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WHERE SHALL WISDOM BE
FOUND?

- JoB xxviii., 12—28, “Wlhere shall wisdom
be found, and where is the place of un-
derstanding 77 &e.

"This is undoubtedly a question of superi-
or mterest and moment. T'o know where
*true wisdom is, or in other words what
it s, and to folléw its directions or coun-
sels; this is undoubtedly the chief con-
cern and duty of man. This inquiry
will occupy his rational and immortal
part. There are many other inquiries
that may be interesting, but are not in
the same degree useful.  But this is at
once useful and interesting. And the
4 advantage  connected  with the pro-
posal of the question is, that it is not only
propounded, but answered : We are fivst
told where wisdom 1s not; then where it
is, or in what it consists; and we have
also the value of it set forth; we invite
attention to the first two of these topics.

3 Weare first given to understand where
wisdom is not to be found : « The depth

saith, It is not in me : and the sea saith,

Itis not with me” “it is hid from the

eyes of all living ;” or as the 13th verse

expresses it, ¢ it is not found in the land
> of theliving ;” and ¢ itis kept close from

% the fowls of the air.” )

“The depth saith, it isnot in me.”
‘The deep places of the Farth, its hidden
recesses, contain many precious things,
1. as jewels, and gold, and silver ; aye, and
minerals which are more valable to
% man than any gems, or than gold, or sil-
_ver. © Thereis'a vein for the silver, and

a place for the gold where they fine it.”
These very provinces, we believe, are
among the most favoured for those mi-
nerals which are useful to the arts and
- fconomy of life.  Other Jands contain
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the more precious metals, and may be
tistinguished for the gems which are va-
lued so highly for their heauty or their
cavity.  But where there isa vein for
the silver, there is none for wisdom:
where there is a place for the gold where
they fine it, wisdom is not found in the
land of the living.  We may ransack the
bowels of the Earth: We may rifle its
treastres: We may dig into its deepest
mines, but we would not find wisdom.
We have heard of the mines of Peru
and the caves of Golconda, where they
find gold like stones, and jewels are cast
up hike the most common things; but
these do not contain, they do not yield
wisdom. With all their treasures they
possessnot this : man may digand search
for ever, but he would never fall upon
this treasure. He may meet with every
kind of mineral,{discover cveryjkind,of
gem or precious stone, and yet not find
wisdom. Nay in his very search for
these precious productions, man misses
wisdom; he forgets to look forit; he
becomes foolish in the pursuit, and vain
in the possession, of what may enrich,
but doas not truly benefit him. .
Or the expression : * the Depth saith
it is not in me,” may mean, that wisdom
does not consist iu the sciences of nature.
It docsnot consist in the knowledge of
the structure of the earth, however pro-
found, or however extensive; in  the
knowledge of its composition, the differ-
ent order, of its strata, the die nClaws
of these orders, the natural histe.  of the
world, how long it has existed; whut chan-
ges it has passed through, the process
and progress of its present formation :
1o, wrue wisdom does not consist in the
knowledge of all these: we may know
all these and yet be destitute of tnie
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wisdom. We may be acquainted with
the analfais and combinations of bodies,
with all that the subtelst chemistry
has unfolded, as well as the profoundest
geology has explored, and we may be
able to direct the discoveries of these
seiences to the most useful purposes,and
vet not passess  wisdom.  Wisdom is a-
nother thing than this. This may in-
deed lead usso faron our way to the
discovery of wisdom; for it may teach
us the existence of God; it may dis-
close to us his attributes; it may exalt
our conceptions of these sc that we may
be led to ery out at last, ¢ What is man
that thou art mindful of him, or the son
of man that thou shouldest visit him 2"—
but it may stop short of this, and it is not
true wistom itself.  The deepest skilled,
the most profoundly versaut, in these
sciences have not always been the pro-
foundest admirers of God or his attribu-
tes, or the most practically godly men.
LThe reverse has often been the ease.
Nor do the researches into mind any
more than matter constitute or conducet
us to true wisdom. These often rather
tend to confuse and perplex the mind;
they breed a haughty and sceptical spinit;
they lead away from wisdom, from the
trath itself, and hewilder the understand-
ing, “in wandering mazes lost.” ¢ The
depth saith it is not in mne.”

& The sea says. it isnot with me.” The
ocean possesses many a treasure. Fleets
have gone down in it, burying all their
wealth.  Age after age it has been ac-
cumulating " ils posessions, its treastures.
The spoils of ransacked continents and
kingdoms have been engulphed in it
« Barbaric pearl and gold” are there,
which man, thinking to enrich himself
therewith, has been obliged to relinquish
and see swallowedin the devouringdeep ;
aud he has gone down with them himscllf,
when he would have given them all to
save him from the drowning waters. The
caves of ocean conceal many a gem, ma-
ny a pearl, but not “the pearl of great
price” Divers go down into the depths
of ocean to feich ups these pearls, and
wealth is acquired in the traflic of them,
but wisdon: is not found by the most skil-
ful diver, the most successful pearl-fish-
er. Our friends, perhaps, bring home from
foreign climes the curions productions of
the sea, but did they ever find wisdom
there? Ask them when they lay out the
treasures whichave found onothershores,
the shells which other seas than ours
have washed, which carry with them the
sound of other tides than those which in-
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vade our beach, if they have found wis-
dom in all their scarch among those eu-
rious objeets of nature, and they will an-
swer—no. ¢ The sca says, it is not with
me.”  Though we could reach its most
fathomless depths, explore its remotest
shures, and examine all its productions,
we would not find wisdom there.

Or these words may mean that wis-
dom is not to be found in the traflic or
trade of the seas, in the riches which that
tralic yicelds, in all that merchandise ean
purchase or ships bring home.  We may
store our warchouses with the goodswhic
traflic has bonght. Our cities may be
erowded with such warchouses, and these
with all the wealth of Ind: thousands
of ships may expand their sails to the
winds, and may plongh cvery sea, and
const on every shore, but all this would
ot bring home wisdom. It is not a part
of such merchandise. It cannot be
gotten for gold, neither shall silver be
weighed for the price thereof ” But wis-
dom is * hid from the eyes of all living”
(21st verse), or, as the 13th verse has it,
% yeitheris it found in the land of the
siving;” and it is _kept close from the
fowls of the air.” There is a kind of wis-
dom which man can never discover in
this world, and which God retains to him-
self; his seeret counsels, or the myste-
ries both of'his own being and of his
works: this (rod has not revealed ; and
he will not veveal on this side of the
grave. 1le will not give an account of
himself. This we are taught is his glo-
ry: “itis the glovy of God to conceal a
thing.” This, then, is hid from man. No
one has ever understood, or can ever
understand, the mysteries of the Divine
nature ; underived, self-existent, eternal,
infinite, unseen, he besets us behind and
before, and lays his hand upon us: such
knowledge is too wondert'u& forus: it is
high, we cannot attain unto it. Clouds
and darkness surround him. e maketh
darkness his secr t place: his pavilion
round about him are dark waters and
thick clouds of the skies. And as his
being is thus shrouded in mystery,so are
his ways. The providence of God is of-
ten unintelligible to us. There is so
much of regularity as to allow us to act
with certainty in all the ordinary and
necessary business of life, but there is in
respect to many eventssuch uncertainty,
such irregqularity, as to bafile all compre-
hension, and to lead us to say: * how
unsearchable arc thy counsels, and thy
ways past finding out!” And here every
intellect is on ulevel, the most soaring
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and acute with the most sluggish and
the most dull. This  wisdom is kept
close trom the fowls of the air. The
cagle sees afar ofl'; it can gaze upon the
sun, and seems familiar with his bright-
ness; while it takes in the whole scope of
the surrounding heavens; but no intellee-
tual vision,as penetrating, as steadfast, as
wide-cmbracing asthe eagle’s glanceean
take in or comprehend thie glories of the
Divine nature, and those seervct things
which belong only to Gol. It is the un-
revealable part of wisdom which is thus
hid from men, and which only futurity
will develope, it it be ever all developed.
—There is 2 revealed wisdom which
may be attained here below, but which
nevertheless to us may be hid. The na-
tural man knoweth it not: he cannot
tell the place of'it.  Weare foolish, sot-
tish,children, wise to do evil, but 1o gond
we have no knowledge.  How much the
reverse of wise is man's general conduet.
Apart from the knowledge of true wis-
dom, we may safely pronounce the con-
tluct of man in his natural condition un-
wise. Some we find making provision
only for the flesh, and for the lusts there-
of, having no aspiration, no ohject, above
these ; while their soul, their immortal
part, is altogether forgotten. is this wis-
dom? Ts it witdom to sleep the senses
in indulgence, to gratify the appetite
merely, to look upon ourselves in no o-
ther light than as having appetites to gra-
tify, and senses to indulge ? Where isthe
soul all this time? Where is that no-
bler part which was givenus to converse
with heaven, possessing faculties eapable
of an exalted, mtellectual, communion. at
least, and of seeking after God. if haply
we might find him.~ This surely will not
be pronounced even hy those who are
énslaved by such indulgences to be wis-
dom. Then, there is snch a thing as liv-
ing only for time and forgetting vternity,
not ministering to the cravings of vice,
it may be, but confining our desires and
our views to thislower world.  Were we
to live here always, this might be wis-
dom, but it camiot be wisdom, sceing
that this world is not our only sphere of
existence, that there is another in which
we are to existy, and to exist for ever.—
Tt were wisdom to take up only with the
abjects of time, if time were all tous, but
it time be  but like the beginning of an
endiess journey, Q! is it wisdom to be
wasting all our strength on the first sta-
gesof it, forgetful of the long, long, dis-
tance before us? It were like the tra-
veller consuming all his provisions, and

ot

expending all his moncey,on ihe first few
miles of his way, and leaving himself un-
rovided, and a beggar for the fifty or
windrad miles sueceeding; or playing
with the flowers or every curious ob-
jeet that met his eve, allowing himself
to be benighted and lost betore his jour-
ney was ended.  Such is the wisdom of
those who make provision only fur this
world, who think only of the passing
hour, who care only for pleasure or bu-
siness, and let eternity provide foritself,
or rather lose cternal objeets in the anx-
iety tor what i temporal,

Even reason says—What shall it
profit a man though he should gain the
whole world, and lose his own soul ¥—
What shall a man give in exchange for
his soul 2" Such a zowse cannot be
wise; and et such, for the most part, is
the conduet of all men. So that wisdom
may well be said not to be found in the
kund of the tiving, to be lid {rom the eyes
of all living, and kept close from the fowls
of the air.  The most intellectual, the
most gifted, of men cqually with the
most grovelling are veeupied only withthe
things of time . the former may rise above
the latter in the class of objects which
they pursue, but these objects are equal-
Iy among the things which are only seen
and temporal.  True wisdom is not dis-
covered, or, apparently, discoverable,cev-
en by them, by intelleets which pene-
trate the deepest truths, and embrace the
most extended and the loftiest views. 1t
cludes their glance, and is beyond their
ken.  Where, then, shall wizdom be
found 2 ¢ Destruction and death say,
we have heard the fame thereof with our
ears"  This is a buld poetic person-
ification : Destruction and death ave said
to have heard something like a ramour
of what wisdom is; but they cannot cer-
tainly pronowunce what it is. What a
lively representation, however, is this
of the powerof these in bringing home
to us a truth which nuthing else belong-
ing to time can teach! Go and vead m
the ruins of eities, of Kingdoms, of Em-
pires—go and lcarn from Death—some
tfame of this thing of which the depth
saith, it isnot in me—and the sca saith,
it is not with me—which is hid from the
eyes of all lining, and is kept close from
the fowls of the air.  T%ey can mntter
something about it, thev can give some
obscure hmts of it, they ean but indictate
darkly what it is.  [t1s only the fame of
it. they have heard  And yvet. this very
fame is an all-powerful teacher. Q! how
powertully  dees Destruction preach 8
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the otherwise listless sous of men! The
very obscurity of its intimation is perhaps
the more startling, and the more impres-
sive: when it comes with a thousand
tongucs, a thousand voices, a thousand
dark enunciations, olt! how does it im-
press the listening crowd!  And then,
Death ! Death ©the great teacher:”—
Denth! with his shroud, and his pall, and
his coflin, and the bones about the grave!
Death! who comes with stealthy ap-
woaches, or with awful suddenness:

Death ! with the dark room,and the white
drapery, and the funeral, and the weep-
ing friends ! Destruction and death say,
we have heard the fiune thercof with
our cars!

But we have now to consider where
wisdom is, in what it consists. ¢« God un-
derstandeth the way thercof, and he
knoweth the place thereof.” The rea-
sons are given why God may be said to
understand the way, and to know the
place, of wisdom: Foréhe looketh tothe
ends of the carth, and sceth under the
whole heaven” &e. % Then,” we read,
“did he see it, and declare it ; he pre-
paved it, yea, and searched itout.  And
unto man he said, * Behold the fear of
the Lord, that is wisdom, and to depart
from evil is understanding.” We have,
then, God’s own word on the subject.—
We have his express statement—* The
tear of the Lord, that is wisdom—and to
depart from evil is understanding.”

The fear of Ged here cannot be a
slavish fear of him, like the fear of a 13-
rant, of a hard task-master—or a supersti-
tious fear, like that excited in the poor
devotee of' a false worship, who thinks he
sces in the clouds, or in the vacant air,
the shape of an angry God, or some spi-
rit all-powerful for mischief, and who
would tain appcase him with any bribe,
or with any bodily penance—or a sel-
fish fear which always apprehends evil
toourselves.  Such cannot be the fear of
God which js wisdom. That would be
the reverse of wisdom; for that would
lead us to hate God; it would drive us
away from Him; whom itis the greatest
wisdom to seek, and love, and obey; that
would fill us with distrust, suspicion, and
dread ; and cannot therefore be the fear
of the text which is wisdom. This fear
is an awe, or reverence, arising from a
proper apprehension of God’s greatness,
a salutary impression of his majesty, the
thought of his power, and rightcousness,
and holiness, and the sense of his Omni-
presence: it isa fear excited hy these

~attributes and gqualitics, united with these
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of a more amiable character. as goothness,
and merey, and love, condescension, tor-
bearance, benevolence. Tt is a fear con-
sistent, ory existing along withlove: it is
a fear whicl will lead us to avoid sin, to
eschew evil, but not such as to drive us
from vonfidence : That is wisdom  Let
us take an example of what we mean
from every day experience, or actual
lite It were wisdom to fear a parentin
the sense of standing in awe of his au-
thority, having a high sense of his supe-
yior wisdom and power, and a salutary
dread of his threats, and his known de-
termination to punish disobedience, and
any kind of improper and unworthy be-
haviour; but it were not wisdowm to fear
Bim so as to hate him, and to dvead and
shun his presence:  This were not a pro-
per fear of a child to a father, and it
were the reverse of wisdom ; and so with
God. But how can fear be consistent with
love and confidence?  One would think
the two were incompatible. But they
are not so.  How are they consistent in
the case supposed, the case of a child and
a parent ? 1t istrue that we have offend-
ed God ; and are therefore in the positi-
on of a child who has incurred the dis-
pleasure of his father, and whowhile un-
der that displeasure must so far be a-
fraid of him. But then God has been

leased of His own undeserved merey to
{;c reconciled nnto us, and to wait for our
return to him ; and to hold out invitations
to reconciliation on our part. The way
is now clear to us so far as God is con-
cerned, to come to Him, and, confessing
our faults, to obtain pardon, and to en-
Jjoy once more the smiles of his counte-
nance. A father is not more gracious to
an erring but repentant child than God
is to the repenting sinner. He regards
him with the same feelings, looks upon
him with the same favour, extends to
lim the same compassion and love. And
thus though we have sinned against him,
we may yet; by repentance and faith in
Christ, be partakers of his love; and

confidence is thus restored—a confidence '*

which may be more orless broken in up-
on by the old fecling of jealousy and

slavish fear on the part of the sinner, but

for which there is the amplest ground.
‘even for the most unbounded exercise of

it. But while there is thus ground for .

the exercise of this confidence, there is

e e

| e

room also, or reason, for the exercise of -

fear, not fear in the sense of dread, not
a slavish, superstitious, sclfish fear, but
reverence, awe, veneration, and fear to
offend God, and, to a certain extent, of

PRarad
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exciting the displeasure of one who is
ot only so holy and so good, but so
righteous and so terrible m majesty.—
Now, this tear of God is wisdom, Such
a fear, man conld not of himselt have i-
magined to be possible.  {le could nev-
er have supplied the vinculum or bond
between fear and love: he could never
have discovered how these were possible
in the case of the sinner and God.  But
God has revealed how ; and he now pro-
aounces that such fear is wisdom, and to
depart from cvil is understanding.  ‘The
fear of God (still consistent with confi-
dence and love), is.wisdom, hecause God
is to be feared. It is wisdom because it
is just what ought to be. It consists with
the very fitness of things.  Must not
that being be worthy of fear who exists
of himselty by his own neeessity of being,
and who made all things; that being whose
majesty is faintly symbolized in the glo-
ry of creation; whose majestic footsteps
are beheld in the operations of provi-
dence—who has impressed  his presence
in the visible heaveus, the most magnifi-
cent object we have to contemplate, in
the sun, and in all the vast and sublime
objects of nature ? If he is not to be
teared, then reverence or fear is not &
sentiment of our heart. Read any of
the deseriptions of God’s majesty in the
psalms, and then say it God 15 not to be
teared.  Are the attributes of'spotless ho-
liness and unerring rectitude not worthy
of veneration ? do they not inspirc awe ?
lave we never felt *how awtul good-
ness is”?  We shall one day feel it, if we
do not teel it now We shall see how
terrible God is or: his throne of holiness!
Is his power not an object of reverence
or fear, power which could crush the u-
niverse in a moment, and make his right-
cousness glorious in the destruction ofhis
evemies? Goid is to be feared even in
the meeting of his saints. What vene-

" ration iuspires the Angels when they co-

ver their faces before the throne!  Nor
is this expression adequate to the feeling
by which they are actuated. Al hea-
ven responds to the sentiment, and the
mighty host are even now bending be-
fore himand crying to one another,  ho-
ly, holy, holy, is the Lord of Hosts, the
whole carth is full of his glory.” Sure-
Iy, then it is wise to fear God: ¢ the
fuar of the Lord, that is wisdom.”

But it is wisdom, because it is the best
safeguard against sin; and it is surely
wisdom to cherish what will protect us
from it. 'Fhat surcly is the highest wis-
dom. Sinis the greatest of all evils.—

bh

‘I'here is nothing somuch tv be hated and
shunned.  And yet, that evil is in our
own hearts.  'The heart is deceitful a-
hove all things, and desperately wicked.
And what can so effeetually defend us a-
wainst such an evil as the fear of God 7
That seutiment, continually abiding with
us would deter us fromu the commission of
sin, or the indulgence of' it even in the
thought. It is the deseription of the
wicked,that they have no fear of God be-
fore their eyes, and therclore they are
wicked.  Men could not endure wicked-
ness, they could not indulge or encouny-
age it for a moment, if they had the fear
of God before them.  Our Saviour en-
Jjoins the tear of God ull)on us for this ve-
ry end: * Be not afraid of them that kill
the body, and afier that have no more
that they can do. But T will forcwara
you whom e shall fear. IFear i which,
after he bath killed, hath power ta cast
into 1lell; yea, I say unto you fear Him."
The carly churches walled in the jear
of Gody and in the comfort of the Holy
Ghost, and were multiplicd. There is
no evil against which we are sale, it des-
titute of the fear of (zod.  But + the fear
of the Lord is to hate evil” By the
tear of the Lord men depart from evil”
“The fear of the Lord is a fountain of
life.” Therefore it must be wisdom.—
Hence the parallelism here: * to depart
from evil is understandivg.” * Grant
me understanding,” says e Psalmist,
“and I shall keep thy law.”  To depart
from evil is understanding as contradis-
tinguished from a different course.  Itis
awful folly to commit sin. It is folly in
itself; and it is folly when considered in
its consequences. These consequences
are misery now, and, if unrepented of, ¢-
ternal misery hereafter. Is it not folly
to do that which is to occasion future nu-
sery, perhaps eternal woe 2 Remember,
by every sin you are planting an additi-
onal sting in your bosoms, au additional
thorn in your dying pillow, and treasur-
ing up for yourselves, if not savedin God's
merey, wrath against the day of wrath.
But if we would avoid sin, we must a-
void temptation, and this is also implied
in the expression to # depart from evil.”
Accordingly, it is said, **the wise man
forsceth the evil,and fleeth from it.” And
Solomon, the wisest of men, admonishes
us to « enter not into the path of the
wicked, and go not in the way of evil
men—to avoid it, pass not by it, turn
from it, and pass away. For they sleep
not unless they have done mischief, and
their sleep is taken from them unless
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they cause some one to fall.”  © Blessed
is the man,” says the Psalmist, *who
walketh not in the counsel of the ungod-
Iy, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor
<itteth in the seat of the scorner 3 huthis
meditation is in the law of the Lord, and
on his law doth meditate day and night.”

- —-
DEACONS.

There are two extremes with regard
to the external organization of the New
‘Festament Church, into one or other of
which men are apt to fall; and either of
which is very productive of injury. The
one ig, when, fromm certain allowed pro-
ceedings which caunot easily be explain-
ed in consistency with the principle of a
fixed order, itis concluded that no or-
der has been prescribed ; but that men
are lelt to modify it according to their
own views of expediency. The other
is, when, from clear evidence that there
is a preserited order, it is inferred that
there is no case in which we are at li-
berty to depart from that order—that
torms must ve observed, at whatever ex-
pense to the real object for sceuring
which these forms have been instituted.
We are persunded that a caveful and
unprejudiced study of God's Word will
leave the conviction that, though the
rules with vespeet to the external order
to be observed in the New Testament
Church are not laid down with the mi-
nuteness and precision. which character-
ized the Lewvitical dispensation, which
had a special typical import, rules never-
theless are laid down ; and that, what-
ever, departure trom them may be al-
lowable In certain emergencies, it will
be our wisdom to keep these rules stea-
dily in view, and 10 see that they are du-
Jy “enforced whenever the emergency
that might have warranted a departure
from them may have passed away.  Qur
Saviour’s reference to the case noticed
in the beginning of the tweltth Chapter
of the gospel by Matthew shows that, in
the emevgeney in which they were in-
volved, David and his men were excusa-
ble in taking of the shewbread, * which
‘eas not 'awful for him to cat, ncither lor
them which were with him, but only for
the priests ;" but certainly is very far
from implying that they would have been
guiltless, had they continned to use that
as their ordinary food.

We make these remarks at present
with a special reference to the mode in
which the financial aflairs of our cangre-
gations through these Provinees are ge-
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nerally managed. Whateverallowarnces
may be made for the cmergencies of
Church just starting into existence in a
newly settled country, and whatever gra-
tiwde may be dne to men who in her
difticulties may have rendered valuable
service to the Church under the charac-
ter of Managers or Trustees, or by what-
ever name they may have been called,
it i3 very evident that their modes of
acting, converted too inte something like
asystem. are coming to be extremely
injurious; and that it is high time for
the Charch to look to the Bible for in-
struction, and to endeavour to bring her
machinery, as speedily as possible, into
a conformity with the rule which is there
laid down.

When we look then to the Bible we
find that the aflairs of the Chureh, whe-
ther of a direetiy spiritual nature, or
having a more unmediate bearing upon
her sccular interests, were entrusted to
men who were solemnly set apart to the
discharge of their respective duties by
ordination. This was the case with the
apostles, who were directly ordained by
Jesus Chrise himself.  This was the case
with the clders whom the apostles or-
dained in every Church (Acts xiv. 23),
whether these elders were appointed
simply to rule, or, besides ruling, to la-
bour also in the word and doctrine,
1 Tim. v. 17, This was the case with
the deacons. These office-bearers were
thus set apart to the discharge of their
official duties as acting under the autho-
riry of Christ, and for the benefic of his
Church. Whether these duties might
be o a more spiritual, or of a more se-
cular character, they were to discharge
them not for their own worldly ends,
but for the benefit of the body ot Chwist,
under a sense of their respousibility to
him, and looking for his blessing on the
use of bis own appointed means. The
more closely they adbered to the instruc-
tions of his word, the wore full would be
their seviptural warrant for expecting
his blessing. .

‘Che apostles and elders, for a time,
adwministeaed the whole aflairs of the
Church; but when it was found that the
seealar matters, in order to their due
administration, would have required such
an amount of their time as would have
trenched very materially upon their spi-
ritual duties, deacons were appointed to
assist them in the administration of these
secularities.  We have an account of
this in the sixth chapter of the Acts of
the apostles.  From that narrative, it




B S

THE MISSIONARY RECORD.

_' appears that the sole business entrusted
" to the deacons was the adiinistration of

the funds of the Church. What is re-

- corded of Stephen towards the close of

the chapteris, not that he preached, but

+ that, in opposition to disputers, he gave

a reason ot the hope that was in him.—
Philip, it is true, preached in Samaria,
and founded the Church there, but he

" did that not as a deacon, but asan evan-

. gelist, which he is called, Acts, xxi. 8.—

But even with respect to the administra-

. tion of the funds of the Church, the

deacons did not supersede either the

- apostles or the clders, whether preach-

- v g«

ing or ruling elders. This is evident
from the fact that when at a subsequent
period, as recorded Acts xi. 28-30, the
disciples in diflerent countries deterin-
ed to send relief' to the brethren which

. dwelt in Judea, they sent it not to the
" deacons but to the elders ; and they sent

it by the hands of Barnabus and Saul.

" Nor was this the only case in which

Paul was thus employed. 1His writings
show the deep interest which he took
the financial affairs of the Church, in
respect to the provision which should be
made both for mecting the wants of the
poor and for the support of the ministry;
and the mission on which he went o Je-
rusalem, on that occasion on which he
was at length lodged in prison and at-
terwards sent in bonds to Rome, was
with a special reference to this very ob-
Jject, as appears from his language in the
epistle to the Romans Chap. xv. vv.
25-28.

The principles thus shortly stated
have been acknowledged and maintain-
ed by our Church from the period cf
the Reformation. The First Buok of
Discipline, which wwas put forth in 1560,
says, “ The oflice of deacons is, to gather
and distribute the alms of the poor, ac-
cording to the direction of the session”
According to the fuller statcment of the
Second Book of Discipline, agreed to in
1578, the office and power of deacons is
“to receive and to distribute the whole
ccelesiastical goods unto them to whom
they are appointed. This they ought to
do, according to the judgment and ap-
powtment of the presbyleries, or clder-
ships (of the which the deacons are not
members) that the patrimony of the kirk
and poor be not converted to private
men’s uses, nor wrongfully distributed.”
The same doctrine is maintained in the
Directory for Church Government,
agreed upon by the Assembly of Divines
at Westminster, wheve it is said, * Dea-

tH]

cons also ave distinct officers in the
Church, to whose office it belongeth not
to preach the word, or administer the
sacraments, but to take special care for
the necessities of the poor, by collecting
for, and distributing to them, with direc-
tion of the eldership, that none amongst
the people of God be constrained to be
beggars.”  In the larze Overturesof the
General Assembly, 1705, it is stated with
respect to the kirk-session, * This judi-
catory being the lowest, and which is in
every parish, consists of one minister or
two and a competent number of ruling-
clders, and the deacons of that parish
and church are to be present, and have
a deisive vote only in mutlers belonging
to their own office, having attending
them a clerk and a beadle” Lastly,
Stewart of Perdivan, speaking of kirk-
sessions, and stating the practice in his
time, says, “Lhe deacons are always
present, not for discipline, but for what re-
lates to their own ofjice” 1t was amid
the bustle occasioned by the disruption
that the separate courts ealled ¢ Dea-
cons’ Courts” came into use. They
were formally sanctioned by the Assem-
bly 1846, but the working of these courts
has not been much calealated to encour-
age us to be very hasty in adopting the
innovation.

0
FREE CHURCH COLLEGE, IIALL-
FAX.

The Session of the I'ree Church Col-
lege here closed on Friday the 11th cur-
rent; the students, before separating hav-
ing been suitably addressed by Profes.
sors King and Lyall. The following sub-
jeets were given out as exercises for the
students during the summer.

L Ilume’s argument against the pos-
sibility of proving miracles by testimony,
s0 as to be the foundation of a systemn of
religion, stated and answered. A prize
will be awarded for the best essay on
this subjeet, the competition being open
to all who may be in the Theo‘iogical
class next session

I, Essay on the arigin of our ldeas:
1st our primittve ldeas—the part which
Sensation and Intellection, respectively,
have in them : 2nd, our ldeas as modi-
fied by the original principles of the
mind—and the modifying laws of Intel-
lection A prize will beawarded to each
of the two vest Essays, the competition
being open 10 all students who may be
in attendance on the preliminary classes
of the College next session, and impery-
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tive upon such of them as may have been
in attendance during the Session just
closed.

IIL. Translation ot the fivst three hun-
dred lines of the third book of Homer's
Hiad. A prize will be awarded to each
of the two  best translations, the compe-
tition in this ease also being open to all
who may be in attendance on the preli-
minary classes of the College next Ses-
sion, and the exercise imperative on such
of them as may have veen in attradance
during the Session just closed.

These Exercises to be lodged with the
Professors on or before the first day of
December next.

0
JUVENILE MISSIONARY COI-
LECTIONS AT WALLACL.

The half-yearly meetings of the Ju-
venile Missionary Associations conuec-
ted with the congregations under the
pastoral charge of the Rev Johu Mun-
vo, Wallace, were held lately, when the
following sums were paid in 19 the Trea-
surer, Mr. W. McDonald :

At Gult, by Misses McDonald

and Waugh, by Masters I

McLeod, D. Reid, 8. Simp-

son, Laughlan McIarlane.

(since decensed,) and from

Minister’s Mission 1Box, R0
At Cove, by Misses C McKen-
zie and M McKenzie, 2 7

At Wallace. by Misses ‘Thom-
son, M Davidson, J. Mae-
Farlane, J  Wangh, S 73

L1
‘The amount collected was given to
the following missions :

Free Church of Scotland, s 3%
Mic-Mac Mission, (Rev. Mr.
Rand, 5 b

Coloured Population, Canada

West. (Itev Me. King.) 6 3
£
——0
FREE PRESBYTERY OF 1ALI-
- FAX

This Presbytery met here on Friday,
the 18th current. The followingmembers
were present : Rev. Alexander Romang,
Moierator, Rev. Professor King, Rev.
Professor Lyall, and Messrs Farquhar-
son and McLeod, Ruling Elders

The Moderator reported that he had

resided at the dispensation of'the Lord’s
Supper at Lawrencetown, on Sabbath
the 15th current. :

Mr. King having intimated that he
expected, before the end of the month,
to leave for the United States, in fultil-
ment of the appointment of last Synad,
the following appointments were made
for supplying the ditferent stations :
April 27, Dartmouth—Mr. Romans.

St. John’s—Mr. Romans.
Musquodoboit Iarbour—Mr.
Lyall.
4, Dartmouth—>Mr. Romans.
St John's—vacant.*
Goodwoold—Mr. Forbes.
Lawrencetown—21e, Lyall,
Dartmouth—My. Lyall.
St. John's—Mu. Lyall.
Sackville—Mr Rowans.
Dartmouth—Mr  Lyall
St. Jolm’s—Mr. Romans.
Dartmouth—Mr. Romans.
St. John’s—Mr. Romans.
Lawrencetown—DMur. Lyall.
Dartmouth—>Mr. Romans,
St. John’s—Mur. Forrester.
Goodwood—Mr. Lyall
§, Dartmouth—-Mr. Lyall.
St John’s—>Mr. Lyall.
Mustjuodoboit Harbour—DMr.
Romans.
Dartmouth—Mr. Romans-
St. John’s—Mr. Romans.
Lawrencetown—DMr. Lyall.
June 22, Dartmouth—>Mr. Romans.
St. John’s—Mr. Romans.
Sackville—Mr. Lyall.

‘The Presbytery having called for a
stutement of the financial afluivs of the
different congregations and stations with-
in the bounds, returns were made for
the following places: Cornwallis, Dart-
mouth, Goodwood, and St Johus, New-
Youndland.

Professor King brought before the
Presbytery the case off Mr. W- (G,
Forbes, Catechist, who had now comple-
ted three sessions of his theological cur-
riculum. e proposed that the Presby-
tery should appoint & Committee to exa-
mine Mr Forbes in order to ascertain
whether it might not be advisable to ap-
ply to the Syuod, at its next meeting,
for leave to take him on trials for license.
The Presbytery agreed to this proposal,
and appointed the following members a
Committee to' examine Mr. Forbes on
the progress he has made in his studies,
and to report to the Presbyrery at their
next ordinary meeting: The Modera.

May

11,

June 1,

15,

* On_account of the dispensation of the
Lord’s Supper in Chalmers’ Church.
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tor, Mr. Forrester, Mr. Lyall, and Mr.
McLeod ; the Moderator, Conveavr.

The Presbytery adjourned, to meet
here on Tuesday the 24th June nest, at
twelve o'clock, noon.

—0

(From the Free Church Missionwry Record )
HIGHLANDS AXND ISLANDS.
ITARRIS.

The following interesting communication
hias heen sent to the Committee by the Rev.
Donald M'Rae of Kilimorie, who visited
Hawris and the adjacent istands i Jaly and
August last.  In the present condition of
the Highlands, we beg to divect attention to
its contents.  “T'he facts detailed respecting
the spivitual and temporal destituiion of

the people are deeply atlecting.

Surely ways and weans may he devised
for wiping ofi'the reprouch that at this tine
of day there exists within our hounds one
community in which there is not an indivi-
dual able to read the Word of life :—

1. DIFFICULTIES OF MISSIONARY WORK

1 left home on the 15th July, and Janded
from the Breadalbane at "Tarbert, in 1laryis,
three days atter. 1 was previously, to some
extent, aware of the difliculties atending
missionary work in that distriet of the Long
Island, but a short experience convineed
me that I had very much undesrated these
dificultics.  The rocky and inaccessible
spots into which the people hiave now been
crowded eannot be reached but with great
tabour.  There is no road throvgl: the in-
habited portions of the island. “Indeed n
road conld not be made there.  There is,
however, aroad throwghont the whole length
of the parish from nori. to south, but then
it passes along the weat side of the island,
where natwre puints out plainly enougl the
fitting localities for the inhabirants, but
where they are no longer to be found. It
wonld take the strengih and cuergy of two
of our most robust aud zealous ministers to
overtahe ordinary ministerial  work in
ilarris.

2. HOW TRUE RELIGION TAS REEN TPIELD

In a population of about 4500 souls, about
fiftcen familics only have comtinued their
conneetion with the Established Chuvch—
A disvaption took place in Harris six-and-
twenty years ago; and during & period of
nearly twenaty years, the salt was preserved
from losing its savour very wuch through
the instrumentality of one of their own men,
John Morrison, the Free Church catechiss
in that parish—a man of genuine poetical
powers, and of eminent Christian .attain-
ments, and whose lately published elegy on
Dr. Macdonald of Ferrintosh has clicited
the highest praise from some of our most
ominent Gaelie scholars and divines, on ac-
ecunt of the genius and piety thercin dis-
Jlayed.

3. SPIRITLAL DECLENSIONS,

There are to be met with here and there,
wnong this people, suine deeply experieu-
ced and advanced Christinns , but amidst
much that cheers and refreshes, there is also
much of & discouraging nature, A period
of cighteen yenrs hud elapsed sinee 1 for-
merly passed thirough the istand of Harris.
At that time almost the whole of the popu-
Iation were seemingly in s promising con-
dition.  No labour was reckoned too ardu-
ous in attending the menns of grace. Dur
ing the darkest winter nights, & whole dis-
tict might be scen ifhwmminated with torch-
¢, carried abwat by multitudes thronging
to a place where o diet of eatechising was
held. Like the inhabitants of many other
luealitics in our luud, many ot the people of
Tlarris “have tost theivtirst love,” and thery
prevails o lunentable indifference to eternal
things, particularly among the young.

4. ENCOURAGEMENTS,

I b e satistuction, however, in testifying
to the readiness with which the people al-
ways came out, and sat on the hill-side, lis-
tening to the message of satvation ; and also
to their anxiety to afford me all the facilities
in their power for visiting the various dis-
tricts.  or exumple, if [ intimated my in-
tention of preaching ou a given week-day
in the ishnd of Sealpay, or in the more
distant island of Searp, a boat and ciew
were sure to be in readiuness to convey me
to the appointed place of meeting.

5. INTLRESTING 1SLAND OF SCARP.

Of the difterent loealities T visited, not
the least interesting was the remote islind
of Searp. I reccived a favourable impres-
sion of its twenty-four interesting families
previously 1o my visiting them, and I was
not disappuinied. 1 praached on the even-
ing of the day v my wirival, and also on the
followingday, Tossad about duringa great
part of the day amoug ihe billows of the
Atlantic, I did not feehinyself iu a fit condi-
tion to preachion my arrival. I was not,
howdver, iany winutes on the istand when
I heard 2 horn sounding.  This, I was given
to understand, was & summons to the whole
community to meet in @ house formerly oc-
cupied as a Gaelic school-house, to hear
sermon.  Of course it was no time for hesi-
tation, and we all repaired to the appointed
place of mecting. The horn wus sounled
next day at the hour appointed for service,
and as the twenty-four houses in the island
cover uo more than « couple of acres of
ground, the whole community readily as-
sembled at the sound of the Scarp bell—
‘The islanders hold three separate diets of
worsbip every Sabbaih-day,~—the religious
exercises being presided over by the worthy
elder of the island.

6. RELIGIOUS ANDN EDUCATIONAL DESTI
TUTION, ESPECJALLY IN SCALPAY.

1 generally preached on the Sabbath-day®
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at the heud of East Loch, ‘Tarbert—that
being & central point for the people to as-
semble at from all directions, hoth by sen
and land. On the weck-days I held meet-
ings in the most destitute districts, as faras
the state of my health permitted.  [regret,
however, that it was not in my power, dur-
ing my stay in the country. to accomplish
all the work 1 had chalked out for mysel,
my health having more than once given
way, owing, I have reason to believe, to the
frequent drenching to wWhich I was eaposed
in that very rainy climate.

Of all the destituse districts T aisited. the
island of Sealpay is by far the most desti-
tute, both as respects temporal and spivitual
means. There you have a population of
240 souls, inclhuding abont 100 under fifiecen
years of age, who cannot read ausingle word.
Here, surely, there is very urgent need for
planting a school. I have been meditating
an application to a few zealous Jadies 10
collcct say £5 cach for two or three years,
to pay the salary of a Gaelic teacher, that
these people mighs at least be enabled to
read the Scriptures in their vernacular
tongue. Could you not give me & helping
hand in arranging a small project of this
kind 2 In Sealpay, and in other localitics
also, I baptized in some instances four
children—if children some of them could he
called—in one family. From circumstan-
ces which 1 need not here detail, their pa-
rents had it nat in their power to apply for
the ordinance to auy of the brethren who
had preceded me in itinerating nissions.—
In n{l cases of application for Sealpay ordi-
nances, I considered it the safest course to
take the opinion of the elders in their res-
pective distriets.  And here I give willing
testimony to the efficiency and faithfulness
of the elders in that district of country, as 1
do also to the valuable, and laborious, and
acceptable services of Mr. Davidson, the
probationer, who has laboured in Harris
during the last two years.

JEWISH MISSION.
PESTH.
Eaxtract Letter from Rev. Mr. Wingate,
Jan. 9, 1851.
ANOTALR JEWISH FAMILY ADDED TO THE
CHURCH.

The Lord has been pleased again to add
andther family to the confessors of His
wuth fiom the house of Israel—Isider

and his wife, both about thirty
yuars of age.  The former was the teacher
of & Jewish seminary in a considerable
town in the interior of Hungary. Through
ons of our colportcurs, he became possessed
of a New Testament about four years ago.
He read it earnestly for some months in
sceret; and, without comact with any
Christian instructor, his rcligious views
underwent a considerable change. He was
froed from most of the superstitions of his
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paternal creed, sud could not help introduc.
mg his newly-acquired opinions in his daily
religious instructions in the school. The
childrenrelated athome what they had heard
from their teacher ; a party was soon form-
ed among the Jews to bring about his re-
moval, and shortly after he was taken up
and examined before the rabbi. and finally
ejected from his situation.  He then came
10 Pesth. in 1848, and obmined an appoint.
ment as ttor in the family of a respectable
Jewish atizen residing in the same house
with my own family. Isider has studied
medicine and is just obtaining his diploma
—another of our colporteurs was an old fel-
low-student.  ‘T'he acquaintance was renew-
~d, and our truly Christian young friend
was unwearied in his etforts to wiu this fa-
mily to the Lord. He read the Scriptures,
and prayed with them. At Iast they sum-
moned comage toattend the German servi-
ces, and reccived Christian instruction in
private. The wife was first convinced of her
gnilt and need of pardon through the biood
of Christ. Inthe course of last summer the
T.ord taught her obedience to His own pre-
cept (Matn v, 6): * When thon prayest, en-
ter into thy closet; and when thou hast shut
thy door, pray to thy Father whichis in se-
cret: and thy Father, which seeth in seeret,
shall reward thee openly? ler husband
used to say he often found his wife in tears
whenhe went home—the Bible was in her
hand, and she liked retiremaent.  Neverwas
amore attentive hearer of the truths of the
wospel.  One day she said to me, in deep
concern and with the tears in hereyes,“Oh,
if I could only believe I—but faith seems to
meso difficult, sowonderful « gifi; once as
I was praying I scemed for an instant
to receive it, and then it fled from me~—
O, pray much formy husband ! he is read-
ing and scarching, but I wish he were fur-
ther advanced.” A short time after this
she could say, * I havefound peace und rest
in the finished work of my Lord and Saviour
Jesus Chiist.”  She scemed for a time rais-
ed aboveall carthly cares and trials. Time,
the world and its pursuits, seemed to dwin-
dle into insigniticance before the great real-
ities of eternity ; and the prospect of living
for Christ, during the remainder of her life,
became her supreme desire.  She continued
to pray much and earnestly for her husband.
About two months ago he too became seris
ously concerned about the salvation of his
soul. The throne ofgrace was now his dai-
lyvesort; formal pravers were sct aside, and
heartfelt spiritual wants took their place.—
The truths of Christ’s gospel were now deep-
ly impressed on his heart, and hec was ena-
bled boldly to contend for the faith of Jesus
among the students of the university, and
in the family where he was instructor.

The cffect was, as usual, strong oppositi-
on on the part of the Jews, amounting to
persecution. He received about £60 per
anuum as tutor; but, as soon as his deter-




THE MISSIONARY RECORD. he

mination to confess Cliist pubiicly wa$
known, he one morning received a letier
summarily dismissing him. although he had
been two years aml ahalfin the fumily, and
enjoyed che contidence of his employers.—
His wife was Likewise dismisscd from being
preceptress in & Roman Catholic sckool of
industry, the ceuly reason assigned being,
* that they hiad no confideuce in people who
changed their religion.””  After & most sat-
isfactory examination, we recommended
both for haptism, and they were publicly
admitted into the Chiistian chureh. Smee
then they have sat down with us at theLord's
table. Twenty-one communicants, chietly
baptized Israelites, paciook lnst Losds day
at this solemn ordinance.

CHELRING EVIDENCES OF SUCCLSS.

Our colporieurs are all retrued from
their various journeys, and we are, us usu-
al, engazed in imparting such insnuction
m thevivgy as witi be usetal for thewr fur-
ther sesrvices. A fudler voport of their la-
bours, we expecet, wiil afterwiards be laid
before you; meanwhile, we may remark, no
venr has been so sigually blessed as the
past. The sale of the Scriptures for the
rear will be above 4000 copics—chietly dis-
psed of 10 mdividuals who paid for them
cheerfully, and often held deeply interesting
conversations with the distributors. Pur-
chasers have appeared among all grades of
society—oflicers, lawyers, doctors, soldiers,
policemen, peasams, and Jews. Tracts and
books in cousiderable quantizy have also
been sold. The intercourse with the Jewish
community hasbeen unprecedentedty great.
Nowwithstanding the disturbed state of the
country, this extensive sphere of lxbour has
not been interfered with,  The * wood seed
of the kingdowm” has now, during the last
few years, been in some measure at least
sown throughout the land: much of the
frut may not be seen till years hence, and
some not till the great and fival day of sc-
count.

0
Fyom the Canadix Record.
ORDINATION OF THE REV.
ANDREW WILSON.

The ordination of Mr. Aundren Wilson,
preacher of the Gospel, to the charge of the
United Congregations at Port Dover, Sim-
coe and Vittoriy, in connection with the
Presbyterian Chureh of Canada, tuok place
at Simceoe, on Wednesday, the 29th of
January. Notwithstanding the extreme se-
verity of the weather, and the distance of
the Stations from cach other, there was &
good attendance; and the body of the
Congregational Church, where the ordina-
tion took place, and which has been kindly
granted for the nse of the congregation,
was well filled by a respectable and appa-
reutly deeply interested audience.  The
Rev. Geo. Paxton Youuy, of Iimmilton,
preached sud presided. The Rev. M. Y,

Stark, of Duudas, adidressed the Minister,
and the Rev. Alexander MeLeun, of Wel
lington Square, the people. ‘Lhereufter,
the Rev. Mr. Youry gave a fueid und forei-
ble statement of the principles of the Free
Church of Scotland. on which she touk her
stand in resisting the encroachments of the
civil power at the ever-emorable disrup-
tion, viz. :—1st. Nun-iantrusion; or the ex-
pressed wish of the majority of 4 congreps-
tion Leiuyg esscutinl to the vahdity of a call
1o the exercise of the office of the Gospel
Ministry among them. 2nd. The principle
of watittered scif-got ernment by the Chureh;
atd 3rd. The anconvoaled right of Church
extension.  Eie -Low.d clearly the necessi-
ty. in order to their consistency, that those
who. whether in this country or elsewhere,
held the same views and epinions, should

ve adiatinet testim favourof these,
by withdrawing trem «ll conmection, whether
veal o nominal, with o Chureh which holds
opposite views ; and that the Presbyterian
Chureb of Canada was therefore compelled
o ke up her present position in order to
the upholding of Lier principles, and shut-
ting the door yrainst at least possible futare
encroachments upon her spirituzl preroga-
tives and independence.  The people ap-
peared to take «t deep interest in all the ser-
vices. and their youny minister was cordial-
1y welcomed by ‘them at the close. It is to
be hoped that a bond has been formed that
will Tong endure, aud be greatdy blessed by
the Lord for the advancement of his own
cause and glory. in the winning of many
sonls and building them up in Christ—
This field was long considered a2 very hax-
ven and discouragiag one—its circumstan-
ces had i mzny respeets been very unfa-
vourable—and the first impression that was
made upon it. appewss to have been under
the missionary libonrs off Mr. John Scott,
now of Loudou, which seem to have been
signally blessed.  The very warmth of
Chrisnt ‘cction, however, which arose
beiween this missionary and the people at
these stations. proved in the event a source
of discouragement to them when the con-
neetion was necessarily broken, by Mr.
Scott 2eeepting of 2 call to London j -and
ut least one disuppuintment of & similar
nature afterwards mwust have operated in-
jurivusly to their interests; but still the
cause, by the blessing of the Lord, prospers.
I'he Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper wae
dispensed 1wo successive scasons by the
Iatc much esteemed and lamented Mr.
Robb, of Hamilton, and since then hy the
Rev. Mr. McLean, on which interesting oe-
casions much of a spirit of awakening was
manifested, and the bearts of many com-
forted and encouraged. The number of
members has been regularly incressing o 8
very satisfactory extent: and the commu-
nion rol now contains the nanmes of 78—
Mr. Wilson has laboured for some time
amony them us a missionary, by which they

or
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liave bad good opportunity of proving his
gifts and his aceeptability 5 and the numer-
ously sigied and cordial ¢all given to him
augurs, we trust, of a good and effective
work, by the blessing of God, beiug carried
forward in that portion of the vineyiwrd.—
Sabtath Schools, Bible Classes and Prayer
Mectingsare in successful operation. There
is o Church at Vittoria, and it is in con-
templation to build withoutdetay Churches
both at Port Dover and Simcoe.  in the
meantime, as has been mentioned. the use
of the Congregational Chureh Ias heen gi-
ven at the fatter place, and the Methodist
Church has been also Kindly granted at
Port Dover, where the congregation have
been ¢jected from 2 Charch which they
thought in justice belonged to them.
() e
(From the ¥ Foreign Missionary™ of the Pres-
Yyterian Clurch of Admerica.)
TIIE PROVINCE OF FAI'TH IN TIE
WORK OF MISSIONS.

A stener cannot be saved withont faith.
A Christiun in doubt, temptation, or atilic-
tion canmot be comforted except by contid-
ing in the promises of God.  Now is there,
in the work of missions, any such specitic
exercise of faith necessary us in the cases
adduced ¢ Must the Church beliexe in this
wurk, just as really as the shmer does in
his fivst giving his heart t0 God, or the
Christian in looking for deliverance from
trouble and for grace to Jead a devoted
lifte 2 Certainly she must.  No Christian
duty whatever, can be aceeptable unless it
is discharged in fuith 5 for # without faith it
is impossible to please God.?

What then must the Church dedieva? and
how ¢ Evidemly all that the Lord hath
spoken in reference to the efficaey of Clist's
blood, the condition of the heathen, the
obligations of the Churceh, and the purposes
of Gou touching her enlargement; and that,
190, in a practicad way. ~ Alere theory on
these points will not answer. A mere spe-
culative assent of the understandiang is as
insufficient here as in the case of & sinner
whose mind is fully convinced that Christ
is the only Saviour, and yet stays away
from him.  His faith to be saving must be
practical.  So must that of the Church.

On this general trath we cannot dwell,
but wish to ask of our Christiin readers
one or two serious questions which it sug-
gests.  Ist. Is not this specific exercise of
faith, as to the conversion of the world,
greatly overlooked by the Church?  She
has a vague geaeral Zope, rather than a firm
and wellgrounded fuith,  20d. If this be
trug, is it surprising that her cfiorts are few
aed per success limited ! Listless prayer
202 kelf way cflort, proceeding from sucha
state of mind, could hardly expecta greater
reweri? 3rd. Would not a uew impulse
be givea to this cause if the Church only
believed 13 she ought? Her opinions are,
in the main, correct ; but her faith is notin

proportion. Hence the work moves heavily.
But it all bdieved, they would agonize toge-
ther in prayer—give liberally—send their
messengers everywhere, and the Lord, we
are coutident, would speedily set up his
house upon the tops of the mountains, caus-
ingr all nations to tlow into it. Oh, that all
her members were in possession of this
fuith.
TRANSFORMING GRACE.

It was o beantiful commentary which a
poor African woman, newly awakened to
seek after the Saviour, gave upon the words
of the prophet Isaialy, in the cleventh chap-
ter. from the 6th to the 9th verse.  She be-
longed to a tribe of the Bechuanas, and
wiats one of the first thirty disciples of our
blessed Lord in thae ouee dark and burren
wilderness.

She came to the missionary on the morn-
ing afterone of the missionary prayer-meet-
ings, and said, “ 1 have somewhat to say.”
Her teacher encouraged her to do so.  She
hesitated—her  modest  diffidence needed
more encouragement, and she received it
She said, * 1 was going to talk to you about
the Word of God—1 could not understand
you last nigght. I never heard the Word of
God as 1 did last night?  © T asked,” said
the missionary, *what struck her particu-
larly? 4 Ob,” she replied, “1 could not
understand it; it was not what 1 had heard
before.” ‘The cleventh chapter of Isaiah
was altogether new to her.  She said, *=1
have heen thinking about it all night.
could not sleep.® I asked” he continues,
“whether it was that portion which I had
expounded. or that 1 had only read 7 She
replied, * What you unfolded, I understood;
1 could not o wroug because you put words
into my ears. It was that which you did
not expound.’ * e had only expounded
the first five verses of the chapter.  He ask-
od, “What was {t? A good memory
ciabled her to repeat nearly the very words
she had heard. = *The wolf <hall Iic down
with the lamb.) 1 do not know, she
said, “what kind of wolves they are in your
country, hut I know our wolves will not lic
down with the lambs till they have devour-
ed them all. ¢ The leopard shall lie down
with the kil I do netkunow what leopards
they are in your country, bt ours will not
lie down with the kils, tilt they have caten
thanup.  Again, * The calf aud the young
lion and the fatling togcther, and a little
child shall lead them.!  Now that is like
bearing the point of one needle on wnother
—it camnot stand there; this is puzzling a
person, sl I know God does not intend
to puzzle us. It makes things altogetherin
confusion; it makes darkuess; I cannot
understand it.  * And the cow and the bear
shall feed, their young ones shall lic down
together, and the lion shall eat straw like
theox. This issurprising ! Ido not know
what kind of lions you have, but T know
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- hat our lions will not eat straw till they
» Juve first caten the ox.  But what wmakes
me wonder most,” she continued, “is this,
'~ “'I'he sucking child shall play on the hole
of the asp, and the weaned ehild shall put
o hig hand on the cockatriee’ den” The
s missionary had translated the cockatrice
hy the word shueshuane, a little deadly biting
s serpent. “The idea she veplied, “of o
man, or a woman. or a child. putting their
hand into the hole of the shueshuane and
~living, how can these things be?  This is
puzzling; [ cannot understand itt”? 1le
begged her to tell him what she had been
. thinking about. for he saw she had been
. thinking. e wished her to state the exer-
cises of her mind, and the conclusions to
which she had come. *You will only
sinile at me.” she replied.  IHe said, T will
not smile. *Jow can you ask me?* she
wided.  **"The light shines upon you from
this side, and that side, and behind and be-
fore—you are surrounded with light; but
as for me, it is only the rays of the sun, just
rising, which light on me. Ali! you wounld
only smile at my simplicity 1 ¢ No, T will
not  smile. Tell me what were your
thonghts.”  After some hesitation, she said:
“Do the leopard, and the lion, and the
shueshuane, mean men and women of such
and such a character ; men like lions, who
have been changed into the nature of lambs,
and put into the Church of Christt® Pres-
sing her hand to her bosom. the tears trick-
lingr over her cheeks, she said, ¥ Was not 1
like a wolf; did not I possess the very na-
ture of the lion, and the poison of the
shueshuane, until the gospel changed this
Treart of mine 7

Contributions to the Profest
sorial Fund.

B ruglastown, Miramichi, N.B.
Miss Johnston, collector,

William Park, £0 10
William Masterton, 1
Captain Smith, 12
George McNeil 5
Captain Owen 5

Captain McCallum,
James Johnston, 5
John Graham 5
Mr. Livingston, 5
5
4

10

Mr. John Grquhart,
A Friend,

DONOQOOVONIWOOOTOOQOMOO

A Friend, 3 13
A Friend, 2
George Kerr, Esq. 50
Robert T, Millar, 5
Alexander Jessamine, 5
Charles Marzhall 5
David Johnston, 10
AMrs. Renney, 2
Christopher Wishart, 5
William Reid, 2
L£10 s 14

Gl

Wallace.
Miss Mary Macfarlane, collector.
John Macfarlane, Esq. £0
John Waungh,
David C. King,
John Graham,
Daniel Dewar,

—— L e A N
(4]

Smith Seaman, 3
John Simpson, 73
John Stewart, 7%
Andrew Redpath, 3 14
Donald MeRay 7%
1 39
Miss Hannah Waugh, collector, e 6
W. W. Wangh, Esq. 10 o
W. Wauga, junior, 5 0
Margarer I. Waugh, 2 6
Mr. Denald Robertson, 8 0
A Friend, 4 0
Fricnd Danicl, 1 3
Kenneth McLean, 3%
Rev. John Munro, 2 0 0
313 6}

Miss Margaret J. Kerr, collector,
W. D. Davidson

A Friend.

Samuel Betts.

Mantin B. 1. Kerr,

Robert Reid,

James Chambers,

o U R R
()

Mise Gruber, 3
A ¥riend, B
Richard Scott, 3
17 8

Donall McLead, collentor 5 0
David McKay 50
Alexander McKay, 50
Miss Barbara Simpson 2 6
Mrs. McLeod, 2 6
W. McDonald 5 0
Malcolm MeDonald, 5 0
‘Thomas Simpson 6 0
Malcolm McLeod, 10 0
Norman McLcod, Esq., 50
John Reid, 50
216 O

‘W. W.Waven, Treasurer.

Lake Ainslie, C. B.
Charles McDonald, Treasurer, £0 5 0

Hugh McMillan, 511}
ITugh McDougall, 50
Malcolm McMillan, 12 6
Duncan Robertson 2113
Archibald MeDonald, 9 6
Hugh Campbell, Esq. 10 0
William Hamilton, 1104
John McInnis, 6 1
John McMillan, 2 6
DNonald McKinnon 6 3
Edward McFaddyen, 3 4
Angus McDougall, oo, 5 3%
Archibald McKinnon 5 5
Arvchibald McKay 5 33
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Donald McKay
Alexander McLean
Widow McMillan

Angus MeMillan

John MeDougall. collected
John MeLean

Anguas McLean
Alexander McKinnon

Donald MeLean, Morgan River,

James McLean

Allan MeKinnon,
Alexander MceDonaid

John MeLean,

Lauchlan McKinnen

Neal MceMillan,

Joha MeMillan, collector
Neal MeMitlan

Angus McSwane

John McKay, Widow’s Son

3 13
11
5 7
5 0
8 9
26
D 05
6 3
5 0
1 8
5 13
3 1}
5 0
2 6
1 3
2 6
1 3
1 3
1 6%
£7 11 3%

Rack Settiemeat, Lochaber.

Alexander Stewart, collector,

Robert Stewart, Elder,
John Stewart,

George Manson
Alexander Stewart
wohn McLauchlan,
Donald MeKinnon
Donald Stewart,

John McKinnon,

John Lamond,

Allan Cumming, collector,
Allan Cumming

Duncan MeGrigor

Johun Camming

Angus McNaughten
Alexander McGregor,

John McNeil, collector
Hugh McNeil
Alexander McIntosh,
Donald McMillan,
Dougald McMillan
Georgo Hally,

Donald Sinclair, collector,
Rev. Alexander Cuwmpbell,
Donald Sinclair,

John Forbes,

Donald Henderson
Wilham Sinclair, Teacher,

Williwm Sinclair, Teacher, 1849

Mrs. A. Campbell,
Maus. E. Sutherlaud,
Janet Sinclair,

Mrs. J. Forbes,
Isabela Forbes,
Christy Sinclair
Mrs D. Sinclair,

Five Shillings .cmaining, 1849

1

3 5 5} Murdoch Sutherland, ¥. C. M.

-
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5
2
1
1
2
1
5
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2
5
o
1]
7
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5
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Donald Stewart, collector,
Donuld Cameron,
John Macmillun,

Mrs. Cumming, collector.

Mrs. Cumining,
Livingston,
MacGrigor,
MacGrigor,

AMrs. ID. Cameron, Collector,
D. McMillan,
. Cameron,
A. Stewart,
J. Stewart,
A. Stewart,
B. Stewart,
A. Haiabert,

Mys., WL McMillan, collector,
Dougald McMiltan,
J. MeMiilan,
. McMillag,
II. MecNeil,
Widow MeMillan
A. Macintosh,

Mrs. R. Stewart, collecter,
J. Stewart,
J. Ingles,

A. Cameron,

Douald Gunn collected
Robert Stewart, junr.

Total,

DoxaLp MackiNxox, Treasurer.
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£11 11

Mary Ann Ferguson, collector £0 5

Mrs. D. Ferguson,
Jane Ferguson,
William Romans,
Murdoch McKenzie,
John Yorston :
Captain William Ross,
Benjamin McLeod,
A. D. Gordon,
‘Thoinas Murdoch,
R. P. Grant,

J.'T. Ives,

Joseph McNeil,
Alexander Rose,

A Friend,

John Hamilton
A.J. Patterson,
John Holmes, Esq.,
A Friend,

Donald Munro,
Heetor McMillan,
James Adamson,
A. G. McKay,
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Jolm McKinuon,

Charles McDonald,
Captain Thomas Graham,
Captain James McKinnon,
Willinm McKay

James MceDonald,

Hector MeQuarry,
Donald Fraser,

A Friend,

Ronald Stewart,

A Friend,

A Friend,

A Friend,

Captain Curric,

W. H. Iarris,

7

Elizabeth McTaren, Collector,
Mrs. McLaren

Mrs. James McDonald,
William Ross,

Mrs. William Ross,

Isabella Ross,

John Ross,

¢ William Ross,

Lllen Ross,
A Friend,

- A Friend,
R. P. Grant,

Mr. Norton, A. C.
A Friend,

A Friend,

Mrs. Anderson,

. A Friend,

Mrs. Kiskwood,
William Heury,

- John Rose,

David McGuigor
Mrs. Cameron
Margaret McIherson,

* Jessie Murray,

Mary Ross,

: Nancy Stepbens5n,

Mary McKay,

Mrs. Wilson,

Mrs. A, Cameron,
Margaret Sutherland,
Elizabeth Baunerman,
Dougald McLellan,
Mrs. McLelan

Mrs. A. Anderson,

A Friend, |
Matilda Walker,
Mary McKinnon,
Jane McDonald,

A Friend,

T. M.

William McKenzic,
Jaget McDonald

Miss Eliza Robertson, collector,
Mrs. Andrew Robertson,

John Proudfoot,

Peter McDonold,

Donald Ross,

A Friend,

Jennet McDonald.

50
10 0
1 3
3 13
5 0
2 6
1 6
5 0

73
1 38
39
2 6
1 38
2 6
2 6
6 10
5 0
5 0
50
10 0
10 0
20
10
10
1 6
3 14
2 6
5 0
10 5

24

6
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3
1
5
2

4
00
5 9
5 0
50
2 6
5 0

Muargaret McKenzic.
A Friend,
A Yriend

CARRIBOO RIVER.

Miss Catherine McKenzie, collector,

Martha McKenzie,
Anabetla McKenzie,
Mrs. Christina McKenzie,
Niel McKenzie,
John McKenzie,
Mrs. Mary McKenzie,
Miss Hughina Morrison,
Mra. Helen Meleod.
Flora McAulay,
Miss Donaldina McKenzie,
Isabella McBenzie,
George MeKenzie, senr,
George McKenzie, junr.
Mrs. Janet McKenzie,
Simon McLean,
James Harris, junr.

Miss Phillis Munro, collector
William Munro

James Muuro,

George Redpath

Donald Mackay,

Alexander Mackay,

William Mackay,

Robert McLeod

John Chisholm,

Miss Janet Colquhoun, collector,

Archibald McLcod,

Oliver Redpath,

Mrs. Flora McQuarrie,
Anne McKenzie,

Miss Isabella McKenzie,
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DoxaLp Fercusox, Treasurer.

New London, P. E. 1.

George McKay
Wm. McKay

A. McKenzie
Alexr. McKay
Mclie Camx') 11
George McKay
A. McKay

J. McKay

‘Wm. Mackintosh
A. McKinnon
John Smith

H. McKay
James McKay
M. McLearn
‘Wm. McKay

H. McKay

L. McLeod

A. Sutherland
N. McKay

S5
5
2
3
6
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T.. McKay 20

Win, McKay 34

C. Starding 3

J. Morison 2 6

J. Sutherland 20
Total £3 9 4

Gronrcn McKay. Treasurer.

CONTERTS. Page
Where shall wisdoin be found ? 49

Deacons. 54
Free Chureh College. Halilax, 33

Juvenile Missionary Assoviation, Wal-

hace, &e.. B0
Free Preshytery of Halifax, 56

Extracts from 1, ead 1. Lecord of the
Free Church,
Tharrig,
Pesth,
Extraet from Canada Record.
Ordination of the Rev. A Wilson,
Extracts from * Foreign Missionary,”
Prestypterian Church, U- 5.
Province of faith in the work of
Missions,
Transforming Grace.
Contributions to the Professarial Eund,
Advertisements,

SCHEVES OF THE CIIGRCH.
The following sums have been received:
CuRRENT ExpPexsES OF COLLEGE.

60
60
61
64

TLunenburg, additional £0 0 7}
Sackville, 0 9 0
St. John, N.B., Mr. Thomson's

congregation, 710 0
Back Settlement of Lochaber,

additional 016 9
Sydney Mines, 21 2
Boularderie, 1 40

W. S. Stirrixne, Treasurer.

Free Church of Nova Scotia.

HOME MISSION SCHEME.

Y appoinmment of the Synod of the

Free Church of Nova Scotia, the annu-
al coliection for the HOWE MISSION
SCHE E is to be made in all the Congre-
gations and Missionary Stations in the
bounds of the Synod, on the rirsT San-
BATH OF XAy. Ministers, Probationers,
Catcchists, &c.. are expeeted to intimate
said collection on the last Sabbath of Apri),
to explain the object of the Scheme, and to
enforce its claims on the liberality of the
Members and Adherents of the Free Church,

Halifax, 18th Mareh, 1851
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No 16 Granville 8¢, Halifax,N\S.
A, & W, MACKINLAY,
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

Booksellers & Stationers,

AVE constantly on hand a choice and
]:Icw-nsivc astortment of BOOKS AND
STATIONARY of cevery deseriptlon, a-
mongst which are, Day Books, Journals,
Ledgers. and Memorauda Books; Pat,
Post, Foolseap. and every deseription of
writing papers. Note paper, Drawing paper,
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Board, Nories Navigation, Thompson’s Lu-
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tion, Lennies Grammar, Chamber’s Educa-
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her's Papers for the People, Bibles, Testa-
ments, Prayer Books. Slates & Pencils, Ink,
and Inkpowders, Playing Cards, Fram-
ed  Engravings.—Arso—an assortment of
sSalmon & Trout Flics, Rods, Reels & Lines.

Morison’s Universal Medicine,
Sold in Halifax, only by .
A & W. MACKINLAY,
General Agents for Nova Scotix.

JOIIN ESSON & CO.
Corner of Dulee and Barrington Strects.
GENERAL IMPoRTERS & DEALERS 1M
Flour, Meal, Groceries, Fish,
Fishing Supplies, West
India Produce, &c.
HALIFAX, N. S.
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