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JESUS T MEDIATOR,

Men have imagined, in their ignorance,
that they could not sufficiently multiply the
objects of religious adoration. But in the
simplicity of that mighty universe, which
man’s imagination cannot grasp, there is but
one such ohject. Den have fancied that they
could not interpose tao many friends and ad-
vocales between their insignificance and the
high majesty of heaven ; they have crowde:d
the access with numberless mediators to so-
licit benedictiony for them, and have filled
churches and altars and cloisters with the
images of sainls who might pray for them,
wnlii the face of the great Supreme has been
hidden, and their dependence on him forgotten.
Put ihe simplicity of God’s government rejects
this crowd of suifors, whom man would
thenst forward to shelter his weakness, and
appoints oxx medialor between himself and
his offspring—one, to be the medium of his
communications to them, and of their ap-
proaches o him. There is One on the throne,
and Oue before the throne.  When the sap-
pliant draws_nigh, his devotion is neither
doubtlul nor distracted.  Ife knows that there
35 but One to be addressed ; he feels that there
is but one by whom he may obtain access
and his soul'is absorbed in a single undivided
act of {rust and praise.

The title of Mediator is in four several pas-
sages ascribed 1o Jesusin the New Testament.
1n order to nnderstand clearly ils import, we
must consider that a Aedialor is one who acts
between two persons or parlies. He is the
mEpiuM between them, the medium of inter-
couse or communication, And as such an
one among men is needed, not in the ordinary
current of affuirs, but on occasions of differ-
ence or dissension § it has happened that the
name is most usually given in the sense of a
peucc_mukfr, or one who effeets reconcilia~
tion. In this sense it is doublless applicable

1o our Lovd; for one important ebject of his

mission and religion is to recencile men fo
God ; that is, to vender them his friends by

" doing away heir dislike to his holy law, and

N

wniting them to him in love and obedicnce.
Hence God is said “to be in Christ reconcil-
ing the world to himeelf.” And to this cnsl,
it 1s wrillen, € it pleased the Father thatin
him should a' fullness dwell, and, having
made peace by the blood of his cross, by him
to reconcile all things to himself.”

1t is not, however, in this sense only, but
in a more extended sense, that we are to un-
derstand this title; as indicaling not only one
who makes peace, bul one who, in a gencral
sense, is the mediwm of communicalion be-
tween God and men. This is the meaning
which the word bears in the New Testament.
Thus Paul says, speaking of thelaw (Gal. iii.
19),. % it was ordained by angels, in the hand
of a mediator.>  What is meant by Moses
being thus called the mediator of the law,
may be learned from his own language in
speaking of ihe same transaction (Deut. v.
5y: «T stood between the Lord and you at
that time, to show you the word of the Lord.”?
In this instance the name is manifestly given
him, not in the restricled sense of a peace-
malker, but in that of his being the medium of
communication. In no other sense is it ap-
plied to Moses.

Tt is obviously in the same sense applied lo
Christ in the epistle to the JIchrews (viit. 6),
where he is styled ¢ the mediator of a better
covenant, cstablished upon better promises,??
than that of Moses. Now as Moses was me-
diator of the ancient covenant, inasmuch as
thvongh him it was communicated to the peo-
ple; it must be in the same sense that Jesus
15  called the ¢ Mediator of a betler cove-
nant.”?

This example serves.to define and settle
the term in its application to our Lord, and
teaches us how to understood it in the other
passages in which it occurs. Thus when the
apostle contrasts the mildness of the new dis-

-pensation with the terrors which accompa-

nied the introduction of the old (Fleb. xii. 24),
he mentions- ¢ Jesus, the Mediaior of the new
convenant ?’ ; evidently as the chosen mes-
senger of love by whom it was brought.

In the same sense we are to understand
him_ (Ieb. ix. 15) where he speaks of the
Mediator as having died that he might certify
the new covenant and vender it < of foree ¥’
us all testaments he adds, are required to be
ratified with blood. So also are we to infer-
pret the title in 1 Tim, ii. 5, ¢ For there is
one God, and one Mediator belween God and
men, the man Christ Jesus.”? It has pleased
Giod to have infercourse with his creatures, to
establish with them a covenant, and pledge to
them lis promises. He through wlose in-
strumentality this is done, is for that reason
called ¢ {ihe Dledialor belween God and
men? ¢ The faw came by Moses,” who
was thus thus mediator of the okl covenant;
“hut grace and tuth came by Jesus Christ,”?
who was thus mediator of the new, By the
same channel of mediation, God has also ap-
pointed that his offspring shail have aceess to
him, through him “come to the Father,”
and “in his name > address their praises and
supplications, <[ am the way, and the
truth, and the life ; no man cometh unto the
the Tather but by me.*?

There are thus two divisions under which
the office of mediator presents itself: the one,
as bringing down to men the messages of

iod 3 the other, as bearing up to God the of-
ferings of men~—JL Wure, Jr.

11 USEFULNESS OF CARES.

It s well for us to have cares. There is no
one indeed who has them not, if he is dispes-
ed {o see them ; but for any one, who is not so
dispesed, it is happy if theve are those which
will foree themselves upon his attention. For
serious cares of any kind make the mind seri-
ous, which so far is a great good. - Without
them it becomes light and giddy. - There are
persons, who  constitutionally - scem alimost
incapable of being led, in the wanionness of
their prosperity, o do or wish ill to any hu-
man being; whose feelings towards others
appear all to be feelings of a superficial, in-

-~ . . .

deed, but as far as it goes, a genuine kind-
ness 3 but for whom we see, that the wish
which a true fiiendship would dictate, wonld

be that they should have some of those
¢ changes,”® for want of which ¢ they fear
not God.?> They are the spoiled children of
prosperity. There is nothing substantial in
their echaracter.  There is nothing deep in
any of their feelings. The business of their
livesis a weak and capricious self-indulgence.
The Seriptures, which subject the human
character to so rigid an analysis, ave faithful
in exposing this tendency. ¢ J¥le gave them
their request, and sent leanness info t{heir
souls,> VWhat a just as well as strong pic-
ture this of the condition in which a luxuri-
ance of outward blessings is contrasted with
that dearth of all that is best in the mind and
heart, with which we sometimes sec it fol-
lowed. ¢ The prosperity of fools shall de-
stroy them.>> Iow many the instances in
which this sentence has been executed; in
which minds not absoluiely ill-disposed, nor
capable under other civeumstances of blessing
and being blessed, have heen infoxicated and
made merely giddy and frivolous by too much
good fortune, as we call it, and seduced away
from every strenuous and honourable applica-
tion of their powers. ¢ In my prosperity I
said, T shall never be moved.?> How natural
a boast for a mind inflated by abundance, and
by the deference which il brings, and by the
habit of secing its own will a law; yeta
houst how presumptuous, an expectation how
fallacious, a confidence so sadly ill-adapted to
prepare for the changes which time may
bring. The very waywardness and cccentric
humours, whicli such a feeling generates, are
the occasion of more wants than any prosper-
ity can supply; and the affluent civeum-
stances, which 1o others seem adequate {o
obviate every wish, are but experienced hy
the possessor fo increase their number.  The

feeling is as much at war with the spirit of
sell-discipline and improvement, as with {hat
of content. ¢«Be not high-minded, but

fear,” says the aposile, using the self-same

expression with that in our text, and convey-
ing a lesson the most needful to he observed
by all who are intent on growth in grace.
But how little consistent with this humble
and sanctifying spirit of self distrust, is that
vain elation »f the mind which we are now

considering.  And what a stubborn and im-
practicable  religious insensibility does it

threaten to create. @ When thou shalt have
ealen and he full, then beware lest thou for-
get the Lord.” This is an admonition, called
for by weil ascerfained tendencies of human
nature. Jeshurun, when pampered, was ves-
tive and untractable ; ¢ then he forsook God
who made him, and lightly esteemed the
rock of his salvation,®® ~ « They were filled
and their heart was exalled, therefore have
they forgotton me.>>  This is the history of
many an envied, but unhappy man’s expe-
rience 3 and il il would be going loo far fo
infer that this kind of prosperity ix therefore
not to be desired, we needs nust own that it
is nat every mind which has the strength {o
bear it.—"Palfrey.

CHILDUOOD.

BY REV. R, C. WATERSTON OF BOSTON.

There is a feeling of weneral inferest
manifested  towards

Thera is
Thev
A thonsd play-
ful ways arrest our attention, and win our
heart.  Flowers are attraetive, but as they
spring up and bloom, their beaniy is ever
the same. The violet, the lily, and the rose,
are.this season what they were last—they
repeat themeelves ; but with children there
is_something new, . Every ehild has some
way ‘peenliar to itself; an- individuality
which takes us by surprise. When we look
at children, we always wonder what they
will do next.  There is also an innocence
about them whicl gains onr respeet. Wo
cun hardly thizk of them with suspicion.
We acknowledge and feel their parity and
goodness. The father gazes upon his ¢hild
with henest joy, and the mother presses s
hands in hers, or meets it with a loving
caress, feeling that it is a @ift from Gud, and
worthy to have come from the Great Giver.
The wise forget their learning, and play and
frolic before the new comer.  The wenkest
rules the strongest. The infant rides upon
wise men’s shoulders, and makes them
smile and talk in its own language. Thus,
befere fnnocenee, Strength and Wisdom wil-
lingly yield,nnd the Jittle child prophecies
what it may yet accomplisin

What cau Lie a more interesting siglit than
1o sce a cirele of admiring children aronnd
an infamt, while they, by their simple words,
are eager to win one recognizing glance ?
What more “striking, than to see the grand-
sire forgetting the Infirmities of age whilé
he becomes the companion of youth ?  An-
who that lind the pencil of o Raphael, oran
Angela, and could hope to depict the blessed
Jesus, would not, of all others, seleet that
scene where he stood surronnded by his
diseiples, and, in earmest inquiries respecting
who should be greatest, with a godlike ma-
jesty and celestial tenderness, took a litile
child, and placed him iu the inidst of them,
as a living type of a Christian’s power?

There is a sympathy which warms us in
the presence of the young. ITe must have
a narrow heart who dogs-not feel it.  “ Any
man,*® ithas been well said, ¢ whohasa
proneness lo see a beavty and fiiness in
God’s works, may find daily food for his
mind even in aninfunt.?” This sympathy is
generally felt. It is manifested in an in-
terest which is almost universal. Tt appeals
to our gentler nature,and that natnre answers
in aceents of love.
When we look upen a child, we sce the
miniature of humanity—the very picture of
our former selves. A thousand memories
slart wp, strange associations fili our winds.

children.
somethiing firy-like in theiv aspeet.
are the pogtey of read lile.

brances, like hatf-forgotten dremms, ereep
over the mind; we scom looking over the
edge of time into n pre-existent state. Fhus,
in connection with these sympathies, there
is a powerful infiucnee exerted by ehildhood
—an inthenee which tends to soften and
humanise. 11 1ifts us out of the dusty world.
1t imparts inneeent joy. 1 awakens saluny
reflections. It brings belore us humanity
surrounded by loveliness.  We look, then,
upon it mind as upon a landseape over which
hattgs « soldent haze. There i o bavduess
ov sharpness of owtline. Hope waves bright
visions of the Future.  lngination hovers
around, and pictures the possibilitics o com-
ing events. Al glows with sunny antivipa-
tion.  The mother toiis with a cheerful
heart 3 she watches in the Jonely night 3 she
is subjected to drudsery by day: yet she
mects all without o murmer—nay, feels that
the ehild, for whom she thns Tabors, is her
choicest blessing, The father is filled with
new power, while a noble purpose antnutes
his mind.  He thinks of his home, of the

little pradtlers who will elimb hisknee; amd
with this thought his Inbors wrow light. e

cares uot for toil when he toils for sueh an
end.  He becomes a better ncigl:bnur, Y
better eitizen, a better man 5 thus peacetul,
homwes ave the safe guard of the Republie,
and ehildren the guardian spirits of M-
nnity.

CHARTTY.

Torr IxtiNT 0¥ Chnisriasirv.—The re-
Tigion of which dess Christ was the founder,
is pracionsly designed by its divine author,
not mevely to be camied into seeioty, Lut
habitually to be practised 5 and, thereflore,
it is absalutely vecessarvy that there shionld
be some common - bord by which the several
individuals that compose the cominunity
might ‘he united together, <0 as most ef=
feetually to answer the great end of their
socinl connection,—viz., the gloryof God,
and the happiness of mankind; and this
bond, the apostle informs us in our text, is
Cluwrity.— Churity, the bond of Perfection = A

Brixton, Surrey, Fugland.

Tror CowistiaN Cnanrrve—Christian
Clinrity must show itzeil towards our neigh-
Diour, by 2 peeuliar atfeetion for ol that Lear
the moral nage of Guil, notwithstanding
they may difler fromn us in clime—in  their
aworldy circumstunces—or their religions senli-
menis ; any opportunity of contributing to
their happmess mustnot be enitted, whether
they be Jews or Smmaritans, Africans- ov
Tndinus, Barbarians, Seythiang, boud or free 5
the Great Lawgiver havine constitnted them
neighbours, and made of one blood, al} the
nations of our MuN.  Pure Christian Chasity
does not wear the baduoe of any particular
sect or nation, but eonsiders all mankind as
tlowiug from @ commnon purenl, and is ever
ready to relieve the miseries of the afflicled,
and patiently to bear with the infinnities
and follies of these abunt us—io forgive
thoge who injure us, and to pray for those
who despitefully use us, “That we may be
the children of owr Father which is in Hea-
ven, for He maketh His sur to rise on the
evil and onthe good, and seudeth rain on the
just and on the unjust.—Ibid.

Purrise ox Cnanrry.—We must, further,

against the evil spirit of contention, wrat,
bigotry, superstition, and all the enemies of
religion and peace. In a word, we must
ever be so solicitons to shine in this grace
above all others, that it may form and govern
our tempers, mark our condnet, and give a
visible distinction and saperiority to onr
character 5 so that all who observe us may
see, and know, that we are indeced tho
genuine diseiples of that most iffustrious Fox-
emplar of Divine Charity—Jesus the Son of
God. -

To some, however, it appears, alas! far
more desirable to distinguish themselves by
a violent zeal about their own fancied no-
tions, or parly peculiarities, nnd to abuse all
those who will venture to differ from them
and this is erroneously called a zeal for Gad,,
und appears to have prevailed among the
Corinthians 1o such a degree, as to geeasion
the Apostle Paul to say so mueh about

We live ognin in the past. Dim remem-

Charity in this Epistle.—tbid.

sermon by the Reve Dr. Vaughan, curate of

put it onn [Charity] as our armour of defence,




THE BIBLE

CHRISTIAN.

(Lrom the Boston Clristiun World.)
THREE -PLAIN QUESTIONS, AXD i
THREE PLAIN ANSWERS:

“Waat iave I seex poixa? I have been
living without God in the world. I do noi
_mean by this that I havet ever donbted the
+ existence of a Snpreme Being, or'thiat Thavé
withheld acts of outward worship, orthat T
have ever profanéd His holy name ; but
that for many, many long years subsequent
to my early youth, my actions, words and
thoughts were strietly conformable to this
worlde  Those with whom I had to do,
eitl.e: in business or gozial relations, seldom
il ever introduced the subjeet of religion as
a practical thing,—something for reflection
day by day,—something to Iift the soul from
the clay that would press. it down,—some-
thing to uafold the cerainty -of a future
being,—something 1o make oue feel that in
God:we move and have our being,—some-
thing to set forth his attributes ; his mercy,
his ieuignily, his long suilering, his con-
stant providence, his justice j—something
by which to apprehend the perfeet character
of Him whom God sent into the world, by
which to redeemn men from all iniquity, and
te be anrexample, that they should walk in
his steps.  No, [heard none of these things ;
therefore none. .of these things moved me.

-~

whether-spiritual or temporal, is His gift.
Heunseals the eye-lidsefthe morning ; He
overshadows me in the ‘night season ; His
providence sustaius’and dlefends me when
exposed to innumerable ind unseen casunl-
ties ; His tokens of love are fresh every
moriing, and rencwed every evening, .1
will also meditate uwpon the great truths,—
God is a spirit, and that I am bound to wor-
ship him in spirit and in trath ; God is in-
finitely pure, and that I must hurable my-
self before Him, for the sins that deface my
soul, and beseech 1lis pardon for the past,
and 1lis aid to overcome every adversary to
my virtue in time to come ; God is infinitely
benevolent, for He hath sent Ilis Son to seek
and save that which-waslost. I must strive
to manifest the benevoleut principle, by af-
feetionately entreatingall with whom 1 have
10'do; o look uirto Jesus, sit at his {eet, hear
his iusteactions, imbibe his spicit, and do
whatsoever he hath commanded. God.is
holy. He abhors sin. 1'will therefore ab-
stain from all appearance of evil. I will
countenance uo indecent. conversation or
profane swearing. I willayail mysolf of
the whole armour of God, in thrusting from
my mind every unholy thought. I will re-
member the words of the wise man of Israel,
¢ Lot thine eyes look right on, and letthine
eye-lids, look straight before thee, Fonder

I'lived with reference to my present being,
minfluenced by these high~and holy mo-
tives set forth in the Gospel of Christ. I
was gailty of no outrage upon seciety; but
-I'did not feel the importance of ynaking that
sdciety better; whilst I formed a partof it.
I attended “the religious everciscs:of the
Sabbath with scrupulous exactness, and I
occasiondlly read ilie Bible at home. In
these services 1 conformed, because habit
prompted me. In a word I have been do-
ing, as most young -men and many older
ones have been doing: living respectably,
offending no one, attentive to business,
pleasant in company, and dead in solitude,
~—seduced sometimes by temptation, with-
out thinking of the value of resistance 5 giv-
ing -up the body and the soul withont a
strugele ; and never apprehendingthe mean-
ing of the sentiment, that he who shall rule
himself, that is, govern his passions and his
thoughts, is ‘possessed of a pewer. incon-
ceivably greater than he who conquers a
city. In tth, sober truth, I have lived a
moral paralytie,~—a lover of the world rather
than alover of God.

Wiar ax I porxe? I bless God for his
mercy which faileth not. He hath spared
e to this present hour; e bath opened
miue eyes ;e hath visited my benighted
eoul-with+the rays of Diyvine truth ;. He hath
revealed mie to niyself,~—hath lifted the-veil
from the past—exposed tomy view, my in-
gratitude, my thoughtlessness, my sins of
commisi noand cmission, and said unto
me, repent!  In sorrow 17 commune with
my own soul. Jn penitence [ lift up my
voice in prayer. I invoke the Supreme Be-
ing to confinn my faith;.to enlighten my
mind; to elevate and purify my thoughts;
1o sapetify mweavholly ; 1o make the gospel of
Jesns Christ my fortress against temptation 3
and by walking in his steps, imitating his
example, and being clothed with his spirit,
which is the Holy Spirit {from God, L hopeto
attain at last to the stature of a perfect man
iu Christ Jesus, my Lo.d. These things 1
am doing. '

WHAT ARE MY .PURPOSES TOR THE FOTURE?
o live soberly, righteously, and godly in the
world. By sobriety, I mean sincerity and
earnestness iu.doing the will of God, with-
«ut parade or affectation. I mean, God
helping me to live my .religion. 1t shall
he manifested by general .conduct rather
than on particular contingent occasions. I
will be eariiest in my strivings after.trath
and this troth I will speak, T will meditate
upon. I will pray unceasingly that it may
mingle with my business, and my pleasures.
1 will be sober-minded, by the grace of God 3
-that I may have the means of enriching my

. ‘'own soul, and benefitting others.

By living righteonsly, I mean virtuously;
to govern my thoughts, words and deeds, by
the unerring teachings of Jesus Christ and
his apostles ; to do right to the best of my
ability. My purpose, then, is o wrong no
man’; to bé honest in the sight of God and
gnan; to speak with kindness evencf an
enemy ; to harbor uo selfish principle ; to
to seek the welfare of others; to hide the
faulis I sce ; to interpose friendly counsel
for the healing of the wrong-doer, whenever
the time and place will permit; to be temn-
perate in my living; and to strive in unde-
ceiving those who may be ignorant or
thoughtless conceming the emphatie lan-
guage of Christ, “ Beware of covetousness *? 5
and whether in eating or drinking, or in
whaisoever else I may feel called upon to
do, todo all to the glory of God.

By leading a godly life, I meun, that I
must remember fo whom 1 belong; that to
God 1 ewe wvery thing, Lvery blessing,

the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be
established. “Tutn not to the right hand nor
to the left; remnove thy fect from evil.”?

Iz conclusion, I would .ask the reader to
propose the same questions to himself, which
I have ventured to put to my own soul, and
fearlessly answer them. Let him notim-
agine that I am writing as an editor, or to
gratify personal vanity, or for hire. -Oymoj;
[ a2 a man in active business ; Ihave been
encompassed by temptations like other men,
and shall inevitably go astray again, unless
1 avail myself of the only means under Gaod,
—namely : a solemn and habitual dedica-
tion of soul and.body to his service. Will
you say that tha service is hard.  Itell you
from my deepest conviction, that in it there
is - perfect freedom,—freedom from the
glavery of sin. As a test of the present
servitude of your mind and heart, T will ask
you if you do mot feel the importance of
prayer, without having the spirit of prayer ?
When you have attempted a suitable-ar-
rangement of thé thoughts, has not memory
disclosed such hideous recollection of sins,
that for the present comfori, and for the pre-

| sent distress, have you nat shrunk from the

picture, and hid yourself from yourself?
Have you not forged eliain after chain, think-
ing them only silken cords, which you
miglit 'snap at any convenient season ?. Be-
lieve:me, the only convenient season to
break svith sin, is the presentnoment. Not
because life is frail or uncertain, but be~
cause labit is strengthening the good or
evil of ourcondition, every hourthat we live.
If we habitnally aim to be whatGed and
Christ require, we-shall.find the soul exer-
cising, day bv day, a new power; and
which shall make the promise of seripture
to be truly fulfilfed in us—*When thou
liest down-thou shalt not be afraid; yea,
thou shait lic.down, and thy sleep shall be
sweet.??  Ifon-the contrary,our habits of
mind are unfavorable for meditation ; if the
rexding of God’s word and prayer are irk-
some; and if our hours have been spent in
one or rore absorbing worldy considerations,
ihe task.of becoming whatwe must become
if we wonld be happy, is rendercd more and
more formidable every returning day. ‘We
know nol the force of a current until we at-
tempt to stemn it 3 and as the eurrent of sin
is dashing us on with a fearful rapidity, how
reckless is the man that shall refrain from
contending with i, until he finds himself in

that broad and fathomless ocean, where no

beacon-light islifted up,lo guide him through
its trackless waters!

-Heed my swarnings, I beseech yon. I
have experienced the {luctuations of mortal

things ; [ have drunk {rom the cup of worldly

pleasure ; Lhave enjoyed what the world
calls feasts of reason and flow of soul; I
have been in good society ; but.let me-tell
you, that no outward good, no splendor of
life, no fashionable amusements, no intel-
lectual greatness, no political distinetion,—
none of these are to be named for one mo-
ment, in comparison with that fruit of the
Spivit which is joy,—joy in believing; joy
in the confidence with which we may ap-
proach owr Father in Heaven ; joy in the
assmrance that though our outward man
perish, the inward man is renewed day by
day ; and above all, joy in the faith, hope,
and love which makes us aspire after Ilea-

venly things,—even that immortality which
Christ has revealed. I say, then, il you
would be happy, in the true meaning of that
word, be pious. = Religion;, personal religion,
supplies the means for obtaining a power
over the selfish principle. 11 represses an-
ger; it makes ws kind and beneveoleut; it
wmakes us honest ; and amidst the caves ofa

lhuay world it makes ur thoughtful, lest in

prosperity or adversity we should forget God.
Men in more active business, particularly
‘merchants, are perpetually oblized to play
deep games, and are obliged to, shift theiw
position every day, to meet the motions of
others, as knowingas themselves.  In these
Sirngeles, collisions, and bargains, they
deem untiring watehtulnessto be absolutely.
necessary ; and that nothing short of self-
devotion can eircumvent the possible, nay,
probable, deep-laid plans of t%\cir competi-
ors. There are exceptions to this general
experionce; and it may be said that it is
folly to lumit, however uncertain their is-
sues, the eaterprises of men ; that we were
maude for great eflorts, and the world could
nat o -ou, if men were too much governed
in such matters. I confess that no rules
can be given but-those contained in the
Bible, That holy book- declares for what
we-were created : thut the earth which we
inhabit is a school 1o diseiplino.and prepare
us for heaven ; that we brought nothing into
this world, and that we can carrynothing

- —
denly discovered that the soldier is a human
being, with ieulties and passions like other
men; that, being something wmore than
useful machine, he deserves to be treated
rather better than a common brate.  Books
are written to maintain the fact, and to
elaim for the warrior the rights—noral, so-
eial, and intéllectual—that you dv not deny
to the law-breaker and the felon. Convince
the warrior that he is henceforward:to enjoy
them, and bulieve vs, the war-god himself
is shaken on his throne.”?

A Grear Discoveny.—Luther had been
two years at the University of Erfurth, and
was twenty years of age. One day he was
opening the books in the Iibrary, one.after
another, in order to read the names of the au-
thors. One, which he opencd in iistturn,
drew his atiention, - Ile had not seen any-
thing like it Gl that hour. He reads the
titie 1 it is the Bible, a rare book, unknown at
hat time. PHis interest’ is strongly excited,

out; and that.as money is only 2 meaus of
doing .good ;—whenever a man’s esperi-
ence shall convinee-him that the coveting
of moreis blinding his eyes, and biding
from his vision the glories of that heavenly
Jerusalem set forth 1 the Gospeliwo! Christ,
as the prize of his high calling, then, O,
then, it is.a duty to pause. A eonviction of
this truth-is important to every man in bu~
siness. It is is only sure refuge awmidst the
storms that rage without and within him.

“THE WAR SPIRIT.

The following sentiments adverse to war,
ave from the London Times, a journzl which,
doubtless, exerts n greater influence on the
affuirs of the world than any other single

paper. It is a good sign that in {uture-wars
will be few :

«We have done ‘mueh for mankind by
ceasing to punish mankind for involuitary
religicus faith, by breaking down the artin-
ciul barriers that have so long prevented
the cordial intercourse of man and man, and
forbidden that interchange of physical and
intellectual ~weatth, which God ordnined
when he gave to every land itsclimate and
to-every soil its fruit.  Butmueh asawve have
accomiplished, there is yet still-more to do.
Above all, there is one achievement before
us, without whicl, every other must be in-
secure and of questionable *value. - It re-
mains for the most powerful, the bravest,
and the freest people on’ the. globe to pro-
claim and: establish the virtue and beauty,
the holiness and necessity of universal
peace, and that they will proclaim it in due
time, we eutertain no doubt. It has alrea-
dy oceurred to the thinking masses of this
greal country, notwithstanding the humaniz-
ing creed which we profess, the civilization
that -wa boast, and the increased intelli-
gence-of all classes of the. population, that
the ferocity of wurfare is ns brutal to-day as
in the remotest times of savage ignorance ;
that'the Christian and Hedthen are, to all

intents and purposes, one and the same
when they meet as destroyers.in the battle~
field 5 and.that what we call -the glorious
victories of Pritish wrms, are searcely to be
distingunished from the butcheries of bar-
barous ages that we pity, and of more bar-
barous fighting-men, whom we think proper
to condemn. Aud it must be so! Yon
cannot redeem, under any circumstances,
the naked, horrid, aspect.of war, the off-
spring of brutality and eivilizition’s adopted
childe War in ftself i3 a mighty evil—un
incongruity in a scheme-of sovial harmony’
—=a canker at the heart of improvement—a,
{iving lie in a Christian land—-a curse at all
times. Custom, that ‘makes us view ull
things that are essential to our well-being,.
and the truerexponents of a country’s great-,
ness, has:tanght us toregard systematic war,
as necessary to our condition, and reason
and revelation appeal agninst custom in
vain. We confess thit we regard with in-
finite satisfaction every -endeavour, come
whence it may, to-destroy the supremacy of
a cruel deity, acknowledged on every
ground. Kings, who preach to their sub-
jects the advantages and sacred character
of peace, are more than kings. Men who
unite to promulgate the same doctrine, fee-
ble instruments though they be, and liable
to ridicnle, claim respect for their mission.
But neither kings nor small societies of
well-meaning men <are strong enough to
grapple with a power as firmly rooted. as
the rock. Before the reign of war cun
cease, education and mental liberly mnst
have an empire co-extensive with the evil.
1t j5 not this nation that must be convinced,
but all nations; mot 1his division of the
world, but every part of it-—for war is every
where. Butitis time 1o begin. One step
—it is bnt one—has been taken by our-

 selves, and we hail it as a presage of a. good
omen:  In tho nineteenth contury it is sud-

He is illed with astonishment at finding more
in that volume than those fragments.of the
Gospels and Tipistles which the Church has
selected' to be read {o “the people in “their
places of worship. -Till" then he thought that
they were- the whole word of God ; and here
were many pages and many books of which
he had no idea.  1lis hewt beats as he holds
in his hand all the"Seriptures diviuely inspir-
ed. "With ecagerness and indestribititereel-
ings he turns over the leaves of God’s word.
He returns bome -with a full heart, Oh!
thought he, if God wonld give-such a book for
my own! Ife soon returned to the library to
find his treasure sgain ;' he'read, and re--ead
and then, in his surprise and joy, he went
back to read again. The first gleams of a
new truth then arose upon his mind.

This event had a sublimily in it, because
that the impulse which the discovery gave to
Luther’s mind, was to be communicated to the

‘illions of other minds ; because the *whole

Reformation lay hid in that Bible. This
boek, ow the unknown shelves of a dark roomn,
was, through ‘his wind, ‘to become the book of
life to nations. it had now fallen into the
hands of its translator, who was-aboutio give
it tongues to speak to all Burope.

(/15/:!_: c.v‘!

‘MONTREAL, SEPTEMBER, '1816.

" THE NEW GERMAN CATHOLIC -
' CUTURCIL,

Accounts from the continent of Furope
still show us that the movement in Germany
against the authority of Rome, and-certain
doetrines of the Romun’ Cathelic Chureh, is
giving hopelul evidence of aclivity, and
making progress. Inan ewrlier stage of the
movement, we quoted in the columus of the
Bible Christian, w symbol of faith agreed to
by a body of the new German Reformers,
and atitho same time remarked that thero
was nothing in it to whioch ‘a Unitarian
might not subseribe, * In a country of so
‘much intellectual vigour as Germany there
is‘every reason 10 hope that the minds now
-aroused to inguiry on religious subjects, will
‘not be satisfied with renouneing the autho~
ity of the Pope, merely ‘to take refugo
among some of the manifold creeds of con-
‘ventional orthodoxy.  This reform of the
nineteenth century will be fur diflerent from.
that of -the sixteenth, for now we live ina
far different age. Eurape isnot now ernerg-
ing out of the night of barbarism, as it was
thens The men of this age have the supe-
rior advantage of three centuries of con-
stantly increasing light.  We shounld rever-
ence the taeinories ¢f the Reformers of the

giants in thei time. But the accumulated
errors and corruptions, of fifteen hundred,
years could not be swept away at one blow.
The men of the present time will be moro
likely to proceed at once to the simple truth.
of the Gospel. They have the experienco
of three hundred years of ereed-manafacture.
before them. They have seen how creeds
have multiplied strifes and divisions in the
Chureh j~they have scen how they have
cramped the human mind, and kept it in
bondage as effectually as ever a Pope did ;
—they have seen how they have discour-
aged the pursuit of truth,—low they have

sixteenth century. They did the work of"

perpetuated and embalmed absurd and ob- .
Lsolete dogmas, leny after the age had oul-
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grown them j—they have seen all this; and
it is reasonable to suppose they would be
led to’discard and shun all mere creed au-
thority, and take their stand upon the Bible
alone, as the only rule of faith and practice.
And so, we find, they are doing. Coming
to the Bidble as independent inquirersy un-
trammelled cither by Church or by creed,
they would naturally be led to set aside
"Cransubstantiation, the Trinity, and all such
doetrines, whicl are not to be found int the
evangelical word,  And it is gratifying to
find that they are doing so.

‘The prominent leaders in this vizorous re-
ligious movement in Germany are Ronge
and Czerski. Between these men, it is
said, there is o differende of opinion, but in
what this differeuce consists, we cannot un-
dertake 1o say with precision. Ronge has
been charged with having vationalistic ten-
dencies, whilst Czerski has been regurded
by many as the champion of what are tech-
nically termed evangelical views. [t seems
to us probable that the difference between
themn may not be so great in reality as has
been hithero supposed.  'We have seen the
charge of rationalism against Ronge denied
by what we cansider competent authority.
And it will be perceived from the paragraph
which we here quote, that Czerski, by his
conduet at the Synod of Schacidemuhl, has
hrought his reputation for ¢ evangelicalism »?
into very serious doubt.

The annexed cextract is from the Berlin
Correspondence of the London Standard, Tt
bears date July 271h s

“We have news of the resultof the Synod
of the congregations professing the apostolic
faith, which lias been held at Schaeidemuhl 5
and ‘it is most afllicting.  So unblushiug
was the denial of the saving truths of the
Gospel manifested at this meeting, that Dr.
Jettmar and his lay ecoadjutor withdrew in
disgust before its sittings terminated.  They
represented the apostolical flack in Berlin,
and in spite of all the persuasions and ex-
hortatious which Christian love and faith{yl-
ness cowld urge, were unable to prevent the
meating from repudiating the Confession of
the HMoly ‘Ivinity,, the. divinity of -Jesus
Christ, and the personality of the Holy
Ghost. - Not ‘enly did the members protest
acainst the adoption of the three ccumenical

Sy . . » Anostles’ Creed
creeds, bt treated even the Apostles® Cree
with slight.  The Godhead of the Saviour
having become the subject of discussion, the
Rev, Mr. Port, of Posen, who acted as presi-
dent, 7sked whether any one present really
believed that Jesus Cluist was very God ?
And upon one of the Derlin depulies reply-
ing that he believed it, and was as firmly
convinced of it as his own exisience, the
president treated the asseveration with seorn
ancd contempt.  Again, when the Berlin de-
puties carnestly besought the asseinbly not
to reject the Aposties’ Creed, and to ubstain
from abbreviating it, the same individual
observed that it contains ¢ arrant nonsense.”
One of the deputies called upon Crerski to
use his influence to discountenance so un-
seriptural and unbelitting a remark, and to
gupport the opposition raised by them in
behalf of the apostolical symbol. He an-
swered that he saw nothingobjectionable in
the retaik : and for himgelf was averse to
sll confessions (symbolicism), and should
voie forthe doing away with all ereeds, and
the adoption of the Bible as the only stand-
ard. Dr. Thimen was also present, and
proposed a confession for the congregations
of the Grand Duchy of Posen, which 1s of so
cquivocul a characler as to suit almost every
shade of belief, and the meeting adopted it.
Czerski, I am told, has Deen invited to at-
tend the meeling of the Evangelieal Alli-
ance in London ; but how can lie show his
face in so Christian an assembly after con-
senting tothe unchristian })roceedmgs trans-
acted at Schneidemuhl 2

The writer of the foregoing is evidently a
warm adherent of conventional oithodoxy.
But his testimony of 1he undoubted Unita-
tarianism of the Synod of Schneidermuh] is
not the less worthy on that account. He
regards the intelligence as ““most afflict-

~ing.” A cerfain eminent man in England

onee likened sonie well-known institutions

4n Lis country to moored barges, which were
‘held in their places while the tide of im-
-provement flowed around them and past

‘them. 8o it is with creed orthodoxy. Tt is

"held fast by its ereed like a moored barge.

Relig'oas light and freedom have risen like
2 # velling tide aud flowed clear past it, and

" 3 luments the progtess as “most afilicting,”

because the stream did not come to a stand
just where it was settled.  Oar readers will
anderstand what the writer means by the
“ savingtruths of the Gospel.”?  He means,
we presume, the Trinity and kindred doc-
trines. Very saving, surely, if they were
only seriptural. As to the # President treating
the asseveration with scorn and contempt,”
and svch things,—these are probably the
mere embellishments of a writer evidently
much disappointed at the conclusions to
which the German refonners have arrived.
We should not even suggest such a proba-
bility, were it not that we have so frequent-
ly witnessed the great injustice done to
every shade of liberal Christinns, by exag-
gerated or distorled representations of some
amongst the ‘¢ orthodox * religionista.  1f
the Synod indicated “scorn*® or “con-
tempt,” either by speech or acilon, they
were blameworthy, aud deserve rebuky,
though the doctrines they maintain were as
true as heaven. Iaving cast off’ the papal
authority, and come out from the Roman

Church to enter on the path of honest and
independent religious enquiry, we timst they
will go on without any fear of man before
their cyes, until they arrive ot the pure
and simple truths of the Gospel of Christ.
We trust, likewise, that no amount of zez
against the errors either of Romanism, or
“ orthedoxy,”® will ever betray them into a
forgefulness of the demands of Christian
forbearance and charity.

SUNDAY SCIIOOL TEACITING.

The eiglicenth annual report of the Boston
Swday-School Society has been transmitted

lutes to moral and religious hmprovement.
To effect this all may seem to be a great
deal; but can a Christian heart be satisfied
with less 2 and can a Christian heart fail to
exert such an influence, alike upon teacher
and scholar, as will be sure, quietly and
madanlly, to effeet it all? ~ A Christian
heart is, in my view, the sum of all qualifica-
tions. Let the heart be right, and sucl will
be the sense of respousibleness, that cvery
faculty will be applied, every opportunity
will be improved to do tia teacher’s work';
the Bible will be duly prized y the spirit of
devotion will never be absent; aud all the
lustre of the putest virtue will be constantly
reflected from the teacher upon the scholar.

“This is what is wanted, everywhere
wanted.  Let teachers pray and strive that
the want be supplied, or clse, but only in
such an alternative, let them not feel thew-
selves worthy to be teachers.”?

Other questions were put to several corres-
pondents, respecting TS RIST METHOD oOF
FEXLISTING TRE RIGHT KIND OF TEACHERS,
AND OF INPROVING THOSE WK HAVE,

n answer to these, the Rev. Mr, Whitman
says:
¢ 1 fear that the dificulty in obiaining the
vight kind of teachers, arises from the fact
thal Christians generally do not feel that they
are called, by all their religions obligations, to
work for Christ and for God. Christians
scem o feel that refigion was given for enjoy~
mentinorely; and not commilted o them as =
sacred trust for the gond of mankingd 5 but wa
ministers should seek ever to impress it on
their minds, that they have received this
greal behest on irust, that they are io dispense
it for the goad of the commurity, and that we
are accountable for the mauner in which we
are to fulfil this trast. 1 would that we could
see all Christians filled with a deep and abid-
ing sense of their obligations in this respect, so
that they shonld he continually asking,
¢ Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?”? 1
they once feel as they ought, they will find
the Suniday-sehool opening hefore them as one

to us by the Corresponding Secretary. It
will be remembered that ane of the agents
of this Seciety (Rev. F. T. Gray) visited the
Suuday School of the Unitarian Church in
this city during the summer of last year.
The report before us Is a highly interesting
and valuable docurment, containing as it does
much information from various persons, wel}
kuown as expericneed and earnest friends of
ihe cause of Sabbath Schools. We are anx~
ious 1o direet attention fo this subject, and
have to regret thut circumstances proveut us
just now from enlarging on it as we should
desire.  We subjoin some extracts from the
report, relating, as it will be perceived, fo
matters of great importance.

The Hon. Stephen C. Phillips, who, in
addition to his many public labours, has for
many years been the devated Superinten-
dent of @ Sunday-school, writes as follows:

“Yon desire me 1o say semething of Tig
QUATIFICATION OF SUNDAV-Seli00L TEACHTERS.

¢ I begin by saving that a madetate share
of intelleetual power and acquirement may
be suflicient for great usefulness, if combin-
ed with a large share of spiiitual gifts and
graces, and that such a combination is uot
impracticable or unfreguent. The work of a
Sunday-school teacher, duly appreciated,
allows ample scope for the most active and
cultivated intellect; and he who, possessed
of such a talent, is willing to emipioy it for a
season or for life, in searching for truth, that
he may impart it to others, as well as ac-
quire it for himself~he who will give such
a mind, and a hearl along with it, 1o the study
of Ged’s word, and from Sunday to Sunday
will gather the young or the old avonnd him,
will find ample employment for all his
powers, and will never fail to thank God that
he has been led thus to employ them.
Would that there were many such. But
even though there sliould be but a few, the
work of Sunday-school Insiruction can be
profitably condueted, if such as ave willing
to bo teachers are willing to do_what they
can to prepare themselves for the service,
combining always the preparation of the
heart, with that of the mind ; if they meet
thewr pupils, earnestly intent upon using
their wimast efforts; and spending the whole
time, while with them, in imparting reli-
gious knowledge, and in exerting a religions
inftuence upon their characters; and if they
will feel-that they are to make it, if possible,
a work for life, a regular portion of Sabbath
duty while the Sabbath lasts, and that they
can only accomplish all that should be ex-
pected of them, when their connection with
a class becomes so intimate and permanent
that every scholar regards the teacher asa

friend for life, and becomes accustomed to
meet the teacher as a friend everywhere, in
the street and at home, as well as in the

bf\'eely with the teacher upon ‘whatever re-

school, and acquires the habit of conversing].

of the ways in which they may lahour for
Christ and for Ged. T think the remedy of
the present state of (hings is 1o he found, not
in appeals in behalf of Sunday-schaols, but in
so cnanging the whole tenor of feeling upon
Christian  ebligation, that every Clristian
should feel constrained by the Tove of Chiist
{o do something for the cause of religion in the
vorld. When Clristians shall feel as they
ought {o do on the subject, then will Sunday-
schools and all missionary efibrts flourish.

¢ As to the improvement of the teachers we
have already eiilisted, I'would say that they
must be continually reminded of the vast im-
portance of the work in which they are en-
gaged ; of the lasting influence of any impres-
sions, either good or bad, which they may
male. Some have thought teachers® meet-
ings all important. T think them a great
help: bt the teacher must not depend npon
these, either to keep up his interest, or to qua-
lify him for his work. ~ He mustseek his prin-
cipal preparation in eommunion with God,
with his own sounl, and with natures in the
study of God's Word, and in the study of chil-
dren,  The teacher must make diligent pre-
paration for each lesson, The greater the pre-
paration made, the more interest will he felt.
The very act of making preparation will of
itself awaken interest.”?

AN ENTIRE CONGREGATION CON-
YERTED TO UNITARTANISHL

Among the many changes in religious opi-
fion which are {aking place on both sides of
the Atlaniic, that which is brought 1o light in
{the following communication seems well
worthy of note.  T'he letter (most of which is
subjoined) is addressed by the Rev. DMr.
M<Kean, a Unitarian Minisler, 1o the Jditor
of the London Inquirer. Tn such manifesta-
tions as the following, we perceive the prac-
tical results of the diffusion of sound religious
knowledge among the masses of England’s
warking population :—

Dszar Mr. Enttor,—I heg to make you
and your readers ncquainted with # faet,
which will be highly gratifying to their
minds., For nearly two years there has been
in this town [Oldburyl a religious sociely
known by the name of “The Christian
Chartist Church,” which has regulaly met
for worship on Sundays and week-day even-
ings, and been cdified by the ministrations of
gifted men among themselves, and of brethren
from sister congregations. 'They have perse-
vered in the cheap education of the young,
and been carnest in Sunday-school teaching.
They have a chapel fitted up in an humble but
convenient way, and have praiseworthily ex-
erled themselves in their own improvément,
and that of the rising generation.  The doc-
trine they helieved and taught was what was
called Trinitarian Orthodoxy.

T must now introduce to your knowledge a
brother and ardent friend of free inguiry and

not say Mr., because I think he would prefee
his simple nume.  Stlas was formerly a loeal
preacher in the Methodist New Connection,
and an opponent of Joseplt Barker, hoth by
word and print, but he is now a fellow-woiker ”
with him in the cause of intelligible religions
fruth. IHe preaches and lectures unweariedly
in the villages around, and distribules tracts
in great numbers,  Me has frequently from
three to four hundred attentive hearers in tho
open air, and seldom dismisses them without
distributing among themn a bundle of tracts.
Through his exertions, much investigation of
doctrine has been made in this distriet, and
many souls enlightened.  Some weeks ago,
Silas preached (o my congregation, and gave
much sutisfaction, and was afterwards invited
to preach to tlie congregation namned above. He
did so; und, after the evening servicey he was
opposed by William Griflin (the person whe
most frequently preached to them), on the
Godhiead of Christ and Nutural Depravity, and
for a considerable ime defended the doctrines
he had taughi. The result was, that a regu-
lar discussion was agreed on. W, Griflin un-
dertook o prove thal Jesns Christ is equal
with God the Father; Silas undertook to
prove the counter-proposition, that Jesus
Clirist is not eqgual with God the TFather.
lach was to speak four times, and the
speaches were to be limited to fifteen minnfes

each. July 6th was the day appointed for
the discussion.  After cach disputant had

spoken four {imes, il was agreed that they
should ¢ontinue the debate anathey half honr,
When this was done, Silas offered to meet his
opponent three or four mighls in suceession.
To this, W. Grifin would not consent, but
afterwards agreed fo incel him once more, on
the following Monday evening. I was pre-
sent myself on the second evening, and was
much pleased with the ¢ decency and ovder?
of the meeting,  The people were exhorted
to refrain from oulward applause or disappro-
bhation, and the exhortation was very nearly
obeyed. The discussion was held in their
own place of worship, in the presence of some
hindreds,.  People attended from Stowrbridge,
Fiveways, Brockinore, Gosnal, Dudley,Gates—
1131, Dadley-Port, Tiptont, Cosely, Hocker~
Hill, and numerous other places, some walk-
ing a distance of cight ot nine miles. 1 need
not deseribe how the argument was conductea
on either side: the resnlt shews how. Ina
subsequent meeting of the managers of the
place, the atter was considered ; and, with
but one dissentienfy i Was agreed that-they
should unite with «{he Christian Brethren,>?
for the promotion of TFvangelical': Reform
principles ; and Sikis-was vequested 1o preach
to them himselfy and induce others - from
among his fellow-watkeits to aid in the good
work. He preached on Sunday last, to gocd
congregations ; and Michael Moon (the newly
appointed Unitarian school-master al Cosely)
and wyself will supply them next Sunday.
Bome of our brethren who now conduct worw”
ship at Walsally T trust will also assist, and
probably some from Bivmingham, for the
preachers among the ¢ Christian Brethren ??
have at present [ull employment in their own
societies, and in the villages around; so that
it beeomes our duly to help them as much as
we can in the heat of this auspicious day.

Trisn Corruaes~—~Saunder’s Dullin News«
Lelter states, that among {he last acts of
Sir Robert Pecl’s government was an ofli~
cial announcement that Roman Catholics and
Unitarians avere to be equally cligible with
other denominztions for professorships in the
{hree new colleges of Ireland ; and that one
Unitarian would be put on the board of man-
agement and examination, with one Irinta~
rian Presbyterian:

—_—

Crericar Henrorsa.—The Rev. G. G- Bea-
con, reetor of Axbridge, has had the manlis
ness, even with the fear of ccclesiastical cen-
sure before his eyes, to refuse {o read the
thanksgiving for our recent victories in India,
appointed to be:used in all eharches.  This is
the only instance with which we are ac-
quainted, of a clergyman profesting against
the infamous proceeding 5 a proceeding which
was scandalous 1o religion, 2 sarcasm on the
common justice and benevolence of man, an
aliempt to associaic limman butchery with
God ~English paper.

DoxATION OF SERMONS AKD PAMPHLETS.—
\Elder T. Henvy has received from the Uni-~
tarian Association of New England, via
Montreal, a laree donation of Sermons and
Pamphiets for the benefit of the Christian.
Cause in Canada, to be distributed gratui- .
tously. There has, however, anexpense.
occurred of - six dollars for transportation,
which our friends are requested to assist in
meeting.  Thanks are tendered fo the said
Association for their Christian liberality ~—

practical Christianity,~ Silas Henn, T do

Oshasca Christian Luminary.
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ON TIIE DEATH OF II

(—

& 13 it not more beantifisl for the young eheek to heblanched
hy Lieath than Lile "—(From the German of Rickicr.)

Not yet the summer’s bloom is o'er,
Not yet the rose has fled,

Bat oh! a brighter, dearer spring,—
A sweeter flower is dead.

Why wert thou given to the earth
'I’o blossom for a day,

An:l then, in all thy loveliness,
Untimely snatched away ?

‘Siill, still to eatel thy graceful form
In many a scene we turn,

And start from yearning dreams of thee,
Alas {—10 clasp thy urn }

Yet thou art happy, blessed child,
1n thy fresh bloom to die,—

To carry that pure gentle heart
Untainted to the sky ;

To puss {rom youtl’s unclouded scene
T'o regions yet more fair,~—

From bright bat (leeting joy below,
To bliss eternal there.

Spared the dark pilgrimage of life,
Untouched by gri'cf or sin,

*Twas easy, thou beloved one,
For thee to “‘enter in”

But ours the danger,~—ours the losg,—
To work and to endure,—

“To make, with fear and tresubling,
Our own election sure.

If, in this cold wngeninl clime,
For thee to die was gain,
Yet daiker, lonelier is the path
'T'o those that must remain.

Dut we will take thy angel life
As a sweet holy spell,

For nanght but pure and peaceful thonghts
Can with that memory dwell.

E. J. D.
Montreal, September, 1846,

POPULATION AND PROSPECTS OF
THE JEWISIT NATION.

———

The following letter is from the pen of
Judge Noah of New York, himself a Jew.

New York, June 1S, 1844.

Mr. Editor,—A late number of your paper
contained the following paragraph:i—

« Jews. It is said that the total nmnber of
Jews throughout the world is estimated at 3,163,-
700; and it is seid that this number has never
materially varied from the time of David down-
wards.” '

it has always been a subject of intevest,
although not of general enquiry, to ascertain
as nearly as possible the numerieal force of
the Jewish people in every part of the world,
and looking forward to the speedy fulfilment
of all the promises made to that peculiar and
favored race in their restoration to the land
of their ancestors, I have been at consider-
able pains to obtain a censnbs, accurate as
far as every country in Euarope is referred to,

‘but depending upon estimates, always be-
low the actual number, of those residing in
Asia and Aiviea, from which it appears that
the Jewish nation number full six millions
of people, divided and located, as follows:

In all parts of ancient Poland before

Tammber. They are powerful in China, and

on the borders of Twtary; likewise in
Persin and the countries borderving on tho
Indian QOcean. In Abysenin and Ethiopia
there ‘are many communities of black Jews,
and they have a separate congregation at
Calcutta.

The number of the Jewish people despor-
sed i every part of the world will surprise
no one who takes into consideration that for
four hundred years they have been in a
measure exempt from these persecutions,
which they suifered prior to the reformation
uot have Iflcy been included in the various
wars which have {for several himdred years
desolated Europe and Asia.  Naturally a
pacific people, adhering at a very early
age to their international marriages, exceed-
ingly temperate in living, and constitution-
ally active and energetic, their self-aug-
menting population from these causes must
greatly have inereased their numbers, and
warrant the belief that they are at thistime
as numerous as they were m the palmy days
of David and Salomon.

There is another error in your paragraph,
which it may be as well to notice af this
time. You state that the nnmber of Jews
has never materially varied from three mil-
lious, from the time of David downwards.
Very nearly that namber has been ex-
terminated by wars and violence 5 from
what may be considered the commence-
ment of their national troubles.

According to Joseplus and contem-

porary writers, there were slaugh-

tered in Cisuria, the Syrians... 20,000
In Jerusalemy, ocensioned by the in-

solence of a Roman goldier, under ‘

Clanding coeuvviiiianinvnniiiiaenss 20.000
At Scitopolis .o ovivniiiviiinininn 13,000
At Alexandria, in consequence of the

rivalry of the Grecks and Egy

tinns,. ... 50,000
At Ascalon, from the same cause...... 2,500
At Prolemnis . e vinreiiierieiinninns 2,000
At Silucia, by the Syrians und Greeks 50,000
At the seige of Jerusalem by Pompey. 12,000
By an earthquake in Judea, 42 or 43

years before Christ. .ovnevavea.. 30,000
In conscquence of a revolt, occasioned

by breaking a Roman eagle, plae-

ed in the portico of the Temple,

in the reign of Avgustus .. ....... 13,000
1n a sedition suppressed by Varug, Go-

vernor of Syria... 2,000
In ‘an nmbnscade before Ascalon, in

the beginuing of the war against

the Romans . 18,000
At the capture of Jaflu by Titus...... . 15,000
At the scige of Jotaput-the. 13th of

NErO cinetcveiiisnnsennanesa. ~ ~40,000
Taking of Tariche, and: at the naval . )

battle on the Lake Gensarette... 6,500
After this victory, Verspasian being in

the tribunal at Tariche, sent 6,000

to Nero, to work at the Isthinus

of the Morea---30,400 were sold

at public vendue, and 12,000 old

men, unable to bear arms, were

put to death «.covvvvciiiinniiieneee. 12,000
‘At the capture of Ginma by Titus...... 9,000
In a battle against Placidus, Licut. of

Vespasion, near the village of

Galara ... [T veeeee 15,000
At the seige of Jerusalem and destme-

tion of the Temple by Tiws...... 1,100,000
In the revoit of the fulse Messiah

Barchechobas and in the several

revolts under Adrian, Trojan, and

Justinian...ceveecissveerrvicersonnnnes 600,000
Add to this, that from the time of the

adoration of the Golden Calf; to

the return of the ark, which had

been eaptured by the Philistines,

there were destroyed ....ccevaivee. 239,600

MAkINg e eeverermnranemimeerranenenns .. 2,248,000
This amount does not include neither the
Josses they met with in the wars anterior to
the captivity, nor the persecutions and re-
volts in the time of the German Emperors
and the middle ages, nor the proseriptions en
masse, which were so frequently renewed in

the partition of 1772.............. 1,000,000
In Russia, comprehending Woldavia

and Wallachia v . oiiviennnnns 200,000
In the different states of Genuany 750,000
In Holland and Belgiom. ...ovovenn. 80,000
Sweden and Denmark. .. 6.000
France...ccoeeavnnenns . 75,000
England ....ceivvcniensan. . 60,000
Italian States....... Ferereenerrenarereennss 200,000
"All North and South America and the "

West Indies ..vvvvivenssenenreneannss 100,000

In the Mahomedan States of Europe,
Asia and Africa.....ccecevevenne.... 3,000,000
Persia, China and [lindostan .......... 1,000,000
. ) 6,471,000
The above inclndes all who are actnally
known as_ professing and following the re-
ligion of their forefuthers. It is“impossible
" to ascertain the number of those residing in
Catholic countries and concealing their re-
liginn from motives of policy. The number
in Spain who preferred outwardly embracing
-the Catholic faith to avoid banishment under
" - Ferdinand and Isabella, is several hundred
* thousand, and are at this day connected with
the firat families in Spain and Portugal. * In
- Asia and’ the Turkish -dominions, I have
made-an estimate rather below their actual

different parts of the world, in the times of
the invasions by the barbarians, and since
their establishment in the Roman provinces.
Under all these calamities and oppression,
like those vivacious plants which can resist
the intemperance of all seasons, have been
by divine interposition, enabled to sustain
themselves amidst so many appalling ob-
stacles; and have -found in the strength of
their laws, new principles of existence.

Tn pursuing the inquiry as to their numeri-
cal force, much interesting information has
been obtained as to their various pmsuits ;
and it is gratifyingto learn that agriculture,
their original occupation, claims a great por-
tion of their attention. The plains of
Ninevah, Greece, Persia, Egypt, Lithunia,

Ukraine and Moldavia, are full of Jewish
agricnlturists ; they are, it is, said, the best
cultivitors of .the grape in Turkeyj inall
parts of the Kast they are dyers, workers in
silk, weavers and blacksmithsj in Poland
they are farmers, curriers, lace weavers,
potters and ‘silversmiths ; and although the
great body of the nation are still engaged in
trade-and commeree in every quarter of the
world, with undiminished success, they are
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nevertheless receiving a more liberal edu-
eation, are cultividing a taste for the arts,
and many are pursaing the more enlightened
and seientific professions with reputation,
and are institating reforms inthe ceremonial
parts of their religion, without invading any
of its cardinal principles,

Wealth is not generally or equally diffus-
ed among the Jews, but the agoeregate of
their possessions constitntes them by far the
most wealthy people on the eartly, and the
enormous proportions are so located as to
seeure & very decided influence in the move-
ments of every nation, making them, in a
measure, the arbitrators of very important
movements,

Although the Jewish people are entirely
passive in relation to the restoration, and
waiting the great advent with the same
patience and hunility which they have
evinced for the Jast cighteen hundred years,
relying with unabated confidence on the
promises and protection of that divine power
which has ever been newr them and with
them, nevertheless, there has been no
period in their history in which Christians
generally have taken more interest in their
temporal and religlous welfare, than they
evinee at the present time.  This is the pro-
vidential prelude to great events—they know
too little of cach other ; and a closer approxi-
mation, a mutual surrender of prejudices,
and a greater reliance of Christians npon
what constituted primitive Christianty, will
at once show how slender is the ling that
divides use I eannot avoid believing that
the great triumph reserved for Christinnty
will be in their ageney and co-operation in
restoring the Jews to their ancient heritage,
for it cannot be politically accomplished
without their aid; and if the second advent,
so called, and so avdently desired by pious
Christians, is ever to come 1o pass, it can-
not, T hardly coneceive, take place until after
the restoration is accomplished ; and there
is a throne to be occupied, & nation to be
governed, and the propheeies fulfilied.

UNITARTANISM MOST FAVOGURABLE
TO PIETY.

Unitarianism is the system most favour-
able to piety, beeause it holds forthand pro-
serves inviolate the spiritnality of God.
% God is a spirit, and they that worship him
must worship him in spirit and in trath.”
1t is of great importance 1o the progress and
elevution of the religious principle, that we
shounld refine more and more. our concep-
tions of God ; that we should separate from
him all material properties, and ‘whatever is
limited -or imperfect in our. own nature;
that we should rezard him as a pure intelli-
gence, an unmixed and infinite Mind.
When it pleased God to select the Jewish
people and place them under miraculons
interpositions, one of the first precepts given
them was, that they should not represent
God under any bodily form, any graven
image, or the likeness of any ercature.
Next eame Christianity, which had this for
one of ils great objects, to render religion
still more spiritual, by abolishing the cere-
monial and outward worship of former
times, and by discarding those grosser
modes of deseribing God, through which
the ancient prophets had sought to impress
an unrefined people.

Now, Unitarianism coneurs with this snb-
lime moral purpose of God. It asserts his
spiritnality. It approaches him under mno
bodily form, but as a pure spirit, as the in-
finite and universal Mind. On the other
band, it is the direct in{luence of Trinita-
rianism to materialize men’s conceptions of
God ; and, in truth, this system is o relapse
into the error of the rudest and carliest ages,
into the worship of a corporeal God. "Its
leading feature is. the doctrine of a God
clothed with a body and acting and speak-
ing through a material frame,—of the Infi-
nite Divinity dying on a cross; a doctrine,
which in earthliness reminds us of the my-
tholoay of the rudest pagans, and which a
pious Jew, in the twilight of the Mosaic re-
ligion, would have shrunk from with horror.
Jt seems to me no small objection to the
Trinity, that it supposes God to take a body
in the later and more improved ages of the
world, when it is plain, that such a manifes~
tation, if needed at all, was peenliarly re-
quired in the infaney of the race. "The ef-
fect of such a system in debasing the idea
of God, in associating with the Divinity hu-
man passions and infirmities, is too ohvious
to need much elucidation. On the supposi-
tion that the second person .of the Trinity
became incarnate, God may be said to be a

his most solemn aet of adoration, is heard o
pray in these appalling words: © (food Lo,
deliverus; by the mystery of thy holy in-
carnation, by thy holy nativity and eircum-
cision, by thy baptism, fasting, and tempta-
tion, by thine agony aid bloody sweat, by
thy cross and. passion, good Lord, deliver
us”> Now I ask you to judge, {rom the
prineiples of human nature, whether to wor-
shippers, who adore 1their God for his
wounds and 1tears, his agony, and Dlood,
aud sweat, the ideus of corporeal existence
and human suffering will not predominate
over the conceptions of a purely spiritual
essence ; whether the mind, in elinging to
the man, will not lose the God ; whether a
surer method for depressing and adalter-
ating the pure thought of the Divinity could
have been devised. That the Trinitarian is
unconseious of this influence of his fuith, 1
know, nor do I charge it on himas @ crime.
Still it exists, and cannot be too much do=
plored.

The Roman Catholics, true to human na-
tave and their ereed, have songht, by paint-
ing and statnary, to bring theit’ imagined
God before their eyes; and have thus ob-
tained almost as vivid impressions of him
as if they had lived with i on the earth,
The Protestunt condemns them for usine
these similitudes and representations in
their worship 5 but if a Trinuarian, he does
so 1o his own condemnation.  TFor if, as he
believes, it was once a duty to bow in ador-
ation before the living body of his incarnate
God, what possible guilt ‘can there be in
worshipping before the pictured orsculptur-
ed memorial of the same being?  Cluist’s
body may be as truly represented by the
artist, as any other hwman form; and its
image may be used as eflectually and pro-
perly, as that of an ancient sage or hero, fo
recadl him with vividness to the mind. Is it
said, that God has expressly forbidden the
use of images in owr worship?  But why
was that prohibition lnid on the Jews ?  Tor
this express reason, that God had ot pre-
sented himself to them in any form, which
admitted of represemtation. "Hear the lay-
guage of Moses: “ Tuke good heed lest ye
make you a graven image, for ye saw o
manner of similitude on the day that the Lord
spake unto you in IToreh outl of the midst of
the fire.” Ify since that period, God has
taken a body, then the reason ol the prohibi-
tion has ceased ; and if he took a body, among
other purposes, that he might assist the weak-
ness of the intelleet, which needs n material
form, then a stalde, which.lends. so great an
aid to the conceplion of an absent friend, is not ..
only justified, but seems to'be required. "

This materialising and embodying of the
Supreme Being, which is the essence of Tii-
nitarianism, cannot but be adverse o a grow-
ing and exaited piety. J¥uman and divine
properties, being confounded in one being,
lose their distinctness. The splendours of the
Godhead are dimmed. The worshippers of an
incarnate Deity, throngh the frailty of their
nature, are strongly tempted to fasten chiefly
on his human atiribules ; and their devotion,
instead of rising to the Infinite God, and tak-~
ing the peeunliar character which infinity in-
spires, becomes rather a human a(fect'mn, ’
borrewing much of its fervour from the ideas
of suffering, blood and death. It is indeed
possible that this God-man (lo use the strange
phraseology of Trinitarians) may ecxcite the
mind more easily than a purely spiritual Di~
vinity ; just as a tragedy addressed to the eye
and ear, will interest the multitude more than
the contemplation of the most cxalted charac-
ter, This human love, inspired by a human
God, though at first more fervid, cannot grow
and spread through the soul, like the reve-
rential dttachment, which an Infinite spiritual
Father awakens. Refined conceptions of God
though more slowly atlained, have a ‘more
quickening all-pervading energy, and admit
of perpetual accessions of brighiness, life, and
strength. :

My friends, hold fast the doctrine of a
purely spiritual Divinity. Itisone of the great
supports and instruments of a vital piety. It
brings God near, as no other doctrine can,
One of the leading purposes of Christianity is
lo give us an ever-growing sense of God’s
immediate presence, a consciousness of him in’
our souls. Now, just as far as corporeal or
limited attributes enter into our conceplion of
him, we remove him from us. He becomes
an outward, distant being, instead of bein

viewed and fell as dwelling in the soul_itsclﬁ

apurely spiritual God, that he can be’regard-
ed- as inhabiting, filling” our spiritual nafwre;
and through this union with our minds, he can
and does become the object of an intimacy and

material being, on the same general gronnd
on which this is affirmed of man ; for man
is material only by the union of the mind
with the body; and "the very meaning of
incarnation is, that God took a body, through
which he acted and spoke, as the hwuman
sounl operates through ils corporeal organs.
Every bodily aflection may thus be aseribed
to God. Accordingly the Trinitarian, -in

friendship, such as no embodied being can call
forth.— Channing. : ‘ "
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