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Ordered, by The 1louse of Commons, {o be 3.::«& P
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‘ ‘ Under 1 oz. S I
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CANADA.

'RETURN toan Onnrn of the Honour'lble The House of Commons,
dated 3 March 1841 ;—for,

AN ACCOUNT showing the Manner in which the Sum of £.10,000 granted in
the Army Estimates of last Year for the Formation of a VETERAN BarTaLION
in Canadu, has been Expended ; stating the Conditions proposed to Soldiers of
Her Majesty’s Army volunteering to serve in such Battallon, the Number who

~ . have voluntecred, and the Number whose Services have been accepted. |

Or dcrcd by The House of Commons, ¢o be Printed, 30 March 1841.

O part of the sum of 10,000 l. granted in the Army Estlmdtes of 1840-41,
for the formation of a Veteran Battalion in Canada has as yet been expended.

The conditions proposed to soldiers volunteering to serve in the Canadian regi-
‘ment are stated in the accompanying copies of conespondence marked 1to 5.

The number of men who have volunteered, and the number whose services have
~been accepted, cannot be stated until a report shall have been received from the
“officer commanding the Forces in ‘Canada, on the result of the modified pl.m and
condmons proposed for the voluutecnmr to the Canadian remment. ‘
| (swned) T B. .Macaula J

\Var-ofﬁce 9 March 1841.‘

M E‘\IORANDUM

HER l\lajesty s Government - have determined : that a bodv of troops shall be
formed in' Canada, to consist of men who have already acquired a title to additional
pay or good-conduct money, by their present services in the army,’ and the follomng
! ;advantaoes are contemplated from the adoption of this measure. ‘
st The security against desertion from the frontier posts, derived from the
unwrllmgness to incur. the forfeiture of the aclvantatres above speuhed :
--2d. The diminution in the number of- regiments statloned abr oad in so fax as the
proposed battahon would be available. = .
. 3d.' A prospect of le\\ard to soldlcrs of the lme, uho l)y good serv1ce may mcnt S
| Vsuch an advantage.’ - -
“.‘In order to- combme these dcsmble results, mre must be taken that tlns battallon
shall be’ Lomposed of men who have 1o temptation: to desert that the battalion -
acting in all respects as ‘soldiers shall be subject to the reﬂulattons and dlscrplme of
‘the service, in like manner as are at present all other battalions of the ar my; that
‘the duty should not be unnecessarily ‘pressing ; and that the ultlmate prospect of thc‘j o
soldier should be such as to induce him to enter the service. ‘ o
With these ob)ects in view, the battalion will be: composed as follows, v17 —_
“1st, The'regiment shall. be styled The Royal Canadian Regiment. .-~ ‘
:2d.; . The:services of this. regiment shall not be extended beyoud the Conunent of
orth Ameuca and the' adjacent British possessions-and 1shnds..,_ SRR NS
d 'lhe ofﬁcers of the:Royal Canadlau Remment shall receive the same ratesr o
pay slolhcers of cunespondm«r rank in the mfantlv of the lme e o

- The non-commissioved officers and private, soldlers shall receive the same pay' R
sis né)w Qranted to the non-t.omnncsxoned oiﬁcexs and soldlers of Her Majestys Lt

.. No-soldier. shall be permltted to volunteer ﬁom the reulments of the lme o
nto the Royal Canadian Regiment who shall not have served’ 15 yearsin the army.
:6th. The fsoldlers to be dllowed everv opportumty for: proﬁtably employmg ‘their:
‘lelsuxe time in agric ‘ \ d in the per-
: - formarice




23d. 24th. 324,
-34th. G5th. 67th
73d. 8sth.

‘of the RO)al Cauvadian: Regiment, “and at’ the -same time, requestmv ‘my décisio
upon several  questions. put by officers, comimanding . 1 cnlments, relative: to* th
© terms upon which soldiers are to be necewui as volunteers., T subjoin . copxcs f

" them according to the terms upon which “it has been decided that this’ bdttahon
‘should be 1amd, and some remarks’which ' bave suggested thcmselwes Alo”m )
“to which I have the honour to request your Lordshlps qttentlon be‘

ACCOUNTS RESPECTING THE FORMATION

to

formance of military duty. - Regulations to be made for this purpose from time to
time by the commanding officer of the battalion, subject to the approval of tlie
Commander of the lorcc-s in Canada.

7th. After 20 years’ service in the Royal Canadian Regiment, soldiers to be
entitled to their discharge on the same pension as if thev had coutmued to serve in
the line. ‘

Sth. The general officer commanding in Canada to be ca- -0fficio coloncl of the
Royal Canadian Regiment, with an annual addition to his pay of 200/

gth. The c]othmfr to bc provided bv the public, without any allowance to the -
colonel.

As the principal feature in the estabhshmcnt of this cmps is to counteract the
crime of desertion from the regiments of the line on the frontier, the Royal Cana-
dian Regiment should not be removed from the frontier posts in Canada to other-
parts of the command, except only in such cases as the exigencics of the service
may indispensably require.

‘ (signed) Fit:roy Somcrset.
Horse Guards, 27 August 1840. ‘

Sir, " Horse Guards, 26 November 1840..4

‘ ) ‘ . 1021 )
Your letter of the gth September, ————l——-lms been unacknowledged luthelto, ‘

by reason that the information required could only be obtained through the Lieu-
tenant-general commanding in Canada, to whom the necessary. instructions regard- |
ing the | preparatory arrangements for the formation of the Royal Canadldn Renl-
ment had been transmitted on the 27th August. ‘

I have now the honour to acquaint you, that o despatch, dated the °6th October, C
has becn received from Sir Richard Jackson, enclosing a return showing the number
of men of the regiments named in the mur ain, who have volunteered their services:
apon the terms announced to him; but that the nominal lists which had been
specially required by wie, and mtended to show the numbers, age and character,as.
well as service of the volunteers, would be forwarded as soon as the whole had
been received from the several remmems under his command, and which have not
vet arrived.

The L wutcnant—ﬂenel al has '1130 transmitted a paper conhmm(T certain questlons
put by officers comm'm(hnw corps, relative to the terms upon w hich soldiers are to -
be received as volunteers for the Royal Canadian. Rc«nmcnt, and which being chleﬁy,
if not altogether, of a financial dcscnpuon it is not in my power to answ er w1thout
previous. reference to you. >
~ 1 therefore enclose herewith copies of thc several papers above-named for },our
" consideration, and shall be glad to receive your decision upon the several questions
at your carlicst convcmence, as no further progress can be made towards the for-- i

- mation of the Royal Canadian Regiment until these points shall lnve been ﬁnally ’

determined upon.

. ‘ ‘ . o Ih'ne, e uf o
. The Right Hon. T. B. Macaulay. - (ewncd) CHull.

100190
My Lord, : o '\\’ ar Of’ncc, 20 Decemben 1840
lnL General Commandmmm Chicf’ lns nansmxtted to me # letter, of whicl’

Lave the honour to enclose u copy, covering copies of a despateh’from Sir Richard
Jackson, relative to the voluinteering from ILOImGII[b of the line -for : the for matio

the questions thus submitted’ to e, the answers which I consider must be givet

is. sent lo Sn R .]ackson 5 wmmum(.atlon.

PR



o only). free dlscharge and 104; after 19 years, ‘with 1217 -after.20 years, “with” 14l SRR
3 land SRR R

OF A VETERAN BATTALION IN CANADA. 3

" The first question is, “Is the 20 years’ service required to obtaina pension to be
in addition to the 15 years which qualify a man  to volunteer for this corps?”
Although the memorandum attached to Lord F. Somerset’s letter appears to be

conclusrve on this point, yet several references have been made on the subject,

sceing, that thereby it will require a total servxce of 3 5 years, at least to entitle a
man to discharge with pension.
The answer to this must be, that itis intended that 20" years’ service shall be

civén in this battalion, in addition to the previous 15, which quahﬁes for volun~

teering, to give a man a claim to retirement on pension. .

In the letter which I had the honour of addressing to Lord Hlll on the 12th
August last, and which was communicated to your Lordship, I proposed either
“that men who had acquired one good conduct badge, that is to say, who must have

given seven years of creditable servxce, at least, should be permitted to volunteer,
by which means, with 20 years’ further service in the Canadian Battalion, they

* would generally not acquire a right to retire upon pension until about the age of

50; or, if this suggestion were not adopted, that the period of service in the Cana-

dian Battalion'should be reduced from 20 to 10 years for the man who had. pre-

" viously given 15 years’ line service.

By the arrangement under which this battallon is to be raised, 35 years’ total
service, at the jeast, will be reqmred to entitle a soldier, not declared to be medi-

cally unfit for further service, to his discharge on the same pension as if he had -
continued to serve in the line. The maximum pension, which, under the warrant

of 182, a soldier can claim, is 1. 2d. a day after 25 years’ service. Al the men,
now volunteering, or who can volunteer for the next seven years, have their right
to pensron reﬂulated by this warrant." They will, therefore, be only entitled after
35 years service in the line, and in the Canadian Regiment to 1s5. 2d. as a
maximum. -The men enlisted under the warrant of February 1833, who can only

- volunteer after 1848, havea claim to pension of 6d. a day after 21 years, increasing.

1d. a day for every subsequent year of service completed, to a maximum of 1. a

" day; but under the good-conduct warrant, these men may, by obtaining three or -

four badges, carry with them to pension “the amount of their good-conduct pay.
- Thus a man, after havmo served in the line’ 33 years, having been for five years in

. possession of four badge ‘may obtain a pension of 1s. 4d a day.” He cannot |
- claim discharge and pension from the Canadian Battalion until after 35 years. 1t

1s true, that to obtain this pension, he must be discharged from the line unfit for
service; but this becomes in the line a necessary consequcnee of such an extent of

duty. I cannot, therefure, but consider that the service required in the Canadian

~ Battalion to entitle a man to discharge and pension, without - positive disability,

although less severe than that of the hne, is too loné to aﬂord a suﬁicxent mduce-

ment to’ extenswe volunteermu -

The second question is, Wlll the soldlers of this t.orps be entltled to receive

the good-conduct pay granted to the Guards, or the extra-pay for 14, for 21, and

28 years’ service, in addition to. the ordinary pay of the Guards ?” ‘ ‘
"The answer 10 this question ‘is, that the men serving in the Canadlan Battalron .
- have, in‘addition to the ordinary pay of the Guards, a claim to all the advantages
of addmona] pay, or good conduct pay, to whlch the Guards or other regrments are .

~entitled.

The thll‘d questron is, « Wlll they retain. therr oresent advantage of belnc;"‘

‘allow ed to retire with a gr atmty and a tree discharge for length of service, reckonmg S

 their former service in the line towards obtammg that indulgence?”

. The warrant of '1829 allows free dlscharge as'an’ mdulﬂence after 15 years

L servnce, vuth 3 months pay abroad

After 16 years se1v1ce thh 6 months pay
Sl —— SRR P2 e
a8 et 18, B
;‘;3321 o —— vnth a pensnon of 1od a day

'lhe “arrant of Febxuary 1833 allows free drscharve as an mdulcence after 1 5 o

* years service, without any gratuity, but after 18 yedrs (to settlers in the Colonies ' . R

- after 21’ years, with: 16[.;‘after 2°‘years, wrth '18l
, afttr 24 years,’; with 240 colnT
[ The, oood conduct warrant allows ‘free dlscharg,e after 16 years,'

after s 23 years wrth, 2ol

with, rlght of o



" ave

‘selves comfortably located - with their ‘families. "1t may be" e\:pedrent to extend*
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registry to deferred pension of -4d. a day, if discharged with one bad« and of 6 d, |
if discharged with two badges.
 These free dischars ges, whether with or \nthOut gratuity or pension, are however ‘
under either warrant dlstmctly declared to be indulgences to be granted or with--
held at the pleasure of the Crown. A similar questlon arose recardmcr ‘the Tlc” .
volunteering from regiments leaving Canada to permanent line service - in-
Colony, when one year addition to their previous service is granted; and. Lord
Hill has been requested to fix a specific period after volunteering, previously to
which the additional year should not reckon in reference to dlscharge nor the
discharge be claimable.  This period has not yet been fixed. : ‘
The . benefit accorded to the men of the Canadian Battalion will be the in-
creased pay of 1d. a day, to which the men enlisted under the warrant of 1829,
would be entitled as gratuity if discharged by indulgence after 15 years’ service.
The object of raising the Canadian Battalion, is to retain old and steady
soldiers; and this obJect ‘will in a degree be defeated by permrttm«r premature dis = -
charges. If, however, they are admitted  as indulgences, unless some restriction . .
be imposed, the men by volunteermg may, by one or two years’ Canadian service, . -
obtain an increased orraturtv, not however to a large amount. o
"1 would submit that no free discharge should be permitted until years after o
volunteerlno and that the same number of years should be added to the perrod of
total service whrch under the warrants give a claim to certain gratuities or to -
modified pension. : o
‘To the fourth question, * Will West Tudia service be allowed to reckon towards'" .
completing 'the’15 years required to qualify men for the corps?” I-propose to
answer, that as it is allowed to reckon for men enlisted before the warrant of 1829,
as three years for two, in claiming additional pay, and good- condutt pay, it will,
“also be allowed to reckon for such men in making up. the 15 years quahﬁcatron_. ;
" for volunteering to the battalion.
The fifth questlon is, *Will the men of this reglment be allowed therr dls-fv .
charge, receiving a modified rate of pension, and in what proportion annually 2. -
The answer to this question will be governed- in some degree by that given to: .
the third. In the line, two men per battalion can only be allowed this indulgence
annually. A similar concession after ‘ years, instead of 21 years, mwht,{?
perhaps be permitted to the Canadian Battalion, but only to those men who'can =
claim this indulgence under the warrant of 1809 Tlns mdulorence may at any
time be suspended S
The sixth question is, ¢ Are non- commrssroned ofﬁcers to hold then respectwe-vi‘?r
ranks as in their former corps?” S
Such non-commissioned ofﬁcers as are allowed to’ volunteer, must be allowed toi‘ L
hoid the rank they had obtained, with the Guards’ pay allotted to them. *  -,» -
The proportion of non- cummrssroned officers to men in the line, is’ one ser_]eant;;w-' ‘
to 20 men ; and this proportion should be observed in permlttm(r serJeants toff", :
volunteer into the Canadian Battalion.. :
The last questlon proposed is, ¢¢ \Vhat proportlon of women and clnldren re-l
ceiving rations in their present corps, wrll be allowed to receive trem i the‘
Royal “Canadian Remment 2" :
. In the line, six" women and thelr children to ever)7 100 men are ratloned at
~ the publlc expense. * In Veteran: Battallons, 12' women  to every 100 men were
- rationed.. In  the Canadian Corps, which will be composed .of men of 'middle;
age, it is intended to encourage the volunteermcr of married:men; upon the grounds '
that the soldiers most to be dependcd upon in fulfilling the intention of ‘the:for
mation of the: corps, viz. the prevention of- desernon, mll be those. who feel, them

- this benefit to a greater number than in the line, or the Veterans, as it would b
(lrﬁlcult to refuse this mdulgence to those. w ho had it prior to’ Volunteerlng S
' Sir Richard Jackson' has further. asked whether volunteers who will only ‘ente
~~on condition that their; present service shall be allowed toreckon towards thecom

" pletion of their 20 years’ service in'the Canadian Battalion may be: accepted
 would" be entnely contrary to the condmons upon whrch the, battallon is
raised., .
o Havmo thus brought to your Lordshlp s notlce the questlons wlnchu"hav
‘ submrtted to me by Lord Hill, I’ have. further ‘the’ “honour ‘'to. point out:
~ Lordship, that the only’ advantages which this battalion Presents to the soldi
: mcreased pay of 1'd a day, ser vrce lrmxted to. North Amerlca, and’ military




- -~ had attained, with the Guards’ pay: d“OltEd to them;. but that the ploportlon of

1‘on commm%oned ofhcels to ‘volunteer: mto the (Janadmn lattallolxi', ‘
‘- proportion of women: and - their chlldxen, permitted to: ‘Teceive rations at. the publlc‘ ‘

OF A VETER‘AN BATTALION IN. CANADA. 5 - «g 5 g
pline, to be maintained with as much indulgence as can be afforded to the men to
work for their own benefit; but that I am apprehensive that these advantages are
coupled with service - e\tended to too late a period in life, and the very inquiries
now made whether soldiers now volunteering will be entitled to all the privileges
or the indulgencies of the warrants under w lnch they are now serving, show that
the men contemplate escaping from the conditions of this long service.

I have, &ec. :
The Right Hon. Lord John Russell, - (signed) Tt B ]llacaulay
T &e. &e. &c. : ‘ - ‘
Sn, - o ‘Downing-street, g January 1841.

" Lorp Joun RussrLL dlrects me to acknowledge the receipt of ‘the letter from
the Secretary at War, dated the 26th ultimo, on the subject of the proposed

Royal (,anadlan Rcwment, and to request that you would inform him that bLis Lord- .
ship expects to receive from the Governor-gencral a modified plan- for the formo.— -

tion of this regiment.

To avoid, hm\ever, the inconvenience of wamng for this report, Lord Jolm‘

" Russell desnes me to state, that he concurs with the Secretary at War in thmkmﬂr ‘

 that the prescribed service has been made too-long, and that, after 10 years’ ser-

vice in the Canadian Regiment, the men should be entitled to their discharge, under .

the condition of being obliged to eerve, if called 1 upon, in a Veteran® Battahon, or

as a militia. ,
But, on the other hand, his Lordship thinks that it will be debnable 10 prolnbxt

altonether free discharges under 25 years’ service, except In special circumstances.

‘ Lord John Russell desires me to add, that he agrees with the Secretary at
“War in the interpretation which he bas given to the memorandum sent to Sir-
‘Richard Jackson, by the. General Commanding-in-Chief, on the 27th of last

August, ‘ :

o - 1 lnve, &c.
L Suliv‘m, Bsq. ‘ (signed) Jamcs bteplun
. &e. &en : - :
102100
- 86 | A | :
My Lord, o S s Wdl Oﬂice, 13 Janmry 1841.

- With reference to your letter of the 26. November last, 1 have the honour te

. 'acqu'unt you, that Lord John Russell has stated that he concurs with me in think-"

ing that the pre=(.r1bed service in the Royal Canddmn Battalion has been inade too

long; and that he is of oplmon that after 25 years’ actual’ service in the army, of

~which at least 10 yeurs’ service must have been in that regiment, the men should

Le cntitled to their discharge, upon the conditien of being obliged to serve, if called

. upon, in a Veteran Batmhon orusu militia ; but that his Lmdshlp is of opinion that - -

“it-will be desirable to- prohlblt altogethel free discharges. fmm tlns batlahon undex

: >5 years’service, except in special circumstances. 3 :
lhe above will furnish avswers to the ‘1st, 3d and 5th quc=tlons submuted to o

\OUl Lordship by Sir Richard Jackson. »
With regard to the other questions,.I have the’ honour to state that soldlers 3

“volunteering to this battalion, will be entitled to dd(huonal pay for lenuth of service

- or to ‘good-conduct pay after 14, .21, and 28 years’ service, in dddmon to the

' ordinary pay of the Foot Guards ; that Eastand West India service being. allowed

. 1o reclson for men enlisted before the wandnt of Novembel 18 20, as three yearsfor. o

"t“o, in c]almmo additional payandg good-conduct pav, thoutrh not’ m claiming pen-‘f]j] ey

-, sion; it will: als-) be aliowed to reckon for such men.in- makmo up, the 15 years’. o . o

"quahﬁcdtxon for volunteering .t this b'utallou, but will not. 1eckon as.part of the ;¢

! -actual service, of 25 years requlred for discharge ; that ‘such- non-commissioned. " -

officers as' may, be. p(.rmltted to. volunteer, must. be allowed to’ hold the. rank they 1.

.inon- commiissioned . officers to men  in _the . llne ‘should be’ ohserved in ‘permitting

and that the

expense, mll le extended for this bwttahon from six to 12 per 100,
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With reference to the observation of Sir Richard Jackson, that 32 of the men of
the 34th Foot will only volunteer upon condition that their present scrvice shall be’
allowed to reckon towards the completion of 20 (now reduced to 10) years’ service-
in the Royal Canadian Battalion, 1 have the honour to state, that it would be:
cntirely contrary to the conditions upon which this battalion is to be formed, to.
allow ‘any previous service to veckon as part of the prescribed service "inthis'
battalion. : ‘ ‘

Unless your Lordship should have any observation to make upon these decisions;’
I have the honour to request that they may be communicated to Sir Richard Jack;
son with as little delay as possible. - a -

I have, &c. o <
(signed) . T. B. Macaulay.:

" Gencral Lord 1ill, ¢.c.s.
&e. &e. &e.




