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THE NEWER DISTRICTS OFF ONTARIO

RAINY RIVERWALLEY, WABIGOON COUNTRY, ALGOMA,
AND TEMISCAMINGUE.

by, August 10th, 1898,

I'o THE HoN. JOHN DRYDEN,
Minister of Aoriculture,

Toronto

SIR,—In accordance with instructions received from vou, I procecded
to Northern and Northwestern Ontario, and made an examination of the
following sections, namely :—Port Arthur and vieinity, the Wabicoon
country, the Rainy River valley, the Temiscamingue district, and the
country around Sault Ste. Marie

In my examination, I endeavored, as dirvected by you, to secure such
facts as would suggest themselves to a practical man as being useful to
prospective settlers, having in mind the nature of the soil, the different
kinds of timber, the difticultics of clearing, ease of access, elimate, markets,
kinds of erop grown, water supply, drainage, ete., and the advances that
have been madze

I started on my tour of investigation about the middle of May. I
leit Toronto on the Canadian Pacitic Railway, travelled over 1,000 miles
west to Port Arthur, where 1 made a close examination of the land on the
White Fish, Kaministiquia and Slate River valleys, and went over the
townships of McIntyre, Oliver, Neebing and Paipoonge.

13]
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THE PORT ARTHUR SECTION,

This distriet was first brought before the public a good many years
ago. It was then the overland route to the western prairies. The soil
varies from a clay to a sandy loam. There are some gravelly ridges, and
in sections some stony land. In some parts the soil is red clay.® Rocky
ridges hem in the White Fish and Slate River vaileys.

The timber is prineipally poplar, spruce. jack pi.e, white birch, cedar,
and tamarac. In some places a second growth covers the land, while in
others the clearing is easily done, especially in the Slate River valley
Three or four days’ work of a man is suflicient to clear an acre and make
it ready for the plow, but where it is heavy timber land the clearing
is more difficult.

The crops grown are hay, wheat, barley, oats, spring wheat, potatoes,
turnips, and all kinds of vegetables and small fruits.  Pasture is good
there are hundreds of acres of thin bush land, grown up with native
orass. It affords fine grazing facilities for droves of young cattle. This
ought to be a first-class section, especially for the raising of young stock
and dairy products.  Some of the lower lands will require draining, but
as the country is generally rolling, and the bulk of the land has a porous
sub-soil, surface water will not give the farmers much trouble

This section is well watered by natural springs and running creeks,
with plenty of good well water for the digging, which is generally found
at a depth of from 15 to 25 feet.

The local markets are good. Port Arthur is quite an important town.
It is sitnated on Thunder Bay, at the western end of Lake Superior, and
on the main line of the Canadian Pacific Railway. Within three or four
miles of Port Arthur is Fort William. These towns are connected by an
electric railway. Fort William has a population of about two thousand
inhabitants. The town is situated on the banks of the Kaministiquia
river. Here are a large number of grain elevators: one in particular is
of most modern design, consisting of six or eight tanks built of steel
plates. At a distance they resemble two rows of round silos. The wheat
from the west is unloaded from the cars into the elevator, from which it
is transhipped into lake barges. This is the terminal point of the
Canadian Pacitic Railway lake traffic. Not far up the river from Fort
William is the Kakabeka falls. The river (immediately above the falls)
is 130 feet wide, and the water has a straight drop of 110 teet. The esti-
mated capacity of it is between 30,000 and 35,000 horse power. For
ease of access and convenience in utilizing, this splendid natural water
power at Kakabeka can hardly be excelled on the American continent.

Port Arthur and Fort William are both good local markets. The
prices for farm .pr(_)ducts are high, and beel, pork, butter, eggs, poultry,
potatoes, small fruits nnd'\'eg«-t'nbles. z'ﬂwnt\'.s tind a ready sale at good
prices. There are some rich silver mines in the near vicinity, some of
which are now being worked, causing & still larger demand for all kinds

of farm products.
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THE WABIGOON COUNTRY.

Having finished my examination of the land in the vicinity of
Port Arthur, I went west on the Canadian Paciiic Railway main line, 217
wiles, when I reached the town of Dryden, which is in the centre of the
Wabigoon district. It and the town of Wabigoon, which is about 12 miles
east of Dryden, are the two most important centres of population between
Port Arthur and Rat Portage. This agricultural section is midway
between Fort William on Lake Superior to the east, and tne city of
Winnipeg to the west, The Canadian Pacific Railway passes through
the di- trict.  The fertile land extends for forty miles along the railway
line from Dinorwick to Eagle River.

It is estimated that the area of good agricultural land in this district
is about 170,000 acres, enough to form a fair sized county, comprising
the townships of Wainwright, Van Horre, Eton, Rugby, Sandford, Aubrey
and Zealand, with another yet unsurveyed around Dinorwick. The area
now located is 2bout 30,000 acres.

The land is rolling, and very little low, flat, or swamp land can be
seen.  Few people would believe that there is any land suitable for farm-
ing between Lake Superior and Lake of the Woods, but it at Dryden
tiey would go inland from the railway six or eight miles, they would find
some very comfortable farm homes.  In one or two of the townships the
country 1s broken with rocky ridges, but others are almost entirely tree
from rock or stone.

THE SOIL.

The soil is quite uniform in character, and consists of a strong grey-
colored clay, which changes in the lower sections to clay loam. On the
creek bottoms the soil is very rich, and heavier timbered, making the
clearing more difficult.  On the rolling upland the clay seems to be of a
drier nature, and will require much more rain or moisture than the
loamier soil in the same neighborhood. T saw no gravelly soil and very
little sand. In the neighborhood of the junction between the Pelican ard
Wabigoon rivers, judging trom the luxuriant growth in the bush of
wild peas, wild currants, and native grass, I should say that the
soil is more of a loamy nature, and preseats a very favorable situation
to the intending settler. Not much of the land in this locality has yet
been taken up.  The soil all over the distriet is exceptionally free from
boulders and rolling stone. The clay that crumbles when worked and
cultivated, is very productive; but where it is of a dry flaky nature, it
will require either manure or green crops plowed in to put life into and
quicken it before it will give the best results.
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The TiMBER

The timber consists of a growth of small poplars, a few spruce. with
reve and there a tame~rac, but the greater hulk of the timber is jack pine
a resinous fir that predominates throughout the whole country.  The
settler can make v good wages cutting jack pine into cord-woaod, for
which there is always a ready cash sale, at trom $1.65 to $1.80 per cord
delivered at railroad. It is shipped to Winnipeg in box ears, where it is
used as fuel. It is handled at all seasons of the yvean In three months
240 car-loads were ~||i1>}nwl from Drvden to \\'ilmilu': \ larvee portion
of the timber 1s <]«‘;H|< recent fires hav illq‘ killed it and it is this dead A;H“h
pine that helps to keep the peopie of Winnipeg warm. Tamarac t
(‘i‘_’"hl fect I.HI!;r \1'“ at 25 cts 1~;l(‘]| \\llilv Y,il'\ of {]L«- same material twelve
teet, are worth 40 cents.  For the first few years the scettlers will have
remunerative winter work chopping and hauling cordwood and making
ties. The country has not all been burned over, and to the south, east
and north-east there is a thiek forest orowth of small oreen timber which
is easily cleared. The bulk of the timber throughout the whole country
is small, rancine from three to ten inches in thickness. and in some places
there is no timber whatever, with here and there a small poplar serub
In fact there are large aveas at the present time almost tit tor the plow
The timber has been burned oft nearly clean. and the land is growing up
with native grass and wild peas

1
1

THE CLIMATE

At Wabigoon the elimate is very healthy. The sunimers are
moderately warm, with cool nights, and heavy dews. The fall menths
are generally dry, with plenty of sunlight. The winters are steadily cold,
but free from blizzards, and from chilly rains and slushy thaws.  Some
seasons the snow-fall is light. This spring most of the seed was sown in
April, but generaily the seeding is done about the first week in May.

Although crops have been grown for three or four seasons, summer
frosts are unknown. In passing through the district on the 18th of July,
[ stayed over a day and made a hurried second examination of the erops.
Potatoes that were planted in the latter part of May had wmade rapid
growth ; they were rank, green and healthy. The withering blight of the
severe frost of July 10th, which was felt with such damaging etfect over a
large part of Ontario, hurt neither the erops nor the tenderest vegetables
in this section, for I saw potatoes. beans, corn, tomatoes, eiirons, and
cucumbers, fresh, green, healthy, and growing well.  Summer frosts have
not done any damagc here. Plowing usually begins about the last week
in April and finishes about the second week in November.
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WATER SUPPLY

Water can be had for the digging on almost every farm at from ten
to twenty-five feet deep. I tasted the water from a number of the wells
and found 1t pure, cool and good. The country is generally well watered.
Wabigoon lake is a beautiful sheet of water, about thirty miles long by
tive or six miles wide. At Dryden a dam has been formed to deepen the
lake, s0 as to help navigation. From the lake the Wabigoon river. a
broad, navigable stream, with abundant water power, flows north and west
through the townships of Wainwright, Eton and Sandford. The Pelican
river Hlows from Pelican lake, in the township o' Rugby, through that
township and four or five 1ailes into the township of Eton, when it joins
the Wahigoon. The township of Aubrey is bounded on one side by Eagle
lake. From this it will be seen that the country is particalarly well
watered.

Roans.

For a new country, the roads are good : the soil is naturally suitable,
for when once graded, exeept in a very wet time, it is guite comfortable
travelling. Twenty-three miles of colonization roads have been built by
the Government, and twenty-tive more miles have been cut out by the
settlers. I drove through the bush on old lumber roads in a buck-board
Bieycles are running on the roads for five or six miles from the town of
Dryden. By this it will be seen that it is comparatively an easy matter
for a new settler to get his houschold and farm effects in to his loeation

CLEARING THE LAND.

As the timber is small and much of it dead, it is easily burned and
the land made ready for the plow. A man and strong boy can in some
places clear up and stump as fast as a team can plow. One settler who
came from the county of York, (he was a tenant farmer there) has a couple
ot good working boys.  He located in the township of Eton close to Ox-
drift station, arriving about the beginning of last April. He started to
plow on the 18th of the same month and by the 15th of May had twenty-
five acres cleaned up. plowed, and sown with wheat, oats, peas and barley.
[ was at his place on the 28th of May: he had planted his potatoes and
corn, and was preparing his turnip land. T held the plow for a couple of
rounds and had the satistaction of knowing that I turned up to the sum-
mer sun some of the virgin soil of the Wabigoon country. The land is
not all quite so easily cleared as this, but five dollars an acre will clear up
and stump most of the land in this settlement, with the exception of land
along the creek bottoms, which is heavier timbered. To get the best
results the land should be plowed twice, and thoroughly cultivated pre-
vious to sowing the first crop.



FexciNG, Buinpinas, Erc.

Cedar posts and wire make the best and most durable fences. The
old-fashioned zig-zag fence will find no place here. Some farimers arve
building good stiong, durable fences out of tamarac and spruce poles, with-
out posts, fastening the stakes and riders together with pliable oiled wire.
With the exception of not being pig proof, it makes a cheap, serviceable,
and, when well built, a strong fence.

Some of the buildings are old-fashioned log strueturves, dove-tailed
or notched at the corners. Saw-mills are convenient. Custom sawing is
done for 85 per thousand feet. On many of the lots there is some spruce
and tamarac that would make small saw-logs. Good sound lumber can
be bought at the mills for $10 or $11 per thousand feet.

MARKETS.

The local markets of Dryden and Wabigoon will consume all that can
be raised for some time in the district. Dryden has a population of 600,
while Wabigoon is a rapidly growing town, which is likely to become a
mining centre of some importance, for the region between the Canadian
Pacific Railway and the American border is rich, not only in timber but
in deposits of gold, iron, and other minerals. Eighty miles west is Rat
Portage, a growing town of over 5,000 inhabitants. It is not situated in
an ufrumltuml district, and so has been getting its food supplies from
\Ianm)ba The towns of Rat Portage, l\u‘\\atm Dryden, and Wabigoon
will consume all the beef, pork, butter , eggs, poultry, vegetables, small
fruits, hay, oats, and potatoes that the Wabigoon farmer will be able to
produce for some time to come, and so his market will be at his very door.
In summer, the mining camps afford the farmers an excellent home mar-
ket for their ploduce Butter. brings from 20 to 25 cents per 1b. ; eggs,
from 18 to 20 cents per dozen. In winter the lumber camps and mxlwa\'
tie camps afford a market equally as good.

CosT oF GETTING TO WABIGOON.

By the all-rail route on the Canadian Pacific Railway, from any
station west of Kingston, the single fare is $21 ; children half rate. For
boat and rail by way of Owen Sound and Fort William, the fare is $17.

Car of 20,000 pounds of settlers’ effects from same poinus, $60 (ciie man
with each car free); 304 cents per 100 Ibs. forall over weight. For settlers’
etfeets, shipped in less than car lots, the rate is 61 cents per 100 pounds.

Tue PioNEER FArM.

The Ontario Government was the pioneer of the Wabigoon countr y.
In the spring of 1895 the Minister of Agriculture, Hon. John Dryden,
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personally selected the site for the house and barn, and commenced farm-
ing operations with the view of testing the agricultural capabilities of
the section. A small crop was put in that summer, consisting of wheat,
oats, barley, grass and a few roots. In the early summer a warm, com-
fortable house was built, such as any settler of moderate means might
erect. Later, a basement barn with the necessary accommodation was
added. At the present time there are 130 acres cleared and stumped, so
that all kinds cf labor-saving machinery can be used to the best advant-
age. Last fall and this spring being very dry until the second week in
June, fall wheat and hay were not heavy crops, but the spring wheat,
oats, barley, and turnips gave promise of large yields. The farm is sur-
rounded by a substantial cedar post and wire fence. The farm buildings
are across the railroad track and almost directly opposite the railway
station. A young orchard has been planted, but the standard apples have
not done well.  Crab apples and cherries made a fairly promising growth,
and small fruits do well.  As I stood at the back of the farm and looked
to the railway station, a pleasing rural scene filled the eye,—a fifty-acre
field of cats just beginning to shoot, another field of heavy spring wheat
and barley waving in the wind, and just beyond, the dark green of a
healthy field of Swede turnips: a flock of Shropshire sheep were nibbling
in the home field next the barn, while half a dozen useful milch cows were
industriously grazing the young tender grass which recent rains had
caused to cover the pasture fields, while the farm team was just finishing
the plowing of a ten acre fallow field that had been grubbed, stumped and
burned this summer. The Pioneer Farm has demonstrated very clearly
the excellent agricultural advantages of this section by changing it in
four short years from wild, waste land to clean fields and a well cultivated
farm. From what I have seen in the Wabigoon country, I know from my
own experience in clearing land that a working farmer of moderate means
with an industrious family (if not afraid of tlies for a few weeks in the
heat of summer for the first few years, and other drawbacks incident to
pioneer life), can in five or six years have 100 acres cleared and tree from
both stumps and stones. Thus many men who are now forced to work
for others, if they were to put forth an effort and deny themselves some
of the luxuries of hife, could in a few years become independent, by hav-
ing a very comfortable farm home of their own in the Wabigoon country.

The advantages of the Wabigoon country may be summed up as fol-
lows :

1. Chkeap land and easily cleared (fifty cents per acre on easy terms).

2, The main line of the Canadian Pacific Railway passes right
through the agricultural belt

3. The best of local markets.

4. Suflicient timber for building, fencing and fuel.

5. The country is well watered with rivers, creeks and wells.
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. The soil and climate are particularly well adapted to the growing
of fall and spring wheat. barley, oats, potatoes, turnips, and all kinds of
vegetables and small fruits. Corn and standard apples don't seem to do
so well, unless it be the very hardiest varieties.

7. Grasses ¢row in great luxuriance.

S. A very healthy climate.

Y. Good roads for a new country.

10. Plenty of winter work in the lumber camps ; also hauling and
chopping cordwood

RAT PORTAGE

Having made a thorough examination of the acoricultural rescurces
of the Wabigoon country, 1 visited the town of Rat Portage, which is
about eighty miles west from Dryden and 130 miles east of the city of
Winnipeg. Rat Portage is the principal town between Lake Superior
and Winnipeg. It has a population of between five and six thousand.
Its citizens are a pushing, enterprising, public spirited people. The town
is growing rapidly. The buildings of later years are durably built and
of modern design. The town is situated at the northern end of Lake of
the Woods, and is a divisional point on the Canadian Pacific Railway : it
is also the commercial and judicial centre for that part of Western
Algoma. It is the shipping port of Lake of the Woods. All the tele-
graph poles, railway ties, fence posts, and in fact all the timber from the
Rainy River country, including sawn lumber, passes through this
point on its way west to Manitoba, The Lake of the Woods and
its tributary lakes, rivers and streams abound in fish. The fishing
industry here has become one of considerable importance, so that Rat
Portage, with its suburbs of Norman and Keewatin, is destined to become
a very populous centre. These two villages are only a few miles
from the town, with which they are connected by a good road. and in
the summer steam ferry boats make hourly trips between these villages
and Rat Portage. At Keewatin there is an immense water power, partly
developed. Here is situated the Lake of the Woods mill, which is the
largest flour mill in the Dominion, having a capacity of two thousand
barrels a day, and elevators that will hold nearly five hundred thousand
bushels of wheat. The manufacturine of flour and its bye-produets, bran
and shorts, has become an industry on which Rat Portage can permanently
rely. Inconnection with the flour mill there is a barrel and siding factory
which turns out about one thousand flour barrels per day : also house
siding, planed, matched and all ready to put on in four feet lengths, large
quantities of which are shipped to the Southern States. A few rods from
the flour mill is situated the customs reduction works, where gold and
silver is separated from the rock. A mill of this kind must materially
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tend to develop the mineral resources of this mining region. for they
crush as low as ten ton lots. With a fishing. mining. lumbering, and
manufacturing industry, Rat Portage will be a centre of wealth and pop-
ulation that will always afford a first-class market for the preduets of
the farm.

THE RAINY RIVER VALLEY.

After spending a day in Rat Portage and vicinity. | took passage
on the steamer “ Edna Brydges ” lor Rainy river, sailing down Lake of
the Woods for about one hundred miles till the mouth of the river is
entered at Hungry Hall ; then eastward up the river to Fort Frances. It
is on this stretch of river fro..: that the agricultural land is situated. I
made a close inspection of the soil. timber, erops, market, ete., at tive diff-
erent points on the river, viz.:—Pine Wood, Boucherville, Emo. Big Forks,
and Fort Frances, stopping a few days at each point and travelling on
foot inland and through the adjacent townships

ThHE COUNTRY.

The Rainy River country proper is a strip of agricultural land on
the north side of the river of that name. 1t is from fifteen to twenty
miles wide, and is estimated to contain about six hundred thousaund
acres of good farming land. The Rainy river finds its source in Rainy
lake, and its outlet in Lake of the Woods. It is about eighty miles
long, and for its whole lenoth forms the boundary line between (‘anada
and the United States.  On the north side is the Provines of Ontario
on the south is the State cf Minnesota. The surface of the country is
fairly level, and nothing like a hill is to be seen ; but generally speaking, it
has a gentle roll towards the river. There is a small percentage ot
swamp land which is well timbered with cedar, and now and then a patch
of muskeg, which is found here and there all over the distriet. Along
the river front the land is entirely free from stone, but as you get further
inland, some of the lots have a little stone on them. Mr. James
Conmee, M.P.P., for West Alcoma, says that the vood land is not con-
fined to the river valley alone, but extends north-easterly along the shore
of Lake of the Woods, and estimates that the agricultural land in this
<ection covers an erea of four million acres. 1 had a conversation with
Mr. Alex. Luttrell, Road Foreman, a very practical man and keen obser-
ver, who a few years ago cut a winter road through to Little Grassy river.
He informed me that much of the unsurveyed scction of the (irassy river
country is fine farming land

CLIMATE

The climate is very healthy. The winter is of an even temperature,
colder than around Toronto, but a clear bracing air with an entire absence
f damp, chilly, searching, raw winds. There is always plenty of snow
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for sleighing from the middle of December to the end of March. When
the snow melts and the ground gets bare, the growing season sets in.

Most ot the seeding was done this year in April. In summer the days
are warm but the nights cool, with very heavy dews. The climate is
well adapted for the growth of grass and all kinds of cereals. Native
Indian corn matures to perfection, and in some seasons melons and toma-
toes. The plow is generally stopped about the 20th of November.

THE TIMBER

The timber consists of white pine, poplar, tamarac, spruce, balsam,
cedar, birch, and a few oaks, elms, ashes, and soft maples Lumbering
operations are carried on extensively on both Rainy river and Lake of
the Woods—in fact the river is sometimes full of pine logs, especially in
the early part of the snmmer when the drive is being pushed forward to
the boom. It is estimated that from six to eight hundred men are
employed in the lnmber camps every winter. Most of the timber on the
farm lands that has any commercial value is cedar, tamarac and spruce.
In winter the settlers take ont telegraph poles 25 feet long at 45 cents ;
railway ties, 16 cents a piece, cribbed : fence posts, 5 cents each, cribbed;
and cord wood from £1.30 to 81.70. One farmer I met had taken out
$200 worth of ties last winter. The steamboats use the cord wood. It
will be seen that the settler who does not care to go to the lumber camps
in winter can do fairly well working up his own timber at home.

THE SoIL.

The soil is the foundation of all agricultural success if it is naturally
rich and is so composed that it will withstand the extremes of drouth
and wet. The owner of such a farm has a source of income that will
never fail. There are thousands of such farms in this district. While
the soil is not altogether of one quality but ranges from a black, rich,
productive clay to a clay and sandy loam, nearly all of it is very
fertile. Where the country has been burned over, it is covered with a
rank growth of wild clover. Native grass, peas and vetches were grow-
ing luxuriantly in the early part of June. Nearly all the land fronting
on the river is suitable for settlement, but as you get back from the river
inland, there is some stone, with here and there a rocky bluff, but the soil
i\ ( »(111

WATER

There is a plentiful supply of good well water at from eight to
twenty-five feet deep.  Water is generally struck when a gravel bed is
reached.  Streams intersect the whole country throughout. The land is
well watered. Some of the low lands will require to be ditehed, for which
there is plenty of tall. The water runs in some places for miles where
the roads are graded
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Roabns.

For a new country the roads are passable when you consider the
nature of the soil and the scarcity of road-making material. The Govern-
ment grants large sums yearly for the opening up of new roads. The
settlers only are employed on the colonization roads, for which work they
receive $1 per day and board. A few more years at the rate roads are
now being built will open up the entire arable belt.

CLEARING LAND

In some localities where the land is heavily timbered, and the land
low, the clearine is difficult, but in other seetions, where the bush has
been burned over, it is comparatively easy to clear. I stood at the south-
east corner of a settler’s farm in the township of Shenstone. He had
located two years ago. The farm sloped gently to the south and you could
see his whole location, there ln‘llu‘ neither hill nor tree to block the \i;[llt.
The soil was a clay and sand loam. He had twenty acres of crop
in. It was very easily cleared and there were no stumps.  All he had to
pay for the 160 acres was 75 cents, which is merely the fee to the land
agent for making out the affidavit, the land being free grant.  The timb-
ered land will cost from $12 to $18 an acre to chop, log and fence. The
stumps come out in from eight to ten years, but in some townships there
are large areas of “ brule,” or burnt land, which takes ve ry little labor to
make ready for the plow. So the difliculties of clearing are largely a
matter of choice with the settler when he locates, whether he chooses a
timbered or a burned lot. Fencing and building material is plentiful ;
some of the cedar is as fine as you can tind anywhere in the Province.
For building, rough lumber can be bought at the mills from $7 to $10:
dressed lumber from $16 to $20; pine shingles. $2; custom sawing $3
per thousand feet. =

C'ROPS AND PRODUCTIVENESS.

Fall and spring wheat, barley, peas, oats, potatoes, and all kinds of
vegetables grow exceedingly well. Clover crowds out the timothy, 1
saw fields ul cloyer that were seeded in 1894 and 1895 that had last year
yielded over three tons to the acre: this season they bad the appearance
of giving as heavy a crop. You could scarcely find a blade of timothy
but the clover was rank, broad-leaved, hmllth) and green, and had all
the indications of a he'n_y crop although seeded four and five years ago.
Mr. Robert Watson has clover that lms been cut twelve successive tnnes
Mr. Phair says that clover seeded down twelve years has been cut twice
every year. They don’t know what it is to miss a catch of grass.  Most
practical farmers admit that clover is the most important plant grown on
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the farm, keeping the farm elean of weeds, maintaining and increasing its
fertility, besides yvielding a great bulk of todder, which, when well eured
and fed in winter, brings our stock nearer to summer conditions than any
other food crown

The testimony of souie old residents in this section is very valuable,
and has much weig Mr. Arch. Reid, a very worthy seutler, who has
been here a nuniber of years, and now has the satisfaction of seeing his
family settling around him, says: “ My crops have been good ; they would
averace, wheat 22 bushels, oats 45 bushels peas 30 bushels to the acr

Hay is always a heavy crop: native Indian corn gives good returns
potatoes always do well, and so do tarnips. Mr. Williams, Fort Frances
says, “ I have a quarter of an acre garden pateh. Sold last year $140
worth of vegetables—one cabbage weighed 37 lbs. I had in my store
window last fall a pumpkin that weighed 100 Ibs., and a squash that
weighed 125 Ibs. (they were both raised by Mr. John Dingal), and have
grown radishes and lettuce in the open air on the 10th of May.” Mr.
William Phair also bears testimony to the extraordinary productiveness
of the svil : he says, “ produced 49 bushels of Fite wheat per acre: 270
bushels of oats on four acres: between two and three tons of timothy per
acre, first crop cut in .June, second crop early in September.” Mr
Thomas Lundry (whose farm I travelled over and found that the
soil is a strong rich productive clay, as is almost all the soil in
the townships of Carpenter, Lash and Delvin) says: “The soil on
Rainy river eannot be surpassed.  You can sow barley on new ground as
late as the middle of July and get a good crop. My ueighbor, Duncan
Reid,sowed two bags of wheat, about four bushels, and threshed ninety-six
bushels.  Where the ground is properly cultivated, I don’t care what you
plant you will get a crop. There is plenty of pasture in the bush: and
tall and spring wheat do immense.” From what I saw when there last
summer, the splendid erop prospects, the excellent climatic conditions for
growth, and from the nature of the soil. I believe there is no more fertile
soil in the Province of Ontario, and I (uestion if there is another tract
any more productive on this continent

MARKETS

The local markets are good. the rapid development of the lumbering
and mining industries having created a demand for all kinds of farm
produce which as yet the farmers have not been able to supply.

My Hlli{ says Hn'}n‘iw-\ [ have received for my crops would
average, oats 50 cents I«-I:xt«n*\ 50 cents pet bushel, butter 20 to 25 cents
per 1b. egas 15t 22 cents per doz., heef, dressed, 87 to $8, }\UI'I\'
$S to $10, hay. $9 per ton. This spring, prices were somewhat higher
at Emo, a village about half way up the river, wheat $1, oats 75 cents
peas £1.25, potatoes 75 cents per bushel, butter 2

cents per b, egas 25
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cents per dozeu, pork, drcsed, 10, beet 210, hay $10 per ton, mutton
from S to 10 cents per 1b, poultry, dressed, tfrom 121 to 15 cents per !b.
Young sound working horses, from four tosix years old, weighing between
1200 and 1400 pounds, bri from S100 to =120. Fresh calved milch
» bring from $55 to $42: weaned pigs S4 to 85 a pair

coOWs in sprin
MEANS OF ACCESS

At present Rat Porwaage. on the Canadian Pacitic Railway, at the
northern extremity ot Lake of the Woods, is the point to aim for.
It 1s distant from Toronto by rail 1.154 miles. From Rat Portage to
Fort Frances is 180 miles.  Rainy River is 80 miles long. and the length
of Lake of the Woods from north to south is 100 miles. The steamboat
fare from Rat Portage to Emo. first-class is 24.00, second class 52.65
Fare along the river from local stations is five eents per mile.  Freight
from Rat Portacge to Emo : Settlers etlects, 20 cents ]n'l']lllll(il‘w'x }mllnti.\i
horses per head, 84.50 : cattle, $400; hogs, 31.00; sheep, 50 cents. These
rates include cost of transter from cars or freicht shed and wharface at
Rat Portage. A carload of settler’s effects from Toronto to Rat Portage,
one man free, costs about $62

RATLWAY.

[ am pleased to know that the contract has been let for the first
section of the Rainy River Railway, which is to connect with the Port
Arthur and Western line at Stanley station, about twenty miles west of
the town of Port Arthur, and that in a short time it will be pushed
through to the agricultural belt on the Rainy river. Nothing that I am
wware of has the same intluence towards opening up a new country as
direct railway communication with the outside world. for it brings with
it the knowledge that the productive powers of a country need never be
limited for the want of a market.

When the railway penetrates the arable land of the Rainy river,
settlement will advance rapidly and the land will be cleared and better
tilled. New men settling there will introduce advaneed methods which
will act as object lessons to the older settlers.  This must result in the
cultivation of a spirit of wholesome emulation, eausing many to widen
their base by making larger clearings and relying more on the farm and
ess on timber for a living.  While the local market here is exceptionally
cood, caused by the allied industries of lumbering and mining, yet the
best agricultural results can only be obtained when there is constant
diveet daily communication with the outside so that the producer will be
able te keep himself in close touch, not only with his own local market,
but with the markets in the large industrial and ecommercial centres as

well.
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It is almost a pity to see so much of the best of the land here oceu-
pied as Indian reserves. There are five or six of them along the rive:
bank. If some amicable arrangement could be made hetween the Indians
and the Dominion Government so that these reserves could be opened for
settlement, it would materially help the development of the whole country.
The banks of the river have been secttled for years. The older settlers
combined trapping. fishing, hunting, and working in the lumber camps
with farming. Another class that came in some years later, principally
from the counties of Huron and Bruce, have kept closer and worked more
steadily on their farms. Some of them have large clearings, free from
stumps, and are using nearly all kinds of labor-saving machinery Many
have their married sons and daughters located near the parental home

CONCLUSIONS,

(1) That there are schools and churches in almmost every part of the
settled sections.

(2) That plenty of employment can be had at any season of the yea
in the lumber camps, on the roads, and at the mines ; and that wages are
"'(uul.

(3) The flies are bad on stock fora month and a half in mid-summer,
requiring the cattle to be put in the <table during the day time

(4) The winters are bricht and clear.

(5) As a stock and dairy country it cannot be surpassed.

(6) Local markets are good and likely to continue, as it is closely
adjacent to the mining regions

(7) That one ean have an easily cleared farm hy locatine on the
burned land, or if a timbered lot be chosen, the settler will have plenty
of profitable winter work at his own home as long as the timber lasts.

(8) Good natural drainage, and splendid spring and well water

(9) That preseverance and industry will bring its reward in a good

comfortable farm home, and a working man with limited means who
wants a home can get it here.

THE SAULT STE MARIE SECTION.

Around Sault Ste. Marie, at Goulais Bay, in the townships on the
Sault Ste. Marie branch of the Canadian Pacific Railway, and on St,
Joseph Island, the best of the land has been taken up, but at nearly all

of these points, there are yet some lots fit for settlement, with from 30
to 60 per cent. of fairly good arable Jand. At Goulais Bay and in the

township of Vankoughnet, part of the lands belong to the Dominion
Government, but two-thirds of the township of Vankoughnet is Ontario
This township is open for settlement; it is about 26

Government land.
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hed by wagon road. The land

miles from Sault Ste. Marie and is reae
around Goulais Bay varies from a clay to a sandy yellow loam.  You
will sometimes find several kinds of soil on the same lot. The country
is somewhat broken and the land is generally in the valleys hemmed in
is a sandy loam, which, when intelligently

by rocky ridges. The best s
cultivated, gives very profitable results Two-thirds of the timber on
the uplands is hard sugar maple, iron wood, and black and yellow bireh.
The low lands have, in addition to maple and birch, balsam, spruce and a
few tamarac. The maple land is not as difficult to clear, as the timber is
more easily burned.  The cost of clearing would be from $12 to 315
an acre,

Fine natural springs and splendid elear running streams abound, and
good well water can be obtained everywhere near the surface. Only the
very low lands require draining.  The soil being mostly a sandy loam
with an open, porous sub-soil, the surplus moisture readily soaks
through it

Wheat, both fall and spring, does we
were in many places two and one-half feet high and not beginning to
shoot  The oat fields had a fine appearance and gave promise of a heavy
crop.  The loamy soil of this section seems to be especially well adapted

Il Oats in the early part of July

for the growth of cereals, peas, }Hlll\'l\' and }m_\'. Potatoes on the ]lij_{']l
dry land looked well, but on the low swampy lands they had a set back
from summer frosts.  There is not much corn raised as the season is too

short tor it to mature every year. Turnips are always a sure crop.
Apples do well, especially the hardier standard varieties. I have formed
opinion based on careful observations that, where the sugar maple grows,

apple trees will thrive I saw a number of fine young orchards, with
clean-barked, hvalth_\wlml\’in: trees, just ('uminj_r into lw:u‘ilx:.
The market is the town of Saunlt Ste. Marie It is ocod for

all kinds of farm produce. When a new road that is in process
of construction is finished, it will bring Goulais Bay within 20 miles of
Sault Ste. Marie. The people here seem to be well satistied with their
farms for few want to sell themn.

ST, JOSEPH ISLAND

This island is situated at the entrance to Ste. Mary's river. Tt
about 20 by 14 miles, and contains about 92,000 acres. It is all
located but 4,000 acres. The soil is very changeable, varying from
a stiff red clay to a light loam: but most of the soil is a clay or
andy loam. In many parts the surface is covered with rolling stone,

while other sections are entirely free. The rock is principally lime
tone. The Island is well watered with springs and running creeks.
lhe erops grown are the same as in the older sections of Ontario.
'he timber is hemlock, basswood, beech, maple, ironwood, spruce, cedar
md elm.  Here partly cleared farms can be bought from 3150 to
9
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$1,000, according to soil and improvements. Persons with small
capital could, for a few hundred dollars, purchase a partly cleared farm
Men who have had little cxperience in selecting a farm in the bush,
may make a mistake, but on a partly cleared farm, even if it is
stumpy and rough, they have much better opportunities of judging the
soil and surroundings than where it is in an unbroken forest. But they
should be very careful to see that the title is good and that the location
is in all respects a suitable one.  All along the main line from Garden
river to Massey, the pea crop looked well—the best I had seen anywhere
this season. Here they have no trouble with the pea bug. Peas and
pork are the two mast profitable lines of produetion I know of, and make
a combination that takes very little fertility from the soil, while hogs

give a petter return for the food consumed than any other animal we
raise on the farm.

TEMISCAMINGUE

Crossing the Province from Sault Ste. Marie eostward, passing the
nickel mines at Sudbury, to Mattawa, then north by rail and boat to
Haileybury or to Liskeard, we reach the southern point of the agricultural
land in the Temiscamingue district. In a straight line, Liskeard is about
250 miles north of Toronte.

Here there is a large tract of fine farming land, reaching from the
northern end of Lake Temiscamingue, north and east. Geographically, it 1s
situated on the 48 parallel, and is a long way south of any part of the
Province of Manitoba, being about on the same latitude as the Rainy
River. More than one half of the European continent is north of the 48
parallel. Three rivers drain the country into the lake, viz, Montreal,
Wahbes, and Blanche or White river. The lake is but a widening of the
Ottawa river: it is 68 miles long, and not more than five or six miles
wide at its widest place. It is said to be very deep: Temiscamingue
means deep water. Geologically, the land is of the same character as
that of Southern Ontario. The rock, being the Niagara limestone
formation, makes fine building stone and also first class lime. There are

three or four lime kilns at Haileybury. Thke area of agricultural land in
the district is estimated to he about 1,250,000 acres.

TeE So1L.

The soil 1s very uniform,and consists of a strong rich clay. An analysis
made by Professor Shuttleworth, Professor of Chemistry at the Ontario
Agricultural College, Guelph, proves that the soil is very rich in phos-
phoric acid and potash, and that the sub-soil is unusually rich in nitro-
gen. The timber, chiefly balsam and spruce, is so thick and unbroken
that the sun and wind cannot penetrate it. First there is a covering of
moss, and then about four inches of vegetable mould, when the clay is
reached. This land will stand any amount of cropping, and when
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intelligently farmed will give very profitable returns. The surface of
the land is smooth with few cradle holes. Upon the river Blanche,
there are large tracts of level cluy land, which were burned over a few
years ago and could be brought into cultivation almost as cheaply as
prairie land. Tt is not vet in thc market, however.

TIMBER.

The timber consists of pine, spruce, balsam, tamarac, cedar, poplar, and
a scattering of white oak and black ash. But on the best farming land the
timber has very little commercial value, except pine and cedar, which grow
to a large size. But the bulk of the timber is balsam and spruce, rang-
ing from tive to fourteen inches in diameter.

The settler can get enough of building material, both timber and
lumber, for house and out-buildings. There is ffenuﬂll\‘ enough cedar for
fencing, but unless there is some demand for pulp w ood, whic h cannot be
until the railway is built, the quicker the settler gets rid of his timber
and gets the stumps out of his land the sooner will he have some case
aud comfort in the cultivating of his farm. For a young man to reserve
his timber, looking for it to rise in jrice, would be a serious and almost
irreparable mistake, for the land is the most valuable. In part of the
Blanche river district the timber has no value whatever, c\wpn near the
river. On the lowlands, which are sometimes flooded in the \pnn«r the
timber is elm, ash, oak, and soft maple, but up the river (which is navi-
cable for small steamers for 25 or 30 miles) the country was
burned over some eight or ten years ago, and is very easily cleared.
There is no timber on large tracts of it, only scrub poplar, and white
birch bushes.

CLIMATE,

The climate is somewhat similar to the other parts of northern Ontario
that I have visited. In the winter, steady cold with plenty of snow and
not much slushy, soft weather. About the 25th of April the land is fit to
work. Seeding generally begins about the first week in May. Potatoes,
vegetables and garden st®ff are planted about the 24th of May. In the
carly part of the summer there is generally plenty of rain, warm days,
cool nights, with heavy dews, and the growth is rapid. I measured timothy
in the last week in June that grew an inch in twelve hours. Barley
that was sown on the 11th of June was six inches high on the 28th of
the same month. Haying begins about the 15th of July and the
harvest a month later. Navigation opens about the 10th of May and
closes about the last week in November.

CLEARING THE LAND.

In the the townships around Liskeard and Haileybury, the country
is generally covered with a dense mass of small timber, which, when
properly chopped into 12 or 14 feet lengths and the brush carefully
trimmed, it being evergreen, will, if wind and weather is at all favorable,
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be almost sure of a clean burn of brush. As those who have eleared land
will know, this materially helps in the final clearing up of the fallow.
The cost of the wovk of clearing if let by contract to chop, log, and
fence, but rot stump. is from $16 to SIS per acre
years after chopping, the land can be stumped. The greatest draw-back
in clearing is burning the wind-fallen timber. In an ever-green bush
which is shaded at all seasons of the year, the fallen trees get thoroughly
water soaked. The best way to get rid of them is to pile the logs up in
heaps, being careful to put the fallen timber on top of the piles, allowing
them to remain two or three weeks, before setting them on fire. If
there is a good wind, and the time dry, not only will the piles burn, but
the fillln\\' will barn over a second time 'llll‘llill_‘ 110ss, rotten wood and
much of the \mleu\ vegetable matter

From six to eight

On light land this second burning
is not necessary, in fact the more decayed matter on it the better : but on
this fertile, crumbly, calcareous clay. if there is too much mould and
waste matter on the surface, the roots of the grain cannot penetrate to
the clay soil beneath and the crop is more likely to be atfected by snmmer
frosts. Summer frosts, which, like flies, are always troublesome in the
first years of settlement, get less frequent and often entirely disappear
as the clearings are made larger and the country becomes opened up.
But if the crops are rooted in the clay they will stand frosts and the
extremes of weather much better than when sitting on the surface,
with their roots reaching for food amongst the mould and rotten wood of
a partially cleared fallow. In crossing a aumber of fields of oats (first
crops), I noticed that wherever the oat 10ots had reached the under soil
they were strong, healthy and green, but where they were harrowed in
amongst a mass of rotten wood, the leaves were touched by the summer
frost. Some of the settlers who have had experience in clearing, rake
the land over l..\’ hand after lng'_'i)u. cathering into small hﬂ;}[m. l:llil)s
rotten wood and moss, and burn them off, so that the harrow teeth can
reach the seil to mix it with the vegetable surface mould, insuring a safer
crop and a far more profitable return. Clearing land is not altogether
done by brate force—some skill is required. Bhe most important point
is to see that the surface is made <o clean that the roots of the first crops
will easily reach the clay soil below.

Here, as at the Rainy River, you can locate on the burned lands, and
avoid many of the difficulties of clearing a timbered lot. Up the Blanche
river, in the townships of Hilliard, Brethour, Ingram, and Evanturel, (some
of which are not yet opened for settlement) there are large areas of fine
farming lands very easy to clear, where two or three days’ work will
make an acre ready for the plow. It is therefore a matter of choice
whether you locate on a timbered or burned lot

DRAINAGE.

The natural drainage is good, the numerous creeks and rivers afford-
ing sufficient outlet. A few open ditches through any of these lots in the
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early stages of settlement would well repay the labor. The soil here will
compare favorably with the best lands in southwestern Ontario, but the
latter did not give the best returns until they were drained

WATER SUPPLY.

Plenty of water can be had near the surface for the digging.  What
effect the elearing of the land will have on the water supply, time alone
can tell. At present it is plentiful and fairly good. The sraall creeks are
not to be depended upon for house supply, as after rain the water becomes
(uite muddy and thick from the washings of the clay soil. It is then
neither palatable to the taste nor pleasing to the eye.  Wells and natural
springs must be depended on for the water supply.

The Temiscamingue settlement is quite young. Five years ago there
were nnl_\' about a dozen settlers on the Ontario side of the lake. Now
on the lake and river fronts where the land can easily be reached, the lots
have nearly all been taken up. Lack of roads is at present the greatest
drawback to settlement.

C'rROPS (GROWN.

Vegetables of every kind grow to perfection and so do small fruits,
while all the cereals grown in southern Ontario, with the exception of the
more tender varieties of corn, grow well. Here I saw fine crops of peas,
barley, fall and spring wheat, oats, timothy and clover hay, potatoes, ete.
Some fields of hay grown on new land amongst the stumps would go over
two tons to the acre. A piece of new land in fall wheat, the Surprise
variety, on the 25th of June was fully headed out. It was over four and
a half feet high and had all the appearance of a heavy crop. The soil
seems to be c.\']u'ci:l”y ;‘ul:lptw] to the }_{‘I'H\\'t]l of peas, oats and }v()t:lt,m's.
But the best results cannot be obtained from this strong, rich soil until
the stumps are taken out and the land plowed into narrow ridges lead-
ing to open ditches, so that the surplus water will be quickly carried off.
When the plow turns this strong elay up to the action of frost, sun-
ght and air, it crvmbies liks air slacked lime into small pieces about
the size of peas or wheat, and when farmed under favorable agricnl-
tural conditions, yields good crops one year after another withont
becoming exhausted. On the Quebec side of the lake at Baie des
Peres, there is a farm of 350 acres of cultivated land. The principal
product is hay. This season they had 180 acres of mixed grass, timothy,
common red and 2 little Alsike clever It was estimated that there wauld

e over 500 tons. Some of the fields had been mown for six years. 1
never saw so muc.. fine hay growing in one place. The first and second
vear’s cut would yield three and three and a half tons to the acre. This
land never had been manured. This farm was in bush previous to 1884,
but is now growing immense crops of hay, barley, peas wheat, oats,
potatoes and vegetables, without the aid of either artiticial or barnyard
manure. They keep about twenty-five head of cattle. The hay is pressed
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on the farm and sold to the lumbermen. The oats and potatoes go to the
same market. I asked the manager how he could raise such crops without
manure. He said, * the soil all through this section is naturally very
fertile, but it requires to be well and neatly plowed i narrow ridges
tifteen feet wide, so that water will not stand on the land. It also
needs to be plowed in the fall, and in the spring given a thorough culti-
vation.” He raises about three thousand bushels of mixed grain,—a
mixture of corn, oats and vetches was sown,—for green summer feed for
working teams and milk cows. He also says, “to insure a crop of hay
don’t allow the cattle to pasture on the hay fields in the fall, for it requires
all the fall growth of grassto cover, protect and mulch the timothy and
clover roots.” Here cultivation seems to have changed the color of the
soil.  On this farm it looked and handled more like a black clay
loam. The farm manager had been a resident of Baie des Peres for
twenty-four years, and had been farming since 1884, but during that
time had never seen the frost do much harm. I asked him what wais the
difference, naturally, between the soil on his farm and that on the Oxtario
side of the lake. He said that the land in the township of Dymond was
equally as good, if not a better soil ; in fact, almost all the land on the
Ontario side was the same, and he thought if cultivated in the same way,
would give the same profitable returns,
building a grist mill and a cheese factory.
The most northerly point of lake navigation is North Temiscamingue.
There I met Mr. Adam Burwash. He has farmed at this point for the
past twenty years, and has 120 acres free from stumps and stones. He has
all the latest agricultural machinery, including binder, mower, seed drill,
horse rake, and a two-horse tread-power threshing machine with a capacity
of three hundred bushels of vats a day. Only twice did he see summer and
autumn frosts do damage in twenty years. He thinks that as the country
gets cleared up frosts and tlies will disappear. He gave me his average
of crops and prices, as iollows: Potatoes 150 bags per acre at 75 cents per
bag; oatbs 35 to 4G bushels per acre at 40 cents per bushel ; peas 20 to 25
bushels per acre: wheat 18 to 25 bushels an acre : buttei 20 to 25 cents
a th. i eggs 15 to 2J cents a doz.; beef $6.00 te $7.00 per hundred in the
fall, and pork $8.00 to $9.00; hay at the barn, pressed, $12.00 a ton.
Tomatoes ripen in the open air. The hardiest varieties of apples may
do. Native Indian corn ripens well. Milk cows sell at $25.00 in the
fall and $30.00 to $35.00 in the spring ; horses from %75.00 to $100.00 ;
oxen from $80.00 to $90.00 a yoke; weaned pigs from $4.00 to $5.00 a
pair

At Baie des Peres they are

About the seasons, Mr. Burwash said that they had more rain than
at Lachine, near Montreal, in summer. Snow about two and a half feet
deep. The plow was stopped by frost about the 12th November, and started
about the last week in April. Seeding generally begins about the first
week in May. Milk cows have to be fed from the first of NovemLer to
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the 10th of May. Winter is clear and cold. He looks forward to the
rapid development of the Ontario side of Lake Temiscamingue.

I have given my interviews with these two farmers on the Quebee
side because it was impossible to find any one on the Ontario side with
more than a few years, agricultural experience. From my own know
ledge of soil and farming, I am satisfied that, if the land on the Ontario
side was once cleared of stumps and timber, so that the plow and culti-
vator would work to the best advantage, and the under soil thoronghly
worked up with the surface mould, the same results would be obtained
as on the farm I have mentioned at Baie des Peres, viz, a rich black
clay loam that will profitably produce almost any erop grown in the tem-
perate zone,

MARKETS.

At present the lumber camps afford excellent market facilities. Hay,
oats, pork, beef, potatoes, butter, ete., bring hich prices, but as the tim-
ber gets further back and the country gets settled, the farmers will have
to depend less on the local and more on the outside market. The British
market will soon regulate the price of pork, beet and wheat for the far-
mers of Temiscamingue, as it does for those engaged in agricultuve else-
where. This section is only two hundred and fifty miles in a straight
line from the city of Toronto, with eighty miles of railway to build from
North Bay into the heart of the best farming land. Temiscamingue
farms are as near our ocean port, Montreal, as the farms in any of the
counties of Simcoe, York, Halton or Peel. A short railway haul of four
hundred and forty miles will take the farm products of this section to
the point of transshipment into ocean steamers at Montreal.  This
is a great advantage when compared with the expense of freighting
a distance of fifteen hundred or two thousand miles, which will always
be a heavy permanent charge against the farms of the far west. Experi-
ence has clearly shown that there is a limit to the distance from the sea-
hoard where products for export can be profitably produced.

MEANS OF ACCESS.

Mattawa, on the Canadian Pacifie Railway, is the point to make tor,
thence north on a branch line about forty miles to Temiscamingue
station. The train on this short line runs three times a week. At Tem-
iscamingue station eonnection is made without delay with a line of lake
steamers.  The railway and steamboat fare from Toronto is about
21350. Freight from Toronto to Temiscamingue station is 25¢. per hun-
dred pounds, but arrangements can be made with the C.P.R. Freight de-
partment so that settlers’ effects, by the car-load, will be taken at reduced
rates. When the proposad Toronto and James Bay Railway is built, which
is, L understand, to be a continuation of the Grand Trunk from North Bay to
the north-western shore of Lake Temiscamingue, a distance of eighty-one
miles, it would, as a colonization road, soon open up this whole section,
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and bring this large tract of fertile farm land in a direet line with and
within easy reach of the ecity of Toronto.

I think it would be wise for the Government to raise the price of
land here from fifty cents to one dollar per acre, using the added fifty
cents to give increased aid to the first eighty miles of the line. With
direct railway communication, the land would soon be taken up. Pulp
wood would then have some value. There would be communication with
the outside at all seasons. With a railway, Temiscamingue would be in
close touch with every part of our province. To the pushing, enterpris-
ing, progressive farmer, railway communication is of the first importance,
meaning quick transportation and ready access to the world’s market.
The payment of a dollar per acre would be no draw-back but a strong
inducement for the right class of settlers, if they were certain that within
the next two or three years there would be direct railway com-
munication.

GENERAL CONCLUSIONS.

In Ontario there are at least 2,500,000 acres of good land at present
available for settlement—enough to absorb our surplus agricultural
population for many years. I would not advise farmers in com-
fortable circumstances to go to a mnew section and engage in clear-
ing land. But there are some who are encumbered with a heavy
mortgage and who have a yearly strugele to meet the interest;
tenant farmers, farmers' sons, farm workers, unemployed artisans,
and laboring men with strong arms, who have courage and good
health—for such there is plenty of room on the unoceupied lands of
Ontario. The land is cheap, it is easy of access, the climate is healthy,
money ean be earned at the lumber camps, the mines and on the
colonization roads, so that the settler and his family will be maintained
in comfort during the first and second years, until the farm produces
enough to support his family. So for the struggling mechanic, day worker,
and all those who are putting their lahor on the market, there is a better
chance for homes in the unlocated land of Ontario than staying in the
over-crowded industrial centres, where the cry for work 1s becoming
yearly more acute ; for even if such have but a rudimentary knowledge
of farming they will be able to learn from their neighbors.

I cannot close this without desiring to thank the officials of the
Canadian Pacific Railway, with whom T came in contact, for their kind-
ness and courtesy, which materially assisted me in making a full exam
ination of the sections visited.

From the 16th of May until the 23rd of July, I travelled by rail
6,450 miles ; by boat 525 miles; in buggy and buck-board 110 miles ; on
foot 315 miles. Total 7,400 miles.

DUNCAN ANDERSON,
Rugby, Ont.
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