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C/ESAR AND GOD.

Luke xx. 25.—¢ Render unto Cewesar the things which be Casar's, and unto God
the things which be God’s.”

These memorable words were spoken by our Lord, in answer to the question
put to Him by the Herodians, “Is it lawful for us to give tribute unto Casar
or no.”  This party had made a league with the Phariseces and Sadducees for
the purpose of destroying Jesus: it was resolved that he should die. Iow
they might best accomplish their nefarious design was the only question. After
some deliberation it was agreed to try him with ensnaring questions, by his
answers to which he might commit himself, and turnish some pretext for
informing against him, aud having him seized by the public authorities. The
lerodians were appointed to begin the attack, and their question sank deep
unto the rankling sore of the nation’s heart. Nothing, too, could be more art-
fully contrived than this. The lawfulness of paying tribute to the emperor
was fiercely debated among the Jews—the Pharisees maintaining that they could
not, as the chosen people of God who alone was their sovereign, in any way
recognize a pagan government; while the Herodians, who were the partizans
or adherents of Herod, and, of course, friendly to the Roman domination, were
of apinion that it was not only lawful but obiigatory to pay tribute. It is need-
less to say that the common people generally, sided with the Pharisces on this
question. It seemed evident, then, that whether our Lord auswered afirma-
tively, or negatively, he would bring himself into trouble. In the former case,
he would, in all likelihood, cool or offend the common people who were deci-
dedly friendly to him—vhile, should he say “It is not lawful to pay tribute to
Ceesar,”” the Herodians, of course, were ready to carry his answer to the autho-
ritics and represent him as an exciter of sedition—a pestilent fellow who was
instilling doctrines into the minds of the people, unfavourable to the Roman
power.

But how simply and easily was all their cunning craftiness turned to foolisk-
ness! Calling fur a denarius—the coin in which the tax was paid—he pointed
to the head of the emperor engraved on one side of it, and asked whose image
it was—Casar’s, was the reply. Then said he in return, *“Render thercfore
unto Cresar the things which be Coesar’s,” and for the benefit of the Herodians
who were_rather remiss in the discharge of their religious duties, he added—
“and to God the things which be God’s.” 1t wasa principle admitted by the
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Jews themselves that wherever the money of any one was reccived and circu-
lated as the current coin of the realm there the inhabitants owned that person as
their king, Our Lord reasons from this principle, and shews that as the Jews
received Ceesar’s money and bad it circulated among them, they recognized
Coosar as their king, and must, thprefore, render him, obedience.

The reply was felt to be so satisfactory that our Lord’s interrogators mar-
velled and held their peace. He had with consummate address, escaped the
horns of the dilemma on which they tried to impale him. The partizans of
Herod could say nothing against him, beécause he had recognised and enforced
tho claims of Coesar: and thee people could say nothing as he had maintained that
the law of God was to be obeyed against all’contrary laws., In short, as has
been said, ‘‘his enemies were baéed, Cwxesar satisfied, God glorified, and the
people edified.” Thus admirably did the words serve the purpose for which
they were originally intended. But they do more. They lay down a rule of
action to be followed by Christians in all ages. They furnich us with a plat-
form from whieh we can vindicate our position as a Voluntary Church and assail
church Establishments of religion as inconsistent with the word of God. There
are three things that they most clearly teach :—

I. God and Cwmsar have rights* which must bo recognised’ Both have
* things ” which must be *rendered’” to them. Ceesar’s rights are known,
obedience and tribute. It is every man’s duty to Zonour both by word and by
deed, tize civil government under which he lives and by which he is protected.
It is every man’s duty to obey Lhosc laws that may be enacted by the civil
government under which be lives, with certain limitations which will be speci-
fied immediately, And thirdly, it is every man’s duty to pay the tribule that
may be enacted from him for the support of civil government and the further-
ance of its plans. The higher powers, whom we call the civil government, are
entrusted with the public welfare, the protection of the subjects, and the main-
tenance of good order; and it is but right that all expenses necessarily incurred
in the carrying ouf of these objects, should be defrayed by the subjects who
reap the benefit, Hence it is lawful for princes to impose taxes, and it is the
duty of the subjects to pay those taxes.

And God too has rights which must be recognised ; these are known, obedi-
ence, worship, tribute. By tribute, in this esse, we mean, contributions of
money for religious purposes. Such. contributions are a divine institution.
Every Jew was enjoined to give so much of his worldly substance for the sup-
port of the temple service; and as the Church was then in its infancy, Jehovah
specified the particular sum that each was required to give. When we say
** required” we vefer to moral obligation ; for these ancient offerings wera all
free-will offerings. (vide. Malachi, 1. 8.) The Jewish dispensation hagindeed
passed away ; but the obligation lying on Christians to support Christ’s Gospel
13 a8 strong as ever; and he who shuts his cyes to this most important duty, and
thinks he may with impunity withhold his offering, or tribute, deceives him-
self, yea, is guilty of a sin—the sin of robbing God.

II. God does not interfere with Caesar’s rights, in other. words, religion does
not exempt us from the discharge of our civil duties. So far from this, we
find our Saviour here inculcating obedience to the civil ruler as something to
which he is entitled, and which cannot be withheld without committing sin. It
would be easy to quote from other parts of the New Testament, passages to the
same effect; passages in which injunctions are laid on Christians in this as
in all other matters, to shew a worthy example to their fellow men, to be patterns

* Of course, the rights of God are independent and supreme; thosc of Casar
derived and subordinate. Ged is King of kings, and Lord of lords, the blessed and
the only Po'entate . How Ceesar acquired his rights, or whether ho shall retain them,
is not here the question. As the actual recognised ruler, it is clear, that on the
+principles of the Christian religion, as well a3 of a sound civil polity, he has certain

:rights, which, in their own sphere, are to be respected.—Ed. ,
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of loyalty and obedienco to the civil magistrate. See especially what Paul
says in Romans, chap. xiii. 1—7. ; in Titus, chap. iii. 1. ; and what Peter says
in his first epistle, chap. ii.13. 14. Of course it is implied in such injunctions
that civil rulers know their own province and confine themselves to it. They
have to do with matters purely secular, which do not intorfere with our obedi-
ence to the law of God. Iere their authority is supreme. So long as they
confine themselves to their proper sphere, and issue commands as to matters
respecting which they have the power w command, religion requires of us that
we respect their authority, and oboy their lnws. Theselawsmay be stringent,
Lut they must be obeyed. We may feel their taxes a grievance, but they must
bo paid. The money so enacted may bhe devoted to purposes of which we
entirely disapprove. That matters not, we are freed altogether from the respon-
sibility of whaut is done with the money subsequently to its leaving us. 'The
responsibility must rest entirely with those who have the disposal of it. Ceesar
for example might employ the tribute money of the Jews in a very improper
manner according to their views of things, in erecting heathen temples or licen-
tious theatres we may suppose. No Jew could approve of such things, but was
he therefore exempted from paying the tax? assuredly pot, Render to Casar
the things which be Coesar’s, was still the law.

IIL. Cexsar must not interfere with God’s rights. We have already seen that
God has rights, and Coesar has rights. The civil magistrate is entitled to hon-
our, obedience and tribute. God is entitled to honour, obedience, worship and
tribute. The province of the civil magistrate includes all sccular things not
contrary to the law of God. God’s province, as distinct from that of the civil
magistrate, is conscience. So long as the former keeps himself within his
appropriate sphere, he is entitled to receive, and he shall receive, honour and
obedience. We have just seen that God does not interfere with his rights, and
that so far from this, obedience to the civil ruler is a part of the duty which
every Christian owes to God. But should the civil magistrate overstep his
boundary line and encroach on what is properly God’s right, he must be
resisted. And when is he guilty of such trespassing? Whenever he would
seek to interfere with conscience, to control faith, worship or discipline, to pre-
seribe what we shall believe and what we shall not, to enjoin particular times,
places or modes of worship, to appoint Xasmrs over churches and regulate the
admission of candidates to baptism, and the Lord’s Supper; in these cases he
is steps}ing beyond his legitimate sphere, and taking upon him an authority te
which he has no right. If he should thus assume the rights which belong
exclusively to God, he must be disobeyed and resisted. When Peter and John
were summoned before the Jerusalem Council and charged to speak no more in
the name of the Lord Jesus, they replied, “ Whether it be right in the sight of
God to hearken unto you more than unto God judge ye.” Aects iv, 13. Andwe
vindicate their conduct in resisting on this occasion.” So we vindicate the con-
duct of the three young men at Babylon, who refused to worship the golden
image which Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. These youths were ready
to obey the Babylonian monarch in every thing else. No faunlt whatever could
be found with them as subjects; but here they felt that the king was encroach-
ing on their Maker's rights, making demands of them which he had no right to
make, and so they thought it better to obey God rather than man. We vindi-
cate too the principle on which the Puritans and Covenanters resisted the civil
power in their day, Their oppressors sought to bridle conscience, and thus
afforded them a pretext for rising up in rebellion against them.

It had been well for the world at this time, if Caesar had known to keep his
place. [fis sphere islarge enough for him, and to the full extent of that sphere,
has he liberty of action; but the moment he goes beyond he errs. And alas!
for humanity that the trespass has been so often committed. We mako bold
to say that more oppression has resulted from state interference with religion,
than from all other sources together. Oh, the sad histories that could be reci-
ted, of the cruel wrongs endured by those who have suffered for conscience sake.
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There are spots hallowed by the blood and tears of men to whom God’s truthe
was dearer than home or life itself, and who would die on the moorland or the:
scaffuld, rather than betray that liberty which they regarded as their birthright..
The last day alone can reveal the awful suffering, the cruel ignominious deaths.
endured, the heroic fortitude, the unflinching principle displayed by these mar-
tyrs. Let us honour their memory, and the memory of those men, worthy
descendants of theirs, whose lot happening to fall on better days.was less try-
ing, though the battle they had to ﬁglxt was not less severe, from the Erskines
and Gillespies, down to the Dis:uptionists of ’43 ; and while honouring their
memory, let us imitate their love of truth and freedom, and that sturdy inde-
pendence which cannot see a right imperilled without standing boldly forward
in its defence. J. M.
Alloa, Scotland.

UNYIED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH HISTORY.

BY THE REV. DR. FERRIER, CALEDONIA.

Although the Relief Church was long suhjected to misrepresentation, censure;.
and calumny, from various quarters, yet its ministers and people meekly bore:
the opprobrium, and went forward in their regular course of procedare in-
creasing and prospering more and more. Perhaps the jealousy excited by
their success might be one cause of the opposition directed against them, whilst
this opé)osition was the very means of extending their cause, and multiplying
their adherents. There is something even in corrupt human nature which
disposes it to take part with the oppressed.

Xfter all, the Synod of Relief were not so singular in their views and practice:
a8 was often alleged. The first Fathers of the Secession avowed the same prin-
ciple of communion with visible saints, and after the formation of the Secession,
were accustomed to Teceive into occasional fellowship, persons who adhered to
faithful ministers remaining in the Establishment, and we have been told, even
to give certificates to those of their own members who wished to communicate
with the congregations of these godly ministers. This, however, was not long
continued, and the practice at first arose from the circumstances in which the
Secession eriginated, which were somewhat different from those of the Relief.
Before, as long after, the Secession, the Church of Scotland was divided into
two parties, and ahhoug,h they were one Church, they held tittle or no fellow-
ship with each other. The orthodox ministers and their people formed 2 class
by themselves, and were as_distinct for many years as if they had been a
separate church from the Establishment. The Secession came out of the
Establishment, not chiefly like the Relief, on account of Patronage, but chiefly
on account of the erroneous dectrines which were tolerated and taught in the
Establishment.  Although thé first Seceders for a short time had intercourse
with the orthodox in the Nationel Church, who had been their associates before
the Secession, yet when there was no hope of their being able to return to that
Church, the practice was discontinued ; and although the theory uf communion
with visible saints might be held by some ministers, yet it was considered in-
expedient to reduce it to practice. But from the fact of the Relief Church
springing more particularly out of the evils of Patronage, it was more likely
that this practice should be preserved among them. We have been told that
in the formation of their congregations, especially where a violent settlement
was the ocension, they considered themselves as openinga door for the whole
Parish, that the communicants might bave their privileges at hand when thoy
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reclaimed against the induction of an obnoxious pastor. This could not but
occasion abuses in some instances. Yet it is justice to the Relief Church to
say that, approving of free communion, they never approved of indiscriminate
communion. They might be accused of this, but it was never their practice
knowingly, nor was it ever their profession. They seem to have caught much
of the spirit of the godly and eminent Whitefield, who, by his visits to Scotland,
had been the means, in n great measure, of allaying the prejudices of Presby-
terians on the subject of the Communion of saiats, and who, at all times, ex-
pressed his willingness to hold fellowship with all the genuine friends of
Christ, by whatever name they were called, declaring that all whom Christ
received should not only have fellowship with the Saviour, but with each other.
Christians may differ about Church government, and on other imnportant
matters, but whers they agree they may surely co-operate, and agreeing, as
they all do, about the sealing ordinance of the Supper, there can be no serip-
tural reason why they may not all unite in it. This seems to be sanctioned by
the Apostle where he says,—* Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained,
let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing.”

For o long time the Relief Churcn seemed to consider themselves as closely
sllied to the Establishment, and chiefly intended to grant relief from the
tyranny exercised by the law of Patronage. 1llence they did not push their
principles in an aggressive manner by entering on fields where the gospel was
preached, even where there might be sufficient scope for erecting their own
standard. They waited till they were invited, and this was generally where
the exercise of Patronage alienated the people from the National Church.
Had the Relief Synod been more anxious to proselytize, and to extend its in-
fluence, the Congregations might have multiplied at & much more rapid pace.
The ministers were unobtrusive; and though in many a locality they would
have been welcomed, yet till substantial reasons could be assigned, they did
not interfere. Perhaps in this particular they were too delicate.  This, how-
ever, presents their Church in an aspect which deserves commeudation.

Bat the Synod of Relief were most wanting to themselves in not instituting
at once a Theological Seminary for the education of young men for the holy
ministry. No wonder they were scarce of preachers. It is rather to be won-
dered at that they got preachers at all.  When the Secession was fairly or-

anized, they considered it necessary to elect & Professor of Divinity, to be
orthwith employed in training youth for the ministry. But the Relief Church
for more than fitty years remained without a Professor of their own, and thus
did not complete their constitution as o Church. In the meantime their
students were taught in the Halls of the Establishment, which were scarcely
worthy of 50 important & trust. This fact would make us fear that the Synod
of Relief were not so particular in guarding against doctrinal error, as the
Secession. The latter would not trust their students at the Establishment
Halls, the Professors in some instances being Arminpian in their creed. Oune
of the branches of the Secession, for a long time, even discouraged their
students from attending some of the classes in” the Universities, by instituting
& Professorship of Moral Philosophy for themselves. But the Reliet Church,
from what cause we know not, not feeling the necessity or advantage of a
distinct Theological Institution, allowed them to run the risk of being tine-
tured with those doctrinal errors which were sometimes presented in the pre-
lections of their teachers, and even of being carried away by the operation of
that very Patronage system in the Establishment, against which they testified.
Into this last snare the students not infrequently fell, and it had a decided
deteriorating influence on the respectability and progress of the Relief Church.
It was often found that talented students were enticed or tempted to leave
them, aud with the prospect or prcmise of promotion in the Established
Chureh, to identify themselves with the majority of their associates in their
theological course, There were also not & few students of inferior talents in
the Establishment, who, seeing little prospect for themselves from the law of
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Patronage, joined the Relief Church, where they felt they had a better ehance
of success. Thus the Synod of Relief injured itself by remaining so long
without a Professor of Theolegy for its own students. So much was this the
case that it has been said they never rose as a Chureh, like the Secession
Churches, to have o phalanx of learved and talented ministers among them to
give prominence to their denomination, till they cured this evil, and established
their own Theological Seminary. From this long-continued defect in their
system, it was facetiously remarked, and wo believe that to sume extent it was
true, that there was a visible inconsistency between some of the Relief people,
and some of their ministers, in that the former were Relief from the existence
of Patronage, hut the latter from the want of it.

It was in the year 1825, that this defect in the constitution of the Relief
Church was remedied by the institution of & Divinity Hall, and by the appoint-
ment of the Rev. Dr. Thomson of Paisley, to be the Professor ; and from this
period the students were collected under his inspection in the prosecution of
their studies for the holy ministry. Dr. Thomson was an ornament to his
Church, and from his talents and acquirements, the urbanity of his manners,
and other accomplishments, was well qualified to undertake-the duties which
now devolved on him. He entered on his labours in the Chair with diligence
and zeal, and was the successful instrument in training many young men for
the gospel ministry, and in greatly advancing the respectability of the Relief
Church. Ile continued his Iabours till his death, when he was succeeded by
Drs. Lindsay and MceMichael, who still labour in that department.

The effects of this arrangement were salutary, and were soon felt. The
Institution told on the interests of the denomination. It made them more
compnct in their organisation, it separated them effectually from the corrupt
Establishment, it brought them forward to take a more decided stand in advo-
cating the independence of the Church, which soon became the great subject
of national interest and discussion, and it brought a hust of talented ministers
into their Synod, and tended greatly to produce closer intercourse and greater
confidence between them and other liberal churches in pushing forward those
measures of ecclesiastical reformation for which Providence was now so
evidently opening the way, and especially with the United Secession for paving
the way to that union of the two Churches which was soun to be realized.

The urion of the two Secession Bodies, which took place in 1820, cuuld not
fail to interest the Relief Church, especially from these denominations having
so great a resemblance to them in principle and admiuistration; and this
auspicious event did not fail to suggest the idea of union with themselves.
We well remember to have travelled at this period with that respectable Relief
ninister, the Rev. Mr. Barr,® of Glasgow, to the neighbuuring town of Paisley,
where the Lord’s Supper was to be dispensed among the various denominations,
and where he was to assist Dr. Thomson, o the Relief Church, and 1, Mr. Smart,
who belonged to what had been the Burgher side of the Secession. My fellow-
traveller was much interested in the union that bad so recently takeo place,
and spake of it with enthusiasm. We both met Dr. Thomson as we entered
the town, Mr. Barr remarked to his brother, that he rejuiced to find whas he
called *“ a new thing,” that I was to assist, not as usual with my father, but
with Mr. Smart, and added, ““ I hope the time is not distant when he will come
to assist you.”” This, doubtless, would have happened, bad I remaired in
Scotland, and had Dr. Thomson, with whom 1 was well acquainted, lived to
the time of the union between the Secession and Relief. 1 believe that in a
similar manner the greater number of the ministers of the Relief Synod re-
joiced in the union referred to, and regarded it as a prelude to 4 union with
themselves.  In proof of this it is proper to state, that at the first meeting of
their Synod after this union, in May, 1821, they unanimously passed the fol-

* Author of two excellent Catechisms on the sealing ordinances of Baptism and
the Lord’s Supper.
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lowing resolution:—*The Synod view with much interest and pleasure the
spirit of union and conciliation manifested by different Presbyterian budies,
and anticipate with coufidence a period, which they trust is not fur distant,
when difference of opinivn on points of minor importance, and on which mutual
forbearance ought to be exercised, shall no longer be a ground of sepavation,
and of party distinetion.” This Resvlution, it may be bere observed, was re-
newed in 1835, with the addition, *That in the view of forwarding the
measure, (of union) the Synod recommend it to Presbyteries, Sessions and
Churches, to take the matter into their serious and prayerful consideration,
and report to nest meeting of Synod; that in the meantime it is desirable that
the ministers of this Synod, and the members of thiir Churches, cultivate
ministerial and christian intercourse with the ministers and members of the
United Associate Synod, and that the Clerk communicate an extract of this de-
liverance to the United Associate Synod, in a letter expressive of regard and
esteem, addressed to their Muderator, which motion was unanimously carried,
and adopted accordingly.”

From their liberal principles, and their desire of peace with other denomnina-
tions, and union where it was found practicable, the Relief Church never at-
tempted to erect their standard in foreign countries. Their seutiments were
so catholic, that they readily fuund churches which so entirely coincided with
them, that those of their ministers who went to the United States, or Canada,
or elsewhere, connected themselves with such evangelical denominations, as
seemed to them to be likest their own Church at home The Relief denomina-
tion was purely a Scottish Chureh, deriving its name and its character from
the defective Presbyterianism of the Establishment in Scetland.

This, however, did not prevent them from interesting themselves in foreign
missions. Not a few of their ministers went into distant lands to preach the
gospel, and some of them went as missionaries to the heathen. In particular,
they encouraged the mission to South Africa, and their efforts were crowned
with much success. Frowm the time that Missionary and Bible Sucieties were
organized, the different denominations in Scotland, which had long stood alvof
frum eacis other, began to co-operate in some measure, in promoting those
schemes of christian bepevolence. ‘T'his had a powerful influence in spreading
the leaven of religious charity and zeal over the various devominatiuns, and
showing that christianity was not confined to one branch of the Church, but
that true christians were to be funnd under every name,

Soon after the Union in the Secession, it became evident that a new era had
arrived, and there were visible feelings of jealousy and fear among the min-
isters of the Establishment, arising from the strength and rapid growth of
Dissent, and from the prominence which the ministers of the various dissenting
denominations maintained in the schemes of christian enterprise which were
adopted and practised. The Apocrypha controversy produced a divisivn where
there had been co-operation before, in the work of Biblé circulation. This
division was chiefly, though not exclusively, between ministers of the Estab-
lishment, and ministers of dissenting denominations; and when in a great
measure divided in one thing, there was less ceremony in speaking out their
views on other questions. The Voluntary controversy was the result in 1827,
in consequence of a sermon preached by the Rev. Dr. Marshall, of Kirkintilloch,
of the United Secession Church; and it was highly gratifying to that denomi-
nation, especially as it was unespected, to find that the Relief Church secunded
the movement, and began to co-operate with faithful and efficient assiduity.
It was now that the influence of tho Relief Body was felt more than ever, and
along with the United Secession, and other liberal denominations, they were
the means of creating alarm in the Establishment, and of leading them on to
all those movements which brought them into the inconsistencies hetween their
position as a civil establishment, and their judicial proceedings in the Courts
of their Church, and at length into that dilemna which occasioned the
Disruption.
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From 1830, to at least, 1840, this Voluntury Question agitated the whole
country, Tho Secession and Relief Churches most harmoniously co-operated
on the side of freedom, and were by these means brought intv acquaintance
and friendship with each other, and into the exercise of mutual confidence and
love. Volantary Societies wero formed in every part of the land. These, and
other movewents in defence of christian liberty, were followed on the side of
the Establishment by agitativn about the Veto law, the Chapels of Ease, and
Quoud Sacra Churebes, the Church Esxtension scheme, and the Petitions for
Additional Endowments. All these schemes were conducted on the side of
the Istablishment with a view to counteract Dissent, and if possible, to anni-
hilate it. They had even the effrontery to seck such ax increase of churches
to Le built and endowed at the expense of the nation, as would accon.modate
the whole popuiation, and thus supersede the use of Dissenting Churches. It
was wonderful that so little knowledge of human nature could be exhibited.
But the Church of Scotland, conscious of its imperfections, and disliking to
have them exposed, seemed for a time to be inftuated, and to give an tnvolunlary
impulse to the Voluntary movement by their own injudicious opposition. Into
all the movements on the enlightened side of this great question, the Relief
Church entered with an activity which did them bonour. "It is a good thing
to be zealously affected in o good cause; and conscious that this cause was
gdod, and must prosper, they overcame all their denominational diffidence and
reserve, and went forward with stout hearts to the help of the Lord against
the mighty. .

Coming thus so much into contact with the United Secession, the two
churches increased in resemblance, and were gradually prepared for union.
The steps leading to this will be given when we bring up the Secossion history
from 1820 to 1847, when their union took place with the Relief.

In the meantime it is only necessary, before closing this part of our historie
s:-eteh, to take notico of n serious litigation into which this Synod were drawn,
by which their civil rights were affected, and which oceupied their attention
for four or five years. We shall best present this matter, by quoting from a
work entitled, * Memorials of the Union between the Secessivn and Relief
Churches.” This case arose out of an attempt on the part of Mr. Smith,
Relief minister in Campbelton, to get over his congregation, and the property
belonging to it, to the Established Church. Taking advantage of the remit
sent down by the Relief Synod to its Congregations, to consider the proposal
of union with the Secession Church, he forced on the alternative, whether they
would unite with the Sccession, or join the Church of Scotland. e ovowed
his own determination to be in favour of joining the Establishment, and by
his observations, rendered it evident that he was about to take that step.
Other circumstances in connexion with this, rendered it necessary for his
Presbytery to interfere. Mr. Smith refused to accede to their decision, which
required of him, simply to declare ex animo, that he would abide by the prin-
ciples of the Relief Synod as at present constituted. After long dealings with
him, they were necessitated to declare him no longer in connexion with the
Relief Body. This decision was confirmed by the Synod, to which the caso
was appealed.

¢ Mr. Smith obtained an interdict from the Sheriff, to prevent the Church
from being preached vacant, until his civil rights were ascertained in the
Supreme Court. This case came in due time before the Court of Session. The
question mainly at issue was, Is the sentence of a Dissenting Church Court to
be considered by the Civil Courts, 7es judicala ? or have the civil courts a right
to examine, if it has heen regularly and fairly pronounced, and, if any flaw is
discovered, set it aside as to its civil consequences,—manse and stipend? Mr.
Smith and his friends held the latter, the Synod the former, in this
question. Aftor a lengthened litigation, the question was decided in favour of
the Relief Synod, and against Mr. Smith and his supporters.

“The proceedings in this case were watched with anxious interest, both by
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churchmen and dissenters, and by none moro than by the members of the
United Associate Synod, who felt that a blow was aimed at them as well us
their brethren of the Relief, as being their condjutors, and to some extent their
leaders, in the Voluntary Controversy. A 1ore cordial feeling was thercby
excitod botween the churches, as is indicated in the following communication
addressed by the Secession to the Relief Synod upon the oceasion. * The atten-
tion of Synod having been called to the interests of the Relief Synod, as in-
volved in the case before the civil courts respecting ths Campbelton Church,
coucerning which the Relief Synod had sent documents for the perusal of
members of this Synod,—this Synod agree to express sympathy with our
brethren of the Relief Synod in this matter, and approbation of their struggles
for maintaining the independence of their ecclesiastical courts.”

But the Campbelton case served to promote the Union in a still more powerful
and direct manuer, than by merely awakening svrpathy and exciting regard.
It led Dr. Struthers to write the History of the Relief Church, and thereby ‘o
supply a desideratum which had been felt by some of the most candid and
charitable among the Seceders, who were anxious for more authoritative docu-
mentary evidence than they had been able to procure, to confirm the state-
ments of the promoters of the Union, respecting the principles and practices
of the Pelief E‘hurch. The knowledge thence acquired proved of much prac-
tical use when the union was drawing towards i*3 consummation.

We know nothing of the general business of che Relief Synod after this till
the time of the union, some years afterwards, The following, however, is an
account of the closing scene of this Synod in its separate state, and it is deeply
interesting, It is of date 13th May, 1847. After the Relief Synod met on
Thursday %orenoon, it was engaged for a short ime dispatching some remaining
business. When the appointed time for leaving James-Place Church had
nearly arrived, Mr. Symington proposed, “ That though the Court was not now
to close, seeing that it was'in a body, and in o Synodical capacity, they were
to proceed to the place of meeting, yet, in the solemn and interesting circum-
stances in which they were placed, it would be highly proper that one of the
senior members of Synod should offer up o prayer to God.” Mr. McNaughton,
Milngavie, havieg been celled on by the Moderator, then offered up 2 verﬁ
solemn and appropriate prayer, reviewing God's goodncess to the Reliet Chure
a3 o separate hody, acknowledging its short-comings and sins, imploring divine
forgiveness in respect of these, and supplicating the blessing of lfeaven on the
union to which they were about to proceed. 'The solemnity which pervaded
the meeting during the presentation of this the last prayer of the Relief Synod
in its separate capacity, and the deep and sacred feelings which it awakened,
will, we are persuaded, be long remembered by all who had the privilege to
bo present.*

{75 be continued.)

Wevickws of Baoks.

’AzuBA ; or, the Forsaken Land: a description of a recent visit to Pules-
time.. By tme Rev. W. Rircmig, Berwick-on-Tweed, Author of
Lectures on Baptism.—Small 8vo., pp. 514 ; Edinburgh, Johnston &
Hunter, 1856.

The handsome and intercsting volume before us is the production of a
Minister of the U. P. Church who lately made a tour in the Holy Land.

* Ereatun—~Page 204, line 31, for “ and to” read “and who
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It consists, he informs us, of the substance of lectures which he delivered
tu various congregations after his return, and is now published by request.
Professor T'rench, in his ingenious and valuable work ¢ On the Study of
Words ” tells us that ¢ ¢ Saunterer’ derived from ¢la sainte terre’”” is
one who visits the Holy Land. ¢ At first a deep and earnest enthusiasm,”
suys he, *“drew men hither to visit—in the beautiful words which
Shakspere puts into the mouth of our Fourth Heory and which explain
so well the attractions that at one time made Palestine the magnet of all
Christendom—to visit, I say—
¢Those holy fields

O’er whose acres walked those blessed feet

Which fonrteen hundred years ago were »ailed,

For our advantage, on the bitter cros-.’

¢ By degrees, however, as the enthusiasm spent itsclf, the making of this

pilgrimage degenerated into a mere worldly fashion, and ctery idler thatliked
strolling about, better than performing the duties of his calling, assumed the
pilgrin’s stuff and proclaimed himself bound for the Holy Land ; to which,
very often, he never in earnest set. out. And thus this word forfeited the
more honourable meaning it may once have possessed, and ¢ Saunterer’
came to signify one idly and unprofitably wasting his time, loitering here
and there with no fixed purposcoraim.” Mr. Ritchie, impelled by longings
with which every minister of the gospel will readily sympathize, visited
¢‘la sainte terre,’ but this well stored volume with which he has favoured
the church, and the world amply vindicates him from the charge of beinga
¢ saunterer.’ .

The object of the work is thus stated by the author himself :—

“The following chapters are exclusively restricted to places which I per-
sonally visited. They are not intended to be a mere recital of facts already
known, nor only a description of scenes often delineated by master-hands.
Ilistorical events, however skilfully selected and gracefully related, details of
provinces and individuals, bowever accurate and touching, do not constitute
the full development of truth. The main object, therefore, in the subsequent
narrative, is to gratify your laudable desire for all obtainable information on
the present condition of Palestine; to elucidate and confirm to truth of Scrip-
ture; to pr. mote the spiritual edification of my auditors; and to advance the
honour and kingdem of our Savieur.”

We regret that we are not in circumstances at present to do full justice
to this volume, but the following extracts will serve as a specimen. Des-
cription of the country, it will be seen, is happily blended with Seriptural
illustration, and religious instruction and pious reflection.

‘“ The length of thesea of Galileeis twelve miles, its breadth six, and its depth
unknown. Itis 329 feet below the level of the Mediterranean. It abounds
with fish of varivus kinds; but the people are so fesw, poor, or indolent, that
the finny tribes within its waters are seldom disturbed. Its pellucid, silvery
surface was unrufiled. The waters of the Jurdan moved slowly in the centre;
and a solitary water-fowl was feeding, and basking in the sun. Nuv mortal
man was in_sight; no plantation relicved the eye; and the stillness was op-
pressive.  On the east side, the Dills rise rapidly from the edge of the lake to
a muoderate clevation, and are intersected by numerous ravines, which receive
the superabundaut water from the high lands of Bashan beyond, and convey it
to the sea.  On the west side, the hills are Jofiier, sometimes 900 feet high,
and more precipitous, with many caves, both natural and artificial, in their
rugaed cliffs.  Between these twe ranges, the lake calmly rests, like a slum-
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bering monarch surrounded by bis armonr-bearers. It is lovely, though not
equal, inits present dreary condition, to some of our English and Scotch lakes,
which are unsurpassed, in picturesque, richness and grandeur.

““ We came down upon the outskirts of the Plain of Gennesaret. This plain
lies four miles along the north-west bend of the lake, is rather triangular in
its shape, and is two miles broad at the spot where we stood. I paused, in
wander and melancholy, to contrast the former and present aspects of this ce-
lebrated region. Ancient writers describe its previous productiveness in the
most glowing terms, and its physical adaptution to supply the wants of vast
multitudes remains the same.  Josephus affirms, its produce was so various
and luxariant, that the four seasouns seemed there to contend for the mastery.
Nor is his narrative much of an exaggeration, if the luxuriant vegetation we
beheld, even in its neglected state, he a proof of its nutural resources. No
hand now upturns that fertile soil. The thorn, the briar, the thistle, grow
unmolested, except when oceasionally cropped by passing cattle.  Every little
hill had then its teeming populntion. Abundant gmin,?ovely frait, delicivus
perfumes, the voice of birds, the mirth of children, the laugh of the happy
peasant, and the song of the cheerful labourer, made this region like an out-
post of paradise. But the voice of man is now hushed ; the houses have fallen,
and the people are gone ; and you imagine that, notwithstanding its present
verdure, you lock upon some dreary outpost of a deserted world. It was
predicted, above 2600 years ago, that the dwellings would be desolate, *and
the men removed far away.” (Isa. vi. 12.) Sin deserved, and a righteous
Heaven has sent, the threatenad judzment.

* Recovering from these painful reflections, I rode towards the confluence of
the Jordan with the lake. Ata short distance from our road, I observed a
dark object just peering above the intervening and useless verdure. I in-
quired what it was ; and was answered mournfully, “Tell- Hom.” At these
words, a strange chill passes over one’s frame. These are the ruins of Caper-
naum, Christ's “ own city,”—he loved it so dearly,—and where he performed
most of his mighty works. To the modern inhabitants of the district that
famed city is unkoown ; and its very name is so completely Fassed away, that
even the memory of it dues not linger round the spot. 1t was exalted to
heaven by the presence and power of the great Redeemer; it is now sunk to
the lowest depths of humiliation. No magnificent ruins overwhelm the mind
by their vastuess and splendour. Lvery remnant of its former strength, and
the busy erowds which thronged its streets, have been swept away by the
hand that controls all human affuivs.  Recollection may eall up its ancient
markets, synagogues, noisy harbour. and eager multitudes gathering upon the
sea-shore, around the angust form of Him whose words were those of love;
may diwell upon its agitated population 1 «~nly discussing the merits of the
prophet of Nazareth, and supercilionsty reje. .ing the cluims of his mission; and
the spirit may wander in vision over the miracles wrought, the dectrines
taught, the compassion displayed, and the holiness exhibited, by an incarnate
Redeemer.  But this affecting picture is soom dissipated by the death-like
reality. A heap of blackened rabbish, which even *a passing rook did not
invest with the semblance of life,” by resting his foot fur a moment in his
jouruey, is the lonely, withered, desolate remains of Capernaum. It is one
of the dreariest objects in @ land where desolation is the general character;
and while you gaze on these shrivelled fragments, the heart, wearied by sad-
dening meditations, secks to recruit its exhausted energies by silence and re-
tirement. Al within range of vision is still and lifeless, like some forgotten
part of creation.  Such are the dreadful consequences of rejecting the gospel.

* What blessings and woes are wrapt up in the single word, * Capernaum ¥
In this city, Jesus uttered au injunction which is unmitigated and uarepealed :
‘The time is {fulfilied, and the kingdom of Gud is at hand : repent ye, and be-
lieve the gospel”  (Mark i. 15.) "Here he dwelt, taught, comfurted the sor-
rowful, healed the direased, fled from ingratitude, returned to do good for evil.
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and pardoned the guilty. Iere the centurion’s servant was cured ; evil spirits
were cast out; Peter’s mother-in-law was restored to health ; the palsied man,
let down by the roof, retired in joy, being cured and pardoned ; a scribe of-
fered to follow Jesus, who had not where to lay his head ; 2 withered hand
was made whole; tribute-money was paid by a miracle; the ambition of the
disciples was rebuked; the daughter of Jarius was raised from the dead; and
the poor had ¢ the gospel preached unto them.’

“ What a multit:de of mighty deeds were here performed, and of important
instructions delivered! And what is it now? ‘The sad memento of human
guilt. A Saviour's love may linger long about our souls, and his warning
voice may frequently admonish of approaching retribution ; but justice and
mercy both demand that persevering impiety should receive its 1eward. ‘The
dim shadow of Tyre and Sidon’s ancient splendour still remains; but Chorazin,
Bethsaida, and Capernaum, where are they? In the sepulchre of merited
oblivion. It 7s more tolerablefor Tyre and Sidon ; what shall be the destinics
of their respective inhabitants hereafter the day must reveal. This we knosw,
that to escape the doom, we must shun the paths of guilt; for *the wages of
sin is death.” (Rom. vi. 23.)

“‘There seom to have been two Bethsaidas. One was on the eastern side of
the Jordan, near to its jusction with the lake, where a considerable town exists.
Philip the Tetrarch enlarged and adorned this place, and called it Julias, in
honour of the daughter of Augustus. It is probable that, close to this town,
Jesus miraculously fed the five thousand. 1lis blessing enricheth, and addeth
no Sorrow.

¢ After leaving Capernaum, and again directing our steps towards Tiberias,
we repeatedly passed ruins some of which may mark the places where Cho-
razin and the other Bethsaida stood. The numerous population has longsince
;]isappenred, leaving on the solitary shore only these scattered wrecks of civi-
lization.

«Of Chorazin, little is known. beyond the fact, that Jesus wrought there as
never man wrought, and taught as never mortal taught. But his labours and
instructions were lightly esteemed, and its threatened doom of complete ex-
tinction has been literally fulfilled; even its foundation and site are so oblite-
rated, that to complete the desolation, the very stones scem to have been re-
duced to dust, and mingled with the surrounding earth.”

We must not omit mentioning that Mr. Ritchic bas had the considerate
kindness to present a copy of his valuable work to the Library of cur
Divinity Hall. So escellent an example, we hope, will not be lost on the
aumerous authors in the U. P. Church at home.

A CoMMENTARY ON THE Eprsthe T0 THE Epmestans. By Charles
Hodge, D.D., Professor in the Theological Seminary, Princcton, New
Jersey. New York: Carter and Brothers.™

After a long interval—too long—the church has again been favoured
with this new expository work from the pen of Dr. Hodge. It is executed
upon the general plan of his excellent Commentary on the Epistle to the
Romans, which was published more than twenty years since, and of which
an abridgement by the Author, giving the substance of the book, was
issucd by the London Tract Society. The present work, though not so
full, nor the material so expanded, as the former, isa much more gram-
matical and exegetical exposition of the Greck text of the Epistle. On

= The Editor has been favored with this Review by a worthy minister in the
Proviuce, whose opinions and counsels, it is hoped, will meet with merited attention.
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<his account it is especially adapted for the use and benefit of ministers,
and those preparing for the office of the ministry. To all sueh, it is fitted
to be of great value. Their studies of the Seriptures should be mainly
dirceted to ascertain the true sense of the original language employed by
the inspired writers, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit of God. Their
aim should be first to get a competent acquaintance with the originals of
God’s Word, the Hebrew and Greek tongues, and then to apply this
primary knowledge to the performing of the arduous duties incumbent on
them ; in doing which, such helps as Dr. Hodge has here furnished, will
prove very serviceable. It is mot so very elaborate and eritical as Dr.
Eadie’s great work on the same epistle, which is a synopsis of the Jabours
of other critics, together with his own acute and scholarly investigations.
But as a suggestive guide-book to one of the most important of Paul’s
epistles, Dr. Hodge’s Commentary will be found high in the scale of
Seripture exposition. It is brief, but all to the point, and characterised
by that clear logical deduction, by which the Dr. is so much distinguished.
His object evidently has been to assist those who can read the cpistle, as
it came in its primitive form, from the gigantic and heaven-taught mind of
Paul, in arriviog at the rcal meaning, leaving them to expand and improve
‘the mementous views which are brought out, for the instruction and
Dracfical direetion of others. And it is thus that the studies of ministers
will be truly bencficial to themselves, as well as to their hearers.  Their
objeet should be notto get up discourses upon portions of Seripture, as
easily and speedily as possible, by the aid of general commentaries; but to
discover as nearly as they can, * the mind of the Spirit,”” as expressed in
the very words which were ased by the holy men who wrote as they were
moved by Him ; and then to illustrate and press home to the minds of
men the precious discoveries they have been enabled to make. The com-
mentaries of Henry, Scott, and others, are useful, especially to common
christians, and may with advantage be consulted by ministers. But that
is not all, nor what they should first do. Their first business is to go to
the fountain-head, and try to replenish themselves there, taking such
books as Dr. Hodge’s and Dr. Badie’s to assist them; and thus may they,
after prayerful research, come out to the pulpit as workmen not needing to
be ashamed. Tt is 2 great improvement in the present times, that exposi-
tions of this kind, the matured fruit of much thought and enquiry, and of
access to sources which few can reach, are issuing frequently from the
Christian press. We would advise all young ministers to give a place in
their library toas many of them as they can procure.  Their limited means
preclude them too much from possessing a large supply of books; therefere
what they purchase should be select, and what they most want.  Aud in
order to enlarge their access to gencral rending, they should put forth their
counsel and their influence to promote the establishment of judiciously
formed libraries, in their congregations, and the communitics around them.
Thus will they both receive and diffuse meatal illumination and enjoy-
ment; knowledge will run to and fro, and be increased; many minds
will be clevated; the improvement of Christian Churches and of human
socicty will be advanced, by the blessing of God through the working of
Ilis Spirit; and the days will be hastened on when men shall no longer
need to say to their neighbours, ¢ Koow the Lord; for ail shall know Him,
from the least to the greatest.”
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In connection with the valuable book which we have bricfly noticed,
and earnestly recommended to our clerical readers, we would take occasion
to say a few words on behalf of what in good old Scotland has been called
Tecturing, or expository preaching, or what in the hook of Nehemish is
designated, “ reading in the book in the law of the Lord, and giving the
sense, and causing the people to understand the reading.”” This is a mode
of religious teaching, which experience in Scotland for three centuries has
proved to be eminently useful to the people. We fervently wish that it
may be kept up and perpetuated in our churches in Canada. It is well
adapted to lead the people to search the Seriptures, and to acquire a
somewhat thorough knowledge of them, and of the plan of salvation
from divine wrath and from sin, which they unfold. But expositions, in
order best to gain their end, should embrace a book of Seripture in detail,
and not merely taking passages piecemeal here and there. It should be
the good old way of going through a book of Seripture selected, now from
the New Testament, and anon from the Old; the instructor secking to
make his people students of the Bible along with himself. At the same
time this should be intermixed with what is properly e~''ed sermonizing.
There are some whose preaching consists almost, if not altogether, of expo-
sition. But this is not good : it does not afford oppor.unity for doing full
Jjustice to particular points of important doctrine and principle; nor for
those set urgent addresses and appeals to the heart and conscience whick
should often sound forth from the pulpit. Others never, or but seldom,
give any thing but sermons.  But this should not be. It does not bring
out connected views of “the whele counsel of God,” the entire system of
faith which He has revealed; and we fear it will be found too much the
case that the people who sit under such preaching are not well read in the
Bible. But we must stop. The subject we have now hinted at would
furnish material for a long dissertation. We have merely touched upon
it ; and in conclusion would address to our Brethren the words of Paul,
“ we speak as unto wise men; judge ye what we say.”

Tue CaxapA DIRecToRY, for 1857 ; Montreal, JorN LOVELL.

A Prospectus of this work, which is in progress, has been sent us.  There
is a very numerous class in the community to whom such a publication, if
well executed, will be invaluable; indeed, there are few who may uot
sometimes find occasion for it. The undertaking, however, is an arduous
one; but the parties, we believe, are respectable, and we wish them all
SuCCess.

Iissionary Futelligence.

TWELFTIH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS
IN CONNECTION WITH THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCIL
OF NOVA SCOTIA.

[This Report occapies the greater part of the Hissionary Register of the Preshy-
terian Church of Nova Scotia for October. Our own Church having taken some
steps towsrds co-operation in Missionary work, with the Churchin Nova Scotia, we
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purpose to Iny the Report before our readers, but can give only a portion of it in
the present Number. The remainder may be expected in our next. ]

. During the past year your Board have much more than usual to awaken their
interest, and employ their encrgics, botb at home and abroad.

ANOTIHER MISSIONARY.

They can now tell of another missionary, under their care, having left these
shores, to carry the unsearchable riches of Christ to the remote Islesof the Southern
Paciffe. On this individual the cyes of the Church have been anxiously set for
some years past. Iis probation under their immediate oversight has satisfied your
Board that, in point of bodily constitution, mental endowments, educational
acquirements, ardent piety and thorough devotedness to the mission work, he will
prove no unworthy associate to the much esteemed, very efficient and highly suc-
cessful missionaries already on the field. Great care was taken to afford every
congregation under the inspection of Synod an opportanity of sceing and hearing
Mr. Gordon, during the interval which elapsed between its last meeting and his
departure, and substantial proofs of the propriety of this arrangement were every
where visible in the numerous and deéply interested audicnces which he addressed,
and the abundant free will offerings by which our people recognized him as their
accepted missionary. It may well be anticipated that Mr. Gordon also must have
felt the happy influence of this general introduction to the Churches, and that he
thanked God and taken courage wwhen he met so many christian friends, who
were forward to take him by the hand and bid him God speed.—In a length-
ened and interesting report of these congregational \ -its which has not yct been
published, he says, *1 feel I cannot be too thankful to God for the special mercies
of which I have been the recipient, during last summer, while visiting the cvngre-
gations. My health was preserved, though on one or two occasions impaired, and
the countenance of the visible heavens was 5o vouchsafed to me that I was only in
one or two instances discommoded by the inclemency of the weather. And what
thanks can I render to God for all the aids of his grace which I received in the
bours of need, and for the unmerited kindness and affectionate care of many
christian brethren. These blessings have been more than a reward to me for atl
my past labors in the service of the best of masters. My visit through the congre-
gations has resulted in attaching them very much to my affections, so that they are
constantly on my spirit at & Throne of Grace. I believe that some good has also
been the result of it in promoting the missionary spirit, but God only knows how
far any good bas been the result of it in the edification of saints and conversion of
the unconverted.”—IIaving efiected the transference of Mr. Gordon from the Ialifax
to the Pictou Presbytery, your Board were in due season notified that he was
ordained by the latter Presbytery to the office of the holy ministry. It is highly
proper to call special attention to the sense of obligation which your Board cannot
but entertein towards these Presbyteries for their diligent and efficient oversight of
Mr. Gordon, in superintending his studies, and accomplishing his licensure snd
ordination.

MR. GORDON’S DESIGNATION AND DEPARTURE.

On September 12th the ordination services wero held at West River, and your
new missionary thea also acquired the full status which places him on ministerial
parity with the brethren with whom he will be called o associate. A copy of
instructions was put into his hands defining that status—directing bim to confer
with Messrs. Geddie and Inglis for the purposes of preliminary training and select-
ing the future scene of operations, subject to the approbation of your Board. Mr.
Gordon was farther directed to occupy his time in Britain in the prosecution of
medical study, and acguisition of such general information as might conduce to the
interests of the Mission. Special instruction was also given him to keep, and as
far as practicable transmit, from time to time, s journal of his proceedings as a
missionary. Your Board have much plesure in bearing testimony to thie prompt
and cfficicnt manner in which Mr. Gordon has conformed to these instructions, so
far as he has bad opportunity, thus affording good earnest of his devotedness to
the service on which he has entered.—~In his frequent correspondences with their
Sccretary they have obserred with much satisfaction his ardent pursuit of medical
knowledge, under the most eminent instructors, both by attendance on Lectures aud
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Hospital practice,—his zealous efforts to act as Home missionary in that vast city
(London), where heathenism of the worst type is so prevalent—his familiax
acquaintance with the returned missionaries of the London Missionary Society—
his visit to Scotland aud free intercourse with the ministers and members of the
Reformed Presbyterian Church, by whom he was received as & brother—in a word,
hig evident purpose to make cvery day of his sojourn in Britain subserve the great
work to which he has been set apart.—The period of his departure from London
is not yet definitely known, but with such a resolute spirit to improve in every
needful quelification, there exists no apprebension that the delays which bave
occurred, or may yet occur, will prove any hindrance to the ultimate success of his
mission. Let hope deferred rather be esteemed a highly favorable ordering of that
Providence which has hitherto so manifestly made * all things work together for
good ” to our holy coterprise. In hislast letter AMr. Gordon says, ¢although the
John Williams is not to leave till the last of June, yet I will have my time busily
occupied after my return from Paris, for (D.V.) I shall go to thas city in the begin-
ning of June, and hope to visit some of the Opthalmic Hospitals during my short
vigit there. I think I can truly say Ibelieve that God will guide me to the most
suitable field of labor, if he should be pleased to make any use of me in preaching
the unseurchable riches of Christ among the heathen—where others have not
guthered a harvvest for Christ—where Christ is unknown—there will I most rejoice
to labor for him, even if I should gather but little fruit into his garner.”

EFFORTS FOR AN ADDITIONAL MISSIONARY LABORER.

It is with much regret that your Beard have felt themselves unable to obtain the
services of anotber missionary agreeably to Synedieal instruction. During his
visit to Scotland their Secretary, whose report has been received and will be sub-
mitted to Synod, brought ‘‘the matter under the notice of the ministers and
students of the United and Reformed Presbyterian Churches, through their res-
pective Boards and periodicals. Itappenrs thatthe Committees on Foreign Missions
in connection with both Churches offered every facility in their power to secure the
additional laborer sought.

In accordance with the urgent request of the United Presbyterian Committee
Mr. B. prepared an appeal, containing the substance of his addresses before them,
and at the annual missionary meecting of the United Presbyterian Students Asso-
ciation, and had it published forthwith in their Missionary Record. Inthe November
Number of this highly influential periodical this appeal was inserted, under a very
commendatory preface by the Editor. In the conference with the Reformed Pres-
byterian Committee nothing occurred beyond the interchange of fraternal regards,
and the confirmation of that mutualinterest which had originated in the co-operation
of the missionarics. The lack of suitable agents experienced by the Reformed Pres-
bytertan Church ig quite as greatas that of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia,
and though it was contemplated by our highly estecmed coadjutors to send another
missionary, if at a1l practicable, it was judged quite improper to urge any petition
for additionnl laborers. Io addition to this reference to their Sccretary’s report
your Board have only to say, that up to the present date they have received no
application directly orindirectly to his appeal. With reference to another direction
of Synod, prompt measures bave been taken to make enquiry, and, if practicable,
to obtain the services of 2 pious mechanic of as varied talents as possible to accom-
pony Mr. Gordon, and to be employed in the Foreign Mission field. At their
meeting on July 18th it was ordered that an advertisement soliciting the tender of
service on the part of pious mechnnics to actin the capacity of teachers in the
Foreign field, should be inserted in the Register, Eastern Chronicle, and Presbytcrian
Witness, for onc month. Prior to any suitable offer, in answer to this advertise-
ment, their Secretary reported the result of his conference with the Secretary of
the London Missionary Society, and Samoan missionaries acquainted with the
New Hebrides; and this report proved so unfavorable to the employment of mecha-
nics in tho manner desired, that no farther attempt was made to procure such aid.

From the samesoarce an equally decisive opinion was obtained against the employ-
ncat of female agency, and even in the exceptional case, contemplated atlast
Synod, it was considered quite necessary that Mr. Geddie’s approbation should be
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first secured. It is sufficient here to add that Mr. Geddie’s opinion has been
received, and is confirmatory of the view now stated.

It will be thus apparent that while your Board have not neglected the important
trust committed to them, there has been no successful result fromn their efforts to
procure additional missionary agents in the various quarters to which their attention
was directed by the minutes of last Synod.

PROSPECT OF CO-OPERATION WITH THE U. P. CANADIAN CHURCIL

To different congregations in that Church the funds of the Mission have been
largely indebted in times past; but from the late meeting of their Synod, a much
more extensive co-operation may be safcly anticipated. From a commuuication to
be 1aid before this Synod it will appear thatour brethren, the Rev. Messrs. McCurdy
and Patterson, have been privileged to attend the session of the Canadian Synod
held in Humilton on the 18th inst., and to address that reverend body on the
claims of the New Ifcbrides Mission on their support. A letter from our mission-
ary, Mr. Geddie, to the Rev. John Jennings, Toronto, was also laid upon their table
of a similar purport. Whereupon it was unaunimously agreed in due form, ¢ That
this Synod, having listened with much satisfaction to the addresses of their brethren
from Nova Scotia, and to Mr. Geddie’s letter, resolve toinstitute as soon as practi-
cable a Mission to the South Seas, to be conjoined, should it be agreeable to the
Synod of Nova Scotia, and that as soon as sufficient funds are realized, and 2
suitable missionary obtained, they shall be happy to co-operate with the sister
Church in their zealous, and, through God’s blessing, already successful labors in
that interesting field.  Dr. Ferrier and Mr. Tennings were then appointed a2 com-
mittee to take such steps as may be requisite to excite an interest in this object
among our congregations in this country.”

APPLICATION FROM STUDENTS.

In addition to this exceedingly gratifying prospect of enlarged missionary labor,
it may be stated that from our students, now in training for the ministry, offers of
service have been received, which your Board however do not feel themselves at
liberty to accept without Synodical sanction. Ilow cheering it is thus to discern
the sure tokens of an abundant supply of suitable labor for that ficld, which is
white unto the harvest. Verily the Lord ot the harvest has heard the voice of
Christ’s supplication, that he would send forth laborers into his harvest. Let us
bless his holy name, and wrestle all the more vigorously with the God of Jacob
when we behold him moving to answer the prayers of his people.

L0S8 OF MISSION GOODS.

Hitherto, in the detail of Ilome procedure, your Board have had but to speak of
incidents eminently prosperous, now they must solicit attention to such as have
caused them great anxiety, if they prove not greatly adverse to the Mission inter-
est.  Mission Goods to 2 large amount were shipped from Pictoun last fall in good
season to reach London before the sailing of the Jokn Williams.—The vessel was
wrecked on the coast of Cape Breton, part of the Goods were recovered, but, befors
they could be conveyed to auy port of shipment for Britain and properly examined,
it was considered quito too late to secure their transmission by the Jokn Williams,
then expected to leave London in May, Under these circumstances your Board at
once resolved to prefer their claims for the full amount of insurance which had been
secured on the entire consignment. This was done accordingly and the sum of
£250 was obtained from the Under-writers. Your Board have thus secured the
value ( pecuniary) of the property entrusted to them. They regrot, however, deeply
the dissappointment cxperienced by the many zealous friends who contributed the
various articles thus lost to the Mission—articles of which not a few cannot find
any proper equivalent in money. At the same time this trial has not been with-
out its redeeming circumstances, for not only were there some boxes of clothing
that did not come forward in season to be shipped, as their contributers designed,
but several valuable boxes were made up to supply the place of the wrecked pro-
perty, and all were shipped in good season for Londonm, which port they bave
reached in eafety and await the sailing of the John Williams.

Your Board would consider it 2 pleasing duty here, as clsewhere, to record their
obligation to the Agents of the British North American Mail Steam Packet Com-
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pany in ITalifax, for their safe and gratuitous shipment of these Goods to Liverpool
in their well appointed and admirably conducted Line of Packets,

Were this, then, the only reverse which had been sustained during the past year,
it might be properly esteemed in connection with its attendant circumstances as
light and unimportant, but there exists grave apprehension that the large and valua-
ble shipment of Goods by the Barque Sydney, for Melbourne, bas either been entirely
lost, or have so miscarried, as to have disappointed most bitterly the expectations
of friends at home and missionaries abroad. These Goods were regularly shipped,
Bills of Lading received, and Freight paid. Consignee Letters were also sent to
Messrs, Hamilton & Ross, the former having already acted cfficiently as our Agent
in East Melbourne and the Iatter in Sydney, the recognized Agent of the London
Missionary Society. Every precaution was used in the safe packing, and address-
ingof the boxes to snid consignees, so that when the arrival of the vessel had been re-
ported, no apprehension as to the safe delivery of the Goods was entertained by your
Board. Under date Apri! 30th, 1855, Mr. Hamilton, however, writes to ackoow-
ledge the receipt of Consignee Letter, and states that he had made dilligent enguiry
but could hear no tidings of vessel or goods, and advises recourse on the Under-
writers.—The information previously received by the Agents of the Sydney, and her
arrival at Melbourne in December, 1854, prevented any serious anxiety about the
safety of our consignment, more especially as the name of Dr. Ross, Sydney, was
attached to it, as well as that of Rev. Robert Ilamilton, and it was quite possible
that the Goods might have been sent directly to Sydney, even to Aneiteum. These
expectations however have proved quite fallacious, as Mr. Geddie writes to say, that
a vessel had called at Anciteum with o package from Sydney, Australis, in Marel,
1855, and Dr. Ross had then no Goods under his care, as Mr. G. feels assured be
would have sent any such consignment in this vessel. In these painful circumstan-
ces your Board have taken im nediate and active measures to inform the owners of
the vessel of the loss of this property, and have officially notified their Agents in New
Glasgow, N. S., of the extent of the loss for which they hold the owners liable.

The insurance effected was not less than £400, and this was not understood to
cover the actual value. In this, as in the former case, there were many articles of
a value not to be estimated by their money ¢“money worth.,” But the source of
greatest anxiety lies in the sad dissappointment which has been experienced by the
Mission family, snd still more, that most valuable class of our agency, the native
teachers, whose salary is wholly defrayed out of the supplies, clothing, &c., sent
from Nova Scotia.—Mr. Geddie had slready been indebted to Inglis for some sup-
plies, which met the present need of the teachers on Tana and Fotuna. In his last
letter, November 6, 1855, Mr. G. says, ¢I am sorry to inform you that the supplies,
sent by the Sydncy to Melbourne have not reached me. I reccived a package from
Dr. Ross, via Isle of Pines, a few days ago, and, as he makes no mention of them,
I couclude that they have not come to him. It is quite possible that they are quite
safe, though their detention is quite inexplicable. There is regular Steam com-
munication between Sydney and Melbourne four times a week, so that Goods can
be transmitted at any time.” Again he says, ¢ The time when our native teachers
receive their annual supplies is near at hand, and I have nothing to give them.
Their supply last year was limited, and for this reason they need clotbing very
much.” Your Board feel this account of destitution the more keenly, because the
John Williams, in consequence of repeated delays in her time for sailing, has been
so long detained in London that her arrival at Aneiteum will be, under the most
favourable circumstances, much later than was anticipated by the missionaries. It
is only necessary here to add, that Mr. Gordon has been specially instructed to
make all proper enquiry about the missing property immediately on Lis arrival at
Australia, and if not irrecoverably lost he will no doubt discover where itis and how
it has miscarried.

Itis confidently anticipated that the action of your Board in these trying circum-
stances will not only meet the unqualified approbation of Synod, but fully satisfy the
numerous friends who have committed their very liberal contributions to our care,
8o that instead of any diminution in their generous and weil directed efforts, they
may only be the more incited to perscverance and increasc in liberality. 1t is well to
remark that this happy resuit has already been experienced in the Town of Pictou,
where the loss of one shipment to the amount of £26 was replaced by auother
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valaed at £40. Let our good friends everywhere remember that even if there had
been a total loss of the Goods they contributed, that God who commanded the king
of Israel because it was in his heart to build him an house, though he permitted
him not so to do, would have accepted their gifis laid on the Mission altar even as
it these gifts had fully answered their original purpose. Let us not faint when his
hand ¢ouches us, but only the more bestir ourselves to self-denial and activity in his
service. In one word, here let Mr. Geddie's language be pendered. When speak-
ing of the anticipated loss of these Goods, he says, *1 cannot close my remarks on
this subject without cxpressing my admiration of the liberality of the friends of the
Mission, and my thankfulness for their generous tribute to the cause of God. What
has been done shews that our people have the spirit and ability to do much, in any
good caunse. I trust that their interest in the Mission may not be without its influ-
ence on your unworthy Agents abroad, and that we may feel it our duty to labor
with more energy in a cause which, thank God, has taken hold ¢f so many hearts
at home.”
INDIA.—BoMBAY.

Bombay is in a stir just now in connexion with the progress of the Redeemer’s
kingdom. Events have transpired within the last fortnight, which, though not
productive of much immediate fruit in the shape of accessions to the Church, have
given signs of movements from which a grand harvest may be gathered, if but the
Spirit of God would breathe upon the dry leaves. They show that the mind of
India is being stirred on religious subjeets; and were the faithfulness of the
Church to call forth a blessing from Heaven, there is soil prepared for it.

Four Parsi youths, above seventeen years of age, of the Elphinstone Institution,
the principal Government seminary here, came forward and sought admission into
the Christian Church, in the Free Church mission. These youths have been
inquirers for two years, and in their inquiries have searched the fields of deism
and infidelity for tbe pear! their souis needed. Iaving thus come in contnct
with missionaries and Christian books, there wanderings were arrested ; and, after
some instructions received at the Free Cburch mission-house, they came Jorward
with the accompanying letter, which, as an indication of the direction of Indian
thought, is important. It was addressed to the Rev. Dr. Wilsen and the Rev. Adam
White :

¢¢ Bombay, 13th June, 1856.—Reverend Sivs,—We, the undersigned young men
attending the Blphinstone Institution, take (the) liberty to express to you our sen-
timents relating (to) the Parsi religion and Christianity.

<« We ave fully convinced, by the grace of God, that Parsiism is a false religion ;
and it consists of vague and extravagant principles. It is the invention of man,
not the revelation of God. We bave found out, after inquiring nearly two or three
years after the true religion, that every comfort, joy, hope, success, 2nd every good
thing in this world, as well as in the world to come, are concentrated in the Lord
Jesus.  We have now the greatest pleasure toinform you that, as we are fully con-
vinced of the truth of Christianity, we wish to be baptised, and to be admitted into
the visible Church of Christ. It gives us the greatest pleasure, by the grace of
God, to say that we have resolved to come out in the light which enlightens the
heart and comforts the soul. We are now in a position where salvation is at hand
and very near to us. We have now resolved to come in (to) a religion which is
revealed to us by the only-begotton Son of God. Up to this time, dear Sirs, we
were so blind, that, although we had cyes to see, we did not know the way of
rightcousness and truth. We are prepared, by God’s help, to suffer tbe hardship
and trials that await us for the sake of onr Lord. Whatever sufferings we may
have to undergo—vwhether the want of onr daily food and clothing, or the separa-
tion from our dear relatives and friends, or shame and persecution, or any tribula-
tion whatsoever—ive, trusting in God and having Him on our right hand, shall, we
pray and hope, be able ¢ to follow the Lord fully.” We are much moved by the
sorrows and sufferings which shall befal our parents by this public step of ours;
but what can we do ?  Salvation we must have. We leave them t¢ God, and pray
to Him to support them in the midst of their affictions, and open their cyes to know
that what we have done is nothing but right. If we stay with our parents, we are
sure we shall not be able to walk according to our comscience.
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«We, therefore, humbly beg of you to give us shelter in your house and defend
us from the hand of our relations. Nothing has led us to join the Christian Church
but the pure hope and desire of the salvation of our souls. We know and are sure
that ¢ there is none other name under heaven, given among men, whereby we must
be saved.’—We remain, reverend and dear Sirs, yours obediently,

¢ BarraMyr Kersassi,
¢ Daraspa Rartroxsr,
¢ BRICADI ARDASERJI,
¢ NaSSARWANII BARJORJY,

They were told of the trials that inevitably awaited them, and which their own
letter in some measure anticipated ; and they were advised to continue their studies
and inquiries, to read and pray, and rise in epirituality of thought and feeling,
before they left their homes. But they were of opinion, and of it there is but little
doubt, that their course of inquiry must come to an end if they continued in the
midst of their families, and that they could not gain strength and spirituality under
the influences with which they were surrounded. On the 16th June they were
received ut the mis-ion-house. They sent communications to their friends to that
effect, and the mission-house began to be thronged. The police were called in to
guard the place. The relatives were all admitted at once, and heart-rending scenes
followed, The relatives embraced, kissed, fell down at the feet of the young men,
and wept bitterly over them, beseeching them to return, and the young men res-
ponded with cqual affection and with as many tears. That day they stood firm,
thanking God that they had withstood trials whose intensity they had not calculated
upon. Next day came the female relatives, and then followed scenes which harrow
every thought and feeling to describe.  Native females have not much thought about
them, but their feelings are, for this, the more intense and unregulated, and in forms
indescribable did their feelings manifest themselves. They stood this ordeal too,
till they nearly frinted under the physical exhaustion of it. On the third day
parties were sent with a report that the mother of three and the father of the
fourth were dying, and proposuls were made to the young men that they should
live in & separate house, Where they would be left to the exercise of their own
convictions, and where they could be more easily visited by their femalo relatives.
There was no sincerity in these proposals, and as to the dying state of the relatives,
it was only a manceuvre, to say the least of it; for the sickness of the relatives
only amounted to mental depression and anxiety on the absence of the young men.
From seven o’clock in the morning till four o’clock were these young men worried
by these people, all of them occupying a very respectable place in the Bombay
community. One of the young men at last yielded, having been worked up to quite
& frenzy of feeling about his mother, and wished to go home, on the promise being
given him that he should be allowed to return after an hour. DBut every promise,
assurance, and proposal given were incincere and faithless. There was one object
to be gained, and that was to get the young men away from the mission-house;
and no means, however unserupulous, were overlooked for that purpose; for after-
wards every influence would be brought to bear upon them which would quench
their religious wishes and fears, at least till the grace of God, if their hearts had
indeed been touched, would assert its severcignty.

On the fifth day two others yiclded to a similar course of treatment. The fourth,
Bairamji—the oldest and most advanced of them, with a wife and child, too—keeps
to his original choice, and hopes to be able to confess Christ. Ie has had much
to undergo, and there is yet more in store for bim, for he is not abandoned, but
plied with an energy and perseverence worthy of a better cause.

Let Christians in Britain know the work going on here aund its great importauce,
and how needful that labourers should be sent into the ficlds whitening for harvest.
And let spiritual Christians know the trials of those who are daring to profess
Christ—that, literally in all its compass, have many to give up father and mother,
husband, and wife, and child, and brother, andsister for Christ’s sake—thatin their
case are the words of Christ fulfulled in all their bitterness—¢¢ A man’s foes shall
be they of his cwn houschold.” Let Christians pray, and thus support and
strengthen their tried brethren in heather lands.—2News of the Churches.
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BUXTON MISSION.

Our readers generally will be aware that this is & Mission maintained by our
brethren of the Free Church in Canada, in a scttlement of Negrocs, near Chatham.
The following statements which we extract from the Ecelesiastical and Missionary
Record for October, are highly interesting and satisfuctory.

¢«¢This Mission was at first an experiment, but its success is no longer problematical.
Under tho able, prudent and faithful management of the Rev. Mr. King, it has pros-
pered, almost as much as its most sanguine friends could bave anticipated. There
are now two schools, a male and a female. During the past year there have been
enrolled, in both schools, one hundred and thirty, while the average attendance is
fifty-cight. Several are studying Greek and Latin. Of this class, some may be
centering College at the commencement of the session. In the Sabbath school, there
have been enrolled, during the year, one hundred and twelve, and the average atten-
dance has been fifty-two. Inboth the day schools, the Shorter Catechism is taught.

«The attendance at Church is from onc hundred and fifty to two hundred. The
number of communicants is fifty, six being added since last year. One of these was
a young woman from the Mission school, the first fruits of the school. Mr. King
statesregarding her, ¢ Her kunowledge of the Scriptures was clear, and she gave
satisfactory evidence of having experienced a saving change. This is only the first
fruits, but we trust it will be followed by an abundant harvest.?

¢ The Mission has begun to do somethingin the way of supporting itself. A small
rate bill bas been collected during the year, from the parents who hove had children
attending the day school. The Synodical collections have been taken up, and also
ordinary collections on the Sabbath. It is believed that eventualiy—indeced before
long—the Mission will bein & great measure self-sustaining. But it must be sus-
tained by the Church in the meantime.”

FZeclesingticnl otices.

TFOREIGN MISSION OF TIE U, P. CIIURCIL

To the Edilor of the Canadian Uniled Presbyterian Magazine.

Sir.—T beg leave to state, through your Magazine, for the information of
brethren, and the congregations, that as Convener of the Committee on Foreign
Missicns, I have received communications from twenty-three congregations, in
reply to the circular which was printed in your September number, and which
was also sent to all the congregations of the Church. TFifteen of these give us
encouragement to expect annual remittances, which when put together amount
to £100, currency. Other eight congregations do not pledge themselves to any
amount, butare equally favourable to the proposal, and from the circumstances
of these congregations we should expect them to raise annually among them,
£40 at least. There are also two congregations, which, although favorable to
such an object, seem to consider itinexpedient so long as we receive money from
home—au objection which is completely removed by the resolution of Synod
last year respecting the application of grants from home, to which we refer
them, and by consulting, which, it is hoped they will see their way clear to co-
operate in this good work.

To three congregations which would wish to receive the visit of a Deputation,
we would say that in the meantime this must be deferred; but when the Com-
mittee meets, it will consider the practicability of following out their views.

Some of the larger congregations have made no report, otherwise we are
sure the average amount from the different congregations would have been
much higher. It is hoped that all the congregations in the Church will take
an interest in the proposed Foreign Mission, and if they do, it cannot be
doubted that the object in view will be realized. The time allowed for replying
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to the circular was rather short, and we beg to suggest that all congregations
which have not replied, will yet do so as soon as convenient.

It was not intended, [ suppose, that money should be transmitted to the
Committee, hut I hereby acknowledge the receipt of £1 3s. 4d., being a Cullee
tion from a congregation, which is at present making an effort to build a manse
for their minister, and will be able afterwards, it is hoped, to contribute more
liberally for this Foreign Mission. I shall transmit this, and any other sums
that may be sent to me, to the Synod Treasarer; and as, in some cases, in the
letters reeeived, it is said the money is in readiness, and will be sent when re-
quired, I take the liberty to suggest that as nothing practical ean be done
before the next meeting of Synod, and as cfficient practice will much depend
on the sums promised or paid, it might be well for all congregations whichare
inclined, to advance their contributions for this year to the Synod ‘Treasurer,
Robert Christie, Esq., Rusebank, P.O., Canada West. It should be considered
that probably double the amount at least, of what may afterwards be annually
necessary, will be required at first, to fit out a Missionary, snd commence the
operations; and as from the pledges already given, and others on which we
can calculate, it may be considered certain that, through God’s biessing, this
measure will be undertaken by our Church, it may possibly prevent a year's
delay in commencing the work, if congregations will, as soon as pussible,
realise and transmit the sums which they expect to be able to contribute
annually.

ECCLESIASTICAL NOTICES.

I am, Sir, yours respectiully,

Caledonia, 25th October, 1856.

THE LOWDEN FUND.
The following contributions f~ - Mys.
Lowden and her family, have been re-
ceived since August, viz.:—

Smith’s Falls teevrevsnniiiennnns £
Warrensville ........ rerreseses .

West Gwillimbury .oooeeeeenes 15 1
Do. J. McClain ...ouoee

Chippewa ...
Owen Sound.
Clarke cocviecvniiiinenceniaianenn
A Friend in Cobourg .........
English Settlement, London.
Bethel, do.

Chinguacousy, 1st and 2nd.
Blandford ............
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Neweastle ........
St George ........
Hibvert.....
Flat Creek
Blandford.....oceeeneenen
Dunbarton and Canton........
Ingersoll.........
Woodstack ........
Mount Pleasant..........
Bath ..e.uuuee
It will thus be seen that our churches
and congregations are contributing with
commendable liberality to this Fund.
The total on hand is £330 9s. 24d., to
which only 29 congregations have con-
tributed. If the contributionsof the re-
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ANDREW FERRIER.

mainder arc on the same scale, as they
no dcubt will be, the sum realized will
be as creditable to our body as it will
be acceptable to the bereaved family.
Presbyteries are requested to bring the
matter before the vacancies in their
bounds.—( Communicated. )
U. T PRESBYTERY OF FLAMDORO’.
HAMILTON.

This Presbytery met at Hamilton on
the 14th of Oct.,—the Rev. John Lees of
Ancaster, Moderator. The Rev. Thos.
Christie, who had been appointed to
moderate at Hamilton, laid on the table
a unanimous call from that Congregation,
addressed to the Rev. William Qrmiston,
Master in the Normal School, Toronto.
Mr. Christie, in narvating his procedure,
stated that he had moderated in many
calls, but had never seen greater cordi-
ality than in the present case. The
Presbytery approved of his conduct, and
sustained the call as a gospel call regu-
larly proceeded in. A letter from Mr.
Ormiston was then read signifying his
acceptance, and the Presbytery appointed
his Induction to take place at Hamilton
on the last Tuesday of Dec. next at 11
o’clock, a.m.,—the Rev. Mr. Lees to
preach, and the Rev. Mr. Christie of
Flamboro’ to preside as Moderator. The
last portion of this appointment will be
truly pleasing to the Congregation and
to the object of their choice. M.
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Christie’s long experience, hisdeep piety,
and great moral worth justly entitle him
to preside on such occusions. But he
has a special title at Hamilton, e it
wns, who nt first, ovganised 11 members
of his congregation, at their own request,
and by appointment of Presbytery, into
a church at Hamilton ; and often minis-
tered to them at n great personal sacri-
fice. The church at [Hamilton may have
many teachers, but it hasonly one tather,
and that is the Rev. Thowas Christie,

There was no other business of public
interest.—Communicated.)

U. P. DIVINITY HALL,

The Session of the Hall was opened in
the Mechanies’ Iustitute, Toronto, on
Tuesday 21st Oct., at 7 p.m. Uf the
Theological Committee theve were pre-
sent the Rev. Mr. Duff, Moderator of
Synod, the Rev. Messrs. Dick, Torrance,
Keanedy, Ormiston, and Dr. Taylor.
The Rev. Mr. Drammond was also pre-
sent. The Moderator presided, and af.
ter singing, called upon the Rev. Mr.
Dick to engage in prayer, which was fol-
lowed by an addre-g from the Chair, and
the reading of Dr. Taylor’s Introductory
Lecture. Several of the ministers made o
a few remarks,and themeeting was closed
with singing and the benediction. The
number of Students present was nine;
and several othersare expected presently
from Scotl....d. Should they arrive the
auendance will be larger than in any
preceding year.

U. P., PRESBYTERY OF TORONTO

This Presbytery meets at Toronto on
the Tuesday after the first Sabbath in
November.

KNOX'S COLLEGE, TORONTO.

The annual session of this College com-
menced on the 1st of Get.  The opening
lecture was read by the Rev. Dr. Buras,
and was characterized by his well-known
talent and energy. The attendance of
ministers and others was large. Exten-
sive additions to the buildings, and a
variety of improvements have been made.
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FREE CHURCII, SCOTLAND.

The foundation stone of the New Col-
lege, Glasgosw, to which Dr. Clarke con-
tributed so munificently, has just been
laid. There is great diversity of opinion
in the Free Church respecting the expe-
diency of this college, and much keen-
ness of feeling has been the result.  The
celebrated Ur. McCosh, who was ap-
pointed to a professorship in it, by last
Genernl Assembly, has declined. The Rev.
Dr. McCrie, Moderator of the Assembly,
and #on of the illustrious author of the
Life of John Knox, has accepted the pro-
fessorship of Divinity in the Presbyterian
Church of England, and leaves Ediuburgh
for London.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCI OF CANADA CON-
NECTED WITH THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND,

Anadditional Presbytery of this church
has recently been erected, viz., that of
London.—The Rev. Mr. Snodgrass, late
of Charlotteville, Prince Edward’sIsland,
has just been inducted as succeswor to
the late Rev Dr. McGill, Montreal.—The
Rev Mr. Swmith, Professor of Hebrew in
Queen’s College, Kingston, died lately
while on a visit to Scotland. He is
highly spoken of as a Christian and a
scholar, and is much regretted.

Excrisu WESLEYAN CONFERENCE.

The number of members connected with
the socicties was reported at the Iate
Conference as 263,835, being 3000 more
than in the previous year. Sixty Candi-
dates for the Ministry were accepted.
The Conference resolved that the rule
prohibiting dancing should be made more
stringent. It also took very strong ground
against the use of tobacco by ministers.
Thirty-one candidates for admission were
each asked if he used tobacco; one re-
plied that he did, by the advice of three
physicinns, for his health. The Confer-
ence refused to receive him until he pro-
mised to consult more eminent medical
authority, and abide by it.

aleqnings.

TUSCANY.
MEMORIAL OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE VINDICATION AND PROMOTION OF RELIGIOUS
LIBERTY.
WE lay before our readers the following Memorial, which, with its copious and
deeply interesting Appendix, has recently been presented to Lord Clarendon. In
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preparing the document, and in the steps taken in relation to it, the Committes

acted in concert with the Committee of the Italian Society of Edinburgh. It was

signed by the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Marquis of Blantford, the Earlsof

Shaftesbury, Harrowby, and Grosford ; Sir J. Rowland Eustace, Bart; Sir C. i,

Eardley, Bart; the Rev. Dr. Lee, Principal of the University of Edinburgh; the

Rev. Dr. Cunningbam, Principal of the New College, Edinburgh; the Rev. Dr,

Brown, Professor of Divinity in the United Presbyterian Church ; Sir David

Brewster, Principal of the University of St. Andrews; 1I. L. Playfair, Esq., Provost

of St. Andrews; D. Maclagan, Esq., lon. Rec. of the Edinburgh Italian Society:

Rev. Dr. Steane, Hon. Sec. of the Religious Liberty Committee, and of the Evan-

gelical Alliance; and, in all, by more than 130 names.

To the Right llonourable the Earl of Clarendon, Ier Majesty’s Secretary of State
for the Forcign Department.

The Memorial of the undersigned, being persons connected with various Religious
Societies and Churches, representing almost all bodies of Christians in England
and Scotland.

ITumbly showeth,—That the memorialists have for some time viewed with the
deepest sympathy and concern the situation of those subjects of the Grand-Duke of
Tuseany who have renounced communion with the Church of Rome, and have
embraced the religions opinions professed by the people of this country, in commeon
with the other Protestant nations of Europe.

That the number of those who have done so is probably several thousands, and is
believed to be continually increasing.

That these persons are not connected with any political party or movemeni. or
accused of designs against “ue State or immorality of life, but are quiet, inoffen-
sive citizens, respectable and industrious, much attached to the perusal of the Ioly
Scriptures, by the devout study of which, they have been led to the religious views
they hold.

That while the Tuscan Government professes to allow lilerty of conscience to all
their subjects, in reality those holding Evangelical opinjons are subjected to the
most harassing oppression and persecution—instances of which have, from time to
time, during the last few years, attracted the attention and excited the indignation
of Europe. The memorialists beg to refer to a detail of several of the principal
cases which are known to them, as contained in the appendix unnexed.

That the memoridists have ascertained that these Tuscan Evangelical Christians
labour under the following disabilities :—

1. They arc aot permitted to meet, in however small numbers, for social religious
worship, nor to enjoy the instructions and ministrations of clergymen of their own
religious belief.

2. The imparting of religious instruction, even in the privacy of the domestic
circle, or giving a Bible or religious tract to a child or s~rvant, exposes to a prose-
cution for * Impiety by means of proselytism,” and to « punishment as severc as
that awarded to felonics.

3. They must either have their children baptized by the pavish priest, aiter
which they are claimed by the Church of Rome as her own inalienably, or forfeit
for them most of the rights of citizens, which depend on possession of a ¢ certificate
of baptism.” Evangelical baptism is, at the same time, precluded by the penalties
on proselytism, to which any clergyman who should administer it would be
liable.

4. They cannot be married except by » priest of the Romish Church, on presen-
tation of the certificate of baptism ; and they must previously confess to the priest,
and receive absolution, and after the ceremony attend mass, and receive the sacra-
ment.

5. On their dying beds the medical attendani is beund, under a penalty, to sce
the priest sent for, by whose solicitations and threatenings their last hours are fre-
quently embittered ; while penaltice await Protestants of any country who may
venture to afford spiritual consolation in such cases.

6. The most grevious obstacles are thrown in the way of Evangelical Christians
obtaining for their deceased relatives the ordinary decencies of Clristian sepulture.

That the memorialists conceive that it is in accordance with the policy and char-
acter of this Protestant nation, that the Government should exert their influcnce to
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put an end to 2 state of things so contrary to the principles of the religion professed
by the whole of Christendom, and to the spirit of the age.
That the memorialists rejoice to be informed of the successful efforts Her Majesty’s
Government have made, in concert with her Allies, to protect the non-Mohammedan
ﬂ sects in Turkey from oppression, and to acquire for them equal rights and privile-
ges; and crave that similar relief be sought for Evangelical Christiaus in Tuscany,
52 that the scandal may be removed in the one case as well as in the other.

That persons professing Evangelical principles in Tuscany ought to be allowed

liberty of religious worship, and permitted to have their children baptized, their
marriages performed, and their funerals conducted by ministers of their own religi-
ous belief.
4 That the constitution of Tuscany permits to the Jews resident in the duchy to
% sclect a chancellor or president, who has control over his compatriots, as responsible
to Government for them, and who has power to prevent any of them being ill-used.
A That it might be suggested that Bvangelical Christians should be allowed to elect
@ 2 similar representative ofticer, to be responsible for their peaceable conduct; who
@ should have at thesame time power to protect them from ill-usage.

That a similar measure to this was adopted by the Government of Turkey, at the
instance of the Christian Powers; each of the non-Mohammedan Churches electing
an officer (generally named the Patriarch) to represent the Church in its dealings
with Government, who is responsible for the conduct and orderly behaviour of the
# members of his Church ; and who has power, on the other hand, to protect them
from persecution.

That as the disabilities referred to are now presssing with great severity on the
& Evangelical Christians of Tuscany—several of whom are at present under legal pro-
3§ cess on account of their opinions, and have themselves invoked the good offices of
4 the British Minister at Florence—the memorialists would humbly urge the Govern-
ment of this country to use all its influence to put an end to this state of matters;
& nd, in particular, to instruct the British Ambassador (whose presence, if unaccom-
B panied by any protest, would appear to give a sanction to such things) to press,
¥ without delay, the measure here suggested on the Government of Tuscany.—ZLvan-
R celical Christendom.
¥ [Weomit the Appendix embracing twenty-one cases of persecution in Tuscany.
#l Lord Clarendon, through his Secretary, made a courteous reply, addressed to the
@ Earl of Shaftesbury, one of the subscribers, intimating that ¢ the Memorial should
i bave his Lordship’s best attention.” It would be 2 matter of immnense importance
ii religious liberty could be secured in a country so closely connecied with Rome.]

THE RNONISH CHURCU AND ITS I'ROSPECTS.

Roman Catholicisin continucs intolerant of all forms of religion; and this anti-
{hristian system still prevails in Italy, Naples, Austria, Spain, Portugal, Bavaria,
france, Belgium, and South America. Many of its professors arc found even in
frotestant couutries, especially in Prussia, IIelland, Ireland, Great Britain, and
North America.

The advocates of Romanism profess that its principles are unchangeable.—This,
Lwever, is not true, for it was by degiess that it arose from Apostolic simplicity,
hits present characier of priestly usurpation; and its doctrines have been various
sdifferent times, never having been defined and scttled uatil the sixteenth century,
trthe decisions of the Council of Trent.  That famous council was called for the
tspress purpose of determining the Roman Catholic principles of faith, after the
Protestant Reformation.

Popery, however, may truly be regarded as unchangeable in its spiritual assump-
tion, its priestly intolerance, and in the determined hostility of its hierarchy to the
wpular reading of the oracles of God and the free circulation of the Holy Scriptures.
The priesthood generally cherish and manifest an inveterate cnmity against the
iiberal education of the people, especially in Rome, under the immediate inspection
t the Papal court, because general knowledge has ever been fatal to their uarigh-
itous claims, and to their anti-Christian impositions. In those fine countries,
derefore, where Popery is dominant, the people, with some exceptions, in councx-
ha with the profession of Protestantism, remain in debasing ignorauce, involved
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in degrading superstition, as they are not possessed of the Ioly Scriptures, nor
permitted 1o hear the preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Many of our readers will feel intense interest in the following, compiled from the
best authorities:
Estimate of Roman Catholics in 1855.

Rome and the Papal States.......eeeeeee cvveemneoneneene 3,000,000
Ttalian States—Tuscany, Modena, Parma.. . 2,760,000
Naples and SiCilY ... veeeiuiieaiivvcenees sevennee .. 8,750,000
SArditeciececess secerocenonecsaacennnes .. 5,u00,000
Austrian Empire—German States . .. 11,000,000

Hungary e e coveeveee secens coce weneee 10,000,000

Italy .. 5,000,000

Poland......... ceosesonen rreesessasnraens 4,000,000
(5] 11 TR, .. 14,000.000
Portugal . eeesereneenensesneenes snnens 3.500,000
France ceceeeeeceneens 33,000,000
Belgium and IHolland 4,500,000
Prussia coieeeceecienas 6,000,000
Switzerland... .. 1,000,000
Russian Empire............ .. 2,000,000
Great Britain and Ireland.. 5,000,000
Turkish Empire....ceennenes 3,000,000
South American States...... . 29,000,000
North America and Canada.. 2,500,000

India and Chinsa..
West Indies and H:

.. 3,000,000
.~ 9,500,000

Total Roman Catholics in the World............... 159,000,600

DPopery in Rome.—Rome, as the city of ¢ His Holiness,” with the whole ““ States
of the Church.” might be expected to exhibit Popery in its own entire perfection.
This is the case, for no other form of religion is tolerated, cxcept recently fora small
congregation of American Protestants and another of Euglish. But in that
beautiful country the people are the most ignorant, deg.aded, and immorat of any
in Europe. All thisis the consequence of the dominativn of the priests, of whom
therc are reckoned about 3,500, besides monks and nuns, in the city of Rome.

As to the Pope himself, that once terrible Pomiff is looked upsn, asa temporal
prince, with absolute contempt by all the sovereigns of Europe. while many of them
acknowledge his spiritual authority, chiefly from rensons ot state policy, to secure
the influence of the priesthood in support of their Governments.

Popery in Naples.—Romanism, in many of its most disgusting farms of supersti-
tion, priesteraft, and impusity, prevails in this kingdom ; while it has twenty arch-
bishops, 128 bishops, aud a vast amny of priests. It is a proverb regarding the
capital, that ¢ Naples is a pamdise inhabited by devils.” It is said, * The uumber
of priests, monks, fildlers, lawyers, nobility, footmen, and lazzaroni or vag bonds,
is im se; the ecel tics alone amounting to moare than 12,000, and the
Iazzavoni to above 30,000, in the city. Bigotry and intolerance reign in the king
dom of Naples; but some of the Neapolitans are eagerly desiring the Holy Serip-
tures, and to learn the true nature of Christiauity.

Fopery in Spain.—Romanism reigusin its perfect spirit of bigotry and intelerance
in Spain.  lu its brauch of the hierarchy there are reckoned to be 16 archbisheps,
including cight in the colonies, 46 bishops and $6.,500 inferior priests, 2,78
incuisitors, 61,617 monks, 382.500 nune, besides numecrous ctber ccclesiastical
officials.  But the clergy are reported to be remarkably unlearned, and dissolute in
their lives; inveterately hostile to the Scriptures, which are not permitted to be

circulated in the country, while the people are suuk in ignorance and superstition.
Still, some gleams of heavenly light ave breaking upon the Spaniards, and in ther !

recent revolutions there have been pubhe eries for liberty in religion, and for the
circuiation of the Bible.

Papery ia Portugal.—Paopish policy veigns also inthis country, whereit is almos!

a9 intolerant as in Spain. ~ Here the priesthood consists of two archbishops and
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22 bishops, including those in the colonies, with 22,000 secular clergy, 14,000
Nonks, aud 10,000 nums. The Bible is strictly probibited by the ruling priests in
I)Ox‘tugal, ‘and the Portuguese people are debased by superstition, and by ignorance
f the true doctrines of Christianity.

Popery in England.—Efforts the most determined and energetic, aided by the
"hole hierarchy of the Papacy, especially by the Jesuits, have been made for a
3eries of years to increase the mumber of Koman Catholics in England. These
Ve, in a small degree, succeeded, especially by crowds of immigrant labourers
yom Ireland, and by an extraordinary expeaditure, furnished largely by wealthy
tholics on the Continent, in the erection of some new churches and chapels in
Werent parts of the country. The Pope even dared to map out a scheme of
loceses in England, for his priests to officiate as local archbishops and bishops but
hls was put down by an Act of Parliament. Still there has been some progress,
Ut it is small, considering the great increase of our population, and the recent
e%ession of above one hundred of the more superstitious of the clergy of the

urch of England. These had been trained in high Popish notions, to regard

®mselves as priests, authorised to administer sacraments and to forgive sins,

Cording to the anti-Protestant notions popularly taughbt at Oxford, directed chiefly
r. Pusey, a Professor of Divinity in the University.

Popery in France.—Though France is regarded as the principal Roman Catholic
;‘;”“Dtry, it bas appeared inclined to throw off the Papal yoke, even though it is
tel‘i by a mighty hierarchy. So grossly had the French nation been deluded with
® Popish ceremonies and superstitions, that the more intelligent portion of the
Ieople became infidels, as is the case generally in Roman Catholic nations, even in
tly, and in the metropolis of the Pope. The progress of infidelity occasioned the
t'eadful revolution at the close of the last century in France. The resentment of
¢ people was then poured forth with terrible effect on the monarch, and especially
" the priests, thousands of whom were sacrificed to the fury of the ruling powers.
® monarchy, with the legitimate dynasty, was restored after a quarter of a
le“.tury; bat, the Romish priesthood have been found to give their support to an
d’ Itrary form of government, neglecting the instruction of the peop!e, the Bourbon
yflasty was again overthrown in 1830, when the Romish Church was cut off from
Clng the religion of the State, and free toleration established for other forms of
igion in France. Still, as the Roman Catholic was the professed religion of the
“jOrity of the French people, the usual salaries were continued to the priests,
he Romish hierarchy in France consists of 40,429 priests, among whom nre 1
tropolitan archbishop, 6 cardinals, 13 other archbishops, and 64 bishops; their
Uries from the Government amount to about 42,114,052 france annually, besides
Much larger sum for the repair and enlargement of their sacred edifices, and an
4 Ount probably equal from surplus fees. B’t‘sides this'regular army of 40,429
,‘l,"g.ymen, the country is again covered by 565 monasteries, and other immense
1gious establishments.
Clerical Colleges....cccceevieirersevenvvrsinsne nnees 208
Missionary Establishments in the Interior.... 48
Establishment of Freres de la Doctrine ....... 761

@
Rq),

Hospitals or Charitable Institutions............ 939
Boarding-schools for Yeung Ladies...... erases 1012
Small Colonies of Sceurs de la Charite...... « 3379

6342

wk‘otwithstmding the vast resources of the priesthoo.d in France, and the vigorous
lmrts made by the hierarchy, aidgd by the :Iesults, for the support of their
%riem' many things betoken its entire subversion. It is Weli known that very
ty , U8 differences in doctrine exist among the Catholic priests; they are opposed
iy the Progress of the age, and learning is not liberally encouraged by them, even
i F&t department which is Biblical and theological ~ Still, learning is advancing
the ance, to the injury of priestism; and scriptural .kuowledge increases among
ei,“‘:eol}le, even among the Catholics, through the active zeal of Protestantsin the
the l".‘gon of several millions of copies of the Bible, furnished by the liberality of
Titish and Foreign Bible Society.— Christian Witness.
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REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS.

About this season of the year, ministers are nccustomed to receive a circular from
the several Clerks of the Peace, respectfully requesting them to forward returns,
according to blank forms that are enclosed, of **all persons whom they shall havo
baptized or married, or who shall have died within their cures, and belonging to §
their Congregrations, during the twelvemonths next preceding cach Return.”  They 3
arc told that ¢ these Returns are required by the Government for StaTisTican Invon- §
NMATION,” and they arc impressed with ¢ the necessity of making a full and promp: §
Return.”

Now, it is notorious, that this demand, or request, is very seldom complied with. &
Some, from careclessness, neglect it; others, from conscientious scruples, refuse to
render an account to the Government of their performance of strictly religions §
ordinances, such as baptismsare. The]Government on the other hand, take thank- A
fully what returns they can get, but never enforce any penalty upon defaulters.

Wero there any attempt made to punish non-compliance with thislaw, there would
be an instant agitation for itsrepeal. On no point ought we to be more sensitive, §
than about any demand from Ciesar concerning the things which arc God's. Bw §
as it is not enforced, we protest against the whole matter as a solemn farce, degrad-
ing to the Majesty of the Law. :

We concede the right of the Government to insist upon the due registration of §
births, marriages, and deaths. Conscquences so important are dependent upon the §
proof of such facts, as regards the connection of families, and the inheritance of §
property, that it becomes even a pury of the Civil Power to provide an easy and
effectual mode of furnishing such evidence. As matters are ordered now, nothing §
can be more uncertain and irregular than the methods adopted iv any contested
case. The evidence of Family Bibles, cominon report, the recognition of parties by 3
each other in certain relations, testimony of eye-witness, &c., are resorted to.  Itis
casy to sce how any or all of these may fail in numberless instances, and positive §
proof be impossible, even when the claim is best founded, and thereby immense g
injury be done to innocent persons. g

It would be difficult to devise any plan more clumsy or ineffectual than the one
now in vogue. 1. As to Births, the number of baptisms bears no proportion i }
these; what with conscientious objections, parental disqualifications, and indiffer- §
ence, probably not one-half of the children born in the country arc baptized. And g
of those who are, not one-half are returned as such.  Many ministers are ccclesiasti §
cally competent to baptize, though unrecognized by law. Some denominations do !
not consider consecration to the pastoral office essential in performing such acts
Far such cascs, the 1aw makes no provision; nor cau it. Yet there is no legal pro-§
vision bul this, for registering the birth of any child. 2. The caseof marriagesisthe
least unfuvorable illustration of the working of the law. A marriage cannot legally §
take place, unless celebrated by a legally authorized minister : conscquently, cvers if

case of marringe comes under the cognizance of such a party. But what guarante: §
is there, that a person who is not an officer of Governmen., and who is encouraged g
by their indifference to be negligent in this doubtful duty, will 7cfurn the marriages §
he celebrates, without which proof must be found at hap-hazard? 3. Inthe cascefd
Deaths, many persons are buried without any service ; many more by a service §
conducted by onc not a clergymanin the eye of the law; and again, there arc few §
returns made of these also.

For cvery purpose, therefore,—for the proof of the specific facts concerned, and3
for statistical information, the Iaw, as it stands, is ¢ a mockery, a delusion, and 2
snare.” A

Let the Government cstablish a machinery of its own for registering the fact i i
the birth of cvery child, irrespective of its baptism; of every marringe, as a civill
contract, by whatsoever religious rites consccrated, or even by none at all—ther
have nothing todo with that ; and of every death, however the body may be buried. §
Let the giving of information a3 to these points be compulsory. and enforced by}
penalty, on the parties concerned in each case. And where ministers’ service
are required, let parties call in whom they will to consccrate the occasion, indefen-§
dently of the Civil Act, the authorites having no concern with this part of the pro
ceedings.  Such is the plan adopted in France, where it works admirably, ani]
partially in England, as also in many of the American States. We must come 8

PR R IE™

Mo g D e



GLEANINGS. 349

such a system here, or in a few years, there will be the utmost difficulty in proving
almost any birth, marriage, or death.—Curadian Independent.

{We understaud that tbough the required Returns were made, still no registra-
tion would take place, without a special application to that effect, and the payment
of o fee. The Returns are required only for ¢ Statistical Information.” Unless
registration be attended to, the inevitable cousequence will ba trouble, expense, and
loss of property. Let parties concerned see to it, every one in hisown case.  Who-
ever may be losers by the neglect of registration, the lawyers, at all events, will be
gainers. ]

CHURCH MUSIC.

Congregational singing willnever become generaland permanent until the Churches
cmploy tunes which have melodies that cling to the memory, and touch the feel-
ings or the imagination.

Music is not simply a vehicle for carryinga hymu. Itissomecthinginitself, No
tune is fit to be sung to a hymn which would nct be pleasant in itself without any
words. Any other view of the function of music, if it shall prevail will in the end
bring music to such a tame and tasteless state that a reaction will be inevitable, and
the public mind will go to the opposite extreme. Thus, those who are conscienti-
ously anxious to make music & means of religious feeling, will, by an injudicious
method, produce by and by the very mischief which they sought to cure.

A corruption of hywmns will not be more fatal to public worship than will bea
corruption of music. And any theory that denies to Church music, a power upon
the imaginations and the feelings, as music, and makes it 2 mere servile attendant
upon words, will carry certain mischief upon its path, and put back, indefinitely,
the cause of Church music.

The tuncs which burden our modern books in hundreds and thousands, uiterly
devoid of character, without meaning or substance, may be sung a hundred times,
and not a person in the congregation will remember them. There is nothing to re-
member.  They are the very emptiness of fluent noice.  But let a trie tane be sung,
and every person of sensibility, every person of feeling, every child even, is aroused
and touched. The melody clings to them. Qu the way home snatches of it may be
hieard on this side and on that: and when, the next Sabbath, the same songis heard,
one and another of the people fall in, and the volume grows with each verse, until at
length the song, breaking forth as a many-rilled stream from the hills, grows
deeper, and flows on broad as a mighty river! Such tunes are never forgotten.
They cling to us through our whole life. We carry them with us upon our journey.
We sing them in the forest. The workman follows the plough with sacred songs.
Children catch them, and singing only for the joy it gives them now, are yet laying
up for all their life, food of the sweetest joy. Such tunes give new harmony and
sweetness even to the hymns which float upon their current.

In selecting music we weuld not allow auy fastidiousness of taste to set aside the
lessons of experience. A tuune which bas always interested a congregation, which
inspires the young, and lends to cnthusiasm a fit expression, ought not to be sct
aside becruse it does not follow the reigeing fashion, or conform to the whims of
technical science.  There is such a thing as Pharisaism in music. Tunes may be
very fauity in structure, and yet convey a full-hearted current that will sweep out of
the way the worthless, heartless trash which has no mnerit except a literal correct-
ness.  And when, upon trial, a tune is found to do good work, it should beused for
what it does and ¢an do.

We do not think that congregational singing will ever prevail with power until
pastors of churches appreciate its importauce, and universally labor to secure it.
If ministers regard singing as but a decorous kind of amusement, pleasantly reliev-
ing or separating the more solemn acts of worship, it will always be degraded. The
pastor, in many cases, in small rural churches, may be himself the lender.  In Jarge
Societics, where a musical director is employed, the Pastor should still be the ani-
mating centre of the music, encouraging the people to take part in it, keeping al-
ways hefore them their duty, and their benefitin participating in this most delightful
part of public worship.—I1. Ward Beecher.

{1t is obvious that many Ministers, by judiciously cultivating sacred music among
thseir people, do much to promote the prosperity of their congregations, and augment
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the effectiveness of their labours in tho pulpit. Such an ausiliary ought not to be
neglected.  Not a few Ministers are physically disqualified for direct personal cffort
in this way ; and if they nct at all, must avail themselves of the instrumcutality of
others. Sacred music i now ocecupying much of the attention of our Church at home,
—the Synod having  zealous and active committee for the object. What is called,
with questionable propriety we believe, the Tonic Sol-Fa method, is greatly in vogue.
This method, it will be understood, relates merely to the notation,—music itself, we
suppose, being ne more linble to modification than the law of gravitation. The ad-
vantages of this new method, we are assured, are very great; so much so that a
child, five years of age, may, with a little instruction, be found qualified to read 2
simple tunc at sight.” Persons competent to pronounce an opinion, declare that so
long as the old intricate notation is persisted in, any coasiderable proficiency in
music never can be the attainment of more than a few. ]

WILL 1S POWER.

How frequently we hear doubts expressed as to the possibility of acquiring know-
ledge without assistance!

One morning in the year 1849, o young peasant girl obtained aninterview with the
great vicaire of the cathedral of one of the western cities in France. Ina manner
that was at once modest and firm, she told him that having heard of his kindness in
procuring situations for governesses, she had come in the hope of obtaining some
cmployment.,

“But my child,” replied tlie venerable abbe, ¢ you cannot teach without a diploma,
and in order to obtain a diploma, you must go through an examination. What
instruction have you received?”

¢« In my childhood, Monsieur ’Abbe, I learned to read and write, aud then I
served my appreuticeship to amantuamaker. I am now constantly employed in
working with my ncedle, and earn about three pence; but this does not do, and so I
wish to becume a governess.”

¢ My poor child, to read and write is something, it is true; but it is not enough.
You must know how to spell; z2nd you must know grammar, geography and some-
thing more than the first four rules of arithmetic, all thoroughly ; and ycu must
also have some idea of composition.”

“Ithink, Monsicur PAbbe, that I could pass an examination in these things toler-
ably well; for when my day’s work was over, [ have alway devoted part of the night
to studying the books which I contrived to buy out of my savings. On Sundays, too,
I could read. I have come on purpose to beg that yom would be so good as to
examine me, and tell me whether [ may hope to obtain the diploma of the first degree.”

¢ The first degree ! but do you know what it is, my child ? it would be impossible.
The examination is very difficult; you must know arithmetic perfectly ; also, some-
thing of geometry and cosmography; you must understand music, both singing and
playing on an instrument. It is not likely you have learned the piano or the harp?”
. & I,l,mvc not; but, Monsicur ' Abbe, does the law say positively the piano or the

arp 277

¢ No! the law says simply that it is necessary to know enough of music to be
able to play on an instrument. Those I mentioned are most usually learned at
schools, that is the reason I named them; but I think that perhaps they might be
satisfied with the guitar.”

¢ Well, Monsicur, as the law does not name any particular instrument, I am sa-
tisfied, for [ have taught myself to play on one instrument.”

¢ And what is that ??

¢« 1lere it is;” and the girl took from her pocket a flageolet.

At this sight the Abbe burst into a peal of laughter. She colored deeply; but
imagining, no :oubt, that he did not believe in her musical powers, she raised the
instrament to her lips and the Abbe stood amazed.

The excellent priest, who had himself heen one of the people, judged rightly that
a peasaut, who had taught hersclf not only to play, but to play so well, could not be
an ordinary person. Ile asked her age. She was twenty-five.

¢ T will examine yon now,” he said.

The replies of the young peasant were astonishing; and he wondered but in si-
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Ience, at the knowledge which this poor country dressmaker had obtained by her
own unaided efforts. .

“ You may,"” he said, ¢ with perfect confidence prescnt yourself before the com-
mission of examiners; I will arrange that you shall not be required to play. This
flageolet, on which you perform so well, would excite laugbter and witticism, which
must be avoided.”

The young peasant went before the commissioners, and all were amazed at the
variety of real aud profound kunowledge which she bad acquired in her evenings,
aud pondered on. during her long days of toil. Received by acclamation, she now
(December, 1850) is at the head of an establishment.

We have heard this story related both by the grand vicaire, and by a lady, the in-
timate friend of owr hevoine, who has often heard her say to her pupils—¢ WirL 18
Power.”—Bickersteth’s Visitor.

MAGNANIMITY OF WASHINGTON.

When Stuart was painting Washington’s portrait, he was rallied one day by the
General for his slow work. The painter protested that the picturc could not ad-
vance until the canvas was dry, and there must be some delay. Upon arriving the
next morning, Stuart turned his canvas, and discovered to his great hoiror that the
picture was spoiled. ¢ General,” said he, *somcbody has held the picture to the
fire.”  Washington summoned his negro-valet, Sam, and demanded of him in great
indignation who dared to touch the portrait. The trembling Sam replied, that
chaneing to overhear Washington’s expressions of impatience at the slowness of the
work, and the response of the artist that it must dry before he could go on, he had
ventured te put the canvas before the fire. Washington, with great anger dismissed
him, and told him never to show his face again. But, the next day after Stuart
had arrived, and was preparing to work, Washington rang the bell and sent for Sam.
He came in abashed and trembling. The President drew o new silver watch from
his pocket, and said, * Come here, Sam. Take this watch, and whenever you look
atit, remember that your master, in a moment of passion, said to you what he now
regrets, and that he was not ashamed to confess that he had done so.”—Exchange.

CIRCULATION OF EVANGELICAL BOOKS 1IN SPAIN.

Forthe first time, for centuries, there arenow circulating, in the Spanish peninsula,
Evangelical works printed in the country and in the Spanish language; the “Lu-
cilla” of Adolphe Monod, the ¢ Tradition” of De Sanctis, and several other treatises,
have seen the light, and ocur Protestant literature is becoming insensibly natural-
ised. The men, moreover, who hitherto have succeeded in stifling liberty of thought
in Spain, and retaining the press under their tutelage, utter lamentable cries of
alarm, as may bejudged by the following estracts of a letter written from the diocese
of Avila to tue Speranze, a Spanish journal :—

¢ We cannot but be filled with horror when we consider the immensc treasures
and large resources with the aid of which insatiable Protestantism has propagated
error, and caused the perdition of souls by the thousands of Bibles which it has dif-
fused throughout the world; but our indignation ought to be redoubled when we
see that it can now lift its hicdous Gorgon head on the most classic ground of
Catholicism itself. One more ho.r of negligence on the part of those in whose
hands repose the destinies of the nation, and we are lost: ** Yet alittle while and ye
shall notsee me.” Immorality and heresy can be held in check ouly by the vigor-
ous hand of kings and governments, who ought not in vain to bear the glorious title
of Catholic, and without whose protection the Church is powerless to root out the
tares sown by the enemy.”—Newcs of the Churches.

TESTIMONY TO THE PROGRESS OF PROTESTANTISM.

A RECENT number of the Juivers contains' the following remarks on this head :
“In all the Catholic citics of Germany, the returns make it apparent that tke number
of Protestants is increasing in a fearful manner. Dusseldorf, which was almost en-
tirely Catholic, already reckons 7000 Protestants; and there is a certain parish in
Cologne which numbers only 2 few Catholics.” On this statement the Avenir ob-
serves in commenting on its value : * We arc sometimes told that our effortsarcin
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vain, that we have nothing to hope from the attempts ofa minority so weak as our
Lvangelical Protestantiswm, in the presence of an immense and compact mass like
Roman Catholicism. But Catholicism, which ought to know itself, does not thus
judge. The unity of which it boasts is, we know, alikefrom faith, from reason, and
from experience, n sheer pretence.  As well might one speak of the unity of sight
amongst the blind, or of hearing amongst the deaf. The principal obstacle which the
gospel encouaters from the majority of Catholics is their religious indifference.  Let
Protestants, then, not be discouraged, but redouble their faith and their activity.
The Univers gives a testimony to the result of our labors. Its five or six lines are
worth as much—nay more—than many pages of the reports of our Societics. Let
us pray, and God will act.”

PROGRESS OF CHRISTIANITY.

Since the publication of the new law in Turkey, 106 Christian churches have been
repaired or constructed. The Sultan alone contributed 25,000 francs to one build-
ing in the island of Candia. In fact, so far as the Sultan, Ali Pacha, and the Go-
vernment geaerally, are concerned, everything is being done to conciliate the
Christian subjects of the Porte and improve the condition of the empire.

The Protestant missions in British India are said by late returns to contain about
22,000 communicant members, with probably about 130,000 professed Christians.
«The Lord hath done great things for us, wheveof we are glad.”

In Burmal, where the holy Judson and his hereic wife Jaboured, and prayed, and
suffered, there arc now 12,000 communicants, and nearly 100,000 nominal Chris-
tians.  “ Let us not be weary in well-doing ; for in due season we shall reap, if we
faint not.”

There arenow in China one hundred missionaries and their families, belonging to
cighteen different societies; several printing presses; chapels at each port; schools
for boys and girls; numerous native agents; the entire Bible translated, and a large
stock of tracts, and Christian churches formed.

Sir G. Grey, Governor of New-Zealand, has stated his belief that out of 100,000
natives there were not more than 1,000 who did not profess Christianity ; of these
60,000 are estimated to be in conncction with the Church Missionary Society.
Civilisation is following Christianity, and the island is fast becoming the garden of
the Southern Ocean.— Exchanges.

PRCSPECTS OF BRITAIN.

We believe in the mortality of nations. We hope in the immortality of Britain.
We agree with M. Theirs with respect to France and all other countries. We have
no expectation that any states will fully develop their resources. We disbelieve the
permanence of nations; for we believe in the uniformity of the Laws of Nature.
The most uniform of these laws is death : death to individuals, death to nations,
death to our own world, and to all others which we see shining above us. Lhere is
no exemption here below from mutability and decay. ]

Yet religion holds out to nations, as well as to individualg, the elixir of immor-
tality. Were the people all righteous they would inherit their lands for ever. Did
Britain turn to God, God would return unto us; and the prosperity of Britain, upkeld
by somany providences. would melt with a gentle transifion, like the translation of
Enoch and Elijah, without the dark interval of death, into the bright dawn of the
glory of the latter days —Douglas of Cavers.

Caxaniay U. P. MacazinE.

The Editor having returned, and resumed his duties, begs to offer his best thanks
to the friends who kindly and ably conducted the Magazine during his temporary
absence.—Ife has received some anonymous communications for insertion. The
authors would oblige him by sending private notes bearing their names. Few
Editors deem it prudent to publish articles without a precaution of this soxt.



