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The Saturday Evening Visitor ;
¢y @yean Fawilp ager,

DEVOTED TO TEMPERANCE, E

DUCATION, MORALITY, &c. &c

3 THE WAYSIDE,
Ao address, delivered before the Halifax Temperance
Society, by I¥. M. Brown.

2 When hoary winter has passed away, and the vernal Sun
Byt daily incroasing strength, disrobes the Earth of its
Butlo of whice; then the ice. Lound rivulet and the rolling
-1, once mare set free, a4 rejoicing in their diberty, bear
& kst of willing trnLutaries onward to the mighty main. !
f{ie gonial rains are poured pleatifully into the bosoms of l
x ficlds, and the husbundman prepares tise loosened soil, |
Bea scattors his seed ; in due time the teuder blade appears,
e profusion rewerding his toil and sustaining his hope.
A sature teems with budding beau'y, and like s bounding
Bt ddights in its new and happy existence: rock, hill
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CORRESPGNDENCE. itnlc of wondrous moment to the httle circle, now retiring

to their dwelling ; where pleasant looks and words of Jove
tell of joy decp scated and the heart sinsere. At the gate
beyond, withgis grandson by the hand, stands the father
of tha village.® Revered by his friends, beloved by bis off-
spﬂ%, in pessession of all the needful comforts of carth,
anc thjoying places of trust and confidence; his delight is
to comfort the mourners, and like his Heavenly Father, he
deeth good even ta the evil and the unthankful—

«Thus on he moves to meet his latter end,

Angels around befriending Virtue's friend 3

Sinks to the grave with unperceived decay,

While resignation gently slopes the way ;.

Aund all his prospects brighten'ing to the last,

His Heav'n commences eve the world be past.”

Here stands the house of Prayer and the School house,

and there is the burial ground, where rvest the ashes of

&z scem vyeing with cach other for pre-eminence in | come, who, unknown to fame, fought the good fight” and
wlicess. Trces and shrubs appear in robes of leaf und : finished their course with joy. Near at hand is the licensed
o, of varied shades and infinite diversity of form and | grog house of this peaceful neighbourhood, and many a
B, and the Wayside sward in its new attire of emerald yheart-byoken mothor as she passes, sorrows more at the
R ishtaess, is courting the attention of the traveller.  The recollection of the moral degradation and awfal destly of her

#{ylating and sometimes shady banks on either hand, ave !
Brolly eovered with flowers, naturd’s voluntary bestow.
s, of every size and colour, and sweetly intermingled’s ‘
Seightfol in odour and levely to view, they captivate thet
@7 and elevate the soul. {
B 1are the sweet fern and the thistle appear most _ romi-
B§::t, and are striving to excel each other in stature; and

here the Mayflower, with others of niodest and delicate

=2 5, is contendin:,: with its more lofty and showy rivals|
g the warm attentions of the youtbful Sun; while the
B-azrcen entwined amid the clustering leaves, seems the
wiary adornment to the fuuitiess combivation.  “fhe
czy mossbank charms with its deep anu varying green-
<; while above, the spreading Becech tree lends a pleasing
zard gentle and joyously.  Iere the feathered songsters
s “pour forth their fitde souls™—and the wayside
v Tesonnds with melody.

¥alling from the roek, the cool and gratefu! rill ifavites
B naeser by, and rushes to his lip with foaming exstacy.
¥ Catle, with sheep, and buutiful lambs in the very spring
< peide of theit tottering prettiness™ ave regaling on the
¢:is of the spontancous and luzuriant herbage.

% &l these, and many mote, are ‘ 2¢ delights of the lonely
da in the spring time, while the populous parts dis.
v their peculiar features; warming tho heart to social
zand the pleasures of domestic life, and melting it with
xthy for the unfortunate.  The flower garden, well
ed, in front of the whitewashed cottage, shows the
ind industry of the occupants; and a throng of lovely
lren Tushing forth, are2shappy as the lambs with whom
7 gambol on the wayside.  Delighited, they meet their

desire.
!
the tale of * their true Jove,” and in courtship to theiv ! ings of various descriptions, all exercising by the 2id of

t rituraing to his home, 21l clamorous to relate some

cnce loved oncs than for her own bereavement.  Tlie Lle.
mon Intemperatice extends bis sway to the distant village
and tnéTovTy thmitt, sorrosrand povériyfillow hisshpay
the widow pines in solitude and destitution ; her children
are gone from her side and scattered abroad in a enld and
heastless world, and the husband of her youth is among the
many victims in the churchyard.

‘The wayside is the grand observatory of life,  From the
cradle to the grave, in every possiblo variety of circums
stances, tie sons and daughters of the human family, intent
ou therr pleasures. their profits, or their cherities, with
every thade of motive, in cvery fashion of habilimnent, and
couutluss pecultaritics of form and feature, are alt moving
to and fro in the great highways, in the pursuit of some real

%2 at the noonday, sud bending to the brecze, bears itlor fancied good, which escites their avarice or provokes

These wayside:, in Town, arecrowded with bujld-

their proprietors or cecupants a power for good or ill, and
proving a real benefit or injury to all who frequent them.
There with a goodly array of bottles is the Dsug shop,
where potent pilt and powder may be had for a few pence,
that may set pain and infirmity at defiance, and keep tho
King of Terrovs at a respectful distance. The advertizing
profescars delight in cases of difficulty, they solemnly affirm
that their pills were never known to want suceess ; and not-
withstanding all this, there are wany here who now and
then think proper to be sick,  Near hirq is the Tailor, who
with sheacs and pad can make up a shoulder, and delights
in the charitable work of restoring the human form to its
pristine beauty and symmetry,  There is the politician who
tives for the public good, and enjoys but little peace ot cora-
fort himself; wainly hoping, with the decayed msterials of
unsanctified humanity, to ercet a structurve perfect in its
propestions and caduzing as the heavens. The Theatre,
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that professed school of Virtue, wiih its declining glorics, still
holds its placs by the wayside, and there the Juggler some-
times verforms his wondrous feats ; while the Lawyer and
the Artizan, the Merchant and the Shopman, the Butcher
and the Baker, cach intent upon their goins, eagerly and
anxiously pursue their avocations ; many Jugglers in their
way, living by the sleight of hand or head, and with
others, active and needful parts in the great civilized
and social edifice, pillered and supported by the real or
imaginary wants of their fellows,

There is the dram shop in the centre of a poor neighbour-
hood, drsining its tesources and supplying the madden-
ing bowl; while the rags and the filth, the moral debase-
ment, the pauperism, the naked and puny children, hungry,
cold and ignorant, that abouna in the vicinity, show its
melancholy influence, its withering effects.  Then there is
the respectable grocery, where nicely sealed and labelled the
dangerous messenger issues forth, and is conveyed to the
dwellings of the rich in the more fashionable waysides.
The sturdy idler, with his bloated visage, gives a piteous
account of his marvellous afilictions ; theshipwreck in which
he lost Lis health and his meney; his theumatisms, his sick
wife or starving children ; while his tell tale breath lessens
the effect, and shews the chief cause of the poor wretch’s
many woes and infirmities, There, by the wagyside
with hes helpless innocents, and in the incicment
season, may sometimes be seen the wife of the poor emi-
grasi; strangers in a strange land, insearch of their earthly
protector, and meeting the frowns of a cold world. Whe
can withhold the much needed pittance from these clildren
of sorrow ?

But to enumcrate all that the obsorvant eye might notice,
and that the reflective man would profit by, is a task quite
beyond what the limits of this address will allow. The
house of Prayer in many places raises its tall spire by the
wayside, and the thronging multitudes that pursue their
way there on the Sabbath, each where his heart approves, is
ane of the many tokeas of the favorsd circumstances in
which we are placed.  Scarce less important is the Sabbath
school, where infant hearts and voices are instructed in the
praise of Him, who requires tlie purity of childhood in all
his accepted worshippers. Then the Religious book repc-
gitory, the Mechanic’s Institute and the Literary Society
are all objects woithy of your attention; and keze by the
wayside, in this humble building we meet in peace and I
hope in a right mind to aid the cause of Temperance.

Here we invite the voung to come and unite with us for
their own preservation, and from the Holy principle of
Christian Love, that others may profit by their example.
Their unblemished minds and honest hearts at once assent
to truths and motives so palpable and noble; and by such
evidence as this we are confirmed *n our views and repaid
for our toil. Here we relate our own experience of the
benefits of a temperate 1if, snd present abundant testimony
from & bost of witnesses, invincibly conelusive in our favour,
and silencing the gainsayers.  Ours isnot an association of
persons who caanot refrain from the deadly draught with:-
out solcmn pledges, but we are ucged onward in the good
work that evil and woe may be prevented. W have seen
much by the wayside; we have read, we bhave heard by tale
and history of men running counter to all the regulations of

nature ; of fires,murders, shipwrecks, tunacy, Sabbath breat.
ing, unkindness to parents, unmerciful treatment of chil.
dren 3 all that is shocking to humanity and vistue and sub.
versive of order; all that can embitter life and caug,
destruction of property ; «ll thesc are the offipring of b
baneful habit of taking Strong Drink. Aud thus isthy
goodly ‘Temple of Nature, of which we are for a time the
privileged occupants, made the very autipodes of that scens
of blessedness and purity in which our first parents wir,
placed, by the abundant grace and goodness of their divire
and beneficent Creator.

And can any (with these awful conseq 80 apparent
as to be wholly undeniable) feel sure that he will neves be
an actor in these infernal orgies, while he employs to any
extent the fiery agent that produces then?  Those why
have fallen were once as strong as you, and perhaps, with
boastful and deriding words assailed the man of abstinence;
but they have given melancholy proof that * Touch not,
taste not, handle not,” is the motto of the prudent, «nd
therefore we say * Let him that thinketh he standeth taks
heed lest he fall.”  Oursisalso a moral compuct to unlooe
the futters of the Drunkard, to raisc his fallen intelleet, hezl
his moral sickuess, and to pour the healing balm of hop
and joy into the almost broken heart of the despairing wify
and aged mother. ¢ Union is strengtk,™ and by our fre.
quent meetings and combined efforts, we shall progres
more rapidly towards the accomplishment of our wishes,
1We believe that *¢ Water is as well adapted to man's nate.
ral appetite, as to the physical wants of his organs. Itis
the grand beverage of organized nature.” ~ The huge Ele
phant, “with gentle might enaowed,” needs not the aid of
aleohol for the support of his frame; the Deer is fleet of
foot, und the bounding Lion and Tiger are vigorous a}
agile without it; so man, when he conforms to nature, and
consults only the real wants of his bfdy, finds improvad
health, unruffled temper, increased buoyancy of spirits, acd
is freed from many evils that a contrary course would bricg
inevitably upon kim.

I have much pleasure in stating, that the year which s
now drawing to u close has produced much to encourcg
the friends of Temperance. The highest Medical authori.
ties have declared l;nnnimous]y in favour of our principles,
and recommended our praetice. Many able works hare
issucd from the press, and operated on the whole massof
society. The grand divisicn of the Teetotal Army unda
the Reverend Father Matthew is now increased to fie
millions in number, many distilleries have been closed, 2z
public entertainments and festivals in populous cities, hare
passed unstained by riot or by crime.  In the neighbouriz;
Republic, the celebration of their independence on th
Anniversary last past, was marked by a mor2 rational rejoie
ing than any former occasion exhibited : and here in ez
little Province, which is but 3 Wayside of the great Ex.
pire to which we gloty in being attached, we sec abundar!
cause for a cheerful continuation of our labours. We mif
enumcrate, the increasing demand for Temperance pobliss
tions, to which I can bear joyful witness. The formatic
of many new societies, and revival of old ones.  The grony
ing impertance of our own association, numbering 5
members moro than when the year bogan,  The condus:
tors of the public journals arc ever ready to give their pov.
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jerful assistance,  The Venerable Bishap and the Clergy of
the Romaun Catholic Church have come forth as strong wnen
to the contest ; and have overthrown customs, which had
their strong holds in the solcmn and joyous reuollec.
tians of men, being associated in the mind with loved and
bonored beings who had long passed away. Holy men
telonging to other portions of the Christian Churceh, have
teen and are now with us in the work, We have a dili-
24 committee, our meetings are more frequent and better
sttended, we have missionarics employed, and we shall soon
ksve a periodical to proclaim the progress of the work of
Love. The Medals that are worn as tokens of Membership
erince a pride in the principle and zeal for its extension.
Gratitude for our own preservation should appear in our
ceaduct; an approving conscience and the blessings of the
reformed are our reward; and we always feel pleased and
encouraged when we see so many fair and happy faces in
aar little Temperance meeting at the Wayside.

For the Visitor.
A SKETCH.
It was a cald December night,
The snow fell thick and fast,
And my heart was sad for all exposed,
To <hat keen, wintry blast !
But I looked into a pleasant home,
Well sheltered from the breeze,—
It was not the ahade of state,
But that of wealth and ease,
The eve's repast was on the board,
The fire was glowing bright,
And round the crimson drap'ried walls,
It shed a cheerful light.
A lovely woman I beheld,
And, seated by her side,
Wes he, who, happy years ago,
Had claimed her as his bride.
The merry tones of children there,
Were ringing, glad and free,
Ae they clung unto their father's arm,
Or sported round his knee,—
And as he view'd their hapyy play,
And press'd each dimpled cheek,
The parent's and the hnsband’s pride,
Werc more than words could speak.
One thing alone I saw, that cause
For sorrow could afford,
Tke wine cup, like ¢ serpent's eye,
Was gleaming on she board !
As night doew on, the sounds of praise
Ascended sweetly there,
And then each little hand was clasped,
Each bright head bowed in prayer ;—
T saw the pareuts bless their babes,
I heard the food ¢ Good night,”
And scon those happy forms were wrapt,
In slumbers, calm and light.

Agnin had Winter bared she trecs.
And robed thie fields in snow,

The sky was dark with heavy clouds,
A piercing wird did blos.

et e S ————vegetyeT A"

In a small room, around a fire,
Which threatened soon to fail,

A little group of children stoud,
With hollow cheeks and pale:

‘The joyous, bound.ng, heart of youth,
Scemed to have left cach form,

As ever and anon they looked
Out on the driving storm |

Their heart-sick mother sat beside,
Her infant's little bed,

It turned its tearful eyes to her's,
Aand feebly asked for bread,—

She raised it in her arms, and clasped
It closely to her breast,

While o'er it fell the bitter tears,
Which long had been repress'd.

She was the once fair, happy, wife,
But, Oh, how alter'd now !

The rose had left her cheek, and care
Was written on her brow. —

What wonder, if, while roved her eyes,
Around that cheerless scene,

And mem’ry conjured up the thoughte,
Of what she once had been,—

In the recesses of hes heart,
The fatal canse she cursed,

Which robb'd of ev'ry comfort, these,
Iu luxury, once nursed.

But not for her own pain or care,
Did that sad woman mourn,.-

Hardship and toil, without & sigh,
She carefully had berne !

But thus to see the blight of shame,
Upon hier children cast;

To see, into a drunkard’s grave,
Her husband sinking fast ;—

O, this it was that wrung her hesrt
With deepest, direst, woe;

This caused, when all avound was still,
The bitter tears to flow !

But, hark | her husband’s step.—paor babes,
Why run ye not to greet,

Your father’s form ? why place ye not
flis old accustomed seat ?

Is it 2 dréam, or standeth he
Indeed, before me now ?

Gone is the proud and stately step,
The high, commanding, brow !

And althaugh altered be his form,
By that debasing sin ;

Yet oh, more strangely, sadly, changed,
The mind, the man within !

The joys of home, of love, afford
No pleasura to his soul,~—

Beast-like, he turns from them, to zeek,
To drain, the madd’ning bowl:—

Ascended once within bis home,
The sound of praise and prayer,

Ah, now the drunkard's song alone,

.. The drunkard's oath are there!

Ask ye what wrought this fearful change ?
He loved to see the wine




-

THE VISITOR.

Upon his hospitable brard,
With dangerous lustre shine.

He knew the mischief it had wrought,
Yet, futile boast and vain !

* The weak may fall,” ho proudly cried,
¢ I can mysclf vestrain §*

And sleeping thus, in funcied strength,
On ruin's verge he ran,

He woke, to find himsclf, alas!
A fallen, fe'tered, man!

Remorse is knawing at bis heart,
While ever to bis cye,

When reason reigns, present themselves,
Thae scenes of days gone by.

And when, their stinging menory,
To still he vainly trics,

Back te the baueful curso of all,
Despairingly he flies !

Curse of mankind ! thou fruitful source
Of pain, of crime, and woe !
When shall thy pois'nous waters ccase,
O'cr this fair carth to flow ?
Pleasant and beautiful it is
When round the graceful vine,
In rich luxuriance, we sce
The purple clusters twine,
But when the gift, which Gob hestowed,
@ The fevered lip to covl,
15 wrought, by demon art, to turn
A man into & fool !
Nay | worse than fool, a very brutef
To drown in sensual joy,
The gifts of soul, he should, to serve
His fellow men employ ;
T'o close his breast to sympathy ;
‘To tura into a hell,
The home whera peaze and comfort ought,
Alone, for ever dwell,—
Haowe'er enticingly and bright
The treacherous cup inay flow
Sick'ning, we turn from thee, and loathe,
The source of sin and woc.
Sazan.

Halifax, N. S., January, 1842,

[We have much pleasure in presenting our readers with
the above beautiful Sketch,-—it includes fine painting, deep
thought, and excelient miorals. May Sarah's abilities be
ever devoted to causes which will give pleasure and bonour,

that mere literary success cannot command. ]—Eo,
®

For the Visitor.
CHANGES.

How have the sages passed away from Earth,
Leaving less trace, save in their storied works,
Than the pale vapour which, at gentle dawn,
Shrouds copse and strcam, but cre the swair awakes
Melts valueless into the sunny air.

Shakespeare and Milton, and the brilliant trains
Which link them with the earliest age, and us
With them, like statues in a vista's depth,

Each potent in his day, cach central point

of man)" hearts— which seemed, hanmonious, fixed,
As the sun’s system—all have passed nway,
Like the quick spark steuck by the courser’s heel.

Alas! for mun, how great with pride and eare—
3o talks as if Lis circle and himself
Comprised all being, yet, a flecting space
Sces his whole gencration erewd the tombs.
So with our time; as passed our fathers, we
Must pass, leaving our landmarks on the tide
For our descendants 3 and they, in their turn—
After bricf converse of the ancient men
Whose inonuments adora their temple walls—
Will also shirink into the nmrow houte,
Ah! what, if this be lity, is life's amount ?
A dreaw, an idle tale, a puinted scene,
Passing away as time rolls up the scroll.

Tor generations does oblivion wait?
Alas ! our own com-patriots have become
The spivits of the pact.  Witness the names
Of Scott and Byron, aud the courtly throng
These stars illumined,—yesterday their spheres
Were best and brightest with all gilded care,
‘To.day, in darkaess, silence, slecp of death !

Oppressive change,—humiliating fate,—

How shrinks the pomp of life from such review !
Like occan waves men pass; the gath'ring swells
Roll on, important,—curl in foamy pride,

As snowy plumes above a battle ph',

Then break, and fall, and blend in mav. ‘ess gloom,
Such is carth’s nature,—fleeting, fuiling, a:l ;—
But this Aceldema is not the whole !

From clouds, and waves, and vapours, leok beyond
‘To the high world which kuows no death, or night ;
That vindicates our destiny ; there meet
The travellers who o'er the road of time
Fosted so hurriedly, That is their home;

And there cach fleeting yeur deposits safe

The treasures which on earth were wailed as lost.
‘Then let the changes roll, if we but pass

Our trial worthily, what rapturous scencs,
Stablo as heav'n, await our cxit hence :

What ineetings, converse, admiration, love,

Full satisfaction, deep repose, delight,—
Admitted to the host who through all time
Have been exhaled from earth,—to angel bands
Who knew not sin or death,—and to the vast
Ecstatic visiou of the Lmpyrean Throne.

[The expressions—¢ Ak what, if this be life, &e.”
“That vindicatesour destiny, &c.”—remind of lines met wit;
the writer believes, in Young's Night Thoughts.
imitation, if imitation there be, was unintentional, and edly
recognized on a tecond reading. The recollection of
lines altuded to is not sufficient for quotation. | v

Ax Exasrrr.-—A dealer in spiritunus liquors, in at
in Liacoln couaty, was a week or more since in B
purchasing a winter stock of “fire water,” But er
captain to whom he applied for freight, refused to have 2
thing to do with it, declaring that they would rather tb
vessels should go home in ballast, than be thus.freight
The dealer changed bis sum for corn, and the good pe
have now more nutricigus food and less poisou, -
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TEMPERANCE.

T HALIFAX TEMPERANCE SOCIETY.

(The following information, concerning some of the forins
of the Hulifax Temperance Socicty, muy be intevesting
to persons in the country, and others not previously in-
formed on the subjeet. )

At all meetings of this Snciety, before proceeding to any
tusiness, the President, in a voice that all present way hear,
veads the following form of

rRAvER,
(Prepared by the Rev. Deetor Tulnivg.)

Avstenty and Eternal God ! whose tender wercies are
over all thy works; who openest thine haud and fillest all
things living with plenteousness,—we acknowledge our
oronetiess to abuse thy gifts, and to pervert thy very boun.
ties into an occasion of transgressing against Thee,—En.
lighten, we pray thee, our benighted minds, by the inspira-
tionof thy Haly Spirit ; awaken us to a sense of our respon
ghilities in thy sight; impress upon usa fecling of what we
‘ove to ‘Thee as our Creator and daily Precerver,—the God
inwhom we live, and move, and have our beiug ;~—write
wpon our hearts in deeger and wore enduring chavacters, a
memorial of our infinite obligations for the unspeakable
wercy of offered Redemption and Salvation by Jesus Christ,

Thou hast graciously promised that when two or three
we gathered together in Thy name, thou wilt be in the
midst of them, In Thy name we assemble and meet toge-
tber: and we humbly besevch T'hee to bless this our under-
uking, having for its object our own preservation, and the
aring of others from the awful abyss of Intemperance.
Impatt to us a deep fecling of compassion towards those
who are thus secking death in the error of their ways.
Prosper our efforts fur their benefit ; and enable us both by
erample and precept to use cvery means for their vescue
from that Creadful and debasing Viee against which Thou

tsevealed Thy wrath, Teke away from amoug us all
rejudice, and whatsoever may prevent our hearty union in
is work. And as there is but one Lord, one God and
Father of us all, so may we be united in one bond of truth
d cliatity, to promote Thy glory and the good of our
tlow men. Grant this, O mereiful Father, for Jesus
Christ’s sake our Lord and Saviour, in whose holy name
d words we sum up our imperfect petitions,

Qur Father which art in heaven, &c.

At Public Meetings the Secretary receives the names of
| who wish to join the institution, and they are taken as
embers by assenting to the fullowing form of words, which
spoken by the President,

“Do you, entertaining a deep sense uf the evils of Intem-
rance, and of the powerful and salutary influence of Tem-
rance Ascociations; and desiring to do all that you can
secure both yourself and others from danger, unite your-
LIF with the Halifax Temperance Society ?

j “ Do you pledge yourself, hoping for Divine assistance,
@ abstain from ali intoxicating drinks, (or ardent spirits in
Frery form) as a beverage, and from all traffic in them ; and
& discountenance their use by every judicious means —be-
eving & regard for the welfare of others to be as much a
gt of your duty, as attention to your own ?

“You accept, therefore, the medal of the Society asa
ek of membership, promising fidelity to its rules,—in a
u-it’of unity with its members, and of charity towards all
goen,”

B As the object of all friends of the Temperance cause is
e suppression of Intemperance, the Halifax Society con-
[aues to receive members vn tha first or Temperance piedge,
#d also on the Total Abstinence principle.  The additions
@ the Society of late are mostly of those who adopt the
hil pledge, and all proceedings araong the members for
&« furtherance of their designs are distinguished by a most
geasing forbearance aad hatmony. Tuus, by their com-
Runed efforts, the work progeeds successfully, and verifies

the motto, wiscly ndopted by the Society and impressed on
the medals, viz—* Union is Strength.”

‘Fhe Pledgo is administered in public or in private, Lut
all, upon adopting it in private, are solicited to make a
public acknowledgment ou the first opportunity.

The meetings close by singing the Doxology—

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise him all ereatures here below ;
Praise him alove ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Iloly Ghost.

ST. MARY'S SOCIETY,

Early in the moath of January, 1341, the very Rev.
John Loughuan addressed his congregation on the subject
of T'emperance ; at the conclusion of kis address he remark-
ed that if any twelve individuals would reet him to consult
on the subjeet, he would give it his strenuous support, and
weuld commence “t if but twelve agreed to take the pledge.
About fourteen pesons did wait on him in the course of
the cusuing wees, and after deliberately weighing the sub-
jeet, unanimously decided on the adoption of the Total Abe
stinence Pledge, 25 the surest means of cffecting the object
they bad in view,  "n this decision the Rev. Gentleman
perfectly acquiesced.  Subsequently be was strongly soli-
cited to adopt the wartial pledge, but he adhered to the
opinion of the persc 1s alluded to above.  On the 24th he
announced that weany seemed anxious for the pertial pledge,
but he would on that day try the total, aund if those who
wished the other woull' call on him through the cnsuing
week he would give tho partial one the following Suﬁ,
The unexpected success of the total pledge on that “Uay,
has, up to the present time, silenced the slightest hint on
the subject of a partial one ; the fourteen persons spoken
of above could not on the morningof the ¢ 4th cnunt tweaty
i the parish on whom they could reckon as ready to take the
pledze.  On that afternoon the very Rev. Mr. Loughnan
took: the pledge at the foot of the altar, and immedintely
after administered it to the Rev. Ar. Dease. The effect of
their example was, that four hundred persons took it before
the Rev. gentlemen retired from the altar, and persons contis
nued taking it every Sunday successively, until October,
when the Society numbered 3840 Menabers ; since that timo
the pledge has been given once a month,—in Nos. 38joined,
in Deer, 39, and on first Sunday of January, 53—making
the number of the Suciety now 3970.  On the 24th of July
a fund was established, for the relief of sick members, to
this about nine hundred bave aiready subseribed, the Sub-
scription is but 2s 6d per year, for which the subscribing
member receives, if sick, 7s 6d per week. During the first
three months, nota single application for relief was made ;
since the winter months commenced several families who
hava members sick are receiving the weckly allowance ; the
benefit arising from this fund is incaleulable ;—there are
sufficient funds at present at the disposal of the Committee
to mect in all probability the exigenies of the winter.

PORM OF TAKING THE PLEDGE.

The President reads the wordsof the pledge aloud from
the altar, they are as fullow . ¢ I promise to abstain from alt
intosicating drinks, &c. except used DMedicinally and by
order of Medical men, and discountenance tha cnuse and
practice of intemperance.” The persons who intend taking
the pledge then come forward to the foot of the alar, four
or sit at a time, when the President asks them, do they un-



(4]

o

THE VISITOR.

e —

derstand what they are sbout to do,—being answered inthe
affirmative, he gives the pledge, they pass on, and have their
names cntered in the hook of the Society,— Com,

TEMPERANCE M{SSIONARY MEETIXNG.

If ever an oceasion offered on whicl the friends of this
good cause could reioice, the above named meeting which
took place on the eveuing of the 20th ult. was one. The
degree of plensure there communicated and felt was more
than ordinary mectings, however well conducted, can be ex-
pected to produce.  There were two gentlemen who had
been employed about four months as agents and lecturers,
one in the Eastern and the other in the Western parts of
our highly fuvoured Province. An attentive and very re-
spectable audicnce was waiting a recital of the events that
they had been instrumental in producing, and to hear of
the state of the country gencrally with reference to thig
cause, which has of late becn an object of great interest to
all classes.

Beamish Murdoch, Esq. occupied his usual place in the
chair, and in the choir ahove was a goodly number prepared
to give harmonious expressior: to the animating and loyal
songs composed for the occasion. The numerous attend-
ance of ladies, which was aptly remarked to be a most fu-
vorable omen, with the interest which was felt and exhibit-
ed by all present, gave promise of 2 more exiended scale of
operations in the new year for the accomp’ishment of the
objgets of the institution.

E%e Rev. James Kuowlan, whose labours had been given
in the Western parts, first rose, and gave a clear and brief|
account of his tour, by which it appeared that the total-
abstinence pledge was approved of by nearly all whom he
met as friends of the cause; and Dy his mission, nine
hundred persons were added %o the several Societies
which le visited. He was gladly welcomed in most
P! as a M ger of Mercy, and the mission highly
approved of.  Of the efficacy of missionary labours in this
cause, he has given convincing proof, and means for their
continuance and extension may be expected from the nume-
rous Societics which have been revived and refreshed by his
unwearied labours. The friends of the cause in the Pro-
vince generally, are decply indebted to these two gentlemen,
whose tails have not been remunerated by the trifling sum
which they have received as Salary; and an earnest desire
to do goo must have prompted them to enter upon the
office which they have so faithfully and profitably filled.

The younger missionary Rev. G. J. McDonald who had
traversed a large portion of the Eastern parts, then gave his
testimony of the esteem in which the cause is held, and its
objects approved of, in most places where he journeyed.
He met a friendly reception ; the endeavours of the Halifax
Society to extend the blessings of Temperance were highly
spoken of at meetings ; and by his labours upwards of six
hundred were enrolled in the Ariny of Abstinence,

These truly encouraging accounts, given in a pleasing
menner, made time pass unnoticed, and three hours and 2
half were oceupied, without weariness or impatience being
evinced by any of the numerous persons who were there
congregated.

The Halifax Society has held Curing the year past, thirty-

|ployment; and being relieved from the enormous taxd

be questioned, and as a source of interest alone, these oeca.
sions are worthy the attention of all classes.  dlany reen
to places of public amusement and pay to see performance,
which frequently cause painful reflections after, for the way,
of time end money they have involved ; while an intelle.
tual or moral cutertainment will perhaps be neglected,
which would inform and improve them, and be enjoyeda
far less expense, By attending to these they would haves
present benefit to themselves, and the pleasure of reflecting
that their means and countenance were given to nid in the
promotion of kuowledge and virtue, hy the extensiono;
which alone, they with others, can expect to enjoy any com.
forts or privileges, cither of a sodial or politieal nature,—
Communicated.

EXTRACTS.

Crormxg.—Let all who have cast-off garments of an
description, send them to Mr. W, at the Washington Tem
perance Hall.  No matter if eoats are out at the elbow, ot
trowsers out at the knees.  The Society have a depasitory
of vecond-hand garments, from which they clothe their con
verts taken from the gutters, Previoudly to being putin
store for use, the Martha Washington Temperance Society,
(ladies) and the wives and daughters of the members of the
male associations, mend and put the garments in order,
These cast-off articles are thus made as good as new fortle
purpose of keeping the late wretches, present steady citizens
warm.

The ‘act is, that the Washingtonians are absolutely
claiminy drunkards faster than they can clothe them; andH
the charitable must come forward, and give of their abued,
ance in aid of the cause. ‘T'he Socicty ave tuking the vy
to make true men out of refuse stock. It is easy enoughts
tell a poor miserable wretch that he is one, and he will be}§
lieve it readily enough too. But what can be do abouting
He can’t be respectable till heis cleaned and made whe:
outwardly ; and be can't get the means to effect these nece. g
sary reforms, while, in his debaced situation, the backdB
every hody is turned upon him, and the very dogs scom 8
comfort and assist him. The Washingtonians, by dressin¥
their customers, give them a new capital to start temperanayy
on; and the consequence is, that eight out of ten forgoe
men, kicked aside by the world to rot as rubbish, pror§
when reclaimed and clothed, generally good citizens. [

Another great day’s work was done by the tee-total'ng
on the dock vesterday. Seventy men, or thereabouts, ot
the pledge, ard the most necdy of them were clothed, 1§
are this day facing the premonitory winter blasts, vt}
warmer and more comfortable sensations than they dreand#
of upon Saturday. Nor does the good and charitable volfl
stop with merely clothing these doubly destitute and unfz.3
tunate men.  The assistance of the Society, and of therg
own personal friends, is accorded to provide them with e

intemperance, they easily keep the footing they have gaicel]
Great wreckers arc the Washingtonians, and a first-n!
claim for salvage they have upon society, for pickings
and preserving every pasticle of ¢ flotsam and jetsam,’ ki
drifts within their reach, on the sea of intemperance. Wit
up, members of society, anc pay your salvage in old clotbnf
men’s clothes, women’s clothes, ehildren's clothes—aye, 24l
baby’s frocks—for drunkards have families—pining win
and naked children. 51
The more is the pity, whilethey are drunkards, thatthef
have such connections—but it is all the better for the cs
when they become sober men.  “Fhere are no better asuify
ances and guardians of reformed drunkards then their wi
and children, and when they get the rum out of their org
mouths, a cherub babe’s breath becomes sweeter thanfs
zephyrs from Araby the blest.  So_ bring along youtd
clothes for the Washingtonians—or, if you wish to sperd
dollar in aid of their funds, take tickets for the Ju
Concert in tho Mulherry Street Baptist Tabernacld

five public mectings, the moral tendency of which cannot

Wednesday evening.—Abridged from the New Fork Telirh
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Bostox.—1It was stated at a recent meeting of the Boston
Temperance Society, that about suaa px-w-ns.hud signed
the pledge of that association, (tee-total) during the past
jea.  In addition to the above, nearly the same number
tase signedd the pledge of the Washiugtonims, aud upwards
o 4000, that of the Catholie Temperanee Societies,—mak-
fag in all, about 20,000 in that city alone, who have enroll.
of thomselves as Tee-rorariens within the Jast twelve
wonths,

¢ SeRINGFIELD..—Tn less than four weeks, ubout cleven hun-
‘dredhave signed the Total Abstinence Pledge inthis village.
i.\t o time since the recent eflorts commenced, has the
prospect appeared so auspic) us at the presenc moment.
The probability now is, that nearly all of our citizens will
dgn the pledge.  DMany of our citizens who have never
until recently been known as the active friends of the couse,
e now zealously engaged iu most praiseworthy cfforts to
begefit their fellow men.

Bartivone.—A movement is now in progress in Balti-
more, which scems to promise most satisfuctory results.
The Howard “l'emperance Society has taken the matter in
band, and in a determined and praiseworthy spivit.  This
Rusociation has appointed a committee of three to apply to
kbe mayor and city council, for an unnual appropriution of
thoustnd dollavs, or whatever other sum wmnay, on
Bumination of the fucts that may be presented to a com-
grittee of that body, be deemed necessary, to maintain en
Edablishirent for the support of debilitated inebriates wil-
Bio; to reform their babits, until their constitutions shall be
B far restored, that they can be pronounced fit to go to
Brork and carn their own living,

 Tur Brvects or Daunskevness.—The great Lord
Kbancellor Bacon's opinion of drunkenness was, that ¢ All
Bt crimes on earth do not destroy so many of the human
Rue, nor alienate so much property, as drunkenness.”
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& The publication of a small periodical, whose leading fea-
Ereshould be the advoeacy of I'emperance, has heen spoken
for some time i Halifax, The publisher of these pages
Felved on attempting to supply the waunt, and, accordingly,
Besents the first number of the Visitor to the Public. ‘The
ifax Temperan~= Society have given the attempt their
Rtronage, and similar support is hoped respecting the St.
ary’s Soeiety, and others throughout the Province.
Temperance is a subjuect of such importance. as to demand
organ at least, in which its interects shall be attended to,
31 matter of course; its friends hope, however, that the
@zblishment of such an organ will not lessen the friendly
gots of other papers; the assistance of all is wanted,
Bl the good in view is worthy of united exertion,
BTemperance is a social virtue,—it inculcates its rules in
Etler that other virtues may follow. It is the friend of in-
gkent cheerfulness, of information, and of human happiness
Skaally,—its interests should never be separated from
Bise of Picty and Philanthropy,—and every Member of a
Bnperance Society should feel, that the credit of his cause
8% 10 be supported, in the eyes of Heaven and of men, by
kproduction of ¢ good fruit” in all the departments of life.
2 person to whom is cntrusted the Editorship of the
itr, believes that hie would do most goud, by not con-
§72 the paper to one subject,~—but, while making one the

7

I'chiel, by blending articles of siterature, education, usetul
knowledge, and gencral morality, in his pages, and thus
making a useful, intererting, and novel addition to the
publiceaons of the week e thus hopes to be abie to
present a small work, which muy cireulate generally ameng
the populatian, but be particularly ucceptable to those who
have nut much aceess to othier woiks, and who muay hail the
Visitor as an agrecable cormpanion to the Saturday evening's
fire side.

‘T'he first pumber is not precisely a specimen of what the
Visitor will be; som» departments have been omitted, and
othiers have over-run their share of space ; we will soon be
more acquainted with our Jimits, and have further sources
to draw from.

We thank the Correspondents whose favonrs appear to-
day,—and request them and others to enrich and diversify
our pages by their contributions.  We would gladly make
the Visitor a vehicle by which the moral essayist and poet,
might, in moments of leisure, communicate with the public,
and employ their talents for the pleasure and improvement
of others,  Statistical information, reports, and other docu-
wmentary papers conneeted with Temperance, are solicited
from Town and Country. The Editor however, must ex-
ereise the right with which he is entrusted for the general
good, by such supervisiown as regards contributions, as may
appear called for by circumstances.

Our object is to serve, and please, and give no just cause
of offence.  1f, in opposing vice and its sources we shajt
cause objections among any portion of our fellow Colonists,
we can only regret the result, but must not turn from the
path of duty. ‘Temperance has erected her banner for the
union of all,—she knows no parties ; but the holiest cause
which the world ever knew had its difficulties—opponents
who withstaod, or lukewurm spectators who refused a help-
ing hand.  This must be expected, yet we trust to lessen
such influence, by conciliation, and to sce it yield before
conviction and christian charity.

The terms of the Visitor are very low—none of its space
is to be occupied by advertisements, except those connected
with its chjects—a large list, therefore, is essential, to pre-
vent pecuniary loss to thuse who have undertaken the task,
and who hope for such future improvements as an exteusive
sphere may render possible.

Secretaries of Temperance Socicties, and others friendly
to the cause, are vequested to act as Agents for the Visizor,

Several articles intended for this department of the paper
have been superceded, unexpectedly, by \he extent of othér
matter.

We intend fo jrsert a brief summary of late News in
our future numbers.

The 37th Regiment, mauy of whom belon,ed to Halifax
Temperance Societies, embarked in excellent style on Tues-
day the 28th ultimo.

Pusuic HravTu.—The winter, bitherto, has been mark-
ed by prevalence of scarlet fever, les, and infl
The continuance of wet weather, vrobably, tended to intr6-
duce these epidemics ; and the great changes which followed
frost and snow have been very trying to delicate persons.—
Novascotiar,
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MISCELLANEOUS. crescent.shaped stripes of brown : and it is remarkable fis

SONNET.

{By Setjeant T. N. Tulfourd, composed in view of Eton
College, after leaving his cldest sun there for the first time
The junction of pictorial effeet, and learned recollcction,
and the futuer's affection and hope, which breathes an air
of sauctity over the whole, make the Sonnet onc of deep
interest and beauty.)

How often have 1 fixed a stranger's gazo

On yonder turrets clad in light as fatr

As thus soft sunsct lends—pleas'd to drink air

Of learning that from calm of ancient days
Breathes ‘round them ever .—now to me they wear
The tinge of dearer thought, the radiant hiaze
That crowns them thickens, as with fonder care,
And by its flickering sparkles, sense conveys

Of youth's first trimnphs .—{or amid their seats
Ore hittle student’s heart impatient beats

Wiuth blood of mine. O God, vouchsate him power
Wiien I am dust to stand on this sweet place

And, through the vista of long years, embrace
‘Without a blush this first Etonian hour!

NATURAL HISTORY.

(How delightfully do enquiries into this delightful depart.
ment, exhibit the extraordinary skill, wisdom and goodness,
displayed by the Creator among the inferior animals.  The
beauty and sagacity, so visible in the tribes that animate
the globe, form a study ever entertaining and instructive.
We copy. below, some notices of the denizens of the grove,
contained "n a review by the London Spectator, of a new
and splendid work, called Gould's Birds of Australia.)

“The birds of Australia appear to be no less peculiar in
their characteristics than the animals and vegetation ; and
of theseventeen plates furming this fasciculus, several epe.
cimens are entirely new, and uthers have been but imper-
fectly described.  The most singular, on account of its ha-
bits, is the Wattled Talegalla, or Brush Turkey, hitherto
known as the New Ilolland Vulture, but which Mr. Gouid
decides to belong to the galiinaceous tribe.  Tic breced is
threatened with extermination, by the extraordinary insensi-
bility to danger which the birds manifest in allowirg them.
selves to be shot at repeatedly without taking wing.  The
most curtous charactesistic, how ever, is the made of incuha.
tion, which, though resembliog that of an ostrich, is different
in many particulars. A ftw wedks previous to the laying-
scason, several birds combine their labours to accumu'te an
immense heap of decaying vegetable matter, to the amount
of from two to four cart-loads, which they collect tozether
by scratching it up and throwing it back tewards a central
point +.ll it forms & mound of pyramidal form - when the
heat gencrated by the process of decomposition is sufficient,
the hens deposit their eggs in an upright position, which
prevents the necessity of turning them as in other ciws,
and with the bruad end upperinost, to admit of the cceape
of the chick ; eachegg is placed twelve inches apart, and
at the bottom of a hole an a.m’s-length decp : the large
size of the eggs—three inches and three- quarters long, and
two inches and a balf wide~—allows of the chick to assume
its plumage before breaking the shell ; fram which Mr
Gould infers that the young ones support themselves with.
out the assistance of the parent.  The number of eggs con-
tained in each nyramid is very great, some of them yiclding
abushel. Another bird, of a totally different genus, the
Ocellated Leipoa, or Pheasant of Western Australia, which
1s found at «wo hundred miles Jistance, adopts a cimilar
method of incubation ; using sand, however, as the basis
of the egg-hills.

The most beautiful in form and plumage are the graceful
little birds of the Parrot tribe . of which there are four
speoies in this part, two Lorrikeets, and two Parrikeets.
One of the latter, the Warbling Parrakeet, is extremely
elegant in fofm, and delicately plumed, the body being
bright green and the head and wings vellow, mottled with
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the ‘sweet warbling song' which it keeps up during the day,
and, i’ stimulated by the lights and conversation of a room,
for part of a night.  Mr. Gould has preserved a pajr of
| these Jovely pets alive, and they have continued in perfot
j health. debighung all visiters with their sprightly animatios
aud dulcet notes, no less than their exquisite form and aarke
ings.  The Kiuglishers, of which there are two spedm
brilliant in colour though not in form, arc birds that o
would not expect to meet with in a country where drought
is so prevalent ; but these birds, Mr. Gould says, do utl
drink, nov dive into the water for their prey, but adg
| their habits to the scorched and barren plans of Austrfis
The nest of the Fan-tailed Fly-catcber, shaped like a wine
| glass or egg cup with a long stem, is another feature woulh]
{ noting.  Besides the Owlet Night-jar, which inhabits b
) low trees, there is the Podargus, anoth~~ night bird, G
sleeps so soundly during the day ns only to be disturbed byj
being hnocked off its perch, when it flies Inzily to anoth
tree and resumes its slumbers.  The delicate folisge sl
bloom of the varivus gum-trees and the beautiful graues
which are introduced to indicate the food and proportionss
scale of the birds, give picturial completeness to the plat
AN the drawings on stone are executed by Mrs, Goul
wvhose style unites to the minute accuracy of definition
quired by the naturalist, an artistical feeling and arreq
ment that leaves nothing to be wished for. ~ The colourissd
is fresh from nature, and each plate is as highly finished o
if it were a drawing.

Tor Bracksirp.—It is not in the wild valley, flank
with birchen slopes, and stretching far away among eraggy
Inlls that the music of the blackbird floats upon the crenisg
breeze.— There you may histen delighted to the gentle sn§
of thc mavis ; but here, in this plain, covered with comd
fields and skirted with gardens, sit thee down an  the gres
y turf by the ghding brook, and mark the little black spsdf
) stuck as it were upun the tc twig f that tall poplar.

115 a blackbird, for nuw the sweet strain, loud, but mellowdg
| by aistance, comus upon the car, inspiring pleasant thoughss
yand banishing care and sorrow.  Tle bird has evidend§
ylearned hus part by loug practice, for he sings sedately, 1@
j m full conseiousness of superiority.  Ceasing at intervaig
| fie renews the stram, varying so that although you ean tnd
| an oeeastonal repetition of nutes, the staves are never (RS
| cisely the sasme. Y ou 11ay sit an hour or longer, and W8
i the song will be cuntivued 5 and in the neighbouring g
| dens many rival songsters will sumetimes raise their voug
{ at once, or delight you wih alternate strains.  And
{ what 1s the purpose of all this melody. We can anly e
1 Jecture that 1t is the eapression of hag piness which the cre§}
| ture 1s engoying, when uncarked by care, conscious of 44
| cunaty, and anare of tae presence uf his mate, he instisl
} tively pouss forth his soul in joy and gratitude and knl
| He does uut sing to amuse bis mate, as many have suppow
{ tor hie often sings in winter, when lie is not yet mated ; ol
does hie sing to begwde hissolitude, fur now he is not soling
but he sings because all his wants are satisfied, his whigs
trame glowing wath health, and because his Maker has gisg8
Inm with the power of uttering such sweet sounds.”  §

!

A solaier came to Gonzale Feronandez, and told bim$
he thought a furtress of the ciiemy might be won with
loss of some few men, on which Gonzale said, “but
you be one of them 2"

Milk is said to e an antidote to that thirst which «
men who have been confirmed drunkards, wien thepd
| tempt to Lreak off from their habits i
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