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ON THE LAW AND THE GOSPEL.

l HE beauty and tenderness of the Gospel, so gracious-
ly accemmodated to the wants and longings of the human
heart, has sometimes been the cause of engendering in the
minds of weak professors an opinion derogatory to the law
of Moses. Hence, in comparing the two revelations, they
dwell upon the awful and solemn character of the Deity, so
frequently described by the prophets, and contrasting their
sublime couceptions with the more endearing titles of Fa-
ther, Friend, and Benefactor, by which he is represented in
the New Testament, they are apt to draw conclusions unfa-
vourable to the Law. They consider such conclusions jus-
tified, from the nature and tenure of these two revelations
—the Lawis a dispensation of justice—the Gospel of mer-
cy. Under theformer, there is no promise of reward, ex-
cept the condition of perfect obedience be tulfilled; but as
no man is able to perform this condition, all become liable
to the punishment of transgressors. The Law offers no re-
prieve, no means of escape, no plea of mitigation; and be-
ing just, holy, and good. it can never be repealed.

But under the Gospel, the most tender invitations are gi-
ven, and the most earnest solicitude for our salvation, mani-
fested : which proceeding from love and mercy, appear ea~
sy of acceptance, and atiended with the most precious ad-
vantages. According to many, the Law seems harsh and
forbidding, and unworthy of the greatest and best of Be-
ings, and the Gospel, on the other hand, altogether lov-ly.

1 As both proceed from the same benevolent Creator, the
Christian who is desirous of' worshipping God from the un-
derstanding, as well as from the heart, is anzions to ascer-
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242 On the Law and the Gospel.

tain the marks of divinity belonging to each, and is unwill-
ing to admit any conclusion from the Law, which appears
unworthy of that all-wise, all-powerful and merciful God by

"+ whom it was promulgated.

In doing this, he is assisted by considering, that the sepa-
ration of the Israelites and the pure religion committed to
them, was a step in the sublime scheme of the redemption
of man by Jesus Christ; and although this revelation was
confined to a clear view of the Majesty of God, his Sove-
reiguty, infinite wisdom, and glory. it bears striking marks
of the divine mercy, and mauy proofs ofhis tender regard
for the children of men. Nor are wr rashly to infer that
this mercy was coufined to those who lived uunder the Law,
or that the penalty was rividly executed upon the disobe-
dient; for we have the he 1 grounds for believing that the
wonderful eflicacy of the Sacrifice on the cross, applied to
all the sons aud danghters of Adam. as well those who were
boru before as those who live after the asceusion of our Sa-
vieur. Agreeable to this, we find that the same conditions
were required for acceptance, uuder every dispensation of
revealed religion. Every true believer, as well as Abra-
ham. was accepted; and every true penitent. as well as Da-
vid. pardoned. The truth is. that the Gospel offers no new
method of acceptance with God from what is contained in
the Old Testameut; but only explains the promises, and
points out the purposes of God, in a clearer manner. «The
same righteousness of God was the object of Faith—the
same Divine mercy, through the very same medicine, was
the source of forgiveness—and the same exercise of faith
and repentance in sincerity, was demaunded in every pe-
riod.” The moral Law is as much in force now, as it was
in the days of Moses and David. To pronounce it, there-
fore, rigid and inflexible; a1id the Gospel mild, easy, and
remedial, is to consider them distinct, and having no con-
nection: but the Law was subservient to the Messiah’s ad-
vent, and though attended with many rites and ceremonies
which made it galling and burdensome, it was a wise and
necessary appointmet.

This view of the subject, reconciles the twa dispensa-
tions, and shews them to be parts of the same glorious
scheme for the salvation of ma kind. It satisfies the doubts
and misgivings of those who corsider the ancient heathens
hardly dealt with, and those born of Christian parents sincer
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the Ascension of our Lord. especially tavoured.  For. when
our Lord is represented as haviig died tor the whole humun
race, doubtsand ditliculties vaunish—we see all natiows,
whether Jew or Gentile, Christian or heathen, deriving the
most precious benefits from this blessed Sucrifice, and no
other distinction remaining between them than those which
proceed from their own conduct, and that gradual exten-
sion of light which appears to direct the ways of God to
man. Thissublime conception reconciles in our minds the
glorious perfections of God, which having been melted
down and presented before us in the character of our Re-
deemer, have their divine effulgence sv much softened, as
to become the objects of pious imitation.

Hence the Christian perceives no discordancy between
the Gospel and the Law—for righteousness has been always
as it is now, of grace and not of works. They are intruth
one and the same dispensation: and if God in the Old Tes-
tament appears surrounded with the more awful perfections
of his sovereignty, itis notto beinferred that he was less
placable and merciful than he is under the Gospel, but that
mankind were not prepared to behold him in all his beauty.
The God of ihe Christian and of the Jew, is the same bless-
ed, unchangeable, and gracious Creator, whose gooduess,
tenderness, mercy, and love, are for ever promoting the
happiness of the children of men.

Instead, therefore, of feeling any reluctance atreading
the Bible, and the sublime descriptious of Jehovah with
which it abounds, the deyout Christian derives from the pe-
rusal the greatest consolation. He beholds the just and
upright at all times under the special protection of God,
who knoweth their days, as King David beautifully express-
es it, and gives them an inheritance for ever.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MADRASS SCHOOL
IN NEW BRUNSWICK, FOR THE YEAR 1820,

Muce has been lately said upon the propriety of confin-
ing the religious instruction given to children, to those prac-
tical moral precepts so beautifully set forth in the Holy
Scriptures. It has been said, that they are incapable of un-
derstanding the doctrines of the Gospel, and that to cali
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their attention to matters so sublime, is rather to bewilder
than improve.

We must coufess that we have never been satisfied with
this reasoning, because there appears but a very few things
to be taught which persons at au early age may not compre-
hend, ifany sort of pains be taken in their instruction: and
if there be some doctrines beyond our comprehension, it is
a disadvantage (ifit can really be called so) under which
they iabour in common with all their Christian brethren.

The perusal ot the Gospel. certainly presents all those
doctrines which have given offence, but so coanected with
facts, as cannot fail oi having a salutary eflect upon the
most tender minds Nor will any way of calling their at-
tention to divine truth, be found more efficacious or better
calculated to make a lasting impression upon their hearts.
The nataral simplicity of youth, its curiosity, its singleuess
of heart, are admirably fitted for the reception of Christian
principles: but, by teaching some and concealing others,
we batld upon a foundation'that can never stand.

It is indced impossible to instruct our children in the du-
ties which they ought to discharge, without opening to
them the sacred volume, and discovering to them those
wonderful mysteries of divine love, which angels cannot tul~
ly comprehend. U they demand an explanation of what
they read, will it be sufficient to desire them to wait till
they grow older, forasyet they are unable to understand ?
To an inqguisitive mind. such an answer, frequently repeat-
ed, would be like the chilling blast which destroys the blos-
soms of the spring, or it would beget suspicions of the most
dangerous tendency. In either case great evil would arise:
enquiry would be repressed, or doubts and misgivings a-
wakened. How much better to give them every licht on
the subject that we possess: and if the feebleness of their
minds prevent them from compreheiding what in maturer
years they will easily understand, is it not wiser on such
occasions to show them, from familiar examples and illus~
trations, that the knowledge they wish for, even about the
most common things, cannot always be given them, but that
they must sometimes be satisfied with very limited infor-
mation, or watit until they have made themselves masters
of some intermediate portion of history or science ?

The opinion which we are combatting, has obtained the
approbation of persons of cansiderable name, who have
gondemned, in the most unqualified manner, our teaching
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.. hat they are ple<wsed to call the dogmas of our religion,
and exhorted us to teach pure merality only. It is not how-
ever so easy to comply with this injunction, as they sup-
pose; and though thousands have acted upon it, and infi-
delity has increased, it has uniformly failed, and the chil-
dreu so taught, have grown up equally destitute of morals
and religion.

But let us see what is the result of teaching youth morali-
ty only ; and let us place the matter in the most favourable
point of view: we shall suppose a family to be well regula-
ted in all its arrangements; that the children are orderly
in thetr behaviour, kindly affectionate one towards ano-
ther, that they are obedient and eager to do well; yet er-
rors will be committed, and difficulties will arise. Upon
what principles are they to be called upon to repent and
amend ? How shall we touch their hearts? Shall we re-
mind them of the presence of God; that they are account-
able beings, and must soon appear before him ?  From this
we are prohibited; for the perfections of God are incom-
prehensible. Shall we exhort them to pray for the remis-
sion of their sins, and strength to conquer temptation?
This holy exercise, which, efficacious as it alwaysis when
sincerely discharged, embraces as great mysteries as any
part of Christianity. The beueficial effects of sincere pray-
er. all devout Christians have experienced ; but the way in
which it operates, is far beyond our comprehension. Those
therefare who confine their children to what is commnonly
called morality, in order to be consistent, must exclude
the'n from a kniowledge of the one true God, and from the
benefit of prayer.

There are some ¢hildren of so gentle and happy a dispo-
gition, that they seem to pass along with great innocence
and affection; but what will this avail, unless founded upon
Christian principles? Their parents and instructors pass
away, and they are left to themselves. How shall they
withstand temptation—upon what is their dependance ?—
Alas, they cannot stand for a moment : for youth cannot be
tanght morality, without founding it upon truths as diflicult
of comprehension as any which religion proposes; and,
. consequently, if this be the true reason for keeping them
ignorant of the leading doctrines of Christianity, it falls to
t%e ground. Why then should we divide the truth? ~Suf-
fer little childr~n to come unto me, and forbid them not,
for such is the kingdom of God.” In the mode of teaching
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them, much discretion becomes necessary, and much, te
succeed, must be exercised.  Qur blessed Lord had com-
passion upon his disciples, and spared their infirmities : and
the Apostle declares, that the believing Hebrews have
need of milk, and not of strong meat; because they were
unskilful in the word of righteousness : and eonsequently in
teaching children the truths of Christianity. those which
are easy ought to precede such as are more ditlicult of
comprehension : but let no air of mystery attend your in-
structions, no fears of giving disgust or overpowering their
understandings. In as far as human agency is concerned,
the same skill that enables us to teach the arts and seci-
ences, proceeding from self evident to difficult principles
in a regular gradation, will prove the best in teaching reli-
gion; always recollecting that though we may plant and
Apollos waler, it is God alone that can give the increase.

It was wisely observed by thc learned translator of the
Alcoran, thit those Christians laboured nnder a great error,
who sought to convert the followers of Mahomet, by giving
up or explaining away some of the principal and distin-
guishing doctrines of the Gospel: and i the same manner
shall we err, if, in conducting the religious education of
our children, we conceal from their view those parts of our
faith which may seem contrary to human ideas of fitness, or
may scem difficult to comprehend. Such was not the con-
duct of the Apostles. They preached Christ crucified.—
They gloried in confessing their faith in a person who had
died the death of amalefactor. From the whole, therefore,
it appears abundantly maniest that we ought not to divide
the word of God, nor diminish nor add any thing thereto,
and that no sound morality can ever be taught to those who
are ignorant of the doctrines peculiar to the religion of
Jesus.

Having disposed ofthis sophism, which hath gained a
most dangerous currency among professing Christians, we
proceed to the more immediate subject of this paper.

About nine years ago the attention of the public was cail-
ed by the present Bishop of Peterborough, Dr. Marsh, to
the education of the poor; and with the more earnestness
and effect. as he clearly proved that the system which was
then rapidly prevailing, had for its basis the false principle
which we have endeavoured to expose. And surely no
plan was ever better adapted to unhinge the great princi-
ples of religious belief, to eradicate from the human mind
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all the tenets of Christianity, and to encourage the spirit of
Deism.  The friends of relizion and good order were
roused by this forcible appeal. to the danger which mena-
ced every civil and religious institution, from consigning the
tender miuds of the rising gencration to teachers who ac-
knowledge no creed, who deny the divine authority of our
revealed religion, and ueglect to inculcate on the suseepti-
ble minds of their pupils any one of the great toundations of
human hope in this world and in that which is to come. A
national society was therefore established, for promoting
the education of the poor in the principles of the establisk-
ed Church; and such has been its rapid progress, that
nearly 1500 schools have been established in Great Bri-
tain, at which more than 200,000 children are now taught.
The number of Schools is still multiplying with astonishing
rapidity through Great Britain; and the great importance
of educating the children of the poor in the principles of
the Estabhshed Church. has been so strongly felt, that His
Majesty, while Prince Regent, was pleased to confer on
the Society a distingnished mark of his Royal favour, in
granting it a Charter of incorporation. The fixed and per-
manent character which this instrument confers, will, it is
contidently anticipated, prove to the Society a source of es-
sential strength, and materially enlarge its means of carry-
ing into effect its important objects: while the pleasing
hope is indulged that its continnance is now ensured, to
confirm and perpetuate to future generations those in-
valuable blessings, with the successtul diffusion of which to
the present generation it has so auspiciously begun.

Nor is the diffusion of this system from the National So-
ciety, confined to Great Britain; it is successfully extending
to all her dependencies, in the most distant parts of the
world. Schools have been for some time established at
Halifax and Quebec ; and the Report now on our table,
furnishes an account of one which has been recently form-
ed at the City of St. John, in the Province of New Bruns-
wick, incorporated by the name of The Governor and
Trustees of the Madrass School in New Brunswick. The
Legislature, duly appreciating the great advantages that
must result to the Province from such an institution, grant-
ed the sum of seven hundred and fifty pounds to the Cor-
poration, towards its support, throughout the Province.—

The Central School is to be always kept and held in the
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City of St John, and the benefits of the institution are to
be extended to cvery other part of the Province, from time
to time, and as often as the funds and means of the Corpo-
ration may enable them to do so. It is pleasing to see our
fellow Colonists enjoying the fruits of this excellent system
of instruction, and stiil more pleasing to behold them with-
in our own reach. A few years ago, the inhabitants of
Kiugston, with a degree of generous public spirit not often
equailed, established a School on the Madrass system,
which they continue to support with zeal and diligence.—
This is the only one which has been yet formed in this Pro-
vince, and the Society which upholds it has been granted
an Act of Incorporation, by which it will be enabled te pur-
sue with more energy and success the great and glorious
work which it has undertaken. But we are happy to find,
from the Upper Canada Gazette, that the benefits of this ex-
cellent system are no longer to be coufined to Kingston,
and that His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, Sir Pe-
regrine Maitland, has brought out a gentleman, at a great
expence, to form a National School at York. This gentle-
man, who has beeu strongly recommended by the Hon. Mr.
Wilberforce, has already commenced his labours, and is not
ouly capable of teachiug the children of York, but likewise
of training grown up persons lo become Masters in all parts
of the Province where they may be required. It will be of
creat advantage for all the Schools that may be established
m the differeut Districts, to connect thewmnsclves with the
Central, at York, which it is presumed will be enabled io
give them occasiounal assistance, and thus strengthen their
hands and give effect to their labours.

We anticipate the greatest benefits from the general dif-
fusion of the Naticnal System throughout the Proviuce, aud
are convinced that our excellent Governor could not have
conferred a more precious gift upon us, than by giving ef-
fect to its introduction. “Aund all who wish well to the
cause of true religion, that jewel whose safest casket is the
National Church,” ought to make every exertion to second
his benevolent purpose, and « by so doing, they will take
the best means, aided by divine grace, not ouly of banishing
profaneness and infidelity out of the land, but of prevet-
ing that dreadful confusion which is to be feared from those
many causeless divisions which weaken and disturb the
peace ¢f the Church; and of bringing about in the place
thereof such a godly unionvand concord, that as there is
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but one body, and one spirit, and one hope of our calling——
one Lord, oue faith. oue baptism—one Ged and Father of us
all; so we may be all of oue heart, and one soul, united in
one holy bond of truth and peace, of faith and charity.”

ON THE LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

[ The following Letter from Lower Canada, much good
sénse, and is therefore inserted.  The sentiments of the
Editor on the maiter it discusses, will be found in pages
363-4, Vol. 1]

Mr. RecoRrpER, , . 4
I nave been a coiistant reader of your useful publica-

tion since its commencement. 1t gives me much pleasure
that one of its character is now circulating in this extensive
country, where none of a religious nature had existed be-
fore your’s began. Ihope it will be the means of doing
much good, of making people more acquainted with the
doetrines of Christianity, and holy in their lives.

Some months ago, you gave us a very interestitig actount
of the different Missionary Societies, established in England,
that have actively and zealously engaged in propagating the
Gospel through the world. The success which has accom-
panied the exertions of the London Missionary Society in
the South Sea islands, is wonderful. In what real good has
been effected by its Missioharies, I rejoice; but, at the same
time, | am not friendly to the principles on which it was
formed and is still conducted: Its inembers and snpporters
belong to every denotination of Protestants. As a body,they
do not, and cannot, agree in any mode of Church govern-~
ment, except in maintaining the inutility of saying any thing
on the subject ; and, on that account, they send no plan of
the Christian Church to the heathen, but only what they
consider the glorious Gospel, leaving their converts to draw
from the Scriptures such a plan of Church government ag
fancy and circumstances may suggest. This lax principal
was adopled, it is said, for the purpose of bringing together
& vast variety of characters that could not otherwise co-ope~
iate in matters of religion. An?; it must be confessed thai jt
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has had an amazing influence on the sentitnents of the
Christinn world. . It has given rise to an incredible numbes
of Societies, who glory in having no respect to Sect or 1JE-
NoMINaTION ; and from Societies, it has naturally extended
to individuals, insomuch that the conduct of mauny is there-
by reculated ; and the highest character that is now given,
is, such a person is liberal in his sentiments, and has no re-
gard for sect or denomination. This conduct, however,
though it be dignified with the epithets liberal, charitable,
and conciliatory, is, notwithstanding, a positive relinquish-
ment of a great and most important part of Divine Revela-
tion. When Missionary Societies undertake to send out
Missionaries who are rot of this, or of that Church, but from
a body of men who are separate from every Church, and
cannot agree in this simple question, what is the Church ?
they actually sacrifice to what they consider zeal, charity
and liberality, principles of divine autherity and obligation,
wrhich the Apostlesand the primitive Church never for once
thought of doing. Whetever they went preaching the Gos-
pel, they laid down and taught the constitution of the Chris-
tian Church as having emanated from a source equally au-
thentic and diviune as the Gospel itsell. In proof of this as-
sertion, we may refer to St. Matt. xxviii. 19,20. * Go ye
therelore, and teach all natinns, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; teach-
ing them to observe all things whatsoever | have commmand-
you.? 1t must strike any attentive reader of Scripture, that
the Apnstles were required by this commission, not ouly to
malke disciples by teaching them the doctrines of Christiani-
ty, and recewving them into their number by baptism, but
also to teach them to observe all things whatever he had
commanded them. From the terins of the commission, it
will, I think, very naturally follow that Jesus Christ included
the government of his Church among the * all things” which
he said he had conmnanded them. If so, Jesus Christ re-
vealed to his Apostles the constitution of his Church, pre-
vious to the time wiiea he honoured them with this commis-
sion, not to one only, but to the whole number, as the event
shews; for the same thing was taught in all the Churches
of Judea, and copied by the Churches at Thessalonica;
I Thess. ii. 14. “For ye, brethren, become followers of the
Churches of God which in Judea are in Chiist Jesus.” The
Churches in Judea were planted by the very persons who
received the commission of Jesus Christ from hus own raouth.
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The Apostle St. Paul, who was not of their nnmber at that
time, planted the Church of the Thessalonians after the mo-
del that was exhibited in Judea; and it we take his own
word forit, he did the same in all Churetes, wherever he
went, ** And so ordained T in all Churches.” “We have no
such custom, neither the Churches of God.” 1. Cor. vii, 17,
xi. 16  What the Apostles taught in their dav, was consci-
entiously {ullowed hy the primitive Church, during at least,
the first three or four centuries.  Jesus Christ therefore did
institute the constitution and government of his Church—
gave it in charge to the Apostles—commanded them to pat
it in practice, which they faithfully obeyed during their time
on earth, and were fullowed by the primitive Chusch for se-
veral centuries.

indeed every Society, whether literary, political or religi-
ous, must be governed by some iaws. Those, therefore,
who say that there is no specific plan of Church government
Juid down in the New Testament, represent the Church as
being on a more contemptible fooling thaa any ather Socie-
ty whitever. No Society can exist without laws for its go-
verument. But il the most part of what Bibie and Mission-
ary Societies teach us on that subject be true, Jesus Christ
and his postles must have left the Church in a most wretch-
ed conditionindeed. 'This however is the mistake of the
Societies in question; as it is plain and undeniable,
that the great head of the Chnrch instituted a specific
plan of sacred polity, and his Apostles recorded the
great outlines of the same inthe New Testament. ! have
already taken notice of the commission that was given fo
the Apostles, and shewn that it comprehended the institution
oi Church government ; and in addition to that, I will now
refer to another passage which confinns what 1 there said :
“As my Father hath sent me, even so send 1 you; and
when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto
them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost ; whoseseever sins ve re-
mit, they are remitted unto them ; and waosesoever sins ye
retain, they are retained.” St.John, xx 21,22, 23. The
resemblance bere between the mission of Jesus Christ and
that of his Apostles, is limited to the authority he gave
them to make disciples whom they were to teach and go-
vern; as it would be very absurd to suppose that, because
Jesus, Christ came to seck and to save sinners, the Apostles,
or any set of men, must therefore be Saviours and Kedeem-
ess also.  Besides coming to die for us, and to make atone.
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ment for our sins, Jesus Chnst wassent of God to call mexn
to repentance, to receive them into hisservice, to declare
unto them the will of God, to goveyn them by his precents,
and to commission others to promulge his doctrines. Ac-
cordingly, he performed all these duties of hic high office;
and the manner in which he peiforined them is given us at
large in the four Gospels. As the Father sent him to call
men 1o repentance, to govern the disciples, and to send out
fabourers into his vineyard ; even su he sent out the Apos-
tles, invested with power to teach all nations, to receive them
into fellowship with themselves by baptism, and to govern
them according to what our Lord had commanded them.
The power he gave them to govern, is expressed in the 23d
verse of the chapter last guoted, ¢ Whosesoever sing ye re-
mit, they are remitted unto them, and whosesoever sins ye
retain, they are retained ” The Apostles, by virtue of their
commission, went evcry where preaching the gospsl of the
kingdom. 'They baptized in the niaune of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 'They taught the disciples
to observe the ordinances of their Divine Master, and sent
others to labour in the vineyard.. To select one example;
St. Paul ordained Timothy to execute the same office which
he did himsel{; 2 Tim. i. 6 ¢ Wherefore [ put thee.in re-
membrance that thou stir up the gift of God,~which is in
thee by the patting on of my hands.” The following pas-
sages will shew that Timothy was invested, after his ordina-
tion by the Apostle, with as much aathority in the Church,
as the Apostles were themselves. “ As | besought thee to
abide still at Ephesus, when I went unto Macedonia, that
though mightest charge some that they teach no other doe-
trine.” .1 Tim. i. 3. * Rebuke not an elder, but intreat
him as a father; and the younger men as brethren.”” 1 Tim..
i 1. “Against an elder raise not an accusation, but before
two or three witnesses. Them that sin rebuke before ali
that others also may fear.” 19. 20. ¢ Lay hands suddenly
on no map, neither he partakers of other men’s sins.” 22,
“ And the things which thou hast heard of me among
many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who
shall be able to teach others also.” 2 Tim. ii. 2. “ Of these
things put them in remembrance, charging them before the
Lord, that they strive not about words to no profit, but to.
the subverting of the hearers.”—14. From these passages, it
appears that Timothy bad, in common with the Apostles,
- power to lay hands on, or in other words, to ordain, Eldeys,
3 v N ¢ v
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or Preshyters, to receive accusation against them, to rebuke,
censure and expel them as the case might require,~a power
which was not vested in any Preshyter or deacon, as such;
but in the Apostles alone, and those commi-sivned by them
as Timothy and Titus were, to exercise spiritual authority
over the Presbyters and deacons. The exhortations, charges
and directions quoted from the Epistle to Timothy, were
not addressed to the Elders, or Presbyters and deacons, or-
dained by hiin, but to hiin alone, and to such persons after
him, as are invested with the same power that was vested in
him ; neither is there any passage in all the New Testa-
ment, which can prove that mere Elders are required te lay
hiands in ordination, receive accusations, give charge con-
cerning doctrines, censure or expei their equals in office.
"This power of government was entisely confined to the A-
postles, and to the persons that were appointed to succeed
them in the same office j-a power which to this day remains
in the regular succession of those guides of the fluck, and
sent to exercise the same, as Christ wassent of God. To
them is the promise given, *“So, I am with you, always even
to the end of the world,” Hence it appears thatthe Apostles
were authorised to conler the power of feeding and govern-
ing the flock of Chrisi, on others who should succeed them,
because without the same power which they had successive-
ly derived from persons who were really and truly possessed
of it, Presbyters or elders cannot on Scripture grounds either
ordain, tebuke, censure or expel offenders, who have the
same authority with the.nselves, (and all Presbyters, are on
a parity with one another,) from the society of the faithful.
This then being the case, asthe Epistles to Timothy aund
Titus fully prove, how can a heterogeneous assemblage of
men of discordant opinions, of no acknowledged scriptural
authority send to the heathen but what, from the nature of
the thing itself, must he a defective, if not a corrupt, Gos-
pel ? They cannot, however well meaning many of its men-
bers and supportess may be, dp itin conformity to the laws
instituted by Jesus Christ for the government of his Church
inasmuch as private men, men without authority in the con-
gregation of Christ’s flock, assume powers and functions
which never were vested in them by any competent autho-
yity. DBesides, when they actin the capacity of a Missiona-
1y society, they professedly and openly act without the pale
aof what they themselves consider the Church, and thereby
proclaim to the world, that Jesus Christ has left no govern-
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went for his flock, butlefl it on a more lo e fonting than a-
ny otker society whatever. They come ont of their viuious
churches, as if the Church of € firist were not competeni to
propagate the Gospel.  They do this, because they do nut
know what the {"hurch of Christ 1s, hecause they cannot a-
gree in the simple question, HWhat ss the Church ? and then
assume a new character—a character which is neither Chrie-
tian nor political, but an extraordinary indescribable mix-
ture of arrogant assumption of power and vain glory.  The
Gospel which this mixture sends out, is not preteuded to be
sent by the Church of Christ, but by a society of human
formation and of mere human aut hority—a society that af-
fects to lay aside the government of Christ’s House, and to
substitute confusion and anarchy in its place.

Let us now suppose that the principles on which the Lon-
don Missionary Society, and all other Societ.es of a similar
character are formed and conducted, were fully related to
an intelligent heathen, the fol!owm(rtr.m) of ideas, I thiok,
would very forcibly obtrude on his mind.  « These strantrers
from afar, certainly bring to our ears, doctrines and prece;»ts
which are far superior to every thing we knew before ; but
to us, poor heathens, who have never been favoured thh
the opportunities and privileges they have had, of cultivat-
ingourminds,and of becoming acquainted with the attributes
and will of the Great Spirit that made and governs the world,
there can be no certainty, that what thsse strangers teach
is true.  For let me tell you, my breihren, the people who
have sent these strangers to our shone~, whose ancestors for
miore than 1700 years have had in possession what they call
the will of the Great Spirit, written in & book,and that baok
in the hands of every one of them ; yet after all, as
Yam credibly informed, even at this advanced pennd of
the woild, are not awreed among themselves, in regard
to the Laws and institutions which the Great Spmt gave for
the government of such of us as shali turn from our “ancient
gwls to the religion which they would have us to embrace.
This fact looks at least to me, asif the doctrines which they
teach were not true ; or, if they are true, thatthey are so
utterly umntolho'lble as to discourage us from having any’
thing to do with them, since the people, who have for azes
been studying them, have not yet agreed, not anly in the
most essential articles of their creed, but they have not even
agreed in the mere outward form, so as to be united in one

}aody ”
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Thus far I suppose the heatlien would proceed, without
departing in the least from the dictates of what vatural rea-
son would suggest, and here [ leave him, observing, that
when ( hristians aet, as they ought to do, within the
pale of the Chureh of Christ, this kind of reasoning can bave
no place. For the Church has power from the Lord to send
out labourers to his vineyard, invested with authority to ad-
minister the word and sacraments, not a defective, but the
whole blessed, Gospel, and plant the Church according to
Apostolic institation. Now, where can we find this primitive
and Apostolic nrode of propagating the Gospel, and promot-
ing religion, on so divine and scriptural a foundation as in
those venerable Societies in England ; the one, for propagat-
ing the Gogpel in foreign parts, and the other, for promoting
Christian Knowledge ? In these Societies, the Church sends
the Missionary out with the Bible in his hand, accompanied
with the Liturgy, and other Books of sound Divinity and
fervent but pure devotion, teaching and shewing how the
faithfulin all ages, have worshipped the God of their fathers,
and understood and practised the faith once delivered to the
Saints. It is none ot her characteristics to glory in distribut~
ing the Bible without nnte or comment, but to mamfest her
maternal care and solicitude that people should understand
what they read and become wise unto salvation.

TITUS.
Lower Canada, July 16th, 1820.

———————— C—

THE PENITENT SON.
(Frem Brackwoon’s Macazive.)

Deatn brings to those who have been long dreading its
approach, by the bed-side of one tenderly beloved, a calm
in which nature feéls most gracious relief from the load of
sorrow.  While we yet hear the faint murmurs of the unex-
pired breath, and see ihe dim light of the unclosed eyes—
we watch in agony all the slightest movements of the suffe-
Ter, and to save the life of friends or parent, we ourselves
would gladly die. All the love of which our hearts are ca-
pable, belongs then but o one dearest object; and things,
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which perbaps a few days before were prized as the most
delightful of earth’s enjoyments, seem, at that awful crisisy
unworthy even of the affections of a clildi  The blow is
struck, and the sick-bed is a bier. But God suffers not the
souls of them who believe, to fall into an abyss of despair.
The being, whom for so many long years we have loved and
reverenced,
¢ Has past through nature to eternity,”

and the survivors are left behind in mournful resignation to
the mysterious decree.

Life and death walk through this world hand in hand.
Young, old, kird, cruel, wise, foolish, good and wicked—
all at last patiently submit to one inexorable law. At all
times, and in all places, there are the watchings, and weep-
ings, and wailings, of heartssevered, or about to sever Yet
look over fandscape or city—and though sorrow, and sick-
ness, and death, be in the groves and woods, and solitary
places among the hills—armong the streets and the squares,
and the magnificent dwellingsof princes ; yet the great glad
gpirit of life is triumphant, and there seems no abiding place
for the dreams of decay. ‘

Sweet lonesome cottage of the Hazel Glen! Even now
is the merry month of May, passing brightly over thy- broo-
my braes ; and while the linnet sings on earth, the lark re-
plies to him from heaven. The lambs are playing in the
sunshine over all thy verdant knells, and infant shepherd and
sheperdassare joining in their glee. Scarcelyis there a cloud
in the soft cerulean sky—save where a gentie mist ascends
ahove the dark green sycamore, in whose shade the solitary
dwelling sleeps I  This little world is filled to brink with
happiness —for grief would be ashamed to sigh within the
atill enclosures of these pastoral hills.

Three little months ago, and in that coitage we stood to-
gether—son, daughter, grandchild, pastor, and friend—by
the death-bed of the Elder.  In thought are we still stand-
ing there ; and that night of death returns upon me, not dark
and gloomy, but soft, calm, and mournful, like the face of
heaven just tinged with moonlight, and here and there a so-
litary star.

The head of the old manlay on its pillow stiller than in a-
ny breathing sleep, and there was a paleness on his face that
told the heart would beat no more. We stcod motionless,
as in the piciure, and looked speechlessly on each other’s
countenance. ¢ My grandfather has fallen asleep,” said



The Penit-nt Sui, W7

the lovingbey, ina low voice. unconsciotely using, in his
simpheiry. that sublime scriptural expressioi for death —
The wiother. unable to withhold hersobs, took herchild by
his il hand, ai-d was leading him away, when at once the
dreadiul truth fell upon him, and he knew that he was e-
ver again o say W8s prayers by the old man’s kuees. «Oh!
let me kiss him—once ouly—before they bury him in the
cold earth;” aud in a moment the golden curls of the child
were mixed with the grey hairs of the lifeless shadow. No
terror had the cold hips for him; and closely did he lay his
cheek so smooth to those deep wrinkles, on which yet seem-
ed todwell a last loving smile. The father of the boy
gazed piteously upon him, and said unto himself « Alas! he
hath no love to spare for me, who have so long forgotten
bim. Jamie—my little Jamie! cried he now aloud, *thou
wouldst not weep so were I to die—thou wouldst ot kiss so
thy own father’s lips if they were, as these are, colder and
whiter than the clay!” The child heard well, even where
he lay on the bosom ofthat corpse, the tremulous voice of
his father; aud nature stirring stiongly within hus heart to-
wards him of whose blood he was framed, he lifted up his
sullied face from the unbeating bosom, and gently steuling
himself away from the bed, rushed into his parent’s arms,
and lay there delivered up to all the perfect love of child-
hood’s forgivieg heart.  All his father’s frowns were forgot-
ten—Dhis suiler looks—his stern words—his menaces, that
had so often struck terror to his wondering soul—his indiffe-
reice—his scorn—and his cruelty.—He remembered only
his smiles, and the gentlest sounds of his voice ; and happy
now, as in heaven, to feel himseif 10 more neglected or
spurned, bat folded, as in former sweetest days,. unto the
bosom of his own kind father. the child could bear to turn
his eyes from that blessed embrace, towards the dead old
man, whom. an hour ago, he had looked on as his ouly
guardian on earth besides Ged, and whose gray hairs, he
had, even as an orphan, twined round bis very heart, «}
do not ask thee, Jamie, to forget thy gre: disther—uo, we
too will often speek of him, sitting togethszr Ly the ingle, or
oun the hill side—but | beseech thee not ia lot all thy love
be buried with himain the grave-—and to keep all that thou
canst for thy wretched father.”  Sighs. sohs, tears, kisses,
and embraces, were all the loving child’s reply. A deep
and divine joy had heen restored to him, over whose loss
oft{:}n ha;} his pining childhood ;vept. The beauty of his -
or. Il 2
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ther’s face revived—It smiled graciously upon him, as it did
of old, when he was wont to totter after hun-to the sheep-
fold—and to pull primroses beneath his loviug eye, trom
the mossy baitks of the little sparkling burn! Scarcely
could, the child believe inisuch blessed change. ~ But the
kisses fell fast on his brow—and when he thought that the
accompanying tears were shed by his own father. for the
unkindress sometimes shewn te his child, he could not con-
_tain those. silent' self-upbraidings, but with thicker-sobs
blessed .him. by that awful name, and prow.i-ed to love him
beyond:even hitn. who was now lying dead before their
eyes. “[.williwalk along with the funeral—and see my
randfather buried, in our ‘own burial place, near where
the Tent.stands at the Sacrament-—Yes, . I will walk, my fa-
ther, by your side—and hold one of-the strings of the coffin
~—and if you. will only promise to'love me for ever as you
now do, and used always to do long ago,-Lwill strive to
think of my grandfather without weeping—aye—without
shedding one single tear :"—and here the child, unaware of
the full tenderness of his own sinless heart, burst out into
an uncontrollable flood of grief. The mother. happy in her
sore affliction, to see her darling boy again taken:so loving-
ly to her husband’s heart. looked towards them with a faint
smile,—and then, with a beaming countenance, towards the
~expired saint; forshe felt that hissdying words had re<tor-
ed the sanctities of nature to her earthly dwelling.  With
gentle hand, she beckoned the Pastor and myseli to foliow
her--and- conducted us away from the death-bed, into a
little parlour, in which burned a cheerful fire; and a small
table was spread with a cloth whiter jhan the snow—+ You
will stay in our cottage. all night—ang, we shall all meet to-
gether again before the hour of rest 1" ~and so saying, she
Calmly withdzew. ~ '

There. wag.ng disorder or disarray in the roém;in which
we ngw.sat.  Thongh: sicknes$ had heen in the house, no
domsstic duties had been neidectad.  In this room the Pa-
triarelyhad, ey vy eveningdor forty vears. said family pray-
ers—and the di<i hnd not been allowed to gather there,
thougle S1¢itenzs L] kept hiui from, the quiet nook in which
he hiad so Id';"{f;fd()r;gué% 'T{Elee servaut, with sorrow1ul
but; composed features. broughf, -to us our .simple menl;

W@;é%}ffrﬁg* Pastor blessed, not wit}mgt_ a pathetic':ﬁluysim o
hiny, who' hal;;j“:i:'eep:’x'eg%c‘\'_ﬂ(} —and :n.nqll%&; . “Qg%‘-tagxc! Hing
sgpilly;to.them whe #iiyived bim, . That sunple but meost fer-
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.vent aspiration seemed to breath¢ an air of comfort through
the hcuse that was desolate—but adeep melancholy yet
-reigned over the hush, aud the inside of- the cottage, now
that its ancient honour was gone, felt forlorn as its outside
would have doue, had the sycamore, that- gave it shade and
shelter, been felled to the earth. o :

We had sat by oursclves for about two hours, when the
matron again appeared : not as when we had first seen hery
wearied, worn out, and careless of'hevcself, but calin in her
demeaunour, and with har raiment changed, serene and-
beautiful'in the compositre of her faith.  With a sof* voice
she asked us to come with her again to the room where her
father lay—aud thither we fullowed her in silence.

The body of the-old man had béen laid out by the same
loviug haunds that so-tenderly ministered toall its wants and
wishes when alive. The shroud in whith he was now wrap-
ped. had been in the cottage for many a long year; and
white as it was, even as the undrivensnow, scarcely was it
whiter than the dheeks jud the locks uow bound in its pence-
ful folds. To.theeves of my chilihood the Eldei’s face
had. sometimes. seemed. even in its benignity, too austere
for my careless thoughts, impressed as it ever was with an
habitual holiness.  But all such austerity, ifindeed it had
been ever there,-death had now remnoved from that silent
countenance, His last moments had been.blessed by his
sou’s coutrition—his daughter’s love—his grandchild’s pity
—his pastor’s pravers., And the profound peace which his

arting spirit had enjoyed; left an expression on his placid
features, consolatory and sublime. e

The Penitent Soi was sitting at the bed-side. We all
took our places near him. and for a while remained silent,
with eyes-fixed on-that countenanée from which beamed the
best memories of earth, and the loftiest hopes of heaven, -

“ Hear,” said the iumbled man; « how the thaw is bring

-ing down the loosened torrents from the hills! even so 18
-1y sonl flowing within me {"—«. Aye, and it will flow, tillits
waters are elee more pure and bright as a summer stream,”
-said the Paster with a benign voice.  “.But art thou sure-
‘that my father's forgiveness was perfect ?”. « Yes, William;,
it was perfect. Not on his death-bed only, when love re.
leuts towards all objects glimmeriug away from our mortal
‘eyes, did the old man take thee iuto his hieart; bat,-Wils'

1§

liam, not 2 day, vo, not an hour. has passed over these
‘silver haigs, in ‘méh:thy father did not forgive:thee; love-
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thee, pray for thee nnto-God and thy Saviour, It was but
last Sabb: 1k that we stood together by thy mother's ws.ive
in the kirk yard, after divine worship, when all the congre-
gatior had dispersed e held his éyeso that tomb storie,
and said, " vO Heuveuly Father, when, through the werits
of the Redeemer. we all meet agiis, a fumily 1n he. vers ves.
me.:.ber thou, O Lord, my poor Jost William; let thece
drops plead for him. wrung nut from his old father’s broken
heart’ The big tears, Williaw. plashed like the drops of
a thander shower on the toub stoue—and, at the time, thy
father’s foce was whiter than ashes—bhut divine assurance
-came upos his tribulation—and as we walked together from
the burial place. there was a happy smile.about-bis faded
eye, aixd he whispered unto me, ¢ My bay bias been led as-
tray, but Giod will vot forget that he was once the prop and
pillar of his father's house. One hour’s sincere repentesnce
will yet-wipe away-all his transgressions.” Whet we part-
€d. he was,: know it. perfectly bappyZ-and happy no doubt,
he continued usiil he died.  Waili:m! many a.pang hust
thon sent-to thy father’s heart ; but believe thou this, that
thon madest amends for.them all at the bour of his dissolu-
tion. Lok, the smile, of joy. ai thy deliverance, is yet up-
.onhis face® ~ . : . e

The son took his hands from before hig’ eyes—gazed on
the celestial expiession of his father’s”countenance—and
his soul was satisfied. : Lo 2

5 Alag! alas!™ Lo s4id ina humble voice, «what is rea-
son. stich poor, imperfect, miserable reason s mive, to deal
.with the dpeadful mysteries of Gad !  Never sinee I forsook
my Bible hasthe very earth ceased:tg-shake and tremble
beneath my feet. Never, since I spurved it§ aid, have I
understood one single thought of myswa.bewildered:-heart!
Hape, trath, faith. peace, and virtue, all at once deserted
together. T began to think of myself as of the bensts that,
perishy my better feelings " were a reproach or a riddle to
me, and J believed in my perplexity, that my soul was of the
dust. " Yes! Alice, I beheved that thou too wert to perish
‘utterly. thou and all thy sweet babies, like flowers that'the
cattle hoofs tread into the mire, and that nejther thou nor
they were ever. in your beauty and your‘inpnotence, to see

the fice of the Being who created yoy,” . -

_Wild words séemed these to tbat high-souled. woman,
wha for years had borne with undiminished, nay, augmente
ed affection’ the heaviest'of all afflictions, that of a
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fiusband’s alienated heart, and had taught her children
the precepis and doctrines of that religionr which he in his
delusion had abaudoued. A seuse of the feariul danger he
had uow escaped, and of the feartul wickeduess, brought up
from the bottom of her heart all the nnextinguishable love
that had lzio there through years ot sorrow-—aad she went
up to him and wept on his bosom. +Oh! say it not, that
one so ki «d as thou could ever believe that 1 and my little
or-.¢s would never see their Maker—they who were baptiz-
ed iu thive own arms, William, by that pious man, in the
pame of the I ather, the Son, and the Holy Ghost!” « Yes,
my Alice! 1 eared so once—but the dismal dreamn is gone.
Itelt as if the ground on which this our sweet cottage
stands, had beets undermined by some fiend of darkness—
and as if it were to sink down out of sight with all its
thatched roof so beautiful—its cooing pigeons—its murmur-
ing bee-hives—and its blooming garden. I thousht of the
gencrations of my forefathers that had died in the Hazel
Glen—aud they seemed to me like so many shadows vain-
ly fullowing each other along the hills. My heart was dis-
quieted within me; for the faith of my childhood was iuter-
twined with all my atfections—with all my love for the
dead and the living—for thee, Alice, and our children, wheo
do all resemble thee both in beauty and innocence, whether
at thy besom, or tottering along the green sward, and play-
ing with the daisies in the sun. Such thoughts were in-
deed ‘woven through my heart, and they could not be torn
thence but by a heavy hand. Alice! the sight of thee and
them drove me mad; for what sight so insupportable to one
who has no hope in futurity as the smiles and tears of them.
he loves in his distraction !”

He who spake was no common man—no common man
had been his father. Aud he gave vent to his thoughts and
feelings in a strain of impassioned cloquence, which, though
above the level of ovdinary speech, may not unfrequently
be heard in the cottage of the Scottish peasant, when the
discourse is of death and judgment. All the while be was
speaking, the wife kept her streaming eyes close to his face
~—the gray-haired Pastor beheld him with solemn looks-o=
the mortal remains of his father lay before him—and, as he
paused. there rose the sound of the snow-swollen flood.

«l call the Almighty to wilness,” said the agitated man,
rising from his seat, and pacing along the floor, « that these
hands are yet usnstained by crime. But oh! how much
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longér might they ‘have so continded?  Why need the ua-.
behiever care for human life?  What dignifies <the “spilling
&’qf .a few dvdps of .useless blood? Be the graveonce
thought to be -the final doom™ of all—and what then ishthe
mearing of the .word crime? bDespérate .and murderons
thoughts assailed -me by myself in solftude, .1 had reason-
ed myself, as | thought, out of my belief in rexglation—taud
ali those feelings. by, which aloue. faith is possible, at the
‘sanie time diéd away in my hecrt, leaving 1t a prey.to the
~wretchedness. and cruelty of ‘infidelity | Shapes caine avd
tempted me on the' moogs—with eyes and voices like, *but
unlike the eyes and” voices of wren. One had a dagger :in
its hand—ang. though it said nothing. its dreadfnl face in--
~cited me to dosome murder.. I saw it in the swilight—for
it was. the $ery'middle of the day—and I was sitting by wy-
self'on the wall of the old sheepfold, looking down in av a-
gony, on the Hazel Glen where [ 'was born, and where 1
had oice been so happy. 1t gave me the. dagger—and.
laughed-as it disappeared. 1saw and felt the dagger dis-
tinctly for some miiiutes in my hand, but it seemed . to. fall
down among the heather, atid-iarge blots of blood were on
my fingers, An icy shivéring came over me, though _it was
a suuny day.and nithouta cloud, apd I strove to think ibat
a brain fever had hesn upep me. I lay -for two days aud
nights upon the pill—aud :more than once Lsaw: my" chil-
dren playing oy the green beside the water-fall, and rose to
g0 down o pulthem {0 death~but & figure in white—it
‘might be thou. Alice. or an angel, seemed o rise 'out of the
‘stream, and quietly to drive the childrep towards the cot-

tage, a5 thou Wouldst & few tottering dambs.”

K o vey “3e 3 + : o N

wing all this terrible confession, the speakér moved up -
“and down -the, Foom—as we are told of the footsteps.of nfen
in the condemned cell, heard pacing o aud fro d{,)uringihe
night precedin@the éxedition. ﬁ,_‘y not. such -dreadfo]

ER \

thonghts to thé chuyeof tity soul,” said his wife, now greaty.

o

Iy alarmed, % Hunger, and thirst, and the'rays of the sun,
and ;t;!ye;dkc{\,\fstpﬂtljb night, had indeed driven thee into 2
Faeful fever; and God knows,that the best of men are ofe
ten liké demons. in a.disease!” The Pastor, .who had not
‘dnved to nterript bim during the heiglit of his passion;now
besonght him to dismiss from his.mind ‘all such grievoys.res
collections. and was. just about to address himselfto prayer
when. an-dnterruption took place,'most pitiable and affect:
ing:
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The door, at which no foolstép had been heard;. slowly
and softly opened, aund in glided alittle ghost,. with ashy

- face and open eyes, folded in a sheet, aud sobbing as it
came alorg . it was no other than that loving child walk--
ilig i its sleep, and dréaming of its grandfather.” Not one-
ot us had, power to move. On feet that seemed, in the cau-.

- Hivusyess of aflection; scarcely to touch the floor, he went
.up to-the bedside, and kneeling down, held up his little '
hands, palm to palm, and said a litde prayer of his own, for
thelife: of him- who was lyirg dead within the totich of his
balmy breath. le.then-climbed up juto the bed, and laid
himself down, as he had been wout to do,’ by the old man’s

side. = . A . - .

" « Never,” said the' Pastor, « saw I love like this.” ‘And
he joined his sobs to those that were fast rising from- us all
at this insupportable sight;:..« OhEif my %lessed child
should awake,” said his mother, * and find himself bestde.
a corpse’so cold, he will lose his senses—I mustindeed se- -
parate him from ‘his'dead graudfather.” Gently did she
disengage his little hands from.-the shrouded breast, and
bore him- into:the midst of us in her armis: His face bes
came less deadly white—his eyes less glazedly fixed—and
drawing a long, deép, complaining sigh, he at last slowly a-
woke, and dooked bewilderedly, first on his mother’ face,

w then on the etirer figures sitting'in silence by the uneer-
tain lamp-light. .« Come, my swéét Jamie, to thine own
bed*said his weeping mother: The hasbaiid followed in-
hislove;.and at miduighit the Pastor and myself retired to .
rest; at which hour, evefy room iu the cottage seemed- as
as still s that wherein lay all thal remained on earth of the
Patriarch-and the Eldep. - s o ~

. }t was on Mady-day that. along with my venerable friend,
T again visited the eottage ofthe Hazel Glen.” A week of
‘geutle and suniiy rain had just passed-over the-scenery, and
brgught all its.Joveliness into life. Ttould scarcely helieve
.that so short ‘a time ago the whiteness of winter had shrovd-
‘el the verdant solitude; < Hereaud there, indeed; a ‘patch
ofsnow-lay still unmelied, where, solatelythe deep wrenths.
had been drifted by the storm. - The hum " of insects even
ay,not unheardyiand throtgh the glitter 8f ‘the stream, the
trput Was, Seen leaping at its gaidy prey.as they svent sail-
Sng dewn'the peols with their axpanded"wings: The swhole
"Glen wds-filled with amingled spiritof pleasureiandiof peii:
siveness,.
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As we approached the old syemuore. we heard behind
us the sound of footsteps, and that bewatifad boy, whom we
had so loved in his affitction, came vp to ns with o swilivg
face. and with his satehel over his sheulder. fle was re-
turnirg [rom school, for the afternoon was a half holidey,
aud his face was the picture of peace and inuocence. A
sudden recolleetion assailed his heart, as snon as he heard
our voices, and it would have been e2sy to have changed
hi- smiles into tears.  But we rejoiced (o see how benignly
nature had assuaged his grief. and that there was now no-
thing in memory, whicli he could not Liear to think of, even
-among the pauses of his pastimes.  He led the way happi-
ly and proudly, and we cntered once more the cottage of
the Hazel Glen.

The simple meal was en the table, and the husband was
in the act of asking a blessing, with a ferveat voice. When
he ceased, he and his wite rose to bid us welcome, and
there was in their calm and quiet manner an assurance that
they were happy. The children flew with laughter to meet
their brother, 1 spite of the presence of straugers, and we
soon sat down all together at the cheerful hoard  n the
calm of the evening, husband and wife walked with us
down the Glen. as we returned to the Manse ; nor did we
fear to speak of that solemn night, during which, so happy
a change had been wrought in a sioner’s heart.  We parted
in the twilight, and on looking back at the Hlazel Glen. we
heheld a large beautiful star shining right over the cottage,

Erenus.

AT SRS Statn

KEASONS FOR ATTACIHMENT THF CHURCH OF
ENGLAND.

(From the Christian Observer.)

$xa peried. like the present. of innovation and specula-
tior—when what 1s vereruble and approveed tao cfier. for
that very reason, becomes suspected. and whey jt requires
censiderable firmness to stand the charge of prejudice and
bizotry with which those who hold f1st ~ the good old way”
are not urfrequently asauilcd— it becomes the duty of cve-
vy individusl to be able to give a reason, not genéraiiy for
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“the hope that is in him? as a Christian, but also for his ad-
herence and attachment to that particular church, of which
he professes hiinself a member. I am conscious that there
is nothing of novelty in the following survey of reasons for
attachment to the Church of England ; but | have thrown
them together, in the hope thut considerations which have
proved satisfactory to my own mind may not be without
their effect on the minds of others, and under the idea that
it condnces in no common degree to comfort and usefulness,
to be fully persnaded that our connexion with the church is
not a matter of habit, or of authority, but founded on a con-
viction that there are substantial grounds of preference for
our choice.

It is almost superfluous to remark, that in no human in-
stitution’ can we expect perfection: our grounds of prefe-
rence must, therefore, be principally founded on compari-
son, as taken with other churches, or with the disadvantages
that would arise from a change: and it is chiefly to the dan-
ger and disposition of the present day—svhich is not that of
preferring to the church any old and exising mode of dis-
sent, but of attempting to strike out a new, and, as it is sup-
pnsed, a purer and more scriptural mode of worship—ihat
the following rem :rks are directed.

By the young and inexperienced in religion, the blemish-
es of existing establishmeuts are so keenly descried, while
their advantages are so little understood—the yet untried e-
vils of separation are so little apprehended—the sin of
schism 3 of leaving the bosom of a church, blessed of God
through a series of many generations; is so inadequately
considered—there is so much of what is congenial to the re-
maining sinfulness of the heart, in the excitement, the op-
position, the misrepresentation, whick are to be encounter-
ed, and parried, and disregarded, in the progress of a step of
this kind—that while it is quite obvious 10 all around, that if
not a desire to attract notice, af least an undue self-confi-
dence and contempt of the judziment of others, is leading the
subjects of the experiment into error, they appear to them-
selves to be actuated solely by a conscientious desire for
truth, and hy a regard for our Saviour’s injunction,  Call no
man master, upon earth.” The experience of a few years
will probably teach theimn, when too late, that influence and
opportuanities of usefulness, never to be recovered, have been
lost ; occastons of olfence, never to be removed, have been
giver, in the vain attempt after a perfection and purity of

Veu. IL 2 K
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St L B 1 .

doctrine and -discipline unattainable in this world, in whate-
‘Ver quarter or connexion it tnay be'sought. - 7 .7
. The purpose of a chutch 1s o afford the means of edifica-
tion to her spiritual members, and of insiruction and conver-
tion to those who are her members ouly by outward profes-
sion. " It-canpot-hé denied, that the Chiich’ of England ef-
fects both 3 .and in'a mapner, as | conceive, better calculated
to promote humality of heart and growth in religion, - thyn a-
‘ny other communion: for in it the € firistian grows up. into
Chirist with Tess observation und humun excitenient’ than in
most othier.churches, For the very. constitution of dissent-
ing communities, emnent "piety procures notice and ad#
‘vancement; thase wild'are remarkable for their attafnments
in religion, obtain on thataccount respect and influence; an
while the human heart remains hat, éver'sinece the fall of
Adam, it hasheen, is it to be wondered af if, especially with
the young convert, pride and sel-complacency should begin
Jfo spring up with luxuriance in this genial sunshine? . It
‘Bas accordingly heen often remarkead by clergymen respect-
ing those of whom they had hoped well, that an’exchange
of the.meckiiess and lowliness of the Christian character,
for a gréater or less degree af spiritual pride and presump-
tion, has been a frequent result of the transition from the ob-
scure station, in their own church, "to'the more conspicuqus
éne to whiéh-they were raised, i some smaller and’moie
exclasive community. . ;1 oo e

It is with me a circumstance of no inconsiderable weight
on this.question; that, God has been pleased  to place’our
chuych 1 the exalted station which she at present occupies ;
a fuct, the mure rémarkable, ; because on looking back at
thre history of that church, and reviewing the 'many scenes
.of persecution in which she has been concerned, we should
Searcely, reasoning without'a knowledge of the issue, have
expecied to find such a result.  That high station she must
either retain or lose, . 1f she retain it, "anscprj}inp'e,, as"Gpd
in his providencéthas hitherto constituted her, 1he great ine-
dinimol instruction to e people ut fasge, is it pot the duty of
all who desire to retain the blessings of a scriptiral mini-ty,
to strengihen her by their prayers and attendance?  If she
Tose it, what confusions, jéalousies, and séparations, may
pot énsue " How much of all that is contrary to whit is re-
corded of ‘the nfant churchi, in. Acts, ix. 31 )¢ the
churches bad 78 £, audd were edified, and walkingjiy the Tear
of the Lord, and inthe corhiopt of the Holy"Ghost,, were

5
-
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multiplied !” Rest, Paley remarks, is the enjoyment of age ;
and, as in viatural, so in spiritual things, the blessings of
peuce, of stillness, of leisure to commune with our own
heart, are seldom valued as they deserve to be by the young
Christian, It is not withn, but without and around him,
that his fervent spirit usually desires to exert itself. Little
aware of the extent of Chitstian holiness, of that woild with-
in, as well as without, which is to be denied and mortified ;
of that deecitfulness of the hewt, dectrinally assented (o, but
very little understood in the early stages of areligions pro-
gress; he looks around him for some theatre on which to
exhibit his spiritual strength, and to try his newly acquired
weapons.

But it may be objected, that the 2nqairies which termi-
nate in secession, are not entered upon from the love of con-
troversy or novelly, but are forced, as it were, upon the
mind ; and if conscience protest azainst a practice as un-
scriptaral, is not her voice to be listened to; I reply: Satun
may assume the appearance of an angel of light : we should
therefore, beware, lest he beguile us by hissabtlety: we
should examine well car motives. Blay no secret bias to-
ward individuals, who may have taken this step before us—
no latent dissatisfaction with religious advantages, perhaps
inferior to those formerly possessed, influence our minds?
Have experience, observation, an acquaintance with the de-
vices of Satan, and the deceitfulness of our ewn hearts, qua-
lified us to determine upon a question not always of easy
decision, but in which confiicting daties, and apparently
counter injunctions, render calmness of feeling, clearness of
judgment, a single eye to the will of God, and an implicit
dependence on Divine direction, necessary, in order to make
a right choice? Isit likely that these should be the qualifi-
cations of youth and inexperience? “Are they not almost
exclusively the attainments of the tried and matured Chris-
tian? And yet, if they are indispensably requisite to form
a right judgment on the questian, is not the want of them in
itself an imperative reason for delay? Can the advantages
to be obtained, even in a purer form of worship, compensate
for the anxieties and offences occuasioned by a separation ?
Can a chusch, in which have been nurtured and edilied
some of the holiest men that ever existed—our Hookers, our
ilerberts, our Leightons, our Beverages—reully be essential-
ly and fundamentally in error, so as to render neceszary a
separation from it, in the face of the cominual exhortations
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to unity and peace with which the Seriptures abound ? If
the energies of our renewed nature, instearl of being direct-
ed to the mere circnmstantials and macninery of relivion,
were duly intent on bringing every thought into captivity to
the Gospel of Chiist, and crucifying the (lesh with its affec-
tions and lusts, how little time or inclination would he left
for doubiful disputations ; how much more should we adorn
the doctrine of God our Saviour; how much greater peace
should we enjoy with the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ!

Again, if we look at those who, in our own times, have
thought a separation from the church necessary, do we see
such an increase of usefulness, of peace, and of charity, as
to encourage us to follow their example? Do not too ma-
ny, on the contrary, famentably coirespond to the Apostle’s
expression, © ever learning, and never able to come to a
koowledge of the truth 77 Do we not see ton many fluctua-
tine, 2ol disuntted amonz themselves? as, indeed, must e-
ver be the case when wen will yield nothing for the sake of
peace, and order, and security, the silent growth, and tran-
quil beauty of our Zion; astate, the tendency of which we
may learn from the tenns in which it is hailed by an acute,
though unhappily free-thinking writer,* who speaks with .le-
light of an era “free from every iixtare of ahsusdity, impos-
ture, and fanaticista ; when the teachers of each little sect,
fiuding themselves almost alone, woul:l be obliged to respect
those of almost every other sect, and the concessions which
they sould mutaally find it both agrecable and convenient
to make to one another, might; in time, probably reduce the
docirine of the greater part of then o that pure and rational
relizion, sueh as wise ineu have, in all ages of the world,
wishied to sce established § bat such as positive luw has ne-
ver yet estaplished, and probablv never will establish in any
couniry.  Because, with regard to religion, positive law  al-
ways has been, and probably always will be, more or less
ixfluenced by popalar superstition and enthusiasm. This
pian of ecelestastical government, or, more properly speak-
g, of no ecclesiastical govermment, was what the sect call-
ed independents—a sect, no doubt, of very wild enthusiasts
—proposed to establish in Logland, towards the close of the
civil war. 1f it had been established, though of a very un-

philosophical origin, it would probubly, b.yb ihis time, have

* Adam Smith, Vol, HI. book 3, ch. 1.
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been productive of the most philosophical zood temper and
maderation, with regard to every sort of religious principle!”?
But are our reasons tor attachment to the church only the
negative ones of its being established, and of the evils that
would result from a separation ? Far from it.  Not only is
our judgment convinced, but our affections secured.  We
feel a filial veneration for the formularies which we have so
often used with comfort and advantage: we love to pray in
the words in which our forefathers pravcd and in which so
m:wy fellow-warshippers are still calling ¢ on the name of
Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours.”” Nor is this
mere bigotry, bhut the natmal and n this instance beneficial,
effect of the pnmmple of association inherewt in the human
mind. ¢ 1 never enter a Gothic church,” says the late Mr.
Ceal, “without feeling my selﬁmpreased with something of
of this idea: Within thesé walls have been resounded for
centuries by successive generations, Thou art the King of
glorv, O Christ.”  The lervency with which the soul wmay
hase accompanied an extempore prayer, can with difficuity
be retraced in subsequent meditation: but a hturgy affords
facilities for embudymsz and recalling the impressiens of our
happier moments; its wouds are enriched to aged Christians
by being the representatives of their past experience ; many
delightful records are associated with them of hours when
those words softened and soothed their hearts.  In a liturgi-
cul form of worsh:p, there is also less dependence upon man,
awd more upon the ~pirit of Ged, in belping our infinmities,
than in extempoe prayer; andaf there are occasions when
the ad: npi,mnn of which extempore prayer admits, is desira-
ble, aliturgy has advantages, which, on the whole, greatly
overbular-ce this partiul convenience. It serves as a guard
against the danger of what iy be called praying to the
times; and vei so capable isit, from that comprehensive-
ness ot expiession sometimes ohje( ted to, of application to
ndividual feelings and wants, that | have often, when enter-
ing mto the church service with a mind pre-occupred by pe-
culsar circumstances, been unexpectedly touched with the
un;»remednaled suitableness of some part of it to the subject
whichh engaged me, and leltit to be “ meet for all hours and
every mood of man.” And while it brings back the mind
to those spiritual blessings which need to “be petitioned for
by all Christians, at all llmes, it doesit in reality in a man-
ner less formal than conld be accomplished by any other
mode; for the formality of a form of prayer, where the same
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blessings are repeatedly to be supplicated, is less observa-
ble, than an attempt to vary the expression of the same idea
in extempore prayer. Another advantage of a liturgicul form
of worship is,that it affords no room for displayon the one side,
or criticism on the other. Few can have attended, #sven oc-
casionally, at places of worship where extempore prayer is
employed,without having felt themselves pained and offend-
ed by the way in which the petitions and expressions of the
prayer are frequently animadverted upon. A liturgy cuts off
all opportunity for this. The retention of so much ceremony
as is maintained in our forms of public worship, is an objec-
tion sometimes openly, and not less often sileatly, made:
but ceremonies are not now what they were in the dass of
our second Charles, when toleration was unknown, and vio-
lence scarcely left reason or conscience any scope for ex-
cuse, or allowed them to decide upon the real degree of im-
portance due to those trifles (for trifles nrany of them were)
for which some of our forefathers unwillingly separated them-
selves from the church. ‘That which when voluntarily uc-
ceeded to is unfelt, becomesa burden too heavy to be borne
when imposed on the conscience.

I will only add, that I am quite sure that a preponderat-
ing attachment to the Church of England is entirely eonsis-
tent with a cordial respect and regard fur all, of whatever
denomination, who “love our Lord Jesus Christ in sinceri-
ty 7 and while 1 think that every member of our church has
reason to apply to himself the words of the Psalmist, “The
lines are fallen untome in pleasant places,” siill I would
always desire o recollect that * although here we are nur-
tured and cultivated in different pastures and enclosures,
there is, after all, but one Shepherd and Husbandman, and
there will be at last but one harvest.”

T. B. P.

INFANT BAPTISM.

'Tiie Editor of the Upper Canada Gazette has transmitied
us a very good humoured lerter which had been sent to
him, on the subject of Infant Baptism. The writer, a res-
pectable old gentleman, is very severe in his strictures on
our sentiments upon that importunt subject; but it appears
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from his letter that he had not seen the paper inserted in our
first Number of Vol. 2. which might bave made a favourable
impression on his mind.

“1 am grieved, afflicted, and sorvowful,” says this
correspondent on Iufant Baptism, “to thiuk that a gentle-
man of your ability sheuld come all the way from En-
gland, that great place of' renown, and bring nothing with
you to place among us but Infant Baptism.”  This para-
graph shews that he has not studied the subject with suflici-
ent care; he will therefore be surprised to learn that during
the first sixteen centuries of the Christian Church, there
was no such denomination as the Baptists, and that dunag
all that period Infant Baptism was universal. This fact is
attested by Eeclesiustical History.

He makes no distinction between the Baptism of St. John
and that ordained by our Saviour, though they were not the
same in substance.  The Baptist had not the power ol bap-
tising with the toly Ghost, norin the name of the Son, who
was not yet received into Glory. He baptised with water,
to repentance and amendment of life.

That the institutions were very different, is manifest from
the practice of St. Paul, who baptised those again who bad
been baptised according to the baptism of St John, because
he deemed it insufficient.

There is not one examiple in Seripture in favor of the Bap-
tists.  That of our Saviour going to be buptised of St. John,
dces nat apply :—Ist. Because the two bapisms are essen-
tially different.—2dly. Becuuse Christ needed not repen-
tance, but was buapused to show his readiness to cowmply
with God’s righteons precepts, and to testify the truth of St.
Joho’s mission.—3diy. Because, were it applicable, all
Christians must be baptised to St. John’s baptism as well as
Chirist’s, and not until they attain the same age of thirty
years.

Itis to be farther observed, that 2ll the examples in Scrip-
ture, are n fuvor of inlant bupiism.  No grown up persons
were baptised but such as huad been Jews and heathens, but
the sons and danghters of converts were all baptised in their
infancv : accordingly, we are told of huuseholds that were
baptised.

* iteligious privileges, though external and relative,” says
Dr. Williaws, “are the gifts of God ; and it behoves parents
and Ministers to reflect on what authority they revoke them.
They should have more weighty reasons, than these which
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are founded on doubtful inferences, from supposed silence.
What evidence is there in the \postles’ practice, that they
excluded infants from the relative privileges of their pa-
rents? By Divine grace they were included in the Mosaic
Law; and where is the Divine Law that now debars them ?
I+ va shall we look into the law of baptism, or 1o Aposto-
li(i pr.:’(’mce, for any exclusive clause, or any uufavorable
toiken.

THE WIDOW OF THE CITY OF NAIN.
[ From the Antijacobin Review.]

« Tue Widow of the City of Nain,” a subject that will
ever iuterest the Chrnistian atfections; as for her the Divine
Founder clothed himself with omnipotence. to perform a
decd that wouldl elicit wonder fram humanity ;—uo less thaa
to raise the dead! to re-illumine the eye clazed by death;
to give currency to the blood to run again through the usn:ly
flagged channels: to exchange the palencss of the dead
cheek for the former rudidiness; to extend the lifeless hand
o :ce mere to afford help and succour to a mother, and once
more to issue sound from the mouth to comfort and soothe.
In short, to exchange sorvow for joy; aflliction for pleasure;
to give a lost. an only child. to n oaly, a widowed parent.
What a picture! We think we see the whole group—the:
real mourners in the bearvers, as with measured. silent pace,
they . walk townards the grave. their hearts inditing the affec-
tinnate actions of the dutiful son: the joy and comfort of
an equally affectionate mother!  We see the mother. not
with fictitious woe, but with declining eyes filled with real
sorrow. We note—we trace her footsteps. She follows
all that was valuable in the world to her; has ueither eye
nor ear for external objects! =he walks through a desert,
a wilderness; hears, indeed, her fellow creatures as they
pass her; but sound only affects her—her treasure, or all
that is left of it, is before her: there is her world, and she
is about to lose it for ever! But no; one comes with majes-
ty aud benignity united. We think we see the God-man
gazing upon the sffecting procession.  lle kanew there was
real mourning—he kuew the heart. “He groaned in the
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spirit;” « His spirit was troubled.” He stepped, filled with
counniseration and benevolence for the cunurély bereaved.
widow, out of the path, to the head of the procession, and
commanded them to stand still!  What majesty nust have
been in his manner; as in his exterior there was noue: for
the son of Joseph the carpenter was poor! What awful
solemnity in his tone; how penetrating, how effectual; or
he would have been deemed a madwman, to stop the proces-
sion of the dead, to tritle with its sole.nnities, and be justly
liable to punishment from the law, for delaying the carriage
of a body out of the city which might have been infectious !
No, the Deity must have been visible ; for we hear of. we
read of no dissent; all was obedience :—they stood still—
still!  Awiul the pause—awful the moment—apprehensive
the mother! 'The « Resurrection and the Life” then with
a loud voice, avoice assured of the completion-—the fulfil-
ment of its command, said—« Young man, I say unto thee,
Arise.” Mighty the action, divine the deed! The dead
arose! Wouder rose on wonder with the astonished, pa-
nic-struck funeral attendants; The Mother again embraced
a living Son, the Son a happy Mother! We think we see
the adoration of the multitude ; the most engaged, the Mo-
ther and Son! We perceive the benign smile of the Crea-
tor! The adoration was mixed with awe; we read «And
there came a fear on all: aud they glorified God, saying,
That a great prophet is risen up among uvs; and that God
hath visited his people.” Such is the passage chosen for
the Poem before us: a passage worthy the skill of the most
admirable painter; thelyre of the most celebrated master.
But to our review.

In « The Widow of the City of Nain,”® there are many
beauties, though they do not abound: yet the poet is a real
child of genius. He must not expect all at once to arrive
at his full stature: a little more to « brood over chaas,” and
his creations will be more finished—move admirable. We
wish to see him again; perhaps he will shew his mind en-
riched with substantial beauties: with attractions for rivet-
ted regard. Ourfeelings are elate when we see new and
original blossoms of mind : it is a kingdom: and to the man,
the woman, or the child, who can discover additional pro-
prrties in it, we have the extended hand of goed will and
high regard. We commend youthful talent, and, therefore,
address it. Let not the immature painter be dismayed:
fathers of the art, once fearfullv placed their efforts in the

Vor. IL 2L
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The Widow of the Mty of Nain.

aciademic hall of the publie: commendation gave them as-
surance: and assurance propelled them to perfection !
As an essay. this Poem. » The Widow of the City of

»,

Noin,” is excellent : our readers will be of a similar opi-

nion,

For their immediate notice we shall extract a littles
aril then recommend his « Poems,” where he secms to

have lost his rhymical fears, aud his (few) errors of image-

ry.

The afflicted widow and mother having uttered a long

and sad complaint, concludes with—

i ¢ since he has gone
¢ I ask no carthly hope —be thou,

¢ Oh Israel’s Ged ! my portin. now:

¢ An i, when the pangs f mewory prey

¢ On my cold heart, be Tnov my sty,

¢ And teach ny sinking heart to say,

€ <1t is the Lord—His will be d..ne.”

¢¢ She ceagsed—upon the green Lill’s brow
A el .ud of dust was zatherinue now :
Hark ! through the light -ir echoing loud
The inurmurs of a min:led crowd.
Onward the tut vlt rolls—'tis near—
They listen, mnte wirh breathless fear :
Is it the lord’y Roman’s car?

The pomp and pageantry of war :
Where Zivn's sons must swell the train,
Of fues their inmost souls disdain ?

Or these bold warriors—wild, yet free——
The rebel b nds of ualijee?

No—t'ry are brethren—and that cry
Is the glad shout of victory:

1 i~ high Hosanna’s loud acclaim,

Tis royal David’s honoured name,

And now they w:nd the steep descent—
The glanc-, in swirt inquiry bent,
Wandered o'er all, but fixed on one—
Circled by rumbers, yet alone,

Robed in the garb of poveriy,

Nor king, nor priest, uor warrior he ;
Yet—svhy they knew not—in his mien
A iven: loftiness was seen ¢

A . re than mwortal m jesty,

Tha daunted wh le 1 fix »d the eye,

Tue countless throng thas round h.m pressed,

To hi'w their songs of prase ddressed ;
Not thus had Abram’s cecd ador-d,
A hrathen chief—an earthly lurd.

They come—they meet—Dbut, ere they past
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One graciops'._ pitiin‘g»fldq&, he cast .
On that pule’ wouyner-<marked her tear,
And b -de her* weky, not’—1to the bier
He turned—bu, efe he spoke his will,

“Each trembledt w;th asqdién thredl =
Of «onscious, pwv¢~=the (ryin stood still!
¢ The mournér—speechless and amazed, .
On that mysterious. stranger gazed.

f young he werge, twag Oply seen
From lines that toldl-whatwace had begn ;—

As if the withering hand of Time .

Had smote him ere.he réached his prime,

The ‘bright rose on his check was faded 5

“Hispale tair brow with sadness shaded— °
Yet thropgh the settled sorrow there

A conscious grandéur flashed—which teld

Unswayed by man, and uncontrolled, '
Himse!f bad deigned their lot to share,.
And borne—because, he willedtsto.bedr.’
Whate'er his being, or his birth, L~
His soul had never.stooped to earth ;

Nor ningled with thie. meaner yace, .

‘Who shared. or swayed his dwelliog place :

-Bdt high-—mysterious—and unknotvn,
Held'cofiverse with itself alond s . .-

Aud yet-the look!that.cotld dépress
Pride to its native nothingness;.
And bid the specious boaster shun

The eye he dared not gaze upon, -
Superior Igve did still reveal-—- - |
Not such.d§ran for.man may. feel—

"No—all wpshassionless and pure—

That godliks majesty of woe, ’
Which counts:4 gloyy.to endgﬁé-—-.-'
And knows n® hope por-fear below
Nor aught that %i}} to éarth.can:bind,
But love and pity.for nfankind:?® . -~
And in his eyg.a ndiance shone--
Oh! how shall-nortal dare essay, .
On whom nb _pr'o’pf\t’s,,v"esi isthe Wi;.
‘To paint;that-pussgelestial rzi’yr?gé‘:; '
Mercy, and tenderu;gj and laye,” ~ - ¢
And all that finiteiséyse cam deem -

$Of him' who reigns entironéd ahove j—

- Light—such as.blest kaiab’s dream,
,When to the awe-struck\F'rophgi’s eyes;
God bade the star of Juduh visex- < -
Thére heaven-in livinglusre glowed— +.
There shone the Saviour—here.the God,
Oh ye—to whom the dyingLowd . ¢ .
Four soryows—pot his own-rdeploted ¢
Thou, onswhose g};i},t;thaf,s.:;;\bunggaét -
Alook of merdy—1twas hiskt: i
Yeé~who beheld: when Jesusiiedy.
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Say ye—for none can tell beside,
How matchless grace, and love divine,
in that immortal g ance would shine.
And sue too felt and owned its power
To sootiie in that desp iring hour;
Her pulse beat quick—and to her heart
Aay of rapture seem d to dart :—
The cloud that hung upon her brow
Wore off—and ali was comnfort now ;—
And why ? she thought not on the dead—
Hersight on Him was riveted, ’
Whose Iook such peace and glory shed :—
So the wan captive, o’ r whose cell
No soiitary sunbeam fell ;
When years and years have lingered by,
Restored to light and liberty,
Fixes hisfirst enraptured gnze
Upon the bright sun’s living raya.
¥ Short space he stood—his living eyes

T'o heaven a mowent raised —he spoke—.

These words the solemn silence broke ;
¢ Young man, I say to thee, arise ¥’

¢ Where is tity victory, oh Death ?
A noblrr, mightier arm than thine
Has shook the dark abodes beneath,
And bade the grave her prey resign.
Je-us, thy victor and thy Lord, -
Has rent thy ance resistless sword
Fell eyrant ot the fatal brow,
Where are thy vaunted triumphs now ¢
He moves—he breathes--~he lives~—1i:» wakes
Swilt as the vivid lightning breaks Co
Through the black tempest’s murky night,
His eye unclesed to {ifi: «nd light ;
The crim-on to his pale ch-ek rusled—
To his cold heart the life blood gusted,
Aud circled quick thraugh every veiu,
And waked the futtering pulse again.
Round nis closed lips—stilt un: faced
Had fix- d the smile with whith he died;
Death’s marble look so well itgraced,
One ony charm seemed st4l denied—
"Pwag life—and what are 2! beside ¢
Where is that mortal paeness fled ?
1s that the cdld smila of the dead *
Away ! thou ¢ busy fiend' Despair,
i< life itself that kindlesthere.
*Tis l.fe! by-that almighfy word
Hi- wortal b. ing i< restered.
And v- asou flishoes to hi briin,
An.! mind and m-mory wake again,
Whate'er in other worlds he saw
© Mun knows uot—xcae can ever know—-
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But peace—and yy—and ho'y awe
Sull ightened lingerina on his brow,
.{ind o'er s fa.ce a lustre shed—
Nut of the hiviny, or the dead,
* Where am | ? winther are ye fled
¢ Fair visiuns of celestial light,
¢ That seemn’d to hover o’er my head
£ Oh! bear nze with you i your flights
¢ Cao this be earth—and must I deem
# *T'was all un unsubst ntial dream ?
'* "{12 strange—light faded from mine eye,
¢ Aud on my brow such darkness fell
¢ As none have ever lived to tell.
¢ That last mysterious agony
* Which throbs—and man has ceased to be ;
¢ 'l ue trame is clay— the soul is free.
# I deemed this change had passed on me,
¢ And my light spirit soared on high,
¢ 1 know not where—from memory
¢ Ali passed with life's retorning breath j—
¢ Yet suk: 1 feel, if such be death,
“*Tis blessedness to die.
¢ But kpeak—what means this sable bier,
* This funerai train—whence came 1 here ?
¢ Ha! thou too, mother—thou so near,
¢ And i peheld thee not—  * * €
* * % » » *» =
¢ Did Nature’s last convujsive thrill
Press heavy on her beating brow,
That geotle voice had soothed her still—
And yet she hears not-—heeds not now—
She heard in hope, and holy dread,
The awful words that raised the dead 2
She saw the spirit kindle o’er
His pale coid cheek—-she saw no more~~
Kushed she not forth to clasp her son ?
. No i to that high 2nd huly One
Urged with res.stless zcal she turned,
Her breast with stron. @inotions burned—
As lowly aptius feetshe kuelt,
Weil might her throbhing bosom melt
With faith and love, tl} now unfelt -
> 'w.s God himsell she razed upon.
Hei fivoured soul was givea to see,
Thne pure incarn.te Deity
A speech and sight and spirit failed
Betere the Godhead, though "twas veiled
Burning with grautude and love,
For auerance long in vain -ne strove :
A. lengtia she spoke—My God! my Lord!
« Uh! for that mercy il divine
¢ W hica detgnad to visit guilt like mioe,
¢ For ever be thy naue adored.
¢ "o tuee let ransomed Ziou bow,
¢ Her King, ker promsed Saviour, Thou!™
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Tte &

Siators, .

Lacy Clare having ‘heon mishil, we commence a sto-

v

¢ Fonour ard shame frora no conditionrise :
& At woll your part—there.odl the honouy
lies.”

I an obscure villige n the coun-

ty of Chester, seprated from Wales.

only by the river Dee, lived Walter
and Rebecea Jones, Thay weraan
indastrious and happy couple, com-
fortably supportéd by their mwtual
industry and frugahiy.  Their lives
were regulated by the diclates of tacir
Bible, which wasihe cousiznt com-
panion of (heir eveningy’ leisure.
Their dnys of labour &are spent in
active excrtion 3 and their Sundays
in attendance upon the church, read-
ing, and kind interccurse with their
neighbours. Though these homble
eotlagers had no other meauns of sup-
port than what their daily teil afford-
ed, yet, by their prudcnt managa-
ment, and re~ular habits, they were
sufliciently provided for, and their
clothing was r.eat aud clean. They
had only cre child—a liitle girl. call-

ed Rebewea, aiter her mother—who-

was carcfully insiructed tn the ways
of modesty, buimilitv, and submission.
Perhaps they couldhave dizened her
out iu some more siowy-printed
frack, or gaudier ritbon, than she
always wore 3 but they bad too just
an estimate of their own s'trdi-n in
life. and of the one fer which their
¢hild was destined, to inspire her
young mind with a Iove of finery,
which they saw too muny of their
neighbours had the folly to encou-
rase in their children. Little Rebec-
ca accompanied her fatlerand mother
to church in & dack calico ivock, of

tidiest appeariuce and plainest maka

the gloss on Ler comfortable green
cont waz the only smarfness her dress
evinced ; and a black sillkk bonact,
and tippet, had been worn uninjured,
and without change, every Suuday
far {he Iast two years,—{kus exhibit-

vy no less interesting.

.

ing, in their humble state, the two
leading virtues of industry and mode-
ration. v

It was on one of the dgrk nights of
December, they were seated by their
cheerful fire, and comforied by its
friendly warmth, when the simple
lesson of content and grafitude, with
wiiizh they were impressing the mind
of their child for the bi: ssin-s of such
a home, was interrupted by n deep
groan from without, succeeded by
ihe pitecus ery of an infant.  Little
Rebecca lacked -vith afiright on her
parents, and left her low chair to
croep to the sile of her mother.
V7 alter immediately arase,and hasten-
ed to open'the door-, on the thresh-
o'd of whichk lay a womn, apparent-
ly exp ring, and under her an almost
st:fied infavt  Rebecca had tollowed
her husband, and, a5 he raised the
woman, she drew the poor bhaby from
beneath her.  The compassionate
man carried the sufferer to a bed on
the same floor on which they were
sitting 3 and the kindne-s of this cha-
ritable  crnuple  sarplied al her
wreiched s tuation required: warmth,
and -4 little nourshment canti usly
administered, revived her.  the in-
fant had b en given to their dwghter,
and. cherchea hy the fire, it had
1 fen asicep on the koee of 1its litlle
aurse ; who was very proudin have
g such a charge confided to her
care,

Tte waman was 1o0ill to be left
alone durine the nizht. or to be en-
trusted with the chii 1 j therefore the
chariible Rebecca determined to re-
main with her, and the: mfunt wag
comfortably corsigned td the massy
oaken eradle. which 14 oft-n lulled
Fer litide Rebecca tosleep, as< it had
done Lier futherbedore her,and which
wag the only inheritance he could
buorst from his aue stors -

The worthy and truly christian peo-
ple did not hesitate to bestow all the
assistance and consol-tion in their
power,upon a iellow-creature in dis-



T'he Sisters.

-fress ; neither did they calculate how

much better Farmer Davies, or the
Witow Price, coumd afford fo give,
than they could ; they only were un-
xious to perform their duty in the best
manner they were able.

T'he unfortunate object of their
compassion continued very ill all the
followirg day : towards the evening
her re: ollection und setses returned,
and her kind hostess thought ber bet-
ter. Walter said, “Ietch herthe
child : it will do a mother’s heart
good to see how it is come about.”
‘Ihe poor patient groaned, as from
mental agony ; and when the baby
was brought to her, shehid her eyes
with the bed-clothes.  Wulter and
Rehecca looked upen each other in
silent surprize, and thought it a
strange sight. that a mother should re-
fuse 10 Lok upon her child, -Ah ¥’
suid the poor sufferer, ¢ you huow
not what a wicked creatare you have
taleen i:10 your iwuse: but do not
sendme away ; I-tme die in your
bed, s I {eel | soun must But L
will 1ell you my sad story; andif
you think theie is any ho, v in heaven
for me, do not abandon me 1 my
dying hour

Here the Litle Rebecca entered the
room. and crept clore to hLer fuiber.

1 was born o houest parents.”
said the womun, ¢ whose tirst wish
was1o see me rumnble and industriows.
As suon as | could be wade u~eful, 1
was sent to secvice ; and my master
and mistress wer- woithy peopte :
bur alove of dress was my ruin; it
bad been the earliest inclination of
my wind ; and .ot satistied with
clothes that we esuited to my station,
or that my wages would supply, la-
bused the confid nce my mustress’s
generous nature hod placed inme
and on the discovery of my cishones-
ty w's dismissed. Not d.rrytoup-
ply for a character, and still devoted
to finery, I sough not to retmeve the
reputation [ had lost, but formed my
associates w1, ngst the most ubandon-
ed of'my sex, joined in their depra-
vity, and partook of'tbeir ruin. My
health and peace of mind were gone
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for ever ; for, depraved hs were my
habits, the virtuous instractions of
lay parents would rise to my remem-
branie, and sting me tu the heart,
My father disowned me ;3 my mother
had died broken hearted : the re-
proaches of my couscir nce drove me
from my couniry, and ! became a va-
grant.—But now,” said the guilt-stri-
ken creature, “ now the worst i: 1o
be told : itis wmy dying confession,and
must be made. About six months a-
g0, my wandering habits led me into
the south ; and as I was loitering a-
bout a gentleman’s pleasure-grounds,
I'observed two young women, appa-
renlly upper servants, who were
deeply engaged in examining a parcel
containing muslin, ribbon, and other
articles of animade finery.  An intant
handsomely dressed was laid cown
upon the grass, whilst the servantto
whose care it was given was showing
her purchases to her acquaintance.
A small plastation sere ened me {rom
their view. ‘Lhe clothes of the child
tempied me, but to gain them alone
vas impossible , 1 therefore seized
on the infint, and, darting through
the treu~, huyried irom the place,not
restinz al the nght, and secr-ting
myseli during the day in woods or ob-
scure vil ages ; nol daring to enter
@ fown, or rake the high road, aslk
did not doubt the most active search
would be mwade for me.  Day after
day, 1 conti ued to hasten fiom the
scene of my wickedness, and a horror
such as | b d never before known an-
compant d me.  As [ had now tra-
veded mauny miles undiscovered, I
ventured to dispose ot those clothes
that had seduced me to so vile an
act ; aud [ easaly tound purchasers;
who, conrented to gain a cheap bar-
gain, usked no questions, The gold
clasps that were in the shoes I didnot
at that time risk the disposal of, lest
the epgraving upon them should iead
to m) discovery. Six months of mit
sery and apprehension thus passed,
Wretch as I am, [ never treated the
hittle crea ure I had thus injured with
further cruelty ; my heart, deprav:
ed as it was, had not cvery avenue



closed to- pity ; the mnocem’s sm T,
watllofl 'n 200the, and soften if . (0‘
better feelings, = Someél nes.a glaam

of paritente would cro-s my mmd
and T hay: (Imqgh\ to grek he p}ace
from whence | tookit, ang throw
myself on the fiercy | of its parent.
but it £ ar of pranature discovery hds
deterred me. _ The little mone..
gained was soon expend\. : bdeer-
mined o b ¢ my wayto lreland.
Where d -fection.w: nld b: less likely.
to jollpw we ; but yas*en ay as ] ap-
anch&“ﬂ tlus vnlhve, fatigue and fa-
min- ove rc‘\me me : m{ht ca..€ on

ny stréngth wasfn ina fast 5, alight

“fro.n ‘his cottage ‘encour.ged me to
fry “its charity.——You know the

“yest,” said the poor o je«t fatntly.
¢ 'Oh, do ot tard me_ out of door!
I was boxn of |

. letme dieinab d.
LE0dp wents s let fne not pr Tish -on
fhe figh road Speak, zood pe plr*
is therg any hopeio hedve'i forme ™
be: ¢ looked at. GdCh

. other : §deed so airocious +ad ne. .

vep enteteri their iwniginations. Ke

begea. drew hgr rhﬁ’& toher,as though -
‘she fedred ond so wicked might steal
Bt the mneery of the wo-

he '““nos\s _y;;ur }huug;b!s agd 3our pe:

“had”

. deed,, Walte;' ™ and, she Jo

mov ved in § “lent; prnver. Aﬂeva mea
mLuL sae ur. ml lo“.nds thic,, and.
. they-saw ber copnlen.ngce wasgreats
Iy chihged, * Che ctntlrlt she fuint-
y s.ud. Rebecca took..it {rom the .
cradle, and eeented it to'hy e
mutions of v‘xerwun ‘hinds ‘covered:her
dy ng face, but, affectio. l'eshd on it
« Canst thou,” she said, *forgive.
" thy cruel énemy ¥ 'I'he _pour iNngs
cent ap, .eared to; recgﬂect her fage,..
and i; smiled © . JJay Godfoigive.
me t0o,"she Almast in aticulate,y. 1=
ded; and sinkin, on the bed, drew
"t e face of the . htul to her dying.

check, .apd hedd it in convulsiyé
graspmg, To her .ust words the.
cottage:s. lind- a'ded .. solemn’ auien.:

'the\ saw she wus-dying,. ..nd tookthe .

help ess bube away. ,
In Taying out. the body, the "old .
clasps ah& hdd -fpok p.0f were, fouud -~
" sewed wtfhxu the inibg of herstayss .
t!wv were large-and: ham‘some s.and .
in ‘the ips.de of oue was, eugnvenh
& For the dear Maria, and on, cach; -
the cxphe V. Aneveatsostrangey e
cupied al. the;rcmvcmauon.
will apply,” sai.. Walter,. “ tostt
_parish, to bury the pror creatare ;.
“but Wwhat naust we do Mhthech
s Ay said Rebe‘(‘;qa, s

Oli
* ‘his fice for an cxphnnhon o)
thoughts  **1tis . sweet chik

_said, * and’birn perhaps
rents “itsnoild be a pity.te Qg

the wurk huus <yet wo hay e nothing,
bnt what we a ork Ym. That do uam
ot f

) n}tﬁp,ce, are-not-s0.bad as yun
xight- ere ure_greater
crxmea ‘thab 3 you mi ht have. much
troyed the. chﬂd ihen. lt hecame  pia

burthensome 10, yo;
if hkqunesq think upon- this,
%hank God that ' e dl T not qnite iban-
o },;‘ We will. pray; for you, and

i e hove Hson f}nng to
‘Ende: i@mmjo cppose”
ou sb 1 I;er vou

'yet youdre fe ,:

. he. tmhappy «mce he ara? ned h,,r;‘

. but give L.np if we.are
i a9 pretty ? =1t is -
1 hink gomet, lll&hk i
ter that is deud 3 and the:]
“ther wept,.
Her §

y:
14 Q,em» e tag eausek
. owe will kf\,p,
w ¢ shall not,

\vuho, K
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