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Political Politics in Ontario.

HEADH have been falling into the bas

ket inOntario under the judicial guil
lotine until five seats in the local legisla
ture are now vacant. Foar out of (he five
were last session held by Liberals. The
opposition press say that this leaves Pre-
mier Ross in a minority. But Mr., Whit-
ney knows that he can only pat Mr. Ross
in & minority in the legislature by a suc
cessful fight for those vacant seats at the
polls. The Liberals claim that they can
earry four out of the five. This claim s
probably good for three anyway.

In the meantime the Conservatives are
keeping up the cry that eleetions in Onta-
rio are won by fraud and that the Ross
government is responsible. The St. John
Sun editorially reters to what it describes
as a terrible state of things in Ontario,
and screams out that the Liberals are pre-
paring ‘‘to repeat Jthe crime’’ of persona-
tion carried out at the Soo, by shortening
the time for appeals in the case of the Do-
minion voters lisis for the Soo.”” It says
that ‘‘hundreds of false names are on the
rolls in places where personation can be
carried out as it was in the election just

investigated'’, The Jpersonation practised
at the local bye-election was done by an
American without the koowledge of the
Liberal organization or candidate. It was
nct the work of election experts such as
the Buffalo men brought into North York
by one of the Cnservative organizers. Men
who had no votes were taken to two poll-
ing sub divisions where the total names on
the list were few, and therefore not at all
the place for successful personation. It
could not fail of Leing found out. To
accuse the Liberal party as an organization
of preparing to do this again is one of
those reckless charges which were con-
demned from the bench at the Soo trial.

In that case Mr. Kehoe, who is the Lib-
eral candidate for the House of Commons
in whose behalf it is now charged that the
lists are being stuffed, was charged in
the documents fyled with the election peti-
tion with bribery and wrongful acts,
There was no attempt at the trial to sus-
tain these charges. They had no foundat:
ion in fact, and Chancellor Boyd, one of
the presiding [judges, was moved to say:
‘*‘There is a4 reprehensible practice inelec -
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tion petitions of inserting the names of
very repectable peoplelcharging them with
acts of corruption. 1 am sorry to see
these things repeated, because it gives
outsiaers a bad ‘dea of the wmorality of
the country. They ree these charges made
but they do not see the refutation of them,
and they wet the impression that the poli-
tical element in this country is surcharged
with corruption whereas it is confined to a
few.”’

We commend these remarks of the Chan
cellor's to the St. John Sun whose idea of
the political morality of Ontario is thus
corrected.

It would not be proper to charge the
whole Conservative party in Ontario with
respousibility for one of the paid organ-
izer bringing in from Buffalo a gang of
election workers, Jas was doue a few
months ago. It has just been announced
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that this organizer nas been appointed by
Mr. R. L. Borden one of the organizers for
the Conservatives during the campaign
now penidng. It may be that | Mr. Borden
did not know of the method of the man ne
was appointing.

If there ever was a corrapt election it
was in the opinion of wen the bye-election
in North Renfrew. It was so bad that the
parties were fearful lest the petition should
be tried and the evidence [come jout. Mr.
Dunlop the Conservative who won the seat
has therefore resigned. Bat the good name
of Ontario should not suffer Lecanseof four
or five corrupt electiuns out of nearly a
handred, and especially when in these four
or five the illegal acts were admittedly
confined %o a few. If half of what some
reckless papers publicly assert were true
our parliamentary system would break
down,

The Irish Nationalist Leader.

R. JOHN REDMOND M. P. addressed

a crowded poblic meeting in Ottawa

on Wednesday of this week, his theme be-

ing, chiefly, the condition of Ireland abount

which the message was in a cheerful and
sanguice tone.

When Mr John Redmond entered the
British House of Commons in 1581 he had
already considerable Jexperience of the
forms and procedure of Parliament, for
he came straight from the Vote Office into
the Chamber itself. His early training as
a clerk in the House has stood him in good
stead, and perhaps partly explains the fact
that he is now the best parliamentary gen-
eral in the House. He knows when to
strike and when to hold his hand, and he
knows exactly how far nhe may stretch a
rule without coming into contact with the
Speaker. His friendsihave compared him
to Napoleon and Cecil Rhodes, and since
his election as leader of the Irish Party be
has tried to combine the qualities of both.
It is certain that no man, with the excep-
tion of Parnell, has exercised such a
strong persona: influence over the Irish
Party.

There is, perhaps, no one in the
House of Commons who is better fitted to

lead an opposition. Mr. Redmond’s readi-
ness in debate, his self-control, and his
keen appreciation of the vital points in
Parhiamentary strategy have made him a
dangerous opponent. Both parties wonld
rather have him as an ally than an enemy.
But his maxim is that the true course for
the Irish Party is to avoid [an entangling
alliance with any English Party. ‘‘The
Irish votes,”’ he once said, '‘will always
be cast just as it suits the interests of Ire-
land, and my policy,”’ he added, ‘‘is to
make English governmnt in Ireland diffi-
cult and dangerous.”’ If, however, he
fights with edged tools, he is carefal to
keep within constitutional bounds.

He himself believes that he is still on
the threshold of his career. Looking into
the future, he foresees the tune when he
will control the debatss in another House—
in the Parliawent of the Irish people. ;But at
the present n.oment there are troubles
brewing again in his own party. Tiger
Tim. as Mr, Healy is called, is restless.
Mr. O'Brien 1s on the war path. Mr. Red-

mond’s leadershipis being called into ques-
tion and the next few months will uire

all his resources, all his ingenuity, if he
lku to groserve the unity of his party and
eep

ntact their present efficiency.




MR.ZJOHN REDMOND, M. P

Leadgr of the Irish Parliamentary Party, who is now lecturing in Canada,
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MR. REID, the new Prime Minister of

Australia, has issued an address to
the electors in which he explains his posi-
tion. He says that Free Traders and Pro-
tectionists have decreed a fiscal peace,
which will enable the new administra
tion to resture sound government and re-
press visionary schemes. ‘‘Although ounr
majority is small, 1t is a majority of the
whole House. The Labour Party is no
longer in a position to drive the other
two parties.”” In an address o the elec-
tors of New South Wales Mr. Reid urges
the same argument. He says that the ap-
pearance ofacaucus-tied Labor Administra-
tionraised constitutional and national ques
tions which justified the effecting of a junc-
tion to rescue Australian politics from the
grasp of an arrogant minority which sought
to bend the national power to its own sel-
fish ends. These statements confirm the
view most persons took of the imeaning of
the alliance between Mr. Reil and certain
of Mr. Derkin’s followers. It is an alliance
like that of Fox and North, in which par-
ticalar measures and old differences are
suspended in order to put an end to a par-
ticalar svstem of government. Mr. Reid's
own following is smaller than that of ei-
ther of the other two party leaders—14
votes in the Senate and 26 in the Lower
House. It is difficult to form an opinion on
the prospects of this coalition.

THE Right Hon. John Morley, M P

the author of the biography of M:.
Gladstone and many other works and who
has held important Cabinet positions in
Britain expects to be in Toronto sometime
towards the end of October. Such is the
purport of a letter which the Hon. Mr.
Harcourt the Minister of Education receiv-
ed from Mr. Morley. When Mr. Harcourt
was about to leave Britain after his rceent
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visit he iearned that Mr. Morley was to go
to Pittsburg, Pa., to open the great new
library Mr. Carnegie is donating to that
city. Mr. Haicourt at once wrote urging
Mr. Morley to visit Toronto, and in reply
Mr. Morley wrote that he would probably
visit Toronto before going to Pittsburg,
and might spend two days there.

SPEAKINU of the appointment of Lord
Grey as Governor (General, Black and
White says:— ‘‘Lord Grey is essentially
the type of a man—a type which England
has always been able to breed for her Im-
perial needs—fitted by nature for the grefl
Pro- Consuiship. He beurs an historic
name. that is both directly and indirectly
connected with the history of Canada: for
his aunt was the wife of the famous Lord
Durham, under whom the present constitu-
tion of the Dominion was framed; his /a-
ther held important military command un-
der Lord Durham; and his sister is the
wife of the retiring Governor-(ieneral,
Lord Minto. Lord Grey is a young man,
as public men go nowadays, but he is one
of manifold activities,. He has served as
Administrator of Rhodesia, and as a dir
ector of the British South Africa Company;
and he is one of the fonnders and leading
spirits of the Public House 1rust—a move-
ment wnich has already done so much om
new lines in the direction of reforming the
licensing system. In politics his sympa
thies have been of an Imperial rather than
of a party character; and though he sits
on the Liberal benches in the House oi
Lords, his attitude is strictly independent,
and rather more critical towards the Op-
position than to the Government of the
present day. Ho is an admirable speaker,
withont making any pretensions to showy
qualities; and on South African questions
speaks with especial autkority. But there
are qualities even more essential thanthose
of eminent ability for a successful gover-
nor of agreat colony- -the qualitiesof taet,
bonhomie and accessibility. These quali-
ties Lord Grey possesses in a remarkable
degree. He understunds the Colonial tem-
perament and attitude of mind which have
caused such severs discomfort t. some Co-
lonial governors; and he knows how te
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maintain his dignity without putting on
what is called “‘side.”’ He goes to Canada
at & time when situations of sore deli-
cacy will have to ne encountered; an the

Government is to be congratulated on
having secured his services for the posi-
tion.””

Does Canada Need an Army?

GENERAL DUNDONALD is not the

first man to t1y and persuade the gov-
ernment of Canzia to establish a perman-
ent and regular military system. A protest
against that written by the writer of this
article can be found on the first page of the
loronto Globe ahont ten years agu, the oc-
casion being certain recommendations of
the then General Officer Commanding.
Un Wednesday of iast week there was pub-
lished the recommendations made by Lord
Dundonald in 1908 for changes in the Mili-
tia Act.

These recommendations were all in the
line of a standing arwy and the system of
conscription.  He objected to the name
“militia’ and reossed it out, substituting
the word “‘army’’. The three years term
of service he made compulsory. He desired
to make it the law that all Canadian youths
between the ages of 14 and 18 must put in
verlain military service every year. Ile
then desired to jucrease the permanent
force from 900 to 5,000 men, These obn x-
lons proposals, smelling so strongly of mi-
litarism, are in Lord Dandonald’s own
handwriting. When the minister rejected
thew as being quite foreign to our volan-
teer system and to the spirit of the oun-
tfry and decided to make his own bill
along purely Canadian lines, Lord Dun-
donald revolted and started in to make
trouble for the minister and the govern-
ment,. In this attempt he has had the co-
operation of theConservative leadersthough
ot we venture to say of the Conservative
party.

[nstead of a militia raised by voluntary
enlistment b.sed on patriotism and enthu
siasm Lord Dundonald recommended that
the Canadian army shonld be raised partly

by volunteer enlistment ‘* and partly by
ballot’’. Hegstruck out the word **Active
Militiaman'' and sabstituted *‘soldier’’.
We were to have an a:my of soldiers. Lord
Dundonald did not Jforget bimself in his
recommendations. He was to be by kis bill
promoted to the local rank of Lieutenant-
General carrying ‘with it an increase of
pay from $4,000 to 10,500, and in addition
he was to have the whole military admin-
istration and organization of the ‘“‘army’’.
Under these propoeals the Canadiar tax-
payers woutd have had the pleasure of fur-
nishing food and supplies for 5,000 idlesol-
diers in barracks and for an extra pluome
in the hat of the War Lord who is evident-
ly a student of the methods and ideasof the
Kaiser. Weil, the Canadian people get
along without Lord Dundonald’s expensive
ideas as to our requirements, just as théy
have maintained the Union Jack on many
a field withont being told in a theatrical
mannei to keep both hands on it. The first
admiaistration in Canada sigce Confedera

tion to hoist the Union Jack over the
Houses of Parliament ¢t Ottawa was the
Launrier administration, avd that was done
without the advice of Lord Dundonald. It
may have been that ignorunce of etiquette
which grieved his Lordship so much asjex-
isting at Ottawa.

The more the incident is discussed and
as additional facts are disclosed the more
confirmed is the opinion cr most Cana-
dians that Lord Dundonald, however esti-
mable as a private gentleman, and now-
ever brave an officer in the field under the
command o another, was totally missaken
a8 to the nature of his dnties in Canada
and altogetherjat variance with the spirit
of a volunteer citizen soidiery.




The Play of Death.

Tashicahao. July 24th,
Haicheng, July 30th.

HE full-blooded Manchurian sun rose
hot and eager above the mountains of
Sioung-yo Chan on the morniegof Sunday,
July 24th  Men were to die on the plains
about Tasichao, and he desired to see the
conflict.

Silently, into the fields, plodded the Chi-
nese peasantry. Their interests were not
the interests ot the men on the mountains,
of the soldiers behind the guns in the vil-
lage. Their purpose was to preserve life,
not to destroy it. Russian and Jay

like wardersupon tae parapets of the hill:
The play of Death had begun, and the
overture thundered mightily. JIn the po
sitions in the valley and Jin the isolated
kopje to the right were the men of Gen
eral Baron Stackelberg's Fiist Army
Coerps, twenty-five thousand soldiers wak
ened to cowbat. In the spurs of the hills on
the eastward were the twenty-five thou-
and of General SRarubaeff, the men of tie
Fourth Army Corps. The Play of Death
did not lack players—fifty thousand ien
with an orchestra of a handred and twelve
guns.

might slay and be slain, the Chinaman
wmast grow the grain to fill the little bodies
in the mud-walled hovel he called his
home. So, ploungh on shoulder, hoe in
hand. he trudged stolidly, in the early
balf-light, out into the millet fields, reck-
ing nothing, thinking nothing of the
tragedy about to be enacted in his midst.

The theatre of battle had been admir-
ably chosen, magnificently set. Stretching
to the right and left, and out into the
wide sweep of the plain, was a carpet of
cool and glossy kiaolang, the lance stalked
grain of the country. X'rem it rose two
tawny-sided hillocks, the scarred and riven
outposts of the purple range of mountains
to the left. On the right, and outward to
the front ,it rolled itself gently, lazily
westward into the blazing blue of the Gulf
of Liao-tung. Save for the Chinese farm-
ers on the footpa‘hs, the whole expanse
was empty, silent, reposeful, wrapped in

the peace of u perect Sabbath morn. At
balf-past five, suddenly ont of the rilene
the first gun screamed reveille.

Then, out from the shadow of :tht e val-
ley, black guns poked their snouts, sol-
diers hurried about their business, Cossack
orderlies clattered to quarters, officers rose

Five th d yards away in the hills 10
the sontuward was the Japanese armv of
Oku ensconced in the mystery of their re-
cesses. Its batteries boomed a bold anti
phony to the chorus of our gumns. The
monntains shook with the thunder of the
cannonade.

The spurs of te mountuins on the ldit
were occupied by the men of General Su-
rubaeff’s orps. Against them the enewmy
first directed nis fire. Across the plain the
shells came shrieking and thirstyfor blood
Above the hill they poised for an instant
silent and smoke-shrouded, then swoope!
to the earth and rent it. The soliders cow
ered and crouched. The ground was desti-
tnte of cover, sun-baked and Ztime hardey-
ed The fiock of shells increased in nuw
ber, hailed shrapnel upon the monnd usa
thunderstorm in summer. Theearth sprang
back in protest. The hill was lost to view.
The flight of shells ceased. The gaunt and
grizzled hill emerged from the dust stoim
It was wrinkled and twisted as a tortnred
thing. The sun beat down upon its blist
ered sides. They were nude and horrilly
nncovered. The army had vanished. There
had been fifteen minutes of bom bardment.
These fifteen minates , had spelled eternity
for scores who ate "their mornin meal
O
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there.  The Play of Death had produced
its first sensation.

Over on the highest knoll of the central
kopje General Stackelberg stood nnmoved
and immovable. Dressed all in white, cool
and collected, he directed the affairs of the
light as a chessplayer the pieces. He seem-
«d something out of place in this hideouns
inferno. Below our 508 barxed devilishly.
The Japanese sovght to Jisconcert our
right, blazed mightily at a lonely kopie
there. Growing wearied, they concentrat-
el on the centre, smothered the position in
dost and broken stoue. Above the sty
glowed mercilessly. The Play of Death
was interesting now, and he permitted
not a cloud to veil the spectacle from his
sight.  Men, overcame with the heat, fell
dead from sunstroke. The horrid chant
of the guns augmented in maglignancy.
The shells,searched the ground behind the
kopjes.

An aide, as perfect as his general, well
groomed, and graceful in his saddle, roder
rapidly down the flank of the principal po-
sition, cantered across the zone of fire in
the valley, pulled pantingly up the slope to
the (General of Artillery. At what was his
Excellency directing his firey The Briga-
dier indicated the position. The aide sa-
luted, galloped down and across the field
where the kiaolang crop was being reap-
ol with shell-fire.

The enemy found the mud-hats in the
Chinese village, gnawed at them viciously.

Out from the houses swarmed the peas-
dnts, old men and children, women with
babes at their breasts, the dogs and the
squealing swine. The farmers seated them-
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selves in a row, impassive, awe-struck.
House after house crumbled to its constitu-
ent mud. The men sat as statues—a row
of Buddhist images contemplating rain,
The Play of Death demanded change of
scene.

The run was hastin; on its mission west -
tward. The sea glowed as a burnished
backler. The fields of the morning were
bedraggle straw litter. The dust of battle
hung low over the landscape. The enemy
slackened his fire. The Brigadier of Artil
lery anxiously ‘scanned the horizon, Ex-
perience has taught the denger in these si
len .es of the enemy.

Half an hour passed and then the crash
of guns revpened from the west. The Jap-
anese had Jshifted theic position. They
were reaching the batteries through the
wide strath on the right, baving found onr
trae position thus late in the day.  Oar
General of Artillery was wounded in the
arm. Evening fell, and twilight,

Now, for the first time, one conid learn
the position of the Japancse. Red tongues
of fire licked their way through thegather-
ing gloom. Wicked snakes’ shapes of flame
darted across the distant blackness, The
Play of Death was closing in a pyrotechnic
display.

Night fell, and with it stillness. Away
to the lett the rattle of infantry fire grew
more insistent as the big guns lapsed to si-
lence. The lights of the Red Cross parties
and of weary ganners watering horses
flecked the darkness. The Play of Death
had ended its performance.

DOUGLAS STORY,

% %




FOR DATE OF GENERAL ELECTION.

s ancestral home at Howick, Northamberland.

WAITING,

Earl Grey

R. L. Borden (impatiently) Whyv doesn’t he speak?
P.8.—This cartoon is only good np to Friday the 30th inst.




