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DEVOTED TO PRONUNCIATION AND AMENDED SPELING.

5th Yeag.

Toroxto, Caxapsa, November, 1889.

NE 49,

HOW IT CAMIE ABOUT
Riting,* that wonderful method of arest-

ACCENT.

How the prominence and distinction

|
|

ing sound which has made human mem- | which constitute accent ar givn the accen-
ory independent of life, and has thus per- | ted sylabl is not to be simply and briefly

petuated noledg, was necesarily at first’ gefined, becaus even in the same language
confined to thelerned alone, the priest and ’ it varis considerably under varying circum-

the filosofer. These fixt, as nearly as they | gtances. We ourselvs, tho we call our ac-
cud apreciate, or their method of symbol- 1 cent stres of voice, sufer it to find expresion
ization, necesarily insuficient, wud alow,|in diferent ways: by higher pitsh, by prolon-
the sounds of their own language as they | gation, by increast force, by completencs

herd them in theirown day. Their succes-
ors venerating the invention, or despairing
of introducing improvements, trod servilly
in their steps and mostly used the old sym-
bols while the sounds changed around them.
Within limits of powers of old symbols some
changes wer made from time to time, but
very sloly. Then in quite recent days,
the inovation of diacritic signs arose as in
Fr. and Ger , whereby a modern modifica-
tion of ancient usage was more or lesindi-
cated. Ocasionaly, hole groups of leters
formerly correctly used toindicate certn
sounds came to be considerd as groups in-
dicating new sounds,—not 1n all cases, but
in many perhaps, where sounds had chang-
ed by regular derivation. Before printing,
riters, become more numerus, had become
also les controld by exampl of ancestors,
and endevord as wel as they cud, with num-
erus conventions, inconsistencis imperfec-
tions and shortcomings, renderd inevitabl
by inadequacy of instruments, to expres on
paper the sounds herd. Wheu we ar for-

tunat enuf to find the real haudiwork of]

a tho’tful riter, as Orrmin, we see how much
might hav been done to clear our riting of
inconsistencis. But with printing came be-
lief in necesity of fixt orthog. to faciliate
work of compositor and reader. The regula-
tion speling was taken from: the intelectual
and givn to a mecanical clas. Uniformity
atall hazards was the aim. And uniformity
has been gaind to a great extent in late
years, but at sacrifice which uniformity is
far from being worth—Iloss of noledg of how
our ancestors spoke, concealment of how we
speak at present, innumerabl dificultis to
both reader and riter, and hence great im-
pediments to aquisition of noled¢.—ErLis,
in chap. 1. £. £, Pron.

*REVISED SPELING:— OMIT useles leters
CHANGE Jto 2,/ to £, ghto fitckto &7 if sounded so
—rules justified by Revision of s; eling (in progres)

and distinetnes of enunciation—any onc of
these, or two or more combined. Taking
the language word by word, the first meth-
od, elevation of pitsh, prevails. Choose a
specimen word of more than one sylabl, read
a list of words, and the accented sylabl wil
hav evry time a higher tone; to mark it
otherwise wil either seem unnatural and
afected, or wil givimpresion of saying sonie-
thing, of using the word as an abreviated
sentence, with context omited. For, in ut-
ering a sentence, the modulation of voice
belonging to the expresion of the sentence
predominates, throing proper word-accent
into & holly subservient place, as regards
pitsh of voice and compeling resort to the
other means of distinction : even in certn
cases, reducing or annuling the accentual
distinction. Giv out Jonathan to be spelt,
or mention it as specimen of a proper name,
tand first sylabl wil be raisd above the
‘;others; so also when it ansers a question

like ¢ who is here ?” But make a question
| of the word itself, and the relation of pitsh

is reverst; uter the sylabls in monotone,
and astonishment or reproach may be con-
veyd ; and the same monotone wil be the
efect of puting it after a strongly emfatic
word : and each combination of tones may
be shifted up and down the scale thru con-
siderabl intervals, to satisfy higher needs of
expresion. If we enunciate a hole sentence
together, the same subordination of word-
stres or accent to sentence-stres or emfasis .
—most marktly in pitsh, vet not in that
alone—wil be clearly apurcnt; tho accent
no more notably makes the unity of a word
than does emfasis that of the frase or sen-
tence; to uter each word as if we wer pro-
nouncing it alone wud be insuferably mo-

notonus and tedius, wud distroy life and
soul in speech.—WHIINEY, inchap. xi, 0, £
Linguistic Studies.
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NOTES ON PRONUNCTATION.
GRAY'S ELEGY (continued).
And leavs the world to darknes and to me.
7o is tu.
more comonly reservd for too and tiro.

4

Darlkness is dark’nes; that iz, we ar in-

clined to consider that as standard in dis-
tinct pronunciation. Other varietis of ac-
tual pronunciation ar, da®k, dark, daik,

and daak, for the first sylabl, where 1 de- |

notes a variety of untrild » in which the
tung-tip is believd to be elevated and re-
tracted intothe dome of the palat, “vocal-
ized retracted »” of Mur. The later sylabl
is also givn as nés by Mur, tho it is not
quite clear what vowel is ment. Nis and
n’s ar herd too, where 1,°, denote fainfi, a.
We hav objected to the excesiv use of o,
as occurs in colloquial speech. Frequent
degradation of other vowels to ' is to be
shund as wel. The 'and ? ar simply the
two to which our vowels tend in careles
speech.  Use of ' as in difend, dipend, ics-
pend, ete., for defend, depend, expend, ete.,
violates all etymology, and that unneces-
arily. A vowel that at one time becomes
*wil be !at another, as notably with the.
It wud be interesting to no what law gov-
erns the selection. This use of i has been
objected to in other quarters:as by the
LPopular Science Monthly (Sep., 1888, page
712} editorialy :—

“Bell says ‘the terminations in certain, fountain,
Soreign, cottage, cowrage, language, ar regularly
‘contracted to -/, -7, and ar so ritn in World-
‘English,’ but we believ [that] most pronounce
these sylabls more like -¢2, ¢7.°

The Century Dictionary wil giv cur'ej,
etc., as pronunciation of courage, etc. See
ITErALD for June, p. 182. Whitney says:

“T er ar certn clases of words also in which e
is alowd by orthoepists to be lightnd into i. such
ar especialy words in fain, as mountain, certain,
captain; those in age and ace, as cabbage, village,
palace; those in ege, as college, knowledge and soon:
as also to final »uess, es, ed treated in the same
maner. To me this changeof e to i seems always
worse thian easy and familiar; to be slqvenly, ra-
ther; and unworthy of recognition by ortho-
epists."--Page 232 of 2d vol. of 0. & L. Studies.

(To be continued.)

ATM AT DISTINCT SPREECII.

Speling wil always lag a certn way be-
hind actual speech, especialy the careles,
lawles speech of familiar conversation. In
my opinion, therefore, it is futil to aim at
representing this in practical speling; let
us aim at providing a means of speling
what men mean to say, agim at saying, and
in mesured or formal speech or song do
say, not at the shortcomings which, tho in-
separabl from speecl, ar none the les un-
intentional, and to be discuraged. Evry
system of riting, except one on a purely
fysiologic basis, like Bell’s Visibl Speech,

THE HERALD OF SIMPLIFIED SPELING.

I . .

i must be not merely conventional, but even
"to some extent inconsistently convention-
~al; we shal do wel if we can arive at the

. . — = « o Stave F it ieh in avt sl
Some giv it as ti, tho ti is stage of riting English in a way that shal

practicaly represent the ideal of speech to
which all educated Englishmen aproxi-
milte, tho none may reach it,and which is
as far removed from the slurd or imperfect

uterance of the average Londoner (which

i

Laly succeed in producing.

seems to be the cynosure that atractssome
authors of proposed systems), as itis from
the arcaic or even semi-foren pronuncia-
tion of distant provinces. This bears [
think on such maters as the representa’n
of obscure and unaccented vowels......
riting sounds which educated men aimat
producing, not what men in a hury actu-
If the reader
aim at the former, he may be trusted al-
ways to reach the later; if he aim only at
the later, he wil soon fall short even of
them, and want stil newer speling for his
stil more defectiv uterance.--D7 Munrray
in Anwal Adres, 1850, us Pres’t Fil. Soe.

Loxpoxgeze.—Ther is a clas of orthoep-
ists in England whose peculiaritis ar only
slightly overdrawn in the comical farce of
“Lord Dundreary,” a dramatic piece that
had a great run a few years ago. 'This
speech is herd mostly in the West End of

- London,and is afected by loungers at the

clubs. One of its chief distinctions is the
melting away of robust 7. In “Laud the
Lord,” the first and last words ar pro-
nounced exactly alike; no distinction is
made between futher and further. Out of
London, r is trild out clearly, especialy in
Scotland, Treland, Wales and the north of
England.—K. JoxEs, Liverpool, in Ringos,
N. J., Jurnal of American Orthoepy.

WonrLn-Sreecit.—The extent of the
great European languages is about (in nil-
ions) as follos:—

In Europ Out of Europ Total
English 37 70 107
French 49 6 48
German 0 b D
Italian 288 T 1) %4
Spanish 17 27 44
Portugucse 4 103 1413

This aproximat estimat shows how far is
English ahed of all rivals. Eng.-speaking
races increas faster than others,; so that
their language wud bid fair to become
universal, if, on the other hand, it was not
likely to split up into at least three dia-
lects.—-Paris Teacker. To prevent which
calamity, let no local pronunciation he ta-
ken as standard, but let Fusion-English,
(best represented in the Dritish Tles Ly the
Midland Counties’ speech) be recognized
as the great British-American language
Adopting a standard is now a necesity.
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SOCIETY FOR STUDY OF SPEFECIL ‘
(Meeting of ith Oct.)

Dr Hamilton treated of
WHAT I8 A CONSONANT? ‘

Formerly, a vowel was defined as such
voice-sound as cud be sounded wlone, as o,
% while a consonant (which ment sounded |
awitl) cud be sounded only with help of a:
vowel., Thus, f was named ef: ], el; s, es:
v, vi; ete.  Yetf, 1, s, v, can be sounded
alone, as alsom, n, n, 6, 2, 3, d. N0, the
old definition must be held to hav brokn
-down.

It is beter to define a vowel as one hav-
ing such free opening as to giva uote; a
consonant is a noése, ther being with most
a breth-friction, a sort of rusling, due to
obstruction. If such obstruction be com-
plete,ther is no sound, butastop: it partial,
a sound is produced. K, t, and p arstops,
stopage being at soft palat, gums, or lips.
If voiced breth be stoptat these places, g,
d, or b, respectivly, results. T, d, 1, n,hav
the tung-tip aplied to the same spot, but
the spot varied in diferent languages, be-
ing farther forward in French and some
North American Indian tungs, for exam-
pl, than in ours.

With obstruction complete at lips but
with breth-escape at nose, by making the
soft palat drop a litl, we hav m; likewise

|
|

n and p for the two other spots.

If partial obstruction be very far bak in
throat, the oriental gutural results: if be-,
tween soft palat and dorswin of tung, ther }
results the & in Ger. échor ach and Scotsh |
loch, once comon in our tung, now dropt
in standard speech, tho stil herd in dialect.
Then we hav inorder, as seat of obstruc’n
shifts from bak to front, {, r, 1,5, 6, f. In
our f, the loer lip aproacht the uperteeth,
and so f and v wer labio-dental: in others
they wer pure labials.

Without obstruction other than special
naroing, we hav w, y, which without this
naroing hav the position for U and &, res-
pectivly. U and ear closest vowels, other
vowels coming between them and a, the

maximum of opnnes.

After general discusion, Dr Price Brown

went over the
ANATOMY OF MOUTH AND NOSE
follod by laryngoscopic demonstration.

1. In the mouth ar: 1°, gums; 2°, teeth;
30, palat, hard and soft; 42, uvula; 5, ante-
rior pilar of fauces; 6°, posterior pilar; 7°,
tonsil; 8°, posterior wall of farynx; 9°, tung;
10, cheek.

II. In the image of the posterior nose
ar: 1°, gland tissue; 2°, vomer or posterior
nasal septum; 3°, nasal pasage; 49, superi-
or turbinated bonej; 5°, midl de, 6°, inf* d°;

7o, Eustachian tube; 8°, soft palat.
1I1. In vertical section thru midl line

195

ar seen: 1°, sup’ turb® bone; 22, midl d’;
3o, infr dv; 4, sup” meatus; 57, midl d»; 6,
infr dv; 70 upr farynx: 8, Eustt tube; 9°,
hard palat; 100 soft d°; 11°, farynx; 120,

"tonsil: 130, ant' pilar: 14°, postr pilar; 157,
“mouth; 16¢, tung: 177, larynx; 18, esofag-

us; 197, tracheas; 207, spinal colum.

Dt B. holds that b difers from ponly in
b having place of contact behind p, 7 be-
hind s, and so of the other pairs.

The Society adjurnd to meet at 41 Carl-
ton St. on Monday, 28th Oct., at 8 p. m., for
a paper on “Importance of Speling Ref™”
by M Orr, who, tho not a Nestor in years,
is the Ontario pioneer in that.

Trial corner.} ) .
P PRODIGAL SUN.

[In this sampl is shown (not Orthografy, but)
Orthoepy, giving word-division and accent. As
Murray says, “Speling wil always lag behind
speech,” orthoepic diseriminations being too
many for the hury ot newspaper work. How
closely Orthog. and Orthoepy shud aproximate
depends on what purpos such orthog. is to be put.
A fairly close aproximatis needed to teach read-
ing—a stil wider one for evry-day use, the grades
of aproach from comon speling up to such. while
systematie, being easy, not abrupt.]

2 sort'n man had tu sunz: and 99
yup'gor ev  dem sed tu hiz fa’ dor,

fa dor, eiv mr da porfon ev oai
sub’stans  Oat fe:l'ed tu mr. and
he divaid’ed un'ta dem hiz liv'iy.
and net men’i dez af’'tor, de yup'-
aar sun ga dord el tu ge'dor, and
tuk hiz jur'ni in'tu a ftar cun’tri;
and Oar hk weas’'ted hiz sub’stans
wio rai‘etes liv'ip. and hwen he
had spent e, Oor aroz a mait’'i
famm'in in Oat cun’'tri; and he he-

gan’ tu bE in went. and hr went
and jeoind himself’ tu wun ev 0o
sit’izenz ev dat cun’tri; and he sent
him in‘tu hiz frldz tu fed swain.
and he wud fen hav ben fild wid
do husks Oat do swain did et: and
no man gav un’'tu him. but hwen
he cam tu himself’ he sed, hau
men’i haird sor’'vents ev mai fa'-
dorz hav Dbred enuf’ and tu spar,
and ai pe'rif her wid huy’'gor! ai
wil araiz’ and go tu mai fa’'der,
and wil se un‘tu him, fa'dor, ai hav
sind agenst’ hev'n, and in dai sait:
ai am no mor wurdi tu be celd
dai sun: mek me az wun ev dai
haird sor'vonts. and hr aroz’ and
cem tu hiz fa’'doer. and hwail hre
woz yet afar’ ef, hiz fa’dar se:
him, and wez mavd wid cempaf’n
and ran, and fel en hiz nek, and
kist him.-— Luke, av., 11-15.

KEY:a a @ e i @& oU u U
asin art atale ell eel ill nor noup putooze

0 thighy, O thy, [ fish, % rouge, Y stny.
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TYPE FUND.
Alredy acnoledgd and expended .
Anonymus, conditionaly, .

=17

=40

NEW  SUBSCRIBERS.
Rev. Tho's Collins, Warner. Dakota. (Picrce.)
B. Lapatnikoff, beihanger, Toronto. (fanulton.)
D. Kimball, publisher of shorthand text-bocks,
Chicago, I1l. (Hamilton.)
F. N. W. Brown, publishey, Toronto. (Hamilion.)

—Ar the foloing ded ?

O, P. Moore, Lamberton, Minn.

H. Steinarson, Lac Qui Parle, Minn.
D. H. MacDermid, Londor, Ont.

W. E. Tilley, M. A., Bowmanville, Ont.

—-In a publication of the Canadian In-:

stitute, about 1831, controld is speld “con-
troulled.” Great Scot! why did they not
put ¢-o-n-t-r-o-u-g-h-I-l-e-d!

—A bright litl girl, riting a frend, adrest
it “care of Pfesar Brown.” She undertook
to spel Prof. by ear. Who wil say that she
did not succeed, as comonly pronounced.

—No dout simplification of orthograty
wud facilitate considerably the task of
lerning to read. A language which like
Spanish has reduced speling to a perfect-
ly uniform system has a great advantage
over others.—J. §. M7!l.

—Few stop to reflect that orthog. is the
most arduus study tor children, consisting
almost entirely of comiting to memory the
few hundred words vn comon use, and trust-
ing to lexicon for others: hence each hes
a clog thruout life in shape of a big dic-

_tionary tied to him.

—The Shorthand Wiriier for Dec., 1883,
publisht a table giving relativ frequency
of all sounds in the language based on se-
lections including in the agregat 20,000
sounds. The comparativ frequency of the

folloing sounds is:—

¢ 1477, 1450, » 1449, s 1007,
d 893, ¢ 857, =z B8, m 3555,
c&k 503, o 440, « 430, p 407.

OI.—The third difthong, that in codl,
boy, and their like, is of (uite diferent car-
acter from the other two; while they ar
mixtures, it is a mere juxtaposition, a un-
ion, by abreviated uterance, of two distinct
vowel sounds within the compas of one
sylabl, the two being no more blended
than if two separat sylabls. Their incom-
binability is due to their belonging to dif-
erent series: the first element is “broad
a” [e] of all; the secnd is palatal, short ¢
of pin; and the former is the longer and
stronger of the two {6’ or o’i]. Their great-
er separability may be shown by compar-
ing loyal with trial, avowral, in the first we
might question whether the uterance is
more loi-al or lo-yal [lei al or le’yal]; in
the others, the a/ is a plain adition to the
ai and au sounds, which.maintain their
caracter unimpaird.—WinTxeEY in Part
viii of 2d vol. of 0. & I.. Studies.

Tue Latixy Arnraper.—It was extremely
deficient, consisting only of , B, ¢, D, E, ¥, H,
I, L, M,N, 0,P, R, 8§, T, V, X, to which in an-
cient times, ¢, x, @, wer aded, and, in order
to expres Greek sounds, the Greek
leters v, z, and the digrafs ch, rh, ph, th,
the fruitful source of numerus similar con-
trivances. J, v, w, &, @, ar post-clasical..
The varius modern languages of
Europ in adopting the same alfabet did
nct scruple to use at least 17 leters in new
senses, to introduce at least 44 new digrafs,
and at least 42 new leters formd by ading
diacritic marks to old forms.—A. J. Ellis.

......

MARKT LETERS.

To accented leters I object stongly as un-
suited for printers, readers, riters, and alf-
abetarians. Accented leters ar not cast
for all fonts of type and ar so seldm cast
for consonants or capitals, as practicaly not
to exist. When cast, they ar suplied in
limited numbers, and ther ar no boxes for
them in ordinary compositors’ * cases,” so
that their introduction even for vowels is
practicaly equivalent to new types, For
accented consonants, and for new diacritic
accents, fresh types hav tobe cut. Accents,
again, ar always liabl to breakage, especi-
aly in “kernd” leters The com-
positor redily confuses them, and his
erors ar dificult to detect by corrector for
pres. These objections aply with les force
to accented leters which form part of recog-
nized orthog., as in Fr.; Ger., Swedish,
Danish, Hungarian, Bohemian, Polish, but
even for these they aply to accented leters
not in their alfabets. Accents ar liabl to
blur and fil. A multiplicity of small marks
(and type-founders take pride in making
them 1inconspicuus) is very distresing.
When they form part of alanguage he does
not feel efect so much, becaus he does not
require to observ with atention. But when
they ar numerus, new, and important to
distinguish, the case is alterd. I found
close atention and frequent use of a lens
necesary, in my late study of Lepsius’
Standard Alfabet. The riter who finds
even doting i's and crossing t's a great in-
convenience, frequently omits accents (see
any Frenchman’s manuscripts;) mis-rites
them, or rites them so rufly and hastily
that they ar extremely dificult to distingush
by any other reader, €. g, the printer, unles
he nos beforehand what they o't to be. I
no also from experience that when an al-
fabetarian alows himself to use diacritic
marks, he multiplies them excesivly, and
inevitably uses them unsystematicaly.—
A.J. Ellis.
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