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TO THE
DIRECTORS AND MEMBERS

OF THE

MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

GENTLEMEN,

YOU are engaged in the moft honour-
able of all purfuits, the diffufion of evangelical know-
ledge among the benighted heathen. With unex-
ampled liberality you have difpatched a number of Mif-
fionaries to Otaheite, and other iflands of the Pacific
Ocean. You have now in contemplation the benevo-
lent plan of chriftianizing the poor opprefled Africans.
May the; Almighty Saviour fucceed your philanthropic
labours !

Permit me to introduce to your compaffionate fo-
tice a numerous and long-negletted race of men, origi-
nally Britons, and ftill retaining the ancient Britith
language ; but feparated by the vaft Atlantic from this
llumined ifle for more than fix hundred years.

If we may credit the moft refpeftable teftimonies,
they preferve among them, with religious veneration, a
manufcript volume, which is, with the greateft proba-
bility, fuppofed to be THe BisLe, that blefled book
which is able to make us wife to falvation. They
cannot read it, yet long to know its contents; they
have wept when ftrangers have vifited them, unable like
themfelves to perufe it Tradition has taught them to
expe& that fome meflenger of God will one day come
among them, and unlock the facred cabinet. I -
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dulge the hope that this honour is referved for the
Englith Miffionary Society. Thrice happy fhall that
man be efteemed, who, ftanding up among them, and
holding the Bible in his hands, fhall cry in the Britith
tongue, * Iam come from Madoc’s country to read
and explain to you this holy book of God, and to
preach among you the unfearchable riches of Chrift.”

Gentlemen, the following pages contain hiftorical
relations of the emigration of Prince Madoc from
Wales, with a numerous train of his followers in the
year 1170 ; together with a variety of remarkable cir-
cumftances reported by travellers, and corroborating
proofs from writers of different nations, all uniting to
confirm the faét of their exiftence on the banks of the
Miffouri.

J1f chis publication fhould draw forth further, and
ftill more fatisfaCtory, information” concerning them,
and efpecially if it thould induce you to extend your
generous and compaflionate regards to their diftant
abode, it will afford the moft cordial joy to,

Gentlemen,

Your humble Servant,

GEORGE BURDER.
Coventry,
Marck 10, 1797.
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THE

WELCH INDIANS.

No. 1.

The Difeovery of America by the Welch, from The Univerfai
Hiftory, Vol. xliv. p. 2.

E muft not omit that the We/ck claim a more ancient
difcovery than any yet produced; aflerting that

Prince Madoc, {on of Owen Guineth, was caft on the coaft
of Florida as early as 1170 or 1190. ‘Though, indecd, fome
look on this relation as fabulous, it has a great many corro-
borating circumftances that make it appear not improbable;
for Mcredith ap Rheifc, who gives us the account, was prior to
Columbus, and died in the year 1477, which is fifteen vears
Lefore Columbus began his expedition. To this we may
add the affinity between the language of the Welch, and of
fome of the fettlements in thofe parts, which receives fome
weight from the evidence of Mr. Davies, who tells us he met
with a whole fettlement that {poke the Welch language in its
uttermott purity ; and from the tradition of fome of the inha-
bitants, who affert that their ancettors came trom a country
bevond the great watersmnearly about the fame timc, from

the fame point of the compafs, or from the rifing of the
fan.

No. II.

The fodiswing was frund among the Papers of the late Lad
% Frafer, of Crefey HMeoufe, in Lancolnfhire *. J

CoruMBUS’s DiscoVERY oF AMERICA QUESTIONED.

THE chief thing that inducc'(_i me to lonk into fome authors
here mentioned, was my reading a fmall book in o&avo,
® Gentleman's Magazie, 174y, Vel il . 106%, .

B .
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Jent me by a French gentleman to perufe about twenty-five

years ago ; it was tranflated into Englifh, and gave an ac-

count of a great nation of Indians within-land” from Cape’

Florida that a&ually fpeak Welch.
1. Pleafe to look into James Howell’s Letters, vol. ii.
g;l"l 1.concerning the ancient Brittaines, and you will find that

addocapOwen, a Prince of Wales, made two voyagesfrom '

‘Wales to America, the firft in the vear 1170, which is three
hundred and fixteen years befdre Columbus fawit. He died

at Mexico, and this following epitaph was found engraven on
his tomb in the Welch language :

¢ Madoc wifmio ydie wedd,

Jawn ycnan Owen Gwyneld,

Ni fennum dvi fig enriddoedd,
Ni dv mawr ondy mervedd.” S

, " ENGLISHED.,
-¢¢ Madoc ap Owen was I call’d,
Strong, tall, and comely, not enthrall’d
With home-bred pleafures ; but for fame,
Through land and fea I fought the fame. ”

2. See third volume of the Voyages of the Englith Na.
tion, by Richard Hackluyt, Student of Chrift Church, in
Oxford, p. 1.

3. See Pagett’s Chriftianography, p. 47.

4. See the third and laft volume of the Turkith Spy,

. 202.

P 5. See Purchas’s Pilgrimage, book viii. p. 899.

6. Scc Broughton, who affirms that the gith of Chrift was
preached in America by fome of our firft planters that preach-
ed in Britain.

7. See George Abbot, Lord Archbithop of Canterbury’s
Hiftory of the World, p. 255, 56, and 57, who informs us,
that King Arthur had fome knowledge of America, and that
a Prince of Wales firft found it out.

8. See the Welch Cambria, wrote by David Powell, and
Sir John Price, Knt., tranflated inte Englith by Humphry
Lloyd, Gent. ; there you will fee the reafons that induced
the Prince Madoc ap Owen Gwynedd to travel.

" 9. See Sir Walter Raleigh’s Hiftory of the World, and
the wcr s the nutivesufed when they talked together. They
{ay thefe und the like words: gwrundo, which is hearken,
or liften, in Welch ; a bird with a white head, they call
Pengwyn ; tihe white rock, caregwen ; a yiver, gwndwr t;h:nd,

e



; (1)
there is a prothoatoty, not far from Mexico, called Cape
Breton, all which are Britith words ; and many more words

of like nature ; which does manifeftly fhew that it was that
country that Prince Madoc’s people inhabited.

* -‘-‘_—-—
No. LI

The following Aecowtt of MaDOC and his Family, taken from
Weich Hifforians and Poets, appeared in the Monthly Maga<
zine for December, 1196, figned MEIRON.

L 4 0y
OWAIN, Prince of Gwynez, who died in the year 1169,
had nineteen children; the names of the fons were, Rkodri,
Cynoricy -Riryd, Mercdyz, Edwal, Cynan, ‘Rien, Maelgon,
< Lywelyn, Jorwerth, Davyz,Cadwallon, Hywell, Cadell, Madoc,

E:nion, and Phylip; of thefe, Rhodri, Hywell, Davyz, and’

Madsc werc the moft diftinguithed. Hywell was a fine poet,
as appears by his compofitions, of which eight are pre-
ferved. His mother was a native of Ireland; and, though
not born in wedlock, he was the firft who afpired totﬁc
crown after the death of Owain, which event no fooner took
place, but his brother Davyz became his competitor, under
the fan&tion of a legitimate birth. The confequence was;
that the country became embroiled in a civil war.
Influenced by difguft at the unnatural diffenfions amo
his brothers, Madoc, who is reprefented of a very mild !E
pofition, refolved upon the matchlefs enterprize of explorihg

the ocean weftward, in fearch of more tranquil fcenes. The'

event was, aecording to various old documents, the difcofer-
ing of a new world, from which he effeéed his return, to in<

form his country of his good fortune. The confequence of -

which was the fitting-out of a fecond expedition ; and Madoc,
with his brother Riryd, Lord of Clocran, in Ireland, prevailed
upon fo many to accompany them, as to fill feven thips; and
failing from the Ifle of ng, they took an eternal leave of

Wales. There is a large book of pedigrees flill extant, -

written by Jewan Bregva, who flourithed in the age preced-
ing the time of .Columbus, where the above event is thusno-
ticed, in treating of the genecalogy of Owain Guwywez,
¢ Madoc a Riryd a gawfans dir yu mpell yn y Merweryz, ac
.y y cyvannezafant. doc and Riryd found land far in
the fea of the wefi, and there gmy fettled, <Lywarg, the fox;_

‘ 2 of’
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of ‘Lywelyn, feems to have compofed two of his poéms in

the time between the firft and the fecond of the two voyages
of Madoc. One of thefe pieces muft be confidered of great
importancc and curiofitv : it is an invoeatien, as if he were-
undergoing the fiery ordeal, to exencrate himfelf from hav-
ing any knowledge of the fate of Madoc; the fecond, being
a panegyric upon R/sdri, another brother, has a remarkable
allufion to the fame event. It is thus tranflated :

« Two princes, of ftrong pafhens, broke off in wrath ; be-
loved by the multitude of the earth. One onland, in Arvon,

allaying of ambitien ; and another, a placid one, on the bes-

fom of the vaft ocean, in great and immeafurable trouble,

prowling after a pofleflion eafy to be guarded, eftranged from

all for a country.” .

No. IV.

Obfervations on the MADAWGWYS, by IWilliam Qwen.  Puj-
lifhed in the Gentleman’s Magazine, 1791, Vol.i. p. 329.

THE emigration and confequent fettlement of Madawg

- ab Owain Gwynedd on the Amcricancontinent, was an event

‘which, confidering the period when it is reported to have
happened, it is no wonder thquld have been difcredited, not-
withftanding the proofs of hiftorical documents, and the more
explicit evidence of the fa&, that the defcendants of fuch’
emigration dv now exift asa diftin& race, unmixed from the-
aboriginal natives. Indeed, one of the Reviews of laft
month, unfortunately for its credit as a prophetic oracle, in
pafiing its judgment on Dr. Williams’s inquiry refpe&ing
Madawg’s voyage, calls it a revival of the almoft exploded
fobjedt : however, I have the fatisfaltion of having received
fuch proofs refpeding the curious occurrence in the hiftory
%ntient Britons. as will procure it the full credit from the
%rld it has herctofore received from myfelf and many of.

my friends.
Within thefe laft two years I have received no lefs than
diree feveral accounts, perfeftly agrecing with one another,.
oving the exiftence of an extenfive nation of white people,
aking the Welch language ; and we find them even no-.
ticed in our common ma{s, under the name of the Whité
Padoucas, the centre of them being about lat. 40, long. 100,
theugh the curious circumftance of a white people bemg

: place
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placed here hath not attrafted the public notice. Thofe #¢-

counts are now moft decifively cortéborated by the teftimony'-
of Mr. Bowles, and the companions of his expedition to this

country.

The Madawgwys, or the people of Madawg, are very welk
known to the Creeks, and the other Indians in general, and
are called indifcriminately the Padoucas, and the White In
dans. Mr. Bowles defcribes them to pe as white as we are,
having fomne red, jome [andy, and fome lfzck hair. They are
very numerous, and one of the molt warlike nations on
the Continent. He tiavelled their fouthern boundary from
onc end to the other. The traét they inhabit is rather high
and hilly ; but onc of the mof2 fruitful and delightful coun-
#trics ke had ever feen. Your's, &c.

© WILLIAM OWEN.

CONTINTATION FROM MR, OWEX. -
Gentleman's Magazine, 1791, Vol. i. p. 397.
74 P

THPR accounts which were reccived prior to Mr. Bowles's
communications had not furniiied me with the name by
which the \Welch Indians were known ; but, on comparing -
them together, I was fully of opinion that the Padoucas were
thofe- people ; e;;:peciully as that name was but a flight de~
viation in fourd from Madawgwys, the real appellation which
we may juftly fuppofc they givc themicives. ‘Therveforc it
madc a verv forcible impreflion on my mind, when the firft -
thing Mr. Bowles faid was, what they are called, the Padou-
cas, in confirmation of the idea [ had formed, prior to any in-
quiry being made at all on the fubje@®. And as to the
madt important point. whether the lunguage fpoken by thofe:
people was Welch, the proofs adduced wete equaily fatisfac-
tory and clear : there was, faid Mr B, a Welchman with me
at hotne, who efcapéd from the Spaniards in Mexico, by
making his wav acrofs the Continent, paffing threugh the
country of the Padumcas; where, to his great furprite, he
found himfelfwith a pcople tpeaking his ownlanguage. He re-
mained among them for fome time, and tound they I :d fome
books, which were wrapped up i fkins, and religiouflv pre-
ferved, and confidered to be fome kind of mylterics. 45 there,
was a tradition that thofe. things contained.an accow:t trom
whence they had come. “lhat the Padoucas fpeak the
Welch languege is turther confirmed by 3. Price, one ‘of
the companions of Mr. Bowles. who was born amwonglt the’
Crecks. . ) e e 5
Co. FHe
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He, after obferving his being acquainted with Welch him-
{alf, declared that his fither, who was a Welchman, had
opportunities of frequent intcrviews, and converfed with the
Padoucas in his native language, as he had lived the greateft
part of his lifc, and died in the Creek Country.

M. Bowles. in confcquence of being told at what period
Mada s emigration took place, obierved, that his fol-
lowers cﬁl&/‘.avc in-recafed to fo numerous a people,
confideiing howficw they were when they emigrated. "But
the accounts of Mr. Piice and of the Rev. Mr. Rankin, of
Kentucky. agree in faying, that the Padoucas have lately
teffened their number, through the rage of civil difcord.

Mr. Rankin alfo reprefents, that there are evident traces
of their having formerly inhabited the country about Ken-
tucky ; particularly w2/s dug, which ftill remain unfilled,
and ruins of buildings, neither of which were the works of
the Indians. From the laft particulars we may infer, that
the Welch Indians, found by Morgan Jones in North Caro-
lina, about one bundrcd and thirty years ago, were the Pa-
doucas, or at leaft a part of them; whe, receding into fuch
of the interior parts as werc unpofiefled by the natives, as
the kuropean Colonifts fpread over the maritime countries,
temained ftationary for a time on the banks of the Obhio;
but, in confequence of exploring that river to its jun&ion
with the Miffiffipi, and ﬁilY prefling onward, they difcover-
¢&d, and finally fettled in, the beautiful region where we now
find them.

WILLIAM OWEN.

This letter concludes, by lamenting the fubje& has not
gexcited more attention ; but obferves, that there are now
two or three perfons, properly qualified, defirous to fet out

~ upon the expedition, but deftitute of the neceflary requifite—
money—to carry it into effect.

\]

No. V.

The following s extralted from a Lettor of the Rev. Mr.
Lynn, of Norfolk, to a Mr. William Owen.

$ HAVE beftowed fome attention ppon the fame fubje&t ;

but itis poffible I am pofieffed of very isttle relating to it that

is new to you. I have feen feveral letters from a <tefpe§:'-
, able

]
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able inhabitant of Kentucky, from fome paflages of which
1 could not help concluding, that Madawg and his attend.
ants muft have landed fomewhere on the fhores of Florida,
Georgia, or one of the Carolinas, and from thence pafled
by degrees to Kentucky ; and afterworcs weitward, acrofs
the Miihiffipi, till they finally fettled in that country which
they now inhabit. In one of the above-mentioned letters I
met with the fullowing paflage :

¢ You requeft an account of the Welch Indians. Such a
peo[F'le 1 believe there is far to the weftward of us, on the
Miffouri river, the main branch of the Miffiffipi. I have
~ fome authentic accounts of {uch a people, ca:led the White
Panes, or bearded Indians. Indeed the difcoverics made
among us, by abundance of nice earthen ware, &c. &c.
often ploughed up in fome of our fields, indicate that our
country, heretofore, has been fettled by whites. But of
late, Sir, a report has prevailed, that a number of our peo-
ple. exploring that part of the country, came to a diflcrent
tribe, and could not talk with them. ‘They came back with
our people to fome others they had at a camp. A Welch-
man, that was in the camp. could talk with them ; but they
exceeded him, as not being fo corrupt in their language.

It has been reported that miflionaries were to be fent, if
they cou!d be got, to fee if it was them,

I muft not forget to tell you, that I am in pofieffion of the
copy of a curious letter, from a Mr. Crochan to the late
Governor Dinwiddie, on this fame fubje&®. The vriginal is
depofited in onc of the public offices; and a copy of it was
fome time ago procured by Maurice Morgan, Efq. late Se-
cretary to Sir Guy Carleton, and is as follows :

Winchefler, Auguft 24, 1753,
¢« MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR HoNoUR,

“ LAST year I underftood, by Col. Lomax, that youe
Honour would be glad to have fome information of a nation
of pcople fettled to the weft, on a * large river that runs to the
Pacific Ocean, commonly called the Welch Indians. As [ had
an opportunity of gathering fome account of thofe people,
I make bold, atthe inftance of Col. Creflup, to fend you
the following accounts. As 1 formerly had an apportunity
of being acquainted with feveral French traders, and parti-
sularly with one that was bred up from his infaucy amongft

¥ The rives Qregan.
the
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the Weftern Iadians, on the weft fide of the lake Erie,
%e informed me, that the firft intelligence the French had
of them was by foine Indians fettled at the back of New
Spabr; who, in their way home, happened to lofe them-
feives, and fed down on this fettlement of people, which
they took to be ¥iench, by their talking very quick : fo, on
their retura to Canada, they informed the Governor, that
there was a large f{cttlement of French on a river that ran
to the fun’s fetting: that they were no I[ndians, although
they lived within themielves as Indians ; for they could not
perceive that they traded with anv people, or had any trade
to fea, for thev had no boats or thips as they could fee ; and
though they had guns amongft them, yet thev were fo old,
and fo much out of order, that they made no ufe of them,
but hunted with their bows and arrows for the fupport of
their families. .

On this account, the Governor of Canada determined to
fend a party to difcover whether thev were French or not ;
and had 300 men railed for that purpofe. But when they
were ready to go, the Indians would not go with them, but
told the Governor that if he fent but u few men, they would

o and fhew them the coantrv: on which the Governos
‘fent three voung priefts, who drcffcd themfelves in Indian
dreffes, and went with thofe Indians to the piace where thefe

ople were {ettled, and found them to be Welch. They
r;ought fome old Welch Bibles * to fatisfy the Governor
that they wete there ; and they told the Governor that thefe
‘gcople had a great averiion to the French ; for they found

v them, thatthey had becn at firft {ettled at the mouth of
the river Miffifipi, but had been almoft cut .off by the
French there. 8o that a fmall remnant of them efcaped
back to where they were then fettied, but had fince be- -
come a numerous people. The Governor of Canada, on this
account, dctermined to raife an army of French Indians to

o and cut them off ; but, as the Krench have been em-
%arraﬁ'ed in war ‘with feveral other nations nearer home, I
believe they have laid that proje& afide.—The man who
furnithed me with this account told me, that the meflen-

ers, who went to make thjs difcovery, were gone fixtcen
%mnths before they returned to Canada, fo that thofe pco-

© ® Left them by Welchmen; who fell in with them at different times. They-
have 2 boo’, wy manuscript, which t ey would not part with. ’
1 am induced tu tinuk it was @ detached tribe of these people that was fon‘%de
. there, and have proof to say there are part of them remaining under the na
of Kausez, neur ii.e fall of the river Akansa into the Missusipi,

ple
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le muft live at a great diftance from theace dus weft. This
is the moft particular account I ever could get of thofe peo-
pleasyet. Iam

Your Honour’s
Moft obedient humble Servant,
(Signed) GEORGE CHROCHAN.
N. B. Governpr Dinwiddie agreed with three or four of
the back traders to go in queft of the Welch Indians, and
promifed to give them £500 for that purpofe ; buthe was
reealled before they could fet out on that expedition.

No. V1.

Further Accounts of the Welch Indians, publifhed in the Gen-
tleman’'s Magazine for 1792, Vol. ii. p. 597.

MUCH has been faid for fome time paft with refpe& to
the exiftence of the above tribe of Indians, inhabiting a tra&
of country bordering on the Miffouri, in the ince of
Louifiana, or New France, in North America, who are fi
pofed to be defcendants of a party of the Welch sation, who
left Wales with Madoc, Prince of that country, in the year
1170, which is a period of 322 years prior to the difcovery of
America by Chriftopher Columbus. It is a pleafing futisfac-
tion to the contemplating mind of the curious, to aicertain a
proof of interefting circumftances, which has hitherto refifted
the inveftigation of ages. The Society of Gwineddigion,
hreld at the George, in George-yard, Lombard-fireet, have
had the matter in contemplation for a length of time ; and
however defirous their inducement mightbe to bring the mat-
ter to a crifis, nothing effe@ually has hitherto done. In
accomplithing an undertaking where there is fome rifk, two
objeéts will naturally arife; which will require much delibe-
ration: The firft, to adopt a well-digefted fyftem ; 267, to
find ways and means to carry that fyftem into effe®. It ap-
pears to me highty worthy of being remarked, that, thouldan .
attempt ever be made to inveftigate this interefting period of
hiftory, with regard to the firft difcovery of America by Eu-
ropeans, the fending perfons properly qualified to thofe
tribes called the Welch or White Indians, would be attended
with very little expence, and fill lefs danger.

_ As every information touching what I have before faid, I
am welle:z'med, will be pleafing to the curious inquirer, 1 beg
leave to give verbatim the copycof a letter I received from a

gentleman
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gentleman who has lived at New Orleans, and on the banks

of the Mi tupwards of twefity years,*and who is now in.
London : -

DEeARr SiR, Cheapfide, January 23, 1792.

I now return you the Iza‘mphlet, written by Dr. Williams,
on the fubje& of the Padoucas, or Welch Indians. ’
If Mr. Jones did in $660 find atribe of Indians in the neigh-

-p bourhood of Cargllna, who fpoke the Welch language, 1t is
‘- wery certain that for thcfe many years paft no veftige of it

- rcmainsamong the tribesinhabiting that country, or its neigh-
beurhood. .
On the other hand, it is well knowa that, within thefe fifty
ears paft, a number of tribes have, fromwar and debauchery,
{ecome extin&, and that others (as encroached on by the
white people) have removed weftward; I myfelf having
known within thefe twenty years feveral fmall tribes of the
cient Indians to have removed to the weftern fide of the
ﬁiﬂ’x{ﬁpi ; among thofe, and inthe neighbourhood of the Spa-
nith fettlements, there yet remains the remnant of a once
powerful nation, called the Mobilians, reduced at prefent to
about twenty families. Their language, with refpe& to the
dialedts of the Creeks, Chaltaws, and Chickefaws (the moft

.

werful tribes now inhabiting the back of Georgia, the |

arolinas, and Virginia), would appear a mother tonguc ;
for they can underftand, and converfe with all thofe tribes in
their different dialells, but yet fpeak a language which no
other tribes underftand.  This has been frequently proved
by thofe French who have acquired the Mobilian language.
.. That the natives of America have, for many years patft,

" emigrated from the eaftward to the weftward, is a known

fa&. ‘That the tribes, mentioned by Mr. Jones, who.fpoke

the Welch tongue, may have done fo, is much within the

erder of probability; and that a people, called the Welch
or White Indians, now refide at or near the banks of the

Miffouri, I 'have not the leaft doubt of, having fo often been

affured of it by people who have traded in that river,

and who could have no poffible inducement to relate fuch a

ftory, unlefs it had been founded in fa&.

Since writing the above, a merchant from the Illinois
counagy, and a perfon of reputation, is arrived-in London.
He affures me is not the fmalleft doubt of a people
exifting on the weftern fide of the Mifliffipi, called by the
French the White bearded Indians, none of the natives of

Amcrica wearing beards ; that thefs peoyleatemuywhx;ii, )
- * . 't

4
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that they are faid to confift of thirty-two villd&es or towns;
are exceedingly civilized, and vaftly attached to certain re-
ligious ceremonies ; that a Mr.«Ch., a merchant of reputa-
tion at the Illinois, has been to their country, which is,
as he fuppofes, upwards of a thoufand miles from the
1llinois. :

Having been prevented from calling on you as I intend-
ed, I now return you the pamphlet, and will, at any, time
you pleafe, procure you a meeting With that gentleman.

Your's, &c.
J.J.

1 have the fatisfaltion to add, that I have mct the
above gentleman feveral times; that he confirms the lat-
ter part of this narrative; that Mr. Ch. is a near rclation of
his ; that when Mr. Ch. was introduced to the Chief of the
Padouca nation, he was received with much folemnity, ow-
ing to his being of whitc'somplexion, and by which circums
ftance, as far as Mr. Ch. could underftand by bcing amongft
them, hc was deemed an angel of God, his hands and feet
being wathed by order of the Chicftain, who appeared much
advanced in years, his hair being long and perfeltly white ;
that thc people chiefly fubfift by the produce of flic chace;
that the inftruments they ufe on the occafion are generally
bows and agrows; that the further he advanced from the
fronticrs, the different tribes he pafled through were the more
civilized; that he fuppofed the rcafon to be (which [ am
afraid is the cafe) owing to thc continual cncroachment
made on their land by the white people in thofe parts con-
tiguous to them.

‘The late tranfa&ions on the back frontiers of the United
States of America, 49 probable, arc owing to the fame cir-
cumftance. It may be neceffary to remark, that the diftance
from the mouth of the Miffiffipi to the entrance of the Mii-
fouri into it, is about 1200 miles; that the navigation of the
Miffiffipi upwards is tedicus and difficult, owing to the.cur-
rent continually running the fame way, by which mcans the
veflels employcd on the occafion feldom make that diftance
in lefs than three months; a light boat, well-manned, how-
ever, might go from Ncw Orleans to the Miffours in fix
weeks, and from Kentucky on the Obhio in lcfs than three
wceks, whereas, on their return, the fame diftance is made
in a few days; that the country bordering on thofe rivers
is cxtremc{y fertile; that in very fevere winters they are
fubje& to froft, which is gcrécrally of thort duration ; that

: 2

every
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every article for the ufe of man grows almoft (postaneoutly;
that large numbers of buffaloes are taken ; the hides anddtzi-
Jow of thofe animals, as wall as deer-fkins, beaver, &c. are
carried down the Miffiffipi to New Orleans, from whence
they are exported to different parts of-Furope ; that all fosts
of timber and naval ftores are to be had in abundance ; that
during the late war, had the Minifters or the public fervants
of the Crown of the ¢ , had its real intereft at heart,
they wen)d, in preference of the bufinefs of St. Euftatia, have
taken pofleffion of New Orleans, the key of the Miffifiipi,
and by that means have opened the navigation of that river,
which, in the hands of the mercantile genius of the Britith
nation, would be opening a mine of wealth which would have
filled the &hannels of commerce of this country. It would
alfo have tended to another grand obje@—it weuld have af-
forded an afylum to the American Loyalifts (with whom I
have ever differed in political opinion), were they inclined
really to relieve them, inftead of fending them to the barren
rocks of Nova Scotia, where they find it difficult to raife a
common fized cabbage, where it is deemed a wonder to fee
a field of twelve acrés abound with grafs fix inches leng. In
this it will be a pleafure to me to be controverted.

GRIFFITH WILLIAMS.
eSS ———
No. VII.

A Letter from Mr. Edward Williams. Gentleman's Magazine,
1791, Vol. ii. p. 613.

ABOUT twenty years ago I became acquainted with a
Mr. Binon, of Coyty, in the county of Glamorgan. He had
been about thirty years abfent from his native country, and
during a great part of that time an Indian trader from Phila-
delphia. Being once with fome friends in his company, and

the Welch langu: ing the fubje& of converfation, he
told us that th asin North America a tribe of Welch
Indians, who fpoke the Welch ¢ with much greater

rity than we fpeakitin Wales. Indulging my natural inquifi-
g‘fe‘tnyxmof ind, 1defired himto favour me wxyth an ac::&mof
what e knew of thofe people; upon which hegave methe fol-
Jowing information, v:z. that about the year 1750, being one
of a party of five or fix traders, they penetrated much farther

4 than ufual into the remote parts of the continent, far beyond
the Miflibpi, where, to their great furprifc, they found a na-

. ; - . tion

h
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tion of Indians, who fpoke the Weick songwe ; they gave
Mr. Binon a very kind reception, but were very fufpicious of
kis Englifs companiens, and took:them for Spani or
Frenchmen, with whom they feemed to be at war ; but Mr.
Binon foon removed their doubts, on which a frniendly in-
tercourfe enfued. Thofe Indians had iron amengft them,
lived in ftone-built villages, and were better cloathed than
other tribes. There were fome ruinous buildings a
them : one appeared like an old Welch cattie ; another like
a ruined chureh, &c. ‘They fhewed M. Binon a MS,
book, which they carefully kept, believing that it contain.
ed the myfteries of religion, and faid, that it was not long
fince a man had been among them who underflood it. This
man (whom they efteemed a prophet) told them, they faid,
that a peeple would fofhe time vifit them, and explain to
them the myfteries contained in their book, which would
spake them completely happy. They very anxioufly atked
Mr. Biton if he underftood it ; and, bcirg anfwered in the
pegative, appeared very fad, and earnciily defired him to
fend one to them who could explain it. After he and his
fellow Englith travellers had been for fome time amoagft
them, they departed, and were condu&ed by thofe friendly
ndians for many :lhays through vaft deferts, and were plen-
tifully [xpplied by them with a profufien of provifion, which
t v{ofog aﬂ'onLd; and after fhej;'ﬁad jl;epen b{ought to a
place they well knew, they parted with their numerous In-

dian guides, who wapt bitterly on their mkiujg leave of them,

and very urgently inmtreated Mr. Binon to fend a perfon to
them swho conld interpres their book. Omn his arrival at Phie
ladelphia, and relating the ftory, he found that the inhabit-
ants of the Welch traét had fome knowledge of thefe Indians,

and that fome Welchmen had before been amoni’hem.

REMARKS ON THE FOREGSOING. ,

Captain Cook found plenty of iron at Nootka Sound, that
did not appear to be OP European, Spanith, American, or
Afratic manufatture.

The Padoucas are in about 110 degrees weft longitude,
according to moft maps ; Nootka Sound is 125 weft, accord-
ing to Captain Meares; by whofe difcoveries, it appears
that thofe two Indian nations have an- eafy commmunication
with each other by the ftraits of Juan de Fuca and the

river Oregan, which’ appears to have been difcevered as far.

as ten degrecs, at leaft, eaft of Nootka.
In Coxe’s Defcription of Louifiana, &c. 1722, it is faid,
page 63 (fec ao p. 16), that the Barun L2 Hontan havi:i
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traced the Miflouri for eight hundred miles due wett,
found a vaft lake, on which inhabited two or three great
nations, much more civilized than other Indians; and favs,
that out of this lake a great river difembogues itfelf into the
South Sea.—2uery—Does not this river fcem to be the.
Oregan of Captain Meares ?

Charlevoix, vol. 1i. p. 225 of the Englith tranflation,
meentions a great lake very far to the weft of the Miffiffipi,
on the banks of which are a people refembling the French, with
buttons on their cloaths, living in cities, and ufing horfes in
Axnting the buffalo: that they are cloathed with the fkins of
shat animal ; but without any arms but the bow and arrow.

Boff, in his account of l.ouifiana, vol. i. page 182, fays
that he had been informed by the Indians of a nation of
eloathed people, far to the weftward of the Miffiffipi, who
inhabited great villages builr with white fiones, navigated in
great piragnas on the great falt watcr lakes, and were governed
by one grand defpotic chief, who fent great armies into the field.

It defesves attention that the Mafotatas of Charlevoix,
and the Masocantes of Coxe feem to rctain fomething of
Madoc in their names.

Boffu, page 393, obferves that « Powel, an Fnglith wri-
ter, mentions, in his Hiftory of Wales, that, in the year
1170, there was a war in that country for the fucceflion to
the throne. A baftard took the crown from the legitimatc
children : one of the latter, whofec name was Madsc, em-
barked in order to make new difcoverics. Dirc&ting his
courfe to the weftward, he came to a country, the fertility
and beauty of which was amazing. As this country was
without inhabitants, Madoc fettled in it. Hakluit aflures
us that he made two or three voyages to England to fetch
inhabitants ; who, upon the account he gave of that fine
country, went to {ettle with him. The Englith belicve that
this Prince difcovered Firginia. Peter, Martyr {feems to give
a proof of it, when he fays that the nations of Firginia and
thofe of Guatimala celebrate the memory of one of their
ancient heroes, whom they call Madoc. Several modern
travellers have found ancient Britith words ufed by the
North American nations.- The celebrated Bithop Nie/olfon
believes that the Welck language has formed a confiderable
part of the languages of the American nations. There are
antiquarians who pretend that the Spaniards got their double
or ural / (//) from the Americans, who, according to
the Englitb, muft have got it from the Welch.” o
: No.
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An Outline of the Hiftory of the Madawgwys, by Mr. V.
Owen. Gendloman's Magazine. 1791, Vol. i p. 329,

IN the year 1170, Madawg, a younger fon of Owen
Gwvnedd, prince of North Wales, obferving a contmual
firife reign among his brethren for a fcanty inheritance of
barren rocks, determined to try his fortune in fearch of a
more pcaceful country. He accordingly fitted out twe
thips, and failed weftward, and difcovered the fouthera
ihores of Narth America, as the event has proved. Leav-
ing part of his followers there, he was cnabled providea-
tially to return to Furopc; and, on reprefenting to his
countrymen what had happened, fo many of them were
induced to fhare in his catcrprize, that, in his fecond emi-
gration, he failed nearly in the famec dirc&ion, with ten
thips, completcly filled, but without being fo fortunate as
to fal in with them he had left behind in his firft voyage.
'T'herc are good grounds to affert that Madawg, in this fe-
cond voyage, fell in with the coaft of the Carolinas ; for
the firft difcovery of the defcendants of that emigration was
made by the Rev. Mr. Morgan Jores, in 1685, who found
them, or at leaft a part of them, up Pontigo river. In
confequence of the kuropean colonies fpreading over that
country, or for fome other caufes, they removed up thecoun-
try to Kentucky, where evident traces of them have been late-
1y found ; fuch as the ruins of forts, miilftones, earthen ware,
&c. It is prefumed that, as their fituation was fecluded, and
not liable to be molefted, they left it unly in confequence of
difcovering a more inviting country; and none could be
more fo than wherc they finally {citied. The centre of the
country of the Madawgwys, and where their villages are
moft numerous, is about 38 degrees north latitud®, and 102
degrees weft longitude of London; but they extend (pof-
ﬁb%;' in detached communities) from about 37 degrees north
latitude, and 97 degrecs weft longitude, to 43 degrees north
Jatitude, and 110 degrees weft longitudc. 'The general
pame of Cymry is not loft among them, though they cali
themfelves Madawgwys, Madogiaid, Madagiaint, and Ma-
dogian ; names of the fame import, meaning the peoplc of
Madawg. Hence the French traveilers in Louiftana have
called them Padoucas, Matocantes, and other namus
bearing a fimilitude to what they call themfelves, and by

' wlih
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which thcy are known to the native Indians.—From the
country of the Madawgwys fome of the rivers run eaftward,
and others to thc weft: by the former they come into the
Miffourd, angd fo into the Miffiffipi, bringing with them fkins,

ickled buffalo-tongues, and other articles for traffic ; and

y the latter they have a communication with the Pacific
ocean, from a great falt water iake in. their country, down
the Oregan, or the great river of the weft, through the
Jtraits of Juan de Fuca, and other openings. The charafler
of thefe infulated Cambrians, who.are a numerous people,
is that they are very warlike ; are more civilized the
Indians ; live in large villages in boufes built of ftone ; are
commodioufly clad ; ufe horfes in hunting. They have iron,
of which they make tools, but have no fire-arms ; "and they
navigate the lake in large piragras. Their governmentis on
the feudal fyflem, and their princes are contidered as the di-
re& defcendants of Madawg.

~ No. IX.

A Later concerning the Welch Indians by the Rev. Jofhua
. Thomas, of Leominfler, with additional Remarks by Mr.
- Wiltiams. . :

) Leominfler, July 30, 1791.

THE Rev. Thomas Jones, of Nottage, in the county of
Glamorgan, wwent to America in 1737. His fon Samuel was
then three years of age. He gave him a liberal education
in Philadclphia, where he took the degree of Do&or of Di-
vinity. "He (Dr. Samuel Jones) wrote lately to the Rev.
Mr. William Richards, of Lynn, in Norfolk. In that letter
he fays, fpeaking of the Madocian Indians, ¢ the finding
of them would be one of the joyfulleft things to me that
could happen. I think ‘I fhould immediately go among
them, though I am now turned 55 ; and there are in Ame-
rica Welch prcachers ready to fet out to vifit them as foon
as the way to their country is difcovered.”

The Rev. Morgan. Edwards, A. M. went over to Phila-
delphia in 1761. He is a native of Monmouththire. In a
letter I had from him, dated Newark, in Pennfylvania, July
¥5, 1786, he fays, in your book (Hanes y Bedyddwyr)
you take notice of the Welch who emigrated with Madoc
ap Owen Gwynedd to Americain 1170. One Mr. John
Fafon has lately (1784). publithed a book, intituleds The

: Difcovery,
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Difcovery, Settlement, and prefent State of Kentucky ;
wherein, after mentioning the ftory of Madoc ap Owen, he
has thefe words : This account has feveral times drawn the
attention of the world; but as no veftiges of them (the
Welch) had then been found, it was concluded, perhaps too
rathly, to be a fable, or, at leaft, that no remains of the
colony exifted ; but of late the Wettern fettlers have re-
ceived frequent accounts of a nation at a great diftance up
the Miffouri (a branch of the Miffiffipi), in manners and ap-
pcarance refembling other Indians, but fpeaking Welch,
and rctaining fome ceremonies of the Chriftian worthip ;
and at length this is univerfally believed to be a fat. Cap-
tain Abraham Chaplain, of Kentucky, (a gentleman whofe
veracity may be depended upon) affured me that in the late
war, being with his company in garrifon in Kafkaiki, fome
Indians came there, and, {peaking the Welch language,
~ were perfe&tly underftood, and converfed with, by two
- Welchmen in his company ; and that they informed them
of their fituation as above.”—Thus far tranfcribed out of
Mr. Filfon’s book. -

Then Mr. M. Edwards proceeds:—The faid Miffouri
river is faid to run a courfe of 3000 miles before it falls
into the Miffiffipi. Kentucky was difcovered by one James
M‘Bride in 1754. Since the peace abundance of people
have emigrated there. This country was certainly inhabit-
ed by white people manfy years ago, as appears by the
remains of two regular fortifications, the plowing up of
broken earthen ware, a pair of millftones, &c.; all which
were unknown to the Indians. Mr. Filfon afcribes them to
the Welch, who removed from thence to the Miflouri, as
he fuppofes.—Thus far Mr. Morgan Edwards.

As this is a new affair, or rather.a fubje& long and deep-
ly buri blivion, and of late this raifed up, I can fayno
more to any importance. I have heard fome hints of
Welch people- being about the Miffiffipi about forty years
ago, ang fome other hints of no ufe now ; becaufe I do not
perfe&ly remember the particulars and authority of them.

I am, &c. . .
JOSHUA. THOMAS.

In-addition to the above account of Mr. Thomas, 1here
add a paffage from his Hanes y Bedyd durgr, i.e. The Hif~
tory o? the Baptifts in Wales, mentiened above. In Englith
thus :—¢ Many authors mention this Welch nation (in
America). The following words are i a letter from Mr.

' D - Reynold

~

‘i “q



a

(22 )

Reynold Howells to Mr. Miles, dated Philadelphia, 1752:
"I'he Welch Indians are found out; they are fituated on the
wett fide of the great river Mifhffipi.”

Mr. Owen and Mr. Williams had an opportunity lately
of confulting Mr. William Prichard, bookieller and printer,
of Philadelphia, who is now, or lately was in London, about
the Welch Indians. He told them that he had often heard
of them, and that they wcre, in Pennfylvania, univer-
fally believed to be very, far weftward of the Miffiffipi, and
that he had often hgard of people that had been amongft
them ; but the moft particular account that he had receiv-
ed was what he heard within thefe very few years of Dr.
Samuel Jones (who is mentioned in Mr. Jofhua Thomas’s
letter). He knows now, he fays, feveral in Pennfylvania
who have been amongft thofe Indians ; and is very a&ive at

refent in that country in ended¥ouring to obtain all the in-
¥ormation poffible on this curious fubje& ; and fays that, if
be fhould be but very little aflifted, he would immediately
vifit thefe Welch tribes. -

E. W,

No. X.
Information refpeftin “the Welch Indians, obtained by twe
American Miffionaries, in the Year 17766.

IN the year 1766, the Rev. Mefiis. Beatty and Duffield
were {ent, by the Synod of New York and Philadelphia, to -
vifit the inhabitants on the frontiers of Pennfylvania, and
the Indians fituated beyond them *. Their errand to the for-
mer was, to inquire what affiftance they needed with ref]

2o their religious concerfrs, in confequences of the diftrefles

~occafioned by the late war; and by vifiting the latter, to ex-

amine whether they difcovered any favourable difpofition to
receive the miniﬂ?' of the Gofpel. ~

In the courfe of their. journey they met with a Benjamin
Sutton, a perfon who had beén taken captive by the Indians,
had been in ditferent nations, and liveg many years among
them. From him they had the following relation :

“¢ When he was with the Cha&taw Nation, or tribe of
Indians, at the Miffiffipi river, he went to an Indian town,

* About 500 miles west of Philadelphia.
avery
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a very confiderable diftance from New Orleans, whofe in-
habitants were of diffcrent complexions, not fo tawny as
thofe of the other Indians, and who fpoke Welch. He faid
he faw a book among them, which he fuppofed was a Welch
Bible, which they carefully kept wrapped up in a {kin, but
that they could not read it ; and that he heard fome of thofe
Indians afterwards, in the Lower Shawanaugh town, fpeak
Welch with one Lewis, a Welchman, captive there. This
Welch tribe now live on the weft-fide of the Miffiffipi river,
a great way above New-Orleans.”

On the {fame journey they alfo met with a Levi Hicks,
who had becn captive with the Indians from his youth, and
who affured them, that, when attending an embafly, he had
been in a town of Indians on the weft-fide of the Miffiffipi
river, the inhabitants of which talked Welch (as he was
told, for he did not underftand them) : and theicinterpreter,
Jofeph, faw fome Indiansy whom he fuppofed to be of the
fame tribe, who talked /F7e/ch, and repeated fome of their
words, which he knew to be Welch, as he had been ac-
quainted with fome Welch peosle.

¢ Correfpondent hercto (adds Mr. Beatty), I have been
informed, that, many years ago, a clergyman went from
Britain to Virginia, and having lived fome time there, went
from thence to South-Carolina ; but, either becaufe the cli~
mate did not agree with him, or for fome other reafon, re-
folved to return te Virginia, and accordingly fet out by land,
accompanied with fome other perfons ; but travelling through
the back parts of the country, which was then very thinly
inhabited, fuppofing very probably this was the neareft way,
he fell in w:tgo a_ party of Indian warriors, going to attack
the inhabitants of Virginia, againft whom they had declared
war. :

¢ The Indians, upen examining the clergyman, and find-
ing that he was going to Virginia, looked upon him and his
companions as belonging to Virginia, and therefore took
them all prifoners, and let them know they muft die. The
clergyman, in preparation for another world, went to prayer,
and, being a Welchman, prayed in the Welch language ;
poffibly becaufe this language was moft familiar to him, or tq.
prevent the Indians underftanding him. One or more of the
party of the Indians was fuxx'prifed to hear him pray in their
language. Upon this they fpoke to him, and finding that
he could underftand their fpeech, they got the fentence of
death reverfed : and thus this happy circumftance was the
means of faviag his life. '

D2 ‘ “ They



Tf e

\

N ( 24 )

* They took him back with them into their country,
where he found a tribe whofe native language was Welch,
though the diale& was a little different from his own, which
he foon came to underftand. ‘They fhewed him a book,
which he found to be the Bible, but which they could not
read ; and, if I miftake not, hisability to read it tended to
ra¥e their regard for him.

*« He flayed fome time among them, and endeavoured to
inftru® them in the Chriftian religion. He at length pro-
pofed to go back to his own countrv, and return to them
with fome other teachers, who would be able to inftru&
them in their own language; to which propofal they confent-
ing, be accordingly {et out from thence, and arrived in Bri-
tain with full intention to return to them with {ome of his
countrymen, in order to teach thefe Indians Chriftianity.
But I was acquainted that, not long after his arrival, he was
taken fick and died, which put an end to his {chemes.”

Sutton farther faid, that he obferved fome cuftoms amon
the Delaware Indians refembling thofe of the Jews; an
that from fome of their aged men he had the following
tradition :—That of old time their peopie were divided by a
river, nine parts of ten pafling over the river, and one part
tarrying behind ; that they knew not, certainly, how they
firft came to this continent, but account thus for their fettling
where they now are: that a king of their nation, whenthey
formerly lived far to the weft, left his kingdom to his two
fons ; that the one making war upon the other, the latter
determined to feek a new habitation, and accordingly fet out
with a number of his people ; and that, after wandering to
and fro, for the fpace of forty years, they came to Delaware
river, where they fettled 370 years ago ; that they kept an
account of this by putting a black bead, every year fince, on
a piece of wampum kept for that purpofe *.

[Taken

& Dr. Cotten Matber, in his Magnalia Cbriti Amerieana, . 3, quotes an suthor,
whom he does not name, who says,  If we may credit any records besides the
Holy Scripture, I know it might be said and proved well, that this new world
was kmown, and partly inhabited by Britsins, or by Sesens, from Exgland, three
or four hundred vears before the Spaniards coming thither ;» which assertion,
the Doltor adds, is demonstrated from the discourses between the Meaicens and
the dords at their first arrival, and the Popish reliques, as well as Briish
wards and terms, which the Spaniards then found among the Mesicess ; as weil
:thl:om urdoub.ed passages, nct only in other authors, but in the Britich anuale

Dr. Matber, after ebserving that mankind generally agree to give the homeur
of discovering America to Coluabme, adds, “ And yet the story of Celumbus him~
ool mat be correted from the informetion of Do ls Foge, that one Senclez, 2

] native
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- {Taken from a pamphlet, entitled « The Journal of a
Two Months’ Tour, with a View of promoting Religion,
&c. &¢.” By CHARrLEs BiarTY, A. M. London. 1768.]

CONCLUSION.

*THE reader has now before him all the information I
have been able to colle& on this curious and difputed fubje&s
upon which 1beg leave to offer a few remarks. It is diffi-
cult to fuppofe that hiftorians and poets fhould have
combined to impofe on the world by a fabricated ftory of
Madoc’s emigration. It is admitted that the art of naviga-
tion was very imperfe&ly underftood in the twelfth century ;
yet furely it is poffible that thie voyages here related, might
be performed *. The idea of a weftern hemifphere might

have

native of He'ws, in Spaim, did before him find out these regions. He tells us, that
Sanchez, using to trade in a small vessel to the Canarier, was driven by a furiows
and tedious tempest over unto these western countrieg ; and at his retwrn be gave
10 Colon, or Colembur, an account of what he had seen, but soon fier died of a
discage he had goton his dangerous voyage.” He furtber adds, * Indeed the twe
Cabats, father and son, under the commission of our King Henry VII. entering
wpod their generous undertakings in the year 1497, made further discoveries
ot America than either Columbar ot Vesputins. Y ea, sinoe the Cabets made a dis-
covery of this Coxximent in 1497, and it was 1498 before Columbue discovered
any part of the Continent, I know not why the Spanierd should go unnivafled in
the claim of this new world.”

¢ Since the above went to the press, the following communicdtion has beem
received from a friend.

¢ It is much more improbable, that'there showid be no foundation for all the
reports that have been made of Madoc’s voyages, and the existence of Weich
Iodians in North America, than that 2n expedition should have been underta~
ken io the 12th century, similar to those which were repeatedly performed in the
s5th. The mariner's compass was probably known at the former period ; for
it is described by a French poet, who wrose early in the 13th century : but the
spplication of astrcnomy, which had been customary from remote antiquity,
might have sufficed' far a voyage to America with persoas who had comrage
enough for the enterprise. Brhtain was at that time celebrated for its marioe 3
and, indeed, had boen s0 600 years before. In the fleet which Richard L.
equipped, in the year 11go, were more than 160 three-masted shipe. Hence
the expressions of Matthew, of Westminster, who wrote in the 1 pth centurs,
need not be considered as very hyperbolical : “ O England! thow wast lasely
equal to the ancient Chaldeans in power, probperity, and glory. The ships of
Tarshish could not be compared with thy ships, which brought thee spices, and
very precious thing, from the four cotners of the world.”” There were maay
oea-ports celebrated Sor commerce, and none more 80 than Bristol, at the pn:“
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have occurred to Madoc as well as to Columbus: and, b
the aid of fuch knowledge as mariners could then attain, he
ight be enabled tomaintain a wefterly courfe, provided he
fufficient courage to perfevercin it. .

The numerous teftimonies of refpeable perfons, totally
unconneQed with each othes, and who have aGually con-
verfed with the Welch Indians, can fcarcelv be queftioncd ;
for they could have no poffible interetft in the invention and
propagation of a falfghood. )

It is, indeed, fomewhat remarkable that more pains have
not been taken, by the inhabitants of the new or old world,
to inveftigate a fubje@ of fo much curiofity and importance.
‘The complete difcovery of this nation may prove highly in~
tcrcftjlgg. A new and extenfive fource of commerce may
poffibly be opened by a friendly intercourfe with them ; and,
what 1s infinitely more important, we, as Chriftians, may
become the happy inftruments of conveving to them the in-
eftimable bleflings of the Gofpel of Chrift.

Unaccountable and criminal fupincnefs, in this refped, is
chargeable upon almoft all Chril{)ian countries. The great °
command of our Saviour has been already forgotten—« Go
ye into all the world, and preach the Gofpel to every crea-
ture.” Commendable diligence has been exerted in making

ographical difcoveries ; and the mercantile world has not

iled to extend its commercial efforts to the ends of the
earth ; but our infidelity has led us to undervaluc the glorious
Gofpel at home, and to be carelefs about its univerfal fpread.
This condu&®, however, is inexcufable, if, according to the

of Madoc’s voyage ; previous to which the Flemings had been settled by Hen-
ry L. in Pembrokeshire. It is probabie that, from either of these places, Madoc
might obtain sufficient assistanee for the equipment of his veseels, if he needed
it.  For these and many other instances of the early maritite power of Britain,
the reader may refer to Hackluyt’s Voyages, and Dr. Henry’s History.

% That modern writers have concurred to discredit the whole account will not
sppear swrprising, nor of much consequence, whep it is considered that the age
in which we live is remarkably prone to disregard the evidence of fads, to
which any natural improbability is attributed. It is often the case that cavils
arfse from the ignorance of those who make them; and one of the objettions
that has been raised againet the proofs of Madoc's expedition affords a striking
jnstance of this truth. Amongst several Welch words that are said to be used
by American Indians, is the name given to a well-known sea-fow!, the Penguin,
Which, in the British language, signifies white besd. To oppose this argument,
4t has been confidently asmerted that the Penguin is not an inhabitant of the
Borthern hemisphere ; although it is, in fa@, the most common bird upon the
coasts of Worth America. There is more sembiance of force in the objection,
that the Penguin’s head is not white, but black. Yet asthe rest of the bird,
When it swims, appears of the latter cblour, and it has a white patch about the

e, it might be 90 calied on that account : and this derivation is at least more
zdyMMMiMMb]thcobje&om" '

“

. - opinioa
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opinion of the late celebrafd Dr. Johnfon, ¢ to omit for a
year, or for a day, the moft efficacious methods of ad-
vancing Chriftianity is a crime of the greateft magnitude *.”
The recent formation of feveral focieties in England, Scot-
land, and America, for the purpofe of fending Miffiomaries
among the Heathen, muft afford fincere pieajure to the ge-
nuine difciples of Chrift; and I cannot but think that the
Welch Indians have the ftrongeft claim imaginable to the
regard of thofe Socicties. I indulge a hope, thatthe exift-
¢nce of fuch a people will be eftablithed beyond a doubt,
and that fome effc&tual means will be devifed to fend Welch
prcachers among them.

I have been credibly informed, that, in the vear 1793, a
Mr. john Evans, a native of Wales, who had refided fome
vears in London, was ftrongly inclined to recognize his
Britith brethren on the Miffouri; and- accordingly went to
America. I know it to be a fa&, that, having obtained
proper letters of recommendation, he left the houfe of Dr.
Joncs, near Philadelphia, carly in the fpring of that year,
and fet out upon his long journey, through Kentucky, to the
Miffiffipi. For a long feafon nothing was heard of him, and
his friends began to f%:ar that he had perithed. But [ have
a letter from the Rev. Mr. D , of Somerfetfhire, who
received information from his fon in America, that Mr.
Evans had rcturned in fafety, having fully accomplifhed the
obje& of his journey. The following is an extra&t :

“ He ftates, that a young Welchman is returned from a
Iong journey which he had undertaken, with a view to dif-
cover whether fuch a people cxifted as the Welch Indians.
He faith, this perfon has difcovered fuch a tribe, inhabiting
the country weft of the mouth of the Miffouri about 700
miles ; that they treated him with friendfhip and hofpitality,
and adopted him as their fon. Their language is the
Britith, and he particularly noticed the common words 40 be
the fame as are now in ufe in Wales to defcribe the fame
obje@s ; fuch as houfes, light, windows, water, bread, &c.
&c. The hiftory thefe Ingians give of themfelves is this:
"That their anceftors came from a far counuH, and landed at
the mouth of the Miffiffipi from thirteen fhips, about the
year of Chrift 1018 ; there they built a town; but fince that
period, their defcendants have been falling back to their
prefent refidence.” ’

® See 2 Letter on this subje? in Boswell's Lifc of Dr. Jobnson, vol. i. p. 236

It
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It is more than a year fince I received this intelligence.
I have made the moft diligent inquiries "concerning Mr.
Evans, but have received no further information ; but hope
1 foon thall, in anfwer to feveral letters fent to America.
Should no certain information be received of, or by, Mr.
Evans, 1 truft that the very ftrong probability of the exift-
ence of fuch a people, as evinced by the preceding papers,
will induce the Miffionary Socicty, or fome other bedy of
Chriftians in England, or America, to fend a fufficient num-
ber of perfons, properly informed and provided, fully to in-
veftigate a matter fo replete with curiofity and importance.
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POSPSCRIPT.

*

INCE the foregoing pages were fent to the prefs, I have
S procured Dr. Williains’s pamphlet, entitled, dn In-
quiry into the Truth of the Tradition, concerning the Difco-
very of America, by Prince Madsg ab Owen Gwynedd, and
which I had long fought for in vain, not knowing its roper
title. To this trak, and another he has fince publithed *,
I gladly refer the reader who withes for further information
concerning the Welch Indians. The Do&or appears to be
a perfe&® mafter of the fubje&, and has beftowed much
learned labour upon it. Moft of the circumftances here re-
latcd are contained in his pamphlets; the ancient hiftorians
and bards, who firft recorded the exploits of Madog, are
cited, and their charalters defended. The author alfo
largely anfwers the obje&ions of Dr. Robertfon, Lord Lyt-
tleton, and others, againft their authority. From thefe pub-
lications I fhall take the liberty of making the following
extrats, tending to enlarge and confirm the teftimonies al-
ready adduced. )

No. XI.

The Firft Difcovery }f the Welch Indians, by the Rev.
Morgan ones, in the Year 1660.

¢ THESE prefents may certify all perfons whatever, that
" in the year 1660, being an inhabitant of Virginia, and

Chaplain to Major General Bennet, of Manfoman County,
the iPa)d Major Bennet and Sir William Berkeley fent two
thips to Port Royal, now called South Carolina, which is
fixty leagues to the fouthward of Capefair, and I was fent

® Entit'el, Fartber Chservations on the Dizcovery of <merica by the Exrop ans. 1792.
Sold bv White and Sous, Fleet-sireet; and J. Johnscn, St. Paul’s Chor b=

yard, London. .
= E therewith
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therewith to be their minifter. Upon the 8th of April we
fet out from Virginia, and arrived at the harbour's m-uh of
Port Royal the 19th of the fame mdonth, where we waited
for the reft of the flect that was #fail from Barbacoes and
Bermuda, with one Mr. Weft, who was to be Deputy Go-
vernor of the faid place. As foon as the fleet came in, the
fmalicft veflels that were with us failed up the river to a place
called the Oyfter Point. There 1 continued about eight
months, all which time being almoft flarved for want of
provifions; I and five more travelled through the wildernefs
till we came to the Tufcorara countrv. There the Tufco-
rara Indians took us prifoners, becauie we told them that
we were bound to Roanock. That night tliey carried us to
their town, and fhut us up clofe. to our no fmall dread.
The next day they entered into a confultation about us, which,
after it was over, their interpreter told us that we muft pre-
pare ourfelves to die the next morning. Thereupon being
very much deje@ed, and fpeaking to this effeét in the Britith
tongue, ¢ Havel efcaped fo many dangers, and muft I now
be knocked on the head like a dog !”” than prefently an In-
dian came to me, which afterwards appeared to be a war
captain belonging to the Sachem of the Doegs (whofe ori-
ginal, I find, muit needs be from the old Britons), and took
me up by the middle, and told me, in the Britith tongue,
¢ I thould not die;”” and thereupon went to the Emperor of
Tufcorara, and agreed for my ranfom and the men that were
with me. '[hey then welcomed usto their town, ahd enter-
tained us very civilly and cordially four months ; during which
time I had the opportunity of converfing with them fami-
liarly in the Britifh language, and did preach to them three
times a-week in the fame language ; and they would confer
with me about any thing that was difficult therein: and, at
our departure, they abundantly fupplied us with whatever
was neceffary to our fupport and well-doing. ‘They are fet~
tled upon Pontigo * river, not far from Cape Atros. This
i$ a brief recital of my travcls among the Doeg Indians.

« MORGAN JONES,

“ Son of John Jones, of Bafaleg, near
Newport, 1n the county of Mon-
mouth. ;
® Pontige may be derived from the Welch P.nt ¥ g», The Smith's Bridge; or
Pant y go, The Suiith’s Valley, Deeg lnllw is probably a corruption of Mafeg’s

“ Iam
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¢ I am ready to condu&t any Welchman, or others to
the country.
«« Nesv York, March 10, 1685-6 *.”

It can {carcely be doubted that Mr. Jones was the clergy-
man of whom Mr. Beatty had heard fome imperfe&t account,
and”which we have related page 23.

No. XIIL
The Teftimony of Captain Ifaac Stewart.

CAPTAIN STEWART gave: the following . account,’
March 1782, and which was publifhed in the Public Adver-"
tifer, O&. 8, 1785. He was taken prifoner in the" year
17¢4, by the Indians, about 50 miles weft of Fort Pitt, and
fortunately delivered from the cruekties fuffered by his com-
panions. Being redeemed from his captivit-, which conti-
nued two ycars, he accompanied a Weichman and a Spa-
niard to the weftward, crofling the Mifliffipi near Rouge, or
Red River, up which they travelled 700 miles, when they
found a nation of Indians remarkablv white. The Welch-
man was detcrmined to remain with them, becaufe he un-
derftood their language, which differed but little from his
own. The chief men of the town faid. that their anceftors
came from a foreign country, and landed on the eaft fide
of the Mifliffipi, defcribing particulariy the country now
called Florida ; and that, on the Spaniards taking poffeffion
of Mexico, they fled to theirthen abode. And as a proof
of the truth of what they advanced, he (the Welchman)
brought forth rolls of parchment, which were carefully tied
up in otters’ {kins, on which were large chara@ers written
with blue ink. Captain Stcwart could not underftand thefe
charaters, nor could the Welchman, as he could not read

® This Jetter was sent, dr given, to Dr. Lloyd, of Pennsylvania, by whom it
‘was transmitted to Charles Liwyd, Esq. of Dol yAfran, in Mon‘gomeryshire ;
and afterwards 1o Dr. Plott, of the Ashmolean Museam in Oxtord ; and in~
serted in the Gentleman’s Magazine, 1740, by the Rev. Theophilus Evans, who
Observes, that several British words used by the Mexicans, when their country
was discovered by the Spaniards, tend to confirm thefruth of Madog’s voyage :
for instance, Pengwyn, W hite-head, the name not only of 2 bird, but of 2 high
and bare rock; Greess, Welcome ; 7, White or limpid water; Bara,
2?03:; Tal, Father; Mam, Mother; Bucd, a Cow ; Clug-Jor, a Partridge,

¢, &

E2 even
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even his own language *. The people appeared to be bold,
hardy, and intrepid, very warlike, and the women beautiful
when compared with other Indians.

No. XIIL

o

.
Teftimonies of various Traders, &e.

MR. RICHARD BURNELL, a gentleman who went to
America in 1763, and has fince returned, informed Mr.
Williams, that during his refidence at Philadelphia, he be-
came acquainted with mrany ancient Britons, who affured
him that the Welch Indians were well known to many in
that city ; and that a Mr. Willin, who obtained the grant of
a'large trat onthe Mifhiffipi, took with him, among mcny
other fetders, two Welchmen, who perfe&tly underftood the
language of the Indians, and converfed with them for hours
together. Thefe Welchmen affured Mr. Willin that the
Indians fpoke Welch ; that fome of them were fettled in
thofe parts (in the diftri® of the Natches), others on the
the weft-fide of the Miffiffipi, and fome in very remote
parts.

MR. WiLLiaMms had an interview with Sir John Cald-
well, Bart. who, during the laft war, was ftationed on the
eaft-fide of the Mifliffipt, who faid there were fome Welch-
men in his company, who underftood the language of the
Indians (the Panis, or Pawnees), which was Weich; and
that they are a people confiderably civilized, living in houfes,
cultivating the ground, and brought up in habits of induftry,
which other Indians are ftrangers to.

Mgr. RiMINGTON, an Englithman, who had been among
the Indians, informed Mr. Williams, that being at an Indian
mart at the forks of the Ohio, fome ftrange Indians came there
from the weft of the Miffiffipi, who were not underftood by
the Shawanefe Indians; but one Jack Hughes, 2 Welch-

® It is possible that the MSS. Bible (if such it was) might be written ia
Greek chiaraCters, as being thought more sacred, which accounts for the Captain
not being able to read thera ; but the Clergyman, before alinded 10, is s t0
merecommzn&dhhnselttothln&;mmm, wiﬂin:rygn-
e’ L]

man,
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man, who was with Mr. Rimington, underftood them well,
and was their interpreter while they ftaidd. He immedi-
ately recognized them as the Welch Indians.

Mr. GiBsoN, a trader, told Mr. Kennedy, 8 gentleman
now in London, that he had been among Indians who fpoke
Welch ; and that he had converfed, at different times, with
very many others, who affured him that there is fuch a
ple. The cultivation of their country, and the civilization

of the people, is a matter of aftonithment to the traders id
general. .

Dr. WiLrraMs alfo relates the particulars of a conver-
{ation between Mr. Owen and General Bowles, a Cherokee
Chief, who was in London a few years ago. 'The General
had travelled all along the fouthern boundary of the country
inhabited by the Welch Imdians, and abundantly confirmed
the aecourits we have already given of them. Thisis the
converfation referred to in pages 8 and 9 of this pamphlet.

I fhall only add, fromi Dr. Williams’s interefting publica-
tions, fome obfervatioys he makes, in anfwer to the fup-
pofed impraicabifity of Madoc’s voyage at fo easly a pe-
riod as the year 1170. )

He obferves, that the maritime forcc of the Britons was
vey; confiderable in the days of Julius Ciefar, and that the
reafon of his invadin‘ﬁnthis ifland was, becaufc the Britons
afifted the Gauls by land and fea ; that their naval power
mift ha*ve been very refpe@able, whea ¢ Vincula dare
Oceano,” and ¢ Btitannos fubjugare,” were convertible
terms. He alfp obferves, it is admitted that « the Pheeni-

cians and others Tailed to Britain, and other countries, for °

tin and lead, and to the Baltic fea for amber ; voyages
which feem as difficult as that of Madog’s, and a longer na-
vigation. It was hardly poffible for the Britons notto learn
how to navigate {ltips, whenthey faw it was done by others *.”
He admits that; probably, chance firft threw Prince Madog
on the American coaft’; and fuppofes, that on his retura to
Wales (for he madc two voyages) he might fall into the
cutrent ; whichy, it is faid, runs from the Weft India Iflands
northward to Cape Sable in Nova Scotia, where, interrupted
by the land, itruns eaftward towards Britain.

_® In the ninth ¢entury, Alfred the Great bad a very formidable fieet.
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But I refer again to the Do&or’s pamphlets, in which the
reader will a fund of entertainment, and, if I miftake
not, very fatisfaltory proof of the voyages of Prince Madog;
and the prefent exiftence of the Welch Indians in America.
I cannot but unite with him in withing thata fubfcription
wére opened;” for thie purpofe of fending proper perfons to
afcertain the fa&, beyond the poffibility of doubt; hoping
that the difcovery’ would lead to the moft important and
falutary ends.

i . April 10, 1797.

THE reader ill recolle®, that a Mr. Evans fet out in
the year 1793, determined, if poffible, to find out his
Cambri-Ameritan brethren. I am happy to be able, in
confequence of a letter I received yefterday from the Rev.
Mr. ‘Themas, of Leominfter, to give the public fome fur-
ther account.of him, and of his journey; from which it
wil appear, that Mr. D. was mifinformed when he wrote
to England (as mentioned page 14), that John Evans had

‘ jfully accomplifhed the obje& of hisAourney:” it may be

hoped, however, that he'is in a fair way of fo doing.

Mr. Thosnas informs me, that John Evans was born near
Carnarvon j that he is the fon of a Welch preacher, in con
nexion with the Methodifts ; and that he is a young man of
very good /chara&er, prudent, good-natured, and much in-
clined to travel. Mr. Morgan Rees, an intelligent perfon,
who went to America in the year 1794, has written to his
la, in Merioneththire, giving the following ac-
count of [this adventurous traveller.

¢ Johp Evans, is, at laft, gone up the river Miffouri, in
queft of the Weich Indians. He was taken by the Spaniards,
and imprifoned at St. Louis, on’ the Miffiffipi. the in-
terceflign of 2 Welchman, living at that place, he was li-
berated. About that time, Judge Turner came into the
proviace of Cahokia and Kafkafkia, on the Miffiffipi, ex-
ecuting his office in the country N. W. 3f the Ohio. The
Spanith Governor paid him a vifit, and in converfation men-
t Zﬁohn Evans, who thought to go up the Miffouri ;

ded, that he had detained him till he could get further
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had previoufly heard fomething of John Evah, and requeft-

ed the Governor to permit him to procéed on his journey ;
obferving, that if he could not find out the peoplein view,
yet his journey might prove.a common benefit to the world.
In confequence of this requeft, the Governer not only pro-
mifed Mr. Evans permiffion to proceed, but to give him a
letter of recommendation, written in Spanith, French, and
Englith, to bc prefented as ‘occafion might require ; toge-
ther with fome articles that would be acceptable, to the
Indians he might meet with on his way. Judgd™Xurner was
- alfo o obliging as to give him every needful inftru€tion how
to condu&t himfelf among the Indians, with direQion to
keep a journal, &c. So that now he is more likely than
ever to fucceed. Before he returns he is to follow the Mif-
fouri up to the very fpring-head ; to vifit the Volcano ; and
to bring proof, if he can, that he has touched upon the
Pacific Ocean. He is then to receive 2000 dollars of the
Spanith Government.—Thus the Welchman, fhould he live
to return, whether he fucceed or not in difcovering the
Welch Indians, will obtain a comfortable fupport for his
life, and his diary may probably be worth a very confiderable
fum.” . :

,

The Editor only adds, that he will thankfully receive
any communications on this fubje&t from Wales, Amerita,
or any other part of the world; and intends to communi-
cate to the public the interefting intelligence he may be
favoured with. He alfo holds himfelf in readinefs to affift,
as far as he may be able, in furthering any attempt far the
difcovering, civilizing, or Chriftianizing the Welch Indiaps.

‘.

FINI1S.
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JMISSIONARY SOCIETY.

Tf ﬁﬁ/&d,’ by T. CHAPMAN, Fleet-fireet,
A SERMON AND CHARGE

DELIVERED AT
SION-CHAPEL, LONDON,
JuLy 28, 1796,
On occafion of the Defignation of the FIRsT M1SSIONARIES
' - to the Iflands of the South-Sea.
The Sermon by HENRY HUNTER, D. D. Minifter of the
. Scots Church, London Wall ;

The Charge by Epwarp WiLLiams, D. D. Minifter at -

. Rotherham, Yorkfhire.
To which is prefixed,
A SHORT NARRATIVE
Of the Order of the Solemnity of that Day.
Price One Shilling.

SIX SERMCNS, ,
Preached in London at the Formation of the

MISSIONARY SOCIETY,
September 22, 23, 24, 1795,
By the Rev. Dr. Haweis, Aldwinckle,
Rev. George Burder, Coventry,
Rev. Samucl Greatheed, Woburn,
Rev. John Hey, Brittol,
Rev. Rowland Hill, M. A. Surry Chapel,
Rev. David Bogue, Gofport.
To which are prefixed, Memerials refpedting the Eftablifh-
ment and firft Attempts of that Society.
Price Two Shillings and Sixpence.

 FOUR- SERMONS,
Preachcd in London at the Second General Meeting of the
MISSIONARY SOCIETY, :
May 11, 12, 13, 1796, :
By the Rev. Mr. Lambert, Hull,
Rev. Mr. Pentycrofs, Wallingford,
Rev. Mr. Jay, Bath, and '
Rev. Mr. Jones, Llangan.
To which are prefixed; the Proceedings of the Meeting, and
P the Report of the Direftors,
' With a Portrait of CApTAIN WILSON.

Price Two Shillings and Sixpence.







