot see that it oilers any incite­
ment to idleness and vice.”

The Government of this Society is in a Commit­
tee ot twenty Gentlemen annually chosen by and 
from among the subscribers, who also elect a Trea-

?? aat^ ^ocretai'y. lue Committee have divided 
Halifax into seventeen wards, and from time to 
time, appoint two gentlemen as Visitors to each, 
whose duty it is to become acquainted with 
e;nse of distress therein, by visiting through it occa­
sionally during the month they are in office, bestow­
ing such relie! as the nature of the* case requires ; 
to meet the Sub-Committee (whic.h consists of four 
members o! lue Committee, the Treasurer and Se­
cretary) on the evening previous to the monthly 
meeting of the Committee ; to pay in the amount of 
collections made by them during fhe month ; to ren­
der an account of the cases relieved by them, toge­
ther with the nature and extent of relief given; and 
to receive the amount ot the same from the Treasu­
rer, who dir cted bv the Sub-Committee to pay
riM , . the evening of the first
llinrsday it every month, to receive from the Sub-
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Committee a report of what lias been transacted by 
the Visitors during the preceding month, and to re­
appoint the Sub-Committee and Visitors, or to name 
other persons to these offices.

The Committee do not require any recommenda­
tion'to obtain the help of the Society in cases of af­
fliction : it is the desire of the Committee, that eve­
ry such case which appears to be genuine, in whate­
ver way it comes to the knowledge of any of their 
members, or to that of the Visitors, should be per­
sonally enquired into at the place of residence, which 
is the only means to avoid imposition, and relieved 
with promptitude, giving no preference to either 
sect or nation, hut hearing in mind that real distress, 
wherever found, is the only recommendation requir­
ed to obtain the aid of this institution.
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Annand, William 12 Bain, James
Austen,. Joseph 12 Boggs, Charles 12
Allison, Israel 12 Best, Richard 1 12
Austen, Mrs. 12 Black, Hon. J. 1
Adams, William 12 Brown, John

Alport, James S. 12 
12 0 Austin, Robert

Arnold, Col. R. E. 12 
Anderson, John 
Austen, Henry 2

12

12

12

12

12

Brc 
Bas 
Big 
Bo) 
Bui 
Bla< 
Bla< 
Buri 
Bryi 
Ban 
Blac 
Bog] 
Rro\ 
Blac 
Bom 
Bear 
Baza 
Bene 
Blacl 
Blacl 
Bron 
Burti 
Blacl 
Blair 
Best, 
Berrc 
Barre 
Baxh 
Bell, 
Brebr 
Binne 
Burro 
Black

;

m

m

fee
O 

U 
£. 

ZS
U

V
U

U
.S

a?
 o«

-- |-
^



r A.

Jjiii Æ,' ■ :V,
■ t /■V :5&

ISvsa V.f

j
_____ ISsiS I g ff&

± t&

; îï?5

f — .__ *

17
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Denny, Michael 12 
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H-irris, Colonel 1 
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Esq.
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